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NUW-HAMESUIRG COMMITTED OF SALLry. 
1775. _ : 
Sep, t2,Committeg of Supplics requested to supply Co- 
Jonel Poor's Rogiment with Provisions, — = 
Willigm Whipple and General Folsom to wait 
on General Washington, - = = = 
General Washington requires tho payment to 
the NoW-Eampshire Troops bound to Cana- 
da, - - - - * ” - « 
Orders to Gaptain ‘Titus Saltér to taleo com- 
mand of tho Batteries on Piorce’s and Sovey's 
Islands, ~ - - . « ” . 
Orders to Colonel Timothy Waller to pay the 
Now-llampshire ‘Broaps, - = = * 
Boom strong chough to prevent the pnssago of 
Vogsols directed to be Inid acioss the Rivor 


16, 
27, 


28, 
28, 


from Piorco's to Sovey's Island, - «= 
a Babe of the Ship Princo Georgo, by a sub- 
ommittec, at Poilsmouth, - - 
Fiold-Officors of Now-Hampshiro Troops at 
Wintor-Hill roquest Genoral Sullivan may 
fill vacancies in the Regiments there, ~ = 
Ordors to Captain Robért Parkor to inlist Ma- 
tiosses for tho defenco of Sevoy's Island, = - 
Mfnute-Men to be inlisted for four months, —- 
Part of tho Cargo of tho Ship Princo George to 
bo sold; and Captam Richard Emms, and tho 
crow, paid from tho procecds, — ~ - - 
Orders to the Captains and othor Officors of tho 
Militia of Now-Eampshiro, - - . 
Colonol Wearo and Gonory) Folsom desired to 
attend, ort behalf of Now-FIampshire, a Con- 
forenco of aundiy Members of the Continental 
Congess, and Gontlenten oftho othor New- 


10, 
10, 
12; 
18, 
18, 
18, 


. England Colonios, at Cambridge,» ,- - 


Tho Committeo degived to ropair to Portsmouth 
on tho report that a Flect was oxpected to at- 
tack that placo,» 6 ew 

Geneinl Sullivan xequests that Commissions 
may be filled for the vacancics in tho Now- 
LIampshire Regiments, — ~ ~ 8 
&%, oo divected to be placed in Piscataqua Tar- 

our, Be we 

Nov.16,Committes continued until tho sitting of tho 

Provincial Congress, on t)fo 2ist of Decem- 
bor noxt, » + 

17, Agrocabla news of tho surrendor of Fort St 

John’s received, - - ” “ - 
18, Throo hundred Pounds, in gold, sent to Canada 
to pay tho Py yal ay ‘Troops under 

. tho gommand of Colonel Beiel, - - - 


@1, Number of the Inhabitants of Now-Hampshiro 
transmitted to the Continental Congress, — ~ 
#23, Captain Philip Goldthwaite and Hon, Daniel 


Rogers, sugpected of being unfriendly to tho 

»  libortios of Amorica, oxamined by tho Com- 
».. + mittee, and disch€rged, -, = = = 
Q_ fo ptaing Salter and Daniols ordored to fill Uecir 

+ Companies to servo till tho last of Decembor 

on NOX ye 
Hee, Z, Commitieo mot at Portsmouth: Orders to Cap- 
; tains to inlist Companies to servo in the Uéati- 

.E: nental Army undor Genoral Washington, un- 
til the 15th of Javuary noxt, - + = 

7, Adjourned to meet a Exeter gn tho 11th instant, 

18, Colonel Thornton and Colonal Woare directed 
to'confer with General Washington about re- 
eruiting'the Continental Army, - - 

16, Orders,to Colonel Hobart for paying tho Regi- 
ments under Colonels Stark, Reed, and Poor, 
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1775, 


NEW-IAMPSHIRE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, 


061.31, Congiess inet at Exeter, - “+ 


Nov, 1, 


2, 


= 32 
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ad 


10, 
MI, 
18, 
1, 


15, 


15, 


Committee to repoit a sehemo for tho emission 
of & suflicient amount of Money for tho de- 
mands on the Colony, - 8 8 8 

Report of tho Committeo. An issue of twenty 
thousand Pounds ordered, - - - ~ 

Minute-Men to bo inlisted for four months only, 

Inhabitants of Tllsborongh County requested 
not to disturb or molest John Quigley, Es- 
quire, under pretence of his being an cnemy 
tohisepuntry,- = =e ¥ 

George Jaffrey, late Treasinér, required to at. 
tend tho Congress forthwith, with his Ac- 
cowl, © 4 eee 

Commitice to propare a Petition to the Conti- 
nental Congress, on tho stato of the Colony, ~ 

Delegates to represent tho Colony in future to 
bo chosen by tho votes of the Elcctois, and 
not by the valuo of thoir estates,~ = = 

Qualifications of Electors and Representatives, 

Complaint of tho tiaining Soldiors in Enst-King- 
ston, against Liontenant-Colonel Gale, - - 

Tho Tortrosses Intely built for tho defenco of 
Viscataqua to bo supported and maintained 
by New-[Jampshire,- ~ + 

Desertors from tho Continental Aimy to bo a- 
rested by Committees, nnd sent to TTead- 
Quaiters, - ” - - “ - 

Colonel Wingate appointed to command thy 
Fontresses on Piscatuqua Rivor, + - ” 

Othor Officors appointed, - - © » 

Butchos in Poitsmouth required to refund wo- 
reasonablo fees paid them for Iilling Cattle 
for the Provincial Fovees, = «se 

Committes to oxamine the Accounts of George 
Jaflroy, tate ‘I'vensura, =" « ” 

Ficld-Officers for Militia Regiments appointed, 

Captain Mzekiol Worthen, Engineor at Piscata- 
qua, required to pay all duo obedienco to the 
ordore of this Congiesy, = «= ® 

Thanks of tho Congress to the Gentlemen who 
Inboured on tho Battorics at Portsmouth on 
the late alarming emergency, - + + 

Votos of the 4th jnstant, respecting Representa. 
tives, reconsidered and made void, “ - 

Committeo to flame a Plan for the future Repre- 
sontation of the People of the Colony, . 

Eight hundred men to be inlisted for tho de. 
fenco and scemity of the Harbour of Piscata- 
qua, and tho Foitrosses thoro, — ~ - - 

Form of the Infistment, « . - 

Membors of the Congress to bo pnid for Sun. 
daysand Travel, - + 7 oe 

Committee to prepare a plan for Representation 
of the people of the Colony, - - = 

Committee to consider the behaviour of Samuel 
Dyer, complained of as an onemy to this 
countty, «© = 5 8 eww 

Plan of Representation reported and adopted, + 

Meghech Weare appointed President pro tom~ 
poroof the Congress, = =» em 

Samuol Dyer directed to confine himself to his 
presont place of abode in Berwick, - =~ 

Committe to carry into executiop the Resolve 
of the Continental Congress of October 26, 
authorizing oxports, to procure Arms, &e,, 

General Sullivaif informed that the Congress is 
yeadytohearbimy) - = + 5 » 
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Repost of the Committee on the complaint 
against Lieutenant-Colonel Gale, 4 
Thanks of the Congress to Gencral Washing- 
ton and General Sullivan, - 
Committers throughout the Colony requested to 
sepoit the names of persons suspected to be 
inimical to the country, - - 
Committee of Safety conunued, with the same 
‘authotity as heretofore, until the sitting of tho 
next Congress, - 


Nov.1G,Oideis in 1egaid to certain persons inimical to 


. the country, - - - -! 
Towns and ‘Town-Officers to procerd as here- 
tofore, unless specially directed otherwise by 
the Piovineial or the Géneial Congiess, 
Resolution of the Continental Congiess of No- 
vember 3, on establishing Government in 
New-Hampshire, 
The Congress dissolved, 


CORRESPONDENCE, PROCHEDINGS, ETC. 


Sep.21, Letter from Governour Tonya to General Gage, 


30, 


30, 


Oct, 2, Letter from Colonel Stuart to Major Small, 
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11, 
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‘AL, 
13, 
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Letter fiom Governom Tonyn to General Gage, 
Letter fiom Colonel Stuait to General Gage, - 
Letter from C Shirefl’ to General Robertson, - 
Letter fiom Governour Tonyn to Major Dunkin 
Letter from Governour Tonyn to Admira 
Graves, . - - te 
Letter fiom Colonel Stuart to General Gage, - 
Letter from Colonel Stuart to Genoa! Gage, - 
Letter fiom Lieutenant Graves to Admnal 
Graves, - - os - , 
Letter fiom Captain Mulcasier to Conoal Grant, 
Letter from Daniel Chamier, Jun., to, Danie! 
Chamior, - ee ane 
Letter fiom Spencer Mann to General Grant, - 
Letter fiom Alexander Ross to Captain Staun- 
ton, ~ - ‘2 
Letter fiom John Moultrie to General Grant, - 
ines from Colonel John Stuart to Samuel Kem- 
0, = ae a 
‘Letter from Major Furlong to General Gage, 
Letter fiom Alexander Skinner to General 
Gront, -— = © © © 
gst from General Schuyler to Captain, Hul- 
ert, - 7 - . . 
Letter fiom General Sullivan to the New- 
Hampshire Congress Ho is ordered to Head- 
* Quarters immediately; sends his Orderly 
Book and Returns of Stores, &e., to the Pio- 
vincial Congress, - 
Letter from Colonel Wingate to the New-Hamp- 
shire Congress: He finds it absolutely neces- 
sary that a person acquamted with the Rivers 
and Tides in the Harbour be appointed to take 
charge of tho Ship and Fire-ralts, 
Licutenant-Colonel Connolly’s Commission from 
Lord Dunmore, - 5 ee 
Proceedings of 1 Convention of Cumberland 
County, Massachusetts, - - - 
Petition of the several Towns of the County of 
* Cumberland to the Council of Massachusetts, 
Letter from the Field-Officers at Portsmouth to 
the New-Hampshire Congiess: Eight hun- 
dred men not enough to manage the Shipping 
and Fire-rafis in the event of an attack, 
Letter from Dr. Hall Jackson to the New- 
Hampshire Congress: He raised an Artillery 
Company for the defence of Portsmouth; their 
time will expire on the 15th; he desires di- 
rections as to the disposition of the Arms, &c., 
in their possession, -' 
Proclamation by Governour Chester, 
Letter from Allan Cameron to Duncan Came- 
10n, ee 
Letter from Allan Cameron to Daniel Chamier, 
Letter from the Portsmouth Committee to the 
New-Hampshire Congress, recommending 
to-their notice the important services of Dr, 
Fackgon, - ras vay Ps 
Letter from Josiah Bartlett to the New-Hamp- 
shire Congress: Transmits sundry Resolves 


of the Continental Congress, and earnestly re~' 


commends them to; attend to the making of 
Saltpetre, - 
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Nov.14,Lelter from Captain Montagno to Admiral 


14, 


24, 
24, 
24, 
26, 
26, 
27, 


27, 


28, 
28, 


29, 
29, 


Nov. 


a 


Graves, ¢ 
Letter fiom W, Grifin 
miral Graves, - = . 
Letter frgm Shubac! Lovall to Captain A yseough, 
Letter from Covernour Chester to Governour* 
‘Tryon, - - ~, 
Letter from the New-Hampshiro Committeo of 
Safety to General Schuyler: ‘Tho Troops nn- 
dor Colonel Bedel were sent to his Aimy by 
the advice of Gegoral Washington; what is 
necessary for their subsistence and comfort 
should bo advanced out of the Continental 
Chest, - os - 
Letter fiom the New-[lampshire Commitice of 
Safety to Colonel Bedel: ‘Tho Provincial 
Congress cannot send him mogey for his 
Troops, and they havo requested Cenoral 
Schuyler to advance what may be necessaly, 
Leuer fiom Walter [ation to Nathaniel Coffin, 
Letter fiom the New-Eamnpshire Bommiitee of 
Safety to the Delegates of tho Colony in*Con- 
gress; The Colony has advance for tho 
Aimy twenty thousand Pounds, lawful money, 
and iequesis that a part of it may bo tepaid, 
Proclamation by Cleneral Carleton,’ 
Lotter from Captain Thompson to tho Ports. 
mouth Committec: Peisons’should bo ap- 
pointed to tke charge of the Fire-rats; as 
they aro thought things of some consequence, 
proper care should be taken of them, 
Lotter fiom Lord Dunmore to Admiral Graves, 
Letter fram Colonel Jaceb Bayley to Colonel 
Lattle, F < 
Letter fiom Doctor Smith, - 


to tho Secretary of Ad- 


343 


343 
1338 


340° 
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487 
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Letter from John Juy tothe New-York Congress, 410+ 
Letter fiom James Sultiyan to John Winthrop, « 1318 


Letter from Edmund Pendleton, President of the 


wn 


Virginia Convention, to Riehud Henry Lee, 201 


Letter from Josiah Bartlett to the New-Eamp- 
shire Committee of Safety: Desires informa- 
tion on publick affaires ho expects to set out 
for New-Flampshire in two or threo weeks, 

Lettor from Neil Jamieson to James Anderson, 

Letter from Egbort Benson tq the New-York 
Congress, 

Letter from 
Council, - ~ 8 oe 

Letter from Gtneral Sullivan ,to the Nov 
Hampshite Committee of Safety: Crenoral 
Washibgtan hae serit to Now-Huanpshire for 
thirty-one Companies to defend the Lines, in 


Dr, Gordon to the Massachusetts 


room of the Cortnectiont Forces, who refuse to, 


tarry tothe Ist of January; ontreats thoy may 
be sent, lest the enomy take advantaga of their 
absence, ~ - 7 

Letter fiom the Committee of Congress to Geno- 
ral Montgomery, . *. - 

Letter fiom General Sullivan to tho Now. 
Hampshire Committeo of Safty: 
Jafiey havings assisted in tho defonco of 
Portsmouth,ought not to be treated aean eno- 
my to his country, a 

Letter fiom General Sullivas to the Nov 
Hampshiie Committeo of Safety; The Con- 
necticut Forces will quit the LineS on the 6th 
of December # their place must be immediate. 
ly supplied with ‘roops from Now-Eamp- 
shire and Massachusetts, - 
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SOVTH-CAROLINA PROVINCIAL conanEss, ™ 
Eon * 
, The Congress meets at Qharlestown, . “» 
List ofthe Members, - + “A 


“William Henry, Diayton chosen Presidont\wod 
Peter Timothy Socrotney, - 4 
Captain Robert Cunningham, charged with 
- high crimes against the libertics of Amorica, 
* arrested by Captain Tutt, ~ -  « 
Agsociation Pupers whish had been signed, de- 
livered to William Henry Drayton, ~ 
Captain ee een Howe before Congress, 
examined, and committed to the common jail 
of Charlestown, —* - - “ - 
Committee appointed to report npon the state of 
the Colony, - Paes 


Members required to give diligent attendance, - 


25 


ar 
27 


28 


28 


29 


29 


2g: 
80 


XML 
1775, 

Nov.2, Letter from Captain Edward Thornborough, of 
His Majesty's Ship Pagnar, to [enry Laurens: 

dle 18 Hesemined not to suffer any vessel to 
enter or depart from Charlestotvn, if Hig Ma- 
jesty's Agents are pot pei mitted to supply the 
+ Tamar and Cherokee with provisions, - - 

The doors to be kept ghut during the present 


t 


sitting ofthe Congres, = 
Commitice on regulauug future clections of 


Members of the Congiess, ~ - - - 
State of the Colony Tiensury, =. - - - 
Letter fiom the Congress*to Captain 'Thorn- 

borongh: They aic nat destitute of the menus 

of taking vengeance for any violence he may 
perpetuate against the Shippingvof the port, - 
Commitico on tho state of the Colony authorized 
to send for Persons, Papers, und Reeaids,  - 

, Committeo’of Obsorvation revived, and autho- 
rized to give Permits to vessels to pass [ort 


Johnson, ¢ * . - - * . 
"Correspondence with Captain Thornborough to 
bepublished,  - Pa aan ee 0 


Two Puot-boats sent to cruize along tho const, 
to warn vesstls against coming into the Qar- 
dour of Charlestown, - - - - . 

Letters giving dircetions for this service to Col. 
Moultiie, Captain Vesey, and Captain Sinith, 

Letter from Captain 'Thoinborongh to the Presi- 
dent of the Congress: Ue ean entor tho lists 
even with Mr, William Henry Dinyton, 
when his weapons aro sophistiy and false- 
hood ; buat does not think Mr, Lanvens's Let 
ter wouthy a written unswer, To is deter 
mined to’ prodfre provisions by evory means 
in his power, - - . - - - 

’ Baginet ofa Letter fiom Lord William Camp- 
to Governour 'Tonyn, » —~ 4 

., Affidavit of Captain John Wanton, who, with 

his vessel, was tukon by Captain 'Thornbo- 

rough, - . -..7 .# . - 

Resolution of the Congress on Captain Thoin: 
borough's Letter of the 4th instant, which 
contains expressions as unmerited as uobe- 
coming the pen of a gentleman; nothing from 
Lotd William, Campbell, ansuppoited by ab- 


solute proof, is to bo erediud, — ~ 


Report of Committee enrol to inquire into, * 


» the conduct of John Dunn, of Noith-Caro; 
Hina, sinco his enlargement, — - - 
Information féceived of the seiznro of the pub- 
lick Guppowder, by Patiick Cunningham, - 
Committe to itquire into the condyet of Mr, 
Cunningham, - oo - = 
7° Mx. John Dunn ropyimanded 
and dismissed, « . “ 
Batriek Conningham and others, charged with 
robbery and feloniously taking a quantity of 
Lead gind Guypowder, aro ordered to be ar- 
rested and brought to Charlestown, =~ 
. Instruetiqns to Colonel Richardson for tho fir. 
reat of Paticlt Cunningham and his associ- 
atea, gnd for the recovery of the Amnunition 
taken bythom,- = =" * =e 
Further measures for their ariest, ~ - - 
. Letter to Colonel ‘Vhompson,- = 
Letter to Golonel Flctehall and others, 
Letter to Captain Richard Pearis, - 
Lotter to Major Willinmson, - - . - 
Orders to Colonel Moultiis to send a reinforee- 
» ment to Dorchester to prokct tho Cannon, 
*Gunpowdar, Stores, and” Publick Recoids at 
thet place, q - + = = 2 
Guard posted near Rugeloy's Store to examine 
suspected Wagons and Persons coming into, 
or going out of, Chaflostown, «- - — « 
Sayer to the Council of Safety of Georgia, ro# 
vesting five hundred pounds of Gunpowder 
dor Mr. Campboll, . - - 
Orders to Captain, ''ufls, of tho 
Defence, ~ 4 ei a nae 
Tho Defence to bo armed and manned with all 
possible despatch, “- +, =  * «= 
Colonel Moultie ordered, by every military ope- 
ration, to oppose any British Naval Arma- 
mont that Ynay attempt to pass Fort Johnson, 
Letter to Captain ‘fhomboi ough, informing him 
of the arders of the Congicss to the officer 
‘commanding at Fort Johnson, ~ ee 


from the Chair, 
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Colony Schooner, 
ae 
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Nov.10,Gommission of Ezekiel Polk, appointed to the 


gommand of a Company of Rangers, - - 
Mr. Nathan Legaré appearcd, and declaring it 
was never his mtention to supply the Men- 
: of-War with any thing, was reprimanded and 
dismissed = = ee ee 
Roport from the Committes of Observation, that 
they had pyolibited (ishing-bouis fiom pre- 
cocdmg beyond Fort Johnson, and fad’ given 
no pertnits for tho passage of Coasters, - 
Committee to examine and report what furthef 
defenees aie neecssay for tho seenrity of 
Charlestown agamst hostile attacks of Ships 
of War, - + es " 2 
Letter to Committee at Little River, - - 
Commission to Edwatd Blake, Commissary of 
Stores for the Naval Depaitment of the Colony, 
11, Captain Blake authorized to purehnso eight 
thousind ponnds of Bread for the Naval Ar. 
mament of the Colon Yoo se 
12,‘ Report of Captain Tufls of his suecess in 
sinking [ulks on tho bar of Tlog Island 
Creek, + - 
/ Thanks of the Congress to Captain Tufts, « — - 
Committeo to consider the expediency of fitting 
the Ship Prosper, for the purpose of taking ot 
sinking the Men-of-War in Rebellion Road, 
Works to bo oreeted for the defence of Chatles- 
town, 5 ee ee 
Deputation to Cleaigia to solicit vid, in Powder, 
Atma,and other Military Stores, - - 
pel Prosper to bo fitted ont asa Filgato of 
War with the iwtmost expedition,» = - 
Committeo of Safety appomtid until tho mect- 
ing of tho Congicss to-morrow, = = : 
Letter to the Council of Sniety of Ceargin, + 
Regimens of Artillory to be raised and embodied, 
to serve in Garrison br otherwiso, , | - 
Commissioners for erecting Vatteries for tho 
more effectual defence of Chulestawn, =~ 
14, Committeo of Inteiligoneo to coriospond with 
the Inhabitants ‘of tho interior of tho Co- 
Jony, yee 
Motion, that the Infantry and Covge, in tho pa 
of the Colony, bo comptetud to the first esta 
blishment, veyented, «+ - - 
Committeo of Safety authorized to complete the 
establishment ofthe Army,- = 
Cloment Lempriere appointed Captain of ,tho 
Ship Prosper, "= ee 
Officers of the Regiment of Artillery chosen, + 
One hundred and twenty thousand Pounds Cur. 
reney to bu issued for tho Pay and Charges of 
tho Regiment of Autillery, + -  « - 
Motion, that future mectings of the Congress be 
hetd at Camden, rejected, = 6 ee 
Comwnitiec of Safely appointed to net until the 
mecting of tho Congress to-morrow, ~ - 
Now Conneil of Safety appointed, - - - 
Secretary to causo such pirts.o€ the Journal 
»as may bo put into his hands for that purpose, 
tobepublished,- © = wen 
Committea to report tho Powers to bo vested 
in the Council of Saferh, — - - we 
Allowance for the suppart of John Denn and 
Benjamin Booth Boote, of North-Carolina, - 
Report on tho state of the Paper Currency in the 
Publick Treasury, - + - 5 = 
Alarming account of the stato'of affairs in the 
ean country commhunicated by Mr, Cald- 
well, = ee 
Every Company of Militia throughout the Co- 


16, 


16, 
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18, 


lony to be tiained once a fortnight, — = as 


Declaration published by tho Congress té qnict 
tho minds of tho misguided people in the 
back country, - = = . 

Tho President authorized to apply to Colonel 
Polk, of Novth-Carolina, for the Six Compa. 
nics under his command, -" = 4, « 

MililiA of Charlestown embodied and ordered 
upon duty, day and night,~ «es 

Colonel Roborts GMa to take post at the 


* » 


Batteries at Fort Johnson ahd Charles-, 
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town, 8 = ett we 
Persons disabled in the publick service will be 
provided for by tue Congress, = = = 
Cannon, Powder, and Ball, allowed for the de- 


fence of Georgetown, - or me 
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F CONTENTS. 
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Nov.21, Settlement of the 1ank of the Officers of the Re- 


Nov.22,Letter fiom Rowan 


gular Troops and Militia of the Colony, - 
Miltin not to act with the Regular Troops but 
on the most urgent occasjons, = - ~ os 
Militia gubject to the Militia Law only, whether 
acting with the Regulars or otherwise, : 
Motion, for a diaft of Militia fiom the Countiy 
* Regiments for the defence of Chailestown, 
rejected, - - - - - - - 
 Oideis to Captain Lempriere to take command 
ofthe Piosper,-  -  ~ - 
John Joiner appointed Commander of Foit Lyt- 
Ueton, near Beaufort,. + - ed 
County (Nate -Gaiciindy 

Committee, recommending a cessation of al 
intercourse with persons not known to bo 
fiiends to the American cause, - - = 
Clement Lempricre declines the command of tho 
Ship Prosper, - - - 


23, Simon Tufts appointed to the command of tho 


Prosper,- = = - = + - 
Further Regulations for the government of the 
Mihtia adopted, rr 
Leading marks over the Charlestown Bar to bé 
cut down and demolished, - - - - 
Petition and Remonstiance from John Dunn and 
Benjamin Booth Boote, presented, - ~ 


24, Merchants who scll Goods at exorbitant pices, 


25, Colonel Roberts directed 


to bo advertised ns contemnors of the Resolves 
of thoCongress, - =~ - es 
Committeo to consider and report what Manu- 
factures are propor to be established in the 
Colony, - - - - - - “ 
to complete the works 
for the defence of Dorchestor, - - + 
The Colony declared to bo in a state of actua 
alarm, - = «@ ~ ab we 
Troops marched to Congarees, antl to the Che- 
tokee Ponds, - » * «© «© = 
Volunteers fiom Georgia to receive same pay 
as Militia of South-Carolina, = - - 


26, Orders to Colonel Powell, Colonel Rothmahler, 


and Colonel Richadson, « + = 
-Committee of Safety invested with the direction, 
regulation, and ordoring of the Land and Sea 
Forces, the Militia, and all Military Arrange- 
ments within the Colony; they may appoint 
and suspend any Officer of the Army or Na- 
vy; and do all things in,thoir opinion neces- 
sary for securing and defending the Colony, - 


27, Application to the Continental Congress for nid 


in procuring Seamen fiom the Northern Colo- 
‘nics, i 
Lord William Campbell to be notified of any 
intended attack on tho Men-of-War in the 
Road, + = we - s ‘, 
Powers of all Committees throughout thd*Colo- 
ny xevived andtontinued, - —- 


28, Commissioners appointed to clear and deepon 


Wappoo Cu, ~ = + ew 
Captain Allston’s Indian Company of Rovers 
rected to scour tho sca-coast, subject to the 
ordors of the Couneil of Safety,- - 
Continittecs for the Sea Islands required to pro- 
vide signals of alarm, such as aio usual in 
time of war, - = = = = = 
Charlestown is to be defended to the last extre- 
mity; and gll residents who are absent are 
required to1eturn forthwith, * -  - 9 
Premiums foy the encouragement of Manufac- 
tures inthe Colony,- = « = «+ « 


29, Committee wf Intelligence required to keep, in 


proper books, minutes of their transactions, 
re copies of all letters wuitten by and to 
them: = . . 2 7 ° - 
Dele; ates to the Continental Congress reap- 
pointed, with the samo powors horetoforo vest- 
edinthom,, - - = «© -  « 
Counterfeiting Paper Currency of the Colony 
declared a capital offence, ~« = “'. “4 
Countil of Safety authorized to bestow honorar 
‘or other rewards upon such aa they thinke 
entitled tocither, == - . -' “a « 
Petition and Romonstrance of ‘Messrs, Dunn 
and Boote, to be transmitted to the Council of 
Safety of North-Caroliaa, -  - - « 
Congress adjourned 'to Thursday, February 1, 
Wi, = = eee 
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° XVI 
: ‘ 
VIRGINIA CONVENTION, 
— 

Convention met at Richmond, - 7 #6 
List of the Delegates, rr ae Se 
Edmund, Pendleton eleegd Presidont, and John 
Tazewell appointed ‘Clerk, ee oF 
Letter fiom Cone! Wagodford, representing the 


situation of the Troops under his command, + 
Colonel Woodford directed to risk as hile as 
possible; and, if necessary, to accept assistance 
from Noith-Carglina, - - . - 
Convention met at Williamsburgh, "os 
Rey. Thomas Price appointed Chaplain, . 
Committeo of Safety directed to lay thoir yo- 


ceedings béfore tho Convention, ~- . - 
Convention in Committee on tho state of tho 
Colony, ieport progress, - ¢ . - 


Committee of Safety revived, ~ - “ - 
Committee to examine Charles Robinson, ap- 
piehended as a suspected persone = . : 
Intercepted Letters to be transmitte to tho Com- 
mittee of Safety unopened,- =~ ts 
Further progress in Committco on. the stato of 
the Colony, - «= = © 4 « 
Five hundicd effective men to be employed for 
tho protection and defenco of Northampton 
and Accomack, 
Committoe to draw up a Declaration in answor 
2 Loid Dunmore’s Proclamation of Novom- 
er 7 ” - . ” . ” . 
Vendors of Salt permitted to fix their own prices, ‘ 
Treasurer of the Colony roquired to puichaso 
for tho publick uso all gage Gunpowder im- 
ported into, or ‘manufactured thoi, = + 
Monoy advanced to the Rev, John Dixon, to as- 
sist him in his Salt-works, - “ve 
Monoy advanced to Charles Cartor, and % tho 
Dumfries Saltpetro Company, as an oncow 
ragemoht to promote the manufacture of Salt- 
etre, wm 
Representations fiom tho Committees of Acco- 
mack and Warwick, roforred to ihe Cpmmit- 
tpe on tho ptate of tho Colony, ~ - . 
Committee to inquire into the conduct of John 
Goodrich, and othors, . . - . 
Resolution approving the conduct of Colonel 
Woodford, in the Into action at Great Bridge, 
Declaration in answer to Loid Dunmore’s Pro» 
clamation of November 7, ~ , 
Colonel Woodford directed to offectan exchango 
of tho Pyisoness if his possesion for our 
worthy countrymen now Confined by Lord 
Dunmore, - - . - . - 
Petition from surviving @aptains of Companies 
in the late expedition against the Indians, . - 
Regular forces of tho Colony to ba incransed to 
cight Battalions, of ten Companies cach; one 
of tho Buttalions to be composod of#Gormans, 
. with German Officors, sh ow « 
Ropoit of Committee on oe Robinson'se 
caso: Tle is pormilted to go ut largo on pa- 
1ole, ‘7s ~ me - 
Colonel Woodford directed to send to Williams- 
burgh all Tories who’ have borno Arms 
against the Colony; to extend indulgence to 
such as joined Lord Dunmote thfough necos- 
sity; and to permit the distressed Highlanders 
‘to pass to North-Carolina, - . . 
Declaration offering pardon to the Slaves who * 
have taken Arms under Lord Dunmore, upoit 
returning todheir duty, — + - 7 
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81 
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84 


~ * 4 84 
Arms and Accoutroments talcontat Great uae 
ho 


to be appropriated to publick usd, and t 
valuo thei cof divided,among tho Soldisrs? -~ 


 Reprisals of the Property of Lord a athe 


‘15, 


Pa 


16, »*Potition from Tnhabj 


*, 


for Property seized by him, not porditied 
without the order of the Convention, ~~ 
Captive Slaves to bo ontployed at tho Incad 
ine in Fineastlo County, “ ” - 
Cartor Braxton appointed’ a Dolegate to tho 
Continental Congress, in placo of thé late 
Poyton Randolph, «© = «= = = 
t&nts of Lunenburgh Coun- 
ty, praying ,the establishment of a Test, 
whereby the friends of America may be dis- 
tinguished from those who are inimical to the 
giprious cause in which the country is on+ 
gaged,’ « =  « a“! 
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CONTENTS, 
1776, 
Dec.28,Committes to consider tho services of Mr, 


o 
Potition fiom Dr, Archibald Campbell: Denies 
the chaige against kim, that he had taken an 
« activo put under Lord Dunmore, relative to 
the late trausactions in Norfolk; and pays 
the protection of tho Convention, in behall of 
the Toba bitante of the Borough, - - - 
Twelve Members of new Committee of Safety 
elected, = ” . 


Dec.t8,Committee of Nangemond County directed to 


e 


« 


19, 


20, 


21, 


22, 


prevent the suling of a Vessel to Creat Brie 
iain with Navel Stores, =  -  - = 
Petitions from Joseph Simpson, John Camp- 
bell, and Alexander Ross, for losses in the 
late expedition against the Indians, for repairs 
of Fort Pitt, building Fort Bineastlo, and ad- 
yanees to Major Connolly, - * os 
Petuon fiom Edwatd [ack Moseley, of Prin- 
evss Anne, and Matthew Plnipp, of Norfolk. 
They avo represented as inimical to their 
country, and iequest a hearing before the 
Convertion, —« “ - - - - 
Natives of Great Biitain, Inhabitants of the Co- 
lony, having violated the Continental As- 
soviation, and become active promoters of 
tho cruel and arbitrary persecutions of tho 
people, and propagutors ‘of falsehoods against 
thon, the Resolution founeily passed in theit 
favour is rescinded, - « we “ 
Ordinance for establishing a Genoral ‘est, pre- 
sented, and read the first time, = 
Petitions of Tububimnts of Augusta County, 
fox vemauerntion for services and expenses in 
tho late Indign War, - - “ - 
Soldiers in theifegnlar. sorvieo to bo allowed 
Hunting-Shiits, Leggins, and Bindings for 
their Tints, by the publick, oes 
Proceedings of tha Commissionors to treat with 
tho Indians laid before the Convention, - 
County-Licutenants required to Reop double 
Patioles during the ensuing holydays, - 
Tioops raised by an Ordinance of the last Con- 
yenuon, in Fineustle County,’ to be dishanded, 
Ordinanees for iaising an additional nnmboer of 
Forees for tho defence gn protection of the 
Colony, and for estublishing a mode of ina- 
hing ‘Tubneco payments during tho discontin- 
uanca of tho ‘Lobneco Law, presented, and 
yead the first timo, . * - « 
Patition of fohn Willoughby, of the County of 
Novfoltr, requesting to bo heard on tho reports 
ugaingt him, of bomg ipimical to the intorests 
of his couatry, rr 
Peution of Archibald Govan, praying that, as he 
has not infringed the Agsucintion, ho may not 
bo made to sitfler for tho unfriendly Letters 
ford on bond his Vessel, - ex 
Ondinaney for vaising an additional namper af 
Voges, read a second timo, and referred to a 
Committes of the Whole Convention, « — « 
Position of tha Inhabitants of Frederick, and 
others Yesiding westward of tho Blno Ridge, 
foy payment for expenses and losses in lato 
Indian War, - 6% we 
Potition of Cary Mitchell, praying that, ag he 
is suspected of being unfriendly to his coun. 
uy, thoie may bo a full inquiry into his con- 
ct, “8 = ne 
Thanks to the OMicers, Volunteers, and Soldiers 
of North-Carolina, for their prompt and gon- 
erous aid in defence of our common rights 
against tha cnomics of American, ~ + + 
Petition fiam sundiy persons of Cumberland 
‘County, praying that the indulgence granted 
e to Foreiquers-may bo recalled, and a Gonoral 
Lest ostablished for all suspgeted poisons, « 


ba, PFerilion of umes Wodd, of Frederick Coufty, 


26, 


Captain of a Cgmpany in tho lato expedition 
against the Shawaneso ‘owns, praying remu- 
noxation for, lossos sustnined by him, = « 

, Thonks to Colonel Blliot, to James and Rickard 
Barron, and to the Inhabitants of Hampton, 
for their successfifl oxdrtions in defeating the 
designs of our enemics, — ~ - 7 - 
Charles Robinson ordered to bo discharged from 
his Parole, =- « - »- ye «= 
Ordinance for raising an additional number of 
Forees, considared in Committeo of the Whole, 


27, Same Ordmance further considered, - + 


Fo 


unre Senres—Vol. ry, 
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88 


88 


89 


93 


94 


96 


96 


97 
97 


98 
98 


James Wood, who was sent among the In- 
° A : 

dians on the Westetn Fiontior mor to the 
late Treaty at Pout Pit, - = * = 


29, Colonel Howe diected to inform Captain Bel- 


lew, of His Majesty’s Ship Liverpool, that, if 
he ean satisfy the Convention that ho comes 
to Vigmin on a friendly errand, Provisions 
may be furnished for lis crew; but, if not, the 
Tnhabiunts of Virginia will not contribute 
towanils their own destincon, —~ = be 
Appoutionment of the Salt taken by the Cryis- 
ers at [Hampton among the sevoral Counties 
of the Colony,- + - + - 
Ordinaneo for raising an additional number of 
Forces, further consitered, eee 


30, Samo Ordinance futher considered, - . 
1776, ‘Chanksto the Rev. Mr, Grifliths for his tuly 
Jun, 


patioticl: Sermon preachid yestorday,- + 
Ordinnnes for raising an additional number of 
Forces, further considered, - - - - 


2, Torms offered by Colonel Lowe to the Tn- 


habitants of Nosfolle who had joined Lord 
Danmore, and desired to retuin, appiqved by 
the Convention 


3, Arclnbald Cam phell, John Willoughby, and. 


Cary Mitchell, of Novfoll, dischai ged on 
then prrole not to give intelligence or asgist« 

ance to the enemies of Amenica, ~ - - 
Momorial of Lioutenant-Colone! Chistian, Wil 
liam Preston, and Adthur Campbell, asking 
Louuaation for sorviees m late Indian war, 
Ondinunce for raismg additional korces, further 
cousidaed, + ewes - 
Edwaid Usel Moseloy and Tdward 1 Ioele 
Moseloy, Jun,, chseharged on their parolo not 

to give intulligence ar assistance to the ene- 

mics of Ameticn, + + . “ . 

4, Matthew Phripp, of Norfolk, who, in his ox- 
tremity, had taken Lord Danmore's Oath, in 

the Spilios of the Convention ought to bo 160 
stored to tho confidence of his countrymen, - 
Oidinance for raising additional Forces, farther 
consiluied, © mm 

6, Report of the Committeo appointed to inqnire 
whether the Goods taken on bod several 
Vessols ut Lampton were imported agiceably 

to the Continental Association, and whether 

tho sume belonged to fiends to Ampiica, or 

to euemics of this Volony,- = ee 
Repoit of Committco on tho Services of Mr. 

ames Wood, - = . 

Oidinanco for raising additional Forees, 
considered, - - - . - 
Proceedings of the Court of Inquiry hold on the 
Prisoners taken at Notloll, and in the neigh- 
bothood theraof, laid before tho Convention, 


“ 


furthor 


G6, Report of Committee on Petition of Alexander 


Ross and William ‘Thompson, of Pittsburgh, 
Ordinance for raising additional Lovees, fra thor 
consideied in Committeo of the Whole~—to be 
repotted to the Couvorition on tho Oth instant, 


8, Treasurer oideed to advance ono thousand 


Potinds for tho relief of tho Inhabitanty of 
Norfolk who have éuflvred fiom the destrac- 
tion of that ‘Jiown, ~ 9 « - ” - 
Tho caseg of two Vessels taken by Captain Bar- 
yon, in Elampton Roads, and earned up Yor) 
River, laid before the Convention by the Pre- 
sidont, = - - - “ “ - 
Report of the Committee on tho Petition of 
Sampson and George Matthews,» + + 
Resolution appointing Colonel John Bowyer 


Commussionor of Claiiis oniaccount of the, 


lato expedition aa the Indians, rescinded, 
and Josoph Caboll appointed in his stead, — « 


9, Report on Petition of Robert Carr, sos 


Potition of Richa Hopper, master of ho Ship 
Rockingham, in behalf of the owners, Mer- 
chants in Tull, England, ~~ = « 

Ojdindnce ‘for raising additional Lorees,, with 
sovoial amendments, reported to the Convon~ 
tion'from the Committee of the Whole, - 

Antendinents to bo considered to-marrow, . 


10, Letter from Council of Safety of North-Caro« 


lina: Colonel Howe has oiders to remain in 
Vitginia as long asthe publick service may 
require, ee ee 
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1778. 
Committee of Safety directed to inform the Virg 
ginia Delegates in Congress that the state of 


afftiis 1eqtuyes an incieasé of the Regular ‘ 


Forces to nine Regiments necessary, and re- 
questing they may be taken in Continental pay, 

Cargo of the Brig Fanny, taken by Captain 
Barron, and carried to Cumberland, to. be 
«disposed of for the use of the Colony, = = + 
Tan\1,Ordinance for raising additional Forces, 1ead 
third time and passed, Sa - - 

Hugh Meicer elected Colonel of the Third Re- 
\giment, - - - = ee . 

12, Bng Fanny ordered to be delivered to her own- 
er, Joseph Hewes, of Noith-Carolina,a mem- 

ber of the General Congiess, a known fiiend 

ba to America, and wholly a stanger to the ill 
conduct of the Captain, ” 

‘. Field-Officers of the seven additional Regiments 
appointed, 

18, Petition of sundry Inhabitants of Norfoll and 
Pimeess Anne Counties, setting forth their 
suffelings fiom the Tioops under Lod Dun- 

more, and their apprehension-of greater cru- 

= eltigs if our Troops ate dislodged fram Nor- 
, folk, - - . - - . - 
Repoit on Representation of Committeo vf Isle 

of Wight: John Goodiich declaicd a hiend 

of the Colony, - . - - - - 
Repoit of the Committee on the conduct of John 
Goodich, William Goodrich, and John 
Goodiich, Jun.: Bartlett Goodrich and John 
Goodiich, Jun,, have manifestly violated the 

fist aiticle of the Continental Assosiaion, - 
Colonel Howe appeared bofore the Convention, 

and examined conceining the present situation 

of Notfolk, and the neighboihood thereof, - 

15, Inhabitants of Norfolk and Princess Anne Coun- 
ties, exposed to the attacks of the enemy, ad- 


vised to remove, with theit effects; the poorer 


to be assisted by the publick, + + - 
Report of Committee to inquiie into the cases of 
the Prisoners in the City of Wilhamsburgh: 
Alexander Cordon and others to bo detained 
as Prisoneis of War; Caleb Whitehurst and 
‘others to be dtscharged on pnjole not to aid 
Loid Dunmore in future, -  * = - ‘ 
16, Hepat of Committee on Petition af John Good- 
neh, = 5 ee 
17, “Puisoners sent by the Committco of Northamp- 
ton County to be,examined by the Committee 
of Safety, a 
Report of the Committee on Prisoners confined 
in the Publick Jail: Slaves who hrve boine 
Arms in the service of Lord Dunmore to bo 
4 — gent to the West India Islands, and sold, == 
18, Colonel.of the First Regimont allowed an Aid- 
de-camp = ,* = = # #  « 
William Finnie olected Deputy Quaitermster 
General; Thomas Bullet, Adjatant-Genaral ; 
aid John Seas, Deputy Adjutant-Geneial, - 
19, Committee to inquire into, and report upon, the 
conduct of the Officers and Militia of Princess 
Anne County, + = - = = 
The propriety of opening the American Ports 
to all willing to nade with us, Great Britain, 
" Tveland, and the British West Indies, excopt- 
"ed, recommeniled to the consideragion of the 
Continental Congress, ~~ =, = 
All Publick Money, except his Majesty's Quit- 
rents, now in the hands éf Collectors, and 
other Officers, to be paid into the hands of the 
Treasmer of the Colony, = ~ « 
Adjourned to AMjril 2, to meet in Williamsburgh, 

, Ordinances passed by the Convention— 
, 4. For raising an additional number, of Forces 
: for the defence and protection of thé Colony, 
2. For appointing Sherif - - -  « 
3, For amending tho Ordinance for providing 
Arms and Ammunition for the use of tho 
Colony, = ~~ ~ © w ey = 
4, Fox raviving'and amending an Orilinance ap- 
pus a Commmitteeof Safety, « + « 
5. For establishing Tobacco Payments during 
the discontinuance of the’ Inspeétion Law, - 
6, Amending an Ordinance for regulating the 
election of Delegates and Committee-mon, - 
7. For establishing a mode ‘of punishment for’ 
the enemies to Aierica,in Virginia, - — - 
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oe 
Dec. 1, Address of the Gentlemen, &e,, of the City of * 


Carlisle to the King: Nothing on theirspart 

will bo wanting to countgiact the fianuck and 
nofaious machinations of Avistocratick or 
Republican ‘Traitors, + ” - 
Address of the Gentlemén, Clorgy, &«., of Dub- 
lin, to the King, - ” " ~ 

1, Letter fiom Captain Leslio to Cenoral Gago, - 
1, Letter from Captain Foudyco to Captain 
Urquhart, - ~ ” - - “ 

1, Letter, fiom Paul Micheau to tha New-Yorle 
Congress. Committee of Richmond, County 

has not ord@ed an election af Deputy to tho 
Provincial Congress, - - “oe “ 

1, Meeting of the New-York Assembly provogued 
to first day of January neat, - ” - 

1, Letter fiom Cumberland County Committee to 
New-Yoik Congicss, 


.- 
1, Recantation of David 'nylor, Jun, addressed to * 


the Committee for the ‘Town 
Connecticut, = 4 « 7 

1, Letter fiom General Leo to General Bargoyno, 
1, Letlet fom Colonel Moylan to Colonel Went- 
woith: Instructions in iegaid to captuicd 

‘ Vessels, ~- - - - . - - 
1, Lettor fiom Colouel Moylan to William Wat 
son, giving him instructions as to fitting out 

the Armed Vessel, - + 

J, Letler fiom Genoial Pumam to Conoral Wash- 
ington, = = 4 ww soe 

!, Letter from Dr, Jackson toggNow-[Tampshiro 
Provincial Congress: Recdiuiates his ser- 

vices since ho entored tho Army, in conse~ 
quenco of an intimation that ho had been ab- 
senta long timo: Ho was engaged in laying 

out Foiufications, constructing Wield Cu- 
yinges, fhising and oxeicising an Antillory 
Company, making Caitndges, &e., besides at» 
tending to his regular dutiesas Surgeon, | « 

2, Addvess of tho Magistrates, &e., of Borough of 
Jedbmgh to the King: ‘They hear ‘with aldim, 

that tho Americans, lost to all sonso of justico 

and gratitude, are proceeding in the desporate 
purpose of shalting off their dopendanco on 

’ the Mother country, see “ 

2, Letter fiom Lord Dunmore to Goneral Elowo: 
A Winter camppign would’ reduco, without 

dhe smallest doubt, the whole of the Southern 
country to a proper state of obedience, ” 

2, Letter from Cah in Squire to Admiial Chaves, 
2, Lotter fron tho President of Congress (o the 
te Commanding Officer of tho Pennsylvania 
Battalion, requesting him to stationa Gund 

for the protection of tho Vedsols and Stoves 

on the whatyes of Willing & Morris, ~~ 

2, Letter from tho President of Copgress to,Genc- 
rl Washington, Ca 

2, Letter fiom tho President of Congress to Co. 
vemour Trumbull. ‘The Commidioneis sont 
toconsult with General Sehuylor Ave ingtruct- 

ed to induco tlfe Mon to ieinlist -for ono year 

® from the first of Janiialy next: No bounty will 
be allowed to tho Soldioig on icinlistment, + 

2, Letter from the President of Congrcas to tho 
» Now-Eampshiie Convention, transmitting 
certain Resolutions of Congiess,- «= 

2, Lotter from Theodore Van Wyck to Nuyv- York 


of Danbury, 


Congress, informing them of the reason of his , 


non-attendanco,, = « | = yw 
2, Declaration of Thomas Colden, High Sheriff of 
Ulster County, agknowledging his opposition 
to the measures of the Congross, and pledginge 
himself to support them*in futuro, ” . 

2, Wetract of a Lettor from an Officer in tho Nori 
» orm Army: Colonel Ritgéma has tken SP 
Q Luke La Corne and Major, Campboll prison- 
* ets: The Gariison at Montrgal is woul ; but 
“Cloneral Wooster is taking measuros to put it 

in tho best ordor of dofenco possible, ~~ 

2, Letter from a Cornmitted’ of tho Assombly to 
Governout Trumbullp relating to tho pay- 

‘ _ ment of (he Conneotieut Troops at Roxbury, 


2, Latter from General Washington to Covernour , 


Trumbull; ‘The timo of the Connedtcut 
Troops dogs not expire until the 10th ingtant, 


when otherg will be in to supply their place; 
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yet, yesterday morning, most of them resol ved 
io leave tho Camp many went off, some 
* . with their Arms and Ammuniton, “oe 


Dee, 4, Committee of Louisa County, Virginia, offer, in 
-tho’ namo of the whole County, to malo the 
best provision in theit power for their dis- 


Dec, 2, Letter fiom Colonel Moylan to William Bartlett. tressed Inethren in the lowor Counties, = 171 
Itdoos not apeanthat Captain Broughton had 4, Teter hom Colonel Scott to a fiend in Wile 
good ieason for seizing the Sloop Phobos and hamsbuigh Advantages have been gained in 
the Geneial orders that she be delivered to soveial skirmishes with the King’s ‘lroops; 
Mr. Aborn, = - . - - “ - 158 while writing, alarm gun fired, and a numer 
2, Letter from Colonel Moylan to William Bait- of Honsvs at the Great Bridge on fio, - W7t 


Jett: Captain Juntor and his crew to be treat~ 
ed with humanity, and, may bo permitted to 
live-on bonid the Vessel, - 


Letter fiom Josiah Bartlett to the A a 
cshire Committee of Safety. Congress fs 
voted for Now-{lampshiie the sum of forty 


2, Lotter fiom Rev, Bleazes Wheelock to General . thousand Dollas, = «= - »« «+ 172 
Washington, giving him an account of an in~ 4, Letter fiom Samuol Tucker to Lord Stirling, « 172 
terviow witli the famous Mdfor Rogers, and 4, Lett from Loid Stiling to Isane Bonnell, |, 
communicating the suspicions entertainad that giving directjons about the Baniacks, &e., - 172 
the Major was in the service of the enemy, ~ 158 4, Tatter fiom Loid Stiling to the Now-York 

2, Letter fom Genoral Sullivan to New-Hampe . Congress, applying for’ Fire-Aims for tha . 
she Committea of Safety, mging thom to Jersey Troops ordered ta the now Fort in the 
despatch reinforcements as soon as possible, Highlands, on [indson River, ~ a a. S78 

* as tho @onneeticut Forces have determined to 4, Lettor fiom Goveinour ‘Tryon to Whitehoad 
‘leave the lines, and thé enemy in Boston are Ticks, cnelosing an Addiess to the Inhabitants 
fally acquainted with oursituation, - (= 169 of Now-Youk, » 4 6  « = 178 

2, Lettor fiom an Officer in Boston to his friend in * Letter from a Citizen to Governow ‘Tryon, on 
Edinburgh: The Troops are harassed with his Addiess to the Inliabitants of Now-York, 174 
constantly watching tho Rebels; many. aro 4, Teter hom Montreal to a Geptlomen in Phile« 
sick, and fresh Provisions very dear ;, but the delphia: Gencral Montgomery is on his way 
Rebels are im a‘worso conditian from want of to Quobeck ; Carleton ling about twelve han 

+ Olothing and Sheltor, ~ om wm SBD died fighting men with hm, = YG 

2, , Lotter from Genaral Howa to the Barl of Wart 4, Lettor from Clovornour ‘rambull to tho, Couns 
mouth, cnclosing copies of Roturns and Ysti- eil of Masanchusotts, enclosing Peuits, &e,, 
mates, with occasional Remarks, ~ = 160 from tho Committees of Falmouth, Massa 

8, Letter from Loyd Stirling to tho President of chusetts, and Suilolke County, Now-York, to 
Congress: ‘1'f6 Jersey Regiments aro ii want , Captain Fanning, of Nantuoket, to transport 
of Clothing, Aims, and Ammunition ; hopes Provisions to thatIsland, ~ «=e NG 
tho six Companies ordered to tho Fortress on 4, Tottor from Colonel Moylan to the Conneil o| 
Hudson's River will march noxt week, ~ 164 Mussachusotts, with a list of Prisoners, =~ 176 

Letter fiom John MekKesson to Loid Stiling: 4, Lottor from Covernour Cooke to Genoral 
At presont there is noithor Provincial Con- ‘Washington, asking how ho is to disposo of 
gress nor Committeo of Snloty in session, - 165 Captuin Stanhope; of the British Navy, a 
Lotter fiom Lord Stirling to Coloncl Maxwell, nour relution of Marl Stanhopy, lately mado 
; twging him to hasten the march of his Tioops prisoner at Nowport, ee vis 
t6 thu Noith Rivor, - « - * - 166 4, Cowt-Martiol at Roxbury on Prisonos charged 
Retuin of tho Mist New-Jersey Regiment in with desertion to thoenemy, == ATT 
the Continental Sorvica, under the command 4, T.ettor fom ‘General Washington to Colovel 
of LoidStirling, % ~ ~ = = 166 + MeMongull. Connon is much wanted, bata 
Captain Idrekine to Officns of the Tirst Jeasey ‘full supply a Shot and Shells has ‘been ob 
Battalion: Co has raised and equipped an In tained from tho,captured Store-Ship, « — «« 178 
dependent Company at hiseown expense at tho 4, Lotter from Robat 1, Uurrison to the Mugsa« 
Ringwood Lrou-Works, and complains that chusetls Council, « = =  ~ — « 1222 
his mepoaro inlistedtin gthor Gompanies, © - 166 4, Letter fiom Georgo Leonard, Jun, to the Mus- 
8, Letter from Walter Livingston (o the Congress, 167 sechuselts Council, ~ + « = « (292 
3, Lotter from Robert H, [trrison to the Council * 4 Lettor froin Genoral Gates to tho Massachusetts 

; of Massnchusetts® Information has beon ree + ‘Council, ~« = ww a ~ 1283 
ceived that persons are to bo sent out of Bos 4, Lotter from Roboit EH, Tfarricon to William 
ton, lately inoculated for the Small-Pox, with Bartlett: ‘Tho General docs not consider the 
tho design, probably, of apreading tho infec Sloop sent in by Captain Broughton « prize, 
tion» a C:) and will havo nothing to do with her, ~ + 

* 8, Letter from Colonel Glover to’ Genoval Wash- 4, Totter from Robot UW, Marrison to William 

ry inglon : pepe Manly has bought in ap- Palfroy, ~ "8 8 be at AS 
othor Prfe, 6 eee BB 4, Totter from Stophon Maylon ta Colonel CHovor: 

8, Letter, from’ General Sullivan, to Now-Hamp- ‘Pho General has received the accotnt of the 
shive Committee of Safety: ‘The Connecticut captive of the Concord, but dors not fool, ate 

7 Forces bogin to leave in Companies, six or thorized to declare Finglish Vessels in tho 
soven days before their limo is expired: Tho merchant sorvice lawful capes, and has ree * 
Now-Mampshire Troops should bo sent im- fered tho matter to Congress, « - «=, 179 
mediately, as much may depond upon their 4, * Lotter from William Watson to Colonel’ Moy- 
spogly arrival, + + = ~  « 16 lan; Ho supplied the wants of the Crow, and 

“8, Letter fipm Joseph Wentworth to Stephen Moy- the Brigantine has been repaired, and has 

« ‘ Jaa: Two prizes aro at Wintor Harbour; sniled, - «= « - 179 


thdy should be removed to gomo safe Port, « 
Letter from wio New-Hampshire Committes of 
7 Safety to Colonel Hobart, urging him to 
 yaisea number of Companies in Hillsborough 

-. County, with all Possible despatch, to guard 
«dour lines, Jef open by the Connecticut Porecs, 

8, Lotter from tho Now-Hampshire Commilteo of 
‘ Safety to Colonel Walker, - ~ «+ + 
8, Lotter from Genoral Howo to tho Envi of Dax. 
4 month: Wears a general defection of tho Cr- 
‘“Sprdians, and that tho whole Provineo will 

_ fall-into the hands of the Rebels; Montreal 
hagsubrendered ; a tunsport, with Arms, &e., 

has beénstaken by a Rebel Privateer; and 





4, Lettor fiom General Washington to tho Presi« 
dent of Congress: Ele has galled for five 
thousand men flom Magsachusct(s and Neéw- 

+ Hantpshive, to make up the deficioney of the 
Connecticut men, who will all leave on tho 
JOth instant; and fears tho same dofeétion in 
other troops, when thelr time expires, ‘Tho 
trauble with tho Crews of the Armed Vessels 
is:inexpressiblo; Manly’s auccess has lately 


: quieted his people; the Crows of the Wash- 


ington and Flayrison havo actually dasorted 


‘ 


them. ‘Tho want of Powder ig so great that | 


nothing offensive can be attempted; thera is 
barely’enough to defend the lines in case of 


fearing thes¢ advantages will encomage the an atlacl, ~ ye =  « w = 180 
Rebels to nyhke further attempts, ho recom. Letter fiord Genergl Puinam to Choneral Wash- 

* mends an inérease of thé Army in Canada ington, queens him to recommend Colonel 
to twelve thousand fighting men, - a 170 Babcock for Brigadier-Genora], + - - + 182 
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Dec. 1, Resolution of the House of Representatives ef 
Massachusetts, calling the attention of’ Gane- 
ral Washington to'the importance of Cape 
Cod Harbour, - - 
* Geneial Orders, from December 1 to December 5, 
5, Letter fiom Colona! Scatt, at Great Bridge. . 
There is hardly an honr in the day but they 
* exchange shot with the British, - - 
5, Notice by William Whetcroft, Postmaster at 
Annapolis; Tho Constitutional Post-Offico 
having been instituted by the Congress, it is 
+ hoped that all well-wishers to the opposition 
in America will promote the same, - 
5, Letter from Lord Stirling to tho President of 
Congress’ ‘Ihe Troops to be sent fiom New- 
Jersey to the Eighlands cannot be quartered 
contiguous to the new Fortress on the Hud- 
son River, for there are not five habitablo 
houses within five miles of it 
5, Lotter from Colonel Woodhull to Lord Stirling: 
The Barracks at the new Foit in the High- 
lands are now crowded, and it is impossible 
to quaiter the Jersey ‘Troops there; in the 
course of the winter additional Bariacks will 
be built to accommodate one thousand men, ~ 
5, Letter from the Provincial Congress of New- 
York to the Commissioners at the Highlands, 
urging them to completo Barracks for one 
thousand men as soon as possiblo, 
5, New-York Committee Petition to tho Provin- 
cinf Congress, complaining of the seizing and 
carrying off Rivington’s types at noon-day, 
by Cuptain Scars, and praying that somo 
means may be devised to protect the lihorty 
and property of the Inhabitants, « 
Express despatched to give notice of the sailing 
of an Armed Vessel up the North River, 
William Leary appointed ‘lown-Major, 
Colonels of Regiments authorized to appoint 
days for olection of Company Officers to filt 
vacancies, "8 
F John Myford, charged with inlistin 
tho Asta Man-of-War, janmnaiat 
, charged, - a 
5, Letter from Major Skene to Hugh Gaino, de- 
_ ¢laring that the assertion that he had violated 
sa his Pajole is groundless, - - 8 
5p Letter from the Committee of Dutchess County 
to the Now-York Congress: ‘Three persons, 
material“ witnesses against prisoners charged 
with inhsting men for tho Ministerial Army, 
have refised to bo sworn, and contémned the 
authority of the Committeo, As there aio 
many officious Ministerial Agents in tho 
County, tho advice of the Congress how to 
“act inthe promises ig solicited, + 
5, Letter from Colonel Knox to General Wash- 
’ ington, with a list of Stores to be conveyed 
from Ticonderoga to the Camp, + 
5, Letter from General Montgomery to General 
Schuyler: Hits arrived before Quebeck with 
abont threo hundred men; proposes to amuse 
Mr. Carleton with a formal attack; but 
means to assault the works towards the Lowor 
Town, and thinks there isa fair prospect of 
1 success, = = ew 
5, Lettor front Colonel Arnold to General Wash- 
ington: General Montgomery, with three ° 
hundred men, joined him at Point-aux-Trom-~ 
bles on the 3 instant; his own Detachment 
amounts to six hundred and seventy-five men, 
5, Letter, from an Officer in Canada to Isaiah 
Thomas, giving an account of the difficultics 
and sufferings of Arnold’s Detachment in their 
march to Canada,” - ” - 
5, Letter from Governour Trumbull to General 
Schuyler, ir ee 
Letter from General Washington to James 
Otis: Tho Resolvo of the Genoral Court to 
pay the men by the lunar month aims’ a most 
: fatal stab to the peaco of thé Army; Lord 
: North himself could not have dovised a more 
effectual blow to the Recruiting Service, . + 
5, Latler ftom General Washington to the Assem- 
bly of Massachusetls,’giving a statement of 
. his situation in consequence of the refusal of 
! the Connecticut Trodps to cotitinne in service 
at this critical time, and expressing his foars 
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that their examplo will bo followed by tho 

Forees from the otfer Now-England CGolo-, 

nies. Ho suggests that vigorous measwits 

may be adopted, if the poweys of tho Crovern- 
ment are adequate, to feiljtito tho completion 
of tha Army, which cannot be iceruited in 
any reasonnble time by voluntary inlistments, 
Dee. 7, Lotter from the General Court of Massnebtsetts 
to General Washington: Tho Oflicors and 
Soldiais of the Militia now to bo raisrd are 
pul npon tho same footing, in all respeets, ne 
the rest of tho American Army under his 

, command, - 

Letter from Ya Washington to Cenoral 
Schuyler: {Knows his complaints aro well- 
founded, but begs ho will not think of resign- 
ing ‘Tho canso we are engaged in is so just 
and righteous, that wo must try to riso supe 
rior to every obstacle in its suppo.t, 

Letter from General Washington «to Colonel, 
Arnold, offering fo him and his’ b®ve follow- 
ers sincere thanks for their entermising and 
porsoveling spit during their long and fa- 
tiguing match, « - 4 ” - “ 

Letter from Crennial Washington to Governour 
Cooke; [Ie is convincell of the impracticn- 
bility of recruiting the Army by voluntary 
inlistments; but this is rot a timo for trifling; 
and the exigency of affairs culls aloud fot vit 
goons exertions, hos 

Lotter from Colonel Moylan to the Salem Com- 
mittee, reforring to them, by direction of the 
Gendral, tha ense of the geingaon Packet, 
taken at Barrington, in Novi-Seotia, 

Letter from Colonel Moylan to Captain Wads- 
worth, directing him to oxamino the Harbour 
of Cape-Cod, ani report what Vortifications 
may bo necessary for tho dofenco of its en- 
trance, “ - “ ° a oo 

Letter fiom Colonel Moylan to William Bart 
Jett: ‘ho Gonoral orders that the Schognor 
Thomas, ftom Fayal, seized by Gaptain Coit, 
bé immediately surrendered, It is not tho in- 
tention of the Continent to interrupt good citi~ 
zens in their trade, & . 

Letter from the Generhl Court of Massachngotts 
to their Delegates in Congress, roprésonting 
tho difficulty arising from tho detormination 
of the Congreso pay by tho calendar month, 
after Mussachusetts hgd agreed to pay by tho 
lunar noni “e La ean ar ae 

Letter fiom the Now-TJampshito Committed of 
Safoty to General Sullivan: ‘I'hoy aro making 
every eflort lo furnish, If tho LOth instant, the 
Troops reqitired of them, ~« 

Proclamation to tho Govornour of Nova-Scotia: 
A daring and traitorous Rebellion against his 
Majesty subsists in his Colonics on tho Qon- 
tinont; and many of the Rebels havifg diitad 
to inet and invade the Provineg, he dabiured 
martial law to We in full force théroin, » 

Address of tho «Noblemen, &e,, of tho County 
of Caithness, to tho King: Alarmed with tho 
prospect of seeing the freest ompire God 
ever fiamed vent by an unndimal war in 
America, and an unprovolied factiofi at homo, 
they pledge their lives and fortunes to subdue 
a rebellion premeditated, anprovgleed, and that 
every day is becoming mére genera, « 

Address of tho Magishates, &c., of tho Royal 
Burgh of Oupar, in Fifo, to the King,» —- 

General Meeting of the Planterg, of tho Sugar 
Colonies, residing in Great Britain; and of the 
London Merchants trading to the said Colé 

@ nies; their "Procecdings, and Petition to tho 
Tlouse of Commons, ~ \v 
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5, 


5, 


5, 








Letter fom a Gentleman itt Efenrico to his fiend 
in Williamsburgh, explaining the condition 
of tho People in tho lower Gounties, who aro 
sufforing for avant of Salt, ~ ” 
Commitice for Chesterfickl County, Virginia, do- 
clare that Edwaid Johnston, of Manchestor, 
has wilfully, violated the Proclamation o: 

* tho Committee of Safety, i 

6, Letter from Samuel Patterson to the Dalaware 
Delegates in Congress: Offers tho Congress 
one thousand Pounds in gold; and: will take, 
in exchanee. their hills daw in ciranlntion. 


XXIV 


191 


{91 


192 


192 


193 


193 


198 


194° 


16 
197 


‘ 
. 


197 
199 
200 


20a 


XV : 
1775. . 
Jec, 6, Letter from Richad Tlenry Leo to Genoral 
Washington, Has réason to holieve the im- 
* movements on the Kenhawa hayo not boen 
destioyed by the Indians, - - ” - 
Letter fom Edmuad Pendleton to Richard 
Henry Leo, Movements of the ‘Troops in 
Virginjg; action at Kemp's Landing, ~ 
6, Momorial of John Bull, of Philadelphia, to, tho 
Congress, requesting authority nay bo given 
him to disposo of tho Lands belonging to the 
Nanticokes, in Marylaryl, who are desirous of 
1emoving to live with the Six Nations, - 
6, Letter from Lord Stiling to tho President of 
Congress, « - - ra eee a 
Punishment of Thomas Randolph, of Quibblo- 
‘ town, Now-Jersey, for yoviling and opposing 
the Continental and Provincial Congi esses and 
Committees, - - - - - : 
6, Declaration of the Inhabitents of Queen’s Coun- 
ty, New-York: ‘Cho repoit that they aro 
intmicaf to tho American cause is void of 
tiuth; they wish to remain peaceable and 
quiet; have the means of protecting them- 
selves, and will not submit to bo disarmed, - 
6, Letter fiom Inhabitants of Putney, Cumberland 
County, Now-York, to Colonel Williams and 
Paul Spooner, - “ - - “ 
6, Letter fiom an Offiver in tho Camp before Que- 
becle: "ho men are it high spirits; if Que- 
: beck dops not surrender soon, itis the Geno- 
yal's intention to carry tha‘Iown by starnt, - 
6, Connecticut Couneil af Safety: Officers and 
Snilors of the Aimed Vessol taken near St. 
John’s ordored to bo sent to the County of 
Litchficld, rr 
Captain Autor and others, Prisonars sent to ba 
quartored in Connecticut, allowed to reside m 
Wethersfiold on their payole, = + ' 
Letler received from General Washington, ine 
cl forming that a numbor of the Connecticut 
Troops hnd'dosated the sorvice,« = = 
Letter ordered to bo sent in reply, expressing 
tho resentment of the Couneil at the conduct 
of the 'Troops,- = ee 
6, Lotter fiom General Washington to Covornour 
Cooke, 5 - = s : $ 
6, Letter from Colortel Moylan to ‘Timothy Pick- 
oring: It will givo the Gonoial great plea 
sure to contribute to thé partcuer sufely 
of tho Inhabitants of Salom, when he can do 
so consistent with "liise dutyeto defend tho 
whole, =" 2 7a we es 
6, Lottor from Steph&n Moylan to Captain Barilett, 
6, Letter fram Tames Sullivan to General Sulli- 
van, communicating his Plan for raising men. 
for thonow Army, = + - 
6, Tuctter from Cenorn! Folsom to the New-Llamp- 
shire Commited of Safety: Is exerting him- 
self fo raiso ‘Coops te march immediately to 
* tho Camp, - . 7 “ ae 
7,. Plan of Reconciliqtion with the Colonies offered 
in the Houso of Commons by.Mr, [Inuey, - 
7 Letter from William Do Hurt to Lord Stilng, 
%, Letter from the Commissioners for Fortifications 
to tho New: York Congresé, - - ° 
7%, Lotter ffm Albany Committeo to Committee 
of the District of Kinderhook: Earnestly 1¢- 
commending to the District of Kindo hook. 


i that ‘ey will adopt medsures to promote 
* _ arnong them peace and harmony, ~ oo. 
Reply of thio Kirtdorhool: Committee in‘ defenco 

. of the mengures they havo herctoforo pursued, 
7, Letter from Colonel Holmes to Captain Wyn- 


* Koop, =) = ge ne we 

4, Veltor frém Inhabitanta‘of Wostminster, Cur. 
* ,berland County, to Colonel Williams and 
Paul Spooncr,-¢ + 2 - 4 

+7, Reenutatign of Gideon Lownsbory,- - = 
%, “Letter from Govornour ‘Trumbill to Genowl 
Washington: The reprehensible conduct of 

* adths of the Traops.of the Colony has oxeited 
gritfj.surptise; and indignation, Care will be’ 

taken to make cxamples of somo of tha ring- 
leaders, The zeal and ardour of Cohnécti- 

cut in the comimon causé may be relied. on, “+ 

7, Detter from the General Court of Massachn- 
_ sels ta Gerietal i nog in reply to his 
Letter of the 6th insgufito Mr, Otis: ays 
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1776. 
» aro cloaly of opinion that the words of the 
Resolve will not justify tho constiuction sug- 
gested to his Kixevllency by General [eath, « 


Dee. 74 Letter from Ceneral Washington to the Piesi- 


dent of Congress: Broughton and Selman aro 
retwined without affecting any good purpose; 
Mr, Callbeck and two others, bought in 
Prisonors, have bpen discharged, = % 

Lotter fiom General Washington to Governour 
Cooke, requesting him to send Captain Stan- 
hope and the two Midshipmen to Northamp- 
ton on parole, ~ ” - - 

Letter from Genoal Washington to the Com- 
mittes for Portsmouth, Now-[lampshire, — - 

Lettor fiom Richard Deiby to Stephen Moylan: 
Tho Committea at Salem havo declined act- 
ing in the ense of tho Kingston Packet, but 
say there does not appear tho Icast canso to 
detain the vessel, woe 


ve . 


Py 


7, Letter fiom John Pickering to Stephen Moylan: : 


Tn such cases as that of the Kingston Packet, 
if Committees in differont ‘Towns give difler- 
ent judgments it will causo great difficulties; 
it should be determined by Judges whego ju- 
risdiction is genoil, ~= 9 = = 
Letter from Nathunicl Peasteo Sargeant to tho 
Massachusetts Council, + . . . 
Letter fiom John Waite to John Adams, With n 
statement of tho losses he sustained when Fral- 
mouth “was bunt by the Ministorial Troops 
and Navy, - ” . . » 
Advices fiom the interior of South-Carolina: 
Action with Cunningham’s party, + + 
Lotlor fiom tho President of Congress to Gom- 
milttco for Fredoriektown, with tho ‘hanks of 
Congress for their vigilance in seizing Came- 
ron, Smith, and Gonnally, ~ . - - 
Letter from the President of Congress to tho 
Goveinments of the soyoral Now-lngland 
Colonies: "Cho Congress is alarmed at the 
swant of publicle spirit, and backwardness in 
tho Soldiors to reinlist, and the dreadful conse- 
quences that must ensuc, should tho lines bo 
abandoned, and the Ceneral dosarted, at a 
critical moment, 
Letter from the President of Congress to Crene- 
tal Washington: Gonoial Schuyler has or 
dors to forwaid what Cannon and 
can spare; tho Congress aro sensibly aflected. 
with his situation, regret the backwardness of 
the Troops to reinlist, and have ompowered 
him to call forth tho Now-England Militia in, 
any emergency, wwe 
8, Loettor from ‘Thomas Lynch to Goneral Wash- 
inglon, = 8 mn 

8, Totter fiom the Now-York Provincial Congress 
to Prosidant [Iancoch, -  * 6 
8, Jeter from tho Provincial Congress lo tho Now. 
York Delegates in Continental Congress, —~ 
8, Potition of John Marks to tho New-York: Gon- 
gress for assistanco in establishing the business 

of malting Nails, which is much needed," 
8, Lettor fiom’ Genoial Schuylor to tho President 
of Congress: ‘I'he men are in_ wantiol suite. 

blo Clothing for the winter: Ale has not been 

able to settle the accounts with the Saldiors, 

from which the cause will suffer axtremoly; 
numbers that have gone home, havo sworn 

+ that they will never re-engage in the service, 
8, “Letter fiom Abram, Davenport to Goyarnour 
Lrumbull, asking permission for a Vessel to 

go to the West Indies with Pravisigns, and lo 

bring back Military Stores, wee 

8, “Letter from General Washington to Genoral 
Sullivan:*Tho intention of yeswiday's Order, 
rospecting tho Roviow of thé Connecticut 
‘Troops, is only to gfibrd a good opportunity 

A of making choice of such'of thoit Arms ag 
may bo found (it for the uge of the now Ariny, 

8, Lotter from Robert H. Florvison to Genera 
Thomas, ~ 8 8 58 “oo. 

8, Letter from Colonel Moylan to the Salen Cont- 
mitteo: Tha Goneral‘gnnnot decide upon 

. breaches of the Fadia that comes une 
der the cognizance of Committees of 
Safety,  -, ~ - ‘s 
8, Letter fom Stephen Moylan (8 Colonel Glover: 
‘The General desires ho will pygCaptain Dor. 
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“a 1776, 


e 


by in possession of Kingston Packet, and go 
mannge the matter that Head-Quarteis may 
hear no moreof it, - - - 


Dec.8, Letter fom General Sullivan to tho Bien Benp: 


+ 9, Letter fiom 


shire Commitee of Safety: General Was! 
ington is extremely pleased with the vigorous 
exeitions and noble spirit of the People of 
« New-Hampshire, - - - = . 
8, Letter fiom Jonathan Titcomb, and others, to 
Benjamin Greenleaf, see - 
8, Getter fiom Thomas Jones, and others, to Bon- 
jamin Greenleaf, - « a ee 
8, Proclamation by the Governour of Nova-Scotia: 
Fearing the evil-consequences that may cn- 
sue from permitting strangers, who may,be in 
the interest of the Rebels, to icsoit to the 
Town of Halifax, all, persons coming there 
» are required to report themselves within two" 
hours, or they will be treated as Spies, : 
9, Lotter from London: Measures of tho,Ministry 
fo carry into effect their plans with regard to 
the Colonies, - - 2 «= = - 
9, Letter fiom a Gentleman in London to his friend 
in, Virginia’ Government does not intend to 
make tho Grand Armament at Boston; the 
* whole Force, including those now in Ameri- 
ca, is to be twenty-six thousand men; they 
arg to be divided in America, and sent to New- 
York, Virginia, and South-Caolina, ~ = 
9, Latter flom Colonel Woodford to Rdmund Pen- 
dleton, informing him of the attack and de- 
. feat of the Biiush at Great Bridge, -? = 
9, Letter fiom Major Spotswood to q fiiend in 
Williamsbuigh, with sundry particulas of 
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22, James Kebblo, of Onslow County, at present in- 
imieal to the gauge of liberty, is disqualiGed 
fom holdmg any Offico in tho Militia, . 
Colonel Rhodes directedeto recoive into his evs- 
ay all the Gunpowder in the County of On- 
ploy, 2 « 8» «= «© ©» 
23, Samuel Johnston ordored to orect a Brenstwork 
in Edenton, for the defence of the Town, — + 
Friends to Amorican freedom requested to pur- 
chago all tho Powder, Sulphur, and Saltpetro, 
in their power, for tho uso of the publick, « 
24, Govqnonr Maitin having distributed a great 
humber of Tory Pamphlets in tho Westorn 
pats of the Province, whore the People aro 
not well informed, tho Dolegaes in Gongiess 
aro requestdl to procure the best Pamphlots 
that can bo had for the true information of the 
People « wee ,e ow 8 # . 
No person entitled to reliof against a Debtor, 
who shall not have subscribed tha Continen- 
tal Association and tho ‘Pest, ten days pre- 
vious to malging application for such relief, 

fi f 


a - * 


19, 
e 


19, 
20, 


» - . . 


21, 
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OORRNSPONDENGH, PROCEEDINGS, BTO, 


Dte.18, Lotter from the Provincial Congross to New- 

York Delegates in ContinentalsCongress, « 

18, Lattor from Colonel Hasbrouck to the New- 

‘ York: Congress, ee 

18, Lettor {Yom Govoinour ‘T'ryon to the Mayor of 

Now-York, warning the Inhabitants against 

7 continuing’ mgasutes that will involve tho 

. caltntry in misery, and bring destrustion on 

: their families and themselyas, ~ + « 

48, Lettor from @aptain Parker to Govornour Try- 

oni If any ‘Troops are raised, or Miltary 

. ® Works erected in Now-York, othor wise than, 

: by ordor of hig Majesty, it witl be his duty 

+, to treat tho Town us in open Rebellion against 

the King, . 

18, Lettor from the Committee for Kindorhook Dis- 

trict to the Committes far Albany County, 

18, Lotter from Sarhuel Stovens to John Mc{Xesson, 

recommending to tho Now-York Congress 

' PleldeOfficer’ for the two, Regiments in Cum- 

betlghd Coynty, % 9.) «oe fe 

18, Letter from Gencral Montgomery to Genoral 

Schuylét; He-has been near a fortnight be- 

ford Quebedk, with aight hundred men, and 

hopes the Traobs»vili be sent down ns soon 
aspossible, - .« 

Fourtu Serres,—-Vol, ry, 
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CONTENTS, ’ XXXIV 
1775, ’ 
Dee, 18,Lotter fiom Genoral Wooster to General Schuy- ; 


ler: [lo discharged no men botween Albany { 
and Ticonderoga, but gaye the Connecticut 
‘Troops a furlough to pnss to New-Englond, 
os they might be serviceable thoi, «= 
Lotter hom Governour Goake to the President 
of Conmess, -  ~ «© = = = 
Lettor from General Washington to Genefal 
lowe: Colonol Allen has been treated with- 
out regard to decency, humanity, or the rules of 
war. whatever fate he undeigoes, shall bo tho 
fato of Biigadien Pieseott,~ <= ” 
Lotter fiom General Washjngton to General 
Schuylor Requests him to inquno mto the 
manner of Colonel Allen's treatment, and tho 
tiuth of tho iepoits that Major Rogers had 
been acting de General Carleton, - + 
Letter fiom General Greono to Samuel Ward . 
This is no Umo for disgusting tho Soldimy, —-* 
when their aid is so essontial to the presorvas 
tion of the rights of human natme, and the 
hbertrs of Americas ‘Cho People avo brava. 
and spiuted, but cacoedingly avaricious ; thoy 
have oto ted fiom the necessities of the Aimy 
enormous prices for Tay, Wood, and ‘Teaming, 
Cortificute that Duncan McArthur, of the Royal 
Regiment of Highland Emigrants, tnised to, 
ane the unnattnal Rebellion in America, 
will bo entitled to two hundied acres of fore 
feitud Land at the conclusion of tho war, + 
Lettor fiom Gonoial Washington to tho Presi- 
dent of Congiess. Captain Manly has brought 
in another Prize, with Letters and Papers of 
tho greatest importance, which are forwarded 
to Congiess by a special Exmesy, - + Sid 
Lotter fom James Povel in Provost Prison, . 
Boston, Novemba 19 Tho Milituy Govern. 
ment in Boston have beon wantonly ‘aud cru. 
elly oxoreised against him since the 29th of 
Jun, en 
Lettor hom James Lavell to Genesal Washing. 
ton, Boston Prison, December G: Hois charged 
with boing a Spy, and giving intelligence 
to the Rebols, and has suflered Uh gyndiguttios 
of imptisonment sinco Juno last, without any 
sort of a tink, Genial Tlowo requires in 
exehange for him Governour Skene and his 
Son, mmm BG 
Intorcopted Letters transmitted to Congress by 
Geneial Washington, with his Lettor of De- 
reombor 18, «© = = = « 816-852 


310 
310 


310 
18, 


Bil 


18, 


Sil 
18, 


al2 
18, 


316 


® — 
Sop.80, Letter fiom Govornour ‘Tonyn to General Gago : 
[ns just received his Circumstantial Account 
of the unhappy affair that happened on the 
19th of Apu, sw mw ee BIG 
Oct, 8, Letter fiom Govornour ‘Tonyn to Admital 
Groves, © eH mw BG 
Sep.30, Letter from Colonel Stuart to General Gage: 
Tlas_ not .yet recoived answois to his Lettors 
and Messages to tho [ndian Nationa: Colonel 
Wirkland, who has been obliged to fly, will 
stato the situation of aflairs in tho back paris 
of the Southoin Provinces, sone 
Oct, 8, Latter from Colonel Stuart to Gencral Gago: | 
Tlaserecoived a ‘Talk frdm the Cheokees; it 
showg thoir digposition, which ho will culti« 
yato: It Will no longer bo good policy to fo~ 
mont the differences betyweon the Choctaws 
and Ciecks, aa it will provont the Cracks 
from engaging in his Majesty's sorvico, « 816 
8, Letter from Colonel Stuart to General Gago: : 
A great majority of te back Inkabitants of 
Carolina aro attached to Government; and an + 
indiseriminate attack by Indians might do 
much harm: Elo will induco thorn to act with 
thoir well-disposed neighbours, » « «= B17 
2, Letter from Colonel Stuart to Major Small, «+ BLT 
Sap.18, Leiter from Daniel Chainer, Jun., to Daniel J 
Chatnier, sie te cms a al BIDS 
Oct, 6, Lottor from Major Furlong to Goneral Gago: 2 
Butabdut forty men for dutynt St sey 4 : 
Sep.21, Lettor fiom Governour Tonyn to Genoral Gage, ; 3 0 
> Returns of his Majesty's Rorées in East Flori. * « 
‘ da; in Augist, September, nnd Octobor, » $B21-326 
Oct, 8, Lettor from Lieutenant Graves to Adrmifal 
Graves, with p Report of the agto'dt the 
Schooner St, Lawronte, +) we «= 
v 


327 


° 


* 


2, 


XXXV . 


1776, 
.Oct.5, Letter from Aloxander Skinner to Geneial 
t 


Grant: The St Lawrenco has arrived at.St, 
Augustine; ifghe had been gooner on tho sta~ 
tion, one hundred bariels of the King’s Pow- 
der, taken out of Lofthouse, by a Carolina Pi- 
rate, would have been saved, = - 
3, Letter from Captain “Moleaster to General 


Grant, giving a general view of tho state of , 


affairsatthe South, - 2 + = 

, Letter from C, Shirreff to General Robertson, - 

A a from Goyeinour Tonyn to Major Don- 
kin,) = eee ee 

, Letter from Spencer Man to General Grant: 

The pohtieal body in Flovida is much dis- 

eascd; the Governout has noither ability to 

> point out, nor interest to procure, any good for 

the People,, - + - 

Letter from Aloxander Ross to Captain Stan- 

ton. Captain Foidyce, with his Company and 

a Detachment, is on board a Vessel, to sail 

with tho first far wind for Vinginia, - 

Letter from John Moultrie to General Grant; 

St. Augustine is already too weak} no moro 

Tidops should be taken from it; itis now 

the best and only communication between 


2929 


i 


a 


= 


Great Britain and our Red Brothers, ~ - 
8,,Letter from Daniel Chamior, Jun., to Daniel 
Chamier, see - 


4, Letter from Colonel Stuart to Samuel Iomble, 


Nov.18, Letter from Governour Chestor to Gove nour 


n 


14, 


24, 
28, 
20, 


Dee, 1, Letter from Captain Leslie to General Gage, -, 


‘ Tryon’ Has recoivei Instructions fiom tho 
King to afford protection to such of his Loyal 
Subjects qs are compelled to fly from tho Co- 
Jonies in Rekellion, and wish for an asylum 

est-Flovida, o~ 

Proclamation by the Goyeinour of West-Flori- 
da, offering Lands to such as sael'a retreat 
in that Province, = - = ‘+ 

Letter from Allan Cameron to Dyngan Came- 
rqn: He has accepted’ a Commission under 
Lord Dunmore, and is to set out_ to-morrow 
morning for Detroit with Major Connolly, ~ 

Letter from Captain Montagu to Admiral 
Graves 95 2 oe ae 

Letter from W, Griffinto George Giffayina: Heis 
at Jamestown, surrounded by Rebels, and dare 
not move; a thousand Rebels arcon their way 
for Norfolk, to punish the Peoplo thore for 
declaiing for Goveinment; two Regiments 
would restore peace and good order to the 
Provinee, rr 

Lettor from. Neil Jamieson to Glassford, Gor- 

»don&Co, + - 8 

Letter from Walter Hatton to Nathaniol Coffin: 
Those, in arms against the Government know 

* thatthe halter is round their necks, and, if 
taken, they are liable to bo trussed up without 
delay; many have sworh allegiance to their 
lawful Sovereign in Norfolk, Poitsmouth, 
Nansemond, &c,: they amount to upwards of 

* threo thougand, - . 

Letter from Lord Dunmore to Admiral Graves, 

Letter from Neil Jamieson to James Anderson, 

Letter fiom Neil Jamieson to Edward and René 
Payne, = + 


~ ihe - 


” . » - 


Return of a Detachment of his Majesty’s Four- 

* teenth Regiment at Norfolk, Virginia, in ‘Oc- 
toher, NovVember,and December, - — - 

1, Letter from Capfain Fordyce to Captain Urqu. 
hart: Two thomand Men would settle every- 
thing in Virginia in the course of the Winter; 

we have had a little brush with the Rebels, 

, Who behaved in a most dastardly manner; a 
Corps of about seven hundred of therm has 
been sent to take Norfolk, but they will not 

find it quite so easy as they expect,  - 
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>| @,/ Letter from Captain’ Squire to Admiral Graves, 351 


Dee. 19, Lettor fram Dr. Franklin to M, Dumais: We ° 


have hitherto ‘applied to.no Foreign Power, 
but we wish to Tow if any one Sf them is 
disposed to step in for the relief of an op- 
pressed People; or, if we break off all con- 
nection. with Britain, and ‘declare ourselves 

* independent, is there any Power in Europe 
» ‘who will enter jato an Alliance with us bor 
‘the benefit of our commerce, . +, « 
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1715, 
Dec:19,Lettor from William Livingston to Lovd Sur 


19, 
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20, 


20, 
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aLetter_ from *General 


in ek 
Lote from Loid Stirling to the President of 
Congress: The Oider of Captain Parker, 
prohibiting Vossols frog Foroign Countries 
entoring Now-York, in clirect violation of tha 
Act of Pailiamont, alarms the moderate, and 
vexes the Tories of New-York; if this eir- 
cumstance bo well managed, it will turn out 
very fortunate, - + « 
Now- York Commiljeo— 
Apply to the Provincial Congress for a Loan of * 
one thousand Pounds, to defay necessary 
ahaa in gofonding our rights and privi- 
oges, “ - ” - . - - 
Mr. Meicer ordered to produce a Certificate 
from the Congress of Now-Jorscy, quihorizing 
him to export Provisions, ~ - . 5 
My, Totten and othors appointed a Committeo to’ 
examina, and, if they sco fit, to disohargo, such , 
rec as may be hereafler takdéh into cus- 
tody, . . . ” - “ . 
Michel Albert, Edward White, and John 
Moore, charged with having inlisted Men for 
the Ministerial Army, examined and dis 
charged, = - © = ew 
The case of John Blackler, who was séveral 
. weolks on boaitl the Asin, referred to the Pro 
vineial Congress, = « “oe “ # 
Lettor fiom Governour Cooko to General Wash- 
ington: Tears tho Vessels’ sailod from Bos- 
ton may bo doatined for Rhode-Islandy ass a 
Detachment from tho Continontal Army for 
their dofenco, and that Qenoral Juco may bo 
sent to take thecommand, « «= # 
Letter from General Washington to tho Presi- 
dent of Congress, — - . - . * 
Lettor from General Howe to tho Earl of Dart- 
mouth. He has the authority of the Rebel 
Commando for belioving Brigadigr Prescott 
has fallen into their hands, Mx. Washing-~ 
ton, commanding the Rebal ath presuining 
upon ‘the number and rank of -hig Ptisonors, 
has threatened votalintion in point of treat.’ 
‘ment to any Rrisonois of theirs in our powor, 
and proposes an exchahge, + . . 
Lettor from_a Olergyman in Marydand to tho 
Earl of Dartmouth, «~~ - ¥ “ 
Letter from Cortlendt Skinner to Colonel Wil- 
liam Skinner; We have actually begun a 
Revolution, Tha Congréss are our ‘King, 
Loids, and Commons. Tlfoy havo taken 
Canada; blocked up the Royal Army in Bos- 
ton; secured tho fidkeas appointed an Ad» 
miral; are fiting out a Fleot; and aro univor- 
sally obeyed. Is’not this Independency 
They sayitisnot, +, » 9 ¢ 
Proceedings of tho Commiyee fora Morris 
Coty, Now-Jorsoy, on a complairt against 
Cortlandt Slinnor, aN cm, (sey 
Letter frot Provincial Congress t) New-York 
Delegates in-Continental Congress, y~ + 
Lettor fiom Governour Trumbull to the Prosi- 
dent of Oongress, requesting sixty thousand 
Pounds fram the Continental Tieasyry may 
bo forwarded immediately, “e. rs 
Letter from Thomas Greenough to Commitiea 
i Congres, rah : Statement of his losses in” 
une ast, by the buining pf his Pyoperty o 
Noddle-island by the Brotinsiile 4 es , i . 
Letter from General Washington to Goyernour 
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85 


856 
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856 
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866 
857 


368 


865 


865 


Cooke: Cannot Send him assistance, and doos 


not belioye the Troops from Boston wore des« 
tined for Rhado-Ialen ae eee ee 
ashington to Colonel 
Baldwin: My. Wiber, stands in a suspicion * 
and unfriondly light; but, if the’ Committse 
consider him a friend, he may retuin, - + « 
Letter from William Bartlett to Gonoral“Wash- 
ington, desiring his Instructions respecting tho 
Prizo Cargoes at Beverly, 4 . 
Letfer from General Greene to Jacob Greene: 
Is surprised that th8 Commitee of Newport 
are desirous of nourishing such a serpent ag 
Wallaco in the bosom of the country, ''To 
grant Lie supplies for Indemnity io that 
Town only, is sacrificing the rest of the Pyo- 
vince for the benefit of Newnort. ‘ 
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XXXVIL 
1776, 
Dee.Q,Extract of n Letter from London to a Clentloman 
in Virginia: Our connectiqn with England 
onght to be dissolved, The Dill that has now 
passed Priliament, by treating the Colonics 
as gnemies, sottled the question, They can- 
not bo énemics ahd Sulyects at the samo timo. 
Amoricva has now nothing to do but to pro- 
vide for horself, oe 
Leiter from Henry Wisnor to B, ‘Towne, with 
difections for making Gunpowder,“ . 
Letter fiom tho Committes for Lancastor, Penn- 
sylvanin, to the Presiddnt of Congress, - 
Lotter from Provincial Congress to Now-York: 
Delegates in Continental Congress, =~ = = 
Resolutions of tho Now-York Provincial Con- 
gress, respecting tho disaffected Porsons in 
Queen's Conuty and Riehmond County, — - 
List of tIfe dish fected Porsons in Queon’s Coun- 
ty, Now-York, . « . - - 
Letter fram Genoval Selinylor to tho Président 
of Congress: 'I'ho Conforehecs with tho Six- 
Nations have hada happy issue, ‘They havo 
given up the Wai-Belt which was doliver- 
ed to thom, with much coremony, by Colonel 
Jobngon, at Montieal, - - - 7 
Letter from General Washington to Goneral 
Ward, 6 8 em wg 
Lettor from an Officer of tho Army at Boston to 
a sYyiend jn England: The Admiral, instead of 
sending his Squadion to protoct the Store- 
Ships, has ordered tho Ships-ofWar in tho 
Flaibour to be secured with booms all round, 
' to provent their being boarded and taken by 
the Rebel Whale-Boals, ‘The General acta 
differently, Jo scoms to think: it his duty to 
annoy tho enomy, = er 
Qi» «Letter from Gonernl Llawe to Gonoial Wash- 
“ingtoh, = © - = 2 6 
22, Proclamation by the King, appointing « distri- 
bution of the Prizes taken during tho eontinu- 
anco of the Rebellion nowy gubsisting in divers 
parts of the Continent of Noith-Amoriea, + 
Letter from’ the President of Congress to Gen+ 
oral Washington: Tho Resolution authori- 
zing tho attack on Boston.pnssed, aflor 4 most 
serious debate ina Commiltos of the Wholo 
House, He heartily wishos tho attempt may 


21, 
21, 
ai, 


a, 


al, 
Ql, 


‘ 


~» 


22, 


bo suecossful, though, individually, ho may. 


bo the greatest aufferot; % » oye 7 
Letter from Captain Henry B. Livingston to tho 
President of Congress, returning thanks for 
the honour conferred tipon hYm:by tho Reso- 
lution of Congress of the 12th instant, — + 
Now-York Committeo, . . « - 
Lottor from tho Committen of Mamacoting Pro- 
cinet to Now-York Congress, «  * «= 
Lotter to Gonoial Montgomery, from somo 
friepds in Montical, ~ «+ ne 
Connecticut Committco of Sufoty direct tho 
Company raised for tho dofenco of Now+ 
Haven t bodischarged, « « + « 


. ty 


NEW-YORK PROVINGIAL CONGRESS, 


22, 


22, 
22) 


22, 
22, 


° 


Dee, 6, Congross mot at tho Exchange in Now-York: 
Members resoht, = + 

Nathaniel Woodhull elected President, ~ + 

* John MeISesson and Robert Bongon elected See- 

. retatiog, = © 

Credentials of the Members+ + + = 

e All Questions to bo determined by a majority of 

the Counties then having Doputies in Coh- 


« » - ” 


o gre, * 6 © - 2 wo 
, Riles adopted for th8 government of the Houso, 
@, Commissions ordared for threo’ Companies of 
, > | Minulo-Men in ister County, « — - 
wt Barracks for quartoring ono thousand 
built at the Fortifications in the Highlands, ~ 
Aipiniiee to repair to the Highlands, and &n- 
+ Wdoavour ta, aecommtodate the difference be- 
“tween the Commissioners for erecting the For- 
tifigatjons thore and ¢he Engincer, 
7,, Letter from, Egbert Benson, dated Noyembor 28, 
The Congress desiring to meet in tho Assem~ 
bly Chambey; the, Speaket has ordered Mr, 
Bancker td take care of the Books and Rapers 
of the Assembly; oof 
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Men to bo’. 
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1776. 

Application of Lioutenants Borough and Rich- 
,21dson, for an oxtonsion of their parole, 1¢~ 
jected, =, = eww 

Jacobus Oostrum, Johannes Medlar, aid Barnt 
Lewis, to_bo kept in clogo confinement in tho , 
Jnil of Dutchess County, at their own ex- 
pense, = se oe os 

Committee appointed to purchase ono hundyed 
stand of Aims for the Jersey Frees, + = 

Dootkeeper ordered to call upon tho non-attend- 
ing Members chosen for tho City of Now- 
York, and require them to take their seats in 
Congiess, or assign thoir reasons for their non- 
attendance, a 

Dec. 8, Letter to the President of Congress: The ut- 
most despatch will be used to coinplete every 
thing 1especting tho Fovtifications m TLudson 
River, + 5 8 eee 

Letter to tho Delegates of New-York in, tho 


XXXVI 


890 


390 


890 


80d 


Continental Congress, * = 5  « 892 
Captain John MeNachten arrived Inet ovening 

ben London; examined before the Con- 

TCRS, “ . “ “ soe - 302 


Speight, a Druggist, arested, having, in many « 
ingtances, shawn himsolf inimical to the into- 
rost and libortics of tho American Colonies, « 

Petition of the General Committee of the City 
and County of New-Yoik, complaining’ of the 
destiuction of Rivington’s Printing Oilieo b 
a body of Proops from Connceticut, homninanis 
ed by Isane Sems, ~ = “ 

An estimate of Instramonts and Medicines ne 
cvsenry for the Colony in its present alaam- 
ing stato ordored, * 

Resolutions on Govornowr Ti yon's Letter of tho 
4th instant to tho Inhabitants of Now-York, 
reported, debated, and postponed till Monday 
next, + "= « 4 8 

9, Letter to Genoyal Schuylor, with an account of 
tho Moncys advanced to the ‘L'roops raised in 
tho Colgny, = = em 

Latter to wn Delegates in Congyess: Appre- 

* honsivo thut tho emission of Papor by tho 
soveial Colonics will causo a depreciation, 
thoy 1ecommond that all Paper Money, to be 
issued for tho dofence of America, bo made a 
Continental Cunoncy, - +  # 

Lettor to tho Committee of ‘I'ryon County, ad-, 
vising them not to molest Sir John Johnson 

! while ho continues inactive, «  — » . 

Committes to plan a voyage to procure Ammu« 
nition, Arms, and otlior articles necessary for 
the gonoral dofenco of tho Colony, «| « 

{l, Tho Congross provented fom proceeding to max 
torial business by tho absence of Mombers, + 
12, Members for Orango County and 'T'ryon Coun. 
ty attend i 

Their Credentials, « * a . 

Lettor to Governour Trymbull, on the destrace 
lion of Rivington's Printing Offico, and request 
he will ordor all tho Types returned to the 
Chairman of the Now. York Committeo: 
They do not justify Rivington, but object to 
any rostiaint upon tho liberty of tho Presa, « 

Inhabitants of Connecticut thanked for their aid, 
in suppressing the Insurgonts against the 
cause of liberty in Westchestor County, = 

County Committees authorized to.apply fox ase 
sistance to a neighbouring Colony, - 

Information fiom Major Brush, of Euntington, 
of the disaffection of sundry People in Queen's 

, County, and that thoy are about inlisting Ne- 
gros, = = = 2 we woe 

Lotter from tho Committes of Dutchess County, 
dated Decombor 6: ‘I‘hoiv authority having 
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893 


804 
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402 
402 


403 


boon disputed, request the advico of Congress, 403 


‘ Persons rofusing to give ovidonco, before aw 
«  Committso, to ho imprisoned at their own pri- 
valb expons, + =  » © ww 

18, Lotter. from Ctilbert Pottor, of Huntington, of , 


40g 


ay 


thé 10th instant, calling tho: attention of Cone 


gresé to the alarming state of qffaira in the * 
County, =e 68 oe ew om, 
Affidavit of Samuel, Nostran: A. large quantity , 
’ of Powder, &,, is at Captain Hewlete at 
Rockayay, sentfrom the Asia Mahsit‘War, 
brought thore bY Hewlett ond the tenant 

of the Asia, * “ ft trp 


‘ 


er | 


1 


404 


04 


XXEX . 
1776. 


Committee of the Inhabitants of Queen’s Cour- 
ty required to appear before Congress on the 


19thinstant, + = 


Yec,18, No person parmi 


order of the Congress, - - 


Consideration of the Resolutions on Governour 
Tryon’s Letter of the 4th instant resumed, 
and, after long oigument, amended, and fir- 


thei postponed, 


14, Letter from Colonel Mulford, of the 9th instant : 
His Regiment will be maiched to the place 


of rendezyous on any aleim, = 
Consideration of Resolutions on 


adopted, - = - 


Letter fiom John Jay, dated November 26: Docs 
not approve the destoying of Rivingtan’s 
Printing Office: Some people prophesy that 
the Provincial Congress has too much Chris- 


tian meekness to take any notice of it, 


Additional Resolutions on Govemour Tryon's 
Letter adopted, and the whole ordered to be 


a engigssed, - “os : 
15, 
4th instant, = - see - 
Memorial of John Norberg, soos 


Captain Norberg permitted to go to Great Bii- 


tain with all his effects, « 
Ench of the yD 


on the publick sorvice, four Dollars, « 


{he Conimitwee for the County, - .- 


Contact with Cornelius Atheiton, of Amenio 
Precinct, in Dutchess County, for making 
Muskets and Bayonets, approved by Congress, 

Members of the Committee of Safety appointed, 

Powers of the Committee of Safety, as read, 
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Provisions for slang one 


reney, issued hy the late Congress, = | 
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19, 
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ne - 
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two or more Vessels for a voyage to Europe, 


readand adopted, © - — - 
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aes Brigadier-Gereral of 
ste: and Orange, Counties, -' 
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George Clinton 
~the ‘Militia of 


appeared and took his seat,- + 
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the directions of the Provincial Congress, 
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Governour Try- 
on's Letter 1esumed, further amended, and 


Resolutions on Governour Tiyon's Letter of the 


legates from Now-York in the 
Continental Congress allowed for his services, 
for cach day he may be absent fiom his abode 
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the 
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Five hundred copies of tho Proceetlings of the 
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Cormmittce to purchase a small Armed bbiag 
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Additional Rules and Ordors for regulating tho 
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think propor, for the defondo afd seoutity of 
athe Golony, So 6 = 6 km 
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The caso of ase Callbcck, dato Commander- 
dn-Chief of tho Island of St John’s, and 'Tho- 
mas Wright, ‘ona of tho Council, and Survoy- 
or+Goneral of” snid Islund, addrogsed to Gono- 
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vention: Irom motives of poltey they have 
Pornibet some Supplies to bo sent to Captain 
Bollow, =  *  » # es 6 
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that body the propriety of shipping two cargoes 
. of Flaxseed to Ireland, to purchase Powder, 
Petition of Thomas Place, of Queen’s County, 
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Repoit of Samuel Isléeton, tho Pilot atthe Hook: 
largo Ship camo in yestorday, and anothor 


the Tnhabitants, oxamined, and 


this morning, assisted by Piloté from I*rancis 


James's Pilot-Bont, - + 


Lettor to the Committee of Stamfiy 


-) 
d, Connecti- 


~ 1104 
. 1102, 


» 1104, 


cut, requesting them to 1eceive and forward 
two Brass Guns sent by this Committes to tho 


* Gamp at Cambiidgo, * 


4, Elugh Wallaco and the Mayor requested to ale 


tend tho Committea, ~ = 


John Atherton, a Pilot, oxamined, an 


to the Guard-Houso, - 


Mr.’ Wallace attended, and snys ho w 


d gent back 


as on board 


» 1104 
1108 
1108 


, the Governour’s Ship, but has no information 
of Troops fiom Bogion: is to go on board 
again this afternoon, andif he hears any thing 
of importance to tho City, will inform of jt, - 1105 


Mr, Mayor says he knows nothing but what ho 
head on the Bridge ; isto wait on the Govorn- 


ou to-morrow; if he hears of any thing ne- 


eessary for 


malé the best usd of it, . 


: the safety of the City, he will 


- 1106 


William Fundrau directed to proceed to tho Nar- 

rows, and Sumuel Isleton to the Fook, to keep 

a good look-oue if any Fleet is approaching, 1106 
Colonel! McDougall sent to wait on General Leo, 1106 


Jacobus Van Zandy informed the Committes 


that Gendral Clinton has arrifed, 


1106 


Committees of the Continental Congress, tho 
rovincial Congress, and the Committeo of 
Safety, wait on Genoral Lee, to confer with him 


on the present situation of affairs, 


h 


~ 1106 


, Mb. Mayor attends, and states tliat ho hod waited 
on the Govoinour, and saw, Genetal Clinton 


thore, and both declared no Trovps woie 


coming here, ~ . 


Lotter to tho Delegates in Congress, informing 
them of tho grrival of General Clintoy, of tho 
Traops, and of General Leo, 

The threo City Regiments oidercd to pniade to~ 
morrovy, to ascéitain the statg and number of 
rd 


nd duty with 


Ministerial 


«each, . 


ee 
Colonel Brasher enjained not to atte 


his Regiment to-night, “ 
5, Conference with General Lee, 


Letter from William Smith, Chairm 


an ‘of the 


» 96 


« 1107 


« 1107 


~ 1107 
- 1108 


Committes of Suffolk County, requesting a Des 


tachment of Continenjal Troaps may bo sta« 


tioned there, + , 


Officers of Minute-Men gnd Aniillory for Sujfelle 


eo County, 5 


y - v * ~ 
6, Lottor from, Lod Stirling, requesting fivo tho 


sand Cariridges, wee a 


Letter to Lord Stirling, in reply: ‘Th 
« send tho Cartridges, on being faformad. 


sizo wanted," + 


Minutes of a Conferenco at General Leo's, 


ae 


* 
1108. 


+ 1109 
ies 


y will 
of tho 


+ 1100 
~ 1109 


7%, Many Members of tha Provincial Gongrogs al- 
tended, but not sufiftient to male a Confess, 1110 
Comnmittee of Safety adjourned to ‘Simmons’s, 


without separdting, « 


Samuol Bayard attended, and’ allowed ‘ill i 


~ 1110 
lO- 


morrow afternoon to give his opinion as to the 


safety of the Publick Records, 


- 1140 


LXXYV1I 
1776, 
Letter from Henry Remsen, Chairman of tho 
City Committee, for instructions about comply- 
“ing with an application to send Spitits, Coffee, 
and Chocolate, on board the Asin oo - = 
Lotter to Mr. Remsen, in 1eply: It is necessary 
to know by whom the application was mado, 
before they can give any directions, - = - 
Petition of John Pell, - + ~ a0 oe 
Petition of Margarct Graham, == = 
Feb, 8, Mr, Bayard informed the Committee that tho 
Governour considers tho, Records safo where 
they are; but he is willyg to charter any 
Ship in the Harbour, and depasite the Records 
therein, where they should be kept in safety 
for the Publick, - - - - - 
Letter fiom General Schuyler, dated January 25, 
Letter from Colonel Ritzema, dated January 3: 
Account of the attack on Qnebeck, and tho 
destitute condition ofthe Army, == - 
Letter from’ Colonel Ritzema, dated January 5, 
Letter from John BR. Livingston, dated January 
27: His Powder-Miull is finished, but is idlo 
for want of Saltpetre, - - - 

Letter fiom William Ployd, dated February 5, 
Letter from Vhomas 'homas, Chairman of tho 
+ Committea at White-Plains: ‘ho Powder 
sont thom should bo a Provincial charge; 
they think it hard to bo required to purchaso 
Powder for the dofence of tho Province in 
gonoval,r wd - - . oe - 
9, Genoral Tice is, authorized, if ho thinks moro 
‘Troops necessary, to call in Minute-Men of 
this Colony, but not to sond to Ponnsylvania 
for a Rogiment, re 
10, Lettor from Colonel Robort Livingston, dated 
the 6th instant; Elis Furnace will bo in blast 
early in April; but doos not know whether 
they can cast Cannon, - - whos 
Letter from Egbort Bonson, Chairman of Dutch- 
ess County Committee: Timothy Doughty 
having shown a disposition inimical to tho 

cause of liberty, has ban committed to Jail, 
John Carleton, tho Pilot, examined and dis- 
charged, » rete) tat mae ae 
Colonel Heard attended the Commitieo, and ro- 
quests, as tho Provincial Congress is not con 
vened, they will talo chargo of tho Prisonais 
* ho has bronght from Queen’s County, - 
’ Treob Mott dischargéd; Bokjamin Whitehead, 
Joseph French, John Polhomus, Nathaniol 
Moor, Samuel Elallet,e Willism Weyman, 
John Shoals,'John Willet, Charles Ticks, 
Samtiol ‘Martin, Thomas Smith, David 
, Brooks, and Jolin Townshend, to bo con- 
, _ fined under guard, at their own expense, — - 
« Lotter to tho Committeo of Westchester, request- 
ing thom to prevent the salo of Beef or Pork 
ta PG seogetion se out of the Colony, + 
John Graham released on bonds to be of good 
~ behaviour towards all the friends of liberty 
In Amoricg, = 0 = eee 
Lotter to the Provincial Congrsss of New-Jor- 
soy, requesting thom to send Colonel Héard 
. with his Regiment for the protection of Sta- 
ten-Island, , + Bt eek” te ah ee 
Poter 'T. Curtenius directed tg furnish what Ge- 
néral Inco may require for the use of the Con- 
‘tinental Army, “ 
Li, Tho removal of the Cannon on and near the 
Battery, both in its design and oxceution, be- 
ing without the consent and knowledge of the 
*  Committeo, find may bring on a firjng from 
the Ships-of-War, tho Publick Records, to- 
gethor with Samuel Rayard, aro ordered to bo 


removed undor guard to uv place of security, *1122 


“Gommittes to make n list of the omply Elousas_ 
in the City, for Ute accommodation of tho 

, , Proaps a ; 
Letter to tho Commitieo of Elizabethtown, Nowe 
Jersey, requosting them to sond Militia for 


the Hrotection of Staten-Island, - =  - 1123 


to thé Governsur's Ship, - 
Nicholas “Ldtd pormitted to load two Véssels 
with Flaxsbedand Lumber, : 


12, Getiefal-Tge's otder to permit porsons to pass 


Colonel Cutenids’direeted to supply Gonoral 
7 eo ~ |» 12 


Lee with Provisions: 4 


Applications for Military appointments, - — - 1124 


‘ 


CONTENTS, “ 


ected by Genoral Leo,  ~ " = 1128 


» «= (123 


1776, 
* GORRESPONDENOH, PROCLIDINGS, ETO, 


Feb. 18, Letter fiom Aathur Lee {to Benjamin Frank- 
lin:] A fund for necessary expenses should 
be placed in London, in faithful hands; the 
New-England men are fittest to be trusted m 
any dangerous or important enterprise, " 

13, Letter fom Arthur Teo: The Ministry, if 
every thing favows thom, may havo about 
thirty thousand Men in America by tho Ist 
of Juno; they have found it impossible to re- 
ernit in England, Ireland, or Scotland, and 

« have been obliged to draft from other Regi- 
ments to complete those which are going, + 

14, Letter ftom Arthur Teo: Lord Cornwallis, with 

six Regiments, is to sail immediately for Vir- 

+ ginia, where Clinton is to take command; 

thoy have ccitain assurances of being joined 

by the Scotch m Virginia, and thoso on tho 
boilers of Noith-Carolina, under the com. 
mand of onc McDonald, Towe, with a Fleet 
of seventy-two sail, is to get possession of 

New-York and THudson’s River, and cut off 

all North and-South communication, + » 

Letter from Governour Wright to James Mac- 

kay: Anived at Tybeo yesterday morning, 

and, aflor a fall conversation with the Of 
fivers, is able to affirm there will bo no hos 
tilities against tho Piovinen, + ” 

Extract of n Lotter from Newborn, Noith-Ca. 

voling. Tnformation has been received that the 

‘Tories and Regulators intend marching to 

Cross-Creok, and thence to Cape Fear, * 

Manifesto hy Thomas Ruthoiford, Colonel of 

the Cumbetland, North-Carolina, Militia, re« 

quiring his Majesty's frithful Subjects to 1¢- 
pair (o tho Royal Standard at Cross-Crock 

efore tho 16th instant, or they will be treat. 
edus Rebols, ~ « ~ 5 « 

18, Tield-Officais a pointed by tho District for the 

Countics of teratlas, Spottsylvanin, ing 
George, and Stafford, hom 
13, Lotter fiom Whlliam Lux to tho Maryland 
Council of Safety, - - «© = « 
18, Petition of Wiliam Dusenberry to Now-York 
Congress, to bo appointed Surgeon to ono of 
the Battalions, wag ae ee ee 

18, JLettor from Abraham Godwin to the New-York 

Congress, ea Bice Se 

13, Letter from Egbert Dumond to John McKesson: 

Will have no objection to the appointment of 
Lioutenant-Colonel, = ~ » ry 
13, Letter from Clenoral Schuyler to tho President 
of Congiess: Near thitty Oueidas and Mo- 
hawks havo delivered him a Speech, aud ask- 
ed leave to go to Niagara and bring Colonel 
"Bullerhomo, s+ - 8 6 ew 
Lottor from Edward Antill to General Schuyler: 
Is alarmed and shocked to hear of tho great 
confusion and irregularity at Montreal, as so 
much dopends upon immediate reliefin Canada, 

12, Letter fiom General Schuyler to Colonel War- 

ner, desiring to know how many of his Mon 
wil gmat in service daing the campaign, « 

18, Lottorm Genoral Wooster (0 ‘tho President 

of Congress: ‘The Ministry will send a great 
forde to Canada in the Spring’ Quobeck must 
bo taken before May; wo have neither proper 
Autillery nor Ammunition to make tho at- 
tempt, * “ ” - “ - 

18, sae from Edward Mott to Govornour Trum- 

U. el, oS - ” a - - 

13, Letter "from Robért IZ, Harrison to James War- 
ron, requesting that tho parole of Captain 
William Wood may be gnkarged, = 

Lettor fom Captain Wood to Mr. TMarrison, 
asking an onlargomant of hig parblo, - = + 

14, Letter fiom’ P, Bogozzat? to the Now-ITamp- 
shire Committeo of Safety, offering his sor- 

vices in procuring what may bo required for 

the Colonies at Martinico, “eo 

14, Letter from the' Council of Safety of Maryland 

to the Talkot County Committee, - “ 

14, Lotter from the Maryland Gouneit of Safety, to 

Captains Kent and Henry, re 

14, Letter from the Maryland ‘Couneil of uly to 

‘William Hindman, “Treasutey of the"Bastern 
Shore, -« - 5 woe 


s 


13, 


13 


18 


LXXVIIE 


+ = 1136 


LXXIX 
. ly. 
Feb. 14, Letter from Colonel Smallwood to the Maryland 
Council of Safely, - abooe - - 
Thoughts on Government, by John Adams, —- 
Letlor fiom John Adams to James Waren: 
Scarcely a Paper is published in Philadel- 
phia, without speculations in open vindication 
of opinions, that, five months ago, were said 
to be unpopular, Se 
Acknowledgment and Concession of Thomas 
Austin, of Philadelphia, - + - = 
Salus Populi to the Fieemen of the Province of 
Pehnsylyania, in favor of Independence, + 
Letter fiom a Gentleman of publick character in 
New-Jeisey to lus Friend m Massachusetts. 
The conduct of General Washington has jus- =” 
tified his expedtanions, the Aimy kept in ex- 
cellent order; the country fully satshed; hu- 
man blood spared; and yet our enemies ato 
in the most disgiaceful situation, - - 
Letler fiom General Lee to General Washington, 
Letter from General Schuyler to General 
Washington, - - - “ “ “ 
Letter from Samuel Mott to Governour Trum- 
bull, on the defences necessary for New-Lon~ 
don, Stonington, &c., a ey 
Lettor from Governour Trumbull to Genaal 
Schuyler, 2 “ “ - + « 
Letter fiom Robert H Harrison to Christopher 
Loffngwell - =» = = « - 
Lette: fiom Genoial Washington to the Presi. 
dent of Congiess: Ie has declincd sendin 
tho Lettor of Lord Drummond to Genera 
Howe, and sonds it to Congress for their di- 
rection, = ~ ” ~ - 
Lottor fiom Lord Drummond to General Ro-~ 
beatson, dated February 5, . - + 
Roport of Anron Willard and Moses Child to 
eneral Washington, of the disposition of th 
Inhabitants, condition of the Foutifications, 
&c, of tho Province of Nova-Scutia, - = = 
General Orders, fom February 9 to Fohhuay 
Ve oe Oa! Oe i a 
Letter fiom John Langdon to Meshoch Wen: 
Has just received information of tho arrival of 
one of the Vessels in the Continental sei vice 
with sixty tons of Saltpetre, thuteen tons of 
Powder, and thirtecn hundred stand of good 
. Aims, + “ ~ . ” - “ 
15, Letter from tho Maryland Council of Safety to 
Colonel Veazy, directing him to purchase the 
whole of the Powder imported by Nathaniel 
Rumsey, - ” - “ « - ~ 1152 
Letter fiom the Maryland Council of Safety to 
the Baltimore Committee, desiring to know 
what Sulphur has been bought or obtained in 
Baltimore County, - Sai ee 
Daniol of St. 


1136 
14, 1136 


id, 


1140 


14, 
1141 


14, 
1141 


14, 


1144 
14, 1144 
14, 
i146 


14, 


1146 
14, 


14, 
14, 


1147 
1147 


1148 
1149 
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1149 


1150 
44, 


1152 


16, 
1162 
16, 
15, 
15, 


Lotter from Gustavus Scott to 
Thomas Jenifer, “ - - . 
Letter from the Continental Congress to the 
Provincial Congress of New-Jeisey, - = 
Extract of a Letter from Philadelphia to a Gen- 
Ueman in London: Many People here aro 
heartily tired of our great mon’s Inight-er- 
rantry; the Congress will not find,so many 
friends:as they imagine when u® King's 
+Ti oops appear, -~  *  = - 8 
Provincial Congress of New-Jersey order a 
oa of Minute-Men to proceed to New- 
QP Tet Sa a! ieee 
Letter from John Blanchard to Lord Stirling, 
Notice of the Meeting of a fow Members of the 
General Assembly at New-York, - — - 
Letter from Colonel Waterbury to the President 
of Congress, requesting pay for the Regiment 
raised by him in January to go on an expedi- 
tion against the Tories on Long-Isinnd, =. - 1154 
Letter from Colonel Cmtenius to the New-Youk 
Congress, °- ~ = = = 1154 
Application of Joseph Blanchaad to the New- 
York Congress for permission to go on the 
Governout's Ship, = . “ -“ -~ Ih 
Letter from R. Thurman fo the New-York Con- 
+ gress, requbsting as high a rank in the Army 
as they think he can fill with propriety, = 1154 
4b, Letter from Samuel Thompson to the New- 
York Congiess, with a draft and description 
of the Enst and West Hasbours of Brookha- 
Yen, Suffolk County, « 1158 


1162 
1692 


15, 


4153 
1200 


1158 


15, 
15, 


4s, 


15, 
16, 


; 54 
15, 
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LXXX 
1776, 
¥eb,15, Letter fom William Bedlow to John Berrion, 
for information about a Fortiess to bo erectod 
attho Highlands, o- + = tm 1155 
aie fiom General Wooster to Gonoval Schuy- 
er, eT ee ee 
15, Letter fiom Genoinl Schuyler to tho Prostdent 
of Congress Niagain should bo in our pos- 
session, in oidor to secmo all tho Indians. 
Two Regiments, vhder an activa Ollicer, 
would be sufficient for the business, + + 1156 
15, Letter from General Washington to Governour 


15, 


‘Trumbull, f  - = =~ « = L187 
15, Letter fiom CoMnel Huntington to Governour 
Trumbull, - . ” - - - 1157 


15, Letter fiom James Otis to tho Massachusetts 
Council, - ” ~ - “ - ~ 1158 
15, Letter fiom Stephen Moylan to the Massachu- 
setts Council, iequesting that tho Powder sent 
: to Major Thompson may bo lent or sold for 
the use of the United Colonies, s- ” - 1158 
16, Extract of a Letter fom Barbadocs"to n Gontle- 
man in London: ‘ho Mon-of- War seize avery 
Amaiican Vessel thoy mect with, -  —« 1158 
16, Lette: fom Colonel McIntosh to General Wash 
ington, informing him of the state of affairs in 
Georgia, ~ = = =~ = = = 1459 
Test subscribed by the Officers of tho Battalion 
raised for the protection and defence of Ceor+ 
gia before they received their Commissions, » 1160 
Retuin of the Officers of the Battalion, - + 1160 
16, Litter from the Maryland Council of Safety to 
the Pennsylvania Committco‘of Safety, ~ 1161 
16, Letter from’ Androw Benll to the Marylond 
Council of Safety, for Powder and Lead from 
tho stock at Bladensburgh, ~ + «= 11Gh 
16, Letter from ©, Beatty to the May yland Council 
of Safety, re re rc as © Cr 
16, Letter fiom Robet Alosandor to tho Maryland 
Council of Safely Patiiotism sinks before 
private interost; and thero aie many men in 
hiladelphia wha rank themselves in ‘that 
class, genornlly exacung tho inost from the 
necessity of the country; hence ihe publick is 
lundered, “ . . - - . 
16, List of tho Committes for the City and Liberties 
of Philadelphia, clected to sorve for six months 
ensuing, ~ = ,* © 8 #  # 
16, Letter fiom Colonel Tlemd to the New-York 
Congress, [leis on StatensIsland, with soven 
hundred men, waiting thar further instruc 
tions, ge te 1168 
16, Letter fiom Philip Brooks to the Now-York 
Congress, aslting a Commission, ~ 1168 
16, Letter from Governour ‘Tiumbull to Genoral 
Washington: Sends two tons more of Powdor, 
which fg all that possibly can be spared from 
the Colony, == -s «© «© =  » 1168 
16, Letter from the Massachusetts Gouncil to North- 
ampton Corhmiltce, ~ . Par ~ 1808 
16, Cosmopolitan to the Inhabitants of the American <* 
Colonios; No.8; - ~*~ = « « 116d 
17, Letter fiom Andiew Symmer to Govonour 
*Penn, with a Petition fiom tho Inhabitants of 
Turk’s Island, ~ 0 «ee ww 
17, Exhavt of a Letter from Norfolk, Virginia, to 
a Gentleman in Scotland: Tho Rebels aro in 
tho deepest distress, boing divested of Clothes, 
Ammunition, and Lodgings; all the Highland 
- _ Emignants are most friend)y to Gevernment, 
17, Letter from the Maryland Council of Safety to 
Gustavus Scott, .. ~ “ “ a . 
17, Letter from Samuel Purvianco t the Maryland 
Council of Safety: They aro moynting® the 
Gung at Baltimore, and erecting a Batter at 
¢ ‘Whetstone; Mr, Hughes is anxious some 
person should go to Adtictam, to provo tha 
Guns cast there, « . - ” wi 
17, Letter fiom James Lloyd Chamberling to tho 
e Maryland Council of Safety, - « « 
17, Questions and Answers on tho Independence of 
tho Colonies, = «6 « «© ~. « 
17, Letter from Colonel Wayne to the President of 
Congress: His Regiment is in want of almost 
every thing, « © 6 6» mn = 4472 
Return of the Fourth Pennsylvania Battalion, « 1172 
17, Memorial of John Frazerto the Congress, + + 1172 
17, Declarqtion, on oath, by Captain Belsir, of the 
arrest of Mr. Walker, ” - - 78 
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Mr, Walker's Statement of his arrost and iin- 
prisonmont, + oie ve 2 a 2 
Romarks on the differonce in tho treatment of 


1176 


Colongl Allen, Mr, Walker, and Genoal 

Prescott, ~ “a, - - “ ~ 1078 
¥Feb.17, Orders given to the several Captains of tho Flvet, 

on sailing from the Capes of Delaware, - 1179 
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VY, 


17, 
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ty, 
” 

iY, 

17, 


18, 
18, 
18, 


18, 


18, 
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19, 


®, 


“19, Batter from the 


» 19, ,Lettet,from tho President of Congross to Gene- 
fi, tal Lea: Congrass desires him to repair, to 


4 


19, 


19, 


Signals for the Anierican Fleet, - + = 1 
Letter from Genial Lee to the Prosident of 
Congress, appizing him of tho sailing of 
Mon-of-War fiom New-York, and that pro~ 
bably their object is the 7 avican Fleet, + 1 
Letter from the “L'ryon Count}\Committes to tho 
New-York Congress. Will raiso two Com- 
panies under Continental pay, and, if neces- 
sary, a third Company, for the defence af the 
Proyinee, - Me : - 
Letter fiom Joseph French to thé New-York 
Congness, requesting to be tolensed from con- 
finemenly - ” - - “ -1 
Applicatio’ of Adrian Dé Rondo for an appoint- 
ment jn one of the New-York Battalions, - 1 
Letter from Colonel [aston to Gonoral Wash- 
ington, ” . - “ - - 
Letter from Robert II, Harison to Colonel * 
Easton, « - ” - - - -1 
Lottor from Robort H, [layrison to the Rev, 
Jamos Lyon: Tho Cienoval is ploased with his 
zeal in the promotion of Amerienn liberty, by 
ondeavoring'to add Nova-Scotin to tho Union, 
but does not thidk the plan will at present 
succeed, = 6 mw 
Letter from Herbert Courtonay to Chailes Car- 


1 


roll, ~ * ” . . ~ 
Lottor fiom Josoph Sims to tho Maryland Coun- 
oil of Safty, |» - oe a 
Letler from ae Adams to a Friend: Ho can 
see no prospect, no probability, no possibility 
of a reconciliation with Ghent Britain: tho 
Newspapors in Philadelphia aro full of {reo 
speculations on the question of Indopendence, | 
Proceedings of the Committco sof the City and 
County of Albany, on the Affidavit and Lettor 
of Benjamin Hilton, - ~~ - s 
Letter from Mosos Hazon to the Prosident of 
Congress, with a Statomont of his losses in 
Property, &e., rr er rs | 
Lettor from Major Hawley to Blbridge Gorry: 
Without an Amorican Irelependent Supromo 
Govoynmont and Constitution, wisaly dovised 
and designed, woll ostablished gnd settlell, wo 
shall always bo but a rope of sand; but, that 
woll done, invinejble, oe 
Letter fiom Gonoral Washingion to the Presi- 
dont of Congress, +» ~« = «© « 
Council of Gonoral OMecors, held at {end-Quar- 
tas, in Cambridgo, Iebiuary 16, decide that 
an assault ondho ‘Town of Boston is at presont 
impidper; that a cannonado and bombard. 
ment will bo oxpediont when thero is a gufli- 
ciont supply of Pawdor; and that, in the mean 
time, possession should bo takpn df Doi chester 
Hilland Noddle’s Island, ~~ 8s 
Return of Cannon Cartridges, in possession of 
the,Regiment of Artillery, . ” «1 
Return oMuskot Cartridges, Cr | 
Return of Aranpunition delivered:from January 
‘28 to February 17, - « = « =1 
Surry Cqunty Committea prohibit the removal 
of any commodity from any landing in the 
County, without permit from the Committee, 1 
Letter from @harles Carroll to the Marylan 
oi 


Council of Safety, + 4 0” . 
Conargittes for Quoen’ Anno’s 
County to the Maryland Council of Safetys 
with o Letter from Captain Kont, datod Snow- 
Hill, Febinary 9, ¢ 


1 


. 


Ganda, and teko command of tho Army of 
thatnited Colonies in that Province, ee. 1 
Rekoliitigns of Congress, enclosed by President 
Hahetelyy, ; Bo wae We ae tow 
Oration In fiYemory of Genoral Montgomery, de- 
livered} atsthe desire of the Continental’Con- 
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gress, by Dr. William Smith, « < 1676 
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1776, 
Feb19,L.ottor from Lord Stirling to the President of 


| 


{92 


19, 


19, 


19, 


19 
19, 


20, 
22, 


Congiess, re a 7 
Lettor from Lod Stiling to Robot Ogden, 
tuansmitting a Resolve of Congress compli- 
* mentary to the gentlomen of Btizabethtown, + 
Lotter fiom Lord Stirling to General Livingston, 
Letter fom Loid Stiling to John Blanchard, 
requesting him to take the Blue-Mountan- 
Valloy and Cargo, Stoies, and ‘Ad¢entures, in 
chargo, and carry the odors of Congiess 1c- 
lative to then! into execution, = - - - 
Lettor fom' John Blanchaid to Loid Stirling: 
He cannot undertake the charge of the whole 
matters of the Ship, as a number of the Mili- 
tin think themselves concerned in tho Prizo, 
Letter fiom Loud Surling to Colonel Lowrey, 
for Supplics for his Regiment, - = = 
Application of Major Rogors to tho Now-York 
Congicss, for permission to go on boatd the 
Dutchess of Gordon, - . “ . 
Peution of William Cock and Thomas Cock, of 
Queen's County, to the Nowe York Congross, 
acknowledging their cior, and praying for- 
givenesy, = = 
Whitehead Hicks appointed ono of the Judges 
of tho Supreme Court of Now-Yorlr, and Da« 
vid Matthows appointed Mayor of the City, 


by Covainour Ti yon, cr ” 
Letter fon Gonoral Schuyler to Governour 
‘Trumbull, . i 


Tictlor fom General Wooster to Genoral Schny- 
Cn a 
Lotter from P, Moreau to General Washington, 
respecting tho oflor of M, do Santora, “ 
Letter fiom Gonoinl Washington to Conoral 
Sullivan:, Tho Elouso ho now occupies is too 
far from his lme of command, «= - 
Lettor fiom Cteneral Washington to Governour 
‘Trumbull: Lis situation in respect to Pow- 
dor is distressing; nothing can be undaitakon 
for want of it, and tho world, without know- 
ing his condition, is censuring. his inactivity, 
Lotter fiom Josiah Quiney to Gencial Wash- 
inglon, vepresonting tho exposed condition of 
Braintree, and requesting a guaid may bo sta- 


tioned at Squantum for their protection, ” 
Lotter fiom Colonel Huntington to Clovornour 
Trumbull, . = . 


Lutter from tho Salem Commitico to tho Massa- 
chusatts Council, with a siatémont of tho casa 
of Captain Lomuol Perkin,  « «= 

Pormit from Admial Shaldham to Captain Por- 
kins, a 

Addition! Papers rolating to Captain Perlsing, 

Tettor hom John Page to Richad Llenry Lee, 

Lotter fiom Lord Danmoie to Colonel Richard 
Corbin, offering his sorviees to go to England 
to negotinto a reconciliation between Virginia 
and its Barent Stato.» + = ros 

Lottor from tho Committe of Safety of Virginia 
to Lord Dunmoro. Thoy aro not authorized 
or inclined to tients in tho mode of no- 
gotinting a reconciliation; any steps lo bo 
taken must proceed fiom the Representatives 
of the Continent, and not from thom, ~ 

Extract of o Lottor froma Momber of tho Vir- 
ginia Convention to a Friend in Philadelphia: 
Some seom alarmed at tho name of Indopon- 
dence, while they support measmes and pro- 

jose plang that compiehend all thé spirit of 
it: we are still called dependant, though we 
havo done overy thing but call ourselves in- 
dependent, *» = - - ns oe 

Lelter frou thé Maryland Council of Safaty to 
Colonel Joseph Sim, ~ + = - 

Lotler to the Maryland Couneil of Safety from 
the Committeo appointed to collect Gold and 
Silvor in Calvort County, - + “ 


Philadolphia Committoo declare Thomas Rogors 


and Josoph Sérmon enemies to their country, 
and preclude thom from all trade or intoreourso 
with tho Inhabitants,of the Colonies, «+ 
Letter fiom Lord Stirling to the Provinaial Con- 
gress of New-Jersey, eae ee 
Application of’ Colonel Wynkoop to the Bee 
York Congress, ingavour’of Moses Y$uMins, 
Letter from Colonel Drake to: John “MelKes- 
sol, . + . - af § - . 
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1796, 
Feb,20, Petition of Azdr Betts to the New-York Con- 
gress, to be released fiom Prison, = 1212 
20, President of Congress to General Schuyles: Tt 
has been determined to send Geneial Lee to 
Canada, resorving to General Schuyler the 
command in the Colony of Now-York, — - 1213 
20, Leiter fiom the Pennaylvania Committee of 
Safety to the President of Congress, suggest- 
ing the*propriety of making some other dispo- 
sition of the Prisoners at Lancaster, where the 
kind treatment given them by the People meets 
with a very improper and mdecent retum, - 1213 
20, Letter from John Broome to Silas Deane, foi- 
warding authentick accounts of the damago 
doné by the Ministenal Pirates at the East 
end of Long-Island, - - 1214 
20, Letter from General Schuyler to the President 
of Congress ither Gereral Wooster or 
himself must quit the Northern Department, “1214 
Lotter from General Schnyler to General Woos- 
ter, with alvangemonts for the two Regiments 
in Canada, elo . ~ 1216 
Letter from General Wooster to General 
Schuyler Complains that he is teated with 
disrespect, - - ~ 1217 
Letter fiom General Wooster to Genetal Schuy- - 
la The plan prdposed for the arangemcnt 
of the two Regiments will not answer, + 1218 
Retuin of a numbor of articles in tho Stores at 
Montreal, - ~ 1219 
Estimate of tho Pay due to tho Tioops of the 
United Colonies, iaised m Connecticut, and 
employed in tho Northein Depmiment, + 1219 
20, Letter from John Bigelow to Governour Trum- 
bull, ‘the People cannot be persunded to en- 
tor the service He has spnied, no pains 10 
raisea Company, but hag inhuted butfour men, 1220 
20, Lettor from Major [lawley to Elbidge Gerry: 
‘ Independence js the ‘on ? way to union and 
harmony, to vigom and ilespatch in business; 
i will open to us a trade with all tho world, 1220 
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Nov.20, Report of Joint Committec on General Wash-. 
ington’s Letter, dated November 20th, * + 1219 
Commutteo to ivait on Genoral Washington, to 
confer on supplying the deficiency in the 
Army, which may be caused by the Connec~ 
tient Forces leaving the se vice, ~ 1221 

29, Letter from the Rey. William Gordon, praying 
them {o excuse his continuing Chaplain, ==: 1221 
80, Committee to consider sovoral Resolutions of 
the Contmental Congres, ' » = $221 

Dec, 1, Committee for apportioning three thousand men 

among the Regiments, for reinforcing the 
Arthy, until the now Army is complete, » 1221 

Committeo to tale mto consideration the stato 
and circumstances of the Sea-Const, » 1222 

4, Lotter received fiom Robart H. Harrison, in- 

forming that a number of persons infected 

with tho Small-Pox were to be sent out of 
Boston, s “ ~ 1222 

5, «Letter sent to the Continental Congress, 1epre- 

senting thejt‘:easons for paying their men by 
Lunar, and notby Calendar months, = 1222 

« * Comiittes to talce into consideration the cireum- 
, _ stances of the Sea-Ports, “= 1222 
6, Committee to consider a Letter from Governour 
Trumbull, re * * 

Committee to confer with General Washington 
on the critical situation of the Army, + = 1223 
Petition of the Selectmen of Boxfofd, = 1293 

Committee to wait on General Washingtan, and 

“represent to him tha cir¢umstances of the four 

Companies now doing duty at Braintree, Woy- 
mouth, and Hingham, = = = 1228 

Petition of Thomas Livermore, Soléctman of 

: Ipswich, directed to furnish Clothing fox the 
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Prisoners confined there, - «= = 
7, Petition of Joseph Grepnleaf'praying for an ex- 
clusive privilege *{} sianufacture Copperas, 


Alum, &e,, forthé.spate of ten years, ~ 1224 
Petition of Aléxanders? ‘ay, he was wound, 


ed in the batile of BunkereHill,» S295 
Petitions of Nathaniel Farmer and Georke 
Reedl, wounded on the 10th of April, ~~ - 1296 
e 


> 
: 


Ga 


> 


ty 


At 


‘| 
1228 


‘ONTENTS, 


a 
{ 


LXXXIV 
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Dec, 8, Attested copies to fe podaed in the Seoretary's 
Office of all such Vouchers fo1 expenses n- 
curred by this Colony, in defenco of Amati- 
can liberty, as may be sent to the Gontinental 
Congress, se 2 
Petition of Joshua Davis, for 
Colonel, - + * ” ~“ * 
Petitjon of Joseph Cornell, wounded on tho 19th 
of Apu] last, - - os 
Puttin of Fiangis Brown, wotinded on the 19th 
of April, 
Report of Joint Coximittee on Governom Sium- 
bull’s Letter, in 2 6 = “ ® 
Lette: fiom Elbiidge Gory, declining the office 
of Matitime Judgo, - - “ 
Letter fiom General Washington, requesting the 
Miliun Companies, ag they arrive at Water. 
town, may bo oidared to Roxbury, 
Order of-the Council‘on the Letter, 
Petition of a number of Inhabitantsro: 
' borough, respecung Abicl Wood,” 
Report of Joint Committec on the Petition, pre- 
senicd, 2¢ad and recomitted, - 
Committee on a Letter. fiom John Tlancock, 
President of the American Congress, 
Committee on a Letter fiom Thomas Crafts, 
Letter from Thomas Crafts to William Cooper, 
Lettet fiom Gencinl Washington to James Otis, 
Letter fiom Thomas Crafis to General Washingy 
ton. Tho Small-Pox has broken out in two 
famihes that came out of Boston, 
Lettor fiom W. Sover to General Washington 
The Court hag taken precautions to provent 
tho spreading of the Small-Pox brought out 
of Boston, - . 4 a 
Lette: Hom Jonathyn Titcomb, and others, to B, 
Gugenleas in behalf of Captnin Peter Roberts, 
Commission granted to Peter Roberts, of the 
Sloop Gamoa-Cock, 8 . 
Lette from 'Thomas-Joucs, and athers, to Benja- 
min Gieonloaf, in behalf of Goptain Offin 


Boardman, » ~ 8 we ow 
Commission at to Offin Boardinan, of the 
oy) a 
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1229 
Schooner Washington, ~ 12380 
Report of tho Jot Committee on the Lettor of 
‘ Phamas Crafis, vom oy BS 1280 
Committes at Point Shinloy direoted, to use their 
utmost endeavours to prevent the spreading of 
the Small-Pox," . 
Memorial of the Committeo of Gloucester, pray-, 
ing ussistincs forthe motection of tho Hare 
bow, - os ~ 1280 
Letter hom ‘fimothy Piekeing, accepting tho 
‘appointment of Judge of Admialty, ~~~ 1281 
Committee to oxamine into tho character and 
conduct of Edward Rand, - = 1281 
Letter from, W- Seyor to Genoral Washington, 1232 
Letter fiom Goorga Leonard, Jun , dated Norton, 
December 4, desiring (o be oxcused fom net 
ing aa one of tho Justices of tho Inferior 
Gout of Bristol County, ~ + ~ 1282 
Roport of Join, Committes appointed to-prepare 
a ag ina Bill for iaising and regulating 
a Militia in this Colony, + » 1238 
‘Petition of the Inhabitants of tho Westexly part 
of Newton, . fe 284 
Report of Joint Committee on the charges 
agnitist Wdward Rand, 7 « — « 1285 
"Petition of Ebenezer Beal, wounded at Machias 
on the 12th of June last, - 1295 
15, John Hancock, John‘Adama, Samuel Adams, 
Robeit Treat Paino, ‘and Blbvidge Gerry, « 
elected by joint ballot, Dolegates to the Ameri- 
can Congress; - - os ©» 1235 
© Letior from, Nathanial Pegsloo, Sergeant, de- 
chning the appointrnent of 9 Justice of the Sur 
porior Coutt,, = # ‘nme 1286 
16, Committee on Resolyp of Congross of October 
« , 2G, recommend appointment of 4 Commitice 
to engage and fit out, with all possible’ ox. 
petition, ton Vessels, with Produes, for tho im» 
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1280 


” ” “ 7 


13, 
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14, 


~ - 


i ortation of Ammunition, &a, - ~ 4 1286 
Committeo to ft out the Vessel, - = «1286 
18, Repott of Joint Committee appointed to consi. 
er sundry Depositions relative to ihe conduct 
of the Inhabitants of the Island of Nantuckot, 1287 
Order for the arrest of Samuel Gelsion, of Nan- 
~ fucket, = + = = = 6 9 {287 
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1775. 
Dec.19, Committec to draft a Pyoclamation, 


” ~ 1238 
20, Potion of Charles Chaunecy, in behalf of Neal 


* Melntyio, of Portsmouth, - 


Petition of Abie! Wood, of Pownalboiough, ~ 1238 
21, Memonal of Jacob Boardman, of Newbutypoit, 1240 


Committee to wait on Genoral Rs hae and 
learn from him fo what limits he will extend 


his Guaids, —- - ~ = 1240 
Petition of Samuel Brower, - 2° = = 1240 
22, Memorial of Hannah Sewall, of Brookline, + 1240 


28, Abiel Wood ordeted to bo confined unul he pives 
secutily in one thousand Rounds that ho will 
not coitespond with tho citxmies of his coun~ 
try, ie SR seks gee ee 

25, Gon tines to provide Waod for the Army, 

26, Regulation for the payment of Post-Riders, 

Statement of facts 1elaung to the Companies at 
Braintree, Weymouth, and Tinghain, to be 
, laid befo1e General Washington, “ 

27, Petition of Deborah Cushing, wifo of Thomas 

Cushin®, ono of the Members of the Cont- 


nental Congicss, - 4 Ue - = 1244 Petition of John 'Lidd, of Lexington, wounded 
Petition of the ‘Town of IIarvaid, expressing on the 19th of Apri, “ 4 ww 1260 
their dissatisfaction with tho largo stipends 15, Commitleo on a Lutter fiom Gonesal Washing- 
granted to Officers, and some others, (oxcept ton, respecting the want of Fire-Ains for the 
Soldias) ‘Chis has chilled the spuits of tho new Reeruits now eorala In,» ' = » 1260 
commonalty, and has been a bar against tho Oficcts to bo stationed at Plymouth, Tiuro, and 
Army's ilmg up, «+ =! » 1245 arpaulin Cova, elocted, « - +  ~ 1261 
28, Selectrien of the sovoinl Towns requested to Potition of James Lomont, + = —» 1262 
encournge the malting of Saltpotro in private Letter from Robert Treat Paine, dated January 
: families, © @ = ee mm ERAS 1, declining the appointment of one of the Jus 
Tnstiuction to tho Commitice appointed to ox- tices of the Suporioy Court, some 
amino tho Muster-Rolls, - ~ ~ «= 1245 16, Report of Jomt Committes on Genoral Wash- 
Drat of a Proclamation reported, read, and ington’s Letter respecting tho want of Fira« 
srecommitled, -, « = » » « 1246 Army = = 8 me wm 1208 
29, Committee to ednsidor and report a plan for fit- Council authorized to lend Gonaial Washington, 
ting out Armed Vessols for the dofenco of , © as Commandor-in-Chief of tho Continental 
Amencan liberty, = + =» =  » I246 Army, fiy thousand Pounds, on hig obliga 
80, A Ficld-Officer, with tho rank of Colonol, and tion to retttin the samo when demanded, ~ « 1268 
Officers for the First and Sceond Companies, Committeo on a Leiter from the President of 
to be stutioned at Gloucestor, elected by jomt Congiess, mw 1268 
1770, ballot, - =  ~ Me en Rd | Officers to be stationed at Salom and Sheepscut 
fan, 1, Officors for tho Third and Fomth Corpanies at Rivor, and Mustermas(cis for Cumberland, 
Gloucester clected, = = = = » [R47 Dukes, Plymouth, and Eesex Counties, clect~ 
Potition of John Bragdon, «= « + = 1248 ed, re C111 
Officers for the Companies at Matblohead, Eli 17, Instructions to tho Delegates in Congicss, ~ 1265 
* gaboth Island, and Martha's Vineyard, elected, 1248 Report of Joint Committes on tho Petition of the 
Colonel and othor Ofliceys of the baba to bo ‘Town of Dorchester,» 2 = 6 
sialioned at Falmouth, anf’ Jor ono Company ' 18, Amended Inglinctions to tho Delegates in Con- 
at Kittery-Point, clected, = = ~ = 1249 gross, 8 
2, Potition of Selgctmen of Jvorchestar, - 1260 * Lattor to the Delegates, infouning thom of thelr 
Potition of Daniol Pierco for payment for Medi- ointment, and enclosing tho Inatructions, 1266 
cines fugnishod the Continental Army, ~ «1250 Potition of Elizabeth Sampson, and othor Indian 
8, Report of Cominittes of what furthor is necos- Inhabitants of Grafton, + ew 
any to be dono before tho Minute-Millitia and 19, Proclamation by the Genera! Comt, to be read . 
Sea-Const Rolls aia paid of} =~ » = [261 at tho opening of Comis, at the ‘Town-Mect- 
4, Petition of William Brown, and others, + - 1251 ings, and in all Churches, ~ * . ~ 1268 
Message to thodLouso of Representatives, setting Lotter from Isane Smith to John Adaiha, + 1971 
forth *tho fieta seeping the Guard at tho 20, Pormission to Isaac Smith to oxport ono yundied 
™ Town of Hull, and tho necessity of suitable and lity quintals of Fish, tho procecd¥ to bo 
Guards at Biaintrod, Weymouth, and Ling- Jnid out in the purchase of Powder, Saltpetre, 
ham, . - a ee! ~ = 1252 or Sulphur, = woos _ « « 1Q72 
Committes to oxamino into the conduct and 21, Committecs in tho sovoal Counties to aid in ! 
- character of Dr. Samuel Gelston, lately ap- yaising Mon for a temporary reinforeoment of 
prehended by an order of the General Court, 1262 the Aimy, ewe JOR 
Committed on ‘tho subject-matter of tho Militia Orders for raising a Regiment to sorve in Ca- 
Bill, and the manner in which the Officers nada, “ « ste “ = 1272 
»» _ shall be appointed, - “os ~ = 1252 22, Potition of James Cuntis, of Brunswick, © 1276 
Letter from General Gates, with Prisoners, ~ 1263 Letter to the Committee of Safety of Newbury 
5, Petition of Silas Ball, Surgeon of Colonel Wool- ort, directing them to take chage of Wil- 
bridge’s Rogiment, + ~ 4 «= = = {258 fam Milloy, - © 6 ww QB 
-*6, Doorkeepar ordered to place Dr, Sainuel Gelston +] 28, Petition of Joseph Deano for, permission to send 
+" under propor Guard, « - «+ 1254], a Vesselto Surinam,* = ‘+ «=  » 1276 
8, Peélition of Joseph Penyso Palmor,~ = = 1254 Potition of ‘thomas Russoll for pormission to 
9, Petition of the Selectmen of Topsdlelth so & 1254 send a small Schooner to the Foreign West~ 
* Petition of John Bunker, of Mount-Doseit, ~ 1265 | , Indies = = oh we mw QU 
& Report of Joint. Committeo on tho conduct of tho 24, The Dologates of tho Odlony in Congress to bo e 
2 Officers at Faliouth, eon om ® I265 , paid ono hundied and thirty Pounds cach, in, 
10, ee of a number of tho Inhabitants of Maj Continental Bills, (¢ enable them to defray 
“ih hb gwaduco, complaining of the tyrannical cgn- thoi. oxponsgea, and support tho dignity of their 
‘duetof John Batomyn, - 9 = | = 1257 office, = ~ = = «© « 0 1278 
Letter fo faugh Orr, divgeting the confinement 25, Oder of thé Gortoral Court of 9th of Dec&m- 
of Jamés eward within tho limits of the ber Jast, so far as it relates to Martha's Vine- 
Twit of Bridgewater, ‘S ‘a - = 1288 yord, annulled, ewww FQFD 
11, Memorial Aihara, of Belfast,in Penobscot, Memorial of the Selectmen of the Town offshbr- 
setting fyrtHthikes@ome of tho Inhabitinis of ere tho Island of Nantucket, ‘praying to 
Long-Jsland; indRohabseot Bay, have supplied bo released from the order of Oh of De- 
the Ministerial Forces: with Osid< Wood, = {258 | + cembor, = 9° vw mw 1279 
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~ 1242 | Jan.12, Committee ori a Deposition of Ebenezer Goodell, 


~ 1243 
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Two Ships ordered to bo but at the expenso of 
the Colony. one to cairy thirty-six Guns, the 
othe: thirty-lWwo Guns, = ee 
Committees on a Letter from Genoral Washing- 
(on, on the critical stato of tho Aimy, - ” 
Committee on a Letter hom Willjam Willinins, 
of Comecticut, communicating measures adapt. 

ei by that Colony, and discovories mado of a 
Tead-Min, <= ewe 
Letier to the Committeo of Nouthampton, di- 
- realte them to send Joshua Young to Marsh- 
fold, Go i ig, Re Be ee ta 
Letter td the Committee of Maishficld, directing 
thom to tke cher go af Joshua Young, and be 
careful ho does hot pass the limits of the Town, 
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1259 
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relative to Joseph Bowditch, refusing a tender 

of Bills of Publick Credit, - . - . 

13, Report of Committec on Coneral Washington's 
Jietter of the 10th mstant, - . . “ 
Committeo to wait on Guneral Washington, + 
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176, 
0,26, Edward Rawson, Stephen Maynard, and Dea- 
con Hal), elected Quaidians to the Llassani- 
misco Tribe of Indians, at Giafton, — - ~ 1280 
Anangement of the Militia m Regiments, - 1280 
Letter to the Committee of tho Town of New- 
burypoit, requesting thom to take into thei 
custody and safe-keepng William Eiwin 
and others, piisoners, taken in the Ship Jen- 
ny, - ~ = = em BBE 
Letter fo the Committee of Gloucester, request- 
ing them to take chargo of William Wood, 
Master, and Robert Ayles, Mate, of the Ship 
Jenny, = - - ~ - - - 
Benjamin Lincoln directed to wait on General 
Washington and icquest him to cause ono 
Haswell, an Offices’ of the Biitsh Navy, to 
beiemoved from Hull, - - = = 
29, Committee on a Letter from John Dickinson, of 
Hatfield, relative to the conduct of Elisha El- 
hs, Jun , : - td ~ = 1282 
80, Commuitteo to asceitnin what number of sheets ‘ 
of Bills had been printed, ~ = = 1282 
Repoit of the Commitice, read and recommutted, 1283 
31, Committees of Inspection in all the Towns of 
the Colany to make stuct inquiry, and if 
they find any persons endeavoring to prevent 
thé credit of the Contmental Bills, o1 of any 
other Bills, or to alter 01 counterfeit the same, 
to aryest and sacto such person, that ho may 
be proceeded with aceaiding to the just de. 
moitts of such high crimes and inisdemean- 
Onis, - . - - - . - 
Potions of the Committees, and others, Inhabi- 
tants of the Towns of Machias, Goldsbo- 
rough, Number-Four, ‘Nanngaugus, Plea 
sant-Riyel, and Chandler's River, in tho 
County of Lincoln, ~ = = ' = — » 1284 
Letter fiom Hugh Ori, requesting that James 
Sewaid may be permitted to bo employed in 
Watatown, < - “ - - - 
b, 1, Committee to bring in a Bill establishing a Test, 
by which all persons inimical to tho 1ights 
and liberties of America shall be distinguish- 
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ed from therr friends, = 6 mw 1285 
Committee 'to consider ah anonymous Letter 

from Daitmouth, = +. = = 1285 
Petition from the Selectmen of Rehoboth, = 1286 


%, Petition of John Bakeman, and othets, against 
the appointment of some Iield-Officers of the 
two Boglmanie East of Penobscot Rivers - 1286 
Committee to prepare a general arrangement of * 
Militia throughout the Colony, -» * » 1286 
Ficld-Officers for the First and Second Regi- 
ments m Woicester, = me 1286 
Field and StaffOfficers of the several Regi. 
ments to he raised, to join the Army before 
Boston, till the ist of April next, to be noti- 
fied oftheir appomtments, a ee. 
> Repoxt of Joint Committee on tho Memorial of 
thafSelectmen of Sherbuino, in Nantucket, re- \ 
commending a representation of the state of 
that Island be made to the American Con. 
gress, = + = + + 1 = 1287 
Leiter lo the Committeo for the Town of Hat- 
field, se wwe 1287 
8, Dr. Samuel Gelston and John Brown, who aided 
Gelston in making his escape, to be confined 
* inJail, - 20 + = + = = 1287 
Tndia Tea, found in custody of John Brown, to 
be publickly' consumed by fire, this day, at 
one o'clock, P M,, - - - ~ 1288 
5, Report of Joint Conimittee on the complaints of, 
and charges against, certain Inhabitants of 
Majabigwaduce, ~ fe ew 1288 
6, Report of Joint Committeo on the Petstion of 
Philip Hodgking. - + ~ = = 1289 
Field-Officers fo. Regiments in the Countics of * 

» Plymouth, Suffolk, Worcester, York, Bustol, 
Middlesex, Cumberland, and Berkshire, elect. 
ee ew 1890 

Petition of Atma Coshommon, an Indian wo- 

. man, of Chilmark, in Dukes County, + + 1292 

Petition of ‘Thomas Simonds and Maiy Tho- + 
mas, native -Indinns, of Middleborough, in 

‘the County of Plymouth, ~ =f 2 1998 

Act for encouraging the fixing out of Armed = - 
Vessels passed, y =  » 1298 


8, Petition of Jeremiah O'Brien, irra}. 70 1994 
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Committea of Newburyport to propare and fit 
out the Sloop Machigs-Laberty and Schooner 
Diligent, - ew me 1994 
Fuither elections of Ficeld-Officers, - ~ 1294 
John Hancock,.Azorv Cine and Benjamin Line 


coln, olected Majoi-Generals, — ~ = « 1295 
Letter hom James Ouys, requesting the release, 
untles bonds, of John Ciay, ~ = = 1296 


Feb, 9, Regulation for the sottlement of Accounts for 


Provisions supplied the Men who marched 
on the alarm of tho 19th of April Inst, ~ 1296 
10, Order of the Conf of the Qiat of January, for 
inising a Regphentto ser vd in Canada, in part 
recotgidaed, = %= = . - - 
12, Committee to pints a Proclamation for a Ge- 
neial Fast throughout the Colony, * + =~ 1209 
Officers and Soldiers, who sustained any loss of 
Clothing, Fire-Aims, &e., by their being en- 
gaged in bate with the Ministoiial Troops 
on the {9th of ae and 17th of Jano last,, 
aro required to oxhibit a Patra account of 
their losses, or thoy will be deprive! of tho 
benefit of compensations =  - 1 = « 
Petition of a number of Inhabitants of the Hast- 
ein pait of Lincoln County, requesting agsist- 
ance for tho St. John’s und Passamaquoddy 
Indians, = =~ = = # ~ — » (800 
13, Joseph Hendorson appointed to Jay the dis- 
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Large quantities of Gunpowder and Saltpetre 
have arrived at Philadelphia; but og all sup- 
plies may be cut off in the Spring, we should 
, endeavour to supply ourselves within our- 
selves, and leave as little to the uncertainty of 
winds, weathér, and enemies. as nossible. 


a 
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» 1494 


or 


1776, 

Feb,26, Letter to the Author of,Common Senso: Sug- 
eats that, in forming the now Govoinment, 
<besitee the present thirteen United Colonies, 
Qnobeck and Nova-Seotia should bo meluded ; 
and to presorve thp equality of the Colonies, 
the boundaries of many should bo altored, and 
at least three new Colonies formed, viz, Mon- 
treal, Albany, and Susquehannah, - - 
26, Lotter from John Smyth, Tieasurot of Now- 
Jersey, to the Provmeil Congress, - = ~ 
26, Letter fiom the Committeo for Richmond Coun. 
ty to the Now-York Congress, relating to tho 
Prisopois taken by Colonel Heard and Colo- 
nel Thomas, ~ - - - - > 
26, Letter from General Schuyler to the President 
‘of Congress: He hopes to send Gonoal 
Wooster some Money to-monow, — = . 
Letter from Gicneral Wooster to General Schuy- 
lor: The Flour on hand’ will not last tho 
Army moro than a week, Provisions or 
Wood catmot be ptnchased without hard cash, 

Our credit sinks daly, —- - 


24, Latter fiom James Deane to Genoral Sebuylor: 


Goveinony Penn has mvited the Six-Nations 

to mect him in Philadelphia, Tho Indians 

aie much at a loss to comprehond Onus’s do- 

sign in calling them down to Philadelphia, ~ 

26, Letter fiom Colonel Bayley to Ctenoral Wash- 
ington: A Post may go from Nowbury to 

> Montreal without didficully or obstruction, + 
Letter‘ fiom Colonel Bayloy to Cleneral Woos- 


tor. ~ ” ” n) . “ 
Journal of tho Men sent by Colonel Bayloy from 
Newbury to Montreal, by tho way of Missjs- 
'quo-Bay, a 
Letter from General Wooster to Colonel Bayloy, 

26, Letter fiom General Washington to Genora 
Leo: Tho chomy seam preparing for their 
departure from Boston, We are making tho 
necessary dispositions to tala possession of 
Dorchester-Hall, which will biing thom out, if 
any thing will, rr 
26, Lottor fom Genoral Washington to the Council 
- of Massachusotts, informing thom of his inten- 
tion to tako possession of Do choster-Heights, 

and requesting them to oidor two Rogiments 

of Militia to the lings, ” - 8 . 

26, Lottor from General Washington to Josoph Reed, 
26, Letter from Geneial Washington to tho Presi. 
dent of Congiesgs =~ «8 2 
Genoral Orders, from Fobyuary 1§ to ebruary 


20, + . 
27, Extract of a Letter from Williamsburgh, Vir- 
ginia, to 9 Gentleman in Philadelphia: Go- 
neial Clinton, with his Troops, the Moreuy, 
Kingfighor, and two or thio T'endais, wont 
ont of tho Cupes yestorday, ye 
27, Letter from Captain Scott to the Maryland Coun- 
cil of @afety, - -« «© + «  » 
27, Letter from Robort Aloxandor {o tho Maryland 
Council of Safety: Congiess has ordo ed an 
advance of twenty-tivo thousand Dollars, Mr, 
Morris has prichased for Matyland four hun- 
dred, stand of Aims and thity-five hundred 
pounds of Cannon-Powder, sms 
27, Letter from George Stricker to the Maryland 
Council of Safety, - — ‘» - 8 os 
27, Petition of Buck's County Commiltes to the As- 
sombly, of Pennsylvania, praying an addi- 
' tional ‘Tax may be laid on tho Estates of the 
non-Associatols, ~~ - . . - 
3, Letter from General Lea to the Presidont of 
iy ~  » & ow 8 
27, Rotter from General Schttyler to the President 
of Congtes, - %» = -# = 
+ Orders issued by Gonoral Schuyler for regula 
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1508 
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1507 
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1509 
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Ung the issuing of Provisions,  - + 15 


27 Letter from Ggneial Arnold to Genoral Wash- 


ington, « . . “ * y ry 
27, Latter from Edward Williams, a British prison- 


ot, to Governour Trumbull, - = » 1614 


27, Letter from General 
Schuyler, - - - 

27, Letter from, Stephen Moylan to General Woos- 
ter; The Indigns frbm Canada were greatly 
dissatisfied that Le Garne ig suffered to go at 
hberty, He isa dangerous person, and should 

. be sent out of the Provinae, ote . 


Washitigton to General 


im . 
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Feb.28, Colonel Patrick Honry resigned his Commis. 


28, 


© 28, 
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29, 


+ 29, 


29 
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1515 
1516 
1516 


sim,  < «© = «# s = & 
Addiess of the Troops at Williamsbuigh to 
Colonal Henry, a 
Colonel Heny’s Answor to the Address of the 
2M - ee “+ - 
Address to Patrick Henry, Jun,, lato Command. 
or-in-Chief of the Virginia Forces, signed b: 
upwards of ninety Officers at Kemp's rand: 
ing, Suffolk, and Williamsburgh, - - 
Colonel Henty's Commission fiom the Conti- 
nental Congres, = ~ «= =~ = 
A Friend to Truth on Colonel Hemy’s Resig- 
nation, = “ - . « . - 
An Honest Farmer to Mr, Purdie, - So 
Detail of the Publick Procecdings, so far as they 
iclate to Colonel Henry, from his firstappoint- 
ment to the command of the First Regiment 
to his refusal of the Continental Commission, 
appointing him to the same command, ” 
Letter fiom Captain Kent and Captain Lenry to 
the Maryland Councit of Snfety. We wero 
sent to tho assistance of the Inhabitants of Ac- 
comack and Noithampton Counties; but in an 
engagement at this une, we should havo but 
little assistance from them, sos ” 
Letter from tho President of Congress to Gene- 
int Leo: Roquesis that hé will not set out for 
Canada until ho receives fiuthor ordors from 
the Congress, ~ = «© «1 » = 1622 
Plain [ints on the Condition of tho Colonics, ~ 1522 
Specch of an Llonest Farmer to an assombly of 
his neighbouns of Philadelphia County, on his 
entoing in tho Continental sorvico, | » ~ 1626 
Address of Rationalis to the Inhabitants of Ponn- 
sylvania, in answor to Common Sonse, and 
against Indopondenco, yoo mw 
Lettor from tho Provincial Congress of Now- 
York to President Hancock, - -« = 
Nominations of Field-Oficors for the four Now- 
York Battalion,  - «© = » «© 
List of Now-York Officers now in Canada, — ~ 
Officers and Non-Commissioned Officers of tho 
First Now-York Battalion who offer thom- 
solvos as Volunteers, we ml uit 
Letter from John Hill to Now-York Congress, 
ait of Cadwallader Golden, son of 
tho Licntonant-Goveinour, + ~ 4 . 
Lotter flom John Lammoll, Jun,, to the Now- 
York Congress, = + 1582 
Letter from David Stowart 
Council of Sufety, + » » «= — « 1683 
Lottor from Cnptnins Kont and Henry to tho 
Maryland Council of Safely, = + «1 
Roturn of Cuptain Tenry’s Company, - — » 
Retin of Captain Kent's Company, «= 
List of the Minute Company that marched from 
Queen Anno's County, Maryland, Febuary 
_ 1776, undor the command of Captain James 
on, = hee 
Letter from Captain Gunby to Daniel of St. 
‘Thomas Jenifer, ” . “ o* ” 
Letter from Captain Androw Boall to tho Ma+ 
ryland Council of Safety, ~ - * “ 
An Apology for tho Ponnsylvania Assembly, for 
thoir imputed backwardnoss in tho causa of 
hberty, + s o8 . ” - “ 
Lottor tha James Measo to the President of 
Congress: ‘The Soldiers aro wnhout Blan- 
‘ots, - - - . - - ” 
Lotter from Gonoral Lee to General Washing- 
ton, giving an account of his measures for the 
defence of New-York, ‘Tho Congress hava 
not, as yet, talon tho least step for its secu- 
rity, » . - “ - “ “ 
Latter from TJonry Remaon, at Nowark, Now- 
Jersey, to Colonel Woodhull: Requests in- 
formation whero to sond threo tong of Powder, 
which has just boon received,  - . « 1689 
Lottor from Captain Patrick Sinclair to the New- \ 
York Congross, for permission to go to Hu~ jae 


yop, = ee ee 
Lotter from Sanwel Gale to John McKesson: Is 
in close confinement in the common Jail at : : 
Fairfield, and asks that he may be allowed, a 
parole, or a writ of habeas corpng, . ¢, 2") ~ 1689 
Letter from, General Washington to plhoyPresi- 
dent of Congress, - *% , = 1540 


? 


1516 
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1517 
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1627 
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1681 
1684 
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to tho Maryland 


1583 
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1585 


1587 
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1776, 
Jon.18, Common Sense— ‘ 
I. Ofthe Origin and Design of Government 
in general, with concise Remarks on the 


Enghsh Constitunon, - - - + 1541 
JJ. Of Monaichy and Horeditary Succession, 1544 


1548 


IIL. Thoughts on the present state of Ameri 
con Affans, - - 8 - ~ 
IV. Of the present ability of America, with 
some Miscellaneous Reflections, - ~ 


PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
. 


Jan29,A Pilot permitted to cruiso off the Delaware 
Capes for a Ship with Arms and Ammuni- 


tion, bound to Philadelphia, - - 1561 


Lieutenant Cdmeron, taken with My Connolly, 
examined by the Committee, and remanded to 


Jai - : ane eee ee ee 
30, Advoitisements for Rags and Lint, and for Salt- 
petre, ordered to be inserted in tha Pennsylva- 
nia Gazette and Pennsylvania Jounal, 


81, Thomas Austin, charged with haying uttered 
many declaiations inimical to the cause of 
Ameiican liberty, oidered to attond the Com-« 
muttes on Tuesday, Febiuary 6, - «1 

Josiah Hart, Maisholl Edwards, John Laugh- 
lin, and Caspar Fetters, requued to attend at 
the same timo as witnesses, 

Feb, 1, Report of Damel Joy, David Riltenhouso, and 
John MeNeal, of a Sarvoy of tho Jorscy 

shore, fiom Billingsport to Newtown Oreck, 

to determine what parts it may bo necessary 

to fortify, Sr 

8, Robert Colebrook and James O'Neil, taken with 
Captain Campbell, and confined by order of 
Congiess, dischai ged, ee 

John Brown, the servant of Dostor Connolly, 
ordered from Jnil to the Woik-House, 

Commodore Caldwell directed to discharge John 
Elackett fiom tho Fleet, - - * ~ 

Pay of Captains of the Armed Boats inci eased 
to ten Pounds per month, First Lieutensints to 
seventeen Dollars, ard Second Lioutenants to 
fourteen Dollars, = = - 


“ “ - 


n=» 186 
Distribution of Prize-Monoy to the Officers and 


y Craws of the Armed Boats, “oo. 
Officers and Soldiers of the Batteries included in 
the distribution of Prizes, -  - = 
John Eddy appointed First Lieutenant in place 
of Barnet ichelberger, - * o~ «= 
Petition from the Commilteo of tho Privates, 
read, and declaredsreasonablo and proper, 
Thomas Austin attended, and was examined, and 
allowed until Wednesday noxtto produce’ 
testimony in his defence, - += os 
Doctor Hugh Hodge appointed Surgeon of the 
‘Third Battalion for the Continental Service, 
Letter to the Committee of Safoty of Maryland, 
offering to instruct such persing as they de« 
sire inthe method of making Saltpetre, 


Ro] 


x 


= 


& 


Thomas Hanson appointed Quartermaster of the 
Second Battalion, - -« - = 
Vessels employed by Captain Van Horn, for im- 
otting Powder, Aring, &¢, from foreign parts, 

» Insurer 
Momorial to Congress, with proposals from dif. 


ferent Persons for erecting Powder-Mills, - 1567 


John Hatper appointed Quartermaster to the 
Fourth Battalion, Rithard Collier to the 
Fifth, and Garret Steddiford to the Third, 

Gibbs Jones appointed Captain-Lieutenant of 
Matrosses, re 

0, Proposals delivered to the Committee appointed 

to tha for proper places to erect Powder- 
(1 

2, Letter from the President of Congress, request~ 

ing the Battalions in this City would furnish 


Jo 


= 


i 


one to be detached'to Now-York,  ~ « ~ 1569 


Mr. Dickinson directed to apply to Congress to 
replace the whole number of Arms this Board 

» has supplied them with, -  - = - 

18, Resolution of Congress, directing fifly tons of 
Saltpetre to be delivered by the’ Secret Com- 
mittée to this Committee to be mantfactured 


» "nto Gunpowder, "- +’ + « 


1556 


1561 


~ 1562 
Dr. Connolly oxamined, and remanded to Jail, 1563 


1564 


~ 1565 


- 16 


~ 1566 


1566 


~ 1566 
Bernard Romansappointed Captain of Matrosses, 1567 


- 1667 
by the Committee from seizure, — ~ 1567 


- 1567 


+ 1569 


1569 


~ 1870 


: CONTENTS. 


18, 


16, 


20, 


22, 
28, 


2A, 


26, 


“28, 


« Lead, - - = = 8 ww 
2, William Patterson appointed Seorelary to the 


H 


cry 
1776, 
Feb,14, Doctor Samuel Kegnedy appointed Surgeon, 
and William Moulder ‘Second Lieutenant, in 
the Fourth Battalion, - * . 1570 


Thomas Austin appeared, and having nothing 

to offer in defence of tha chargos against him 

as a person inimical to the libeitios of Ame» 

iica, ho sighed a declaration acknowledging 

his guilt, and promising not to offend im fu- 

ture, “os vos * ” » 1570 
The Books and Papeis of Joho Drinker and 

Joshua Fisher & Sons to be locked up and - 

sealed, and ail the doos and windows of their 

Stores and Waichouses to be locked and key- 

ed, and fastened on the outside by a woodon 

bar being nailed across thom, = - «+1 
Rev, William Linn appojnted Chaplain to tho 

Fifth and Siath Battalions, = =» 1671 
Appointments and Promotions of Officers of the 

Armed Boats, « - . 4 ~ ‘ 
Measures adopted for the immediate orection of 

Powder-Mills, Bt Se ee. eR 
Captains of the Armed Boats directed to inquire 

into the qualifications of Persons applying 

for appointments, = - = oe we 
Committee to fix propa Signals in the River 

and Bay of Delaware, to give the most spéedy 

intelligence of any onemy's Ships arritiag at 


tho Capes, “ . “ - - 1873 
Commodore Caldwell dliected immediately to 

consult with all the Oflicors, and ariange thom 

to tho difforent Armed Bonts, =~ . a 
John Myors appointed Aimowor to the Armed 

Boats, + “ . - « = a 
Letter to the President of Congross, requosting 

tho Prisoners to bo removed to Lancaster and 

other parts of the country, ~ 4  # 1578 


Applicaton to be made to the Assembly to 
1aiso tivo thousand Mon for tho defonco of the ‘6 
Province, “os ~ "1578 

Momorial to the Assembly, « = «©» 1574 

Commitleo to go to the Buriacks and muster the 
Mon belonging to thé Armerl Boats, « — ~ 167! 

Notico to bo inaorted in tho pas Papors that 
a. Mustormaster is wanted foi the Aimed Boats, 1675 

Commodore Caldwell and Captain Proctor di- 
rected lo fix upon re Signals for ‘the Flect, 
Meichantmen, and Battory, ae 

Captain Proctor to procure a Flog-staff’ for tho 
Fort, with a Pag of the United Colonics, ~ 1676 

Commiiteo to see that all necessarics for the uso 
ofthe Bayery be gupplied, » - - = 157 

Benjamin Rittonhouso requested to romova to 
this City, to tako charge of the Gun-Lock 
Factory, = = = mm ee 

Fire-Armg not to be taken out of the Province 
without the vonsent of the Committeo, + 1578 

Committee to carry into execution every thing 
necegsdry townids completing tha Fortifica. 
tions on Fort Island, se & eo 1878 


es 


- = “ 


‘ 
PROVINOIAL OONGRESS OF NEW-IERSEY, 


Jan.81, List of the Deputies returned to serve in the . 


Congress, + = 


Feb, 1, Petition from the Committee for th® County of 


Somerset, praying that Persons not Free- 
hélders, who pay Taxes, may be permitted to 
vots for Delegates, and that the olections be by 
ballot, = =» = © 6 we 1579 
Similar Petitions from the Inhabitants of Dssex 
County, - ay ow = . “ 
Two Petitions from Morris County, relating to 
the appointment of Military Officers, « ”. 1579 
© Letter from Jacob Ford, stating his reasons for 
refusing Continental and Connecticut Money, “1580 
Committees of Somorset ¢nd Middlesex required 
to furnish Colonel Winds with Powder and 
1580 


Congress, . ” “ » 
Resolution to procuge Arms for Colonel Max- 

well’s Battalion, now under orders for Canada, 1580 
Letter to the several County Committees, re- 
‘questing their assistance in procuring Ayms 

for Colonel Maxwell’s Battahon, - - » 1580 
Officers of the Third Battalion, now to be raised, 

to be chosen on Monday next, ~ - 


: 


cy 
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6, 3 
Peter Vroom, of Piscataway, confessing the 


charge brought against him by the Commiltteo 
‘of Hillsborough, was committed to tho com- 
mon Jail of Someiset County, = > o* 
Blankets at tho Baxacks in Now-Brunswick, 
Elizabethtown, Trenton, and Perth-Amboy, 
appropriated to the aso of the Continental 
Forces, = + (* . 


Feb, 8, Abraham Ogden appointed Lroutenant-Colonel, 


L 


5 


6 


mons 


” 


12, 


18 


4 
4 


and William Burnet Major, of Light-[Lorso, 

Remonstrance of the Commuttes of the County 
of Borgen, respecting tho aoizure of the Arms 
ofthe County, - - - - 


y, Se ae 
Fleld-Officers for the Fiist Regimont of Militin ’ 


in Somerset Counly,-  - = 
Commitleo to wait on the Eastorn Treasurer, 
and request his iemoval to New-Brunswick, 
Records in the Seciclary's Office at Peath Am- 
boy to bo 1emoved immediately to New- 
Brunswick; if necessary, the ‘l'roops may be 
called oi to assist in tho removal, - - 

;, Measures to prevent the oxpoitation of any Pio- 
duco or Morchandise, whatever, contiary to 
the Genetal Association, = - - = 
Committeo 1epoited that the Books and Records 
wore removed from Perth-Amboy to New-~ 


Brunswick, = . «1 


Committee ropoited that, notwithetanding the 
Protost of Mr. Smith, tho 'Uicasuier, the Mo- 
noy in the Troasury, &e, was iemoved as 
ordered, « . “ . . - - 

* Lotter from Lond Stirling, with an attested copy 
of-a Lettor from Cortlandt Skinnor, to_ hia 
brother, Colonol William Skinnor, in Eng- 
‘and. - . * . . - “ 

Eastern Treasury romoved to tho hoyso of Poter 
Schenck, in Somerset County, ~« - «= 

Eastorn Records and Books fiom Porth-Amboy 
to be furthor removed to Burlington, and 
lodged in the Sceretary's Office at that placo, 

Lettor to Mr, Pottit, requiring him to attend at 
Burlington, wheio tho Recordsmo, + + 

Papors and Records in the Survoyor-Cienaial’s 
Offico to be removed immediately to tho 
house of Potor Schonck, in Somerset County, 

, Ondor respecting Christophor Hmrison, convict 
ed of the chargo be him by tho Com- 
mittee for Bothlehom, in Huntordon County, 

Lotter to the Continontal Congress, respecting 
tho salo and consumption of Ten, “4 

Resolutions for rasing thg Third, Battalion for 
tho sorvieo of tho United Colonies, = = 

Elias Dayton aa Colonel, Anthony Wal- 
ton Whito Lioutenant-Colonol, and Francis 
Barber Major, of the Third Battalion, “ 

Ordor respecting William Steols, - — - 

Records to bo delivored to Chailes Peltit, al 
Burlington, on hureday next, - + - 
, Officorstor the ‘Lhivd Battalion, ~ «= 
, Ropresontation of tho Committes of Salom Coun- 
ty, respecting tho disturbances thoro, read, and 
br, Samyol Dick heard in hig defence, - 

, Roprosentation from Salem County further con- 
sidorpd, = 6 6 4 6 6  m 

, Commissionors lo purchase Fire-Arms author- 
ized to vontract for them on: tho best terms 
thoy can, - - 8 

Salom County to bo divided into two Districts, 
and a Battalion to be formed in each District, 

Letter to the Continental Congress: They have 
rio resourco of providing Arms for tho Third 
paraae other than making or importing 
thom, o«  . = « « - 

» Detachment of Voluntgors, under tho command 
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1685 
1586 
1686 
1586 
1587 
1687 
1587 


1588 
1588 


1588 


of CGolonol Heard, sont to Statey-Island, 1580 


+ Reprosentation from tho Elizabethtown Com- 
milteo, praying for aonio regulation to pravont 
tho removal to this Province of Porgons un- 

«_ friendly to the cause of Amorican freedom, + 

, Order reapecting Richard Bowlsby and Andrew 

McOleney, of Sussex County, convicted of 
posing tho present mgasures,; = = = 
Two Companies of Artillery to be raised immo- 
diately, and a train of Artillery of twelve 
Field-pieceg purchased, ~ = =  » 
Fifty thousand Pounds, in paper Bills of Credit, 
to be einitted in place of thirty thousand 
Pounds formerly onfred, =. + 4 


1589 


1590 


1591 


1691 





174, 
Feb.14, William Livingston, John Do Hart, Richmd 
Smith, John Cooper, and Jonathan Dickin« 
son Sargeant, chosen Delogates to the Conti- 
nental Congicss for ono year, - ~ = 1592 
15, Letter fiom tho Continental Congress, requegt- 
ing 2 Battahon of Minute-Mon may be sent 
lo Genoial Leo, at Now-York, - ” ~ 1592 
Dotachment, equal to a Battalion in the Conti- 
nental seryico, ordered to be sent immediately, 
under the command of Col. Charles Stewart, 1593 
Onder respecting Charles Robouis, of Somerset 
County, ~ - = = = = = 1598 
Lettor fiom the Committes of Somerset, 1ecom- 
mending that measties should be taken to , 
fortify Peith-Amboy, sm ew 1504 
Tho sovaal Petitions relating to the qualifica- 
tions of Electors of Membors of Congress 
considered, = « = = « =  » 1504 
Qualifications of Elgctors, - ~- = — « 1504 
17, Ordinances for striking filly thousand Pounds; 
lo fix the Qualificaions of Electors; for ox- 
empting Peisons who inlist in tho sorvice of 
tho United Colonies from arrest; and for di- 
recting the manner of: signing tho General 
7 Association, woe sovorally preaented and 
read, ew ew 1805 
10% Ordinanco for preventing Persons doserting 
places in dangor of boing atiackcd, and for 
lostraining such as aro dungorous to tho com- 
mon caso, fiom takeing hofige in this Colo- 
hy, presonted and rend, Yee ew 
Ordinance for numboring tho\[nhabitants of the 
Colony, pursuant to tho dirdhtions of the Con- 
tinental Congress, rend, = = = —» 1596 
Tronsmors of tho Colony reqiired to reecive 
tho Bills of Credit issied by tho Continental 
Congress, "ee x “oe 
Letter to My, Smyth, Eastern Trenthvor, request- 
ing him to continue to actas Tréasmer, » 1596 
Ordored, that the present Congiess be dissolved, 
and that thero be a now alection of Depnties 
to represont this Colony, in Provincial Con- 
gress, on the fouith Monday in May noxt, - 1597 
Lottor to Mr, Smyth, desiring an oxplicit an- 
swoi to thoir request, sw mw 1507 
Lettor fom Lord Stirling, informing them that 
tho British Vessels-of- War at New-York 
tako ovory Provision Vessol coming from 
Now-Jorsoy, + = « = © = 1607 
Order prohibiting tho transportation of Provi« 
sions, and all other kinds of Produge of tho 
Colony, to New-York, ~ = = » 1508 
22, Lettor from James Hughos, « prisonor at Eliza. 
pinta Yequesting permission to go to Now- 
OMS. te es SE ee we de te pe 
Committes reported that they had removed the 
Papors, Books, and Records, in tho Surveyor~ 
General’s Office, ns ordored, « + = 1508 
Leiter to Lord Stirling, requesting copies of tho 
ordaig respecting the scizing the Arms be- 
longing to Bergon County, ~ ‘= » 1500 
Lottor to tho Continental Congress rospecting 
thé exposed condition of Porth-Amboy, = 1600 
Resolution of tho Gontiriontal Congress counter 
manding tho order for the march of a Batta- 
lion for the dofones of New-York, ag Arms 
cannot be prooutted for them, - - = 160f 
Petitions from several Committoes, representing 
that the Deputies from Bergen County, and 
tho persons who compose the County Com- 
mittee of Borgen, were not duly elected, + 1601 
Committee of Trenton made return of the. por- 
sons who, in their bounds, ier) the General 
Association, and of those who rofused todo so, 1601 
Letter from John Smyth: Agreos to continue 
‘Trensurer, provided the Ohestis removed fiom 
Mr, Schenck’s to My, Stevens's, - = 1601 
Trossury-Chest ordered to ber removed to the 
dwolling-hougo of’ Mr, John Stevens, - —~ 1602 
Resolution of the 21st instant, prohibiting the 
oxport of Provisions and Produce from this ; 
Colony to the City of New-York, reponldd, 7 1608 
Resolutions relating to the differences between 
the County Committee of Essex and the Town- 
ship Committee of Trenton, + 4 Wrz» 1608 
Sundry Officers elected, - Paap « 1608 
Petitions from Township Committegs ‘of 90d- 
bridge and Piscataway, «© ¢*'%~ = 1604 
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1776, f 1776, 
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Ordinance for exempting poreons who inlist in Lettor received from tho Commiveoat Tanettr 
oe service of the United Caloaine fiom ar- ' January 3, 1634 
est, ~ —« 1610 Lotter from an Officor “at Lisbon, Oxobor 28, i 
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5 lvanig Battalion, . - 1626 Lotter to Mr, ‘lghman: That the Hlomet anil 
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Now Powers to the New-York Dele gates, Te- who are prisoners, - 
ceived from their," ‘Cottvention; ii by them Lord Stirling ordered gf apprehend Cortland 
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‘Town of Baltimore, and five in matters incthe 


. - - ” 


County, without thé‘Town, - =~ = 
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sold as directed by the Continental Congress, 


“in such cases, ele ey eos 1698 tal Association, it is declared to bo the duty of 
19, Committee appointed to carofully observe the the Committee to carry it seals into crecu- 
arrival of ail Vessels into the Poit of Balti- tion; and that any attempt to defeat such pur- 
‘ more, -« <« = = = = = 1698 pose, will, with its author, be exposed to the 
General Meeting of the County Commilttge to publick, = ~~ = = « - = 1707 
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sundry Vessels, = - - ” - 1694 tates of tho County, whose abrupt dismission, 
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the Committes, . - - - = 1695 serve altematcly, cach a month, as Clak of 
Committee of Correspondence to prepare a plan the Commiltteo, ~ =e  - = = 1708 
of proceedings for tho General Mesting of 26, Committee appointed to purchase all the Powder 
County Committee, - “ . - » 1695 and Lead to bo disposed of in Baltimore, ~ 1709 
27, Goods imported in tho Ship Sims sold, and the 27, Committee to receive the Ammumtion, and dis- 
advance upon them ordered for the Poor of tribute it among such gentlemen of the ‘Town 
Boston, «= = - «© «= + = 1696 agit may be most safely lodged with, - - 1709 
29, Mecting of the Ctenoral Committco: Procced- Information of the seize of tho Powdor at 
ings of thé late Provincial Convention ap- Williamsburgh by Lovd Dunmore, forwarded 
pire - . . . - : ~ 1697 to the Committes of Philadelphia, - = 1709 
Inhabitants of the soveral Hundreds requested to May1,Captain Richud Button, charged with endea- 
form themsglves into Military Companics and‘ voting to provent the peaplo from muistoring, 
choose thoir OMiccia, ee we L607 ordored to attend tho Committee, - » 1709 
General Meoting adjourned to Monday, Janua- 2, Captain Button attended the Committes, and sub- 
lit. ry 16,1775, = ee 1697 scribed a pledgo, as somo atonement to the 
Jan, 16, Meoting of Inhabitants of Baltimore County: Publick for his misconduet, - = + 1710 
* Captain Charles Ridgoly, Chaiiman; Jere- James Dalgloish having declared his intention 
: miah ‘Townley Chase, Clerk, +, - «= 1700 to Join the English Thoops as soon as they 
Proceedings of late Provincial Convention rend, land, is ordored to bo published as an cnomy 
and unanimously approved off - = ~ 1700 to tho liborty of America, ~ = + = 1710 
Lvory Member of the Committee, and ovory 8, Application from the Committee for Im ford 
person m the County, to observe the Resolves County, for five hundred weight of Gun- 
of the Convention,  - = - = + = 1700 powder, =  - © = 5 + = 1710 
Dologates for Baltimoro County in tho noxt 6, Fivo finer weight of Gunpowder supplied 
Provincial Convention, - ~~ =  » 1700 to fe Committee of Monmouth County, Now- 
Mombers added to the Committoo of Obsoyva- Torscy, who are altogether destitute, and can- 
tion, mw mw mw 1700 not proce any fom New-York or Phife- 
Subscriptions to bo raised thrdughout tho Coun- Qolphia, © ee ew AL 
ty for the purchase of Aims and Ammuni- 8, Barford County Committeo supplied with the 
lon, sg th wee ae ew 1700 Powder requested on the 8d insignt, - + 1741 
Subscriptions to be spent in each Lundyed for Franois Sanderson requested to withdraw Himself 
contributions for the Poor of Boston, - 1701 fiom the Committee till the senge of the Couns 
Committeo to purchaso threo thousand pounds ty should bo known coneorning him at a future 
of Powder and twolve thougand pounds of . election, - »© = «© 5 *  « WI 
Lend, ee eee LOL | 15, Letter fiom the Committeo of Fredericktown: 
17, Committes of Obsorvation moots, - =~ =~ 1701 They will supply this Committeo with fivo 
Charges against the Rev, William Edmiston, - 1701 hundred pounds of Powder, and four thou- 
Mr, Madthision’s answor, dolivored in writing, W sand pounds of Lend, == = «= =» 1712 
considered nnd arcopted, ~  ~ = ~ 2704 Complaint against Usher & Roo inquired into, 
Complaint against James Dalgleish, -  » 1702 ant dismissed, with o caution to them to bo 
28, James Christio and My, Neil,do be informed more caroful, in future, in giving cause for the 
that no recoipt ought to be given for Monoy like complain, ~ =~ = 6 4 = APB 
. inised for the Poor of Boston, - - = 1702 18, Goneial meeting of Baltimore County, - -- 1718 
Committeo of cach Tlundred to collect Mono ‘ Delogates to the Convention olected, , ~ , » 1718 
for tho “purchase of Arms and Ammuni- Members added to tho Corhmittoe of Obse vation 
tion, ee ew ew 1702 for the County, Sr a ee eC) 
Androw Buchanan appointed Treasurer for Bal- Proceedings of the Comimilteo on tho 8th instant, 
, timore Hown for Moneys raised for Arms respecting Francis Sanderson, read and op- 
and Ammunition, += + = + + 1702 proved, = © = = = mw 1718 
80, Letter to James Christie requiring him to pay Declaiation and Acknowledgment of Mr, San- 
# the two porteont, advance on the Goods he derson, - = = = =» © » 2714 
- purchased, withouta recoipl, ~ +» + 1703 Committees in their respective Hundreds re- 
Atnount paid by Mt, Ohristio, and credited to the quired to give an account to the Genova! Com- 
account of the Poor of Boston, ++ . "1708 mittee, on the first Monday in June, of the 
* Association againat the killing of Mutton, drawn state of the Militia in thofr different Districts, 1714 
up, to be gigned by the’ Butchars, ~ = 1703 Subscriptions ordored for paying the Delogates 
Feb, 2 Pronecdings relating to Ymported Goods, - 1703 lo the Gonoral Congress, = + = = 
Similar proceedings, to Mareh 6, - 1708®-1705 Samuel Parviance appointed Treasurer for Bal- 
Mar.18,Méoling of the Committeo of Inspection, + 1708 timore Town, to receive and forward tho Dox 
Captain ‘Eharlos Ridgoly elected Chaiiman, - 1705 nations of the County for tho Poor of Boston, 1714 
Form of an Oath to bo taken by all Mastors of Complaint lodged against James Christie, that 
Vessels, « “ » ae ~ = 1705 he had raised tho price of Goods above tha 
Cargo of Salt frém Liverpool not permitted to limitation of tho Provincial Convention, — “# 
belanded, =~ 6. - = = 4706] 19, Information received from Philadelphia, that 
Dr. John Stevenson, appeared before tho Com- sundry Vessels were loading at Livery pol with 
mittee, and, made explanations, which were re« Salt and Dry Goods, somo of which Were des- 
7 ceived as satisfactory, for reshipping Salt, - 1706 tined for this Province, ** 5 = * 
Fourtn Serizs-—Vol, ty, ir 


‘ 


Appanitoninan of-amount to be raised to defray 
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2 expenses of the Dolegates, ~ - - 1715 


Letter from the Committee to tho different Hun- 
dieds, - - - - “ r - 
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or Superoni goes, Masters and Officers, of all 
Vessels that shall load in Patapsco River, - 
Powder supplied to the Counties of Orange and 
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account of all Donations received for the Poor 
of Boston, - - - - < 
Juned, Information against John Welsh, Robert Gil- 
christ, and Samuel Ohver,~ = = = 
12, Complaint lodged against John MclXim, - =~ 
Accusations against Captain Richaid Button, 
who attended on summons, and made his de- 
fence, - - - - “ - - 
19, Tho defence of Mr, Button considered satisfac 
tory, and he is by the Committes restored to 

publick favour, - = oe oe 
Further complaint against James Christie, — - 
Charge against Rezin Hammond, - = = 
Copies of the Publications made by Mr. Button, 
26, Night-Watch for Baltimore Town established, - 
Permission granted to send a cargo of Flour to 
Marblehend, - =  * os oe 
Consideration of the complaints against Rezin 
Hammond, John Welsh, and James Chuistio, 
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July 3, Letter from the Commitice for Kent County, 
‘ complaining of James Christio, for selling 
above tho advance directed by the Conven- 
tion, se 
Lettor from Elenry Lloyd, Agent for the Con- 
tractors for supplying the Tioops at Boston, 
to Dr. John Stevenson, requesting him to son 
a cargo of Flour to B - 
Henry Eloya declared a violator of the Associa- 
tion, and all commercial intercourse with him 
prohibited, ay SE eR ete 8 
Porsons who assist in tho introduction of any 
Goods or Merchandiso, contrary to the direc 
tion of Congress, to bo treated as engmies to 
the liberties of America, = + “~~ 
Committee to secure the Gunpowder on board 
. any Vogsel that may arrive in Port, = = 
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uantity of Gunpowder on board their respec- 

tive Vesgls, - = = = a 
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Jup,, to Colonel 


Tuly 18, Lottor from James Chnistio, 


Christia, at Antigua} intercepted, = 9 17223 
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James Gildart declared an enemy to the liberties 
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Permission granted to David Stewart to remove 

some ‘I'ea lodged with the Committee in De- 

cember last, - so = = = «= 
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the Province, permit 
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CORRESPONDENCE, MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS, PROCEEDINGS OF COMMITTEES, &c. 





NEW-UAMPSIIRE COMMITTEL OF SAFETY, 
Monday, Septomber 11, 1775. 

Upon request of Moses Balcer and others, in behalf’ of 
the Town of Newmarket, agieed to suspend the making 
out of a Commission for Licutenant-Colonel of the Howth 
Regiment of Militia in this Colony till the next meeting of 
Congress, that they may have opportunity to prefer a pe- 
tition against the person’s being coumissioned who was by 
Congress chosen to that office, 


Tucaday, Soptombor 18, 1775, 
To the Commitice of Supplies: 

You are desiad to pay all reasonable accounts of any 
Town or Parish in this Colony, for supplyimg the several 
Companies in Colonel Poor's Regiment with provisions 
for thoir maich fiom their respective homes, to join the 
Army. \ 

By order of the Committee : . 

M. Tuornton, Chairman, 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay theo Committee 
of Supplies two hundred Pounds, to bo by them accounted 
for, 

Agreed, That MVilliam IVhipple, Esquire, and Gonoral 
Folsum, should wait on General Washington, to inquire of 


him concerning the Coats promised tho Lioops, &e, 
. 


Baturday, Soptombor 16, 1775, 

Roceived a Message from Gchoral ashington, requiring 
the payment of cortain wages to those New-Hampshire 
Troops bound to Canada, under Colonol rnold, 

Appointed Deacon Brooks to pay said Troops, 

i = 
Wednosday, Septombor 27, 1775. 

Ordered Roceiver-Genoral to pay ilkam Whipple, 
Esquire, ano hundred and forty-two Pounds six Shillings, 
lawlal money, to pay Captain Salder’s Company ono 
manth’s wages, 

Ordered Roceiver-Goneral to pay Daniel Fowle, Es- 
qfire, thirty-six Pounds four Shillings, tho balance of his 
Account, this dey examined and adjusted. 

George King, Esquire, appointed to pay Saléer’s Com- 
pany their first month’s wages. 

Wrote Coloifels Reed, Poor, and Stark, to order their 
several Captains to take and send Rolls of their respective 
Campanies, from th time of their inlistment to the 4th of 
August. 


a 


In Committoo of Safety, Exotor, Soptombor 27, 1775. 
Captain Trrus Savven: * z 7 

‘ou are hereby directed to take the command of tho 
batteries on Péerce’s and Scyéy’s Islands, and keep a con- 
stant guard al each, with your Company, taking care to 
exercise them in the handfing and managemont of tapnon, 
and such other exercises as you shall think necessary to 
make them ¢apable of doing their duty at said fortifica- 
tions. You are not to suffer ahy vessel to pass said fortifi- 
cations, up the river, without a permit from the Committee 
of Safety of Portsmouth, except such vessels as you are 
satisfied are only on a fairtrade. And if any armed vessel 
shall attempt to pass, without such petmit, you are ta pre~ 
vent the same, by firing upon and destroying such vessel, 

Fourra Senms,—Vor. ty. 
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if necessary ; but in all such cases, where time will admit 
of taking the advice of the said Commitice of Portsmouth, 
you are to do it, and not fire on any vessel that shall come 
into the harbour, without their advice and consent, if you 
have time (o obtain tho same. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Commitee of Sup- 
plies three hundied Pounds, to be by them accounted for. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Committee of Sup- 
plies Unee thousand Pounds, to be by them accounted for, 


Thuraday, Sopitambor 28, 1775, 
Ordeted Receiver-General to pny Deacon Brooks three 
handied and forty-eight Pounds seven Shillings, the amount 
of the wages paid the New-Lampshire ‘Troops in Colonel 
Arnold's detachment, and expenses of paying them. 
In Committoo of Safily, Soptombor 28, 1775, 
Sin: We desire you to piles tothe Army, and there 
pay each non-commissioned officer and soldier, of the troops 
raised by this Colony, twenty-four Shillings each, to be in 
full for tho couts promised them, excepting such as entered 
on duty since the 4th of August. Also, pay each man, as 
aforesaid, (welve shillings, who has nover received a blan- 
ket, and ifefound by himsolf, provided the Selectmen of 
his respective Lown did not take an account thereof, which 
au ara suictly to examine into, And to ench person his 
loss, in clothing and soldiars’ accoutrements, sustained at 
Charlestown batile, derlucting out, to such as hive received 
acoat, the value thereof; each person producing an ao 
count of his loss, and the value thereof, under oath that 
they have not overrated the same, which oath you are 
desired to ndminister. And where any soldior is absent on 
furlough, or his place supplied by another, that the money 
be paid the Captain, taking his receipt therefor, 
M. Tuornvon, Chairman, 
Colonel Timothy Maller. 
In Committoo of Sufoty, Ex tar, Soplombor 28, 1775, 
To the Committee appointed to build Batteries to command 
the passage in Pisoaraqua Ttiver, 
Gryriewen: It is thought expodient to Jay a boom 
across the tiver, from Péores's to Sevey’s Island, strong 
enough to hinder the passage of vessels, if possible. There- 
fore, you are desired to take such condenmed masts ag you 
can find, most proper for the occasion, and fit a boom for 
the aforesaid purpose, by, securing them with iron, in such 
manner and placo as you shall judge best to answer the 
purpose, 
Recsived a long Letter from General Sulliven,and wiote 
him a long answer. 


Deacon Brooks made a return of his paying off the 
detachment of New-Elampshire Troops under Colonel 
Arnold. 

‘Yuosday, Ootobor 10, 1775, 

Received a Letter from the Committee of Portsmouth, 
informing of the capture of tho Ship Prince George, by a 
stb-Committee, with a copy of General Washengtow’s 
Letter to said Committee, about the cargo of said Ship, 

Ordered George King, Esqujre, to take charge of the 
cargo of the Ship Prince George, and to deliver to Samue? 
Cutts, Esquire, one hundyed barrels of Flour, at such times 
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and in such quantities as he may need it, to supply the 
Soldiers at the Batteries in Piscatagua Uarbour. 


Received a Letter from General Suflivan, enclosing a 
Petition of the Field-Officers of New-Hlampshire Troops 
at Winter-Hill, requesting that the General may be in- 
arusted with blank Commissions, to Gill up vacancies in the 
Reuiments there. 

Wrote General Suldivan an answer to his Letter and the 
said Petition, 

Gave Captain Robert Parker orders to inlist a Com- 
pany of Matrosses, consisting of forty-four men, inclusive 
of himself, one Lieutenant, and two Sergeants, to guard 
and defend the Battery on Sevey’s Island, for the term of 
one month, unless it should appear to the Congress, or this 
Committee, expedient to dismiss them sooner, and engayed 
thein the samo pay, for the time they shall be in tho ser 
vice, as Captain Salter’s Company are to have; and that 
he inlist no man bat is well accoutred. 

Received a Letter from General Sudlivan, in answer to 
ours of 28th ultimo, 


Wednesday, Ootober 11, 1775, 


Wiote to General Washington, relative to the above- 
mentioned Ship and Cargo. : 


Theraday, Oatobor 12, 1775. 


Wrote to Messrs, Bartlet and Langdon, at the Conti- 
nental Congress, 

Appointed Jonathan Perfeins special Express, to carry 
the above Letters to Zimothy Walker, Esquire, at Winter- 
Hill, 

Desired Deacon Brooks, onc of the Committee of Sup- 
plies, to advance Perkins four Dollars, for his expenses. 


This Committeo, taking into consideration the necessity 
of the Regiments of Minute-Men being as speedily raised 
as possiblo, having reviewed the votes of Congress iclative 
thereto, and found a vote for the soldiers that inlist in the 
Minute service to “ continue till further orders of the Con- 
gress,” which vote must have been a mistake of the scribe, 
or passed over by the Congress, through the hurry and 
multiplicity of the business they were engaged in when 
that passed, as it is very evident the design of Congress 
was to follow the directions of the Continental Congress; 
Therefore, it is now resolved by this Committee, that the 
said Minute-Men be inlisted for the term of four montlis; 
and that, at the end of suid four months, the Officers pro- 
ceed to inlist their Companies again, in the same manner 
as at first. And it is earnestly recommended to the persons 
who shall be appointed to inlist Minute-Men, to uso their 
utmost endeavours to fill up the Companies as soon as pos- 
sible; and to the Soldiers, at this important crisis, when 
our all is at stake, to engage in the service; nnd, as they 
will be relieved in four months, the it will be nearly 
equal among all the Militia, And the following form is to 
be used for inlistment : 

“ We, the subscribers, do hereby severally inlist our- 
selves as Minute-Men, for the term of four months, in the 
Company undor the command of ....., in the .eseee 
Regiment of Minute-Men, in the Colony of New-Eamp- 
shire. And we hereby promise to submit ourselves to the 
orders and regulations of said Minute-Men, und faithfully 
to observe and obey such orders as we shall receive, from 
time to time, from our officers.” 


‘ 


Monday, Ootobor 16, 1775, 


Received a Letter from General Washington, and an- 
ather from Colonel Z¥mothy Walker, in answer to ours of 
thé 11th instant, by Perkins, the Express; and a Letter 
of the General to Stephen Moylan, Esquire, at Portsmouth, 
which was forwarded by Mr, Morrison, : 


Roceived a Letter from Colonel Thornton, and answered 
by the same messenger who brought his. 


i) 


Tuesday, Ootobor 17, 1775, 
Ordered Receiver-General to pay Committee of Sup- 
plies three hundred Pounds, to be by them accounted for. 
Ordered Receiver-General to pay Captain Josiah Moul- 
ton thirty Pounds, to be by him accounted for. 


NEW-ITAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, 1775. 


Wrote to the Commilteesat Portsmouth, concerning a 
Vessel addressed to Joshua Wentworth, Esquire, from An- 
tigua, and about the inhabitants of the Isle af Shoals being 
supplied with the necessaries of life. 


Wednesday, October 18, 1778, 
Wrote General Washington, in answer to his Letter of 
the 15th instant. 
In Committoo of Safety, Exctor, October 18, 1775, 
Sin: You are desited to sell, at twenty shillings per 
hundred weight, a quantity of the flour lately put under 
your care, not excecding three hundred barrels, to such 
persons as appear as purchasers, taking care that no person 
monopolize a large quantity, and, out of the money arising 
from the sale, pay the seamen of Ship Prince George, 
Richard Ems, master, the wages that shall appear due 
to them, agreeable to their original contract, aud keep in 
your custody the remainder of the mandy, until called for 
by this Committeo, or the Congross of thts Colony. 
By order of the Committee, ‘ 
To George King, Esquire, 
In Committeo of Sufoty, Hxctor, October 13, 1775, 
To the several Captains and other Officers of the Militia, 
in the... «+ Regiment in this Colony: 


You are desived to notify and call together your several 
Companies, at such times and places as you, together with 
eeeey may agree; and you are earnestly desired to use 
your utmost endeavours to forward the inlisting the con- 
plement of Minute-Men, out of yout respective Compa- 
nies, And the Selectmen and Committee of Safety in the 
several ‘Towns are requested to forward tho meeting of the 
chal Companias, and inlisting and drafting the Minute- 

cn. 


Colonel Thornton having represented to this Commit- 
tee that he had been requested to attend x Conference of 
sundry members from the Continental Congress and sun- 
dry gentlemen from the other New-England Colonies, 
and that the circumstances of his family were such as he 
feared would prevent his attendance, and, therefore, desirad 
some persons from this Committee should be appointed to 
attend the sama: Therefore, 

Agreed, That Colonel Weare and General Folsom be 
desired to repair immedigtely to Cambridge, to attend the 
snid Conference in behalf of his Colony. 

. 


, Monday, Octohor 93, 1775, 


On the report that a Fleet was expected to attack the 
Capital of the Colony, the Commitico was desired to re- 
pair thither, in order to take into their consideration what 
was necessary immediately to he done, 

_ Recoived a Lettor from General Sullivan, enclosing a 

list of the vacancies in the several New-EHampshire Regi 

mens, and requesting Conmissions to be filled for the sume. 
. Thursday, Ootdbor 26, 1775, 

Received a Letter from the Delegates at Continental 
Congress, a 

Ditto, enclosing a Resolve of Continemal Congress. 

Received a Letter from Colonel Moulton, accepting the 
office of Calonel. 

Ditto from Colonel Tappan, declining ditto. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Samuel Brooks one 
hundred Pounds, to be accounted fore * 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Committes of Sup- 
plies six hundred Pounds, to,be accounted for, * 

e. . . 

Received a Letter from General Sullivan, concerning the 
Troops, and concerning Pierce's and Sevey’s Islands, &c. 

‘ N. Friday, Ootobor 27, 1775, 

Wrote William Knight, Esquire, and others, desiring 
them to appear and place Vessels in Piscatagua Harbour. 

Answered Gen, Sullivan's Letter, respecting Troops, &¢. 

Saturday, Ootobor 28, 1775, 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Nathaniel Folsom 
three Pounds fourteen Shillings and nine Pence, Commit- 
tee’s expenses at Portsmouth. : 


a Noyomber, 1775, 


Ordered Receiver-General to pay Committee of Sup- 
plies ond bundred Pounds, ta be accounted for. 

Ordered Recciver-General to pay Committee of Sup- 
plies five hundred Pounds,"to be accounted for. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Committee of Sup- 
plies four hundred Pounds, 


Thursday, Novambor 16, 1775, 


Ordered Receiver-General to pay Committee of Sup- 
plies five hundred Pounds, to be accounted for. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Colonel Thornton 
fiteen Pounds, to be accounted for. 

November 16, 1775, being the last day af the sitting of 
the Conaress of this Colony, they voted, that the Commit- 
tee of Safety be continued until the sitting of the Congress 
callad to meet the, 2ist day of December next, with same 
power and authority as heretofore, 


os 


Friday, Novombor 17, 1775, 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Samuel Cutts, 
Esquire, Commissary, five hundred Pounds, lawful money, 
to he by him accounted for, 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Pierce Long, 
Barrackinaster, sixty Pounds, lawful money, to be by hin 
accounted for, 

In the evening, received a Letier fron Colonel Bedel; 
by Express, with the agreeable news of the surrender of 
the Fortress of S%. John’s, 

Saturday, Novombor 18, 1775, 

Ordered the Receiver-Goneral to pay Benjamin Grant, 

% the above-mentioned Express, five Pounds, for his servico 
and expense, 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Israel Morey, lis 

ire, three hundred Pounds, lnwful money, out of tho 
old in the ‘Treasury, to be by him sent to Canada, for 
the payment of the New-Zfampshire ‘raps under the 
command of Colonel Bede. 

Wrote General Sehuyler on the subject of paying and 
supplying our Troops in his Army. 

rote General Montgomery on the sana, being a copy 
of the same sent to Genaral Schauer. 

Gave Colonel Morey orders about sending the Monoy 
to Canada, 4 " * 

Committeo adjourned to moat at Portsmouth, at Nathan- 
ted Folsom’s, on Ddonday next, A. Me 


Tucalay, Novombor 21, 1775. 


Committea met at Portsmouth. 
Wrote the Dtlogates of the Continental Congress, and 
enclosed tho number of the Inhabitants of this Colony, 


‘Thuraday, Novombor 23, 1775, 

Qrdered Receiver-General to pay ae Gains, Es. 
quire, Quaitormagter, one hundred Pounds, lawful money, 
to be by him accounted for, 

Ordored Receiver-General to pay Pierce Long, Es- 
quire, Barrackmaster, sixty Pounds, lawful money, to be 
by him accounted for. 

Captain Philip Goldthwait was brought before the Com- 
mittwe, on suspicion of being unfriendly to tho liberties of 
i aya Upon examination, nothing appearing against 
1M, . * 
Ordered, That ho be dismissed. + 

John Stavers and Hugh ina persons suspected 


of being unfriendly to the Amgican cause, now contonding 
for, being notified, appenrg before the Committees and 
each declared, for himself, that ho judged tho aforosnid 
cause just, on the sitle of the Americans; and that ha 
would do every thing in his power to promote tha same, 
and for the defence of this country against its enemies, 
Hon, Daniel Rogers, Esquiro, being brought before the 
Committee as a person unfriendly to the liberties of Ame- 
rica; upon examination, nothing appearing against him 
Ordered, That he be dismised’ : 
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Friday, Novantbor 24, 1775, 

Gave Colonel Wingate orders respeating the Companies 
commanded by Captains Lodgdon, Coffin, Clark, Par- 
sons, Baker, Elkins, Copp, and Webster, and to muster 
Captain Webster's Company, and to take care of the Fire 
Ral. 

Received a Petition of Richard Emms and Matthew 
Morley. 

Ordered that it tie. 

Received a Letter from Messrs. Deane, Adams, and 
Wythe, of the Continental Congress, dated the 19th Octo- 
der, 1775, with a Resolve of said Congress relative to the 
damage done the several Colonies by the enemy. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Nathaniel Pol- 
sam, of Portsmouth, three Pounds seven Shillings and 
eloven Pence hall-penny, the expense of this Comittee 
at his house. 

Reccived Captain Zhompson’s Return about the Fire 
Rafts. 

Received a Letter from Delegates at Continental Con- 
gress, enclosing a Resolve of Continental Congress con- 
cerning Government, and about Lxportation. 

Adjourned to Tuesday next, 


Tuesday, Novombor 28, 1775, 

Received a Letter of Colonel Burdett, onelosing Re- 
salves of Congress about Saltpetre, and another about 
Government, 

Ordored Reeciver-General to pay Scanned Cutis, Com- 
ey seven hundred Pounds, to be by him accounted 
for. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Samuel Cutts, Us- 
sao one of the Committeo to procure Powder, eight hun- 
red Pounds, lawful money, to be by him accounted for. 

Wodnosday, Novombor 29, 1775, 

Ordered Recciver-General to pay John Rice, Usquire, 
thirty-two Pounds ten Shillings and ten Pence, the amount 
of his account for hoarding Cominittee from 18th July to 
18th Novemder, inclusive, 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay John Ward Gilman 
twenty Shillings, for making a Seal, 

Ordered Captain Salter to fill his Company to ninety 
men, inclusive of officers, and no more; to serve till the 
last of December next, unless discharged soonar. 

Ordered Captain Sader to deliver Captain Daniels a 
anise Sennen oqual in bore to the largest ho had on Sevey’s 
sland. 

Ordered Captain Danials to fill his Company to sixty- 
seven, and no more, including officers; to serve till last of 
December next, unless discharged sooner. 

Oidered James Hackett, Esquire, to muster the Compa- 
nies of Matrossos not already mustered, «nd to return lists 
of the Companies. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Robert Crafford thir. 
teen Pounds twelve Shillings, being his and eleven other 
men’s pay, for fourteen days’ service at the entrance of 
Piscataqua Harbour, 

Ordered Recoiver-General to pay Wiliam Parker six- 
teen Pounds, to be by him accounted for, 

Appointed /iliam Parker Paymaster of the Troops 
raised for the particular defence of this Colony. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay William Parker three 
hundred Pounds, for the purpose above-mentioned. 

Examined and allowed Smith Emerson’s Pay-Roll, and 
ordered it to be paid—eighty-five Pounds six Shillings and 
ten Ponca, 

Examined and allowed Thomas Folsom’s Pay-Roll, and 
ordered jt to be paid—twenty-nine Pounds four Shillings 
and six Pence. ‘ 

Examived and allowed David Quimby’s Pay-Roll, and 
ordered the same to be paid—thirty-seven Pounds eight 
Shillings and three Pence, 

Examined and allowed Timothy Emerson’s Pay-Roll, 
and ordered the same to be paid—eight Pounds one Shil- 
ling and five Pence, : 

Examined and allowed George Terry ‘Osborne's Pay- 

* 
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Roll, and ordered the same to be paid—forty Pounds thir- 
teen Shillings and ten Pence half-penny. 


Adjourned to Monday next, at Eveter, 

Satorday, Docombor 2, 1778, 

In consequence of a Letter from General Sullivan, by 
express, informing of the withdiawing of the Connceticut 
Tioops from the lines at Cambridge, and deshing a num- 
ber of Troops to be sent from this Colony, to supply their 
place, the Committee met at Portsmouth, on the 2d day 
of December, and gave orders to the following gentlemen 
each to inlist a Company of sixty-one able-bodied men, 
including three Sergeants and three Corpotals, well pro- 
vided with Arms and Blankets, to serve in the Continental 
Army under the command of General MWashington, until 
the 15th January next, unless sooner discharged, and, as 
soon as inlisted, to match them immediately to jom Gene- 
ial Sullivan’s Brigade, viz: Captains David Place, Henry 
Elcins, Daniel Runnels, John Maldron, Alpheus Chesley, 
David Copp, Moses Baker, Mak Wiggin, Joseph Par- 
sons, Moses Yeaton, Elijah Denbo, Jacob fFebster, Na- 
thaniel Odioine, Peter Coffin, Stephen Clarke, and Green- 
leaf Clark. 

Form of the Orders ; 

COLONY OF NEW-IAMPSUIRE, 
In Committoe of Sufoty, Docomber 2, 1775, 
To Captain ....+., Greeting: 

You are hereby authorized immediately to inlist a Com- 
pany, to consist of sixty-one able-bodied, effective men, 
including three Sergeants and three Corporals, well accou- 
tred with arms and provided with blankets, to serve in the 
Continental Army under the command of his Excellency 
General ashington, until the fifteenth day of January 
next, unless sooner dismissed ; and you are hereby inform- 
ed that you will have hberty to nominate two peisons to 
seve us Subalterns in said Company under you, who will 
be commissioned accordingly, if approved by this Commit- 
tee, And you are to march the said Company, when in- 
listed, sensonably, so as to join General Sullévan’s Brigade, 
on Winter- Hill, at or before the 10th day of December, 
instant; and you may assuro tho said Company that their 
pay, which will be the same as the other Continental 
troops, will commence the day they march ; and that those 
who supply themselves with provisions on their march shall 
receive the price of their tations in cash; and that they will 
be paid off the moment they are disinissed, and also be paid 
for their return home, 

By ordor of the Committee: 

Win Waerr, 


. 
Chairman pro tem. 


Sunday, Dosombor 3, 1775, 

Wrote to Samuel Hobart, Esquire; sent him a copy of 
Geneva) Sudlivan’s Letter, and six blank Inlisting Onan 
desiring bim to give them to suitable persons towards and 
in the County of Hillsborough, 

Wrote to Colonel Timothy Walker ; sent him blank Or- 
ders for three Captains. 

Delivered Orders for one Captain to General Folsom, 
to be by him given to such peison as he should judge 
proper. 

Sent Inlisting Orders to Captain James Hill, of New- 
market, and to Major Thomas Bartlett, of Nottingham. 

Delivered like Orders, for one Captain, to Col, Lvans, 
to be by him disposed of. 

Whote Colonel David Gilman, and endorsed like Orders 
for threé Captains, to be by him disposed of, 

With each of the afore-mentioned Orders were likewise 
delivered and sent Forms of Inlistments. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Captain Moses Baker 
thirty-five Pounds, to be by him accounted for, 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay George Gains, Quar- 
termaster, one hundred Pounds, to be by him accounted 
for, 

Ordered Recejver-General to pay Pilliam Parker three 
hundred Pounds, for payment of ‘Troops in this Colony’s 
service, 

Ordered Captain Moses Buker to dismiss his Company. 

Examined and allowed Captain David Copp’s Pay-Roll 


x 
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of his Company, and ordered it to be paid, being fifty-two 
Pounds three Shillings. 

Do. Captain Stephen Hodgdon’s—seventy-five Pounds 
fifteen Shillings eight Penee. 

Do. Captain David Place’s*-seventy-two Pounds one 
Shilling ten Pence. 

Do. Captain Alpheus Chesley’s—thirty-four Pounds 
nine Shillings five Pence. 
i he Captain Mark Wiggin's—thiity-one Pounds four 

a] Ings. 

Do, Captain Hall Jackson's Vield Artillery Company-— 
thirty-nine Pounds thitteen Shillings three Pence, 

Do, Captain Stephen Hodgdon’s Company—fifty-one 
Pounds thiee Shillings three Pence. 

Do. Captain John Ihll’s—fifty-nine Pounds seventeen 
Shillings seven Pence. 

Do. Captain John Taylor’s—thirty-eight Pounds thir- 
teen Shillings thtee Pence. ® 

Do, Captain James [ill’s—sixty-fouf Pounds eighteen 
Shillings one Penny. 

Do. Captain Moses Yeaton’s five day Roll—fourteen 
Pounds cightcen Shillings eight Pence. 
Do, his fifteen day Roll—forty-six Pounds twelve Shil- 
ings, 

Do. Captain Joseph Parsons’s—sixty-one Pounds five 
Shillings two Pence, : 

Do. Captain Henry Elteins's—sixty Pounds nineteen 
Shillings six Pence. 

Do. Captain Eliphalet Daniels’s overplus men, 


Monday, Docombor 4, 1775, 

Reecived a Letter fiom General Sudlivan, 

Oidered Receiver-General to pay Capt. Stephen Clark 
sixty-five Pounds, to be by him accounted for. 

Gave liberty for all the Soldiers in this Colony’s service 
to inlist in the Continental service. 

Tuosday, Docombor 5, 1775, 

Ordared William Parker to pay Captain David Copp 
three Pounds, out of the money in his hands, 

Ordered Hilliam Parker to pay Lieutenant Andrew 
Gilman forty Shillings, out, of the money in his hands, in 
part of wages due to hin, 

Ordered Recciver-Genaral to pay Captain Peter Coffin 
sixty-five Pounds, for him to be accountable, out of his 
Company’s wages, 7 f 

Wiote to General Sullivan, per post. 

Received a Letter fiom him. 

Received a Petition from Milliam Tart, 

Ordered that it lie, 

Ordered Receiver-General to 
hundred Pounds, for payment o! 
shire service, 

Examined and allowed Captain John Waldron’s Pay- 
Roll of his Compafiy, and ordered it to ‘be paid, being 
thirty-nine Pounds eleven Shillings four Pence, 

Do. Captain Thomas Berry’s—twenty Pounds five Shil- 
lings six Pence. € 

Do, Captain Nathaniel Hobb's—forty-two Pounds eight 
Shillings eleven Pence. 

Do, Captain Nicholas Rollings’s—twenty-one Pounds 
ten Shillings two Pence, 


. 


pay William Parker two 
Vroopstin New-Hamp- 


Wednesday, Decombor 6, 1975, 


Gave Colonel Wingate orders respecting the Soldiers” 


in tlfis Colony’s service. 


fr Thursday, Decombor 7, 1775, 
Wrote to General Boles dive the Guns at Esquire 
Ricé’s to Captain Alpheus Citesley, taking his receipt for 
the same, 

Ordered Receiver-Geperal to pay Nathaniel Folsom, 
Jun,, eight Pounds four Shillings and eleven Pence—this 
Committee’s expense. ‘ 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay William Parker two 
hundred Pounds, for payment of ‘Troops in Colony service. 

Adjourned to Exeter, to meet on the 11th current, 


es 
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+ Mondny, December 11, 1775. 

Received a Letter from General MFashington. 

Received a Letter from Colonel Bartlett, enclosing a 
Letter from Messrs. Penn and Lee to Speaker of House 
of Representatives, and sindry Resolves of Continental 
Congiess, 

Examined and allowed Captain Abraham French's Pay- 
Roll of his Company, and ordered wt to be paid, being Gilly 
Pounds nine Shillings eight Pence. 


Tuesday, Decomber 12, 1778. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Committee appointed 
to procure Powder abroad, six hundred Pounds, to be by 
them accounted for. 

Ordered Receiver-Geneial to pay William Parker two 
hundied Pounds, for payment of Troaps in Colony service. 

Examined and allowed Captain Cutting Culley’s Pay- 
Roll of his Company, and ordered it to be paid, being 
forty-nine Pounds two Shillings ten Pence. 

Do. Captain Samuel Layes’s—forty-seven Pounds ten 
Shillings. 


Wodnosday, Deoombor 13, 1775, 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay the Committeo 
for procuring Powder abroad, the light Gold ia the ‘Trea~ 
sury, according to an account thereof by him exhibited to 
this Committee. 

Ordered the Receiver-Geneial to pay Colonel Thornton 
six Pounds—the sum voted him by the late Congress, for 
his time and expense going to Cambridge and attending 
the Grand Council there. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Colonel Meare 
and Captain Moulton nine Pounds threo Shillings and se- 
ven Pence, the amount of their Account for getting Twenty 
Thousand Pounds printed, 

Ordered the Recoiver-General to pay George Gains, 
Quartermaster, one hundred Pounds, to be by him ac- 
counted for. 

Agreed and directed that Colonel Lhornéon and Colonel 
Weare wait on General MVashington, to confer with him 
about recruiting the Continental Army, 


Received a Letter ftom General Sullivan, 


Thtrsday, Decomber 14, 1775, 
Recoived and considered the Petition of Captain John 
Evans, and answeredsit. , * 


od 


Friday, Decombor 15, 1775, 
Examined and allowed the Pay-Roll of Captain Joseph 
Clifford, and ordered it to bo paid, being twenty-two 
Pounds twelve Shillings cight Pence, 
Do, Capwin Richard Dows—sixty-cight Pounds six 
Shillings four Pence. 
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Ordered Receivor-General to pay William Parker thiea 
hundred Pounds, for the payment of Troops in the Colony 
service. 


Saturday, Decomber 16, 1775, 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Elisha Odlin thirty 
Shillings, for going express to Canterbury and Dover. 

Onlered Receiver-Gencial to pay John Rice, Esquire, 
four Pounds, for Committee’s boaid to this day. 

Examined and allowed Captain Benjamin Butler, Bs- 
quire, his Pay-Roll, and ordered it to by paid, being filty- 
five Pounds eleven Pence, 

Oidered Recciver-General to pay Colonel Hobart seven 
thousand Pounds, for the payment of the New-Lampshire 
Troops in the Continental seivice to the 4th August, 

Gavo Colonel EZobart ordeis respecting the payment of 
the New-IJampshire Troops in the Continental service, 

ORDERS TO COLONEL UOBART. 
To Colonel Saunt Uonanr, and Colonel Toray Wate 
Ken, dun, Esquires: 

In pursuance of your appointment, by the Congress, as 
Paymasters to our Troops in the several Regiments under 
the Colonels Sturk, Reed, and Poor, we desire you to 
proceed to the Camp, and there pay all the officers and 
soldiers, or their legal representatives, in the aforesaid Re- 
giments, the wages due to them, fiom the time of their 
entering into the service unti) the 4th of August last, talung 
their reovipts therefor, at the rate the persons in their seve- 
val capacities hava been paid in this Colony and that of the 
Massachusetts-Bay, making deductions out of the wages 
for what he bos eecivod already fiom this Colony, in part; 
also deducting from every poison’s wages the price ol a 
blanket, where it appears he has received fiom the Colony 
more than one, or money in liea, And whee it appems 
that any Captains have drawn more blankets, or cash 
therefor, than one for each non-commissioned officer and 
soldier in his Company, unless he make it appear who of 
his Company has :eceived those oyerplus ones, that the 
same may be, apa 6 stopped out of the soldicis’ 
saves, then the same to be stopped out of the said Cap- 
tnin’s wages. And as the several pay-iolls of the respec~ 
tive Companies in the aforesaid Regiments have not been 
brought to this Committee foy allowance, you are desied 
to see that those ralls be properly made out, and sworh to 
by the respective Captains, or, in their absence, by one of 
the subalterns, that such rolls are just and true, 

You ave also desired to detiver the commissions put into 
your hands to tho several Captains who lately led the re- 
craits fiom this Colony to the Continental Army, and the 
subalteins under them, Gilling up the blanks with such 
names as you shall be informed by the Cuptains ae ap- 
poityed to the respective oflices, " 

Docombor 16, 1775, 
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* 

The Congress met according to adjournment, 

Voted, That Colonel (Villiam (Phipple, Colonel Limo- 
thy Waller, tho Rev. Mr. Pletcher, Mr. James Mc@regor, 
and John Dudley, Wsquira, be a Committee to consider 
what sum of mohey will be sufficient to bo emitted at this 
time, to answer the demands on this Colony, and a scheme 
for fhe emission thergof, and make a ieport thereof as soon 

as may be, 


* Weducsday, Novombor 1, 9775, 


— The above Committee made report as follows, viz: 

‘Pursuant to the voto yépierday, we have considered 
what money will be necosggty for the present exigencies 
of the Colony, and ara a Opinion that the Receivo?-Gen- 
eral should issue notos for ‘Twonty Thousand Pounds, law~ 
ful money ; four thousand Pounds of which to be redeemed 
on the 20th of December, 1779, six thousand on the 20th 
of December, 1780, six thousand on the 20th of December, 
1781, and four thousand on the 20th of December, 1782; 
and that eighteen thousarid Pounds of the said sum be in 
notes of the following denominations, viz: forty Shillings, 
thirty Shillings, fifteen Shillings, ten Shillings, and Give Shil- 


lings; and that two thousand Pounds, of the said sum of 
Twenty Thousand Pounds, be of the following denomina- 
tions, viz; three Shillings, two Shillings and six Pence, 
one Shilling and nine Pence, one Shilling and six Pence, 
nine Pence, and six Pence. 

Which Report was received, and voted to be a Resolve 
of this Congress. 

Voted, That Colonel Weare and Captain Joséeh Mori- 
ton be a Committee, under oath, to get the aforesaid sum 
of money (according to said scheme) pratees and to de« 
liver the same to the Treasurer, and take his receipt there 
for. 

Voted, That Samuel Hobart, Esquire, be appointed to 
sign said Notes with the Trensurer. 

Voted, ‘Tht tho said Notes, at tho several periods fixed 
for payinent of the same, be paid by a tax on the polls 
and estates in this Colony, and, when paid into the Tren- 
sury, to be burnt to ashes, in presence of the Representa- 
tives of the people of this Colony, or a Committee ap- 
pointed by them. 


F Thursday, Novembor 2, tras, 
Voted, That tha men raised as Minute-Men in this 
Colony he inlisted for four months only, then to be dis- 


‘ 
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missed, if they desire it, and the same Officers to proceed 
to inlist anew, as al first. 

Upon the representation of John Quigley, Esquire, to 
this Congress, that he was afiaid of being hurt in his person 
or estate by some people in the County of Hillsborough, 
under pretence of his being an enemy to his country, and, 
after some inquity into the affair, it is resolved by this Con- 
gress, that it be recommended to the Committees of Safety 
in the said County to do their endeavour to protect said 
Quigley from damage, in any respect, for any past sup- 
posed had disposition towards his country ; and the good 
pe in said County are desired not to disturb or molest 
him on said account, but suffer him in quiet to enjoy his 
estate and freedom, as other inhabitants of said County. 

Upon reading the Petition of a number of the Soldiers 
in the East Parish of Kingston, relative to the appoint- 
ment of their Officers in the Militia, 

Voted, That Colonel Gale and the Petitioners be heard 
thereon on Monday next, P. M., if the Congress be then 
sitting, and, if uot, on the first day of their sitting after- 
wards. , 

A Letter from the Hon. George Jaffrey, Esquire, late 
Treasurer of this Colony, in answer to a vote and order of 
this Congress, being read and considered, 

Voted, That the said Letter is not satisfactory to this 
Congress, and that a message be immediately sent to the 
said George Jaffrey, Eisquive, from this Congress, requiring 
him to attend this Congress forthwith, with his Accounts, 
in order for settlement, otherwise the Congress will take 
further notice of bis contempt; and that the Rev, Mr. 
Fletcher be the messenger to wait on him for that pur- 
pose, 

Voted, That George Jaffrey, Esquire, have time till 
Tuesday next, forenoon, to bring his Trensurer’s Accounts 
to this Congress for settlement, 

Voted, That Lieutenant-Colonel John Hale be Colonel 
af the Regiment lately commanded by Colonel Lutwyche ; 
Robert Reid, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Samuel Giree- 
ly, First Major; and Hilliam Me Questen, Second Major. 

Poted, That Enoch Hale, Esquire, be Colonel of the 
Regiment lately commanded by Colonel Kidder ; Thomas 
Haale, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Captain Robert Hilson, First 
Major; and Asa Brigham, Second Major. 

Poted, That the Sloop in Mr. Joshua Wentworth's cave, 
which lately arrived at Portsmouth, be not permitted to 
depart out of the Port of Piscataqua, until further orders 
of the Congress, 


Friday, Novombor 3, 1775, 

Voted, That the Hon. Mattheto Thornton, Esquire, the 
Hon. Meshech Weare, Esquire, Rbenezer Thompson, Ls- 

wire, Mr. Nathaniel Rogers, John Dudley, Iyseman 
Claggett, and Benjamin Giles, squires, be a Committee 
to bring in a draft of a Petition from this Congress to the 
Continental Congress, setting forth the state of this Colony, 
aud praying their direction for somo speedy mode of Go- 
sverninent and execution of justice in this Colony, and that 
the Committee lay the said draft before this Congress as 
soon as may be. 

Voted, That the Regiment lately commanded by the 
Hon. Matthew Thornton, Esquire, be divided into two 
Regiments, and that the bounds between the two old 
owns of Londonderry and Chester be the bounds be- 
tween said Regiments. 

. ‘Upon hearing the Petition of Sarah Lutwyche, concern- 
ing her Ferry being taken from her by the Committees 
of Merrimack and Litchfield, and hearing Mr. Jonathan 
Blanchard, in bebalf of said Committees, 

Resolved, That the said Ferry ought to be immediately 
given up to the said Petitioner, and that tho person who 
has improved the same, under the direction of the afore- 
said Committees, account to the Petitioner for the profits 
that have arose since he has held it by order of said Com- 
mittees. 


Saturday, Novombor 4, 1775, 


Voted, That’the Delegates or Representatives to be 
chosen to represent this Colony in future shall be chosen 
by the voices, or votes, of the Electors, and not by the va- 
Jue of their estates. 
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That every Elector for Representatives in this Colony 
be possessed of a freehold, or real estate, of the value of 
twenty Pounds, lawful money, in such Town dr place 
where the election shall be. 

That every person, so elected, shal! be worth threo hun- 
dred Pounds, lawful money, in real estate in this Colony ; 
the election to be adjudged of by the Selectmen and the 
Moderator of the meeting, saving an appeal to the Con- 
gress or House of Representatives. 

That every Town, Parish, or Precinct, in this Colony, 
containing one hundred freeholders as aforesaid, may send 
one Delegate or Representative to the Congress or Gene~ 
ral Assembly, and that every such Town, Parish, or Pre~ 
cinct, having a greater umber of freeholders, may send a 
Member for every hundied such freeholders, 

That Precepts be sent to every ‘Town, Parish, or Pre- 
cinct, in this Colony, directing them to elect a Member, 
and send to the Congress to be holdeneat Exeter, in said 
Colony, on the —— day of néxt, if such Town, 
Parish, or Precinct, contain an hundred such [reeholders ; 
and if not, then to couple with one or more other Towns 
or Parishes, until they make up that number of such free~ 
holders. 








Tuosday, Novombor 7, 1775, 
Upon the Petition of a number of the training Soldiers 
in East-Kingston, against Lieutenant-Colonel Gale, for un- 
fair proceedings in the clection of Officers in that Com 


pany, 
f Poted, That Nathaniel Balch, David Laurence, Esq., 
Deacon Knowles, Samucl Dudley, Wsq., Abel Iebster, 
Captain Caleb Page, Mr. John Cragin, Dencon Benjamin 
Brown, and Samuel Chase, Lsq., be a Committee to ex- 
amine into the subject-matter of said Petition, and to hear 
the snid Gale and the Petitioners thereon, and make report 
to this Congress as soon as may be. 


Voted, That the Port of Piscatagua, and Fortvesses 
Jately built for the defence of it, be supported and main- 
tained by this Colony. That two hundred men be inlisted 
and employed as Matrosses or Artillery-Men, includin 
those already inlisted and employed for the support cid 
defence of the said Fortresses, for the term or space of two 
months, unless they, or any number of them, should be dis- 
charged sooner, by ordey of the Congress or Comunittee of 
Safety for this Colony. ' 

Voted, That three hundred men, Officers included, be 
inlisted and employed as Soldiers {dt the support and de- 
fence of said Fortresses, and other posts and passes in and 
about Piscatagua Harbour, for the term or space of two 
months, unless they, or any number of them, should be dis- 
charged sooner, by order of the Congress or Committee of 
Safety of this Colony. 

Voted, That tho Committeo of Safety, be and hereby 
are empowered and directed to receive, allow, and pay 
such Accounts as shall be laid before them, for doctoring, 
nursing, and boarding sick and wounded Spldiers, in the 
service of this Colony, as they shall judge to be reason- 
able and well vouched, 


- 

Voted, That the Selectmen of the several Towns, Pa- 
rishes, and Precinets, in this Colony, who have supplied 
any of the Soldiers, inlisted in the service of this Colony, 
with Guns, immediately render their Accounts to the Com- 
mittee of Safety, particularly distinguishing those which the 
Soldiers are to allow the value of, from those which are to 
be returned, and six Shillings allowed, for the use of them; 
also, the names of each person who received said Gunsyy 
and what Company each balptasd to 

Voted, That the Soldiers in the service of this Colony, 
in the Continental Army, bg gllowed nino Pence pet days 
for billeting, from the time fof their marching until they 
arrived at [[ead-Quarters. 

Voted, That each non-Commissioned Officer and Sol- 
dier, in the Corps commanded by Colonel Bedel, in the 
Continental Army commanded by General Schuyler, be 
paid twenty-four Shillings, in lieu of a Coat promised him. 

Voted, That Nicholas Gilman, Esq., Captain Nathaniel 
Rogers, and Benjamin Giles, Esq., be a Committee to ex- 
amine and audit the Accounts of the Committee of Sup- 
plies, and make report thereon as soon as tay be; and 
also to audit and examine the Accounts of the Committee 
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appointed to procure Fire-Arms, and report theicon as 
soon as may be. 

Poted, That it be recommended to the several Tavern- 
ers and Rotailers in this Cglony, to render an account, on 
oath, if required, (which oath any Selectman is empowered 
to administer) of all Liquors sold by them, respectively, 
for which excise has been usually paid, to the Selectmen 
of their respective Towns, Parishes, or Precinets, from the 
first Tuesday in November, 1774, to the first, Tuesday in 
November, 1775, and pay said Selectinen said excise, at 
the same rate as for several years last past has been paid 
in this Colony; and the several Selectmen are desired to 
be careful in collecting and returning the same to the Re- 
ceiver-General of this Colony, and the Receiver-General 
js directed to allow said Selectmen five per cent. out of 
said money, as a reward for their service. And all Select- 
men are desired, if any person, or persons, whom they know 
to have sold Spirifuous Liquors refuses to pay his, her, or 
their excise as aforesaid, to return his, her, or their name, 
or names, to the Receiver-General. ; 

Voted, That one hundred and sixty Handbills, to con- 
tain the above Vote, be forthwith printed and dispersed to 
the several Towns, Parishes, and Precinets, in this Co- 
lony. 

Voted, That every Deserter from any Corps, in the 
Forces raised by this Colony for the Continental Army, be 
apprehended by the Commitices of the respective places 
where they may be found, and conveyed by them to Lead- 
Quarters, at Cambridge, as soon as may bo. 


Wednoaday, Novembor 8, 1775. 


Voted, That Colonel Wingate, Lieut. Colonel Burn- 
ham, and Major LJackett, have the command of the five 
“hundred men raised for tho preservation and defence of the 
Fortresses on Piseatagua River, and that they nominate 
four Captains to command four Companies to bo mised, 
provided the men be inlisted immediately in consequence 
of their said nomination; and thut Major feels bo ap- 
pointed to communicate the votes of this Congress to the 
said Officers, and make return to this Congress as soon as 
may be, 

Voted, That Captain Pierce Long be appointed Bar- 
rackmaster to the Lorces raised far the preservation and 
defence of the Harbour of Piseatagua, and the Fortresses 
thereon, and that Major George Gains bg appointed Quur- 
termaster to the said’ Forces. 

Voted, That the Matrosses or Artillery-Men bo divided 
into two Companies, to be commanded by Captain Titus 
Salter and Captain Luphalet Daniels. 

Voted, That Jacob Worthen, Robert Parker, and TVil- 
Ham Tackett, be allowed and paid four Shillings and six 
Pence per day, Tor their services ns Master Carpenters, 
and that the other Carpenters bo allowed and paid three 
Shillings per day, for their wages. 

It being represented that the Butéhers in Portsmouth 
having taken unreasonable foes for killing Cattle drove imo 
Portsmouth for the use of tho inhabitants, as well as the 
Provincial Forces flow employed in and about Piscataqua 
Haibour, which measure is very oppressive ; therefore, 

Voted and Resolved, by this Congress, That the said 
Butchers refund all such unreasonable fees, and, for the 
future, take none such, or that such Butchers be not suf- 
fered to kill any more Beef in said ‘Town, for the use of 
the sffid Forces. 

Captain Shadrach Hodgdoy’s Account, for supplying 
Fascines for the Batteries, being read, 
aMeted, That it be allowed and paid by the Committee 
of Supplies.  & 

Voted, That the Solectnygf of Newmarket be sent for 
to attend the Congress forthtvith, and answer for their nog- 
lect of numbering thoir Inlabitants, according to the order 
of this Congress, : 

Voted, That Ebenezer Thoupson, Esq., Samuel Sher- 
burne, Esq., the Hon, Colonel Meshech Weare, Benjamin 
Giles, Esq., and Richard Downing, Esq., be a Commit- 
tee to audit and examine the Accounts of George Jaffrey, 
Esgq., late Treasurer of this Colony, and make report to this 
Congress as soon as may be. 
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Poted, That the Won. Matthew Thornion, Esquire, be. 
Colonel of Londonderry Regiment of Militia, lately com 
manded by himself; that Halliam Gregg ba his Lieute- 
nant-Colonel ; that John Pinkerton be bis First Major, and 
that James McGregor, Jun., be his Second Major. 

Poted, That John Webster, Esy., be Colonel of Chester 
Regiment ; Nathaniel Emerson be his Lieutenant-Calonel ; 
that Josiah Fogg be his First Major, and that I illian 
IPhite bo his Second Major. 

Voted, That Samuel Shepherd be Fist Major of Col- 
onel David Hobart’s Regiment, and that Alexander Cratge 
be second Major of said Regiment. 


Thuisday, November 9, 1775, 

Voted, That Captain Ezekiel Morthen be and hereby 
is ordered to pay ull due obedience to the orders of this 
Congress, respecting the business as Engineer, at the Port 
of Piscatagua, 

Voted, That Abraham Drate be Lieutenant-Colonel of 
the Third Rogiment of Militia in this Colony, commanded 
hy Colonel Moulton ; that noch Page be First Major, and 
William Prescott bo Second Major of said Regiment. 


Upon a motion made by Captain Picree Long, and 
seconded by Mr, Stnuel Sherburne, respecting the legality 
of General £olsom’s holding a seat in this House, 

Voted, That the consideration of that matter be uot now 
taken up, nor until there be a fuller Louse, 

Upon reading a Petition of Mark Duty, vepresenting 
that Joseph Smith and Nehemiah Iladley, both of MPynds 
han, hn, in consequence of a warrant fiom the Commit 
tee of Safety of said Myndham, unconstitutionally deprived 
him of his liberty, for some time, and had taken from him 
a Cow, and disposed thereof to their own use, and praying 
rolief, &o.: 

Voted, That tho said Smith and Hadley, and also Peter 
Merril aud Samuel Morrison, all of Wyndhan, be notified 
to appear before this Congress on Suturday, the 11th in’ 
stant, to answer for their conduct respecting the matters 
complained of, by :eading (he complaint and order of Con- 
gress to ench of them, 


Voted, That all those men who have served as Soliiors 
on the late alarm at Portsmouth (such men being properly 
inlisted at said Portsmouth) be paid as Soldiers in the 
Army, except Coals, &c., and also all others who went 
down, and can make it appear that they did duty there at 
said time, exclusive of those who are under pay in the 
Continental Army; and that no more Officers be paid as 
such, than one Captain, one Lieutenant, and ono Ensign, 
to ench forty Privates, 

Poted, That tho Thanks of this Congress be given to 
those yentlomen that generously laboured on the Batteries 
and other works at Portsmouth, on the Inte sudden alarm- 
ing emorgency. 

Voted, hat all the Votes of Saturday last, respecting 
electing Delegates or Representatives, and the qnolifica- 
tions of the Electors and elected, and the manner of choos~ 
ing and sending them, be, and hereby are reconsidered, and 
made void. 

Voted, That the Honourable Meshech Weare, Esq., Pil- 
liam Whipple, Richard Downing, John Dudley, Timothy 
Walker, Wsy., Ebenezer Thompson, Ebenezer Sinith, Den- 
con Janes Knowles, Wyseman Claggett, Usq., Jonathan 
Martin, and Captain Caleb Page, Somuel Ashley, Ben- 
jamin Giles, Tesq., Israel Morey, Esq., and Abel Webster, 
be a Committee to frame and bring ina plan for the future 
Representation of the people of this Colony. 

Voted, That Cuptuin John Demeritt be First Major of 
the Second Regiment of Militia in this Colony, and Cap- 
tain Moses Yeaton Second Major. 


Friday, Novomber 10, 1778, 

Poted, That there be forthwith inlisted in the service 
of this Colony, for the defence and security of the Har 
bour of Piscatagua, and the Fortresses there, eight hun- 
dred men, officers included, to be divided intg eight Com- 

- : ae 
panies, and officered with ox Captain, to Lieutenants, 
and one Ensign, to each Company, and to remain in the 
service two months, unless they or any number of them be 
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sooner discharged by the Congress or Committee of Safety, 
and they be under the command of the Field-Ofticers now 
there, viz: Colonel Joshua HWingate, Lieutenant-Colonel 
John Burnan, and Mnjov James Hackett; and that Major 
Stephen Clark, of Epping, Captain Caleb Efodgdon, of 
Dover, Captain Parsons, of Rye, Captain Henry Etkins, 
of Lampton, Major Peter Coffin, of Lvetcr, Captain Jacob 
Webster, of ———, Moses Baker, of Candia, and Captain 
David Copp, of Maltefield, be the Captains of the said 
eyht Companies, and that Captain Balers two Lieute- 
pants be in Londonderry Regunent, provided they raise 
half the Company, or forty-eight men. 

That Orders be given to the Captains to inlist said Com- 
pany in the followmy Form, via: 

In Congress at Exnren, November, 1775. 
Cas Wy 

“Sin: You are hereby empowered immediately to inlist 
a Company, to consist of ninety-six able-bodied, effective 
men, well accoutred with arms and blankets, including 
Sergeants and Cotporals, as soldiers in the New-FHamp- 
shire service, for the defence of Picatagua Labour, for 
the term of two nronths, unless discharged sooner ; and you 
ate hereby informed you shall be entitled to the command, 
as Captain of said Company, when rased, and to nominate 
three persons to serve as subalteins under you, and that 
both officers and soldiers shall be paid the sane wages as 
the Continental ‘Troops are, exclusive of coats and blan- 
kets; and that the Soldiers sign the following Solistment, 
via: 

«We, the subscribers, do severally inlist ourselves as 
Soldiers in the New-Lanpshire service, for thy defence of 
Piscatagua Earbour, for the term of two months, unless 
discharged sooner; and we hereby promise to submit ou- 
selves to all the orders and regulations of the Army, and 
faithfully to observe and obey all such orders as we shall 
receive from time to time from our officers.” 


Saturday, Noyomber 11, 1775, 

Voted, Vhat it be and hereby is recommended to the 
President of this Congress, to write to the Continental Con- 
gress and to General Washington, in the name of this Con- 
gress, a recowmendation of Dr. Lfal/ Jackson to be Chiet 
Surgeon of the Nouthern Division of the Continental Army, 
or to appoint hia in any other way, according to his merit, 

Poted, 'That a Committee of three persons be chosen 
to examine the several Committees’ Accounts, aud make 

report to this Congress as soon as may be 5 and that John 
Dudley, Esy., Capt. Pierce Long, and Nathaniel Batch- 
elder, 2gq., be the said Committee. 

Poted, ‘What Captain Joseph Spenter be Second Major 
of Colonel Zimothy Hulker’s Regiment of Minute-Men, 
in the room and stead of Major Benjamin Goold, who bath 
resigned. 

Voted, ‘That the several sums advanced by the Members 
of this Congress, for the use of this Colony, be added to the 
Pay-Roll, and lodged with the ‘[reasurer for payment, 

Poted, That the Members of this Congress be paid for 
Sundays and travel, according to the method of tho late 
Generul Assombly, and that the Members of the Jate Gen- 
eral Assembly be paid in the same manner. 

Adjourned to Monday, the 18th, two o’clock, P. M. 

Monday, November 13, 1775, 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Upon a motion made, for considering the matter and 
form of Representation in this Colony in future, 

Voted, ‘Chat the consideration of that matter be put off 
till to-morrow. 

Poted, That the Wagos of tho Committee of Supplies, 
employed by this Congress, be now established, and that 
it be four Shillings per day, each. 

Voted, That the Committee of Safety be paid six Shil- 
lings per day, besides all thoir oxpenses, in the recess of 
the Congress. 

Voted, That the Committee for procuring Fire-Arms 
lay their Accounts belore this Congress, for allowance. 


Poted, That, Mr. President Thornton, Mr. Secietary 
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Thompson, Colonel Samuol Hobart, John Dudley, Esq., 
Colonel Whipple, Benjamin Giles, Esq., General Folsom, 
Mr. Cragin, Colonel Malker, Mv. Prentice, Colotiel David 
Gilman, Colonel Morey, Deacon Knowles, and Ebenezer 
Smith, sq., be a Committee fo prepare a plan for Repre- 
sentanion of the people of this Colony in fume, and lay it 
before the Congress. 


Thuraday, Novombor 14, 1775, 
Voted, That the Votes of yesterday, respecting the 
Wages and Pay of the Committee of Supplies and the 
Committee of Safety, be reconsidered, and made void, 


Voted, That Dr. Fall Juckson be paid, out of the pub- 
lick ‘Treasury of this Colouy, in full for his good sei vices 
to this Colony, fiom the 19th day of June last to the 4th 
of August last, the sum of fifteen Pounds per month, and 
that he receive a Commission from this Congress as, Chief 
Surgeon of the New-Lfampshire Ti oop} in the Continental 
Army. 

Voted, That a Committee of this [Touse, viz: John Dud- 
ley, Eoq., Benjamin Giles, Usq., Ichabod Rawlins, Esq., , 
Captain Moulton, and Mr. Sparhawie, be appointed to tke 
unde consideration the behaviour Si Sinuel Dyer, a person 
complained of as an enemy to this country, and make re- 
port thereon to this Congress to-moriow morning, 

Voted, To appoint Officers for the Artillery Company 
at Portsmouth, anc that Captain George Turner be Cap- 
tain of suid Company, 

Voted, That Captain Shadrach Fodgdon’s Account, for 
Stakes for the Batteries, &c., amounting to four Pounds, 
be allowed and paul by the Coumnittee of Supplies. 

Voted, ‘That Captain dphiaim HWeston’s Account, for 
seivices done for this Colony, in the year 1773, amounting, 
to thity-three Shillings, be allowed and paid out of the 
publick Treasury, 

‘The Committe appointed to report a method for Rep- 
resentation, beg leave to lay the following plan before the 
Congress, viz: 

That every legal inhabitant, paying taxes, shall be a 
voler, 

‘That every person elected shall have a real estate, in 
this Colony, of the value of two hundred Pounds, lawful 
money. . 

‘That no person be allowed a seat in Congress who shall, 
by themselyes ar any person at their desire, treat with 
liquots, &e., any electors, with an apparent view of gain- 
ing their votes, or by ueating alter an election on tbat 
account, 

‘Chut the ‘Lowns, Parishes, and placos in this Colony, be 
represented as follows, viz: 

Portsmouth, 3; Hampton, 1; Northampton, 1; Exeter, 
2; Londonderry, 2; Newenstle, 1; Rye! ; *Kingston and 
Must-Kingston, 1; Sandown and Hawke, 1; Greenland, 1; 
Newington, 1; Stratham, 1; Newmarket, 1; *Southanp- 
ton and Newtown,e1; Kensington, 1; *Plastow and Aukin- 
son, 1; Hfampstead, 1; Salem, 1; Pelham, 1; Chester, 2; 
Candia,1; *Roymond and Poplin, 1; Brentwood, 1; *Hamp- 
ton Falls and Seabrook, t; Nottinghay, 1; *)eerfield and 
Noithwood, 1; *Canterbury and London, 1; *Chichester, 
Epsom and Allenstown, 1; Pembroke, 1; Wyndham, £3 
*Bow and Dumbarton, 1; Concord, 1; Epping, 1—in Rock- 
ingham, 38. 

Dover 2; Madbury, 1; Durham, 1; Lee, 1; Somers- 
worth, £5; Barrington, 1; *Gilmanton and Barnstead, 1; 
*Sanbornton and Meredith, 1; Rochester, 1; *Leavittstag, 
Wakefield and Middleton, 1; *New-Durham, The Gore 
and Wollburgh 1; *Moultonburgh, Sandwich and Tam- 
worth, 1—in Stafford, 13, Lee 

Amhorst, 2; *Litehfieldjand Nottingbam West, 1; Dun- 
stale, 1; Ilollis, 1; *Morriggack and Bedford, 1; *Derry- 
ficld and Goffestown, 1; Weire, 1; Hopkinton, 1; *Len- 
niker, Deering, Hillsborough and Society Land, 1;*France- 
town and New-Boston, 1; New-Ipswich, 1; *Boscawen and 
Salisbury ,1;*Temple aud Peterboiough,1; *Wilton, Lynds- 
borough, Mile-Suip and “Daxbury Farm, 1; *Mason and 
Raby, 1; *New-Briton, Warner, Perrystown and Fishers- 
field, _—in Hiflsborough, 17, 

*Rindge, Jaffrey and Peterborough-Slip, 1; *Dublin and 
Monadnock, No. 5, 1; *Packersfield, Stoddard, Washing- 
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ton and Gilsum, 1; *Marlow, Sutry and Alstend, 1 5 *flins- 
dale and Chesterfield, 1; Winchester, 1; Ricbmond, 1; 
*Swauséy and Fitzwilliam, 1; Keene, 4; Wesunoreland, Ay 
Walpole, 1; Charlestown, 1} *Cornish, Plainfield, Pio- 
tectworth and Grantham, %; Claremont, 1; *Unity, Ac- 
worth, Leinpster, Savile, Croydon and Newport, }—in 
Cheshire, 19. 

*Newchester, Plymouth, Cockermouth and Alexandiia, 
1; *Romney, Holdeiness, Campton and Thotnton, 1; *Le- 
banov, Hanover, Pelham, Canaan, Cardigan and Grafion, 
1; *Lyme, Orford, Dorchester, Wentworth, Parmont and 
Warren, 1; *Haverhill, Bath, Lyman, Guathwait, Landaf 
and Morriston, 1; *Apthorp, Laneastor, Northumberland, 
Stratford, Cockburn, Calbia: Conway, Shelburne and the 
Towns above, l—in Grafion, 6. 


Rockingham, - - - - > - = + + - 88 
Siaford, = = - = - 7 2 ee ee BB 
Hillsborough, »~ ~- - * = = = 5 = = ST 
Cheshire, -e- = - = © = ee ee 15 
Grafton, ~ ~ - = st te ee ee OG 


Total, 89 

That precepts, signed by the President of this Congress, 
be sent to the Selectmen of cach ‘Town named in this list, 
singly to be represented, to elect and ohoose a person to 
represent them in Congress, to meet at Jueéer on the 21st 
day of December next; also, to the ‘Pown or Parish maiked 
with this mark (*), whero ‘Towns or Parishes aro classed 
together, to natily the several ‘Towns or Parishes, iv their 
respective classes, to mect at the most convenicut place in 
their ‘Lown or Parish, to accommodate the whole electors, 
to choose some person qualided to represent them as afore- 
said; and all Selectmen aro directed to give tho electors 
fifteen days’ notice of the time and occasion of menting ; 
said mombers, whon mot, to sit in Congress as often and so 
long as they shall judge requisite for acting on the publicl 
business of this Colony, and to be empowered by their con- 
sulnents to prosecute such measuies as they may deem 
necassary for the publick good, during the tern of one yaar 
from their fiist meeting, unless they shall sue fit to dissolve 
themselves sooner, 

And in case there should he a recommendation from the 
Continoutal Congress for this Colony to assume Govern- 
ment in any way that will require a House of Representa- 
tives, that then said Conytess for this Colony be empowered 
to resolve themselves into such a [Louse as may be recone 
mended, and remain such for the algresaid tern of one 

oar, 
And it is further recommendud, that each Town or Pa- 
rish, who sends a member to said Congress, pay hiu for 
his atrendunoe ; and where ‘Vowns or Parishes aro classed 
together, in thoir choico, that they pay their member iu 
the same proportion as they pay Province tases; all the 
pay for their tyavol to be paid out of the Colony ‘T'rea- 
suty’. 

Which plan of future representation being read, under. 
stood, and corsidered in Congress, , 

Voted, That tha sane bo accepted, and mado a Resolye 
of shis Gongruss, and entered accordingly. 


’ ~— 


e 
Wodnoaday, Novombor 15, 1775. 
The President being absent, 
Voted, That the Hon. Meshech Ieare, Esq. be Prosi- 
dent pro fempore of this Congress, 
Foted, ‘That the ‘Thanks of this Congress be prosented 
to te Bon. Matthew’ Thornton, Wsq., for his faithful and 
able conduct as President of this Congress. 
_ Poted, That Colonel David Gilman’s Account, aniount- 
Meo twenty-sevon Shillings, for services done by order 
of Congress, be allowed and’faid out of the publick Trea- 


SUlye e > , 

Bele ‘That the Rev. 2. Woodbridge Odlin b& paid 
out of -the pablick ‘Treasury fifty Shillings, lawl! money, 
for hia gdodiseivices in attending and praying with this 
Congress. 4 . 

ote, That the Carpenters employed by Captain Wor- 
then, in conjunction, with the Commities of Portsmouth, 
be paid wages according Jo their agreement. 

Poted, That the Hon. Matthew Thornton, Esq., be paid 
Dut of the publick Treasury slx Pounds, lawhil money, for 
" Foorra Senies.—-Von, ry. 


NEW-HAMPSUIRE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, NOVEMBER, 1775. 


18 


his time and trouble in going to Cambridge, and attending 
the Grand Council there. : . 

Voted and Resolved, ‘That it is the opinion of this Con- 
gress, that Samuel Dyer ought to confine himself to his 
present place of abode in Berwick, and that it will not be 
prudent for bim to be allowed to pass and repass in this 
Colony at present. 

Voted, To add two persons ta the Committee far audit- 
ing the Accounts of the Committee for procuring Pire- 
Arms, and that David Gilman and John Me Clary, Rsq's, 
be of that Commitee, and that said Committee make a 
final settlement of said Accounts, 

Voted, That a Committes of three persons be chosen, 
to carry into execution the Resolve of the honourable Gon- 
tinental Congress at Philadelphia, of Thursday, the 26th 
of October last, respecting exporting to the foreign TFest- 
Indies, Provisions, &c., for the purpose of importing Arms, 
Ammunition, Sulphur, and Saltpetie; and that Captain 
Pierce Long, Samuel Cults, and Samuel Sherburne, lis-. 
quires, be the Committee for that purpose ; and that a sum 
not exceoding two thousand Pounds be employed (for cargo) 
for the said purposes, at the proper risk of this Colony; 
and that the said Committee have leave to send, If the 
think oxpedient, to any foreign port for the said commodi- 
tes, 

Voted, That Colonel Kvans, Mr. Sherburne, and Mr. 

Cutis, be a Cominities to wait on General Sidlévan, now in 
‘Lown, and inform him thee at his request this Congress is 
ready to hear him. 

Poted, ‘Vhat a Vote of this Congress, of the 10th of 
Fre last, respecting ‘Lown Onicers, be forthwith printed 
in handbill4, and distributed to the several Towns and 
places in this Colony. 

Tho subject matter of tho Potition of Mark Duty being 
heard and cousiderer! by a Committee of this House, viz: 
Benjamin Brown, Joseph Bartlett, Abraham Page, Gace 
cheus Clough, and David Lawrence, the said Conmnitteo 
made report, that the Cow in quostion be restored to the 
Petitioner, and the Comuuttce of Salety of Pyadhan had 
no power to try the case, and therefore it ought to stand 
dismissed, and no cost be paid on either side, 

Which Report being read and considered, 

Voted, Thut tho same be avcepted, and passed into a 
Resolve of this House. 

The Committee of this House, viz: Nathaniel Batch, 
David Lawrence, Sanuel Dudley, sq., Abel Mebster, 
James Knowles, Benjanin Brown, John Grayin, Srniwel 
Chase, Visq., and Captain Caleb Page, being appointed to 
examino into the subject matter of the complaint of a nun- 
ber of the taining Suldieis in Must-Mingston, nygoinst Lieu 
tenant-Colonel Glade, for undue measures taken in the ape 
pointment of the Officers in the Militia there, having heard 
the said parties, report thereon; ‘Chat the proceedings of 
Colonel Gade, with respect to the warning, and bis pro- 
ceedings in tho choice of their Oftieeis in that Company, 
wore illegal, and nat agreeable to the Resolves of the Con- 
gress in that respect, and that the said Company ought to 
have the benefit of a new choice of Oflicers, 

Which Report boing read and cansiderad, 

Voted, That the sane be accepted, and pass into a Re- 
solve of this House. 

Void, That the Thanks of this House be given to his 
Excellency General MVashington, for his early care and 
notice taken of this Colony, in sending General Sullivan 
and other assistance to us, when wo were jn great fear aud 
distress. 

Poted, That the Thanks of this House be given to the 
Hon. General Sullivan, for his great care and paips in as- 
sisting us to defend our Harbour and Fortresses, when wo 
were in great fear and distress. 

Voted, That the Committee of Safety, or of Conespon- 
‘deuce, in each ‘Town or Parish in this Colony, be desired. 
to transmit to the Congress, ar to tho Committed of Salty 
for this Colony, the names and places of abode of dl stich 
persons as they suspect to be in any ways inimical ‘Ao-tthis 
country, with the causes and evidence of suoh nepidtons, 
and that tis vote be printed in handbills, god tdidpesed 
Unough this Colony, gg : 

Potad, That the Committee of, Safety, Sppointed by thia 
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Congress, be and remain a Committee of Safety for this 
Colony; and that they, or the major part of them, act in 
the same manner and with the same authority as hereto- 
fora, until the sitting of the next Congress or General As- 
sembly of this Colony. 

Voted, That tho Committee of Safety attend General 
Sullivan at Portsmouth, on Tuesday next, to take under 
their consideration such matters and things as he shall Jay 
before them. 


Thuraday, Noyombor 16, 1775. 


Voted, That the Officers and Soldiers in the service of 
this Colony, in the Continental Army, be paid off up to 
the 4th day of August last, and Colonel Samuel Hobart 
and Colonel Timothy Walker be Paymasters for that par- 
pose. 

Wherens sundry persons, hereafter pamed, have, at the 
motion of Genoral Sullivan, by viitue of orders from his 
Excellency General Mashington, in consequence of the 
Rosolves of the honourable the Continental Congress, been 
called before a Committee of this Congress, on suspicion of 
thet being inimical to this country and the cause of li- 
berty now contending for; which Committee having made 
report thereon to this Congress, it is thereupon voted and 
resolved by this Congiess— 

ist. That John Parker, Esq., is a fiiend to this coun- 
try, and is accordingly set at full liberty. 

Qd. That Isaac Rindge, Esq., remove himself to some 
place at least fifteen miles from Portsmouth, and from the 
sea, aud not on any occasion leavo the Town or Parish he 
shall remove to, without leave of the Congress or Commit- 
too of Safety. 

8d. That Captain William Torry remain at Newmarket, 
and not on any occasion leave the said Town or Parish, 
without leave from the Congress or Committee of Safety. 

4th. That Mr. William Hart remove himself fifleen 
milos from Portsmouth, and fiom the sea, and not on any 
oceasion leave the Town or Parish ho shall :cmove to, 
without leave of the Congress or Committee of Safety, 

Sth, That Captain Nathaniel Rogers confine himself to 
his:wathouse and farm in Newmar et, or, if he shall choose 
it, to remove himself twenty miles fiom Portsmouth, and 
from the sea, and not on any occasion Jenye the ‘Town or 
Parish he shall remove to, without leaye of tho Congress 
or Committee of Safety, 

6th. That George Jaffrey, Wsq., remove himself ten 
miles at least from Portsmouth, and not on any occasion 
leave the Town or Parish he shall temove to, without leave 
of the Congress or Committee of Safety. 

Th. That Pefer Gilnan, lisq., confine himself to tho 

owl of neler, and not on any ocension leave the said 
Lown, svithout Jeave of the Congress or Comunittoe of 
Safety. 

: ih, That Mr. Jagob Sheafe, Jun,, be desired to with- 
dra hig M morial against Edward Sherburne, and that said 
Sho fe, ay anes 

Oth. What those persons, above named, who are enjoin- 
af tgvrenove from Portsmouth, have twenty days allowed 
thein to remove. 

Poted, That Colonel Samuel Llobart bo paid out of the 
publicksl'reasury ten Pounds, for twenty-seven days’ ser- 
ne itigth Cumbridge, and mustering and paying off 
the Soldiers there, and returning tho Mosier Rolle 

Voted, That Major Joseph Welch be paid out of the 

ublick Treasury eight Pounds, for his service in attend- 
ing Colonel Hobart on the abovesaid services; and also 
uventy Shillings for his services in going to Portsmouth. 

“Voted; Bhat Mr. Nathaniel Rogers be paid out of the 
Brewsonyetyienty Shillings, for his services in settling Ac- 
ddunty gy: agOommnittee-man, 

Pytdh Phat (ie Thanks of this Mouse be given to Ma- 
jor WelbhytoveltiGoie “hy raising Troops and forwarding 
theth to Porshidurnss > + 

Voted, "That Lbsnexer ‘Tibbetts be Second Major of 
Colonel Bodies Regiment,” 

a 8 a 

.Foted, That the Goupmiggions for the Majois of the First 
giment of Militia an this Cglony be not given out until 
tigenext,Cangress ot Convention,  . , 

4 atedksDiat Colonel Evans be paid:'the balance of his 
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Account, amounting to thirty-six Shillings, out of the pub- 
lick Treasury, . 

Voted, That Joshua Wiggin be pnid bis Account a8 
Doorkeeper and Messenger of this House, amounting to 
five Pounds and two Shillings, out of the publick Treasury. 

Voted, That Colonel Samuel Hobart’s Account, amount- 
ing to eleven Pounds, eighteen Shillings, be allowed and 
paid him out of the publick Treasury. 

Voted, That Colonel Evans be allowed and pajd out of 
the Treasury the balance of his Account for J*re-Arms, 
amounting to twenty-four Shillings and eight Pence half 
penny. 

Voted, That Colonel Jeremiah Folsom be allowed and 
paid out of the Treasury the balance of his Account for 
Fire-Arms, amounting to three Pounds, seven Shillings, 
two Pence, and one Farthing. 

Voted, That Mr, Edward Parsons bg allowed and paid 
out of the publick Treasury bis Accoant, amounting to 
thirty-soven Shillings and six Pence, 

Whereas it has been represented to this Congress that 
doubts have arisen in the minds of some persons respect- 
ing those who have been, in the usual and very reasonable 
method pointed out by the law of this Province, chosen to 
conduct the affaiis of Towns, and, also, connected with it, 
whether Taxes granted by Towns, or by their representa- 
tives in Congress, should be collected and paid as usual, 
or in what manner Selectmen, Constables, &c., should pro- 
ceed: The Congress, having taken the above into consi- 
deration, do recommend to all Towns, that with regard to 
all those who have beon in the usual reasonable manner 
chosen into any offices in Towns, they should, as formerly, 
be considered as the proper officers; also, that ‘Towns, 
Selectmen, Constables, and other officers, ene in the 
usual manner in granting moneys, assessing the inhabitants, ¢ 
and collecting any assessments, and dischaiging any other 
matters belonging to them, or any of them, unless where 
some particular direction of this or the General Congress 
shall interfere. 

Wo trust the good people of this Colony will readily 
comply with this recommendation, and particularly that 
they will cheerfully pay the Constables and Colleotors; 
but if any, inimical to their country, or inattentive to the 
ruin which must ensue upon a contrary conduct, should 
refuse, we trust that allsthe friends of their country will 
effectually strengthen the hands of the Selectmen, Consta. 
bles, and Collectoms. a 


Voted, That the Resolution of the Continental Con- 
gress, of November 8, on ostablishing Government in this 
Province, be enterod on the Minutes.) 

» "In Congross, Friday, Novombor 3, 1775, 

«The Congress taking into considoration the Report of 
the Cominittee on the ‘New-Hampakire Ingtritctiong,’ ” 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Proviticial 
Convention of New-LHampshire, to call x full and free rez 
presentation of the people, and that the Repyesontativés, if 
they think it necessaty, establish such a form of Govern- 
ment as, in their judgment, will best produce the happiness 
of the people, and most effectually secure peace and good 
order in the Province during the continuafice of the present 
dispute between Great Britain and the Colonies, 

Extract from the Minutes : 

“Cuances Trostsen, Secretary. 
“ By order of Congress: : 
“Joun Wancocn, Presidents 
“A copy. Alfest: ¥ * 
“Noan Emeny, Deputy Secretary,” 
Vored, That thig Congress be, and hereby is dissolved, 


‘wtenecaey 


ORNERAL SULLIVAN TO ferns conansss, 
bd tsmouth, Novombar 1, 1778, 
Muou resprorep Genrinmxn: I oncloso you a letter 

fiom Head- Quarters, calling for my prosenco immediately? 

Mr, Palfrey tells me he “doubts ‘not I may return ingtwe 

or three days, and, by what he has conmoronto 

fi 


~ 





convinced that I must return in a very short tiniece\ Wart 
well satisfied that my presence can brane 
dispensed with at Head-Quarters, 1 ta sdHty"tBe: dull 
was so sudden as to prevent my soeitig ‘the! work Sa 7 
RE 
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pleted and the Army formed. That you may know how 
far L have proceeded, I have directed the ordeily book to 
bo transmitted to you, with a retuin of the men in the sev- 
eral depaitments. I also enclose you a return of the stoies 
in each fort, with what % wanting to make a proper de- 
fence, that you may know the state of your forts, [ shall 
Jeave the artillery officers and men here with the com- 
puny of Ridemen till my retuin, which will be as sudden 
as possibile, 

Gentlemen, I am, with great esteem, your very humble 
servant, 


Honourable Provinejal Congress, 
P. S. L also enclose the Barrackmaster’s 1eturn. 


Jour Suunivan, 


COLONEL WINGATE TO NEW-HAMPSIIRE CONGRESS. 
Fort Sullivan, Sovey’s Island, Novombor 2, 1775. 


Genriemen: J find it absolutely necessary that a pet- 
son well acquainted with rivers and tides in the harbour be 
appointed to take the charge of the ships and fire~1alis; 
also, that a Surgeon bo appointed constantly to reside and 
take care of the troops on Sevey’s Island, in case of ac- 
cidents, which we are constantly exposed to, indepandent 
of what might be feared from the attacks of an enemy, To 
the first department I have appointed Captain Robert 
Parke, of Portsmouth, and to the latter Dr. Samuel Hig- 
glesworth, of Durham; in which I beg the acquiescence 
of the honourable Congress, und that they would be pleased 


to ratify the same. Jostiva Winaare: 
To the Ifonourable the Congress at Ziveter, 


FIRLD-OFFICERS AT PORTSMOUTH, TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE 
CONGRESS, 
Hond-Quarters, Portsmouth, Novombor 8, 1775, 

Grwrtenen; The works at the entiance of the Piscat- 
aqua harbour, which are thought absaluicly necessary to 
defend the same, are so extensive and so excoudingly ox- 
posed, by being situated on islands so difficult to re-enforce, 
that eight hundied men, including the company of Autil- 
lory, the men necessaty to take cde and manage the ship- 
ping and fire-ralts, is fully short of what we due undertake 
to delend the same with for the first month; afer which 
time a much less number may benecessary, as the season 
of the year may he such as muy vender an attack less pro- 
buble: any unary gentlemen that wilt undertake to de- 
fend the post with a less number, to them we will resign our 
command with pleasure. In the mean tine we will remain 
at our respective posts, with all the men we can persuade 
to tury until superseded or re-enforced, Wo most heartily 
thank the honourable Congress for the very great honour 
they have dono us in nominating us to the command, and, 
with a sufficient number of men to make ouselses worthy 
of the trust the Congress have proposed to honour us with, 
we should accept with gratitude, 

" Josaua Winaare, 

Jonarnan Burnan, 
James [ackers, 


4 


~ 
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+ DOCTOR JACKSON TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS. 
Poitsmouth, Novomber 8, 1775, 
Genrinsen :* By order of General Sudftvan, 1 raised a 
company of Artillery, consisting of foity-two men, officers 
included. ‘Their pagticular duty was to take care and ex- 
-breise the brass field ordnance, and in case of attack to 
move with said artillery fiom ylace to pluce, as they should 
be ordered, The term of their enlistment was fifteen*days, 
Avhich will be expired by the 15th instant. The pieces 
and utensils ae of gieat value and I have in my possession 
the, following valuable and, (mportant stores, vit sixty 
rouiidg of” dannel cartridges, with canisters of lend Shiot— 
each danidler contains forty-cight musket balls; forty 
sounds of paper cartridges; twenty-four single canisters 
charged, each for hundred and Gighty-two balls; six dozen 
turned wooden wads; one dozen port-fres 3 twenty-four 
yent-tubes, charged with quick match and composition, 
Many of the stores | reesived, by a special request, fiom 
the laboratory al Cambridge, and are of too much impor- 
tance to be left without pioper persons to take care of 
* 
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them. I beg to know whether some few of the Company 
may not be retained in the se:vice for the said purpose, 
and whether J shall keep the stores in my bands until fur- 
ther oiders, 

Tam, with great respect, your humble servant, 

Hane Jackson. 

P. S, Fuither stores: One dozen tubes uncharged ; 
three dozen two and three-quiters ition round-shot; three 
port-fie stocks ; three small bundles slow-fie mateb. 


PORTSMOUTH COMMITTER TO NEW-IAMPSHIRE CONGRESS. 
Commitleo-Hall, Portsmouth, Noyomber 13, 1775, 

Gentiemen: On the representation of the Delegates 
for this town, repesenting the inhabitants in Congress, 
that a motion being made we should take under considera~ 
tion a recompense for Dr, Fall Jackson's services as sur- 
geon to the Army at Head-Quaiters, do, in consequence 
thereof, beg leave to infoim the Conpress, that on the 
news arriving in this town of the battle at Charlestotun, 
in June last, and being well informed that a gentleman of 
known abilities in surgery was much wanted, did immedi-~ 
ately apply to Dr. Jackson, and entreated his setting off 
for the camp without delay, to assist any distressed officers 
or solrliers that might be unfortunately wounded, Where- 
upon, he expressed a readiness, and observed he would, at 
our sequest, proceed without delay, and trust to a future 
day for reward, We therefore take the hberty to repre- 
sent, that Dr. Jackson set off the 19th June on the pur- 
pose aforesaid, and was continued in that service till the 
17th October, excepting ubout thice weeks, At different 
times he was in this town to visit his fumily, in which 
time he was constantly employed in constructing carriages 
avd mounting sundry field-pieces. For which services 
this Committee, with deference to the honourable Cou- 
gress, adjudge an allowauce of fifteen pounds, lawful 
money, per month, for all services aud expenses during 
the time aforesaid, 

By order of the Committeo: 

Il, Wenrwontn, Chairman. 

To the Honourable Congress for the Colony of New- 
- Hampshire. 


JOSIAN BARTLETT TO THE NEW-HAMYSHIRE COMMITTEE OF 
BAVETY, 

Philadelphia, November 13, 1778. 

Gentiemnn: Enolosed I uansmit to you the letter di- 
rected to the Speaker of our Louse of Assembly. I sup- 
pose it came fiom Lngland, sont by the agents who"pie- 
sented the late petition of Congress, By it you will be 
ablo to guess what will be the fate of that petition. 

1 also send you a duplicate of the vote of Congress con~ 
coining our civil affairs, The (ust copy of the vote wes 
sent November Gth, Yesterday Captain Langdon set off 
on his journey to Canada, so that tam left here alone to 
act in behalf of om Colony. [don't oxpect him here any 
more during this session of the Congress, 

When tlie Congress will rise, cun’t say; but fear it can’t 
till winter, if it can befole spring, The affvir of the ships 
taken at Po) ésmouth bas not been considered by Congress, 
by reason of urgent business; but 1 expect soon that that 
and several other captures will be taken under considera- 
tion, and some general rules adopted, When any thing is 
determined on it, will inform you by the first opportunity. 

Tam directed by the Congress to send you the enclosed 
resolves for making saltpetre, and I would earnestly recom- 
mend the putting them in practice. It appears, ftom sev- 
eral experiments in this Colony, that the surlnee of the 
earth that has been for some yeas kopt from the rain wild 
protuco saltpetre. The floor of a meeting-house being 
taken up, the caith under it produced one pound from 
every bushel; under bans, stables, &., much more. 
Theva appeais to be no more art in making it than in 
making potash, When the liquor is properly boiled,gand 
put into pans to cool, it shoots and sucks to the bottom 
and sides very beautifully. ‘he liquor may thea he gael 
drained off, and either boiled over again or putt thar 
mash. Though probably the Continent will be/Well sup- 
plied with powder in the spring, yet it is! best by all means 
to put it out of the powerof ouriedéniiés to defeat us of 
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that necessary article, by supplying ourselves, and if we 
have a double or treble quantity it will be no damage, and 
in future saye our cash from being sent abroad after it. 
Tam, Gentlemen, your humble servant, 
Josiau Bartierr, 


The Committee of Safety, New-Hampshire. 


NEW-HAMPSILIRE COMMITYER OF SAFELY TO GENERAL 
SCHUYLER, 
In Committes of Safety, Novembor 18, 1775, 

Sim: The very interesting and pleasing account of the 
surrender of the fort at St. Jofn’s is just arvived by ex- 
press from Colonel Bedel; an event which we esteem 
highly favourable to the cause of American liberty, as well 
as honourable to the officers who directed (he measures for 
obtaining that important post. 

The troops from this Colony, commanded by Colonel 
Bedel, weve, by advice of General /Fashington, offered to 
be joined to your Army, as a part of the number voted by 
the Continental Congress for that service, This Colony 
only paid them one month’s wages before their march. 
Colonel Bedel informs us they are very much distressed 
for the want of clothing in this severe season, We have 
sent him three lundred pounds, out of an inadequate sum 
reserved to send beyond the seus to purchase ammunition, 
which js all we can advance, unless in paper bills, whieh 
we understand bave no currency in Canada. Wa there- 
fore desire you will advance, if in your power, out of the 
Continental chest, what is absolutely necessary for their 
fyture subsistence and comfort while in the seryice ; and 
this Colony will be always ready, with respect to that and 
all other matters, to acquiesce in and obey the resolutions 
of the Continental Congress. 

In behalf of the Committee, I am, with great esteem, 
yours, &a, 

NEW-HAMPSIURE COMMITTEE Of SAFETY TO COL, BEDEL. 
In Committoo of Safoty, Novombo 18, 1775, 


Sm: Last evening Mr. Grant arrived here with your 
letter of the 2d instant, containing the agrecable news of 
the surrender of St. John’s, &c. We aro very sensible 
that your men, without somo assistance, must suffer from 
the cold, in so severe a climate, and ave anxious to do 
every thing in our power for their relief, From the vory 
cixcumstance of their being ordered to join Goneyal Schuy- 
ler’s Army, we supposed they were to be considered us 
Continental troops, and therefore no provision has been 
made for them by the Congress of this Colony, You say 

aper money will not pass there; no other cau be procured 
are on any terms, "hero is a small sum of silver and 
gold in our treasury, reserved for the purpose of procuring 
ammunition beyond sea, out of which wo have pat into 
tho hands of Israel-Morey, Esq., threa hundred pounds, 
lawfal money, to he by him transmitted for the benefit of 
the troops put under your command by the Congress of 
this Colony, as he shal} judgo most safo and convenient ; 
which we lope they will Iay out for such clothing as is 
most necessary for them, and that you will endeavour to 
revent their ex pending it unnecessarily, more especially as 
Wt is all of the kind that they can possibly be supplied with 
from hence. We have wrote to Generals Schuyler and 
Montgomery on the subject of supplies aud pay for your 
men, and desired them to assist you in every thing neces- 
sary to make your companies as comfortable as possible, 

Hoping, ere this reaches you, comfortable habitations may 
be your lot, and that all your efforts for the goad of the 
country may be crowned with happy success; that you 
may, in due time, safely return to your friends and fami- 
lies with the laurels of victory, and be well rewarded for 
your services and sufferings by your countrymen, is the 
desire of your most obedient servants, 


COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO NEW-HANPSHIRE DELEGATES 
IN CONGRESS. 
In Committee of Safty, Novombor 21, 1775, 
Geyrremen: The Committee of Supplies, and others 
ogigerned in supplying and paying our troops, have not, 
ag yet, been able to close theif accounts in such a manner 
as that we could make out the Colony accounts against 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, NOVEMBER, 1775. 


24 


the Continent, but have proceeded so far as to be sure that 
supplying and paying our troops to the 4th of August, 
with what we advanced to those gone in Colonel t4rnold’s 
detachment, and those now in Canada under the command 
of General Schuyler, will amount to upwards of twenty 
thousand pounds, lawful money. ‘To avoid the necessity 
of emitting more paper money for our own internal charges, 
we desire you would request the honourable Congress to 
make a grant of such a part of the aforesaid sum as they 
shall see fit, and our accounts shall ho transmitted as soon 
ag a settlement can be made with the persons who have 
transacted the business, The number of the inhabitants 


* in the several towns in this Colony, directed by our Con- 


gress to be taken by the several and respective Selectmen, 
and returned under oath, has cheerfully been complied 
with, and we send you enclosed the list as returned, ex- 
cept those where only the columns of the sum total are 
filled up, which not being returned, we have set down by 
the best information we could obtain, ang are confident we 
have done it very near the trae number; however, shall 
forward those wanting whenever they come to hand, (which 
we daily expect,) so that the whole may be completed 
by the Sclectmen’s returns, 

The towns which did not return their numbers were filled 
up in the list sent the Continental Congress, as follows ; 


Newcusile, - - -~ 580 Goffestown, - - + 520 
Kensington, - - 820 Salisbury,- - - = 220 
Allenstown, ~« - 160 Dunbarton, - - - 490 
Dover, - - - ~1,614 Lillsborough,- + - 180 
Sanbornton, - - 350 Lyndeborough, - ~ 616 
Moultonborough, - 350 Rady,-_- ~ + ~ 820 
Tumworth,~ - ~ 115 Society Land, -~ ~ 220 
Tlanover, - - = 880 Lindsdale, - ~- + 10 
Lyman,» - = + 40 Charlestown, - - - ‘710 
Grafton, = - - 50 Acworth, - - - - 110 
Apthorp, - - = 16 Jaffrey, - + - + 175 
{Fentworth, - - 60 Fitzwilliam, - - ~ 250 
Warren, - + - 60 Lempster,- - - - 155 


- 1,410 


TO PORTSMOUTH (NEW-HAMPSIIIRE) 
CONMITIER, 


Amherst, - 


CAPTAIN THOMPSON 


Noyombor 23, 1775, 


Gentirmen: I made.a return to you some time ago of 
the fire-rafts which were*then finished, and thought some 
one would be appointed to take care of them. I find no 
one has been appolnted. J therefore repent it is necessary 
proper persons should be appointed, as some of them were 
much damaged in tho late storm. Ihave attended and 
put them in order again, and now return, fit for immediate 
use, twelve rafts; likewise return, unfit for service, two from 
Durham, wo from Greenland, The people I employed 
were caulkers, whose wages aro very high, I havo there- 
fore thought fit to discharga them. Novy, as those rafts 
aro thought things of somo consequence, it is necessary to 
give them in charge of the proper officers, in order to clear 
the Committee and myself of any hurt that’may come to 
them hereafier. A sentry ought to be placed over them, 
as evil minded persons night casily destroy them. 1 Put 
a roof over one, but have been obliged te take it off again, 
as it overset tho raft, and twisted it to pieces. I should 
recommend, if they are not used before winter, to provide 
a warehouse to unload them all, and house the wood, &c,, 
and lay the rafts in some safe place, as 1 think it would be 
much preferable to roofing them. But if you intend they 
should be covered, it is necessary that it be immediaely 
set about; of that you and the proper officers will judge.> 
1 hops the proceedings hereto will meet with your appro- 
hation, and I beg rom henco the rafts will be considered 
entirely out of my charge. ¢n 

Lam, Gentlemen, your mst obedient servant, 

° ~ T. Tuomrson, 


Yo the Committee of Safety for the Town of Portsmouth, 


JOSIAH BARTLETT 70 THe NEW-HAMPSHINE COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 
Philadelphia, Noyambor 27, 1775, 
GentuEMEN: Being in great haste when I sealed my 
last letter to you, I inadvertently omitted the enclosed let- 
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ter from the agents, nor was [ sensible of the omission tll 
T found it among my papers last Saturday. The enclosed 
resolves 1 am directed by Congress to transmit to you. 

I should be very glad to be informed of all the circum~ 
stances of our publick affifrs. 1 think that a particular 
knowledgo of them would often bo of very great advan- 
tage, But as I now hope I shall set out for New-EHamp- 
shire in a fortnight or three weeks, { expect I shall not be 
able to hear from you after you receive this till my retuin, 
unless, contrary to my present hopes, I shall be detained 
here for the winter. 

Iam, Gentlemen, your friend and lumble servant, 

Jostan Banrueit. 


To the Committee of Safety for New-Hampshire, 





GENERAL SULLIVAN TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE 
OF SAFETY. 

< Wintor-Hill, Novomber 29, 1775, 

Dear Sims: General Washington has sent to New- 
Hampshire for thirty-one companies, to take possession 
of and defend our lines, in room of the Connecticut forces, 
who most scandalously refuse to tarry to tho Ist of Janu- 
ary, I must therefore entreat your utmost exertions to 
forward the raising these companies, lest the enemy should 
take advantage of their absence, and force our lines. As 
the Connecticut forces will, at all events, leave us on or 
before (ho 10th of next month, pray call upon every true 
fiend to his country to assist with heart and hand in sais- 
ing and sending forward those companies as soon as pos- 
sible, 

Gentlemen I am, in extreme haste, your most obedient 


sebvant; Joun Sunnivan, 
~ To the Committeo of Safety in Evceter. 


WHD NEW-HAMPSILINE COMMTTER 
OY SAFETY. 
Winter-I1ill, Noyombor 30, 1775, 

Genrtemen: Since T saw you last, I find that George 
Jaffrey, Ysq., has assisted much in fixing the works to de- 
fend our harbour, That being the ease, Lam clearly of 
opinion that ho ought not in justico to be deomed an enemy 
to his country, or treated as such. 1 therefore consent that 
he remain at bis own house in Porsmouth, if agroeablo 
to you; and am, gentlemen, with much respect, your most 
obedient servant, Jour Suntan: 


GENERAL SULLIVAN TO 


Honourable Committoa of Safety, 


GENERAL SULLIVAN TO THY NBW-HAMPSHIRE ComrrEes 
OW SAFETY, 
P Wintor.2Iill, Novambor 30, 1775, 

Genrnemon: I have, by command of his Excellency 
General /ashington, to inform you, that the Connecticut 
forces (deaf tg tho entreaties of their own as well as all 
other officers, anderegardless of the contempt with which 
+ their own Government threatens to trent them upon their re- 
tura) have absolutely refused to tarry till (he Lst day of Jan- 
wary, but will quit the lines on the 6th of December. They 
have deceived us and their officers, by pretending there 
would be no difficulty with them, till they have got so near 
the close of their¢erm, and now, to their etereal infamy, 
demand a bounty to induce them to tarry only the three 
weeks, This is such an insult to every American, that 
we ae determined 8 release them, at the expiration of 
thelr term, at all hazards, and find ourselves obliged imme- 
digtely to supply their place with troops from New-Hemp- 
shireand Massachusetts-Bay. Tho nuntber required from 
You |s thirty-one companies vf sixty-four men in a com- 
pany, including a captain, twofsubalterns, three sergeants, 
and thrée éorporals, which -ninkes fifty-five privates each. 
The whole: number, officers and men, amounis to one thou- 
sand nine hundred and oighty-four. ‘The terms of their 
enlistment are as follows: Each company to march as 
soon as full; they are to be provided with arms, ammuni- 
tion, and each a good blanket. To prevent any difficulty 
in passing muster here, if they aro mustered by such per- 
Son or persons as you may appoint there will be no ne- 
cessity of their being mustered here, nor will it be done, 
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Their pay is to commence on the day they march, and 
from that time they are to receive the price of their rations 
incash, ‘They are therefore to take provisions to last them 
on the road. In case any or the whole of them could not 
do this, if the Province or the several towns will supply 
them, the accounts, together with what you may be at in 
raising them, will be instantly paid. They are to serve to 
the J5th of January, if required, ‘Their pay to be as other 
Continental troops. No field-officers to be sent. The 
captains and subalterns to be appointed and commission- 
ed by you for the Continental service, and the soldiers to 
engage in the Continental service, under the command of 
General Washington, for the term aforesaid, if required. 
None to be admitted, unless on the spot by the 10th of 
« December, and will be joyfully received as much sooner as 
possible. They will also be paid for their return home. 
The above are the terms, and I earnestly entreat you, 
for the honour of New-Hampshire, to show the world your 
attachment to the noble cause, Let the worthless sons of 
Connceticeut know that the other Colonies will not suffer 
our lines to be given up, or our country destroyed, nor the 
sons of New-Hampshire (like those parsimonious wretches) 
want to be bribed into the preservation of their liberties, 
1 hope the eager speed with which the New-Hampshire 
forces will march to take possession of and defend our lines, 
will evinco to the world their love of liberty and regard to 
their country. As you find the business requires much 
infinite haste, T must entreat you not to give sleep to your 
eyes, nor slumber to your eyelids, till the troops are on 
thelr march. I havo sent Mr. Sherdurn, who will wait 
your commands, and forward such orders as you may think 
proper to give. In case ammunition cannot bo bad for all, 
we must contrive to supply those who aro destitute here, 
Geutlemen, 1 am your humble servant, 
Joun Sunurvan. 
Tonourable Committee of Safety, ‘ 


P.S, The troops you send are to be under my imme- 
diate command, and joined to my brigade. I mentioned 
to the General the encouragement you gave upon the 
questions I proposed to you by his order, and informed 
him that you offered to send those men already raised, in 
case they wero needed, which geve him great pleasure. 
And as there is no preparation making (o attack you, and 
the season is so fi advanced, L can see no difficulty in 
dismissing them. I should have boen much rejoiced to 
have had Colonels Wingate, Burnkam, and Hackett nt 
their hend, as field-officers, but the Cammittea from the 
Massachusetts General Court and the Council of General 
Officers have determined the contrary. It would, howe 
ever, give me the greatest pleasure to see those gentlemen 
preferring the interests of their country to the title or rank 
of office, and each of them lead a company on to the lines, 
‘This would so much add to tha exalted opinion I already 
havo of thom, that I should, duing their stay here, treat 
and respect thent as officors of the highest rank, 

I yecommend that all the arms in the store at Poris- 
mouth be delivered out, and if Captain Turner inclines to 
come, that his company bo augmented to the number pro- 
posed, and they be furnished with them. As this is merely 
a Continental matter, you need not wait for a fall commit+ 
toe; the voice of two or three will be sufficient, though 
the assistance of the whole may possibly be necessary. 
promise, in behalf of Goneral fPaskington, that the act of 
any number will be deemed valid, and the officers and sol- 
diers received and pai aocordingly, ‘ 

N, B. The soldiers are to he paid off the moment they 
are discharged, before they quit the ground. 3.8, 


Copy of Enlistment recommended, 


“We hereby enlist ourselves as soldiers to serve in the 
Continental Army, under the command of his Excellency 
General Washington, until the 15th day of January néxt, 
unless sooner discharged, with Captain . . . . being the 
captain appointed over us, We promise obadience to al] 
our superior officers, and to be subject to the rules and:re- 
gulations of the Continental Army, until tha time abdve- 
mentioned, and to be paid at the rate of forty shillings.pet 
month from the time of our march to the Ung of.eur re- 
turn,” #3 oF 
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SOUTILCAROLINA PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, 


List of the Members of the second Provincial Congress 
of South-Carolina, begun and holden at Charlestown, on 
the Ist day of November, 1775. 

Vor Cuanvesrown: Colonel Charles Pinckney, Roger 
Smith, John Edwards, Peter Leger, Esqrs., Lon. £ 
Middleton, Thomas Corbett, Daniel Cannon, George 
Abbot Hall, Thomas Heyward, Jun., Peter Bouquet, 
Paul Townsend, Esqrs., Col. Henry Laurens, Michael 
Kalteisen, Peter Bacot, Thomas Suvuge, Esqis., Col. 
Christopher Gadsden, John Neufville, William Jokn- 
son, Arthur Middleton, Edward Rutledge, Esqus., Peter 
Timothy, Joseph Verree, Bdward Weyman, Cato Ash, 
Janes Brown, Anthony Toomer, John Berwick, Alex~ 
ander Gillon, Robert W. Powell, Esqus. 

For Curtsy Cuuncnt Partisan: John Rutledge, Clement 
Lempriere, Arn, Vanderhorst, Gabriel Capers, Isaac 
Legaré, John Boone, Esqrs. 

For Sx. Jonn’s, Berxury Counsy: Job Marion, Efias 
Ball, Jun,, Maurice Simons, James Cordes, Jun., John 
Cordes, James Ravenell, Esqrs. 

For Sr. Anprew’s: Colonel Zhomas Fuller, William 
Scott, Thomas Bee, William Cattell, Benjamin Stone, 
Tsaae Riveis, Esqrs. 

For Sr. Grorav’s, Dorenesren: David Oliphant, 
Benjamin Waring, John Mathgwes, Richard Waring, 
Richard Walter, Visqrs. 

For Sr. Jamus’s, Goose-Creen : Colonel Thomas Ful- 
der, John Parker, Benjamin Smith, John Izard, John 
Wright, Thomas Middleton, (son of Ienry,) Esqrs. 

For St. Tuomas ann St. Dennis: James Akin, John 
Huger, William Parker, Isaac Harleston, Thomas 
Shubrick, Joseph Fogartie, Wsqrs. 

For Sv. Paus’s: Lhomas Ferguson, Benjamin lliott, 
Charles Elliott, Robert Ladson, George Haig, John 
Me Queen, Esqrs. 

For Sr. Banrnoonew’s: Hon, R, Lowndes, Fsq., 
Col. James Parsons, Hilliam Skiiving, Philip Sinith, 
Janes Skirving, Lhomas Osborn, Esqrs. 

For Sr. Henmna: Thomas Rutledge, John Barnwell, 
Daniel Heyward, John Joiner, Usyrs., Colonel William 
Moultrie, Daniel de Saussure, Esq. 

For Sr. James’s, Santer: Colonel Daniel Lorry, Paul 
Douaseint, Thomas Horry, Lhomas Lynch, Capers 
Boone, Jacob Motte, Esqus. 

Yor Prince Guoneu’s, Winvan: Thomas Lynch, Elias 
Torry, Jun., Benjamin Huger, Joseph Allston, Paul 
Lrapier, Jun., Benjamin Young, Esqus. 

For Pace Vreperick’s: Lheo, Gaillard, Jun., Thomas 
Pork, Anthony White, Benjamin Soreven, Arch, Me- 
Donald, John James, Son,, Esqra, 

Fox Sr. Jonn’s, Counuvon Counry: Hilliam Gibbes, 
Charles C. Pinckney, Thomas Lvance, Thos. Tucker, 
Bonjamin Jenleins, Ralph Ieard, lesqrs, 

For Sr. Peven’s: Colonel Stephen Bull, W, Williamson, 
Gideon Diipont, Thomas Middleton, (son of Williain,) 
Philotheos Chiffelle, William Brisbane, Esqrs. 

For Prince Witutam’s: Col. Benjamin Garden, Col, 
Tsaue Motte, John Bull, William Bull, Isaac Macpher- 
son, FPilliam Harden, Esqis, 

For Sr. Sraruen’s:. John Gaillard, Philip Porcher, 
Peter Sinekler, Charles Cantey, Hezekiah Maham, 
Joseph Palmer, Esqrs. 

For rug Disrricr Eastrwann or Wareree Riven: 
Col. Richard Richardson, Joseph Kershaw, Matthew 
Singleton, Thomas Sumpter, Aaron Loocock, W, Rich- 

* ardson, George Douglass, Esqrs., Rev. William Ten- 
nent, James Bradley, William Massey, Esqrs. 

For Niwery-Six Disrnicr: Colonel James Mayson, And. 
Wilkamson, Le Roy Hammond, Patrick Calhoun, 
Esqrs., Colonel John Lewis Gervais, Richard Rapley, 
Francis Salvador, Esqrs., Colonel Champness Lirry, 
Rey, John Harris, William Moore, Esq. 

For Saxe-Gorna Distatcr; Lon. 7, H. Drayton, 
aenee Farrar, William Arthar, Henry Patrick, 
Ralph Humphries, Jacob Richmond, Esqrs. 

For rae Disraicrsetween Broan anv Sauna Rivers: 

- Golonel John Thomas, Colonel Wiliam Wofford, Mi- 
chaed Letiner, Esq., Colorel John Lisle, Wiliam Len- 
derson, Jonas Beard, John Prince, Esqrs. 
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For ras Disrrict setwern Broap ano Carawna Ri- 
vers: John PPinn, John Nixon, William Lang, William 
Barrow, William Howell, William Lee, Thotnas Tay- 
oe John Turner, William Strother, Henry Hunter, 
Gsqys. i 

For sles New Acquisition: William Byers, James Car- 
son, Robert McAfee, Joseph Howe, William MeCul- 
loch, John Howe, Francis Adams, Thomas Neel, Joseph 
Moods, Samuel Watson, Francis Ross, Thomas Janes, 
Alexander Love, Robert Dickey, Esqrs. 

For Sv. Marruew’s: Colonel Tacitus Gaillard, Rev. 
Paul Turquand, John Caldwell, Simon Berwick, Henry 
Felder, William Flood, Esqvs. 

For Sr. Daviv’s: Colonel Geo. Gab, Powell, Claudius 
Pegues, I. W. Harrington, Alex. McIntosh, Samuel 
Mise, lesqrs., Colonel George Pawley. 

For run Disrrict serween Savannan River ann THE 
Norru Forx or Enisto: James Wilson, Andrew Cum- 
ming, George Robinson, John Satly, John Collins, 
James Jones, Esqrs. 


At the first session of the second Provincial Congress 
of South-Carolina, begun and holden at the State-House 
in Charlestown, on Wednesday, the Ist of November, 1775, 


The Hon. William Henry Drayton was chosen Presi- 
dent, and Peter Timothy, Secretary. 

On motion, Resolved, That the thanks of this Congress 
be returned to Colonel Jenry Laurens, President of the 
Inte Congress, for his unwoaried diligence, application, and 
merit in tho discharge of the duties of that ollice, 

Thanks were accordingly returned from the chair, 

The names of the Delegates were then called over, 

Lhe inhabitants of the Parish of St. Thomas and Sp. 
Dennis having chosen Isaue Larleston, Ksq., one of their 
Representatives, subsequent to the general election, in the ® 
room of the Rev. Robert Smith, who had been chosen at 
the said general election, and had declined serving ; and it - 
nppoaring that the said olection of Mr. Llarleston was pub- 
livkly and fairly conducted, the Congress approved thereof, 
and Mr. Harleston took his seat. 

Resolved, That the Chuich-wardens for the Parish of 
St, Paul be desived forthwith to summon the inhabitants 
of the said Parish, to mncet on Monday next, at the usual 
place of election, then and there to clect a Representative 
to serve in the present Congress, in the room of William 
Skirving, Esq., who, having been elected in the Parishes 
of St. Bartholomew and St. Pauly made bis election for 
the former, 

Resolved, That the Church-wardens of the Parish of 
St. John, Barkeley County, be desired forthwith to sum- 
mon the inhabitants of the said Purisl, to meet on Mon- 
day next, at the usual place of election, then and there to 
proceed (o choose a Representative to serve in the present 
Congress, in the room of Lidward Harteston, Ksq., do- 
ceased. 

Resolved, That the Church-wardens of the Parish of 
St. John, Colleton County, be desired forthwith to sum- 
non the inhabitants of the said Parish, to meet on Mon- 
day next, al the usual place of election, then and theft to 
proceed to the choice of a Representatve to serve in the 

present Congress, in the room of Lhomas Legaré, Jun., 
Esq., who has declined serving, 

Resolved, That the Church-wardens, of the Parish of 
St. James, Santee, be desived forthwith to summon the in- 
habitants of the said Parish to meet at the usual place of 
election, on Wednesday, the 15th instant, (November, dethen 
and there to elect a Representative to serve in the presene 
Congress, in the room of Exéward Jorman and Jacob Motte, 
Esqrs,, who were*returned as having equal votes, ‘ 

Ordered, That the Secyatary do deliver copies of tha 
four preceding Resolves tq the Deputies of tho several 
Parishes therein respectively mentioned, that the elections 
thereby ordered may be proceeded in without delay. 

Information being given to the Congress, that Captain 
Robert Cunningham, elarged with high crimes and mis~ 
demeanors against the liberties of America, had bean 
taken into custody aud bought to town by Captain Ben- 
jamin Tutt, 

Ordered, That Captain Turt be desired to attend th 
Congress, at five o'clock, this evening. F 
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Colonel Laurens, President of the late Congress, de- 
livered all the Association Papers which had been signed 
and depogited in his hands, into those of the Hon. William 
Henry Drayton, his succgssor. 

Adjourned to five o’clocl®, in the afternoon. 


In Congrasa, Wednesday, Novombor 3, 1775, P. M. 

The Congress met according to adjournment, 

Captain Tutt attended according to order, and related 
the cause and manner of his having taken and brought 
Robert Cunningham to Charlestown, 

An Affidavit of Captain John Caldwell, taken before 
Richard Rapley, Esq., at Ninety-Six, October 23, 1775, 
which justified the measure, was produced and read. 

Ordered, That the thanks of this Congress be returned 
to Captain Zit for his service; and also to the several 
persons who accompanied him. 

Resolved, Thateall the expenses of bringing the said 
Robert Cunninghain to town be defiayed by the publick. 

Ordered, That Captain Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, 
Captain William Cattell, and Mr. Thomas Heyward, Jun, 
be a Committee to collect tho charges against Captain Ro- 
bert Cunningham ; and to draw up a state of his offences 
against the peace and liberties of America, 

Ordered, That Captain Robert Cunningham be forth- 
with brought before this Congress, 

And being brought before the Congross accordingly, and 
questioned by the President, ho replied: “That he could 
not deny, that he had made use ot expressions somewhat 
like those mentioned in Captain Caldwell’s aftidavit, which 
had just been read to him; that ho believed Captain Cald- 
tell had not perjured himself; and that, though he did not 
consider himself as bound by the Inte treaty at Ninety- Sie, 
yat he since had constantly behaved himself as peaceably 

“as any man, and although-he had opinions, he had not ox- 
pressed them but when asked.” 

Ordered, That Mr. President do immediately issue his 
Warrant, for committing the said Cunningham to salo cus- 
tody, in the common Jail of Charlestown. 

And the following Warrant was accordingly issuod : 


In Provincial Congross, Soith.Carolina, 


To the Sheriff of Charlestown District, or his Deputy; or 
to the Keepor of the Common Jail in Charlestown, 


You are hereby commanded anderequired to recaive into 
your custody in the common jail, and thee salely keop 
until further order, the pody of Robert Cunningham, heve- 
with sent to you, charged with high crimes and misde- 
meanors against the liberties of this Colony; and for so 
doing this is your warrant. 

Given under my hand and goal, at Charlestown, this 1st 
day of November, 1775. 

By order of tho Congress: 

Wiurram Denny Dravron, President. 


Ordered, That Thomas Grimball, Msq., the Sherif! of 
Charlestown District, be summoned to attend this Con- 
gress immediately, 7 . 

Mr. Sheriff Grimball attended accordingly. 

Ordered, That the Sheriff be directed to'aNdrd the said 
Robert Quiningham every reasonable and necessary ac- 
commodation, at the publick charge; but that he do not 
suffer the said Cunningham to converse or correspond with 
avy person whatever, or to have the use of pen, ink, or 
paper, unless by express leave from the Congress, or nu- 
thority derived from them. 


@tida Letter from the Committee at Little River, dated 
Q8U October, L775. ‘s 

Ordered, That the said Totter be referred to a Com- 
tittes-of the following gentlemen, via: Mr. TVilliam Par- 
ket, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Elias Horry, Mr. Trapier, Mr, 
Allstoii, and Mr, Young. ’ 

Se That the Merabers of the late Council of 
Safety Ne’ Caitimittee to adjust and settle all outstanding 
accounts dgalnst the publick; and that they report thereon 
to this Congress, = 

Ordered, That Colonel Pinckney, Colonel Laurens, 
Colonel Richardsoti, Mr. Arthur Middleton, Mr. Fergu- 
son, Colonel Bull, Captain C. C, Pinckney, Mr. Harring- 
ton, Mr, Kershaw, and Mr. Cannon, ba a Committee to 
report upon the state of the Colony’; and the proper mea- 
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sures which ought to be pursued for putting the same into 
the best posture of defence; and that the said Committee 
do sit without loss of time, 

Ordered, That the Commissioners of the Treasury do 
report to this Congress a state of the Colony Treasury. 

On motion, Resolved, That every Member who attends 
the service of the publick in the present Congress, be en- 
tilled to receive, during such attendance, forty Shillings 
currency, per diem, upon his application to the Treasurers, 
during the present sitting, or within three days thereafter. 

Ordered, That the Colony ‘Treasurers be’ served with a 
copy of tho above Resolution, by the Socretary. 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


In Congioss, Thuratey, Novembor 2, 1775. 


The Congress met according to adjournment. 
And the Journals of yesterday were read. 


Colonel Laurens delivered up to his successor in the 
chair all the Letters, Papers, &c., which had come into his 
hands, as President of the Council of Safety, and Chair- 
nian of the General Committee. 


Colonel Laurens also delivered in a Letter from Captain 
Edward Thornbrough, Commander of Lis Majesty’s Sloop 
Lamer, which he found at his house last night, addiessed 
to himself, and therefore opencd, but found to be of a pub- 
lick nature. 


Resolved, That tho Members of Congress ho required 
to give the most diligent attendance on the publick business 
during tho prosent sitting; and that no Member do depart 
without leave from the Chair, 

Resolved, That the Ordor of the Inte Congress, that no 
Momber speak more than twice in any debate upon one 
point, without leave, bo strictly observed, 

Read the Letter from Capt. Thornbrough, dated “trom 
on board {Tis Majesty’s Sloop Ziamer, 1st November, 1775.” 

+ From on board His Majoely's Sloop ‘I'amer, 
Novombor t, 1775, i 

“Sm: The many unprovoked insults the King’s servants 
in this Province have received, from those Assemblies who 
have had tho hardiness to assume the reins of Govern- 
mont, aro too numerous and too well known to make it 
necessary for me to mention them. I will confino mysolf 
entiroly to what relates to my own department and the trust 
reposed in me. 

“T therefore addrass you, sir, as a principal actor in the 
measures now adopted, and desire you will acquaint your 
associutos, and all others whom it may concern, that if His 
Mojesty’s agents in Charlestown ave vot permitted, re- 
gularly and without molestation, to supply tho King's ships 
Tamer and Cherokee, under my command, with such pro- 
visions as [ think necessary to demand, 1 am determined, 
from this day, not to suffer any vessol to enter into, or de- 
part ftom Checlestion, that it is in my power to prevent, 
The bearer of this, is owner of a vessel, who has unload- 
ed materials at the King’s fort, which ig now held in con- 
tempt and defiance of His Majesty’s authority; and what- 
over pretexts this man may use to colour his disloyalty, 1 
never will suffer his vessel to depart, till W/alicer, the gun- 
ner of the King’s fort, now a prisoner at the barracks, and 
who I lool upon as under my protection, is sent on board 
the Tamer. Savages ought to blush at the return the 
King’s servants have received for their humanity to one 
of the fost infamous and most ungrateful of vildains, in 
whose service this poor man has served, 

«Lam, Sir, your obediont and most humbJo servant, 

“ Wowann Tronyarovan. 
“To Henry Laurens, Esquire, 
“N, B. I desire an immediate and explicit answer.” 


Ordered, That Captain Wanton be summoned to attend 
this Congress immediately. : 

fe atiended accordingly ; and gave a very elroumstang 
cial account of his detention by the man-of-war, his being 
sent away for St, Augustine, the putting of George Walker, 
late Gunner of Fort Johnson, (a prisoner, and on big pa- 
volo to Colonel Moultric,) op board his yest), fad“the 


landing of the said Waller in Georgia, xe 
The Secretary delivered in a Returh from Phomas Grime 


81 


ball, Esq., Shoritl of Charlestown District ; and also a Let- 

ter from Bdward Martin, Esy., Shen? of Georgetown 

Distiict; which be had received, in consequence of the 

cicular Letter by him written to all the Sheriffs, on the 

26th ult, by oder of the General Comunttec. 

Mr. Kershaw from the Comuittee to state to this Con- 
Bless a prose tecompenso lo be given to Capt. Dutt, &e., 
reported, Whereupon, it was 

Resolved, "That the sum of eight hundied and twenty- 
five Pounds cunnency be paid to the said Captain Tut, to 
be distributed, as follows, viz: thiee hundied Pounds to 
binself (out of which all expenses incuired to be dehayed,) 
one hundied and fifty Pounds to Lieutenant Robert Bry- 
ant; and seventy-five Pounds to each of the following 
Privates, viz: James Couisey, Joseph Reed, Ezekiel Wil- 
Hams, Richard Tutt, and Hichard Duggett; and that a 
handsome scymitar be also puichased and presented to 
Captain Zee, 

An order was accordingly drawn upon the Treasury for 
the payment of the said sum of eight hundied and twenty- 
five Pounds to Captain Z'uté; and he was at the same time 
presented with a seymitar, 

Upon an application in behalf of Mr, Cunningham, that 
he mght be permitted to wate a Letter, and that he might 
obtain certain necessaries, the following Oider was diawn, 
viz: 

To the Shatif of Charlestown District, or his Deputy, or 
to the Keeper of the Common Jail in Char lestorn, 
You are hereby commanded to adinit Captain Zutt and 

My, Gervais to converse with the prisoner Robert Cun- 

ningham ; in order that the said Cunningham may write a 

letter, (0 brought to me by Mr. Lue and Mr. Gervais. 

You nie also required to permit Mr. Gervais to furmsh 

Mr, Robert Cunningham with such linon and cash as Mr, 

Gervais shall think proper. 

By order of the Cougress: 

Waitaiam Usxry Dravron, President, 


In Congress, South-Curolina, 
Charlostown, Novombor 2, 1775. 


Ordered, That Mr, President be dosired to prepare an 
answer to Captain Lhorndrough’s Letter, and lay the same 
before the Congress o-motiow morning. 

Adjouined to ten o’clock, to-morow morning, 


Tn Congross, Miday, Novombor 3, 1775, 
The Congress met according to adjournment, 
And the Journals of yesterday ware read. 


Mr. George Douglas, who bad been elected a Provi- 
sional Representative for the District eastward of Wacerce, 
in case Captain Robert Patton should not serve for that 
District, atlended the Congress; and Captain Patton being 
sick, Mr. Douglas was ordered to take his seat in tho room 
of said Patton, 

On motion, Resolved, That during the prosent sitting of 
this Congress the doors be kept shut, 

A new Return of Delegates for the New-Acgutsttion 
was this day made, whereby Captain Milliam Byers, Mr. 
Filliam Mc Culloch, Lieutenant Samuel Watson, Mr. James 
Carson, Me. John Howe, Captain Francis Ross, Captain 
Robart McAfee, Hranois Adams, Exq., Mr. Thomas Janes, 
and Captain Ezekiel Polk, wee declared duly elected; 
and it appearing, upon inquity, that the gentlemen formetly 
tetarned for that District had been chosen by an inferior 
number of inhabitants, and not by a general ballot, the 
Congress, to prevent any complaints which might arise 
from a-different determination, in the present instance, 

Resolved, That all the Membeis named in both Re- 
turns for the New-Acguisition, may take their seats in the 
present Congress, 

But, in order to provent fature irregularities of this sort, 
they, at the same time, 

Ordered, That Mr. Arthur Middleton, the Reverend 
Mr. Tennent, Captain William Cattell, Mr, Bee, and Cap- 
tain Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, be a Committee to pre- 
pare a Resolution to be laid before this Congress, for regu- 
lating all fiume electlons of Membeis of Congiess, and 
Parochial and District Conwaittees, 


Mr. Neuville, one of the Commissioners of the Colony 
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Treasury, laid before the Congress the following account 
of Monays which they had paid, viz: 
“Tor the Regiments of Foot, - —- 
“For the Regiment of Rangers, — 
“Wor Contingencies, = - - 


£123,041" 11s, Td, 
82,677 0 10 
- 42,669 5 7 





£198,387 19s. Od, 
« 2078 barrels Rice,£32,012 19 0 
*33U barrels Flour, 8,754 24 
“Indian affairs, 680 16 4 
“Mess. Dunn & Boote, 300 0 0 


36,147 17 8 


hi, 185 Ts, BA. 


“Nov, 8, 1775.” 

Ordered, That the Rev. William Tennent, Capt. William 
Cattell, and Mr. Salvador, be 9 Committee to inquire into 
the conduct of Jokn Dunn, Esq., since his enlargement on 
his parole. 

Mr. President teported tho draught of an answer, which 
ho had been desired to prepare, to Captain Lhornbrough’s 
Letter of the Lst instant, 

And the said draught being taken into immediate con- 
sideration, was amended, and agreed to, as follows: 


Novomthot 3, 1775. 

Sir: Colonel Laurens, the late President, yesterday 
laid before us your letter of the st instant. Before wa 
muke any answer to it, we must intimate to you, that ag, 
hy your vorbal answer to a publick messenger, who carried 

ou a letter, dated 28th ultimo, from Colonel Laurens, as 
Polen, you promised a written answer to that letter, 
ielative to an informution received, that a iunaway nogra, 
tho property of John Allen falter, Esq., was harbourad 
on board the sloop-ol-war under your command ; so your 
unexpected silence on this head, at onve is a bieach of the» 
rules of propricty, and a nogative confession, that the negro, 
if not on board the Famer, is actually harbored on board 
the Cherokee, the residence of Loid William Campbell, or 
some othe: vessel under your command, 

Tho publick, sir, are too well acquainted with tho arbi- 
uary and irritating style peouliar to Lord William Camp. 
bells scoretary, for us to have the least room to imagine, 
that you are tho framer of the letter you sent to Colonel 
Laurens, dated 1st instant. However, we cannot but de- 
clare, that wo know of np “ unprovolred insults” the King’s 
sorvants have received fiom any assembly by authority of 
the people; and, we wish we could say that the conduct 
of the King's prine’pal servant hath not made him an ob- 
ject of the justsesenunent of the publick, Uaving declared 
thoso things, it may not be improper that we just bint to 
you, that we are not destitute of means enabling us to take 
vengeance for any violence you may think proper to pers 
petrate against the shipping bound to, or out fiom this 

oll, . 
J You ought, sir, for very obvious reasons, to have been 
well assured, that /PadZcer, the late gunner, is a prisoner at 
the bauacks, before you in absolute termg declaied that 
he is now a prisoner” there, and thieatoned to dotain a 
coasting vessel until he should be thence discharged and 
sent on board the Tamer. We declare that Walker js not 
in confinement at the barracks, and hfs not been in con- 
finement there since his discharge from thence on his pa- 
role several weeks ago, We do not know where he is; 
but from the strictest inquiry we have treen able to make, 
we have no reason to think he is within this Colony, On 
the contrary, we learn that Lord lliam Campbell des- 
patched bim (and that you are privy to his depmui)to 
St. Augustine, with a Jeuer, as Walker himself has de- 
clardd, to desire that a miliary force might be sent against 
the good people of this Colony. fValleer was landed at 
Savannah, and we bave nethead of him since, 

By the last sentence in, your letter we find you have 
beer? deceived into a belief that Lord William Campbell 
showed great humanity to Captain Manton, of Rhode-L- 
land, who unfortunately fell into bis hands, and that it was 
bona fide Captain Fanton’s interest to employ Walker on 
board his vessel, We have shicily inquued of Captain 
Wanton touching these pomts, and fiom this examination 
we aie able to say, that if Lord MVitlam Campbell's de- 
elaration to Captain fVanion, that his vessel was seized 
under a late act of Parliament, and his sending the Cap- 
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tain, his crew and vessel to proceed to St. Augustine, 
under an armed force on bonrd, in order there to be con- 
demned,eare acts of humanity ; it was certainly “ ungrate- 
ful’! in the Captain gud crew, on the passage, to overpower 
the armed force, and to reseue the vessel fiom an abituar 
seizure; but as Waller was, by Loid Iilliam Campbell, 
aimed, and contrary to the interest of Captain anton, put 
on board his vessel to command, and to conduct her to St. 
Augustine, and for the purpose of condemnation too, we 
cannot undeistand, that in the execution of such a busi- 
ness, he was in the service of Captain Wanton; or that 
Captain anton was guilty of any impropricty in getting 
rid of him as soon as he could by landing him at Se- 
vannah, 


These things, sir, having the greatest appoarance of 


being facts, the most positive declarations to the contiary, 
short of absolute proof, from on board the Cherokee, will 
not alter our determination, or the opinion of the publick on 
those points. 
By order of the Congress. 
To Edward Thornbrough, Commander of the Tamer 
Sloop-of- War, 


Ordered, That the said Letter be immediately engrossed ; 
and that Mr, President do sign the same, and send it by 
the Messenger, to Captain Thornbrough. 

‘And the said Letter was accordingly ongrossed, signed, 
and sout. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the state of tho Co- 
lony have power to send for persons, papeis and records ; 
and that Colonel MMouléirie, and Phomas Leyward, Jun, 
Esq,, bo added to the said Committee. 


Resolved, That the Chureh-wardens of the Paishes of 


St. Philiy and St. Michael, Charlestown, bo desired forth- 
With to summon the inbabitunts of the said town to meet 
in St. Michacl’s Church, on Wednesday noxt, the 8th inst., 
then and there to elect two Representatives, to servo in the 
ide Congress, in the room of George Gabriel Powell, 
isy., who has made his election for the Parish of St. Da- 
vid, and of Sir Edmund Head, Bait., who has declined 
serving. 
Debra That the Secretary do serve the said Church- 
wardens with a copy of the above order. 
Adjourned to nine o’clock, to-morrow morning. 
. ° 


In Congrens, Saturday, Novembor 4, 1776. 

The Congress niet tecording to adjoutnment. 

And the Journal of yesterday was read, 

Mr, President reported, that the Letter which was writ- 
ten yesterday evening to Captain Thornbrough bad boen 
delivered by tho messenger between eleven and twelve 
o’clock last night; and that Captain Thornbrough said * it 
was too Jate to,send an answer; but he woujd send one 
when he had a proper opportunity,” 

On motion, That the Congress be informod why they 
were called omso eaily a day: ‘ 

Road a Lotter to our Delegates at the Continental Con- 
gress, by the Couneil of Safety, dated September 18, 1775. 

Mn Dart, Paygaster to tho First Regiment of loot, 
and, Mr, Huance, Paymaster to the Second Rogiment, 
upplying; the former for Three Thoussnd Five Lundred 
Pounds, and the Jatter for Phree Thousand Pounds to pay 
the Troops; * 

Ordered, That My. President do issue his Warrants for 
the payment of the said sums. 

And Warrants were issucd accordingly, 


Captain Polle, having infommed the Congress that his 

Gompany of Militia Rangers had, adcording to order, 

reps chi Dorchester, likewise applied for Pay, and for 
ers. 

fail, “That Mr, President do issue hig Wariapt for 

ayHent of Five Hundred Pounds to Cuptain Polke, 

for the use’ Qf the said Costpaiy. 
A Warratt was accordingly issued for that sam. 


Ordered, That My. President be desired to write to the 







i 
officer commanding at Dorchester, to take the command of 


Captain Polk's onipany of Militia Rangers; and that 
they do duty there until the. further order of the Congress 
y thereias - mF 

Fourru Sznims,—Vou. ry. 
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Whereupon the following Letter was written : 
In Congross, Charlestown, November 4, 1775. 
Sin: You are hereby ordeied to take under your com~ 
inand Captain Polk's Company of Militia Rangors, until 
further orders therein, 
By order of the Congress: 
Winuian [lenny Drayron, President, 
To the Commanding Officer at Dorchester. 


Resolved, That the lato Committes of Observation be 
revived, and continued duing the sitting of the Congress : 
And that the Chairman thercof be authorized to give per- 
tits, when applied (o for that purpose, for Boats and Vos- 
sels to pass Foit Johnson, in all cases where it may be 
done without prejudice to the Colony. 

Ordered, That the Commander at Fort Johnson be 
served with a copy of the above Resolve, 

Ordered, That the following Letters, and verbal mes- 
sage be printed and made publick: a Letter from the Coun- 
cil of Safety of tho 28th ult., to Captain Thornbrough ; 
Captain Thornbrough’s vabal answer, by Mr. John Cal- 
vert; Captain Lhornbrough’s Lotter of the 8d instant, ta 
Henry Laurens, Esq; and a Letter from this Congress 
of the 8d instant, to Captain Lhornbrough. 

Resolved, That the two Pilot Boats lately taken inlo the 
publick service by the Council of Safoty, bo continued in 
the sorvice, armed and manned as heretofore ; and that they 
be employed in eruizing along the coast, to the northward 
of the Bar, to warn vessels against coming into the har- 
bour of Charlestown, and to advise them to go into other 
ports or inlets in this Colony. 

Ordered, ‘Vhat Mr, President be desired to writo the 
necossary Lette upon this occasion, to Colonel Moultrie, 
and to the Commander of tho said Boats, 

‘Tho following Lotters wero accordingly written: 

In Congions, Charlestown, Novembor 4, 1775, 

Sut: You are hereby ordered to send a dotachment of 
nino privates and a sei geant on board the pilot boat com- 
manded by Captain Joseph Vesey, and one other detach- 
mont of nino privates and a sergeant, on board the pilot 
boat commanded by Captain Thomas Smith, with their 
necossary arms and accoutements, You will inform the 
troops omployed in this service that during their contina- 
ance in it they will be ontitled to receive double pay. 

By order of the Congress: 

Wirwiast Manny Draxror, President, 
Vo Colonel Moultris. 
In Gongrose, Charlestown, Noyombor 4, 1716, 

Sm; You are horeby requested to proceed with the 
pilot boat under your command, having on board a detach- 
mont of tho troops, and osnize for ton days on the const, 
to the northwad of Charlestown bar, in order to speak 
with and warn all vessels bound for Charlestown, not to 
come ovor that bar, ag the man-ofwar is resolved to detain 
all such yessels as shall come within her reach ; but that they 
do proceed to some other port or inlet in this Colony, 

By order of the Congress: 

Winnuias anny Dravron, President. 
To Captuin Joseph Posey. 

A hike Letter was also written to Captain Thomas Smith, 
commandar of the other pilot boat. 

On motion, That the Journals of the Coungil of Safety 
and General Committee, since the adjournment of the late 
Congress, be now read, 

A debate arose; and the question being put, it wag 

Reasolved, in the affirmative. 

The said Journals were accordingly read, beginning at 
the 16th of June Inst, and proceeded in so far as to the 23d, 
page 13. 


Adjourned to six o’clock in the avening, ‘ 


In Congress, Saturday evening, Novembar 4, 1776, 
The Congress met according to adjournment. 4 
A Letter from Captain Zhornbroush, of this date’ 


laid before the Congress, and read. et 
LetiaRohthia 
digest 
jeeralroady 
eat! 






Ordered, That Captain Lharnbrough’s 
date, together with the extiact therain reférh 
ed and made publick, with thé other eorredpot 
ordered, a 
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#Tamor, Robollion Road, Noyombor 4, 1775. 


Sra: Without the aid of any secretary, armed as [ am 
with trath, I can enter the lists even with Mr, MVilliam 
Henry Drayton, when his weapons are sophistry, false- 
hood, and the grossest misepresentation. On after consi- 
deration, I did not think Mr. Lawrens’s letter worthy a 
written answer, as I never directly or indirectly harbored 
the runaway slave of any person, and 1 will answer for the 
gentleman who commands the Cherolec, that his conduct 
has been exactly similar to mine in these matters. It is 
not my business to enter into any detail of the treatment 
the King's representative and the other seivants of Go- 
vernment have met with fiom those assembles which you 
have dignified with the name of the publick; but I have 
prevailed on His Excellency to favour me with an extract 
of his letter to Governor Zonya, at St. Augustine, which 
I now enclose, as it will enable the people of this Province 
to form a judgment of Captain /Panton’s worth and giati- 
tude, as well as of your candor and veracity. As I have 
some reason to think the origmal is in your custody, or in 
that of some of your emissarics, you will hardly dispute its 
authenticity. But to the main purpoit of my letter. While 
I command the King’s ships here, 1 will proce provisions 
by every means in my power, {f the methods ] am under 
a necessity of taking for that purpose should subject Lis 
Majesty’s faithful and loyal people in this Pioyineo to any 
inconveniency, I shall be extemcly sorry ; but they are 
to impute it entirely to those who have plunged this Into 
happy country into misery and distress, and not to ine, who 
have always protected it to the utmost of my power. 

“Tam to acknowledge /Palicer was not your prisoner on 
the late occasion: he is returned; in that point I was smis- 
informed. I shall only add, that I am here determined to 
drop this correspandence, which is a very disagreeable one 
to me, and I shall only expect a speedy and explicit an- 
swer, Lam, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

“Kowanp Tnorysnovan, 
“To William Henry Drayton, Esq.” 


Extract of a Letter from His Excellency the Right Hon. 
Lord Wituam Campnzny, to Governor Tonyn, of Sx. 
Avaustine, 


«# * * The bearer of this is a man who says he was 
bound fiom Newport, m Rhode-Lsland, to Nantucket, in 
a small sloop which he had freighted, but ina hard gale of 
wind was drovo to the southward, without cithor chart or 
quadrant, and with only two landsmen and a boy on board ; 
by a kind of mitacle ho made this harbour yesterday, and 
pushed in at a venture. Tho poor man’s dreadful situa- 
tion fully proved the tiuth of his story, although he had no 
clearance from Newport; and the unfeigned joy he ex- 
pressed when he found himself in safety, left no doubt of 
‘the reality of the distresses he had suffeied, By the late 
aots of Pailianent he might bo considered as a legal prize, 
but Captain Thornbrough, of the Zamer, and Mr, Purgus- 
son, (who commands the Cherokee,) had too much bumani- 
ty'to think of that, though we wore all n good den) difti- 
cultied what to do with him. Return ho could not, and it 
would have been highly improper, as well as impolitick, to 
have suffered him to gato Ci harlataisa, in the present situa~ 
tion of affairs there, as he had been only nine days fiom 
Newport, and not above a month ago was in the Rebels’ 
gathp near Boston. I therefore proposed sending him to 
St. Augustine, which Captains Thornbrough and Furgus- 
son readily agreed to, at the same time genetously offering 
to supply his little wants, and the man most cheet fully and 
with great thankfulness acquiésced, This arrangement 
gave me the more satisfaction, as it enabled me to furnish 
your Excellency with many particulars you will be anxious 
to. know of the state of affairs to the northward, by means 
of this skipper, who you will find sensible and intelligent. 
His cargo consists of cider, apples, and cheese, and I shall 
be happy if it proves a seusonable supply of those articles 
to your Province, at this juncture, Captain Janes has 
given him a fow lines to a friend of his in the mercantile 
way, to assist him in making the most of jt, and procuring 
-some employment for his bark (ill the summer, before which 
time be cannot venture to raturn home. To assist in navi-~ 
gaging thie vessel, and at the same time to plevent any 
siltempt to run her into any ef the little harbours on this 
coast, have directed the gunner of Fort Johnson, one 
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Waller, (an old seaman, and a poor man who has been 
cruelly treated by tho Charlestown peoplo,) to go in her to 
Augustine, and your Excellency will be so obliging as to 
send him back by tho first opportunity.” 

Ordered, That Mr, Presidet be desired to take Captain 
Wenton’s Affidavit upon the subject mentioned in the 
extract, and also to prepare a Resolution, on the present 
correspondence with Captain Lhornbrough ; and the Affida- 
vit to be taken, to be laid before the Congress. 

Road a Letter fiom Captain Blake of this date, 

Resolved, That Captain Joseph Vesey and Captain Tho- 
mas Smith be allowed Pay, at the rate of filty Pounds 
por (lunar) month, while they are employed in the publick 
service as commanders of the two armed Pilot Boats. 


Rend a Letter from the Committee of the New-dequi- 
sition, dated October 4, L775, 

Ordered, That the Seoretary do now, procead in reading 
to the Congress tho Journals of the Council of Safoty. 

And they were read accordingly, from June 26, page 
14, to July 12, page 33, 

Adjourned to Monday morning, nine o’clock. 

In Gongross, Monday, Novombor 6, 1778, 


The Congress met according to adjounment. 
And yesterday’s Journal was rond. 


Ordered, That Mr, President be requested (o direct 
Licutenant-Colonol Zhompson, of tho Rangers, to sond 
Isaac Jordan, a private in his Rogiment, charged with 
horse stealing and broaling jail at Cheraws, and couse 
him to be delivered to the Sori of Cheraws District, or 
his Deputy, or to the keepor of tha common pl 

Mr. Prosident, agreeablo to the request of the Congress, 
laid before them an Affidavit of Captain John Wanton, 
taken before Peter Bounetheau, J, P., November 6, 1775. 

Which being read, is as follows : 

“Souru-Caronswa, Charlestown District, 

«This day personally appeared befare me, John Wanton, 
Captain of a sloop fiom Mhode-Island, who being duly 
swoin, sayeth: That on or about the twelfth of October lust, 
he arrived in Rebellion Road, near Charlestown, in the 
Colony aforesaid, when Captain Thornbrough, of the Tamer 
sloop-of-war, caused his vessel to auchor under his stern, 
and caused him, the sdid deponent, to go on board the 
Cherolcee, to speak with Lord Milliam Campbell, That 
after the said Lird Filliam Campbell had inquired into 


the depouent’s case, he told him, that by the lato acts of 


Parliamant his sloop was liable to be seized, and that he 
should, in discharge of his duty, sond him to St, dugus- 
tine; this deponent apprehending in order to be condemned: 
And afterwards his mate informed him, that an officer fom 
on board the Zamer privately acquainted him, thé said 
mato, that Lad PAlam Campbell had determined to send 
tho deponent’s vessel to St, Augustine, iv order to be con- 
demned, 

“That the said Lerd William Campbell, mgainst the cou- 
sent of the snid deponent, caused an armed foree to be put 
on board his vessel, to conduct her to St. Augustine. That 
Lord William Campbell did not make fim, the deponent, 
a bearer of any letter to Governor Tonyn, That he, the 
deponent, never did tell Lord Wilkam Campbell that be 
had two Jandsmen on board, having in reality two good 
seamen and a boy, who were fully sufficient to guard his 
vessel. ‘That on the passage towards Si. Augustine, one 
Walker, who, by Lord William Gampbell, was PL on 
his, the deponent’s vessel, to command her, told him’ we 
depgnent, that he had a lester ftom Lord William Camp. 
bell, to GovernoreLonyn, with strict ortlers, that if he was 
in any danger of being taken by the Americans, he should 
be sure to sink the said letfer in the sea, with two swivel 
bullets, which the said deponent saw, and which the said 
Walker told him had been delivered to him for that pur- 
pose. And the said Walker also told him, the deponent, 
that Lord H4iKam Campbell's secretary had told him, that 
the Jetter was to desire that soldiers should be sent*to 
Charlestown from St. Augustine, And further this depo- 
nent sayeth not, Joun Wanton, 


“Sworn before me, this 6th of November, 1775. 
* Peter Boungrueav, Justice of Peace.”, 
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Mr, President’then laid before the Congress a Resolu- 
tion, as pioper to be entered into by this Congress, upon 
the present correspondence with Captain Zhornbrough, 
and the Affidavit of Captain Wanton, 

i Which being read was mended and agreed to, as fol- 
OWS ¢ 

Resolved, That Captain Thornbrough’s Letter of the 
4th instant, directed “'Lo Milttam Llenry Drayton, isq.,” 
in answer to a Letter of the 8d instant, wiote by him as 
President, contains expressions as unmetited us unbecoming 
the pen of a gentleman, and therefore unexpected from 
Capt. Thorngrough. That because Lord Millian Camp- 
bell has favoured Captain Thornbrough “ with an extract 
of his Letter to Governor Zonyn,” it does not thence fol- 
low, that the extract was faithfully made; and this Con- 
gress not having seen the original Letter, or any other 
extiact fiom it, ought to remember we have just cause 
not to credit any thing from Lord PVilliam Combe, which 
is not supported by absolute proof; neither does the ex- 
tiact prove that Lord Hilliam Campbell did not write 
another Letter to Governor Zonyn, to desire that Tioops 
should be sent against the good people of this Colony, and 
that Captain PPanton’s Sloop should be condemned at St. 
Augustine. On the contrary, in tho Affidavit this day 
made by the said Captain Wanton, and laid before this 
Congress, there is renson to conclude, that Lord /Mil- 
liam Campbell did actually write to Governor Lonyn, as 
well to procure Troops, as to cause Captain Fanton’s 
Sloop to be condemned. And as this impoitunt Letter 
has never appeared to the publick, it is not improbable, 
either that Governor Zonyn has icceived it, or that Wal- 
ker has destroyed it; and that the extract in question, even 
if it is a faithful one, is from a Letter written only as a 
mask to the other, and with intention, if necessary, to be 
delivered up to the publick, 

Ordered, That Captain IPanton’s Afidavit, and Reso- 
lution thercupon, be printed and made publick, with the 
other papers already ordered and relative thereto. 


The Rev. Mr, Tennent, fiom the Committee appointed 
to inquile into Mr, Dunn’s conduct since his enlargoment 
upon his parole, delivered in the following Report: 

“ Report of the Committee, &e. 

“That there appeared before them Mr. Lang, a mem- 
ber of this Congress, and a Dr. Redman Burke, as evi- 
dences against Mr, Dunn. . 

Mr, Lang declared, that on the 81st of October, being 
at Mv, Hatfield's Tavern, be heard a stuanger to him, who 
he since finds is the Mr. Duna in question, niguing wanly 
in favour of Ministerial menses, He cannot remember 
the whole of the conversation, but recollects particulutly, 
that Mx. Dunn declared, (we [menning plainly fiom the 
run of his discourse, the Americans] had no right to pre- 
sclibe to the Princa and Pailiamont.? And, by way of 
burlesque, ‘that he, Mr Dunn, was a tory, and had called 
his stray dog Tory,’ and, that through tho whole of his 
discourse, he so spoke as highly offended him, Mv. Lang, 
although he did not know the restrictions which at that 
time lay upon Mr. Dunn, 

“Dr, Burke witnesses, that Mr. Dunn appeared to him 
to be much in liquor, and spoke somewhat iv favour of the 


American cause, But at different times did so speak against 


ity ag that nothing but drunkenness could excuse him. 
«Upon the whole, your Committes aia of opinion, that 
his imprudent conduct was, in a gieal degree, the result of 
intoxication, and recommend it to the Congiess, that Mr. 
Dunn be admonished to be mote cautious for the future.” 
eRe dered, That Mr. Dunn be summoned to attend this 
Vongress, at their meeting to-morrow. 
«he Congress being informed Mr. Nethan Legare had 
Witten a Letter offering to supply the Man-of-War with 
Ryovisions and Wood, and that the Letter was in the pos- 
session of the Commander at Fort Johnson 3 
Ondoned, That Me, President be requested to prdcure 

the saidxLatter; and that Mr. Nathan Legaré be sum- 
moned to algend this Congiess at ten o’clock on Tharsday 
momings =. , . 


Read a Letter fro Col - 
erie olonel Thomas Neel, dated Octo 
Ordered, That the Seovetary do now proceed in 1¢eading 
thé Jourtals of the late Coundil of Safety, 
* * 
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The said Journals were accotdingly read to July 26, 
inclusive, page 84. 


Adjourned to five o'clock, in the afiernoon. 


In Congress, Monday aftcanoon, Novombor 6, 1775. 

‘The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Mr, President repoited, that he had written to Colonel 
Thomson, to Mr. Legaré, and to the Commander of Fot 
Johnson, agreeable to the order of Congress this morning. 

Ordered, That the Lists of the Members be called over 
at every meeting of the Congress, and that the absentees 
be fined, as heretofore ordered. 

Tho Lists was called over accordingly. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do procced in reading the 
Journals of the late Council of Safety. 

Orde ed, That the reading of the Journals of the Coun- 
cil of Safety be postponed. 

Information being Inid before the Congress, that Patricz 
Cunningham had seized the publick Gunpowder sent by the 
late Cotncil of Safety to bo distributed among the Chero- 
ieee Indians; and that a person is now in Charlestown 
who saw tho seize aloresaid: 

Ordered, That one of the Messengers do immediately 
endeavour to find out the said peison, and cause him to 
appear before this Congress. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do procoed in reading the 
Journals of the lato Council of Safety. 

And the Journals wero read accordingly, to the 1th of 
August, inclusive, page 127. 

Ordered, That Mr. President, Colonel Laurens, and 
Colonel Parsons, be a Committee to quire into, and ex- 
amine touching the conduct of Patrick Cunningham, in 
seizing the publick Gunpowder aforesaid, and to report to 
this Congress, 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow motning. 

In Congnosa, ‘uostay, Novombor 7, 1775, 


The Congross met accoiding to adjournment, 

And yesterday’s Journals were read. 

A return was made from the Parish of St, John, Colle- 
ton County, whereby it appeais that Ralph Izard, Esq. 
had, ov the 6th instant, been unanimously elected to serve 
in the present Congress, as a Representative for the said 
Parish, in the room of Thomas Legaré, Jun., Esq., who 
declined serving. 


Read a Letter from John Moore, Esq., dated 6th inst., 
declining to serve in tho present Congress for the Parish 
of St. Thomas and St. Dennis, 

Resolved, That tha Chuch-wardens of the Parish of 
St. Thomas and St, Dennis, be deshed forthwith to sum- 
ton the inhabitants of the said Paish to meet, on Zvesday 
next, the L5th instant, in order, by ballot, to choose a Re- 
presentative of the said Parish, to serve in the prosent 
Congress, in the room of John Moore, Esq., who has de- 
clined seiving. - 

Ordered, 'That the Seoretary do cause a copy of the 
above Resolve to be forthwith transmitted to the Chureh- 
wardens of said Parish. 


Mr, John Duin, summoned to attend this day, was 
called in, and reprimanded fiom the Chair, in words to the 
following purport: 

“Mr, Dunn; You was sent to this Colony as a person 
inimical to the liberties of America; and as so obnoxious a 
person, you have been for somo time held in close confing- 
ment in Charlestown, by publick authority. Upon your 
pressing entreaties to the late Geneial Committee, you was 
latoly enlarged upon your parole, having fist voluntarily 
taken an oath to observe a conduet of strict neutrality, ahd 
that you neither would directly or indirectly, in any shape, 
interfere in the present unhappy disputo *between Grea¢ 
Britainand America, You have been charged before this 
Congress with having violated that oath; and the Comaftt- 
tee appointed by this Congiess to examine you: 6 see 
subject and henr your defence, have thereon-reposieiiln 
stich terms as induced the Congress to order si rund 
ance to-day, and to direct mia to reprehend ype ast con- 
duct; to admonish you to a more siriow obhe nee of your, 
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engagement; and to declare to you, that if you transgress 
again, you will be committed a close prisoner to the con 
mon jail.” 

Altor which Mr. Dunn was dismissed. 

Mr. Jonathan Scoté gave an information of a very serious 
nature, desiring to be authorized by this Congress to prose- 
cute a further inquiry; whereupon it was signified to him 
that the Congress did authorize him accordingly. 


Mr. President laid before the Congress an information 
upon onth, taken this day before Zhomas Bee, Esq., touch- 
ing a quantity of Ammunition being taken by force of arms, 
by Patrick Cunningham, from a detachment of Rangers. 

Ordered, That Colonel Zhomson bo summoned to 
attend, 

And he being introduced into the Congress, delivered 
in an Affidavit made on the 6th instant, by John Joseph 
Witmer, before John Purves, Esq., relative to the taking 
the publick Ammunition, by Patrick Cunningham, And, 

Colonel Thomson declaring that the Ammunition taken, 
was sant by the late Council of Safety, to be distibuted 
amongst the Cherolcees; and that Lieutenant Charlton com- 
manded tho detachment from whom Patick Cunningham 
took the Ammunition stated in the information and Affida- 
yits, 

Ordered, That Mr. Arthur Middleton, the Rev, Mr, 
Tennent, Mr. Ferguson, Capt. Charles Cotesworth Pinck- 
ney, and My. Salvador, be a Committee immediately to 
tako into their consideration the above information and 
Affidavits, and to report therenpon, And 

Ordered, That Lieutenant Charlton ho immediately put 
under arrest, and brought to Charlestown; and that Mr. 
President do issua orders accordingly. 


Ordered, That Mr, President be desired to write to 
Captain Pearis, informing him that the Ammunition sent 
to be distributed among the Jndéans has heen violently 
taken by Patrick Cunningham, in contempt of publick au- 
thority, 

Ordered, That the Committee at Dorchester be direct- 
od to supply the Troops there with a proper quantity of 
Powder and Ball in their Cartouch Boxes; and that the 
Presidont do issue orders accordingly. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do now proceed in reading 
the Journals of the late Council of Safety. 

And the said Journals were read accordingly to the 13th 
of August, inclusive, page 140, 

Ordered, That the lurther reading of the said Journals 
bo postponed, 


Mr. Arthur Middleton, from tho Committeo to whom 
was referred tha considoration of the two Affidavits relative 
to the seizure of tho publick Ammunition by Patricl Cun- 
ningham, veporled thereon, 

And the said Report being taken into immediate consi- 
daration, was ancaual and agreed to, as follows: 

Whereas information, on oath, hath been made and Inid 
before this Congress, that on or about the Bd day of this 
instant, November, at or near a place called the Jtdgee, in 
Ninety-Siv District, Patrick Cunningham, Henry O'Neal, 
Llugh Brown, David Reese, Nathaniel Howard, Henry 
Green, with sundry other persons, about sixty in number, 
did, by force of arms, rob a certain wagon in the service 
of the publick, feloniously taking therefrom a quantity of 
Lefd, and sandry kegs of Gunpowder, containing about 
one thousand weight, intended as presents for the Cherokee 
Indians ; and that the above persons, haying first disarmed 
a panty of Rangers, who escorted the said wagon, did 
violently carry off the said Powder and Lead, to the great 
J08s and damage of the publick, in violation of the publick 
epee in open contempt of the publick authority; there- 

y exposing the frontier inhabitants of the Colony to the 
depredations and honors of an Indien War. And whereas 
there is an absolute’ necessity of crushing such dangerous 
attempts’ to dosyoy the peace of the Colony, by bringing 
such atrocious offenders to condign punishment : 

Resolved, That tho boslies of the said Patrick Cunning- 
ham, Henry O'Neal, Lugh Brown, David Reese, Na- 
thaniel Howard, Henry Green, and their aiders and abet- 
térs, ought forthwith to be apprehended, and under a strong 
gard conveyed to Charlestown, to be tried for their of- 
i és; and that every endeavour ought to be used to re- 


cover ‘the Gunpowder and Lead, feloniously, ia violation 
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of the publick peace, and contemptuously, taken as aforo- 
said. 

Ordered, That Colonel Richard Richardson do furth- 
with assemble and march six companies of tho Rangers, 
Captain Ezekiel Polf’s compthy of Volunteers, draughts 
of Militia from Col. Richardson's, Col. William Thome 
son’s, Colonel John Savage's, Colonel Thomas Neel's, 
and Colonel Jokn Thomas’s regiments of Militia, and 
with such ‘l'voops pursue such instructions as shall from 
tine to time, by order of the Congress, or the Council of 
Salety for the time being, be signified to him by the Presi- 
dent. ‘ 

Ordered, That Mr. President be dosired to prepare pro- 
por instructions for Colonel Richardson, to be laid before 
the Congress to-morrow morning. 


Adjourned to nine o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


* 
In Congrons, Wodnondayf Novomber 8, 1775, 


Tho Congress met according to adjournment. 
And the Journal of yesterday was read. 


Mr. President laid before the Congress the draught he 
had been desired to prepare of Instructions and Orders pro- 
per to be given to Colonel Richardson. 

Which being immediately taken under consideration, 

A motion was made, That the Pay of the Privates in 
the Militia, to bo employed under Colonel Richardson, be 
augmented to ten Shillings currency per day, 

A. dobate ensued ; and the question being put, the Con- 
gress divided, 

Tho yeas wont forth; for the question 51, against the 
question 49. 

So that it passed in the affirmative, 

Tellers For the yeas, Hon, Mr. Lowndes, 
» 0 For the nays, Mr, A. Middleton, 


Resolved, That the Pay of the Militia Privates, to serve 
under Colonel Richard Richardson, ha augmented to ten 
Shillings per day, during the time they shall be in actual 
servica, 

And the said draught of Instructions and Orders being 
gone through, and amended, was agreed to in the words 
following : 


By order af Congress, 


To Colonel Ricuarn Ricuanvson. 

Sin: There being a necessity of assembling six compa~ 
nies of the roginrent of Rangers, @aptain Polk's compa- 
ny of Volunteers, and draughts of Militia, to act in the 
interior parts of this Colony; and you being the eldest 
field officer now ordered upon this service, of course the 
command of the detachments upon this service vests in 
you. And hereby you aro ordered to draught from your 
vegimont of Militia, including Militia volunteers, and to 
demand of Colonel Filliam Dhomson, Colonel John 
Savage, Colonel Thomas Neel, and Colonel John Tho- 
mas, or the commanding officer in cach of thosa regiments 
(including Militia yplunteers) present, respectively, and 
they, and oach of them, are hereby ordered to supply you 
with such numbers of men, with their officers, to be draught 
ed from those or any of those regimepis, in order to act 
under your command, as you shall judge necessary. - 

On the 8d day of this instant, November, Patrick Cun+ 
ningham, Henry O’Neal, Hugh Brown, David Reese, 
Nathaniel Uoward, Henry Green, and sundry other armed 
persons unknown, did, in Ninety-Siw Disttict, cause and 
raise a dangerous insurrection and commotion, and, did, 
near Aine Creek, in the said District, feloniously taki 
quantity of ammunition, the,property of the publick, and in 
contempt of the .publick authority; Therefore, you are 
hereby instructed and ordered, with the troops aforesaid, 
or any part of them, to mardh, and to act in such inanver ns 
you shall deem expedient, te seize and to apprehend, and 
with “thoso troops or any part of them, you are hereby 
ordered to endeavour to seize and to appreliend the bodies 
of Patrick Cunningham, Henry O'Neal, Hugh Brown, 
David Reese, Nathaniel Howard, Henry Green, Jacob 
Bochman, alias Jacob Bowman, together with their aidets 
and abetters in the taking or carrying away, or detaining, 
or secreting, or using and expending the ammunitign afore- 
said, or any part of it: And having apprehended the bodies 
of the said offenders, or the body of any of then, Such 
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bodies or body you are ordered, with all convenient expe- 
dition to the service, to cause to be under a strong guard 
conveyed to Charlestown ; at all times using your best en- 
deayowr to recover the ammunition felontously and con- 
temptuously taken, as I hae already mentioned. And in 
general, you are to do all such things as in your opinion 
shall be necessary oflectually to suppress the present insur- 
rection, and to intimidate all persons from attempting any 
insurrection in future, 

You are not to allow any of the Militia companics or 
Militia volunteers, to take the field on horseback; Militia 
horses, being, by experience, found to be an oncumbrance 
to the men on a military expedition, 

The Militia engaged in this service will he entitled to 
receive, the privates a daily pay of ten shillings currency, 
and the rations equal to what is received by the regiments 
of regular Infantry in the publick service; and while tho 
Rangers are encamped with tho Militia, the Rangers are 
entitled to receive daily rations; of all which you are 
ordered to cause exact accounts to be kept, and also regu- 
lar muster lists of the Militia. 

In case of any disobedience in the Militia, you aro to 
cause every such disobedience to be punished agreeable to 
the Militia law in time of alarm. You will from time to 
time send information to the President, of your motions and 
proceedings. These instructions and orders are to be pub- 
lickly read to the troops, and you are to obey all such 
further instructions and orders as shall, under the authority 
of Congress, or Council of Safety for the time being, be 
signified to you by the Prosident, 

T have the honour to be, Sir, your most humble ser- 
vant, 

Ordered, That the above Letter of Instructions and 
Orders be engrossed, signed by the President, and by him 
delivered to Colonel Richardson. 

Ordered, That Mr. President he desired forthwith to 
write to Colonel Thomas Fletchall, John Ford, Thomas 
Green, Evan McLaurin, and Benjamin Wofford, or either 
of them, in pursuance of tho treaty signed at Ninoty-Ste, 
on the 16th of September Inst, making requisition for tho 
surrender and dehvery of the bodies of Patrick Cunning- 
ham, his associates, aiders, and abotters, 

Ordered, That Mr, President do transmit to Majer 
Andrew Williamson the thanks of this Congress for his 
conduct in causing the body of Robert Cunningham to be 
approhendod and sent to Charlestown; and also for his 
conduct in embodying.tho Milidda for opposing the Insur- 
rection caused by Patrick Cunningham and his occom- 
plices, 

Upon information, that a brother toO’Nead and a broth- 
er to Bochman, who wero concerned in the lato seizuro of 
Powder by Patrick Curningham, were in town: 

Ordered, That Captain Sumpter, Cnptain dood, and 
Mr, Board, do make immediate inquiry afer tho said O? 
Neal and Bockman, and also Thomas Yates, and cause 
them to appear before this Congress. 

Captain Sumpter being returned, roported, That he with 
Captain Food and Mr. Beard, had made diligent inquiry 
after O'Neal, Bochman, and Yates, from place to place, 
but could not megt either of them. Lowever, they bad 
been well informed that such persons had actually been 
in town; that they had purchased some goods, and that 
although they wgre said to be gone, there was reason to 
believe they were still in town, And that it was their 
opinion Mr, Rugeley might give some further information. 
aietdorad, That Golonel Laurens and Captain Cattell 
25 forthwith proceed to Mr, Rugeley’s, and desire he will 
permit them to see tho entries on his books of yesigrday 
and this day. . 

‘tGolonel Lattrens boing yelurned, reported, that Mr. 
‘Rugeley had permitted them to examine his books; that 
iligre'wis % parcel of goods *vhich appearad to belgng to 
one of the persons sought after, but that he declared ho 
knew neither of them, or whether they wore still in town. 

Ordered, That Colonel Paxsons and Mr, Bee be a 
Committee to prepate the daught of a Letter to the Coun- 
cil of Safety in Georgia, respecting their Jate distribution 
of Ganpowder among the Indian Traders, wherein Messrs. 
Campbell & Son were overlooked. 


Adjourned to nine o'clock, ‘to-morrow morning, 
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In Congress, Thursday, Novombor 9, 1775. 

The Congross met according to adjournment. 

And yesterday’s Journal was read. 

Information being laid before the Congress that Thomas 
Brown passed yesterday through Dorchester, probably to 
inerease the commotion raised in the back country by 
Patrick Cunningham, 

Ordered, That Mr. President do immediately issue his 
Warrant for apprehending the said Patrick Brown. 

And the following Warrant was accordingly issued : 

In Provincial Congress, Novomber 9, 1775. 

Sin: You are ordered, without delay, to use the most 
oftectual means for apprehending and bringing to Charles- 
town the body of Thomas Brown, charged before this 
Congress with having violated the treaty of Ninety-Sia. 
And in the performance of this service you are authori~ 
zed to impress horses from any person ar persons, to whom 
reasonable allowances will be made for all horses so impres- 
sed: And for which this shall be your warrant. 

By order of Congress: 

Wits Henry Drayron, President. 


Vo Licutenant-Colonel FMilliam Thomson, 


A Return was made, declaring John Larleston, Esq,, to 
have been, on the 8th instant, duly elected a Representa- 
tive of the Parish of St John, Berkely County, in the 
room of the lato Edward Larleston, Usq. 

Read a Letter from the abovenamed Jodn Earleston, 
Lsq., declining to serve. 

Resolved, hat the Churech-wardens of the Parish of 
St, John, Berkely County, be desired forthwith to sum- 
mon the inhabitants of tho said Parish, to meet at the 
usual placo of olection, on Thursday, the {6th inst, thore 
and then by bullot to choose another Representative of the 
suit Parish, to serve in the present Congress in the room 
of John Larleston, Jisq., who has refused to serve, 

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing Resolve be 
forthwith sent to the Church-wardens of the said Purish. 


Mr. President laid before the Congress draughts of 
several Letters, which he had prepared by their order; 
which being read, were amended, and approved, in the fol- 
lowing words : 

In Congross, Charloatown, Novombor 9, 1776. 

Whereas information, on oath, hath boon made and Inid 
before the Congress, that on the 3d day of this inst., Noven= 
ber, Patrick Cunningham, Henry O'Neal, Uugh Brown, 
David Reese, Nathaniel Howard, and Henry Green, with 
sundry armed persons, did, from a detnchinent of Rangers, 
tako a quantity of Gunpowder and Lead, the propaity of 
tho publick, and which were then on the road proceeding 
under the orders of the late Council of Safety ; where- 
fore, in pursuance of (he treaty made at the camp, near 
Ninety-Six, on the 16th day of September last, by ordor 
of Congress, 1 now do hereby make roquisition, that the 
said Patrick Cunningham, Lenry O'Neal, Mugh Brown, 
David Reese, Nathaniel Howard, and Henry Green, to- 
gether with their aiders and abetters, be, hy you or one of 
you, surrendered und delivered up to the authority of Con- 
gress, in order that they may be tried for their offence against 
their authority. 

Robert Cunningham haying, ever since the late Con- 
gress, constantly declared that he was not included in jt; 
and having under his hand, in a publick letter to me, de- 
clared the same, he has been, for his bad practices in 
endeavouring to raise commotions against the authority of 
Congress, apprehended, and he is now confined in jail, 
where he enjoys every convenience and accommodation 
his situntion can admit. This tender treatment he receives 
from our humanity, and not from his merits. 

By ordor of Congross : ; 

Wiutaam Denny Drayron, President, 
To Col. Thomas Fletehall, and Mossrs, John Ford, Thomas 
Greer, Euan MeLawin, and Benjamin Wofford. 


Charlestown, Novembor 8, 7s, G 
Sin: In consequence of my engagement with the Gend 
Warrior and the Cherokee Indians, that a qui ine 
powder and lead should be sent to them from, fi town , 
the Council of Safety sent-aconsiderable ie y of am- 
i the road to 
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thom almost as far as Minety-Six, was taken by Patrick 
Cunningham and a considerable number of men, who 
would not allow the ammunition to proceed to the Che o- 
kees. The Congress have just ordered Colonel Richardson, 
with the rangers and militia, immediately to proceed to 
apprehend the King’s mad people concerned in this dasing 
act, In order that they being brought to condign punish- 
ment, theeby all other men may be effectually deterred 
from imitating so criminal a conduct. 

You will be so good as to cause these particulars to be 
generally published and made known to the Indians, that 
they may at once see that the headmen of South- Carolina 
are faithful to their engagements, and that they will not 
suffer their lawful authority to be trampled upon with im- 
punity. By order of Congress: 

Iam, Sir, your most humble servant, 

Witziam Henny Dravron, President. 


To Captain Richard Pearis. 

P, S, You will assure the Jndzaus, that, a3 soon as the 
powder and lead, or any part of jt, is retaken, it will be 
forwarded to them without delay. 


To Major Anonew Wrurtamson. 

Sin: Tam directed to transmit to you the thanks of this 
Congress for your conduct in causing the body of Jobert 
Cunningham to be apprehended and sent to Charlestown ; 
and also for your conduct in embodying the militia, and 
opposing the insurrection caused by Patrick Cunningham 
and his accomplices, 

It is with groat pleasure that T transmit these acknow- 
lodgments of your services, knowing how justly you de- 
serve them; and I have no doubt but that you will con- 
finue to merit the thanks of your country. 

1 enclose a copy of the instructions and orders to Colone) 
Richardson, and you will regulate your conduct thereupon. 
You ate hereby ordered, with the militia under your com- 
mand, to act against the insurgents with the utmost vigour, 
and that you will be attentive to tho seewity of Fort Char- 
dotte. By order of Congiess: 

F have the honour to be, Sir, your most humble servant, 

Wauttan Henry Dravron, President, 

VP.5. The enclosed to Captain Pearis, informing him 
of the svizure of the ammunition by Patrick Cunningham, 
and recommending to him to make the Indians properly 
acquainted with that transaction, you are desired to for- 
ward immediately by express. 


On motion, Resolved, That Colonel Fichardson'be in- 
mediately supplied with one thousand pounds weight of 
Gunpowder, ba in proportion, two thousand Flints, and 
two Cohorns, if he dosives thom. 

The following order was thereupon issued; 

In Congross, Charlostown, Noyombor 9, 1775. 

Ordered, That Captain Robert Cochran do forthwith 
dcliver to Colonel Richard Richardson’s order, one thou- 
sand weight of Musket Powder, to be taken from the 
Magazine at Dorchester; Lead in proportion, and two 
thousand Flints; with two Cohorns, and the proper stores 
thereto belonging, if he shall require the same. 

By order of Congress: 

Wuurian Henry Duayron, President, 
To Robert Cochran, Esq., Colony Powder Receiver and 

Ofdnance Storekeeper. 

On motion, Resolved, That the sum of Four Thousand 
Pounds currency be advanced out of the Colony Treasury, 
and placed in the hands of Colonel Richard Richardson ; 
to he accounted for, on the expedition under his command. 

nd the President issued his Warrant for that sum ac- 
cordingly. 

On motion, Resolved, That the present Guard at Dor- 
chester be immediately augmented with two Companies 
from the Provingjal Regiments of Infantry. 

The following order was accordingly drawn, and sent to 
Colonel Moultrie: 

In Congress, Charlestown, November 9, 1775, 

Sim: You are to detach two companies from the Provin- 
cial regiments of foot, under such command as you shall 
judge most proper for the service, to mach immediately for 
Drkgete, for re-enforcing th€ troops already there, and for 
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offectually guarding the cannon, gunpowder, stores and 
publick records, at that place, till furthor orders from this 
Congress, or authority derived therefrom, ° 

You ara to give orders that a sufficient number of ne- 
goes now in the publick servic® be obtained from the Com- 
mittee of Dorchester, to remove the cannon now lying 
near the water side, to a spot most safe and convenient 
near the fort or barracks, with special orders to the senti- 
nels to prevent any person’s handling or going near them, 
without proper authority, 

By order of Congress: 

Wicuram Henry Drayvon, Prestdent, 

Robert William Powell, and Alewander Gillon, Eesqrs., 
wore returved, as duly clected on the 8th instant, to serve 
as Representatives in the present Congress for the Pa- 
rishes of St, Philip and St. Michael, Charlestown, in the 
room of George Gabrial Powell, Usq., and Sir dmund 
Head, Bavt., the former serving for &. David's Parish, 
and the Iattcr having declined to servo.® 

On motion, Resolved, That Colonel Moultrie be ordered 
to detach and post a Guard at the most proper place be- 
yond Mr, Rugeley’s store, to examine strictly all suspected 
Wagons coming into or going out of Charlestown, and also 
every person suspected of proccedings prejudicial to the 
welfare of the Colony, or of tho common cause, 

On motion, Peter Bounethean, Tesq., was appointed as- 
sistant to the Secrotary of this Congress. 

Colonal Parsons reported the draught of a Letter, whieh 
ho and Mr, Bee had yesterday been desired to prepare, to 
the Council of Salety in Georgia, relative to Mr. Camp 
bell’s application to this Congress for Gunpowder. 

The said Diaught being read, was amended, and agreed 
to as follows : 

Charlestown, Novombor 9, 1775, 

Genriuvun: Mr. Campbell has applied to the Provin- 
cinl Congiess now sitting here, acquainting them, “ that 
though you have allowed certain quantities of powder to 
soverul other houses concerned in the Indian trade at Aue 
gusta, yot you had omitted to let his house have any, be- 
cause all his powder, threa thousand two hundred pounds 
weight, was brought into this Colony, and that by your 
making such a distinction, he is likely to be a great suf- 
ferer”? The Congress, therefore, have desired me to sig- 
nify to you, gentlomen, that it is their wish that you would 
spare Mr, Campbell five hundred pounds weight of the 
powder in your possession, and that they cannot entertain 
a doubt of your doing so, as it will ‘be consistent with the 
promises made by you, particularly by Captain Elbert and. 

t. Habersham, to Captains Joiner and Barnwell, that all 
the traders should be put upon a footing, Rather than all 
the traders should not be upon an equal foating, we would, 
if practicable, have supplied Mr. Campbell out of what is 
in this Colony, but we are now rendered less able, as we 
have just received intelligence that one thousand pounds 
weight of powder, which we were sending to the Chero- 
kees, has been, near Ninety-Siv, seized and taken away 
by one Patrick Cuttingham (whose brother Robert we 
have here in custody) and some other malcontonts there, 
against whom we are, at a considorable expense, sending 
an army that we hope will bring them t@ reason, 

[ have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient 
servant. ; 

By order of Congress. n 

Wuuiam Henny Dravron, President, « 
Honourable Council of Safety, at Sayannah, , 

On motion, Resolved, That no Member depart this Cor. 
gress without leave. 6 

Ordered, That aj] such absent Members as can be con- 
veniently sent to, be summoned to give immedinte attend- 
ance on the service of the Colony in Congress; and that 
such summonses be despatched by express. 

Adjourned to six o’clock, in the evening. ' 

In Congross, Thursday evening, Novombor 9, 1775. ; 

The Congress met according to adjournment, - 

And Peter Bounetheau, Esq., was sworn in Assistant, 
Secretary to the Congress, and entered upon the duiy.of 
that office. Poe 


Read a Letter from Captain Edward Blaice, dated-this 


o 
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day, relative to an armed Schooner having arrived at St, 
Augustine from Boston, in order tg eruize upon this coast. 
Ordered, That the following Letter be immediately sent 


to Captain Tufts : Charlestown, Novombeor 9, 1775, 


Sm: You are hereby ordered immediately to repair 
with the schooner Defence, under your command, to the 
mouth of Wappoo Creek, where you aro expected to arrivo 
by daylight, and to give your personal attendance on the 
President directly after your anival, 

By order of Congress: 

Wituram Henry Drayron, President. 
Captain Simon Tufts, of the Colony Schooner Defence. 

Ordered, That a Schooner be provided to enable the 
Colony Schooner Defence to pass through MVappoo Cut ; 
and that the Defence be, with all possible despatch, properly 
vietualled and supplied with all necessary stores. 

Ordered, That,Colonel Moultrie do forthwith detach a 
Captain with thirty-five able Privates on boad the Schooner 
Defence, and that Mr. President do issue orders for that 
purpose, 

The following order was accordingly drawn: 

Charlestown, Novemboi 9, 1775. 

Sm: You are hereby ordered to detach a Captain and 
thirty-five able nion of the regiments under your command, 
who are to act as marines, and are to embark to-moriow, 
on boad the Colony Schooner Defence, commanded by 
Captain Simon Tufts, until furthor orders. 

have the honour to be, Sir, your most humble servant. 
By order of Congress : 
Winoram Henny Drayron, President. 
To Colonel Moultrie. 


On mation, That orders be issued to tho Commanding 
Officer at Fort Johnson, by every military operation, to 
endeavour to oppose the passage of any British Naval 
Armament that may attempt to pass that post, 

A debate arose, and the question being put, resolved in 
the afirmative. 

Whereupon the following order was immediately issued, 
signed by the Presidont: 

Charlostown, Noyombor 9, 1775, 

Sie: You are hereby commanded with tho troops under 
your orders, by every military operation, to endeavour to 
oppose the passage of any Brigsh naval armament that 
may attempt to pass Fort JoAnson, until further orders by 
Congress or Council of Safety, A 

Lhave the honour fo he, Sir, your most humble seryant. 

By order of Congvoss: 

24 Winatam Unwny Drayron, President, 
To Colonel William Moultrie, or tho Commanding Officer 

at Fort Johnson, 


Ordered, That Mr, President bo desired to write to 
Captain Thornbrough, signifying to him the Resolution 
the Congress have entored into this night, respecting ships 
of war passing Port Johnson, 

Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morréw morning. 


In Congrosa, Friday, Novomber 10, 1775. 
The Congress met according to adjournment. 
And yesterday’s Journals were read. 
Mr. President laid before the Congress the draught of a 
Letter which he had, by their order, prepared to be wrote 
to Captain Thornbrough. 


d the same being read and amended, was agreed to, 


@ follows: 
Charlestown, Novombor 9, 1775. 


, Sin: The late cruel cannonade of Bristol by the Bri- 
iish ships of war, to enforos an arbitrary demand of sheep ; 
the general depredations on"the American coasts by min- 
istetial authority ; the late advicos fiom England of large 
military armaments by land and sea, for the hostile inva- 
sion of the Colonies upon this Continent; and the procla- 
mation of the 28d of August Inst, at the Court of St. 
James's, by Which the good people of America are unjustly 
described as in ayowed rebellion ; superadded to the former 
American grievances, and to your late unjustly seizing the 
persons, vessels and poner of the inhabitants of this 
country ; together with Lord William Camplell’s threats 
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of hostilities against us, have sunk deep in the minds of a 
people who, seeing themselves by the royal act in effect 
put out of the regal protection, are at length driven to the 
disagreoable necessity of ordering a military opposition to 
the arins of the British Ministry. But the people of South- 
Carolina, remembering that those who point the British 
arms at their breasts, and against their invaluable liberties, 
aio their dear countrymen, and once were their friends, 
unwilling, yet determined, vigorously to oppose any ap- 
proach of threatening danger to their safety, fae directed 
me to intimate to you, sir, as Commander-in-chief of the 
British armament on this station, that ordeis are issued to 
the commanding officer at Fort Johnson, by every military 
operation, to endeavour to prevent any ministerial arma- 
ment fiom passing that post. 

We thus think it proper to warn you from an approach 
that must be productive of the shedding of blood, which, 
in other ciicumstances, we would endeavour to presei ve, 

T have the honor to be, Sir, your most humble servant. 

By order of Congress : 
To Edward Thornbrough, Esq., Commandor of the ‘amer 

Sloop-of-War, 

Ordered, That the said Letter be forthwith engrossed, 
signed by Mr, President, and sent to Captain Zhorn- 
brough, 

Tho Committee to whom several unpaid Accounts for 
Debts contracted before the meeting of the Congress were 
referred, reporied, 

Ordered, That the President do issue his Warrants for 
the payment of the sums mentioned in the said Report. 

Captain Poll delivered in an Account for the service of 
his Company from the 18th of August last, by whieh a 
balance of one thousand six hundred and cighty-seven 
Pounds appeared to be due to them. 

Ordertd, That Mr, President do issue his Warrant for 
the payment of said balance, 

And a Wariant was issued accordingly, 

Ordered, That Mr, President do sigu and issue Com- 
missions appointing Lzekiel Poll, Hsq., to be Captain, and 
Samuel Watson and William Poll, to be Lieutenants, of a 
Company of Volunteer Rangers, 

Commissions were accordingly made out for the said 
Officers, signed, und dated the 8d instant, in the form fol- 
lowing: 

Sourn-Canouina.—In Provincial Congress. 
Yo Enwann Bunn, Esq.: 

You are hereby nominated and appointed Captain of a 
company of volunteer Rangers, in the service of this Colo- 
ny, subject to the aiders of Congress, and, in (heir recess, 
to the Council of Safety. This commission to conunue 
during ploasure. Dated in Congress, November 3, 1775. 

By order of Congross: 

Wituras Lenay Daayron, President. 


Ordered, ‘hat Captain Polk and Liewtetant Watson 
have leave of absence, 

Mr. Nathan Legaré, attended, recording to order of the 
6th inst; and his Letter, which had given offence, having 
beon read to him, he declared, that it had been written 
merely as a cloke, to be shown occasionally, if the men of 
war should stop his lime-boats, that he being thei eby sup- 
posed friendly to them, the said boats might be suffered to 
pass the more frecly; and that it was never his intention 
to supply the men of war with any thing, 

Upon this declaration, conGrmed by some other ciicume~ 
stances, Mr. Legaré’s conduct appearing less criminal than 
it was at first thought, he was, by order, reprimanded from 
the Chair, for the indisereet manner in which he expressed 
himself in the letter, and charged to have no intercourse or 
communication whatever in future with the men of war. 


The Secretary, as Chairman of the Committee of Ob- 
servation, reported, that in consequence of the Into corres- 
pondence between the Congress and Captain Lhornbrough, 
of His Majesty’s arg ‘Tamer, and some information laid 
before the Congress by Jonathan Scott, Esq., he had 
thought it his duty, and did, last Tuesday evening,-cilise 
all tha fishing boats to be stopped from proceeding*tepond 
Fort Johnson; as he obseryed, that insteadtofavoiding, 
they mostly went in the way‘ of the men if far, and were 
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frequently along side; and that he had also avoided, until 
the further order of the Congress, giving permits for the 

assage of coasters, and persons desirous of going into the 
Road, lest in one case, a seizure of the schooners should 
ensue, according to Captain Thornbrough’s threat; and in 
the other, an improper correspondenco might be cariied 
on, prejudicial to the Colony, in the present critical situa- 
tion of its affairs, 

On motion, Resalved, That a Commissary of Stores he 
appointed, to provide and supply the Naval Armatnents of 
this Colony with every requisite for that service, agreeable 
to order of Congress, or Council of Safety; and to give 
Ins necessary attendance upon the business of the said 
Congress or Council. 


Ordered, That Colonel Motte, Dr. Oliphant, Mr. Fer- 
guson, Mr. Gibbes, and Captain Joiner, be a Committce 
to take a view of Charlestown; and to vepart, as saan as 
may be, what further works of defence are immediately ne- 
cessary for its most effectual security against hostile attacks 
by ships of war. . 

Ordered, That Captain Stone and Mr. Rivers be de- 
sired to hive a sufficient number of negroes, to give all 
possible despatch to the completing the Redoubt electing 
Upon James Island, to the westward of Fort Johnson. 


Ordered, That the Commissioners of the Colony Trea- 
sury do pay to the Commissioners appointed by the lato 
Council of Safety for cutting lines of intrenchinent across 
Charlestown Neck, any sum or sums, vot exceeding in the 
whole the sum of five thousand Pounds, curreut‘money, for 
carrying the works, for which they were appointed, into 
execution, 


Adjourned to five o'clock, in the ovening. 


In Congress, Friday ovening, November 10, 1775. 
‘The Congress mot according to adjournment, 


« The Committee to whom the Letter from the Commit- 
twe at Litile River was referred, repoited, 
Ordered, That tho following answer be written to the 
siid Commitee: 
In Congross, Charlestown, Novombor 10, 1775, 


Genrtumen: Your letter of the 15th of September, 
directed to the Committee of Intelligence, was produced 
to tho General Committee the 28d of that month; and 
enclosed are the minutes from the journals thereon, by 
which you will perceive that James Llamilton became a 
subscriber to the Association previous to your complaints 
against Daniel Robins being laid before the General Com- 
mittee; therefore that pait of your allegation could no 
Jonger subsist, on the principle wo would wish to observe, 
of making forgiveness the consequence of repentance : other 
part of your charge against Robins secms not to have been 
much attended to, the Genoral Committee viewing the 
mutter as we now do, to have been wholly cognizable by 
your Committee, 

And in answer to your last, of the 28d ult., directed to 
the General Committeo, we mention, that observing your 
reaciness to serve your country in other respects, and as it 
calls on you to be a District Commitieo, your resignation 
cannot be admitted. And we would now hint to you, if 
Robins behaves contumaciously, be is still in your power, 
clothed with authority, as you are, equal to other District 
ot Parochial Committees. 

‘The necessary attention will be paid to your application 
for a supply of gunpowder, and what money you have ad- 
vanced for the publicl will be repaia on application of either 
of your members, 

Ordered, That the sad Letter he engrossed, signed by 
Mr, President, and sent to the Little River Committee, 

, Ordered, That the Little River Committec be supplied 
with fifty pounds weight of Gunpowder, and a proportion- 
able quantity of Load. 

Ordered, That the following Commission bo issued to 
Captain Blake, 

Sovrn-Canozins, 
Zo Kowarn Buaxe, Esq. 

You are herchy nominated and appointed Commissary 
of Stores for the Naval Department in this Colony; and you 
arg to execute all orders you may receive ficou time to tine 
from the Congress, or Counéit of Safety (or the time being. 
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This commission to continue duing pleasure. Dated the 
10th of November, 1775. 

By oder of Congress: . 

Wintiam Worry Dravron, President, 

On motion, Resolved, Tham all the Boats and Canoes 
employed in (ishing, be obliged to pass Fort Johnson, and 
call at said Fort. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Commander at Fort 
Johnson be, and he is hereby ordered, strictly to examine 
all Fishing and other Boats passing the snid 1ort, as well 
those who shall have permits as those of Fishermon, in 
order that no improper correspondence be carried on, which 
might prove injurious to the Colony in its praesent state. 

On mation, Resolved, Thot John Morris, sq., Comp- 
troller of the Customs, on account of his present ill state 
of health, apon his parole not to ga on board or have any 
intercautse with any of the King’s Vossels, have leave to 
pass and repass to his Island, by permits, during the plea- 
sure of this Congress, or authority deri¢ed from them, 

Resolved, That the indulgence granted to Mv. Morris, 
shall not be drawn into precedent, 

The Messenger who had in charge to deliver the Let- 
ter to Captain Zhornbrowgh, reported the delivery thereof’; 
and that Captain Zhornbrough only snid, ** it is very well,” 

Resolved, That My. Prosident be authorized and em- 
powered to order such motions of the ‘Troops as he shall 
think necessary to onablo Captain Blake to sink cortain 
Schooners in Log Island channel. 

Ordered, That the Sccretary do proceed in reading tha 
Journals of the late Council of Safety, 

The said Journals were accordingly read to the 2st of 
August, inclusive, page 154, 

Adjourned to nine o’elock, to-moriow morning. 


In Congress, Saturday, Noyomber 11, 1775, 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Aud the Journal of yesterday was read, 

Ordered, That the Ordnance Storekeeper and Powder 
Receiver, do forthwith deliver five hundred pounds woight 
of Gunpowder, and propor Cannon Ball in proportion, to 
the order of Captain Joseph Darrel, for the use of Lyitel- 
ton’s bastion. 

Ordered, That the game officer do likewise deliver to 
Captain Lzckiel Poll, thisteen pee weight of Gunr 
powder, Lend in, proportion, and three dozen Flints, for 
the use of his company of Voluntder Rangers. 

On motion, Iesolved, ‘That Captain Edward Blake, 
Commissary of Stores for the Naval Department, be au- 
thorized and empowered, if ho shall think it necessary, to 
pwichaso eight thousand ponds weight of Broad, for the 
use of the Naval Armament of this Colony, And that this 
Congress will make provision for the payment thereof, 

Ordered, That the Secretary do proceed in ronding the 
Journals of the Inte Counail of Safety. 

Upon receipt of eLetter from Captain John Purves, of 
tho Rangers, dated Dorchester, November 10, 1775, 

Ordered, That the reading of the Journals of the Coun- 
cil of Safety be postponed. . 

And Captain Purves’s Letter being road, 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a Committee of 
the following gentlemen, viz; Colonel Laurens, Colonel 
Bull, Col, Gervais, Dr. Oliphant, and Capt, John Luger. 

Ordered, That the Committee on the state of the Calo- 
ny do forthwith sit, and report their Progress to-morriagy 

Adjourned to nine o’clock, to-morrow morning. 

* “ i a 
In Congiess, Sunday, Novombor 12, 1775, 

‘The Congress met according to adjournment, * 

And yesterday’s Journal was read. 

The Rov. Mr, Tyrquand, by desire of the Congross, 
performed divine service before them, : 

Captain Tufts, of thé Colony Schoover Defenca, who 
had been ordered to cover and protect the sinking of a 
number of Hulks, prepared for that purpose, an ‘tosbartol 
Hog Island Creel, so_as to obstruct the passagaal. ships. 
of war through the said creek, reported; a 
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That having yesterday, about two o’clock in the after- 
noon, proceeded with four hulks, in order to sink them 
upon thé bar of that Creek, being about gunshot fiom the 
King’s Ships Zamer of sixtcen, and Cherokee of six guns; 
as he approached the plac8 of his destination, the Tamer 
fired six shots at him, which he, just coming (o an anchor, 
retuned with two; that the Zamer continuing tho can- 
nonade, he contented himself with returning only one shot 
more, and then proceeded to sink the halks. ‘That he ac- 
cordingly sunk three of them, but the fourth not coming 
up eaily enough in the tide, he continued tho night on his 
station, in order to sink hei also, at a proper time of tide, 
That about a quarter after four this morning, the Tamer 
and Cherokee, having warped nearer to his vessel in tho 
night, discharged their broadsides at him, and continued 
the cannonade until about seven o’clock; when baving, 
notwithstanding so heavy a fire, carried her to her proper 
station, and having scuttled her in various places, left her 
sinking, and ney having no further duty to perfoim, he 
retreated. That however, as the hulk, being loaded with 
sand, was a considerable time in sinking, and as he was 
considerably retreated, the Zumer sent an aimed boat, 
which fired the hulk, towing her into shallower watar, 
where she shortly after sunk. ‘That in his retreat he in- 
effectually fed a shot at this armed boat, but finding his 
shot would not be of any servico, ho refiained fiom such 
an expenditure of ammunition, ‘That notwithstanding so 
long and severe a cannonada fiom tho Zamer and Chero- 
Ieee, he received no other damage but ono shot under his 
counter, one in his broadside, and a third which cut his 
fore starboaid shroud, Chat be hud not one man wounded, 
That in general the shot passod between his rigging and 
struck the main Jand. And that amidst this imuinent dan- 
ger the officersand men on board, although in general new 
in the service, displayed tho greatest cheorlulness, tran- 
quillity and coolness. 

Ordered, That the thanks of the Congress he retuned 
to Captain Zujts, for his spirited and prudent conduct upon 
this occasion ; and also to Captain William Seoit, who acted 
as a volunteer in the command of the Marines on boad 
the Schooner Defence; and that those gentlemen he re- 
quested to return the thanks of this Congress to all the ofi- 
cers and men who acted under their respective commands. 


Colonel Laurens, from tho Committee to whom was 
referred the complaint of the Oftcers of the Regiment of 
Rangers, respecting rank and precedence, delivered in 
their Report. * 4 

And the said Report being taken into immediate consi- 
deration, tho Congress camo to the following Resolution 
thereupon; 

Resolved, That the Regiment of Rangers be considered 
as the Third Regiment in the soi vice of the Colony; that 
the degrees of First and Second Licutenants be considered 
as giving vank rogimentally in the Regiments respectively, 
and not otherwise; and that upon detachments and courts 
martial, officers of horse and foot of equal degreo shall 
take rank according to the date of commissions, 

Ordered, That so many Stores in the Town of Dor- 
chester as have been hived by the Committee of that Pa- 
rish for the publick service, as will be sufficient to lodge the 
Troops that are or may be stationed at that post, be forth- 
with fitted up for that service. 

Ordered, That My. Edwards, Captain Joiner, Captain 
Shubrick, Mr, Neufville, and Mr, Verree, be a Commit- 
tee to consider the expadiency and expense of immediately 
Gude, aiming, and manning the Ship Prosper in tho ser~ 
vice of the Colony, for the purpose of talting or sinking the 
men of war now in Rebellion’Road. And that the said 
Committee do immediately sit, and report thereon without 

sg,0f time, so 

Mn @ibbes, from the Committee appoinied to take a 
view of Charlestown, and report what further worl’s are 
immediaigly necessary for its most effectual defence agninst 
hostile attacks hy ships of war, delivered in their Report. 

And the said Repeért being onnediately taken under 
consideration, the Congress came to the following Resolu- 
tion thereupont- jy. . 

«Resolved, That a Battery:of.six heavy pieces of Cannon 
be immediately erected on ornear Colonel Gadsden’s land, 
oe some proper Cannon be mounted on the wharves, 
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near the centre of the bay. That Granvilfe’s bastion be 
put into a better posture of defence. ‘That the platform 
in the north face of Lyitelton’s bastion be extended. That 
a battery of three or four guns be orected near Cummins’s 
Point; and another battery of two or three gums in some 
proper spot at FFappoo, to prevent vessels of force lying 
in Ashley River, 

Mr. Edwards, from the Committee to consider the ox- 
pediency and expense of immediately fitting, arming, and 
manning the Ship Prosper in the service of the Colony, 
dolivered in their Repoit. 

Which being read, 

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration this 
afternoon. 


Adjourned to five o’clock, this afternoon, 


In Congices, Sunday ovening, November 12, 1775, 

The Congress met according to adjournment: 

The Secretary delivered in two Returns, one from the 
Sheriff of Beaufort, and tho other from the Sheriff of Cam- 
den, of Prisoners in their 1espective Jails, in consequence 
of the Letters which the lato General Committee bad di- 
rected him to write to them. 

On motion, Resolved, That five thousand pounds weight 
of Gunpowder, of the present stock in the Colony, be 1c~ 
served for the interior defence theroof. 

On motion, Resolved, That Mro President be desired 
forthwith to wiite to the Council of Safety in Georgia, 
stating the late hostilities, and soliciting their utmost im- 
mediate nid and assistance, by a supply of all the Gun- 
Dowdes, Arms, and other Military Stores that can be 
spared, 

Ordered, That Mr. De Saussure and Mr. Robert WAl- 
Lam Powell, 5.0 deputation from this Congiess, do pro- 
cead with Mr. President's Letter to Georgia. ? 

Tho Report of the Committee to consider the expo+ 
dioncy and oxpenso of fitting, arming, and manning the 
Ship Prosper in the immediate service of this Colony, for 
the purpose of taking or sinking the men of war now in 
Rebellion Road, being taken into consideration, 

Resolved, Vhat tho Ship Prosper be immediately im- 
pressed and taken jnto the service of tho Colony, and fitted 
and armed as a frigate of war, with tho utmost expedi- 
tion. 

Ordered, That Mr. Edwards, Captain Shubrteh, Cap- 
tnin Joiner, Mv. New/ville, and Mr. Perree, ho, and they 
avo hereby appointed! Commissioners, under whose direoe 
tion Captain Blake and Captain Cochran are to pracead 
to fit, arm, and man tho Ship Prosper, with all possible 
expedition, 

Vhoreupon, My. President was requested to write to 
Colonel Moulirie, as follows: 
Charlonlown, Noyombor 12, 1775, 

Sm: You aro hereby ordered to post a detachment of 
fifty ablo men from tho rogiments under your command, 
with such ofticer as you shall judgo proper for the service, 
at whatever wharf in Charlestown the ship Prosper, im- 
pressed into the service of the Colony, shall lie; and to 
guard and protect the said ship against any attempt that 
may be made to injure or remove her, until further orders. 

By order of Congress: 

Wirttam Henry Darsyron, President, 


To Colonel Moultrie. 


Ordered, That Dr. Oliphant, Mr, @tbbes, and Colonel 
Moulic, be Commissioncis for carrying into execulion 
the Resolution of this morning, respecting the erecting of 
additional batteries for the defenco of Charlestown. 

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. President, Colonel 
Pinckney, and Mr, Thomas LLeyward, Jun., be authorlaed 
to order and do whatever they shall think nooossary for 
the publick safety, until-the meeting of tho Congross to# 
morrow. a ne 

Adjourned to nine o’clock, to-morrow morning. ea C- 

In Congrass, Monday, Novombat 19 if 6, 

The Congress met according to adjou mnment a 

And yesterday’s Journal Nag read. 


Ordered, That Mr. Powell, and Me. ie Saussure, the 


aha 


4 


§1 


gentlemen who were yesterday deputed from this Congress 
to go to Georgia, be authorized and desired to engage all 
and every able and effective seaman they may meet with 
there, who shall be willing to enter into the service of this 
Golony; and that they be also authorized to purchase all 
the Sutphur, Salipetre and Lead that can be got there. 
That one thousand Pounds currency be immediately placed 
into the hands of the said Messrs, Powell and De Saus- 
sure for the purposes abovementioned ; and that this Con- 
gress will cause their diafts for any further sums that may 
be wanted, to be paid. 

John McQueen, Esq., was retumed as duly elected a 
Representative of the Parish of Sz, Paul, to serve in the 
presont Congress in the room of FFilliam Shirving,, Esq., 
who seiyes for St. Bartholomew's. 

And took his seat accordingly. 

Ordered, That Colonel Moultrie be desired to order a 
Sergeant and twelve men to go on board the Schooner 
Defence overy ovening, at five o’clock, and to remain on 


board until seven in the morning, until the further order of 


the Congress therein. 

My. President laid before the Congress the draft which 
he had been requested to prepare, of a Letter to the 
Council of Safety in Georgia, stating the late hostilities 
by the British ams. 

And the same being read, was amended, and is as fol- 
lows: 

By order of Congress. 
South-Catoline, Charlostown, Novombor 12, 1775. 

Gentiumen: Tho actual commencement of hostilities 
by the British avms in this Colony against the inhabitants, 
is an event of the highest moment to the southern part of 
the United Colonies on this Continent; therefore, lest so 
important an event should be misrepesented, T am direct- 
ed to inform you of the paticulais of it, and of a subse- 
quent action. 

As it was found necessary to obstruct the channel of 
Hog Fsland Creck, being one approach to this town from 
Rebellion Road, Captain Zufis, commander of the Colony 
schooner Defence, mounted with two nine-pounders, six 
six-pounders, and two four-pounders, having on board sc- 
venly seamen and marines, proceeded yesterday, about 
two in the afternoon, with four hulks, in order to sink 
them upon the bar of that creek, being about gunshot from 
the King’s ships Zamer of sixteen, and the Cherokee of 
six guns, Ag Captain Tufts appioached the place of his 
destination, the Zumer fied six shot at him, which Cap- 
tain Tufts, just coming to an anchor, returned with two ; 
and the Lamer continuing the cannonade, Captain Tufts 
contented himself with returning only one shot more, and 
then proceeded to sink the hulks, [Je accordingly sunk 
thyee large schooner bulks, but the fourth not coining up 
curly enough on the tide, ho continued tho night on his 
station, in arder to sink her also, at a proper time of tide. 
About 9 quarter alter four in the moining, the Tamer and 
Cherolece, haying warped nearer to Captain Tufts in the 
night, discharged their broadsides at bim, and continued 
the cannonade until about seven o'clock, when Captain 
Tufts having, notwithstanding so heavy a fire, carried 
the hulk to her proper station, and having scuttled her in 
various places, left her sinking, and then, having no further 
duty to perform, he retreated. [lowever, as the hulk, being 
loaded with sand, was a considerable time in sinking, and 
as Captain Tufts was considetably retreated, the Tamer 
sent an armed boat which fired the hulk, towing her into 
shallower water, where she shortly after sunk. Captain 
Tufts in his retreat, ineffectually fired a shot at this armed 
bout, but finding his firing would not be of any service, he 
very prudently refrained from such an expenditure of am- 
munition, Notwithstanding so long and seveie a cannon- 
ade from the Tamer and Cherofec, on board of which last 
Lord William Campbell has for some time past fixed his 
residence, Captain Tyyts received no other damage but 
one shot under his counter, one in his broadside, and a third 
which cut his fore starboard shroud; not a man was wound- 
ed, Jn general the shot passed between his rigging, and 
sttuck the main land; and amidst this imminent danger, 
the officers and men on board, plthon Lh in general new in the 
service, displayed the greatest cheerfulness, tranquillity ind 
coolness, during this heavy fire, Fort Johnson discharzed 
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some twenty-six pounders at the Zumer and Cherokee, 
but the cannon requiling an elevation of ten dggrees to 
reach them, rather than continuo to discharge such random 
shot the firing from that post was discontinued, 

The inhabitants of this metropolis were in general spec- 
tators of the latter part of the cannonade, The drums 
beat to arms, and the militia in a body assembled under 
their oficers with such aleitness, and so properly armed, 
as gave the highest pleasure and confidence to the publick, 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your most humble 
servant, 

Witntan Unyry Drayvron, President. 
To the Ionourable the Council of Safety, at Savannah, in 

Georgia, 

Resolved, That tho two Pilot Boats, lately taken into 
the service of the Colony, be ordered to continue cruizing 
till the further order of this Congress. 
© Ordered, That the Commissary of Sipres, for the Naval 
Department, do continue to supply the said Boats with 
Provisions and other necessaries. 

Colonel Pinckney, from tho Committee on the state of 
tho Colony, and the means for immediately putting tha 
same into tho most defensible state, reported in part, ac- 
coiding to order, 

And tho said patial Report being taken under immo- 
diate consideration, tho Congress came to the following 
Resolutions thereupon 

Resolved, That, as thera is a preat want of men to 
manage ani fire the Artillery in ort Johanson, and the 
other fortifications now erected, and such batteries ag it 
may hereafter bo thought necossary to orect, a Rogiment of 
Artillery be forthwith iaised and embodied, to serve oither 
in garrisons or otherwise, by land or water, as the service 
of the Colony may require, to consist of three Companies 
of one hundred men each, including non-commissioned 
Officers and Gunners. 

Resolved, That tho said Regiment be officered, and al- 
dane daily pay, as follows; and rations at three Shillings 
a day: 

© Lisntenanicolenel Commandant, five Pounds cur- 
rency per day. 

A Major, four Pounds and ten Shillings. 

Throe Captains, three Pounds each. 

Three First Licutengnts, one Pound and fifteen Shil- 
lings each. 

Three Second Lieutenants, one Pound and fifteen Shil- 
lings each. 

Six Lieutenants Fire Workers, one Pound twelve Shil- 
lings and six Pence each, 

A. Quartormaster, one Pound and fifteen Shillings, 

An Adjutant, two Pounds and five Shillings, 

A Surgeon, two Pounds. 

A Suigeon’s Mate, one Pound and ten Shillings, 

A Sergeant Workman, to attend the Laboratory, fifteen 
Shillings. 

Twelve Sergeants, twelve Shillings cach. 

Twelve Corporals, eleven Shillings each, 

Thirty Gunners, ton Shillings each. 

Tio hundred and fifty-cight Matrosses, seven Shillings 
and six Pence each. 5 

Three Drums, eleven Shillings each, 

Three Miles, eleven Shillings each. 

An Armourer, twenty Shillings, 5 

An Assistant Armourer, ten Shillings, 

A Paymaster, two Pounds. PA 

Resolved, That twenty-five Pounds currency, boulty 
money, be allowed and paid to every able bodied and 
effective man whashall voluntarily enlist in the said Ro- 
giment; to be paid in such proportions, and at such periods, 
as in tho opinion of the officér shall have the best tendeney 
to promote the service, 6 

Resolved, That the sum of twenty-five Pounds per man 
for tho Privates, and thirty-five Pounds for tho Serzeants 
and Corporals, be allowed for clothing tho said Regiment 
of Artillory. : . 

Resolved, That all the men to be raised for thé sid 
Regiment, and also all the men henceforward 10 He en- 
listed in the service of the Colony, ba angaged' for six 
months certain, and not exceeding the term of two yenrs, 
if they shall then desire to be discharged. 2 


§3 


That Mr, Ralph Izard, Mr. Thomas Middleton, (son of 
Henry,) and Mr, John McQueen, be a Committee, to re- 
ceive ihe names of such gentlemen as may offer them- 
selves to serve as officers in tho Regiment of Artillery, to 
be forthwith raised; and tRat they do sit in the Assembly 
Room at the State [louse for that purpose, from seven to 
eight o’clock this evening, and from eight to nine o-mor- 
row morning. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do immediately cause pub- 
lick notice hereof to be given, in printed handbills, and 
by beat of drum, 

Adjamned to five o’clock, in the evening. 


‘In Congress, Monday ovoning, Novomber 13, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Ordered, That the Scaretary do proceed to ead the 
Report of the Committee on the state of the Colony. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the second para- 
graph thereof be ‘postponed. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do proceed to read the 
Journals of the late Council of Safety. 

Ordered, That the reading of said Journal be postponed. 

Ordered, That the third paragraph of the Report of 
the Committee on the state of the Colony, be now taken 
under consideration, And after some debate thoreon, 

Ordered, That tho same be postponed. 

On information that Moses Kirkland had been seen in 
town this evening, 

Ordered, That Colonel Lawrens, aud any other two 
members, do make immediate inquiry of, and take such 
ly as thoy shall find necessary for appiohending tho 
said Moses Kirkland, if returned to this Colony, 

Ordered, That Colonel Laurens and Mr. Jacob Motte 
* he added to tho Commissioners for erecting several new 

batteries for the more effectual defence of Charlestown. 

Resolved, That Mr. President, Colonel Pincheney, and 

Mr. Thomas Heyward, Jun., bo authorized to order and 

do whatever may be found necessary for the publick safety, 

ull the meeting of tho Congress to-morrow. 
Adjourned to nine o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


In Congross, Muosday, Novembor 14, 1775. 
The Congress met according fo adjournment. 
And the Journal of yesterday was read. 


On motion, Resolded, That the [Honourable William 
Tlenry Drayton, the Reverend Mv. Tennent, Arthur Mid- 
dleton, Esq., Captain Charles Cotesworth Pincleney, Col, 

-Gervais, Captain Roger Smith, Mr. Thomas Leyward, 

Jun,, and Mr, Ralph Jzard, be, and they are hereby ap- 
pointed x Committes of Intelligence, to correspond with, 
and communicate to, tho inhabitants of the interior parts 
of this Colony, ovory Ikind of necessary information; with 
power to hire horses and send expresses upon all occasions 
that they shal] think proper; and, until a Council of Safety 
shall be appointed, to scize, or cause to be seized and sc 
cured, and take the examinations of all such persons, who, 
being at large, may endanger the publick salety, or provo 
injurious to the eOmmon cause of America, 

; Ordered, That the consideration of the Report of the 
Committee on the state of the Colony be now procceded 
in, 

On motion, That the Congress do agree with the Com- 
mittee, That the twe Regiments of Infantry, and the Regi- 
weft of Horse, now in the pay of the Colony, be completed 
to their first establishment, vizy of seven hundred ang fift 
ten to the foot, and four hundred and Gfty to the hago) 
is A debate arose; and the question being put, 

Sylttwas carriod in the negative, 

ha Tuotion was then made, andl soconded, “That the Goun- 
Hi of Safaty, for the time being, shall issue orders to'com- 
ine original establishment of the Army voted by the 

ast ongresa, 0 proportion as arms and clothing shall be 
aes a the said Council shall use the most 
posible mote arms and clothing, with all 

ebate ensued; and: i i 
The Congress divided. a a mie eine Pl 
‘The yeas went forth: Yeas 49; nays 48, 


SOUTH-CAROLINA PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, NOVEMBER, 1778, 


54 


Teller for tho yeas, Lon. Mr. Lowndes, 

Teller for the nays, Colonel Pinckney. 

And it was accordingly resolved in the aflirmative, 

On motion, Resolved, That Clement Lemprtere, Eaq., 
be appointed Captain and Commander of the Ship Pros- 
(per, now fitting and arming in the Colony serviee. That 
Captain Thomas Sherman be appointed Fist Lioutonant 
of the said Ship; and that the officciing, manning, and 
the wages of the Officers and Seamen, be at the samo 
rates as of the Schooner Defence. 

Ordered, That Mr, President do issue commissions ac~ 
cordingly, for officering the said Ship. 

Ordered, That Captain Thomas Savage, Mr, George 
Abbot Hall, Mr. Kaltisen, and Captain Leger, be added 
to the Commissioneis for fitting out and arming the ship 
Prosper, taken into the service of the Colony. 

Resolved, That tho Lieutenant-Colonol Commandant, 
the Major, the thiee Captains, the Surgeon, and the Pay- 
master, to the Regiment of Aitilery to be forthwith isised, 
be chosen by ballot, by the Members of Congicss; and 
that the subordinate officers of the suid corps be chosen by 
the Captains so elected, with the approbation of the Lieu- 
tonant-Colonel Commandant, 


Adjourned to six o'clock, in tho evening. 


In Congross, ‘I'nosilay ovoning, Noyombor 14, 1775, 

Tho Congress met according to adjournment. 

Tho following Officers to the Regiment of Artillery to 
ha formed, weg then ballated for by the Membres; and 
at the close of the poll, by Mr, President declared duly 
clocted ; 

Lieatenant-Colonel Commandant, Owen Roberts, Esq. 

Major, Hon, Barnard Elhott. 

Captains, Barnard Beekman, Charles Drayton, Stas 
White, Vsqs. 

Paymaster, Paul Townshend, Esq. 

Surgeon, John Budd, Esq, 

Ordered, That Mr, President do issue Commissions 
accordingly. 

Adjourned to nine o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


In Congreas, Wadnosday, November 15, 1775, 


The Congress met according to adjournment, 

And yesterday’s Journal was read, 

Ordered, That Mv. Prosident do issuc Commissions for 
all the Officers of the Regiment of Artillery forthwith to 
be raised; and also for the promotion of Officers in the 
Rogiments of Infantry. 

Colonel Laurens, from the Committee for auditing the 
publick Accounts, repotted tho following os proper to be 

aid, vin: 

To Major Golsan, - -£ 94100 

Capt. Gasper Brown's, 288 0 0 
Capt. Mlood’s,- - - 1638 26 
Capt. Gasper Ott’s, - 818 15 0 
Capt. Aaron Litile’s, - 231 16 0 
Capt. LL. Geiger’s, ~ 164 10 0 
——-— £1260 12 9 
To the Committee of Prince Frederick's 
Patish, ~ - + - 24 100 


Ordered, That Mr, President do issue his Warrants for 
the payment of said sums, 

And Warrants were accordingly issued. 

Information being laid before the Congress, that Robert 
McKeown, a waiter in the service of the customs, had yos- 
terday proceeded on board the Zamer sloop-of-war, 

Ordered, That tho said McKeown bo summoned to at+ 
tend immediately, 

And the said Robert McKeown attending accordingly, 
he was examined touching the information aforesuid ; and 
declared, that being ignorant of his having been restrained 
from going out of the limits of Charlestown, he did govort 
board the Tamer only to carry down a son of the Colledtor 
of the Customs, who is a Midshipman in the Navyi! 

Ordered, ‘That the said Rebert McKeown, be etjoined 
and required, in future, strigtly to confine himéel! in the 
limits of Charlestown; and to have wo further conimani- 


cation with the men of war,- «1h 
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Resolved, That the Commissioners appointed to fit out 
the Ship Prosper, be, and they are hereby authorized 
and empowered to take such measures as to them shall 
appear most effectual, to prevent all indirect communica- 
tion and correspondence with the ships of war in Rebellion 
Road, 

Ordered, That the Secretary, as Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Observation, be empowered to employ a proper 
person or persons to see the delivery of Provisions per 
mitted to be sent for the use of the men of war, in such 
manner as is most likely to prevent an impioper corres- 
pondence being carried on, and the quantity of Provisions 
permitted being exceeded. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the Report of the 
Committec on tho state of the Colony be proceeded in. 

And being accordingly taken under consideration, the 
Congress came to the following Resolutions thereupon : 

Resolved, ‘That a sum not exceeding one hundred and 
twenty thousand Pounds currency, be forthwith stamped 
and issued, for the pay of the Regiment of Artillery to be 
raised, and incidental charges atiending the same, of the 
following denominations, viz: 

10,000 bills of two Shillings and six Pence. 
10,000 © — five Shillings. 


10,000 = — seven Shillings and six Poneo. 
10,000 = — ten Shillings. 

10,000 = — filieen Shillings. 

10,000 “ — one Pound, 

10,000 = — one Pound and ten Shillings. 
10,000 = ~— two Pounds. 

10,000 “ two Pounds and ten Shillings. 
10,000 three Pounds. 


of such forms, and with such devices and mottoes, ag tha 
Comunissioners hereafter to be named shall think proper. 

Resolved, That Thomas Middleton, (son of Lfenry,) 
Ralph lzard, John MeQueun, Paul Doursaint, George 
Abbot Hall, Pater Leger, Maurice Simons, Robert TPu- 
liam Powell, John Berwick, Peter Bouquet, Philothcos 
Chiffelle, Royer Smith, Paul Townsend, Edward MWey- 
man, Alerander Gillon, Anthony Toomer, Daniel Cannon, 
and Francis Salvador, be, and they are hereby appointed 
Commissionois, with all possible despatch to stamp, and 
any thiee of them to sign, and when stamped, signed, and 
numbered, from time to time to deliver all the said bills 
into tho bands of the Colony Treasurers. ° 


Ordered, That Menry Peronneau and Benjamin Dart, 
Esqunes, joint Publick ‘l'reasureis of this Colony, do forth- 
with lay before this Congress the present stata of the 
Treasury, with an uecount of all tho Moneys therein, that 
are issuable or not issuable, cithor in specie, certificates, 
orders; or bills of credit, ; 

Ordered, That vagus Tammond be udded to the Com- 
mittee on tho stato of the Colony. 


A motion was made, that the fatare meetings of the 
Provincial Congress be hold at Camden, or somo othor more 
centrical and convenicnt place. 

But the previous question being demanded, it was put, 
and carried in the negative. 

On motion, Resolved, That this Congress will to-mor- 
row morning, at eleven o’clock, preceed to the choice of 
thirteen, members to form a Council of Safety, by ballot. 

Ordered, That Mr. President, Colonel Laurens, Colonel 
Pinckney, Colonel Moultrie, and Mr. Thomas Heyward, 
Jun., be authorized, till the meeting of the Congress to- 
morrow morning, to order and do every thing they may 
think necessary for the publick safety. : 
Adjourned to eleven o’clock, to-morrow morning, 

In Congiess, Thursday, Novombor 16, 1775, 
The Congress mot according to adjournment, 
And yesterday’s Journal was read. 


Joseph Fogertic, Eeq., being returned as duly elected 
a Representative for the Parish of Sé. Thomas and St. 
Dennis, to serve in the present Congress in the room of 
John Moore, Esq., who declined serving, that gentleman 
altended, and took his seat accordingly. 
siho.Congress then proceéded to ballot for members to 
constitute. a new Council of Safety. 


‘ 
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And the following gentlemen were duly elected, viz: 
1, Colonel Charles Pinckney. " 

2, Colonel Lenry Laurens, 

3, Hon, Henry Middleton, 

4, Thomas Ferguson, Esq. 

5. Arthur Middleton, Usy. 

G. Thomas Heyward, Jun., Esq. 

7. Uon, Milliam Henry Drayton, Esq. 

8, lon, Rawlins Lowndes, Usq. 

9, Thomas Bee, Usq, 
10. Benjamin Elliott, Esq. 

11. Colonel James Parsons. 

12, David Oliphant, Esq. 

18. Thomas Savage, Esq. 
After which the Congress adjourned ta nine o’clock, to- 

morrow moining. 


In Congress, Fridiy, Povombor 17, 1775, 

The Congress met accaiding to adjotimment. 

The ist of Membars was callod over, 

Jacob Motte, Esq., was returned duly elocted a Repre- 
sentative for the Purish of St. James, Santee, where ho 
and Mr. Jerman before had equal votes. 

And he took his seat accordingly. 

Ordered, Vhat Colonel Laurens, Mr, Dhomas Heyward, 
Juu., and Mr, Bee, ha a Committee to examine and cor- 
rect the journals of the present session of Congress, in 
order that such parts thereof as may be proper to ba mado 
publick, be printed with all possible despatch. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do causa such parts of the 
said Journals as shall be put into his hands for that purpose, 
to be printed with all possible expedition, 

Captain [Villiam Cattell dosired leave, and vead a Let 
ter to him fiom Tieutenant-Coloncl Roberts, requesting 
that bis mast gratoful thanks inight be returnod to the 
Conmiess for the honour they had conferred upon bim, b 
appointing him to the conmand of the Rogimant of Ati 
lery; and giving assurances that were proper on such an 
occasion, 

Ordered, That Colonel Laurens, Colonel Pinckney, 
Major Pinckney, Captain Harrington, the Rev. Mr. Zen- 
nent, Mr. Lhomas Ucyward, Jun., and Mr. Arthur Mid- 
dleton, be 1 Committea, to consider of, state, and bring 
into one view, the powers and authorities proper to be 
vested in aud exaeisod by the Council of Safety. 

Read a Letter from Messrs. Dunn and Boote, respect 
ing their maintonanco, dated yosterday, 

Resolved, That John Dunn, and Benjamin Booth Boote, 
Esquires, be allowed tho sum of forty Shillings currency 
each, for their daily pd to and maintenance, 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue his Warrant on 
the Treasury for the payment of the last month’s lodging 
and board of the snid Messrs. Dunn and Boote, amount- 
ing to one hundred and twelve Pounds currency, 

And a Warrant was issued accordingly, * 

On motion, Resolved, That the Militia of Charlestown 
who do nightly duty be allowed and provided with Fire- 
wood and Candles at tho publick expense, 

Ordered, ‘That Mr. John Calvert do furnish the Militia 
Guards with Firewood and Candles accordingly. ' 

Ordered, That Captain Sumpter be added to the Com- 
mittee on the state of the Colony, 


On motion, Resolved, That all Officers, Gunners, Ma- 
tvosses, or any other persons receiving pay or hire ike 
service of the Artillery of this Colony, shall be governed 
by Ufe same ruleg and artiéles, and be subject to be tried 
by Courts Martiaf, in like manner with the Officers and 
Soldiers of the other Troopg fn the service of this Colony, 

Resolved, That for diftarences arising among them- 
selves, of in matters relating solely to their own, corps, tho 
Courts Martial may be composed of their own Ollicers; 
but where a sufficient nymber of such Officers cannot ho 
assembled, or in matters wherein other corps are intereat- 
ed, the Officers of Artillery shall sit in Courts Martialwith 
the Officers of the other corps in the service of the Colas 
ny, taking their rank according to the dates of their re- 
spective commissions, and no otherwise, S 

“Resolved, That the Regiment of Artillery now to be 
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raised and embodied, be the fourth Regiment in the ser- 
vice of the Colony; and that Officers of equal rank in 
the four Regiments in the Colony service, shall take pre- 
cedence according to the dates of their respective commis- 
sions. 

Adjourned to nine o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


In Congioss, Satuiday, Novombor 18, 1775, 

The Congress met according to adjounment. 

And the Journal of yesterday was rend. 

Messrs. Peronneauand Dart, joint Publick Ticasmers, 
attended, and delivered in thr fallowing 
Stare of the Paper Currency in the Publicle Treasury 

of Sovrn-Canonina, 

Of lawful Bills of Credit, so torn and oblite- 

rated as to become impassable, of various 

denominations, dhout - - - ~~ £50,00000 
Of Tax Certificates and publick orders out of 

date, and kept to be destroyed, agrecable to 


laws of the Province, about - - - 19,0000 0 
Of Certificates issued by the House of As- 
sembly, about = - - ~ - - 19,20000 


Of Certificates issued by the Covgress, - 1,82000 
N. B. Not a single piece of Gold or Silver in the Tica- 

sury. 

There is owing, on bonds to the King, for Ne- 


gro duties, about - - - - - 13,000 00 
And on Notes to the joint Treasueis for other 
duties, - - - - ~ ~ 24,000 00 





Upon application from the Vesuy of S¢. Philip's Parish, 
« Charlestown, 

Resolved, That a loan of ‘Ten Thousand Pounds currency 
he furnished, fiom the Colony Treasury, to the Vestry of 
the Parish of S¢. Philip, on tho credit of the Parishes of 
St. Philip and St. Alichael, for the maintenance of the 
publick poor; for which sum the said Vestry are hereafter 
to account with the publick. 

Ordered, That Mv. President do issue his Warrant ac- 
cordingly. 

Resolved, That the Inhabitants of the Parishes of \S¢, 
Philip and St, Michacl, Chartesigwn, ought forthwith ta 
pay into the hands of the Vestry the Poor's Rates assessed 
and to be assessed on them respectively, according to law ; 
and that processes ought to be issued by the Vestry and: 
Church-wardens, against. such persons ns shall refuso or 
neglect to pay his or their Poor’s Rates, so assessed. 


Ordered, That Captain Calhoun and Captain I¥inn be 
added to the Committeo on the state of tho Colony. 


Colonel Pinckney, from tho Committee on tho state of 
the Colony, delivered in a furthor Report respecting the 
regulation of the Militia, 

Ordered, That the Roport of the Committee on the 
state of the Colony, respecting the Mititia, bo now taken 
under consideration. 

Mr. Caldwell, Mv. Green, and Mr, Newton, from the 
hack country, attofded, and wera severally admitted, who 
Rave Very alarming accounts of the state of affairs in those 
parts. 


Ordered, Thet two thousand pounds weight of the 
publick Gonpowder, lately deposited in the Magazine at 
Dorchester, be removed from thence to Charlestown, with 
alkféssible expedition. 

Colonel eter delivered ira Memorial from the Gom- 
mittee of the District between Enoree and Broad Rivers, 
dated the Sth instant, which was road. 


Im. 
Catone Leurens delivered in the following appraisement 
or Valtation of the Shi p Prosper : * 


" : “Charlestown, Novombor 18, 1778, 

In obedience to the order of the Provincial Congress, 
we, the subscribers, have valued the ship Prosper, of Bris- 
tol, lately taken into the service of the Colony ; and it is 
our opinion, that two thousand pounds sterling, or the value 
thereof in current money, ought to be allowed to the owner 
or owners of the said ship; and we recommend that such 
sum of two thousand pounds sterling, or the value thereof, 
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as aforesaid, be tendered to Captain Sinith, late mas- 
ter of the said ship, on chalf of his owners; and that the 
register of the said ship, and a proper assignment, bo at 
the same time demanded from the said Captain Smith. 

“ Heany Laurens, 

“ Roarr Suva, 

“ Epwarp Bian.” 

On notion, Resolved, That the Reerniting Officers of the 
Regiment of Artillery to be raised for the service of this 
Colony, be allowed ‘three Pounds and five Shillings per 
hend, for every effective man they shall enlist for that corps, 
brought to head-quarters, attested, and approved of by 
the Licttenam-Colonel Gormmandant5-amt that a suit of 
artillery and tenting be allowed and provided for the said 
Regiment. 

Ordered, That the Bounty Monoy for raising the said 
Regiment be issued as it may be wanted; and that Money 
bo also issued for the purchase of such Clothing, Tenting 
and Small Arins, as ean be procmed from Georgia or else- 
where; and that drafts on the Congress or Council of 
Safety for the time being, for the purchase of those arti- 
eles, or any part of them, be duly paid, 

Ordered, That Mr. President be desiied to prepare the 
draft of 9 Declaration, calculated to remove the preju- 
dices entertained in some parts of the Colony, against the 
measure of tho Jate Council of Safety, in sending a small 
quantity of Ammunition to the Cherokee Indians, 

The consideration of the Roport of the Committee on 
the state of the Colony being proceeded in, 

A. debate avase on that part thereof requiring that every 
Company of Militia throughout the Colony should bo as- 
somblod, mustered, trained and exercised onco a fortnight. 

And a question being put theicon, 

Tho Congress divided; the yeas went forth: 

For tho question 43; against it 29, 

So that it was resolved in tho affirmative. 

A dobate alsa arase on that part of the said Report subject- 
ing Privates, not appearing completely armed at tho places 
and on the days appointed, to & fine of three Pounds, and 
Officers to a fino of twenty-five Pounds, for every default. 

And the question heing put, 

Tt was resolved in tho aflirmative, 


Adjourned to nine o’clock, to-morrow morning, 





In Congrosa, Sunday, Novomber 19, 1778, 
The Congress met according to adjournment, 
And yesterday’s Journal was road, 
The Rev, Mr. Paul Turquand, by desire of Congress, 
performed Divine Service beforo them. 


Mr. President dolivered ina draft of tho Deolaration 
which he had been directed to prepare, to quiot the minds 
of tho misguided people in the back country. 

And tho said draft being taken into immediate consi- 
deration, was amended, and agreed to in the words follow- 
ing: 

Sourn-Carouina, 
By authority of Congress.—A Duousrarion, 

Tt has ever been the policy of America in general, and 
of this Colony in particular, to endeavour to cultivate a 
good correspondence with the neighbouring Indians; and 
especially so, since the commencement of the present un< 
happy disputes with the British Administration, This 
policy originated from a view of preserving, at the cleap~ 
est rate, our borders from savage invoads, pushed on by 
French or Spanish management, or Indian nvidity or fo- 
rocity. Of Jate this policy has been persevered in; and 
our endeavours have been redoubled, aoe to oppose 
and to frustrate the design of the Bydsh Adwinistration, 
by tho hands of Jndians, to deluge“our frontiors with the 
blood of our fellow-citizens. Experience has taught us, 
that occasional presents to the Indians has boon the great 
means of acquiring their friendship. In this necessary sgt 
vice, Government every’ year has expended Inrge sumd of 
money ; and the Continental Congress having dividgd the 
management of the Jndian affairs into three departatents, 
have allotted for the expenses,of this Southern Department 
the sum of ten thousand dolla’s, in order oypreserve the 
friendship of the Indians on the baok:0f our settlements. 
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The late Council of Safety sparad no pains to confirm 
them in their pacifick inclinations ; but, from the repeated, 
constant and uniform accounts they recciyed from the Coun- 
cil of Safety in Georgia, the Indian traders in that and in 
this Colony, and among the Creeks and Cherokees, and 
the persons there employed by the two Colonies to super- 
intend the Indian affairs, it cleaily and unfortunately ap- 
peared, that a general Jxdian war was inevitable, untess 
the Indians were furnished with some small suplies of 
ammunition, to enable them to procure deer skins for their 
support and maintenance, 

Rather than draw on an Indian war, by an ill-timed fru- 
gality in withholding ammunition, onr friends in Georgia 
resolved to supply the Creezs with ouch a quantity us 
might, in some degree, satisfy their urgent wants, but 
could not incite by enabling them to commit hostilities. 
They sent on that Service two thousand weight of powder, 
and a proportionable weight of lend; thoy also strongly 
pressed tho late Council of Safety to supply the Chero- 
kees, About the ond of September, the Hon. IWilliam 
Henry Drayton, a member of the late Council of Safety, 
met several of the Cherokee head mon at the Congarees. 
Nothing could in the least degiee satisfy them but a pro- 
mise of some ammunition. At length tho late Council, in 
October last, issued a supply of ammunition, consisting of 
only one thousand weight of powder, and two thousand 
pounds weight of lead, for the use of tho Cherokees, a3 
the only probable means of proserving the frontiers from 
the inroads of the Jnddans; and tho Council tho more 
rendily agreed to this measure, because, as thoy almost 
daily expectod that tho British arms would attuole the 
Colony in front on the sea coast, they thought they would 
bo inexcusable, if they did not, ns much as in them lay, 
removo every cause to apprehend an attack at tho samo 
time from the Indians upon (ho back settlements. 

But this measure, entered into by the Council upon 
principles of the soundest policy, of christianity, breathing 
equal benevolence to the associators and non-nssociators in 
this Colony, and arising only from necessity, unfortunately 
has been, by some non-associators, made an instrument for 
the most diabolical purposes. 

Those wicked men, to the astonishment of common 
sense, have made many of thot deluded followers believe 
that this ammunition was sent to the Indians, with orders 
for them to fall upon the frontiors and to massacre the non- 
associators ; and taking advantage from the scarcity of am- 
munition among individuals, arising fiom the necessity of 
filling the publick magazines, thoy have invitiously repre- 
sented that ammunition ouglit not to be sent to the Jndians, 
whilo the inhabitants of tho Colony, individually, aro in a 
great degree destitute of that article; industrously endea- 
youring to inculcate this doctrino even in the minds of tha 
associators, 

Whorefora, in compassion to those who ave deluded by 
such representations, the Congress have taken these things 
into their consideration, which otherwiso would have been 
below their notice; and they desive their deceivod follow- 
colonists to reflect, that the story of the ammunition being 
sent to the Jndians with orders for them to massacre the 
non-associalors, is absurd in its very nature: 

First, Because the whole tenor of the conduct of tho 
Council of Safety domonstratos, that they were incapable 
af such inhumanity as a body; the character of oach indi- 
vidual shields him against a charge of so cruel a nature; 
and Mr, Drayton’s conduct at Nincty-Six, at the head of 
the army, fully showed, that the blood of the non-nssocin- 
tors was not the object of his policy. . 

+ Secondly, Because, also, if men will but call reason to 
their aid, thoy must plainly see, that if the Tndéans wore 
Jet looss upon the frontiors, they must indiscriminately 
massacre assodiators and non-associators, since there is no 
mark to distinguish cithor to the Indians; and thercfore 
no associator, of but common sense, could think of pro- 
moting the interest of his party, by executing a mensuro 
which must equally ruin friend and foe. 

+ However, in order to clear up all difficulties on this head, 
and for the ease of tha minds of our decaivad friends, the 
Gongress in a body, and also individually, declare, in the 
tyost solemn manner, before almighty God, that they do 
8stybglieve any order was ver issued, ot any iden was 
evel antertained, by the late Council of Safety, or any 
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mammber of it, or by any person under authority of Congress, 
to cause the Indians to commence hostililies ypon the 
frontiers, or any part thereof, On the contrary, they do 
believo, that they, and each of them, have used every en- 
deayour to inculcate in the Afdians sentiments friendly to 
the inhabitants without any distinction, 

It is greatly to be regretted, that our fellow-colonists, 
individually, aro not so well supplied with ammunition as 
would be adequate to their private convenience. But is 
not the situation of publick affairs, which renders it abso- 
lutely necessary to guide tho channels through which am- 
munition is brought to the Colony into the publick maga- 
zines, before any part of them can be permitted to reach 
the publick Iudividually,-alsg to bodanrented ? Ought not, 
nay, this ankappy situation of publick afuirs does justify ihe 
filling the publick magazines ; thereby sccming the welfare, 
and forming the defence of the state, at the risk of the 
convenience or saloty of individuals, .And if out of tho 
publick stock a quantity of annnunitien is given to the 
Indians, which may be sufticient to keep thom quiet, by 
in some degree supplying their urgent occasions, yet not 
sufficient to enablo them to make war; ought our people, 
nay, they cannot have any reasonablo ground, to arraign 
that policy by which they are and may be preserved from 
savage hostility; or to complain, that because the whole 
Colony, the publick and individuals, cannot he supplied with 
ammunition, therefore a small quantity ought not to be sent 
to tho Indiuns, Men should reflect that this small quan= 
lily is given in ardor to render it unnecessary to supply 
the publick individually on tho scare of a defence againat 
Indians, a sevview that would consume vory large quanti+ 
ties of an article that experience teaches will be diminished 
when individually distibuted, Men should also reflect, 
that while the publick magazinos are woll stored, supplies 
can bo instantly, plentilully, and regularly poured upon 
thogo parts where the publick service may require them. 
And tho poblick are horoby informed, that although, when 
tho present disturbances began, there wore not in the Co- 
lony moro than five hundred pounds waight of publick pow 
der, yot by the vigilanco of the Inte Council of Safety, the 
Publick stock: has been so inuch increased, as to induce the 
present Congress, to malo an allotment of five thousand 
pounds weight for the dofence of tho interior parts of the 
Colony, besides several considerable quantities already dis- 
posed of on that servicce 

Men ought likewise to take into their consideration, that 
as the Couneil of Safoty, by varioys, and a multitude of 
moans, prociire a constant, speedy, aud authentic informa~ 
tion of tho state of all pasts of the Colony, and of the Jn- 
dians ; so, by being much beter informed upon those points 
than tho publick individually, therefore the Counail ara the 
Most competent judges where ammunition ought to be sent ; 
whether a small quantity to tho Jadians, with a view and 
probability of keoping than quiet, or a large quantity to 
tho inhabitants necessarily to arm them against tho Jn- 
dians. 

Common senso ayd common honesty dictate that if there 
is a probability that by o present of a small quantity of 
ammunition the Indians can be kept in ponco that pro- 
sent ought not to be withheld at the hagard of inducing an 
Indian war, thereby of expending not only a much largor 
quantity of ammunition, but of involving the Colony in an 
immense expense, breaking up whole settlements, aud an- 
necessarily sacrificing a number of lives. 

Wiriiam Wenn Drayvron, President. 

Charlestown, Novomba: 19, 1775. *. 

Ordered, That the Secrotary do cause a sufficient Twn 
ber of copies of tho foregoing Declaration to be forthwith 
prinfed, in order to be distributed among the inhabitants of 
the back country. se 

Ordered, That the consideration of the Report of the 
Conynitice on the slate of tite Colony, respecting the Mili« 
tia, bo now proceeded in. 

And some progress was made thorcin. 

Ordered, That Mr, President be desired to instruct 
Colonel Richardson to apply to Colonel Thomas Polk, o 
North- Carolina, for tho assistance of the six Companies 
under'his command, to be in the pay of this Colony, if he 
shall judge such assistance necessary. ‘ 


Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 
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In Congress, Monday, November 20, 1775, 


The Congress met according to adjournment. 

And the Journal of yesterday was read. 

Colonel Laurens, from tle Committee for auditing the 
publick Accounts, reported an account for the late service 
of Captain Rickard Richardson’s Troop of Light Horse, 
amounting to four hundred and ninety-seven Pounds, as 
proper to be paid, 7 : : 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue his Warrant on 
the Treasury for the payment thereof. 

And a Warrant was issued accordingly. 

Ordered, That Mr, [Villiam Parker have leave of ab- 
sence, forthwith to proceed to his plantation, and order 
down all such timber and plank as has been prepared 
there for the publick service ; and that he also forthwith do 
order all such hands to tawn as are at present employed 
at the lines upon Qharlestown Necle, to tho publick works 
erecting in and abgut Charlestown, 

On motion, Resolved, That the whole Militia of Charles- 
town be forthwith embodied and orderod upon duty, as well 
by day as by night, in such divisions and at such posts as 
the Commanding Officer shall think proper; and that the 
officers and men, while in actual service, may demand, 
and shall be entitled to the same daily pay, as is allowed 
to the officers and men now employed in the Colony ser- 
vice, under the command of Colonel Richard Richard- 
son. 

Ordered, That Mr. President do isso the following 
orders to Licutenant-Colonel Roberts: 

By ovder of Congress. 
Chulesiown, Novombor 20, 1775. 
To Lteutenant-Colonel Owen Ronents : 

Sir: You are hereby directed to issue secruiting ordors 
to your several officers, in order to complete the regiment 
of artillery with all possible expedition; and that you and 
your officers do forthwith take post at the several batiories, 
at Fort Johnson, the new battery to the westward of it, and 
about Charlestown (except Broughton’s battery.) Such 
sums of money as you may have occasion for, shall be 
issued, and you shall be furnished with the various orders 
of Congress relative to the regiment of artillery, as soon 
as they can he copied from the journal, - 

Tam, Sir, your most abediont servant, 
: Winuiam Dusry Dravron, President, 

On motion, Resolved, That the Colonels of the several 
Regiments of Militin throughout the Colony have leave 
to enroll such a number of able malo slaves, to bo emplayed 
as pioneers and labourers, as publick exigencies may re- 
quire; and that a daily pay of sqven Shillings and six Pence 
‘be allowed for the service of each such slave, whilo actually 
employed. 

On motion, Resolved, That this Congress will male pro- 
vision for the support of all persons who may be maimed 
and disabled in the publick service of the Colony, by sea or 
land, and also of the families of suchas may be killed in 
tho said service, ; 


Ordered, That Colonel Gervais, Captain Ilemmond, 
and Mr, Raplay, lava leave to visit Captain Robert Cun- 
ningham, in his confinement in Charlestown Jail, 

Ordered, That the Colonel of the Charlestown Militia 
do forthwith carry into execution ‘the Resolution respect~ 
ing the embodying the same, 


On motion, Resolugd, That five hundred pounds weight 
of Binpowder, with six pieces of proper Canis; anda 
proportionable quantity of Canyon Ball, bo allotted for tha 
uge and delence of Georgetown, and thay the same be de- 
Ngpred to the Committee of that town. , 

Ordered, That Colonel Stephon Bull do forthwith 
drafigong hundred and fifty mon of the Granville Coynty 
Regiment of Militia, and order thom upon duty at Fort 
Lyiielton, Port Royal, to be relioved from time to time, 
till further orders, 


. » bs 
Adjourned to'nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


Tn Congress, Tuesday, Novomber 91, 1775, 
The Congress met according to adjournment. 
And the Journal of yesterday was read, 
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Ordered, That tho consideration of the Report of the 
Committeo on the state of the Colony, respecting the 
Militia, be resumed and proceeded in. 

And the same being gone throngh, the Congress came 
to the several Rosolutions following : 

Resolved, That the Commissioned Officers of the Cd« 
lény Regular Troops take precedence of Officers of equal 
degreo in the Militia, without ragard to prior dates of com- 
missions in the later, Provided, nevertheless, That a Se- 
cond Lieutenant in the Regulars shall be subordinate to a 
First Licutenant in the Militia, and so on in gradation in 
the Rogulais and Militia respectively. That the prece- 
dency in the regular forces be according to the number 
aud denomination of the Regiments of Infantry and Ran- 
gers; and the Regiment of Artillery according to tha cus- 
tom of the Britésh Army, ‘That all corps of Regulars 
take precedence of alt corps of Mititia, And that the 
Regiments of Militia shall take precedence in the follow- 
ing manuer; Berkley County, Charlestown, Granville 
County, Colleton County, Craven County, the lower part, 
Orangcburgh, Craven County, the upper part, Camden, 
Ninety-Six novth of the Jish-dam ord und betwoen 
FEnoree, Broad and Saludy Rivers, tho New Acquisition 
south of the Lish-dam ord, and between Broad and Saludy 
Rivers north of Lnoree, and between Broad and Saluly 
Rivers. 

Resolved, That the Militia bo not drawn out to act with 
the Regulars in the pay of this Colony, but on tho most 
urgent occasions ; and whenever that happons, in case any 
officers should be wanting to fill up the Regiments or Com- 
panies of Militia, including tho volunteer companies, the 
sine shall be ninde up by their own officers according to 
saniority of commissions ; subject nevortheless to the con 
trol of the Congress or Council of Safety for the tima 
boing, in case any officer or oflicors shall suceeod lo com- 
missions by seniority, whom they or either of them shall 
deom improper to be commissioned. 

Resolved, That in all cases of default, neglect of duty, 
ot disobedience of orders, the Militia officers and privates 
shall be wied, adjudged and determined according to the 
Militia law only, whether they are acting in conjunction 
with the Beailits oy otherwise, 

Resolved, That every Captain or other commanding 
Officer of 1 Company, shall assemble, muster, train and 
exercise his Company onco in overy fortnight, under a 
penalty of twenty-five Pounds currency for overy defanlt, 

Resolved, That overy person liable to bear arms shall 
appear completely armed, onco in every fortnight, on the 
day and at the place appointed by his Captain for tho ox» 
ercising his company; the privates under a penalty not 
exceeding three Pounds current money, and tho oflicers 
under the penalty of twenty-five Pounds, for overy de- 
fault. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Colonels of 
the different Regimonts of the Militia, where the districts 
of any of the Companies in their respective Regiments 
avo too large for the Company convoniontly to assomble in 
one placo, that they do order the Captains of such Com- 
panies to appoint two or three places in their respective 
districts for the Company to muster at in divisions, 

Resolved, That thero be no more Volunteer Troops of 
Horse formed, : 

Resolved, That in future no person be allowed to enter 
himself into a Volunteer Company out of the districts of 
the Regiment to which Ke belongs. : 

It was moved and seconded, That an immediate draft 
of five hundred Militia from tho country Regiments be ox- 
dered to rendezvous at some place noar and conveniont 
to and for the dofence of Charlestown, in caso that place 
should be attacked. 

A debate ensued ; and the question being put, 

Tt was passed in the negative, 


‘* 4 
Ordered, That My, President do write to tho several 
Colonels of the Militin throughout the Colony, that they 
do forthwith proceed to draft one-third of their tespibo- 
tive Regiments, including Volunteer Companies, ahdeltéld 
thein in constant readiness to march at a minute’svaining, 
according to the order of an or the Consoilist Safet 
for the time being; and that they es igs all poss 
ble despatch, return to the sald Cafgiéss'6r Council, the 


t 
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names of the persons so diafted and ordered to be held In Congrows, Thuraday, Noyomboy 23, 1775, 


in readiness. Tho Congress mot according to adjournment. , 
Upon an application for a sum of Moncy to be employed And the Journal ae yesterday wag read, 

in the recruiting service for the Regiment of Artillery, Captain Lempricre’s Letigy, laid before the Congress 
Ordered, That Mr. President do issue bis Warrant for yesterday, being again read, : ; 

three thousand Pounds for that service. Ordered, That Mr. President do issue a commission, 
And two Warrants wero issued accordingly. appointing Captain Simon Tits to the command of the 


Ship Prosper, armed in the Colony service. 

Ordered, Vhat Capt. Robert Cochran have loaye to tako 
stono ballast, for the use of tho Colony vessels, from suelt 
nated and appointed ; and that overy effectual measure be parts of tho Fortifications, where such taking may be least 
pursued (or the speedy fing and manning the said ship- !jurious to the works. ; 
of-war, Ordered, That the Ordnance Storekeeper do from time 

The following Letter was accordingly wiitton: to time deliver to the commanding officer of tho Regiment 

By order of Congress. of Antillory, from the publick Arsenal, such Stores ag the 
Chatlostown, November 21, 1775. said officer shall 1equiro, taking receipts for the same, and 
a Caiane Lamon aes making proper endorsements an the goneral account of 


H publick stores in his custody, so that whnt remains may be 
Sir: Your presenco being absolutely necessary on board } stocy, y 


- ! ; : scen at one view. 
the Prosper, in order to expedito her fitting out, you are =: f ae 
therefore hereby ordered to repair on board the said ship Colonel Pinckney, from the Committes on the state of 


Prosper, there to discharge the dutics of a commander. the Colony, made a further report respecting tho Militia. 
Lam, Sir, yom most humble servant, Which being immediately taken into consideration, tho 
? + . fogs 2 
Wisutam Ilunry Drayton, President. Congress thereupon 


, ; ; Resolved, That all persons shall do patrol duty in the 
pe lye ponte acted ee a Horses District whercin they rospeetively reside, under tho com+ 
7 i obi en i a Res sang rane ed ek ae. 2 uw mand and divection of the Captain of tho District, without 
nih rations for the Negiment of Arlllery to be raised, rogard (o their having ontered into a Volunteor Company. 
Ordered, That Mr, Prosident clo issue Commissions ap-—_Pegoiyed, Chat it be reconnnendad to the commanding 
Pntelian, nest Becuferks nal alte to spraiat hier to ke ofteers of tho Rogiments of Miliin, without delay, to 
i : 8 bli : ; ‘ . 

Captain, md Tunes Tebout and Thomas Hughes, gontle- oblige all the inhabitants to do duty in somo Company or 


; h other, so that no ono, who by law is obliged to do duty in 
men, lo bo Lieutenants of a Company of Artillery. times of an alarm, shall be eared = y 


Ordered, That Captain Benjamin Wafford have leave Resolved, "hat whore any person hath regularly entered 
to trado here, upon bis talring an oath to observe the strictest juto.a Volunteer Company, ho shall not be at liberty to 
neutrality, agreeable to the late treaty of Ninety-Siv. Joave the samo, without giving his Captain thres mnths. 

Ordered, That Hon, My. Drayton’s Leuter to Captain votico in writing of his intention to do so, gyi] svithoutt first 
Robert Cunninghan, dated tho 21st of September last, nnd producing to his said Captain a certifies from somo othor 
Captain Cumingham’s answer, dated the Gth of October, Captain of tho Regiment, that he hath enrolled himsalf in 
be forthwith printed in handbillg, to be distributed amongst snother company; unless the commanding officer of tho 
the inhabitants in the back country, Regiment shall, on sufficient cause to him shown, make 

Ordered, That Mr. Presidont do issue his Warrancfor der to tho contrary. 
two thousand Pounds sterling, or fifteen thousand four _ Itcsolved, That it bo recommended ta.the Council of 
hundred Pounds currency, to be paid out of the Treasury, Safety, without delay, to divide the several Regiments in 
to the Commissioners for fitting out the Ship Prosper, in tho Colony into different Regiments or Battalions, so as 


order to be by them tendered to Captain ——- Smith, the not to have less than seven hundred and fifty men in each 


On motion, Ordered, ‘That Captain Lenpricre be re- 
quired forthwith to attend his duty on board the Ship Pros- 
per; that the subordinate officers be immediately nomi- 





Jato master, as payment of the purchase monvy, or valuo Regiment or Battalion. 
by appraisoment, Captain MPilliam Cattell roported the situation of the 
And a Warrant was accordingly issued. Troops on duty at Dorchester, and soma inconveniences 
Adjourned to eleven o’clock, to-morrow, which they laboured under, 
a Read a Letter from Captain Peyer Imhof’, on the samo 


subject, dated Dorchester, November 21, 1775, 

Ordered, That the Contractor for supplying tho Colo- 
ny Infantry with Provisions be desired also to supply tho 
Rangers posted at Dorchester, until further odors, 


In Congrosa, Wodnosday, Novombor 22, 1775, 
Mr. President adjourned the meeting of the Congress to 
six o'clock, in the evening, 


In Congrosa, Wodnonday evening, Novombor 22, 1775. Ordered, That the Secrotary do forthwith advertise all 
The Congress met according to adjournment, persons willing to supply Rations to the Regiment of Ay. 
And yesterday’s Journal was read. lillery in the Colony service, to deliver in their proposals, 


Read a Letter from the Committeo of Rowan County, sealed wp, to him, by he Goth ae 
North-Carolina, dated October 93, 1775, recommending Ordered, That the Lieutenant-Colonol Commandant 
that no trade or intercourso be carried on with persons who be desired to cause the said corps to be properly supplied, 
cannot produce certificates of their being friends to tho UMtil_n Contractor shall bo appointed by this Congress, or 
“American cause. the Council of Safoty for the time being. 

Read also, a Letter from Captain Edward Blake, of On motion, Resolved, That tho Ray of the Commander 
this day’s date, enclosing a certificate of tho value, by ap- of the Colony Schooner Defence be three Pounddeay- 
praisetnent, of six Schooners, sunk on the bars of Hog vency per day. ‘i 
Hiland Creek, and the Marsh Channels, to obstruct tho Ordered, That Mr, President do issue his Warrant for 
passage of ships of war through thoso channels, amount- the payment of the sum of ono thousand Pounds curren- 
ing to four thousand five hundred Pounds, cy, to Captain Simon Tufts, in part of account, for pay 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issuo his Warrant due.to the Officors and Seamen employed on board tha 

‘ 


for peyone of the said sum of four thousand five hun- Colony Schooner Defence. 
ip hdoeaiag to Captain Blake, in order to pay for said — Doetor Gould, Surgeon to the First Regimont of Foot, 
* : . : attended, made a verbab report of the state of the ‘Troops 
ey piesleriopngad onan ee in the Barracks, and represented some grievances, * : 
a Letter iro neni Lempriere, Esq., declining Ordered, That Doctor Oliphani, Captain Siebrick 
Gite an rey ean of the ship to which he and Capt, John Huger, bea Caruitos an inquire fork, 
Eig peen appointe y igCongress, state of the Hospitals, with power to supply=suéh artigles 
Apjonrned to nine o’slock, to-morrow morning, as they shall appear to stand in immediate néed of, * 


ue 
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Ordered, That the Committee for the Parish of St. 
George, Dorchester, be desired to purchase a I'lat, for the 
use of the Troops stationed there, 

On motion, Resolved, That the Seading marks over 
Charlestown Bar be forthw%h cut down and demolished. 

Ordered, That the Commissioners of the Pilotuge bo 
desired to carry the above into immediate execution. 

Ordered, That so much of the blue Cloth as has been 
lately imported at the publick expense, as shall be eces- 
sary for clothing the First and Second Regiment of Ioot, 
be forthwith issued for that purpose. 

A Petition and Remonstrance, signed John Dunn and 
Benjamin Booth Boote, was presented, and laid on the 
table, 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


: In Congyoss, Tiiday, Novembor 24, 1775. 


The Congress met according to adjournment. 

And yesterday’s Journal was read. 

Colonel Laurens, from the Committee for auditing tho 
publick Accounts, reported one as proper to be paid, due to 
Captain Hammond, and amounting to two hundred and 
twenty-six Pounds and twelve Shillings, 

Ordered, That Mr, President do issue his Warrant for 
payment of said sum. 

‘And a Warrant was issued accoilingly. 

Read a Letter from David Monaghan, a Licutonant in 
the Regiment of Rangorg, datod Dorchester, November 8, 
1775, requesting leave to rosign, on account of his ill stato 
of health, 

Ordered, That Mr. Monaghan’s resignation bo accept- 

« ed; and that Mr, President do issue a commission appoint- 
*ing Mr, John Lisle to Gill up the vacancy, 

Read a Letter from the Provincial Council of North- 
Carolina, dated [Pilmington, November 10, 1775. 

James Ravenell, Yisq., was retuned daly elected a Re- 
presentative of the Parish of St. John, Berkley County, 
in the room of John Harleston, Wsy., who lad declined 
serving. 

Mr, Ravenel at tho same time declining to serve, 

Resalued, That the Charch-wardens of the Parish of 
St, John, Berkley County, be dgsired forthwith to sum- 
mon the inhabitants of the said Parish, to meet at the 
usual place of election, on Mondiy, the fourth day of De- 
cember next, to choosd a proper person to represent the 
said Parish in the present Cougress, in tho room of James 
Ravenel, Visq., who has declined to serve, 

Ordered, ‘Lhat a copy of tho ubove Resolve be forth- 
with transmitted (o the said Clurch-wardeus. 

The Committeo on the state of the Colony delivered in 
a further Report; 

Which being taken into immediato consideration, 

Resolved, That the Colonels of the Militia in the coun- 
try do, at least onco in three months, musiet their Regi- 
ments in Battalions, not exceeding six Companies, nor 
less than three Companics. 

Whereas complgint hath been made that divers Mer- 
chants and Storekeapers have sold their Goods at an ex- 
otbitant price since the non-exportation of Merchandise 
from Great Britain: 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Dis- 
trict and Paroahial Committees, to make inquiry, whether 
the Meichants and Ssorekeepers in their several Parishes 
anéDistriets have sold their Goods at more than the usual 
advance; and if any of them should be found exorbjtant 
in that respect, that they be advertised hy the Committee 
ag, contemners of the Resolves of the Continantal and Pro- 

win] Congress, * 

+ Ordered, That the Parochial Committee of $1, Geqrec, 
Dorchester, have powor, and they are horeby empowered 
to hire ot impress a Schooner and hands, to carry bricks 
for the publick works erecting at Dorchester. 

Ordered, That the Reverend Mr. Tennent, the Rev, 
Mr, Harris, Captain Harrington, Captain Calhoun, Cap- 
tain Hammond, Captain John Huger, and Mr. ferguson, 
be a Conimittee to consider and report what manufactures 
‘are proper to be encouraged and established in this Colo- 

Fourrn Sertrs.—Vot. rv, 
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ny, and the best means for encouraging and establishing 
the same, 


Ordered, That Captain Henry Falder be authorized to 


grain the damaged Gunpowder lying in Fort Charlotte. 


Mr, Edwards, fiom the Committee for fitting out the 
Ship Prosper, reported, that they had tendered to Cap- 
tain Smith the appraised value of the said ship, and re- 
quired an assignwent of the said ship and register; That 
Captain Smith had vefased to receive the sum tendered to 
him, or to execute an assignment; but that he had deli- 
vered up the register, (now put into the hands of Mr. Pre- 
sident,) and that they had thereupon returned the money 
into the Treasury. 

The said Committee at the same time recommending 
that, in oder to enable Captain Smith Lo procure necessa- 
ries and a passage, the sum of two hundred and forty-five 
Pounds currency be issued from the ‘Treasury, and paid to 
him, . 
Ordered, That Mr, Presidant do issue his Warrant for 
the payment of the said sum to Captain Smith, 

And a Warrant was issued accordingly. 

In explanation of the order of Monday last to the Colonel 
of the Granville County Regiment of Militia, to draft one 
hundred and fifty men fiom the said Regiment, to do gar- 
rison duty at or near Lort Lytitlion, Port Royal: be it 

Mesolved, That the said Colonel have power to engage 
Volunteers for that service, if they can bo seoner got, in 
preference to a draft; and to post them accading to his 
discretion, 

Adjouued to nine o'clock, to-moivaw morning. 





In Congioss, Saturday, Novambor 25, 1775, 

"The Congress met according to adjournment, 

And the Journal of yesterday was icad, 

Ordered, That the Saag Ordnaneo Storekeeper do 
deliver to Mr. Joseph Verree, out of the publick Arsenal, 
stich Spikes and other (ron work as he shall require for 
the use of the new Battery on James? Island, 

William Moore, Esq., a Representative of the District 
of Ninety-Sie, attended, and took bis seat in Congress 5 
and gave some information of a skirmish, said to have 
happened last Monday, between the onomies of this coun- 
ty, led by Pavick Cunningham, Jacob Bowman, and 
others, and a body of Militia, under the command of Ma« 
jor Andrew TVilhamson, 

Ordered, That Mr. Edward TPeyman bo desired forth- 
with to collect together all the Public Gunpowdor still out. 
lying in private hands, and to causo the same to be deposit. 
ed in the publick Magazine. 

Ordered, Vhat Lieutenant-Colonel Rederis be required 
forthwith to go to Dorchester, and give directions for pute 
ting the Magazine Wort iu such posture as ho shall think 
will bast cnable it to repel any sadden attack that may be 
made upon it, and to order the Cannon to suel places and 
in such manner as he shall deem the most proper for its 
dofenco; and then to repair to his post at Kort Johnson 
with all despatch, And that while the Colonel shall be at 
Dorchester, he shall there reconnoitre the ground, and ex- 
amine the plans projected for tho defence thereof; and if 
he finds them deficient, that ho do make such alterations 
in them as he shall think proper, ov totally reject them, 
and delineate such a plan as he may think will most con- 
duce to the rendering it a strong armed post. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Parish of St, 
George, Dorchester, be and they are hereby authorized 
and empowered to hire or impress Nogroes, Horses, Wag- 
ons, Carts, and every thing else necessary for giving dos- 
patch to the comploting of the works of defence proper to 
be evacted at that post. 

Ordered, That the said Committee be authorized and 
required forthwith fo procure, and deposit in a propor ma- 
gazine for that purpose, at that post, a sufficient quantity 
of Provisions for victualling a body of one thousand mon 
for one month. : 

On motion, Fesolved, That this Colony be now, and it 
is hereby declared to be, in a state of actual alarm, as 
fully and effectually as if the same had been pfoclained 
in the manner and form divested and appointed by the 
Militia law. 4s 
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A motion was made, that it be referred toa Committee, 
to fix on a proper place of rendezvous, for tho Militia 
which may be thought necessary to be drafted. 

A debate onsued; and the question being put, it passed 
in the negative. 

On motion, Resolved, That six hundred men from Col. 
Powell's Regiment, and also six hundred men from Col, 
Rothmahler’s, the upper part, be forthwith detached and 
marched to rendezvous at Cougnrees; and that one hun- 
dred aud fifly men of Colonel Bull’s Regiment be like- 
wise dotached and marchad to the Cherolece Ponds; and 
that these several detachments do act under the orders of 
Colonel Richard Richardson. 

On motion, Resolved, That the samo Pay and Provi- 
sion be allowed to any Volunteers, Officers and Piivates, 
from Georgia, who may cntor into the publick service of 
this Colony, as is provided for the Militia Officers and 
Privates of this Colony. 

Ordered, That Lieutenant Colonel Roberts bo desired 
to despatch Lieutenant James Mitchell of the Regiment 
of Artillery under his command, to join the Army under 
Colonel Richardson, 

Ordered, That the publick Ordnance Storckeepor do 
deliver to Lieutenant James Mitchell, two pieces of Can- 
non, four or six-pounders, with tho necessary Stores thereto 
belonging, for the use of the Army under Col, Richardson, 

Resolved, Ubat the Committee of St, David’s Parish 
be authorized to purchase what Toad they can get, on the 
publick account. 

Adjourned to nine o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


In Congross, Sunday, Novombor 26, 1775, 


The Congress met according (o adjournment, 

And the Journal of yesterday was read, 

Mv. President reported tho following copies of Fotters, 
written by lim, by their order; 

By authority of Congress. 
Chailostown, Novombor 2, 1775, 
To Colonel Power: 

Sim: You are hereby ordered, with all possible despatch, 
to detach six hundred men of your regiment, to rendez- 
vous at the Congarees, to act under tho orders of Colonel 
Richardson. 

Lam, Sir, your most humble servant, 
Wuuram Tnxey Dravron, President. 

A like Letter was written to Col. Rothmahkler, to detach 
six handrod men from tho upper part of his Regiment. 

And also a like Lotter to Colonel Bull, to detach ono 
hundred and fifty men from bis Regiment, to rendezvous 
at the Cherokee Ponds, 

By authority of Congress, 
Charlestown, Novoniber 25, 1775, 

Sir: Colonel Powell and Colonel Rothmahler aro ench 
ordered to detach, with all possible expedition, six hundred 
men of their respective regiments, to rendezvous at the 
Congarecs, to not under your orders; and Colonel Bull is 
likewise ordered to detach one hundred and fifty men, to 
rondezvous at tho Cherokee Ponds, on tho samo service. 
You will, therefore, sir, send your orders for those forces 
accordingly. ' 

Lieutenant Mitchell, of the regiment of Artillery, is 
under orders to repair to you, with two pieces of cannon ; 
he will set out, 1 hope, in two or three days, 

We have not yet heard the issue of the late afthir at 
Ninety-Siz ; we think thero js reason to apprehend, that 
the evyent-is unfayourable tous, At any rate, your con- 
duct ouglit to be as vigorous as possible, and no less cau- 
tious, ‘Therefory, if tho enemy aro superior in numbor to 
your army, you must keep out of their reach, or you must 
so post yourself as to be ablo to maintain your station 
against their attacks, until your force shall put you in a 
condition to crush them. In short, you aro not to venture 
a general engagement, unless you have such advantages as 
promise success. 

Tam, Sir, your most humble servant, 
Wiruas Henry Drarron, President. 


To Colone] Richardson. Es 
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Major Pinckney, fiom the Committeo to consider of, 
stato, and bring into one view, the powers and wuthoritics 
proper to be vested in, and exereisud by the Council of 
Safety, delivered in their Report, 

Mr. Presidont then report the uames of the Gentle. 
men who had, on tho J6th instant, been duly elected Mem. 
bers of the Couneil of Safety, 

And thereupon, it was Resolved, Vlut Colonel Charles 
Pinckney, Col. Llenry Fanerens, the Von. Ilenry Mid- 
dleton, Thomas Ferguson, Arthur Middleton, Thomas 
Heyward, Jon. Ksqrs., the Honourable (Viltiam Ilenry 
Drayton, the Tonowuble Rawlins Lowndes, Thomas Bee, 
Benjamin Elliott, James Parsons, David Oliphant, and 
Thomas Savage, Msqrs., be, and they are hereby declared 
to be the Couneil of Safety for this Colony, 


The Report of the Committeo, on the powers and au- 
thorities proper to be vested in, and exercised by the 
Council of Salety, was then taken undbr consideration, 

And the Congress thereupon resolved and ordained as 
follaws : 

Lirst, Whereas it is necessary to vest the Council of 
Safety of this Colony, for the time being, with powers to 
enable them to act effectually for the publick safety and 
dofence: Be it Ordained, by tho Ropreseututives of the 
people of South« Caroling, in Gongress assembled, and it 
is hereby Ordained, hy tho authority of tho samo, That 
the Couneil of Safoty, or a quorum consisting of soven 
members, or a majority of such quora, shall havo, and 
they aro hereby invested with, tho direction, regulation, 
and ordering of the land and sen forces, and of the militia, 
aud all military establishments and arrangements within 
this Colony, subject always to tho contol af the Cons 
gress. 

Second, And be it also Ordained, What the Council, or 
a majority of them, as aforesaid, shall have full power and * 
authority, to appoint officers, and to Gill up vacancies in 
the lind and seu forces, in the militia, aud in the treasu. 
ry of this Colony, and that they be empowered to suspend 
any officer of the army or navy, when they shall judge it 
necessary ; and shall within a convenient time, not ex 
ceeding forty days after such suspension, order a genoral 
court-martial (o sit for the Gial of such oflieer, whose sen 
tence shall bo final, unless it shall bo otherwise detennined 
by tho Provincial Congress, 

Lhird. And be it fiether Ordained, by the authority 
aforesaid, That if, upon any exigency, it shall appear no- 
cessary to the Céuncil of Safety, w call forth the Militia, 
thoy shall havo full power and authority to carry tho acts 
of Assombly for regulating the Militia of this Colony, in 
all respects, into oxecution, ag in timo of alarm. 

Rourth. And be tt alsa Ordained, That if any com- 
plaint bo mado against any officer of the Militia, the Coun- 
cil of Safety, after having inquived into tho wath of it, and 
heard tho defence of the oflicer, if ho bath any, may rea 
move such officer, if they judgo the complaint to bo just, 
and forthwith appoint another in his stead, 

Vifth, And be it further Ordained, ‘That the Commis- 
sioners of tho Treasury shall bo undor the direction of tho 
said Council of Safety, or a majority of them as aforesaid, 
and shall be obliged to jssuo and pay all such orders as 
shall be drawn by them, for answering tho demands of the 
publick service, and no otherwise, 

Steth, And be it further Ordained, Dhat the Council 
of Safety, or a majority as aforesaid, be empowered and 
authorized to do all such matters and things relative to 
the strengthening, securing, and defending the Colony, 
as shall by then: be judged and deemed expediont and“Re- 
cussgry. Provided, nevertheless, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall oxtend, or bo’construcd to extend, to ompower 
and authorize the snid Coungil, ar majority as aforesaid, to 
dispense with, or annul any act, resolution, or order of the 
Conynental or Provincial Gongress. 

A motion was made to strikke aut the above proviso, so 
far: 

But upon a question, jt passed in the negative, 

A. motion was then made to disagree to the following 
words, concluding the said proviso: “or to empowor-and 
authorize them to nominate and appoint a General’ or Gen- 
erals over the military forees of this Colony.””  ~ 

And the question being put, it passed in the negative, . 
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Seventh. And be it also ordained, That the Provincial 
Congress will indemnify the Council of Safty in all their 
acts and proceedings under tho authority of the Congress. 

Eighth. And be it further ordained, That thuteon 
members, clected in Congress, as members of a Council 
of Safety, together with the Delegates of this Colony to 
the Continental Congress, shal] be, and they are hereby 
declared, the Council of Safety for this Colony. Provided 
always, That no person holding a military commission in 
the regular forces of this Colony, or in the Continental 
Army, shall be capable of possessing a seat, or of having 
a voice in the said Council. 

Ninth, And be it further ordained, That the said 
Council of Safety shall continue in office, and exercise the 
poweis thereunto annexed, until the end of the next ses- 
sions, and under the control of Congress. And in case 
of any vacancy in the Council of Safety, dwing the recess 
of the Congress, hy death or departare fram the Colony, 
(except upon publiek business,) the General Committee for 
the time being, after having given six weeks publick notice 
thereof in the Gazettes, shall, by ballot, fill up every such 
vacancy. 

Read the Resolve of the Continental Congress, of the 
6th of October last, recommending to arrest and secure 
persons dangerous to the safety of the Colany, ov the li- 
erties of America. 

After some debate thereon, the further consideration 
thereof was postponed. 

And the Congress adjourned to nine o’clock, to-morrow 
morning. 


In Congress, Monday, Novembor 27, 1775. 


The Congress met according lo adjournment. 

And the Jotun of yesterday was read. 

Major ElKott, of the Regiment of Aultillery, having 
made application for Bounty Money to raise reeiuits for 
that corps, and for directions where to placo the said re- 
cruits as they shall be raised, 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue bis wairant on 
the Treasury, for tho payment of fourteen hundred Pounds 
currency, to Major Barnard Elliott, for tho rceruiting ser- 
vice in the Regiment of Artillery, to be accounted for. 
And that the recruits for the said Regiment be posted at 
the most convenient and near places to the several batte- 
ries in Charlestown, under the cofamand of the Artillery ; 
and that such places be fitted up accordingly, 

An Account of Captain Robert Cochran, amounting to 
one hundred and thirty Pounds and five Shillings, being 
laid before the Congross, 

Ordered, ‘That Mv. President do issue his Warrant for 
the payment thereof. 

And a Warrant was issued accordingly. 

On motion, Resolved, That Colonel Moulirte be direct 
ed forthwith (o order a detachment of forty Privates, who 
are best acquainted with maritime affairs, to do duty and 
serve on boas the armed Ship Prosper, for one month, 
unless sooner discharged by proper authority, 

On motion, Resolved, That the Delegates of this Colo- 
ny in the Continegtal Congress be immediately applied to, 
to use their utmost endeavours to procure two hundred 
able Seamen, to be engaged in the northern Colonics, and 
sent hither with all possible despatch, for manning the 
armed Vessels inf the Colony service. And that they be 
requested to cause the encouragement offered by this Co- 
Jony, to be made as publick as possible. 


A motion was made, that previous to any attack upon 
the Men of War in the Road, the intended attack gipon 
such ships shall be notified to Lord Hlliaem Campbell, if 
Mp. shall then be on board. ,, 

+ Abdebate ensued; and the question being put, 

Resolved in the affirmativer < 

On Mtiin, Resolved, That the Council of Safety do 
pay such ‘Atobunts as to thom shall appear reasonable, for 
the subsisténdé in diet, for the Serviage, and for the car- 
riage of the Sick, of recruits for the Provincial Forces, 
from their enlistment to ‘the time of their being brought to 
head-quarters, 3 

On motion, Resolved, That the powers of the Geperal 
Committee, the Committee of Observation, and all the 
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Parochial and District Committees throughout the Colony, 
be, and they are hereby revived and continued. 

A motion being made, that the Commissions issued by 
the late Council of Safety to Cuptain Allston’s Volunteer 
Company of Foot Rangers or Rovers, in the Craven Coun- 
ty Militia, be withdrawn, 

A debate arose; and the question being put, it passed 
in the negative. 

A motion was then made, that the late Council of Safo- 
ty’s appointment of the Company of Foot Rangers or Ro- 
vers being confirmed, the said Company is hereby declared 
subject to patiol duty, and liable to be called out upon 
emergencies, by the Field Officeis of the District; also 
subject to the orders of the Commander-in-Chief of any 
embodied Troops, with which the said Company shall be 
called into service, 

A debate ensued ; and the question being put, 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 


Adjourned to nine o’clock, to-morrow. 


In Congross, Tuesday, Noyombor 28, 1775, 


The Congress met according to adjournment. 

And yesterday’s Journal was read. 

On motion, Resolved, That Wuppoo Cut bo forthwith 
cleared and deepened, so as to render it navigable lor Ves- 
sels of greater burden than hitherto havo or at present can 
pass through it. 

Ordered, 'Thut Messrs. Isaac Rivers, Thomas Rose, 
and Richard Lutson, be, and they are hereby appoiuted 
Coumissioners to causo the above resolve to be canied 
into immediate execution. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Battery of two or three 
pieces of Cannon be forthwith erected on the whut of 
William Gibbes, Msq., by the Commissioneis appointed 
to ereet the additional Batteries lately ordered for the de- 
fence of the harhour of Charlestown, 

Mr. George Abbot all, hom tho Commissioners of 
the Pilotage, reported, that agrevable to the order of Con- 
gross, they had yesterday caused tho Jeading mak over 

Charlestown Bar to be cut down and destroyed, 

On motion, Resolved, That the Returns sent by the 
soveral Sherif of this Colony to the Seeretary, (in con- 
sequence of an order of the late General Committec,) of 
the persons confined in their respective Jails, be referred 
to a Committee, 

Ordered, That the Hon. Mr. Lowndes, Mr. John Rut 
ledge, and Mr, Arthur Middleton, ho a Committee to 
whom the above Returns be referred; and that they do 
consider and repoit what measures aio proper to be adopt- 
ed thereon, 

On motion, Resolved, That tha Council of Snfoty de- 
viso and take such steps, as that the prisoners in the com- 
mon Jails, whose offences ave bailable, be discharged 
upon proper bail, and for the roliof of poor debtors, 

Doctor Oliphant, from the Committee appointed to ox- 
amine into the state of the Hospitals, delivered in their 
Report, 

Which being taken into immediate consideration, 

Resolved, That a General Hospital for sick and wound- 
ed men of the Provincial Land Forces, for Seamen, and 
the Militia, be established; and that a Director-General 
thereof be appointed. 

Ordered, That the foregoing’ Resolve bo reforred to the 
Council of Safety, to be by them carried into execution. 

On motion, Resolved, That one-third of the Berkley 
County Regiment of Militin, one-third of tho Colleton 
County Regiment, and two hundred men from the Gran- 
ville County Regiment, (the sea islands oxecpted,) be 
forthwith drafted, and marched to the general rendezvous 
at Dorchester ; that the two remaining thirds of the said 
Regimonts be held in readiness, to relieve those drafts, 
according to orders; and that the Jndian company of Ro- 
yers, commanded by Captain Jon Allsion, be ordered to 
scour tho sea coast from Sewee Bay to Haddrel’s Point, 
subject to the ordeis of the Council of Safety. : 

On motion, Resolved, That the Commitiees for tHe sea 
islands be, and they are heapby authorized and required 
forthwith to erect look-outs at the same places, and cause 
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the same signals of alarm and notices to be given as have 
been usual in timo of war; and that this Congress will 
cause the expense thereof to be pid. 

Inasmuch as it is the sense of the Continental Congress 
that Charlestown ought to bo defended to the last extremi- 
ty against any attack ; and this Congress think such de- 
fence absolutely nocessary; and an attack js apprehended ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That it be recommended, and it is hereby vo- 
commended, that all such peisons who are by law consi- 
dered as sesidents in Charlestown, and liable to bear arms, 
and have departed, do forthwith retun to Charlestown ; 
and that all persons, iesidents as aforesaid, and liable to 
bear arms, and who are in Charlestown, do not depart 
therefrom. 

A motion being mado for the addition of the words, 
“ without permission first had and obtained,” to tho above 
resolve, 

A debate ensued; and the question being put, 

Jt passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That all the Resolves entered into by this 
Congress, during their present session, respecting the Mili- 
tia of this Colony, be forthwith printed and published, in 
handbills, and also in the Gazettes, 

Adjourned to six o’clock, in the evening. 


In Congresa, ‘Iuosday, Novombor 28, 1775, P, M. 
The Congress met according to adjouinment, 


On motion, Resolved, That Lioutenant-Coloncl Ro- 
boris, or the commanding officer of the Regiment of Ar- 
tillory in Charlestown, ba, and he is heroby authorized and 
empoweied to cause proper forges for heating cannon- 
balls to bo forthwith erected and built, at or noar such 
batteries as he shall think them necessary, + 

Ordered, That Cuptain Gillon be added to the Com- 
missioners for fitting out, arming, and manning the Ship 
Prosper, 

Ordered, That Commissions bo made out to fill up the 
vacancies in Colone] Powell's Rogiment of Militia. 

Ordered, That threo hundred pounds weight of Gun- 
powder be delivered, out of the publick stock reserved for 
the inland defence of this Colony, to the order of the Com- 
mittee of St, David’s Parish, to he distributed amongst 
such of the men in Colonel Powell’s Regiment as aro un- 
provided, to be by thom reserved for publick uses only. 


Wheroas we have intelligence that a certain person has 
beon sont by General Gage, to raise Reeruits in this Colo- 
ny, for an Army whoso object is to kill and destroy the in- 
nocent inhabitants of these Colonies: 

It is therefore declared, by authority of Congress, That 
this Colony will consider such an attempt, by any man, ag 
tho highest crimo against tho peace, liberty, and safety of 
its inhabitants; and thot any person found so offending, 
will bo tronted with all that 1igour which tho nature of so 
enormous a crime desorves. ‘I'he inhabitants of this Co- 
Johy aro therefore warned against the base and cruel nt- 
tempts of any such cmissnries; and all manner of persons 
are hereby requested to be watchful to detect and scizo 
any and evary such person; and all reasonable charges 
shall be borne by the publick, and a handsome reward al- 
lowed for apprehending and securing him or them, 

Ordered, That eleven hundred pounds weight of Gun- 
powder, and a proportionable quantity of Cannon Balls, 
be delivared to the Hon. Major Eliott, for the use of the 
several batteries under the direction of the Artillery. 


‘Ordered, That the Journals of the present Session of 
Congress*be printed with all possible despatch ; and when 
printed, delivered to the Committee of Intelligence, in order 
to be by them despatched threo to each Delegate through- 
out the Colony, who shall properly distribute the same, 

The Rev. Mr. Tennent, from the Committee on the 
state of Manulactories in this Colony, delivered in a further 
Report. 

Which being read, and taken into immediate considera- 
tion: . 

And the whole Report being gone through, the Con- 
gress.came to the followingResolutions thereupon, viz: 

Resolved, That a premium of two hundred Pounds cur- 
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roncy, be given to the person erecting a Saltpetre work in 
this Colony, that shall first produce filly pounds weight of 
good and merchantable Saltpetre ; also a premiua of one 
hundred and filly Pounds, to tho person erecting the se« 
coud work, that shall next pOduce a like quantity of like 
saltpetro; also a premium of ono ludred Pounds cur 
rency, to the peison orecting a third work, ‘producing the 
next like quantity and quality of saltpovo 5 and a premium 
of fifty Pounds currency, to the person who shall next 
manufacture a like quantity and quality of saltpotro fiom 
a fourth wok: Provided, That such parecls of saltpetra 
as aforesaid, shall have been produced before the Commit. 
tees of the Parishes or Districts respectively, where the 
same shall have been manufactined, and shall have been 
by the parties so producing, declared upon oath, on or be- 
fore the first day of September next, before the Commit- 
tees aforesaid, to have been manufactured as aforesaid, 
And that, upon the said Cominittees granting certificates, 
that the saltpetre is good and merchantable, and when pro- 
duced before them, the premiums to whieh the said par 
eels of saltpctre aro respectively ontitied, shall be paid ac- 
cordingly. And that tho publick will purchase, and allow 
half'a dollar the pound, for all the good and merchantable 
sattpetre that shall bo produced and manufactured in this 
Colony, before the said first day of September next, over 
and above the premiums aforesaid, 

Resolved, ‘That a premium of two hundred Pounds cur 
rency, bo given to the person who shall erect a Sulphoy 
work in this Colony, that shall first produce one hundred 
pounds weight of merchantable sulphur; a premiun of 
one hundred Pounds to the person erecting a like work, 
producing the next like quantity and quality; and a 
premium of fifty Pounds for tho like quantity and quality’ 
of sulphur manulactured at a third work, ‘hh proofs to 
be made, certifientes obtained, and premiums to bo paid, 
in like manner as for saltpetra, And that tho pablick will 
purchase, and give for all the meiehantuble sulphur that 
shall bo made in the Colony, before tho first day of sSep- 
tember next, five Shillings currency the pound, over and 
above the premiums aforesaid, 

Resolved, ‘hata premium of one thousand Pounds cur- 
roncy bo given to the person who shall erect a Bloomery in 
this Colony, that ala first produco, manufactured thereat, 
one ton of good Bar lron; a premium of cight hundred 
Pounds to the person erecting another bloomery, whereat 
the noxt lilee quantity of bar irou shall have boon manu 
factored; and a premium of soven hundred Pountls to 
the person erecting a third such wrk, whereat shall have 
been manufactured a like quantity of dike iron. Those 
premiums over and ahove the common prices of such iron, 

Resolved, ‘Phat a promium of five hundred Pounds cm 
roncy, shall bo given to tho persan who shall orect a pro- 
per work in this Colony, for manufacturing good Bar Stoel, 
upon his producing five hundred pounds wens made 
thereat; a like promium to the person who shall produce 
the next like quantity, mado at another liko work; and 
algo a premium of five hundred Pounds currency to the 
person, who, from a’third like work, shall produce tho like 
quantity. : 

Resolved, ‘That a premium of seven hundred Pounds 
currency be given to the person whoeshall produce the 
first one thousand pounds weight of Nail Rods, manufac- 
tured ata proper rolling and slitting mill, erécted by him 
in this Colony, over and above the common price. 

Resolved, That a premium of one hundred and fifty 
Pounds currency, over and above the common price, be 
given to the person who shall firs? make filty largaggnd 
substantial Gun Locks, such as are commonly called bridle 
locke, and sell at thirty-five to forty-five Shillings each ; 
the manufacturer ongaging to proceed in the business, 

Resolved, That a premiwn of threo hundred Pounds 
currency be given to the person who shall ercet the first 
proper works for manafacturtng of Salt in this Colony, upon 
one hundred bushels of good salt having been produced 
therefrom 3 and a premiam of two hundred Pounds to the 
person producing from other like works, the next like quan- 
tity of gaod salt. eae 

Resolved, That 2 premium of five hundred Pounds sur- 
rency be given to the person who shall first erect and es- 
tablish a proper Paper Mill in this Colony, upon: producing 
three reams of good writing paper, manufactured thereat. 
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Resolved, That a premium of (ive hundred Pounds cur- 
rency be given to the person who shall first erect a proper 
work for'manufacturing Lead in this Colony, on producing 
one thousand pounds weight made at said work; a pre- 
mium of two hundred Potnds to the person who shall 
next produce one thousand pounds of lend, manufactured 
at another work in this Colony; and a premiun of one 
hundred Pounds to the peison who shall erect a third such 
work, producing the like quantity of lead, 

Resolved, That this Congress will give the same pre- 
miums and encouragement for the manufacturing of Linens, 
Cottons, and other articles, as are allowed and given by an 
act of the General Assembly of this Colony, passed in the 
year 1770; and for the manufacturing of Woollens in pro- 
portion, 2 

And further, it is Resolved, That application, oath, and 
certificate, relative to the manufacturing every article, upon 
which premiums aye to be given, shall be made and grant- 
ed, by the manufacturers respectively, and the Committees, 
as stated and specified in relation to Saltpetre. 

Adjourned to nine o’clock, to-morrow morning, 


In Congioss, Weduosday, November 29, 1775. 


The Congress met according to adjournment. 

And the Journal of yesterday was read, 

On motion, Resolved, That all fituve vacancies, by the 
decease, refusal to act, or removal from the Colony, of any 
members of Congress, or of Parochial and District Com- 
mittees, shall be filled up in the usual way of electing, 
hy the inhabitants of tho respective Parishes or Districts 
where such vacancies shall happon, after a time has been 
appointed, and sufficient notice thereof given by the ro- 
spective Parochial or District Committees. 

Daniel de Saussure and Robert William Powell, Visqrs., 
the Delegates sent from this Congress to the Provincial 
Congress of Georgia, upon the late commencement of 
hostilities against this place, returned, aud roported some 
pernicious illicit practices which had come under their ob- 
servation, relative to the disposal and exportation of Indigo 
from Georgia. ' 

Whereupon the Congress came to the following Reso- 
lution: 

Whereas the Continental Congress, on tho first day of 
November last, resolved, ‘That yo produce of the United 
Colonies be exportod (excupt from Colony to Colony, undor 
the direction of the Committees of Inspaction and Obsor- 
vation, and oxcept from one part to anothor of the samo 
Colony) before the first day of March next, without the 
permission of this Congress; and that no Rice be export- 
ed under the exception contained jn tho fourth article of 
the Association, from any of the United Colonies, to Great 
Britain, Ireland, ov the Islands of Jersey, Guernsey, Sark, 
Alderney or Man, or any other European Island or settle- 
ment within tho British Dominions :” Wherefore, to give 
efficacy to so important an act, it is hereby published and 
declared, to the end that all porsons govern themselves 
accordingly. 

Ordered, That Mr, President be dosired to write to 
Georgia, relative to tho exportation of Indigo and Rice, 
inoJosing a copy oP the Continental Resolve relative to the 
latter. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Thanks of this Congress 
be returned to the President and Members of the late 
Council of Safety, for their great diligence in their attend- 
ance on the publick athirs of this Colony, 

thd Mr. President returned the ‘Thanks of the Congress 
accordingly, to those gentlemen. 

On mation, Resolved, That Messrs. Andrew Frederick, 
Bajar Moorer, and Isham Clayton, be, and they are here- 
bysappointed Commissioners for repairing and ‘keeping in 
repairs the publick road between the Charlestown Digtrict 
line, and the line of the Parish of St. Andrew. And that 
the said iptermediate District do elect a District Commit- 
an after having given proper notice of such intended elec- 

ion. 

Ordered, That the Committeo of Intelligence do, in 
future, enter into proper books, to be kept for that pur- 
pose, minutes of all their transactions ; together with copies 
of all the letters that shall be written by and to them. 
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And that they do produce the books, containing whatever 
shall be done or wiitten, by order of the Council of Safety 
or General Committee, to either of those bodies respeo- 
tively by whom the same has been ordcied, whenever 
required so to do, . 

On motion, Resolved, That Colonel Laurens, Colonel 
Pinckncy, the Won, Mr, Lowndes, My, Merguson, Mr. 
Hdwards, Mv. Joseph Kershaw, and Col. Daniel Horry, 
be, and they ae hereby appointed a Committce to make 
diligent inquiry, during the recess of Congress, and seport 
carly at the next meeting thereof, what communications 
between different Rivers in this Colony, the present or 
fature circumstances of our affiis may sender absolutely 
necessary to be opened, or prove beneficial, paiteulaly 
between Santee and Cooper Rivers, and Liisto aud Ash- 
ley Rivers; the manner in which tho same may be most 
effectually and expeditiously carried into execution; and 
estimates of the expense that will attend the same, 

On motion, Resolved, That the Hon, Henry Middleton, 
Thomas Lynch, Kisy., Colonel Christopher Gadsden, John 
Rutledge, and Kdward Rutledge, Esqis., av any two of 
them, be, and they are herehy continued, and fully autho- 
rized, to represent this Colony in the Amadcan Congress 
now holding at Philadelphia; with the samo powers as 
were vested in those gentlemen at their cleetion by the 
Into Congress of this Colony held in June Inst. 

On motion, Resolved, ‘That tho counterfeiting or imi- 
tating any of the Certificates issued and passing current, ag 
inovey, by authority of Congress, or uttering, knowing the 
same to be countorleit, be, and is hereby declared a capi 
tal offence, and punishable, as such, by authority of Con- 
gress. 

On motion, Resolved, That this Congress shall be ad- 
journed to the first day of Felruary next, And that those 
inembers who do not attond tho service of their country at 
the snid adjournment, shall then be sent for, at their own 
expense, unless yood and satisfactory reasons shall then be 
given for their non-attendance,’ 

On motion, Resolved, ‘That the making a proper cone 
pensation to the Secivtary for his services, and also to his 
Assistant during the present Session of Congress, be left ta 
tho diseretion of the Council of Safety. 

On motion, Resalucd, That the Thanks of this Congress 
bo returned to the several persons who have been yolun- 
teers in, or otherwise engaged in hazardous services, for 
the benefit of this Colony or the common causo, And 
that the Council of Safety be authorized and empowered 
to bestow honorary or othor Rewards, upon such as they 
shall think entitled to either. 

Captain John Joiner being present in Congress, Mr. 
Presidont returned him their Thanks for his lato sei vices. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Thanks of the Congress 
aro duo to the Rev. Mr. Lonnent, and also to the Revs 
Mr, Oliver art, for the important services by them re- 
spectively rendered to this Colony, in their late progress 
into the back country. 

And tho Rev. Mr. Tennent being present, received the 
Thanks of the Congress accordingly. 

On motion, Resolved, That the ‘Thanks of this Congress 
be returned to the Ion. William Henry Drayton, Prest- 
dent thereof, for the diligence and propriety with which he 
has discharged the duties of that important station, And 
that the Hon. Mr, Lowndes do, on the part of the Con- 
gress, deliver to My, President their Thanks accordingly. 

The Hon, Mr, Lowndes then addressed the Chair, in 
words to the following effect ; 

“Mr. Presipews: The Congress, sensible of your in- 
togrity of heart, and ability of mind, placed you in the 
chair, for the most important purposes. Your unwearied 
attendance, during this long session, and your conduct, haye 
given the most perfect satisfaction. You are theréfore 
justly entitled to the Thanks of this Congress, who have 
made me the instrument by which their Thanks are present- 
ed to you, and which, in their namo, I do present,” * 


On motion, Resolved, That the Thanks of the Congress 
be also presented to Peter ‘Timothy, their Seoi@pity, for 
his great diligence, unwearied attention, and adcilfacy, in 
the execution of his office, * m 
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And Thanks wereaccordingly returned to him from the 
chair, 

Ordered, That Mr. President be requested to transmit 
to the Council of Safety at Salisbury in North- Carolina, 
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a copy of the Petition and Romonstrance of Mossrs. Dunn 
and Boote, desiring to know their pleasure thereon. 

Tho Congress was then adjourned to Thursday, the Grst 
day of Mebruary next. 








VIRGINIA CONVENTION. 

Proceedings of the Convention of Delegates hold at the 
Town of Richmond, in the Colony of Virginia, on ’ri- 
day, the first of December, 1775, aud afierwards by 
adjourmnent in the City of Wéilamsburgh. Presont: 


Fon Ausomansn: John Walker und Chas, Lewis, Usqra. 

For Amvxta: John Tabb and John Finn, Esquires. 

For Anuunst : Milliam Cabell, Jun., and Joseph Cabell, 
Esquires, : 

Ton Aveusra: Samuel MeDowel and Thomas Lewis, 
Wsyuises. 

For Beprorn: John Talbot, Esquire. 

For Borprounr: Andrew Lewis and John Bowyer, 
Esquires. 

For Brunswick; Prederick Maclin and Henry Laze- 
well, Esquires, 

For Bucxinean: Thomas Patterson, Esquire. 

For Brnkniuy: Robert Rutherford and William Drew, 
Esquires. 

For Cannone; £dmund Pendleton and Janes Taylor, 
Hequires. 

For Caanias Cry: Filliam Acrill and Benjamin Jlar- 
rison, Jun, Msquires. 

For Crantoren: Paul Carrington and Isaac Read, 
Esquires. 

Fon Cangsenneriun: Archibald Cary and Benjanin Wat. 
kins, Msquires. 

You Curperrru: Iunry Pendleton and Henry Field, 
Jun., squires, 

For Cumpintany: William Fleming and John Mayo, 
Kaquires. 

Por Dirwiom: Jokn Banister aud John Ruffin, Esqus. 

Fon Duxsonu: Jonathan Clarke and Peter Muhlonburg, 
Usquires, 

Tor ltizaneru Crry: Henry King aud Horlich West- 
wood, Msquires. 

Por Esorx: James Edmonson andl Meriwether Smith, 
Esquires. 

Fon Mainwax: Charles Broadwater, Msquire. 

Vor Pavquimn: James Scott, Visynire, 

For Farpnnick: Rev, Charles M. Thruston, 

For Funcastun: ee ae 

Fon Groversran: Thomas Whiting, Esquire. 

Fon Gooousnann: John Woodson and Thomas M, Ran- 
dolph, Esquives. 

Fon Wararax: Nathaniel Terry and Micajah TWathins, 
Lsquires. 

Fon Haursumn: Janes Mercer and Joseph Neaville, 
Msquires, 

For Haxovin: John Syme and Samucl Meredith, Esqrs. 

For Uenntco: Richard Adams aud Richard Randolph, 
Tsquires. 

For Jans Crey; Robert C. Nicholas and William Nor- 
vell, Lsquires. 

For Isut-or-Wicnt: John §, Wills and Josiah Parker, 
Esquires, ' 

For Kine Geonan: Joseph Jones and William Fitzhugh, 
Esquires, 

For Kine anp Queen: George Brooke, Esquire. 

For Kine Winniav: Carter Braxton and William Ay- 

lett, Esquires. 

on Lancaster: James Selden and Chas. Carter, Fsqrs. 

For Loubous: Francis Peyton and Josiah Clapham, 
Esquires. 

Fon Louisa: Thos, Johnson and Thos. Welker, Fsqrs. 

for Lunennune: David Garland and Thomas ‘abb, 
Esquires, 

For Mmpresex: Edmund Berkeley and James Monta- 
gue, Esquites, 

For Mecxiensuren: Robert Burton and Bennet Goode, 

1 Esquires. 

Pon Nansevonn: James Murdaugh and Andrew Meade, 
ESqhires. a4 


For Nuw-Kenv: Burwell Bassett and Bartholomew 

Dandridge, squires. 

For Norvornn: ZLhomas Newton, Jon, and James Holt, 

Esquires. 

For Nonruanprow: Michael Christian, Wsquiro. 

For Norrnunacenann: Peter DP. Lhornion and Rod- 
ham Kenner, squires, 

For Onanae: Thos. Barbour aud dames Taylor, Esqrs. 

fon Prevsyuvantas Peter Perkins and Benjanin Lank- 

Jord, Msquires, 

Tor Princes Kowann: 

Msquires, 

For Pruncu Goren: Richard Bland and Peter Poyth- 
ress, Esquires. 

For Prinenss Annn: Christopher Hright, squire, 

Vor Prunce Wuaaam: Slenry Lee and Thomas Black- 
durn, Usquires, 

For Ricumonp: Robert TP, 

Waquires, 

For Sovramrron: Mdwin Gray and Henry Taylor, 

Msquires. 

Por Srorravnyiwwia: Georwe Stubblefield and Mann 

Page, Jon., Msquires, 

Kor Stavvonn: Charles Carter, Jun,, and Thomas Lad- 
well Lice, Waquires, 
Pou Srany: Allen Cocke and Nicholas Wauleon, Jun, 

Usquives. . 
Von Sussex: David Mason and Henry Gee, Msquives. 
For Wanwsren: William Harwood and [William Lang 

horne, Bsquires, 

Fon Wrsemonniann: Richard Lee and John A, Wash- 

ington, squires. . 

For Your: Dudley Digges and Lligh Nelson, Esqrs, 
For Jamusrown: Champion Travis, Nsquire. 
Fon Witrsansporait: Joseph Prentés, Msquire. 

Paul Carrington, Misq., 0 Dolegnte for tho County of 
Charlotte, reminded the Convention of tho doath of the 
Ttonourable Peyton Randolph, Msq., the late worthy Pre- 
sident, which made it necessary {p appoint another, and 
did recommend Edmund Penilcton, Msy., as a gentleman 
in overy respect qualified to fil that important office, Te 
was seconded by James Mercer, Msq., & Delugnto for the 
County of Uanpshére ; and upon a question put, the said 
Edmund Pendleton was eloctudl President, and tole the 
chai necordingly, from whence he made his aeknowledg- 
ments for this distinguishod mark of theiv favour, in calling 
him to an offico of such honour aud importance, as unsoli- 
cited ag unmerited, Lo eutreatad their candour and ngsist- 
anco Ww enable him to discharge it with propriety, in which 
he promised overy oxertion of his small abilitigs. + 

Ordered, That My, Joka Tazewell be appointed Clerk 
of this Convention, e 

A Letter from Colonel [Poodford, of tho Second Regi- 
ment, was laid before the Convention, and read; repre- 
senting the sijuation of the Troops unger his command, 


Robert Latwaon and Wn. Bibb, 


artery and alter Jones, 


and of those under Lord Dunmore; that be had received 


an offer of assistance from tho commanding officor of the 
Troops stationed in North- Caroline, not far distant, gghich 
ho had hitherto declined to call for, thinking the force he 
had at present sufficient, but that he would take his moa- 
sures ns circumstances should occur, 

Resolved, Vhat the Pregdent bo required, in a Letter 
to Colonel Moodford, to bo sont by express, to desire he 
valle the success of hiv arms as little ag possible, and, 
if there is nol a moral probability af security with the 
Troops ho hath, he will embrace the offer of assistance 
from those of North-Cgrolina, by sending immediately for 
them, + 

Ordered, That My. Francis Eppes be appointed Mes- 
senger to this Convention, ae 

Resolved, That Mr. Joseph Prentis, who is elected a 
Delegate to represent the City of Wilkamsburgh, in the 
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room and during the necessary absence of George Wythe, 
Esq., ong of the Delegates for this Colony in General 
Congress, be admitted into this Convention as a Delogate 
for the said city. 

The Convention adjoursied till Monday next eloven 
o’clock, then to mect in tho City of MWilliamsburgh, 

Willinmsburgh, Monday, Decrmbor 4, 1775, 

The Convention met according to adjournment; but 
there not being membors sufficient to procced to business, 
adjourned till to-morrow ten o'clock. 


Tuostay, Decombor 5, 1775, 


Resolved, That the Rev. Thomas Price be appointed 
Chaplain to this Convention, and that he be desired to 
read prayers every morning, at ten o’clock. 

Resolved, That Yohn A. Washington, Esq., having ac- 
cepted the office of Sheriff of tho County of Westmore- 
land, is incapable of sitting and voting in this Conven- 
tion «sa Delegate for the said County, and that the Pre- 
sident issue his Warrant for the election of a Delegate for 
the said County, and for all other Counties and Corpo- 
rations as are not represented in this Convention, by the 
necessary attendance of the Delegates appointed to re- 
present this Colony in General Congioss, during their ab- 
sence, 

Ordered, That tho Committee of Safety do lay their 
Procoedings bofore this Convention. 

Several Letters received by tho Committce of Safety, 
from the Commitice for the County of Elizabeth City, 
were presented to the Convention, and ardered to he re- 
ferred to Mr. Mercer, My, Bland, Mr. Henry Lee, Mr, 

*Treasurer, Joseph Jones, Mr. Holt, My. Newton, Mv. 
King, Mr. Rufin, and Mr, Read, and they are to report 
such thereof to this Convention as may concern the pub- 
lick, 

Mr. Bland from the Committee of Safety, according to 
order, laid before the Convention tho Proceedings of the 
said Committeo, which were ordered to lio on the tablo. 

The President laid before the Convention several Lot- 
ters received from the Delegates of this Colony in General 
Congress, and others, which were ordered to lie on the 
table. i 

Resolved, That this Convention will,immediatoly re- 
solve itself into a Cominittee to tale into their considera- 
tion the state of the Colony; and that the Letters laid 
before this Convention by the President, together with the 
Proceedings of the Committee of Safety, be referred to 
the said Committee. . 

Tho Committed accordingly resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee on the state of the Colony; and after some time 
spont therein, Mr. Prosident resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Treasurer reported, that the Committee had, according to 
order, had undgr their consideration the state of the Colo- 
ny, but not having time to go through the same, had di- 
rected him to move for lenve to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convontion will to-morrow resolve 
itself into n Committee to take into their farther considera- 
tiéh the state of the Colony, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety be revived, 
and that they continue to exercise the powers with which 
they were vested by the several Ordinances until the end 
of this session, . ; 

Ordered, That Mr. Cary, Mr, Adams, Mr. Parker, 
Mr. Banister, and My. Willian Cabell, be appointgg 0 
Committee to examine Charles Robertson, who hath been 
apprehended as a suspected poygon, together with the seve- 
ral‘Papers found in his possossion, and make report, 


Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ton o'clock, 


F Wednesday, Docombor 6, 1775. 
A proposition from the Rev. Jéhn Dizon was present- 
ed to the Convention and read; setting forth, that by se- 
veral experiments made in the County of Gloucester, he 
finds he can make considerable quantities of Salt, and de- 
siring the encouragement of the publick in so useful an 
undertaking. 
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Ordered, That the said proposition do lia on the table. 
Resolved, ‘That the Commanding Officer of the Forces 

raised for the protection and defence of this Colony do 

lay bef re the Convention a state and return of the Forces 
under his command, and of their several stations. 

Resolved, That all intercepted Letters which aro sup- 
posed to concern tho publick be transmitted to the Com- 
mittee of Safety, unopened, 

Mr, Mercer, from the Committee appointed to report 
such of tho Letters transmitted to the Committee of Safe- 
ty from the Committee of the County of Elizabeth City, 
as concerned the publick, reported several of the said Let- 
ters, 

Ordered, That the said Letters be referred to the Com-~ 
mittee on the state of the Colony: 

The President laid before the Convention a Letter fiom 
Colonel Woodford, in answer to one formerly written to 
him. 

Ordered, That the said Letter be refered to the Com- 
mittee on the state of tho Colony. 

Several Letters lately received from the Committee for 
tho County of Blizabeth City wore presented to the Con- 
vention, and ordered to be referred to (he Commnittce for- 
merly appointed to report such Letters as should be found 
to concern the publick. 

‘The Commanding Officer of the Forces raisod for the 
defence and protection of this Colony laid before the Con- 
vention, according to order, a state and return of the Forers 
under his command. 

Ordered, ‘That the same be roferred to the Committee 
on the state of the Colony. 


The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the state of the 
Colony ; and after some time spent therein, Mr. President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. ‘Thacher reported, that the 
Committee had, according to order, had under their consi- 
deration the state of tho Colony, but not having timo to yo 
through the same, had desired him to move for loave to sit 
again, 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow vesolve 
itself into the said Committee, 

Adjourned tilt to-morrow, half afler ten o'clock. 


Thurmlay, Docombor 7, 1775. 

Resolved, That Colonel Woodford, of the Second Regi- 
ment, be empowered to cinploy a Scerctary, with the same 
wages ag aro allowed to the Secretary of the Colonel of 
the First Regiment. 

Ordered, ‘That the proposition of tho Rev. John Dizon, 
for the manufactory of Salt, be referred to Mr. Bravton, 
Mr, Mason, Mv. Carter of Stafford, Mv. Thomas Walker, 
and Mr. Clapham,.and they are to report the same, with 
their opinion thereupon, to the Convention, 


Mt. Mercer, from the Committee appointed to report 
such of the Letters lately received from the Committeo for 
the County of Elizabeth City, as concerned the publick, 
reported several of the said Letters. 

Ordered, That the said Letters be veferred ta the Com- 
mittee on the state of the Colony, 


The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into 2 Committee on tho state of the 
Colony ; and after some time spent therein, Mr. Prosident 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Treasurer reported, that the 
Committee had, according to order, bad under their consi- 
deration the state of the Colony, and had come to a Re- 
solution thereupon, which ho read in his place, and then 
dolivered in at the Clerk’s table, whore the same wns again 
twice read and agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committoe, that 
five hundred effective Men, three Companies whereof to 
be Riflemen, be employed for the protection and defence 
of the Counties of Northampton and Accomack, 7 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow again 
resolye itself’ into a Committee, to take into theiffyrther 
consideration the state of the Colony, peer 

Adjourned till to-morrow, at half after te oiclock. 
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Friday, Docomber 8, 1775. 

The President laid before tho Convention a Letter re- 
eeived from Colonel Moaad ford, of the Second Regiment. 

Ordered, That the said Letter be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the state of the Colony. 

A Proclamation issued by Lord Dimore, the 7th of 
November last, declaring martial law to be enforced through- 
out this Colony, and requiing every person capable of 
bearing arms to resort to Llis Majesty’s standard by him 
erectad in the Town of Norfollc, ov be considered as trai- 
tors to His Mujesty’s crown and Government, and further 
declaring all negroes and indented servants capable of bear- 
ing arms, and appertaining to rebels, free; also, a certificate 
of an oath taken by several of the inhabitants of the Coun- 
ties of Nonfolle and Princess Anne, in consequence there- 
af; were presented to the Convention and read. 

Ordered, That the said Pioclamation and Certificate be 
referred to Mr. Lreasurer, Mr. Bravton, Mr. Rutherford, 
Mr. Jones, Mr. Banister, My. Parker, My. Cary, Mr. 
Smith, the Rev. Mr. Muhlenburg, and Mr. Page ; and 
they are to draw up a Declavation in answer thereto, and 
mako report. 

Ordered, That the said Committes do also select for 
publication such of the Letters laid before this Convention 
as they shall think proper. 

Resolved, That the venders of Salt, imported not con- 
trary to the Continental Association, be allowed to demand 
and receive whatever price they can obtain for that neces- 
sary article, 

Lesolved, That the Treasurer of this Colony for the 
time being be required to purchase for the publick uso, all 
the good and merchantable Gunpowder which may be ini- 
potted into this Colony, or manufactured here, at any 
time within six months, and allow the price of six Shillings 
per pound for tho same. 

Resolved, ‘That Joseph Cabell, Thomas Randolph, and 
Jerman Buker, Gentlemen, be appointed Commission- 
ers to receive for and pay to the several claimants, in 
tho Southern District, for services in tho late oxpedition 
against the Jadians, whatever may be duc them from the 
publick, and not called for at tho ‘Treasury; and that 
Lraneis Peyton, George Rootes, and John Neavill, Gen- 
tlemen, be appointed Commissioners for the like purpose 
in tho Northern Diswrict. 

Mr, Braxton, lrom the Committee to whom the propo- 
sition of the Rev. John Divon, or the manufaetory of Salt, 
was referred, reported, that the Committoe had had the 
sane under their consideration, upd had eome to the follow« 
ing Resolutions thereupon; whieh he read in his place, and 

afterwards delivered in at the Clork’s table, whore tho 
sime were again twice read, and agreed to by the Conyen- 
tion. 

Resolved, That the samples of Salt exhibited hy tho 
Roy. Mr, Divon do not appear to be sufficiently purified, 
but ave of great strength in their taste. 

That the said Mr, Dixon, having given assurances of 
his intontion to proceed in this work with oxpodition and 
diligence, if supported with a sum of money from the coun- 
try, not exceeding fifty Pounds, to purchase his kettles, 
and other necessaries, the Committee are of opinion the 
said sum ought to be advanced to the said Mr. Dizon, upon 
his giving seaurity to repay the money if his work succeeds 
withit twelve months; and if it doos not, to return what 
articles he bought with the country’s money. 

Tho Convention then, according to the Order of the Day, 
resolved itself into a Committee on the state of the Cola- 
ny; and after some spent therein, Mr. President resumed 
the chair, and Mr, Treasurer reported, that the Committee 
had, according to order, had under their consideration the 
stale of the Colony, but not having time to go through 
the same, had directed him to move for leave ta sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow resolve 
itself into a Committee to take into their further considera- 
tion the state of the Colony, 


Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o’clock. 





: Saturday, Docombor 9, 1775. 
Resolved, That the AR of this Colony do advance 
thesia of one hundred Pounds to Charles Carter, Esq., 
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as an encouragement to promote the manufactory of Salt- 
petre, in which he is at presont engaged, he entering into 
bond, with sveurity to repay the sume in saltpetro, at tho 
price of three Shillings per pound, within six months, 

Resolved, That the like sufi of one hundred Pounds be 
advanced hy the ‘Lroasurer of this Colony to the Dianfries 
Saltpetie Company, to promote their manufactory of that 
article, they entering into bond, with security to repay the 
sanie in saltpetre, at the price of three shillings per pound, 
within six months. 

Ordered, That Mr. Curter of Stafford, have leave to be 
absent from the service of this Convention for the remain= 
der of this session. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the Day, 
resolved itself into a Committee on the stato of the Colo- 
ny; aud after some time spent therein, Mr. President re- 
sued the cbair, and My. “Proasurer reported, that the 
Commitico had, aceording to order, bad under their further 
consideration the state of the Colony, but not having time 
to go through the same, bad directed him to move lor leave 
to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, on Monday next, 
resolve itself junto the said Committee, 


Adjourned till Monday, balf alter ten o'clock. 


Monday, Decombor 11, 1778, 
A Tuetter from Colonel oad ford, of the Second Rogi- 
ment, wae laid hefore tha Convention and read, 
Ordered, Vbat tho suid Letter do tio on the table, 


A reprosentation from the Gounnittee for the County of 
Aecomack was iid before the Convention aud read, and 
ordered to be referred to the Conmiittes on the state of the 
Colony. ; 

Ordered, That My. Mercer, Mv. Bland, Mv. Henry 
Dice, Mv, Newton, Mv. Aylett, Mr, Lolt, and Mr. Brooke, 
be a Committee to inquire into the eonduct of Juin Goods 
rich, William Goodrich, and Jokn Goodrich, dy, relating 
to the importation of Gunpowder and other articles, for 
tho usa of this Colony. 

A Petition and Representation from the Committoo for 
the County of Mariel, was laid before the Convention 
and read. 

Ordered, That tho spid Potition and Representation be 
referred to the Commitice on the state of die Colony. 

‘Phe Convention then, accordingdo the Order of tho Nay, 
resolved itself into x Committee on the state of the Golo- 
ny 3 and after somo time spent therein, Ma. Prosident re- 
sumed the chair, and Mr. Curcy roported, that the Conmit- 
{co had, according to order, had under their consideration 
the stato of the Colony, and had made a further progress 
therein, but nat having time to go through the samey Had 
directed him (o move for leave to sit qyain, 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow rosolvo 
iisolf into the said Committeo, to take into their further 
consideration tho state of the Colony. h 

The President laid before the Convention a Journal of 
the Proceedings of the General Congress held at tho City of 
Philadelphia, the tenth day of May last, 

Ordered, That the same do lie on the table, for the 
perusal of the members. 


Adjourned till to-morrow, half after tan o’clock, 
Tuesday, Decombor 12, 1776, 

The Convention, according to the Order of the Dass, re~ 
solved itself into a Committee on tho state of the Colony ; 
andafter some time spent Therein, Mr, President resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Carey reported, that the Committee 
had, according to order, hed under their consideration the 
state of the Colony, and had como to several Rasolutions 
thefeupon, which he was ready tu report when the Conven- 
tion should be pleased to receive them. 

Ordered, That the said Report bo received to-morrow. 


Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, again 
resolve itself into a Committee, to take into their further 
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consideration the state of the Colony, 4 


The President laid before the Convention a Lettér re- 
eeived from Colonel Yoodford, which being read, 
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Resolved unanimously, That this Convention do highly 
approve of Colovel Wood ford’s conduct, manifested ag woll 
in the success of the Troops under bis command, as in the 
humane treatment of, and kind attention to, the unfortu- 
nate, though brave Officers Ind Soldicrs, who were made 
prisoners in tho lute action near'the Great Bridge, and that 
the President communicate to Colonel /Voodford tho sense 
of his country on this occasion. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 


Wednesday, Docember 13, 1775. 
Mr, Treasurer, from the Committee appointed to draw 
up a Declaration in answer to Lord Diomore’s Proclama- 
tion, reported, that the Committee had accordingly pro- 
pared the following Declaration ; which be read in his place, 
and afterwards delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the 
same was again twige read, and unanimously agreed to: 
By the Representenives of the People of the Colony and 
‘Dominion of Vinarnis, assembled in General Conven- 
Hon A Ductanarion, 

Whereas Lord Dunmore, hy his Proclamation, dated on 
board the Ship Hlliam, the 7th day of November, 1775, 
hath presumed, in direct violation of the Constitution, and 
the laws of this country, to declare martial law in foree, 
and to be executed throughout this Colony, whereby our 
lives, our Jiberty, and property, aro arbitrarily subjected to 
his power and direction ; and whorcas the said Lord Dun- 
more, assuming powers which the King himself cannot 
exercise, to intimidate the good people of this Colony into 
a compliance with his arbitrary will, bath declared thoso 
who do not immediately repair to his standard, and submit 
in all things to a Government not warranted by the Con- 

stitution, to be in actual rebellion, and thereby to have 
incurred the penalties inflicted by the laws for such offences; 
and hath offered freedom to the sorvants and slaves of those 
he is pleased to term Jtebels, arming them against their mas- 
ters, and destroying the peace and happiness of Lis Ma- 
jesty’s good and faithful subjects, whose property is ren- 
dered insecure, and whoso lives are exposed to the dangers 
of a general insurrection: We, as guardians of the lives and 
liberty of the people, our constituents, conceive it to be in+ 
dispensably our duty to protect them against every species 
of despotism, and to endeavour logremovo those fears with 
which they are so justly alarmed. 

if it were possible ihe understandings of men could be 
so blinded that every gloam of reason might be lost, the 
hope his Lordship says he hath ever enterinined of an ac- 
commodation between @reat Britain and this Colony might 
now pass unnoticed; but truth, justice, and common sense, 
must ever prevail, when facts can bo appealed to in their 
support, It is the peculiar bappinoss of this Colony, that 
his Lordship can be traced as the sourco of innumerable 
vils, aud one of the principal causes of the misfortunes, 
under which we now labour. A particular detail of his 
conduct, since kis arival in this Colony, can be considered 
only asa repatition, it having been already fully published 
to the world by the proceedings of the General Assombly, 
and a former Conveution; bat the unremitting violence 
wyith which his Lavtshi p endeavours to involve this country 
in the most dreadful calamities, constantly affords new mat- 
ter for the attention of the publick, and will removo every 
imputation of ingtatitude to his Lordship, or of injustice 
to his character, His Lordship is pleased to ascribe the 
unworthy part he hatl taken against this Colony, to a ne- 
cessiry arising from the conduct of its inhabitants, whom 
he hath considered in a rebel{ious state, but who know 
nothing of rebellion except the name. Ever zealous in 
Son ot tyranny, ho hath broken the bonds of society, 

Arainpled justice under Bits feet, Had his Lordship 
beer désirqus of effecting an agcommodation of these dis- 
putes, lis*hath had the most ample occasion of exefting 
both his interest and abilities; but that he never-bad in 
fhe WEA sich salutary end, most avidently old edi from 

ole tenor of his eonduct, “Phe supposed design of 

the Canada bill having been to draw down upon us a mer: 

ciless and savage enemy, the present manceuvres amongst 

the Roman Catholicks in dreland, and the schemes con- 

certad with Doctor Connolly, and other vile instruments of 

tyranny; which have appeared by the examination of the 
Fourra Serms.—Vor.. w 
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said Connolly, justify the supposition, and most fully evince, 
his Lordship’s inimical and cruel disposition towards us, 
and can best determine whether we have been wrong in 
preparing to resist, even by arms, that system of tyranny 
adopted by the Ministry and Parliament of @reat Britain, 
of which he is become the rigid executioner in this Colony. 
The many depredations committed also upon the inhabi~ 
tants of this Colony, by the tenders and other armed ves- 
sels employed by his Lordship for such purposes, the pil- 
fering aud plundering the property of the people, aud the 
actual seduction and seizure of their slaves, were truly 
alarming in their effects, and called aloud for justice and 
resistance. The persons of many of our peaceable bre- 
thren have been seized and dragged to confinement, con- 
trary to the principles of liberty, and the constitution of 
our country, Yet have we borne this injurious treatment 
with unexampled patience, unwilling to shed the blood of 
our fellow-subjects; who, prosecuting the measures of a 
British Pavliament, would sacrifice our lives and property 
to a relentless fury, and unabating avarice. Ifa Governour 
can be authorized, even hy majesty itself, to annul the 
laws of tho land, and introduce the most execrable of all 
systems, the law martial; if, by his single fat, he can strip 
us of our property, can give freedom to our servants and 
slayes, and arm them for our destraction ; tet us id adieu 
to every thing valuablo in life, let us at once bend our 
neck to the galling yoke, and hug the chains prepared for 
us and our latest postority, 

At is with inexpressiblo concern we reflect upon the dis- 
tressed situation of some of our unhappy countrymen who 
havo thought themselves too immediately within the power 
of Lord Dunmore, and have been induced thereby to re- 
main inactive. Wo lament the advantago be hath taken 
of their situation, and at present impute their inactivity in 
the cause of freodom and the constitution, not to any de- 
fection or want of geal, but to their defenceless state; and 
whilst we endeavour to aflord them succour, and to sup~ 
port their rights, wo expect they will contribute ever 
thing in their power to offect their deliverance. Yet, if 
any of our people, in violation of their faith plighted to 
this Colony, and the duty they owe to society, shall be 
found in arms, or continue to give assistance lo our ene- 
mies, wo shall think ourselves justified, by the necessity 
wo are under, in executing upon them the law of rotalia- 
tion. 

Impressed with a just and ardont zeal for tho wolfare 
and happiness of our countrymen, we trust they will, on 
their part, exert themselves in defence of our common 
cause, and that we shall all acquit ourselves like freemen, 
being compelled, by a disagrecablo, but absolute necessity 
of repelling force by force, to maintain our just rights and 
priviloges; and we appeal to God, who is tho sovoreign 
disposer of all events, for the justice of our causo, trusting 
to his unerring wisdom to direct ou counsels, and give 
success to our arms. 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to prepare o 
Declaration in answer to Lord Dunmore’s Proclamation, 
do also draw up and report a Declaration offering pardon 
to such Slaves as shall return to their duty within ten days 
afier the publication thereof, or be liable to such punish- 
went as shall be directed by the Convention, 

Resolved, That a Delegate be chosen by ballot, on Jri- 
day noxt, to attend the Continental Congress, in the room 
of the late Hon. Peyton Randolph, Esq. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety do write to 
Colonel Woodford, desiving that he will endeavour to of- 
fect an exchange of the Prisoners in his possession for our 
worthy counurymen now confined by Lord Dunmore ; and, 
if he should not be able to effect such exchange, that he 
sond his Prisoners to the City of Willicmsburgh, as soon 
as it can be conveniently done, and that he also send the 
Slaves taken to the said City. 

Ordered, That the Slaves taken and confined atithe 
Town of Hampton, be sent to the publick Jail in the City 
of Pilliamsburgh. _ 

The President laid before the Convention a Loft. 
ceived from the Delegates appointed to represey is:Co- 
lony in General Cangress, anclosing several tons of 
that respectable body ; which Vere reag, apdfordered to be 
referred to the Committee on the sttt@-of the Colony, 
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A Petition of sundty surviving Captains of Companies 
on the Jate expedition against the Indians, was presented 
to the Convention, and tcad; setting forth, that the said 
expedition was greatly promoted by their zeal for the ser- 
viee, and that they had advanced considerable sums of 
money, and extonded their credit to tho uupost, in order 
to supply the soldiers under their command with every 
necessary for the campaign ; that they did this from on ex- 
pectation that the ‘Troops would he paid off in the manner 
practised horotofore, and that each Captain should receive 
the pay of his Company, and theieby be enabled to 1¢im- 
buise himself what he might havo advanced the Soldicis 
under him; but that it is with great concern they have 
lately understood the Commissioners appointed to settle 
the necounts had come to a resolution not to bey any 
soldier or packhorse-man unless such person should ap- 
pear, or give an order in writing for tho same, by which 
they concaive they shall be considerable losers, as many of 
the Soldiers were now dispeised over tho Continent, ex- 
pecting their pay would be delivered into the hands of 
their respective Captains, to discharge the money advanced 
for them ; and praying such reliof as this Convention should 
think just and reasonable. 

Resolved, That the Commissioners appointed to receive 
for and pay to the several Claimants in the Southein Dis- 
ict, for services in tho late expedition against the Indians, 
whatever may be duc to them fiom the publick, do in the 
first place settle (he Accounts between the Captaing aud 
the Men under their command, and pay to the said Cap- 
tains whatever shall be found due to them on such sottlo- 
ment. 

Mr, Cary, according to order, reported, that the Com- 
mitee of the whole Convention had come to tho following 
Resolutions; which he read in his placa, and afterwards 
delivered in at the Cleik’s table, where the samo were 
again twice read, and agreed to by tho Convontion : 

Resolved, That the regular Lorecs now in the pay of 
this Colony be recruited to ten Companies of sixty-cight 
men oach, rank and file; and that six other Battalions, 
each to consist of the like numbor of men, with their pro- 
per Officars, exelusive of the forces already voted for the 
defence of the Counties of Northampton and Accomach, 
be raised and ombodied for the defenco and protection of 
this Colony, and that these levies be recruited throughout 

—~ tha @élony. 

Resolved, That each of the said Battalions be com- 
manded by a Colonel, a Lieutenant Colonel, Major, ten 
Captains, twenty Lioutenants, ten Ensigns, and thirty Sor- 
seants. 

. Resolved, That one of the said Battalions bo composod 
of Germans, with German Officers. 

That the plan formeily established for the defence of 
this Colony, by Minute-men and Militia, ought to be con- 
tinued, with some alterations, 

Ordered, That Mr. Cary, Mr. A. Lewis, Mr. Mere- 
dith, Mr, Wills, My, Jones, Mr. Banister, Mr. Smith, 
Mr, Rootes, Mr, Lhomas Walleor, Mr, Fitzhugh, Mr. 
Harvie, Mr, Kenner, My. Dandridge, My. Fleming, My. 
Holi, and Mr. Travis, be a Committeo to prepare and 
bring in an Ordinance pursuant to the foregoing Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolved, That the said Committee, ov any seven of 
them, be a stflicient number to proceed to business. 


Mr. Cary, from the Committee to whom it was referred 
to oxamine Charles Robinson, who had been apprehended 
ag a suspected peison, reported, that the Committee had 
accgrdingly examined him, and had found no Papers of a 
spublick nature in his possession ; but, as he is at present in 
the employment of n person in arms against this Colony, 
they are of opinion be ought not to be suffered to return 
to Norfolk, but be admitted to go at large on his parole, 

Resolved, That the Convention doth agree with the 
Committee in the said Report. 

The Order of tha Day, for the Convention to resolve 
seed into a Committee on the stale of the Colony, being 
read, . 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow resolve 
atself into the said Committed, 
# Adjourned till to-morrof, half after ten o’clock. 
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Thuaday, Dasomber 1d, 1775, 


The President Inid bofore the Convention a Letter from 
Colonel Toodford, enclosing @ Potition from the* poor In- 
habitants of the Town of Nor/folie, 1oquesting his protec- 
tion ; also a Potition from sufdry distressed Lighlanders, 
lately arrived from Scodani, praying thut they might be 
permitted to go to Cape Lear, in Novih-Carolina, the 
place where they intended to settle, together with sundry 
other papers, which were road. 

Resolved, Vhat the’ President be desired to write to 
Colonel [oodford, directing him that all such Toes taken 
by him, who shall, upon an examination before the Field 
Officers, appear to Lave borpg Ayms against this Colony, 
be sent to the City of [illiamshurgh ; and thot all others 
who, upon such examination, shall appody inimical to the 
liberties of America, bo detained by him till the further 
oder of the Convention, or Committee of Safety; that he 
extend all reasonable indulgonce to sue} as appear to have 
taken tho pat of Lord Dunmore through necassity ; that 
he tako tho distiessed JgAlanders, with thoir families, 
under his protection, permit them to pass by land unmo- 
lested to Carolina, and supply them with such provisions 
as they may be in immediate want of. 

The President also Iaid bofore tho Convention a Letter 
fiom Colonel Flowe, of North- Carolina, informing him 
that he had joined Colonol Woodford with the ‘Troops 
under his command, and should be happy to afford him his 
best assistance, 

Resolved, That the Presidant bo desirod to write to 
Colonol Lowe, acknowledging tho receipt of his obliging 
Lettor, and thanking him for his good intentions towards 
this Colony. 

The Convontion then, according to the Order of tho 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on tha stato of tha 
Golony and aftor somo time spent therein, Mr, President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the Com- 
mittea had, according to order, had under their considera. 
tion the state of the Colony, and had come to sevoral Re- 
solutions thereupon, which he read in his place, and after. 
wards delivered in at the Clek’s table, where the samo 
were again twico read, and agreed to, as follows : 

Resolved, As tho opinion of this Committee, that tho 
Ordinance for providing Aims and Ammunition for this 
Colony, ought to be amended. 

Resolved, As the opinion of this Committeo, that per. 
sons harbouring Deserters fiom the forces raised, ov to bo 
se for the defence of this Colony, ought to be pun- 
ished, 

Resolved, ‘That tho representation from the County of 
Alccomack, and request therein contained, ara reasonable, 
and that thoy be assured tha Convention will pay a pro- 
per altention thereto, and afford them overy protection in 
their power, 

Resolved, That Mr. Mercer, Mr. Cary, Mv, IMizhugh, 
Mr. Page, Mr. R. Carter, Mr. John Water, Mr. Har- 
rison, Mr, Rutherford, My. Larvie, Mr. Gray, My. Par~ 
itius, My, Lankford, and Mr. Poythress, be a Committee 
to plepare an Ordinance pursuant to the first of the snid 
Resolutions ; and that the Committee formerly appointed 
to prepare and bring in an Ordinance pinsuant to tho Re- 
solutions for recruiting the regular Forces, now in the pay 
of this Colony, to ten Companies, and for raising six pther 
Battalions, do receive a clause, or clauses, pursuant to the 
second Resolution. 7 

Mr. Treasurer, from the Committee appointed to-draw 
up a Declaration, offering pardon to such Slaves as should 
return to their duty, reported, that the Committee had ac- 
cordingly prepared the fdllowing Declaration; which he 
read in his plnco, and afterwards delivered in at the Clerk’s 
table, where the same was again twice read; and unani- 
mously agreed to: 


e 
Bythe Representatives of the People of the Colony and 
Dominion of Vincinrs, assembled in General Conven- 
tion, 


A Decnanarton, 

Whereas Lord Dunmore, by his Proclamation, dated on 
board the Ship Wilkam, off Norfolk, the Ith day of ‘No- : 
vember, 1775, hath offered freedom to such able-bodjer 
Slaves as are willing ta inin him. and take wh finite ae 
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the good people of this Colony, giving thereby encour- 
agement, to a general insurrection, which may induce a 
necessity of inflicting the severest punisliuents upon those 
unhappy people, already deluded by his base and insidious 
arts; and whereas, by an Xct of the Gonoral Assembly 
now in force in this Colony, it is enacted, that all negio or 
other slaves, conspiring to rebel or make insu rection, shall 
suffer denth, aid be excluded all benefit of clergy: we think 
it proper to declare, that all slaves who have been, or shall 
be seduced, by his Lordship’s Proclamation, or other arts, 
to desert their master’s service, and take up arms agninst 
the inhabitants of this Colony, shall be liable to such pun- 
ishment as shall hereafter be diiected by the Genetal Con- 
yentton, And to the end that all such who have taken 
this unlawful and wicked step may return in safety to 
their duty, and escape the punishment due to thei crimes, 
we hereby promise pardon to them, thoy suriendering 
themselves to Colonel PPilliam Hoodford, oy any other 
commander of aurLroops, and not appearing in arms after 
the publication hereof, And we do further earnestly re~ 
commend it to all humane and benevolent persons in this 
Colony to explain and make known this our offer of merey 
to those unfortunate peaple. 

A Memorial from the Vestry of the Parish of IJenico, 
in the County of Lenrico, was presented to the Conven- 
tion, and read ; setting forth, that they are at a loss to know 
in what manner theiv Ministet’s salary ought to he levied 
and collected, the same being directed by Act of Assein- 
bly to be paid to the Minister in Tobacco, if required by 
him 5 and praying the Convention woukl take (ho same 
into consideration, and give such direction therein as shall 
be thought just and reagonablo, 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to tho Com- 
thittee on the state of the Colony. 


Ordered, That leave be given to bring in an Ordinance 
for establishing a general Test; and that Mr, Adercer and 
Mr, Adams do prepare and bring in the sane. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-monow agnin 
resolve itself into a Committee, to take into their finther 
consideration the state of the Colony. 


Resolved, That the Aims and Warlike Accoutrements 
taken at the late engagement at tho Great Bridge, bo 
fairly appraised, and retained for the uso af the Colony ; 
and that the value thoreof, together with the Money to be 
produced by the sales of tho other aticles tuken on that 
cecasion, be divided among tho Soldiors« 

Resolved, That no person be allowed to make teprisal 
on the ploperty of Lord Dunmore, in this Colony, or their 
propeity seized by him, or the Navy, without the order of 
this Convention, 

The President Inid before the Convention a Letter from 
the Commissioners appointed to treat with the different 
Tribes of Judians, which was read, and ordered to lic on 
the table, 

Ordered, That the Committee of Safety do cause so 
many of the captive Slaves, as they shall think necessary, 
to be employed in working the Lead Mine in the County 
of Fincastle, for the use of this Colony. 


Adjourned ti) {8-morrow, half afier ten o'clock. 


° Friday, Decomber 15, 1778. 

The Convention, according to the Order of the Day, 
proceeded to the appointment of a Delegate, to represent 
this Colony in General Congress, in the 100m of the Inte 
Honourable Peyton Rendofyh, Eisq.; and the Members 
having prepared tickets, with the name of the Delegte to 
48 appointed, and put the sama into the ballot box, Mr. 

homas Ludwell Lee, Mv, Garvington, Mv. Digges, Mr. 

a tam Cabell, and Mr, Carter, of Lancaster, weie ap- 
pointed a Committee to examina the ballot box, and report 
on whom the majority fell; and it appearing, from their 
Report, that thera was o majority of the whole Conven- 
tion in favour of Carter Braxton, *Esq., 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Carter Braxton, Esq, 
be appointed a Delegate to represent this Colony in Gen- 
Bt | Congress, in the room’ of the late Honourable Peyton 

ae Esq. 


ved, That this Convention will to-morrow proceed 
7 
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to the appointment of a Committee of Salety, to consist 
of eleven persons, and that the same be made by ballot. 

Ordered, That Mr. Terry, My, Watkins, and Mr. Bibb, 
bo added to the Committee appointed to prepare an Oidi- 
nance for amending the Ordinance of the last Convention 
for providing Arms and Ammunition for the use of this 
Colony. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, 1esolved itself into a Committee on the state of tho 
Colony ; and after some time spent therein, Mr, President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the Com- 
mittee had, according to order, had under their considera- 
tion the stato of the Colony, but not having time to go 
through the same, bad diected him to move for leave to 
sit again. 

- Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow tesolve 
itself into the said Committee, to take into their further 
consideration the state of the Colony. 


Adjourned till to-mouow, half after ten o'clock. 


Svtuday, Decombor 16, 1775, 

A Potition of Robert Steyhen was presented to the Con- 
vontion and read ; setting forth, that bis son [liam Ste- 
hers being very desiious of serving his country in the 
late expedition against the Indians, enlisted, by his per- 
mission, as a soldier, although only fourteen yes of ago; 
that, unfortunately for your Petitioner, he was slain in the 
action with the Indians, the tonth of October, 1774, by 
which means your Petitianer, being aged and inflrm, is de- 
prived of his only support, and therefore praying that this 
Convention will take his caso into consideration, and giant 
him such relief as shall be thought reasonable, 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the Gom- 
missioneis appointed to settle tha Accounts of tho Militia 
lately drawn out into actual service; and they are to re- 
port the same, together with their opinion thereupon, to 
the Convention, 

A. Potition of sundry Inhabitants of the County of Lu- 
nenburgh, was presented to the Convention, and icad ; 
setting forth, that they me determined with their lives and 
fortunes, to defend the liberties of America, and to stand 
or fall with their country ; that they will, at all times, en- 
deavour to promote union and brotherly love amang their 
countrymen, and those from any other parts of the world, 
who do not show themselves inimical to the rights of man- 
kind ; that they ave persuaded this Convontion had in view 
these important objects when the Resolution in favour of the 
Merchants and Factors fiom Great Britain residing here 
was entered into, but experience having proved that the 
good purposes thereby intended aro not answered, but on 
the contrary, jenlousies and distinctions, which before might 
have existed, are greatly increased, and praying the said 
Resolution may be rescinded, and in lien thereof a Test os- 
tablished, whereby tho friends of Amertea muy bo distin~ 
guished from those who are inimical to tho glorious cause 
in which this country is engaged. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the state of the Colony. 


A Patition of Doctor Archibald Campbell, of the Bo-« 
rough of Norfollc, was presented to the Convention, and 
read; setting forth, that at a meeting of the Magistrates, 
and other principal Inhabitants of the said Borough, he 
was deputed, with several otheis, to wait on Colonel ood. 
ford, commander of the Forces of this Colony, then at the 
Great Bridge, in Norfolle County, to know his intentions 
in respect to the treatment tho Inhabitants of the said Bo- 
rough were to expect from the Army under his command, 
as it had been currently reported that the Town was to be 
plundered, and then burnt, and also to know what part 
they were to act to avoid such calamities; that he accord. 
tials made application to Colonel /Pood ford, who directed 
him to apply to this Convention, to whom he should sth- 
mit the matier; that he bath been informed that some ha- 
friendly person bad represented to Colonel Woodford, that 
he had taken an active part, under, Lord Dunmore, relative 
to the late transactions in the said Borough, whi fargo 
he denies, so far as it relates to matters jdimiéal 16 the 
Colony ; and that he neyer Yeted under gdtd Dunmore 
further than he was constrained by bis Lordship’s esta 
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blishing martial Jaw; and praying the protection of this 
Convention in bebalf of the Inhabitants of the said Bo- 
rough ; and that if any inquiry into bis conduct should bo 
thought necessary, a Committee might bo appointed for 
that purpose, 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr. 
Tlolt, Mv. Newton, Mv. Meade, Mr. Murdaugh, Mr. 
Wills, My, Adams, My. Andrew Lewis, My, Meredith, 
Mr. Rootes, and Mr. Mercer; and they are to repait the 
same, together with their opinion thereupon, to the Con- 
vention, 

Ordered, That the said Archibald Campbell be con- 
fined to his room in the City of W2diamsburgh, under a 
proper Guard, till the finther order of the Convention, or 
Committee of Safety. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, procecded, by ballol, to the appointment of the Com- 
mittee of Safety; and the Membeis having prepared tickets, 
with the names of cleven persons to be of tho said Com- 
mitteo and put the same into the ballot box, Mr. Watkins, 
Mr. Gray, My. Syne, and Mr. Drew, wero appointed a 
Committee to examine the same, and report on whom the 
majority fell; who retired, and after some Lime retuned into 
Convention, and reported that the numbers stood as follows : 

For Dudley Digges, Esq.- « - +74 


John Page, lisq., - - - - +78 
Paul Carrington, Msq., - ~~ 72 
Edmund Pendleton, Esq. - «~~ 65 
James Mercer, sq., - - = = 64 
Thomas Ludwell Lee, Usy., - - 61 
William Cabell, Uisq.,- - - ~ 59 
Richard Bland, sq - - + 55 
Joseph Jones, Esq,- - - + + 48 
John Tabb, sq, - - - » + 46 


Thomas Waller, Wsqy- - + + 381 

Resolved therefore, That the said Dudley Diggs, John 
Page, Paul Carrington, Edmand Pendleton, James Mer- 
cer, Thomas Ludwell Lice, Wn. Cabell, Richard Bland, 
Joseph Jones, John Labb, and Thomas Walker, Esquires, 
bo appointed Members of the said Committeo of Safety. 

The Order of the Day, for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, being 
read, 

Resolved, That the Convention will, on Monday next, 
resolve itself into the said Committee. 


Adjourned till Monday, half afier ton o'clock. 


Monday, Docombor 18, 1775, 

Ordered, That leave bo given to bring in an Ordinance 
for continuing and amonding an Ordinance appointing a 
Commitica of Safety; and that Mr. Richard Lee and 
My, Henry Lee do prepare add bring in the same. 

A Petition of John Chew, John Hews, and Ambrose 
Ruins, was presented to the Convention, and read ; set- 
ting forth, that they had served under Captain John Hern- 
dan as volunteais to Williamsburgh in August last, and 
were, on their return home, taken ill and obliged to em- 
ploy « Doctor, at an expense too heavy for them to bear; 
that as this expense was incurred whilst they were em- 
ployed in the service of their country, they hope this 
Convention will order the same to be repaid them. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr. 
Norvell, Mr. Travis, Mr. King, ant) Mr. Langhorne ; and 
that they report the same, together with their opinion 
thereupon, to the Convention, 

A Letter from the Committee of the County of Fair. 
ft, containing instructions to their Delegates in Conven- 
tion, was presented, and read. 

Ordered, That the said Instructions be referred to the 
Committee on the state of the Colony. 

Resolved, That the Treasurer of this Colony be em- 
powered to employ such persons as he shall think proper 
to fill up and sign the Treasury Notes emitted pursuant to 
an Ordinance of the last Session of the Convention. 

Orderat, That Colonel Woodford’s Letter of the 4th 
instant, together with the enclosures, be referred to the 
Committee on the state of the Colony. 

A Letter tiom the Committee for the County of Isle-of- 
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Wight, enclosing a Resolution of the said Committee, was 
presented to the Convention, and read; setting forth, that 
Ceasar, a nogro man slave, belonging to Halter Gwynn, 
of the County of Gloucester, and pulse to a tender, was 
placed by the Captain of tf said tender on board the 
Molly, Captain Conyard, with orders to carry her to Nor- 
folk, but that Captain Conyard, had prevailed with him, 
by offering him a reward, to un tho said vessel into Pa-. 
gan Creek, in the said County of Jsle-of: Hight, where 
she now lies; that they had sent the said negro Casar to 
the Committee of Safety, to be dealt with as they shall 
think proper. 

Ordered, That tho suid Letter and Resolution be re- 
ferred to Mr. Richard Randolph, My, Harrison, My. Bas- 
sett, Mr. Terry, Mv, Brooke, Mr, Berkeley, and Mr, 
Rootes ; and they are to ieport the same, together with 
their opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

Tho Convention being informed thi, a Vessel, belong 
ing lo Messrs, Gibson & Co., was abolt to snil for Great 
Britain with Naval Stores, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committee 
for the County of Nansemond not to permit the said Ves- 
sel to proceed to sea, till the further order of this Conven- 
tion, 

A Patition of Joseph Simpson, and John Campbell, was 
presented to the Convention, and read 5 setting forth, that 
they had supplied the Soldiery under the command of Lord 
Dunnore, in the late expedition agninst the Indians, with 
sundry articles, which were apprai-cd agreeably to law, the 
amount of which appraisement, the Commissioners appoint 
ad to settle the Accounts of the Militia lately drawn out 
into actual servico, refused to allow thems that thoy had 
advanced to Major John Comolly sums of Money, and 
other things to a considerable amount, depending wholly ,, 
upon his pay as an officer, which he had assigned to 
them before he had attempted to perpetrate his diabolical 
plot, which the said Commissioners also refused to allow 
them ; that they have claims against the publick, for assign- 
ments from sundry officers and men wha were in sorvico 
at Fort Pitt bofore the 26th of May, 1774, and from sun- 
dry artiGcers for thoir pay whilst employed in repairing 
Port Pitt and building Mort Fincastle, and for Ha may 
terials used in those works, for all which they pray such 
allowance as shall be found to bo just. : 

Also a Petition of Alexander’ Ross, setting forth that 
William Thompson, together with your Petitioner, purchas- 
ed of the Crown the buildings and? materials belonging to 
Hort Pitt when they were evacuated, and occupied the 
same till some time in the year 1774, when Major John 
Connolly, by command of Lord Dunmore, took possession 
thereof for the uso of this Colony, and had the samo 
appraised by proper judges, upon oath, to tho sum of 
1482/7, 17s, 2d., besides sundry articles, the solo property 
of your Petitioner, appraised to 814d, Ls, Od, and retained 
the same till the month of Angusé lust, whon Captain John 
Neavill, by direction of this Convention, took possession 
thereof for the defence of this Colony; and praying tho 
premises may be taken into consideration, and such relief 
granted them as their case shall be found to deserve. 

Ordered, That the said Petitions %e referred to My, 
Mercer, Mr, Neavill, My, Rootes, My. Harvie, Mr, Muh- 
lenburg, Mv. Richard Lee, Mr, Henry Lee, Mr, Carring- 
ton, Mr. Peyton, Mr, William: Cabcll, Mr. Thos, Waller, 
Mr. Andrew Lewis, My. Adams, My. Cary, Mv, Smith, 
and Mr. Taylor, and they are to report the same, with 
their opinion thereupon, to the Con%ention. . 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Daf, resolved itself into a Committee on the state of the 
Colony ; and after some time spent theroin, Mr, President 
rosumed the chair, and Mit’Cary reportod, that the Com- 
mittee had, according to order, had under their considera- 
tion"the state of the Colony, and had come to the follow- 
ing Resolution thereupon, which he read in his place, and 
afterwards delivered in at the Clork’s table, where the 
same was again twice réad, and agreed to: 

Resolved, (as the opinion of this Committee,) That some 
mode ought to be established for the payment of the -Minis- 
ter’s salary, and other Tobacco Debis, throughout this 
Colony. ft ae ee 
Ordered, That Mr. Cary, Mr. Adams, Mr. Dandriilge, 
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Mr. Banister, Mv. Jones, Mr. Richard Randolph, and Mv. 
Bassett, be a Committee to prepare and bring in an Ordi- 
nance pursuant to the said Resolution. ; 

Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, again 
resolve itself into a Committee, to take into their further 
consideration the state of the Colony. 


Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o’elock, 


Tuosday, Decombor 19, 1775. 


The President laid before the Convention a Letter from 
Colonel Lfowe, and also a Letter from Colonel Woodford ; 
which were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

A Petition of Edward Hack Mosely, and Edward Mack 
Moseley, Jun., of the County of Princess Anne, and Mai- 
thew Phripp, of the Borough of Norfolle, was prosonted 
to the Convention and read, setting forth that they had 
been directed by Golonel /Voodford to appear before this 
Convention for aw inquiry into their conduct during the 
unhappy disturbances which have lately prevailed in the 
Borough of Norfolle ; that they understand very unfavour- 
able and injutious reports have prevailed against them, rep- 
resenting them as inimical to their copntry, of which they 
hope honourably to acquit themselves, when this Conyen- 
tion shall be pleased to grant them a hearing. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr. Flolt, 
My, Newton, Mr. Meade, Mr. Murdaugh, Mr, Wills, Ma, 
Adams, My. Andrew Lewis, Mr. Meredith, Mr, Rootes, 
and Mr. Mercer, and they are to report tho same, together 
with their opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

. _ Ordered, That the said Ldward Ilack Mosely, Udrward 
Hack Mosely, Jun., and Matthew Phripp, be confined to 
their room in the City of H4iltamsburgh, under a proper 
guard, till the further order of the Convention, or Com- 

» mittee of Safety. 

A. Representation from the Committee for the County 
of Caroline was presented to the Convention and read, 
sotting forth that they had seized sundry eftects belonging 
to Thomas Hepburn, of tho Town of Norfolk, who had 
posses in arms against this Colony, and should retain 
the same till they received tho orders of this Convention 
in relation thereto, 

Ordered, That tho snid Representation bo referred to 
the Committee on the state of the Colony. 

The President laid before tho* Convention the Deposi- 
tions of Morgan Alewander and Richard Partridge, taken 
by the Committee of Safoty on the eximination of John 
Dew, charged with endeavouring to persuade soveral of 
the soldiers belonging to the Company of the snid Alew- 
ander to desert; which were read, and ordered to be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the state of tho Colony, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety be directed to 
send such force, for the protection of the County of Mar- 
wiel, as to them shall appear necessary, as soon as the 
same can be supplied from tho forces in the City of Fid- 
liansburgh. 


The Convention then, according to tho Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the state of the 
Colony; and after somo time spent thorein, Mr, President 
tesuined the chair? and Mr, Cary reported, that the Com- 
‘mittee had, according to order, had under their considera- 
tion the state of the Colony, and had come to the follow- 
ing Resolution tlsreupon, which he read in his place, and 
afterwards delivered in at the Clork’s table, where the same 
was again twice read and agreed to as follows: 

Whereas a Petition was preferred to the Inst Convention 
by sundry Merchants, as well in their own behalf as for 
@thérs; natives of Great Britain and resident in this Co- 
rlotiys setting forth, amongst other things, that they being 

hisfly agents, factors, and pdfsons, who from their youth 
had been bred up to and employed in commerce, and had 
not interfered with the civil institutions of the coutry 5 
that they ware very sensible the unhappy diflerences sub- 
sisting between the Parent State and ie Colonies had 
given rise to distinctions to theft prejudice amongst the 
natives of the ‘eountry, and excited jealousies of them, 
which otherwise had never existed, although, as ig the sin- 
cerity of their hearts they deolared, that they held the peo- 
ple of this Colony in the highest estimation as friends and 
fellow-subjects ; that, in war or peace, they would cheer- 
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fully contribute with them to the exigencies of their com- 
mon state; that in all intemal comimotions or insurrections 
they pledged their faith, at the risk of their lives and for- 
tunes, jointly with their fellow-subjects of this Colony, te 
defend the country; and that, in case of an attack from 
the troops of Great-Biitain, they would not aid in any 
inanner, or communicate intelligence to them by Ictter or 
otherwise ; that they wished not an exemption from the 
hardships and burdens in which the people of this cour- 
try aic exposed, from the civil contest subsisting with the 
Parent State, but were willing and ready to participate in 
all instances, except taking up arms against the people 
among whom they were born, and with whom, perhaps, they 
are connected by the nearest ties of consanguinity ; that they 
entreated the impartial and favourable attention of the Con~ 
vention to that circumstance, aud begged that a line of con- 
duct might be marked out, by whieh, in this dangerous 
crisis, they might move as useful members of the commu« 
nity, without being held to the necessity of shedding the 
blood of their countrymen, an act at which nature recoiled, 
and which every feeling of humanity forbid. Which Peti- 
tion the said Convention immediately took under their most 
serious consideration, and although it appeared unequal 
that any particular set of men in a society should have the 
fall cnjoyment of all the benefits arising therein, and not 
bear an equal share of the dangers to which it might be 
exposed, yet the Convention, in hopes of satisfying (he 
Petitioners and quieting their eats, resolved unanimously 
that the said Petition was reasonable, and recommended it 
to the Comnnittees of the several Counties and Corpora~ 
tions, and others tho good people of this Colony, to treat 
all such natives of Great Britain resident here, as did not 
show themselves enemies to (he common cause of America, 
with lenity and friendship; to protect all persons whatever 
in the just enjoyment of their civil rights and liberty; to 
discountenance all national reflections; to preserva, to the 
utmost of their power, internal peace and good order; and 
to promote uniony harmony, and mutual good-will among 
all ranks of people. 

And whereas, notwithstanding the favoureblo and kind 
disposition shown by the Convention and the natives of this 
Colony, and the extraordinary and uncxampled indulgence 
by them held out to the natives of Great Britain, residing 
in this Colony, many of these have lately become strict 
adherents to the Lord Dunmore, and tha most active pro- 
motors of all his cruel avd arbitrary persecutions of the 
good people of this Calony, not only by violating the Con- 
tinental Association, to which they had solemnly subscribed, 
in any the most flagrant instances—not ouly by giving in- 
telligence to our enemies, and furnishing them with pro- 
visions, but by propagating, as woll in Great Britain as 
this Colony, many of the most glaring falschoods, to the 
great projudice and dishonour of this country 3 and, more+ 
ovor, many of these natives of Great Britain, instead of 
giving their assistance in suppressing insurrections, have, 
contrary to all faith solemaly plighted ia their said Petition, 
excited our slaves to rebellion, and some of them have 
daringly led them in arms against our inhabitants: The 
Committee having these things iv full proof, and consider- 
ing their alarming and dangerous tendency, do give it as 
their opinion, and accordingly resolve, that the foregoing 
recited Resolution ought, from henceforth, to be totally 
abrogated and rescinded; that uone of the freemen, in- 
habitants of this country, wherever born, ought to be ex 
empted fiom any of the burdens or dangers to which the 
Colony is exposed, but that, as good citizens, it is incum~- 
bent on them to use every exertion of their powers and 
abilities in the common defence ; and should any persons 
of ability decline or shrink fiom so necessary a duty to the 
community, that all such, except those who have taken up 
arms against our inhabitants, or show themselves inimical 
to us, may be permitted, under a license of the Commitiea 
of Safety, to leave the country. 

The President Inid before the Convention a Letter from 
Thomas Price and Thomas Snith, of tho County of Iskeafe 
Wight ; which was read, and ordered to lie on they tables, 

Resolved, That this Convention will, to-momow,#gain 
resolve itself into a Committee, to take into ish further 
consideration the state of thefVolony,, tu de ® 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half altesteneo'clock. 
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Wednesday, Docombor 20, 1775, 


Mv. Richard Lee, fiom the Committee appointed, pre- 
sonted to the Convention, according to order, an Ordinance 
for continuing and amending an Ordinance appointing a 
Committee of Sufety ; and the same was read the first time, 
and ordored to be read a second time. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in an Ordinance 
for appointing Sheriffs, and that Mr. Bland and Mr. Poy- 
thress do prepare and bring in the same. 

A Petition of sundry Freeholders, of the County of 
York, was presented to the Convention and read, com- 
plaining of an unfair and illegal election of a Sub-Dele- 
gate, chosen in the room of Zhomas Nelson, Esq., and 
playing that an inquiry might be made into the same, 

Ordered, That the said Petition bo reforred to Mr, 
Digges, My. Treasurer, Mr. Bland, Mr. Cary, Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Bravton, My. Fitzhugh, Mr. Carter of Lancaster, 
Mr. Carrington, Mr. Bassett, Mr. Dandridge, My, Holt, 
My. Llenry Lee, Mr, Richard Lee, Mv. Mercer, Mr. J’le- 
ming, Mr. Page, and Myr. M’ Dowell, and they ave to re- 
port the same, together with their opinion theroupon, to 
the Convention, 

Resolved, That the said Committee, or any seven of 
them, be a suflicient number to procoed to business, 

Mr. Bland, from the Committee appointed, presented 
to the Convention, according to order, an Ordinance for 
appointing Sherif ; which was read tho fist time, and 
ordered to be read a second time, 

Mr. Mercer, fiom the Committe appointed, presanted 
to the Convention, according to order, an Ordinance for 
establishing a general ‘Test; which was read the first time, 
and ordered to ho read a second timo. 

A Petition of John Burroughs, of West Aususta, was 
presented to the Convention and road, setting forth that ho 
was appointed, hy Colonel Charles Lewis, 2 Lieutenant 
under Captain David Scott, in tho expedition against tho 
Jndians, under Lord Duamore, but was deprived of his 
commission by the said Scodt, without any reasonable cause, 
and therefore praying that ho might be allowed the ex- 
pense he was at in raising men, and for the time he was 
out of service, 

Ordered, That the snid Potition be referred to Mr, Mer- 
cer, Mr, Neavill, Mr. Rootes, Mr. Llarvie, Mr. Muhlen- 
burg, Mr, Richard Lee, Mr, Llenry Lee, Mv. Carring- 
ton, Mv. Peyton, Mr, Wm. Cabell, Mr. Thomas Talker, 
Mr. Andrew Lewis, Mr, Cary, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Tay- 
for, and they are to report tho same, together with their 
opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 


A Petition of sundry Inhabitants of tho County of Au- 

usta, was presented to the Convention and rend, setting 
forth that on the last oxpodition against the Indians being 
rosolvod upon, it became necessary that a number of Pack~ 
horses should be omployed for carrying out provisions and 
other necessaries for the Army; that they very cheorfully 
ontered their hoises into the said service, not doubting but 
they should reccive allowances which had been usually 
mace; but that they aie sorry to inform the Convention 
that the Commissioners, appointed to settle the Accounts of 
the said expedition, havo allowed your petitioners a recom- 
pense inadequate to the services afforded by them, espe- 
cially when it is considered how long they have beea pre- 
vented fiom receiving any satisfaction whatever for the 
same ; and praying the Convention will take the premises 
into consideration, and grant them such telief as shall be 
judged just and reasonable. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr, 
M Dowell, Mv. Neavill, Mr. Rootes, My. Thos. Walker, 
Mr. Field, Mr. John Walker, Mr. Adams, My. Richard 
hoagie Ms. Tdenry Pendleton, Mr. Bowyer, Mr. Bar- 
bour, Mv. Harrison, and Mr. Read, and they are to report 
the same, together with their opinion thereupon, to the 
Convention, 

A. Represontation from Lieutenant-Colonel Christian, 
of the Iiyst Regiment, was piesented to tho Convention 
and read, sétting forth that a number of Soldiers, at the 
time of their enlistment, had been promised by their Offi- 
cers that they should be supplied, at the publick expense,’ 
with Hunting-shirts and Leggings; that he has stiongly 

«recommended to the Soldiers to provide themselves with 
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uniform clothing, such as Shirts, Loggings, and bound 
TIats, which they have geverally done; and submitting it 
to the Convention whether the expense thereof should not 
be paid by the publick. 

Resolved, That tho Soldidis in the regular servico be 
allowed Tunting-shirts, Leggings, and Bindings for their 
Hats, by the publick, 

The President laid before the Convention the Proceed. 
ings of the Commissioners appointed to treat with the 
several different Tribes of Indians. 

Ordered, That the same do lie on the table for the pe- 
rusal of the Members, 


Ordered, That the sevoral County Lioutenanis do cause ~ 
double Patroles to be kept in their several Counties during 
the ensuing holidays, 


Ordered, That Mr. Blackburn be added to the Com- 
mittee to whom the Potition of Alewpnder Ross was re- 
ferred. ° 

Ordered, That Mv, Hhiting be added to the Commit- 
tee to whom the Letter and Resolution of the Committee 
for the County of Isle-of- Might was reforrad, 

Ordered, That leave he given to bring in an Ordinance 
for amending the Ordinance of tho last Convention, di- 
recting the clections of Delegates and Commilteo-men, 
and that Mr. Zlolt, Mr. Acade, and My. dlurdaugh, do 
prepare and bring in the same. 


Ordered, That tho Officers and Men directed to be 
raised by an Oidinaneo of the lust Convention, in the 
County of Lincastle, and stationed at such posts as might, 
fiom timo to time, bo ordored and directed by the Com- 
mittee of the said County, be now disbanded. 


A. Representation of Milam Iinnie was prosentod to 
the Convention and read, setting forth that_he had been, 
appointed by the Committee of Safety Quartermaster« 
Genera] to the Virginia Regimonts; but as no such Off- 
cer had been directed by the Ordinances, he was referred 
to this Convention, as well for a confirmation of tho said 
appointment, as for such allowance as his services should 
be thought to morit, and praying that ha might be con- 
firmed in the said office. 

Ordered, That tho said Representation do lio on tho 

table. ‘ 
The Convention theg, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Commitiee on the state of the 
Colony ; and after somo time speng therein, Mr, President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the Com- 
mnjttee had, according to order, had under thoir considera- 
tion the stato of the Colony, and hnd come to the follow. 
ing Resolution thereupon, which he read in his place, and 
afterwards delivered in at the Clerk’s tnblo, where the 
same was again twice read and agreed to, ns follows: 

Resolved, That the commanding Officer at Noxfollr be 
directed to cause inquiry to be made, whether the Salt 
stopped from the Men-of-War, and mentioned in Colonel 
oodford’s letter, was imported agreeably-to tho torms of 
the Continental Association ; and, if it shal appear to have 
been so, that he contract with the proprietor for the pur- 
chase thereof, at a reasonable price, on account of the pub- 
lick, which will be paid by the ‘Treasufer, upon his order. 
On the contrary, should it be found to have been imported 
against the Association, the Colony will pay for the same 
at two Shillings per bushel, tha money-to be divided 
amongst the Officers and Soldiers in that department, 
in proportion to their pay, And jn either case, that he 
cause the Salt to be stoed in a proper place, for tlfe use 
of the publick, till further orders, 

Fesolued, That this Convention will, to-morrow, again 
resolve itself into a Committee, to take into their further 
consideration the state of tha Colony. 


Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o’clock. 


Thuraday, Docember 21, 1778, 
Mr, Cary, from the Committee appointed, presented to 
the Convention, according to order, * An Ordinance’ for 
raising an additional number of Foroes {or the defenée ‘atid 
protection of this Colony, and for amending an:Ordinance 
entitled ‘An Ordinance for raising and embodying a sufti# 
cient force for the defence and protection of this Colony »” 
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which was read the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time. 

Mr. Cary, from the Committee appointed, piosented to 
the Convention, according tq order, * An Ordinanco for es- 
tablishing a mode of making Tobacco payments during tho 
discontinuance of the Tobacco law ;” which was read the 
fist time, and ordered to be read a second time. 

A Petition of John Pilloughby, of the County of Nor- 
folle, was presented to the Convention and rend, setting 
forth that he had been diected by Colonel FVoodfard to 
appear before this Convention, for an inquiry into his con- 
duct duting the unhappy disturbances which have lately 
prevailed in the Borough of Norfolk ; that he understands 
very unfavourable and injurious reports have pievailed 
against him, representing Lim as inimical to the interests 
of his country, of which ho hopes honourably to acquit 
himself, whea the Convention shall bo pleased to grant 
him a hearing. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee to whom the Petition of Archibald Campbell is re- 
ferred, and they are to report the same, together with their 
opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

Ordered, That Mr. Jones, Mr, Banister, Mr. Ilenry 
Lee, Mv. Smith, Mv, Robert Wormeley Carter, Mr, Black- 
burn, Mv, Edmondson, Mr. Carter of Lancaster, Mr, John 
Walker, and Mr. Thornton, be added to tho said Commit- 
tee, and that any seven of the said Committee be a sufi- 
cient number to proceed to business. 


Mr, Mercer, from the Committee appointed, presented, 
according to order, An Ordinance for amending an Ordi- 
nance enti(led ‘An Ordinance for providing Arms and Am- 
munition for tha use of this Colony ;’? which was read the 

first time, and ordered to be read a second time. 

+ A Petition of Archibald Govan was presented to the 
Convention and read, setting forth that he Joaded and 
cleared out the Sloop Christian and cargo agreeably to the 
terms of the Association; that sho has heen prevented 
proceeding on her voyage by being brought into Lampton 

y the soldiery stationed there ; and as there is no market 

in this country, at prosent, but for the Army, ho would be 
glad the cargo, amounting to near two thousand five hun- 
dyed bushels of wheat, might be taken for the use of the 
troops, at such a price as shall bo thought reasonable ; that 
he has been told this Houso arein want of some vessels 
for the service of the country, for which purposo he begs 
Jeave to offer bis sloap, which is a wollsfound vessel and 
fast sailer, and little more than three years old ; that, from 
the candour and justice of this Convention, he hopes, as 
he has not in any instance inflinged the Association, and 
as the letters wrote by himself, and found on board the said 
sloop, were fraught with sentinents friendly to this coun- 
ty, no dogreo of guilt will bo imputed to hin on account 
of tho many unfriendly letters found in the said vessol, 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the Com- 
mitteo on the state of the Colony, 

A Letter from Col, Henry, of the First Regiment, was 
read, and ordered to be referred to the Committee on the 
state of the Colony. 

An Ordinance, # For raising an additional number of 
Fores for the defence and protection of this Colony, 
and for amending an Ordinance, entitled, ‘ An Ordinance 
for raising and embodying ‘a sufficient Force for the de- 
fence and protection of this Colony,’ ” was read a second 
aes and referred to a Committee of the whole Conven- 

ion.. ° 
, Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow resol ve 
itgolf into a Committee on the said Ordinance. « 
pected, That Mr, Whiting be added to the Commit 
eeato whom the Petition of*sundry Freeholders of the 
County of York was referred. 

Ordered, That the Resolutign appointing Joseph Cisbell, 
Thomas Randolph, and Jerman Baker, gentlemen, Com- 
missioners, to. receive for, and pay to, the several Claimants 
in the Southern District, for servicbs in the Inte expedition 
against the Indians, whatever may be due to them from the 
publick, and not called for at the Treasury, and Francis 
- ee eorge Rootes, and Joseph Neavill, gentlomen, 
L te hike purpose, in the Northern District, be rescind- 
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A Petition of the Inhabitants of the County of Freder- 
tek, and others residing to the wastward of the Blue Ridge 
of mountains, was presented to the Convention, and road ; 
setting forth, that being deeply interested, as’ well in the 
calamitics of the late Indian War, as in the transactions and 
business consequent thereupon, they cheerfully contributed 
their assistance, by supplying wagons, houses, aims, and 
provisions, for the publick use; that the Commissioners 
appointed by the late Convention, to settle and adjust the 
expenses of the said oxpedition, being utterly unacquainted 
with the customs and manners of the inhabitants, and with 
the prices at which live stock, flour, meat, and other arti- 
cles wanting to an army are usually sold, and also with the 
expense of wagonage, packing, and other motes of con- 
veyance over that rugged and mountainous country, have, 
in the settlement of the accounts of the petitioners and 
their brethren, committed many errors and mistakes, to their 
very great prejudice ; and praying that the Convention will 
take the same into consideration, and grant them such relief 
as shall seem just, 

Ordered, Chat the said Petition bo referred to the Rev. 
Mr. Thruston, Mv. Rutherford, Mr. Drew, Rey. Mr. 
Muhlenburg, Mr. Clarke, Mr, Rootes, Mr. Mercer, Mr. 
Neavill, Mr, Field, Mv. Henry Pendéeton, Mr, Barbour, 
Me, Ziaylor, Mr. Lhomas Waller, Mr, John Halker, Mr. 
Edmondson, Mr. Selden, Mr. Carter of Lancaster, Mv. 
Kenner, Mr, Dandridge, Mr, Brooke, Mr. Jones, My. 
Fitzhugh, and Mr. Page; and thoy are to report the same, 
together with their opinion thereupon, to the Convention, 

The Prosident laid before the Convention a Letter from 
Col. Howe, and also a letter from Col, Woodford ; which 
were read, and ordered to lic on tho table. 

A Petition of Sampson and George Matthews, and also 
a Petition of Filliam Ingles, wore presented to the Con- 
vention, and read, setting forth, that some time in the 
month of July, 1774, they were requested by Col, Andrew 
Lewis to undertake tho business of Commissary-General 
to the Army, about to be raised by orders from the Gover- 
nour, for an expedition against the Indians, which request 
they complied with, and in the course of that business pro- 
cured for the Aimy provisions, ammunition, tents, pnek- 
horses, drivers for the horses, and almost avery other ne- 
cossary for their accommodation ; and for that purpose had 
expended considerable sums of thoir Money ; for all which 
they have passed their bonds, which they have paid, or are 
still to pay, with interest; that thoy presume they have, 
by their prudent management, saved a considerablo sum to 
tho country, and praying that the Convention will take 
their case into their consideration, and allow them such a 
sum of money for their trouble and oxpenses us shall ap- 
pear just and reasonable. 

Ordered, That tho said Petition be referred to Mr. 
Cary, My. William Cabell, Mx. Thomas Lewis, Mr, Har- 
vie, Mv. Thomas Walker, Mv. Joseph Cabell, and Mr, 
ALP Dowell; and they are (o report tho same, together with 
their opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

The Order of the Day, for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, being 
read, 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow rosolyé 
itself into the said Committee. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o’clocle, 


Filday, Docember 22, 1776, 


Ordered, That the Committee to whom the Letter and 
Resolution of the Committea for the County of Isle-of- 
Wight wos referred, bo empowered to summon such wit- 
nesses as they shall think necessary for their inforination, 


A Petition of Cary Mitchell was presonted to the Con- 
yention, and read; setting forth, that he understands man, 
reports have prevailed to his prejudice, and that he bat 
been considered as unfriendly to his country; that ho fs at 
a Joss to discover what actions of his life could give just 
grounds for such reports; that he wishes for nothing moré: 
than that a fall and impartial inquiry may be made Jipta hig 
conduct, upon which he doubts not but he shail-be able to 
clear himself of every suspicion. rie & 

Ordered, That the said Petition be refed tothé Com-~ 
mittee to whom the Petition of Dostor. dre Abuld Camp~ 
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bell is referred ; and they are to report the same, together 
with their opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

Ordered, That Doctor Archibald Camphill, Edward 
Hack Moseley, Edward Hack Moseley, jun., Matthew 
Phripp, John (Willoughby, ad Cary Mitchell, bo admit 
ted to their parole, to continue in the City of Williamsburg, 
till the farther order of this Convention, 

My, Cary, from the Commissioneis appointed to settle 
the Accounts of the Militia lately drawn out into actual 
service, Inid before the Convention the Report of the said 
Commissioners ; which was ordered to be referred to the 
Cominittee to whom the Petition of Sampson and George 
Matthews was referred, and that they make a reasonable 
allowance to the Clerk employed by the said Commis- 
sioners. 

Mr. Thomas Walker, from the Conmittea to whom the 
Petition of the Inhabitants of the Counties of Augusta, Bo- 
tetourt, Fincastle, Bedford, aud Culpepper, was referred, 
yoported that they had accordingly had the same under 
their consideration, and bad come to the following Resolu- 
tion thereupon ; which he read in his place, and afterwards 
delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where tho same was again 
twice read, and agreed to by the Convention : 

Reselved, That cach of tho Horses, employed on the 
said occasion, be paid for after the vate of one Shilling and 
three Penco per day ; and that the Commissioners appoint- 
ed to settle the accounts do wake tho said allowance. 

Mr, Afng, from the Committee appointed, reported that 
the Committee had, according to oder, bad under their 
consideration the Patition of John Chew, John Ucws, and 
Ambrose Reins, and bad come tothe following Resolution 
thereupon ; which he read in his place, and afterwards de- 
livered jn at tho Clork’s table, where tho same was again 
twico read, and agreed to by the Convention: 

Resolved, Vhat the said Petition is reasonable, and that 
John Chew ought to bo allowed the sum of 47. Os. Gd,, John 
Tews the sum of Sf. 11s. 9d., and Ambrose Rains the sun 
of 20. Os, Gd, 

Resolved unanimously, That the Thanks of this Conven- 
tion avo justly due to the brave Officers, gentlemen Volun- 
teers, and Soldiers of North-Carolina, as woll as our bre- 
theen of that Province in general, for their prompt and gen- 
erous aid in defence of our common rights against the ene- 
injes of America and of the British Constitution ; and that 
the President be desired to uansinit a copy of this Resolu- 
tion to Col, Howe, 

Tho Convention then, according to the Order of the Day, 
resolved itsel finto a Comnnittes on the Ordinance « For rais- 
ing an additional number of Forces for the defence and 

rotection of this Colony, and for amending an Ordinance 
entitled, An Ordinance [or raising and embodying a suflicient 
Force for the defence and protection of this Colony ;” and, 
aftar some time spent therain, Mr. President resumed the 
chair, and Mr. Cary reported that the Committeo had, 
according to ordor, had under their consideration the said 
Ordinance, and had made some progress therein, but, not 
having time to go through the same, had directed him to 
move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow resolve 

itself into a Committee, to take into their further consider- 
ation the said Ordinance. 
* The Convention, according to the Order of the Day, 
resolved itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony ; 
and, alter some time spent therein, Mr, President resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Cary reported that the Committee had, 
according to order, had under their consideration the state 
of the Colony, and had come to the following Resolutions 
thereupon; which he read in his place, and afterwards de- 
livered in at the Clerk’s table, where tho same were again 
twice read, and agroed to by the Convention: 

Resolved, That the Committes for the County of Eliza- 
beth City be directed to deliver to Mr. Maximilian Calvert, 
or his order, the Vesse] and Cargo belonging to him, and 
lately brought into Hampton Creek, 

Resolved, That the Committee for the County of Eliza- 
beth City be directed to cause the Salt, and other articles, 
lately brought into Hampton, to be landed and placed in 
! secure repository ; an@ that al) the vessels, except 
Mil Odtvore’s, be detained till farther orders, 
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Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow resolve 
itself into a Comumnittes, to take into their farther consider 
ation the state of the Colony. 

Ordered, ‘That tho Rovergnd Mr, Thruston, Mr, Ben~ 


jamin Watkins, Mr. Reade, and Mr, Clarice, be added tom 


the Committee to whom the Patition of Alewander Toss 
is referred, 

A Petition of sundry persons of the County of Cumber- 
land, whose names are thereunto subscribed, was presented 
to the Convention, and read, setting forth, that many dis- 
orders wore ocensionad in their Militia by an improper ap- 
pointment of Officers, and by the indulgence granted to 
Foreigners by this Convention at (heir last meeting, which 
they pray may be recalled, and in lieu thereof a Test ostab- 
lished for al] suspected persons, 

Ordered, That the said Petition do fio on the table. 


A Petition of Alewunder Snigecrs was presented to the 
Convention, and road, setting forth, that the Commissioners 
appointed to settle the aceounts of the Militia, lately drawn 
out into actual service, had vefised to allow him more than 
eight Shillings a day for each Wagon employed by bim in 
tho service, althongh the usual price had always been ten 
Shillings; and that they bad also refused to allow him for 
sundry other articlos, an account whereof ho begs 10 Jay 
before tha Convention ; and praying that he may be made 
such further allowance as shall be thought reasonable. 

Ordered, Bhat the said Petition he reforred to tho Com- 
mittee to whom tho Patition of sundry Inhabitants of the 
County of #redertek was soferved ; and they ave to report 
the same, together with their opinion thoreupon, to tho 
Convention, 

Adjouned tll to-morrow, balf after (en o’clock, 

Sulurday, Pocombor 23, 1775, 

The President laid before tho Convention two Letters, 
just reevived from tho Delegates appointed to represont this 
Colony in Gonoral Congress; which were rend, and order. 
od to be referred to tho Committee on the state of the 
Colony, 

Ordered, That Mv. Cary Mitchell bo pormitted to visit 
his family at Zfampéon, upon his parole, to appear in the 
City of Milliamsburgh ou Sitiotdoy next. 


A Petition of James Mood, of the County of Hraderiche, 
was presented to the Convention, and read, setting forth, 
that he was appointed to the command of a Company in 
the late expedition against the Shawanese Towns ; that, ia 
order to arm his company for the service, he was andor the 
necessity of impressing a number of Guns, for which ho 
passed hig receipt to tha proprietors, many of which guns 
were carried away by deserters; and others, by different 
accidents, woro never returned to their owners; for all 
which the Commissioncors have made your Petitioner liable, 
and have deducted the amount thereof out of his pay ; and 
praying that the premises may be inquired into, and such 
further allowance made him as shall bo thought just and 
reasonable, 

Ordered, That the said Potition be referred to the Com- 
mittee to whom the petition of the Inhabitants of the County 
of Fredericie was referred ; and they aréto roport the sama, 
together with their opinion thereupon, to tha Convention, 

A Petition of Stephen Pierce was presented to the Con- 
vention and yead, setting forth, that he*is master of the 
sloop Industry, lately brought into Wampton, and praying 
that he may be allowed to proceed te St. Mary’s, in Mary- 
land, with the said Vessel and her Cargo, if the same can 

«be done with. safety. ° ime 

Ordored, That tha said Petition be referred to Mr. Black- 
burn, Mv. Henry Lee, and, Mr, Caritagton ; and they are 
to report tho sume, together with their opinion thereupon, 
to the Convention. . 

Ordered, That the Leggings allowed to the Soldiers in 
tho regular service do not exceed tho price of four Shillings 
for each pain + 

Ordered, That Mi. Harrison have leave to be absent 
from the service of this Convention till Thursday next, 

The Orders of the Day, for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the'Colony, and on 
the Ordinance * For raising an additional number of Fotéey 


* 
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for the defence ond protection of this Colony, and for 
amending an Ordinance, intituled An Ordinance for raising 
and embodying a sufficient Force for the defence and pro- 
tection of this Colony ;—being read, 

Ordered, That the same%be put off till Monday next. 

Resolved unanimously, That the Thanks of this Conven- 
tion are justly due to Colonel Eiliot, and the Officers and 
Soldiers under his command, to Messrs. James and Richard 
Barron, and to the Inhabitants of Hampton, for their spirit- 
ed and successful exertions in defeating the designs of our 
enemies ; and that the President be desired to transmit the 
same, and to inform them the Convention will take an early 
opportunity of rewarding their merit. 

Adjourned till Monday, half after ten o'clock. 


Monday, Decombor 25, 1775. 
The Convention met, and adjourned till to-morrow, half 
after ton o’clock. 7 


Tuosday, Decombor 26, 1775, 

The President laid before the Convention a Letter fiom 
Colonel Henry, of the First Regiment, informing the Con- 
vention that Col. Eldioz¢, the Commanding Officer at Hamp- 
ton, had brought into that harbour a Vessel from Jthode- 
Island, and had enclosed to him the Papers found therein, 
which he took the liberty to lay before the Convention, and 
desiring their direction respecting the said Vessel, 

Resolved, That the said Vessel be permitted to proceed 
on her voyage. 

Resolved, That a Committee bo appointed to inquire 
whether the Salt, and other goods, lately taken on board 
several vessels at Elampton, were imported agreeably to 
the terms of the Continental Association, and whether the 
same be the property of friends to America, or of those who 

* have been in arms, or otherwiso taken an active part against 
this Colony ; and make a special report respecting each 
Vessel and Cargo, to this Convention ; and (hat Mr, Cary, 
Mr. Mercer, Mr. Ilolt, Mr. Digges, Mr. Nelson, Mr. 
Langhorne, Mr, Llarwood, My. Kine, Mr. Westwood, Mr. 
Murdaugh, and My, Meade, be of the said Committee. 

Base. That the Commanding Officer at Lampton 

be directed to retain the Salt lately brought into that place, 
for the use of the publick ; and that the Committee appoint 
ed to inquire whether the same was imported agrecally to 
the terms of the Continental Association do also consider 
of and report the most proper method for the distribution 
thereof, ‘s ’ 


Resolved, That John Bowyer, gentloman, be appointed 
a Commissioner to receive for, ‘and pay to, the several claim- 
ants in the Counties of Pittsylvania, Augusta, Botetourt, 
Fincastle, and Bedford, whatevor may he due to them from 
the publick, and not called for at the Trensury ; and that 
he enter into bond, with suflicient security, for the due per- 
formance thereof, and return an account to the Treasurer 
within six months from the timo he shall have received the 
money from the Treasury. 

Ordered, That Charles Robertson, who hath been do- 
tained in this city on his parole, he discharged. 

Resolved, That. the Committee appointed to inquire 
whether the SaltPand other goods, lately brought into 
Hampton, were imported agreeably to the Continental As- 
sociation, do also inquire into the several cases of the Pri- 
soners now in the publick jail in this city, and report the 
same, as it shall appear to them, with their opinion, how 
each person, white orblack, ought to be disposed of, to the 
Convention. 
sa, ltesolued, That the Commixee of Safety be divectad to 
‘iésu¥ their Warrant to the Treasurer for the payment of 
4 IH, sum of Money as they ghall think necessary, to Mr, 

dete ‘Hurmanson, to be applied towards recruiting the Sol- 
phat hae for ca pons of the Counties of Ngrth- 
v'and Accomach; he givi rity for 
fue elt riper giving bond and security for the 
) 

a > That the Committeesto whom the Petition of 
ite reeholders of the County of York was referred, 
ve discharged from proceeding thereon, and that the Peti- 
tioners have leave to withdraw the same. 

ae Ap Ordinance for establishing 4 mode of making 'To- 
Lacco-Fayments during the discontinuanee of the Tnspection 
Fovurrn Serims.—Von, ty, 
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Law, was read the second time, and ordered to be commit- 
ted to a Committee of the whole Convention. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow resolve 
itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance. 

Tho Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itsolf into a Committee on the Ordinanco for 
raising an additional number of Forces for the defence and 

votection of this Colony, and for amending an Ordinance, 
intituled An Ordinance for raising and embodying a sufli- 
cient Force for the defence and protection of this Colony ; 
and after some time spent therein, Mr, President resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the Committee had, 
according to order, had under their consideration the said 
Ordinance, but not having time to go through the same, 
had directed him to move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-inoriow resolve 
itself into a Committee on tho said Ordinance. 


The Order of the Day, for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committce on the stato af the Colony, being read, 
Resolved, That the same be put off till to-morrow, 


Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o’clock, 


Wodneaday, Docombor 27, 1775, 


The President laid before the Convention a Letter from 
Col, Howe, and also a Letter from Col, Woodford; which 
were road, and ordered to be referred to the Committeo on 
the state of the Colony. 

Mr. Holt, from the Committee appointed, presented, 
according to order, “ An Ordinance to amend an Ordinance, 
intituled An Ordinance for regulating the election of Del- 
egates and ascertaining their allowances, and also for re- 
pining the clection of Committee-men in the several 

ountios and Corporations within this Colony, and for other 
purposes therein mentioned,” which was read the first time, 
and ordered to be read a second time, 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the Day, 
rosolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for rais- 
ing an additional number of Forces for the defence and 
protection of this Colony, and for amending an Ordinance, 
Intituled An Ordinance for raising and embodying a suffi- 
cient Force for the defonce and protection of this Colony ; 
and afier some time spent therein, Mr, Presidont resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the Conunittee had, 
according to order, had under their consideration the said 
Ordinance, and had made some progress therein, but not 
having time to go through the same, had directed him to 
move for loave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow again 
resolve itself into a Committee on tho said Ordinance. 

Tho Orders of the Day—for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, and on 
the Ordinance for ostablishing a mode of making Tobacco 
Payments during the discontinuance of the Inspection 
Law ;—boing read, 

Resolved, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

Adjourned ull to-morrow, half afler ten o’clock, 


‘ 


Thursday, Docombor 28, 1775, 

An Ordinance for continuing and amending an Ordinance 
appointing a Committee of Safety ; also, 

An Ordinance for establishing a General Test ; also, 

An Ordinance for appointing Sheriff; and also, 

An Ordinance for amending an Ordinance, intituled An 
Ordinance for regulating the election of Delegates and 
ascertaining their allowances, and also for regulating the 
election of Commitiee-men in the several Counties and 
Corporations within this Colony, and for other purposes 
thorein mentioned ; wore severally read a second time, and 
ordered to bo committed to a Committee of tho whole Con- 
yoution, 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow resélvé 
itsolf: into a Committee on the Ordinances for eerie 
and amending an Ordinance appointing a Committdéto! 
Safety, and for appointing Sheriffs; and on Saturdayeréxt, 
on the Ordinances for establishing a General Test;-| na'to 
amend an Ordinance, ibtituled An Ordnance for tegtlating 
the election of Delegates and pecertainin, thet dllowances, 
and also for regulating the eloctionjof#Comuilttee-men jn 
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the several Counties nnd Corporations within this Colony, 
and for other purposes therein mentioned, 

An Ordinance for amending an Ordinance, entitled An 
Ordinance for providing Arms and Ammunition for the use 
of this Colony, was read a second time, and ordered to be 
committed to Mr. Mercer, Mr. Adams, the members for 
Loudoun, Frederick, Augusta, Botetourt, Chesterfield, 
Henrico, Prince George, Dinwiddie, and Surry. 

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to inquire 
into the services of Mr. James Wood, who was deputed 
by the House of Burgesses at their last session, to go among 
the several tribas of Indians on the Western frontiens of 
this Colony, and invite them to the late Treaty held at 
Fort Pitt, and to report what those services deserve ; and 
that Mr. Bland, Mv. Andrew Lewis, Mr. Thomas TPallcer, 
Mr, Peyton, Mr. Richard Lee, Mr. Lenry Lee, Mr. 
Blackburn, Mv, Clapham, tha Rev, Mr. Theuston, Mr. 
Bassett, and My. Banister, be of the said Committea. 


The Orders of tho Day—for the Convention to resolve 
itsolf into a Committee on the state of the Colony ; and on 
the Ordinances for raising an additional number of Forcos 
for the defence and protection of this Cofony, and for 
amending an Ordinance, intituled An Ordinance for raising 
and embodying a sufficient Force for the defence and pro- 
tection of this Colony; and for cstablishing a mode of 
making ‘Tobacco Payments during the discontinuance of 
the Inspection Law ;—being read, 

Resolved, That the same be put off till to-morrow, 

Ordered, That Mr. Read, Mr, Lawson, Mx. Coelce, 
Mr, Lauleon, Mr. Parker, and Mv. Dhomas Tabb, bo 
added to the Committec appointed to inguira whethor the 
Salt lately brought into Eampion was imported agrecably 
to the terms of the Continental Association, and to con- 
sider and report a proper method for tho disuibution thereof. 


Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o’clock. 


Filday, Docombor 29, 1775, 

The President Inid before the Convention a Letter from 
Col, Ilowe, enclosing a Letter from Capt, Bellew, of His 
Majosty’s Ship the Liverpool, dosiring to bo informed if he 
sill persisted in his resolution to restrain [lis Majesty’s 
Ships from supplies of Provision, with bis answer thoreto ; 
which boing read, were referred to the Committee on the 
state of the Colony. 


The Convention then, according to tha Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into tho said Committee; and after 
somo timo spent therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, 
and Mr. Cary reported, that the Commitice had, accord- 
ing to ordor, had under their consideration tha state of tho 
Colony, and had come to the following Resolution ; which 
he road in his place, and afterwards delivered in at tho 
Clerk’s tablo, where the samo was again twvico read, and 
agroed to: * 

Resolved, That Col, Hows be informed, in answer to 
his Lotter of the 25th, that this Convention are fully sen- 
sible of the hardships many innocent persons on board His 
Majesty’s Ships may be exposed to, for want of regular 
supplies of fresh Provisions, which we would not wish 
to withhold, unless compelled by the duty we owo to the 
country, loudly aalling upon us to use every exertion for 
the defence of its inhubitants, That Capt. Bellew, who 

robably is a stranger to us and our situation, should be 
informed that this country hath ever, till of late, consi- 
dered the officers and men of His Majesty’s Navy as their 
friends, and have always had great pleasure in showing 
them every mark of hospitality and civility ; but many very 
tecont and unwarrantablo instances of the hostile behaviour 
of some ofthe Navy towards our inhabitants, justify us in 
suspiciohs we would not otherwise entertain, Who are the 
innocent and helpless whase blood Cupt, Bellew would 
not wish to shed, we cannol, from his expressions, deter- 
mine; but they carry with them tho strongost implication, 
that the effusion of the blood of some of our countrymen is the 
object of his voyage to this country. That the Convention 
have the warmest wishes to find themselves mistaken in 
these apprehensions; and if Capt. Bellew can condescend 
to satisfy them, or Col. Howe, that he is come to Virginia 
orn as errand, this Gonvention will take every op- 
portunity of paying proper respect to a gentleman in his 
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station, and use evory means in their power to make his 
stay here as agreeable as possible ; but that, if, on the con- 
wary, Capt. Beflew's design is to further tho” views of 
our enemies, and assist in prosecuting those unjustifiable 
and crucl measures already st on foot in this country, he 
must excuse the inhabitants of Vérginta if they totally de- 
cline contributing towards their own destraction. 

Mr. Cary, from tho Committee appointed, reported, 
that the Commitee appointed for that purpose had pro- 
portioned the Salt taken by tho cruisers nt Elampton in 
pay of this Colony, amounting to 8,600 bushels, which ne- 
cossary of life the inhabitants of sundry Counties are in 
great want of, occasioned by tho many illegal seizures of 
vessels, lnden with that article, by Lis Majosty’s Ships of 
War, and sundry Piratical Vessels fitted out by Lord Dun- 
more. 

Resolved, therefore, ‘That 599 bushols of the said Salt 
he, with all conveniont speed, sent up James River to 
Richmond, to the care of the Committee of the County of 
Henrico, for the usa of tho following Counties, to wit: 

For the County of Augusta, ~ - - 214 bushels, 

Tov the County of Eenrico, - - + 92 bushels. 

For the County of Goochland, « 63 bushels, 

For tho County of Albemarle, ~ 144 bushels, 

Tor the County of Amherst, + - 96 bushels, 

599 

And that 1,260 bushols of the said Salt bo sent, as afore- 
said, to the ete of the Gommitteo of the County of Ches- 
tenfintd, to he landed at Manchester, for tho use of tho fol- 
lowing Counties, to wit: 

Far the County of Chesterfield, ~~ 

For the County of Camberland, = - 

For the County of Prince Edward, 

For the County of Pittsylvania, + 

For the County of Bedford, « ~ = 

For the County of Iincastle, - + 

Vor the County of Botetow,- + 

For the County of Buckingham, « 


140 bushels, 
133. bushels, 
8L bushels. 
162 bushels, 
162 bushols, 
214 bushela, 
297 bushels 
71 bushels, 
1,260 
And that 985 bushels of the said Salt be sent, os afore- 
said, to Petersburgh, and Jordan's, on Appamatton River, 
for tho use of the following Counties, and ta be left to the 
caro of the Committees of tho Counties of Prince George 
and Dinwiddie, 
For the County of Amelia, ~*~ - 
Vor the County of Mecklonburgh, 
Vor tho County of Lamendurgh, - 
Tor the County of Charlotte,~ - 
For the County of Talifam, - + 
For the County of Prince George, 
For the County of Brunswick, 
Por the County of Dinwiddie, - « 


2 
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162 bushels, 
122 bushels, 
63 bushels, 
114 bushels, 
128 bushels, 
8E bushels, 
198 bushels, 
, 122 bushels, 
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And that 887 bushels of tho said Salt be sent, as afore» 
said, to Cumberland Town, and Neweastle, up York River, 
to the care of the Committees of the Counties of Hanover 
and New-Kené respectively, for tho ese of the following 
Counties, to wit; 

For the County of Hanaver,~ - ~ 

For the County of New-Kent, - » 

Tor the County of Louisa, ~ ~ 

For the County of King FYilliam, - 


braere 
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162 bushels, 
81 bushels. . 
56 bushels. . 
88 bushels, 
887 
And that 272 bushels"of the said Salt be landed at 
Lampton, under the care of the Committee for the County 
of Elizabeth City, for thertise of the following Counties, 
to wit: 
For the County of @loticester, - - 128 bushels, 
For the County of Elizabeth City, - 81 bushels,’ 
For the County of York,~ - ~ - 63 bushels, 
For the County of PParwick,~ - ~ 14 bushel ihe 
For the County of James Otty, - 36 bush i 
cipal vende 


"4 
QI he 
And ‘that 63 bushels of the said Salt be-gent up Jomge 
River, and landed at Berkeley, for the use of the Gabiity 
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of Charles City, to be under the care of the Committee of 
said Counpy. 

Resolved, That the Committees of the several Counties 
above named do, with the utmost despatch, cause tho said 
Salt as abave allotted to them, to be divided among such 
of the inhabitants of their several Counties as shall appear 
to them to be in the greatest need of that article ; the per- 
sons receiving the same paying to the Chairman, or such 
person as shall be deputed by the several Commitices, the 
sum of 5s. per bushel for such Salt, and also the expenses 
which shall accrue in transporting the same ; which several 
sums of money are hereby ordered to be transmitted, by 
the Chairman of the several Committees, to tho Treasurer 
of this Colony, within three months from this time. And 
if, on further inqnivy, it appears (hat tho Salt taken as above 
be the properly of petsons not inimical to this Colony, the 
Treasurer shall repay to the owners thereof afler the rate 
of 4s. per bushel, « 

Resolved, That this Convention doth agree with the 
Coinmittee in the said Report, and that the Committee for 
the County of Elizabeth City do cause the same to be de- 
livered according to the several proportions therein men- 
tioned, 

The Orders of the Day—for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on tho Ordinance for continuing 
and amending an Ordinance appointing a Committeo of 
Safety, and for appointing Sherifls ;—being read, 

Resolved, That the same be put off ull to-morrow. 


The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itsel! into 2 Committoe on the Ordinance 
for raising an additional number of Forces for the defence 
and protection of this Colony, and for amending an Ordi- 
nance, entided An Ordinance for raising and embodying a 
sufficient Force for the defence aad protection of this Co- 
lony; and after some time spent therein, Mr, President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the Com- 
mittee had, according to order, had under their considera~ 
tion the said Ordinance, and had made a further progress 
therein, but not having time to go through the same, had 
directed him to move for Jeave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow again 
resolye itself into the said Committee, 

Resolved, That this Convention will, on Monday next, 
resolve itself into a Committee tg take into their further 
consideration the state of the Colony. 

Adjourned till to-morgow, half after tert o'clock, 


“Saturday, Docombor 30, 1775. 


Resolved, That Mr. Banister, Mr. Cary, Mr. Andrew 
Lewis, Mr, William Cabell, Mv. Carrington, Mr. Thomas 
Lewis, and Mr. Syme, be a Committee to inquire into the 
Security offered by John Bowyer, geutloman, agreeably 
to the Resolution of Zuesday last, and report thoir opinion 
thereupon to the Convention. 

Ordered, That it bo an instruction to the Committes of 
Safety that they allow William Johnson, Adjutant to the 
Minute-men of the Prince William Battalion, three shil- 





_ lings per day for hig extraordinary services. 


‘The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for 
appointing Sheriffs; and after some time gpent therein, 
Mr, President resumed the chnir, and Mr, Cary reported, 
that the Committce had, according to order, had the said 
Ordinance under their consideration, had gone through the 
same, and made several amendments thereto; which he 
din, his place, and afterward¢ delivered in at the Cletk’s 
+ Where the same were again twice read, and agreed 
toubyatbe Convention, %e - 

‘Qriered, That the said Ordinance, together with the 
sevetal ayhendments, be fairly*transcribed, and rend sthe 
third timer 

Ordered, That the Committee on tha state of the Co- 
Jony be discharged fiom proceed’ng on the Petition of 
Archibald Govan, and that’ the same be referred to Mr. 
Banister, Mr. Dandridge, Mv, King, Mr. Westwood, Mr. 
Digges, Mr. Nelson, and Mr. Langhorne ; and they are 
to Feport the same, together with thelr opinion thereupon, 
to the Convention, i ‘ 
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Tho Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance 
for raising an additional number of Forass for the defence 
and protection of this Colony, and for amending an Ordi- 
nance, intituled An Ordinance for raising and embodying a 
sufliciont Force for the defence and protection of this Co- 
lolony ; and after some time spent therein, Mr. President 
resumed the chair, and Mr, Cary reported, that the Com- 
mittee had, according to order, had under their considera- 
tion the said Ordinance, and had made a further progress 
therein, but not having time to go through the same, had 
directed him to move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will on Monday next 
again 1esolve itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance. 


The Orders of the Day—for the Conyention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for continuing 
and amending an Ordinance for appointing a Committee of 
Safety ; for establishing a General Test; and to amend an 
Ordinance, intituled An Ordinance for regulating the elec- 
tion of Delegates and ascertaining their allowances, and 
also for regulating the election of Committee-men in the 
several Counties and Corporations within this Colony, and 
for other purposes therein mentioned ;—being read, 

Resolved, That the same be put off til! Monday next. 


Mr. Richard Lee, from the Commissionors appointed to 
settle the Accounts of the Militia lately drawn out into 
actual service, laid before the Convention several clains, 
which were directed to be specially reported, 

Ordered, Mhat tho said Claims be referred to the Cam- 
mittco to whom the Petition of Alewender Ross wns re- 
ferred; and they are to report tho same, together with 
their opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

Adjourned ill to-morrow, half after ten o’clock. 


Monday, January 1, 1776, 

John Augustine Washington, Esq,, having resigned the 
oflice of Sheriff for the County of Hosaore ‘and, and be~ 
ing re-elected a Delegate for the said County, was admitted 
to his seat in Convention. 

Resolved, Vhat tho Thanks of this Convention be pre 
sented to the Reverend Mr, Grifiths, for his wuly pa- 
triotic aud most exccllont Sermon preached yesterday, and 
that he be requested to permit the same to be printed at 
the publick expense, 

Ordered, That Mr, Pravis have leave to be absent 
from the service of this Convention for the remainder of 
the session. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of tho 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance 
for raising au additional number of Forces for the defence 
and protection of this Colony, and for amending an Ordi- 
nanog, nilituled An Ordinance for raising and embodying a 
sufficient Force for the defence and protection of this 
Colony ; and after somo time spent therein, Mr. President 
resumed tho chair, and Mr, Cary reported, that the Com- 
mittee had, according to order, had under their considera- 
tion the said Ordinance, and had made a further progress 
therein, but not having time to go through the same, had 
directed him to move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow again 
resolvo itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance. 


The Orders of the Day—for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the Ordinances for continuing 
and amending an Ordinance appointing » Committee of 
Safety ; for establishing q General Test; to amend an Or- 
dinance, intiluled An Ordinance for regulating the election 
of Delegates and ascortaining their allowances, and also 
for regulating the election of Committee-men in the sevéral 
Counties and Corporations within this Colony, and for 
other purposes therein mentioned ; for establishing a mode 
of making Tobacco Payments during the discontinuance @f 
the Inspection Law ;—being read, ace 

Resolved, That the same be put off till Wednesday pt 

The Presidont laid before the Convention a Letter,from 
Col. Howe, and also a Letter from Col. Woodard; which 
«were read, and ordered to Jie gp the tables. 4. + 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after.tejr ofelock. 

« 
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Tuosday, January 2, 1776. 


The President laid before the Convention a Lettor from 
Col. Howe, and also a Letter from Col. Woodford, in- 
forming the Convention they had reccived Potitions fiom 
soveral of the persons who had joined Lord Dunmore, and 
were on board the Vossels in the harbour at Norfolk, do- 
siring they might have leave to return, as their wives and 
children were greatly disuessed. That they had given for 
answer, the women and children were at liberty to come 
on shora, and should receive assistance and protection, but 
not to be at liberty to retuin or give intelligence to our ene- 
mies; that che men should have no othor violence offered 
them than to remain prisoneis till they could be fairly and 
impartially tried by their countiy for taking arms against 
it. Which being read, 

Resolved, That this Convention will immediately resol vo 
itself into a Committee on the said Letter. 
ww. Lhe Convention accordingly :esolved itself into the said 
Committee, and after some time spent theicin, Mr. Piesi- 
dont resumed tho chair, and Mi, Mercer reported, that the 
Committee had, according to ader, had under their con- 
sideration ‘the Letter from Col. Tote and Col. Woodford, 
and had come to the following Resolution thereupon ; whieh 
he read in his place, and afterwards deliverod in at tho 
Clerk’s table, where the samo was again twice read, und 
agreed to by the Canvention: 

Resolved, That this Convention do highly approve of 
tho offer made by Colonel Howe and his Offices to tho 
distressod women and children now on board the vessels 
in the harbour at Norfolk, and the terms offered to thoso 
who havo taken up arms against this country; and that 
Col. {owe be requested to repent the same, m the name 
of the Delegates and Representatives of this Colony. 

Ordered, That the Mombers for Berteeloy be added to 
the Committes to whom the Ordinance for providing Arms 
and Ammunition for the use of this Colony was com- 
snitted, 

A Momorial from Sampson Matthews, in behalf of him- 
self and George Matthews, was presented to the Conven- 
tion, and road ; sotting forth, (hat they are approlensiva of 
being laid under great dificultics and disadvantagos in con~ 
sequence of the appointment of John Bowyer, gentleman, 
to receive for and pay to the several claimants in the South- 
orm District whatever may be due them on the account of 
the late expedition against the Indians, and praying that 
the Convention will again consider of tho said appointment, 
and, if the same shall bo found not to answer the purposes 
thereby intended, that it may be superseded, 

Ordered, That tho said Memorial bo referred to Mr. 
Banister, Mr. Cary, Me. Andrew Lewis, Me. William 
Cabell, My. Carrington, Mr, Thomas Lowts, and Mr 
Syme; and thoy aro so report the samo, togothor with 
theit opinion thoreuyion, to the Convention, 


A Potition of Richard Hopper was prosented to the 
Convention, and read; sotting forth, that in consequence 
of a Lotter fiom Christopher Scott and Company, dated 
Hull, May 27th, 1775, Gtbson, Donaldson, and Ilamilton, 
of Sufi, Merchants, did purchaso a cago of Naval 
Stores on account and sisk of tho said Chitstopher Scott 
and Company, and had it ready provided, when tho Ship 
Buckingham, of which he is Master, arrived in this Colo~ 
ny, On the 28th of Angust last; that the said Ship was 
ready on the first of September to receive the cargo, great 
part of which was then afloat in crafts, and part on boad 
the sajd Ship, when, by a violent storm, which happened 
on the 2d of September, the said Ship was driven on shoro ; 
that, os he was prevented hy the hand of Providence from 
sailing before the time limited by the Continental Associa- 
tion, and as other Vessels in the same situation were al- 
lowed to load after the 10th day of September, your Peti- 
tioner appliod to the Commitice of Havsinics County, 
who were of opinion he might Jond; that he has boen at 
very considerable expohse in refitting the said Vessel for 
$04, and that, as neither himself nor his owners have acted 
in the smallest degrea unfriendly to America, ho humbly 
prays that he may be perniitted to proceed on his voyage. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr, 
Banister, Mr. Parker, Mv, Bitzhugh, My, Cary, and My, 
Waticins; and they are te report the same, together with’ 
their opinion thereupon, to the Gonvention. 
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Ordered, That Mr, Ilenry Tee, and Mr, Adams, do 
wait on the Reverend Mr. Grifiths, with the Resolution 
of yesterday, and proscnt him the Thanks of this Conven- 
tion apes Fe thereto. 

A Petition of Robert Karr® was prosented to the Con- 
vention, and read; setting forth, that he served as an En- 
sign in the Company commanded by Captain James Wood, 
in tho Inte expedition aginst tho Indians, and that he has 
only received the pay of a common soldier, and praying 
such further allowance as shall be thought reasonable, 

Ordered, ‘Phat tho said Petition bo referred to Mr. 
Neavill, Mr. Henry Lee, and My. Clapham ; and they-are 
to report the same, together with their opinion thereupon, 
to the Convention. 

A Petition of John Mohan and James Ross was pre- 
sented to the Convention, and read ; setting forth, that they 
had been employed and served as Spies in the late expe- 
dition against tho Judians, und praying’ that thoy may be 
allowed a satistiction for the same. 

Ordered, That tho said Potition bo referred to the Com- 
mittee to whom the Petition of Alewander Ross was ro- 
fred; and thoy are {o report the same, together with 
their opinion thereupon, to the Convention, 

Mr, Thomas Walker, from the Committee to whom the 
Potition of Joseph Simon and John Campbell was referred, 
reported, that tho Committee hud, nccoiding to order, had 
under thelr consideration tho said Potition, and that it 
appeared to thom that John Connolly, on the Bib day of 
June Inst, oxocuted a bond to the Patitionors for tho sum 
of 8971 11s. Od. Ponnsyloania curroney, the Ist of July, 
1776, and that the said Connolly, on tho 2d day of Au- 
gust last, did assign unto tho Petitionors his pay as a Caps 
tain or Major in tho service of this Colony, and for sundry 
articles furnished tho soldiers curing that time, and alsa to 
settle such accounts with tho Commissioners, and receive 
what should be found due to him, and had come to the 
following Resolution theroupon; which ho read in his 
place, and afterwards delivered in at tho Clerk’s table, 
whore the samo was again twice rend, and agreod to by 
tha Convention : 

Resolved, That tho said Petition is reasonable, and that 
the sum of 6572. 10s. 1d, ought to bo allowed and paid to 
the snid Potitioners by tho publick; and that there ap- 
pears to be duo to tho Petitioners on account of the pay 
of tho said John Connolly, as an officer, and for other 
services, the sum pf 2861. 138, 9d., which ought to be allowed 
and paid to the said Petitioners, after deducting what may 
be due to the country from the said Connolly, 


The Reverend My. Thruston, from tho Committee to 
whom the Petition of Edward Snickers was roferred, re- 
ported, that thoy had, aacording to order, had the sama 
under their consideration, and had come to the followin 
Rosalutions thereupon; which ho read in his place, and 
aforwads deliverod in at tho Clork’s table, where tho 
samo were again twico read, and agreed to by the Con» 
vention: . 

Resolved, That so much of tho said Petition ag prays 
a furthor allowance of (wo Shillings per day for thirty-five 
Wagons, thirteon hundied and seventy-one days, and hig 
expenses as a Commissary, is reasonable, and that the sum 
of 1581. 198, 9d. halfpenny ought to be allowed and paid 
to the Petitioner by the publick. 

Resolved, That so much of the said*Petition as prays 
on allowance for expenses in attending the Commissiohers, 
and employing a Clerk, be rejected. aval 


The Reverend Mr. Thruston, from the Committea to 
whém the Potition of Jams Pood, wag referred, reported, 
that they had, according to order, had the said Petition 
under their consideration, and hind coma to the following 
Resolution theroupon; which ho read in his place, and 
afterwards dolivered in at tho Clerk’s table, whero the 
same was again twice read, and agreed to by the Conyen- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the said Petition is reasonable, and that 
the Petitioner ought to be allowed the sum of 281. 119, Of. 
by the publiok. shed te 

The Reverend Mr. Thruston, from the Cotnmitiee to 
whom the Petition of sundry Inhabitants.of the Countigs 
of Frederic and West Augusta was referred, reported, 
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that the Committee had, according to order, had the same 
under their consideration, and had come to the following 
Resolution thereupon; which he tead in his place, and 
afterwards delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the 
same was again twice read, find agiced to by the Conven- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the said Petition is reasonable, 

The Order of the Day—for the Convontion to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for raising an 
additional number of Forces for the defence and protec- 
tion of this Colony, and for amending an Ordinance, enti- 
tled An Ordinance for raising and embodying a sufficient 
Force for the defence and piotection of this Colony ; and 
for the Convention to resolve itself into a Committee on 
the state of the Colony ;—being read, 

Resolved, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

An Ordinance for appointing Sheriff were 1ead a third 
time. . 

Resolved, That"the said Ordinance do pass, 

Ordered, That Mr. Carter of Lancaster, Mr. John 
Walker, and Mr. Drew, be added to the Commitice ap- 
pointed to inquire into the services of Mr. James Wood, 


Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o’clock, 


Wednesday, January 8, 1776. 


Walter Jones, Eesq., having baen re-elected a Dolegate 
for the County of Richmond, in the room of Francis Light- 
foot i, Esq. took his seat in Convention, as a Delegate 
{y@the said County. 

* & Petition of Mary Durley, of tho County of Zile-of% 
Wight, was presented to tho Convention, and read; sot- 
ting forth, that, some time in the month of October last, 

ein order to support hersolf and family, sho omployed a 
certain Joseph Mren to navigate a small Vessel belonging 
to her, which was employed in carrying oysters, shells, and 
other things, up James River; that, upon his retuin from 
up the said river, when opposite to Burwell’s Ferry, he 
was fired on by tha Kingfisher man-of-war, and was 
obliged to go on board her; upon which, somo Riflemen, 
part of our Troops stationed at Burwell's Ferry, seized 
the Vessel, which in tho late bad weathor was driven on 
shore, and rendered useless to your Petitionor; and pray- 
ing that this Convention will mako her somo compensation 
for tho loss of the said Vossel, upon which her subsistence 
chiefly depended. 

Ordered, That tho seid Petition be referred to Mv, Par 
ker, Mr. Norvell, Mu, Westwood, Mr. Langhorne, and Mr. 
Wills; ond that thoy report the same, together with their 
opinion thereupon, to the Convention, 


Mr, Lod, from the Committeo to whom the Patitions of 
Archibald Campbell, John Willoughby, and Cary Mitchell, 
were referred, reported, that the Committee had accord- 
ingly had the same under their consideration, and that it 
appeared to them, from the Depositions of Lewis Lans- 
ford, Maximilian Calvert, and Cornelius Calvert, and the 
testimony of Matthew Phripp, tbat the said Archibald 
Campbell hath frequently demed the right of the British 
Parliament to tax Ameriea ; that the said Archibald Camp- 
bell was against yfolont measures on either side, thinking 
a atrigt adherence to the commercial opposition would pro- 
duce a redress of grievances, and refused (o join in solicit- 
ing Lord Dunmore down to Norfolic ; that the said Camp- 
bell took the oath prescribed by him, but was dete:mined 
to stand neuter} that the said Campbell had sent his family 
to Bermuda, and intended shortly to follow them 5 and that 
he does not appear to have assisted Lord Dunmore, cither 
faith money or provisions, 5 
Se Phat itappeared to them that the said John Pilloughby 

ratiod a very friendly putt to his country until Lord 
Dir Nbr had gained too great an aseendency about JVor- 
Solke i trdt the said /illowshby was Chairman of thé ©om- 
mittee of the County of Norjolt, and constantly attended 
their mestings; that, on the 17th of November, tho said 
Willoughby was called upon to appear before Lord Dun- 
more, and take fis ‘oath; that he expostulated with his 
Lordship, and desired time, until the next day, to consi- 
der of it; that, immediately-after, Captain Leslie declared 

* thidse who would not sign should be taken into custody and 
deenied Rebels; that the said Willoughby did then take the 
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oath, but has never borne arms on the side of Lord Dun- 
more, or encouraged others to do so, but has generally be- 
haved as a friend to America; that it further appoais, that 
the said Willoughby, as County Lieutenant of Norfolk, 
wrote to the Captains of the Militin of that County to 
assemble their Companies, but that he was then under the 
immediate influence of Lord Dunmore, and his conduct 
proceeded from compulsion, and not inclination. 

That they had wiote to Colonel Woodford to send up 
from Norfolk, where the said Cary Mitchell lately resided, 
any testimony he might he able to procure, either for or 
against him, and had given a reasonable time for obtaining 
the same, and that no such proof had been received. 

And that the Committee had come to the following Re- 
solutions thereupon; which he read in his place, and alter- 
wards delivered in at tho Clerk’s table, where the same 
were again twice read, and agieed to by the Convention: 

Resolved, That the conduct of the said Archibald Camp- 
dell does not appear to bave been inimical to the rights and 
liberties of America, 

Resolved, That the said John Willoughby acted as a 
friend to American liberty before Lord Dunmore erected 
his standard, and whatever ho afterwards did to the con- 
trary proceeded from compulsion, being himself, and family, 
in the powor of Lord Dunmore. 

Resolved, That the said Cary Mitchell doth not appear 
to have acted unfiiendly to American liberty, nor doos it 
appear that the reports mentioned in the said Petition are 
true. 

Resolved, ‘That the snid Archibald Campbell, John 
Willoughby, and Cary Mitchell, be discharged on their 
parole not to give intelligence oy assistance to the one- 
mies of America, 


Mr. Cary, from tho Committee to whom the report of 
the Commissioners appointed to examine, slate, and set- 
tle tho claims against the publick in the Southern District, 
on accaunt of the late expedition against the Frdians, was 
referred, reported, that they had accordingly examined the 
same, and come to the following Resolution thereupon ; 
which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at 
the Clork’s table, where the same was again twice rend, 
and ordered to lic on the table: 

Resolved, That the Accounts contained in tho said 
Report are fairly and justly stated, and, togother with the 
several allowances therein made, ought to be paid by the 
publick. 

The Prosident laid before tho Convention a Letter from 
Colonels Howe and Woodford, which was read, and or- 
dered to lio on the table, 

Ordered, That Mr. Joseph Jones, Mr. Fitzhugh, Mr. 
Thomas Walker, and Mr, John Walker, bo added to the 
Commitieo to whom tho O:dinance for amending an Or- 
dinanco, cntitled An Ordinance for providing Arms and 
Ammunition for the use of this Colony, is committed, 

A Memorial of Lieutenant-Colonel Christian, of the 
Second Regiment, in bohalf of himself, and William Pres- 
ton and Arthu Campbell, Esqrs., was prosented to the 
Convontion, and read; setting forth, that some time in the 
month of May, 1774, he was advised by Lord Dunmore 
to return home from the Clty of Williamsburgh, and use 
his endeavours to prevent the ithabitants from leaving 
their settlements on the approach of the late Iudéan war 
that, in order to determine what had best be done, a coun- 
cil of officers was held on the 25th of June, when it was, 
resolved that you Memorialist, who was then a Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel, should maich with a body of the Militia to 
the fronting of Clinch, which he immediately did, and con~ 
tinued in actual service about three weeks, when it appear- 
ed an expedition against the Indian ‘Towns, was resolved 
on j-and although he was not in the field again till the 12th 
of August, yot, during the intermediate time, he was chiofly 
employed in promoting the service, so as to neglect his 


own private affairs; that William Preston, Esq., by order 
of Lord Dunmore, immediately wrote to his Officers, dj- 


oceasion; that, from that time to the last of Qctgée he 


ountiygand 


recting them how to conduct themselves on that alamiing 
was chiefly employed in the service of a : 


UY 
was at considerable expense; that the said 1% dain Pres- 
t on foot, 


ton, from the time of the expeditjon’s hei 
was employed therein, and ahtergange a aed to exert, 
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himself in promoting the expedition, and often did the 
duty of a contractor, as well as that of an officer; that 
Arthur Campbell, Esq., was the oldest Captain on Zol- 
ston’s River and Clinch, which constitutes about one half 
of the County, and of caomse spent much of his time in 
the service, from the breaking out of the war until some 
time in the month of August; that, fiom his situation and 
usefulness as an Officer, he did all these mattors with care 
and ability, until some time in November; and your Me~ 
morialist 18 conscious that his extinordinary exertions pro~ 
duced the most beneficial effects to the country. And 
desiring, as well on behalf of the said /Villiam Preston and 
Arthur Campbell, as himself, that this Convention will 
take their services into consideration, and grant them such 
compensation as they shall be found to desarve. 

Ordered, That the consideration of tho said Memorial 
be referred to the next Convention. 


Mr. Banister, from tho Committee to whom the Poti- 
tion of Archibald Govan, was referred, reported, that they 
had, according to order, had the samo undor their consi- 
deration, and had come to the following Resolutions there- 
upon; which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered 
jn at the Clerk’s table, where the same were again twice 
read, and agreed to by the Convention : 

Resolved, That the said Petition, so far as it 1elates to 
the cargo of his Vesscl, is 1easonable; and that all the 
Wheat on board the said Vessel, which may be sound and 
merehantablo, be taken on account of the country, at the 
price of fow Shillings per bushel, being the original cost, 
and manufactured for the use of the ‘Troops stationed at 
Lampton. 

Resolved, That tho said Potitioner may dispose of his 
Vessel as he thinks proper, 

Ordered, That My. Flolt, Mr. Dandridge, Mv. Pey- 
ton, and Mr. Langhorne, be added to tho Comumitteo to 
whom tho Memorial of Sanpson Matthews was roferred. 


Mr, Banister, (rom the Committee to whom tho Poti- 
tion of Richard Hopper was referred, reported, that they 
had, according to order, had the samo under their consi 
detation, and come to the following Resolution thereupon ; 
whioh he read in his place, and aneoatila delivered in at 
the Cloik’s table, whero tho samo was again tiwvice roud, 
and agreed to by the Convention. 

Resolved, That the allegations of the said Petition aro 
tiue, and it is reasonable that the Vessel therein montioned 
be permitted to proceed on her voyage, in ballast, and with 
passongers, but not with her cargo of Naval Stores. 


The Convention then, according to tho Order of the 
Day, resolved itsolf into a Committee on the Ordinance 
for raising an additional number of Forees for the defenca 
and protection of this Colony, and for amending an Ordi+ 
nance, entitled An Ordinanco for raising and ombodying 
a sufliciont Iorce for the defence and protection of this 
Colony; and aftor some timo spent thercin, Mr. Prosi« 
Qont rosumed the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the 
Committee had, according to order, had undor their consi~ 
deration the said Ordinance, and had made a farther pro- 
gress therein, byt not having time to go through tho same, 
had directed him to move for leave to sit again, 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow resolvo 
itself into a Committee, to take into their further consi- 
deration the said Ordinance, , 


Mr. Blackburn, from the Committee to whom the Pe- 
tition of Stephon Pierce was referred, reported, that it 
appeared to the said Committee, that the Sloop whereof 
the Petitioner was master, cleared out at the Pout of North 
Potomac, in the Provines of Maryland, for Antigua, on 
the 25th day of September last, with three hundred bartels 
of Flour, two hundred bushels of Corn, and some live 
stook; that she arrived at Antigua, the 16th of November 
following, and on the 28th, cleared out from Durke’s Island 
with eight hundred bushels of Salt, for tho County of S¢, 
Mary's, in Maryland 3 that, by means of the late storm, 
she was driven,into Hampton, and taken by Captain Bar- 
ron; that the said Stephen Pierce alledges, in his justifi- 
cation for exporting the Flour and othor articles after the 
10th of Soptember, that the gust on the 6th of that month 
retarded his sailing, and he was permitted to sai at the 
a8 ey he did; but no eyidence of those facts appears 
toy wut Committee, nor can any be procured at this time, 
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And that they had come to the following Resolution thore- 
upon; which ho read in his place, and then dcliveyed in at 
the Clork’s table, where tho same was again twice read, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘Phat thero is prodable cause to suspect that 
the said Stephen Pierre hath, in the first instance, been 
guilty of a breach of the Continental Association ; but, ag 
our fiends in Maryland may be in want of tho Salt, it is 
the opinion of this Commitice that the said Vessel be por- 
mitted to proceed on her voyage, and that the Committee 
of the said County of St Mary’s ought to be informed of 
that transaction, that they may take such measures as to 
them may appear necessary, 

The Orders of the Day—for the Convention to resolye 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, and on 
the Ordinunee for continning and amending an Ordinance 
appointing a Committee of Sulety ; for ostablishing a Gen- 
eal ‘Test; to amend an Ordinance, ietituled An Oxdi- 
nanco for regulating tho cloction of Delogates, and ascer- 
taining their allowances, and also (or rogulating the election 
of Committee-men in tho several Countios and Corpara~ 
tions within (his Colony, and for other purposes therein 
mentioned ; and for establishing a moda of making Vobacco 
Payments during the discontinuance of the Inspection 
Law j-—boing read, 

Resolved, That the samo bo put off till to-morrow. 

Mr, Lolt, from tho Committos to whom the Petition of 
Edward Tack Moseley and Mdward Lael Moseley, Sun, 
was rofarred, reported, that it appeared to the Committeo, 
from the tustimony of Lemuel Newton, Matthew Phripp, 
Alcwander Mosely, and John Ramsay, that the said Mosey 
took the oath proscribed by Tord Dunmore ; that Jacob 
Eilligood oume to their house with the parchment and 
oath, which they thore took and subscribed ; and that thoy 
did not repair to the standard erected by Lord Dunmore, 
nor in any tespect aid or assist him with money or provi+ 
gions, and that they in general endeavoured to keep out 
of tho way of Lod Dunmore and his adheronts. And 
that they bad como to the following Resolution theroupon ; 
which he read in bis placo, and afterwards delivered in at 
the Clerk’s table, where tho same was again twice read, 
and agread to: 

Resolved, That the snid Mdward ITack Moseley und 
Edward Tack Moseley, Jan. did not appear inimical to 
American liberty belore Lord Dunmore had orected his 
standard’; and that whatever thoy did afterwards procead+ 
ed froin their greatTear of Lord Dunmore, nad his adberenis. 

Resolved, ‘Vbat the snid dward Hack Moseley and 
Edward Diack Moscley, Jun., bo discharged ov their pa 
rola not to givo intolligence or assistance to the enemias 
of America. 

“Adjourned till to-morrow, half aftor ten o’cloak. 


Thursday, January 4, 1776, 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to inquire into 
the security offered by Join Bowyer, gentleman, be dig« 
charged from procooding therein. 

Mr, Zlol, from the Committee to whom the Petition of 
Matthew Phripp was roforved, reported, that it appeared 
from tho testimony of Danicl Hutchifigs, that the said 
Phripp was extremely active in encomaging the people af 
Norfotl to make themselves acquainted with military dis- 
cipline, and to prepare for defending thoir country ; that 
the said Phripp was chosen Colonel of that Borough, 
and was twice elected Chairman of the Committee 5 that 
the said Phripp took up arms against Lord Dunmore,.om 
his taking the typo from the printer ia Nonfolle, but that, 
on Uf people refusing to jdin him, lie declined to act any 
longer as their Colonel ; that it appeared, from the depo- 
sitions of Paul Loyal and Chrtstopher Calvort, that the said 
Matthew Phripp, during Lord Dunmore’s stay in and about 
Norfolle, demeaned himself‘ts a friend to his country ; and 
it dogs not appear that the said PArinp hath assisted Lord 
Dunmore, with either money, provisions, or vessels, or ad~ 
vised or persuaded any pbrson to join him or take his oath ; 
that it appears to them that the said Phripp, being deserted 
by the people in that part of the country, in danger of be- 
ing delivered up to, and having much of his property in, 
the power of Lord Dunmore, was compelled, by his situa- 
tion, to take the oath prescribed by his Gordship ; and tliat 


° 


c 


109 


it appeared to them that the said Phripp’s visit to Nonfolle 

roceeded from the pressing invitation of his aged and 
infirm father. And that they had come to the following 
Resolution thereupon; which be :ead im his place, and 
afterwards delivered in at thé Clerk’s table, where the same 
was again twice read, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the said Matthew Phripp hath uniform- 
ly shown himself tbe firm and steady friend of American 
liberty, until his unfortunate visit to Norfolk, in conse- 
quence of the invitation of his agod parent, at which tine, 
falling into the power of Lord Jwrnore, he had only the 
alternative of submitting or exposing his life and fortune to 
his Lordship's resentment ; that, in his extremity, he yielded 
and took the oath; but, as the said Matthew Phripp soon 
after manifested his willingness to support the common 
cause, we think, upon the whole, ha ought to be restored 
to tha confidence of his countrymen, 


The Convention then, according to the Order of the Day, 
resolved itself intea Committee on the Ordinance for rais- 
ing an additional number of Forces for the defence and 
protection of this Colony, and for amending an Ordinance, 
intituled An Ordinance for raising and embodying a suffi- 
cient Force for the defence and protection of this Colony ; 
and after some time spent therein, Mr, President resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the Committee had, 
according to order, had under their consideration the said 
Ordinance, and had made a further progiess therein, but 
not having time to go through the same, had directed him 
to move for leave to sit again, 

Resolved, ‘That this Convention will to-morrow again 
resolve itself into a Committeo to tako into their further 
consideration the said Ordinance. 


The Orders of the Day—for the Convention to resolvo 
itself into a Committee on the state of tho Colony, and on 
the Odinances for continuing and amending an Ordinance 
appointing a Committes of Safety ; for establishing a Gen- 
eral Test ; to amend an Ordinance, entitled An Ordinance 
for regulating the election of Delegates, and ascertaining 
their allowances, and also for rogulating the election of 
Committee-men in the several Counties and Corporations 
within this Colony, and for other purposes theroin mention- 
ed; and for establishing a mode of making Tobacco Pay- 
ments during the discontinuance of the Inspection Law ;-— 
being read, 

Resolved, That the same bo put off till to-morrow. 

Ordered, That Mr, Holt have leave to be absent from the 
service of this Convention for the remainder of tho session. 

Mr. Thomas Wallcer |nid before the Convention an Ac- 
count of the money expended at the late Treaty with the 
Indians, by the Commissionois appointed for that purpose ; 
which was ordered to lic on the table, for the porusul of the 
mombers, 


Adjourned till to-morrow, half afier ten o’clock. 


Friday, January 5, 1776, 

Mr, Cary, from tho Committeo to whom it was referred 
to inquire whether the Salt, and other goods, lately taken 
on board several vessels at Hampton, were imported agree- 
ably to the torms of the Continental Association, and whe- 
ther the-same wef the property of friends to America, or 
of<those who have been in arms, or have taken an active 
part against this Colany, reported, that the Committe had, 
according to arder, had the samo under their consideration, 
and that it appeared to thom that Capt, Wilson, of the 
Sloop a ie sailed fiom this Colony, some time in tho 
month of August last, for the @ranadas, where he took on 
board 80 hhds. of Rum, the property of Isaae Hilson, of 
athe. Town of Portsmouth, two the property of the Captain 
ahimself, and two the property of Cornelius Calvert, jun., 
Wito Was Supercargo of the stid Vessel, which appears to 
bexthe'-property of John Shedden, of Norfolk, Robert 
Sheddonyot, Portsmouth, and’ John Syme, of Smithjteld ; 
that it falther Sppests that the said Robert Shedden had 
given ordersttd. his agents in Glasgow to ship large quanti- 
ties of Goods frometheneg, in direbt violation of the Asso- 
ciation, which he shail agreed to and subscribed, and had 
thereby discovered an‘eamest intention of injuring, as much 
as possible, the cause of America; and that it appeaed 
that the sum of 582. 119. 4d. is now due tothe mariners of 
the said Vessel. That the Sloop Swallow, of which George 
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Burwell is Master, cleared out in ballast, from Hampton, 
about the Ist of September last, to the Island of Lortuga, 
where she arrived, and took in gieat part of her load of 
Salt, and then sailed for Ziak’s Island, and took in 800 
bushels more, and arrived in this Colony with the same 5 
that 2,155 bushels thereof appeared to be the property of 
Hector M‘Allister, of Norfoll:, and the residue to belong 
to the Captain and his Mates; that the said Vessel, except 
about sixty Pounds in her value, belonged to the said George 
Burwell, That theStoop Molly, whereof Samuel Servant 
is Master, cleared out at Hampton, with a cargo of Grain, 
and other commodities, on the 10th of September last, and 
sailed about the twentieth of thesame month for Antigua, 
and that the whole of her Cargo was on boad when she 
cleared ont ; that she arrived at Nevis, and then sailed for 
Turk’s Island, and took on board 1,282 bushels of Salt; 
that the said Sloop, together with the Cargo, except filty 
bushels of Salt taken on board for the Captain’s use, be- 
longed to William Turner, Archibald Brown, and James 
Woddrop, of Norfoll ; and that it appeared, from the tes- 
timony of Dr. Archibald Campbell, that the said James 
Moddrop had been very active under Lord Dunmore, since 
the commencement of the present disputes, and had re- 
ecived a commission as an officer of the Militia from him, 
and was one of the party at the Great Bridge, and piinci- 
pally engaged iv carrying of the cannon during the action. 
That the Brig Corlet, whereof John Harris is Master, 
sailed fiom Lampton, somo time in the month of June last, 
for Scotland, and from thence, in September, for this Colony, 
in ballast ; that she has on board three pieces of Zrish Linen, 
two pieces of Diapor, and six Macaroni Waistcoats, which 
were for his own use; one pieco of Osnaburgs, two pieces 
of Jrish Linen, three parcels of Pins, a parcel of Needles, 
and ono piece of Green Plaids, sent by one Maclean, of 
Scotland, to his wife, at Norfolk ; and two pieces of Irish 
Linen, one dozen and ten pair men’s Thioad Stockings, 
tho property of Andrew Sproule, of Norfolk, And that 
thoy had como to seveinl Resolutions thereupon ; which he 
read in his place, and afterwards deliverod in at the Clerk’s 
table, where the same were again twice read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Rum in the Sloop Agatha was not 
imported contrary to the Continental Association, but that 
11 hhds, thereof, together with the said Sloop, being the 
property of Messrs. Robert and John Shedden, and John 
Syme, from tho inimical conduct of the said Zodert, aro 
become justly forfeited to this Colony, and ought to bo 
considered as lawful prize ; but as the conduct of tho snid 
John Shedden ant John Syme, two of the ownors thebeof, 
cannot be inquired into, they refer the further examination 
to the Committee of Safety. 

Resolved, That the remainder of the said Cargo bo de- 
livered to the several Proprietors thereof, 

Resolved, That the said Vessel, and 11 bhds, of Rum, 
bo sold at publick auction ; and that the sum of 582, 11s. 
4d., duo to the Mariners of the said Vessel, for their wages, 
be paid to them, and the residue be disposed of as tho 
Convention shall direct. 

Resolved, That the Salt in the Sloop Swallow doth not 
appear to have been imported contrary to the terms of (ho 
Continental Association ; but that the conduct of Hector 
M Allister, owner of tho said Vessel and Cargo, ought'to 
be inquired into by the Committee of Safety. 

Resolved, That the Goods imported in the Brig Corlet 
be forfeited to this Colony, and sold at publick auction. 

Ordered, That the said Report do lie upon the table. 

Ordered, That the Cargo of the Sloop Agatha afore- 
said, except 11 hhds, of Rum, belonging to Robert and 
John Shedden, and John Syme, be delivered to the several 
proprietors thereof, : 

Mv. Bland, from the Committee appointed to inquire 
into the services of Mr. James Wood, who was sent by the 
House of Burgesses to invite the several tribes of Jndlans 
on the Western Frontiers of this Colony to_a ‘Treaty, a 
cording to a Resolution of thé Council and House of Bus; 
gesses in June last, reported, that the Committee had, «i 
cording to order, had the same under their consider H 


and that it appeared to them that the said James /ioot'set 
out on the 25th of June last, in the execution of jis gom- 
mission ; that, in his progress through the séve I ribés of 
Indians, he was informed thatGovernoug, Cajléton's emis- 


saries had exerted their endeavolrs*to"persuade them to 
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tako up the hatchet against this Colony ; that, in conse- 
quence thereof, many of the said Indians entertained vory 
hostile intentions; that the said 7Vood was frequently in 
danger of his life, particularly from one of those hostile 
tribes who had formed a scheme for killing him, but that 
he discovered their design, and mado his escape ; that, at 
Inst, by exerting all his abilities, he bappil removed their 
prejudices, and engaged them, with tho other tribes, to at- 
tend the said Treaty, which engagement they accordingly 
performed, wheraby peace and safety was restored to this 
Colony ; that the said Wood was near two months employ- 
ed in the progress of this business, and underwent the 
grontest fatigues, difficulties, and dangers, And that they 
hed come to the following Resolution thereupon ; which he 
read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the Clerk’s 
table, where the same was again twice read, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the said James Wood ought to be paid 
by the publick the sum of two hundred and fifty Pounds, 
for the great service he hath done to this Colony, by his 
diligent and faithful execution of the Commission with 
which he was intrusted. 

Tho President laid before the Convention a Letter from 
the Committee for the County of Northampton ; which was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. Henry Lee, from the Committee appointed, in- 
formed the Conyention that they had waited on tho Rev. 
My. @rifiths, and presented to him the 'Chanks of this 
Convention for his excellent Sormon, and requested be 
would permit the samo to be printed at tho publick ox- 
pense; and that he returned for answer, that he entertained 
tho most grateful sense of the publick mark of approba- 

* tion shown his Sermon by this Convention, and would 
cheerfully comply with their request, 


A Potition of sundry Frecholders, of the County of Caro- 
line, was presented to the Convention and ead, setting 
forth that the former Committeo for tho said County omitted 
to appoint persons to superintend the election of 2 Com- 
mittee in tho month of November Inst, to determine tho 
right of any porson to vote who offered a list for that pur- 
poso, and who might havo preventnd many lists boing re- 
ceived from persons whom your Petitioners suspect had no 
right to vote; and that the lists wore immediately do- 
stroyed, which put it out of tho power of your Petitioners 
to examine thom; and praying that the said election may 

. be set aside, and a now one directed, agiceably to the Or- 
, dinance of the Jast Convention, 

Ordered, That tho snid Potition bo referred to Mr. 
Digges, Mr. Treasurer, My. Bland, My. Cary, Mr. Jones, 
Mr, Bravion, Mr. Fitzhugh, Mr. Carter of Lancaster, 
Me, Carrington, Mr. Bassett, Mr, Dandridge, Mr. ITolt, 
Me. Henry Lice, Mx. Richard Leo, Mr. Mercer, Mr. Lle- 
ming, Mr, Page, and Mr. M’ Dowell, and thoy ave to re- 

‘port tho sani, with their opinion thereupon, to the Con- 
,Vantion, 


Tho Convontion then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself’ into a Committee on the Ordinance 
, for vaising an additional numbor of Forces for the dofence 
and protection of this Colony, and for amending an Ordi- 
nance, intituled An Ordinance for raising and embodying a 
suflicient Force for tho defonce and protection of this Co- 
lony; and afler some time spont therein, Mv. President 
,Agaumedl*the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that tho Com- 
mittee had, according to order, had under their considera- 
tion the said Ordinance, and had made a further progress 
theroin, but not having time to go through the same, had 
directed him to move for leave to sit again. 
Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow again 
regolye itself into a Committoe on the said Ordinance, 


« Zgiihe Orders of the Day—for the Convention to resolvo 
ifelfinto-a; Committee on the state of the Colony, and on 
- th Ordinayogs for continuing and amending an Ordinance 

appeintings Committee of Safety ; for establishing a Gono- 

ral Testefatofamerid an Ordinance, intituled An Ordinance 

for regulating the election of Delegates, and ascertaining 
‘their bilowances, and also. for regulating the election of 
1 Committeo-men, in the several Counties and Corporations 
within this Colony, and fot other parposes therein men- 
oned;'and for establishing a mode of making Tobacco 
" pants at the discontinuandy’of the {nspection Law ; 
npiread, baa al 
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Resolved, That the same be put off till to-morrow, 

Mr. Parker laid before the Conyention tho Proceedings 
of the Committee of the County of Isle-of- Aight, rela- 
tive to tho conduct of Join Goodrich; which wero read, 
and ordered to bo 1eferved to the Committee appointed to 
inquire into the conduct of tho suid John Goodrich, con- 
cerning tho importation of Gunpowder and other articles, 
for the use of this Colony. 

The President laid before the Convention tho Procoed- 
ings of the Court of Inquiry hold on the Prisonors taken 
at Norfollc, and in the neighbowhood thereof; which were 
iead, aud ordered to be releried to Mr. Cary, Mr. Mercer, 
Mr. Ilolt, Mr. Digges, Mv. Nelson, Mr. Langhorne, My. 
Harwood, Mv. King, My. HWestwood, Mr, Murdaugh, My. 
Meade, Mr. Robert Wormley Carter, Mr. Richard Ran- 
dolph, Mv. Watkins, Mx. Thomas M. Randolph, My, Pare 
ker, and Mv. Alason, and they aro to report the samo, to- 
gether with their opinion thereupon, t¢ tho Convention. 


Adjourned till to-mortow, half after ten oolock, 


Saturday, Jonuary 6, 1776, 
Mr. Adams, from the Committee to whom the Petition 
of Alewander Hoss und TVilliam Tompson was referred, 
reported, that they had, according to order, had the same 
under their consideration, and that it appeared to them 
that, in the year 1760, Tis Majesty had a garrisoned fort 
erected at the place called Lore Pitt, whioh was kept up 
until (ho year 1772, after which a Corporal and a few men 
only were continued in the said fort; that the Petitionors 
produced to them « bill of snlo fom Major Oharles Ed. 
monstone, comutmnder of the gaid fort, to them, boarin, 
date tho 10th day of October, 1772, reciting that the sai 
Hdmonstone, for and in consideration of the sum of filly 
Pounds, New-Yorle currency, to him in hand paid by the 
suid Alewander Ross and William Tompson, did bargain 
and soll, in behalf of the Crown, unto tho said Alewander 
Ross and Tilliam Vompson, ali tho pickats, bricks, stones, 
timber, and iron, which aro now in the buildings ov walls 
of the said fort, and in tho redoubts, to bo demolished by 
order of his Excellency Goneral Gage, Commandei-in- 
Chief of His Majesty’s Ioicos in North-~dmerica; and 
that it also appeared, from the testimony of Join Camp. 
bell, that ho, with inany others, signed a Remonstrance, 
and sent it to Goneral Gage, wheraby thoy complained of 
a private salo made of the ruins of tho fort, by the suid 
Charles Edmonatone, to tho Potitigners, and requested that 
they might be publickly sold; that they roceived for 
answor from Genoral Gage, that although tho said Charles 
Edmonstone had procoeded irregularly, yet, as a sale was 
mado, ha could not set it aside; that it further appeared, 
from the deposition of Dorsey Penticost, that he saw a 
letter from Gen, Gage, dated in the winter of 17725 wich 
seomed to be an answer to a remonstrance of the inhabi- 
tants of Hort Pitt, desiring to purchase tho ruins of the 
fort, wherein ho informs them that he had received a re- 
turn fom Major 2udmonsfone of tho sale thereof, which 
was good and by his orders; that thero were a corporal 
and threa men left at ort Pité, who, he was informed by 
Edward Land, surgeon of the said Regiment, were left to 
take care of the boats, batteaus, &o.; fhat it also appeared 
the further sum of fifty Pounds was given as a present; by 
the Petitioners, to the said Charles Edmonstone, and tho 
sum of twenty-five Pounds to one Bredau, an ensign to 
the said Regiment, and a witness to the bill of sale; and 
that the said Rdward Hand, anotlyer witness to the bill of 
salo, had empowered him to receive from the said dlew 
ander Ross one-third of the sales of the ruins éf the“fort, 
by*virtue of a contract subsisting betweén the said Hd. 
ward Land and tho Petitioners; that it further appeared 
that tho Petitioners, sinc the purchnse aforesaid, liave 
sold some of the ruins of the said fort, and ware in pos- 
soion of others in the yoar 1774, when John Connodly, 
by order of Lord Dunmore, took possession theraof, and 
had the same appraised and valued by John Gibson and 
Thomas Smallman, sworn for that purpose, which valua- 
tion amounted to 10827. 7s. 2d., current money of Ptr- 
ginia; that the said Alewander Ross had built,Avighout 
the said fort, several houses, and enclosed a: gatden with 
pickets and a brick wall, and was posvessdd of two,.re- 
doubts and eight stacks of chimmies#hs this privateéfro~ 
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perty, some of which were made use of, and others 
destioyed, by the said John Connolly, having been pie~ 
viously valued by the said Gibson and Smallman, on oath, 
to the sum of 3141, 1s. 9d., Virginia currency, And that 
they had come to the folldving Resolutions thereupon ; 
which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at 
the Clerk’s table, whoro the same were again tvico read 
and agreed to: a 

Resolved, Vhat so much of the Petition as refatcs to 
the olaim of tha said Alexander Ross and IPilliam Tomp- 
son be rejected. i ‘ 

Resolved, That such other part of the Potition as relates 
to the said Alewander Joss is reasonable, and that the sum 
of 1072, 1s, 9d. ought to be allowed and paid to the said 
Ross, by the publick, deducting 557. 10s., which appears 
at present to be due to the country from the said Ross, for 
Provisions furnished by John Connolly to four men of the 
Eighteenth Regiment of Royal Irish, remaining in Wort 
Pitt, to which theeaid Ross was Commissary. 

Mr, Mercer, fiom the persons to wham the Ordinance 
for amending an Ordinance, intituled? An Ordinance for 
providing Arms and Ammunition for tho ase of this Colo- 
ny was committed, reported, that the Commitieo had, ac- 
cording to order, bad the samo under their consideration, 
and had directed him to roport the same without any 
amendments. 

Ordered, That the said Ordinance be fairly transcribed 
and read a third time, 

Ordered, That Colonel Moadford, of the Second Re- 
giment, have leave of absenco from the sorvico, for such 
time as shall bo agreed on between Colonel Lowe and 
himself, 

The Convention then, according to the Order of tho 

» Day, resolved itsolf into a Committee on tho Ordinance 
for raising an additlonal number of Forces for the defence 
and protection of this Colony, and for amending an Ordi- 
nance, entitled An Ordinance for raising and embodying a 
sufficient Force for the defence and protection of this Colo- 
ny; and after some time spent therein, Mr. President re~ 
sumed the chair, and Mr. Cary voported, that tho Com- 
mittee had, according to ordor, had under their considera- 
tion the said Ordinance, had gono through the same, and 
made several amendments thereto, which he was ready to 
report when the Convention should be pleased to receive 
the samo. 7 

Ordered, That the said Report be received on Tuesday 
next, ° . 

The Orders of tho Day—for the Convention to resolve 
jtself into a Committee on the stato of the Colony, and on 
the Ordinances for continuing and amending an Ordi- 
nance appointing a Committoo of Safety; for establishing 
a General Test; to amend an Ordinances, intituled An Or- 
dinanco for regulating the election of Delogatos and ascar- 
taining their allowances, and also for regulating tho clection 
of Committoa-men in tho several Countios and Corpora- 
tions within this Colony, and for other purposes therein 
mentioned ; and for astablishing a mode of making ‘Tobacco 
Payments during the discontinuance of the Inspection 
Law ;-—being read, 

Ordered, That@he same bo put off till Tuesday noxt, 
3 Mdjourned till Monday, half after ton o'clock. 


Monday, January 8, 1776, 

The President laid before the Convention a Letter from 
the Committee of Cotrespondence for the County of Din- 
apiddie, informing the Convention that Zhomas Irving’, an 

habitant of the Town of Petersburgh, was a Doputy 
master in the said ‘Town, and was then an agent for 
jmieson, who lad appeared to be inimical to this 
y,3 that they wish not to appoar offictous, or to act 
without ieper authority, but are of apinion it is impypor 
that tle sai Ldrving should continue Postmaster, by which 
moans he may have an opportunity of opening letters, and 
conveying intelligence of the most dangerous nature; and 
desiring the Convention would be pleased to give such di- 
rections as they shall think proper. 

Ordered, That the sail Letter do lie on the table. 

An, Ordinance for amending an Ordinance, intituled An 
Ordinance for providing Arms and Ammognition for the use 
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of this Colony, which bad been fairly transcribed, was read 
a third time. 
Resolved, That the said Ordinance do pass. ‘ 


Ordered, That the Treasmer do advance any sum, not 
exceeding 1 ,000/., for the immediate relief of tho poor dis- 
tressed Inhabitants of the Borough of Norfolk, who have 
been sufferers by the destiuetion of that Town; and that 
the Committee of Safety do provide, in the best manner 
they me able, for their removal to the more interior and 
more secure parts of the Colony. 

_ Tho President laid before the Convention, for their opi- 
nion, the cases of two Vessels taken by Capt, Richard Bar- 
ron in Hampton Roads, and carried up York River, 
The fist is the Brig Fanny, the property of Joseph Lewes, 
Esq., of North-Carolina, whereol John Cunningham is’ 
master; who, being examined, declares, that he sailed 
about a year ago with the said Brig from North-Carolina, 
with instructions fiom his owner to land her cargo in the 
Island of datigua, and there © elsewhere to take any 
ficights that might offer ; that, having landod his cargo ac- 
cordingly, he took a freight to Grenada, and from thence 
another to Cork in Ireland, where ho was offered a freight 
to Boston, in Government service, which he refused ; that 
he was likewise offered a freight in the same service to 
Gibraltar, which he would have accepted, but the con- 
tractor declined employing him, not caring, as he said, to 
trust an American; upon which he would haye returned 
to North-Curolina in ballast, but a _man-of-war arriving, 
ho was informed thot all American Vessels would be stop- 
ped, to evade which, he agreed to accept a fieight of pro- 
visions from Government for tho troops at Boston; that he 
sniled from Corde, the 18th of October, in company with 
seven sail of Transports, with throo regiments of Soldiers 
dostined for Quebec, us ho was told, whom ho parted with 
the night after ho sniled; that, having sprung his mast, he 
camo into tho Capos, intending to Norfolle, to get a new 
one, and then to procead to Boston, but was taken on his 
way to Noxfolk by Capt. Barron; that he shipped one 
Mr, Mogan, a native of Capel, in Ireland, who took his 
passage for Boston, to collect somo money there, and then 
to proceed to Philadelphia, as he said; that by the bills 
of lading, dockets, and intercepted loters, it appears the 
cargo of tho suid Vossel is ns followeth: on Government 
account, one thousand and fifty barrels of pork, four buns 
dred firkins of butter, four hall-barvels of tonguos, two hags- 
heads and four hampers of potatoes, and one barrel of: 
parsnips; and, on private necount, and designed ag pre- 
sents for the officers in Boston, several parcels of beef, but- 
ter, cheese, tongues, and patatoes, 

The othor Vossel is the Brig Industry, James Sampaon 
master, an inhabitant of Philudelphia, from whence he 
had gone to soa many years in the employ of Mesars, 
James and Drinker, merchants in that city; that, about 
five ycnrs ago, be sailed from thence in the said Brig, 
whereof himself, his Mate, William Simpson, and Law 
drice Cuthbert, of Pennsylvania, ave owners, and has been 
tiading in many parts, chiefly in the Alediterrancan Sen, 
till Jately, when, inclining to return, he came to the Island 
of Grenada, with intention to take a freight from theneg 
to Philadelphia; but being told a man-of-war at Newt 
casile would prevent his passage to that City, and that' tHe 
Port of Norfollc, in this Colony, was open, ho engaged tho 
following freight for Norfolic, to wit: twenty-five punch» 
eons of rum for Messrs. Kerr and Company, and ten bogs. 
heads of rum and two hogsheads of sugar for Messrs, 
Roper and Boyd ; and also Inded on bonrd sixty-five logs: 
heads of rum, three barrels of sugar, tivo casks areata ae 
wine, and five or six blankets, the manufactare of Zunis, 
which are tha property of himself and Mate. Upon con- 
sideration alisha: the Convention are of opinion, and do 
resolva, that the enrgo on bonrd the Brig Janay is laytil 
prize, and justly forfeited to ibis Colony, and that the snme 
be disposed of under the direction of the Committee of 
Safety; and that the Brig Industry and_hekGargo shall 
not be water-borne below Cumberland Town, when athe 
same now is. e" 

Me, Banister, fom the Committee to whom the Me- 
moral of Sampson and George Matthews was referred, 
roported, that the Committee jad, according to order, had 
under their consideration the said Memorial, and that it 
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appeared to them that the said Memotialists were con- 
cerned in trade, and may therefore be deoply interested in 
the disposition of the country’s money, so far as may re- 
Jate to the collection of their debts (rom peisons conceinad 
that it further appeared to them, that the Memorialists were 
extremely active in the promotion of the service, as com- 
missaiies, and that they discharged their duty therein in an 
advantageous manner to the country; that it also appeared, 
that Col, John Bowyer, at the fist maching of the forces, 
was averse to the war, and retarded the service ; but, upon 
some attacks of the Savages on Greenbrier, he consented 
to Capt, Murray’s drafting patt of his company, in order 
torepel them ; that Col, Bowyer is no otherwise concerned 
in the disposal of the publick money than as it may be in 
his power to favour his brotheis, who have lately broke up 
theiv stare, anc had many debts to collect. Aud that they 
had come tothe following Resolution thereupon 3 which he 
send jn bis place, and afierwards delivered in at the Cleik’s 
table, wheie the same was again twice read, and agreed to 
by the Convention: 

Resolved, That some person, totally disinterested in the 
commeicial way with the claimants, ought to be appoint- 
ad to pay the publick money to the persons entitled thete- 
to, 

Resolved, That the Resolution appointing John Bowyer, 
gentleman, a Commissioner to receive for and pay to the 
several claimants in the Counties of Litsylvania, Augusta, 
Botetourt, Vincastle, and Bedford, whatever may be due 
to thom fiom the publick, and not called for at the Tiea- 
sury,on account of the lute expodition against the Indians, 
be now rescinded ; and that Joseph Cabell, gentleman, be 
lect a Commissioner in hig stead, for tho purposes 
aforesnid, and that ho enter into bond, with guflicient 
seenrity, for the due performance thereof; that be return 
an account to the Treasuter within six months from the 
time of receiving the money, and that he be allowed the 
sum of one hundred and fifty Pounds for his trouble and 
expenses in discharging the said (ust. 


Adjourned ull to-monow, hulfafter ton o’clock. 


Tuosday, Jnnunry 9, 1776, 

My, Neavill, from the Committee to whom the Petition 
of Robert Carr was referred, reported, that tha Committee 
had, according to order, had the same under their consi- 
deration ; and that it appeared to them, from the testimony 
of Mr. James Wood, that the Potitioner acted as ensign 
in his Company, without a commission, from the 12th of 
October (ill the 12th day of November following, by the ex- 

ress direction of Lord Dunmore, the two Lioutenants 
elonging to the Company being rendered incapable of 
duty by sickness 3 and that it nlso appeared, that the Pe- 
titloner’ had received pay as a private soldier only, during 
the tinte aforesaid. And tlint thoy had come to the follow- 
Jng4Rosolution thereupon ; which ho rend in bis place, and 
forwards delivered in at the Clerk’s tablo, where the 
te was again twice read, and agreed to: 
solved, That the said Petition is reasonable, and that 
the$Petitioner ought to be allowed the sum of 67. 15s. Od., 
bein tho difforence of pay between that of an ensign and 
ommon soldier. 

Ordered, That the Account of the money expended at 
thawlate Treaty with the Indians be referred to Mr. Car- 
singion, Mr. Cabell, My. Cary, Mr. eming, Mr. Thomas 
Mann Randolph, and My. Watkins; who ave to examine 
ithe said Accounts, and report the same, together with their 
‘Opinion thereupon, to the Convention, 

w Ordered, That leave be given to bring in an Ordinance 
‘fovvegtablishing a certain mode of Punishment for the ene- 
America; and that Mr. Bracton, Mr. Banister, 

‘yy Mi. Dandridge, Mv. Mercer, Mv. Jones, Mr. 
‘Sail, Mis Thruston, Mr. Walter Jones,and Mr, Kenner, 
‘do Pea ing in the same. 


1D, 
» & Po Q Richard Hopper, master of the Ship 
Rockiigham, in behalf of, Christopher Scott, and Cony 
paty, merchants in Hull, was presented to tha Convention, 
#aind read 3 setting forth, that Ange was prevented from pro- 
ig to Gréat Britain wittthis of Naval Stores, 
ar of this Conventign,.and same is of a perish- 
(ares he humbly plays shalthis Convention will 
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take the same for tho uso of the publick, and grant him 
such relief as his case shui] be found to deserve, 

Ordered, That the snid Petition bo referrdd to Mr 
Banister, Mr. Wills, Mv. Parker, My, David Mason, My. 
Gee, Mr. Faulcon, and Mr. €oeke ; and they ate to report 
tho same, together with their opinion thereupon, to the 
Convention, 

Mr. Cary, from the Committee of the whole Conyen- 
tion, reported, according to order, the several Amendments 
to the Ordinance for raising an additional number of Forces 
for the defence and protection of this Colony, and for 
amending an Ordinance, entitled An Ordinance for raising 
and embodying a sufficient Foice for the defence and pro- 
tection of this Colony; which he read in his place, and 
afterwards delivered in at the Clerk’s tble, where the same 
wore again twice tend, 

Ordered, That tho consideration of the said Amend- 
meats be put off Hill to-morrow, , : 

Tho Orders of the Day—for the Cdivention to 1esalve 
Itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, and on 
the Ordinance for continuing and amending an Ordinance 
appointing a Committee of Safety; for catablishing a Ge- 
neral Test; to amend an Ordinance, intituled An Ordi- 
nance for regulating the election of Delegates and ascer- 
(nining their allowances, and also for regulating the election 
of Committec-men in tho several Counties and Corpora 
tions within this Colony, and for other purposes therein 
mentioned; for establishing a mode of making Tobacco 
Payments during the discontinuance of sho Inspection Lunw 3 
being road, 

Ordered, ‘That tho samo be pat off till to-morrow. 


Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 


Wodnorday, Tanunry 10, 1776, 

A Potition of Joseph Bowman was presented to the Con- 
vention and read; setting forth that he commanded a Com- 
pany of Militin under Liord Dunmore in tho Inte expadi- 
tion against tha Jadians, and furnished a number of his 
mon with necessaries, to the amount of 442, 18s, Bd. three 
farthings, who afterwards deserted, by which means be fost 
the sum of 217, 19s. 3d, three faithings, and praying the 
sane may be repaid him. 

Ordered, That tho snid Petition be referred to Mi 
Muhlenburg, My. Clarke; Mr. Thruston, My. Laryie, and 
Mr, Rootes; and they aro to yeport the samo, together 
with thew opiniof thereupon, to the Convention, 

The President laid before the Convention several Let- 
ters from the Dolegatos appointed to represent this Colony 
in Gonoral Congress, and also a Letter from Col. Lowe ; 
which wore read; and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Convontion took into considerntion thé ‘arent 
ments 1oported to the Ordinance for raising an ndditional 
numbar of Forces for the defenco and protection of this 
Colony, and for amending an Ordinance, entitled An Ordi- 
nance for raising and ombodying 0 sufficient Force for tho 
defence and protection of this Colony; and having gone 
through the same, and agteed thereto, the said Ordinanag, 
together with the amendments, were ordered to be fairly 
transcribed, and read a third time. ° 

The President laid before the Convention a Letter from 
the Council of Safety for the Province of North- Carolina, 
informing the Convention that they had sent oiders to Col. 
Tfowe, commander of the Tioops at Norfolle, to remain 
in this Colony with the Carolina Tyoops, as long fis the 
publick service might 1equire, or until it should be absd- 
lutely necessary to recall him for the defence of their Pro- 
vince, and had directed him to receive all his orders ra- 
specting bis operations, wile in this Colony, from the 
Convention or Committes of Safety. 

Ordered, That the President be desired to write to the 
Couheil of Safety of North- Carolina, acknowledging the 
receipt of their vory polite Letter, and thanking them for 
the assistance afforded this Colony against the enemies of 
America. ; ape 

The Orders of the Day—for the Convention to ngpoly 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, and: on 
the Ordinances for continuing and amending ay rdipance 
appointing a Committee of Safety; for establishing a Gone- 
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yal Test; to amend an Ordinance, intituled An Ordinance 
for regulating the election of Delogates, and ascertaining 
their allowances, and also for regulating the election of 
Committee-men in the seveial Counties and Corporations 
within this Colony, and for®other puiposes therein men- 
tioned; and for establishing a modo of making Tobacco 
Payments during the discontinuance of the Inspection 
Law 3—being read, 

Ordered, That the same be put off till to-morrow, 

Ordered, That the Committee of Safety do dispose of 
the Provisions and other things laid in for the use of the 
several Battalions of Minute-men, which may not be ne- 
cessary, for the use of the publick. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety be directed to 
write to the Delegates from this Colony, in answer to their 
last Letter, enclosing several Resolutions of Congress, to 
inform them that this Convention, having matuely consi- 
dered the state of Virginia, its peculiar and exposed si- 
tuation, as well to domestick os foreizn cnemies, are of 
opinion that the Colony cannot remain in any tolerable 
degrce of security without nine Battalions of regular Jo: ces 
at least; that they havo resolved to augment our two Regi- 
ments to the Continental establishment, and to :aisc seven 
new Regiments, six for the further defence of the Western, 
and one for the protection of the two Counties on the 
Eastern-Shore; that, besides these Regiments, they find 
it necessary to continuo the former establishment of Min- 
ute Battalions, and to arrango tho Militia throughout the 
Colony in the most effectual manner for its defonce, which 
must greatly increase our publick expenses; that this Con- 
yention had hoped the Congress would havo supposed 
them competent judges of the number of Forces necessary 
to the seaurity of this Colony, and, considering the large 

Proportion of the Continental expenses which it is expect- 
ed our inhabitants aro to pay, that they would, without 
hesitation, have taken al! the rogular Forces found necos- 
sary for their defence into Continental pay ; that the Dele~ 
gates he desired to submit this matter to the revision and 
further consideration of the Congrass, who, it is hoped, 
will be of opinion that it is reasonable the Continent in 
general should bear at least an equal share of the exponses 
of our present two Regiments, consisting of one thousand 
and twenty Privates, with their proper Officers, from the 
time of their entering into the service, which we think it 
equitable and Nod to fix about thé first of November, allow- 
ing for the difference of tima when the several Companies 
were completed ; that, Should tho Congress adhere to their 
resolution of taking into Continental pay no more than six 
Batialions, it bo carnostly recommended to them (o suffer 
our two present Regiments (to be completed as before men- 
tioned) to stand first in tho arrangement, since otherwise 
the Officers first appointed by this Convention, most of 
whom have already gone through a laborious and painful 
service, will be degraded in the ranks, and thore is too 
much ieagon to approhend that great confusion will ensue. 

A. Petition of John Goodrich, was presented to the 
Gonyention, and read; praying, among other things, that 
the Committes of Safety might bo directed to pay him the 
balance of his Account aguinst the publick. 
~ Ordered, Thatthe said Petition be referred to the Com- 
mipaappomted to inquire into the conduct of the said John 

oodrich, relative to the importation of Gunpowder, and 
other articles forehe use of the Colony, 

Resolved, That the Cargo of the Brig Fanay, lately 
taken by Captain Baron, and cartied to Cumberland, be 
disposed of, as the Committee of Safety shall direct, for 

jhe'use of this Colony ; the said Committee being directed 
Oy Md to Captain Barron one-tenth of the value of the 

“said’Cargo, another tenth to the mate and sailors, allow- 

nies pes to the mate. * 

. HHE*OShvention then tools into consideration the, Re- 

polt ott ‘Commissioners appointed to examine, state, 
and sétilesthéeliims against the Indians, and the Resolu- 
ee thetetfpon, whieh was agreed to by the Conven- 


Adjourned till to-nigiréw, half after ten o'clock. 

§ eae 
* + Mhuraday, January 11, 1776. 
An Ordinance for raising an additional number of Forces 
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for the defence and protection of this Colony, and for 
amending an Ordinance, entitled An Ordinance for tais- 
ing and embodying a sufficient Force for the defence andi 
Protection of this Colony, which had been fairly transcribed, 
was read a third time, 

Resolved, That tho said Ordinance do pass; and that 
tho tile be, An Ordinance for raising an additional num- 
her of Forces for the defence of this Colony, and for other 
purposes therein mentioned,” 

Mr. Digges, from the Committee to whom the Petition 
of sundry Inhabitants of the County of Caroline was re- 
ferred, reported, that the Committee had, according to 
order, had under their consideration the said Petition, and 
that it appeared that the Committee of the said County 
did not, previous to their election in November last, ap- 
point any peisons to supeiintend the said election, in order 
to determine the right of any peison to vote who should 
offer a list, although the Chairman, and several of the 
members, were present at the said election. And that they 
had come to the following Resolution thereupon ; which he 
read in his place, and alterwatds delivered in at the Clerk’s 
table, where the same was again twice read, and agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That the election of Committee-men for the 
said County of Caroline, was illegal, and that a new Com- 
mittee be chosen for the said County. 


The Convention then proceedad, by ballot, to the ap- 
pointment of a Colonel to the Thiid Regiment; and the’ 
members having propared tickets, with tho name of the 

ergon to be appointed, and put the same into the ballot 

ox, Mr, Digges, Mr. Carrington, My. John Walker, and 
Mr, Dandridge, were appointed a Committee to examine 
the samo, and report on whom tho majority fell; and it 
appearing, from thoir Report, that there was a majority of 
tho whole Convention in favour of Hugh Mercer, Esq., 

Resolved, therefore, Vat the said Hugh Mercer be ap- 
pointed Colonel to the Third Regiment. 

Tho Orders of the Day—for the Convention to resolve 
itself into 2 Committee on the state of the Colony, and on 
the Ordinances for continuing and amending an Ordinance 
appointing a Commitice of Safety ; for establishing a Ge- 
neral Tost; to amend an Osdinance, entitled An Ordi- 
nanco for regulating the election of Delegates, and ascor- 
taining thoir allowances, and also for regulating the clection 
of Commitice-men in the several Counties anid Corpora. 
tions within this Colony, and for other purposes therein, 
mentioned; and for establishing a mode of making ‘Tos 
bacco Payments during the discontinuance of the Jnspeo~ 
tion Law ;—being real 

Ordered, That the same be put off till to-morrow. —« 

Tho Convention took into consideration that part of the 
Report made on Friday last, from the Committee to whom. 
it was refered to inquire whether the Salt, or other Goods 
Intely talcen at Lampton, ware imported agreeably touthe 
terms of the Continental Association, which related to the 
Brig Carlet, and Goods imported in hor, and came to tho 
following Resolution thereupon: 

Resolved, That the said Brig Carlett be delivered to, 
the owners, and that the Goods imported in her be sold fo 
the use of this Colony, and the money paid into the hands. 
of the Treasurer. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer do pay to Mr. Sampson 
Matthews tho Account of the Augusta and Botetourt 
Brigade, he entering into bond, with sufficient seourity, for 


paying the same to the persons entitled thereto. 34. Da 
Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'loait PMR 
‘ 
— ‘ 


Friday, Jonuary 12, 1776, 


a 

The President informed the Convention, that thes Ca 
mites. of Suloty had inquired into the property o 

Brig Fanny, ane that it appeared to them, from the Re 

ter of the said Vessel, tint she belonged to Joseph He 
Esq., of North Carolina ; that, from Anatructionbyad 
Gunningham, Master of the said Vessel, he,wasol 
to proceed in the said Brig to Antigua, to unloadyhi 
and then take freight to any, part of Europe, to + 
a load of Salt, as should be thought best 
and Samuel Brown, terchants siyhosegtlirg 
follow; that the said”Cunni 


th 
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parties, by whieh it appeared he took a freight from Anti- 
gue and GSenada to heland, and another from thence, in 
Government service, to Boston; that the said Joseph Tlewes, 
Esq, was a member of the Genel Congress, and a known 
friend to America, and wholly a stranger to the ill conduct 
of the Captain in taking tho injurious hoight from Cork to 
Boston; and prayed the opinion of the Convention rela- 
tive to the said Vessel and her Freight. Whereupon 
ihe Convention came to the following Resolution : 

Resolved, That the said Brig Manny be delivered to the 
Proprietor, on payment of the mariners’ wages, 

Mr. Carrington, from the Committee to whom the Ac- 
sount of the money expended at the late Indian Treaty, 
was referred, 1epoited, that the Committee had examined 
the same, and found the said Accounts to be fairly and truly 
stated, and supported by proper vouchers, and that the sam 
of 44/, 14s. Sd. is now duo to tha Conmissioneis, 

Resolved, That this Convention doth agrea with the 
Commitiee in the said Report, 

A Petition of Evan Hilliams, was presented to the Con- 
yention, and read ; setting forth that he served as Cleik to 
the Commissioners appointed to examine, stato, and sottle 
tho expensos of tho late Indian expedition, and that they 
allowed him the sum of 100J, for bis services, which be 
considered as a sufticient compensation at the time the 
same was made; but, as he was obliged afterwards to 
aangcribe the whole of the said proceedings, he hopes this 
Convention will think it just to male him some farther 
allowance, 

Ordered, That tho said Petition be referred to Mr. Pey- 
ion, Mr. Richard Lee, Mr. Tlenry Lee, Mv. Clapham, Mr, 
Cary, Mr. Blackburn, My. Filliam Cabell, and Mr, [le~ 
ming’, and thoy ave to report the same, together with their 
opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

The Revorend Mr, Muhlenburg, fiom the Committee to 
whom the Petition of Josoph Bowman was referred, report- 
od, that the Commitice had had the same under their con- 
sideration, and had come to the following Resolution thera- 
upon; which he rend in his place, and afterwards deliverced 
in at the Clerk’s table, whore to samo was again tvico 
yead and ngreed tos 

Ordered, That the snid Petition be referred to tha Com- 
missioners to be appointed to revise the settlemont of the 
Accounts of the late Indian expedition; and if it should 
appear to them the articles furnished the soldiery wero 
nocessary for fitting them for servico, the said Petition is 
reasonable, 

A Petition of James Thimble was prasented to the Con- 
vontion and rend ; sotting foith, that ho cured Captain /Pé2- 
diam Lin, who was wounded in tha ate expedition ; and 
that he served as Surgeon’s Mato to Dv. Charles Wheeler, 
in the said expedition, from the 80th of Sepéomber (ill the 
ROth of November; and praying that bo may have some 
alléwanco made him for the suid services, 

+1". Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mv. Pay 

“toit, Mr. Richard Lee, Mr. Henry Lee, Me, Clapham, Mr. 
Cary, Mr, William Cabell, and My, Fleming, and they ave 
to Yopoit the same, together with their opinion thereupon, 
‘0 the Convention. 


‘The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the ap- 
pointment of, a Colongl to tha Foujth Regiment; and the 
mdinbers haying prepared tickets, with the name of the 

ion to be appointed, and put the samo into the ballot- 
ox, Mr. Digges, Mr. Carrington, Mri John Walfeer, 
and Mr. Dandridge, were appointed a Committee to ex- 
amine the same, and report on whom the majority fell ; and 
it appearing, from their report, that there was a majority 
ofthe whole Convention in fayour of Adam Stephen, 
Hea 

; ther ore, That tho said Adam Stephen be 

appolnte Coleone to the Fourth Regiment. 

The Convention.proconded, in the same mamer, to the 
appointing OOM Colonel to the Fifth Regiment; and it 
Appearing, froin the repoit of the Commitige, that there 
was a majority of the whole Convention in favour of Mil- 

Ban Peachey, Esq. F 
: solved, therefore, That the said William Peachey bo 
ed Colonel to the Fifth R nts 


nvention proceeded, in the seine manner, to the 
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appointment of a Colonel to the Sixth Regiment; and it 
appenring, from the report of the Committee, that there 
was a majority of the whole Convention in favour of Mor. 
decat Buckner, Msq., 

Resolved, therefore, Vhat*the said Mordecat Buckner 
be appointed Colonel to the Sixth Regiment. 

The Convontion then proceeded, by ballot, to the ap~ 
pointment of a Colonel to tho Seventh Regiment; and it 
appearing, from the report of the Committee, that the 
meatest number on tho ballot was in favour of Hilliam 
Peels Ksq.} on the question being put, 

Resolved, That the snid William Dangerfield be ap- 
pointed Colonel to tho Sevonth Regiment, 

Resolved, That Peter Muhlenburg, Esq., bo appointed 
Colonel, Abraham Bowman, Vsq., Lieutenant-Colonel, 
and Peter Uclphinstone, Fsy., Major, to tho Kighth or 
German Regiment. 

Tho Convention then proceedod, by ballot, to the ap 
pointment of a Colonel to the Ninth Regiment; and it 
appearing, fiom the report of the Committes, that thare 
was a majority of the wholo Couvention in favour of Lho- 
mas Fleming, Vsq., 

Resolved, therefore, That tho said Thomas Meming be 
appointed Colonel to the Ninth Regiment. 

The Conyention thon procecdod, by ballot, to the ap- 
pointment of a Lieutenaut-Colonal to tho ‘Lhird Regiment; 
and it appearing, from the report of the Committes, that 
tho greatest number on tho ballot was in favour of George 
Weedon, Msq.3 on the question being pity 

Resolved, ‘Nhat tho said Cearge Meedon bo appointed 
Licntenant-Colonel to tho Third Regiment. 

Tho Convention then procecdad, by ballat, to the ap- 
pointinent of a Lieutenant-Colonel to the Mouth Rogi- 
ment; and it appeming, ftom the report of the Cominitiea,« 
that thero was a majority of tho whole Convention in 
favour of Isaae Reade, Msy,, 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Isaac Reade be ap- 
pointed Liontenant-Colonel to the Fourth Rogiment. 

Tho Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the ap+ 
pointmont of a Licutenant-Colonal to the Fifth Rogiment; 
and it appearing, fram tho report of tho Commitieo, that 
the greatest number on tho ballot wag in favour of Hidliam 
Crawford, Esquire; but there not boing a majority of the 
wholo Convention, on tif question being put, 

Resolved, ‘That the suid William Crawford be appoint 
ed Ljoutenant-Colonel to tho Fifte Regiment. 

The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the ap- 
pointment of n Lieutonant-Colonol to the Sixth Regiment; 
and it appearing, ftom tho report of the Commitiea, that 
there was a majority of the whole Convention in favour of 
Thomas ‘Eiltiott, Esq., ‘ ey $. flee obey 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Thomas Bholtbe 
appointed Colonal to the Sixth Rogiment, 

The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the ap- 
pointment of a Lieutenant-Colonel to tho, Seventh Rogt- 
ment; and it appearing, fiam the report of the Committee, 
that there was a majority of the whole Convention in 
favour of Alecander Mi Clanahan, Kesq., 

Resolved, therefore, That tho said Alewandor M* Clana- 
han be appointed Licutenant-Colonel to the Seyenth Re- 
gimont, ae 

Resolved, That George Matthews, Esq., be appoitited 
Lieutenant-Colonel to the Ninth Regiment. ww 

The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to (eat 
pointment of a Major to the Third Regiment; and it‘ip- 
peaging, from the ieport of the Committee, that thors Wis 
a majoity of the whole Convention in favour of Lhomds 
Marshall, Esq., ” 

Resolved, bean That the said Thomas Marshall he 
apppinted Major to the Third Regiment, 

Resolved, That Robert Lawson, Esquire, ho appointed 
Major (o the Fourth Regiment, 


The Convention thén proceeded, by ballot, to the 
pointment of a Major to the Fifth Regiment; andi 
pearing, from the report of the Committee, that th 
est number on the ballot was in favour of Jostak Barker, 
Esq. ; but there not being a majority of thewhole Conven+ 
tion, on the question being put, s** 7 St exile 
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Resolved, That the said Josiah Parker be appointed 
Major to the Fifth Regiment. 

The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the ap 
pointment of a Major to the Sixth Regiment; and it ap- 
pearing, fiom the repoit of the Committee, that the gieat- 
est number on the ballot was in favour of James Hendricks, 
Esq.; but there not being a majority of the whole Conyen- 
tion, on the question being put, . : 

Resolved, That the said James Eendricles bo appointed 
Major to the Sixth Regiment. 

The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the ap- 
pointment of a Major to the Seventh Regiment; and it 
appearing, from the report of the Committeo, that there 
was 2 majority of the whole Convention in favour of /Pil- 
liam Nelson, Esq., . be 

Resolved, therefore, That the said William Nelson be 
appointed Major to the Sevonth Regiment. 

Resolved, That Matthew Donavon, Esq., bo appointed 
Major to the Ninth Regiment. 

The Orders of the Day-—for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, and 
on the Ordinances for eoatlauing and amending an Ordi- 

*nance appointing a Committee of Safety ; for establishing 
a General Test; to amend un Ordinance, entitled An Or. 
dinance for regulating the election of Delegates, and ascor- 
taining their allowances, and also for regulating the election 
of Committeo-men in the several Counties ant Corpora- 
tions within this Colony, and for other purposes therein 
mentioned; atid for establishing a made of making ‘Vobac- 
co Payments during tho discontinuance of the Inspection 
Law j~being read, 

Ordered, That tho same bo put off till to-morrow. 


Adjourned tll to-morrow, half after ten o'clock, 


Saturday, Jannary 13, 1776, 


A Petition of sundry Inhabitants of the Counties of Nor- 
folle and Princess Anne was presented to the Convention 
and read ; setting forth, that from the commencement of tho 
present unhappy disputos between tho British Parliament 
and tho Colonies, they have been uniformly activo in pro- 
moting the moasuros recommended by the General Con- 
gress and Convention, for tho preservation and defence of 
their rights and liberties; that, in consequonco of this con- 
duct, many of them had been reduced to the erucl neces- 
sity of abandoning their aged parents, then wives and 
children, and leaving them to tha morey of a lawloss, plun- 
dering soldiory, and the more savage slaves that their 
plantations had been ravaged, their wives and ebildron 
stripped almost to nakedness, their very bed-chambers in- 
vaded at the silont hour of midnight by rufians with drawn 
daggors ; their houses not only robbed of plate, money, and 
every thing valuable, but wantonly reducod by fire to ashes; 
their persons treated with ovory indignity that elated inso- 
lence and cruelty could suggest} some of thelr fiends 
dragged into confinement, and now languishing under the 
hands of oppression; that thoy lamonted tho tardy and 
equivocal conduct of some of their luke-warm ficnds, by 
which Lord Diunore had been encouraged to begin these 
depredations, which, with some concealod as well as open 
jaddiiyowed enemf&s, be continued to commit so long with 
‘tothaitityes thats whilst omr troops keep possossion of Nor- 
folie, they enjoy a stato of safety, but the possibility af 
their being dislodged presents a dreadful prospect of tho 
renewal or the exercise of greater cruclties; that they can 
but endeavour to guard against such calamities in future ; 
bat they apprehend the friends to their country are much 
filerior to its enemies, among {he leaders of the people in 
ayo Counties; that they have evary thing lo fear trom 
who liave thereby heen induced to bear arms against 

uptry, should they httve it in their power; that 
F-theit friends have been obligad to abandon their 
homety wig has put it out of their power to bear testi- 
mony"Ahitigt thany who bad been apprehended and justly 
deserved pinishinent; and praying that a strict inquiry 
might be madesintothe conduct ofthose who had appoared 
inimical to this ‘Country; and that they might bo removed 
to some distant pait ofthe Colony, or so disposed of as to 
“prevent their doing forttier mischief, and earnestly tecom- 
nigiiding that the-slaves whorhad borne arms should be 
‘Wansportedsto the West-India Islands. 3% * 
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: Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Safety, 


Ordered, That no member absent himself from (ho ser- 
vice of this Convention without leave. 

Ordered, That the Brig Corlet be detained until the 
mariners’ wages are paid; and, on icfusal of the Captain 
to pay the same, that the Committee for the County of 
Elizabeth City be empowered and directed to make sala 
of so much of the sails and appael of the said Brig as 
will satisfy the same. 

Ordered, That Major Spotswood have leave to be ab- 
sent from the service for such time as shall be agreed on 
between Col, Lowe and himself. 

Ordered, That Mv, Zaylor and Mr. Banister have leave 
to be absent from the service of this Convention, for the 
remainder of this session. 


Resolved, That the Treasurer of this Colony pay to 
Capt. Samuel Al Dowell the sum of eight hundred Pounds, 
to be by him applied to the payment of the Wages of the 
Company that served under him in the late expedition 
against the Indians, and also a Ranging Company ; on his 
giving bond, with suflicient security, for the due and faithful 
application of it to the purpose aforesaid, and rendering a 
just account thereol to Joseph Cabell, Esq., when required. 

The Orders of the Day—for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, and an 
the Ordinance for continuing and amending an Ordinance 
appointing a Committee of Safety ; for establishing a Gen- 
eral Test; to amend an Ordinance, intituled An Ordinanae 
for regulating the election of Delegates and ascertaining 
their allowances, and also for regulating tho olection of 
Gounnittee-men in the several Counties and Corporations 
within this Colony, and for other purposes thercin man- 
tioned ; and for establishing a mode of making ‘Tobacco 
Paymonts during the discontinuance of the Inspection 
Law ;—hoing tend, 

Ordered, ‘Chat the same be put off’ till to-morrow. 

Mr. Mercer, fiom the Committee to whom the represen- 
tation of the Committes of the County of Isle-of- Wight 
was roferred, reported, that they had inquired into the con- 
duct of the said John Goodrich thorein named, and that it 
appeared to thom that the said Join Goodrich had drawn 
on him, and two of his sons, tho resontment of Lord Dure- 
more, by assisting the country in the impottation of Gun- 
powder, who caused them to be seized and confined; bys, 
upon their engaging to be no furthor concerned in that. hye 
siness, the snid Join Goodrich, and his son John, on the 
parole of the fornter to appear on board Lord Dunmore’s 
ship every tenth day, or oftener, if required, the said Joka 
Goodrich has since resided at his plantation in Nan- 
semond, and has been on board his Lordship’s ship four 
timos, agreeably to his engagement, passing in his yessol 
unmolested by any of the Navy ; that the said John G'ood- 
rich acknowledged he intended (o move somo Corn fiom his 
plantation, in the County of Isle-of- Hight, to his planta- 
tion in Nansemond ; but says, tho quantity was but a few 
barrels, which his family was in want of, and that he had 
no convenienoy of carrying it but by water. And that the 
had come to the following Resolution thereupon ; which ie 
read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the Cletk’s 
table, where the same was again twice 1ead, and agreed to. 

Resolved, That the said Joseph Goodrich hath been ac- 
tive in favour of this Colony, and hath suffered consider- 
ably on that account; that nothing in his conduct a, pears 
to be inimical to the common cause ; but that na Gi i 
other article of provision, should be water-borne" i 
neighbourhood of the enemy, 

The President laid before the Convention a Letter fro, 
Col. Henry, of the First Regiment; which was read, att 
ordered to lie on the table. _ 

Mr. Mercer, from the Committee appointed to ingti 
into the conduct of John Goodrich, Wiliam Gi sri 
John Goodrich, Jun., relating to the importation of Po’ 
and other articles for the use of this Colony, spa 
the Committee had accordingly inquired into. the's 
that it appeared to them that the Linens impo 
Colony, on board the Schooner Fanny; % 
account of the said John Goodrich We 
and Bartlet Goodrich ; thatai fait 
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information of the said John Goodrich, Jun., and an invoice 
of the said Cargo produced by him, that the said Bartle, 
when at Antigua, about the first of October last, purchased 
Briash Goods, consisting of checks, cottons, ginghams, 
striped holland, jeans, Scotch thread, printed linens, Irish 
Ninens, white lead, and linseed oil, to the amount of 2917. 
16s. 10d. Sterling, imported thera from Liverpool by a 
return Ship from Guinea, of which the said Bartlet was 
fully apprized ; that the said Bartlet caniied them to St. 
Bustatia, hod them reviewed and packed in1um punchcons, 
and sent into Potomack River, in this Colony, addressed 
to John Goodrich and Company, where the said John Good- 
rich, Jun.,took them into his possession, and offered them 
for sale, knowing them to be of British manufacture ; that 
there further appeared to be several orasures in the invoice 
of the said Goods, intended to conceal the place from whence 
they were oliginally imported, particularly the words Liver- 
pool and Antigua, which are yet legible—the latter having 
been altered, and St, EBustatia inserted ; the words Scotch 
and Jrish erased, and the word Dutch inseited ; that the said 
John Goodrich alledged, to justify this importation, that 
his brother, Barilet, being anxious to supply bis brother, 
William Goodrich, with Powder, for the use of this Colony, 
and meeting with about fifteen hundred weight on board the 
Liverpool Ship, offered to purchase it, bul the Captain re- 
fused to sell it, unless he would take the aforesaid British 
Goads, which the said Bartle thought it better to purchase, 
than to lose so much Powder, for the use of this Colony ; 
that, ftom the testimony of Connoway, Master of the said 
Vossel, it appeais he received the Goods aforosaid, together 
with the Powder, on board his Vessel, whan at St. Zus- 
tutia, and dolivered the Powder to William Goodrich, and 
was then informed, by the said Bartlet Goodrich, that he 
was obliged to purchase the said Goods, or go without the 
Powder, which cost three Shillings, and two Shillings and 
nine Pence per pound, at Antigua ; that it further appear- 
ed that tho aforenamed John Goodrich was employed, in 
the month of Judy last, ip parcle and import Powder for 
the use of this Colony, and for that purpose was entrusted 
with bills of exchange to the amount of five thousand 
Pounds Sterling; that he sent his son Mlliam to the West- 
Tndies for the same, and imported into North-Carolina, 
some time in the month of October last, about four thou- 
sand weight; which being discovered by Lord Dunmore, 
he caused the said William to be seized and detained in 
enstody till some time in December Jast, when it appeared 
that, being greatly intimidated, he was prevailed on by 
Loid Dunmore to make a discovery of the whole transac- 
tion, and the agent who assisted him in the /Ves¢-Indies in 
this business ; whereupon Lord Dunmore sent an armed 
Vessel, with the said AVilliam Goodrich as n witness, to 
demand the valuo of the Powder imported, and the monoy 
yemnining in tho said agont’s hands; that it further appeared 
tho said William Goodrich is htely retuned to Norfolk, 
and was discharged by Lord Dunmore ; but, upon his hear 
ing that the said Mi/liam intonded to Williamsburgh, he was 
again seized ; and is still datained in custody ; that they 
efnnot abtain any certain information of what passed be- 
tween him and the Agents in the F/est-Indies, but are in- 
formed by the said John Goodrich, and John Goodrich, 
Jun, that the said William had brought neither Powder 
nor money; that the said Widliam Goodrich, by an account 
lodged in the Treasury office, upon oath, hath charged four 
Shillings and six Pence, Vest-India currency, for the Pow- 
der purchased at St. Bustatia ; that the said John Good- 
rich, Jun,, accounted for this by saying that Bardlet Good- 
rich purchased the said Powder for his own use, and after- 
wards sold it to William Goodrich, at four Shillings and 
six Pence per pound, And had come to the following 
Resolution thereupon ; which he read in his place, and 
afterwards delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the 
same was ma twice read, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the said Bartlet Goodrich, and John 
Goodrich, Jun., have manifestly violated the first article of 
the Continental Association, in the importation of the snid 
British Goods, and that the same ought to be forfeited to 
the ase of this Colony, 

Ordered, That the foregoing Report and Resolution be 
published in the Virginia Gazette, and that all persons be 
farned to have no further, dealings with the said Bartlet 
apd goku Goodrich, Jun. 
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The Convention baing informed that Col, Robert Howe 
had arrived in this City, from Norfolle, requested his at- 
tendance. 

Col. Lowe accordingly was intraduced into the Conven- 
tion, and examined, concernihg the present situation of 
Norfolle, and the neighbourhood thereof, and then rotired. 


The President laid before the Convention a Letter from 
Col. Hoodford, enclosing tho proceedings of a Council of 
Field Officers, held at Norfolk ; which were read, and or- 
dered to be referred to the Committee on the state of the 
Colony. 

Adjourned till Monday, half after ten o’clock. 

Monday, January 15, 1776, 

My. Peyton, from the Committee to whom the Petition 
of Evan Williams was referred, reported, that they had, ac- 
cording to oder, had the same under their consideration, 
and had come to the following Resolution thereupon; which 
he read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the 
Clerk’s table, where the same was again twice read, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Petition of the said van TVilliams » 
is reasonable, and that the further sum of fifty Pounds ought 
to be allowed and paid to him by the publick. 


The President Inid before the Convention Letters from 
the Delegutes appointed to represent this Colony in Gen- 
eval Congress; which were read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the Day, 
resolved itself into a Committec on the state of the Colony; 
and after some time spent therein, Mr. Prasident resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the Committee had, 
according to order, had the same under their consideration, 
and had come to the following Resolution thereupon ; which > 
ho read in his placo, and afterwards dolivered in at the Clerk’s 
table, where the same was again twice read, and agreed to. 

Resolved, That it bo recommended to such of the In- 
habitants of the counties of Norfolle and Princess Anne os 
may be exposed to the attacks of the enemy, to remove 
themselves and their effects, and that tho poorer sort be as- 
sisted in their removal by the publick. 

Ordered, That Mr, Nelson and Mr. Acrill havo lonve 
of absence from the servico of this Convention, for the re- 
mainder of the session, * 

The Ordors of the Day—for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the Ordinances for continuing 
and amending an Ordinance appointing a Committee of 
Safoty ; for establishing a General Vest} to amend an Or- 
dinance, intitulod An Ordinance for rogulating the election 
of Delegates and ascertaining their allowances, and also for 
rogulating the election of Committee-men in the several 
Counties and Corporations within this Colony, and for 
other purposes therein mentioned; and for establishing a 
inode of making Tobacco Payments during the discontinu- 
anco of the Inspection Law ;—~being read, 

Ordered, That the same be put off till to-morrow, 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow again 
rosolve itself into a Committee on tho state of the Colony, 

Mr. Cary, from the Committee to whom it was referred 
to inquire into the several cases of the Prisoners in the City of 
Willtamsburgh, reported, that the Committee had had the 
same under their consideration; and that it appeared to 
them, that Alexander Gordon hath borne arms against this 
Colony, and had been active in favour of Lord Dunmore ; 
that Joshua Mhitehurst had also been active, and endea- 
voured to raise men for Lord Dunmore; that Doctor 
Thémas Hall had been heard to say, that he would only 
act as a private militia-man, which he supposed Lord Dun- 
more’s party could make hith do; that he was an ensign in 
one of his new raised Regiments; that he had, by Lord 
Dutmore’s order, soarshed some places for persons sup- 
oer to have intended to burn the Town of Norfolle; that 
he afterwards offered to resign his commission, and, at the 
desire of Mr, Fleming, attended the wounded i¢gulars for 
several days. ‘That Mordecai Robinson, James Hamiltott, 
John Crammond, Joseph Garrett, Zachariah COhristic, 
James Cunningham, Francis Powell, Samuel Blews, 
James Carmichael, Andrew Stephenson, ant William 
Barker, have borne arms under the officers of Lord Dun- 
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more, and were in tho battle at the Great Bridge. That 
John Corlets was taken ina Tender of Lord Dunmore’s, 
of which he was commander; that ho had been for some 
time with Lord Dunmore, and that he had, at some time, 
signified his intention of quitting the service, into which he 
said he was impressed by Lord Dunmore’s people. That 
Levin Townshend, Levi Townshend, Llias ‘Townshend, 
Zedick Townshend, Isaac Costem, Benjamin Selby, fran- 
cis Brett, Wilkam Dickinson, and Cornelius Adams, had 
gone to Norfolk to purchaso Salt, and were there taken by 
a party of Lord Dunmore’s and forced to march with his 
troops to the Great Bridge; that they were afterwards 
sent out in a Tender to the Lustern- Shore, and being 
driven on shore, near LZampton, were taken; that it ap- 
peared the said Levin was cosirous of malcing his escape fiom 
the service. That Jesse Clarkson, Arthur Ward, Charles 
Hanley, John Quick, and Ilenry Turner, acted as militia- 
men in the batile at Kemp’s Landing against Lord Dun- 
more, after which thoy were forced into his service by Col, 
Elligood, and bore arms at the Great Bridge. That 
Bugh Granville, Samuel Yateman, Robert Slater, Wil- 
liam Jameson, Joseph Cobden, and John Norman, are 
snilors belonging to the Ships at Norfolk, 

Resolved, That the said Alexander Gordon, Joshua 
Whitehiurst, Thomas Tall, Mordecai Robinson, James 
Hamilton, John Crammond, Joseph Garrett, Zachariah 
Chvistie, James Cunningham, Lvancis Powell, Samuel 
Blews, James Carmichacl, Andrew Stephenson, William 
Barker, John Corlett, Levin Townshend, Levi Town- 
shend, Elias Townshend, Isaac Costem, Benjamin Selby, 
Francis Brett, William Dickinson, Cornelius Adams, 
Jesse Clarkson, Arthur Ward, Charles Henley, John 
Quick, Henry Turner, Hugh Granville, Samuel Yate- 
man, Robert Slater, William Jameson, Joseph Cobden, and 

wokn Norman, ought to be detained as prisoners of war; 
but that the Committee of Safety be at liberty to discharge 
such of them as they may think proper, 

That it further appeared, that Caleb Whitehurst, Ran- 
dal Hodges, John } ‘oodside, Richard Brown, and Janes 
Lejich, have in some manner aided Lord Dunmore; but 
that they bave not taken arms, or been so active as to be 
deemed prisoners of war. 

Resolved, That the said Caleb Whitehurst, Randal 
Hodges, John Woodside, Richard Brown, and James 
Leitch, be discharged, on their parole not to aid Lord 
Dunmore in future, 

That it appeared, that John Kay presented a loaded gun 
at the wife of one Milifam Carr, swearing that ho would 
kill her if sho did not furnish him with thirty Pounds; but, 
not being able to obtain the money, he took from her five 
ducks, which were all she had, 

Resolved, That the said John Kay be romanded to the 
Jail of the proper County where the said offence was com- 
mitted, to be inquired into, there to remain till discharged 
by due course of law. 


Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o’clock. 


Tuosday, Janumy 16, 1776. 
Mr, Mercer, from the Committee to whom the Petition 
of John Goodrich, doy himself and partners, was referred, 
reported, that it appeared to the Committes that the Sloop 
Dorothy arrived in this Colony from Antigua, and was 
taken by Captain Barron on her way to Nor/olic, and car- 
ried into Llampton ; that it appeared to them, that the con- 
tract made with the Commissary of Stores, for the pur- 
chase of sundry goods,*hath been complied with on behalf 
of the Petitioners, and that there is now duo to them one 
thousand and ninety-eight Paufits current money ; and that 
they had come to the following Resolution thereupon, 
pee he read in his place, andvafterwards delivered in at 
the Clerk's table, where the sane was again twice read, 

and agreed ta: * 4 
_ Resolved, That the said sum of one thousand and ninety- 
eight Pounds, ought to be retained until tho money furnished 
the said John @aodrich by this Coleny for the purchase of 
Gunpowder be fairly and fully accounted for; and that the 

said Sloop Dorothy ought to he delivered to the owners. 
Mr, Richard Lee, from the Committee to whom sundry 
Claims against the publick were referred, reported, that 
they had examined the same, and come to the following 
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Resolutions thereupon; which he read in his place, and 
afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's table, where the same 
were again twice read, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the several Claims, amounting to 3981. 
IIs, 3d, halfpenny, ought to be allowed and paid by the 
publick. 

Resolved, That the Claim of John Briscoe ought to be 
referied to the Commissioneis to be appointed to revise and 
settle sundry Accounts iespecting the late expedition 
against the Indians, 

On a motion made, 

Resolved, ‘That Edmund Pendleton, Esq., be allowed 
the annual sum of four hundred Pounds curent money, 
commencing from the Ist of December last, as a recom~ 
pense for his services as President of the Convention ; and 
that the same be paid to him quarterly, so long as he shall 
continue in the said office, 


Mr. Parker, from the Committee to whom the Petition 
of Richard Llopper was refered, reported, that they had, 
accoiding to order, had the same under their consideration, 
and had come {fo the following Resolution thereupon ; 
which he read in his place, and afterwaids delivered in at 
the Clerk’s table, where the same was again twice read, 
and agieed to; : 

Resolved, That the Petition of the said Richard Hop- 
per, praying that the publick will purchase his cargo of 
Naval Stores, is unreasonable, and ought to be rejected. 

A Petition of John Goodrich was presented to the Con- 
vontion, and read; setting forth, that Robert Shedden, of 
the Town of Portsmouth, merchant, with his wife, the 
dangbter of the Petitioner, and their two young children, 
are now on board a sloop in the harbour of Norfolle; that 
although he had appeared inimical, by sonding for goods 
contrary to the Association, yet he had assisted the Peti- 
tioner in the importation of Gunpowder, for the use of this 
Colony ; and praying that he may be allowed to come on 
shore, and resido under the protection of this Colony. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr, Par- 
ker, Mr. Cary, My. Thomas Lee, Mr. Smith, My. David 
Mason, Mr. Thomas Walker, My. Whiting, Mv. Walter 
Jones, and Mr. Newton; and they ave to report tho same, 
together with their opinion thereupon, to tho Convention. 

A Petition of John Goodrich and John Goodrich, Fun, 
was presented to the Convention, and read; setting forth, 
that they had exposed themselves to groat danger, had 
suffered many hardships and inconveniences, and had ju 
curred considerable expense, in their endeavouts to serve 
this Colony, and praying that this Convention would take 
the same into consideration, and make them such reason- 
ablo compensation as shall be thought just. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referied to Mr. 
Parker, My. Cary, Mr. Thomas Lee, My. Smith, Ms, 
David Mason, Mv. Thomas Waller, Mr. fPhiting, Mr. 
Walter Jones, and Mr. Newton; and thoy ae to report 
the same, together with their opinion thereupon, to the 
Convention. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for 
continuing and amending an Ordinance appointing a Com- 
mittee of Safety; and after some time spent therein, Mr. 
President resumed the chair, and Mr. Cary repoited, that 
the Committee had, according to order, bad under their 
consideration the said Oidinance, but not having time to 
go through the same, had directed him to move for leave 
to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow again 
resolve itself into 1 Committee on the said O:dinance, 


The Orders of the Day—for the Convention to resolve , 
itself into a Committee on’ the state of the Colony, and on 
the Ordinance for establishing a General Test; to amend 
an Ordinanca, intituled Av Ordinance for regulating the 
election of Delegates, and ascertaining their allowances; , 
and also for regulating the election of Committee-men iu 
the several Counties and Corporations within this Colonyy« 
and for other purposes therein mentioned ; and for esta 
blisbing a mode of making Tobacco Payments, during the 
discontinuance of the Inspection Law ;—being read,’ 

Resolved, That the same be put off till: to-morrow. 


Ordered, That the Treasurer do pay’to the executors 
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of the Hon, Peyton Randolph, Visq., deconsed, the late 
worthy Presidont of this Convention, the Salary settled 
upon him, by act of General Assembly, as Speaker of the 
deus of Burgesses, to the sixth day of December last. 

Resolved, That John ITarvie, gendeman, be appointed 
a Commissioner to reeeive the Money duc to the several 
Claimants in the Counties of Berkeley, Frederick, Dun- 
more, Hampshire, and West-- Augusta, from the publick, 
on account of the late expedition against the Indians, and 
to pay the same to them; and the said John Larvie is 
requiied to settle and state all the Accounts of the said 
expedition that romain unsettled, and to revise those al- 
rendy setiled in Mest-Augustd, and make report thereof 
to the next Convention. And that Joseph Neaville, gon- 
tleman, be appointed to reviso and adjust the Accounts 
for the said expedition in the Countios of Berkeley, Z're- 
derick, Dunmore, and Tlampshire, and report the stme to 
tho next Convontion. 


Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 
Wednoaday, January 17, 1776. 

Ordered, That the last Letters received from the Dele- 
gates appointed to represent this Colony in General Con- 
gioss, be referred to the Committee on the state of the 
Colony. 

Ordered, That the Treaster do pay to Mr. James 
Hood his expenses incurred in consequence of his em- 
passy to tho different Tribes of Jrdiaas, exclusive of the 
sum of money formerly voted hin for his services on that 
occasion. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, rosolved itself into a Committee on the Osdinance 
for continuing and amending an Ordinance appointing a 
Committee of Safety; and after some time spent therein, 
Mr, President resumed the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, 
that the Commitee had, according to order, had under their 
consideration the said Ordinance, and bad gone through tho 
game, and made several ancndments thereto, which he 
read in his place, and afterwards delivered in atthe Cloik’s 
table, where tho same were again twice read, and agreed 
to, 

Ordered, 'Vhot the suid Ordinance, together with the 
several amendmonts, be faily transcribed, and road a third 
time. 

Colonel Flowe laid before the Convention a Letter fiom 
Captain Bellew to bim, and his answer thereto; which 
were read, and ordered to lic on the table. 

The President laid bofore the Convention a Lettor from 
tho Gammittee of the County of Northampton, informing 
him they had sent over the several Prisonors taken in that 
County, agreeably to tha direction of the Convention. 

Ordered, Shut the examination of tho said Prisoners, 
be refined to the Committee of Safety s and that they, in 
sho mean time, be confined to their room, under a proper 
guard. 

Mr, Brazton, from the Committee appointed, presented, 
according to oder, an Ordinance for establishing a mode 
of punishment for the cnomies of America; which was 
yead the first time, and ordered to be read a second time, 


» Ordered, That Mr. Neaville have leave to bo absent 
from the service of the Convention for the remainder of 
the session, 

The Orders of the Day—for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, and on 
the Ordinances for establishing a General Test; to amend 
an Ordinance, entitled An Ordinance for regulating the 
eledtion of Delegates, and ascertaining their allowances, 
and also for regalating the election of Committee-men in 
the several Counties and Corporations within this Colony, 
and for other purposes therein mentioned; and for esta- 
lishing a mode of making Tobacco Payments during the 
discontinaance of the Inspection Law ;—being read, 

Resolved, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

Mr. King, from tho Committea appointed to inquire 
into the soveral cases of the Prisoners confined in the pub- 
ick Jail, reported, that the Committee had, according to 
order, had the same unde thelr consideration ; and that it 

‘Appeared to them, that Henry Crouch was a Sergeant in 
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Captain Saunder’s Company. That it further appeared 

to them, that negro Yom, belonging to the estate of Joseph 

Selden; and Tareley, belonging to dadward Lack Moseley ; 

Dick, belonging to Edmund Rufin; Lewis and Bob, be- 

longing to Jacob Keeling ; Dith, to James Legate; Larry, 

to Joel Cornick ; George, to Elizabeth Woodhouse ; Jem- 

ny, to Thomas Banks; Jasper and Luke, to 1Vitliam Kee~ 

ling; Lom and Roger, to Mary Jones; Europe, to Wil- 

liam faynes ; Romeo, to Lemuel Corniche ; Franke, ta John 

Uenley ; Peter, to MVilliam Keeling ; Will, to Joel Cor- 

nicl ; Africa, to Charles Sayer; Harry, to Arthur Boush ; 

that George, belonging to Samuel Donaldson ; Ishmael, ty 
George Gaskin; Cuff, to Willis Wilkinson; Ned, to Fil- 

liam Forsyth ; Cato, to Stephen Tankard ; Lewis, to Ro- 

bert Langley; Michael, to Robert Boush; were taken at the 

Great Bridge. That Derry, belonging to Edward Cooper ; 

and Bob, belonging to John Shedden, have beon active, and 

some of them borne arms under Lod Dunmore, That it 
appeared to them, that Charles, belonging to John Poole ; 

Cuf'y, 0 Charles Boush ; Dany, to Charles Jenkins ; Poole, 
to Hillis Tloflin; Dennis, to the widow Hodges; weie 
also taken at the Great Bridge. That Billy, belonging 
to Anthony Robinson; Lom, Pil, and Jemmy, belonging 
to Merit Moore; Anthony, to Tleary Toward; Ned and 

Sum, to Bennet Tompleins; in attempting to run away 
from their several masters, were by them pursued and ta- 
ken at Point Comfart. ‘That it does not appear that tho 
said Charles, Cuf)y, Davy, Poole, Dennis, Billy, Tom, 
Till, Jemmy, and Anthony, have ever borne arms, or been 
netive iv the service of Lord Jumore, That it also ap- 
peared, that Hache? and Amy, belonging to Bennet Lomp- 

kins, have heen guilty of a yobbery in the County of York; 
and that Neptune, belonging to George Wythe, Isq., was 
taken up as a yanaway, And that they had came to 

the following Resolutions thereupon; which he read in his, 
place, and afterwards dolivered in at the Clerk’s table, 
where the same were again twice read, and agreed to; 

Resolved, 'That the said Llenty Crouch be detained as a 
Prisoner, 

Resolved, That the snid severnl Slaves who have been 
active under Lord Dunmore, or have borne arms in lis 
service, be detained in Jail until the Committee of Safety 
shall procure them to be properly valued, and sent to the 
foreign FV¥est-India Isjands, oy the Bay of Honduras, there to 
bo sold, and the money arising therefrom, after deducting 
the charges, ho paid to the ‘Treasurer of this Colony, to 
he repaid to their respective owneis, provided they are not 
unhiendly to American liberty. 

Resolved, hut such of the said Slaves who have not 
borne arms, or not been active in the service of Lord 
Dunmore, be delivered to their respective owners, on thoir 
paying the exponsos which have ncerued, or shall neerne, 
from the timo of their being taken, till the timo of their 
delivery; and that a list of the said nogroes, with the 
names of their several owners, be inserted in the Pirginta 
Gazette, And, if the ownors do not apply within two 
months from the dato of the said advertisement, that such 
thereof as remain may then be sold at publick auction, and 
the balance, after deducting the expenses aforesaid, be 
lodged in the hands of the ‘Treasuyer of this Colony, to be 
paid to the owners, when demanded, © 

Resolved, That the said Rachel and Amy be commit- 
ted to the Jail of the proper County, there to remain till 
discharged hy due course of law. . 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o’clock. 

— 
Thuraday, January 18, 1776, 

Resolved, That each*member of the Cammitteo of 
Safety be allowed the sum of ten Shillings for every day 
of his attendance in the saa! Committee, exclusive of the 
sum formerly allowed for their expenses. 

Me. Parker, from the Committee to whom the Petition 
of John Goodrich was referred, reported, that they had, 
according to order, had the same undor their consideration, 
and had come to the following Resolution thereupon; which 
he read in bis place, and afterwards delivered in atthe 
Clerk’s table, whore the same was again twige read, and 
agreed to: ree. 

Resolved, That Robert Shedden and family, mentioned 
in the said Petition, are sufficiently provided for by 4 De- 
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claration of this Convention, and the repeated piomises of 
Colonels JTowe and Woodford, wherein they offered every 
friondly office which humanity could dictate, to the u- 
happy women and children on hoard the Fleet under the 
command of Lord Dunmore? 

On a motion mado, 

Resolved, That tho Colonel of the Kirst Regiment bo 
allowed an Aid-do-camp, until Goneral Officers shall be 
appointed by the General Congress; and that the said 
Aid-de-camp be allowed six Shillings per day, from the 
time he hath been appointed. 

Resolved, That the duties on the Rum impoited in the 
several Vessels taken hy Captain Barron be paid, or se- 
cured to be paid, to the Treasurer of this Colony. 

An Ordinance for continuing and amending an Ordi- 
nance appointing a Committee of Safety, having been 
fairly transcribed, and the blanks therein filled up, was 
road a third time: ¢ 

Resolued, That the said Ordinance do pass; and that 
the title be, “An Ordinance for reviving aud amending an 
Ordinance appointing a Committee of Safety.” 

The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the ap- 
pointment of a Deputy Quartormaster-General ; and the 
members having prepared their tickets with the name of 
the person to be appointed, Mr. Digges, Mr. Carrington, 
Mr. Dandridge, and Mr. John Walker, were appointed o 
Committee to oxamino the ballot box, and it appearing, 
from theiy report, that there was a majority in favour of 
William Finnie, Kisq.; 

Resolved, therefore, That the said William Finnie, bo 
appointed Deputy Quartormastor-General, 

Resolved, That Thomas Bullitt, Esq., be appointed 
Adjutant-General. 

» The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to tho ap- 
pointment of a Deputy Adjutant-General ; and the mem- 
lan having prepared tickets with the name of the person 
to be appointed, Mr. Digger Mr. Carrington, Mr. Dan- 
dridge, and Mr. John Wa eer, were appointed a Commit- 
tee to examine the ballot box, and it appearing, from their 
report, that there was a majority in favour of John Sears, 


Esq. 

Resolved, therefore, That the said John Sears be ap- 
pointed Deputy Adjutant-General, 

An Ordinance for establishing a mode of punishment 
for the enemies of America, was read a second time, and 
ordered to be committed to a Commitfee of the whole 
Convention. 

The Convention accordingly resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee on the said Ordinance, and afier some time spent 
therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. Cary 
reported, that the Committee had, according to order, had 
under their consideration the said Ordinance, and had mado 
some progress therein, but not having time to go through 
the same, had directed him to move for leave to sit 
again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow again 
resolve itself a Committee on the said Ordinance. 

The Orders of the Day—for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, and on 
the Ordinances for establishing a General Test; to amend 
an Ordinance, intituled An Ordinance for regulating the 
election of Delegates, and ascertaining their allowances, 
and also for regulating the election of Committee-men in 
the several Counties and Corporations within this Colony, 
and for other purposes therein mentioned; and for estab- 
lishing a mode of making Tobacco Payments during the 
discontinuance of the TnspectiaN Law ;—being read, * 

Resolved, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Friday, Janvary 19, 177%, 

Ordered, That Mr, Mason, Mr. Taylor, My. Gray, Mv. 
Parker, Mr, Nowton, and Mr, Murdaugh, or any four of 
them, be a Committee to inquire ito the conduct of the 
Officers and Militia in the County of Princess Anne, lately 
drawn out into actual service, and to report the same to 
the next Convention. s 


The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
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Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance 
for establishing a mode of punishment for the enemies of 
America ; and after some time spent therein, Mr. Presi- 
dent resumed the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the 
Committee had, according to oder, had under their con- 
sideration the said Ordinance, and had gone through the 
same, and made several amendments thereto, which he 
read in his place, and afierwards delivered in at the Clerk’s 
table, whero the same were again twice1ead and agreed to. 

Resolved, That the said Ordinance, together with the 
soveral amendments, be fairly transcribed and read a third 
time. 


The Orders of the Day—for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the Ordinances for establishing 
a General Test ; to amend an Ordinance, entitled An Or- 
dinance for regulating the election of Delegates, and ascer- 
taining their allowances, and also for regulating the election 
of Committec-men in the several Counties and Corpora- 
tions within this Colony, and for other purposes therein 
mentioned ; and for establishing a mode of making Tobac- 
co Payments during the discontinuance of the Inspection 
Law ;—being read, 

Resolved, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

The Convention, then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committeo on the state of the 
Colony ; and after somo time spent therein, Mr, President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Qary reported, that the Com- 
mittce had, according to order, had under their considera- 
tion the state of the Colony, and had come toa Rosolu- 
tion thereupon, which be was ready to report when the 
Convention should be pleased to recsive the same. 

Ordered, That tho said Report be received to-morrow, 


Adjourned till to-morrow, nino o’clock. 


Saturday, Januny 20, 1776, 
Ordered, That tho Treasurer do pay to Captains George 
Matihews and Alewander M‘Clanahan, tho money due to 
their respective Companies, from the publick, on account 
of the late expedition against the Indians, and reported by 
the Commissioners, 


The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on tho Ordinances 
to amend an Ordinance, intituled An Ordinance for regu- 
lating the election of Delegates, and ascertaining their al- 
lowances, and also for regulating the election of Committes- 
men in the severa] Counties and Corporations within this 
Colony, and for other purposes therein mentioned ; and for 
establishing a mode of making Tobacco Payments during 
the discontinuance of the Tuspection Law; and alter some 
time spent therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and 
Mr. Cary reported, that the Committee had, according to 
order, had under their consideration the said Ordinances, 
and had gone through the same, and made several amend- 
monts thereto, which he read in his place, and afterwards 
delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where the, same were 
again twice read and agreed to, 

Resolved, That the said Ordinances, together with the 
sevoral amendments, be fairly transcribed aud read a third 
time, 


Mr. Cary, from the Committee of the whole Conven- 
tion, reported, according to order, that the Committea had 
come to the following Resolution; which he read in his 
place, and afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's table, 
where the same was again twice read and agreed to: 

Whereas the British Ministry have at length engaged in 
an open and avowed war with the good people of this Co- 
lony, and in the prosecution thereof have manifested the 
most unrelenting fury, by burning and destroying open and 
defenceless Towns, contrary to the practica of war among 
civilized nations, by exciting insurections among our 
slaves, inviting the savages, and arming them against us: 

Resolved, (as the opinion of this Convention,) That we 
hold it incumbent upon us (a duty which we ote to our 
selves, to our country, and to this whole Continent,) to op- 
pose, by every method in our power, such unjust and oxuel 
attempts; that the most likely means of effecting this, and 
of gaining relief and assistance to ourselves, and of dis- 
tressing our enemies, would be by opening our Ports to all 
persons willing to trade with us, Great Britain, Ireland, 
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and the British West-Indies excepted ; and that wo givo it 
in recommendation to our delegates in General Congress, 
to use their endeavoms to have such a measure adopted, 
and carried into execution, so soon as it shall be deemed 
proper by the said Geneial Congiess to pormit exportation 
from No) th- America, 

An Ordinance for establishing a mode of punishment 
for the enemies of America, having been fairly transcribed, 
was tend & thitd Gime, and the blanks therein filled ap. 

Resolver, ‘Chat the said Ordinance do pass, and that the 
title thereof be, “An Ordinance for establishing a mode of 
punishment for the enemies to America in this Colony.” 

Resolved, That ull the publick Money, except His Ma- 
jesty’s Quit-rents, now in the hands of the Collectors, Na- 
val Ofticeis, Sheriff, and Clerks, and which may hereafter 
be received by them, be paid into the bands of the Tiea- 
suror of this Colony, 

Av Oxdinance to amend an Ordinanco, entitled “An Or- 
dinance for tcgulating the election of Delegates, aud ascer- 
taining their allowances, and also for regulating the election 
of Committee-men in tho several Counties and Corpoia- 
tions within this Colony, and for other purposes therein 
mentioned,” having been faitly transcribed, was 1ead a third 
time, and the blanks therein filled up. 

Resolved, That the said Ordinance do pass. 

Resolved, That in caso of the sickness or inability of the 
Treasmor of this Colony to sign and countersign the ‘Troa- 
sury Notes, omitted puisuant to an Ordinance of Conyen- 
tion, ho bo empowered to appoint such other persou as ho 
may think proper to do the same in his stead. 

Mesolved, That the appointment of Captain John Sears 
to tho oftice of Deputy Adjutant-Genera), disqualifios him 
from holding the office of Captain to his Company. 

An Ordinance for establishing a mode of making Tobac- 
co Payments during tho discontinuance of the Inspection 
Law, haying boon fairly transcibed, and the blanks therein 
filled up, was read a third time. 

Resolved, That the said Ordinance do pass, and that the 
tile thereof be, “An Ordinance for establishing a mode of 
making ‘Tobacco Payments during the discontinuance of the 
Inspetion Law, and for other purposes therein mentioned.” 

Resolved, That tho seveinl sums following be allowed 
to the several Officers of this Convention, for their services 
during the present session ; 

To the fee Thomas Price, Chaplain, forty Pounds. 

To Mr. John Tazewell, Clerk of the, Convention, one 
hundrod aud soveuty-five Pounds, 

To Mr. Irancis Mppes, Messenger to the Convention, 
fifty Pounds. 

No Admund Pendleton, Jun., Clark to several Commit« 
teas, filly Pounds. 

Yo Wiliam Dandridge, Jun., Clerk to several othor 
Committees, filly Pounds, 

To Robert Lyland, Wiliam Uieks, John Creagh, and 
William Drinkard, Doorkeepers to the Convention, twen- 
ty-five Pounds each, 

Resolved, That Mr. John Pendleton, Clerk to the Com- 
mittoe of Safety, be allowed twenty Shillings per day for 
his expenses and services while on duty. ' 
> Resolved, That the Committeo of Safety do allow the 
Quartermaster and Adjutant to the several Minute-mon at 
Tlampton, the Adjutant to the Minute-men in the City of 
Williansburgh, and Wagon-master, whatever their several 
services, in their opinions, shall be thought to deserye. 

Adjourned till the second day of April next, then to 
meet in the City of /Pilliamsburgh, or such other place as 
may be appoinied by the Committe of Safety. 


ORDINANCES PASSED BY TIE CONVENTION. 


J. An Ordinance for raising an additional number of 
Forces for the defonce and protection of this Colony, 
and for other purposes therein mentioned, 

Whereas the Earl of Dunmore, by his many hostilo at- 
tacks upon the good people of this Colony, and attempts 
to infringe their rights and liberties, by his Proclamation 
declaring freedom to our servants and slaves, and arming 
them against us, by seizing our persons and properties, and 
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declaring those who opposed such his arbitrary measures in 
a stale of rebellion, hath made it necessary that an,addition- 
al number of Forces be raised for our projection ond de- 
fence ; 

Be it therefore ordained, By the Delegates and Repre- 
sentatives of the several Counties and Corporations with- 
in the Colony and Dominion of Virginia, now assembled 
in General Convention, and it is hereby ordained by the 
autharity of the same, That the two Regiments formerly 
raised be augmented, by the addition of three hundred and 
cighty-two men, to be divided into five Companies, eon- 
sisting of sixty-cight mon cach, rank and file, udor the 
command of one Captain, two Licutenants, one Ensign, 
and four Sergeants ; each Company to be allowed a Drum- 
mer and Fifer, and two of the said Companies to be added 
to the Jirst, and tho remaining threo Companies to the 
Second Regiment. 

And be it further ordained, Vhat there be likewise im- 
mediately raised, and taken into pay from the tine of their 
enlistment, six other Regiments complete, to be composed 
of ten Companies of sixty-cight men cach, rank and file, 
(three of which Companies in each Regiment to consist 
of Riflomen, to act as Light Infantry,) under the command 
of a Colonel, Licutenant-Colonel, Major, ten Captains, 
twenty Lieutenants, ten Ensigns, forty Sergeants; and to 
bo allowed ten Diummers and ten Fifers; and to each of 
the said Regiments there shall bo moreover allowed a 
Chaplain, an Adjutant, a Regimental Quartermaster, one 
Surgeon, two Surgeon’s Mates, one Sergeant-Major, one 
Drum-Major, and Quartormaster’s Sergeant. 

And be it further ordained, Vhat of six Regiments to 
be levied as aforesaid, one of them shall be called a Ger- 
man Regiment, to be made up of German and other officers 
and soldiers, as the Committees of the several Counties of 
Augusta, West-Augusta, Berkeley, Culpepper, Dunmore, » 
Hincastle, Urederiek, and Hampshire, (by which Commit- 
tees the several Captains and subaltern officers of tho said 
Regiment are to be appointed,) shall judgo expedient. 

And whereas, by an Ordinance passed at the last moal- 
ing of this Convention, intitulod “ An Ordinance for 
raising and embodying a suficient Force for the defence 
and protection of this Colony,” it is ordained, that a bat- 
talion of Minute men be raised in the Counties of Aeco- 
macle and Northampton, which at present is thought to be 
inadequate to tho defence of that part of this Colony: Je 
2 therefore ordained, Tifat so much of the said Ordinance 
ag relates to thegaismg the said Battalion be roponled ; and 
that over and above the Regiments ‘aforesaid, thore be raised 
one other Regiment, to bo composed of seven Companies, 
for the protection and defences of the said Counties of Ac- 
comack and Northampton; each Company to consist of six- 
ty-eight, rank and file, and to be undor the command of a 
Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, a Major, soven Captains, four- 
teen Lieutcnants, seven Mosigns, twenty-eight Sergeants, 
and cach Company to be allowed a Drummor and Fifer. 
Four of which Companies to be raisod in the said Coun- 
tios of Accomack and Northampion, as heroin after direct 
ed; tho other three (two of which to consist of Riflemen, 
to be allotted to this Regiment by the Committee of Safety) 
out of the other lovies to be raised by this Ordinance ; and 
the suid Regiment shall morcover be elfowed a Chaplain, 
a Paymaster, with a salary of seventy-five Pounds per an- 
num, and the like Staff Officers as are directed for the other 
Regiments, to be appointed in the sama manner. 

And be it further ordained, That the whole of the nine 
Regiments be under the command of one Major-General, 
and two Brigadiers-General, oach 6f whom shall have an 
Aid-de-Camp and Secretary of their own appointment ; and 
thet there be one Quartéfmaster-Genoral, one Adjutant- 
General, and one Deputy Adjutant-General, 

And for the more regular, speedy, and equal appoint. 
ment of Officers, Be tt further ordained, That tho Genoral 
Ofcors shall bo appointed by the General Congress, and 
that the field Officers shall bo nominated and appointed 
by the General Convention of ihis Colony, and the Cap- 
tains and Subalterns by the soveral County and Distri 
Committees, as follows, that is to say: ‘That ench of ahe 
Committees of the Counties of Albemarle, Augusta: West- 
Augusta, Berkeley, Bedford, Culpepper, Dunmore, Pau 
quer, Fincastle, Loudoun, Orange, Prince William, and 
Spotsylvania, shall nominate and appoint two propepsdnd 
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discrcet persons to Le Captains, two other such persons to 
be First Lieutenants, two others to be Second Licutenants, 
and two others to be Ensigns, who shall be by them respec- 
tivoly directed to proceed with all expedition in recruiting 
levies, in ordor to 1nise in the whole Wweuty-six Companies. 

Provided, That the Officers of the one hundred men or- 
dered from Fort Pitt, by a late Resolution of this Conven- 
tion, shall be considered as part of tho Olficers to be nomi- 
nated by the Committee of West-Augusta, if the said Ofi- 
cers shall incline to continue in the service of this Colony, 
agreeably to the said Resolution. ‘That cach of the Com- 
mittees of the Counties of Amelia, Amherst, Botetourt, 
Brunswick, Buckingham, Caroline, Charlotte, Chester- 

field, Cumberland, Charles City, Dinwiddie, Frederick, 
Luirfax, Goochland, Gloucestery [Hulifax, Lampshire, 
Hanover, Ilenrico, King George, King and Queen, King 
William, Lanenburgh, Louisa, Mecklenburgh, Nansemond, 
Northumberland, New-Kent, Pittsylvania, Prince Edward, 
Prince George, Southampton, Stafford, Sussex, and West- 
moreland, shall nominate and appoint one such proper per- 
son to be Captain, one other to be Fist Lieutenant, one 
other to bo Second Lieutenant, and one other to be Ensign, 
who shall be by the Committees respectively directed to 

roeced immediately in recruiting levies, in order to raise, 
in tho whole, thirty-three Companies, That tho several 
District Committees, heroinafier described, do nominate 
and appoint the remainder of tho officers for raising thirtoon 
Companies, os follows: the District of Accomaci and 
‘Northanger four Captains, four First Licutenants, four 
Second Lieutenants, and four Ensigns; the District of Zs- 
sew and Middlesex, ono Captuin, one First Lieutenant, one 
Soeond Lieutenant, and one Ensign; tho District of Isle- 
of: Wight and Surry, two Captains, two First Lieutenants, 
two Second Lieutenants, and two Ensigns; tho District o 
Langaster and Richmond, one Captain, one Fisst Liente- 
nant, one Second Lieutenant;and one Ensign; the District 
of Norfolle and Princess Anne Counties, one Captain, ona 
First Lieutenant, one Second Lieutenant, and one Ensign ; 
and the District of York, Elizabeth City, Warwick, James 
City, and the City of Williamsburgh, two Captains, two 
First Lieutenants, two Socond Lieutenants, and two En- 
signs. And tho several Officers so to be appointed shall 
be, by the respective District Committees, directed to pro- 
coed immediately in recruiting as aforesaid, in order to raise 
their Companies; which several, Recruiting Officers shall 
bo at liberty to raise their levies in any part of the Colony, 
without being confined to Counties or Daieioia: 

And be tt further drdained, That if any Captain and 
hjs Subaltern Officers, so to be appointed, shall not recruit 
the whole number of men for a Company on or before the 
last day of February next, the Committee of the County 
or District by whom such officers were appointed may either 
appoint others, instead of the officer or officers who shall 
fail to recruit the following number, according to his rank, 
to wit: a Captain, twenty-eight ; a Iirst Lieutenant, twenty~ 
one; a Second Lieutenant, sixteen ; and an Ensign, nine; 
or may continue the former officers, if it shall appear pro- 
bable to the Committee that the Company may be sooner 
completed by them than raised by appointing new officers 
ng aforesaid, 

Provided alwags, That if any Company shall not be 
nade complete by the first nominated officers or others, to 
.e chosen in their stead as aforesaid, by the 25th day of 
March next, the several County and District Committees, 
vberein such failure should happen, shall make report of 
he whole matter to the Committee of Safety, who shall 
ake such order there as to them shall seem most likely 
o forward the service, and appoint such and so many offi- 
ers as they may judge proper Yo recruit at large withintthis 
Jolony, without regard to the place of residence of such 
fice. ~ 

And be it further ordained, That the several County and 
istrict Committees, at the timeof appointing tHe officers as 
foresaid, shall fix on some certain convenient place where 
he Officers of each Company shall rendezvous the men by 
hem enlisted, and also nominate two of their members, re- 
iding as near as may be to such place of rendezvous, to 
eview the men to be enlisted in each Company; which 
embers having examined the persons enlisted, and found 
hem-to, be able-bodied, healthy men, and to have been re- 
wlarly,$worn and attested according to the direction of this 
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Ordinance, shall grant a certificate thereof, which shall be 
returned to the County or District Committee who appoint- 
ed the Officers, and be by them respectively 1etuined to the 
Committee of Safety, who shall grant Commissions to the 
Officers thereupon, as is hereinafier divected. Andin case 
it shall appear, from such certificates, that two or moie 
Companies have been reviewed on the same day, the Com- 
miltee of Safety shall settle tho priotity of rank between 
the Officers by a fair and equal lot. 

Aud be it further ordained, That the Chaplain and Sur- 
geon to each Regiment be appointed by the Field-Officers 
and Captains of such Regiment ; the Surgeon’s Mates, by 
the Surgeon himself, with the approbation of the Com- 
manding-Oficer ; the Adjutant, Regimental Quattermaster, 
Sergeant-Major, Quartermaster-Sergeant, and Drum-Ma- 
jor, by the Commanding- Officer of such Regiment, 

And for the more certain and regular appointment of the 
seveial Distiict Committees, Be it ordained, That the se- 
yoral Committees of the Counties and Corporations before 
named shall cach depute thiee of their members to attend 
at some convenient and cential place in each District, to 
be appointed by the Chairman of the Committce of the 
County first named in each District; of which appointment 
such Chairman shall give reasonable notice to the Chair- 
men of the other Committees within his Distiict; which 
Deputies, or a majority of them, the whole baving such 
reasonable notice, shall be a District Committee for tho 
purposes of this Ordinance, and proceed to the nomination 
and appointment of Officers in the same manner as is di- 
rected by a former Ordinance of Convention. 

And for the more regular embodying the several Regi- 
monts, and stationing the Tioops for the protection of the 
several parts of this Colony, Be ¢é ordained, 'That tho 
Committee of Safety shall alfot certain Companics to each 
Regiment, and appoint the station of such Aesiieits of 
which notice shall be given to the County and District Com- 
mittecs where such Companies aye expected to be raised 5 
which Comunittees, at the time of their granting ceriificates 
of the completion of the Companies, shall order each Com- 
pany to march to the station, and ceitify the same, and the 
distance to such station, to the Committee of Safety, 

And to prevent uneasonable delay in such march, Be it 
ordained, ‘That the Officers and Men shall receive no more 
pay, fiom the date of such marching orders to the time of 
their arrival at their station, than after the rate of one day’s 
By for every fifteen miles, according to the distance, unloss 
delayed by bad weather, or unavoidable accidents, of which 
the Committce of Safety shall judge and determine bofore 
they grant a warrant for the pay of any Company, 

And for making a certain provision for Cadets, Be it 
ordained, That every Cadet who shall enter into the ser= 
vice, with the approbation of the Commanding-Officer of 
the respective Regiment which he is willing to join, shall 
he allowed the pay and provision of a Private Soldier, and 
be found the like tents, allowing one to every four Cadets. 

And be tt further ordained, That in case any vacancies 
should happen, by deaths or otherwise, among the Com- 
missioned-Officers, the same shal] be supplied, from time to 
time, by regular succession, in coutse of seniority ; and, in 
case of a defect of Officers to supply such succession, tho 
Commanding-Officer of the Regiment shall fill up the va- 
cancy out of the Cadets, if any, paying due regard to their 
seniority ; and, if there be no Cadets, out of such others as 
he may think pioper, with the approbation of the Commit- 
tee of Safety. 

And that the Companies may be kept complete, frora 
time to time, Be tt further ordained, That if any vacancies 
should happen among the Private Men, the Commanding- 
Officer of the Regiment shall supply the same by new re- 
cruits, in {he best and most expeditious manner he may be 
able. ‘ 

And be it further ordained, That the Soldiers to be rais« 
ed shall be enlisted on the terms following, jo wit: That 
they shall continue in the service so long us may be judged 
necessary, by the General Congress, or by the General Con- 
vention or General Assembly of this Colony, but not be 
compelled to continue more than two years from thé 10th 
day of April next. : 

Provided, Any Soldier or Soldiers do give the Com- 
manding-Officer three months previous noticed; in writing, 
of his or their desive to be discharged gt the end of such 
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period ; and, if it shall be judged expedient to disband the 
Army before the expiration of tha said two years, that then 
cach Soldier discharged within that time shall be entitled 
to and receive six weeks pay over and above what is ac- 
tually due to him. That the pay of each Captain, Lieu- 
tenant, and Ensign, shall commence on the day of his ap- 
pointment, by the District or County Committees ; of the 
Chaplain, and all the Subaltern Officers, on the days of 
their respective appointments ; of the common Soldiers, on 
the days of their enlisting ; and that the pay of the several 
Field and Staff Officers shall commence on the days of 
their being called into duty by the Committee of Safety. 

Provided alroays, That no Recruiting Officer shall be 
allowed to enlist into the service any servant whatsoever, 
except apprentices bound under the laws of this Colony, nor 
any such apprentice unless the cousent of his master be fist 
had in writing ; neither any man unless he be five feat four 
inches high, honlthy, strong mado, and well limbed, not 
deaf, or subject to fits, 

And be it further ordained, That the Soldiers to be en- 
listed, and the several Sergeants appointed, or to be ap- 
pointed, shall, at the expense of the publick, be furnished 
each with one good musket and bayonet, cartouch box, or 
pouch, and canteen; and, until such musket can bo provi- 
ded, that they bring with them the best gun of any other 
soit that they can procure; and that they also bring with 
them (if to be had) one blanket cach ; and that such as aro 
to actas riflemen, bring with (hem one good rifle and tomna- 
haw cach, to be approved by their Captain; for the uso 
of which guns they shat! be allowed as follows, to wits For 
the smooth-bores, or muskets, aftor the rate of twenty 
shillings, and for the rides and tomahawks alter the same 
rate by the year, and for the blanket so much ns by the 
judgmont of any Field-Officor of bis Regiment the samo 
shall be considered to bo worth at tho tine it is producod. 
That each common Soldier, not already sufliciently provi- 
ded, in the opinion of his Commanding-Officer, shall bo 
provided with sufficient clothing, at the expense of the 
publick, to bo deducted out of his pay, and ulso ta be al 
lowed by the publick a hanting-shit, a pair of loggins, and 
binding for his hat. 

+ Provided, Wf any Minute-sman who has been alyondy 
fyrnished with such articles shall enter into tho regular 
sel'vice, he shall have no further allowance. 

And be it further ordained, That, ovor and above tho 
Rifle Companies belonging to the Gcrman Regiment, there 
be raised seventeen Companies of expert Riflemen, in tho 
following Counties, that is to say : In the Counties of Bed- 
ford and Lowloun, each two Coumpanies; in (ho Counties 
of Albemarle, Amherst, Berkeley, Botetourt, Buckingham, 
Charlotte, Culpepper, Dunmore, Fauguier, Malifaa, 
Orange, Pittsylvania, and Prince Edware each one Com« 
pany 5 which shall be allotted by the Committee of Safoty 
to tho respective Rogiments, as hefore directed. 

And be it further ordained, That propor Medicine 
Chests, and Surgeons’ Instruments, be provided, at the ex- 
pense of the publick. 

And beit further ordained, That the Pay of the Ofticors 
and Soldiers shall be as follows, to wit: T’o a Colonel, 
seventeen Shillings and six Peneo; toa Licutenant-Col- 
onel, twelve Shillings and six Penco; a Major, ten Shil- 
dings ; a Deputy Quartermaster-General, ten Shillings 5 an 
Adjutant-Genoral, twelve Shillings and six Pence; a De- 
puty Adjatant-General, ten Shillings; a Captain, six Shil- 
Jings ; a Lieutenant, four Shillings; an Ensign, three Shil- 
lings ; « Chaplain, ten Shillings; an Adjutant, (holding no 
other office,) six Shillings; if in other office, threo Shil- 
Tings ; to a Regimental Quartermaster, (holding, or not 
holding, any other office,) the same as to an Adjutant 5 to 
a Sergeant-Major, to be appointed from amongst the most 
-expeit Sergeants, by the Commanding-Officer of (ho Re« 
giment, two Shillings and six Penco ; to a Quavtermaster- 
Sergeant, two Shillings and six Pence ; to a Sergeant, two 
Shillings; toa eee two Shillings ; to x Corporal, 
Drommer, and Fifer, each ane Shilling and cight Penco; 
and to each Private Soldier, ong Shilling and four Ponce 3 to 
a Surgeon, ten Shillings; and'to a Surgeon’s Mate, five 
‘Shillings per day. 

And be it further ordained, That one Company of Ar- 
‘Nery be forthwith raised, and taken into the pay of this 
Colony, to consist of one Captain, three Lieutenants, one 
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Sergeant, four Bombardiers, cight Gunners, and forty-eight 
Matrosses ; tha Olficors to be appointed and commissioned 
by the Committee of Safvly, and the Non-Commissioned 
Officers and Gunners to bo appointed by the Captain; the 
pay of whom shall commence on the days of their several 
appointments and enlistments, and bo as follows: To a 
Captain, eight Shillings ; a Lioutenant, six Shillings ; a Ser- 
geaut, four Shillings; 2 Bombardier, three Shillings ; a Guns 
ner, two Shillings and six Penco; and each Matross, two 
Shillings per day; which Company, when complete, shall be 
passed and reviewed by such person ag the said Committee 
of Safety shall appoint, and (ake the oath and subscribe the 
articles directed by this Ordinance for the other Forces, and 
be subject to the hice 1ules and regulations. 

And for the greater security of the Inhabitants of this 
Colony fiom deprodations of tho onemy by water, Be it 
ordained, That the Committee of Safety shall, and they are 
horeby empowered and required to previde, from time to 
time, such and 80 many Armed Vessclseas thoy may judge 
necessary for the protection of the several Rivers in this 
Colony, in the best manner the circumstances of the coun+ 
try will admit; and, to that end, to raise and take into pay 
a softicient number of officers ard men, as well sailors ag 
marines, whose pay shall be settled by the Committee of 
Suloty, not oxccoding the following rates, to wit: ‘Lo a 
Chief Commander of the whole, as Commodore, fifteen 
Shillings 5 to a Master, ten Shillings; a First Mate, sovon 
Shillings and six Pence; a Sceand Mate, five Shillings ; a 
Boatswain, three Shillings ; a Common Suilor, two Shillings 
per day 5 0 Captain of Marines, six Shillings ; a Lieutenant, 
four Shillings ; a Midshipman, three Shillings ; 2 Marine, 
one Shilling and six Pence, 

Provided akways, and be it further ordained, That, 
whore the laud seryico will admit of it, and the Oficers and 
Soldiers of the regular forces shal) be willing to enter upon « 
any tumporary expedition in such Armed Vessels, they may 
be allowed so to do, and shall tecvive pay according to the 
rates aforementioned ; which Ofticers, Sailors, and Marines, 
may be romoved or disbanded by the said Committee of 
Sulety, as they shall judgo expedient. 

And be it further ordained, ‘Vhat the Colonel of cach 
Regiment, when detached from the main body, on a se 
parate command, shall be allowed a Secretary, to bo ap- 
pointed by himself, who shall bo allowed for bis services 
four Shillings a day, 

And be it further orddined, hut evory Commissioned 
and Stal! Ofticeshall be allowod a Tent; and overy two 
Sergeants shall have the samo allowfnee; and that for every 
six Private Men there shall he provided a proper and sul- 
ficient Lent; and that ono Bell Lent for each Company shall 
also be provided, at tho publick expense. 

And be it further ordained, ‘Chat, for the more speedy 
supply of the Jorees with Wagons, ‘Conte, Bedding, Arms, 
Accoutrements, Clothes, Provisions, and all other necessa- 
ries, the Committea of Safety shall, and they aro hereby 
roqnived, to appoint some fit porson, oF poisons, to provide 
Arms aud Accoutromonts, Clothes, Wagons, ‘Tents, and 
Bedding, upon the best and cheapest terms, and also to 
Appoint one or more Contractors or Commissarics, who are 
hereby required to use all possible despatch in purchasing 
such Provisions as shall bo necessary for the Army, and in 
Jaying off tho sane in such conveniont poe. or places, as 
may best suit their different stations and marches. 

And for the more regular Pay of tho Aymy, Jé ts hereby 
ordained, ‘That the Committee of Safety shall appoint one 
Paymaster to the first four of the said Regiments, and one 
Paymaster fo the other four of tho sfid Regiments, with a 
salary of ono hundred and {ty Pounds per annum each, 
andsone Assistant-Paymasfr, who shall pay the troops on 
tho frontiers, and shall be allowed such salary as shall be 
approved by the Committee of Safety for his servicos; 
which Paymastots are also to act as Muster-masters. And 
it shall and may be lawfule for the said Committee, from 
time to time, to issue their warrants to the ‘Treasurer, ap~ 

ointed by or pursuant to an Ordinance of this Convention, 

for paying tho several Recruiting Officers, Commissioners, 
Commissaries, or Contractors, and Paymasters, by them ap- 
pointed ; and to ail expresses, and other persons bysthem 
employed, in lesser services, so much money as:the said. 
Committee shall judge necessary for theirseveral fiurposas, 
taking proper security for the due disbursement and appli’ 
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cation thereof, and making a proper and reasonable allow- 
ance to the several persons so to be appointed, for their 
trouble and oxpenses in conducting either branch of busi- 
ness to him or them assigned. And the said Committee of 
Safoty shall have full powertand authority to displace and 
remove from his oflico any person so by them appointed, 
either for misconduct or neglect of duty. And the said 
Treasurer is herehy required to pay all such sums as ho may 
be directed, by such warrants, out of the publick money in 
his hands, 
And be it further ordained, That the said Committeo 
of Safety shall have fall power and authority, at such tines 
and places as they may think necessary and convenient, to 
call all such persons who may receive any publick money 
for carrying into execution the purposes of this Ordinance, 
toa strict account; and, upon examining their accounts, and 
finding them justly stated, certify the samo, and, if neces- 
sary, to give propes acquittances and discharges. 
And whereas it may be necessary, for tho publick se- 
curity, that the Forces to be raised by virtue of this Ordi- 
nance should, as occasion may require, be marched to dif- 
ferent parts of the United Colonies, and that the Officers 
shottld be subject to a proper control: Be tt therefore 
ordained, by the authority aforesaid, lint the Oflicers and 
Soldiers under thoir command shall, in all things not other 
wise particularly provided for by this Ordinance and the 
Articles established for their regulation, be under the con- 
trol, and subject to the order, of the Commitice of Safety. 
And wheroas, in this time of danger, it is probable, from 
the exposed situation of this Colony, and tho many navi- 
gable Rivors and Creeks theroin, that tho attempts of tho 
enemy will be made on different parts thoreof: Tor the bot- 
tor security and defonce of the inhabitants: J3e tt further 
ordained, ‘Chat the Regiments to be raised and augmented 
» by virtue of this Ordinance shall be stationed in such parts 
of the Districts hereinafter mentioned as the Committee of 
Salety may judge most proper, that.{s.to say+ Betwoen 
tho Rivers of Potomac and Rappahennocl, two Rogi- 
ments; between Rappahannock an York River, two Re- 
giments ; between Yor? and James River, two Regiments; 
and on the south side of James River, two Regiments ; 
and the said Committee of Safety shall have full power aad 
authority, from time to time, to call the said Regiments, 
or such parts thereof as they may think proper, to any 
place within this Colony, to repel the invasion or attacks 
of the enemy ; provided the Forces so ordered shall return 
to their respective stations so soon as the,emergency shall 
cense; any thing in thi’, or any former Ordinance, to the 
Gontrary notwithstanding, 

And for preserving proper rank, and establishing equal 
pay, among all the Officers of the Continental Army: Be 
at ordained, That all commissions already granted, or here- 
after to be granted, by the Committee of Safety, in pursu- 
ance of this and a former Ordinance of Convention, to any 
regular Officer, be, and the same are hereby declued void 
as soon as such Officer, or any other in his stead, shall be 
appointed or commissioned by the Genoral Congross 5 and 
the pay of every such officer shall, from the time of such 
appointment, and notice thereof to the Committee of Safety 

-of this Colony, be the same as shall be settled by the said 
General Congresseany thing in this or the said Ordinance 
to the contrary thereof in any wise notwithstanding. 

And whereas so much of the Ordinance, intituled An Or- 
dinance for raising and embodying a sufficient Force for the 
defence and protection of this Colony, as relates to the por- 
formance of battalion duty by the Minute-men, is found to 
be inconvenient: Be %it further ordained, That so much 
of the said Ordinance as requires the said duty, be, and the 
same is hereby repealed, : ° 

And be it firther ordained, That, where the Officers of 
Minute-men heretofore appoisted have failed to make up 
their Companies, and shall not complete the same within 
thirty days after the passing of this Ordinance, the Gom- 
mittee of the County where any such failure hath happened 
are required to appoint other Officers to such Companies, 
in manner following, that is to says where a Captain has 
not enlisted the number of twonty-five, a Lieutenant eigh- 
teen, andan Ensign twelve, in all such cases, the said Com- 
mittee shall appoint other Officers in the room of such 
Officers failing to enlist such number of men; unless the 
failure of making up any Company. has been occasioned 
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by the men of the said Company enlisting into the Regular 
service; and the several Minute Captains are required, 
onee in every month, to make return of the number of men 
entisted into their Companies to the Commvanding-Officers 
of their respective Districts, to be by them transmitted to 
the Committee of Safety. 

And be it further ordained, That, if any Officer of a 
Minute Company shall enter into the Regular service, the 
Committee of the County to which his Company belongs 
shall appoint another Officer to supply suck vacancy ; also, 
when any of tho Minute-men shall enlist into the Regular 
service, tho Officer to whose Company such Soldier be- 
longed shall forthwith proceed to recruit and enlist others 
in their room. And if any Minute Company shall be or- 
dered into service before the same is complete, the same, 
if amounting to cighteen, shall go under the command of 
the Licutenant; and if under that number, to be com- 
manded by the Ensign of the said Company. 

And be it further ordained, That each Minute-man 
who shall furnish himsolf with a good musket, or other gun, 
to be approved of by his Captain, shall be allowed by the 
publick ten Shillings per annum, as a dbnsideration for the 
use thereof, and shall be liable ¢o a fine of uventy Shillings 
for not appearing with the same whon called on duty. 

« And be it further ordained, That in licu of the Oath to 
be taken by tha Ofticers and Soldiers, cither of Regulars 
or Minute-men, as directed by the Ordinancs, intituled An 
Ordinance for the better government of the Forces to be 
raised and emp)oyed in the service of the Colony and Do- 
minion of Virginia, that the following Oath be by them 
hereafter taken, (oxcept by tho people called Quakers and 
Menonists, who aro required to make a solomn Affirmation 
to the same effect,) to wit: “I, A B, do swear, that I will 
be faithful and truo to the Colony and Dominion of Vir~ 
ginia; that I will serve the same to the utmost of my 
power, in defence of the just rights of America, against all 
enomies whatsover; that I will, to the utmost of my abili- 
ties, obey the lawful commands of my superior Officers, 
agreeably to the Ordinances of the Convention and the 
Atticles of War, to which I have subscribed, and iay down 
my arms peaceably, when required so to do, either by the 
General Convention or General Assembly of Virginia: 
So help me God.” Which Oath shall bo administered to 
the General and Field-Officera of the Regulars by the Com- 
mittee of Safety, and to the other Commissioned-Ollicers 
by the District or County Committee by whom such 
Officers shall be appointed; and shall be administered to 
the other inferior Officers, and Men, by a Justico of the 
Peace, or any County or Corporation Committee-man’, 
within twenty-four hours after the time of enlistment, » 

And whereas, by a new election of Committee-men 
throughout this Colony, pursuant to on Ordinance of the 
last Convention, the ower of the Deputies elected to form 
tho District Committees is supposed to be at an end; Be 
it therefore ordained, That the Committees of the several 
Counties and Corporations within this Colony, where the 
same hath not been already done since their last election, 
shall appoint such a number of their members respectively, 
as, in ihe former Ordinance for raising the Forces, is limited 
and directed, to meet in District Committees, who shall 
do and perform what remains to be done by such Com- 
mittees respectively, for carrying into execution this and 
the former Ordinance; and so, as often as a dissolution of 
any Committee, and a new election of others, shall take 
place, they shall proceed in like manner, to the new elec~ 
tion of Deputies, to represent them in District Committee. 

Provided always, and be it further ordained, That 
where it shall be necessary to appoint a now Captain or 
Subaltern Commissioned-Officer of Minute-men, upon the 
death or resignation of one formerly nominated, or on his 
failing to raise the number of men required by this Ordi- 
nance, in that case, the appointment of such Officer shalt 
be made by the Committee of the County or Corporation 
wherein the Company was to be raised; and that all va- 
cancies among the Field-Officers of the Minute-mien shall 
be filled up by the District Committees, having regard to 
a regular succession af the Officers, aecording to their rank. 

And whereas, by the former Ordinance, the Committee 
of Safety are restrained from granting Commissions to the 
Officers in the Minute service until a return js made of the 
completion of the Battalions thfoughout the Colony, which 
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is found inconvenient: Be d¢ therefore ordained, That 
upon a certificate of the review of any Company of Min- 
ute-men, as in the said Ordinance is directed, the Com- 
mittee of Safety shall issue Conmmissions to the Captain and 
Subaltern Officers appointed to command such Company, 
bearing dato on the day they were or shall be reviewed ; 
and as soon as four Companios in any District shall appear 
to have been reviewed, shall grant a Commission to the 
Major, bearing date the day of the last Company’s review ; 
where seven Companies are completed, shall also grant a 
Commission to the Licutenant-Colonel, bearing the like 
data of the reviaw of tho last Company ; and, when the 
whole Battalion is completed, shall giant a Commission to 
the Colonel, to be dated the day of such completion; any 
thing in the said former Ordinance contained to the con- 
trary notwithstanding, , 

And be it further ordained, That where Minute Com- 
panies are called into duty together from several Districts, 
and no Bield-Oficer shall attend from cither, the Com- 
mitloe of Safety may appoint any Miold-Officer in the 
Minuto service to take the command of such detachment, 
during the time of their continuance in actual service. 

And be it further ordained, That bereafier no Dissont- 
ing Minister, who is not duly licensed by the General 
Court, or the Society to which he belongs, shall be ox- 
empted from bearing arms in tho Militia of this Colony ; 
aud that Overscars, heratofore exempted, shall be obliged 
to furnish themselves with Arms and Ammunition, ia the 
samo manner as the Militia-men, and shall bo obliged to 
act ag Patrollers when thereto required by the Command- 
ing-Officer of the Militia of the Comty or Corporation 
wherein they reside; and if any Militiaeman or Overscer 
shall neglect or refuse so to do, he or they so refusing, 
shall bo linblo to a fine of five Shillings for every neglect 
or refusal, to bo recovered and appropriated in tho same 
manner as Militia fines are diected to be recovered and 
appropriated, 

And for the more expeditious, convenient, and specdy 
drafting into service Detachmants of tho Militia of this Co- 
lony, as occasion may require: Bo tt further ordained, 
That, at the general muster of the Militia, to be had in the 
month of March noxt, the Commanding Officer of each 
County or Corporation shall, by fair and equal lot, cause 
tT be drawn ont of each Company so many men as will 
amount to one-tenth part thereof, ant cause tho names of 
the persons so allotted to be enrolled, who shall from 
thenceforth be considered as the first division of Militin for 
such County or Corporation; and that the Commanding 
Officer shall in like manner proceed, by lot, to fix, one 
aftar the other, the nine other divisions of the said Militia, 
enrolling thoir nameg in the second division, third, and so 
on, according to such allotment; and thereafter, if the Mi- 
litia of such County or Corporation shall bo called into 
duty, tho same shall be porformed by the divisions, in tha 
order they shall so stand enrolled, one after naother, so a8 
to preserve tho regular rotation of duty amongst them. 
And every porson so onrolled, who shall fail to attend, 
when required, or find an able-bodied man to soryo in his 
room, shall be subject to the fines imposed for tho like 
offence by the said recited Ordinance, to be by the Com- 
manding-Officor Jaid out in bountios to such Volunteers as 
ghalt be willing to serve in the room of the persons so ro~ 
fusing, if to bo had, or otherwise to be appropriated as in 
the said Ordinance is directed, 

And be it further ordained, That the Commanding 

Officer shall appoint proper Officers to command the men 
ao called into duty, according to the number, during the 
time of their being employed in actual servico, having re- 
gatd to tho seniority and rank of the Officers of the County: 
or Corporation in such appointment, 
a Provided always, That if there shall, at any time, be 
a sufticient number of mon, who will voluntarily entor into 
the servico, to shswer the demand mate upon the Militia 
of any County ox Corporation for such assistance, in that 
case, such Volunteers shall be accepted instead of calling 
on the divisions, as before directed, 

Aud b6 tt fierthen ordained, That the Militia or Volun- 
teers to be employed, if not well armed, shall-be furnished 
with Arms out of such as belong to the County, or Corpo- 
ration, to be returned 9s soon as they shall be discharged 
from the service. £ : 
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And whereas, by a former Ordinance, the Militia and 
Minate-men are exempted from musters jn the month of 
February, which may bo attended with inconvenience to 
the country, by retarding the discipline of those bodies of 
men; Be it therefore ordafied, That so much of the 
said recited Ordinaneo as relates to the said exomption, 
be, and is hereby repealed; and that the Minute-men and 
Militia shall do duty in the abovementioned month, in the 
lie manner as is directed for the rest of the year, 

And be it further ordained, That the Commanding. 
Officer of the Militin of any County shall, when called 
out on duty, receive the same pay as the like Officer in 
the Minute service. 

And for the greater encouragement and promotion of the 
service, Ae tt further ordained, That there shall be ad- 
vanced and paid to the several regular Soldiers hereafter 
to he enlisted, a bounty of twenty Shillings, upon thelr 
enlistmont; and that tho sevoral regular Soldiers alrendy 
enlisted shall bo allowed the like bouwoty of twenty Shil- 
lings on their re-cnlistment, to servo for such time as the 
‘Lyoops hereby to be raised shall be enlisted to serve ; and 
that all regular Soldiers and Non-commissioned Officurs 
shall be exempted from tho payment of their personal 
taxes, during their continuance in tho service, And if any 
of the Rogulars, Minute, or Militia-men aforesaid, shall 
bo so maimed or disabled as to be renderod inenpable of 
maintaining themselyes, they shall, upon thelr dischargo, 
bo pirated at the expense of the publiak. 

And be it further ordained, hat the Court-Martial of 
ench County and Corporation shall, and they ave hereby 
royaired to appoint a Collector of all finas to be assessed 
at cach sitting of such Court, by virtua of this aud a for 
mer Ordinance of Conyention, who shall enter into bond, 
with suficiont security, for the due collection and account. 
ing for all fines by them collected in consequence of such, 
appointment, and is hereby tequired to demand and receive 
tho several fines ordered by the Courts-Martial respectively 
to be levied ; and, in case of non-payment, on ar before 
the tenth day of May, annually, to levy the same by dis- 
tress and snle of the goods of the parson refusing, accord~ 
ing to the laws enabling the sale of goods distrained for 
rent. And if any Collector shall fail to account for and 
pay what ho shall havo received, or might have received, 
of such fines, to the Receiver appointed for that purpose, 
deducting six per centum for his commission in collecting, 
it shall be lawful for the Court of the County or Corpora. 
tion, upon motion of the Receiver, to give judgment for the 
same, with costs, against such Colltctor and his securities, 
his or their executors and administrators, provided they 
havo iy oath ten days previous notice of such motion. 

And be tt further ordained, That the fines inflictod for 
disobodiencs to this Ordinance shall be levied and applied 
as tho fines are direated to bo levied and applied by the 
Ordinancg, entitled An Ordinauco for raising and embody-~ 
ings sufficient Korea for tho defonce and protection of this 

olony. 

Aud to provent the harbouring of Desorters from tha 
Forees already, or hereby to be raised; Be dt further 
ordained, That whoover shall harbour or conceal any 
person, being a Deserter, and knowing him to be such, for 
every such offence shall forfoit and pay the sum of fivo 
Pounds, or, on failure thereof, receive ten lashes on his or 
her bare back, ‘ 

And be ti further ordained, That the Treasurer of this 
Colony shall and may apply the Money which may be in 
his hands, pursuant to an Ordinance of the last Conyen- 
tion, for the purposes of thal and the’ other Ordinances and 
Resolutions of this and a formor Convention; and if there 
shalh be a deficiency, and # Continental Congress should 
not supply it, by taking our Troops, or part of them, into 
their pay, this Conventionawill make a further provision 
for tho ‘Tyoops raised, or to bo raisod. 

And whoreas the Papor on which the Treasury Notes 
woro directed to be issued by an Ordinance of the last 
Convontion falls much short of the quantity expected: 
Be it further ordained, That the Treasurer of this Colo« 
ny far the time being shall, and be is hereby authorizes 
to procure a sufliciont quantity of other proper papery ie 
ronke up the deficiency ; to be used as directed by the sald 
Ordinance, and for the purposes therein and hereby ap- 
pointed, and no other, 


vite 
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I, du Ordinance for appointing Sherif’s. 


Whereas, hy an Act of Assombly made in the 22d year 
of tho reign of his late Majosty King George 1, onutled 
An Act prescribing the mothpd of appointing Sherif, and 
for limiting the time of their continuance in office, aud di- 
reoting their duty thergin,” it is, among other things, enact- 
ed, that overy County Court of this Dominion shall an- 
nually, betwoen the last day of June and the last day of 
August, present to the Governour, or Commander-in-Chiof 
of this Colony for the timo boing, a Jist or recommenda- 
tion of threo persons named in the commission of the 
pence for their County, ovo of which persons so recom- 
mended, shell thereupon be commissioned hy the said 
Govornour or Commander-in-Chiol to execute tho oftiee 
of Sheriff of that County for the noxt cnsuing year; and 
whereas John Hart of Munmore, Uis Majosty’s Lieutenant 
and Governour-Geneial of this Colony, hath withdrawn 
himself from the seat of his Government, and commenced 
hostilities against the good poople of this Colony, hath 
also, by his Proclamation, declared martial law to be in 
force in this Colony, and refuseth to grant commissions Jor 
exccuting tho oflice of Sherifls, according to the directions 
of the said recited act; whereby justico is and may be 
groatly delayod and hindered: 

Forremedy whereof, Bett ordained by the Delegates and 
Representatives of the several Counties and Corporations 
atthin this Colony in the present General Convention, and 
it te hereby ordained by the authority of the same, ‘Chat 
upon the expiration of the oflice of Sheriff of any County 
in this Colony, the Court of such County, instead of re- 
commonding three persons to the Governour or Com- 
mandor-in-Chiel, to be by him commissioned to tho oflice 
of Shoriff, shall, and they are hereby empowered and re- 
quired to nominate and appoint one of the persons named 

in the commission of the peaco for their County to exe- 
cuto tho ofligo of Sheriff of their said County for ono 
ear; and the person so vominated and appointed shall 
lage all the powers and authorities, and shall perform and 
excoute the said office in as full and ample manner, as if 
appointed by commission from the Governour or Comman- 
dersin-Chief of this Colony, according to the direction of 
the gaid recited act. And tho porson so nominated and 
appainted, before he enters upon his offico, shall tako tho 
oath of office, and enter into bonds with sufliciont security, 
agrcagbly to the Jaws now in (gree. And if any person 
shall rofuse to accopt the said office, tho Court shall pro- 
coad to appoint another, in tho room of she person so re- 
fusing, who shall givo the liko bonds and security, and take 
the oath of offica as aforesaid. 

Provided always, bat so soon as the executive pow- 
ors of Government in this Colony are restored to their 
propor chanvol, and othor Sherifls shall ho appointed par- 
guant to tha said Act of Assembly, that the porsons who 
may he appointed to the office of Sheriff by the County 
Courts in manner aforesaid shall cease to oxecuto tho suid 
office, and tho powers hereby given shall be revoked. 


IN, dn Ordinance for amending an Ordinance, entitled 
“An Ordinance for providing drms and Ammunition 
Sor the use of this Colony.” 

Whereas it is found that an Ordinance of tho last Con- 
vention, entitled “An Ordinance for providing Arms and 
Ammunition for {be use of this Colony,” is insuflicient, in 
this timo of imminent dangor: Be dé therefore ordatned, 
by the Delegates and Representatives of the several Coun- 
ties and Corporations*within this Colony and Dominion of 
Pirginia, now in General Convention assembled, and it os 
hereby ordained by the authOMy of the samo, Thntethe 
Committea of Safety for the time being may, and they ave 
hereby required to contract, upon the best terms they can, 
withgagh Gunsmiths, or others, as thoy may approve, for 
mantixgtaring or supplying such quantity of Arms as shoy 
shall judge propar for tho defence of this Colony. 

Provided, That such contract for Rifles shall not be 
made to continue Jonger than the first day of July next, 
and for Muskets longer than twelve months from tho pas- 
sing of this Ordinance, 

And for the more speedy and offectual providing of 


Powder, Be tt further ordained by the authority afore- | 
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said, That the Committee of Safety may, and they are 
hereby required to contract with proper persons willing to 
manufacture tho same on the publick account, and to erect, 
or enuse Lo be erected, one or more Powder Milis, at the 
publick expense, at such places as the said Committee of 
Safety may judge to be free from danger, and conveniently 
situated with respect to the Colony in general, 

yy tlnd be it further ordained by the authority aforesaid, 
That the Sultpetro and Sulphur purchased, or to be pur- 
chased, for the use of this Colony, be subject to the dis 
position of the Committee of Sufety, for the purposes last 
mentioned, 


IV, An Ordinance for reviving and amending an Or 
dinance appointing a Committee of Safety. 


Whereas an Ordinance of the last Convention, entitled 
“Au Ordinance appointing 2 Committee of Safety, for the 
more effectual carrying into execution the several Rules 
and Regulations established by this Convention for the 
protection of this Colony,” did expire on the meeting of 
this Convention, and it is necessary that a new Committeo 
be appointed for the purposes aforesaid: Be it therefore 
ordained, by the Delogrates deputed to represent the seve- 
ral Counties and Corporations within this Colony, in the 
present General Convention, and it is hereby ordained by 
the authority of the same, That Dudley Digges, tho Hon. 
John Page, Paul Carrington, Edmund Pendleton, James 
Mercer, Thomas Fautwoll Lee, William Cabell, Richard 
Bland, Joseph Jones, John Tabb, and Thomas Waller, 
Fisquires, be, and they ave hereby appointed and declared 
a Committee of Safety throughout this Colony ; and they, 
or any six or moro of them, shall hayo and oxercisa all 
the powers and authorities given to the Cammittes of 
Safety in and by the said recited Ordinanco or any other 
Ordinance or Resolution of Convention, from and afier the 
peeing hereof, antil the end of the next session of the 

eneral Convention, or for one yeas, in casa the Convene 
tion should not meet within that time. 

And be it further ordained, by the authority aforesaid} 
That the said Committee of Safety shall have full and am« 
ple powers, during the recess of Convention, to direct all 
such measures and military operations, as, in their judgment, 
shall be necessary for the publick security. 

And be it further ordained, That the said Committee 
of Safety shall and may appoint one assistant Clerk, when 
they stall think the sama necessary, who shill bave such 
allowance as shall be thought reasonable by the General 
Convention. 

And whereas the time of continuance of the Officers ia 
the sarviee of this Colony, and the manner of resignation, 
have been doubted, Be it declared and ordaineel, That all 
Officers now or horoafter to he appointed, shall continue in 
service so long as the Regimonts, to which they belong, 
shall be kept up, and that no Officer bath or shall have 
right to resign, hut with the consent of the Convention or 
Committeo of Safety of this Colony. 

Provided, Any Officer willing to resign, may do so at 
the expiration of the time for which tho Private-men are 
or shall be enlisted, on giving the like previous notice of 
such intention as is required of such Private-mon, 

And be it further ordained, That Thomas Everard and 
Janes Cocke, Esqrs., shall be and they are hereby ‘appoint- 
ed Commissioners, to examing, state, and settle such Ac- 
counts as shall bo referred to them for that purpose by the 
Committee of Safety; each of which Commissioners shall 
be allowed such salary as the Convention or Committee 
of Safoty shall determine. es 


—_ 7 


V, An Ordinence for establishing Tobacco Payments du- 
ring the discontinuance of the inspection Law, ani for 
other purposes therein montioned, : 
Wherons, by reason of tho expiration of an Act of, Gon- 

eral Assembly, for improving the staple of Tobacco, and 

preventing frauds in His Majesty's Customs, the people;ia 
this Colony may be subjected to great difficulties for. want 
of acertain mode of making Tobacco Payments for-Jevies 
or other debts, and sundry disputes may arise hotweadithom 


and the officers or creditors, which may increasa ithe cone 
: aes * 
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fusions in the Colony, already toa much convulsed by the 
unbappy disputes with Great Britain: 

For remedy whereof, Be it ordained, by the Delegates 
and Representatives of the people of this Colony, now 
met in General Convention, and by the authority of the 
same, Ubat it shall and way be lawtlul for any person who 
shall be indebted for levies or other demands, payable in 
Tobacco, to discharge the samo by good, sound, and mer- 
chantable ‘Tobacco, leaf or steusmed, tied up in bundles, 
and clear of trash and dirt; and if the collector or creditor 
shall refuse to receive Tobacco tendered in such payment, 
on account of its not being clean, sound, or merchantable, 
it shall bo referred to two judicious neighbours, to be chosen 
one by each of them, (or if ono shall refuse to nominate, 
the other may choose them both,) who, being sworn to 
give an impartial judgment, shall determine the point be- 
tweon the parties; and if they disagree, they shall choose 
a third person, who shall be sworn in like manner, and his 
judgment shall bo final; the payments of lovics and rents 
to be made on the plantation of the debtor, with a reason- 
able allowance, in cases of rents, for tho charge of carry- 
ing the same to tho next inspection ; in other cases, at the 
place appointed by the contract. 

And he it further ordained, That where the Vestries 
shall not have compounded with thoir Ministers for his re- 
coiving money in lien of Tobacco for his salary, according 
to alate Act of Assembly, in such case the Collector of 
the Parish Levy shal) convey the Tobacco, so to bo re- 
evived for levies, to the house of the Minister, who shall 
recciva the ‘Tobacco, so brought from time to time, until 
his full salary of sixtoan thousand pounds of Tobacco, with 
the allowance of four por cent, for ensk, and four per cont. 
for shrinkago, with the usual exponso for transporting the 
same to tho nearest publick landing, on some navigable 
river, is fully pa and tho residue of the Tobacco, so to 
ho received, shall be by the Collector carefully prized up 
into hogsheads, and sold, according to tho directions of 
tho Jast mentioned act; but this is not to extend to or 
aflect such Countios or Parishes where by lew the inha- 
bitants are allowed to pay their lovies at a cortain price in 
monoy. i 

Anil be it further declared and ordained, That the sove- 
ya) Vostries shall be empowored to Jovy for the Collector 
of their sevoral levies, such additional allowance for his 
trouble in collecting the Tobacco in manner aforesaid, as 
to thom shall seom reasonable, according to the oxtent of 
the Parish ; and shall also allow the Minister two Shillings 
and six Peneo for evory thousand pounds of ‘Tobacco by 
him received for his salary as aforosaid, for prizing up tho 
sq. 

And whoreas five of the memboars of tho Vestry of the 
Parish of Proderict, in the County of Lvederich, havo ro~ 
signed their said offices, and anothor of the membors being 
dead, there doth not romain a sufficient number to hold a 
Vesti'y fay the purpose of electing others to fill up the said 
vacancies, by reason whereof tho maintenance of the Poor, 
and other parochial affsirs in the said Parish, are wholly 
neglected: Beit therefore further ordained, That it he, 
and is hereby recommended to the several members of tho 
said Vestry, who have so resignad their offices, to resumo 
the same ; and upon their so doing, or so many of them ag 
with the resuming fnembors will make a Vestry, that such 
resumption be entered in the Vestry-book, and from thence- 
forth the Vestrymen, so remaining, shall have the same 
power to act in all things pertaining to the said office, as if 
they had never resigned the same, 

And be it further ordained, That if a sufficiont num- 
ber of the said resigning niembers, as with the others will 
make @ Vestry, shall not agree to resume their offices with- 
in two months from the passing hereof, that then the said 
Vestry shall be dissolved, and the Frecholdors and House. 
keepers of the said Parish, at such tima and place as shall 
be appointed by the Sheriff of the said County, shal! pro- 
ceed to elect twelvo able and discreot persons, in tho 
usual and acoustomed manner, to be Vestrymen of the said 
Parish; and the persons so elected, having taken an oath 
before the County Court well and truly t0 exccute their 
office as Vestrymen, and subscribed to "be conformable to 
the doctrine and discipline of the Church of England, sball 
bey to all intents and purposes, the Vestry of the said Pa- 
rsh. ” 
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VI. da Ordinance to amend an Ordinance, entitled “An 
Ordinance for regulating the election of Delegates, and 
ascertaining their allowances, and also for regulating 
the election of Committee-mon in the several Counties 
and Corporations within this Colony, and for other puy'- 
poses therein mentioned.” 


Wherens, by the extreme badness of the weather and 
other unayoidable accidents, the Frecholders, and others 
qualified to vote at the election of Committees for several 
Counties and Corporations in this Colony, wore prevented 
from assembling at the times and places directed by an Or- 
dinance, passed at the last Convention, entitled “An Ordi- 
nance for regulating the clection of Delegates, and ascer- 
taining their allowances, and also for regulating the election 
of Committee-men in the several Counties and Corpora- 
tions within this Colony, and for other purposes therein 
mentioned,” by means whereof no Committees have been 
or can now be regularly chosen, to acs in such Counties 
and Corporations unti] the next generat election : 

Be it therefore ordained, by the Delegates deynited to 
represent the several Counties and Corporations within 
this Colony, in the present General Convention, and it is 
hereby ordained, by the authority of the same, That the 
Freeholdors, and others qualified to vote for Committees 
in such Counties and Corporations as have not chogon 
Committees pursuant to the said recited Ordinance, shall, 
and they are hereby required to meet at the respective 
places by the said Ordinance appointad, a3 soon afior the 
passing this Ordinance as publicle notice can be given, and 
delivered jn, to the Chairman of the last preceding Com- 
mittee, or, in caso of his absence or refusal to act, to the 
Clerk of such Committee, or, in case of hig absence or re- 
fusal to act, to one of the Delegates of such County or 
Corporation, a list of twenty-one persons, qualified as by 
the said recited Ordinance is directed, to sorve ag a Com=m 
mittee for such County or Corporation, until the next gone- 
ral clection ; which soveral lists shall be fairly counted by 
tho person reeciving the same, in the presence of s0 many 
of tho preceding Gommittes as may choose to attend, and 
publication shall bo made of the several porsons having a 
majority of votes, who aro horeby declared to bo duly 
electod a Committee to serve as aforosaid; and the said 
Commiticos shall have the like power and authority, and 
he governed in their procecdings by tho same rules and 
regulations as directed by the said recited Ordinance 5 and 
in cago of tho death, resignation, or removal of any mom- 
ber of a County or Corporation Committee, already or 
hetentter to be clectad, such vacafay shall bo supplied by 
tho choice of tho rest of the Committes. 

Provided, and be it further ordained, That in tho 
County of Norfolle, tho Court-Louso being Intely do- 
stroyad by tho snenty, tho election of a Committee for 
that County may bo at any other convenient place thorain 
as shall bo appointed by tho porson undertaking the man- 
agement of such olection, any thing in the said rocited Or- 
dinance to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Whereas the time appointed for tho general election of 
Committees is, from expariance, found inconvenient : Be tt 
ordained, That from and after tho passing of this Ordi- 
nance, the time for making general clections of Commit- 
tees, in the several Countios and Corpérations in this Co- 
lony, shall, and the samo is hereby declared to bo on the 
Cowt days of the respective Counties and Corporations, 
in the month of October, annually. + 

And it is hereby ordained, That so much of the said 
recited Ordinance 4s relates to the fixing the time of elect. 
ing Committees, shall be, and the same is hereby re~ 
pealed, : . ; 

And whoreas, by the sila recited Ordinance, no provi- 
sion is made for reimbursing the County and Corporation 
Committees for any experse they may he put to in em- 
ploying Messengers to: summon persons before thom, do- 
spniching and forwarding Expresses, and other necessary 
expenses upon the publick service: Be di ordained, That 
the Chairman of the respective Committees, inemring suoh 
expense, shall certify the same to the Committeo of Safety, 
who are hereby empowered to issue their Warrants, from 
time to time, to the Treasurer, for the payment thoreof; 
and that the allowance to the Clerks of the several Com~ 
mittees be paid in Jike manner by the ‘Treasurer, instead 
of being levied by the County Court, as formerly directed. 
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And whoreas the election of the present Committee for 
the County of Caroline was uot made agreoably to the 
afore-rocited Ordinnuce: Be it ordained, That the said 
Comunitteo of tho County of Caroline be, and the same is 
hereby dissolved, 

Aad be tt further ordained, That tho former Commit- 
tec of the said County shall proceed to the choice of three 
of their members to judge of the qualification of voters; 
and that the Frecholders of the said County, at such time 
as shall bo appointed by the late Chairman, of which pub- 
lick notico shall be given, shall proceed to the clection of 
another Committee, pursuant to the directions of the first 
recited and this present Ordinance. 

And be it further ordained, That (ha Chairman, Clork, 
or Delogate, shall cause publick notice to be given of the 
time appointed for such election, at every Parish Church 
in his respactivo County or Corporation, two several Sun- 
days before the day of such election. 

oJ 


VIL An Ordinance for establishing a mode of punish- 
ment for the enemtes to America tn this Colony. 

Whorens the most dangerous attompts have been made, 
by some persons in this Colony, to subvert the rights and 
liberties of the inhabjtants; and wherens, by a Declaration 
of this Convontion, « humane disposition towards such of- 
fondars hag fully been manifestod, who, notwithstanding, 
have failod to avail themselves thereof, and return to that 
duty which thay owa both to this couatry and the rights of 
mankind; and whoreas it is become necessary to declare 
what are and shall bo considered as offences, to the ond a 
rogular mode of punishment may be estublished, and equal 
right and justice administered to all porsons within this 
Colony + 

Be tt therefore ordained, by the Delegates of the peo~ 
ple assembled in General Convention, and it ts hereby 
ordained, by the authority of the same, Thatif any white 

person, of persons, who have been in arms ngainst this 

olony, shall fail to surronder himself, or themselves, to 
the Committes of Snfety, within two months from the pub- 
lication of this Ordinance; and if any white person, or 

ersong, shal) hereafter aid or assist the enemy, by inlist- 
ing Soldiers, giving intelligence, or furnishing them with 
Arms, Provision, or Naval Stores, or shal] bear arms against 
this Colony ; all and every suc) person, or persons, so 
having borne arms, or hereafter offending in manner alore- 
said, shall, ope being, convicted as hergafier mentioned, 
be linblo to bo imprisoned, or otherwise confined, in such 
manner as the Committeo of feral may direct. And 

roper persons shall be appointed by the Committee of 
Batty to tako possession of their estates, both real and 
personal, and to cultivate the same to the best advantage, 
and pay the profits thenee arising into the hands of the 
Tyeasurer of this Colony for the time being, to be dispo- 
sod of towards satisfying the just debts of such delinquent, 
to ha ascertained by the Committee of Safety ; and the re- 
sidne for the publick use, in such manner as the said Com- 
mittee shall think most for the advantage of this Colony. 
And the principal estates sha)] be subject to the future de~ 
termination of the Convention, 

Provided, nevemheless, The Committee of Safety shall 
have full power and authority to pardon such as have here~ 
tofore been or shall be in arms against this Colony, ar shall 
otherwise offend as aforesaid, upon being satisfied of his or 
their repentance, and desire to be restored to the confidence 
of this Colony, and returning to his or their duty ; and in all 
such cases, the said Committee of Safety shall state the 
onvention, to enable them 
to determine what should be dohe with their estates. * 

And whereas it is essential to the peace, the happiness, 
and safety of this Colony, that*the Continontal Association 
should be strictly observed, and that all violators of the 
same should be duly punished * . 

Be it further ordained, That from and after tho pas- 
sing of this Ordinance, all Merchants, Traders, or other 
persons who shall import into tls Colony any goods, 
wares, or merchandise, contrary to the said Continental 
Association, (except in cases allowed by the General Con- 
gress, or the General Convention,) shall forfeit the goods, 
wares, or merchandise, so imported; and if any person, 
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or persons, so offending, shall refuse or fnil to deliver up 
the said goods, wares, or merchandise, when required hy 
the Committee of Safety so to do, he, she, or they, so re- 
fusing or failing, shall forfeit and pay the full value thereof 
in money ; and, in either case, shall, moreover, be for ever 
rendered inenpable of trading in this Colony. And if any 
person, or persons, shall hereafter put on board any vessel, 
or vessols, for exportation, or shall hereafter export any pro- 
duce of this Colony contrary to the said Association, ex- 
cept as aforesaid, he, she, or they, so offending, shall forfeit 
the cargo, or cargocs, so put on board or exported, or the 
value thereof; and all and every vessel, or vessels, in which 
any such goods, wares, or merchandise, shall be imported, 
or in which any such produce shal! be exported, shall be, 
moreover, forfeited to the use of this Colony, and the 
moueys arising therefrom paid into the Treasury, for the 
publick use. 

Provided, nevertheless, That no such vessel ov vessels 
aforesaid shall ba forfeited, except the value of the goods, 
wares, and merchandise, therein imported, or of the pro- 
Hone exported, axceed the sum of iwenty Pounds ster- 
ing. 

Aud be it further ordained, That if any person, or 
persons, shall hereafter, by writing, or otherwise, order any 
goods, wares, or merchandise whatsoever, to be imported 
into this Colony contrary to the Continental Association, 
excopt as aforesaid, all and overy such person, or persons, 
so offending, shall, upon conviction thereof, be for ever ren- 
dered incapable of trading in this Colony ; and every euclt 
offender, so convicted, who shall trade within this Colony 
contrary to this Ordinance, shall suffer, for every such 
offence, three months imprisonment, without bail or main- 
prize. 

And whereas it is expediont and necessary, the better 
to determine alf offences within this Ordinance, and for the 
more speedy carrying into axecution the several penalties 
and forfeitures incurred thereby, that persons sliseld be 
appointed to take cognizance of the same: Be it therex 
fore ordained, That John Blair, James Holt, and Ed~ 
mind Randolph, Esquires, or any two of them, be, and 
they are se constituted Judges to try and determine 
on all matters relating to vessels and their cargaes; which 
said judges shall haye power to appoint an Advocate, Clerk, 
and such other porson as they may think proper to act as 
Marshal, who shall, from time to time, execute all process 
of the said Court, to be issued and signed by tho Clerk 
thereof, And all witnesses who shall be summoned, and 
fail to appear and attend the said Court, on such day as 
their attendance was required, shall forfeit and pay the sum 
of fifty shillings, for which the said Court shall have power 
to give judgment, and award execution thereupon ; and the 
said fines, when recovered, shall be paid to tho Treasurer 
for tho time being, for the use of this Colony. 

Provided always, That any witness failing to appear 
boforo and attend the said Court, as aforosaid, shall, at any 
time within three months, be allowed such excuse as the 
said Court may think reasonable; and overy witness at- 
tending the said Court shall havo the same allowance as a 
witness attending the General Court. 

And be tt further ordained, That, in all cases of con- 
demnation made of vessels or oargoes by the said Court, ihe 
person, or persons, proprietors thoreof, shall, if they incline 
so to do, have an appeal to the Committee of Safety, on 
giving bond and security, in the sum of twenty Pounds, 
for duly prosecuting such appeal within thirty days from 
the time of granting the same; and the determination of 
the said Committee of Safety thereupon shail be concin- 
sive, And in all cases where no such appenl'shall be de~ 
sired, the said Court shall appoint the Marshal to sell and 
disposa of such condemned vessels and cargoes. ’ 

And be it further ordained, That the Judges aforesaid 
shall, before entering upon the execution of their office, 
take the following Oath, to be administered by the Com- 
mittee of Safety, to wit: “I... , do swear, that Twill, 
truly and faithfully execute the office of a Judge of Ad- 
mirally, according to an Ordinance of Convention; und 
that Lwill do equal right and justice to all men, to the best 
of my judgment, without favour, affection, or partiality. So 
help me God.” And the said Judges, being so sworn, shall 
administer the following Onith to the Clerk and Maishal, that 
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istosay: “I... , do swear, that 1 will well and truly 
demean myself (as Clork or Marshal, ag the case may be) 
jn the execution of my oflice; and that I will faithfully 
and truly, to the best of my power, execute all orders of 
the Court of Admiralty, without favour, affection, or par- 
tality. So help me God.” 

And be it further ordained, That the Judges, being so 

qualified, shall meet at such place within this Colony as 
they may think most proper for the execution of their said 
office, and shall have full power and authority to adjourn 
from day to day, and from time to timo, to such other place 
as to them may appear necessary. And there shall be al- 
lowed and paid to each of the said Judges, by the Trea- 
surer for the time being, the sum of twenty-five shillings 
per day for each day of sitting in, or travelling to or from, 
the said Court, for their services; and that there shall also 
bo paid to the Advocate, Clerk, and Marshal of tho said 
Cowt, so much for their services ag shall bo thought rea- 
sonable, in tho opinion of tho Judges of the said Court, for 
each respective capture. And tho said Judges shall have 
full power and authority (o displace or remove, at any time, 
such aflicers of their appointnicnt as to them shall appoar 
necessary, 

And be it further ordained, That the Committee of 
Safety may, and they are hereby required to commission 
five members of the Committee of each County in this 
Colony, to be recommended to them by the respective 
County Committces, to tako cognizance of, and determine, 
all offanecs contained in this Ordinance which may arise 
within thoir respective Countics, except such as relate to 
vesgels and thoir cargoes; which said Commissioners, so 
appointed, shall take an oath welt and truly to discharge 
tho duty of Commissioners for their respective Counties, 
agroaubly to this Ordinance, which oath shall be first taken 
by tho porson first named in the said commission, in tho 
presence of the other Commissioners, and by him after- 
wards adwinistorad to them, And (he said Commissioners, 
or any three of thom, shall be and they are hereby eonsti- 
tuted a Court for the purposes aforesaid, with fall power 
and authority to meet at the Court-house of their respec 
tivo Counties, or such other convenient place as they may 
think propor; and tho Clerk of the Commitice of the said 
County, and the Sheriff thereof, having first taken the like 
oath of oflice directed to bo taken by the officers of the 
Court of Admiralty, shall attend tho said Court, and in all 
things perform the duties of their respective oflices, in Jike 
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manner as is directed for the officers of the Court of Ad- 
miralty, which said officers shall be paid by the Preasurer 
of this Colony such reasonable allowance for their services 
as the said Court shall direct. 

And be it further ordained, That in all wials pursuant 
to this Ordinance, the Commissioners aforesaid shall cause 
a jury to be summoned, and proceed in the same manner 
as hath been heretofore observed for the trial of civil causes 
in this Colony; and in case of condemnation, the suid 
Court shall appoint Commissioners for taking care of and 
managing the estate of the offenders as aforesaid, in such 
manner as is hereinbefore directed. 

Provided, nevertheless, The defendant or defondants 
shall have liberty to appeal, as aforesaid, to the Commit« 
teo of Safety, whose judgment shall be final, 

And be it further ordained, That if any slave, or slaves, 
shall be hereafter taken in arms against this Colony, or in 
the possession of an enemy, through their own choice, the 
Committee of Safety shall havo full péwer and authority 
to transport such slave, or slaves, to any of the foreign Fest 
India Islands, there to be disposed of by sale, and the mo- 
noy arising fom such sale to be laid out in the purchase of 
Arins and Ammunition, or otherwise applied to the use of 
this Colony, as the Committee of Safety shall judgo most 
proper; and in caso such slayos, so taken in arms, or in 
tho possession of un enemy, cannot be transported with 
convenience to this Colony, tho sane shall be disposed of 
for the uso of this Colony, or returned to the owner or 
owners of such slaves, or otherwise dealt with according 
to an act of Assembly for punishing slaves committing 
capital offunces, as the Committoe of Safety may judgo 
mast proper. 

Provided always, and be it further ordained, That the 
owner or ownors of such slave sbull bo paid, by the Lrea~ 
suror of this Colony for the time being, the full amount of 
such sale, or value of such slaves, afer deducting the ex 
ponses and charge of transportation ; whieh said valuation 
shall be made by the Commissioners in each County afore~ 
said, and certified to the Committeo of Safety, a shall 
thereupon grant their warrant, directed to the Treasurer, 
for payment of tho value of such slave ag aforesaid. 

Ani be it further ordained, Chat this Ordinance shall 
he published at the Court-houso of each County, by the 
Sherif’y and at the soveral Churches and Meoting-houses 
in each Parish, by the clgrk or reador, immediately after 
diving service. 





ADDRESS OF THN GENTLEMEN, ETO. OF THE CITY OF CAR 
LISLE, 

Address of the Gentlomen and principal Inhabitants of 
the City of Carlisde, presentod to His Majesty by Lhomus 
Graham, M.D. 

Lo the King’s Most vcellont Majesty. 
‘The haunble Address of the Gentlemen and principal In- 
habitants of the City of Cantasue, 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

Wo humbly bog leave to approach your sacred person, 
and acknowledge in your presence the deep sense we ontor- 
tain of your Majesty’s unexampled patronage of the su- 
premest af blassings—tho liberty of tho subject. 

Penetrated with your unceasing attention to cherish and 
sadvance to luxuriant maturity this birthright of Britons, 
we behold with horror the base innovations and black. in- 
‘gratitude of rebellious Americans, 

" Stuck with admiration of your Majesty’s wise and Icni- 
seht measures, we bog leave to assure your Majesty that wo 
will exett ourselves to the utmost in supporting the rights 
cof the Crown, and tho authority of Parliament; and that 
nothing, on our part, shall be wanting to counteract the 
‘frantic and nefarious machinations of aristocratic or Repub- 
Hican traitors. 


ADDRESS OF THE GENTLEMEN, OLERCY, FREEMEN, FRER- 
HOLDERS, ETC., OF DUBLIN, 

- Address of the Gentlemen, Clorgy, Freemen, Free- 

ae Merchants, Traders, Manufacturers, and other 

Citizens-of Dublin, transmitted to the Right Honourable 





Tord Viscouyt Weymouth, onc of His Majosty’s principal 
Svorotaries of State, and pragonted to Elis Majesty. 


To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, 

The humble Address of the Gentlemen, Clorgy, Ireemen, 
tpecholders, Merchants, Traders, Manufacturers, and 
other Citizens of Dunuin. 

May it please your Majesty: : 

We, the Gentlemen, Clorgy, Freemen, Freeholders, 
Merchants, Traders, Manufacturers, and other Citizens of 
Dublin, the motropolis of your Majesty’s kingdom of Jre~ 
land, focling ourselves-at this tino partidularly called upon, 
embrace with pleasure the opportunity of tostifying to 
your Majesty our steadfast loyalty and zealous attachment 
to your sacred person, crown, and dignity; for the preser- 
vation and honour of which we are, and ever shall be ready, 
to devote our lives and fortunes ; truly sensible of the hap- 
piness we enjoy under your Majesty’s mild and auspicious 
Government. Ps 

We hear, with equal Sorrow and astonishment, that 
many of your misguided subjects in America have with- 
dvawn themselves from thoif allegiance to your Majesty, 
We lament that, influenced by the counsels of wicked and 
dosiguing men, they have"even dared to adopt a system 
tending to render themselves independent of the parent 
country ; yet, deaply affected by the troubles subsisting in 
the Colonies, we have the fullest relianco on your Majesty’s 
wisdom and justice, that you will pursue with Grmness such 
measures as may .tend effectually to restore the violated 
rights of the British Empire. t 

We feel ourselves bound at so important and critical a 
conjuncture, most humbly and zealously to lay our hearts 
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at tho foot of tho Throno, and to express our warmest grati- 
tudo for’ your Majesty's paternal goodness to this your 
Kingdom of Freland, so recently aud s0 amply shown by 
soveral sets of the British Pariinmont for the oncourngo- 
ment of our commerce, manufactures, and agriculture. 
And our duty also loads us to acknowledge the grateful 
senso we entertain of your Majesty’s peculiar indulyence, 
in sonding to proside over us so excallent a Chief Gover- 
hour; to whose faithful representation of our loyalty and 
altachmont we attribute those important advantages which 
hava flowed to us from your yoyal protection and favour, 

Alamed with apprehensions for what we have heard, 
and grateful for the blessings we feel and enjoy, we cannot 
avoid fervently to offer our prayers to the Adnighty for tho 
preservation of your Majesty’s royal puison and family ; 
that your reign over us may bo long and happy, and that 
you may ever triumph over the enemies of our glorious 
Constitution. z 


PAUL MIOMEAU TO THR NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 
Rishnond County, Decombor 1, 1778, 

Sm: I received yours of the 24th ult, last night, and 
expected that our Committoe had acquainted the Congress 
ore this of tho stato of the County relies to the choosing 
now Deputios, 

When Lreturnad from Congress, | immediately aequaint- 
ed thom that the Congress was dissolvad, and bad ordured 
tho Coumittoos in oueh Comty to convene tha people to 
elect deputies, and dosired them to advertise all such pere 
gong in the Connty. ag had aright vhoosw representatives 
in Gonornt Assomblye Lam now to inform you, that, agroo- 
ably to my request, a meeting of the Committea was called 
to advertise, and not x majority appearing, those that did 
Appony, concluded thoy were not empowered to act. Since 
which nothing has beon dona. 

Should be glad the Congress would weite the Conmittea 
to sond their reasons for not convening the poaple, A list 
of their names you will doo at hottom, 

‘Vhe situation of my family is such, at present, chat it the 
peaple should think proper to choose ina again, Lean, hy 
na incans, serve. 

‘That tho presont Congress may endeavour to keep tran 
quillity end good order in our Proving, and make peace 
with our mother country, is thy sineero aud fervent wisl 
of, your most sincoro friend and humble servant, 

Paun Miomav, 

P.S, Please to communicate this wo the Gongross. 


To Mr, Robert Benson. 


Commnittea’s nana s—Captnin Join Ketdletas, Captain 
Christian Jacobson, Guptain Cornelius Distsaway, 1 ba 
Perine, David Latourette, Vsq., Peter Merserean, doin 
Poillon, Mores Duyny, Lunbert Merrill, John Vyren, 
Joseph Christupher, Goarye Barnes, Daniel Corsen, 


PROUDAMATION WY GOVEUNOUIC TRYON, 

DBy his Bevelloney, Wiran Puvon, sy, Caplaine Gen 
eval and Governoursine Chief in und over the Province 
of New-Yorneind the ‘Lerritorics depending thercan, 
in America, Chancellor and Vico Admiral of the sane, 

A. Procramarion, 


Whoroas tho General Assombly of this Provinco stands 
proroguod to tho sixth day of December instant, [ have 
thought fit, for [is Majasty’s sorvice, to proroguto, and I 
do by and with the aivice ol [is Majesty’s Council, fur. 
ther provogue the anid General Assombly to the first day 
of January next; of which all His Muajosty’s subjecis 
concerned therein are required to uke notice, nnd govern 
theives noaordin ly” 

(Given under my hand and sgal at arn, tu the City of 
Notw»Yoric, the tts day of Dicalahir, ond thousand nics 
hundred‘and seventy-five, in tho sixtoonth year of the reign 
of our Sovereign Lord George tho, Third, hy the grace of 
God, of Great-Britain, Fvance; and Ireland, King, De- 
fondor of the Faith, and so forth. ° 


By his Excelloney’s command ; 
Sam. Ravann, Jry Secretary, 
Gon save the King: : 


Wa. Tryon. 
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WUCANTATION OF DAVID TAYLOR, JUN. 
Danbury, Deoomber £, 1775. 

Whereus I have, for some time past, spoken rashly and 
inadvertently about the Congress, particularly against the 
prosent mode of proveeding of the United Colonies, in 
many of my past conversations, by which E have inured 
the displeasure of inauy of ny friends, and my eountry~ 
mon in particular: [therefore now most sinecrely asi for- 
givoneas of my friends and countrymen for those unfriendly 
spoeches, and from real conviction ‘do deelare, that [am 
hoartily sorry for my late conduct against my country, and 
further promiso that, for the future, L will not directly or 
indirectly gpeak against the Continental, or any other Con- 
gress ot Assembly struggling for their just liberties ; neither 
will 1 do any thing to frustrate any of the Colony Assacia- 
tions, but, on the contary, will do every thing in my power 
to aid and assist the United Colonies in opposing the wicked 
and tyrannical menses of the {2 {ish Ministry, and malo 
known all plots against Ame tea, which shall come to my 
knowledge, and, by ny behaviour, hopo to be again re- 
stored to the fayour of my countrymen, 

Davin Tayion, Jun. 

Lo the Gentlemen of the Commitieo of the Lown of Dan- 

bury. 





GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL BURGOYNE, 
Camp on Proapeot Mil, Deowmbor 1, 1775, 

Dean Sr: As Tam just informed you ave ready to 
embark for Hag land, V cannot refrain fram oneo mora tres 
passing on your putionce. An opportunity is new pro- 
seule of immortulizing yourself as tho saviour of your 
county. She whole Hritih Minpire stinds tottering ou 
the Inink of rain, and you uve it in your power to pros 
vont the fatal eatastrophe 5 but ie will admit of no delay, 
For Heaveu's sake avail yourself of tho precious moment 3 
putan end to the delusion; exert the yoice of a brave, 
Virtuous citizen, and (ell tha people at home they must in 
modiately rescind all'tho impolitick, iniquitous, tyrannical, 
miuderous nets 5 that they must overturn the whole fran- 
tic system, or that they me cadena. Yoo nsk me, in your 
Jotter, if i iv independence at which the Americans ain? 
Tanswer, no; the idea never entored a single American's 
head until a omost intolerable oppression forced it upon them, 
All they vequited was to remain masters of their own pra 
perty, andl be governed by tho samo equitable laws whioh 
they had enjoyed from tho first formation of the Colonies. 
Tho ties of comoction which bound thom to their parent 
country wero so dear to them, that he who would have 
ventined to have touched then, would have beon considered 
as tho most impious of mortals; but these sacred tivg tha 
fume men who have violuted or bailed the most precious 
Jaws and rights of tha people at home, dissipated or refused 
to uccount for choir weasures, tarnished the glory, and annt+ 
hilmted tho importance of tha ontion—thesa sacred: ties, T 
say, so deur to every dlmerican, Bate and bis tory adini+ 
nistration are now vending asunder, 

You ask whether it is the weight of taxes of which they 
complain? Tanswer, no; it is tho pringiplo they combat; 
and thoy would be guilty in tho oyes of God and men, of 
tha presont world and all posterity, did they not rejeot it; 
for if it were abnitted, they would have nothing that thoy 
could call their own. ‘Thoy would bo in a worse condition 
than the wretched slaves in the Moest-dudda Islands, whose 
little peculium has over been esteemed inviolnio. But 
whinchare should T dwell on this? Is not the case of 
Ireland the same with theirs? hoy are subordinate to 
the British Lmpire, they are subordinate to tho Parliament, 
of Great Britain, but they (x thamsolves. Why, as the 
case is similar, do not you begin with them? But he 
know, Mr. Bunrayne, wudacions as the Ministry aro, ¢ oy 
daro not attempt it. ‘hero is ano part of your lettor which, 
YT confess 1 do not thoroughly onc earns If L recolleot 
right, (for 1 unfortunately have wot the Jotter by me,) you 
suy that if tho priviloge of taxing Uemselves is what the 
clmericans claim, the contost is at_an end. You surely 
cannot allude to the propositions of North, Tt is impos- 
siblo that you should not think with me, and all mankind, 
that those propositions are no more ar less then adding to 
a most abominable opprossion & moro abominable insult, 
But to recur to the question of America’s aiming at indo~ 
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pendence. Do any instructions of any one of the Provinces 
to their Ropresentatives or Delegates, furnish tho loast 
ground for this suspicion? On the contrary, do they not 
all breathe the strougest attachment aud filial piety for their 
parent country ? But if she discards all the natural ten- 
derness of mother, and acts the part of a cruel step-dame, 
it must naturally be expected that their affections cease ; 
the Ministry leave them no alternative—aud servire, aut 
alicnari ‘hubent, It is in bunan nature—it is a moral obli- 
gation, to adopt tho Intter. But the fatal separation hus 
not yet taken placo, and yourself, your single sul, my friend, 
may perhaps prevent if, Upon the Ministry [am afiaid 
you can make no impression. ‘Lo repeat a hackneyed 
quotation, 
“Thoy aro in blood, 

Stoop'd in go far, Chat should thoy wade no sore, 

“Lo return would bo ag todious as to go o'er.” 
Bat if you will at onco break off all connections with these 
pernicious men—if you will waive all consideration bat the 
salvation of your country, Great Britain may stand as 
much indebted to General Burgoyne as Rome was to her 
Canillus, Do not, { enweat you, my dear sir, think this 
the mad rhapsody of an enthusiast, nor the cant of a fac- 
tious, designing man, for in these colours [am told J am 
frequontly painted. 1 swear by all that’s sacred, as J hope 
for comfort and honour in this world, and to avoid misery 
jn the next, dint E most earnestly and devoutly love my 
native country; that UC wish the sume happy relution to 
subsist for ages, betwixt hor and her children, which has 
mised the wido arch of her empire to so. stupendous and 
enviable a hoizht; but at the same time Tayow, that if the 
Parliamont and people should be depraved cnough to sup- 
port any longor tho present Ministry in their infernal sehen, 
my zeal and reverence for the rights of humauity are so 
mueb greater than my fondness for any particular spat, 
even the placo of my nativity, that bad Fany influence in 
the councils of America, LE would advise not to hesitate a 
single instant, but decisively to cut tho Gordian knot now 
besmeared with civil blood. 

This, L know, is strong, emphatiek language, and might 
pass, with men who are strangers to the flame which the 
love of liberty is capable of lighting up in tho human 
breast, fora proof of my insanity; but you, sir, you, un- 
loss I havo mistaken you fiom the beginning, well conceive 
that a man in his sober senses may possess such feelings. 
Tn my sober senses, therefore, permit me, once more, most 
earnestly (o entreat and conjure you to exert your whole 
force, energy, and talents, to stop the Ministry iv this their 
headlong career, If you labour in vain, (as Emust repeat 
1 think will be the case,) address yoursell’ to the people ut 
large. By a ek this method, Jam so: sanguine as to 
ussure mysolf of your success; and your publick character 
will ho ag illustrious as your porsonal quuliticn ave wninhte, 
to all who intimately know you, By your mans, the Co. 
Jonists will long continue the farmers, planters, and. ship- 
wrights of Groat Britain; but if the present course is pur 
sisted in, an eternal divorce mist inevitably tako place. 
As to the idea of subduing them into servitude, and Indemn- 
nifying yourselves for the expense, you aust be convinced, 
Jong before this, of its absurdity. 

should not, perhaps, be extravagant, if J advaneod that 

all the ships of the ward would be too few to transport 
fora ‘sufticiont to conquar threo millions of people, unani- 
motsly determined to sacrifico cvory thing to ikerty. But 
if it wero possibile, the victory would bo not less ruinous 
than the defeat, You would only destroy your own strength, 
No revenue can possibly be extracted out of this country, 
The army of placemen might be increased, but her circui- 
téiis commerce, founded on perfect freedom, which alone 
cat furnish riches to the metropolis, would fall to tho 
ground. But the dignity of Great Britain, it seoms, is at 
stake! Would you, sir, if in the heat of passion you had 
struck a oe drummer of your regiment, and afterwards 
discovered that you bad done it unjustly, think it any for- 
feiture of your dignity to acknowledge the wrong? No, 
(Lam well aequainted with your disposition,) you would 
ask him pardon at the head of your rogiment. 

,,I shall now conclude (if you'will excuse tho pedantry) 

with a sentence of Latin: “Justun est bellum quibus neces- 
a at pia arma quibug nulla, nist in armis, relinguitur 
ri 
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Tanost sincerely wish you a quick and prosperous voy+ 
age, and that your happiness and glory may reeerunl tO 
the idea ] have of your merits, us Dam, with tho greatest 
trath and aflection, yours, &ee 
C, Linn 


‘To General Burgoyne. 
oy 
COLONEL, MOYLAN FO COLONEL WENTWORTH, 
Clady, Dewotbin by Veta. 
Sues Your favour of the 27th Game walt to hand, ata 
tine when weowere all Dushed sith the wragenble acount 
of Captain Mandy's baving ken a prize of the atuost vous 
sequence, which made ua jook over the potatooy wud ties 
nipsof Captain Adams; but now, being wlitle cool, Tasane 
you Edo sot think Adias’s ban fortune so despicable, 
Though of litte value tous, i is depriving tha chamy of 
what fo then would: be of consequened. As to the pale 
soners, wish you had kept or dixchurted them. Tn fie 
ture you will please to Toc che Committe esarmine siete it 
in these circumstances may Call inte your hands, aad they 
will judgo of tho best cite of disposing OF thant Pho 
money you advance most be a ehargy against the capone. 
Tdoalt not of Capuin cldcana’s feapuliay and attention j 
you will therefore supply lim with whit necessaries te 
calls for, You will please to dispose of tho earygo by the 
Rafnbow, wid lay up the schooner until faethia orders 5 
though, if a enonable prico cin be gat for ber, you ny 
dispose of her. 'Phis i left to your hetter judgiunt. 
have suppliod Beafamia ton dolla towards delaying: libs 
expense bark. This mast alse bycone i charge apna the 
capture, LE hopo sidan will soon tale sue a yuian ae 
Manly bas, 2 roully believe the eargo could dat east 
short of 210,000 sterting, ‘Tou ie invaltuthle, 
Adion, my daar sie Bollove me your neaned fitad, 
So Movnans 
Colouel Josh Wentworth, Portsmouth, 


COLONDL MOYLAN (TQ WILLTABE WATHON 
Cambri, Deaurabon d, Peat, 

Sirs Your fayours of the 23d and 2Nch uldine are come 
to hand, Captain Cofe's fieotonant: fas been tev, oud 
givos an account of hia schuoner being se old and eragy ts 
to be unfit for the servica, he is employed in, HP dere 
was a possibility of fitting a better vol out in six or 
eight days, and rymoving the una tke. from on board the 
schooner, bis Baxcelleney: woull bid it euuli he done, 
av there aie storesship and tan pare expected ull this 
month, But that motinous spiitwhich weiss cheoujeh Chas 
raitings und snilors, maker the General dequn ab your 
boing ablo to fleet this Go sny: purpong ao tae TE lefieve 
it iy best to give tho adtiie ap, and vot pot the pabliek toc 
imnoeossNy expenbo. You pauish bo dias proper jure ja 
this mation, "Lo you his Msxecglloney layer it, alvin thay 
that if tho veasel caanot bo fied, and mon williys to po in 
her iv the nboyemontioned tina, you ave to bay the sehoo- 
ner up, have the aannuition, stares, aad overy thing on 
hoard curofilly saouved, a proper inventory taku of them, 
sigued by the proper oflivers, tid wenstitted to heatyaare 
tora by the first good conveyance, Shaild this be noes 
sary, you will please to juform Capttin Corte hat it is his 
Kxcolloney’s orders that he male what despatel hy can 
to camp, with tho tnen under his command, 

As to Captain Martindale's people, itis his Mxcellen« 
oy’s orders that all such as ava unwilling ¢o proceat to 
cruise with him, ha immediately sond to cainp w join their 
respective regiments, under the care of an officer; ant if 
Cuptain Martindale can, vith yonr agsistunca, pot people 
to go with him, thoy shall receive forty shillings lawtil 
mouoy por month, and oneahird of all ywizes they may 
have tho good luck to malu, divided ageeoably ty the 
instrwations given to the teaptain, Indevd, the shaven 
I haliove, Will be on a batter plan thon dherwin inet 
tioned, as it is now ander consideration of Congrogs tu 
allow ono-third of all tessels and cargoes to tha Cupar, 
Should you and Captain Mlartindade fil it impossibly to 
get men on these terms in a soasonnble time, f must onl 
say, that tho deficiency of public spirit in this sauntry is 
much more than I could posssibly huye an iden off 

His Execllency has been abrond whilat t wrate tho fore» 
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going, [tis his dosiro that ag tho brigantine is so well 
fitted, thot at all events she must be sent out to cruise. 
Sho is on the publick service, and ceromony must be waiy- 
od, so that if Captain Martigdale cannot get hands to go 
with him, you must pat in Captain Coit, or any ono elso 
that cun, as her being detained in port now may be of the 
ulmost projudice (0 the American cause, [fourteen trans- 
Ports, with military stores, sailed in company with one now 
taken by Captain’ Manly, of immense valuc.  Jtis erew 
will uke their fortunes by Manly’s activity. am sorry to 
think that this is a qualification that Martindale is deficient 
inj at least ho has given reason for the Guneral to think so. 
Could not a crow for the brigantine bo procured out of 
both vessols? Ju fine, get her out, let the expense be 
what it will, and put what captain and crew you think best 
for the good of the service on board of her, 
Tam, &c., 
Filliam Watson, Vey. Plymouth. 





5. Moynan, 


DER. JACKSON TO NEW*TAMPSUERE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 
Grsronsus: Lt having been insinuated that E have been 
absont fiom the army a considerable part of my tine since 
ny firsteutering, E bey leave hombly to inform Congross, 
that Larrived atthe army Vth of Jane. 1 tarvied until tho 
29th, when, not having a shiltol clothing, Linformed Gen, 
Folsam dhat F purposed going homo, Tle positively re 
fused it, and insisted on my tury ins as the suall-pox was 
in thy army, and not one of tho surgeous hid had tho dis- 
easy, Flowever, on my promise to return ina fiw days, 
ho consented, having: first notes my whole chirargical 
apprratuy for his son Adis, who (ae wall as overy other 
surgeon in tho New. Hampstire vgiments) was at that 
time oven dagtitute of a neadle to tigate a bleeding vessel, 
© ‘The Congrass desired me, whon nt ceter, to procure 
some proper person (a mount some field-pieces, which 1 
entloavoured to do, but could nots TE therefore tool adrawe 
ing of every member of a field-carvingo. When E arrived 
at Portsmauth T omployed mysoll’ every day, from sun 
rising to yun-sutting, in monnting tho bruss field-pieces, 
whieh are as wall oxeeuted as any on the continent On 
the 13th of Judy Preturned to dhe army, and have never 
been absent but eight days, on commnud to recruit. tho 
medicine ebest, whieh E did at Salem and Portsmouth, | 
havo now heen home fifleen days, uy wholo tine has been 
taken up in laying out fortifivntions at Avery wid New-Cas- 
dle, in making eartridqoy, and cunnistors, net porttives, for 
tho field pieces, in raising aud exergising the artillery com 
pany, ia henving and udiniatering to the imumerable 
complatags of (ho soldiors ia regard to their houlth, 

Tho honorable Conpross will pleas to observe, that 1 
first porform my business and then ask for such a seward 
as Choy shall jude reasauable, while other, conscious of 
choiy own inabilitios, would not ventare their performances 
upon the smo isso, but insist an laryo and remarkable 
atiponds bulora they unter the service, 

If there ia tho lenst abjection in Congress to grant mo 
the commiasion asked for, { mn so lity anxious to continua 
in the servicg, that L bog lonve to revact the request, 

I xalamly coclare that | hava nover reacived but one 
shilling and four pehes, and lave not charged more than 
twonty shillings sinco the 17th day of June, though my 
accounts for sovon yoars pnst have nover heen Joss than 
throo hundred and thirty pounds lawlal money. 

; ‘ Li. Jackson, 
To tho Honourable President and Members of the New 

LZampshive Congress, 

cette: _ 
ADDRESS OF CIE MAGISITATES, BIC. OF THE VOROUCIT 
oy ynnnURatt. 

Address of tho Magistrates and own Council of the 
ancient Borough of Jedburgh, winsmuitted to tho Kart of 
Suffolk, one of Eis Mujosty’s principal Secretaries of State, 
and presented to His Majesty. 

Zo the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, 
The humble Address of the Magistrates and ‘Lown Coun- 

; cilofJedbureh. , ; 

Most Gracious Sovereign :: 
We, your Majesty’s most loyal and dutiful, subjeots, the 
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Magistrates and ‘Town Council of your ancient borough of 
Jedburgh, bog leave, iv the present important eonjunefure, 
to express tho gratefal sense we have of your Mujesty’s 
mild and aquitable reign; of your constant and tender 
Aitention to tho happiness und honour of the uation, and 
tho religious and civil libertios of your poople, 

Tnspired with love and adiniration of our Canstitution, 
Wo cannot without alway hear doctrinus maintained sub- 
versive of the princi 








tiples upon whieh it is ostablishud ; the 
supreme power of Parliament, the basis and security of 
British liberty, denied and opposed by a grout number of 
your American subjects, who, grown insolent from pros- 
perity, and lost to all sense of justica and gratiude, pro- 
ceeding from tumult to rebellion, obstinately persevere in 
the rash and desperate purpose of shaking off their consti- 
tutional dependence on tho nother country. 

Wo feel most sensibly for those of ow American bveth- 
ren whose attachment to order and government conting- 
ally subjeots thom to violence and outrage; wo feol oven 
for those, who, misled from duty by the insidious protesta- 
tions of loyalty and patriotism under which mubitious men 
have been carrying on thait interested schemes, ara likely 
to fall vietins to their unhappy delusion, Permit us_ to 
assuro your Majesty, that we view with the highest indig- 
nation and abhorrence both their principles and designs ; 
and chat wo are ready, to tho utmost of our power, to vine 
diate and support the interests of this Kingdom, and tha 
constitutional dependence of all its Colonies. 

We confide in tho justicn and wisdom of your Majosty 
and your Parlinment, for the mengures proper to be pute 
sued, and trast chat from a suituble exertion of the powers 
of Government, and tho wisdom of your councils, their dar- 
ings attompes shall not only be fustated, but the unnatural 
intention extinguished, nity restored, aod winere pernia- 
nent taunquillity sueuiod. 

‘That this desirabla ovent may bo speedily and happily 
accomplished, ad that your Majesty may long reign in 
pence and prosperity over a hippy and grateful peaplo, is 
our ardent wish and prayer. 

Sealed and signed, for and in our nue, and by our ore 
der nd authority, in Council assembled, this second day 
of December, 1775, by 





Annarw Loonur, 


PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO COMMANDER O¥ IMENNAYEVA 
NIA MATTATION. 
Congrosn Charabor, Deaombor &, 1775, 
Soi Lam directed by Congress to order you immedi- 
ately to sund, keop, und continua, until farther orders, 
sovh and so largo a gaurd of the battalion under your com- 
mind, as you shall think proper for goarding and secure 
Keeping the vessels and stores on the whurves of Massie, 
Willing & Morris, and Mr, Cuthbert, iv the city of J'Ai- 


Fun, bee. Joun Tancoun, President, 


‘No the Ofticar Commanding the Battalion rnisud in Penn. 
aylvania, 






ladelphia, 


PABALDENT OF CONGRESS 0 GENIRAL WARTENGTON. 
Philadelphia, Deaombor 2, 1778, 

Sin: Your several letters from the timo the Committea 
left the camp to the 19th of Novender, inclusive, hoing 
duly received, were laid hofore Congress, on which, as woll 
ag on tho report of their Committee, they have como to, 
sundry further resolutions, whieh T have the honour to en~ 
close you, ‘ho money ordered is getting vondy, and will 
bo forwarded with all possiblo expedition, ‘The Congross 
have resolved to make n further omission of threo millions 
of dollars, which 1 hopo wil) be finished, and such supplies 
forwarded ng will answer your exigencies, nod ennblo you 
for the future to pay the army monthly, and full your 
other ongagements, ar . 2 

1 forward yon several commissions for the ofticors of the 
armed vessels, alao a numbor of printed articles for tho te-- 
gulation of the army as altered, me 

For the recamniendation of Coptain Crafts and Mi, 
Trott, to he appointed oflicors in the regiment of artiflory, 
and the stops to bo pursued with respect ‘to the release 0 
Colonel Ethan Allen, 1 bog leaye to refer you, to the ra- 
solutions enclosed. . 
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I herewith sond you a commission for Henry Know, as 
Colonel of the regiment of artillery. 

The onclosod accounts of advances to tho riflo compa- 
nies, you will please to order the Paymnstor-Genoral to 
deduct from their pay, agreoably to the seyeral charges. 

I have nothing further in command from the Congress. 

Yosterday we received advice by an oxpress [rom the 

Jommitieo of Mrederick, in Maryland, that Connolly and 
threo associates wore taken prisoners, and are now Mm con- 
finemont in that county. by his oxamination taken, and 
the papers found with him, the deposition of his servant, 
which you transmitted to Congress, is fully confumed. 

This day we received advice from Southampton, in Vir- 
ginia, that Lord Dunmore has orected his standard xt Nor- 

falk, proclaimed martial law, invited the nogrovs to join 
him, and offered them freedom ; for which purposes ha 
has issued a proclamation from on board the ship where ho 
rosides ; and that two counties haya been obligad to sub- 
mittohim. Iowovor, 1 hope such measures are inking ws 
will spoadily and offectually ropel his violence, and seco 
tho pence and safety of that Colony, 

The committee have just brought in their report on the 
vessel taken by the people of New-Hampshire, As soon 
as the Congross have come to a determination theroon, | 
shall do myself the pleasure to transmit it to you. 

In the mean time, with sincero and homty wishes for 

our safety, happiness, and prospority, T haye tho honaur to 


2, ait Bes, doun Hancocx, Lresident. 
To General /ashington. 


PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO COVERNOUR TRIAMNUEY, 
Philadelphia, Deoumbn 2, 1778, 

Sm: Tho Congress having found it necussary to send 
Commissioners to the northward to consult with General 
Schuyler, among other things have jnstructed then to ase 
their best endeavours to induce tho men to tainlist for ono 
year fiom the first of January vext, in the Continontal sev. 
vico ; and for the encourngomant of the Conncetiont troops, 
who have nat been mustered by the Deputy Mustermastaee 
Goneral, thoy have given direotions that such as rotnlist 
be paid all arroars that may be due to thom, according to 
the rolls to be sent by you. 

You will bo pleased, therefore, a4 soon ay possible, to 
transmit to General Sehuyler, hy oxpross, the rolls of such 
of your Colony as aro omployed in that department, ascer- 
taining how long the men have been in tho sei vico, 

T encloso you tho resolutions of Congress respeeting the 
disposition of tho officers tnkon at 9%, John’s; by which 
you will percoivo they ara to be stationed in the lower 
pats of Lebanon and Pindham, aud to bo upon their pa« 
role, and undor cortain rostriations theroin mentioned, which 
yon will plense to ordor to be oxecutod, and whon eflucted, 
tranamit mo a copy signed by each aflicer, to be laid helore 
tho Congross, 

Lam divectod hy Congrors to inform you that no hounty 
is to bo allowed tha soldicrs on yoinlistmont, but the 
General is divectod to pay such soldiors as will reinlist 
for the succocding yonr, their wagos for tha months of Oc- 
tober,'November, and December, and also to advance to 
them one month’s pay; and Lam ordored to recommend 
1o you to promote tho recruiting service in tho present 
army’, as well as in tho particular Colony, 

T have the honour to be, &., 

Joun Hancoor, President, 


PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS 'TO NEW-ITAMPSHIRE CONVEN+ 
a sh TION. 
Philadelphia, Decombor 2, 1778, 

Gzyruemen: The enclosed resolutions I trananit you 
by order of Congross, Your zeal in tho cavso rondors 
any further recommendation unnecessary, 

Tiaving nothing moro iti chargo to communicate, and 
being much engagad in despatching oxprosses, I can’t add, 
hat that Iam, with much respect, gentlemen, your most 


obediont servant, 
? Joun Hanooox, President. 


To the President and Merpbors of the Convention of New- 
‘Hampshire. 


n 
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YHLODORE VAN WYCK TO NEWYORK CONGTLEASS 
Now-York, Dacoushde @, 177, 


Suet Thave the honour to be olected a momber af thie 
Congress, but aim sony tho gublick id not daly consider 
my infirmity in respect to my heaving, which ronilery nit 
avery unfit person to discharge that importint trast, aa f 
an not able to distinguish or undestind any agument of 
debate, unless the speakers ave yory near me, which always 
gives ine extreme palo and oneness. Lhumbly bop, 
thorefie, dy cus of my pon-attundanea, that the guntly- 
mon of the Cangross, will nat impute it to any oawillingnass 
in me to serve; for Fean assmo thom that Pun a friend to 
the rights and libauties of my comby, and will cheertully 
hour my part of the burden to progerve then inviolate in 
any thing that Tun capable of, or properly qualified for. 

1 have the honour to bo, shy yours and their very: bain 


We serennt, ‘Trnonone Van Wye, 
‘Vo Colonal WoodAudl, Presideat of ia New-York Pia 
vineinl Congiesa. 


DECLAUATION OF WHOMAB COLDEN, 
Now. York, Docwnhor 7, 1775. 


Thomas Colden, Uigh Shorit of Ulster County, baving 
seovived cho King’s prochimution, with Govurnour Cryon's 
subjoined, gave public notion that he jotended reading 
sail proclamation at St. dladrew'a Chareh, in Vater 
County, on Saturday, tho 2d of December, L715, to all 
sual ofticors, both civil aud military, and all thera that 
chosy to attnd,  Whorenpon the Gommitten of Hanover 
Beooined (the plea of bin sesideseu) mat wich fecal de 
thair duty to oppose avery meautie that would: Javea 
fendeney to stenythen the: finds of ministerial tyranyy 
and that would, on tho other hand, woaken or discourage, 
the promoters aud aitppoiterd ot diner iean fieadan, and 
thereupon applied to the commanding offione ot the regi« 
ment of mihna to whieh they belong, who iniediately 
oidered four companies of militia to march to tha ahowds 
montionud choreh, whore all the officera (Capt. Cadautle- 
der and CO. Colden, dun, oxeeptad,) and most af their mn 
attended, together with three companies of minute-men, 
at which time and place tho followin dualaration wan at 
fered to the Shevif], and then read to the even conipantiod 
then and there present, who onuninmudly uegepted theres 
of, aa full satistuction forthe Grit pablick ofvnce 5 whiel 
declaration he publicly signed atthe bead of tho seven 
enivanies then under ann, and iT the prevanes af a great 
minnber of spectators dsenmbled on the oecwdion, who dere 
upon were tlismigsed and separated without the Teast ean 
fusion or digurdar, 

DRUDATATIONS 

“Tdo hereby dolnowladgo thot L have aeted in meh a 
nmiauvay ax to draw the reaeotinant of all thos that hava 
appeared Giands to the trae interest of dhe Uatted Colas 
nies, and supporters of the menses of tha Continental 
ond Provineiu) Congross tnd that Pane savry for it, mnt 
tint Lowill for tho fata wet and belive asa find wo Ue 
moasures tidopled hy tho United Colonies: Aud that i 
Will hereafter, whenover required by tha Committes wherg 
1 rosida, bo aiding und assisting in carving inte execution 
the resolves of tho Continental and Provincial Congresses, 
on all occasions, as far as in me lies, 

“Givon under my hand nt St Andrew's Church, in 
Leanover Precinct, in Ulster County, the @d day of Dew 


cember, L116, ; 
a Tuosae Cotman, Sheorig” 


e ‘ 
EXTRACY OF A LETTER FROM AN OF FIGER IN THE NOITTE 
ERN ARMY, DATED MON@UBAL, DECHNBER &, I'T15, 


Last night Gen, Wooster reevived information, hy late 
tore from Joucharville, dmt a plan was Ind for uty aff 
tha communication botween Cen, Montgomery's army and 
our garrison, and at one stroke to destray nll the fiends of 
the United Colonics s+that n magazine of arms, &e was 
doposited with a captain of tho militias that the schema 
Was concertod and to bo conducted by St, Lave La Cornea, 
who had a strong party in readiness to put it in oxooution, 

On this intolligenco Col. Ritzema, with a dotachment 
of ono hundred mon, among whont was part of my adr 


157 


pany, wa ordared in quost of the principal persons men- 
tionod inthe information, About ten o'clock at night 
ombarked in threo batteaus, crossed the river, and marched 
about twelve niles to Boucharville, whero wo surprised 
and took St. Ladee Tia Corne} his son-in-law, Major Cane 
bell, and saveral others, whont we brought to General 
FPooster, who ordored thom to La Prairie, in order to be 
sent down to one of the United Colonies. 

Edo not think the information was supportod hy sufi- 
cient ovidence, but it was such as made it indispensablo 
for the General to act as he did; and St. Luke La Corne 
was known to bo a very dangerous person in Canada, 
Our garrison is weak, but Gencial /Vooster is tuking the 
most prudent and spirited measures to put in the best or- 
der of dlefenco possible, I hope a full conviction of the 
very great importanco of this place, and the necessity of 
a powerfal army to defend the possession, in. obtaining 
which Providence hps favoured us in soremarkable a man- 
nor, will stimulato athe United Colonies to send speedy 
and amplo supplics of men, well fitted with evory article 
necessary to that end; ton thousnnd men will secure the 
country against all attempts that may be made to retake it 
from thom, 





COMMITTED OF VILE ASSEMBLY TO GOVEUNOUR TRUMRUEE. 

Llartford, Devombur 8, 1778, 

TToxovnen Sin: Tho enclosed lotter was delivered to 
the Pay-tablo last ovaning, but, ay we are not entpowered 
to take tho publick monyys into our banda, or proceed to 
Roxbury ae desirod, must roler the mutter entirely to your 
Tlonour’s direction, Should it be thonpht best that soma- 
body go down, it appears to ms that it moat bo such ag 
have bean most conversuint with the paper and accounts, 
eand that not loss than two hands will be suflicient for tho 
purpose of settling and paying, but submit the propriety 
and direction of tho whole to your Honour, 
And are, with grout regard, your most obedient huushle 

servants, a DPreni, 
J. Srvatoun, 
O, Braaworri, 

P. 8. Wo beg lowva to ohsorve to your Honour that the 
Captains of tho several companies ara now charged with a 
number of gang and accounements bought by the Colany. 
Thesu thoy must be aceountuble® for at settlement, unless 
somebody is empowered to reccive the game, whoso ro» 
coipt may dichargo thet Paymustera. VT, & 


en 


GHNBRAL WABILINGLON TO QOVERNOUR TAUANULE, 
Chambildys, Docomber 8, 1775, 

Sut ‘Phe ronson of my giving, you tho trouble of this 

is the Jate extraordinary aud roprehonsiile conduct of somo 
of the Conneeticut woops. Some tine ago, apprehending 
that somo of thom might bo inclined to go home whon 
thoir tine of indictment should bo up, 1 applied to the 
ofticurs of the sovaral roginonts to know whether it would 
be agrecablo to the mon to continue until the first of Janne 
ary, or until v sufficient: number of other foreus could bo 
roigod to supply ther plicos; who informed ine that they 
heliovad the whole of thom would readily stay till that 
could bo offectod. faving discovered last woelt that they 
wero very unensy to leave tho servico, and determined 
upon it, [thought it expedient to summon tho general 
officers at head-quarters, and invited a delegation of the 
General Court to bo present, that suitable measures might 
bo adopted for tho defence and support of our lines, ‘The 
rosult was, that three thousand Minute-mon and Militia of 
thid Provineo, and two thousand men from New-Lanp- 
shird, should be oalled in by the 10th instant for that pure 
poss. With this determination the Connecticut troops 
wore made a aren and raguested and ordered toge- 
main hore, ag the time of most of them would not bo out 
before tho 10th, when thoy would be rolieved, Notwith- 
standing this, yestorday morning mogt of them resolved to 
leave tho camp; many went off and the utmost vigilance 
and industry were usad to apprehend them; several got 
away with their arms and ammunition. I haye enclosed 
you a list of the names of some of them in General Pui- 
nam’s regiment, only, who escaped, and submit to your 
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judgmont whether some oxample should not he mado of 
these aicn, who have basely doserted the enuse of thor 
country at this critical juncture, when tha enemy aro ie~ 
ceiving reinforcements, 

Lhavo tho pleasure to inform you that one of our armed 
vessels, the Jace, Captain Mandy, took und brought in 
the other day a valuable storo-ship, bound to Boston, 


Lam, &e., G, Wasuineron. 


To the Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Govornow, Se. 


COLONEL MOYLAN TO WILLIAM DANTLETD. 
Caummidgo, Docombar 2, 1775. 
Dean Sie; T have examined the papers belonging to 
the sloop Phebe, and, from them and other circumstnnees, 
it does not appear that Captain Broughton had good rea- 
son for making seizure of hor. Added to this, Governour 
Cooke, of Rhede- Island, ling wrote a letter to his Fxeel- 
loncy hy Mr. James Aborn, who is really the owner of 
this sloop, though sho was, in order to protect her from 
the enamy, mado over to Mr. noch Rust, of Nova-Sco- 
tia. At is, therofore, his Eixcelloney’s orders that you de- 
livor the sloop aforesaid, with her cargo and appurtenances, 
to Mr, Adorn ov Captain Llawhkins, who will deliver you 
this, for which this shall bo your suficient warrant, at the 
same tine taking a recvipt for the same. 
Tam, with gioat regard, yours, &e., ‘ 
Swarney Moynan, 
William Bartlett, Vsy., Beverley. 


COLONEL MOYLAN SO WILLLAM BAITED ES, 

Cambria, Doowmbor 8, (775. 
Soe: Tt hoing now ander consideration of Congrasy the 
mady of disposing of such vessels and crews as aro taken 
in supplying tho enemy, itis bis Mxeolleney’s pleasure 
that Captain Jherer and his erew return to you; tha 
their private adventure be given them, with liberty to dis« 
pose thereof as they think pens, and that they he troated 
with all humanity due to fellow-citizons in distrosg, Uf 
you thiuk proper, you may let them five on bourd the vos- 
sel util further orders. “Your attention and netivity give 
much pleasure to the Gone, which he desires mo to ine 

form you of. ' 

L atu, with great regard, sir, your most obedient sorvant, 

§. Moytan. 


To Wm. Bartlett, Ysq., Agent for the Brignntina Neneps 
‘Yo Captain John Glover, tho sama. 


AZATE WHIERLOUK TO UENERAT. WASHINGTON, 
Dartmonth Colloge, Ducunibor 8, 1776, 

Muent toxounep anv nesproren Sint On tho 13th 
ult. the fiunous Major Atogers came to my house fiom a 
tavern in the neighbourhood, whero he called for refresh- 
ment, £ had never belove seen him. Le was in but ordinary 
habit for ono of bis chatacters To treatod mo with great 
regpeot ; said he came from London in Jidy, and had spent 
uventy days with the Congress, in DAiladedphia, ane 1 for 
got how many at New-York ; had been oftored and urged to 
tnke a commission in favour of tho Colonies, but, ag ho was 
now in half pay fiom the Crowa, he thought proper not te 
accept it; that ho had fought two battles in Algiers, under 
the Day 5 that ha was now on a design to talee cara of somo 
large grante of land mado to him; that he was uow going 
to visit his sistor, nt Moor’s Zorn, and then roturn by Merra 
mack River, to visit his wife, whom he had not yet seen 
sinco hig roturn from Jéngland s that he had got a pass or 
Hiconso to travel from tho Continental Congress; that he 
came in {0 offer his sorviee to procure @ largo intorest for 
this Collogo; that the reputation of it was gront in Eng. 
land; that Lord Darémouth, aud many other noblemen, 
had spoken of it, in his hearing, with ox prossions of highest 
osteom and respect; that Capt. Lolland, Survoyor-Genoral, 
now at "Wew- York, wag n great friend to mo and the Col- 
and would ngsist me in the affair; and that now wag 
a largo grant of lands 





lego, s 
the most favourable time to apply for 


for it. 


I thanked him for expressions f his kindness, but, after 
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T had shown some coldness in aceepting it, he proposed to 
write me in his journey and Tet mo know whore 1 might wiite 
him, and ho should be reuly to perform nny friendly oflies 
jn theafair. He said he was in haste to pursue his jomney 
that evening. He want to the aforesaid tavern and tuirieet 
all night; tho noxt morning told the hundlord he was out of 
money and could not pay his reckoning-—whieh was tice 
shillings—but would pay him on his return, which would 
be within about three mouths, and wout on his 6 7 to Lyme 3 
since which I have heard nothing from him. But yester- 
day two soldiors, viz: Palmer, of Oofert, (whom tisy wily 
wos Lioutenant undor Colonel Bedel,) and Aennedy, of 
Dlaverhill, on their return from Montreal, informed mo that 
ow officars wore assured by a Jrenehman, a Captain of 
the artillery, whom they had taken captive, that Major 
Rogers was second in command undor General Carleton 3 
and that he had lately been in Iudian habit though our 
oncampmoents at St Joha’s, and bad given a plan of then 
to the General ; and suppose that ho made his esenpe with 
the Fndians, which were at St. Jolivs. 

This necount is according to tho bost of my romombrance. 
If it shal) prove of any sorvice to detect stich an enemy Lt 
shall bo glad; if not, my intention will, T trust, apologive 
for what 1 have wrote. 

Tam, much: honoured Sir, with much esteem and respect, 
your {xcollency?s most obedient and very bumble servant, 

Kivazan Winnnocn. 


Ilis Excelloney Goneral Washington. 


GENERAL SULLIVAN TO SUIS NEWLAMPAITIND COMMIT SEN 
OF BAPETY. 
Winter 110, Deoombor 8, 1775. 
Genrrenen: J take this opportunity to inform you that 
tho Connecticut foroes not only determine to quit our dines 
at tho expiiation of thoir term, but, to their eternal intuny, 
endeavoured to leayo us yostarday, whieh was five days 
beforo thoiv timo expired. We ean therefore have no hope 
of their tarrying after the Gh, Mall of General Putnam's 
rogiment is now ander guard, ‘Tho people who hive ey 
caped from Jfoséon inform us that the enemy ave fully ne- 
quain ted with our situation, and will neakihiy tuke advan. 
tago of it, Tor heaven's suko despatch your fureus as soon 
as possible 
Gentlomen, [ an, with much respect, you most obedient 
porvent: Sonn Sinnivan, 
Tlonourable Committeo of Safety. 


BP. S. Captain Odiorne, the hearer hereof, says he 
thinks ho can raison number of mon to march immediatly, 
If so, should recommend himy but this ix more veorenly 
your provinca. Sra 


EXTRACT OF A LHLLER VHOM AN OVTIONR AT NOHK'EON, vO 
A FRIEND IN EDINBURGH, DATED DIG, 8, 1775, 


Our condition is botter than it has lately been, but it is 
still far from being comfortable. We are obligad to have 
a numbor of our mon omployed, night and day, emidst tho 
frost and snow, in guarding our out-posts, and watching tho 
motions of the Rebals, Many of our men aro sick, and 
frosh provisions vory deare* But tho Robels must be in a 
much worse condition from their want of clothing and pro- 
per shelter. I hope ono sevoro winter campaign (and, in- 
deed, it promisés to bo a very sevoro ~) will cool thoir 
enthusiasm. Wa aro much afraid that the Nancy trans- 
port, loaded with a great quantity of artillery, ammunition 
&e., of which the Rebels wera in great want, has fallen into 
their hands, 


» Paton Cunnent ar Bosvox, Decuamen 1, 1775.—'ho h 

shoop, 0 qulirtor ofa dollars aull, ono dollar a hogahoud, by iene 
ty Jamaica rum, four silllings Weet-India do, 9a. 8d, atorlin por 
gallon; Frosh fish, ono shiflin, alorting por pound ; Foose, two dolliva 
conch j {urea threa do.; duoks, ono do.3 fowls, Uirco quartora da.y 
hams, two abil Ninga storling por pound; hog of wator.broad, fourtaon 
shillings sterling} do. buttor-broad, Lwvonty-one do. frosh heat trout 
yori, mittton, lamb, chooso, and buttor, fifteon punes atorling pir 
pound } voul, Tloo, poaa, none in Loston applos, five dollare u burral ; 
shoap, ight dollars ongh 5 oggs, four shillings storling 0 dozon ; flour 
and ship broad, forty shillings alerting owt. potatonr, aix shillings 
satis is bach oulons, iu nen & ropo; four aalves’ fool, throe 
ahi ing ; five-woot, tgn dollars 

prams teria A tion. % Neorg; and avery othor kind 
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MAJORUENEMAD HOW TO SHES dant OF Dagestan rH, 

Werstoan, Decent Ee, 
My Gorn: Mor your Loukbipe most pereet jatar utte 
tion of the stata of chin Angiy, E lave) dine myeell the 
honour to enclose copils of rebates id edianttes, with uy 
own ovensional renmiks, whieh P faase Gaaenitqed ta the 
Lords Commicdonets of the Prenaiy by tos oppartanty 5 
thon copy. of ny totter necompany Hye, lar het Lica 
ships comideration; to whieh Ebave nothies further ta 

we, than dint bam, &e., W. Hawn. 


Kael of Dartmouth. 


Return of Provisions in store, Busvon, he Ld Noe 
veanan, 1775, ad her lone die same, aith these siner 
depositad, will scove twelee thensind men, at the allure 
ance nate issued for tant af poate and phe, ets et 
Ta store, belonging to the Crown, puis hurt Petesa 

pounds pork ; 25, [80th dhe eo Gaby SbF bade be ol 

whant; S81,690Ihs. Home; SO bread) 202 pata 

wil, 

ln stove, belonging to the Contiactas, TH 0,0 0lbs. pork; 
HHBAVI bs, Mou; HEI tnead bd, E0Glba boutons 
OH57TIb. ee 

November te, deposited by dag Set lanrely dour, af thes 
ship Queen of Naples, cargo tion Lender, thas reat, het, 
813 buvels flour, have proved bad anil aati ton ane 
RABAT. Mowe. 

Tou: 84 euka saety TG T0lba. perk; 2a iGilhs, 
dried codfish G80 busdielo wheat; LAH od bh thane; 
LO8,677Ibi brews APB batter; Ode bE pinta cal: 
OHO Tt. rien, 

The pork anil fish will serve Qvelve Choad nen ninery > 
nine days, ending the 2Gu Elana Wet 

The wheat, Hour, nd bread, sal serve: ote fondo anid 
nisteen diye, anda Sab Mae ea, 

And the barge mid oil, will ienve ome Tandresd ant ais, 
days, auiline the ath March wea, 

‘Tho suet uid riew ava reserved far the use al ale hes 
pital, 

‘Kho ewyo of tho mow Indedtiy, trom Beistad, rm wot 
included ja tho above return 5 ule bey ta diegshungtin tas 
days ago. 

Tho live stock is tkowbe not inehiled, 

DPD, Guanany Commissary af Tr avistons, 


To his Mxevllegey the Hon, Sin Hiddinn Twe, Mujues 
General and Commandin-in- Ciel, da. ke, 
Hoaton, Novedaber 2h bea 


OUATTAAT TOR ON CPTER ISRO PUTO Oren, 


By the rotnn herewith ynelond, ie appt Chat Chere 
aro not provisions for the ary, in ator to Herve longer 
than tho bogiming of Marck, V770. 

Six months biseuit, for oventy thaugul men, fa qual. 
ity Wo keep twolve month, nny prove of esuntiol wenden 
in tho couse of (ho onaming emapaiga, ae the convenioees 
for baking bread cannot be ndwaye biel in thie eouiny: san 
if the bisenioy be mady of about six to the posed, they will 
prek tho better, 

It is roquestod that one-fifth 
for the army may bo boel 

An additionn! quantity of the sialt specied expoially 
ont-moal, rice, suet, and vinegar, will be requisite: (Gr the 
uso of the hospituls. 

One-third of the whol ta be pagked up in sual oauks, 
whieh should not uxceod ony hundred pound gross, for the 
convenience of emrying two of them upun i horde. 

W. flows, 


part ofthe muat desined 


. 
Return of qffective Horses, Cattle, and Nhcepy, with the 
quantity of Morare in store, and the number af days it 
twill lust, 
Departments, 
Light Dragoons, 234 horses, 
Genorals and Oficors, 160 horses. 
Royal Artillery, 200 horses, 


Pay Quurtermaster-Guneral, 80 horses, 100 cattle, 400 
hep, 


Total: 674 horsos; 100 enttlas 400 sheep, 
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Th Store. 
450 tons*hay ; 12,891 bushels oats; 5,640 bushels Jndian 
corn; 12,861 bushels bran. 


The whole will last, Ke Reo, 
, i als 


Expected. 
Fram Canada: 160 tons hay ; 10,000 bushels oats; 6,000 
bushels bran. 
From Nova-Seotia: 160 tons hay. 
Total: 800 tons hay; 10,000 bushels oats; 5,000 bushels 


bran, 
Tho wholo will Inst, 5 i ee ns a 
5) 3 o 


N. B. The ration, at the present allowance, is 134 
‘od flour now in store, to 


pence. 
In cnso of searejty, tho dat 
tho amount of thrva thousand barrels, equal to 600,000 
woight, may ho made uso of by mixing « proportion with 
oats, corn, &o., which will increase the price of the ration 
0 
ods Jatt W. Hows. 


100 days. 
160 days. 


Voud.Quartora, Bouton, Noy, 27, 1775, 


State of the Barrack Bedding, Murniture, and Luel, in 
the care of the Rarraclemustor, 
At Bosron, 

Bedding : 8,883 bod casos 5 4,149 holstor cases 5 G77 cues 5 
Qv2L blankets; 4,280 pair sheets; £6 mattresses and 

"pillows. 

Wurniture: 1,052 iron pots; 705 yrates; 296 pair dag. 
frong; 220 tongs; 231 shovely; 202 axed; S16 candlu- 
slicks; 120 ivon stoves; 1,020 trammals; GVO poker; 
600 auh-hoxes; 425 buckles; (20 inuallets; 2600 iron 
wodges; 260 tables; 820 forms; L20 ehuins; 86 lan 
tori, 

Fuol and Candles: 668) cords of wood; 899  chaldrons 
conls; 10,000 pounds candles, 


Ordered from Maxavann, aud daily expected, 
Bedding: 8,876 bad cases; 2,560 holster casey; 3,660 
rugs 5 8,000 blankets ; 3,945 pair sheets; 60 tong looks. 
Famiture: 60 iran stoves, 
Fuel and Candlos; 4,000 chakleons cous; 26,000 pounds 


candles, 
Total. 


Bodding: 6,709 hed casey; 6,709 bolster cuses; 4,227 
rugs 10,88) blankots; $225 pair shoots; 60 tons 
flooles ; 10 innttreasos and pillows. 

Pornitare : 1,058 iron pots; 705 grates 5 296 pnirs of dog- 
froma; 2289 tongs; B8L shovels; 202 axes; B16 candlo- 
sticks; 170 iron stoves; L080 trummuls; G00 pokors ; 
600 ash boxes; 425 buckles; 120 mallets; 260 jon 
wuigus; 260 tabler; 820 forma; 120 chats; 36 Tone 
tora. 

Foel and Gandlas: 63 cords of wool; 4,899 chuldrons 
cong; 36,000 pounds candles, 

N, 2. Tn tho first article of budding alg Boston, is in 
cluded 1,000 sels ef budding got from the transports, equal 
to half tho numbor of double beds. 

Tho coals and candles ara ordered from Jéngland hy mo, 
independent of that I now learn is arderad by the Fords 
Commissioners of tho ‘Treasury. And thera is now at 
Halifax 10,000 cords of wood, roady to he transported 
hithor whon transports enn be spnred to feteh it; 5,000 
cords of wood are directed to bo cut ngninst the spring; 
and by that tine 6,000 chaldfous of couls, now digging, 
will ho ready to bo ahippad at Spenish River, in tho Island 
of. Capa Breton, : 


dames Roumrrson, Barrackmastor- General, 
. . 


Boston, Dooomber 1, 1776, 


on 


Two Estimates of Horses and Wagons wanting for the 
‘Campaign, L776. 

1 Sv of Pagans Sor an Army of thirty Battalions 
of nfentry and two Ragimente of Cavalry, for the 
carriage of Baggage, read, and Provisions, with 

Horses in proportion : : 


Fourru Senres.—Vor., tv. wu 
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Distribution, 
Wugonr, Toraca, 


Por tho bagzago of ono battalion, - ~ = 18 43 
‘Iventy-nino more, = = - = + + = 348 1,802 
For the soldiers’ tents of ono battalion, « » 0 10 
‘Twenty-nino more, = + = = ~ + » O 290 
For the bread of one baualion, - - - « 4 16 
‘Twonty-nino more, ~~ = * = = ~ L16 464 
For tho baggnge of ono regiment of cavalry, 8 82 
One mare, = ~ - = = « ~ 2 ek 8 B2- 
For the bread of one regiment of cavalry, - 2 ‘8 
One moro, = - « = = = » ee Q 8 
For the generals and staff officers, including 
their saddle-horses, - - = + = 40 B42 
‘Fo mount two regiments of cavalry,« - ~« 0 600 
For tho saiddto-horses of tho officers of ono 
battalion of infantry, supposed to be, — 0 14 
‘Twonty-nino more, = = * = = = » 6 406 
Total - - - ~ = - 640 3,662 


Horage for the above Lorses, 


Lor what timo, Ifay—Tons, Onta—Tona, 


a Rat 20 1b, Rat. 9 lb, 
For ono day, = = - - - = + 38 16 
Vor ninoty-one days, ~ + - = — 8,003 1,365 


_N. B. Complete barnes wanting for four hundred and 
ninety wagons ; four horses to eneli wagon. 
Mfective Llores and FVagons in the Garrison. 


Distribution, 
orm, Wagona, 


Light Draygoons,- - - ee ew ee Q34 
Ditto Quattormaster-Genoral, ~~. + 50 80 
Genorals and other ofliewrs, + = = * 0 160. 
60 ATA 

Wanting to complete, + + = - ~ = 490 3,188 
Tol, - = - = = 640 8,662 


Tt is intondod that the ningazines for this army should 
bo carried by water, and not more than twenty miles dis- 
tance from it. 

Hond-Quartar, Boston, 87th Noyombor, 1775, 


oe 


IL, Proportion of Batt-Horses for the carviage of the 
Bagsapee af the same lrmy, with lapous ta carry 
Arcad, Provisions, and the General Oficars’ dayeragia. 

Distribution, : 
Horegu. Wag, 

Yaiautonant-colonel, « 9 

Major,- +--+ + 7 

Henptuins, & each, - 40 

J8 subaltorns, 3 ta 2, 27 


wy 


Wor ona battalion, 
hatt-horses — in- 


Ltothogeneral’scam,, 2 cluded, - « « 96 
G stall, 2 each, - - 10 | Twenty-ninemoro, 2756 
06. 
Brend,- = « - - 42 Tor one battalion, 28 7 
Provisions, - - - 35 Twenty-ninomore, 812 2038 
Kor mounting two regiments of cavalry, - = G00 
Batt-horses for ditto, » + + - eo ww OO 
Bo, 2 $2 Formo rime, 40. 30 
id a 
For tho zenoral and staf ofticors, including 
their suddle-horses,~ - - « ~ - = = 842 40 


Tol, - + « + + = | 4/788, 260 


Horage for the abova Iforses, ; 


Hay—ong, Onta—Tonne 
Rat, 20 1b, Rat D by 


For oueday, = - « + + « = 43 20 

[or ninety-ono days,» » + * * 9,018 1,820 
Horaon. Wagorta; 

Difference beaween tho two returns, - - 1,076 260 


Return of Horses wanting for the Wield Artillery, saith 
Horage for ninety-one days. : 
May-—fons, Onte-Tons 


: Rat, 201d, Rats G lb. 
Effoctive, - ~ + 200 vas 
Uoorsos, evant waomelal: 448 mm 
’ tog mm th a ; : 
Toul, - - -= $ 6604s 8B 
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Proper saddles wanting for the wholo number of batt- 
horses. Wurm Suennes, D, Q. MM. @. 


4 of the Cargo of the Ship Quenn or Narius, 
ge tind Pome from Lonnon, shipped on the Con- 


tractors’ ecount, and consigned to their Agent, snny 
Luovp, Esq., at Boston, viz: 
Barrels of flow, good, - - - 7 7 7 Td 
Ditto, fil for present use,~ - - = - > 288 
Sourand bad,- - - ~ - - - 7 7_813 
Total, - - - - ~ - 1,795, barrels, 
: D. Cuamer, Com.of Stores and Provisions. 


To his Excellency the Hon. W. Howe, Major-General 
and Commander-in-Chief, &c. 

Boston, 29th Novomber, 1775. 

Return of Stores wanted for service of Lis Majesty's 
aworks tn the Engineers’ Department at Bosrox, Tth 
August, enclosed to the Honourable Board of Ordnance, 

* 19th August, L775, viz: 


Chevaux-de-frize, sets, - - = = 7 7 7° 200 
Cuirasses with head pieces, sets, - - - - - 50 
Calthrops or crow’s fect, Ib, weight, - - - - 2,000 
Crows of iron, - - - - - 7 7 7 et 7 100 
Hammers, hand, - - - - = 7 7 7 7 = 100 
Hammers, sledgo, ~ - - - 7 7 7 Oe tt 50 
Carpenters’ tools in boxes, sets, ~ - = = = = 6 
Grindstones, with troughs, &, - - - - + = 2% 
Mantelets of cured hides, - - «= - = - «= » 200 
Huambrough lines, skein, - - - - - - = = 100 
/ Jnivenching Tools. 
Axes, bond, s+ - =e 7 se =e = 200 
Axes, felling, - - + - - - + e + = = 600 
Axes, pick,» - = - - - = - = = = = 1,000 
Hand-latchets,- - - - - - - = - + © 1,000 
Barrows, wheel, - - - - - © = = = = 500 
Barrows, hand,- - - ~ = * = = « = = 800 
Spades, common, - - - - + - = = - = 2,000 
epee: ditching, - - - - 5 + * « = ~ 600 
Shovels, shod, « - - - « «= = = - = « 1,600 
Shovels, von, ~ ~ - - - 7 - = = = = 500 
Hand-bills, - + - = - - + - = - = = 1,000 
Saws,hand,~ - - - - - + = = = = ~ 100 
Saws, crosscut, - - © =~ =~ ~ = = = = 60 
Sand-bags, bushel,- - - - - + ~ 10,000 20,00 
Sand-bags, half bushel, - - - - = 10,000 00 
Spikes, of sorts, size from 5 to 8} inches, barvels,~ 20 
ails, 24d., barrels, -" © ~ se Hw ee 10 
Augurs, of sorts, © * 6 4 6 ww ee 200 


: Rope. 
Tarred: 44 inch, 2; 3 inch, 2; Qt inch, 8; 2 inch, 3. 
White: 8% inch, 2; 2 inch, 35 14 inch, 3, 
Total: 18 coils, 
October 1st, an addition was thought absolutely necog. 
sary to be made to the within return, by adding the follay- 
ing atificers ; 


Carpenters, master, ~- - = = = = - » «2 « 
itto, foreman, - ~.- 6 ee ee wwe] 
Ditto, carpenters, - -~ -~ « - ~ = = = 20 
Bricklayers, master, - - ~ - - «© - « = = Jj 
» Ditto, bricklayers, - - - ~ «© - - « - 6 
Blacksiniths, master, - - ~ - - - - - = = | 
Ditto, blacksmiths,- - - - - « -~ - « 6 
Wheelwrights,- - - - - - +--+ +--+ - 9 
a 38 


‘The company: of artificers to be sent out to servo under 
the immediate direction of the commanding engineer, as at 
Néwfoundland, Gibraltar, &e. 

: Joun Monrresor, Commanding-Engincer, 
His Excellency Major-General Howe. 


a 4 
, 


Remarks, 

Tt will be necessary to begin the campaign with six 
ary forage in the magazines, which canaot be procured 
in this country in its presogt situation, therefore it must be 
‘WK for from Hurope. ' , “ 
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Rhode-Island, from tho best information, em supply 
fiftvan thousand tons of bay in a senion, but ill Ms 
difficultics will arise in procuring it, HP the inhabituute of 
that island are inimical, as you must depend upen dom to 
cut and eure the hay. Cho same observation will wnat 
with respoet to Long: faland and Staten fland in tho Pros 
vineo of New-York, ‘Cherefore upon this uucertainty the 
dependences npon magazines must ho apon Hurape. nad 

Cho army being in the field, may furnish itsell’ with 
groon forage from tho middle of Jaa to the middle of 
September, . 

Canada js able to supply tha aticles of oats und bran 5 
but the lenath and uncertainty of the voyage is such, that 
it is thought these articles may bo brought fem Maglanut 
or Pretand full a3 cheap, and with this advantage, Hit outs 
in particular are fav superior in quality. 

As to horses, wayrons, and hirness, when tho present 
tomper of the Almericans ia cousiderad,tthey cotainly will 
drive off every thing of that kind, whefover Ue urny aps 
pews; bot on the other hand, should any one af die iow 
vinces roturn to their duty, it would furnivh the army with 
these articles necessary for carrying on the war, 


W. Lown, 








oad-Quartors, Bontun, 27th Noyomber, 1775, 


LOND STIRLING TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
(Doo, 8th, roforrad to Mee Jay, Mrs Walsony Mir We Dilvingyntom,] 


HoadQumttors, Mizabotitawn, Now Jeuoy, 
Denambor $, W775, { 

Sin: On ty Joaving Paitadedphia, dw 82d November, 
1 proceeded to Burlington, in order to meot the Comite 
teo of Sulity of New-Jerscy, and to prevail on thei to 
take proper measures for securing ave for the twa News 
Jersey voginvents, and to got the bariacks in thin Provings 
prepared for the reception of those vegimoents. Suni wens 
sures wero that evening agreed to, which {hope will fore 
ward the serviee, but 1 taar will not he quite efleetanl, 7 
procoeded thy next morning to Prenton, aud thee do 
paohet particular orders to each of the Captains ty asians 
no their companies, (on tho days agreed upon widh the 
Paymustor,) for reviowing and paying thens oft to che first 
of this month, in order to orable them to leave their euins 
tieg and go into barracks, On Eriday, Lwout on to Bruise 
aie, in order to get harrahs thare put inorder, Ou hee 
furday, L went to my own house at Baskinridge. On 
Monday, Mv. Lorie, tho payinasige, joined ma acoouting 
to appointment. On Feesdiy, at Morristown, wo reviewad 
and paid off the two companies commanded by Captaina 
Morris and Howell. After dismissing, (wo or thied nen 
from cach company, J think they are the best bady of new 
men J ovar saw. On ednesday, we jurcoucded ta alia 
bethtown, in hopes of ineating, recording to appointuwut, 
tho two companies commanded by Captains Alyera dnd 
Necicar, bur thoy being nvithar completa nor innsteved, £ 
was obliged to adjourn their review tl the noxt weal, ‘Cha 
latter I found very doficient, and poorly oMleurod. J, tharox 
foro, posted Mnsign Dalles, of Captain Morris's company, 
to act ag second liontenuntto Captain Neeker's, on a prox 
mise of his reciting wwonty mon for it in Ww weok’a ting, 
which 1 have no doubt ho will perfor. On Lhoursday, 
wo procacded to Brunswick, and were that and the next 
day omployad in reviewing and clenring off tha two con 
panies commanded by Captains Conway and Pulhemus, 
Captain Piatt brought his company to Rariton Landing, 
but as ho was not musterod, nor hal a sofficiont numbor 
of men presont, his muster was adjourned to Monday, and 
they to maroh to Eiizabeehtown, “These thréa coupunies, 
after a litle pursing, aro very good reoruils. 

On Saturday, 1 returned to this place, Mr. Lowrie pra- 
ceeded to the westward, antl purposes next week to cle 
off Colonol Maxwell's regiment. Captain Longstreet, of 
MoRmouth County, reportéd to mo at Brunswirk that his 
company is near completo, but scattered nt so great dige 
tanco that it will bo impossible to assomblo than in less 
than ton days. “IL hav8 appointed Briday, the Uith inst, 
to review and muster then: at Aimboy, aud thon to put 
them in barracks, 'Thoso Captains all complain very hew 
vily of the usage they mect with fron the justions, who issue 
Warrants ngainst the men on tho smallest pretende. ‘The 
have been obliged to pay off a number of trifling and veka 
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tions demands ; but if this is suffered to go on, and the men 
put under stoppage for the repayment of it, they must 
perish in sorvico for want of necessary clothing. { have, 
therefore, ordered the Captging to make no engagomonts 
which can interfere with the necossities of tho men. A 
number of thom are now in tho diferent jails for small 
dobts, which is the reason why some of the companies ap- 

ear so amall in the enclosed returns, By a law of this 
Provinces, mado during the last war, no man inlisted in 
Provincial sorviee, could bo taken from that service for a 
dobt loss than 162, (Proc.) to any one person, or 602, in 
tho wholo of his dobis. Uf a similar rale be not now 
adoptod, [ am afraid much confusion will ensue. What 
was found necessary thon, is now absolutely so for the ox- 
istonce of a Continental amy. I have met with a good 
deal of difficulty about barracks, Assombly, Comunitice of 
Safety, County Committee, and Barrackmaster, refer mo 
from one to tho other whenevor [ apply for the possession 
or repair of any of thom; at this place, indeed, the com- 
mittoe have ordered them to be cloared out and repaired. 
T believo to-morrow we shall havo two or three companies 
in them, At Jtrunstwiel, they are oceupied by people who 
thought it not safe to romain in New-York. At Amboy, 
the bavrackmaster is andor the absolute direction of the 
Governour, and no acting Committe thero; this barrack- 
master js in possession of five hundred good new blankets, 
dosirablo objects to us at present. 

T did not receive your lottor of the 27th, till my arrival 
at this pluce, on Modnesday last, and finding (om Mr. 2. 
VB. Livingston, that thore was noither Convention nor 
Committee of Safoty in boing at New-York, b wrote to 
Mr. McKesson, Scoratary to their lata Convention, ta know 
whom it was proper to correspond with on publick matters. 
His answer and my letter to Colonel Alawwell, you have 
copies of herawith, 

Of the six companies ordered to the fortress on Tlud- 
son viver, ono of thosa of my rogiment will move this 
weok, tho othes two next woek, TF hope tho three com- 
panics of Colonel Moawel?s reximent will move near tho 
sacie time. fu our seattered situation, without great 
towns, it is dificult to fit out men as they ought to be sud- 
donly. ‘Their stockings ure yet nt Philute hia. 

L must beg the favour of you to fill up the Quarterinas- 
tor’s conmmission with the namo of Abner Hetfield. A 
surgoon is absolutely necessary, and if Congress allows one 
to my regiment, L should be glad that Hildiam Barnet, 
Jun., be appointed to jt. Both those gentlemen aro wall 
known to Me, William Livingston, and Mx. Crane, I 
think thoy ave both woll qualified for tho respective ofli- 
es. 

Wo are much in want of an authenticlk edition of tho 
Continontal Articles of War; if they were published, each 
yogiment should bo possessed of nt least two dozen of 
thom. {should ho glad if you would order them to bo 
dotiverod to Mr. Lowrie, who will forward them, 

No provision is yet mada, that) know of, for ammuni- 
tion. { shall bo glad to bo instructed with regard to it, as 
woll as camp oquipage, &e, J have do doubt the Con- 
gross will put ug on tho same footing with the other corps 
in the Continental service. But it is necossary 1 should 
know how to regifnto those matters. 

Xt was not possible for mo to write to you boforo, I 
have soized tha first Icizuro hour to mako up for it. 

Tam, sir, withs the highest regard, your most obedient 
and most humble servant, Suinuino. 


JOIN MoKNSEON TO LORD STIREING, 
Now-York, Novombor 30, 1745, 
My Lorn: Tam honoured with yours of this day. The 
Provinelal Congress was to have met some days ago. ‘Tha 
meuibors from several counties are hore attending, and it 
ig expected thoy will he suflicitutly numerous to-monow, 
or on Mondiy, at farthest, to proceed to business. Who 
will bo elected to prosido is uncertain; but as Nathaniel 
Woodhull, Esq., was tho last who presided, in the absenco 
of My. Livingston, the corrospondence you mention will 
most properly be directed to him for tho present, Colonel 
Woo jul lodges so near to me that, if your letters are sont 
to me, I will see that they are’ delivered immediately. 
Thera is not any Committee of Safety hero, at prosenty | 
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‘Tho members olected for a Provincial Congyoss, and 
myself, reecive and open all corespondenca on publick 
affairs, or from the Continental Congress. 

Thnve the honour to be, with great respect, my Lord, 
your Lordship’s most obadient, humble servant, 

Joun MckKusson. 
Lord Stirling. ee 
LORD STIRLING ‘£0 COLONET. MAXWELL. 
Branswisk, December 9, 1775. 

Dean Str: The Continental Congress are oxtremoly 
pressing and anxious about the march of the six companies 
to the North River. One company of my regiment 
marches noxt Wednesday ; another will soon follow. And 
IT must bog you'll exort yourself to got off the three com- 
panies of your regiment. You may choose the routes for 
them either through Sussex to New- Windsor, or by Mor- 
ristown or Llizabcthtown to Dobbs’s Ierry; but you will 
take caro to givo mo as carly notice as possibla of thoir 
march, that Tmay have sloops ready at the place they are 
te embark at. 

Tam your most humblo servant, 


To Colonel Macwell. 


Sviruina. 


Retwn of the Kasten or Kirst Regiment of Moot of 
New-Jrnsny, tn the Continental service. 
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The following as reported, but not mustered, reviewed, or 
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Docomber 2, 1775, 
» 5 
CAPTAIN ROBLRT ERSKINE TO THE OFFICERS OF THK 
FIRST NEW-JLRSEY BATUALION. 
Ringwoot, Docombur 2, LIT5. 


“In Provincial Congress, Trenton, New-Jersey, August 
17, 1775:—This Congress being informed by John dell, 
Esq., one of the Deputies for the County of Bose, that 
Robert Eersicine, Hsq., bath, at his own expensa, provided 
Arnis, and secoutred an Hai eae Company of Foot 
Militia in said County, do highly approve of his zeal in the 
samo, and do ordor that ho bo commissioned as Captain of 
said Company. ie 

“A true copy from the Minutes: ie Sa 

War, Parenson, Seeretary.? 

Genriswen: Above is avdbpy,.of,an order from the: 
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Provinelal Congress, upon the sanction of which 1 have 
yaised and disciplined an Independent Company of Foot at 
the iron-works under my direction. i 

The Congress, no doubt, in granting this licence, con- 
sidered that iron, being a staple commodity of the Province, 
iron-works in general deserved every encouragement ; and, 
in particular, that as those for which Tam concerned are of 
the greatest consequence, it was highly proper the per'sons 
belonging to them should be subject to their direction, both 
ina civil and military capacity, without which the hands 
could not be kept together, nor the works carried on in 
times of general commotion ; and that therefore they should 
be in a situation both to defend themsolves, and assist thoir 
neighbours in cases of urgent necessity. ‘Their company, 
indeed, could not be called off without stopping them, as, 
oxclusive of officers, whose presence are constantly want- 
ed, it consists of forgemen, carpenters, blacksmiths, and 
other hands, whose attendance is daily required. I daro 
say, however, there is ‘not a man belonging to it but would 
willingly lend his aid in a case of extremity, when every 
consideration must give way to the salvation of the country. 

Such, gentlemen, are the principles upon which Eun 
derstood the Congress favoured me with their commission ; 
in consequence of which I have been at a very great ex~ 
pense in arms, uniforms, and discipline. I am therefore 
persuaded that neither the Congress nor the oflicers in 
general of the battalions now raising, would wish to de- 
prive the works of their hands, particularly such as had 
engaged to serve in this company, and wore alrendy trained, 
unless it wore by apen requisition; in which case, some, 
whose absonce would bo dispensed with, might hava turned 
out volunteers, on whom much more dependence could be 
placed, than on such os have forfeited their engagements, 
and been trepanned into another sorvico, As 1 have no 
doubt that such clandestine proceedings will moet both with 
your disapprobation and reprehension, J am sorry to havo 
the occasion of Jaying n complaint against one of your ofi- 
cers on this score. Lieutenant Yellas Mead hus enlisted 
several of my men without my knowledge or consent; and 
though I called soveral times at his quarters, on purpose to 
speak with him, yet ho has left the country without seeing 
ma, though withm six miles, Such conduct, gontlomen, 
lays me under the necessity to give you this (rouble, and 
to inform you that four of the mon he inlisted aro in my 
debt, These, at least, I flatter myself you will discharge, 
and order back to the works, wore it only for example 
sake, which is cortainly necessary for the good of the sor- 
vice in general; because soldiers, after recviving encou- 
ragement in one place, may move off to another corps or 
Province, if not checked, us whim, caprico, or a more com- 
modious situation may jnduce them. The dobts these men 
owe pre the mere balances duo at our stores. Wero {to 
roake a charge of tho time allowed them for discipline, for 
which they wore paid ag if at work, and to which Fam 
justly entitled, my domands would ba much more consitde- 
rable, Howovar, being loath to discourage tho servico, I 
have omitted {hat charge in thoir account; and as 1 choose 
to have my company composed only of such as I can en- 
tirely dopend on, I beg leava further to inform you, that 
threa of the fellows, whose dobts are considerable, I shall 
immediately discharge on their appearnneo here, and re- 
turn them to tho battalion, having no doubt you will order 
their debts to he stopped out of their pay, 

With singerest Wishes of success—to the success of the 
British constitution and tho liberties of America, | beg 
leave, by Mr. Hays, my first licutenant, to lay this repre- 
sgntation before you, a favourable answer to which will 
greatly. oblige, gentlemen, your most abedicnt, humble 
servant, 

a Roxerr Ensxinn. 
To the Colonel and Officers of the First Battalion of Con- 
,‘f{nental Boroes, Now-Jersey, 


’ a 


WALTER LIVINGSTON ‘to ‘THE CONTINENTAL conannss, 


: Albany, Docombor 8, L775. 
Genrtumen; The prosent successful campaign drawing 
to a close, the persons who have boon employed by tho 
commanding officers, and those whom I have nominated 
by the direction of the Hon, Major-General Schuyler, to 
actin the commissary’s brinch at Fort George, the north 
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: ‘ 
end of Lake George, Meonderaga, Crown Point, St. 
John’s, and in tho neighbourhuod of Montreal, sar pede 
paring their necounts for a settlement, Sone of Chen linve 
already applied to me to know what salaries J intiandedd to 
allow them. I having no authority to pay then any lixed 
wages; do now apply to Congiess to know what eael yore 
son on the different posts ary to receive for their bervices, 
Lremnin, genttomen, with the greatest respect, your uhe« 
dient servant, Waster Livinasran, 
Deputy Comuissary- General, 


To the Honourable the Continental Congress, 


NORENT IL, WARIISON '£O COUNCIL OF MAKSACTIUDETTS 
Gunbridge, Decmuber a, 1775, 

Sm: Tam commanded by his Mxecllency to iulform you 
that four deserters have just arrived at peud-quarters, give 
ing an account that several persons ace to be sent ont of 
Boston, this evening or to-morrow, Hat have been buely 
inoctlatad with the smallpox, with design, prohably, to 
spread the infection, in order to distrass ug aw much 1 poss 
sible. ‘he man are sunt for their examination upon oath, 
who will give you such intelligence as may aie it neces. 
sary to send down somo judicious peisan to Pudding Poine, 
where those people avo to be landed, to examine into thy 
matter, upon whose report proper measures muy by tuken 
to frastrate this unheard-of and dinholiea) schonte. Mate 
closed you have algo a letter from Colonel Baldwin, con 
taining tho same account, 

Lau, sir, your most obediont servant, 

Ronmnwe H, Lacon, alidede: Camp, 


‘To tho Honourable the Prosident of the Couneil of dhe dias. 
stchuse(ts-Bay. ese 
COLONEL GLOYEICTO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 
Rovarly, Devon 8, 1298, 
Toxotnmn Sie T have the plenie te infirm your 
Vexeelleney dit Captnin Manly, in your schooner Ler, 
brought into the mouth of Marblehead harbour, thie morn» 
ing, the ship Concord, James Jvtorie, master, fom One 
gow. "Pho invoices, wud ull the papars on fourd her, have 
sont forward by Capt, Aichard James, ‘Che sip, imuedi-« 
at on her coming into Marblehead, ordered her to Lew 
verly. As sho was tarning in, got aground an the bee, but 
hope she will receive no damage. Captain Bardett aud I 
shall take all theeare of the ahip and cargo possible ean 
be tikeu, 
Lam, sir, your Pixcatoney’s aout tamble servant, 
Jonavian Grovin, cleat ae Mardh head, 
To his Nxeolloney General Musddueton, 


sonnel 


QUNERAT KODLIVAN TO NEA ITAMSTTIIU COAMHEPEH HS py 
HAFRVY. 
Winters fH, Doconbor 8, C74, 

Meer wisencrsy Ghicoamten: Notwithstanding every 
method has boon taken to heap th Cauneedient farega at 
tho ground IL rete? could ha tind trent the counpy, the 
cowardly (njtors begin to letve 08 ie egupunies and yop 
ments, and that even six aud seven days bufore the tae i 
expired. What has possussed these vile soltioons renting 
yet a scare, We have sent handhitls, similar to the ene 
cnelosod, before them on the roud, and LE rost they will 
have the designed effect. 

A gentloman from Jostan was hove Inst evening } ways 
the cnemy are, by some means or other, full aequiintad 
with our situation, and he sara much they will ake advane 
tage of it. 

_ Lentreat You, gentleman, ta spire no pains iu forwards 
ing tho maveh of your troops, as much tmy depend npon 
theig speody arrival, 7 ; 

Your most obedient servant, Joun Supntivan. 
Lo the Honourable Comsuiliton of Safoty, New-Mampehivas 


neste, 


JOG. WENTWORTH TO 8 HPHEN MOYLARs 4 : 


aig ; Porlemauth, Dooombor 2) 4274, 
x: I wrote you of 27h ultimo, por losi 
‘ F post, enclosing a 
package of papora and lettors taken wilt the schooner 
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Rainbow ; am still without your directions respocting said 
vossol awd cargo. 

East ovoning, two officers passod through this town to 
hoad-quarters. Lb did not seg cither of thom. ‘This morn- 
ing, twenty-{wo men, including prisoners, from the armed 
schooners Pranklin and Speedwell, camo to town fiom 
Minter Harbour, whore they inform mo they eft two 
prizos—one a schooner of one hundred and thity tons, 
with sundry stores and dry gouds, from London, for the 
island of Sé, John’s; tho othor a brig, and ladon with dry 
fish, packed in hogsheads, hound from Nova-Seotia to the 
West-Indics. These vessels were taken by the two armed 
vosaols cruising off tha mouth of tho rivor S¢, Lawrence, 
of which you will bo particularly informed by the officers 
gone forward. 

L must advise, from principle of security, that those ves- 
sels be ordered to this or some safe port, as soon as may 
be, not only from dhe danger of the cnemy, but the dis- 
tance from any pliee of sale for the cargoes, should they 
be deemed prizes, Wero I warranted, under a slight pre- 
tonco, should not hesitate al ordoring thom hither without 
dolay, ‘Tho risk T apprehend but trifling, the distance 
only twelve leagues, Fish, at this time, is much wanted 
hore, to complete the cnrgoes of sundry vessels fitting out 
for tho Continental and Provincial service. It will com- 
mand thirteen shillings end four pence, per quintal, if it is 
food. 

The bearer, Johu Lewis, belonging to tho schooner 
Speedwell, appliod for a supply to defray his expense 
hore, and help him forward to head-quartera; which 1 
thought justifinblo, and have furnished him with three 
pounds aightuon shillings, lawful money. T shall wait fur- 
thor orders, and, on receipt thereof, immediately attend to 
them in tho most accure and particular mode. 

Captain Adama, of tho armed schooner /arren, informed 
me that his number of men avo reduced to thirty odd, owing 
to sickness, and has loft a number on shore, two of which 
have died. If ha is to be continued any tine cruising, 
would it nat ba advisable to make up his complement? Ue 
34 now out on a cruise. 

Nothing further has oecurrad worthy of notice; which 
concludes mo, raspoctlilly, sit, your most obadient servant, 

Joan. Wereworen, 
Stephen Moylan, Tisq. 
aoa: 3 
NEW-HAMPSILIR COMMITLER OF BAVETY 'TO COLONEL 
> MOUART. 
In Comnilttoo of Safaty, Doaombor 3, 1775, 

Siar ‘Tho prossing necessity of suddenly raising a num 
bev of nen to guard our lines, loft open hy the Counceticut 
forces, maka it necossary for ug to desire you (laying all 
other business be to proceed, with all possible despatch, 
to the County of /illshorough, and endeavour to raise a 
number of companies for that service, 

Wo sound you a nnmber of inlisting ordors, forms for tho 
soldiers ta. sym, which wo desire you to giva out to such 
vergons ag you judge bast for tho serviee, of filling ap the 
bins when you deliver them, 

Wo ontreat your oxorting yoursolf, as your country, and 
all wo havo, way lepond upon the Jines being manned by 
tho 10th of December, 

With groat rospect, in bebalf of the Commnitiec, I am 
your humble servant, 


Colonel Zlobart, 


NUEW-IIAMPSILRE COMMITERE OF SAFETY TO COLONEL 
WALKER, is 
In Committoo of Safoty, Decombor 8, 1775: 


Sin: By oxpress from Gendral Sullivan, wo ave informed 
that the Conneeticud troops, whose timo by inlistmont ex- 
pired tho lagt day of November,'are about returning h8mo, 
Gonoral Washington has desivod New-LHampshire vo sond 
him thirty-one companies, (o man tho lines until tho 15th 
of January next, and to bo at MWinfer-LLll by the 10th of 
this month at farthest, ; 

‘We sond you enclosed sovoyal orders for intistment, and 
forms for the soldiers to sign, aud desire you to Gnd par. 
sons you judgo suitable for plies and commanding the 
companies, and then to fill up the blanks. 
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Wo carnesily request your utmost exertions in raising 
and forwarding tho men, ag our lings, being left opan, 
may be of fatal consequence. The time is short; pra 
employ every moment to have some companies aareli : 
"Pho captains are desired to bo careful in inlisting none but 
goo mon, properly equipped, as they cannot be mustered. 
They must take provisions from home to last them to the 
camp, for which the Goneral engages to pay the monoy, 

In behalf of the Committeo, } am, &c. 


V.S. Your delaying one week in paying the oops will 
be no damage, Colonel Hobart has gone home on this 
business. James Shepherd, of Canterbury, has boon re- 
commended as a good man to raiso a company. 


Colonel Malker. 


MAJOR-QUNERAT. HOWE TO THE WATL OF DARTMOU'TIL 
Hoston, Doeombor 3, 1775, 

My Lorn: By a lotter received Inst night from Lieu- 
tonant-Governour Cramahé, which your Lordship has en+ 
closed, there is too much reason to fear that, by a gonoral 
deletion of the Canadians, the whole Provinee of Que- 
deck will fall into the hands of the Rebols 5 and hy a privato 
letter from thence, of later date, hy one day, t learn Mon- 
éreal has surrendered; that General Carlecon was on his 
way down the river in an armed vessel, and that there was 
little reason to believe the enpital would bo able to with- 
stand the expected attack, 

The Lieutenant-Governour of Quedcele, under those dir- 
cumstances, has been induced to detain five transports sont 
from hence for forage, by which wo not only lose tha hay 
and corm oxpeetud, ay per return in iny separate letter of 
2d instant, but are deprived of one thousand four hundred 
and sixteen tons of shipping, to be added to tha quantit 
specified in the return of tonnage in my despatch of 6th 

lovenber as wanting for the remoyal of this garrison, &e., 
at ono cnibarkation.  U hope that the transports to replace 
these, and to make up the deficioney in the return, may 
ho ordered out early in tho spring, and in consideration of 
the loss we have already sastained by the enemy, that 
they should come under convoy, 

learn the Naney brignutine, an ordnance transport, 
having on board four thousuad stand of aems complete, one 
hundred thonsand flints, a thinvieen-ineh moruu, with other 
stares in proportion, was taken in tha bay last week hy 
the Rebels’ privateers, and afords an instaneo for this ua- 
cessity. “Cho-eircunstanee is rather unfortunate to as, a8 
they are now farvished with all tho requisites for setting 
the town on fire, having got a large quantity ef round car 
cusses and other stores, with which thoy could not have 
heen otherwise supplied. ‘Pho particular manner whereby 
sho was taken is not ascortyinod ; but so many artifices 
havo boen practised upon strangers, undor tho appearanee 
of friendship, filso pilots, &o., that those coming ont with 
stoves of any Kind camot bo put too much upon their 
guard, 

And L submit to your Lordship tho necessity there may 
he of supplying tho loss of arms, flints, &o,, sufloved on 
this occasion. 

Fam also to request: your Lordship will be pleased to 
divect twieo tho quantity of enginver’s tools coutuinod in 
the enclosed retin to be sent out in separate ships, for 
two divisions of the army, both of which may be em- 
ployed in sieges. The dato of this return will point out 
the tine when the requisition was mado, een 

From an apprehension that the advantages gained by 
the Rebels in Canada, and their gootl fortune here in pos- 
sessing themselves of our stores, may encouraga thein to 
further attempts, L shall, with all dospatch, send to Lali fac 
tho part of the Sixty-filth now here under the command of 
Lioutenant-Colonel Bruco, who will command on his pr 
rival; and with this reinforcement I must conclude that 
place will bo in porfect security. 

Upon this unfortunate eveat in Canada, and your Lord- 
ship’s encouragement to montion my opinion, f beg leave 
to say, for the recovery of that Provineo ag a prinmry ob- 
ject, tho army to offect it should not consist of Iss than 
twolve thousand fighting men; at the same ting J desiyo 
I may not be undorstood to give up the plan ag set forth 
in my letter, No. 2, of the 26i Nevener as, the enemy 
will feol more immediate distross‘by being attacked on the 
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most vulnerable side, than from any success to bo gained 
in Canada. : 
The Admiral has informed me that, by a lotter reevived 
this day from Captain Wallace, of the Rose ship-of-war, 
stationed at Zthade-Island, the Rebels give out they are to 
fortify the heights above the town of Newport; also that 
they are fitting out an armed ship at Philadelphia, to carry 
thirty-six guns, and two or three moro of a less force, with 
a design of cruising to the southward, and to take Lord 
unmore in their way. . 
m am, &c.; k W. Llows, 


LOUISA COUNTY (vmarnra) COMMITTEE. 


At aCommittce held in Louisa, December 4, 1775, 
present, the Rev. Thomas Hall, Chairman, tho Rev. John 
Todd, Thomas Johnston, METH) Charles Smith, Jio- 
bert Armistead, Thomas Johnston, (Sherift,) Col, Rich- 
ard Anderson, James Dabney, Charles Barrett, Col. 
William White, Nathaniel Anderson, Waddy ‘Phomson, 
Thomas Johnston, (minor,) George Meriwether, Charles 
Yaney, John Bullock, William Pettus, Garret Minor, 
John Nelson, William Lipscomb, and Wiliam Hughes: 

Resolved unanimously, That tho thanks of this Com- 
mittee be given to the Rev. Thomas Hall and John Todd 
for their unwearied application of their abilities iu tig get- 
vice of their country, as well in checking the wild inregu- 
lar sallies of those who would aim at too much, as in 
rousing those lothargick wrotcles who would tumely sub- 
mit to a deprivation of their rights and Tibortias, to a pro- 
por sense of their dangor and duty, 

Resolved, also, on a consideration of tho great distross 
that our brethren in somo of the lower Counties ara r0- 
duced to by the calamity of the times, that this Commit- 
tec, in the namo of tha wholo County, do make tho host 
provision for them in their powor, cithor by offering a wel- 
come asylum, or in contributing to their relief. 

Signed by order of the Comunitteo : 

.,_ Uewny Gananrr, Clerk, 


EXTRACT OF ALETYER PROM LIRUTENANT-COLONRL soor'r 
10 WIS FRIEND IN WILLTAMSBURGH, VA,, DATED @UbAT 
brings, OuCEMNER 4, 1775. 


Since Iwrote you, which was about two days ago, we have 
have been woll informed that wo killed sixtcon nograos and 
five white mon tho first day wo got to this place. ‘The next 
day, Lioutenant Z¥bds, wlio had the command of the boat 
guard, about five miles from this place, was attacked hy a 
party of tho Jing’s troops and sevoral negroes, upon 
which some of our peoplo gave ground; but Mr. ibe 
with four of bis people, maintained his post until Lyon 
forced him with fy mon under Captain Nicholas, who 
were obliged to pass through a very hioavy firo from tho 
enemy. Before thoy got to tho place, Mr. “2¥bba bad oat 
off the enemy and killed sevon of their men, amongst whom 
was the commander of the party, 

We still koop up a pretty heavy fire batwaen us, from 
Jight to light. Wo have only lost two mon; and about 
half an hour ago one of our people was shot through tho 
arm, which broke the bone near lis hand. 

Last night was tho first of my pulling of my clothes 
for twalve nights successively, Boliovo me, my good 
friend, I nevey was so fatigued with duty in my wholo life; 
‘but T sot little value upon my health whon put in compa- 
tition with my daty to my country and. the glorious cnuso 
we are engagedin,, : 
“, The Carolina forces are joining us, Ono company 
caine in yesterday, and wa oxpect cight or nine hundred 
of them to-thorrow, or next day at farthest, with several 
pieces of artillery, and plenty of ammunition and othor 
warlike stores, A gun fired—I must slop, 

' PS, Since I finished my letter, wo saw a largo pilo of 
buildings ot tho far end of this town all in flames, between 
which and the fort wo had four sentinels, who can give no 
account how it happoned, ‘As I mentioned above, tho 
fire was discovered when the pun fired; and, by tho 
time the men got paraded, a volley of small mms was 
fired from the fort, mixed with, now and then, 9 cannon 
Shot. About eleven aenieg iteeased for about half an hour, 

,{0 our, great surprie, we,saw several dither houses 
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in a blaze, which aro just now consumed Tt iy now one 
o'clock, J shall lio down till the next alaras. + 


2 YO NRWBAMPS IOC COMATEME ES (HF 
RARITY, 
Philadlphia, December 4, 1770, 

Cenvnennn : Yesterday Tivevived: yours of the lit 
ultimo, requesting tha Congress fo rant a sun of mony 
to our Colony, towards what we have adyaneed on acca 
of tho Continent. 1 took the opportunity this moruiag ta 
lay the samo before Congress, who have vated us die ata 
of forty thousand dollars, as you will seq by cho enclosed 
extract from their minutes, ; 

Lfear it will not be ready in lose than three or tinue 
weeks from this time, ws all that haw bean amitted jy ox 
pended, and soverd: grints previons (0 ours rude on tho 
next etission, whieh war aidored hy Congress near a 
month ago; bat the Committee hav bea retarded for want 
of propor paper; they now sity they shall begin ina tay 
days. . ; 
Tf tha Gongrose should not rise before the weney ig 
ready, (which is ut present ane Cults} Twill use ny be 
endeavours te send ib as soon as pawible hy nOT Tt Bon 
voyance ; perhaps T may send it to Camby ihee, wad inform 
you to send for it there, Uf the Congress shall rive Judore 
it can be procured, Twill give my orders to have it gent 
aa soon as may be, nuless, by tury ing t ahort tin, J ea 
bring it with mo, 

Lam, gundemen, with promt respect, your very himbla 
servant, 


JOSIAH DARTH 


Jorttait Barer. 
Tho Provincial Comittee of Bulety. 


SAMUEL CUOKER AND TENDIQCH PITRE LO LOD 8 Eee 
Wind. 
Marlton, Davee a, 178, 

My Lorn: Your fivoor of the 2d emrent we duly) re. 
cuived, and, agreeable to your directions ia the meta sant, 
wo have gent tho commission af Captains Mores, Howell, 
and Conway, and ull thei afticaa, exeepe dia etiga'a 
commission for Jonathan Ford: Morris, to who appoint 
ment there ave ae objectiong, unnieeesiary to mention 
by ua at this time, We wish some fit penien Wier ronan 
mncaded, or, at lent, bye Peron that ndght be mere 
agceenble for Cat eusignoy. Mire dahon lw wrate to Nets 
Brunswick aboat the barracos gid fordher, a fiw this 
day passed our Tfouse appointing Racrachinasters. What 
suecuss Tt Will mect with hy Goversour aud Couneil we 
can't yet tall, 

Ag to tho several other matters yore recommend (a9, 
bo aasuvod we will de ult in cue power to forward, 

We ara, with tondera af sorviow, your Lordvhip's sont 


sdiont humble servants 
ohediont humble ly, San, Mune, 


Thivo'h Mian. 


LORD STIRLING 90 TRAAg? BONNE 
Mileabathtowa, Davoniber dy, 12h, 

Siz T havo reevived your letter ofthis day'n dato hy 
Captain Conway. In anawer to whieh, Pret dosipe that 
ae will deliver into Captain Conway's chirge ull the 
plankets now under your envo as Barvaekmuter of this 
Provinces, having them first sorted intottifivent pareuls, 
via? Such as avo ns good as new anes, these a lily worn, 
such ts nro a quarter worn, ond soon; and this isto be 
dona in’ the presones of two or three indifferent purine, 
to he choson by yoursulf gud Captain Conteay, whose rex 
ceipt you will take for the samo; for my meiting iy, that 
wo shall bo onaworable foy the valuo of thes blankets 
and to pay that value into the hands of Any Person the 
Assembly of this Provingy shall appoint to receive the 
samo. Tho wsunl barrack farnitara you will alo deliver 
to Captain Conway, taking his reenipt far them, purtien- 
larly cnumorated,  Agd, with reared to the repairs neeese 
saty and tho providing firo-woud, 1 should te glad you 
would have il executed s and it shall lhe palsl for bye elt 
Commissary of the Jorsey Woops in the Soilinsaat vax: 
viee at the usual rates. 

Suimrana, 


To Isaac Bonnel, Esq, Porth-Amboyn “on 
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LOUD STIRLING TO NEW-voc ConaRisS. 
sd Hiznbothtown, Decombor 4d, (775. 

Ry a lotter of tho 27h ultimo, from the President of the 
Continental Congress, IL aménformed that he has wrote to 
the Convention of New-York, to furnish the Continental 
troops ander my command, in this Province, with as many 
firo-arms ag they can spare, and that ho bag desired them 
to ho sont for their uso. 

IT should be very glad to know what number can be 
spared; and as Lam ordered immediately to despateh six 
companies, of ninety each, to the new fort on LLudson 
river, in the Ilighdands, it would facilitate that service 
vory much if three hundred stand of avms could irmedi- 
ately he sent over to me; and in ordor to avoid any danger 
there may be in passing by water to this place, 1 will take 
care at any appointed time to receive them with a proper 
gaard, at Lfodoken, Weehawken, or any other place on 
Ludson river that Shall bo thought most proper. 

The six companies destined to garrison the beforomen- 
tioned now fort, I hope will be ready to move during this 
and tha next week, I purpose to mareh them to Dobbs's 
derry, where it will bo necessary that two or three sloops 
should attend about cight days boner, in order to enrbark 
and gail with them ag they arrive. As soon as Lean fix 
the day on which tho first company can bo there, will 
inform you of it. 

Bo pleased to inform me whether the bairacks at the 
now fortress bo it readiness to receive the six companies | 
am ordorod to send there, and whether provision, fire-wood, 
&e., bo provided. TI shall aso my utmost endeavours to 
furnish the companies Fsond off with twonty-four rounds of 
powder and ball, T hopo your Congress will provide a 
farther supply of those articlus at tho fortress, 


Lam, sir, your most bumblo sorvant, Sumnaina. 


Nathaniel Woodhull, Faq., Vice-President of tha lato 
New- Yori: Provincial Congross. 





GOVERNOUR TRYON ‘LO WHITETBAD LICKS 


Ship Dutelwosa of Gordon, Now-Y ort Uarhour, 
: Movonthor 4, 1775. 

Sint I desire you will lay hefore the Corporation the 
enclosed paper, containing my sentiments on the prosent 
convulsed state of this country, ad that you will please to 
make the samo publick. 

Jam, &c., . Wueaam ‘Tryon. 
To HWhitchead Ilicks, lisq., Mayor of tho City of Now- 

York. 


YO PIU TNUABITANTS OW YUE COLONY OF NUW-VORK, 

Tako this publick manner to signify to the inhabitants 
of this Provineo, that His Majesty bas boan graciously 
pleased to grant ine his royal permission Co withdraw from 
my Govoramont, aud at the samo time to assure them of 
my readiness to perform ovory servico in my power to 
promato the caumon felicity. 

Ef Lam oxeladad from every hope of being any ways 
instrumental cowards the re-estublishment of that hits 
ny, at prosent interupted, beeen Cireat Britain and hor 
Colonies, Loxpect soon to ho obliged to avail myself of 
Vis Majosty’s indulgence. 

Ji has given mo great pain to view the Colony commit- 
ted to my cure in such a turbulent state as not to have 
afforded ma, since my gurival, any prospect of being ablo 
to take the dispassionate and doliberato sense of its inhabi- 
tants, in a constitutional mannor, Upon tho resolution, of 
Parliament for composing the presont ferments in the Vio- 
vinees, A rosolution that was intonded for tho basis ofan 
accommodation, and if candidly’ considered in a way which 
it will bo most probably succussful, and treated with that 
delicacy and decaney requisite th the cultivation of a an- 
core reconciliation and friendship, might yet be improved 
for the purposes of restoring the general wanquillity and 
sceurity of the empire, 1 owe it 8 my aflvetion to this 
walonys to declare my wish that somo measure may he 
speoti Pf adopted for this purpose, as I feel an extrome de- 
grao of anxicly in being witness to the growing calamities 
of this country, without the power to allevinto (hem; ca- 
lamities that must incrense, whilo so many of the inhabi- 
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tants withhold their allegiance from the Sovereign, and 
their obedience to tho parent country, hy whose power and 
patronigo they havo hitherto been sustained and protect 
ed. Witaran ‘Trxon, 


Bhip Dutehoss of Cordon, Harbour of Now-York, 
Decombor 4, 1775, i 


TO 11S EXCELLENGY WILLIAM TRYON, ESQ, 
Now-York, Yocombar 6, 17765, 

Sta: As you lave been pleased to address yourself in 
a publick manner to the inhabitants of this Province at 
large, an apology can hardly be necessary for the freedom 
J use in conveying my sentiments to you on the interesting 
contents of your letter, in which, as an individual, { feel 
myself deeply concerned, 

The rectitude of your Exeollency’s conduet, in your 
oflicial capacity, has deservedly acquired you an aminent 
degree of popularity and esteom among all orders of men; 
and, on this account, every step you take is an object of 
peculiar attention; even what in another might seam of- 
fensive and exeoptionable, in you is rogurded with tho 
most indulgent partiality. £ should with regret see you 
embrace any measuro which might tend to alienate the 
aflections of tho people, and sully the Jaurels you havo 
reaped from your Brave virtuous administration, 

With respect to your letter under consideration, permit 
ine to intimate to you, that, unloss it bo a mere formality, 
arising fiom the necessity of your station, it is, at loast, a 
very indiscreet procoeding, and cun answer no other ond 
than to lessen you in tho goneral estimation, We haye too 
good wn opinion of your understanding to imaging you 
can suciously believe there is any thing conciliating, or 
looking towards an accommodation, in tho resolution” you 
mention; a resolution, the terms whereal aro diumehi-, 
cally opposite to every principle of liberty, and which has 
been recommended to us by tho most indelicate ad indes 
cent of all arguments—the point of tha bayonet. We 
most confess to you, that wo aro as yet in a state of too 
much simplicity to understand rightly that species of kind> 
ness which is evidenced by carnage and devastation, 

Our interests we consider as inseparably united with 
those of our sistor Colonies, In union we place ony 
strength 5 in disunion wo suo our dostruction. Wo have 
also tho greatest confidence in tho judguent and intogrit 
of those who aro entrusted with (ho management of publick 
adairs; and we can never think of doserting the conunon 
cause and breaking tho most suorad ongagomeonts, hy ven- 
turing to docide on what is proporly a snbject of general 
dotormination, and by exposing ourselves to the snares and 
entanglements of a separate treaty. ‘l'ho noonssity of 
union wo havo beon taught by the sagacions Lord North 
himself, who declared in the Fouse of Commons, in sup. 
port of tho motion, that if ono link of the chain could bo 
brokea, tha whale would inevitably fall (a pices, and that 
divide e¢ tmpera (divide and domincer) is a maxim both 
just and wise in Government. Jor this instanca of plain 
denling we are very tonal indebted to his Lordship; and 
if wo do not profic by it, wo shalt oxhibit to the world 9 
lasting monument of unexampled Ses 

Wo would not wish to supposo that you would offsr 
such violence to your “ affection for this Colony,” or bring 
such an indelible stain upon your own honour, as to ha 
capable of stooping to tho mean task of promoting those 
flagitious and dark designs avowed by tho Minister; and” 
yot, there aro unfortunately some appearances, whith, in 
a people less ingenuous than we are, might too easily beget 
a suspicion of the kind, 

At is incumbent upon us to thank your Excellency for 
tho gentecl and polite language in which you are pleased ' 
to charge us with disloyalty and rebellion, ‘To ‘say we 
have truitorously conspired against Eis Majesty’s crown aud 
dignity, and wantonly trampled upon the faws of dhe Stato, ‘ 
according to the stalo jargon of tho times, would be far! 
more harsh and ill-souding than tho smooth, harinotiow: 
expressions you have adopted. Only to toll us wo “with” 
hol our alleginneo fiom our Sovereign, and our obedidaée 
from the parent country,” is civil enough, all ukingscon-* 
sidered, But, at tho same time, wo beg leave ta Assure 
you that you liavo been deccivac as to the feetyand that, 
though we have been forcad ov stray from the ordinary 
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forms of decorum, we dosive nothing more than to bo speed- 
ily restored to the good old way in which wo trod for al- 
most two centuios, to the mutual satisfaction and advan- 
tage of Eagland and America, 1 know not how yon can 
be unacquainted with this truth, that it is in the power of 
Administration, in a moment, to re-establish the wanquillity 
and security of the empire, which they alone havo inter- 
rupted, by relinquishing those attempts which are subver- 
sive of our righta as a free people, and by reinstating us in 
the same happy situation in which the conclusion of the 
late war foun us, Then shall Briain reap a rich harvest 
of opulence and power, tho fruits of our loyalty and at- 
tachment, and we shall again flourish undor the fostering 
wings of areformed parent. 
I wish, hawaver, that your Execllency had thought 
(eee to explain what you meant by allegiance to the 
King, and obedience to the parent country, Tf by the for- 
mer you intond an unconditional obsequiousness to the will 
of tho Prince, or of his Ministers, even though repugnant 
to the constitution, and by the latter an absolute submis- 
sion to the laws of Parliament in all cases, we must con- 
foss it is our gloty to withhold both the one and the other. 
Wo acknowledgo no obligations which are inconsjstont with 
our rights and privileges as men and freemen. 
Tam, with all duo respect, your Excellency’s most hum- 


ble servant, A Crrizun 





EXTRACT OF A LETTER RECKIVED IN PHILADELTHIA, DATED 
MONTREAL, DECEMBER 4, 1'775. 


T have just arrived hero from Quebec, from whence I 
have beon driven on account of my refusing to tako arms 
tigainst the American troops. General Montgomery's bo- 
haviour in this country will gain him great honour, as he has 
all along acted with the greatest humanity and integrity. 
Mets now on bis way to Quedcel, with about three thou- 
sand mon, and I suppose will ba in possessio’ of that gar- 
sison ina few woeks, Goneral‘ytlefon has about twelve 
handred fighting men with be «but the extensiveness of 
the walls, and the different places that his troops must ro- 
pair to on an alarm, will so divide his force, that to mo it 
appears certain thoy cannot hold ont long, [His rigorous 
treatment of the Americans in Quebeck, from tho first en- 
trance of the troops into the country, would take up moro 
timo than I can spare; but to crown the whole, he has 
turned us all out, giving us two days to propare, but not 
sufloring us to take any thing, 

There will certainly be a strong army to retake Canada 
in the spring. The Gonoral has sent home a number of 
pilots to bring the floct hero enrly, I suppose the Con- 
grass will send men here to defend it; and, indeod, should 
they garrison it with ton or twvelvo thousand, it will not be 
in the power of Britain to retake it. 

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO COUNCIL OF MASSACITUSET YS. 
Lobanon, Docombor 4, 1775, 

Sm: Enclosod, 1 send you tho certificate, pormits, &o., 
from the Committee of Mulmouth to Captain Phineas Pan- 
ning, to purchaso and wansport provisions to the Island of 
Nantucket, and the subsequent doings of tho inhabitants of 
Suffolle County, on Long-Island, thereon, ‘This I should 
not havo noticad, but as {am informed by Captain Niles, 
who commands one of the armed vossels belonging to this 
Colony, called the Spy, of nine other vessels, as large, and 
some larger permits, somo of which have been into this 
Colony, but havo not succeeded here, and are now gone 
to Long-Island. Surely such large supplies of provisions 
to the favourites of Administration looks suspicious, and 
opght to be duly watched. Indeed, it was always my opi- 
nion that those inhabitants of that Island who aro friendly 
to this country’s cause, ought to romovo themselves to the 
main, and leave the rest to he supported by their good 
fiionds the Administration, I give you this intelligenco 
that such measuros may bo taken, that while we are at war 
with, we may not at the same'timo be feeding our enemies, 

Tam, with tho greatest respeat and esteem, sir, your 
most obedient, humblo, servant, 

; , Sonaniany Tromnunt. 
To the President of the,Council of the Massachusetis- 

«Bay, iy 
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Falmouth, Oetobor 19, 1775. 


Theso may certify any Committee of Correspondence, 
Inspection, &e., or any other whom it may concern, that 
wo, the Committeo of Corresgondonce of Lfalmouth, in dhe 
County of Barnstable, in the Province of Massachusetts- 
Bay, ave appointed a Committee of Supplies for the Island 
of Nantucket, with orders to give pormits to any that shalt 
mako application to us for provisions for tho internal uso 
of said Island, to be supplied through us, from any Colony 
or Province in North-imerica; thogo wo give permits to 
being porsons we can coufido in. 

Banaxian Basserr, Chairman. 
Naruayren Surventor, Clerk, 


A truo copy of the original, taken at Shelter-Island, 
November 27, by me, 
Rev, Moonn, Clerk of the Spy. 


These may certify to whom it maysconcern, that Phi- 
neas Hanning acquaints uz he intends to import to this 
Island a quantity of provisions, which we think will be 
wanted for the internal consumption of tho inhabitants. 

Jostau Banker, 
Snusaty, Bawany, 
Srevuen Iussey, 
Riemann Mironeny, Jr, 

A. tue copy of the original, taken at Shelter-Island, the 
27th of November, 1775, by me, 

Rev. Moony, Clerk of the Spy. 
Falmouth, Ootobor 10, 1775, 

This is to cortify whom it may concern, that the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence of the ‘Town of Fabnonih, in the 
County of Barnstable, ‘have permittod Phineas Manning, 
of Nantneket, to purchase five hundred barrels of flour, _ 
three hundred barrels of beef, one hundred firking of but- 
tor, one thousand woight of leather, six hundred weight of 
tallow, sixteon cords of wood, three hundred pair of shoes, 
and any other neooealy for tho internal consumption of 
the inhabitants of tho Island of Nantucket, agreeable to an 
act of the General Court of the Province of the Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, in New-Lngland, passed August, 1775. 

By ordor of the Committeo: 

Narwanten Suiventcx, Clerk, 

A true copy of tho original, taken at Sheller-Island, 
November 27, 1175.” 

° Rur. Moors, Clerk of the Spy. 


Selectmen, 


At a meoting of tho Committoo of the County of Sty 
Soll, November 7, 1775: 

Ordered, That Mr, Phineas Fanning bo pormitted to 
purehaso and take on board his vessel, the Ranger, in this 
county, five hundred barrels of flour, or wheat equivalent, 
three hundred barrels of beof, one hundred firkins of buttor, 
one thousand weight of leather, six hundred weight of tal. 
low, sixtoon cords of wood, three hundred pair of shoes, 
two hundred weight of flax, two hundred woight of hog’s 
lard, one hundred weight of candles, and twonty barrels of 
pork ; to be transported to Falmouth, in the Massachusetts. 
Bay ; and that he produce a certificate pt or before tho first 
of April next, from the Committee of Corrospondenco of 
said dalmouth, of the delivery of said goods according to 
their order, the danger of tho sens and svizures excopied, 
on penalty of boing advertised as an encfny to bis country ; 
said certificate to be delivered to the Chairman of thé Com- 
mittee of the town of Southold; aad that said poods ba 
shipped under the inspection of Coloncl Dhomas Cushing, 
Fanes Howell, Sylvester Lester, and James Lavens, or 
either of them, 


Per order: ~ Wa. Sarrir, Chateman. 


Tho above is a true copy of tho original, taken at Shel» 
tercIsland, November 27, 4775. 
Rev. Moonn, Clerk of the Spy, 


a 


COLONEL MOYLAN TO MASSACHUSETTS GOUNDITH 
Cambildge, Decombor 4, tere; 
Sin: S, Smith and Joseph Young woro taken prlgonars 
on board a sloop in tho Ministerial service, ag you will seo 
by a copy of a charter party, found amongst othor papers, 
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on board the sloop Polly. The first is the captain, the 
other the mate. 

John Hitch, captain; Thomas Goulding, pilot ; James 
Piper, John Siplin, Willicgn Allen, Thomas Anderson, 
Henry Stampson, mariners, These were taken on board the 
sloop Success, by some of the inhabitants of Salem. They 

‘were armed, and belong to Boston, Sent up by the Com- 
mittee of Safety. 

Pat. Burns, Richard Rabits, Robert Burnet, Thomas 
Walden, and William Hancock, sailors belonging to the 
Canceaue man-of-war. John Larkin and Bateman Ba- 
ker, midshipmen belonging to the Canceaua. 

Tam, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 

Sreruen Movzan, P. T. S. 
To the Hon. James Otis, President of the Council. 


P. S. A team will be necessary to carry the bagyage. 





GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Providence, Dacombor 4, 1775, 

Sin: Three men having deserted from one of the armed 
schooners in the harbour of Newport, on Wednesday eve- 
ning last, the Captain, with 2 Midshipman, came ashore 
after them, and were both taken prisoners. ‘They were 
brought here yesterday. The Captain, whose name is 
Stanhope, was a licutenent on board the Glasgow, It 
was reported that he was a son of Earl Stanhope. Upon 
examination he denied it, but confessed a relation and ac- 

waintance with his Lordship, and declined giving any par- 
ticular account of himsolf, I am informed that ho is nearly 
related to his Lordship; and that he is nephew to the 
Dutchess of Chandois, Ihave no doubt but that he is a 
person of some consequence. THe cannot be safely kept 
here unless he is confined in close jail, which I should not 
choose, I request your Excellency’s carly advice upon this 
subject; and, in the mean time, shall take every prudent 
precaution to prevent his escape. 

Yam greatly concerned at the disinclination of the sol- 
diers to reinlist in, the Continental Army ; and should be 
glad to know, as soon as possible, what deficiency there will 
probably be, that our attention may be turned towards sup- 
plying our quota for completing the army. For the doing 
of which, your Excellency may rely upon my utmost ex- 
ertions. 

Tam, with great esteem, sf, your most obedient and 
humble servant, 


To General Washington. 


Nicnovas Cooxe. 


AY A GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL HELD AT ROXBURY, DE- 

cemprn 4, 1775—presenT: 

Colonel Jonathan Ward, President. 

Mombers; Captains Rowley, Hazeltine, Ball, and 
Briggs: Lioutenants Bissel, Gray, Pincheon, J. Gray, 
Jacobs, Redding, und Sheppard, 

The Court being duly sworn, proceeded to the trial of 
John Short, a soldier in Captain Clapp’s Company, and 
Colonel Cotton’s Regiment, confined for desertion and 
theft. 

The prisoner afipears and pleads not guilty. 

_ On hearing the evidence brought to support the charge, 
the Court are unanimously of opinion the prisoner is guilty. 
It likewise appoars very clear to the Court, from sundry 
papers that were found with bim, and from his own inco- 
herent stories, that hg is guilty of a breach of the 27th and 
29th, and also the 8d article of the Rules and Regulations 
of the Massachusetts Army. According to said rules, the 
Court adjudge the following sums of money to be paid out 
ofhis wages and effects, viz: To Captain Earl Clapp, the 
gum of a 16s,, for expense of advertising and cuca 
ing him; also, 86s., that said Clapp paid, at said Shorts 
desire, fora former theft. To’ Min Cowing, a sdidier 
in Captain Clapp’s company, 36s. 10¢., that be carried 
away with him when he deserted. To Daniel Crawford, 
in said company, 42, 1Gs,, for the damage done him by 
stealing his clothes. Likewise adjudge him to be whipped 
thirty-nine stripes on the naked back, and suffer two years 
imprisonment in’ Newgate Prison, in Symsbury, and as 
much longer as the present contest between Gtreat Britain 
and the American Colonies shall subisist: 


_ Fourrn Sertes.~Von. tv. 
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John Smith, a soldier in Captain Harwood’s Company, 
and in Colonel Learned’s Regiment, confined for attempt- 
ing to desert to the enemy, 

‘The prisoner appears, and pleads guilty. 

The Court are of opinion he is guilty of a breach of the 

, 8th as well as of the 7th article of the Rules aud Regula- 
tions of the Massachusetts Army, and therefore adjudge 
him to pay the sum of eight shillings to Brigadier-General 
Thomas, to defray the expense of bringing him back to 
camp, and suffer six months imprisonment in Newgate 
Prison, in Synsbury. 

Owen Resick, a wansient person, confined for aiding, ad- 
vising, and assisting John Smith to desert to the enemy. 

The prisoner appears, and pleads not guilty. 

On hearing and examining the evidence brought to sup- 
port the charge, the Court are of opinion tho prisoner is 
guilty ofa breach of the 8th and 31st articles of the Rules 
and Regulations of the Massachusetés Army ; and there- 
fore adjudge him to suffer one year’s imprisonment in Netw- 
gate Prison, in Symsbury, and as much longer as the pre- 
sent disputes between Great Britain and the Colonies shall 
subsist. 

Attest : J. Wann, President. 


The above sentences were confirmed by Major-General 
Ward. Samurt Oseoon, Aid-de-camp, 


Abstract of Accounts sent the General respecting the fore- 
going Prisoners, viz: 
Mlowance of provisions, subsistence in health 





and during sickness, &c., charged, - - £18 18 11 
Tor attendance of John Smith, Nathaniel 
Winchell’s account, - - = - =~ = = 2 6 0 
Ashel Hollcomb, Ksq., keeping guard and 
tending, &c., John Smith,- - - - - lll 4 
Purchase Capon, Eleazer Rice, Nathaniel 
Finchell, and Samuel Prounty, seventy 
nights watching, at Is. 8d., - + - + 47 6 
Surgeons, dressing, visits, &c., John Smith, 766 
Committee, for expenses, - - - - = ~ 9 60 
Coffin for John Short, per Elijah Wolworth, T 0 
£43 18 2 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL M°DOUGALL. 
Cambridge, Deocombor 4, 1775, 
Sin: Henry Know, sq., having informed me by letter 
from New-York, of the 27th ultimo, that, apon his appli- 
cation, you had been kind enough to promise your good 
offices in Congress, to have twelve good iron four-pound- 
ers, with a quantity of shells and shot, sent to this camp, 
and also to spare two brass six-pounders, I have now the 
pleasure to acquaint you that we ave fully supplied with 
shells and shot from the store-ship which has fortunately 
fallen into our hands, and there is no necessity that these 
two articles should be sent. ‘The cannon are much want- 
ed, and I should be much obliged by your having them 
forwarded as expeditiously as possible. 
Lam, &c., Geornan WasHinaron. 


Colonel Alexander McDougall, New-York, 


t —_— 


ROBERT Il, HARRISON TO WILLIAM BARTLETT. 
Cambridge, Decombor 4, 1775, 

Sin: Tam commanded by his Excellency to inform you 
that he does not consider the sloop at Cape-Anne, sent in 
by Captain Broughton, to be a prize, and that he does not 
wish to have any thing to do with her. There should al- 
ways be great care taken that cargoes brought in should 
not be injured or embezzled. It appears that the vessel 
belongs to General Greene, and he will dispose of her as 
he shall think proper, I am, sir, your humble servant, 


R. H, Hanrisow, 
William Bartlett, Usq., Beverly. 


ROBERT H. HARRISON TO WILLIAM PALEREY. 
Cambridge, Dacembor'4, 1275, 
Sin: [ am commanded by his Excellency toinform you 
that he received your favours of the Jet and fdstant, and 
that your activity and conduct therit his approbation. He 
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js much obliged to the people who have aflorded their as- 
sistance in gocuring this valuable prize, and for the alert 
ness they have dicavered, and zeal forthe service af thair 
country. You will ho pleased to spare the Committee a 
few of the cannon shot, taking a receipt for tho same, and 
mooationing the sort, that they may be repaid when they 
get theis. As to the caunon, his Excellency is exceed. 
ingly sorry that the want of them herg js 50 great that he 
cannot spare them, or ho willingly would. Jlis xcelloney 
thinks that the ship Coneord and cargo should be a prize, 
as tho enemy every day ary seizing our vessels; but, con- 
ociving himself net authorized to judge a vessel coming 
from 43) itain here, with goods fora company or house in 
Boston, he thinks it expedient to send to Congress for their 
determination, for which purpose an express will go to- 
morrow morning, with such letters and papers as may be 
necessary for them to determine upon. 

If this vessel can be rua up into some secure place, 
where the caemy cannot gel her again, the goods may and 
should be kept on board, under a proper guard, to prevent 
ambexzloment. But if this cannot be done, and there will 
be danger of the onemy’s recovering the ship and exrgo, 
the goods must ba landed. ‘The bill of lading is sent for 
that purpose, which will do as well as the invoice, ‘here 
ave several small parecls on board, for which there are no 
invoices, Lam, &e., 

RIE Pannison, 

P,S. The Commitee may keep the two four-pounders 
you spared them tll called for, ‘Take their receipt. 


Vo Colonel John Glover, Marblehead, tha same. 


COLONEL MOYLAN LO JONATHAN GLOVER. 
Cunbridgo, Docamber 4, 1775, 
Siu: Lam commanded by his Mxcelleney to acknow- 
ledge tho receipt of your favour of the 8d instant, giving 
an account of Captuin Manty’s taking the sloop Concord, 
from Glasgow, with goods from Boston. His excellency 
has no doubts but (as the enemy are seizing and making 
prizes of our vessels every day) that reprisals should be 
made; but not thinking himself authorized to declare yes- 
sels taken, transporting goods from Inglish or British 
owners for their agents here, lawfil captures, he has 
thought it oxpedient to refer the matter to the determina- 
(ion of the Congress, for which an express is to set out 
with overy necessary letter and papers (hat were found on 
board Captain Laurie, If the ship can be kept entirely 
socure from the enemy, and run into any place where 
there would be no risk of the enemy getting ber again, his 
Excellency would adviso the cargo to bo kept on board, 
and an officer and guard to prevent ambozzlement or loss. 
{f this cannot bo dona, sho must bo untadened, and tho 
goods sveured until further orders. 
Lam yours, &e., 


To Iiltiam Burtle(t, isq., the same, 


S. Movnan, 


WILLIAM WATSON ‘TO ST'EPITEN MOYLAN. 
Plymouth, Deoemb, v 4, 1775. 
Sim: Your much esteemed favour of the Ist instant, per 
Lieutenant Champion, came to hand at eight o’clock, Sa- 
durday evening. 1 did, without n moments loss of timo, 
set out, determined, if it were possible, to get the brigan- 
tine to sea next day, which, with the assistance af my goad 
fiend, Mr. Spooner, I happily effected. After repairing 
on board the brig Sa¢urday night, inquiring into the cause 
af the uneasiness among the people, and finding it princi- 
pally owing to their want of clothing, and after supplying 
them with what they wanted, the whole crew, to a man, 
gave three cheers, and declared their readiness to go to sea 
the next morning. Tho warm weathor at that time, and the 
news of Captain Mandy's good success, had a very happy 
influence on tho minds of the people, Tho brig sailed Sun- 
day alernoon, and bas had fine weather ever since. 
Captain Coit is got from Barnstable, has hauled his 
schooner of the ways, is now graving and refitting her, will 
bo ready in two days, and is determined to take another 
cruise in her. His people are contented and behave well. 
‘al have the six negroes gow in my care, and shall wait 
hig Excollency’s directioné respecting them. 
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TL have, ngreeably to the Gonernl’s ordors of the 16th 
ultino, delivered to dates Jlatel’s order bis bedding aud 
wearing appatul, f found uothing seeretad aniong then. 

[would take this opportunigy to inform bis Excellency, 
that instend of seven hulf-joes delivered Captain Coit by 
Captain Cofin, it was eight half-joes, TL haye not had op- 
portunity yet (o mantion this matter to Captain Coit, Ef 
Coit hing delivered me one more than he reeoived of Caf 
Jin, E shall return it to him. 

Yam, siv, your most obedient humble servant, 

Wintrast Watson, 
Stephen Moylan, lis. 


ate 


RENHRAL WASHINGTON TO PREBIDENT OF CONQRESE. 
(Read Dosumbor 15, 1775.) 
Sumbridgs, Daaombor 4, 775, 

Sine Thad the honour of writing to you the 80th ulti 
mo, euclasing an inventory of the militaty stares taken on 
bourd the brig Maney, by Captain Alandy, of tho armed 
schooner Face. 1 have now to inforn you, that ho has 
sinea sent into Beverly a ship named the Concord, James 
Laurie muster, from Greenock, in Scotland, bound to Bos« 
ton, Sho has on board dry goods and conts, to the value 
of 3,606/, 9s. Td. sterling, shipped by Crawford, An- 
derson & Co,, and consigned to James anderson, mor- 
chant, in Boston, At is mentioned in the letters found on 
board, that this cargo was for the use of the army; but on 
strict examination [ find it is really the property of the 
shippers, and the person to whom consigned Pra 
what is to be done with this ship and cargo? and what with 
tho brigantine which brought the military stores? 

{twas agreed in tho conforonco last Ovfober, “that all 
vessels employed merely as transports and unarmed, with 
their crews, to bo set at liberty upon their giving security to» 
return to Herope; but that this indulgence be not extends. 
ed longer than till tho fest of April next.” In tha shippers’ 
letter they mention, “ you must procure a cqgtifeata: hom 
the Genoral and Admiral, of the Coneord’s .being in the 
Government service, such us the Glasgow packet brought 
with her, which was of grent service, procured a liberty to 
arm her, which was refused us, also gave her a preterenca for 
some recruits that went out in her,’ In another part of 
their letter they say, Captain Laurie will deliver you tho 
contract for the coals: we,gave it to him, as it perhaps 
might be of use ag a certificate of his ship being omployed 
in tho Government service.” Wyery letter on bonrd 
breathes nothing but enmity to this country, and a vast 
number of (hem there are, 

It is some time since L recommended to the Congress 
that they would institute a court for the trial of prizes made 
by the Continental armed vessels, which TL hopo they have 
ero now taken into their consideration, otherwise T should 
again take the liberty of urging it ia the most prossing: 
manner. 

The scandalous conduct of a great number of the Con- 
necticut troops, has laid mo under the necossity of calling 
in a body of the militia much sooner than I approhended 
there would be an occasion for such a stop. f was afinid 
some time ago that they would incline to go home whon 
the time of their inlistment expired. T called upon tho 
oflicors of the several regiments, to know whether they 
could prevail on the men to remain until the first of Janu- 
ary, ov till a sufficient number of otherforees could be 
raised to supply their place: T suppose they were deccived 
themselves; I know they deceived me, by assurances that 
I need be under no apprehension on that score, for the 
men, would not leave the lines. Last Eriday showed how 
much they were mistaken, as the major part of the troops 
of that Colony were going away with their arms and ame 
munition. Wo havo, bowevor, ie threats, persuasion, and 
the netivity of the poople of tho country, who sent back 
many of thom that had sol out, prevailed upon the mast 
part to stay; thera are about oighty of them missing. | 
havo ¢alled in threo thousand men from this Provinea ; and 
General Sullivan, who*lately returned from the Proyinee 
of New-Hampshire, haying informed me that a number of 
men were there ready at the shortest notice, I have de- 
manded two thousand from that Pyovines, "These two 
bodies I expect will be in by tho 10th ingtant, to nuke up 
the deficiency of tho Connecticut men, whom I have pra- 
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mised to dismiss on that day, as well as the numbers to- 


vel lewas obliged to grant furloughs before any would 
tultst. 

As the same defection isanuch to be apprehended when 
the time of the Massachusetis-Bay, New-Hampshire, and 
Rhode-Istand forces ave expired, I beg the altention of 
Congress to this important affair. I am informed that it 
hag been the custom of these Provinces, in the last war, for 
the legislative powers to order every town to provide a 
certain quota of men for the campaign: this, or some other 
mode, should be at present adopted, as I am satisfied the 
men cannot be had without. This the Congress will 
please to take into their immediate consideration. My 
suspicions on this head I shall also communicate to the 
Governours Trumbull and Cooke ; also to the New-Hamp- 
shire Convention, 

The number inlisted in the Jast week are about thirteen 
hundred men; by this you see how slow this important 
work goes on. Enclosed is a letter wrote to me by Gen- 
eral Putnam, recommending Colonel Babcock to the Bri- 
gadier-Generalship now vacant in this army. 1 know no- 
thing of this gentleman ; but I wish the vacancy was filled, 
as the want of one is attended with very gicat inconve- 
niences. 

An express has just come in from General Schuyler, 
with letters from Colonel Arnold and General Montgo- 
mery, copies of which I have the honour to enclose you, 
Upon the whole, I think affairs carry a pleasing aspect in 
that quarter, The reduction of Quebecle is an object of 
such great importance, that F doubt not the Congress will 
give avery assistance in their power for the accomplishing 
it this winter. 

By the last accounts from the armed schooners sent to 
the river i$. Lawrence, 1 fear we have but little to ex- 
pect from them; they were falling short of provisions, and 
mention that they would be obliged to retarn, which at this 
time is particularly unfortunate, as, if they choose a proper 
station, all the vessels coming down that river must fall into 
their hands. The plague, trouble, and vexation I have 
had with the crows of all the armed vessels, is inexpressi- 
ble. Ido believe there is not on carth a more disorderly 
set. very time they come into port we hear of nothing 
but mutinous complaints. Manly’s success has lately, 
and but lately, quieted his people. The crows of the 
Washington and Harrison have actually deserted them ; 
so that I have been under the necessity of ordering the 
agent to lay the lattesup, and get handé for the other on 
the best terms he could, 

The House of Representatives, and the honourable 
Board, have sent me a vote of theirs relative to the har- 
bour of Cape- Cod, which you have herewith. I shall send 
an officor thither to examine what can be done for its de- 
fence; though 1 do not think I shall be able to give them 
such assistance as may be requisite, for I have at present 
neither men, powder, or cannon to spare. The great want 
of powder is what the attention of Congress should be par- 
ticularly applied to. Idare not attempt any thing offen- 
sivo, let the tomptation or advantage be ever so great, as I 
have not more of that most essential article than will be 
absolutely necessary to defend our lines, should the enemy 
attempt to attack*them, 

By recent information from Boston, Gen. Ifowe is going to 
send out a number of the inhabitants, in order, it is thought, 
to maka more room for his expected reinforcements. 
There is one part of the information that | can hardly give 
credit to: a sailor says thata number of those coming out 
have been inoculated, with design of spreading the small- 
pox through this country and gamp. I have commupica- 
ted this to the General Court, and recommended their 
attention thereto. They are arming one of the transports 
in Boston, with which they mean to decoy some of our 
armed vossels, As we are gpprised of their design, I 
hope they will be disappointed. 

My best respects wait on the gentlemon in Congress, 
and Tam, sir, your most humble okedient servant, 

Geonce Wasnineton, 


The Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 
P. S. I was misinformed when I mentioned that one 


regiment had arrived at Boston ; a few companies of the 
seventeenth, and artillery, were all that are yet come, Near 
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three hundred persons are landed on Point Shirley, from 
Boston. 
GENERAL PUTNAM TO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 
Cump in Cambridge, Decombor 1, 1775. 

Sin: [shall osteem it asa particular favour if your Ex- 
cellency will be so obliging as to recommend my worthy 
friend, Colonel Henry Babcock, to the honourable Con- 
tinental Congress, to be appointed to the rank of Brigadier~ 
General in the Continental Army. 1 have been upon ser- 
vice with him several campaigns the last war, and bave 
seen him in action behave with great spirit and fortitude, 
when he had the command of a regiment, He has thig 
day been very serviceable in assisting me in quelling a 
mutiny, and bringing back a number of deserters. 

Your Excellency well knows Iam in grent want of a 
Brigadier-General in my division, and such a one as Ican 
put confidence in and rely upon, 1 know of no man who 
will fill the vacancy with more honour than the gentleman 
above named. 

I have the honour to be, with great truth and regard, 
your lixcellency’s most obedient, most humble servant, 

Isnaci Putnam, M. G. 
His Excellency General Washington. 
In tho House of Ropresontatives, Decombor 1,1775, 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Speaker and Colo- 
nel Orne, with such as the Honourable Board shall join, be 
a Committee to acquaint his Excellency General Wash- 
ington of the importance of Cape-Cod harhour, and to 
confer with him on some method to deprive the enemy of 
the advantage they now receive therefrom, 


Sont up for concurrence, J. Wannen, Speaker. 


In Council, Docomber 1, 1778, 
Walter Spooner, Esq,, is joined. 
Perez Morron, Dep. See’y. 


Read and concurred. 


ORDERS BY GENERAL WASIINGTON. 
Head-Quarters, Cambridge, Decombor 1, 1775, 
(Parole, Exeter.) {Counternign, Provideries.) 

The fatal consequences which have at all times, and 
upon all occasions, befallen armies attacked at unawares, 
when men are scattered and remote from their posts, or 
negligent whilst at thom, aro too well known, and very 
often too unhappily felt, to stand in need of desoription ; 
whereas, a handful of men, prepared for an attack, are 
seldom defeated : It is therefore ordered, in the most ex- 
press and peremptory terms, that no non-commissioned 
officer or soldier do presume, under any pretence what- 
socver, day or night, to be out of drum-call of his alarm 
post, without leave of the Captain or commanding officer 
of the company he belongs to, And it is also as atively 
ordered that no non-commissioned officer or soldier do 
pass from Cambridge, and the lines on this sido the river, 
to Roxbury, or come from thence hither, or go from either 
to any other place in the neighbourhood, without a written 
pass from the Captain or commanding oflicar of the com- 
pany he belongs to, although he should not mean to stay 
more than an hour or two. 

The officers of each regiment are to be subject to the 
same restraints, and to obtain Jeave in the same manner 
fiom the Colonel or commanding oflicer of the regiment 
they respectively belong to; and it is expected that all 
officers and soldiers in this army will pay the strictest at. 
tention to this order, as they shall answer the consequence, 
‘This order is not intended to change the mode of giving 
furloughs, (already pointed out jn past orders,) the sole 
design being to keep men to their duty, that they may be. 
always ready to meet their enemy upon the shortest notice, 

It is again and again expressly ordered, that an officer 
of each company do once a day examine the arms and 
ammunition of the company he belongs to, and: seb that 
they are fit for use. This and the foregoing ardgrs ard to 
be frequently read to the men, and the neelulnol them 
fully inculeated upon their minds; thay are to be’ const- 
dered as standing orders, til] countermanded, « * ~ ! 

The Colonels or commanding officers of the new estas 
blished regiments are to taka Sspedal gaye that the new, 
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reeruits ave put under proper drill-sorgonnts as fast as thoy 
join, in ordor that they may, as quick as possible, bo made 
acquainted with their duty, 1tis also recommended to 
theso gentlomun to provide their regiments with good 
drummers aad filers, 


Mond-Quartora, Cambridge, Docomber 2, 1775. 
(Parole, -—) {Counter sgn, —) 

Janes McCormick, of Capwin Dibble’s company, in 
Colonel /Poodbridge’s vegimont, tried at a General Court- 
Martial, for “ striking General Puduem’s horse, and saying, 
at the samo time, damn you! who is there? clear tho 
rou | and for repeatedly leaving the camp without orders.” 
The Court ave of opinion that the prisoner is guilty of a 
breach of the 8d, (5th, 16th, and 17th Auticlos of War, 
and adjudgo him to veccive thirty-nine lashes on bis hare 
back. 

Sergeant James King, of Colonel Pattersons yegi- 
mont, tried at the samo General Court-Martial, upon au 
appeal trom a Regimental Comt-Maitial. ‘he Court wera 
of opinion that the prisoner is guilty of being absent from 
his regiment without leave, and of striking and abusing 
Sergeant Good) ich when in the execution of his duty, and 
therefore adjudge tho prisoner to be reduced to the ranks 
and pay a fine of twenty shillings, to be appropriated ac- 
cording to the Sist Article of the Rules and Regulations 
of the Army. 


Mond.Quartors, Cambridgo, Deoantbor 3, 1775, 

(Parole, Sart fige.) (Counterdga, Ha dey.) 

{tis with surprise and astonishment the Genoral fearns, 
that, notwithstanding tho information which was communi- 
entod to the Connecticut troops, of tha relief being order 
atl to supply their places by the 10th of this mouth, that 
many of thom have taken their arms with them and gona 
off, not only without leave, but contrary to expross orders. 
‘This is, theroforo, to inform those who remain, that the 
Goneral has sont an express to the Goveinour of Connce- 
dicué with the names of such men as have left tho camp, 
in order that they may be dealt with in a mannor suited 
to tho ignominy of their behaviour, ‘Tho General also in- 
forms those who remain, that it is necessary for them to 
obtain a written discharge from the commanding officer of 
tho regiment they belong to, when thoy are dismissed on 
the 10th instant, that they may be distinguished from and 
not treated as deserters, 

The Colonels and commanding officers of the Connecti- 
cud regimonts are to give in tho names of all those of their 
respective rogimonts, for the purpose above mentioned. 


Tond.Quartors, Cambridgo, Nocomber 4, 1775. 
{Parole, Cushing.) (Counteralgny Payne.) 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gros, tried at a Jato General Court- 
Martial, whercof Brigadicr-General Sudiivan was Presi- 
dent, for “leaving his commanding officer without per- 
mission or ordeys, and roturning to Cambridge.” ‘The 
Court, after mature considoration of the evidence, are 
‘unaninously of opinion that the prisoner was, by absolute 
necassity, obliged to return with his division, and do there- 
fore acquit him with honour. 
The General orders Lioutenant-Colonel Enos to bo 
forthwith released from his arrest. 


Hoad.Quartore, Cambridgo, December 5, 1775, 
Parole, Albany. Countersign, Bristol, 





HXTRAOT OF A LETTER FROM LIEUTENANT-COLONEL 8coTT 
TO WIS FRIEND IN WILLIAMSBURGIT, VA.) DATED GREAT~ 
BRINGE, DuCuMBER 4, (775, 

Since my last wo hayo sent a party of one hundred mon, 
under the command of Col. Stevens, of tho Minuto Battalion, 
ovor the river, who foll in last night, about twelvo o'clock, 
with a guard of about thirty men, chiefly negrocs. Tho 
got close ‘ij to the sentinel undiscovered ; the sontinol chal- 
Jenged, and was not nnswered, upon which ho fired. Our 
people being too eager, began the fire immediately, with- 
sout orders, and kept it up gery hot for near fiftcen minutes. 
‘We killed one, burnt ancther in the house, and took two 
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prisoners, (all blacks,) with four axcanding Gino muskets, 
and defeated the guard. ‘Chere is bardly an hour in the 
day but we exchange a few shot. Lam, &e. 


te 


CONSTISUTIONAL POST-OPFIOR OF ANNAPOLIS, 
Annapolia Constitutional Post-Oilng, 
Daoombor f, 1775. i 

Notice is hereby given thot the Northward and South- 
ward Muils arrive at this oflies every 1 iday at wo o'clock, 
wid return the same day at six; and on every Monday a 
rider louves this town for Baddimore, and returns on Ztes« 
day for the Northward Mail, 

The Constitutional Oftice having been instituted hy the 
Congross for tho sceurity and ready conveyance of letters 
and all kinds of intelligence through this Continent, and 
as tho same has been attended with a great expense, it is 
not doubted that all well-wishers to the present Iatdablo 
Opposition in America will promote the same, by sending, 
and procuring to bo sent, all letters, packages, &a., to dhe 
Constitutional Post-Oftiee, 

Winnian Wurrcrors, Lostmaster, 


LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CoNanuss, 
Hond-Quuatora, Elizabothtown, Docomber 6, 1775. 

Sins In answer to the letters I wrote yosterday to Col 
one! HVoodhudl at New-York, | have this moment recelyad 
a letter fiom him, of whieh tho enclosed is a copy. 

Tho receipt of this Jetter shall mako no alteration in 
my conduet with regard to proparing tho six companies 
ordered to march to the now fortress on Judson river, 
bat shall hold them in readiness to march until further ore 
dor from the Congress. ‘Che members of tho Continen« 
tal Congress, who are best tequainted with the country in, 
the neighbourhood of the new fortress, must know the ime 
possibility of quartering men in any place contignous to 
it, for there ara not five habjtable houses within five miles 
of it. Itis my private opinion that wo can at any timo 
aid that fortress from hence as woll as from any other 
place L know of, especially if I am allowed a discretionary 
power of giving such aid, whenever, by my intellipence, | 
find it is like to be necessary; the men, in the mean 
time, will bo made moie fit for service. [fowovor, I shall 
strictly adhere to any instructions 1 may receive from the 
Congress. ; 

There are, 1am informed, several men, who wore re- 
cruited in this Province for the Netu- Yorde regiment in the 
Continental service, lately returned into this neighbourhood, 
I believe, without discharges ; they spread evil reports of 
the hardships they pretend to have met with, and greatly 
discourage the prosent service. I should be glad to be 
instructed what I may do with such as t meet with, 

With great voneration and esteem, J am: your most obe- 
dient and most humble servant, 

Sviawina, 
To tho Non, John Ilancochk, Usq. 


NATIIANIEL WOODHULE TO LORD STIRIING, 
Now-Yor’s, Dacambor 5, 1775, 

My Lonp: Wo were honoured last night with your 
favour of yesterday, upon the subject of arms for your 
troops, their marching to the new fort, and the making pro- 
vision of fire-wood and other necessaries for them, In 
answer to which we inforar you, that the Deputy Comumis- 
sary-General has orders to provide provisions for one thou- 
sand men, a considerable part of which is already sent to 
thé fort, and we have directed our Commissioners 10 pure 
chase fire-wood sufficient for tho barracks now built, and 
to bo built, for the winter*sonson, ‘Those alroady built 
will not lodgo more than three hundred men, and a great 
part of them are now oechpied by the workmen; the re 
mainiug part will not quarter moro than (vo complote 
companies. ‘l'wo incomplete companies are now thore, 
and a third came fron? thonco a few days ago, to guard the 
prisoners to Newark, When this company wos thera, the 
barracks were much crowded. It is expected that, in the 
courso of the winter, additional barracks will bo built, 
which, with those already built, will lodge about one thou- 
sand men. At present, it will be impossible to quarter the 
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six companies you mention in the fort, If they are sent 
up, they must be quartered in the neighbourheod, 

@ have it not in our power to supply the fort with any 
powder or ball, When it ig in our power, we shall do it 
very cheerfully. This Colony has been gleaned of its 
arms to furnish the troops raised in it. Many have been 
impressed for this purpose; and this city, in particular, has 
been stripped of five hundred and fifty of its best arms, so 
that we are very badly armed as a Colony, and have no 
arms in our power to spare. Our Colony has already put 
all its publick arms in the Continental service, and we 
hope our neighbours of Jersey have spared their’s before 
they called on us, stripped as we are. 

Our zeal to promote the publick service has determined 
us to purchase about one hundred muskets of our citizens, 
of different bores, with bayonets and steel ramrods, for 
your troops, for which we are to pay four pounds per mus- 
ket. To prevent any misunderstanding in settling the pub- 
lick accounts, we expect these arms are to be on account of 

our Colony, or the Confederated Colonies. They will be 
in order in about ten days. When they are finished we 
shall advise you. 

We are, with great truth and regard, your Lordship’s 
most obedient, humble servants. 

By order of the members present : 

Naruaniur, Woopnuty. 


The Right Won. William, Karl of Stirling. 


NEW-YORK CONGHESS TO COMMISSIONERS aT HIGHLANDS. 
Now-York, Docombor 5, 1775, 


Gayrtenen: The Continental Congress havo ordered 
six companies of ninety men each, besides those already 
here, to be placed in the fortifications on Hudson river. 

© These six companies are nearly ready, and if barracks can 
he fit to receive them, may be there in eight days, Wo 
earnestly request you (o have sufficient barracks completed 
for a thousand men, if possible, and to lay in immediately 
a sufficient quantity of fire-wood for the barracks that now 
are and can be built. 

We are, gentlemen, your humble servants. By order. 


To John Grenell, Samuel Bayard, William Bedlow, and 
Jonathan Lawrence, Esquires. 


. 


NEW-YORK COMMITTEE, 


Ata meeting of the General Committee for the City 
and County of New-York, on Tuesday evening, December 
5, 1775. Present: John Broome, Chairman, 

Colona! yor, Mr, Oilbot, Mr. Norwood, 

Mr, Roosevelt Cnptoin Donnis, Mr. Van Voorhies, 
Mr. Dunscomb, Mr. Ray, Son, Mr. Beuian, 

Mr, Brinkerhoff, Mr, Banker, Mr. Anthony, 

Mr, Johnson, Mr. Phonix, Mr. Bull, 

Me, Brower, Captain Poll, Mr, Junoway, 

Mr, Romeny, Mr. Ray, Jun, Colonel Lashor, 
Mr, Totton, Mr. Buasott, Mr. John Anthony, 
Mr. Millar, Mr, Byyanck, Mr. Roome, 


Mr. Moore, Mr, Abeo!, Colonel Latt, 
Mr, Abrahams, Mr, Sharpo, Mr. Mulligan, 
Mr. Bronsted, Mr, Van Zandt, Mr. Burlmg, 

Mr. Stoutonburgh, Mr, Sands, Mr. 'T, Curtenius. 


The case of James Taylor, respecting his having quitted 
his post at Foster Lewis’s, and suffciing two prisoners to 
escape, having been resumed, 

Ordered, Thay the Chairman issuo his Warrant to ap- 
prehend the said James Taylor, and hold him to bail until 
he be discharged by order of Congress or the Committe. 

A draft of a Petition to the honourable the Provincial 
Congress for the Province of New-York, was read, and is 
as follows, viz: 


To the Honourable the Provincial Congress for the Pro- 
vince of New-York, 
The Petition of ihe General Committee for the Citand 
. County of New-York, hiwnbly showeth : 


That a body of troops, from a neighbouring Colony, did 
lately make their publick eniry inté the city at noon-day, 
and did seize and carry off the types belonging to one of 
the publick Printers of this Colony, without any authority 
from the Continental or this Congress, your Petitioners, 
ot any other body having power to grant such authority. 
And being apprehensive that such incursions, should they 
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bo repeated, will be productive of many great and evil 
consequences to the inhabitants of such place wherein they 
may be heteafter made, your Petitioners do therefore con- 
ceive it highly necessary, inthe present situation of publick 
affairs, as well for the sake of internal peace and harmony 
of each Colony, as for the maintenance of the general 
union of the Continent, now happily subsisting, and so 
essential at this juncture, that each of the Associated Co- 
lonies on the Continent should have the sole management 
and regulation of its publick matters by its Congress or 
Committee, unless otherwise directed by the honourable 
the Continental Congress, 

Your Petitioners do therefore most humbly pray, that 
this honourable House of Delegates would be pleased to 
take the premises into their consideration, and devise some 
expedient to prevent, for the future, the inhabitants of any 
of the neighbouring Colonies coming into this, to direct the 
publick affairs of it, or to destroy the property or invade the 
liberty of its inhabitants, without the direction of the Con 
tinental or this Congiess, or the Committee of Safety, or 
the Committee of the County into which such inhabitants 
may come, or of the Continental Generals, unless there 
should be an invasion into this Colony. And your Peti- 
tioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray, &c. 

By order of the Committee. 


Ordered, That the same be fairly copied, and signed by 
the Chairman of this Committee, and delivered to the 
Chairman of the Congress, 

{t having been represented that Join Roff, Boatman, 
loaded for the Provincial account with Provisions and 
other necessaries, intended to leave this City, for <tlbany, 
this night, and a man-of-war’s Tender being on a cruise up 
the North River: 

Ordered, That the said Jokn Roff be directed not to 
depart this City without loave from the Chairman of this 
Committee, 

Information having been brought to the Committee, that 
an Armed Vessel was gone up the North River, which 
might intercept the Vessels coming down with Provisions, 

Ordered, That an Express be despatched to give notice 
to all the landing places as far up as Constitucion Fort, 
unless he shall have information that the said Vessel is 
returned to New-York, 

it having been representod to the Committee that thp 
appointment of a Town Major is very necessary at this 
time, and the same being put to vole, illiam Leary was 
appointed by a majority of voices. i 

Ordered, That William Leary be recommended to the 
Provincial Congress, and request that he may be appointed 
accordingly ; and that he be desired to act until he receives 
a commission for that purpose. 

Whereas it is reprosonted to this Conimittee that there 
are vacancies in several of the Beats in this City, for want 
of which being filled up by their proper Officers the Night- 
Watch is greatly interrupted: 

Ordered, That the commanding officer of every Rogi- 
ment be quthorized to appoint a day of election for every 
vacant office within his Rosusent, excepting Field or Staff 
Officers, and be empowered to call upon two Committee- 
men, who are hereby required to attend on the day ap- 
pointed to fill up the same, according to the direction of 
the Provincial Congress. 


The examination of John Myford, for aiding and assist- 
ing in the inlisting of men to send on board the Asta man- 
of-war: He says he never did supply the man-of-war with 
oars, but that Mr. Loft has had his boat, but does not know 
what was carried on hoard; that Captain Harris and the 
other two men were not above two or three hours at his 
houses that they informed him they were going up to 
Poughiceepsic, and had some money, of which they were 
afraid of being robbed, and desired the uso of the pistols, 
for which they left him a half-johannes in pledge ; that he 
never supplied the man-of-war with provisigns at any time 
whatever; that he did not make use of any ex pressions 
against tho Congress; that he was not acqugiifted wilh 
Richard Sprong’s going on board of the matzolwars or 
inlisting as a soldier. rete i 

The Committee faving ca the charge against the said 
John Myford, and his defence, 
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Ordered, That he bo discharged from his confinement, 
with a reprimand fiom the Chairman. 

It having-been reprosontod that there was n necossity for 
cortain Regulutions for tho Night-Wateh in this City, 

Ordered, hat 0 Committes of the following gentlomen 
bo appointed to draw up a sut of Regulations, and report 
them to the next Committes, viz: Colonal Lasher, Colonel 
Tlyer, Major Abeel, Captain Berrian, Major Stowlenbugh, 
and Captain (Gilbert. 

My, Gurtenius movos that Peter 2. Van Zandt bo ap- 
pointed Major in the ‘Chird Battalion, and Patrick elsh 
Adjutant. 

Tho office of Scarotary to this Board being vacant by 
the resignation of Mr, Blagge, 

Ordered, That the Chairman procure and commission a 
suitable poison to supply his placo. 

Gommnitteo Chambor, Friday ovoning, t 
Decombor 8, 1778. 


Twenty-cight Members mot, who not being sullicient to 
constituto 8 Louse, they dismissed. 


Committea Chambor, Tnesday avening, 
Docomber 12, 1775. 
The following Members met, viz: John Broome, Chair- 

man, 
Mr. 2. Phonix, 
Mr, Dunscomb, 
Mr. 'Lomptoton, 
Mr. Abort, 
Mr. Ray, Son,, 
Mr. Ray, Jun, 
Mr Bleokor, 


Mr, Roome, 
Japtuin Poll, 
Mr. GC. P. Bow, 
Mr. J. Totton, 
My. Abrahams, 
Gaptuin Dennis, 


My, Janaway, 

Mr, Banuoltt, 

Mr, Johuson, 

Colonol Lasher, 

Mr, Sloulenburgh, 

Mr, N, Roosovolt, 

Mr, Norwood, Mr, L. Burling, 

Mr, Ramany, Mr. W, Donning, 

The above Mombers roquested the Chairman to have an 

order served on the absonting Members, and know from 


them if they intended serving as Comimittee-mon in future, 


MAJON SKENE TO HUGH GAINT. 
Agia, Docombor 5, 1776, 
+ Mr. Gaire: Twas much surprised on reading your pa- 
per of the 20th of November last, to find that you was 
assured “that Major Skene, the younger, who was released 
from close confinement on his parole of honour, lately made 
his escapo from Connecticut,” &c, 

This assortion, being eutholy groundless, so far as it re~ 
spects my parole of honour, I think it my duty to inform 
tho publick thereof, in order to remove any impressions 
which so baso an act mast have made on them, — It is out 
of my powor, at present, to give any further proof of my 
innaconco, than hy appoaling to the Committea at Wart 
ford, for tho truth of what I declare, and which [ am posi- 
tive they will not contradict. 

1am, sir, your humblo servant, 

Ayprew P. Sxenn, 


DVUTONESS COUNTY COMMITTEE TO TIE NEW-YORK 
CONGRESS. 


Poughkeopsio, Decombor 5, 1775, 

Genrienny; Some few days past, three mon were com- 
mi(ted to jail in consequence of an order from the General 
Committee of Dutchess County, on a charge of having 
aided and assisted Pefer Earris in inlisting men for the 
Ministerial Army. The Committee of Poughiceepsie Pre- 
cinct, having reason to believe that some further discovery 
might be made of the pernicious scheme carrying on in 
this County against the friends of American liborty, as 
“well to procure further evidences against said prisoners, 
the Chairman issued citations for a number of persons to 
appear before said Committee the 4th instant, on which 
-day most of them appeared; and Mr. Justice Hillis being 
called in to qualify them, three persons, whom tho Com- 
mittoe deemed the most material witnesses, refused to be 
sworn, and contemned the authority of the Committee, say- 
‘ing, they had taken counsel so to do. 

And the Committee being of opinion that there are so- 
veral very officious Ministerial agents in this County, who 
‘have corrupted the minds gf many of the ignorant and baser 
sort af men among us, maliciously telling them, the Whigs 


CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., DECEMBER, 1775. 


188 


are in yehollion, the King would conquer thom, and thoir 
estates bo forfeited 5 and if they take up arms against them, 
the King, lor their services, will give thus the Whigs? pos- 
sessions: The Committes, guking these mutters into eon- 
sideration, and being of opinion that the denial of their 
authority is of tha last importance, and not heing cloar that 
any particulur rulo is pointed out by Congress, think it ox- 
pedient to solicit their advico in the premises. 

Wo aro, gentlemen, your most obedient and very ham- 
ble sorvants, 

By order of the Committee: 

Sanuur Donan, Chairman, 


To tho Provincial Congress, New- Yori. 


COLONLT KNOX TO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 
Fort Goorge, Docombor 5, 1775, 

May rr prmasn your Excertmuney: £ arrived horo 
yestorduy, and made preparations to go ovor tho Inke this 
morning, bat General Schuyler reaching here belore day 
prevents my going over for an hour or two, He has given 
mo a list of stores on the other side, from which 1 am en- 
abled to send an inventory of those which J intend to for- 
ward to camp, ‘The garrison at Zvconderoga is 80 wenk, 
tho conveyance from tho fart to the landing is so dificult, 
tho passngo across the lake so precarious, that Tam afraid 
it will bo ten days at least before 1 can got them on this 
side. When they are here, the conveyance from hence 
will depend entirely on the sledding; if that is good, the 
shall immodiately move forward ; without sledding, the rondds 
are go much guilied that it will bo impossible to move a 
step. General Sehuyler will do evory thing possiblo to 
forward this business. 

I have the honour to be, with the grontest respect, your, 
Excellency’s most obedient humble servant, 

Manny Knox, 

His Excellency General TVashington. 

P.S, Goneral Schuyler assures me, that, although the 
navigation through Laie- George should be stopped, yat, if 
there is any slodding, they shall move on anothdr way, 


A. List of Stores to be conveyed to Camp at Cambridge, 
Jrom Ticonderoga, 

Twelve 18-pounders, iton ; ono 18-pounder, brass ; two 
18-inch iron mortars; one Tinch iron mortar; one 6g-inch 
jron mortar; two mortars, one LOg?inch, iron; ono 10-inch, 
iron; two howitz, one 8f-ineh, iron; one 8-inch, iron ; ane 
8-inch mortar, brass; ono cohorn, brass; cloven brass fleld- 
pieces, 4-pounders; one brass field-pices, 24-pounder ; 
twenty-five boxes fead, the quantity in onch unknown, A 
small quantity of flints, 

The beds for mortars, and tho carriages for the cannon, 
are to be made at camp, except six ficld-carringos for tha 
brass fiold-pieces, which are now making at dlbany, 


GENDNAL MONTGOMERY TO UNNERAL SCHUYLER, 
Holland-ILougo, noar tho Woights of Abraham, 
Decombor 5, 1775, i 

My pean Gawenau: I have been this evening favoured 
with yours of the 19th ult., ond return you many thanks 
for your warm congratulations. Nothing shall be wanting 
on my part tg reap the advantage of our good fortune. Tho 
season has provad so favourable as to enable me to join 
Colonel Arnold at Potnt-aux-Trembles, where 1 anived 
with tho vessels Mr, Prescofé made usa present of, They 
caryied the few troops, aout threo hundred, which were 
equipped for a winter campaign, with the artillery, &e. 
Colonel Livingston is on Jus way, with some part of his 
regiment of Canadians, 

Mr. Carleton, who is 1 gupposo ashamed to show him« 
self in England, is now in town, and puts on tho show of 
dofence. ‘Pho works of Quedcele ave extremely oxtensive, 
and vary incapable of being defended, 

{lis gnrrison consists of Maclean’s banditti, tha sailors 
from the frigates and other vessels Inid up, together with 
the citizens obliged to take up arms, most of whom ara 
impatient of the fatigues of a siege, and wish to see mat~ 
ters accommodated amicably, J propose amusing Me. 
Carleton with a formal attack, erecting batteries, &., but 
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mean to assault the works, I believe, towards the lower 
town, whith is the weakest part. I have this day written 
to Mr, Carleton, and also to the inhabitants, which 1 hope 
will have some effect. I shadl be very sorry to be reduced 
to this mode of attack, because 1 know the melancholy 
consequences, but the approaching severe season, and the 
weakness of the gariison, together with the nature of the 
works, point it out too strong to be passed by. 

I find Colonel Arnold's corps an exceeding fine one, in- 
ured to fatigue, and well accustomed to cannon shot, (at 
Cambridge.) There is a style of discipline among them, 
much superior to what | have been used to see this cam- 

aign. He himself is active, intelligent, and enterprising. 

ortune often baffles the sanguine expectations of poor 
mortals, JT am not intoxicated with the favours I have re- 
ceived at her hands, but I do think there is a fair prospect 
of success, 

The Governour htas been so kind as to send out of town 
many of our friends {vho refused to do military duty ; among 
them several very intelligent men, capable of doing me 
considerable service. One of them, a Mr. Andill, 1 havo 
appointed chief engineer; Mr. Mott and all his suite hav- 
ing returned home. Be so good as to show Congress the 
necessity I was under of clothing the troops, to induce them 
to stay and undertake this service, at such an inclement 
season. I think had their Committee been with me, they 
would havo scen the propriety of grasping at every circum- 
stanco in my power, to induce them to engage again. I 
was not without my apprehensions of not only being una- 
blo to make my appearance here, but even of being obliged 
to relinquish the ground I had gained. Llowever, J hope 
the clothing and dollar bounty will not greatly exceed ibe 
bounty offered by Congress. Whilst the aflair of Chambly 
was in agitation, Major Brown, as I am well informed, 

emade some promises to the Canadians who engaged in that 
sorvice, which I believo I must, from motives of policy as 
well as justice, make good, viz: to share the stores, except- 
ing ammunition and artillery. When matters are settled, L 
shall pay them iu money, being inconvenient to part with 
the provisions. 
pon another occasion, 1 have also ventured to go be- 
yond the letter of the law. Colonel Zaston’s detachinent, 
at the mouth of the Sore’, was employed on the important 
‘service of stopping the fleet; they were half naked, and 
the weather was vory severc, wus afraid that not only 
they might grow impatient and relinquish the business in 
band, but I also saw the reluctance the trébps at Montreal 
showed to quit it, By way of stimulant, I offered asa 
reward all publick stores taken in the vessels, to the troops 
who went forward, except ammunition and provisions. 
Warner's corps refused to march, or at least declined it. 
Bedel’s went on, and came in for a share of the labour and 
honour. I hope the Congress will not think this money ill 
laid out. 

With year’s clothing of the 7th and 26th, [ have re- 
lieved the distresses of Arnold’s corps, and forwarded the 
clothing of sone other corps. The greatest part of that 
clothing is a fair prize, except such as immediately be- 
longed to the prisoners taken on board; they must be 
paid for theirs, as it was their own property. We shall 
have more time hefeaftor to settle this affair. Should there 
be any reason to apprehend an effort next spring to regain 
Canada, 1 would not wish to see less than ten thousand 
men ordered here? The Canadians will be our friends as 
Jong as we are able to maintain our ground, but they must 
not be depended upon,especially for defensive operations. 
The great distance from any support or relief renders jt in 
my opinion absolutely necessarysto make the most forsi- 
dable preparations for the security of this important Pro- 
vince, What advantages the country below Quebeck 
affords for defence I cannot yet assert, but the Rapids of 
Richlieu, some miles above, mpy be defended against all 
the navy and all the military force of Great Bretain, by 
such a body of troops as I have mentioned, provided with 
sufficient artillery, row-gallies, and pyoper vessels fitted for 
fire-ships. 

Some time since you desired a return from General 
Wooster of the men he has discharged between Albany 
and Ticonderoga. Iwas afraid there might be something 
disagreeable to him in the desire, and as it was too critical 
a time to put any body out of humour, I therefore sup- 


pressed it. I shall now make him acquainted with your 
pleasure on that head. 

There ore several appointments F have thought neccs- 
saly to make, which I shall soon make known to you. 1 
hope the Congress will not yield to any solicitations to the 
prejudice of the troops who have borne the burden of the 
service here. J have paid particular attention to Colonel 
Arnold’s recommendations. Indeed I must say he has 
brought with him many pretty young men. 

I don’t know whether | informed you, that it was in vain 
to think of engaging the troops for twelve months. The 
15th of April, which allows them time to plant their corn 
upon returning home, was all I dared to ask. I hope the 
proper measures will be taken for sending fresh troops into 
the country before that time. 


lam, &e., Ricuarv Mowrconeny, 





COLONFT: ARNOLD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Bofore Quebeck, December 5, 1775, 

May 1 pLmase your Excrtumncy: My last of the 20th 
ultimo, from Point-aur-Trembles, advising of my retiring 
from before Quebeck, make no doubt your Excellency has 
received. I continued at Potnt-aux-Trembles, until the 
3d instant, when to my great joy General Montgomery 
joined us with artillery, and about three hundred men, 
Yesterday we arrived here, and are making all possible 
preparation to attack the city, which has a wretched mot- 
ley garrison of disaffected seamen, marines and inhabitants; 
the walls in a ruinous situation, and cannot hold out long. 
Enclosed is a return of my detachment, amounting to six 
hundred and seventy-five men, for whom I have received 
clothing of General Montgomery. 1 hope thete will soon 
be provision made for paying the soldiers’ arrearages, as 
many of them have families who ae in want, A con- 
tinual hurry has provented my sending a continuation of 
my journal. 

Tam, with very great respect, your Excellency’s most 


obedient humble servant, Benno Anvocn, 
ENE % 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM AN OFFICER IN CANADA, 'TO 
ISATAIL THOMAS, DATED IL0SPLTAL-GENERAL, NRKAR QUE 
BECK, DECEMBER 5, 1775, 


The difficulties that our detachment underwent in the 
woods are bayond description. For forty oe Iwaded more 
or Jess, my feet continually wet, except nights; the most of 
the time freezing weather ; we were at an allowance of half 
a pint of flour a man for a fortnight, and half that time 
no meat; climbing hills, passing through morasses, cedar 
swamps, and drowned lands, wading creeks and rivers at 
the same time; the number that we Jost was small, not 
exceeding three or four, and these with hunger. We 
marched from Cambridge the 13th of September, and 
reached the Irench inhabitants the third of November. I 
arrived at Potné-Levi the 12th, and crossed the St. Law- 
rence tho 18th. | We lay before Quebec five days, then 
retired to Point-aux-Trembles in order to form a junction 
with General Montgomery, which was happily effected the 
first instant, and we returned to the place yesterday, and 
have laid close siege to the city of Quebeck, and are in 
hopes soon to bring them toterms. The inhabitants are all 
in our fayour, and are excessive kind. 





GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL SCHUYLER, - 
Lebanon, Docember 5, 1775; - 
Sin: I have to acknowledge your two esteemed favours 
of the 10th and 18th of last month, The events therein 
announced are vary interesting, and arguments of praise to 
the Supreme Director, and a termination of this affecting 
controversy between Great Britain and America, much to 
be wished for. The return of the troops taken at St’ 
John’s, sent me, is enclosed. They arc, by Congress, | 
called down to Pennsylvania, which is agreeable to us ib 
this Colony. BS eft 
Wishing you health and future prosperity, Vain, with 
great sincerity and regard, sir, your mést obedient -huinble 


servant, Jonarnan TRumunt. 


Major-General Schuyler, 
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GENERAL WASHINGLON TO TI UENTRAL COURT OF 
MASSACHUSETTS, 
Oumbellge, Pocumber 1778, 

Sin: Chavo of Inte mot with abundant reagon to be cons 

vineod of the impractcability of secraiting this amy to 
the new establishment, in any resonable time, by vo- 
Juntary inlistments. ‘he enuses of such oxeeeding Inke- 
warmness I shall not undertake to point out; sufliciant it is 
to know that tho [tet is so, Many reasons are nosigned; 
ono ouly £ shall mention, and that is, that the present 
soldiery ate in expectation of drawing, hom the landod 
interest and farmers a bounty equal to the allowance nt tha 
commencemont of this army, and that therefore they play 
off, Be this as it may, fam satistied chat this is not a time 
for trifling, and that the exigency of our affairs enlls aloud 
for vigorous exertions, By sad experience it is foand that 
tho Connecticut regiments have deserted, and avo whout ta 
dosort, the noble cause-wo me engayed in, Nor lave I 
any reason to buliove that the forees of New. umpshire, 
this Goverument, or Rhode= Island, will give stronzor pronts 
of their attachment to it whon tho period mrives when the: 
may elim a dismission. For, aller every stimulus wvaleh 
J hove been ablo to throw in their way, and near a month's 
close endeavour, wo have inlisted but about five thousand 
inen ; fifteen hundiod of whieh ave to be absencaca dota, 
on furlough, until all faye zone ome, in order that they 
tnay visit and provide for their families. 

tivo thousand militia from this Govermmont, and the 
Jolony of New-Jfaupstire, me ordered to bo at thie place 
hy tho 10th jnst,, to reliove the Conneetient regiments and 
tupply the deficiency whiek will be ovensianod by their 
departure aud those on ficlough, hese mon, Ean told 
by oficars wha have been eyewitnesses to their behaviour, 
fre not to be depended upon for more than a few days, 05 
(hey soon get tired, grow impatient, ungovernable, and of 
course leave the servicn, What will be the consequence, 
thon, if cho greatest part of the army is to be composed 
of such men? Upon the now establishment venty-six 
regiments word ordered to bo raised, besides hase of the 
artillery nud riflemen. OF these Neto Lampshire has three, 
Massachusotts sixtoon, Rhode-Istand wo, ond Conncetiont 
five, A mode of appointing the oflicors was recommended, 
and og strictly adhered to 23 cirewnstances would nidmit of, 
These officers ara now recruiting, with the success T have 
mnentioned. 

Thus, sir, have 1 given you a (rua aud impartial stato of 
our situation, and submit it to your wisdom, and tho other 
threo Now-ngland Colonios, whethor somo vigorous met- 
sures, if the powers of tha Government are adequate, ought 
not to be adoptod, to facilitate tho complotion of this army, 
without offoring a bounty from the publick, which tha Con- 
gress hove deolarod against, thinking the torms, exclusive 
thoreof, grenter than ever soldier had. T have by this con- 
voyauce Inid the matter before Congress, but the critical 
siteation of our afiirs will not awnit their doliboration and 
recommendation. Something must ho done without furthor 
delay. Lam, si, your obedient servant, 

Groran Wasuinaron, 


"Yo the Hon. the Gonoral Court of the Massachuselts-Bay, 





GENERAL COURT OF MASSACHUSETTS TO GEN, WASTINGTON, 
Watortown, Dooombor 7, 1775. 

Sim: We enclose to your Excallency an attested copy 
of the resolve passed by the General Court on the first 
instant ; upon the subject-matter of which resolve a Com- 
mitteo of both Houses had yesterday the honour ofr con- 
ference with your Excalloncy. We are clearly of opinion 
that the words of the resolve will not admit of such a con- 
alruction os was suggosted to your Iixcellency by Genoral 
Heath ; but that they plainly put tho offices and soldiers 
of the militia, now to be raised, upon the same footing, in 
all respeots, ag the rest of the American army under your 
Excellenoy's command, and that they were so intended by 
the Court, We could havo wished that Gen. Heath had 
deferred giving the information he did to your Excellency, 
unless he had been possessed of fuller evidence than he 
appears to have had. Wee trust this account of the matter 
will be fully satisfactory to your Excellency, and prevent 
any difficultics from arisigg upon this head. 


“His Excellency Gen." Washington. 
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CENEUAL WASHLNGTON TO GENERAL SOIUYLEIG 
Canbridyo, DotombA 8, 1778, 


Duan Sore Your much estecmad favaur of the 22d alt, 
covering Colonol Avoids Meter, with a copy of one to 
General Montgomery, wid his to you, TP recvived yestorday 
motning. te ave mo the highest satishetion to hear of 
Col. Arnold's being at Point Levi, with bis mon in proat 
spirits after their long und fitigquing march, attended with 
almout insuperable difliculties, tnd the discouraging ciream 
stance of being left by one-thad of tho treops tint wont on 
the expedition. "Pha merit of this gontlenan is certainly 
gent, and TL heartily wish chat fortune may distinguish him 
as one of her favomites. Lan convinced that he will do 
overy thing that his pradeneo and valour shall suggest, to 
add to the success of our arn, and for reducing Quebecte 
ta our possesdion. Should lw not be ablo to accomplish 
so dasirable a work with the forees he five, F (lator myself 
that it will bo ofected when Genergl Montgomery joins 
him, aud our conguest of Canada bo comploto, 

Lam sorry to find you so mach plagued and embarrassed 
hy the diarugard of Heiplve, confusion, and want of order 
among Uke tag, ag to have oecasioned you to mention to 
Congress an juelinaton to votive, T know that your gom- 
plaints are too woll founded, but T would willingly hope 
that nothing will induco you to quit tho service, and that 
in tia, order and subordination will take the place of con« 
fusion, and command be renderod moro agreoable, {have 
met with dificulties of the same sort, aud such os [never 
expected. But thay must bo borne with. Uho causa we 
avd engaged in 33 so juat and sighteons, that we must try 
to vise superior to avery obstacle in its support, and thore~ 
fore TE bog that you will not think of resigning, unless you 
hava carried your application to Congress toa fav ta r= 
cody, 

I am, done sir, with great osteem and rogard, yours? 
&e., 

Groncn Wasiuncron. 
Major-Genoral Schuyler, 
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CUNERAL WASIINOTON TO COLONTS: ARNOLD. 
Gurobridgo, Docombor 5, 1775. 

Duan Sins Your letter of tho Sth ultimo, with a post. 
seript of the 14th fiom Potnt-Levi, I finvo had the pleas 
sure to receive. — Lt is nol in the powar of any man to com~ 
niand sucecsa; latyou have dano more--you havo desorved 
it; and before this 1 hopo have mbt with the laurels which 
are duo to your toils, iy the possession of Quedeck, My 
thanks aro dao, aud sinvorely ollvred to you, lor your ontor- 
prising and persevering spirit, ‘Lo your brave followers I 
ikewise provont thom. Twas not unmindful of you or them 
in tho ostablishinont of « now army. One out of twenty~ 
six regiments (Intely Genoral Putnam’s) you aro appointed 
to the command of, and L have orderod ail the officers with 
you to the ono or tho othor of these rogiments, in tho rank 
they now bear, that in case they chooso to continua in sor. 
vico, and no appointments take place where they now are, 
no disappointment may follow, 

Nothing vory material has happened in this camp since 
you left it, Finding we are not lieoly tomlo much in the Jand 
way fittod out several privateers, or rather armod vessels, 
in behalf of the Continent, with which we have taken sevo- 
ral prizes, to the amount, it is supposad,of fifteen thousand 
pounds sterling; one of thom a yaluable store-ship, (but 
no powder in it,) containing 4 fine brass mortar, thitteeen+ 
inch, two thousand stand of arms, shot, 8c, &o, 

Thave no doubt but a junction of yonr detachment of 
thé army, under Genoro? Moitgoners, is elected before 
this, If so, you will put yourself under his command, and 
will, Lam persuaded, givo*him all the ossistanco in your 
powor to finish the glorious work you have bogun. hat 
the Almighty may preserve and prosper you in it, is the 
prayer ol; dear sir, &0., 


Colonel Arnold, —* 


P. S. You could not be more surprised than I was at 
Enos’s. return, with the division under his command. 
inmodiately put him under arrest, and had him tried for 
quitting the detachment without your orders He ig ace 
quitted on the score of provision. 


Gronan Wasuineron, 
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GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE. 
. Cambridgo, December 5, 1775. 

Sir: [have of late met with abundant reason to be con- 
vinced of the impracticability of recruiting this army to the 
new establishment, in any reasonable time, by voluntary 
inlistments. The causes of such exceeding great luke- 
warmness I shall not undertake to point out; sufficient it 
is to know that the fact isso. Many reasons are assigned ; 
one only I shall mention, and that is, that the present sol- 
diery ave in expectation of drawing from the landed inte- 
rest and farmers a bounty equal to the allowance at the 
commencement of this army, and that therefore they play 
off, Be this as it may, I am satisfied that this is not a time 
for wifling, and that the exigency of our affairs calls aloud 
for vigorous exertions. 

By sad experience it is found that the Connecticut regi- 
ments have deserted, and are about to desert the noble 
cause we are engaged in; nor have I any reason to believe 
that-the forces of*New-Hampshire, this Government, or 
Rhode-Island, will give stronger proofs of their attachment 
to it, when the period arrives when they may claim their 
dismission. Tor, after every stimulus in my power to throw 
in their way, and near a month’s close endeavour, we have in- 
listed but about five thousand men; fifteen hundred of which 
are to be absent at a time, on furlough, until all have gone 
home, in order to visit and provide for their families. Five 
thousand militia, from this Government and the Colony of 
New-Hampshire, we ordered to be at this place by the 
10th instant, to relieve the Connecticut regiments, and sup- 
ply the deficiency which will be occasioned by their depar- 
ture, and of those on furlough, These men, 1 am told, by 
officers who have been cye-witnesses to their behaviour, 
are not to be depended upon far moro than a few days, as 
they soon get tired, grow impatient, ungovernable, and of 
course leave the service. What will be the consequence, 
then, if the greatest part of the army is to be composed of 
such mon? Upon the new establishment, twenty-six regi- 
ments were ordered to be raised, besides those of the artil- 
lery and riflemen. Of these, New-Ilampshire has three, 
Massachusetts sixteen, Rhode-Jsland two, and Connecti 
cut five, A mode of appointing the officers was also 1e- 
commended, and ns strictly adhered to as circumstances 
would admit of, These oflicers are now reciuiting, with the 
success I have mentioned. 

Thas, sir, have I given you q,true and impartial state of 
our situation, and submit it to the wisdom of your and the 
other three New-Englapd Colonies, whotker some vigorous 
measures, if the powers of Government are adequate, ought 
not to be adapted, to facilitate the completion of this army, 
without offering a bounty from the publick, which Congress 
have declared against, thinking the terms, exclusive thereof, 
greater than over soldiers had. 1 have, by this convey- 
ance, laid the matter before Congress ; but the critical situa- 
tion of our affairs will not await their deliberation and re- 
commendation, Something must be done without further 


dolay, 1 am, sir, &o., Groner Wasiineron. 


COLONEL MOYLAN TO THE COMMITLER OF SAFETY OF SALEM. 
‘ Cambridge, Decembor 5, 1775, 
Guyeiuen: Tho brig Kingston Packet, Samuel In- 
gersoll, master, was taken at Barington, in Nova-Scotia, 
on suspicion of being engaged in business contrary to the 
Association of thé United Colonics, His Excellency can- 
not be a competent judge of such matters; if he was, he 
has no time to attend to them, He therefore commands 
me to lay the papers which came to his hands before you, 
and whatever you determine gn will meet the Genegal’s 
approbation, It is told his Excellency that the brig was 
to procead to Cape Frangois with har cargo; should she 
be permitted to proceed or not, you must be the judges. 
Lam, with groat respect, gentlemen, your most huyble 


servant, Srepnen Moyuan, P, 2S. 


ey 


COLONEL MOYLAN TO CAPTAIN PELRG WADSWORTH. 
_ Cambridgo, Deconiber 5, 1775, 
Sin: I have it in command from his Broly Gen, 
Washington, to desire that you will examine the harbour 
of Cape-Cod, and see what fortifications may be neces- 


Fourra Sentes.—Vou. 1v. 
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sary for the defence of its entrance, which, when you have 
with attention and accuracy executed, you will please to 
make a report thereof at Elead-quaiters. 
am, sit, your most humble servant, 
Srerven Moyian, P. T. S. 


COLONEL MOYLAN TO WILLIAM WATSON. 
Cambridgo, December 5, 1775. 
Sm: By people who came out of Boston yesterday, wa 
have an account that the enemy are fitting out one of the 
transports, which is to carry a number of guns and a large 
number of men ; that the guns are to be concealed in such 
a manner as not to be perceived until a vessel comes so 
close as it may not be in their power to get away, She 
is to carry every appearance of a transport, with hay, &c., 
on her quatters, in order to decoy one or more of our 
armed vessels into her clutches, If any of the armed 
vessels are in your port, and are to go out any more, (I 
mean if Martindale ov Cott can get men for their vessels, 
you will please to comnmnicate this intelligence to them, 
Captain Darby informs me that Captain Coit has un- 
justly seized on a schooner named the Thomas, fiom Fayal, 
bound to Salem. Itis his Excellency’s commands that 
she be immediately delivered up to him, and that Capt. 
Coit pay for any thing that the schooner may be robbed 
of. It ts not the intention of the Continent to interrupt 
good citizens in thoir trade. That was not the intent of 
fitting out these armed vessels at the Continental expense; 
this Capt. Coit would know well if he consulted the in- 
structions given him. 
1am, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 
Sreruun Moynan, 1. P. S. 
To William Watson, Esq., Plymouth. 


GENERAL COURT OF MASSACHUSETTS TO DELEGATES IN 
CONGRESS. 
Watorlown, Deaoimber 5, 1775, 


Grntiemen! We are informed by his Excellency 
General Washington, that it is his opinion the paying our 
troops by the lunar month will throw the rest of the amy 
into disorder, as the Continental Congress have resolved 
that it is the calendar month they mean to pay by, and 
that the difference between the two must be considered as 
a Colonial and not a Continental charge, 

We ave sensible it is unhappy when there is any milita- 
tion between the doings of any brangh in a society and 
those of the whole, as it hath a tendency to produce a 
disunion and disorders consequent thoreon ; but such, we 
consider, may be the state of things, that, fully to prevent 
a diversity, consistent with a due regard to the greatest 
good, may be impossible, 

Tho Congress have resolved that the men shall be pnitl 
by the calendar month. It may be unhappy for us, that 
previously we had taken a resolution diverse therefrom, 
with regard to our forces. You are sensible, gentlemen, 
that it hath been the invariable practice of this Colony to 
pay their troops by the lunar month, and it was with an 
expectation of this that our men inlisted. For us to have 
attempted an innovation after the service was performed, 
which would have been the case bad we adhered to the 
resolution of the American Congress, we supposed would 
have produced such uneasiness in the minds of the people 
as could not easily have been quicted, and that it would 
have destroyed that confidence and esteem which every 
person in the community ought to have of the justice and 
equity of their rulers, a confidence never more necessary 
to be maintained than at the present day, for, without this, 
it would have been extremely difficult, if not impossible, 
for us to have continued our forces in the field, 

When these circumstances are taken into consideration, 
and that our establishment for the pay of the men was 
long before any resolution was formed in the American 
Congress to pay the troops upon any conditions, thorefore 
cannot be considered as a desiga in this Colony to involye 
the United Colonies ‘in an undue expense in paying them. 
We trust that we shall meet with the approbation of the 
honourable Congress, and, if any inconveniences » shall 
arise, they will be attributed to the necessity of the case. 

With regird to the expense arising by the difference 
between the lunar and calenda months’ belng Colonial 
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and not Continental, aftor you have fully represented the 

matter to Congress, we can gitfely confide in thoir detormi- 

nation, being assmed that it will bo founded in that wise 

dom aud justice which hath ever marked their resolutions. 
Jn the namo and by ordey of the whole Court, 

Warrnn Srooner. 

To tho Tlon. John Tancock, Uhomas Cushing, Samuel 

Adans, John Adams, aud Ft. B, Paine, sys. 


WILTLAM WILEPPLE 80 QUNERAL SULLIVAN, 
In Committoo of Safity, Portsmouth, Nocombor 6, 1775. 
Sins Upon Mr. Sherdurne’s arrival on friday ovoning, 
expresses weut, which brought the Committee together 
on Saéurday in the forenoon, They immediately pro~ 
ceeded, with the utmost diligence, to raise the companies 
requestad, sent oft expresses to the County of Lil/sbo~ 
rough, to Concord, &e., as well as to the neighbouring 
towns, with a considerable number of intisting orders and 
letters to gentlemen of the greatest influence, requesting 
their vigorous oxertions in the affair, but have no returns 
from the distant parts, We have had many obstacles to 
encounter which we did not expect, and have spent most 
of the time, day and night, since we met, in endeavouring 
to surmount them, None of the troops here would in- 
list before they were paid for their time here, until the last 
inlistment, No pay-rolls were made out before, Wo 
have had near twenty to examine and pay, and nv great 
part to draw over and calculate, which took up a great 
deal of time. Many demanded pay for their time since 
tho Inst intistmont, which wa were obliged to comply with, 
Anothor great difficulty was, that but three out of four 
commissioned oflicers could be admitted into the compa- 
nies proposed, and many clamored highly because no fiold- 
officers wore to go, alledging they should be commanded 
by field-oflicoys from other Colonies, which they would not 
submit to. Several accounts wero current of naval pre- 
parations making at Bosdon, supposed for this port, which 
caused many to think we should be lef naked if our 
troops were sent hence, and encouraged the officers and 
soldiers to expect to be continued here if they did not inlist. 
However, alter struggling with all these and many more 
difficulties, we have so far prevailed as to get sevoral com- 
panies filled up. Captains Baker, Copps, dulleins, Clarke, 
and /ebster, from the troops here, we expect will be on 
their march to-day and to-morrow. Captain Mark Wig- 
gin, of Stratham, we lear, has raised a company, and is 
yoady to nivch, Soveral more companies are forwarded. 
Captain Denbo, of Lee, inlisted near thirty men hero, and 
wont home to recruit on Sunday. Wo think thero is a 
good prospect of near half (he companies you asked for 
being seasonally in, from this part of the Colony. Wo 
hopo the peaple on the western part of the Governmont 
will exert themselves. A fow more than thirty-one orders 
have been piven out, as we thought some would fail. 
Strict orders have been given every one to be at the 
camp by tho 10th instant ; howover, it is probable, as the 
time was so short, somo will be Inter, Lf they should, in 
that case, be sent back, it will hurt the cause greatly. 
We shall continue our most strenuous eflorts to forward the 
mon. Colonel urnkam has, to his great honour, excrte 
himself greatly in this matter, Lis influence has increas 
ed the inlistment very much, Ho is now going forward 
to hasten and muster the companies, and accompany them 
to the camp, We commend him to your notice as a per- 
son very deserving, especially for his oxtraordinary zeal in 
this mancuyre, 
In behalf of the Committee, Iam your obedient hum- 


Sat a Wa. Wirreir, 
‘Lo Brigndior-Goneral Sullivan. 
melts 


PROCLAMATION BY GOVERNOUR LLGGh, 
i, 


By his Evcellency Puanors Lraan, Lsg., Captain Gene- 
ral and Governour-in-chiof in and over His Majesty's 
Province of Nova-Scovia and its Dependencies, Vice- 
Admiral of the same, §e., Se. 

Procuamation. 


‘Whereas, in prejudice of all order and regularity, a dar- 
ing.and traitorous raboltign against His Majesty’s person 
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and Government at present subsists in many of [is Ma- 
josty’s Plantations and Colonies on this Continent : 

nd whereas, fa purauqnee of such unaatural aud uai- 
torous designs, many of the Rebels from the said Colo- 
nivs havo, at soveral times, diffed to insult aud make netual 
invasion on this Provinces, to the great detriment of num 
bors of flis Majesty’s faithful subjects therein: 

Aud whereas, by such like proceedings as these, the 
trade of this Province may be endangered, and thereby 
the accustomed and Jawful pursuits of its inhabitants bo 
hindered or prevented 5 armed vessels fitted out by the 
Robols haying, ut several times, traitorously and iogally 
seized and made prizes of vessels the property of [lis 
Majesty’s loyal subjects of this Province, and particularly, 
of late, two armed vessels have appeared off Canso, where 
they havo daringly soized and taken a schooner belonging 
to this Port; 

‘Yo tho intent, therefore, that all and such file pro- 
ceedings way in future be prevented, the persons and 
properties of Lis Majosty’s faithful and loyal sulfjects 
within this Provinee bo rendered secure, and that all aid- 
ers, abetlors, and correspondencers with Rebels, in arms 
ngainst Wis Majesty’s Government, may more eflvctually 
and speedily be convicted and brought to condign punial~ 
ment for such atrocious and treasonable crimes, [ have 
thought fit, and L do hereby, with and by the advieo and 
conseut of His Majesty’s Council, publish and declare 
martial Jaw, to be of full foree within this Provineo, requir 
ing all porsons to take notice thereof, 

And all [lis Majesty’s oficers military, are hereby re+ 
quired to assemble in military array, and by force of arms 
to repel all such invaders and all other His Majesty’s 
onomies. And all Tis Majesty’s civil oficers, andl other 
his lioge subjects, are hereby required to bo aiding and as- 
sisting therem, agreeably to the Jaws of the Provinea in 
that caso mado and provided, and to obey all such ordors “ 
ag they shall receive from me, or other military officers 
appointed by me Jor that: purpose, 

Given under my hand and seal at Ualifox, this bth 
day of December, 1775, and in tho sixteenth year of Eis 


ic gt Sk 
Q 8 rou. 
Majosty’s roig Franois Leaae, 


By his [xcellency’s command, 
Ricuann BurKenny, 


Gop save the King! 


ane 
ADDRESS OF THE NOBLEMEN, EIC., OF TUR COUNTY OF 
© CALTIINESS.¢ 


Address of the Noblemen, Gentlemen, Freeholders, 
Justices of the Peace, and Commissioners of Supply, of 
the County of Cidthness, in gonoral meeting haarbled, 
transmitted to tho Karl of Suffolk, ono of His Majosty’s 
principal Seeretaries of State, and presonted to Ils Ma- 
Jesty. 

Unto the King’s Most Havellent Majesty. 

The lamble Address of the Noblemen, Genilemen, Eyrce~ 
holders, Justices of the Peace, and Commissioners af 
Supply, of the County of Cavenunnss, in general mect> 
ing assembled. 


Most Gracious Sovereign: on 

Alarmed with the prospect of scaing the greatost and 
noblest, because the freest empire that God ever framod, 
rent in pieces by an unnatural war with America, and an 
unprovoked faction at home, which has fomented and stift 
foments that spirit of rebellion, we your Majesty’s most 
dutiful and loyal subjects, the Noblemen, Gentlemen, 
Frecholders, Justices of tha Peace, and Commissioners of 
Supply of Caithness, at this dangerous crisis, presume to 
express the sentiments of duty and loyalty which animate 
the breasts of tho inhabitants of this most northerly part of 
your Majesty’s dominions, 

We beg leavo to assure your Majesty that tho hearts of 
all your people aro united in aflection and gratinde to 
your person. “hat a approve highly of the lenient 
measures which your.Majesty and Parliament have hj. 
therto taken with regard to America; and that they will 
support with their lives and fortunes, the vigorous exertions 
which they foresee may soon bo necessary to subdue a re- 
bellion premeditated, unprovoked, and that is every day 


becoming more general. , 
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Untainted by the vices that too often accompany af- 
fluence, eur people have been inured to industry, sobriety, 
and, when engaged in your Majesty’s service, have been 
distinguished for an exact gbedience to discipline, and a 
faithful discharge of duty ; and we hope, if called forth to 
action in one combined corps, it will be their highest am- 
bition to meiit a favourable report to your Majesty from 
their superior officers, At the sume time, it is our most 
ardent prayer to Almighty God, that the eyes of our de- 
luded fellow-subjects in America may soon be opened, to 
see whether it is safe to trust in a Congress unconstitu- 
tionally assembled, in a band of officers unconstitutionally 
appointed, or in a British King and Parliament whose 
combined powers have indeed often restrained the licen- 
Howser, but never invaded the rational liberties of man- 

ind. 

Signed in our nome, and by our appointment, by our 
Prases, at Zhurso,the 6th day of December, 1775. 

& Caithness Prases. 


ADDRESS OF THE MAGISTRATES, RYC., OF CUPAR IN LIFE, 


Address of the Magistrates, Council, and Incorporations 
of the Royal Burgh of Cupar, in Fife, wansmitted to the 
Earl of Suffolic, one of His Majesty’s principal Secretaries 
of State, and presented to His Majesty. 


To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 


Most Gracious Sovereign: 
Woe, your Majesty’s most loyal and dutiful subjects, the 
Provost, Magistrates, Council, and Incorporations of your 
Royal Burgh of Cupar, in I¥fe, beg leave humbly to tes- 
tify to your Majesty our unshaken attachment to your per- 
son, family, and Government, that, sensible of the many 
valuable blessings we, with the rest of your Majesty’s sub- 
* jects enjoy, under your mild, legal, and just Government, 
do, with the utmost abhorrence and detestation, see an, un- 
natural rebellion broke out in your Majesty’s American 
Colonies, influenced by some restless and seditious spirits 
among themselves, and not a little fomented by a small 
disappointed faction at home; and we humbly beg leave 
to assure your Majesty, that (with the almost universal 
voice of your Biles’ British subjects,) we will concur, 
with heart and hand, life and goods, in supporting your 
Majesty in executing those measures you shall judge most 
effectual for restoring peace, liborty, and a due dependance 
on your Majesty, and the legislative authority of this em- 
pire, in the British Aencrican Colonies ; “where rebellion, 
tyranny, oppression, and confusion do at present prevail. 
Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our ap- 
pointment, by 


Cupar, Decembor 6, 1775, 


Joun Baxren, Provost, 


MEETING OF SUGAR PLANTERS AND LONDON MERCIIANTS, 


Ata general mecting of the Planters of His Majesty’s 
Sugar Colonies, residing in Great Britain, and of the 
Merchants of London, wading to the said Colonies, at the 
London Tavern, December 6, 1775: 

Bexusrow Lona, Lisq., in the Chair. 

Resolved, Thatpa Committee be appointed to attend 
to the general interest of the West-India Planters and 
Merchants at this alarming crisis, and to report their pro- 
ceedings to such general meetings as may be called from 
time to time. 

Resolved, That the Committee consist of forty-three ; 
and that the following*gentlemen be named of the Com- 
mittee: Beeston Long, Richard Oliver, James Phipps, 
Samuel ‘Lurner, George Drake Charles Spooner, JL. 
Aikenhead, Stephen Fuller, John Kennion, John Bourke, 
Thomas Oliver, John Pennant, Bryan Edwards, John 
Ellis, Joshua Steele, Richard Atkinson, Edward Morant, 
John Brathwaite, Alexander Campbell, Sir James Copk- 
burn, Bart., John Hankey, Samuel Eastwick, Godschall 
Johnson, Eose Fuller, Sir Philip Gibbs, Bart., John 
Jackson, Michael MeNamara, William Holder, William 
Bond, Thomas Walker, Henry Dawkins, Hon. Thomas 
Walpole, Richard Neave, George Walker, Thomas Bod- 
dington, Thomas Lucas, ‘Arnold Nesbit James Gordon, 
Thomas Storer, Wastel Briscoe, Philip Dehany, Chalmer 
Archdekne, John Trenanion, Esquires. 
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Resolved, That seven be a quorum to do business. 

Resolved, That the said Committee be instructed to 
give particular attention to the Bill now depending in the 
House of Commons, interdicting all foreign trade with the 
associated Colonies, thereby confirming that agreement, of 
whose ruinous effects a general meeting expressed their 
apprehensions to both Houses of Parliament the last ses- 
sion, and also to certain Resolutions of the House of Com- 
mons, intending important variations in the several Acts of 
Parliament, which gave the produce of the British Plan- 
tations in the West-{ndies a preference over the produce of 
the foreign. 

A Petition to the House of Commons being produced 
by Mr. Eastwick ; it is 

Resolved, That the same be immediately referred to the 
consideration of the said Committee, who accordingly with- 
drew, and after some time reported the same with amend- 
ments, 

Resolved, That the said Petition is proper to be pre- 
sented to the House of Commons, and that the same be 
engrossed, and loft for signing at the London Tavern till 
to-morrow at two o’clock in the afternoon, 

Resolved, That Mr. Alderman Oliver be desired to pre~ 
sent the said Petition, and that the several members inte- 
rested in the West-India Islands, and the Representatives 
of London, Bristol, Liverpool, and the great commercial 
towns, be requested to attend and support the sume, 

Resolved, That the Thanks of this meeting be given to 
Mr, Eastwick for the above Petition. 

James Auten, Seeretary. 


The Committee having agreed to confine their present 
Petition merely to the subject of the Bill depending in 
Paliament, reserving themselves for further appliention on 
othor matters, so much only of the following Petition was 
presented to the House of Commons as related to the Bill. 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great Burraiy, tt 
; 
Parliament assembled. 


The humble Petition of the Planters of Tlis Majesty's 
Sugar Colonies residing in Grear Briain, and of the 
Merchants of Lonpon trading to the said Colonies : 


Showeth, that your Petitioners having upon a former 
oceasion stated and laid before this honourable LTouse, with 
all the accuracy, precision and wuth that were in us, the 
worth and value of His Majesty’s Sugar Colonies in the 
West- Indies, their national magnitude and importance to 
Great Britain, their situation os depending upon their 
sister Colonies in North-America, for the maintenance of 
property and support of life, our fears and apprehensions 
of dangers and distress, arising out of the unhappy dis- 
putes subsisting between Great Britain and America; wo 
firmly trusted, if conciliation did not render it unnecessary 
that these substantial motives would have made us the ob« 
jects of your consideration and attention. 

That, in this state of things, at first positively bad, now 
comparatively worse, and soon, too soon, may be supeila- 
tively bad; again do we, your Petitioners, find ourselves 
obliged to return, to lay our grievances before yeu, and to 
implore that relief which justice pleads for, under innocent 
and unmetited sufferings, : 

That, fixed between two contending powers, to be aban- 
doned by both, though tied to each by the closest bands of 
interest, of friendship, of blood; and to be left to beggary, 
nay, to famine, without a helping hand from either; what 
scene of piteous horror more can imagination form, And 
yet this frightful picture is our own, ; 

That, thrust out from our natural channel, and stopped 
from that course of trade which immemorial usage had ren- 
dered habitual, and tilt now uninterrupted, it is uot in us, 
but in your wisdom, to say what substitute must now take 
place, what mannor of help may be bod. 

That suggestions of bounties on certain enumerated goods 
to be procured from Canada, Nova- Scotia, and the Lloré- 
das, have been made, as one probable mode of assistance 3 
but, added to the vain hope of receiving any stipplies front 
these Colonies, alas, sorry are we to think that our wants 
and necessities will afford bounties of a suflicient ercou- 
ragement to them, and enough to fill even the unsparing 
hand of extortion itself. ee 

That another idea has been Gntertained of obtaining & 
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market for the disposal of our rum; an idea, though very 
inadequate to our purposes, yat, Os i promises some udyan- 
tage, and is tho ouly auchor of hopo that remains with us, 
we wish to chorish, and to look towards you for its effects, 

That the means that haye heen pointed out for eflee- 
tuating this measure, aro in (wo ways: either to slop the 
distillation of malt spirits bere, and (hus achit guy rum to 
consumption in their room, with the general impost upon 
it, or by taking off the goncral impost, to enable as to sell 
it at so low a prica, as by increasing therchy the constump- 
tion, tho increased quantity imported might, in like propor- 
tion, find its vent. 

That, amidst the flattering expectation that that applica- 
tion might moet a forward disposition in you to relieve, our 
hopes aro at once blasted, and cut off by the bringing th of 
a Dill to probibit all trade and intercourse with the Co- 
lonies of New- Hampshire, Mussachusetts- Buy,” &e., by 
which we feel ourselves considered as objects of intended 
punishment, rather than as faithful subjects in need of pro- 
tection, 

That, when the American Congress adopted their Nan- 
Importation and Non-1xportation Rosolve, the fears nata- 
rally arising to ug from thence were somewhat abated, by a 
reliance on our parts of a relaxation of theirs, at loast with 
regard to us; but lest, happily for us, this event might 
succeed, the present bill not only deprives us of the pro- 
hability, but establishes the impossibility likewise, 

That, as to the principle and genoral policy of tho bill, 
theso we leave to those whom they may concern ; we con- 
fino ourgolyes morely to so much thereof! ag is aillicting to 
us, 

Your Potitonors, therefore, aost hambly pray, that 
upon this ground we may be allowed to be heard at your 
bar, by our agonts and counsel, against tho suid bill, rely~ 
ing on your wisdom, goodness, justice, and morcy, not 
only for special relief in this instance, but for such other 
assistance as wo have asked, and you can further give, 

And your Petitionors, as in duty bound, will ever pray, 
&e, 





EXYRACT OF A LEVER FROM SOUTI-CAROLINA, RECELVED 
AY WILLIAMSBURGH, VA. DECEMBER 6, 1775. 
Maving nn opportunity to Virginia, 1 embrace it with 
leasure, to inform you what confusions we have in this 
Province, ‘The upper part aro agrinst the lower part, 
The former call themselves King’s men, and as such will 
not submit to the laws of the Provincial Congress; they 
fre even raising a party to puta stop to their proceedings, 
Many of our lives are throatened by thon One Colonel 
Bletchall, ad Colonel Kirkland, avo at the hoad of this 
party, ‘Choy have tho vanity to think that they can influ- 
gnce tho minds of tho peoplo in gonoral, and by that moans 
subdue tho reat; thon proceal to North-Carolina and 
Virginia, and so on, till they mect General Gage ; then 
to compel the Americans to swallow those unreasonable 
fiots which Tuord North and his party have mado; and after 
all is accomplished, they expect that tha King will make 
ono of thom Genoralissino over all the Continent, 

A. few days past, enumber of the Sons of Liberty went 
and took a certain Mr. Brown, the principal man they had 
that could say any thing worth hearing, and gave hima 
gontce] suit of tar and feathers, which so exasperated his 
clan that they raised a company, which was coming down 
to take every person that had a hand in it; but the report 
of a few great guns, which we had luckily procured, put an 
entire stop to them with respect to that manceuvre, 

My dear friend, only observe the vanity, pride, and am- 
hition of these men, Let us be aware of their abominable 
principles, and pity such who ave led by them. We have 
entirely overcome that body in the aforesaid quarter, and 
reduced them to thoir former submission. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER YROM A GENTLEMAN IN HANRICO, 
TO 118 RIEND IN WILGIAMSBURGH, DATED DECEMBER 
6, 1775. 

Wo that live on theriver, and have Gsheries, ato in daily 
apprehension of being visited by the Upland people, and 
jhave our houses searched for salt, as it seems they are in 
extremo want of that artifle, and’ imagine wo have Inid up 
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a suporabundance, Several companies of armod men have 
wlrondy come down and taken it from the merchants, One 
company, on Monday last, eume by my house, and wont 
over to Mour-Mile Crecic, whore they took from one gen- 
tleman fifty bushels, buing part of two handred whieh he 
had laid up for his own ose. Mor iy part, E think the 
ease truly alarming, and may bo productive of the most 
fatal consequences, beeruse a man thet has but didlo salt 
would not choose to have it teken fram hint by a perion 
whom he doth not know, Jarther, the Uplanders de not, 
ov will vot, understand that more salt is necessary in the 
fumilies of the poor and middling: sort of pooplo in this part 
of the country, than in the epper part; for they, not having 
it in their power to raise pork and beet, are obliged to live 
upon salted fish. Lhis boing the caso, if the Uplandors 
should make an equal division of the salt which icy find 
among us, they will have greatly die advantage ; for if our 
voor have not salt cnough to cure thoi fish, thoy niust eat 
wrend alone, beenuse they eannot raise%neat, and have not 
money to buy it; while the samo quantity of salt in’ the 
hands of au Uplander, would cure meat enough for his frimi- 
ly, which he can raiso upon casier terms, or perhaps may 
have a good stock, whilo it is utterly ont of the powor of 
our poor to keep any stock to speak of. Thus cireum- 
stanced, some among us may be indnecd to male opposition 
to what they think the Uplanders unjustly demand, while 
the Uplanders, not considering the matter in the same light, 
will think us selfish, hard-hoarted, and engrossers, which, 
as } bofore observed, may produce civil discord, and othor 
had consequences, un 





CUUSTERVIRED COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMTeTnE, 

Ata Committoo held for Chesterfield County, Decom- 
ber 6, 1775: in 

Mr. Edward Johuston, of Manchester, appeared, upon 
summons, to answer a charge against him of having passed 
to Norfolle in violation of a passport grnnted him fot his 
safe conduct to Colonel Hoodford’s camp. 

Upon hearing evidence, and Mr, Jodnston’s vonsons for 
his conduct, the Commitice are of opinion that ha has wil- 
fully violatod tho proclamation of the Committe of Safety, 
and the promiso he made under which he obtained the pass- 
port; whereupon it is ordered by tho Commitico, that the 
said Ldward Johnston do not depart this County without 
the loavo of the Committoa, except to Hanover Court, to 
raul by Sudwuday noxt, of which arder uotico was given 
lim. 

Extract from tho minutes: 

Junwan Baxun, Clorie. 


Ata Committoo held at Chesterfield County, January 
6, 1776; : 


Mr. Ledward Johnston, of Manchester, appeared, upon 
acharge against him of having declared his determination, 
in case ho was prossed to tale arma in the present contegt 
betweon Great Britain and the United Colonies of lme- 
rica, Uat he would join the Governour, 

Several witnesses were sworn, and a deposition of My, 
Lhomas Bates was read. Upon hoariwg of the whole mat- 
tor, the Committee are unanimously of opinion that he is 
not guilty of the offence he stood charged with; and also 
ordered, that he be discharged from the ipjanction laid upon 
him by the Committeo at their last meeting. 

Extract from the minutes: 

Juhuan Baxnn, Clerk. 


4 i 

SAMUEL PATTERSON TO MUSSRS, RODNEY, MoKUAN, AND NDAD, 
Chrintiona Bridgo, Pocombor 6, 1775, 

Genrremen: As our represontatives in Congress, fram 
somo late vague information, { hoard that gold wes hard to 
had in the City of Patladelphia, ‘To answor valunhlo pure 
be poses, [ am, and was ulways willing to contribute my 
small mite to the times; Lnew will inform you, if you want, 
you can haye one thousand pounds in gold; and will, for 
exchange, take the Congress bills as now, by that authority, 
circulating. {f of service to the common cause, sond fot 
it, and the exchange as above. I should be glad my ofers 
were of any service to the grand cause, 
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Your answor shall be punctually obeyed by your most 


Bunohle eapvanls Sanugn Parrrrsoy 


To the Delaware Delegates jp Congress, at Philadelphia, 





RICHARD HENRY LEE TQ GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Philadolphia, Decombor 6, 1775. 


Dear Sm: The enclosed Ictter from Colonel Pendle- 
ton, came to hand two days ago, and as it will save a good 
deal of unnecessary writing, I send it to you. The procla- 
mation there alluded to, we have seen, Jt proclaims mar- 
tial law through Virginia, and offers freedom to all the 
slaves, calling their masters Rebels, &c. It seems this un- 
lucky triumph over Hutchings, with his less than half 
armed militia, so dispirited the miserable wretches in_that 
neighbourhood, that many have taken an oath of Lord Dun- 
more’s prescribing,» reprobating Congress, committees, &c. 
Long before this, Colonel [Voodford, with eight hundred 
good men, must be arrived in those parts, and I make no 
doubt has forced his Lordship on board his ships again. 
All this would have been prevented if our troops could 
have crossed James River in proper time, but they were 
obstructed and forced to march high up by the men-of-war ; 
and, indeed, such is the nature of our water-intersected 
country, that a small number of men provided with naval 
force, can harass us extremely, I have good reason to 
hope that, in a few weeks, the state of things in Virginia 
will be groatly altered for the better. 

« I thank you for your list of armed vessols, but at presont 
no use can be made of them. I hope some of them will 
be fortunate enough to mect with prizes eastward, 

Thad not heard of your improvements on the Kanhawa 
being destroyed, and unless Mr. Land Washington has 
received very accurate information on this head, 1 am yet 
inclined to doubt it; because [ see in the treaty lately con- 
cluded with all the Ohio Indians, they first inform the 
Commissioners of the Kanhawa fort being burnt by some 
of their rash young men; but they promise to punish the 
offenders, and prevent repetition of the like offences. 
‘They aro very precise in their information, and mention 
only the fort, as well as L remember. I hopo, therefore, 


that your property may yot be safo. This treaty with the *” 


Indians is the more likely to last, as Connolly, with his 
little corps of officers, are now,in close custody in Mary- 
land, having been arrested there as they were stealing 
through the country tg Pittsburgh, from whence they were 
to proceed to Detroit, and with the troops in those western 
parts, Indians, &c,, he was to have done wonders. This 
wonderful man is now in close jail. , 

congratulate you on the surrender of Montreal, and 
from General Montgomery’s letter giving account of that 
event, I think wo have room to expect that Quebeck is 
fallen before now. A Committee of Congress some time 
since sent to Canada, have directions to raise a regiment 
in that country, to invite delegates to this Congress, and to 
give the strongest assurances of protection to their civil and 
religious rights, 

Tam glad to hear of your getting Cobble Hill, and I hope 
it will prove useful to you, We are told that your enemy’s 
troops are very u#easy on Bunker’s Till, God grant that 
their uneasiness may increase to their ruin, 

No accounts yet fiom England ; but ships are daily ex- 
pected. * : 

Lam, with much esteem, dear sir, your affectionate and 


obedient servant, Ricuarp Henny Lez. 


. Poe 
EDMUND PENDLETON TO RICHARD HENRY LEE, 
2 ‘ « Virginian, Noyombor 27, 1775. 
Dean Sim: For want of a Committee sitting, and as it 
is impossible to judge what will be the sontiments of the 
Convention on the several points, previous to an applica- 
tion to the Congress for assistance to this Colony, I can say 
nothing on the aubject of your joint letter of the 14th, but 
that I will lay that dnd former letters before the Conven- 
tion, at their meeting oh Friday next. In the mean time 
J will mention what has happened below, according to the 
Joose accounts [ have had, which, perhaps, may be more 
folly related in the papers which will accompany this, 
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_ Hight companies, with some baggage, had passed the 
river at Jamestown, and were wailing at Cobham for the 
remainder with Colonel /oodford, who were obliged by 
the navy to go up the river to pass, and did not get over 
till Sunday sen’night. In the mean time, Colonel Joseph 
Hutchings, and some others in Princess Anne, raised about 
one hundred and seventy men, and were marching to meet 
and join Woodford’s corps. The Governour, hearing of 
this, marched out with three hundred and filty soldiers, 
tories and slaves, to Kemp’s Landing, and alter setting up 
his standard, and issuing his proclamation, declaring all per- 
sons Rebels who took up arms for the country, and inviting 
all slaves, servants, and apprentices, ta come to him and re- 
ceive arms, he proceeded to intercept Hutchings and his 
party, upon whom he came by surprise, but received, it 
seems, so warm a fire, that the vagamuflins gave way ; they 
were however rallied, on discovering that two companies af 
our militia gave way, and left Hutchings and Dr. Reid with 
a volunteer company, who maintained their ground bravely, 
till they were overcome by numbers, and took shelter in a 
pile The slaves were sent in pursuit of them; and 
one of Colonel utchings’s own, with another, fougé’him. 
On their approach, he discharged his pistol at his slave, but 
missed him, and was taken by them afler receiving a wound 
in his face with a sword, The numbers taken or killed, on 
cither side, is not ascertained. It is said the Governour 
went to Dr, Jtezd’s shop, and alter taking the medicines 
and dressings necessary for his wounded men, broke all the 
others to pieces. Letters mention that slaves Bock to him 
in abundance, but | hope it is magnified. Young Good- 
rich, who brought in the powder, is sent to Boston, They 
have also taken the old man near the Capes, in his passage 
to the MWest-Indies, and, ’tis said, used him very ill; but I 
had not particulars, We are told Matt Shripp was in 
Flutehings’s party, and fought bravely, so that 1 hope he 
is not really fallen off. Present my compliments to your 
worthy colleagues, and to Dr. Shippen. 

Tam, dear sir, your most humble servant, 
Epuunp Penpieron. 
To Richard Henry Lee. 


To the Honourable the Continental Congress: 
A Menonrtan. 


By the treaty at Easton, the Indians made choice of me 
to superintend their business, puticularly (0 keep up the 
old friendship, &c,; and the messengers sent down from 
the Six Nations having represented that their brethren in 
Maryland (the Nantikokes) ave desirous of going ‘with 
them to live with their brethren in the Jrdtan country, and 
they apprehending that the several tracts of Jand in JMary- 
land, on which they now live, to be their own property, are 
desirous of selling the same for the value thereof, have sent 
a messenger to me with a string of wampum, requesting 
my interposition, and the Indians are now waiting for an 
answer, The necessity of doing every thing in our power 
to cultivate harmony with the Indians, must appear to every 
person concerned for our liberties. 1 feel myself happy in 
performing any services conducive to the publick good, but 
look upon myself as not authorized {o give these peaple 
the assistance necessary, if not appointed by Congress. 
The Indians’ appointment, and Commissioners answer, ap- 
pear upon the treaty now before your honourable body. 

Joun Butt. 

Philadolphia, Dacomber 6, 1775, 


LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF GONGRESS. 
Hoad-Quartors, Belianbothtown, oienter § vt, i 
Sm: This moment-a gentleman of this place is come 
over from New-York, who tells me, this morning, that a 
sloop arrived from Albany, after a very short passage, the 
master of which says that an express was at Albany, on 
his way to New-York, with an account that on Colonel 
Arnold's presenting himself before Quebeck the inhabl- 
tants threw open the gates and joyfully received him; that 
he has obtained the entire possession of that city, awith- 
out the loss of a man; that General Carleton is on Lake 
St. Francis, between Montreal and Quebeck, ani, will not 
easily escape the vigilance of Colonel Arnold. T most sin- 
cerely congratulate you, and a the friends al Amerteer, on 
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this very impoutant event; and that you may be informed 
of it ag soon ns possible, 1 now despateh Lieutenant Llahe- 
van oxpress with this letter. 
Thave the honour to be your most humble servant, 
Srinina, 
The Hon. John Llancock, Msq. 


PUNISHMENT OF THOMAS RANDOLLIL 
Now-York, Docombor 28, 1775, 

Tho Gth of December, at Quibbletown, Middlesex Coun- 
ty, Piscataway Township, New-Jersey, Thomas Randolph, 
cooper, who had publickly proved himself an enemy to his 
country, by reviling and usmg his utmost endeavours to 
oppose the proceedings of the Continental md Provincial 
Conventions and Committees, in defence of their rights 
aud libertios ; aud he boing Judged a porson of not conse- 
quence enough for a severer punishment, was ordered to 
Le sipped naked, well coated with tar and feathers, and 
envried in a wagon publickly round the town; whieh punish- 
ment was accordingly inflicted, And as he soon became 
duly*sensiblo of his offence, for which ho earnestly bexged 
pardon, and promised to atone, ag far as he wag able, by a 
contrary behaviour for tho fue, he was released, aud 
suffered to return to his house in Jess than half au hoor. 
The whole was conducted with that regularity aad decorum 

that ought to be observed in all publiek puuishments. 


DECLARATION OF INUADITANTS OF QUEEN'S COUNTY, 
NEWAYOUK, 
Quoows County, Loupe latand, Ducombor |, 1775, 

Wo, frovholdors and inhabitants of Queen's County, seo 
ing, in common with our felow-subjects, the deapest anx- 
joly and distress from tho most unhappy state of affairs 
between Great Britain and the American Colonies, and 
boholding, with honor, every appearances of being involved 
in any the least aniiiendly contention with our neighbours, 
countymen, and fellow-subjects, have sesolved to tke 
eyory step in our power (o plovent so destructive an event 
——~n ovent whieh, if permitted to take place, will into- 
daco misery and distress, and open wounds that many years 
cannat heal, linpressed with these idons, and the most 
friendly disposition towards all our fellow-subjects, wo make 
this publick declaration of our sontiments and intentions, by 
which we hopo to obtain tho approbation of every real 
friend to liberty. 

We declare that we havo not the most distant design or 
inclination to injuwe or offend guy of our fellow-subjects 5 
but if, ju oxorcising the essential privilege of freemen, we 
wufortunately differed with our brathran ag to the mada of 
bringing the present troubles to a happy conclusion, wo 
have carefully avoided ovory ostentations display of that 
qiffovonce in sontiment and every irritating measure. We 
wish only to remain in peace, nor bave wo dono aught to 
intorrupt the quiet of others. So far have we been from 
harbouring a wish to oflor violence to any, that wo remaingd 
a long timo destitute of the ordinary means of self-defence, 
Wo trusted that as we moant not to injure any man, so 
none would attempt to injure us, At length, howevor, wo 
found too much reason to be apprehensive for tho safety of 
ourselves, our families, and property. Reports have been 
ciroulated, and mossages delivered to us, importing that we 
are to bo disarmed, and somo of our principal peoplo taken 
in custody ; that we are, in short, to be treated as cnemies 
to our country. We cal] upon every man who values him- 
self upon the inheritance of an Englishman, to say what 
he would do in such a case, Would he suffer himself to 
be disarmed, and tamely confess himself an abject slave? 
Certainly no, Can any one, then, who feels the spirit of 
liberty, impose that on us which be had rather dio than 
submit to himself? Can ho blame as for doing that which 
he most surely would do was ho in our situation? Im- 
fale by tho most poworful arguimonts of self-defence, we 
have at last been driven to procure a supply of thase moang 
for protecting oursolves, of which we havo been, till now, 
almost totally destitute; but wo solemnly declare we pro- 
cured thom for the sole purpose of defending ourselves hom 
insults and injuries, 

And as many reports have been propagated, tending to 
exoite the resentment of Oyr countrymen against us, and to 
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represent us us entirely inimical to thom, we take this op- 
portunity «o deelme that all such roports nre wiekud inven~ 
tions and void of truth. 

‘Yo remain penecable and guict, we agoin repeat, is our 
cunest desire; and breathing tho most frieudly disposition 
towards our noighbonrs, countrymen, and fellow-subjects, 
wo enticat them to bebold in us those eudouring connee+ 
tious, aud not suflor ea difference in opinion, or nisebiovous 
and groundloss reports, to hurry thenr into dels of violence 
against us, whieh tho laws of God and nan will justify ng 
in resisting. 

‘Lhe above declarations are published ng containing the 
sentiments and intentions of a large majority of the Inhabi- 
tunts of the County. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER, DATED GAME NESOHE QUEUEOK, 
NEAU THE GENERAL HOSPITAL, DEUEMHEN 6, 1775. 
Dran Sint d wiote you the Qist ukimo, which T make 

no doubt you have wevived. LE then gave you some pare 
tieulas of our much, poccedings, &e., since which Gen- 
vial Montgomery has joined us with artillery, and about 
thiew thousand men; and yesterday we arrived bare from 
Point-athe- Tremble, and ave making preparation to attnol 
tho enemy, who aro iy closy garrison, but cnmot hold out 
Jong, a8 from the best accounts they are mueh divided 
Mmongst themselves, and a prodigious pavick has soivud 
them all. Carleton, we aro told, is dotormined to hold out 
to the vory Inst, as bis only hopo; for he can expert 
nothing but punishment from the Ministry, whom he hath 
most vgvogionsly deooived with regard to the inhabitants 
of this country. All his friends, or rather his courtiors, 
say ho could not bavo taken moro efluctual monsures than 
ho bas tw ruin the country, 

The 22d ultimo he issued a very extraordinary procla. 
mation, strictly ordering all who refise to take up wins 
and defend the gairison, to dopart the town and district 
within four days, with their wives and children, undox pain 
of buing wenled us rebels ov spies, In consequence of 
which & great number of tho principal inbabitants cane out 
with their fiynilies, but wore obliged to leave all their pro- 
perty behind, except some wearing apparel and a tittle 
household furniture, &c. {enclose you a copy of the 
prockumation, 

Among the corps who canto with Ganoval Mantgomery, 
is your worthy friend, Cuptiin Lamd, whom I bad the plea. 
sue of seeing a few days ago at Point-aus-Trenble, 

Our men are in high spirits, ling now wall clothed 
with thu tevimentals taken from the Seventh and Twentieth 
Jegiments, who were taken prisoners at Se. John's, This 
is 4 civeunistance which, 1 believe, the like never belore 
happened to the Lritish troops, aa two rogiments of them 
to be made prisoners at one time. Providence smiles on 
us in a most remarkable manner, ‘The Canadians say, 
“surely God is with this people, or they could never hava 
dono what they have done,” ‘They ave all astonished at 
our march through tho wilderness, whieh they say way inte 
possible, and would not believe our coming until they bud 
occular demonstration of it. 

We are at a great loss for intelligence from the army at 
Cambridge and other quarters, having kad no ceitain ac 
counts of their movements, nor the least syllable of news 
since we lef, Newbury. 

Tam astonished a regular communication bas not been 
opened between Montreal and the Colonies; hope you 
will pay a little attention publickly to it, more especially ag 
thero are some scoundrels who with impunity open tho let~ 
ters directed (o tho oflicors in our army, and I suppose 
thoy continuo the like infamous practice with tho lottora 
which are sont to our friends and acqunintanco. 

The General is now absent sending off an oxpress, by 
whom send this. I hope tho next time I write you it 
willqbe from Quedecle ; for, sf the insulting foo does not sur- 
render shortly, 1 believe it is the Genoral’s intention to 
carry the town by storm, 


Gh “pale 
CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 
Wednosday, Documbar 6, 1778. 


Ata meeting of tho Governour and Council of Safety, 
Present: His Honour the Governour, Jabex Tuntington, 
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William Williams, Nathaniel Wales, Jedediah Elderkin, 
Joshua West, Benjamin Lluntington. 

On motion by Captain Jonathan Wells, (present,) for 
directing, &c., 

Voted, That the Captain ‘und other Officers aud Sailors 
belonging to the armed vessel lately taken near St. John’s, 
and now at Canaan, bo disposed of by the Committee for 
taking care of prisoners, in such town of towns in the 
County of Létchfield as they shall judge most convenient, 
until further orders from the General Congress, or the Go- 
vernour and this Council. Copy given. 

Poted, ThatCaptain William Hunier, Lieutenant John 
Sinith, Dr. Thomas Sundon, John Kent, William Kent, 
and a servant of said Smith, who were lately taken at St. 
John’s, and sent as prisoners to be quartered in this Colony, 
be allowed to reside within the town of Wethersfield, in 
this Colony, upon their parole of honour not to depart out 
of said town, until further ordeis from the Governour and 
this Committee, or from the Continental Congress, And 
the Committee for taking charge of and providing for pri- 
soners, are hereby directed to provide for said Captain 
Hunter, &c., in said Wethersfield, in the same manner as 
others of their rank are provided for. Copy given, 

N. B, Said Lieutenant and Doctor were present, re- 
questing the same favour, &c. 

His {onour having received a lotter from General 
Washington, informing that a number of Soldiers of Gen- 
eral Putnam’s Regiment, &c., had deserted the service, 
challenging their term to be expired, &c.; that he had sent 
after them, &c., and much resenting their conduct, and 
moving that they ought to be made examples of, &e., &c., 
the subject-matter thereof, and their conduct, was largely 
discussed. 

It seoms the opinion that their conduct is very reprehen- 

ible, and that they are deserters, but considering their term 
of inlistiment was very nearly expired, that it is a critical 
time, about forming a new Army, that perhaps it is not so 
well within our Province to deal with thew that the law 
pou &c., and that the Assembly will probably soon 
@ called, &c., it is hest to refor the matter to them; and 
a letter be wrote to Goneral Washington ox pressing these 
things, and our resentmont of their conduct, and holding 
forth the zeal and firmness of the Colony notwithstanding, 
&c. And a letter was accordingly propared, and consi- 
dered, and submitted to the Governour’s correction. 
And being night, the mecting*was dismissed. 


— . 


° 
GENERAL WASHINGTON 'T0 THE PRESIDENT OF TIE COUN- 
CIL OF MASSACHUSETTS, 

Cambridge, Decomher 5, 1775, 

Stn: Copies of the enclosed letter I have already writ- 
ten to the Governours of Rhode-Island and Connecticut, 
and shall do the same to the Presidont of the Congress in 
New-Ilampshire, as I conceive our affairs aie in a very cri- 
tical situation. It was mentioned to me yesterday, in con- 
yersation, that the militia of this Government which were 
ordered on to supply the places of the Connecticut troops, 
are allowed forty shillings per month of twenty-eight days. 
The first { highly approved of, because [ was unwilling to 
see any invidious djstinction in pay, the never-failing con- 
sequence of which is jealousy and discord. But, sir, if the 
General Court of this Colony have resolved on the latter, 
you must give me leave to add, that it aims the most fatal 
stab to the peace of this army that ever was given, and that 
Lord North himself could not have devised a more effec- 
tual blow to the recruiting service, 

Excuse me, sit, for the strength of these expressions ; 
if my information is wrong (J had it from General Heash, 
who says he had it from a member of your Court) they 
are altogether improper, and I crave your pardon for them ; 
if right, my zeal in the American cause must plead my 
exouse, ’ . 

Tam, with great respect, Gconae Wasnincron, 
The Honourable James Odds, Eisq., President of the Coun- 

cil of Massachusetts- Bay. - 


GENERAL WASHINGTON To GOVERNOUN. COOmE. 
Cambridge, December 6; 1775, 
Str: Your favours of the 28th and.30th ultimo, I re- 
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ceived, and am to inform you that from the good character 
you gave of Mr. Adorn, 1 ordered the agent in whose care 
his vessel was, to deliver her up to him. There were 
other circumstances, too, that were favourable to Mr. 
Aborn, and that induced a belief that he was not inimical 
to our cause. 

Tam much obliged by your kind attention to my two 
letters of the 15th and 18th of November, and for your 
promise to lay the matters mentioned in the first before the 
General Committee, and ordering the troops which were 
on Block-[sland to this camp. 

Tam, &c., 


Hon. Nicholas Cooke, 


Groner Wasnineron. 


COLONEL MOYLAN TO SALEM COMMITTEX. 
Cambridge, Decomber 6, 1775, 
Sin: The representation of the Committee of the town 
of Salem was yesterday laid before his Excellency, He 
orders me to assure you, that it will give him great plea- 
sure to contribute towards the particular safety of the town 
and inhabitants of Salem, when he can do it consistent with 
that attention he must pay to the defence of the whole. 
The shot taken on board the prize is very much wanting 
at camp; what are in cases cannot possibly be spaed. 
What are loose in the hold are two sorts, twel yes and sixes 5 
of these they may have the small assortment demanded ; 
they giving an obligation to repay the same, or their value, 
in oder that the Continent or their captors may not be de- 
rived of their right. On showing this to Captain /Vil- 
iam Bartlett and Captain John Glover, agents for the 
prize, they will deliver the shot conformable to the condi- 
tions above mentioned. Srarnen Moytan. 


To Timothy Pickering, Esq. Chairman of the Committee 
of Safety and Correspondence of the ‘Town of Salem. 


COLONEL MOYLAN TO WILLIAM BARTLETT, 
Cambridgo, Docombor 6, 1775, 
Sin: I send you by the bearer two thousand dollars to 
defay the expense attending the military stores. Do you 
ay all the charges, and keep vouchers, that we may not 
be troubled with a multiplicity of accounts, 
Pam y ours; Srernsn Moyan, 


To Captain Wiliam Bartlett, Beverly, 


JAMES SULLIVAN 'TO GENERAL SULLIVAN. 
Watortown, Docombor 6, 1775, 

Dean Sin: I this evening received your important Jet- 
tor by Major Scammed, and have just returned fiom a con- 
ference with General Washington on the subject-inatter of 
it. As to our paying our troops to the first of August by 
lunar months, it was our engagement with them to do it 
when we inlisted them, and we can by no moaus go from 
it; but I believe we shall be content to make it a Provin- 
cial charge rather than have uneasiness with the other Co- 
lonies. : 

Tam uneasy at the backwardness of our men to engage 
in the ensuing campuign, and there will be nothing left un- 
done that our Court has in its power to de, in order to faci- 
litate the raising a new army. IJ have been this evening 
drawing a plan to lay before our Court in the morning. It 
is yet incorrect, but you have here a copy of it: 

“The prevailing uneasiness in the army seams to arise 
more from a disposition in the soldiers to rule, and their 
opinion of their own importance, than any unjustness in 
their pay or treatment. This, iflong subsisting, will daily 
obtain in their’ minds, and haye the most probable ten- 
dency to break: up the army, and therefore should be rooted 
out as soon as possible, But, as some of the persons who 
now command as subalterns, were Iately neighbours to, and 
on a level with, the privates they command; and as the 
soldiery in this country are by no means dependant on the 
hed for a living, this must be done with the greatest dé- 

cacy. => 

Hi The paying our soldiers by lunar monthé, or giving 
them a bounty, will so much enfiance the expense of war, 
that the Southern Colonies, whoybear a gréat part of the 
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oxpenso and share none of tho profits of the campaign, may 
nrave discontented, and dustroy that onion which now so 
daaily subsists, If this Colony should pay tho extraordi- 
nary oxpense of lunar monthg out of its awn treasury, or 
should bid a bounty at its own oxpense, the Woops of the 
other New-Jengtand Colonies would, as they ave on tho 
samo sorvice, oxpect the same advantage, and Jeave the 
sorvice unless they have it. 

“Tf all tho Now-Jengland Governments should bid a 
bounty, or pay the extraordinary chargo of lunar months, 
out of their own treasury, tho soldiory, by gaining this da- 
mand, would soon make another, and have fom this conde- 
scension of Government such evidenco of their own inpor- 
tance ag would induce them to suppose that all their de- 
inands must be immediately complied with, 

Tf, therelore, somo measure can bo hit upon to con- 
vince the soldiers now in the camp that an army ean be 
raised! without them, they will readily inlist for the ensuing 
enmpaign, er 

«Pho Colony of the Massachusetts- Bay is Wo raise six- 
toon reziments. As the having so many of the inhabitants 
of the Colony in good wages in tho present state of our 
airs is a great privilege, it should be held up so to the 
people as an inducement to them to engage, 

ft might be expediont, therefore, for the General Court 
fo apportion, according to the tax bill of the present year, 
tho number of privates cach town js entitled to have in 
pay in the army; whieh exch town should be ordered to 
furnish at the lines upon or before the fist day of January 
noxt, inistod necording to the Continental ostablishment of 
tho urmy, proforanee heing given by each town to sheh of 
their inbabitanty as sholl have been in the eamp this year, 
povided thoy are inlistod upon the twentieth day of De-~ 
comber instant.” 

Lam your bumble, obediont sorvant, 

To General Stultivan. Sai E RU NISEA 

If any part or all of this plan is wrong, you will give mo 
your opinion thereon as soon as may be, thatit any be al- 


tered. Your's, ag abova. 
GENERAL POLSON TO NEW-TANPBIING COMMTIER oF 
SAVRTY. 


Fxotor, Doocombur 6, 1775, 

Geyvnemen: Immedintely after my return home on 
Stunday afternoon, I despatched Colonel Lfobart for Ches- 
ter, ‘The next morning Lsout an expross to Major Jart- 
dett, of Nottingham, who is now with mo. Ilo expects 
to have his company full by Zaarsday night, and march 
thom off Friday morning; but wants a dollar per man, 
which [should be glad you would give me an order for, 
Talso applied without logs of timo to several of the likefiest 
persons here to raise n company, but without success, till 
Simeon Ladd took the blank order fora company. Ho 
hog, ag yet, inlisted but threo, yot refuses to give up tho 
order till he has tried further, T have sinco employed 
Benjamin Boardman, of this town, and Porter Kimball, 
of Brentwood, who, Lhelievo, will raise a company; Board- 
man having inlisted about twonty, and Kimball about the 
sane number. Shall therefore be glad you would send up 
beating for them, and an order for one dollar for each of the 
man. 

You may depend on my sparing no pains in gotting the 
men ready to march by Lfriday morning. 

T now send you by the bearer, Mr. Lbenczer Dearing, 
two hundred pounds, agreeably to your request. 

J am, gentlemen, your most obodient servant, 
Naruanten Fonson, 


MRy MARTLEY’S PLAN OF RECONCILIATION. 
Tondon, Decomber 7, 1775, 

‘The plan of pacification with America, which was moved 
this day in the House of Commons by Mr. Elardey, and 
seconded by Sir George Savile, was opened upon the fol- 
lowing grounds: That Lord North having, in tho beginning 
of the session, expressed himself to this effect: * Would 
to God that all things were as thoy were in 1768, if the 
authority of this country could likewise be replaced into 
the same state that it was in 1768, but that an uncondi- 
tional repeal of all the agts since 1763, without some hon- 
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onrable satisfaction to the aathority of this country, would 
leave this country much disgraced; dechuing af tho game 
time, that ho would roudily waive the point of rovenne from 
America? My, Llardey, who offered last year a deaft 
of a Jotter of requisition, asa plan of gettlement md ac- 
rommodation, while revenue waa tho dochwed object of 
Administration, dusired to ofler a pe vonition to Lord North 
upon the new ground that he had tekan, 

‘The substance of Mr. Hartley's proposition was, that if 
thero was any sincere desire for peace, he would endeavour 
to join issua with Lord North, and to offer torms of uecom- 
modation; by whieh, if Ministy would congont to replace 
Ameriva to the yeur 1763, ho should, on the other part, 
propose, that smertea should givo full satisfaction to the 
point of honour; that he thought himself authorized to en- 
gauge for every thing that could in reason be required from 
the simericans, under that declaration in their petition te 
the King; that they did not even wigh for reconciliation, 
houwithstanding all their distressos, upan termg inconsistent 
with the dignity of Great Britain; that, tuking bis ground 
from cubis declaration, ho should propose a recognition, not 
in words, but in fuet, whieh would eflectually replace the 
authority of this country, (be it more oar loss, without any 
invidious Tine drawn,) whero it was in 1768. The test 
proposed, was the onrolling some act of Parliament by 
the Assembly of cach Piovinco, supposing (hat tho vet of 
Parliament in view should be formed apon principles of 
justico, and such og tho Colonies would have received with 
Vv silent and thankful compliance in 1763, All recognia 
tiong in words boing unavoidably beth invidious and insi« 
diows, t lost, bringing no Sine of authority or obedience 
into question, would be tho only safs proposition. ‘ho 
Americans shall be as they wero in 0768, if thoy will 
likewise admit an act of test, such as they would not have 
had tho least seruple to have admitiad in £768. Lee us, 
throw o veil over all the theoretical dispatos of tha rights 
of subjects, cither ay Colonists, or as mon at largo; lot ug 
not diseusd the rights reserved or supposed to he reserved, 
at their emigration, whether tacitly or oxplicitly 5 Jet matual 
concessions on both sidus bring the two parties cogethers 
lot the camericans bo replaced whore they wero in 1769, if 
they will admit and registor in their Assemblies, such an act 
of Parliamout as thoy thamselves shall confess that thoy 
would have admitted in 1768, It is not an unrengonable 
request Lo make to America, that they should trent an act 
of Parliament, flowing frofi principles of goneral humanity 
and justice, with a differont reception to what hag boon 
given to acts of priovance, 

It is certainly dangerons to disturb questions of the rights 
and extent of empire or obedience, because, alter that, 
even acts of noquiescenco may be construed to involve 
hazardous concessions, supposed to bo included in tha 
principles which havo beon brought under contest. But itt 
tho state of human afiirs wo must not always bo too serus 
pulous, Something must bo given up for peaco. A civil 
war never comes too Into, Tot the Amerzems tako their 
situation ag it was in 1763, for better and for worse, In 
the presant miserable prospect of things that is a fair and 
equitable bargain. ‘Phe object of tho act of Parliamont to 
be proposed to tmertca, muy bo perhaps jn the event (he 
abolition, but at the present can only ko considered a3 the 
first atop to correct a vico which has sprend through the 
Continent of North-Amertea, contrary to tho laws of Gad 
and man, and to the fundamental prineiples of tho 2yieish 
Constitution, That vice is slavery. It would he infinitely 
absurd to send over to lmerica an act to abolish slnvory at 
ono word, becnuso, however repugtant tho practice may ba 
to the laws of morality or policy, yet to expel an evil which 
ha$ spread far, and whiclf has boon suffered for such longtht 
of time, requives information of frets and ciroumstances, 
and the greatest diseretionsto root it outs and moreovor the 
necessary length of sotding such a point would defeat the 
ond of its being proposedeas an act of compromise to set» 
tlo the presont unbappy troubles; therefore the act to ba 
praposed to America, aa an auspicious bogiuning to lay the 
first stone of universal liberty to mankind, should be what 
no Americar could hesitate an instant to comply with, vig: 
that every slave in North-America should be entitled to 
his trial by jury in all criminal cases, .Ameréea cnnnot re- 
fuse to accept and to enroll such an act as this, and thereby 
to re-ostablish peace and harmony with the parent State. 
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Let us all be re-united in this, as a foundation to extirpate 
slavery from the free of the earth. Let those who seck 
Justice and liberty for themselves, give that justice and liberty 
to their fellow-creatures, Wath respect to the idea of put- 
ting a final period to slavery in Nordh-America, it should 
seem best, that when this country had led the way by the 
act for jury, that each Colony, knowing their own peculiar 
circumstances, should undertake the work in the most prac- 
ticable way; and that they should endeavour to establish 
some system, by which slavery should be in a certain term 
of years abolished. Let the only contention henceforward 
between Great Britain and America be, which shall ex- 
ceed the other in zeal for establishing the fundamental 
rights of liberty to all mankind. 

It is hoped that this plan may be thought definite, satis- 
factory, and practicable; it will be a test of sincerity to 
both sides, ‘The objects of the plan ‘are to support the 
dignity of Great Britain as the parent state, to afford re- 
dress of grievances*to America, to restore peace to this 
distracted empire, and to re-unite its common interests 
and exertions into one common cause. ‘The motions are 
as follow: 

That an address be presented to Ilis sMajesty, humbly 
sotting forth that Lis Majesty’s subjects‘in North- America, 
having in the most dutiful manner Jaid their grievances 
before His Majesty, and having humbly besoughe the gra- 
cious interposition of his royal authority and influence to 
procure them relief from their afllicting fears and jealous- 
ies; and having in the most earnest terms declared their 
attachment to his person, family, and Government, with all 
the devotion that principle and aifection can inspire; and 
having solemnly assured His Majesty, that, connected with 
Great Britain by the strongest ties that can unite socic- 
ties, and doploring every event that tends in any degree to 

eweaken them, they not only most ardently desire that the 
former harmony may be restored between them, but that a 
concord may be established upon so firm a basis as to per- 
petuate its blessings, uninterrupted by any future cissen- 
sions, to succeeding generations in both counties; and 
having further assured Elis Majesty, that, notwithstanding 
their sufferings dying the course of the present contro- 
vorsy, theiv breasts retain too tender a regard for the king- 
dom from which sie derive their origin, to request such a 
reconciljution as might in any manner be inconsistent with 
her dignity or ber wellire; ang that the apprehensions 
which now oppress their hearts with unspeakable grief 
being once removed, His Miles will find*his faithful sub- 
jects in, America ready and willing at all times, as they 
ever Have been, with their livas and fortunes, to assert anc 
maintain the rights and interest of His Majesty, and of 
their mother country ; and having, with all humility, sub- 
mitted to His Majosty’s wise consideration, whether it may 
not be expedient that [lis Majesty be pleased to direct 
some mode by which the united application of his Colo- 
nists may be improved into a happy and permanent recon- 
ciliation, bis faithful Commons humbly beg leave to repre- 
sent, that, however well disposed His Mujesty’s subjects in 
America may be, according to their most earnest profes- 
sions to return to their former obedience and constitutional 
dopendanoe, yet, that the horrors of war and bloodshed, 
raging in their coufiry, must drive them to distraction and 
despair ; and, further, lis faithful Commons beg leave to re~ 
commend it to His Majesty’s parental consideration, that a 
return to their duty, of their own free mind and voluntary 
compliance, would ensure a more cordial and permanent 
reconciliation than any yeluctant submission, which, through 
much bloodshed of His Majesty’s subjects, could be en- 
forced hy the sword: therefore most humbly to beseech 
His Majesty, that he will be graciously pleased to give or- 
deje for putting a stop to the futher prosecution of hostili- 
tidy id America, thereby to prevent the further destruction 
of tha Hives of His Majesty’s subjects, and to aflord the 
wished-for opportunity to his Colonists, of evincing the 
sincerity of theit professions, by every testimony of devo- 
tion becoming the most dutiful subjects, and the most affec- 
tionate Colonists. : ‘ 

That leave be given to bring.in a bill to empower the 
inhabitants of the'Province of Massachusetts-Bay ta elect 
an; Assembly and Council, in the manner directed by the 
charter granted to the inhabitants of that Province, by their 
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Majesties King William and Queen Mary, bearing date 
the seventh day of October, in the third year of their 
reign. 

‘That leave be given to bring in a bill to establish the right 
of trial by jury, in all criminal cases, to all slaves in North- 
America, and to annul all laws in any Province repugnant 
thereto, and to require the registering of the same by the 
respective Assemblies of each Colony in North-America, 

‘That leave be given to bring in a bill to establish a per- 
manent reconciliation between Great Britain and its de- 
pendencies in North-America, and to restore His Majesty’s 
subjects in North-America to that happy and free condi- 
tion, and to that peace and prosperity which they enjoyed 
in their constitutional dependance on Great Britain before 
the present unhappy troubles, viz: as in 1763, 

‘That leave be given to bring in a bill for a free pardon, 
indemnity, and oblivion. 

That an humble address be presented to His Majesty, 
to lay the opinion of this House before His Majesty, that 
it may he proper, when the present unhappy disputes in 
North- America shall be brought to an amicable terminas 
tion, that His Majesty should be graciously pleased to give 
orders, that letters of requisition be written in the accus- 
tomed manner to the several Provinces of His Majesty’s 
Colonies and Plantations in North-Amertca, and to make 
provision for the purposes of protecting, defending, and 
securing the said Colonies and Plantations, 
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WILLIAM DE HART TO LORD STIRLING, 
Morristown, N. J. Decembar 7, 1775. 
Dean Sim: Agrecably to your request, I sent forward 
our letters to Colonel Winds. Lieutenant Dallas will 
he down with his party to-morrow evening. Some few of 
Captains Howell and Morris’s men have abstracted them- 
selves and rofuse to appear, who have signed the nuster- 
roll, but not reviewed; others have not, on account of the 
constables, &c. If it should be agreeable to your Lord- 
ship, 1 would send those men to the barracks for a short 
time, till those difficulties should be removed. Peter La- 
shein, Captain ITowell’s fifer, is in custody at Newark, 1 
expect by this time your Lordship has received an answer 
from the Committers of Safety in respect to the appoint- 
ments of the Ensigns and Lieutenants in Howell's, Mor- 
ris’s, and Meecl's’s companies; if so, pray Jet me know by 
the return of the bearer. 
Tam, sir, your most humble servant, 
Wa, De Han. 
I promised Mr. Clough to send down Sergeant Key this 
day, but, as he is recruiting, be cannot come till ho comes 
with Dallas's party. 


ALBANY (NEW-YORK) COMMITTEE TO THE COMMITTLE FOR 
TIE DISTRICL OF KINDERDOOK, 
Albany Committoo Chambor, Decembor 7, 1775, 

Genruewen: We are extremely unhappy to find that 
the wisunderstanding that has but too long subsisted in the 
Distriet of Kinderhook is not yet compromised, A new 
cause of discontent has aroso, in consequence of the late 
election held in the District for Delegates and Committees 
to represent the District. By what we can learn of the 
affair, we are apt to conclude that the gentleman of the 
Committee who held the election had not seen the latter 
resolve of the Rrovincial Congress, by which persons who 
had a possession to the value of eighty pounds, were entitled 
to vote, in consequence of which none but freebolders were 
permitted to vote, agreeably to tho first resolution, which 
seems to be the cause why two different polls were held, 
and eight members chosen instead of four. As a means 
to reconcile these differences, and for the sake of pence, 
so much wisberl for at this time, the Committee propose 
to you to take the cight members who have been returned; 
on both polls; or otherwise propose to you to endeavour to, - 
agree amongst yourselves to take two persons from. gaah 
poll, who, together, may represent your District } 9ty, i 
short, to endeavour to agreé on any other mode whigh:hay: 
reconcile a dispute so detrimental to the interests.o8 the 
County at this critical time. To defeat, the, infomliotis of 
those who are fond of promoting, discord; the Committee: 
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earnestly recommond fo the District of Winderhoole that 
they will fall on sach measures as will promote amongst 
ithem peace aud harmouy. 
We we, gentlemen, your very humble servants, 
By order of the Committee : 
Aus Yarns, Ju,, Chairman, 


The Comnittes of the Distriet of Ainderhaol, 





KINDEIMOOK COMMITTED TO ALBANY OOMALET DY 


Kinderhook, Deevmbar 18, 1775. 

Gryeurmin: We are so much disposed for peace at 
this critical juncture that we cannot but pay pauticula at- 
tontion to every proposal of which tho professed design is 
to promote so desirably a purpose. We have, theielore, 
matarely considered the contents of the letter of Deeanber 
Th, with which you havo been pleased to favour us, and 
we doubt not bat you will exereiso (he sume eandour, with 
respect lo our reasons, whieh we shall always think our 
duty in considering every procedure of this Committe. 

Whon wo were to earry into execution the rosolutions 
of the Provincial Congress for the cleetion of Deputies to 
represent asin Provincial Congiess, and members of the 
Committee, we considered that they were the only iule 
by which we were to conduct our proceedings, wid that 
the propilety of diem was no object of om inquiry, Wo 
therefore issued a notification, which was published on the 
Ql day of November, whieh wo now subinit to the inspee- 
tion of the Genoral Committee, On that day two of as 
opened aud attended the poll, al whieh many respeetuble 
inhabitants guve their votes, ageeeably to the: Tist wa five 
dolivered inj others, to the number of gesven, tanderad their 
votes, which we rejeetod as not having the necessary quali- 
fieations mentioned hy the Gonos, In the conte of the 
election, a letter was shown tous, who superintended the 
poll, fom Mr. Robert Yates, directed! not tous as a Con 
mittee, but to one of dhe inhabitants of the Distiet, men- 
tioning the subsmueat esplanutory resolution of (he Cone 
gress. About four o'clock in tha alteruoon, baying taken 
all the voles whieh were ofluied, and having repeatedly 
dignified aur reudiness to keap the poll open dll another 
day, if requested, Qwhieh, however, was not done,) wo 
closed the election, and linve made our returns, You aro 
pleased to say that you “conelude that wo hud not seen 
tho latter resolve of the Provingial Congress, by which 
persona who had a possession tothe value of HO wero 
entitled to vote’” Upon examining that resolve, we find 
it deelares chat (enants possessed of Tands ov tenements 
of the value,” &e5 whieh we suppose is what you alluds 
to. Butwe conecive it hy no means follows chat chia will 
entille every possessor 10 voto; the terny tonant, i one 
concoption, boing iehitive to landlord, and the one peces 
anrily implios tho oxistenco of the othe. ‘No make this 
material, however, in the caso, it ought to be shown that 
any porsons, evon with this qualification, that is to any, a 
tenquit having lands, &e., to the value of 280,” hud oflined 
themselves, and heen refiseds bat this did not happen, 
But oven admitting (what we positively deny) chit all 
thoso were wronglully rejected whose votes we refused, 
yol, as they wore, as wo have before observed, only seven 
i number, the Commitice will find that the majority was 
40 groat for the returned Deputies aud members, that it is 
impossible thay cold provant the retums wo have made 
from taking place, which we think isa conclusive argu- 
ment against those who would carp at our proceedings. 
The rejection of even legal votes, in our apprehension, 
cannot viliate a return, unless the majority depends upon 
the admission or exclusion of them, which, in this instanco, 
js manifestly not the case. But, for your further satishe- 
Won; we observe that it has been shown to us, that even of 
the x + ¥voters whom we rejected, no loss than « * » 
would have voted for tha members wo returned, which is 
a proof of our impartinlity that wa hopo impudence itself 
cannot gainsay, 

We are clearly of opinion that, ns wo havo alrendy exe- 
cuted the powors given us by the Congress and tha Com- 
mittca, we could not be justified in acquiescing.in the pro- 
posal of the Committee to agreo with those who have taken 
on themselves to hold a poll, in direct violation of the 
gpeclutions of the Congress and the General Committee 
Of the Counly, upon a inatter which would also impeach 
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our own proceedings, By this moanswe should not only 
conntennuce, but become atecassaries to the inéularities 
of others; we should arbiqavily take pan emyelyes to 
counteraet the sentiments of tha Distriet, of those who 
conformed to the directions of tho Congiess, in order to 
humour those who wantonly opposed then; and how far 
this will promote union, or « dofeat tho intentions of thase 
who tre fond of promoting discord,” we need not mention, 
Finally, hos ean we arroptte to ouselyes the rejection of 
any of Khe members regulaily chosen, or obtrade upon 
them colleagues who only claim toa right of represent. 
ing the Distiet is, that Uiey have dived to violate the rales 
antl directions of that very bady of whieh they are so dee 
sirons of being uwmbers? 

If the Geneil Committee had been apmised of tho 
ahove fret, mid adverted to the reasoniags upow them, we 
think they would not have: passed that censare upon the 
Disviet whieh is implied in the beainging of their detter. 
“The iden of vw diunited place isa hiash one to the jahabi« 
tants of it; and, for our pants, We haaw of no | misunders 
standiag in the Dishiet,” onless the ehanonrs ofa few dis 
contented: person can be eallod so, who, it seems, have a 
higher opinion ef their own merit than their acighbous 
have. We dare appeal to the pablick records af the Dis 
Hiet for proot that the aliins of it have been conducted 
widh wimanimity equal to that of any other; and wo mniqht 
reinind this Comittee of the weight whieh is dye to the 
applicntions of the persons who new aygtin ae hefora 
ther, from what hag happened heretofore, ff thera be 
any Distiiet or plice inthe County in sueh entire union a4 
to have not evan a few diewnting yoioes among thom, we 
have not yot herd ef that place, ond wo wish, (ava tial 
of their patience, that the muleontents in eur township 
night take their vesidenee among them, Wo believe, 
however, thera suo such pice, and, if more flequent and? 
louder elageus have cone fiom the few among us, itis 
beanie they we morrehaetory, and have more perseves 
miner, (but we hope are vot more countenaneed,) chin an 
other. or ow panty, fond ae wel are of union, we wish 
not to be uniter with any set of individuals at the expense 
of our duty, or with such who aefase: to eoniorne to any 
regulation whieh they do not themselves approve ol, 
When tho Committoe consider this, they will not bo sure 
prised that "a new cause of disconten’? hag wisen among 
those peaple. . 

Upon the whole, we have conselontionsly conformed (a 
the resolutions Of the Congiess, according’ to our tinder« 
standing of them, aud wee ehtine ye Sat He powar ta 
coutaet or dispense with (he diveetions of that body. 

We comma, gentlemon, your butnile servants, 

Pern Youmnen,  Mavrai Gons, din, 
Pim Van Ansiinn, Tf Vie Sunsacn. 





COLONED TOLMER TO CAPTAIN WYNKOOT, 
Toundenoya, Dacwuhur 7, 177 

Snes T have reesived a copy of a resalyo of tho New- 
York Provincial Congress, dated November 8d, diveeting 
dint 4203 8s, Td. bo stopped ant af the pay of Thomas 
Hampton, James Davenport, and Hagry May, deservers 
from your company. 

You will make an immediate stoppage in their pay, to 
reimburse the said sum puid for apprehonding said deserte 
ors and bringing them to albany, and the expenses attend 
ing that service, go that you may account tome for the 
samt, the Congrosa having, in this resdlve, directed me 
to account to them, 


Tam your humble sorvint, James How: 


Captain F¥ynkoop, Mourts Rogiment New-York Vorces, 
at Fort George, 


a F eee 


RECANTATION OF GIDEON LOTINSBERY, 
Atuniford, Conneotiont, Docombor 7, 1778. 
Wheroas f, the subscriber, have, at divers times, spo- 
Jeon many things in time past which bave been taken as 
unfriendly to American liberty, and also have inadyartently 
and iticonsiderately spoken disrespeetfully: of tha honour 
able Continental Conia and have endeavoured to bring 
their persons and doings into contempt, I do, in this pub- 
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lick manner, humbly ask the forgiveness of my bleeding 
county i general and of this town in particular, for my 
misconduct in so doing; and do hereby, in the most so- 
Jemn manner, promise and engage, that for the fame I 
will faithfally adhere to any resolve of the Continental 
Congress, or any recommendation coming from that ho- 
nourable body, and will, to my utmost, exert mysolf in 
Opposition to the Ministerial troops sent into this country 
to dragoon us into slavery. And do further, in conse- 
quence of the above confession and declaration, humbly 
request the Committee of the town of Stamford to revoke 
the sentence they have heretofore given against me as 
being an enemy to American liberty, and that I may be 
received and looked upon asa true friend to the grand 
American cause. And whereas it bas been alledged against 
me that Ihave publickly said that I could raise five hundred 
men to join the King’s forces against the American troops, 
which expressions J do not remember ever to have made 
use of; Ido hereby declarc my aversion and disapproba- 
tion to any such measures, : 

Jn testimony of my sincerity, I have hereunto set my 
hand the day and date above written. 

Gipeow Lounsbery. 


GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL ''0 GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Lohanon, Decombor 7, 1775. 

Sm: Your Excellency’s letter of the 2d instant, per 
Captain Clarke, came to hand the 4th, 

Vhe late oxtraordinary and reprehensible conduct of 
some of the troops of this Colony, impresseth me, and the 
minds of many of our people, with grief, surprise, and in- 
dignation, since the treatment they met, and the order and 
request made to them was so reasonable, and apparently 

*necessary for the defenca of our common cause and safely 
of our rights and privileges, for which they frecly engaged ; 
the term they voluntarily inlisted to serve not expired, and 
probably would not end much before the time, when they 
would be relieved, provided their cireumstances and incli 
nation forbid their undertaking further, Indced, there is 
great difliculty to support liberty, to exercise government, 
to maintain subordination, and at the same time to prevent 
the operation of litentious and levelling principles, which 
many very easily imbibe. The pulse of a New-Zngland | 
man beats high for liberty. His engagementin the service’ 
he thinks purely voluntary ; therefore, in, his estimation, 
when the time of inlistnent is out, ho thinks himself not’ 
holden without further engagement, 
the last war. I greatly fear its operation amongst the 
soldicis of the othar Colonies, as I am sensible this is the 
genius and spirit of our people, : 

I have the pleasure to inform you, that the people of the 
towns where the most of the men belong, wele so greatly 
aNlected with their unreasonable conduct, that they would 
readily march to supply their places, ‘This is not thought 
advisable, as your Mxcellency made no such application. 

Our laws against desertion are well calculated to punish 
such as are guilty ; provision is made effectually to disco- 
ver and punish such offenders. 1 think it necessary some 
examples should bgmade, especially of the ringleaders; of 
this care will be taken, 

The officers, by the act of Assembly appointed pay- 
masters of their companies, not likely to retura soon, and 
many might be untasy for want of their wages, to obviate 
this [ advised three gentlemen of our Pay-Table Commit- 
tee to proceed to the camp with money, to take your di- 
rection and advice therein, to settle the rolls and pay the 
wages of the men; taking care for the publick arms md 
ammunition, for minors, and apprentices. 

»Bhe union of the Coloniespand tho internal union of 
each, is of the utmost importance. 

I determine to call the General Assembly of this Colay 
to meet at New-TTaven, on ‘Trsday, the 14th instant. 
Pleaso to notify me of any matters you think proper to 
suggest for thet consideation. Youmay depend on their 
zeal and ardour to support the common cause, to furnish 
our quota, and to exert their utmost strength for defence of 
the rights of these Colonies, 

Your candour and goodness Will suggest to your consi= 
deration, that the conduct of our troops is not a rule where- 
by to judge of the temper and spirit of the Colony, 
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I am, with great sincerity and regard, sir, your most 


obedient humble servant. Jonaruan Trunpuct 


His Excellency Geneial Washington. 





GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Road Decomber 16, 1775,] 
Cambridge, Docombor 7, 1775. 

Sta: 1 wrote you the Ath instant, by express, to which 
I beg you will be referred. My fears that Broughton and 
Selman would not effect any good purpose, were too well 
founded; they are returned, and brought with them three 
of the principal inhabitants fiom the Island of St. John’s. 
Mr. Callbeck is President of the Council, and acted as Go- 
veinour, They brought the Governoui’s commission, the 
Province seal, &c. As the Captains acter without any 
warrant for such eonduct, I have thought it but justice ta 
discharge these gentlemen, whose families weie left in the 
utmost distress, 

Tam eredibly informed that James Anderson, the con~ 
signee and part owner of the ship Concord and cargo, is 
not only unfriendly to American liberty, but actyally in 
arms against us, being Captain of the Scotch company at 
Boston. Whether your being acquainted with this cir- 
cumstance or not will operate against the vessel and cargo, 
1 will not take upon me to say; but there are many arti- 
cles on board so absolutely necessary for the army, that, 
whether she is mado a piize of or not, we must have 
them. 

Thave the honour to be, sir, your most ohedient humble 


nt 
solvant, Gronar Wasnincrox. 


To the Honouable John Hancock, Esq., President of the 
Congress. 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COVERNOUR COOKE, 
Cambridge, Decomber 7, 1775. 

Sm: Your favour of the 4th instant 1 this moment re- 
ceived, advising of the taking of the captain and midship- 
man of one of the King’s armed schooneis. You will 
be pleased to take their pavale of honour not to leave 
Northampton, where you will have them sent, whee are 
several other officers prisoners. 


Tam, sir, &e., Groner Wasmineron. 


To Governour Cooke, Rhode-Island, 

P.S. As soon as the deficiency is known, I will inform 
you; for the present [ heg leave to refer you to the other 
Jotters which will be handed you by Colonel Badcoe?. 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PORTSMOUTH (NEW-HAMPSIIRE) 
COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
c . Cambidgo, Decombor 7, 1775. 

Genvuenens Ftichard Emms, a prisoner at Portsmouth, 
having expressed a strong desire to go to his family and 
friends in the Vest-Indtes, in a schooner which is about to 
go there, you will be pleased to grant him a permit for 
that purpose, unless there should be objections agninst it, 
which I am not apprised of. 


Tam, &e. 
oon Geonce Wasnineron. 


To the Committee of Safety at Portsmouth. 


RICHARD DERBY, JUN., TO JOHN NORLAND, : 
Salom, Docombers 7, 1775. 

Sm: On Mr. @ray’s return I delivered your letter to 
the Committee of this town, and urged their taking the 
capture of the brig Kingston Packet into consideration ; 
but, as the matter was novel to them, they have declined. 
it, at the same time observing that there does not appear 
the least cause to detain the vessel; for, admitting she- 
was at Nova-Scotia contrary to the General Association, 
(which is not by any means the case,) it points ont anoifiér 
method of punishment very different from that of forfeit-- 
ure of property. ; ay 

Tam very sorry my health does not admit of mymeking 
a personal application to the General on thié oecasion ; and, 
as it does not I must beg leaye {0 refer you to the bearer,, 
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Mr, Gray, and to the muster, for ony information ; and, 
not having tho least doubt but bis Hxeolleney will give 
orders for vessel and cargo to be immediately restored to 
muster, Lam, sir, your most obedient servant, 

Ricuarn Densy, Jun. 
John Morland, Fsq. 


JONN PIGKERING TO STEPHEN MOYLAN: 
Salom, Dooamber 7, 1778. 

Sinz Th having heen refered to the Committeo of Safety 
and Correspondence of this town, to determine whether the 
tniy Kingston Pacleet, Samuel Ingersoll, master, taken at 
Novu- Scotia, on suspicion of being engaged in business 
contrary to the Association of the United Colonies, should 
bo permitted to proceed on her voyage or not, the Com- 
mittee bog leave to assure you, sir, that itis not from any 
dosire to avoid doing the utnost service in our power for 
our country, that wo must decline giving our judgment in 
ainaticr of this importance. Tt appears many merchants 
have considered the prohibition in the same light with the 
owner of the above brig-—many vessels being thus om- 
ployed, Should the Committees in different towns give 
different judgments, it would Jead to great difliculties. We 
must therefore request that this important question be de- 
terminad by judgos whose jurisdiction is general. 

Lam, sir, in the name and by order of the Comittee of 
Safety and Corrospondence of Salem, your most humble 
gurvaut, 

Joun Proxenina, Jun. Charm Po 
Stephen Moylan, sy, 


JOUN WAKE YO JONN ADAMS. 
Falmouth, December 7, 1775, 

Sin: 1 understand you are appointed ono of the Com- 

mittee to receive aecounts of the damage dono by the 

Ministerial troops aud navy in this Colony. Bex leave to 

cnelose you an account of the damage | suflered by remov- 

ing from my Island for your inspection, 
{ am, sir, your humble servant, 


Tlon, John Adams, lasq. 


Joun Warren, 


Falmouth, Docenber 7, 1775, 

The town of Falmouth being burnt by the Ministerial 
troops and navy the 18th of Octoder last, I, tho subseriber, 
being apprehousive of their coming to the stand of Che« 
beag ue, in Casco-Bay, where sy funily and a considerable 
large stock of homed enttle and sheep then ware, applied 
to tho gentlemen of tho Committee of Safety, to know if 
they purposed to continua a guard on said Island, as thoy 
had hitherto done, Being answered that thoy did not, f 
movod hnmediately from said Island to the country, back 
to the town of Mafmouth, (distance from said Island being 
twelvo miles,) with my family and stock, consisting of thir- 
teon persons, lwonty-four ond of horned cattle, two hun- 
dred sheep, houschold goods, &c.,, leaving behind me ono 
new house, forty-nine by thirty-eight, two stories, two- 
thirds finished; three old houses, twenty by cighteen, 
one story ; oight hundred seres of land, about one hundred 
neras of tho same clear, 

The damage J sustained thereby I humbly submit to the 
Committee appointed by the honourable Continental Con- 
gress. 


From their humble sarvant, For: Wire 


[think the damage not less than two hundred pounds, 
If they should be of opinion itis more, or less, E am content. 
JW. 


ADVIOES FROM TUL INTERIOR OF SOUTI-CAROLINA, 
Chiuilostown, Deoambor 8, 1775, 


We aro glad to inform our readers that the troubles 
which have lately disturbed our Western frontiers, ave now 
in @ great measuro romoved; and, from the measures 
adopted by the Provineial Congress, and pursued by the 
Council of Safety, we have now a prospect of peaco and 
quietness in a very short time being restored in those 
parte. 
gaethe following is the best account of the late transactions 
anevhag quarter that we have been able to collect : 
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About six weeks ago, Mr. Robert Gunninghan, of 
Ninety-Sig, who bad taken a very active part ii the dis 
turbanees last summer, and who refused to aceede to the 
Treaty concluded by the Hen, (Midian Lenry Drayton 
with the insurgents, was taken prisoner, brought to town, 
and pat in jail, where ho sill remains. Ulis fends, apon 
being informed of this, gathered ina body, with bis brother, 
Patrick Camingham, at their head, intending, as is sup 
posed, to minke reprisnls, Our lata Couneil of Safoty at 
that time had sent one thousand pounds of gunpowder, aud 
one thousand pounds of lead to the lower Gheroted In» 
dans, who were in great want of aninunition for hunting; 
aud who had given the stongest assurances of observing @ 
stiict neutrality in the present uuhappy dispute. ‘his 
Cunningham's party determined to take possession of, 
which they easily effected, it being escorted only by a few 
ringers, whom they allowed to depart. 

The Congress was sitting when adyjeo of this outrage 
was ivecived, aud they determined immadiately to adopt 
such measures as would eflvctually prevent tho Hko in 
fume. hey accordingly ordered Colonels Litehardson, 
‘Thomson, Neel, wd ‘Thomas, to march with a body of 
rangers and militia, Major James Maylon, with about fore 
ty-six men of the rangers, and Major Andrew Milliauson, 
with about four hundied and sixty of the militia, leaving 
that the insurgents were inerersing daily in numbers, and 
threatening, while there was no apparent apposition, to rite 
vaya the country, joined their foreos ; and, upon the [7th 
of last mouth, having received certain intalligence that the 
enemy were within a fow miles of them, hastily ereeted a 
slight square breastworl of ald fonce rails, joined to a barn, 
on a spot of cleared ground, on whieh, in proper places, 
they fixed a few swivel guns. On the next day, and he+ 
fore the breastwork was quite finished, they were suround- 
ed by about two thousand of the malcontents, that were led’ 
on by Major Joseph Robinson, who sent a message to Ma- 
jors Maylon aud Iritiiamson, desiving Uimt they and their 
mon should lay down their arms and surrender themselves 
prisoners, which was rejected with disdain, ‘Chu juil, 
whieh is about three hundred yards distant from the fort, 
was taken possession af by Robinsoi’s party, who had ike- 
wiso cut off all communication botwaen the stockade and 
the only spring of water near it, On tho sane day they 
took two men belonging to tha rangers or militia prisonore, 
upon which there hogan & smart firing an both sides, and 
was continued yith lite intormission till Zuesdey ot sue 
set. Notwithstanding the party it the fort were without 
water near two days, yet, animated by the axample of thoir 
commanders, they determined to eadure every oxtrentity 
rather than subnit. 

On Tuesday evening Major Maylon received a messngo 
from Major Robinson, olering v cessation of hostiliiies lox 
twenty daya, which was agreod to, At that dime Majors 
Mayfon and Hilliamson bad vowly oxpended their ammu- 
nition, a cireamstanes they had the address to conceal 
from their men. 

Of our party, fourteen were wounded; one mortally, 
Of the enemy, it is known soveral (some say filly-two) 
wore killed, and many wounded ; but particulars are eons 
cealed, ‘Chat theirloss exceeds ours ig not (o bo doubted, 
elso why should two thousand men make advances for a 
suspension of hostilities to five hundred, whom they had a 
few days before insolently demanded to surroudar ‘at digs 
cretion? . 


cy 


PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO COMMITTEE OF FREDERICK, 

; MARYLAND, 

Philadolplia, Docomber 8, 1775, 

Gunrnmaens Your letter of tho 24th af Naveader last, 
boing reecived, was lnid before Congress, and {a directed 
to jnform you that the Congress highly approge your cone 
duct and vigilance in soizing Cameron, Smith, and Cons 
nolly, 

Ado myself the pleasure of enclosing you a resolution 
of Congress, respecting tho place of their confinement; and 


Lam directed to desire you, in pursaance of said resolution, 


to send the prisoners unier guard to Phdladelphia, 
Lam, gentlemen, &e,, ae 
Joun Wannoon, President, 


To the Committee of Lyrederich City, Maryland, 
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PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS 0 NEW-ENGLAND COLONIDS. 
Philadelphia, Docember 8, 1775. 

On tho 2d instant, 1 forwarded to you, by order, the re- 
solutions of the Congress, directing such ‘soldiers as will 
reinlist_ to) be paid their wages for the months of October, 
November, and December, and moieover one month’s pay 
in advance; and desiring you to exert your utmost en- 
deayours to promote the recruiting service in the army, as 
well as in your particular Colony. 

By letters since that, from the Geneval, the Congress are 
informed that, from the 19th to the 28th of November, not 
more than two thousand five hundred and forty reinlisted, 
and that only nine hundred and sixty-six had reinlisted 
before that time. The situation of the General and army 
is the more alarming, as General Lowe is well apprised of 
this matter, and will no doubt, on the fist favourable oppor- 
tunity, avail himself of the information. I need not in- 
form you what pais the Congress feels at this want of pub- 
lick spirit and backwardness in the soldiers to reinlist ; nor 
need I paint to you the dreadful consequences that must 
ensue, should the lines be abandoned and the General de- 
serted at a critical moment. [am therefore desired to for- 
ward the enclosed resolution of Congress, and to request 
you to exert yourselves in defence of our common liber- 
ties, by affording the Genoral all the aid in your power, 
and to comply with his request for the assistance of the 
militia, whenevor he may find it necessary to apply for it. 

T havo the honour, &c., 

, Joun Tancocn, President. 


To the Council of Massachusetis-Bay, President of the 
Convention of New-Hampshire, and Goyernours of 
Rhode-Island and Connecticut, 


PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS 'TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Philadolphta; Decomber 8, 1775, 

Sin: Your letter of the 28th of November, by Captain 

Blewer, being received, was immediately laid before Con- 

883, 

‘ By my lettor of the 2d inst., whic T hope you will in 
due time receive, you will perceive the Consress have, in 
a great measure, prevented your wishes, having wiitten to 
Now-York, and given orders to General Schuyler to sup- 
ply you with and to forward, with all possible expedition, 
what cannon can be spared.” ‘They have also directed 
General Schuyler to make diligent seareh for lead; and 
retaining so much as*may bo wanted there, to seid the 
yemninder to your camp. However, it is hoped the gen- 
tlenen you have sent will expedite that business. 

By order of Congress, I forward a commission for Mr. 
Knox, who is appointed Colonel of the Regiment ‘of Avtil- 
lery. The Congress also have relioved your difficulties 
with respect to the two battalions of Marines, having order 
ed that the raising them out of the army be suspended. 
It is the desire of Congress that such a body of forces may 
be raised; but their meaning is, that it be in addition to 
tho army votod ; and they oxpect you will think of proper 
pergons Lo command that corps, and give orders for inlist- 
ing them wherever they may be found. 

‘The Congress ae sensibly affected with your situation, 
and regret tho backwardness of the troops to reinlist. In 
addition to what I had the honour of transmitting you the 
Qq instant, they have desired me to enclose you a copy of 
a resolution passed yesterday, and to write to the Council 
of Massachusctts-Bay, the Convention of New-Eampshire, 
and the Governours of Rhode-Jstand and Connecticut, ac- 
quainting them with the present state of the army, and 
énclosing copies of the resoluti’ns of this Congress, rela- 
tiv’ to your being empowered to call forth the militia of 
thése Governments on any omergency, and requesting those 
Colonies to exert themselves in defence of our common 
liberties, by affording you all thé aid in their power, antl to 
comply with your request for the assistance of the militia, 
whenever you may find it necessary to call for it. 

The gentlemen with the money stt out to-day. I hope 
the arrival of this will relieve some of your difficulties, and 
that the payment of the arrears, and the month’s advance 
which you are empowered to ‘offer, will induce many to 
reinlist, who seem not to be actuated by nobler motives. 

By letters received yesterday, we learn that Colonel Ar- 
nold, after a fatiguing march, had reacted. Canada; where 
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he was well recoived by the inhabitants ; that on the 14th 
of November, he bad reached Point-Levi, and was pre- 
paring to pass the river that night; that, notwithstanding 

is being deserted by Colonel Enos, he had great hopes of 
gaining possession of Quebeck, as both the English and Ca- 
nadian inhabitants were well-affected to our cause; that 
Carleton, with the ships under his command, was stopped 
in his passage down the river by a fort in our possession, 
at the mouth of Sorel, and some row-galleys; and that Gen- 
eral Monigomery was preparing to attack him from Mon- 
treal; but of these matters you will doubtless be more 
fully informed by an express, which we understand was 
despatched to you from Ticonderoga. 

T have the honour to be, &c., 

Joun Hancock, President. 

To General Washington. 


THOMAS LYNCH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Decombor 8, 1775. 

Dear Sin: Your favour, by Captain Blewer, gives me 
infinite concern, not less on youls than on the account of 
the Continent. Providence favours us every where. Our 
success in every operation exceeds our most sanguine ex- 
pectations; and yet when God is ready to deliver our ops 
pressors into our hands, that men cannat be found willing 
to receive them is truly surprising. 

With grief and shame it must be confessed that the whole 
Ulame lies not with the army. You will find your hands 
straitened instead of strengthened, What the event will 
be, it is impossible to foresee. Perhaps it is only intended 
to force tho Continent into their own terms, and to show 
that neither General or Congress shall be pormitted to con- 
trol the army; perhaps to mortify the favourites of Con- 
gress. Be this as it may, resolution and firmness ought to 
rule our councils ; a step yielded to improper and intempe- 
rate demands may be iretrievable. 

I shall not take upon me to advise; it is as improper as 
it is needless. Your riflemen, negroes, and deserters, may, 
in propor passes, defend your aitillery, ammunition, and 
stores, Should you lines be deserted, and the glorious 
golden opportunity of ending the war be Jost, let not hope 
bo lost also. We have, in the Yord papers, an account of 
your having taken an invaluable transport, and you have 
doubtless heard of Arnold's arrival at Quebeck. I hope 
both may ond as we wish. The addition of arms and am- 
munition in the transport, according to report, must be most 
inorant to you, O! had you but an army, 

y best compliments to your lady and family, and to all 
iny acquaintance in the army. I told General Gates, Mif- 
jlin, md others, IL should be much obliged to them could 
they send me a good drummer. They have forgot me, 

Onc of our members of Congress scts out to-day for 
Now-Englind. Whether his intents be wicked or not, I 
doubt much; he should be watched. Ship news, that the 
Floridas have becn taken; but it is not credited. If true, 
T have no doubt but that it is with the consent of our cowt, 
God give you health and spirits to control all opposition. 

Your sincere friend and niost humble servant, 

Trosias Lyon, 
To Geneial Washington. 


P.S, Comniand me freely, whenever you please. 


JOHN MARKS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS, ' 
Now.York, December, 1775, 


Your petitioner humbly desires to be employed in that 
useful and much needful business of nail-making; and as 
your petitioner has followed that business formerly, he 
hopes to give satisfaction to the publick, And as the afore- 
said article will be much wanted in the spring, he would 
set the business up immediately, that the publick might be 
punetually served in such useful articles. And whereas it 
will be necessary to have a good quantity of jron and cdal; 
which, if not purchased soon, will render your potitiofer 
unable to catry on the aforesaid business, he haviiig? 
family of seven children ; and having for some’ tinie past 
followed the shipsmith branch, whieh is nowéar a-stadd, 
and as he is possessed of tools, and. fires for ett nién to 
work by, which he will endeavopr tozgetuto"the” employ, 
(if not, he will take boys, -and,teaclr them, which will'be of 
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groat service to tho publick,) your petitioner humbly pray- 
oth the honournble the Congress will take into cousiden- 
tion, and allow hina Litde forshand cash, to enable bin to 
sury on the work; and what work ho gives in weekly, will 
pay a ioiety towuds tho advanced money; and the work 
done at the lowest prices, 

If tho above is agrvevable, and meets with acceptance, 
your potiongr will forevor pray, 
Joun Manns. 


To the Houownble the Provincial Congress, 


URNERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
Albany, Decombor 8, 1775, 


Sine fn the Inst letter which Thad the honour to address 
you, } tak tho liberty to recommend to Congress to send 
three thousand men to this place, that they might seize the 
first opportunity of marching into Canada. Such a men- 
suo then appeared to me to be prudent Unfortunately 
for us, it now seoms indisponsably necessary, as the enclosed 
letters fran General Montgomery and Colonel Arnold will 
evince; for we ought not to depend too much on the Ca- 
nadians, Should Congress be in sentiment with me on 
this matter, I could wish for the most early advice, whether 
Lam to issue as many more warrants for raising men as 
to comploto a regiment with the four companies now Jevy- 
ing, and which were intended for the garrisons of Mort- 
George aud ‘Liconderoga, Usa, as Colonel Van Sehaick, 
Licutenaut-Colonol Yates, and Major Gansevoort, wish to 
romain in the sorvice, whether £ may give them assurances 
that they will bo continued, 

‘Tho common shoes worn in the country are hy no moans 
proper for a winter march. ‘Lhe troops, if any are to go 
to Canada, should therefore be provided with Canadian 
moceasins, which, I believe, will cost about four shillings, 
or four and six ponce a pair; a thick woollen cap to cover 
their cars ; a pair of Indian stockings ; and a good pair of 
mittens. 

By tho tonor of the officers’ commissions, 1 cannot dis- 
charge even those who have quitted the service, and they 
expect to be paid ap to tho day to which the men were 
inlistod, 

Ehavo received no accounts from any of tho Colonies, 
of what money has bean advanced to the troops raised 
in them; so that { cannot possibly soitlo their aecounts, 
nor pay off the men, nor even advance a single shilling, 
unless Congross will direct ne to do it at hazard, and abide 
by the loss. Lagsure you, sir, that for the want of these ac- 
courts, Lane uot only put into avery disugrouabla situation, 
but our cnuso will suffer extremoly, Numbera that have 
gono homa, have swore most bitterly that thoy will never 
yo-engago in the service. Pray, is thore not a dungor that 
stich people may join our onemios, to which thoy will bo 
procaiol by tho mulignants, who havo now such good ma- 
torials for the Fi sey Permit me, thorefore, most carnest- 
ly, to entreat Congress that J may be furnistiod, without the 
least delay, with those accounts, 

The barracks in this place avo out of repair. T proposo 
to employ carpentors to mend them, and have requested 
tho opinion of the gentlemen of the Committeo on this in- 
tention, which they approve of, as they also do of appoint- 
ing. a barrack-master and conductor of the artillery, both of 
which wil save thrice their pay in six months. 

Lieutenant Halsey, of tho troops raised in Connecticut, 
and of whom Genoral Montgomery complains, has boen 
oxdessivoly troublesome during the whole campaign, and 
deserved to have been dismissed the service soon after my 

gaming to the command. The time for which he engaged 
to serve is expired. Ie can therefore only be punished 
by stopping his pay, unless he will submit to be tried hy a 
court-martial, 

‘The expense that wo aro put to by the prisoners, runs 
amazingly high, wish soma moans could be fallon upon 
that thoy might reeeivo their pay, Would it not be well 
if n vionth’s pay was oflored them for their bills on Gon- 
eral Howe, in Boston. If ho accepts them, wo get hard 
cash; if not, we are just whore we are; for they may be 
{old that thoy are-not to have any more, and that a baro 
shbsisteuce. only will be allowed them in futuro. 

‘ MORup wards of one hupdred batteaus which we built, I 
nih confident twenty-five or thirty will be Jost, as they have 
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heon lett by the lake-sido, all the way between Onion river 
and Skenesburough, hy soldiers that took that rowte home- 
wards, 

1 found, on my avirival herg, about sixty of the Sty Nae 
tions, ‘Vo-day, we havo had their congratulatory speech, 
and on Monday they ave to proceed to business, Not haya 
ing had a moments time to myself since my arrival hero, 
which was last night, | have not heen ably to learn the ine 
tontion of this visit, No Commissioner but Mr, Dorr and 
myself are here; and there being five, wo may be blamed 
for acting; but necegsity drives us to it, Perhaps Con- 
gress may think proper to add (vo or threa moro out of 
this place, 

{ am informed that some of the prisonors have behaved 
exceeding iJ], I shall havo tho aflidavits taken in sup- 
port of the charges mado against thom, as soon as Pecan 
find a Hittla time, and transmit them to Congress. 'Cho 
Committee of alloary bave also complamed to me of a My, 
Me Coy, who is a prisoner cheiishod bY some peopla ex- 
tremoly inimical to us, [is abuse hag gono to every hody 
indiscriminately. shull insnediately send him to Connee- 
déent, under a guard. 

Colonel Knox is now at Ticonderoga, I have arranged 
matters in such a manner ag that L bope all the artillery 
ho wants will be at Loré George ina few days, fom whenee 
it will he carried to Zoston, ag soon ag the rods will per- 
init, 

J am protty confident that a reinforcement might be sent 
to Genoral Monfgomery, oven helorg tho iew on Lake Cham= 
plain will bo strong enough to bear, by a youte hitherto not 
attempted, and f believe with very title difficulty. LE shall 
immediately employ two trusty men to aseortain thiv, 

My letter, alluded to in the first paragraph of this, was 
only last night delivered to Mr. Ziviteston, 90 that it goos 
by this express. 

Lam informed that several officers in our army sont a 
very insulting mossage to General Aorivomery, beenuse he 
Wid hen some indulgence to a few of the officers that 
were made prisoners, This turbulent and mutinous spirit 
will (ond to the ruin of our cause; and tho necessity of 
checking it immodintely, aud taking measures to provent it 
in future, strikes me so forcibly, that Ltake the liberty to 
observe that itis worthy of the immediate attention of Con- 
gress. 1 spoak tha moro freely on this subject, as 1 would 
not wish that General Monigomery and my successors, who- 
over they may be, should lead tho disagrecablo life we hayo 
done. : + 

1 am, sir, with esteom and respect, your most obediont 
and most humble servant, Prarae Sanuynur. 


Yo the Honourable John Hancock, Msq., &o, 


eel 


ADRAM DAVENPORT TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL, 
Slanvford, Deaombor 8, 1778, 
Resrxorun Sims Me. Selleck and Mr. Bates, vo of 
my neighbours, own a vessel of about filly tons, with whisk 
thoy are desirous to make voyage to the Mest. dudies, to 
earty cattle and provisions, and bring back military stores, 
if a permit ean be obtained of your Honour for that pu 
poso. 1 a en that it is oxpected tint Mr. Jades will 
go master, if the vessol is permitted to go. 1 believe ho 
may be depended upon; and Ido not know a man better 
calculated for the business. ‘The vessel is said to bo a primo 
sailer, We havo but a few pounds of pdvdor in our town 
stock, and I believe it will be universally agreeable to the 
inhabitants of our town that a porhit should be granted 
thom. At tho desire of Mr. Bates, 1 write this, Ho 
informs mo that My, Sedleete will apply to your Lonour for 
the permit, and will give bond, (if regnived,) for tho faith» 
ful conduct gt the mastor. « Mr. Select is a man of con. 
siderable intorest, and his bond will be quite sufigiunt. 
Jum, with tbo groatest asteam and respect, your Lon. 
our’s most obedient and humble servant, 
Aunam Davenvonr, 


Wonourable Governour “ranbull. 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SULLIVAN. 
fambridgo, Dogombor, 8, 1775, 
Sin: The intention of yesterday’s order, respecting tho 
review of the Connecticut troops, is only to, afford a good 
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opportunity of making choice of such of their arms as 
shall be found fit for the use of the new army. 

Tam not without my fears, that if they are apprized of 
the intention, same of the be8t arms will be secreted. For 
this reason T desire you will say nothing of the matter till 
the regiment (in your brignde) is paraded, and then, in 
company of the field-oflicers of it, make choice of all the 
arms that are good, taking the names of the proprietors of 
them, that they may be lodged, valued, and paid for agree- 
ably to the general order of the 23d ult. 

Tam, sir, your most humble servant, 

Georan Wasurnaron. 


To Brigadier-General Sullivan, TVinter- Hill. 


ROBERT I. IARRISON TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL THOMAS. 
‘ Cambridge, December 8, 1775, 
Sm: I have it i§ command from his Excellency to in- 
form you that it is very agreeable to him that Captain Hazle- 
ton should fill tho vacancy occasioned by the resignation 
of Dactor Chapin, especially as he seems to have been 
neglected before this by some oversight, and to be deserv- 
ing, from tho recommendation mentioned in your favour of 
this date. Tam, &e., 
R. H. Hanntson, A. D, C, 


COLONEL MOYLAN TO SALEM COMMITTED. 
Cambridge, Decomber 8, 1775, 

Ganriesny: What is the breach of the Association, or 
what is not, the General has not time, nor indeed does 
he think himself a competent judge to decide upon; that 
wey comes under the cognizance of Committees of 

afety. 

The General thinks the officers on board the armed ves- 
sels have deviated from the line of their instructions, though 
perhaps not from the spirit of them, by taking this brigan- 
tine. 

From this principle, which his Excellency is of opinion 
is a just one, he delivers up to the owner his vessel and 
cargo. , 

our most humble servant, 
Svepuen Moysan, P. TLS, 
To John Pickering, Esq., Chgirman of the Committee of 
Safety and Correspondence, Salem, 


oo! 
ene 


COLONEL MOYLAN ‘tO JOHN GLOVER. 
Cambridgo, Decombor 8, 1775. 
Sin: Iam commanded by his Excellency to desire you 
will put Mr, Richard Derby in the proper road to get his 
brig Kingston Packet, and her cargo, into his possession. 
Whether sho is to proceed on her intended voyage to the 
West-dniies oy not the General cannot himself determino ; 
that is tho business of Committees of Safety. The Gen- 
eral is determined to have no further trouble with this ves- 
sel, You will, thorefore, sir, manage the matter so as 
Head-quarters may hear no more of her. I beg you will 
bo attentive to Mr, Callbeck’s goods. Lethim have every 
thing that he has feen so cruelly pillaged of. The pota- 
toes on board the Scotch vessel should be sold. 


Tam truly yours, Sreruny Moya, 
To Colonel John’Glover, Marblehead. 


GENERAL SULLIVAN TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. . 
Wintor-Hitl, Decombor 8, 1775. 

“Mucu resrecren Genrutmen: Your favour, signed 
by Colonel hippie, is now before me. But previous to 
tho receipt thereof, common fanto, with his usual readiness, 
had proclaimed your vigorous exertions, and the noble 
spirit of your people, General Washington, and all the 
ather officers, are extremely pleaseds and bestow the high- 
est encomiums on you and your troops, freely acknowledg- 
ing that New-Hampshire forces, for bravery and resolution, 
far surpass the other Colonies ; and that no Province dis- 
covers so much zeal in the common cause. Though I wish 
the troops may all arrive before the 10th instant, yet none 
will-be refused on account of their being a few days later. 
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Tapplaud Colonel Burnham’s zeal, and shall show him 
every mark of esteem in my power, 
Tam, gentlemen, with gratitude and esteem, your most 


obedient servant, Jéaw Siciavan 


Tlonourable Committee of Safety. 


PROCLAMATION BY GOVERNOUR LEGGE. 


By his Excellency Francis Leacn, Esquire, Captain- 

General and Governour-in-chief, in and over His Ma- 

Jesty’s Province of Nova-Scorta, and tts Dependencies, 
Vice-Admiral of the same, &c., &c., & ce, 


A Procbanation, 


Whereas great mischiefs and inconveniences may and 
are like to ensue from permitting strangers, who may be 
in the interest of the Rebels, to resort to the town of Hali- 
fax, and by that means obtaining and conveying to them 
intelligence which may prove highly prejudicial to His 
Majesty’s service: 

1 do therefore hereby strictly order and command all 
persons, not settled inhabitants of this place, who, since 
the 80th day of September last, have, or who herenfter shall, 
come into the town of Hatlifaa, to repair themselves im- 
mediately to Thomas Procter, or Thomas Bridge, Esquires, 
two of His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for the County 
of Halifax, to signify their names and places of abode, 
together with the occasion of their coming into town ; upon 
pain of being considered and weated as spies, if they re- 
main therein the space of two hours without their repairing 
to either of the Justices aforesaid. 

And { do likewise strictly order and command all tavern- 
keepers, keepers of publick houses, and all persons who 
shall receive any stranger or strangers after the publication 
of this Proclamation, to report the name, place of abode, 
with the oceasion of their coming, in like manner to one 
or other of the porsons aforementioned, within two hours 
after the coming of such stranger or strangers, upon the like 
pain and peril as herein before expressed. 

And whereas it has been reported that sundry strangers 
have been landed in tha Northwest arm, and by that means 
have come into this town in the night season, and that the 
same may be of dangerous consequences : 

Ido therefore hereby order and strictly forbid any ship, 
boat, or other vessel, entering into that part of this harbour, 
cither by day or night, without, first obtaining license from 
me, or from such persons 43 I shall appoint for that pur 
pose; upon pain of being considered and treated as spices, 

Given under my hand and seal at arms, this 8th day of 
December, in the sixteenth year of [lis Majesty’s eign. 

Francis Luacs. 

By His Excellency’s command : 

Rucuarp Bunkeney, 


Gon seve the King, 


London, Decomber 9, 1775. 


There is now a bill in the [louse of Commons which 
will finally pass there next Tuesday, and will most assu- 
redly pass all the branches of the Legislature of England, 
A copy of this bill perhaps may reach America by this 
opportunity, or some other, before it is sent over in the 
formal manner by Government. By this bill all intercourse 
whatsoever, by sea, is cut off and probibited from America, 
or any part thereof, with the rest of the world. And all, 
ships, in any harbour in the Thirteen United Colonies, are 
thereby made liable to seizure, and a legal prize, with 
every thing on board; let the property be British, foreign, 
or American, | All ships or yore, the property of what- 
soover nation, hound to or from America, are liable to the 
same penalty, ‘This act empowers the K—g to send over 
Commissioners to treat with America; the Ministers have 
already settled the powers with which.they are to be en-. 
trusted. They certainly go no further than authorizing 
them to receive the unconditional submission of any.sen. 
parate Province, Town, or County, and issue proclagia~ 
tions, and grant pardons, excepting to partioular, persons 3 
but the secret object of their embassy ig. tg soyredissensions 
among the Provinces, and the momen, Generel 
Congress, by bribery and every antifiées of which they 
entertain great hopes of succass, from ‘the supposed coal- 
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ness between Mr. D—A—s—n, of Pennayloania, and Mr. cononni woonvorn TO EDMUND PENDLETON, PRRSIDENT 


J— Ads, of Massuchusetts-Bay, aud the very unwise dis 
trust whieh many in Eagland suppose proyails in tho minds 
of the Delegates of the Bouthain Colonies against those of 
the four New- Mnglau Provinces. "he plan of operations 
for noxt year is to carry on a piratical war by sen. and to 
have thirty thousand men, by land in Amertea, dispersed 
through the diflesont Provinees. Five thousand of them 
ave to sail fiom Jrefarnd, in the course of this month, for 
Virginia ; and G—] Clinton is ordered to go there from 
Boston, to take the command of them, ay Lord Dun- 
more has promised great assistanes from the Seotehmen and 
slaves in that Colony, No person can yet find out how it 
will bo possiblo for the Ministers to get ten thousand men 
moro to send to America in the course of noxt year; how 
ever, it is certain that this county will pay eight millions 
of money for the next campaign against America, and it 
is hardly doubted but tho real design of tho Cabinot is to 
oxort thaiy utmost edorls next year to subdue cbrerica ta 
slavery; in which, if they canmot succeed, they monn to 
ive her up ontirely as an independent State, ‘his event 
may bo precipitated much sooner than is expected should 
G—| Lowe and his troops be driven fiom /oston in the 
courgo of tho winter, and Canada tall into the hands of 
Anorica, Notwithstanding the Minister's majurity in Pare 
liamont, it is very cortain that threo-fourths in ug dand, and 
nine-tonths in Tredaad, mo in favour of Americas the rest, 
with almost all Seoddad, me against her; but as Lord Bute 
and his Scotch junto rule with absolute sway, America 
will not roceive auy uctive assistance from Great Britain 
for a year or two at least, as the poople of Jungland aro 
slow to action, “l'ho Ministers have beon trying, with all 
their address, to got oops from Russia, in which they have 
failed. Vhey aro now wenting with all the potty Princes 
in Gormany for men, as thoy can get no mon to inlist in 
Mugland ov Ireland ; and thoy have pot at this tine in all 
Greut Britain above two thousand foot, exclusive of the 
Guards, and not ten thousand in fredand, cis not certainly 
known yet, but probably they may get four or five thou- 
sound from Germany ; but if America continues dotermined, 
united, and vigorous, the oncrioe of that country is thought 
utterly impracticable, As ull communication is now cut 
off it will not be ensy to convey intelligence of what is 
going on in this country, therefore America must act upon 
all occasions as she finds her own strength and cheumstan- 
cog, without reference to what may or may not pass bere. 





EXTRACT OV A LETTER YROM LONDON ZO A QUN'TIIMAN UN 
VIRGINIA, DAPED DucenBER 9, LTT. 


You may dopend on it, that Governmont do not intend 
to make their grand armament at Boston ; they will only re- 
jnforee tho army there, so as to enable them to maintain thoir 
giound, if tho Provingials do not earry the place this win- 
tor, ‘Tho whole force is to bo twenty-six thousand men, 
including (hose now in America, and three regiments of 
Scotch Dutch, who aro to como over in the spring from 
Holland, and bo sont to Scodland to reeruit, and from 
thence go to America; no other foreign woops are to bo 
had, nor would the Duéch havo given them, but they were 
paid a most extravagant price for them. ‘They are now 
about two thousand, though nominally three thousand, 
which number they are to be made. This whole force is 
to be divided in America, and sent to New- York, Virginia, 
gud South- Carolina, so that there will be no very consi- 
derablo army, though suong bodies of perhaps four, six, and 
eight thousand men to those places, but the numbers are 
not ascertained, though they will bo strong bodies, All 
commoreo js probibiled with america, but Commissioners 
are corlainly going out; but thoir names nro not yet 
mentioned, The Seok faction prevails at Court, ‘The 
Bedford party are a good deal divided, some having joined 
the eae Lord Chatham will nover again appear 
out; the minority is, considerably strengthonod. Lord 
Rockingham is the head of a formidable party; indeed, 
almost all the minority are immediately attached to him. 
Theit strongth, however, is greatly inferior to tha Ministry, 
and will bo, except the rest of the Bedford's, which we 
the Strangest part of that party, and the support of the 
Ministry, Ioave them, It is impossible to say what may 


happen, , 


OF SI VONVENTION, ‘ 


Grout-Tvidgo, nour Norfulle, Dooanibor 0, 1776) 

Tho enomy ware reinforged about three o'clock thia 
morning with (as Uhey tell me) overy soldier of the Four 
toonth Regimont, at Norfolk, amounting to two handred, 
commanded by Cuptain Leste ; and this moming, afer 
reveille beating, crossed the bridge by laying down somo 
plank, and made an attack to foreo our breastwork, (the 
prisoners say tho whole number amounted to five hundred, 
volunteers and black) with two piecos of cannon, but 
none marched up but His Majesty’s soldiers, who behaved 
liko Hingtishmen. We have found of their dead, Captain 
Lordyce and twolyo privates; and have Licutenant Battut, 
who is wounded in the log, and seventeen privates prison- 
ors, all wounded, ‘Chay carried their cannon back under 
cover of the guns of tho fort, and a number of their 
dead, f should suppose, to speak whin compass, their 
loss must be upwards of fifty. Some powder and car 
tridges were taken, 1 sent an ofticer to inform them, if 
they would not fire upon ony people, they should collect 
the dead aud wounded 5 thig they agreed to, and there has 
beon no firing since. Wa are now under arms, oxpecting 
another attack. There is but ono man of ours hurt, om 
ho ig wounded in the hand. ‘Tho prisoners inform us that 
Lord Dunmore has yot a reinforcement of Wighlanders 5 
they, J oxpeet, will bo up next. 


MASON SPOTSWOOD TO A WRIAND IN WIELTAMBRURGH, 
Groal.Bridgo, Decombor 9, W775, 

We wero alarmed this worming by tho firing of some 
guns afer reveille beating, which, as tha enomy had paid 
us this compliment several times before, we at first con 
cluded to be nothing but a morning salute; but ina short 
timo afier, [heard Adjutant Jlackburn call out, Boys! 
stand to your arms! Colonel Hoodford and myself im- 
mediately got equipped, and ran out; the Colonal prosgud 
down to the breastwork in our front, and my alarm-post 
being two hundred and tity yards in anothor quarter, Eran 
to itas fast as J could, and by the timo I had made all roady 
for ongaging, a very henyy fire ensued at tho breastwork, 
in which were not more than sixty mon; it continued for 
about halfan hour, whon the King’s (rogpa gave way, after 
sustaining considerable losg.and having ike truo-born 
Englishmen. They mounted up to ourintrenchments with 
fixed bayonets; oir young troops received them with Grn 
ness, and behaved as well us it was possible for soldiers to 
do, Captain Lesdie, of the regulars, commanded tha fort 
on the other sido of the bridga; Captain Jordyce, of tha 
Grenadiers, led tho van with his company ; and Lieutenant 
Battut commanded the advaveed party ; tha former got 
killed within a fow yards of the breastwork, with twelyo 
privates; the Lioutenant, with sixteen soliiers, were taken 
prisoners—all wounded. Sevoral others were earriod into 
the fort under cover of their canon; and from the blood 
on tho bridge, thoy must have Jost one-halfof their datach» 
ment, 

it would appear that Providence was on our side; for 
during the wholo engagement we lost ngt a man, and onl 
one was slightly wounded in the hand, Colonel /Vood- 
ford is a brave officer, and aman I Joye. Te hns bad 
Captain Fordyce buried with tho military honours due to 
his rank, and all the prisoners that fell into our hands are 
taken the greatest caro of. Wo have not, as yot, beon 
able to ascertain the number of kixed and wounded on 
their side, Three oflicers’ fusees, with bayonets and car. 
touch boxes, fell into ou» hands; from which wo judge 
that there were threo commissioned officers killed. As 
soon ag a general roturn canbe made, it will bo sent to the 
honourable Convention. fam nt prosant in tho greatest 
hurry, and can only giva an account of what I have 
soon. 


KING AND QubeN County (vrrarnta) consnrrex, 
Ata meating of the Sub-Committee of the Upper Dis- 
trict of King and Queen County, on Saturday, the 9th of 
December, L775: ‘ 
William Lyne having been charged before this Coin 
mitteg, by Jemes Jones, Jun., with endeavouring to proja~ 


. 
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dice the Minute-service, and exciting mutiny, the said 
Williams Lyne, having heretofore been summoned, now 
appeared, and on examining several witnesses, it appears 
to this Committee, that og tho day the Distriet Com- 
mitive chose officers for the regular and minute-servico, 
the said Lyne imprudently dropped expressions tending to 
injure the minute-service. We believe be had no inten- 
tion of exciting mutiny 5 and that, flom a review of his con- 
duct, he appears to be a friend to American liberty. 

Ordered, That a copy of these proceedings be trans- 
mitted to the Publick Printer of this Colony, to be inserted 
in the Virginia Gazette. 

Bervnanp Topp, Clerk, 





COMMITTLE OF TRENTON (NEW-JURSEY) TO THE PRESIDENT 
oF CONGRESS. 
(Read, Decombor 12, 1775 } 5 
ry Tronton, Decombor 9, 1775, 

Str: Jn obedience to the resolve of Congress, transmitted 
to us, we have strictly examined into the conduct of the 
gentlemen officers stationed here, and have the satisfac- 
tion to find it punctually conformable to their parole, ex- 
cept in one instance, Doctor Huddleston has been un- 
guarded and imprudent in his discourse, to the great 
uneasiness of the other gentlemen, who trust to the candour 
and indulgence of the Congress, if his past indiscretion 
cannot be overlooked, that their innocence may not suffer 
by it, as they have never failed to reprove him, and often- 
times severely, for it. 

“They express great uneasiness at the apprehension of 
being removed, as well on account of the satisfaction they 
hoye in theiv present situation, as that it must appear to 
the world as a punishment for breach of honour; and, in 

a justice to thom, wo assure you, we believe these their do- 
clarations to be perfectly sincere, 

As to their debauchery, or the people of this place be- 
ing debauched by them, we apprehend there js not the 
least danger. Tho people in and about Trenton carly 
fixed their principles upon proper knowledge and rational 
conviction, and have as steadily maintained them, as any 
people on the Continent ; and we are positive, when occa- 
sion offers, will discover 2 consonant conduct. 

Enclosed is their parole agreeably to direction ; we should 
have transmitted it sooner, byt Captain Allgee was ex- 
peoted from New- Yori. 

We are, sir, with grgat respect, your vtry humble sor- 
yants, : 

Sanucn Tyoxer, 
Asratiam Hunt, 


Isaac Siri, 
Rozenr Jloors, 


. In Congress, Novombor 17, 1775. 
Resolved, That the Commissioned Officers taken in the 
Forts of Chambly and St. Johis, be put on their parole of 
honour that they will not go into or near any sea-port 
town, nor further than six miles distant fiom the respective 
places of thoir residence, without leave of the Continental 
Congress; and that they will carry on no political corres- 
pondence whatever on the subject of the dispute between 
Great Britain and these Colonies, as long as they remain 
prisoners. By orfer of Congress: : 
Joun Hancoox, President, 
We, the subscribers, acquiesce in the above resolve, 
Witness of hands; 
J. Srorrony, Major. 
Ricavsitn, Major. 
J, Hawron, Leeudenant, 
J, Snurrimworrit, Lieutenant, * 
Ricnanp Houppursron, Surgeon, 
«Royal Lusileers. 
Inserson [anun, Lientenant. 
Davin Ausanr, . 


GENERAL BOHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Albany, Decomber 9, 1775, 
Dean Grnerat: I do myself the honour to advise your 
Excellency of my arrival here on the 7th instant. Should 
have wrote you yesterday, but I was all day in conference 
with sixty of the principal Sachems of the Six Nations. 
The matter was merely congratulatory, and introductory to 


Fourrnu Senies.—~-Vow. rv, 
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the business which they intend to open on Monday, the 
substance of which | have not yet been able to learn. 

Enclose you copies of Ietteis from General Alon(gomery 
and Colonel Arnold, together with one to your Excellency, 
from the latter, and one from Colonel Know. 1 have wrote’ 
to Congress, that the necessity of sending a body of troops 
into Canada this winter appeared to me very urgent, 
was happy to meet Colonel Know, at Fort George. 1 have 
made such an arrangement to get the articles he wants at 
Fort George, that I am confident they will arrive there in 
cight days from this, and I shall take the advantage of the 
very first snow to send them to Cambridge. My baggage is 
still behind, and therefore cannot send your Excellency the 
returns; but there is a sufficiency of every thing Colonel 
Know wanted, except powder and flints. 

Tam now in tolerable good health, but I believe a per- 
fect restoration will not take place until the cold weather 
ceases. 

Some of the prisoners have attempted to escape. A Cap- 
tain Robinson, of the Emigiants, offered the Captain of an 
Albany sloop two hundved guineas to carry bit on board 
the Asta man-of-war, I shall sequest the Captain to make 
affidavit of it. 

1am, dear General, your Excellency’s most obedient and 


most humble servant, Pusute Soy 
ER 


Mis Excellency General Washington. 


GENERAL SCHUYLER 'TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Albany, Docomber 9, 1775, 

Dear Sin: Since | did myself the bonour to address 
your Excellency on the 28th ult., my baggage is arrived, 
and now enclose the return of cannon at Crown-Point, Ti- 
conderoga, &c.; bosides there are a fow at Hort-George, 
the return whereof I gave Colonel Knox to copy, and he 
forgot to ye-deliver it to me. 

As soon as 1 am a little settled, I shall take the liberty 
to send you copies of my letters to Congress, containing a 
recommendation of what I though necessary to be done in 
this quarter, preparatory to the next campaign. 

The gentlemen of the Committee are still here, but pro- 
pose returning to-morrow, Be so good as to make my 
respects to the gentlemen of your suite. 

| am, dear sir, your Excellency’s most obedient, humble 


servant, Pruir Senuyiens 


His Excellancy Genoral Hashington, 


P, S, | have just received your Excelloney’s favour of 
the Sthinst. I have heretofore observed that Col. Arnold 
had great merit. [Te has been peculiarly unfortunate, in that 
one-third of his troops have left him. If the whole bad 
been with him when he arrived before Quebeck, he would 
probably have had the sole honour of giving that important 
place to America. He will, however, shara in the glory of its 
reduction, and I make no doubt but that it will be in our 
possession before any troops can come (o its relief, 

If Congress enters into ny views, and immediately sends 
three thousand men to this place, I make no nianner of 
doubt of getting them into Canada by the middle of Janu- 
ary, Lum, &e. ne 
A Return of Artillery at Ticonperoaa, Crown-Powr, 

&c., Decemarr 2, 1775. 
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GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO QENERAL WASINGTON. 
Lebanon, Pecambor 9, 1775. 


Sui: Last ovening I received your Excellency’s favour 
of the 5th; in your hurry not signed; the number of men 
Inlisted teft blank. 

While this oxpross waits for a horse, 1 have only time to 
montion, that 1 shall (co volente) set out on my journey 
to meat the Assombly at New-Flaven, on the 12th, Please 
to favour mo with a list of the officers of our several rogi- 
ments, aud of the companies in cach, as they now stand 
arranged, with tho number jnlisted into them for the ser- 
vica of the onsuing year. I trust nothing will be wanting 
In the most vigorous exertions to afford you every assist- 
ance on the present alarming occasion. 

Lam, most respectfully, sir, your mast obedient humble 
servant, 

Jowaruan ‘PRumnuLt. 


Tis Excellency General Washington, 


COLONEL MOYLAN ‘TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL. 
Cambridge, Docomber 9, 1775. 
Sin: Four prisoners are sent for examination, Jeremiah 
Davwry, William Medon, George Price, and John Milton. 
They were taken by Captain Coit, on bowrd vessols carry- 
ing sapplies to the enemy in Bosfor, to whom they were 
pilots, Pownal Deming, a sergeant, who was on board the 
armed vessel when theso prisoners were taken, ewn give 
the honourable Board every necessary information relative 
to them. 
} have the honour to ba, sir, your most humble servant, 
Srepuen Moywan, 2. TS. 


The Hon. James Otis, Esq. 


WILLIAM BARTLETT ‘TO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 
Boverly, Ducombor 9, 1775, 

Sin: T have tho pleasure fo acquaint your Excellency, 
that Captain Manly has brought in here a ship from Lon- 
don, and a brig from St, Lustatia. 1 enclose your Excel- 
loney the papers which I forward by Mr. Cabot, Shall 
secure them until farther orders from your Fxeclleney, ‘The 
brig is safe arrived fiom Cape-Ann, 

Lam, with respect, your Ixeelloncy’s most obedient 
humble syrvant, 

Wintaan Barrnery. 
‘Lo Goneral Hashington, 

N. 3. ‘The Cuptain of ship bas hove overboard the 
chiofest part of his papara, and some arins, bee. J find by 
the steward, the ship’s cargo is chiefly coals, ono hundred 
butts of porter, forly live hogs. 


Watortown, Decombor 11, 1775, 

We haya just recived certain intelligence, that on Sa- 
durday lost, (December 9,) Captain Manly, of the Sue, 
privateer, tool and carriod into Beverly a largo ship of 
threo hundred tons burden, (mounted with two double- 
fortified six-pounders and six blunderbusses, with eighteen 
men before the mast,) bound from Loudon for the Minis- 
terinl army at Boston, laden with coals and provisions, 
consisting chiefly of porter, cheese, and forty live hogs; 
thirty more had died on the passage, Although fuel and 
the above articles are no rarity to the army of the United 
Colonies, yet, so far as they ave distressing to their cno- 
mies, so far, it must be acknowledged, they aro an advan- 
tage tous, The above ship had sovon weoks’ passage, 
and brought papers to tha 16th of October, which, to- 
gether with the letters, we are informed, the Captain hove 
overboard after he was taken, 

The same day Captain Manly also took aud carried in 
there a brig of about ona hundred and fifty tons burden, 
from Antigua, for Boston, (consigned to one Brimer, for 
tha use of the Ministerial navy,) Jaden with about ona 
hundred and thirty puncheons of rum, besides one hun- 
dred cases of gin, some cocoa, and a cask of oranges, to 
plense the dolicate appetite of my Lord Lowe, which, 
Kowevor, may possibly be more acceptable to our army 
atin any other provision, saying a further mess or two for 
the Congress, which has not a very craving appetite. 
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COLONEL WOODKOUND TO SSTR VILGINTA CONVENTION, 
Groal-Bridge, Decambor 16, 1778, 


A servant belonging to Major Marshall, who desorted 
the other night from Colonel Seor?s party, has complotel 
taken his Lordship in. Lieutenant Datie, who is wound- 
ed, and at present my prisoner, inlorms moe, that this fellow 
told them not more than three hundred shirt-men were 
here, and that imprudent man cought at the bail, despateh- 
ing Captain Leslie with all the regulars, (about two hun- 
dred,) who arrived at the bridge about three o’clock in 
the morning, joined about three lundred black and white 
slaves, laid planks upon tho bridge, and crossed just aftor 
our reveille hac beat; and lucky time for us, and, you 
will say, rather an improper season for them to make their 
push, when, of course, all our men must be under arms, 
The above licutenant commanded tho advanced party, and 
Captain ordyce, of the Grenadiers, led the van with hig 
company, who, for coolness and bravery desorved a butter 
fate, as well as the brave follows who fll with him, who 
behaved like heroes. ‘Chey marchad up to our breastwork 
with fixed bayonots, and, perhaps, a hotter fire never hap- 
noned, or a greater carnage, for the number of troops. 

ono of the blacks, &c., in the rear, with Captain Leake, 
advanced further than the bridgo. 

T have the ploasuce to inforar you that tha vietary was 
complete, and that most of their doad and wounded, with 


two pivees of cannon, were carried off undar covor of their 
4 


guns from the fort. We buried twelve besides tho Capinin, 
(him with all the military honours duo to hig raul) ond 
havo prisoners Lioutunant adit and sixteen privatys, all 
wounded 5 thirty-five stands of arms nnd accoutreaants, 
three officers’ fusils, powder, ball, and cartridges, with sun- 
dry other things, havo likewise fallen into our hands, ‘Chis 
was asccond Bunicer’s Hild afvir, in miniature, with this 
difference, that we kopt our post md had only one nan 
wounded in the hand.* 


SAMUEL TUCKER VO LORD SPREING. 
'Yronton, Poowmbur 1), 1778. 


My Lorn: I havo endeavoured to do every thing you 
have mentioned in your several lettas, and now must refer 


* From officors who hava arrived in town {rom Colonol Woodford’ 
camp since the battle of Une Great. Bridge, L have, I think, cotkatod 
4 moro partionlar aegount of Hugaction than any whioluas yet bout 
communionted to tho public, You will thoroforg obligo mo by pubs 
lishing it, and porhifpe ntord, at tho sumo dima, ne disnyrooable antore 
trinmont to our countrynion, As tho scone of gation te bub tittle 
known to the foneruliy of poopto, if muy Wo necosary to give gone 
dgneription of iH, Ghat the rotation may ho mare eloar und nalafuatory, 
‘Tho jpeoat bridya ia built over whut iW calla the Sauthorn Beauals of 
Klizabeth viver, twelve iniloa ubovo Norfolk. ‘Tho land on oagh sida 
jy murahy to a considerably distanco from the rivor, oxcopl ab tho (wo 
oxtromitles of tho bridge, whore aro to  piocos of firm hut, whieh 
may not tmproporly bo sallod ialinda, being surrounded outhraly by 
wator and marsh, and jolned to the main land hy oandowaya, On tho 
litue pico of firm gronnd on tho farthor, or Norfolk silo, Lord Dun 
moro Juul crooted his fort, in aroha mannor that hie cannon commande 
od tho causaway on his own site and tho bridge butwoen hin nnd uy, 
with the murshea aronnd him. ‘The dabad on this sido of the yiver 
contuinod ix or revon howsow, nome of which worn hurnt down (tho 
nearvat to tho bridge) by the onomy, after the arrival of omy (roopa 5 dn 
tha othora, adjoining. {he ouusoway on onoh sido, wore stationed a 
guard ovory night by Colonol Woodford, but withleawn bofare day, 
that thoy might not bo expusod to the fro of qo cnomyta fort in ro~ 
crossing the anuroway to our camp, this cannoway boing alvo oom. 
manded by thair cannon. ‘Tha causuway on one pido wae in longth 
about ono hundred and sixty yards, and on the hither oxtromity our 
breastiork was thrown up. From tho breastworlk ran a alrool, gra. 
dually asconding, about the longth of four lundr&t yorda, loa churel, 
whoio our main body wore oncamped. ‘The groat trade lo Norfalk in 
shingles, tat, pitch, and tarpenting, from Ujo country buck of tty, had 
ocatsioned sa ark} houses to by built hora, whunco those artiolos word 
convoyed to Norfolk by water, But this by-the-hy. Such iy the nature 
of the pluco ay doseribad to mogand Hitoh woro ane sityation rnd that 
of tho onomy, On Saterday, the Nth int., aor reyelllo boating, two 
or threo grout guna and domo muwketey wore dkoburgod (rant the ont. 
my’a fort, which, aa tt was not an unusual thing, wae but Little rit 
garded hy Colonel Woodford. Howoyor, soon niorwarda ho hoard a 
outl to thy aoldiure to stand to thoir arms; open whieh, with all OX0- 
dition, ho mado the proper dispésitions to racsive the onomy, Tn tho 
moan timo, the onomy had crasyod tho bridge, firod tha ramainin 
housos npon the faland, and somo largo pitor of shinylos, and attugked 
onr guard in tho breaslwork. Our men rolurnad tho five, and Upew 
thom into somo confusion but they wore instantly rallind by 8 Captain 
Fordyce, and nilvanced along the causeway with grout’ rosolaton, 
kaoping up a conatant and honvy fire as thoy approached. "two fad. 
piocos, which had boon brought usrosy Ue brid go and planted on the 
edgo of tho island, fucing tho left of our breaetwork, ployod briskly at 
tho same Hmo upon us. Giontonant ‘frasis, who commandod in the 
broastvork, ordored his mon ta roservo thoir fire till the ouomy camo 
within the distanca of fifty yards, and thon #ioy gavo it to thom with 
torriblo oxocution. Tho brave Furdyce oxertad himeolf to keop tip their 
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you to Colonel Lowrey, who is appointed by the Conti- 
nental Congress to subsist the battalions under your com- 
mand, Mr, Isher veceived from me two thousand five 
hundred, being one-half of she fiye thousand dollars to be 
applied towards furnishing arms for your battalion, hope 
we shall soon have Colonel ‘Mavuells battalion completely 
armed, for which purpose the members of the Committee 
of Safety have sent to the several County Committees, 
entreating their assistance in procuring the Province arms 
that may be in their Counties. 

Our Provincial thirty thousand pounds will not be print- 
ed for some time for want of proper paper, which is now 
making for that purpose; and if it was now ready, the 
Commissioners are particularly directed in what manner to 
apply it; and T find the members of the Committee of 
Safety are of opinion they have no power to apply any of 
the Provincial money for Continental services. 

We passed a Jaw in the House of Assembly appointing 
barrackmasters to repair the several barracks, which was 
condemned or d——d in the Council, so that we must now 
do as well as we can with them, 

You no doubt will have seen, eve this comes to hand, 
the dispute between the Governour and Council. The 
House of Assembly thought it most for the publick service 
to avoid all disputes at this critical time. 

Tam, with tenders of service, your assured friend and 


most obedient, humble servant, SinubinTuoxen 
4 % 


P. 8. L expect the Commissioners will be here to-mor- 
row or next day. 


THOMAS LOWREY TO LORD STIRLING, 
‘[{'ronton, Docombor 10, 1775. 


My Lorn; [ received both your favours at Philadel- 
phia, and note the contents. Isaw Mr. Hancock, Mr. 
Adams, My, Livingston, and sundry others of the mem- 
bers. | informed them, and urged the necessity of having 
every thing done that you wrote to them about. I had 
great hopes something would be done, but so much other 
business on their hands prevented them last week. All 
the members I talked with promised mo something should 


pplrite, romindod thom of their anciont glory, and, waving hin hat ovor 
his head, oneonraggingly told thom the day was thoir own, Thus 
pressing forward, ho fotl within fitoon stops of tho broastwork, Cis 
wounds wors many’, and his douth wopld have beon that of a hero had ho 
mot it in abotter onugo, ‘Tho progréss of the onemy was now at an onds 
thoy rotronted avor tho causeway with procipttagjon, and wero droad. 
fully gallod in thoir roar, €fitherto, on our sida, only tho guard, con. 
sinting of twonty-fivo, and some others, upon tho wholo amounting to 
not more than ninoty, had boon engaged. Ouly the rogulars of tho 
Fourloonth Rogimont, in number ono hundrod and twonty, had ad. 
yanoed upon the oausowny}; and about two hundred and thirly torios 
and nogroos had, aftor crossing tho bridge, continued upon the island. 
‘Tho rogulars, aflor rotroating slong the causoway, wore again ralliod 
by Captuin Leste, and tho two fiold-pivoos continued to play upon our 
mon, Tt was ut this timo that Colone} Woodford wna advancing down 
tho alract to tho branstwork with the main body, and againat him was 
now directed the wholo fire of tho onomy, Noyvor wore cannon bottor 
sorvod; but yet, is tho faco of thom and tho muskotry, which kept up 
a continual blaze, our mon marched on with tha utinoat tntrapidily, 
Colonal Stevens, of thé Culpapper battalion, was ont round to the lett 
to flank the enemy, which was done with auoh activity and spirit that 
nrout immodiately onsuetd, Tho onomy fled into thoir fort, loaving 
bohind thon tho two fiold-piecas, which, however, thoy toolt caro to 
spike up with nails, Many wore killed and wounded in tho flight, but 
Colonel Woodford v8ry prudontly restrained his troops from urging 
tholr pursuit too far, From the beginning of tho attack till tho ro- 
pulse from tho breastiwvork, might bo about fourteen or fifteon minutes; 
till tho total dofoat upwards of half an hour. It is said that somo of 
the enemy proferred doath to captivity, from a foar of being soalpod, 
which Lord Dunmore inhumanly told thont would bo thoir fate should 
they be taken alive, Thirty.ono, killed and wounded, foll:into our 
hands, and tha number borne off was much groator, Through tho 
whole of the engagement, ovory officor and goldior behaved with tho 
grouteat courage and calmness, ‘The conduet of our sontinols I can. 
not pags ovor in silence, Before thoy quilted thoir stations thoy*ired 
at lonst throe rounds ag tho onomy wero crossing tho bridgo, and ono 
of thom, who was posted behind somo shingles, Ikopt his ground till 
ha had fired cight times, and, aftor*recoiving a wholo pintoon, mado 
his cegapo ovor tho eauaoway into our broastwork, Tho scene was 
olosod with ag much humanity as it hpd beon conduotot with brayory. 
Tho work of doath boing ovor, overy ono's attention was directed to 
tho sascour of' tho unhappy sufferors, and it ig an undoubted fiot, that 
Captain Leetie was so, aifvated with tho tondornoss of our troops to. 
wards those whg woro yat gapublo of nsgigtunco, that ho gave signs 
from tho fort of his thankfuluoss for it, What is not to bo paralloled 
in history, and will senrcely appear crediblo, except to auch as acknow- 
ledge a Providence over human affairs, this victory was gained at tho 
expenge of no more thin o’slight wound in o soldier's hand ; and one 
elyoumstanco which rondora it stil! more amazing, is, that tho field. 
icaes raked tha wholo longth of tho stroot, and absolutely threw dou- 
Piochonded shot as far asthe church, and afterwards, as our troops 
approached, cannonadod thom heavily with grapa-shot.—Va. Gaz. 
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be done, There is 2 resolve of the House that Mr. Crane 
is to give directions to you for getting the blankets. He 
told me he would be home some time this week. I have 
been with Mr. Tucker about the barracks. He says he 
will call the Committee soon and get something done. 1 
have done all I could every where, and with every one 
concerned, to forward the cause. I informed them of the 
trouble your Lordship and myself bath had, All seemed 
pleased with what we have done. 

Mr. Crane will forward the articles for wear. The 
commissions for the sundry persons your Lordship wrote 
for, will be filled up agreeably to your desire, 1 did not 
see Colonel Maxwell, but sent him your letter and wrote to 
him myself. Two of bis company will be ready to march 
in ten days, complete. I have paid off Falkener’s com- 
pany; he isin Burlington barracks, I have also paid off 
Captain Shute, of Salem, and Captain Howell, of Cunber- 
land. They will be at Burlington this week, but in no 
order for marching ; arms and blankets are wanting ; and 
I am now on my way to Sussex to forward Shaw's and 
Scott’s companies, and intend being with you at Eli- 
zabethtown, on Thursday next at furthest. Pray be 
pleased to order Meeker, M‘ Myers, and Piatt, to have their 
muster-rolls, &c., in good order and readiness that I may 
not be detained when I come. 

Tam, my Lord, your Lordship’s most obedient and hum- 
ble servant, 

Tomas Lowney. 





CONANICUL (RIODE-ISLAND) PLUNDERED. 
Newport, Decombor 11, 1775, 


About one o’clock, yesterday morning, the bomb brig, 
a schooner, and two or three armed sloops, left this bar- 
bour, went to Conanicut, and landed upwards of two hun- 
dred marines, sailors, and negroes, at the east ferry, marched 
in three divisions immediately over to the west ferry, and 
set the several houses on fire which were near the ferry- 
place, then retreated back, setting fire to almost every 
house on each side the road, from the west to the east 
ferry, and several houses and barns some distance on the 
north and south side of the rond, driving out the women 
and children, swearing thoy should be burnt in the house if 
they did not instantly turn out. 

Widow Hull lost ove house; Joseph Clarke, Esq., two 
houses and one barn; Zhomas Fowler, one house, barn, 
and crib full of corn; Benjamin Ellery, two houses, store, 
and barn; B. Remington, two houses; John Gardner, 
Esq., one house and tan-yard; Thomas Hutchinson, one 
house; Widow Franklin, two; Abel Franklin, one ; Be- 
nedict Robinson, one. All the above houses were plun- 
dered of beds, wearing apparel, and such household furni- 
ture as could be conveniently carried off; the rest were 
consumed, Some women, we are told, were stripped of 
some of their best clothes they had on. It is said Captain 
Wallace conmanded on this humane expedition, A com- 
pany of minute-men had Jeft Conanicut the evening before ; 
so that there were but about forty or fifty soldiers on the 
Island, most of whom had been tnlisted but a few days, and 
arrived there but the evening before in miserable condition 
for such a sudden attack; but, notwithstanding, it is said 
there is certainly one officer of marines killed, and seven 
or eight badly wounded. ‘There was not one Provincial 
either killed or wounded, except Mr, John Martin, who 
was shot in his belly, standing unarmed in his door, The 
above vessels brought off about thirty head of oxen and 
cows, a few sheep and hogs, most of which they killed be- 
fore they took them on hoard. They left Conanieut yes- 
terday, and came to this harbour again about noon. , 

Tho above houses were not all occupied by the owners, 
but each had at least one family, some two. ; 


STEPHEN MOYLAN TO WILLIAM BARTLETT, © |: , 
Cambridgo, Docomber 10, 1778,! 
Sin: Your agreeable favour to his Excellency coaite 
last night to hand. Tt was very unlucky that the Captain 
of the ship threw his papers overboard: . He deserves to. 
be severely punished, if it is true that this was.ddne alter 
he was made a prize of. In.any, other, war'{han- the pre- 
sent, he would suffer death for stich atiaction ; but we must 
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show him and such us fall into our hands, that Americans 
are humane as woll as brave. You will therefore, sir, treat 
the prisonors with ull possible tenderness. ‘Phere are on 
board the vessel from dadigua uve gontlomen, passengers, 
Me. John Burke and Mr, Gregory. ‘Pho foreor is 
strongly recommended to our good friends in Boston; 
though uot a friend to zimerican liberty, ho still las the 
‘charactor of a gentleman; as such, it is the General’s or- 
ders that be be treated, ‘Lhe other was on board a man- 
of-war, You willofler those gentlemen « parole agroaably 
to the enclosed sketeh, which I suppose they will not ob- 
ject to; if they should, you must send thom to Head- 
quarters. 

Tho captain and crews of both vessels had best remain 
with yous and, if you soo fit, they may remain on board 
their vessels until farther orders; but do uot ran the least 
risk of their doing mischief by so many being togethor. Lf 
any way apprehensive of them, let them he sent to some 
inland town iv your neighbourhood, recommended to the 
eave of the Committee of Safety, who must provide them 
with necessaries, for which they will be paid. Should 
they be disposed of in this last way, got the captains to 
sign the paroles for themselves and their crows, a copy of 
which you will transmit to the Committe of Safety to 
whose cure they are sent, and mention to the Committee 
that they be treated with humanity. 

‘Thora are Jimes, lemons, aud oranges on bourd, which, 
being perishable, you must sell immediately. The Geno- 
ral will want some of cach, ag well as of the aweetmeats 
and picklos that are on board, as his lady will bo here to- 
day or to-morrow, You will please to piek up such things 
on board as you think will be aceeptnble to her, and send 
them as soon as possible; he doos not menn to reacive any 
thing without payment, which you will pleasa to attond to, 
The Goncial is informed that the prizes aro crowded with 
people from shore, as well as those belonging to the armad 
schoonor, It is his positive command that no person be 
suffered to go on board any of them, the officers and agents 
oxcepted, that embexzlements be particularly guarded 
against, Tfany should happen, the agents will be blamed 
and hold accountable, so that you see the necessity of ba- 
ing strict in enforeing this order, Pray when are you to 
send tho porter, &.? Wo want it much, 

Lam, &e., Sesrunn Moywan. 


To Milliam Bartlett, Wisy., Beverly. 


COLONEL MOYLAN 0 CAPTAIN BARTLETT. 
Gunbridge, Decombor 10, 1778, 
Sin: 1 wrote you this day, to which refer. Lhe cargo 
by tho two prizes to be laid up ina secure place if you 
think the yossels are not sufliciont for that purpose, Cap- 
tnins Adams will deliver you this, Ife says ho will tako a 
cruise while tho sails, which he thinks absolutcly neces» 
sory, ave making, You will please to let sueh sails as ho 
wants bo put in hands immediately, as wo cannot have tivo 
many armed vessels out. Give him every assistance in 
‘our power, [fe wants to change his swivels and somo of 
his guns. Dear sir, indulgo hin, and let him proceed to 
sea, Lam, sir, yours, &c., Srepuew Moynan. 


To Wilkam Bartlett, Lsq., Beverly, 


GENERAL GREENE TO QOVERNOUR WARD, 
Prospoot.Iill, Docomber 10, 1775, 

Tn my last I mentioned to you that the troops inlisted 
very slowly in general; I was in hopes then that ours would 
not have deserted tho cause of their country, but they seem 
to ba so sick of this way of life, and so home-sick, that I 
fear tho greater part, and the best of the toops from our 
Colony, will go home, The Connecticut troops ure going 
hom in shoals this day, Five thousand of the militia, 
threo from this Province, and two from Hampshire, avo 
culled in to take their place. There is a great defection 
among their (the Connecticut) troops, but from the spirit 
and resolution of the people of that Province I make no 
doubt they will furnish their proportion without delay. 
New- Hampshire behaves nobly ; their troops engage cheer- 
fully, The regiment raised in the Colony of Rhode Island 
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has hurt our reeruiting nmazingly they ave fond of serving 
in the army at home, and ench feoly a desire to protect bis 
own fanily. 

Lharanwued the Goopa yesgerday 5 I hope it had some 
effect; they appear of a hatter disposition to-day 5 some 
have inlisted, aud others discover a complying mper. 1 
loave nothing undone or nusaid: that will promote the ro- 
cruiting service, But] fear the Colony of Ethades bland 
is upon the decline. "Phere havo heen, and now are, same 
unhappy disputes subsisting betwoen the town and country 
interest, und some wretches, for the sake of a presant poe 
puluity, are endeavouring to widen the breach, to build up 
their own consequence, to the prejudice and ruin of the 
publick interest, God grant that they may moot with the 
disgrace they deserve. 

This Provinee beging to exort itselly the General Court 
bas undertaken to provitlo for the army, wood, &o, Vheir 
troops begin now to inlist very fast, “Phey are zoalous in 
tho country to cngage in the service, 

T sant home some recruiting ofliegrs, but they got seureely 
A man, and report that there are pone to be had there. No 
publick spirit prevails; [wish you and your colleague wero 
at home a few days to spirit up the people. Newport, I 
helieve, from the best intelligence 1 ean get, is dutermined 
to observe a strict neutrality this winter, and in the spring 
join the strongest party. Lf feel for the honour of the 
Colony, whieh TP think in a fair way, from the couduet of 
the people at home and tho tronps abroad, to receive a 
wound. Tt mvortities mo to death that our Colony and troops 
should be a whit behind tho neighbouring Governments in 
privato virtuo or publick spirit, 

T have been strongthening this Till, io order that il the 
soldiery should not engage as cheerfully av wo expected, b 
might be able to defend it with a less number. 


ADDRESS OF TIM) PROVOST, HLC., QF LIT WURGI OV WICK. 


Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Common Couns 
cil of tha Royal Burgh of Wek, in Council assembled, pro 
sented to His Majesty by John Sinclair, Tesy, 


Unto the King’s most Excellent Majesty, 


The humble Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and 
Common Council af ihe Royal Burgh af Wien, in 
Council assembled, os 


Moar anaciofis Sovnuman: Wa, your Majesty's most 
dutiful and loyal subjects, the Provost, Magistrates, and 
Common Council of the Royal Bargh of Tick, for om 
selves, and in behalf of the other inhabitnots of this Burgh, 
beg leave most humbly to approuelt on Majesty with tho 
genuino sentiments of bearts full of loyalty and aftection to 
the best of Kings, and flowing with gratitude for the ine 
valuablo blessings and privileges which wo onjoy under a 
mild and constitutional! Government, 

Wo should be wanting in duty to your Majesty, to your 
Parliament, and to our country, did we not declare to the 
world our henity disapprobation and abhorrence of the ras 
bellious conduct of our fellow-subjects in America, and of 
the seditious spirit of a discontented fuction at home, whom 
we consider as the worst cnemics of their country, and the 
corrupted fountain whence the present ovils have sprung. 
Wo always understood that the acts of the Supreme Legis« 
lature of this Kingdom should oxtond, wth equal foree, to 
evory part of your Majesty’s extonsive dominions; we must 
therefore consider every attempt toroppose that power ag 
repugnant to the British Constitution, And when we re« 
feo with what daving insolonce and contempt the autho~ 
rity of (ho laws has been repeatedly set at defiance hy the 
Americans, we ean vo longer withhold our unaninougs 
assent to the vigorous exertion of such mensures as will 
forag ‘these deluded people to submit to a constitutional 
dependance upon your Majesty’s Government. Aud at the 
samo time we do assure your Majesty that, with our lives 
and fortunes, wo are ready to contribute to the duo exeou- 
tion of such necessary and indispensable measures, 

Signed in our namo, and by our appointment, by our 
Provost; aud tho common seal of tha Hargh is hereto ap- 
pended, at Jer, the cleventh day of December, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and seventy-five years. 

James Sixcnam, Provost. 
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OOLONEL WOODFORD TO EDMUND PENDLETON. PARLIAMENTARY POST PROHIBITED, 
s Gront-Bridge, December 10, 1775. In Provincial Convention, Annnpulis, 
Docembor 11, 1775, ‘ 


Sin: I must apologize for the hurry in which I wrote you 
yesterday ; since which nothing of moment has happened, Resolved, That the Parliamentary Post be not permit- 
but the abandoning of the fort by the enemy. We have ted or suffered to travel in or pass through this Province, 
taken possession of it this morning, and found therein the with any mail, packages, or letters; and the several Com 
stores mentioned in the enclosed list, to wit: 7 guns, four of miles of Observation are requested and directed to see 
them sorry; 1 bayonet; 29 spades; 2 shovels ; 6 cannon; this resolution strictly observed and executed. 

a few shot; some bedding; a part of a hogshead of rum; Resolved, That no boat or other vessel belonging to this 
two or more barrels, the contents unknown, but supposed Province, go out of this Province without a license in wri- 
to be rem; 2 barrels of bread; about 20 quarters of beef; ting from this Convention, the Council of Safety hereafter 
half a box of candles; 4 or 5 dozen quart bottles; 4 or 5 to be appointed, or from some Committee of Observation, 
ion pots; afew axes, and old lumber. ‘The spikes, I find, ™ which the particular place such boat or vessel shall be 
cannot be got out of the cannon without drilling. From designed to go to, shall be expressed in all licenses granted 
the vast effusion of blood on the bridge, and in the fort, by the Committees of Observation. And if any suck 
from the account from the sentries, who saw inany bodies boat or vessel shall be navigated beyond the limits of this 
carried out of the fort to be interred, and other circumstan- Erovince, without such license, or if, after having obtained 
ces, I conceive theif loss to be much greater than £ thought such license, the shipper thereof shall, without absolute 
it yesterday, and the victory to be complete. I have re- and inevitable necessity, go to, or touch at any place out 
ceived no late information from Norfolle or Princess-Ann, of this Province other than mentioned in such license, or 
nor yet fixed on a plan for improving this advantage. I shall carry any person or letter, of which he shall not give 
have despatched scouting parties, and from their intelli-  P'evious notice to such Committee, or shall bring back any 
gence I shall regulate my future operations. person or letter, of which he shall not give previous notice 

Enclosed is an inventory of the arms, 8zc., taken yester- (© stich Committee, as soon as may be after his ret, 
day, to wit: 2 silvor-mounted fusils, with bayouels; 1 such shipper, und all other persons accessory to such mis- 
steel do., without bayonet; 24 well fixed muskets, with behwviour, may be punished by imprisonment; but it is 
bayonets; 6 muskets, without bayonets ; 28 cartouch boxes understood that this Rosolution is not to prohibit the cross- 
and pouches; 3 silver mounted cartouch boxes; 2cannon 8 Potomacle, although the bouts or vessels employed or 
do. ; 26 bayonet bells; 27 caps; 2 hats; one barrel with US%4, therefore, should go up the creeks, or ams of the 
powder and cartridges; 1 sill handkorchief, with linen in it; 2o¢emacke river, making into Virginia, or to prohibit the 
2 watches; cash 12s, 6d.; 1 pair gloves; 4 stocks and Passing and repassing at the Ferry on Pocomoke viver. 
buckles; 1 pair silver shoe buckles; 3 pair silver knee- — 
buckles; 2 snuff boxes; 10 knives; 1 barrel with ball and 
oakum ; 12 coats; 12 waistcoats; 11 pair shoes; 12 puir CARTAN COUT: CONWAY 20, LORDS TIRGIRGs 

of gaiters; 1 pair of breeches; 1 shirt; 1 pair of stockings ; Porth. Amboy, Docombor 11, 1775, 
a parcel of old knee-buckles; a pareel of old buttons; and Sir: In obedience to your Lordship’s commands of 
a black handkerchief. ‘The arms I shall retain for the use the 5th just., I received of Jsaac Monnel, Esq., the beds, 
of the army ; the other articles I shall dispose of at vendue, blankets, &c., belonging to the barracks here, and tender- 
and apply the money arising from the sale in such manner ed him a receipt for them, which, for particular reasons, he 
as the Convention shall be pleased to direct. refused. [ also had a sufficient number of rooms cleaned, 

Lieutenant Batué, having an inclination to inform the and provided fire-wood and provision to supply my com- 
King’s troops of tha humane treatment la has met with pany several days, which this day marched here, and quar- 
here, I despatched Ensign Foomes, with a flag of truce, tered in the barracks, though not without a great deal of 
who raturned with the enclosed answer from the comman- tvouble, owing to the unwillingness of them to leave Bruns- 
dey of tho fort, via: Pa wiele, and soveral other trivial reasons, 

“ Captain Leslie prosonts his complimems to Mr. Batut, I havo now in confinement three privates, sentinels, 


ee erat er aD + y+. lwo of them for desertion and abuse of their officers, the 
ae sari a ae a Mee ee nbs other, for striking a sergeant, and deserting a party on du- 


; § : : 1 ty of fatigua. As I think it time to carry some command, 
wounds are 60 slight; but is extremely sorry for the loss of ond use a little severity, 1 beg your Lordship’s permission 


Noy 
poor Fordyca.” to call a regimental court-martial to wry them, as making 

Tho unfortunate Captain Fordyce was a captain af the an example of ono or more of them will certaialy deter 
Grenadiers, of the Fourteenth regiment ; most of the soldiers others from the like, 
were Grenadiers of that regiment. As the Captain wasa Messrs, Powell and Itose, who accompanied me hore, 
gallant and brave officer, I promised to inter him with allthe with their fife and drum, will wait on your Lordship with 
military honours due to his great merits; which I hope will this, and will be proud of serving your Lordship, as fife 
meet with the approbation of the honouruble Convention, and dvam-major to the regiment; theit business is to treat 

About two hundred and fifly Carolita men are arrived, and agree with your Lordship on that matter, I there- 
under the command of Col. Vail. hey are composed of fore recommend them to your Lordship as two valuable 
rogulars, minute-men, militia, and volunteers, and have men in that capacity, and would be glad to have, theni 
brought with them six cannon. 1 have received no certain appointed on reasonable terms, which I believe they are 
account of Col, Howe ; where he is, what number of force willing to accept. 
he commands, how armed and provided, or where or when ‘I hope your Lordship’s good nature will excuse any im- 
he intends to joinfme. propriety of style, particularly the badness of the writing, as 

I shall pay a due regard to the reinforcements you men- I cannot use my thumb, which I offer as a reason for not 

tion, and the establishrfent of the posts. I am just inform- sending your Lordship a copy of my last orders, 
ed, by Lieutenant Batt, that a servant of Major Marshall, As tho barrack chimneys are very foul and dangerous, 1 
who was in the party with Coloitel Svod¢, and deserted,‘in- have got a boy from York, to have them swept to-morrow 
formed Lord Dunmore that not more than three hundred morning, (such as will be now used.) There is also some 
shirtemen were here; that imprudent man caught at the repairs of glazing, carpenter's work, and mending the wood- 
bait, arid despatched Captain Leslie, with all the regulars, yard fence, wanting to be done, which, if your Lordship is 
who arrived at the fort about four in the morning. —_» ~_ pleased to order, { will see executed immediately, 

I have enclosed the honourable Convention a general re —‘I have the honour of being, with great respect, my Lord, 
turn of tho forces under my command ; also a list of sick your Lordship’s most obedient, humble servant, * j 
and wounded. It is my wish to recoive orders for what is Joun Conway. °° 
tof done with the wounded prisoners, when able to tra- Lord Stirling. Mes 
vy I recollect nothing more to add at present, than that P.S. I beg the favour of your Lordship’s orders.respact; 

am, with great respect, your thost obedient servant, ing the above matters, or any further seryigg; a8,¢00n as 

Wiurzam Woovrorv. — may be pleased to direct; to be left at Capjain, Dawson's, 
To Edmund Pendleton, President of the Convention. at Woodbridge, or Gershom Lotésyin Aniboy 
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CAPTAIN JOINFH MONRES TO LORD STIRLING, 
Manoyor, Docombor U, 1775, 
My Lonp: I have not seen Lieutenant-Colonol iinds 


since I loft Aizabethtown, Mave not money to buy arms, 


one equal half of my company hava none; nor have L re- 
ceived tho eloth for tho soldiors ; have sont Mr. Brown, my 
Second Licutounnt, to town after it, and to wait on your 
Jaordship for orders. L understand by Major De Lart that 
my son’s commission is net come. If it should be thought 
proper by your Lordship, { would wait on Mr. Zteler for 
i, My Lord, thero is nearly one-half my company in 
the old uniform, (and likewiso Captain LZowell’s,) and 
seom vory much opposed to altoring it, us thoy have red 
waistcouts, and not able to get white. 

Lam with groat esteem, your Lordship’s most obedient 


humble servant, JoxcmaMcniis 


To Lord Stirling, 
COMMENTER OF BARNAID’S ‘LOWNSIIP, NEW-JERSEY. 


Committoo of Burnard’s Lownship, New-Jorsvy, 
Docembor 11, 1775, 


Whereas Nathaniel Haten, of tho ‘Lownship of Bar- 
nard, iu the County of Somerset, and Province of New- 
Jeovecy, was brought before tho Committee of said towne 
ship as being suspected of being an onemy to the liberties 
of America, and upon oxamination, it appeurs to uy, the 
suid Committoo, that the suid Nathaniel Later is an cno- 
iny to tho libouties of America, and all porsons are hereby 
desired to tako notice, and have no more doalings or com- 
moree with the said Nathaniel Laten, othorwise thoy will 
expose themselves to tho resontment of the friends of 
American liborty, and will bo dealt with accordingly. 

By ordor of tho Committeo : 

flenry Anwann, Chairman. 


ISAAC NICOLL TO JOJIN MeKESSON, 
Goshen, Decombor 11, 1775, 


Sin: Some timo ago thora was application mado to 
Congross for commissions for Goshen Minute Company, of 
which Moses Letfield was chosen Captain; but there are 
no commissions yet to hand, which makes some uneasiness 
in the company, as they aro ordered to go to tho Battery in 
tho Highlands to relieve Captain Hisnor’s company, the 
27th of this instant. E should bo glad if you would send 
tho commissions by tho post. 

From your humble servant, Isaac Niwonr, 


To John Medesson, lisq., at New-York, 


OCOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASITINGTON, 
Providonco, Docomber 11, 1775, 


Sim: I domyself the honour to addross this lottor to 
you by Mr, Ponet, and another Trench gentleman, who 
arvived hore last night, in Captain Jthodes, from Cape 
Frangois, who was dospatchod some timo sinco from this 
place for powder. Mr, Penet comes oxtremely well ro- 
commended to our Committec for providing powder from a 
merchant of character at the Cape. He hath proposals to 
make for supplying tho United Colonies with arms and 
waylike stores. [am informed that the other gentleman is 
a person of some consequence. I beg leave to introduce 
them to your Excellency, and to assure you that 1 am with 
great respect, sir, your most obedient and most humble 
servant, 

Nicnotas Cooxn. 
‘Lo General Washington. 


1 enters 


GENERAL WASHINGTON 0 ‘THE COSMITTER OF SYMSBURY. 
Cambridgo, Dosombor 11, 1778. 

Geutiemen: ‘Tho prisoners which will be delivered you 
with this, having been tried by a court-martial, and deemed 
to be such flagrant and atrocious villains that they cannot 
by any means be sot at large or confined in any place near 
this camp, word sentonced to be sent to Symsbury, in Con- 
necticut. You will therofore be pleased to have them se- 
gured in your jail, or in such other manner as to you shall 
seam nocessary, so that they cannot possibly make their 
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oseapo, ‘Lhe charges of thoir imprisonment will be ot the 
Continental expense, ° 
lam, &c, Guonan Wasnincron, 
ets 


ROBERT th. HARRISON TO MAJOR-GENERAL WARD, 
Cumbridgo, Docombur U1, 1778, 


Sm: Tam commanded by his Excellency to enclose to 
your care the letter which you will herowith receive for the 
Committee at Symsbury, Should thera bo any of the 
Connecticut oops at Rowdbury, which are going that way, 
and with whom the prisoners can bo trusted, you will got 
them to take chargo of them, as it will gave some expense ; 
but if you are of opinion that thore will be tho loast risk 
of their gotting away, you will send thom off under a proper 
guard, with a copy of their sentenco for Che Committee. 

Lam, sir, yours, &o., 

R. UW. Warwsson, 4. D.C. 
‘Vo Mujor-Genoral Hard, 7 


ROBERT I, HARRISON TO THOMAS CRAPS, 
Cambridge, Decombor L1, 1775. 

Sr: [have it in command from his Excellency to in- 
form you that tho Majority in the regiment of artillory is 
now vacant, and that he would wish you to fill it in prefer- 
ones to any other person. You will please to signily to 
him whether you incline to accopt it, as soon ag you con~ 
veniontly can. 

Lam, sir, your most obediont servant, 


R. ML, Wannison, A. D.C. 
Lo Thomas Crafts, Jun., Ksq. 


WILLIAM BARTLETT TO GENERAL WASTINGLON. i 
Bovorly, Dooombor 1J, 1775, 

Sir: I bog leave to enclose your Excellency the poti+ 
tion of the Committee of Correspondence of this town, 
where they set forth tho situation of it in a very clear light, 

and pray your Excellency would bear and answor tho same, 
if you in your great wisdom think it necessary, 

Those valuable prizes, brought in hore, are mach ox- 
posed, as we have nothing to defend them with. Our hare 
our is as safo as any can be, where thore is wator sufliciant 

to bring in such vossels, Our forts and brenstworks, built 
at the town’s expense, would not only protect tho prizes, 
but the town, ff we bad guna and ammunition to put in 
them. ‘Dherefore, pray your Lxcelloney would hoar the 
petition not only for tho relief of the town, but to preserve 
that interest now belonging to the Continent. 

And am, with tho greatest respect, your Excellonoy’s 

most obediont, humble sorvant, 
Winntan Barner, 


To his Wxcollonoy Genoral Washington, 


Vovorly, Dooombor 11, 0778, 

May rv pheage your Ixcenmnnoy: ‘Tho petition of us, 
the subscribors, humbly showeth: ‘Chat as the high hand of 
Ministorial cruelty hath brought us into a most unnatural 
war with our mother country, by which means tho town of 
Beverly is much oxposed to their most unnatural, savagox 
like cruelty, (the town lying more (ian four miles on the 
sea-const, and a great part of that way convenient for lands 
ing,) tho inhabitants of this town, with the assistance of 
some of the neighbouring towns, have thrown up brenst- 
works in several of tho most advantagcous places within 
the samo, and have no cannon or ammunition, or next akin 
tomione, to support them avith. And what renders us more 
obnoxious to their most unnatural cruelty and vengoanoo is, 
that the Continental privaygors, and others, make this bur 
hour their place of rendezvous, and have of late brought 
inte this harbour a numbgr of very valuablo prizes, which 
we think aro very much exposed to the enemy, as also tho 
town in general. Thorofore, your petitioners Inimbly proy 
that your Isxcelleney, would be graciously ploasoi to give 
ug some relief under our most dificult aid distrossed cir- 
cumstances, and let us have, if you in your wisdont think 
best, two nine-pounders, or one twelve-pounder, with a 
suitable quantity of ammunition for the same; and those 
two six-pounders and a half barrel of powder, and about 
twenty balls, on board of the ship Jenny, and those two 
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small pieces of cannon brought in on board the brig Hannah, 
together with a half barrel of powder said to be on board, 
frbick vessels were brought into this harbour by Captain 
lanly,) and also for some shot for the abovesaid small 
cannon, which will, we think, contribute much to the safety 
of the interest of the United Colonies, as also of this town 
in particular, and will be gratefully received by your most 
humble and obedient servants, 
Cates Dones, Naruan Luzon, 
Josern Rea, Lavenwore Wiirrrepes, 
Joseru Woop, 
Committee of Correspondence of Beverly. 


To his Excellency General Washington, 





GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDEN? OF CONGRESS. 
[Read December 19, 1775.] 
* Cambridge, Docomber 11, 1775. 

Sim: Captain Manly, of the Lice, armed schooner, has 
taken and sent into Beverly two prizes since I last wrote to 
you, which was the 7th instant. One of them is the ship 
Jenny, Captain Forster, who left London late in October. 
He has very unfortunately thrown all his papers overboard ; 
is not yet arrived at camp; if he does before { close this, 
I will let you kuow what information I get from him. Tlis 
vessel is loaded with coal and porter; of the latter, about 
one hundred butts. ‘The other is a brigantine from Anti- 
gua, called the Little Hannah, Robert Adams waster, Ler 
cargo consists of one hundred and thirty-nine hogsheads of 
rum, one hundred cases of Gencva, and somo other triding 
articles. Both cargoes were designed for the use of the 
army and navy at.Boston. [ have great pleasure in con- 
gratulating you on this success, 

The numbers inlisted last week aro. 6 1 1 4 
men. If they go on at this slow rate, it will be a long 
time before this army is complete. I have wrote to the 
Governours of Connecticut and Rhode-Island, also to the 
Convention of New-Lampshire, on this subject. A copy 
of my letter to them { have the honour to enclose here- 
with; a letter to thé same purport I sent to the Legislature 
of this Province. 

Tho militia are coming in fast. Iam much pleased with 
the alacrity which the good people of this Province, as well 
as those of New-Hampshirc, have shown upon this occasion. 
I expect the wholo will be in ths day and to-morrow, when 
what remains of the Connecticut gentry, who have not in- 
listed, will have liberty to go to thoir fire-sides, 

The Cotnmisnry Ganeral is still, by his indisposition, 
detained from camp. He committed an error when making 
out the ration list ; for be was then serving out, and has con- 
tinued so to do, six ounces, per man per week, of butter, 
though it is not included in the list approved of by Con- 
gress, Ido not think it would bo expedient to put a stop 
thereto, as every thing that would havo a tendency to give 
the soldiery room for complaint, must be avoided. 

‘The information I received, that the enemy. intended 
spreading the small-pox amongst us, 1 could not suppose 
thom capable of. I now must give some credit to it, as it 
has mado its appearance on several of those who last came 
out of Boston. Every necessary precaution has been taken 
to prevont its being communicated to this army, and the 
General Court will take care that it does not spread through 
the country, 

LT have not heard that any more troops are arrived at Bos- 
zon, which is a lucky circumstance, as the Connecticut troops, 
¥ now find, are for the most part gone off. The houses in 
Boston are lessening every day. © They are pulled down 
cither for fire-wood, or to prevont the eflects of fire, should 
we attempt a bombardment, or an attack upon the town. 
Oobble-THl is strongly fortified, without any interruption 
from the enemy. Colonel Zvos has been tried and ac- 
quitted. Upon what principle, you will see by tho pto- 
cess of his trial, which I now send you. As the time of 
Colonel Enos’s engagement was near expired, a doubt 
arose whether he could then be tried by a court-martial. 
This it was which occasioned his trial to come on before 
Colonel Arnold’s evidence could be had. 

This is what at present occurs from, sir, your most obe- 


dierit, humble servant, Grornan Wasninaron, 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 
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P.S. The weekly returns of inlistments not being yet 
received for more than ten regiments, amounting to sever 
hundred and twenty-five men, I cannot fill up the blank ia 
this letter; but this, added to the former, makes, in the . 
whole, five thousand two hundred and fifty-three, 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. » 
Cambridge, December 5, 1775. 

Sir: [have of late met with abundant reason to con- 
vince me of the ithpracticability of recruiting this army to 
the new establishment, in any reasonable time, by voluntary 
inlistments. The causes of such exceeding great backward- 
ness I shall not undertake to point out; sufficient it is to 
know that the fact is so. Many reasons are assigned; one 
only I shall mention, and that is, that the present soldiery 
are in expectation of drawing frotn the landed interest and 
farmers a bounty equal to the allowance at the com- 
mencement of this army, and therefore they play off. Be 
this as it may, J am satisfied that this is not a time for tr- 
fling, and that the exigency of our affairs calls aloud for 
vigorous exertions. 

By sad experionce it is found that the Connecticud troops 
have deserted, and are about to desert the noble cause we 
are engaged in; nor have I any reason to believe that 
the forces of New-fampshire, this Government, or Rhode- 
Island, will give stronger proofs of their attachment to it, 
when the period arrives when they may claim their dismis- 
sion, For after every stimulus in my power has been 
thrown in their way, and near a month’s close endeavour, 
we have inlisted but about five thousand men ; fifteen bun- 
dred of which are to be absent at a time on furlough, until 
all have gone home, in order to visit and provide for their 
families. Five thousand militia, from this Government and 
the Colony of New-Hampshire, ave ordered to be at this 
place by the 10th instant, to relieve the Connecticut regi- 
ments, and supply the deficiency which will be occasioned 
by their departure, and of those on furlough. ‘These men, 
1am told by officers who have been eye-witnesses to their 
behaviour, are not to be depended upon for more than a 
few days, as they soon get tired, grow impatient, ungovern- 
able, and of course leave the service, What will be the 
consequence, if the greatest part of the ad is to be com- 
posed of such men? Upon the new establishment, twenty- 
six regiments were ordered to be raised, besides those of 
the artillery and riflemen. Of these, New-Eampshire hus 
three, Massachusetts sixteen, Rhode-Jsiand two, and Con- 
necticut five. A mode of appointing the officers was also 
recommended, and as strictly adhered to as circumstances 
would admit of. ‘These officers are now recruiting, with 
the success I have mentioned. 

Thus, sir, have I given you a true and impartial state of 
our situation, and submit it to the wisdom of your and the 
other three New-England Colonies, whether some vigorous 
measures, if thepowers of Government are adequate, ought 
not to bo adopted, to facilitate the completion of this army, 
without offering a bounty from the publick, which Congress 
have declared against, thinking the terms, exclusive there- 
of, greater than soldiers ever had. I have Jaid the matter 
before Congress by this conveyance ; but the critical situa~ 
tion of our affairs will not await their deliberation and re- 
commendation. Something must be done without: further 
delay, 

Iam, sir, &e., Grorae Wasuineron. 


To the Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour, &o, 


Proceedings of a General Court-Martial of the line, held 
at Head- Quarters, Cannnwwee, by order of his Excel- 
lency Gronce Wasurnaron, Esg.,Commander-in-Chitef 
of the Forces of the Unrren Conontes, Decempzn 1, 

1776. 


Brigadier-General Sullivan, President ; Colonel Bridge, 
Colonel Sargent, Colonel Greaton, Lieut. Colonel Cleaver 
land, Lieut. Colonel March, Lieut. Colonel Read, Lieute 
Colonel Brewer, Lieut. Colonel Vose, Major Poor, Major 
Wood, Major Woods, Major Johnson. «ys 

William Tudor, Judge Advocate, % 


The Court, being duly sworn, poe to the trial of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Enos, of the’Twenty-second Regi- 
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mont, under an arrest for leaving the detachment under 
Colonel Amal, and returning home without permission 
from his commanding officer. 

Colone) nos, boing arvuigned on the above charge, says, 
‘That true itis he did return without permission from Colonel 
Arnold, his commanding oflicer, but that (he eireumstances 
of the ease wero such as obliged him go to do. — La justili- 
egtion of his conduct, tho Colonel begged leave to produce 
the following evidences, who wore accordingly admitted 
aud sworn, viz: 

Captain /idiams deposos: At the Great Carrying-placo, 
T heard the men ahoad of us were in gieat want of pioyi- 
sions, About two-thirds across the Great Canying-place, 
Emet Major Bigelow coming back with ninety-five men, 
who said’ they wanted provisions. FT dealt out to them a 
barrel of pork, and one of flour, CE delivered Major Bige- 
low six Iarels more of provisions, We proceaded for- 
ward, and met several purties returning home, nud wo 
had orders to stipply them with provisions ta reach: the 
English soulemonts, When 1 came up with Colonel Bros, 
1 was informed there bad been a council of war, and that 
it was sottled that, for want of provision, the whole detach- 
meut under Colonel Mos should return, Colonel fnos 
proposed to go forward himself, and let his division return ; 
put us there was a jarge number besides those which be- 
longed properly to our division, and we had several invalids 
to bring baek, and wero very short of provision, (having 
but three days’ provision, and being above one tnnidrad 
miles fiom tho Bngtish sottlements,) 1 thought it way abso- 
hutely necessary for Colonel Enos to tako the command of 
tho party hack, and protested against his going on to join 
Colona Arnold, not knowing what orders Colonel lnos 
had from Colonel Arnold. ‘Tho division which went on to 
join Colonel Arnold, bud not more than five days? provi- 
sions. Wa supplied them with most of their provision, 
aud loft ouvselves ouly three days? allowances, 

Captain MeCobb. About fifty miles up tho Dead river, 
we held a council of war, at which | assisted ay a member, 
and it was agreed that the whole division under Colonel 
nos should return, there vot being sullicient: provision to 
carry both divisions through, Colonel Green’s division 
boing somo way ghond, it was found that we should save 
two days’ tine by letting that division go forward; and 
time was too precious, and provision too scanty, to dispute 
tho point. It was thought most conducive to the service 
that Colonel Green’s division should proceed. We accord. 
ingly loft them with five days’ provision, and set out on our 
return with three. Lioutenant-Colonol Jnos was going for- 
ward without bis division, but, for the same reasons which 
have boon mentioned by Captain Hillians, L protosted also 
againat his going on. 

Captain Seodé confirms all that Captain Me Cobb hg 





080s, 

and adds, that ho himself protested against Colonel Nao 
going forward 5 that he then thought, and is now confirmed 
in tho opinion, that tho presence of Colonel Jénos was very 
nocosgnry to preserve the harmony and order necessary to 
seaura the salo ietveat of the mon who were ordered to 
Toure 

Lieutenant Hyde: [assisted at the council of war, be- 
foro mentioned, up the Dead river. We found, by the 
best computation, that it would take fifteen days to reach 
any Freytch jnliabitants, and that it would be impossible for 
Voth divisions (Green’s and Enos’s) to get through, the 
provisions being so short. It was judged there was about 
four days’ provisions for thoso who went forward, and we 
returned with threo days’ supply. I protested against Col- 
onel Lxos’s going on to join Colonel Arnold, his presenco 
being necessary for our safe retreat, as we had a number of 
inyatids, and a considerable number of men who did not 
helong to either of the companies in our division. 

Lioutonant J3uelmaster confirms what Lieutenant Lyde 
deposes, aud adds, that it was the opinion of all the officers 
of Colonel Entos’s division, that ho should return with hig 
division, as wo bad one hundred and fifty men who did not 
belong to our division, who bad only a subalten to com- 
mand them, and whom it would have bean impossible, 
under our circunistanees, to manage without Colonel Bnos’s 
presence. 

The Court being cleared, are unanimously: of opinion, 
after the most mature consideration, that Lieutenant-Co- 
‘Tonal Enos was under aenecessity of returning with the: 
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division under bis command, and therefore acquit him with 
honow, . 
Joun Surpivan, Zresident, 
if $ n, Lrestdent. 
- 


ORDENA BY GENEMAL WASTTINGLON, 
Hond.Quartorg, Caabrldye, Deoumbor Gy 1775. 
Parole, Philadelphia, Countersign, Allen. 
Hoad.Quaitera, Cambridgs, Dooomber 7, 1775, 
(Maole, Sydney? (Countersigny He utus) 
Tho Connecticut regiments aro to be under arms upon 
thoir regimental parades, on Saturday, at eleven in the 
forenoon, in ordey to be reviewed. "hey are to have their 
arms in wood order, the rolls to be ealled over, and no man 
to be absent; every one that is able must appear; for this 
purpose they are to ba exempt fron all other duty on that 
day. . 
Phe Qoartormuster-General ia striely enjoined to pay 
proper attention to the order of the gd of November, re- 
specting the quartering oftiecis, &e,, und is to prevent 
boards and other materials boing applied to the building 
any houses without bis orders, as none sush will be allow- 
ed for by the publick. 
All ofticers ave to pay duo obedioncy to this order, 


Hond.Quartors, Cambri, Docombor 8, 1775, 
Parole, St. Asaph. Conutersizn, Cito. 


Toad.Quartora, Candbeldyge, Decanter 9. 1778, 
(Paruley Londdort) (Countersign, Gandy) 

Sergeant Lane, of Colonel WAitcombe’s regiment, with 
nineteen mon of diflbyent regiments, whose names, corps, 
und companies are delivered to Brigade-Major Garey, ive 
immediately to bo drafted, and sent to the Quartennastor* 
General to recive bis orders, 

Tho Court Martial whereof Colonel Moodbridge wag 
Prusident is dissolved, 

Moad.Quarters, Crmbridgo, Decomber 10, 1776, 
(Parole, Hur de.) $ (Conntersign, Havre, ) 

Tho General has great pleasuro in thanking Colonel 
Bridges, wud the officers of the ‘Iwonty-seventh Regiment, 
(who, from a peculiarity of cireumstances, or want of vie 
cancies, have no appointmers in the new established army,) 
for their polite gddress to him, He considers the nssu. 
vances which they have given, of their determination to 
continue in service (if required) until the new sogiments 
are completed, inn very favourable light, especially ag it 
is wecompanied with farthor nssurances that the mon of the 
‘Vwenty-seventh Rugiment are consenting thereto. Sugh a 
conduot ut this important crisis, cannot fui) of yiving plea» 
sure to ovory wellawishor to his country; and, noxt to 
engaging for anothar yenr, is tho highest proof they can 
givo of their attachment to the noblo cause of liberty, At 
tho samo time that it reflects honour apon themselves, it 
may, under Providence, give posterity reason o bloss them 
as tho happy instruments of their dolivery from dose 
chains which were actully forging for them, 

Four companies of the New: Taupahire militia ave to, 
march to Rocbury, for the reinforcement of that division 3 
the Captain will recive General /Mard’s orders what regi« 
ments thoy aro to be attached to, ‘The rest of the News 
Hampshire militia are to join the brigades on Minter and 
Prospect Fills, in Cambridge, &c,,and, together with the 
companies of militia from Mussachisetis, which are order- 
ed to join Lreston’s, Greaton’a, and Nixon's regiments, 
are to bo appointed to the new ostablished regiments, ag 
the Majors and Brigadiers-Geverul shall think fit for the 
most equal distribution of them, 

‘Phe Captains of tho several militia companies from tha 
Massachusetts and New-Hampshire Govorumonts, are to 
mako exnet rolls of their companies, and return them sign 
od, without delay, to tho Adjatant-Genoral, ; 

° 
Hoad-Quarlora, Dacombor 1, 1778. 
(Pavole, Otte.) (Countersign, Jarret) 

The Majors of Brigade to be more exact in obliging tho 
Adjutants (0 deliver to them overy Saterday, nt orderly 
time, an exact return, signed by the commanding: officers, 
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of the now established regiments, of the number of men 
woolly mlisted in cach of those regiments. The Majors of 
Brigade will, for the future, be answerable for any neglect 
in executing this order, 

To reward and encourage military merit, the Congress 
thought proper to inerense the pay of the captains and sub- 
alterns of the Continental army ; and, as uniformity and 
decency in dress are essentially necessary in the appear- 
ance and regularity of an army, his Excellency recom- 
monds it carnestly to the officers to put themselves in a 
proper uniform. The field officers of each of the new 
corps will set the example, by clothing themselves in a re- 
gimental of their respective corps ; and it is not doubted 
but the captains and subalterns will immediately follow the 
example. 

The General by no mean recommends or desires oflicers 
to run into costly or expensive regimentals ; no matter how 
plain, or coarse, sa they are but uniform in their colour, 
cut, and fashion. 

The officers belonging to those regiments whose uniforms 
are not yot fixed upon, had better delay making their re- 
gimentals until they are. 


GENERAL SULLIVAN TO NESHECH WEARE, 
Wintor-Till, Decomber 11, 1775, 

Duan Sin; Though continually involved in those difli- 
cultics which necessarily attend a military life, I can by no 
ineans forget the duty 1 owe to that Province whose gene- 
rous favours I have so largely shared, and whoso generous 
favours I have so often experienced. Being deeply impres- 
sod with gratide to thattraly patriotick Colony, and fully 
sensible that the romaining part of my life ought to be 
devoted to the interost of my country iv general, and that 
Province in particular, 1 have stolen a few moments from 
tho busy scenes of war, to offer you my thoughts upon a 
matter which | deem essential to the future welfare of my 
truly spirited and deserving brethren within that Govern- 
ment. 

T hear that the Continental Congress has given our Pro- 
vinco a power to assume government. But the contents 
of this letter to the Provincial Congress having never trans- 
pired, and my friends at the Continental Congress having 
never informed me but in general terms that we had liber- 
ty to assuino government, I gust conclude that liberty is 
given to sct up and establish a new form of government ; 
for, as we were, properly speaking, a Kirlg’s Government 
before, the giving us a power to assume government, would 
he giving us a license to assume a form of government 
which we could never obtain. Taking it therefore for 
granted that the Congress have given us liberty to set up 
that form of government which will hest answer the true 
end and dosign thereof, I shall bog Ieave to offer you my 
thoughts upon the subject, leaving you to make such use 
thoreof as your wisdom shill direct. And, as my idens of 
goverament may in some moasure differ from many others, 
J shall beg leave to promise some fow things. And in the 
first placo must observe, that all governments are, or onght 
to be, instituted for the good of the people; and that form 
of government is most perfect where that design is most 
nearly and effectuflly answered. 

Secondly. That government which admits of contrary 
or clashing interests, is imperfect, and must work its 
own ruin whenevgr one branch has gained a power suf- 
ficient to overrule oy dostroy the other. And the adding a 
third, with a separate and distinct interest, in imitation of 
the British Constitution, so much celebrated by those who 
undorstand nothing of it, is only.liko two contending paw- 
ers calling in a third which is unconnected in interest, to 
koep the other two in ave, till jt can gain power sufficient 
to destroy them both, And I may almost venture to pro- 
phesy, that the period is now qt hand when the Bregsh 
nation will too lato discover the defects in their much 
boasted Constitution, and the ruin of that empire evince to 
the world the folly and danger of egtablishing a govern- 
ment consisting of different branches, whose interests must 
ever clash with each other. 

Third, That no danger can arise to a State from giving 
the people a free and full voice io their own government. 
And that, what is called the prerogatives of the Crown, or 
checks upon the licentiousness:of the people, are only the 
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children of designing or ambitious men, no such thing 
being necessary ; for, though many States have been over- 
turned by the rage and violence of the people, yet that spirit 
of rage ond violence has ever been awakened in the fast 
place by the misconduct of their rulers, And, though 
often carried to the most dangerous heights, so far from 
being owing to too much power being lodged in the hands 
of the people, that it is clearly owing to their having too 
small, and their rulers too extensive a power. 

Thus, we find Rome enjoyed its liberties until their Dic- 
tators‘and others were clothed with power unknown be- 
foro, at least in that country, and made in some sort inde- 
pendent of the people; and to this authority, so inconside- 
rately given, should be charged all the tumults at Rome, 
and the final ruin of that empire. This uncontrollable 
power, so much sought after by designing men, is made use 
of to enslave the people, and either brings about that event, 
or raises the just indignation of the people to extirpate the 
tyrant thus seeking their ruin. Ant it sometimes happens 
that the resentment is so far carried by the fury of an en- 
raged populace, as totally to destroy the remains of govern- 
ment, and leave them in a state of anarchy and confusion ; 
and too often have designing persons taken advantage of 
this confusion, and ostablished tyranny in its place, 

Tam well convinced that people are too fond of their 
own ease and quiet to rise up in rebellion against: govern- 
ment, unless where the tyranny of their rulers becomes 
intolerable, And their fondness for government must 
clearly appear, from their so offen submitting to one ty~ 
rant afier they had oxtirpated another, rather than live in 
a state of anarchy and confusion. 

Lwould therefore advise to such a form of government 
as would admit of but one object to be kept in view, both 
by the governour and governed, namely, the good of the 
whole ; that one interest should unite the several govein- 
ing branches, and that the frequent choice of the rulers, 
by the people, should operate as a check upon their con- 
duct, and remind them that a new election would soon 
honour them for their good conduct, or disgrace them for 
betraying the trust reposed in them, ' 

1 by no means object to a Governour, but would have 
him freely apeinian by the people, and dependent upon 
them, and his appointment not to continue for a long time, 
unless re-clected—at most, not exceeding three yeais; anc 
this appointment to be made by the freeholders in person 
and not by their represontatives, as that would be putting 
too dangerous a power in their hands, and possibly a niajo- 
rity of designing men might clect a person to answer their 
own particular purposes, to the great emolument of those 
individuals, and the oppression of their fellow-subjects ; 
whereas, we can never suppose the people to have any 
thing but the true end of government, viz: their own good 
in view, unless we suppose them idiots or self-murderers, 

Tam likewise much in favour of a Council and House of 
Representatives, but would have them likewise chosen by 
the people, and by no means for a longer time than three 
years ; and this mode of choosing would effectually destroy 
that pernicious power distinguishing Governours, to throw 
aside thoso persons who they found would not join them in 
enslaving the people, 

The late conduct of Bernard and Hutchinson, and tho 
present unhappy state of the Province I am now in, are 
striking witnesses of the justice of this observation; nor can 
I see the Jeast reason for a Governour having a power to 
negative a Speaker of the House. 

I would have some rule established for making that per-" 
son incapable of holding cither of the above offices, that 
should, either before or after his election, bribe or treat the 
voters, with intent either to procure an election or reward 
the electors for having chosen him, Accusation, if against 
the Governour, to be tried by the two Houses; and if 
against either of the other members, by the Governours and 
the othor members of both Houses, he having only a vote 
equal to any other member. And in case foes vous 
pass against the new elected Governour, the old one to te 
main till a new election be had; and in case he be the 
same person formerly clected, the President of the Council 
to supply his place (ill a new election can be mada, which 
President should be appointed by free vote of the mem- 
bers of the Council, at their first meeting, : 

The infamous practice of bribitg ‘people, in Great Bri- 
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tain, lo sell their votes, and consequently their liberty, 
must show the danger of permitting so dangerous a practice 
to he instituted under our Constitution, to prevent which, 
and to guaid against the wndoo influence of persons in 
power aver votes, E would recommend the Penasyluantan 
method, viz2 thut every vole should be rolled up, sealed 
on the baek thereof, be noted that it is a vote for a Gover. 
nour, which should be deposited ina box prepared for that 
purpose; and a vote for Counsellors and Representatives, 
sealed up, noted on the back, brought in-as aforesaid, and 
deposited in separnte boxes, provided for the purpose. 
That all voters having once given in their votes, should 
pass owl, and care be taken that they should uot come in 
again till the voting was over; or, if it be thought moro 
expedient, to let the clerk of the mecting have a perfect list 
of ull voters, with Uhres columns ruled against those names, 
one marked for a Governour, ono fora Representative 5 und 
when a person briugs in a vote for one, amatk to he made 
agninst his name in that column 5 and if he brings in for all 
three at the samo time, a mark to be made in each column 5 
which 1 think will efeetally prevent any fiaad in voting 
again, ‘Cho Representatives’ box to be examined in meet- 
ing, and the election declared. ‘The voles given for Couns 
sellors and Goyernour to be sealed up by the clerk, and 
forwarded hy him to the capital of tho Provinea, where 
all the votes being had together, a sworn commiittes should 
exuinine the whole und declare the elections, 

"This method, though it may appear somewhat troubla- 
some, will not tin out so upon trial; and itis the most 
eflvctual method to scearo the freedom of voting, and pres 
vent ovory species of fiaud and connivance. 

Any persons who offor thetnselves as candidates for an 
berth, may, agreeably to the method practised in Pennsyl- 
aania, publish their dosign in newspapers, or communicato 
itn any other method they may think proper, or leave the 
people to find out persons of merit and nominate for thea 
solves. All civil oflivers should be appointed by the thres 
branches, and all ailiaary ofhcors by the Governour and 
Council, and never superseded in conmission but hy the 
same power which created them. All laws negatived by 
a Governour, if revived afterwards, aud passed by a new 
House and Council, to be assented to by bio at all events, 
ag it would bo unreasonable to suppose two Llouses of Re- 
presentatives, and two sets of Counsellors, possessed of less 
wisdom, or to havo less understanding of tho trac interests 
of tho people, than a single person has, and Chat alter hay- 
ing a long time to think upon the watter, aud to consult 
thoir constituents thereon, 

And here L must beg leave to observe that, however 
high other people’s notions of government niy run, aud 
however much they may ho disposed to worship a cren- 
tare of their own creation, L ean by no means consont to 
lodging too much power in the hands of one porson, or sul= 
foring an interost in government to oxist separate from that 
ofthe people, or any man to hold an oflice, for the oxecu- 
tion of which he is not in some way or other answerable to 
that people to whom ho owes his political existence. 

Time will not permit me to go more largely into the sub- 
jeet, but F must leave you to weigh these hints, and make 
stich improvement diereon as your wisdom shall dircet ; 
and though my notions of government are something singu- 
Jar, yet, Lubink this plan will be an improvement upon the 
Constitution, by far the happiest I know of, Where T have 
supposed a defect in that Constitution, [ hava taken tho 
freedom to borrow from that of Pennsylvania, and other 
governments, to supply it; and, in some instances have 
added ny own thoughts, which, if they have the force of 
reason in them, will have their weight, — UW they should not 
appear to be founded on reason, E must beg you to exeuse 
my giving you trouble, as L sincerely aim to promote the 
wolfnra of that Colony, to which t wish the most lasting 
happiness, 

And assure yourself that Lam, with much esteom, your 
most obedient servant, 











Jon Sunnivan, 
ADDRESS OF VIF MAGISTRATES AND GOUNCIL OF KIRKWALL 


. Address of the Magistrates and Council of the Burgh 
of Kirkwall, prescuted to His Majesty by Thomas Dundas, 
Esq., Representative in Parliament for Stirlingshire, 
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Lo the King's Most Eveellent Majesty, 
The humble Address af the Muxistrates and Council of 
the Burgh of Kiwwarn, 
® 


Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Mujesty’s most datiful nid Joyal subjeets, the 
Provost, Magiswates, and Couneil of the Burgh of Agrk- 
wall, leg leave te approach the "Phrone with unleigned 
hearts and real zeal for the many blossings we have ene 
joyed by tho dispensation of Providenco duriag your Ma- 
jesty’s reign, which we wish may be long and prosperous, 
We at the same tine dechive our abhorrence aud detes- 
tation of the unhappy and aanataral disputes of the Colos 
nists in afmeried with their mother county, fomented 
and promoted by divisions at homa, and earied on and 
supported by the cnthusivdiel spiritand overgrown wealth 
of the Colonists themselves, insenmeh dit thei unbound. 
ed Tibertios have increased nat only t@ Teentionsness, but 
to open rebellion. . 

We will not pretend to presevibe rales or methods for 
terminating these miseries; but we carnestly wish that 
your Majesty, assisted by the Parliament of Great Mri- 
fain, will endeavour to suppress this rebellion, and to bring 
the Goubles and eatunities thoreby orensioned, to ag 
speedy an issue ag your Majesty's wisdom, tho spirit of the 
nation, and the welfire of Great Britain, shall permit; and 
to oflbetuate and bing about this happy and dosiible enc 
wo will always he ready (a conpibute to the atnost of our 
powar, 

Siymed io nang, presenco, and appointment of the Goun- 
cil, the 12d day of Decomber, 1775 years, by 

Jonn Rinpoun, Lrovast. 
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ADDRESS OL THE NOULEMEN, BO, OF ROSBURAIL, 

Address of the Noblemen and Gentlomen of tha Coun 
ty of Rovburgh, presented to Vis Majesty by the Right 
Honourahle Sir Gilhert Elliot, Bart, their Representative 
in Pavliamout, 

Unto the Wing's Most Hucellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Noblemen and Gentlemen of 
the County of? Roxmunat. 


Most Gracious Sovereign: 


We, your Majesty’s mos®datiful and Joyal subjects, tho 
Noblemen and Gentlemen of the County of Rovbugh, hog 
leave to approach your Majesty with hearts Gill of grati- 
tude for the many blessings we eajey uider your mild and 
auspicious Government, and to Wstily to your Majesty our 
abhorrenca of the unnatiral and unproveked rebellion 
which now rages in your North-dlmerican Colonies, 

At the samo time that we sincerely lament the misery 
and distraction into whieh your deluded subjects of ine« 
rica have thrown their unhappy conutey, by an ungratetul 
departure from their duty and allegiance, we ean assure 
your Majesty that we have the most entice confidence in 
the justice, wisdom, and vigour of your measies, for ro- 
sloring perce and good: government to every part of your 
extensive dominions ; and that we are ready, with) our 
lives and fortunes, to support your Mujosty’s authority, and 
that of the Parliament of Great Britain, against every 
attempt to overthrow ow present happy Constitution, 

Signed by our appointment; 

Janes Dodarass, Preses. 





GOLONEL wounronb TO PIG VIRGINTA CONVESITON, 
(rout Dridga, Dowombor 18, 1774, 

Licutenant-Colonol Steghens arrived ut Aemp’s Landing 
lnst night, and, agreenbly to my orders, sent a party to se. 
ele every person in chat arialioumheust that had loft Nar. 
foltesines tho battle of the Great-Bridee. Mu informs he 
has Mr. MeCatvert, Dv. Camphell, Mr, Matthew Phring, 
and others, now with, him, whos examinations { now en= 
close, 1 havo had a number of people from thence to 
day, whose stories disagree. ‘They bring two petitions, one 
from the poor inhabitants of Norfolk, the other from the 
distressed Tighlanders, which T likewisu send enclosed ; 
and have given no answer to them yet. Uave detained 
the bearers for further consideration, ; 
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Two gentlemen this moment brought me in a young 
Seotchmgn, named Uemilton, who confesses he has borne 
arms, and was at this fort in Gilmore’s company. Te was 
making his way to Nansemogd. I have ordered him to bo 
coupled to one of his brother black soldiers, with a pair of 
handeufts, which is the resolution I have taken shall be 
the fate of all these cattle, till I am further instructed by 
your honourable House. 

Enclose a copy of my advertisement, dispersed over 
Princess-Ann and Norfolle Counties, and hope it will meet 
with your approbation, 

Major Eppes arrived here this evening with his party, 
and Colonel Howe with three hundred and forty of the 
Carolina regulars. I shall march to-morrow with a num- 
ber of the troops. 

T ain just informed that several sail of vessels were ar- 
rived to day, thought to have troops on board ; but Colonel 
Howe supposes them to be the tenders returning from 
North- Carolina. » 

Two companies of choice riflemen have arvived at head- 
quarters this week, who are well armed, commanded by 
Captain Campbell, of Fincastle, and Captain Gibson, of 
Mest-Augusta. Captain Morgan Alceander, with his rifle 
company, is expected this day. As fine men we have here 
ag over were seen, 


COLONEL SOOT TO CAPTAIN SOUTHALL. 
Groat-Bridgo, Decomber 12, 1775. 
We are now about to finish tho work that we came down 
about. Wo sent a detachment of four hundred men to 
Kemp's Landing last night to take possession of that place, 
which they did without interruption, The inhabitants of 
Norfolk ave daily sending petitions to us for protection. 
We hayo not yet answered them. Wo have taken up 
some of tho worst of the tories, and coupled them to a 
negro with handcuffs. The most stupid kind we discharge. 
I expect a flag of truce here every moment. 
ce have just received a letter from Lord Dunmore, de- 
siring to exchange the prisoners. I do not expect we shall 
agrea to do it without consulting the Convention. Tour 
of the prisoners are dead since taken. We aro well in- 
formed that the Governour has disarmed tho negroes, and 
taken all the troops, togother with a number of Scodchmen, 
on board, 
Tam your most obedient, + C. Scorr, 
P. 8. Tho flag I mentioned above has since como to 
our camp, in order to exchange prisoners, ‘Thoy behaved 
excceding well, and were discharged about eleven o’clack 
at night, but it is expected we shall hear again from them 
so soon as our express returns from Hilliamsburgh. 


MANOVER COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE, 

Mn. Avexanper Purnre : The Committee of Hanover 
County, having understood that reports have been propa- 
gated reflecting on their conduct with regard to the steps 
taken by them to prevent disorder and confusion in tho 
County, occasioned by the ‘probability of a scarcity of salt ; 
and that the publick may be satisfied as to the rectitude of 
their conduct, théy have directed me to desire you will 
publish, in your next Gazette, their proceedings relative 
thereto, hereunto annexed, which you will please to com- 
ply with. , 

Tam your most obedient, humble servant, 

. Wiuram Bentuery, Clerk. 
Docomber 12, 1775. 


e 
In Committoo, Docomber 12, 1775. 


Whereas it is represented tothis Committeo, that several 
porsons have of their own accord gono about in a disorderly 
mannet, to search for Salt, and have taken the same where 
it could not be well spared. And this Committee, taking 
under their consideration the above alarm, occasioned by 
the scarcity thereof, and being williag and desirous, as far 
as in their power, to preserve peace and good order, and to 
prevent riots and tumults: 

Resolved, therefore, That, upon application being made 
to any three or more of this Committee, they will search 
all suspected places within this County, in the most decent 
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and respectful manner; and if they shall find more than is 
sufficient for a person's own use, they will do therein as to 
them shall seem best and expedient, and report the same 
to this Committee. And if any person or persons what- 
soever, within their jurisdiction, shall presume, or offer, 
without the authority aforesaid, to go about to search for 
Salt at any publick or private places, that this Committoe will 
use their utmost endeavours to suppress the same, by such 
ways and means as they shall think proper, and hold the 

ersons guilty thereof to the publick, for contempt of peace, 
Justice and good order. 

And that no persons offending herein may plead igno- 
rance for an excuse ; 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this Committee do cause a 
copy of this order to be set up at every publick place in 
this County, and be also published on some Lord’s day at 
the several churches in the said County, by the Ministers 
and Recorders thereof. ‘ 

Signed by order of the Committee: 


Wittiam Bentey, Clerk. 


COMMITTEE OF SECRET CORRESPONDENCE TO ARTHUR LEE. 
Philadelphin, December 12, 1775. 

Sir: By this conveyance we have the pleasure of trans- 
mitting to you sundry printed papers, that such of them 
as you think proper may be immediately published in Eng- 
land. 

o have written on the subject of American affairs to 
Monsicur C. G. J*, Dumas, who resides at tho Hague. 
We recommend to you to correspond with him, and to 
send through his hands any letters to us, which you cannot 
send more directly. He will transmit them via St, Eusta- 
tia. Mr. Story may be trusted with any despatches you 
re ica to send us. You will be so kind as to aid 
and advise him. : 

It would be agreeable to Congress to know the disposi- 
tion of foreign Powers towards us, and we hope this shisat 
will engage your attention. We need not bint that great 
cireumspection and impenetrable secrecy aré necessary, 
Tho Congress rely on your zeal and abilities to serve 
them, and will readily compensate you for whatever trou- 
ble and expense a compliance with their desire may occas 
sion, We remit you for the present two hundred pounds, 

Whenever you think the importance of your degpatches 
may require it, we desire you to send an express boat with - 
them from England, for which service your agreement 
with the owner there shal! be fulfilled by us‘here. é 

We can now only add, that we continue firm in our re- 
solutions to defend ourselves, notwithstanding the big threats 
of the Ministry. We have just talcen one of their ordannca 
store-ships, in which an abundance of carcasses and bombs, 
intended for burning our towns, were found, 

With great esteem, we are, sir, your most obedient, hum- 


blo servants, B. Fravxtan, 
Joun Dickinson, 
Joun Jay, 
PHILADELPHIA COMMITTER, 
In Committee, December 12, 1775. 
Resolved, That the price of Oil be limited to five pounds 
per barrel, and no person who may purchase any to retail 
again be allowed to advance above five shillings per barrel 
when sold at the wharf, and seven shillings and six pence 


per barrel, for what they store; and that this Committee 
recommend it to the retailers in small quantities to sell it in 


proportion. R.S, Jonus, Secretary. 


LORD STIRLING TO NEW-JERSEY COMMITTEE OF SAFETY), 
Elizubothtown, Docombor 18, 1775 


Dean Sin: Your letter of the 9th instant, I have re-. 
ceived, and am glad to find the appointment of William Bar- 
ret, Jun., to the surgency of my regiment has taken place,. 
ag wo have already use for him, in curing broken shins,, 
and a variety of small business, which unavoidably happen 
among a number of men assembled together, | 1 wish the 
commission could he immediately despatched and sent to. 
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me, with an accomt of his pay and allowance that is mado 
with regard to his medicine chest. 

Mr, Abner Hatfield was well recommended to me as a 
fit person to be Quartermaster to the reviment, before 1 
mentioned bim as such to Congress. f kuew of no dis 
qualifiention; he hes indeed been anfortunate in his cir- 
cumstances ; but 1 could not concoive Chat was one, as no 
money matters, or any other matter would come within his 
eharge that can be aflected by his peverty. 1 ayrestien| 
that the nature of this oflice has been mistaken by your 
Comittee, or that they supposed it was a branch of the 
Quartornaster-Goneval’s office, especially as you mention 
it as an oflico wouthy the acceptance of Colonel Duyton, 
or Colonel Thomas. Bat it has no connection with that 
department; he isa mere regimontal ofieer, who must at all 
times attend the regiment, and therefore by no means ean 
suit eithor of the gendemen you mention, Ef still au oh. 
jection lies against My. Zlacfiedd, TP ust then recommend 
Mr, Mathias Halsted tov that oflice, tu this Lam backed 
hy Mr. Joka De Hart, Colonel Dayton, and Colonel Tho- 
mas, mid should be glad to have the commission expedited 
as soon as possible, as we now stand in need of that ofticer, 
three companies being now in town, and tho rest of the 
roviment to be here in a few days, tho inhabitants having 
cheerfully agreed to take in all the companies that eannot 
he quartered in the barracks 

We have quiotly got possession of the barracks at.dim- 
doy, with ll the barrack stores aad bhinkets. One company 
of this battalion are now there. As soon as Colonel Mare 
wells regiment is ready, they will ake possession of the 
buracks at Lrenton, Brunswick, ud Amboy. 

Suimvina, 








RBCANTATION OF JAMES MILDMI, 


1, James Miller, of Bedford, in tho Vrovineo of New- 
York, notwithstanding my signing the Association in the 
year past, which was recommended by the Provineial Con- 
gross of tho Province of New- York, in which | engaged 
to abide by the resolves of the honourable Continontal 
Congress, and to oppose the prosent tyranvical measures 
pursuod by the Britsh Ministry and their adherents in 
America, in order to enslave tho inhabitants of the Colo- 
nios, yot in the faco of ull my engagements, hy signing 
the Association ahove mentioned, Thave resolutely opposed 
all the military preparations recommended by the Delonte 
of the United Colonies in the Continental Congress, and 
in many instances bave, to my shame, acted against tho 
liberties of the country whieh gavo ime birth; and have by 
indecent and abusive language endenvoured to ridicule 
those that appenred determined to support their liberties at 
the hazard of their lives, against all tyranny and oppres- 
sion, I ondonvoured also to break up the Minute conpa- 
ny in tho town of Bedford ; for which, and all my mishe- 
haviour toward them, and opposition to die liberties of 
America, 1 now asl their forgivencss, and the forgiveness 
of all the inhabitants of my bleeding country, whieh {have 
injured by my misconduct, and promiso to behave myself 
for tho future, consistent witht the proposals of the honour- 
able Continental Congress, ” 

As witness my hand in Stamford, this 12th day of De- 
cember, 1775, desiring the same may be published. 

Janes Minter, 


REGANTATION OF LEWIS McDONALD, 


I, Lewis McDonald, Jun., of Bedford, Festchester 
County, in the Province of New- York, having lately taken 
tho office of Justice of the Peace, under the Ministeriat 
party in this Province, in which I havo endeavoured to 
Support their measures, and also violently opposed tho 
military preparations made in consequence of the direc 
tions of the honourable Continental Congress, and in many 
instances havo, both in principle and practice heen inimi- 
eal to the liborly and rights of Ameriea; for the whole 
of which conduct 1 am sincerely sorry, and ast the fore 
givonoss of this Committee, and all the inhabitants of my 
bleading country, whom I have injured by my misconduct, 
either by my private conduct, or in the execution of my 
office of justice of the peace ; and promise that T will sus- 
pend acting in that oflice without the consent of the Com- 
miltee of the town of Bedford, Which above confession 
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and promiso UT feely set my finnd ante, in Stamford, in 

Connecticut, desiring tho sime to bo published in ane of 

tho New- York papers. 
Deeoboy 12, 1778. ‘ 


Lawes MeDonano, don. 


REGANCATION OF KTEPIEN HAMPER, 

I, Stephen Bartr, of Bedford, in the Colony of New= 
York, whnowledye, that, by horvid: carsing and: profime 
swearing, Lave opposed Che liberties of ehuerica, and 
the measures pmsuetl by the honomable Coutinental Con- 
grusa 5 calling those Rebels dit adhered to that, and endea- 
voured to frastrate then in Uheir opposition to the prosent 
tyrannical measures pursacd by the British Ministry and 
their tools; for all of whieh conduct of ming, Loan sine 
eprely sorry, and ask tho forpiveness of all those whom L 
have abused peronully, and also tho friends of daerican 
liberty in general, to whom E desire wyecontossion may be 
made publick in one of the New- York fiapers, 

As witness my hand in Stamford, this 12th day of De- 
cembrr, A.D. 1TI6. Srreuen Baxren. 


GENBNAL SCHUYLER TO GOYERNOUR FRUDNUS Ae 
Albany), Droorsder 4 1775, 

Sie: Your fivourof the 5th instant Thad the honeu to 
receive yosterday. J thank your Ttoneur for the return 
that was enclosed. My. Jf Ady, who was taken at St 
Jola’s, lus behaved in suel amano that the Committeo 
of this place have requester his removal. LE have dis 
charged him fiom his parale of honour, and he goes under 
an escort to Lebanon,  L hear that both the elder and 
youngor Sfcene are fled, aud consequently broke thoi pas 
role of honour, Some of the ofticers that went andor Gap- 
tain Mott's charge baye also attempted to run ofl for 
they do not eonsider their parla of honour as binding, 
General Montgomery loft Montread on tho 25th ultima, to 
join Colonel arnold, ‘Lhe former cannot tako above threo 
Tate men with him; and the latter hag only five han 
dred and fifty. 

Lieutenant Ilalsey has behaved so ill that General 
Montgomery has returnod hin to mo asa deserter, Ihe 
Gonoral says that it was ho that instigated the people to 
reluso going to Montreal, Ho is cortainly turbulent and 
seditious ; T found hin so oafly in the campaign, An ox» 
tract from General Montgomery’s letter, in whieh the abovo 
charge is contained, 1 havo gent tothe honourable Conti+ 
nental Gonwross, and have observed ss "Chat as (he tine 
for which Mr. Halsey was ongagad is oxpired, he ean only 
ho punished hy stopping all his pay, whieh must he done, 
unless ho will request to be tried by a court-martial”? 

Wishing your Honour much health and happiness, Lam, 
with great Lespect and ostoom, your most obudient, humble 
SOrvattts Pian Sey 
Yo the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Msq. 


GENERAL LEB tO RICHARD ENTRY It 
Comp, Mocambor 18, 1778, 

My pean rrienn : Thave just received your letter by Mr. 
Custis, Loam heartily glad that you have sent a Committee 
into Canada, but, inter nas, think it migh, have been better 
chosen. Peayne bas certainly not the mannienes .. ks 
which, according to Lord Chesterfield, and my observa- 
tion, are so requisite (o captivile tha drench 3 for Heaven's 
sake, my dear friend, why, wre you nok more decisive, und 
wherefore are any of tho sea-port towns suflored to furnish 
the men-of-war with fresh meat, or even with a single cur 
rot; this indecision will rait us; this carsed cendernass for 
tho sen-port towns will at least prolong the war and al] ita 
caldivitios, Tt was indeoision tliat has thrown your afltirs 
in Firginia into thoir prosent situations bad iny opinion 
been thonght worthy of attention, Lord Dimmore shoulil 
have been disarmed of his teeth and his claws, 1 proposed 
seizing Zryon, and all his tories, at New-York. I'knew 
if it was moved in Congress his Excellency would be in 
stantly apprised of it, and of course the possibility of afnet- 
ing it would not be left to us; in this persuasion, I would 
have struck the stroke, and applied afterwards to your 
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mightinesses for approbation, You will justly accuse me 
of solf-conceit and egotism, but I have not yet done. I 
propose, thorefore, the following measures : 

first. ‘To seize every Ggvernour,, Government man, 
placeman, tory, and enemy to liberty, on the Continent; 
to confiscate their estates, or, at least, lay thom under 
heavy contributions for the publick ; their persons should 
be secured in some of the interior towns, as hostages for 
their treatment of those of our party whom the fortune of 
war shall throw into their hands; they should be allowed 
a reasonable pension out of their fortunes for their mainte- 
nance, 

_ , Secondly. I propose that New-York be strongly gar- 
risoned and fortified, or destroyed. 

Thirdly, That a strong flying camp, with not only an 
able officer at their head, but an officer who has the repu- 
tation of being able, in order to inspire the people with 
confidence, be kept about Hampton, York, or Williams- 
burgh, in Virginia; another, aot quite so strong, about 
Alewandria ; and a third, a strong one, about Annapolis, in 
Maryland. 

Fourth. That Charlestown, in Carolina, should be well 
securad. 

Fifth, and lastly. That, if the Canaddans desire it, you 
spare no oxpense in furnishing them with an army; but, 
above all, that you be extremely careful in the choice of 
officers sont to that country ; that they be not only men of 
strict intogrity, but ofa frank, open address, with elevated 
sentiments expressed in their manners, 1 should think 
such mon may be found with you more easily than in these 
Provinces, as I find you pei in your letter, for T never 
saw a people so universally destitute du Pair du monde, as 
thase hero ; Mr. Bowdoin, an invalid, is the only excep- 
tion, These propositions, 1 before offered to a member of 

a your Congress, with one other, respecting the construction 
of your army, here omitted, 

Revnitting goes on hore more briskly than we expectod ; 
the men are strange mortals, but they bave virtue, and many 
good qualities. Adiou, my dear friend. 

Yours, affectionately, C, Les. 


GENERAL GATES TO GUNERAL SULLIVAN, 
Hend.Quarters, Docembor 12, 1775. 


Str: [have received his Excellenoy’s orders in answer 
to your letter hy the bearer. “You have his permission to 
deliver the Connecticut arms to such of tka militia as aro 
in want of arms, laking"proper receipts, and making proper 
persons accountable for the re-delivery. 

Lam, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Horarto Garns, Adjucant-General, 
To Brigadior-General Sullivan, Winter-ILill. 
bi ene, . 
TO DR, WHEELOCK. 
Cambridge, Decombar 12, 1775, 

Acknowlodged bad of two letters. Thanked him for 
information respecting Major Rogers, and enclosed a let- 
tor for him, which was saved, with other papers thrown over- 
board by Captain Forster, R.A. 

; * 
ROBERT H, WARRISON TO THE REY. DOCTOR STILES. 
Cambridge, Decombor 12, 1775, 

Sir: Iam commanded by his Excollency to inform you 
that he received your favour of the Ist instant, with your 
History of America, containing several useful and neces- 
sary maps, for which be is exceedingly obliged to you, Tt 
will be taken care of and roqined when you wang it. 
Goneral Gates will have the perusal of it, to whom your 
respects have been tendered. , 

Lai, sir, your humble servant, 





R. H. Harntsox. 
Newport. 7 


To tho Rev. Dr. Stiles, 


PROCLAMATION BY VIRGINIA CONVENTION, 


By ihe Representatives of the People of the Colony and 
Dominion of Virainra, assombled in General Conven- 
tion. i 

A Dectaration.. 


Whereas Lord Dunmore, by his Proclamation, dated on 
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board the ship Villiam, the 7th day of November, 17715, 
hath presumed, in direct violation of the Constitution and 
the laws of this country, to declare martial law in force, and 
to be executed throughout this Colony, whereby our lives, 
our liberty, and property, are arbitrarily subjected to his 
power and direction ; and whereas the said Lord Dunmore, 
assuming powers which the King himself cannot exercise, 
to intimidate the good people of this Colony into a com- 
pliance with his arbitrary will, hath declared those who do 
not immediately repair to his standard, and submit in all 
things ta a government not warranted by the Constitution, 
to be in actual rebellion, and thereby to have incurred the 
penalties inflicted by the laws for such offences; and hath 
offered freedom to the servants and slaves of those he is 
pleased to term Rebels, arming them against their masters, 
and destroying the pence and happiness of His Majesty’s 
good and faithful subjects, whose property is rendered in- 
secure, and whose lives are exposed to the dangers of a 
general insurrection: we, as guardians of the lives and 
liberty of the people, our constituents, conceive it to be in= 
dispensably our duty to protect them against every species 
of despotism, and to endeavour to remove those fears with 
which they are so justly alarmed. 

If it were possible the understanding of men could be so 
blinded that every gleam of reason might be lost, the hope 
his Lordship says he hath ever entertained of an accom- 
modation between Great Britain and this Colony, might 
now pass unnoticed ; but trath, justice, and common sense, 
must ever prevail, when facts can be appealed to in their 
support, Itis the peculiar happiness of this Colony that 
his Lordship can be traced as the source of innumerable 
evils, and one of the principal causes of the misfortunes 
under which we now labour, A particular detail of his 
conduet since his arrival in this Colony, can be considered 
only as a repetition, it having been already fully published 
to the world by the proceedings of the General Assembly, 
and a former Convention; but the unremilting violence 
with which his Lordship endeavours to invalve this coun- 
try in the most dreadful calamities, constantly affords new 
matter for the attention of the publick, and will remove 
every imputation of ingratitude to his Lordship, or of in- 
justice to his character, Ifis Lordship is pleased to as- 
cribo the unworthy part he has taken against this Colony to 
a necessity arising from the conduct of its inhabitants, whom 
he hath considered in a rabellious state, but who know 
nothing of rebellion except the name. Ever zenlous in 
support of tyranny, he hath broken the bonds of sacie- ’ 
ty, and trampled justice under his feet. Had his Lord- 
ship been desirous of effecting an accommodation of thesa 
disputes, he hath had the most ample occasion of exerting 
both his interest and abilities; but that he néver had in 
view any such salutary end, most evidently appears from 
the whole tenor of his conduct. Tho supposed design of 
the Canada bill having been to draw down upon us a mer- 
ciless and savage enemy ; the present manceuvres amongst 
the Roman Catholicks in Dreland, and the schemes con- 
certed with Doctor Connolly, and other vile instruments of 
tyranny, which have appeared by the examination of said 
Connolly, justify the supposition, and most fully evince his 
Lordship’s inimical and cracl disposition towards us, and 
can best determine whether wo have been wrong in pre- 
paring to resist, even by arms, that system of tyranny 
adopted by the Ministry and Parliament of Great Britain, 
of which he is become the rigid executioner in this Colony. 
The many depredations committed also upon the inhabi- 
tants of this Colony, by the tenders and other armed ves- 
sels employed by his Lordship for such purposes, the pil- 
fering and plundering the property of the people, and the 
actual sedaction and seizure of their slaves, were truly 
alarming in their effects, and called aloud for justice and 
resistance. ‘The persons of many of our peaceable broth- 
ren have been seized and dragged to confinement, contrary 
to the principles of liberty, and the Constitution of our coun- 
try. Yet have we borne this injurious treatment with 
unexampled patience, unwilling to shed the blood of our 
fellow-subjects, who, prosecuting the measures of a British 
Parliament, would sacrifice our lives and property to a re- 
Jentless fury, and unabating avarice. If q Governdur dan be 
authorized, even by Majesty itself, to annul the latvs of the 
land, and introduce the most execrable of all systems, the law 
martial ; if, by his single fiat, he cgn strip us of our property, 
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ean giva freedom to our servants and slaves, and arm them 
for our destruction, let us bid adieu to every thing valuable 
in Tifo ; let us at once bend our neck to the galling yoke, 
and hug the chains prepared for us and our lntest posterity. 

[t is with inexpressible coneoin we reflect upon tho dis- 
tressed situation of some af our unhappy countrymen who 
have thought thenaselves lou immediately within the power 
of ord Lhounore, and have been induced thereby to re- 
main inactive, Wo lament the advantage ho hath taken 
of their situation, and at. present impute (heir inactivity io 
tha cause of freedom and the Constitution, not to any do- 
fection or want of geal, but to their defenceless state ; and 
whilst we cndeavour to afford them succour, and to support 
thuir rights, we expect they will contribute every thing in 
their power to efeet their deliverance. Yet, if any of our 
people, in violation of their faith plighted to this Colony, 
and the duty they owe to society, shall be found in arms, 
or continue to give assistince lo our enemies, wo shall 
think ourselves justified, by the necessity we are under, in 
executing upon them the law of retaliation. 

Lrpressed with a just and ardent zeal for the welfare and 
happiness of our countrymen, we trust they will, on their 
part, exert themsel vos in defence of our common eause, and 
that we shall all acquit oursolves like freemen, being com- 
pelled by the disagreeable, but absolute necessity, of repel- 
ling force by force, to maintain our just rights and privileges: 
and wo appeal to God, who is the sovervign disposer of all 
events, for the justice of oar cause, trusting to His unoiring 
wisdom to direct our councils, and give success to our ars, 

Momunn Penpirron, President, 
Vir ginin, Dovombor 19, 1775, 





COLONME HOWE £0 SIL VIRGINIA CONVENTION, 
Doovmbor 13, 1775. 


Wo havo scouting partios down tho Bay, to give intelli- 
genco of the arrival of any vossels, or any other ovent, 
either to our advantage or otherwise. rom the ofticors 
sommanding ose parties, wo have ieeeived certain intel- 
ligenco that a wan-of-wat, oither of thirty-six or forty gins, 
is within tho Bay, and on her way to thia place, with a 
largo brig, supposed to he a store-ship, both full of mon. 
This may probably give us something to do, and I hope 
wo may executo it properly, 


— 


CHARLES STEWART TO GOVERNOUR PENN. 
Ringwood, Docambor 19, 1775, 

Sin: fy pursuance of your Honour’s letter (of 26th ul- 
timo) to the Magistrates of Northampton County, which 
was delivered to George‘ Laylor, May., in Philadelphia, 
ho and Limet at Zesto, on A 28th, whore tho contents 
wero made known to Messrs, Gorden, Kuchlin, and Pan 
Compon, Sho dusticos, Nicholas Depui and Garret 
Broadhead, wove wroto to, to attend at Haston, but did 
not come. In a day or two after, writs wore roncwed 
against the New-Jingland people who had been formor- 
ty indicted 5 and Mr. ‘Vaylor furnishing ammunition for 
the occasion, Mr, Sherif? proceeded over the mountain 
whoro some timo was spent in collecting a posso; moan 
time, I sent a proper person to oxamine the situation of 
Hort Parks, with directions to return and meet Mr. She- 
rif, who uecordingly did, and reported, what was found 
afterwards trae, that the Yanfeees would make litte or no 
resistance ; therefore, those that were found wero taken ; 
about one-half got out of the way. Mr. Sheriff roturned 
forthwith, without demolishing any part of the fort, and 
the prisoners were ~ miles on their way to Haston, 
when an expross from Hort Augusta arrived, with intolli- 
gence that tho Sherif and posse of Northumberland liad 
not yat moved up tho river, and wanted to get some as- 
sistance from Northampton County. ‘This account em- 
barrassed ug exceodingly. ‘Cho prisonors wore told, when 
they mot mo, terms would be made; and, declaring thoir 
willingnoss to do any and every thing, I produced te thom 
‘the enclosed paper, which they readily executed, and sent 
aman back with them to seo that they performed what 
further promises they made, viz: to cul down the stock- 
ados of the fort, nnd to collect all the settlers that bad hid 
or fled, and get them to sign the copy of the enclosed, and: 
send it to Easton at court next weok, with their principal 
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men, where they proposy to wike leagos for their respective 
improvements or purchase, which somo of thanisay they 
mann to do, if possible, sSiles Parks, who is tho only 
one amongst thom who stood indicted, had gone to yo 
ming tho day before the Sherif!’ got up 5 lad he been te 
ken, L would not have consented to his stopping short of 
prison, ‘The rest wo bad, in fact, no procoss aguinst, ox- 
cept a warrant, ip which their names, as dey gave them in, 
wore inserted, Notwithstanding Vandcees bave so often do- 
evived ime, F really expect those wen will Appear at court, 
and gladly come auier lease; if they do not, 1 flatter my+ 
self tho paper they have signed will poral against: them 
hereafier, and be a foundation for eniling on them again, 
Acany rate, [beg leave to assure your Honour I did it for 
the best, and was cautions of giving reason to censure us 
for cruelty. 1 also thought treating those people tonderly 
might facilitato the expedition of the Narthunbertund 
Sherif’ at Wyoming.  Lsent an expregs (o chen, iiform= 
ing them of what was done, and a copy of the terms, 1 
likewise sent a duplicate of the writ, attestad under die 
seul of My. Gorden’s office, that they might have all the 
authority that would bo given them to secure the old of- 
fenders that are at H’yoming, As the party who went to 
dort Parks, ov Wallanpapeck, were weary at their rows, 
some disputes having also happoned among thein, it was 
with great difieulty T could collect a party to go and join 
tho Sherif? of Northianberland ; however, whout thirty gut 
out on Monday evoving and Tuesday morning, with dsaiah 
Jountings at choir head, TL oxpuct that, if they can gross 
the crooks, thoy will he this night with tho Nordaanber- 
land won at aphalapane, the placo proposed in thoir 
letter to moot at 

{ had daily intelligence from TPyoming whilst L was over 
tho mountain, Great divisions have arisen a Wyoming 
lawly, Lazarus Stewart has sont me repented assuranees 
of his neutrality, at least, and his adherents are hourly 
wrangling with the real Yankees, so that Vthink a gut 
render must ensue, Johan Me Dowell and his son-in-law, 
Jacob Stroud, from More Penn, sat of last Suaday to bring 
away from FPyoming their relations, who ave numerous, 
aml scew'o the moneys due them at Myoming, which is 
considerable. I believe Stroud will do all he can to serve 
the causo now, us ho has lately beow chosen a Colonel, 
and [gave him to understand he must oxert himsell or his 
cockade would bo in danger, complaints having beon made 
against him for supplying te Yaneecs with ammunition 
and arms to disturb the ponco of tho Provinco. My. 
Laylor bas dong every thing in lis powor to serve Go- 
vermont on this occasion, and Jarnished) tho ammunition, 
without which nothing would havo been dons. May Atuch+ 
Hin and Mr. Van Compon have also been active, Lb hope 
tho Northumberland posse will succeed without shedding 
blood. At any rato, 2 am couvineed thoy will make them 
submit, and a few days will bring tho news, If your Ho- 
nour thinks propor to let tho utlanpapeck Jandy to those 
people on lease, the copy of tho dralt, with inatructions as 
to terms, will be outed ut Huston court, If the paper 
they signed contained suficient power to ontor judgmont 
on, I would advise them to be done, to pravent future dis 
pales about possession with them, tr Colonel Tench 
Francis and Mr, Taylor were appointed ¢o treat with those 
peaple, I believe it would bo answering a good purpose. 
{ know no man so fit to talk to Yanjeces a8 Col. Wrancis, 
and Laylor may surely be dopended on. I will, if able 
to rido, be at aston, but am and have Bean several days 
in great pain with a rheumatism in pry logs. 

Tam your Honour’s most obedient, humble servant, 

- se Cranuys Straware, 
The Honourable John Penn, Esquire, 


Laeny 


, ASSOCIATION OF CQNNRUTICUY INTIUORNS, 

Whereas we, the subseribors, with Silas Parke and 
other's, our associates, have viotously and in defiance of tho 
laws of the Province, of Pennsylvania, seized upon and 
taken possession of a tact of Innd surveyed for the ho- 
nourablo the Propriataries of this Province of Pennsylvania 
aforesaid, situate on tho waters of Lackawaxen, ata place 
callod Iallanpapeck, in tho County of Northampton ; for 
which forcible entries, riots, and othor illegal acts of any, 
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bills of indictment have been found against us, And the 
Sheriff and Magistrates of the said County, producing His 
Majesty’s process or writs unto us, we confess the legal 
service thereof on us severaYy, And do voluntarily and 
most cheerfully surrender ourselves to the humanity of the 
honourable the Proprietaries of Pennsylvania, in regard 
to our possessions, and to the lenily of the laws of said 
Province in regard to our crimes, and will appear, agree- 
ably to our recognizances, at Easton court next term, 
And we do, cach for himself, solemnly and voluntarily de- 
clave and promise that we will, in future, pay due abedi- 
ence unto, and be governed by, the laws of Pennsylvania 
in avery respect, We also disclaim all title to our present 
possessions, in pursuance of any claim or pretended right 
we, or any of us, may formerly have had under the Sus- 
quehannah or Delaware Companies, in Connecticut, And 
we covenant and promise to yield up our said possessions 
to tho said Proprietaries, or their agents, at any time they 
may please to demind the same; and we do severally em- 
power James Biddle, Esq., Attorney, or any other Attor- 
ney in the Province of Pennsylvania aforesaid, to appear 
for us and to receive a declaration in ejectment as of any 
term after this dato, and to conless judgment thereon, with 
full powers to release all errors in the said judgment. We 
likewise promise that we severally will avoid all future 
ae with our neighbours, and unite and muster with 
Jyptain Van Kltan’s company, and, if necessary, are wil- 
ling to march where our assistance may be required for 
tho defence of American liberty, in the common cause ; 
and cheerfully, hereafter, obey all and overy the resolu- 
tions and orders of the Continental Congress, the As- 
sombly of the Province of Pennsylvania, or the Commit- 
too of Safety, of all whom we severally and humbly crave 
forgiveness for past offences ; and in testimony of aur sin- 
score intentions to behave becomingly in future, we have 
hereunto sot our hands and seals, this eighth day of De- 
cember, 1775, 
W. Frrou, 
Zavow Karaaam, 
Eyos Woopwarpn, Amos Panx, 
Enasan Wiuron, Marrituw Crasi, 
Hozextan Binenan, Aner Kimpan. 


Wiisan Penuct, 
Deniverancre Abas, 


Test ; 


Grreer Brosnuran, 


Joun Van Convon. 
4 
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LOSSES FROM MOSTILITIES BY THE MINISTERTAL TROOPS, 
: Now-York, Docombor £5, 1775, 

Whorens the Continental Congress, by their Resolve of 
the 18th of October last, did order and direct, “That a 
woll-authenticated account of the hostilities committed by 
the Ministerial troops and navy in America sinco March 
last,” should be collected, with proper evidence of the 
trath of the frets related 3? and also, “the number and 
value of the buildings destroyed by thom,” with “the 
numbor and value of the vessels, inward and outwad 
bound, which have been seized by them since that period, 
as near as the valye can bo ascertained ;” also, '* tho stock 
taken, from different parts of the Continent:”? And whereas 
the Committee afpointed by ther to collect the same, 
havo wansinjtted a’copy of the foregoing Resolve to the 
Provincial Congress in this City, requesting their assist- 
ance in obtaining gho same} which letter, with the forego- 
ing Resolve, being, by order of the Provincial Congress 
aforesaid, delivered to the Chairman of the General Com- 
mittee for this City and County, “requiring them to ascer- 
tain, in tho best manner possible, the damages sustaiged 
by people of this City and County, with all necessary par- 
ticulars hereof, and with proolg to support the same, and 
to transmit them to the Provincial Congress with all con- 
veniont speed:? And whereas the General Committee 
aforosaid havo appointed Cornelius P, Low, Oliver Ttn- 
pleton, and Daniel Phenix, to be a sub-Committee for 
that purpose: All. persons in this City and County who 
have sustained any Joss or damage by the Ministerial army 
or navy in America since March last, are hereby request- 
ed to prepare .and deliver to them an accurate estimate of 
the same, with the examinations of witnesses and other 
papers and dacuments, officially authenticated; as also, 
clear, distinct, and circumstantial details of the hostile and 
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destructive acts by them done, or ca ptures or seizures made, 
that the same may be Jaid before the Provincial Congress 
without delay. 


EDWARD JONES TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 
Now-York, Decomber 18, 1775. + 


Gentirwen: I make bold to lay my grievances before 
you, in hopes you will see me righted. {have been this 
five months a Corporal in Captain Ledyard’s company, 
and have received no more than 58s. 4d, a month. I 
have been lately informed by one or two Corporals that 
caine down from St. John’s that they received 598s, 8d. 
per month. Now, gentlemen, as I have been always ready 
and willing to do any thing for the good of my country, I 
hope your Honours will be so kind as to grant me my fall 
pay, which will be forever acknowledged by your much 
obliged, very humble servant, 

Epwarp Jonrs. 
To the Provincial Congress in New York, 


COMMISSIONERS FOR FORTIFICATIONS TO NEW-YORK CON~ 
GRESS, 
Fort-Constitution, Deeembor 7, 1775, 

Si: Yours of tho 8d instant, covering extracts of a 
letter from Lord Stirding, dated the same day, by which 
we find six companies, of ninety men cach, are ordered up 
to this post, besides those already here. As to the orders 
to have sufficient barracks completed for one thousand 
men, we beg leave to observe, that it is not in our power 
to got done ; the additional one (from the first plan) is not 
this day completed with filling in, but other ways fit and 
finished for troops, Captain Grenell’s and Captain Eal- 
ber?’s companies being, with part of Captain Ledyard’s, 
quartered in them. ‘The first barrack, a single story, four 
rooms, twenty men in a room, is occupied by our artificers 
and labourers. We have ordered, eight days ago, another 
barrack of eighty feet by twenty, two stories high, with 
a garret, to be framed at New-FVindsor; but the badness 
of the weather up here, by what we can learn, has pre- 
vented the person employed from getting the timber to- 
gether to begin to frame. We shall hurry him, and may 
he able to get it raised and covered, but the stacks of chim- 
neys and filling in much doubt if it ean be done, as we 
havo neither brick nor lime for it, and if we had, unless 
more favourable weather than for this fortnight past, could 
not much worl at, as our mortar is continually freezing in 
the mortar-house, We beg leave to mention our frequent 
desire to know what number of men would be wanted to 
remain this winter at this post, as a government to us; in 
particular, in ours to Mr, John Berrien of the 15th ultimo, 
your not then nor sinco making a Llouse, be could not give 
us a direct answer, 

We could not take tho artificers from the works of de- 
fence had materials (and wo directions) for more barracks 
been on the spot. Artificers and labourers must have cover- 
ing, and fire to go to. While they continue they take up 
tle room of the first barrack ; when they be dismissed, tho 
two barracks now built will contain diree hundred men. 

We would also beg leave to refer the honourable Provin- 
cial Congress to ours of the 10th ultimo, in which we in- 
formed them what barracks we had then, (o which we have 
never been honoured with an answer. Our mentioning 
these things is from a distress we are in on finding so many 
men ordered up to this post, when we never expected any 
more than three hundred to winter here, and, heaving 
nothing to induce us to think otherwise, provided, as well 
as circumstances and time permitted, for only that number. 

As to procuring fire-wood, we are very ready to do its 
buit it mast be bought and brought by water here. We 
think this comes more properly under the direction of the 
Commissary to the troops to be quartered here, We hava 
been down in the sloop Liberty, examining the river as 
low as Slaughter’s Landing, and find the depth of water, 
from there to this post, greatly to exceed the information 
we have had. We also took a view of es: Fill; 
and found its situation the best by much for any defensive 
works in the Highlands. A little to the northzof the 
house, on the hill, isa place where a battery of heavy, 
cannon would obstruct any enemies coming up, as i¢ com- 
mands the river down and up, se length of point-blank 
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shot, ‘Timber in plenty, near, to be had. No cnemy can 
Yand at Heverstray and cross the mountain, to annay it by 
Jand. ‘The height of the plueo, ahout ono hundred foet 
above the river, and is nol much wider over to Anthony's 
Nose than at this post. From Pooploop’s Hill, wo un- 
derstand, thero is a tolerable roud, and ean be made, with 
eagv, inuch better to tho HMest-Point, from there an 
cnomy might bring cannon by land against this post. 
Wa hog you will be pleased to lay the above before the 
honourable Congress. 
And are, sir, your humble servants, 
Winisan Brviow, 
Thomas Gurwen, 
Jonarian LAawnrencr. 
To Nathaniel Woodhull, Esquire. 


ROBERT It, MARRISON 10 COLONEL RALDWIN. 
Gamlnidge, Decomber 13, 1775. 
Sta: Lhave it in commund from his Excellency to in- 
form you that, nowwithstanding his orders to the contrary, 
zone of the persons that came last fiom Boston to Potnt 
Shirley lave been at this camp. One he bas seen him- 
self. Le is oxecedingly desirous to provent a measure 
that may prove of fatal consequence to the army, and 
thorofore cujoins that you will make it known to theso 
poople, and all others that may be sent out, that they do 
not come here without special leave obtained first of hin; 
and if they do, they will be immediately imprisoned, 
R. 11, Uannrison. 
‘Lo Colonel Loammi Baldwin, Chelsea, 


COLONEL MOYLAN ‘CO WILLIAM WATSON, 
Cambridge, Decomber U3, 1775. 

Sin: Your favour of the 4th instant is come to hand, 
Your attention and activity in fitting out the armed vessels 
is plonsing to his Mxeellency.  F wish thoy may carry in 
sone prizes that may pay you for ull your trouble. Cap. 
tain JHunly's good fortune scoms {0 stick to him; he has 
taken three valuablo prizes sinco my last, ‘This shows of 
whint vast advantayze to tha cuuse those vessels would be, 
if tha commanders were all as attentive to their duty and 
interest a8 Manly ise There rans a report about camp 
that ono of our little Acet is taken and carried into Boston, 
Woe shall be uneasy until we bear from Martindale, a3 he 
is the one suspoeted, Ef Captain Coit and ho aro sale, 
Jot us Imow it as soon as possible. 

Yours of tho 11th is como to hand, 
doubt that the Mashington is takon, 

Mr, Jsaae Symms voveives LLOLG 16s. 89d., boing the 
amount of the account of oxponsos for fitting out tho 
Washington wd Lfarrison, armed yossels, ‘Lhe General 
yoturns his thanks for the venison. 


Lom, &e,, Sreruen Moyzan, 
Lo William Matson, Esq. Plymouth, 


J fear thero is no 





ELBRIDGE GERRY TO SAMURDL ADAMS. 
Watortewn, Docombor 13, 1775, 

Dean Sim; With pleasure I received your letter of Oc- 
tober 2th, relative to the militia and other subjects equally 
important. When writing on tho subject of the militia, £ 
proposed they should be under the command of a Conti- 
neutal General, in case of their being raised to reinforeo 
his army, and upon the supposition that this must require 
an act of the Court of the Colony whose militia should 
he thus raised. A Continental General, ag such, 1 am 
cloatly of opinion, ought not to have any command of the 
militin, It is by no means necessary for zoneral defence, 
Le would load a priucipal servant of the Government to 
forgot lis station, and conceive hinsolf its master; but 
sinco, in military operations, it is absolutely necessary to 
have but one hoad, gach Assombly would find it necessary 
that tho commanding officer of the army which their mi- 
litia should occasionally reinforce, should take the com- 
mand of such part as they might ordor to his assistance, 
aud this during the pleasure, only, of such Assembly ; 
upon which plan lie would, as to this, be in effect a Colo- 
nial officor, We already see a growing thirst for powor 
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in somo of tho inferior departments of the amy, which 
ought to ho regulated so far as to keep the military entirely 
subservient to the civil in evory part of the United Colo- 
nies. 6 
Your gontiments on the choice of men for publick ofices 
are extremely just. ‘The jealousy you speal of is plonti- 
fully producod in our Lfougo of Representatives.  Dhis is 
so natural to their habits, and toryisin so noxious, that an 
encmy to America might as well attompt to aealo (ho ro- 
gions of bliss ns to insinuate himself into the favour of the 
Assembly; but I should he glad to see a sufficiont guard 
against the choice of mon on account of pecuniary recom- 
mendation, It is happy to find a man independont in his 
fortune, of good sense and true patriotisin, filling a publicl 
oflico; but when tho last is wanting, tho possossion of the 
fivet is an ovil, Notwithstanding which, there hava heen 
instances in this Government, of persons chogen into pub- 
lick oftice who might have lived till tha millenium in silent 
obscurity had they depended on their Mental qualifications 
to bring them into publick view. 

With respect to incompatible offices, a bill is on foot to 
prevent this ovil, and particular cave will be taken to ex- 
clude gentlemen of the army from the Logislative, that 
military influence may never reach the Sonate, ; 

flistory can hardly produce such a series of oyonts as 
have taken place in favour of American opposition. ‘Che 
hand of Heaven appears to havo directed evary osours 
rence. Vad such an ovent as tately occurred in dssee 
happened to Cromwell, ho would have publishod it nga 
mimelo in hia favour, and oxcited his soltiors to enthusi- 
asm and bravery. 

Tho manufacture of galtpotre is increasing, Wo shall 
bo groatly servod if a plan of the Philadelphia powder 
mills can bo sent us, which (Mr. Revere tolls me) tho 
owner was so selfish ag to refuse, without a reward of one 
hundred halfjohanues. 


Your yory tuo friend, Enonwan Genny 
4 a Ma . 


MAJON-QUNERAL MOWE TO THE BART OF DALTMOVTIT 
Boston, Docombor 10, (775, 

My Loup: His Majesty’s ship Tartar, boing ordered to 
England, by Admiral Graves, Lan to confirm to your 
Lordship tho intelligence hofore communicated, of tit eap- 
turo of the ordnance brig Nancy, by tho Rebels, and thie 
thore is certainty of mother vesse}, tho property of a mer- 
chant, louded with woollen goods and every article neocs« 
sary for clothing, having lntely fallen into their hands, which 
must ford great relic! to thoir most essential wants, 

Since the departure of tha Boyne, man-ol-war, ou the 
6th instant, thero have been no arrivals from Britain; and 
1 am induced to believe, from the long prevalence of north 
orly winds, that the transports from Corz, with the 17th, 
Q7th, 26th, 46th, and GHth regiments, togethar with the 
ships bringing stores for this place, have beon forced fir 
from the const; and if so, the dificultics they hava to on~ 
counter in getting (o this port will increase in proportion ag 
tho winter soason advances, 

These considerations, and (ho state of provisions in storo, 
a particular account of which your Lordship has with my 
separate letter of the 2d instant, sent bY the Boyno, give 
rise to very alarming apprehensions, especially as domands 
for this article ure increased from tho transports, provisions 
for tho seninen being expended from the pressing wants of 
useful persons, who must be supported for their services, 
and of many others, who havo over beon attachod to Go- 
vernment, 

Xam also concorned ta observo that tho uncertainty of 
defenceless vossela getting into this harbour js rendered 
nore precarious, by the reel privalaees infesting the bay, 
who can tike the advantage of many inlets on tho coast, 
whore Lis Majesty’s ships camot pursue them, and from 
whonce thoy can safely avail thomselves of any favourable 
opportunities that offer, ‘Pho Admiral being of opinion 
that the ships cannot block up the several ports of Cape 
Anne, Marblehead, Beverly, and Plymouth, which afford 
protection to these pirates, without the assistance of a land 
foreo, that cannot at presont be spared, has placod his ships 
in Nantasket-Road, with ovders to cruise from thenes in 
the bay; which, not proving effectual, L would humbly 
propose that the provisions, and other valuable stores, be 
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sant out for the future in ships-of-war, without their lower 
deck-guns, or in vessels of sufficient force to defend them- 
selves agninst these Pirates, One of thom, a brigantine, 
with seventy-three men, bas,been brought in by [is Ma- 
jesty’s ship Jowey ; and I enclose to your Lordship a copy 
of tho Captain’s instructions, from Mr. Washington, com- 
manding tho Rebel army. The prisoners are sent to Eng- 
land in the Tartar. 

The troops entered into quarters here yesterday, leaving 
a detachment intrenched upon the heights of Charlestown, 
for the defence of that post. 

Six companies of the Sixty-fifth are embarked, and will 
snil for ZZalz/an, under convoy of tho Cerberus frigate. The 
18th and 59th Regiments, being drafted into other corps, 
their commissioned and non-commissioned officers, with the 
invalids and recruiting parties, go from hence on board of 
transports, in company with the Zartar, 

By advice received trom the head-quarters of the Re- 
hels, [ learn that General Carleton embarked at Montreal 
for Quebeck, on tho 12th of November, with one hundred 
soldiers, and as many Canadians, caurying with him all the 
military stores he could convey; and that the Rebels took 
possession of the town tho next day. " 


Tan, &e., W. Town, 


ADDRESS OF THE PRERMOLDENS, Wee., OF THE COUNTY 
OY PRURLES. 

Addvoss of the Justices of the Pence, Frecholders, and 
Commissioners of tho Land ‘l'ax of the County of Peebles, 
progontod to lis Majosty by Sir Robert Murray Keith, 
Knight of the Bath, their Ropresentative in Parliament. 


Te the King’s most Excellont Mayesty. 

, Lhe humble Address af the Justices of the Peace, Fvec- 
holders, and Commissioners of the Land Tax of the 
County of Peebles. 

We, your Majesty’s most loyal and dutiful subjects, tho 
Justices of the Peace, I'reoholders, and Commissioners of 
the Land "Pax, of the County of Peebles, beg leave, upon 
the proseat very sorious and alarming occasion, to ox press, 
with perfect unanimity, that warm affection and gratitude 
which we havo and owe to your Royal person, under whose 
auspicious Government wo feel, in common with all your 
Majesty’s subjects, ovary blessing that the bost laws, oxe- 
cuted by tho best of Kings, €an possibly produce, 

Wo lament the gituagion of thos of rode Majesty’s sub- 
jects, in dmerica, who, by the artifices and falso suggestions 

of designing mon, havo heen induced to go into rebellion, 
from the groundless apprehensions of thoir property being 
rendevod precarious, and their liberties destroyed, by their 
submitting to bo taxod by the British Legislature. 

Wo detest all the iNogal and disloyal artifices that have 
boen used for seducing your Majesty’s American subjects, 
not ‘only to violata tho law, in the destruction of private 
proporly, but also to resist and destroy al) legal authority, 
and at Inst, by open rebellion, even to dispute the sover- 
cignty of the British Legislature. 

We likowise beg leavo to testify our disapprobation and 
dislike of all the licentious, seditious, and poisonous doc- 
trines which have 8f late been maintained and published, 
either by speaking or writing, that have a tendency, at this 
critical juncture, to add to the deception of the deluded 
people of America, by making them believe that their 
rebellion is lawful, and approved of by the subjects of 
Britain. < . 

We confide in the wisdom of your Majesty’s Councils, 
aided and supported by your Pagliament, and in the valeur 
of your Mojesty’s arms, that every proper menns will be 
used successfully, undor the kind protection of Heaven, 
for bringing our deluded follow-subjects of America to a 
just sonse of their duty of obedience to the Supreme Le- 
gislative authority of theso Kingdoms, and to cradicate thoso 
groundless da Serie that seem to haye inflamed their 
minds; that tha recondiliation may be sincere and perma- 
nent; and we bog leave to assure yout Majesty of our wish 
and most earnest desire to exert every means we can to 
strengthen the power of your Government. 

We pray God, that your Majesty may long teign over 
us; and that the: British Dominions, united in your reign, 

Pourra Senres.—Vor. tv. - 
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may be transmitted, in that state, to your Majesty’s latest 
posterity. 
Signed in our name, and by our appointment, at Poe- 
bles, the 14th of December, 1775. 
Janes Moytcomery. 


In Maesachusotts Iouso of Represontatives, 
Fob unry 14, 1776, 
Mr. Speaker communicated to the House a letter from 
St. Eustatia, signed Yankoo, dated December 14th, en- 
closing a number of newspapers. 


TO ANY PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE OR CONGRESS ON THE 
CONTINENT OF AMERICA. 
St, Eustatia, Docombor 1d, 1775, 

Genrenen: My last, via Salem, was intended via 
Rhode-Island, but lost the opportunity, and am fearful if 
the letter reached you,as | must suppose captures have com- 
menced in America, as well as in the West-Indies. Several 
vessels inwards from America, and bound thither, among 
the islands, have been detained and sent into port, parti- 
cularly Antigua and Dominico ; and, notwithstanding their 
clearances, will be condemned, as reprisals are made without 
distinction, of all vessels going to or coming from America, 
Various are the reports from england, respecting America ; 
which proves it is little known what is intended; but if wé 
were to judye from circumstances, in particular that of re- 
prisals, taking in pay foreign forces, and the enumerating 
their transports, with every Icnd of stores, ammunition, &e., 
&c., it certainly carries appearances very different from an 
accommodation, 1 saw a letter from Bristol, to a gentle- 
man hero, dated 23d October; part says, no prospect of a 
reconciliation, the Ministry being determined to push mea- 
sures. Another, from Scotland, this very day received, 
and two days Inter, says: Matters between Great Britain 
and America will certainly be settled on the meeting of the 
Parliament. Letters anterior to these, and differently re- 
ceived, boar near the same import. Some say an accom: 
modation will take place, others not. I fancy no true judg 
ment can be formed but from the result of the Parliament. 
God send the agreeable tidings of peace to each other. 
May Heaven inspire their souls with just ideas of duty, 
cach to tho other, that justice may be scaled in merey, and 
so enlighten the minds of that great tribunal as to remove 
every oppressive measure from before the throno, that vhe 
subjects of Britain, wherever dispersed, moy know no 
grievanco, but, in every partof their wide extended empire, 
be able, with honest truth, to sing aloud in anthems of joy : 
Justice, justice 1uns down our streets like a stream 5 djl evils 
are now removed from before us; and one and all adore 
tho God of justice, as tho King of our King, and the Su- 
prome of the Universe. May brotherly love be mutually 
renewed, under the banners of justice, and Britain and 
America join in grateful songs of praise for a happy de- 
liverance from destruction, and be inseparably united to 
their glory, and the glory of God the giver; is the fervent 
wish of your obedient and affectionate, Yankoo. 


PS. A brig here will sail for Boston, in ten days, with 
molasses for the troops. I shall write. 





DECLARATION BY VIRGINIA CONVENTION. 


By the Representatives of the People of the Colony and: 
Dominion of Virginia, assembled in General Conven- 
tion. 

A Dectaration, 

Whereas, Lord Dunmore, by his Proclamation, dated on’ 
board the ship WilKam, off Norfolle, the 7th day of No- 
vember, 1775, hath offered freedom to such able-bodied 
slaves as are willing to join him, and take up arms against 
tho good people of this Colony, giving thereby enconrage-. 
ment to a general insurrectio#, which may induce a neces-' 
sity of inflicting the severest punishments upon those une, 
happy people, already deluded by his base and insidious, 
arts; and whereas, by an act of the General Assembly, now? 
in force in this Colony, it is engeted, that all negro ot other, 
slaves, conspiring to rebel or make insurreetion, shal}. auffer 
death, and be excluded all benefit of Clergy : We thinksit’ 

roper to declare, that all slaves, who have ‘Heelt, of Shall 
e, seduced by his Lordship’s proclamatién, or other arts, 
s 
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to desert their mastors’ service, and take up arms against 
the inhabitants of this Colony, shall be tiahle to such Nie 
ishments as shall bereafier be directed by the General Con- 
vention. And to the ond that all such who haye taken 
this unlawful and wicked step may return in safety Lo their 
duty, and escape thy punishment due to their crimes, we 
hereby promiso to pardon them, they surrendering them- 
selves to Col. IFillian Woodford, ov any other commander 
of onr troops, and vot appearing in arais after tho publica 
tion hereof. And we do further earnestly recommend it 
to ull humane and Lenevalant persons in this Colony, to 
explain and make known this our offer of morey to those 
unfortunate people. 
Enaunp Penpurron, President. 
Virginia, Docombar 14, 1775. 


LORD STIRLING TO CAPTAIN JOUN POLITENUS. 
Blizabothtown, Documbor 14, 1775, 

Sm: [ must desiro that you will forthwith call iv all 

such men a8 aro now absent from your company, and, for 

the future, to give no furlough or leave of absonco to any 

officer or private, but to hold your company in order for 

marching at twenty-four hours?’ notice. 
Lam your most humble servant, 


Captain John Polhemus, Brunswick, 


Sraunina. 


LORD STIRLING TO CAPLATIN JOHN CONWAY, 
Lb thothtown, Docombor 14, 1775. 

Sin: [have reecived your letter of tho 11th inst., and 
much approve of your gotting possossion of the beds, blan- 
kets, and other barrack utensils, at. Amboy, Bu pleased, 
by the first opportunity, to furnish mo with an exnet ac- 
count af cach article you have reecived, and to be particu- 
Jar with regard to tho blankets—distinguishing how many 
of them aro new, bow many pally worn, and how many 
of them aro distributed to the men of your company. 

The threo men you hava confined must remain prisou- 
ers until wo can form i togimental court-mardal, which 
will not bo till noxt weok, Powell and Rose ave engaged 
as drum and file majors to the regiment.® ‘Tho ropairs you 
speak of aro absolutcly necessary, and L must dosire you 
wil} get them done, and keep au exact account of tho ox- 
pense, 

The mon of your company should be kopt in constant 
oxarcise, especially marching. Wo are at it hero at least 
five hours every day. 

Tam, &., 


Captain John Conway. 


Srinnine, 


COMMISSIONERS OF INDIAN AFFAIRS TO YRUSTDENT OF 
GoNanEBS. 

Albany, Dooombor 14, 1775, 
Sm Conscious that i is a duty we owe our respectable 
Constituents and onrselves, not to permit any doubts or sus- 
pisions to exist, relative to or concerning any transactions 
of ours, Whon it is in our power to oradicato then; and 
reports prevailing, that what Ztahogwanlo, the OQnon- 
daga chief, delivered at tho conference held here in tho 
months of August and September last, respecting the Sus- 
quehannal lands, now unhappily in controversy between 
the Colonies of Pennsylomia and Connecticut, was not in 
consequence oithor of directions from his particular nation, 


* Tt is agrood betwoon Thomae Rose, on the ono part, and William, 
Earl of Stirling, Colonel of tho Piist New.Jorsey Rogimont, in tho 
Continental aoryico, on tho othor past, aa fullowa: "Lhal the anid Pho. 
sad Rose doth inhat himealf va « deummer in tho avid roginont, at the 
waual Continental pay of goven nnd one-thiid of a dollar por month; 
tnd also fourdollaia por month, subsistonco, ur provision in thou thoruol’ 
and in constdoration hat tho atid Zones Rose ix wall quatitled for 
dram-annjot of tho anid regiment, and iy able to teneh tho othor dime 
mors tha usd of thoir drama and tho wholo of thofr duty, the said Col. 
onol doa nyton fo pay to tho anid Tomas Rose, aight dollara aut two. 
thisde of o dollar moro, monthly, to bo stoppad unt of tho pay of tha 
othor drunimors 5 und this to continua ee Jong an the anid Yhumaa Rose 
cbontinitas in tho sorviag, which will bo during his good behaviour, or na 
long aa tho rogimon} contintos in the aorvico, Lt fa furthor agrood, thal 
out of the abovo montionod Da, oight dollara por’ month shull, by tho 
Paymaator, monthly, ho lolgod in the hande of Cotonal John Neilson, 
of Brunswick, for tho wav of tho unld Thomas Rose's wifes ono month's 
pay to ho ndvancad to the said Z'homas Rose, whon tho Payminater noxt 

-pomea to Hond-quartors, 

Witnoos my hand, this 12th day of Decomber, 1775. 

‘Tioatas Rose, 


® 
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or tho result of tho united councils of the Siv Nations, we 
unanimously yesolyed to enter into an inquiry. ¢ Accords 
ingly we sont for Messrs, Deane and Kirkland, who agreed 
in tho following information, viz: ‘That immediutoly after 
Wahogwando had delivered his speceh, a murmur hn 
through the assembly ag at a matter not only unexpected 
but hnproper; and that some of the sachcins, alter the rising 
of the assembly, spoke to thea on the subject, express. 
ing their astonishmentat such a spaceh, of which no notica 
had been giyen to tho Sie Nations. 

Mr. £dmer, another interprater, was then called hefore 
us; aud as, in the information which ho gave, Colonel Fran. 
cis’s name was mentioned, we thought proper to take his 
deposition and enclose it, 

After Judmer’s information, wo were of opinion that the 
sachems should be convened, that wo might canter with 
them on the occasion, Accordingly, Uiahogwando, with 
another Onondaga sachem, and two tiem cach of the other 
nations now in town, wero convened’ at which meeting 
wore ulso progent, Messts, Deane, Wiricland, Bleeker, and 
Wilmer, itorpreters. ‘Ube Jadians boing made acquainted 
with the business of the meeting, Tiahogwando, the Onon- 
daga sachem, gave the following information: ‘Chat coming 
from the meeting preceding thal in whieh the Susguehan- 
nah lands were mentioned, Colonel francis took him by 
the hand, and informed hia that all the othor sachems had 
beon to see bim, aud asked why ho did not como and smoke 
w pipo with bin 5 and invited hin to his soon in the oven+ 
ing, that he had something to say to him, ‘Uho sachem 
replied, it wag not the custom of Ladians to came alone on 
such an ocension, and that ho would therefore bring one or 
two along with him, ‘Lyo uecordingly came with bin in 
the evening, Aftor thoy had drank a fitte, and began to ha 
intoxteated, Colonel /ranc?s informed then that Governour 
Pan bad divected him to make iuguivy shout tha sala ol. 
the Susguehunnaé lands. Upon which, Tahogwando thon 
relatod what be (being a lad) had heard Dinasteego loform 
his father, being in substance the same as he had delivered 
in his speech, Le observed that ha was sorry the white 
puople decvived tho dndians, by giving them Jiquor, to malo 
them say things they ought pots and that what be had sad 
Was not in consaynence of any directions be had vither 
from his nation ov the Siv Nadions. 

Liahogwando farther says, that Colonel Zyaneis pro 
misod to give the sachoms of the Siv Nations something, 
provided be would deliver iemat the close of the business of 
the vest meoting, and pot mention bis namo-—moaning 
Colonel Mraneis. Chis chief thenobsorved to us, that the 
While people have a medicing (meaning liquorg) which 
would make dadfans bring ot all that is in thoiv minds, 

Wo hope, six, iat in making this inquiry, wo have noe 
gono beyond the Jing of oar duty. Our ouly motives for 
prosecuting this inquiry, we bave tulen the libory to give 
Congress ti dhe formar part of this leqar, 

Wo rownain, sir, with sentinonts of respect oud esteon, 
yours, &o,, &e, 





Pinay Scuvvens, 
Vorrenr P, Douw, 
‘Tinorny Bpwanns, 


Tho Honourable John ILancock, Msq. 
€ 


GENERAL SCHUYLER ‘tO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. , 
[Read Docombor 88, 1775.) 1 
Albany, Beacmbor 14, 17%5, 
Sm: Sinco my last to you, T bye received no accounts 
from Canada. Cho Jndians deliverod us a speech on the 
12th, in whieh they rekued the substanea of all tho 
confurences Colonel Jodason bad with thent the last sum- 
mer, concluding with that at AMonfreal, whore he deliverod 
to each of the Canadian tribes a war-helt and a hatohet, 
who accepted it; after which thoy werg invited ty feast on 
tn Mostoniun, and drink hig blood—an ox boing roastod for 
tho purpose, and a pipe of wine given to drink, ‘Tho ware 
song was also sung. One of tho chie& of the Six Nations, 
that attendod at that vonforence, accepted of a vary large, 
black war-balt, with n hatebet depictured in it, but wonld 
ueither cat nor drink, nor sing the war-song, This famous 
belt they havo delivered up, and wo havo now a full proof 
that the Ministevial servanis bave attempted (o change tho 
Savages against us, 
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Lloarn that the recruiting parties I have sent out, meet 
with littl@ success. The troops of ort-George and Ticon- 
deroga, have only seventeen days more (o serve, and I fear 
they will come away as soon ms their time of service is ex- 
pired. 

All the prisoners are not yet arrived here. The moment 
they come in, I shall send them to Esopus, as well the ofti- 
cors as men; for Colonel Wolcott informs me that Go- 
vernour Siene, as well as his son, have fled, and that two 
Frenchmen aro also gone, one of which is Orillat, whom 
My. Brook Watson recommended to Major Shirraff to get 
exchanged. The vicinity of Eludson river to Newtown and 
Bridgefield (the two tory towns in Connecticut) favours 
thoir ascape. Ihave given such orders to Colonel Wyn- 
Icoop, that, if they ave properly executed, I shall be under 
no apprehensions for those that go to Ulster County. Wyn- 
koop is a spirited and good officer. 

The river here ig closed. ‘The prisoners are to march 
by laud, [ proposd keeping the French seigneurs until I 
can move then ata less expense. Perhaps, too, if Que- 
becle should fall into our hands, General Monigomery may 
beg of Congress to permit them to pay a visit to their 
families. 

Jam, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Poir Scnuyier. 
Honourable John Fancock, Usq., &e. 


JOSUPH MOPKING’S REPORT ON LEAD-MINES. 


To the Honourable General Assembly, convened at Nuw- 
Ilaven, on the 14th Ducumpun, 1775: 


Whereas Captain Samuel Forbes and the subscriber 
wore appointed by your Honours, at your sessions in Oc- 
, lober last, a Committee to examine and explore a lTead- 
mine at New-Canaan, in the Province of New-York, and 
to roport, &a. 

Tho said subscriber begs leave to report that, on the 7th 
of November last, on my journey to said New- Canaan, | 
expected said Captain Hordes to join me; but he being ill, 
and unable to assist in said business, advised me to pro- 
ood; with which advice { complied, and repaired to said 
New-Canaan, whore I found said mine, the vein of ore in 
which appears about fifty or sixty rods in length, lying 
north and south iu a ledge of at or Jime-stone, mixed 
with white flint, at the sow end of which the ground 
falls about twenty-six feat, below which tye water cannot 
be ‘drawn off by a lovel; which vein I found had been 
opened about one rod in longth, and about threo or four feot 
deup, where I omployed a skilful miner to blast the rock, 

ut found no continued or adhorent vein, but found the ore 
in bodios, in different shupos, about three or four inches in 
diameter, lying about three or four foct distant. ‘The said 
minor algo opencd tha vein in several places whore it had 
not before been tried, and it appeared to lio in the samo 
manver, [alsa smalted about aight ounces of said ore, 
and found, when it was well refined, it weighed fivo ounces, 
and was vory malloablo and good, All which is submitied. 

Your Honours’ most obedient, huinble servant, 

Josern [opxins, 

N, B. Tho mine aforesaid lies in a tract of land called 
the King’s District, whove tho fee has never been granted, 
or patent, to any person, and tho inhabitants claim to hold 
by possession only; and I employed the miner aforemen- 
tioned, with othets, to labour in said mine seven days, 
about half of which time was spent in preparing to open 
tho vein, and by the other half of the labour was raised one 


hundred weight of ore, 


. , 


GHNERAL WASILINGLON VO RESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 
Cambridge, Docembar 1, 1775. 


Sin: The two French gentlemen who will appearsbe- 
foro you with this, brought recommendations to me fiom 
Governour Cooke, of Providence; their names are Mes- 
siours Penet and De Piiarne. They propose a plan for 
supplying this Continent with arms and ammunition, which 
appears to me very eligible, Asam not acquainted with 
the extent of schemes already formed by Congress for the 
attainment of these necessary articles, I have declined enter- 
ing into any engagements with them, but haye prevailed 
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with thom to proceed, at the publick expense, to Philadel- 
phia, and there, through you, to lay their proposals beforé 
Congress, or a Committee of Congress, to whose attention 
I beg leave to recommend them, and the important busi- 
hess they come upon. 

Tam, &c., Georcr Wasuincron. 


To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of Congress. 


P.S. Ihave given these gentlemen reason to expect 
that they can get back to the Capes as commodiously and 
speedily from Philadelphia as they could from Providence, 
in which I should be very sorry if they were disappointed. 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 
[Read Decombor 23, 1775,] 
Cambridge, Decembor 14, 1775. 

Sin: I received your favour of the 2d instant, with the 
several resolyes of Congress therein enclosed. The re- 
solves ielative (o captures made by Continental armed ves- 
sels, only want a court established for trial to make them 
complete, This, L hope, will be soon done, as I have taken 
tho liberty to urge it often to the Congiess. I am some- 
what at a loss to know whether I am to raise the two bat- 
talions of marines here or not, As the delay can be 
attended with but little inconvenience, I will wait a further 
explanation from Congress, before I take any steps there- 
on. Tam much pleased that the money will be forwarded 
with all possible expedition, as it is much wanting; also, 
that Connolly aud his associates are taken; it has been a 
very fortunate discovery. I make no doubt but that the 
Congress will tako every necessary measure to dispossess 
Lord Dunmore of his hold in Virginia. ‘The sooner steps 
are taken for that purpose, the more probability there will 
be of their being effectual. 

Mr. Hilliam Aspenwall and Mr. Lemuel Hayward were 
appointed surgeons at Rowbury, in the first formation of the 
army. They were confirmed by Dr. Church, who pro- 
mised them to write to the Congress in their behalf. They 
applied to me during his confinement here, at a time that f 
had notice of Dr. Morgan’s appointment. I referred them 
to his arrival, and enclosed you have his sentiments rela- 
tivo to them; also of Dr, Jtand, surgeon to the small-pox 
hospital, and his mate, J have to remark to you that 
when we had some time past got tho better of the small- 
pox, Dr. Rand applicd to me for 9 continuance of him in 
that department, which, from a principle of not multiply» 
ing officers, I declined. Ho is at pee wanting, and says 
that by only attending occasionally, he loses his country 
practicc—of course his livelihood. You will please to lay 
theso matters before Congress for their consideration. 

I was happy enough to tla the desire of Congress 
rospecting Mr, Crafis and My, Trott. They both declined. 
Tho latter did not choose to serve, The former's ambi- 
tion was not fully gratified by the offer made to him of a 
Majority, and higher rank must have turned out Colonel 
Burbocle or Major Mason, who had served in those charae- 
(ers in that regiment to acceptation, I hope Col. Know will 
soon finish the business ho is upon, and appear here to take 
the honourable command conferred on him by the Congress, 
1 will make application to General ZZowe, and propose an 
exchange for Mr. Ethan Allen. I am much afraid I shall 
have a like proposal to make for Captain Martindale, of 
the armed brigantine Washington, and his men, who, it is 
reported, were taken a few days past by a man-of-war, and 
carried into Bosfon, We cannot expect to bo always suc- 
cessful. 

You will doubtless hear of the babatity of Captain 
Wallace, on Conanicut Island, ere this reaches your hands. 
About one hundred and fifly more of the poor inhabitants. 
are come outof Boston, The small-pox rages all over the 
town. Such of the military as had it not before, aro now 
under inoculation. This, I apprehend, is a weapon of de- 
fence they are using against us. What confirms me ia this 
opinion is, that J have information that they are tearipg: up 
the pavement, to be provided against a bombardment. 
wrote you this day by Messicurs Penet and De PHartte, 
who will lay before the Congress, or a committee thereol, 
proposals for furnishing the Continent with armg and-am- 
munition. I refer you to themselves for, Jaribér partiou- 
lars, . : 


. sae 


% 


268 


J have the honour to be, sir, your most humble and obe- 
tient gorvant, Gronen Wastuna'ron, 


To the Honourable John Hancock, lsy. 


_~ 


pocroR MORGAN TO GQHNERAL WASHINGTON, 
Gonornl Hospital, Nocombor 12, 1775, 


Sin: In pursuance of your Kxcelleney’s command, 1 
have carefully inquired into the stato of the General Hos- 
pital, and of the sie in ench house, and do (ind chat the 
number set down jn the last weekly return, mado to mo 
from the surguons of the hospital, amounts to six handred 
and seventy-six; but they have sometimes amounted to 
noar fifteen hundred, of which the proportion at Roxbury 
is about one-third; and onan average their returns have 
generally proved to bo uearly in that proportion, And 
Whereas, from tho great number of troops stationed at Row- 
bury, and its being so remote from Cambridge, it is abso- 
lutely necossary to have houses there for tho reception and 
care of the sick, and to have storus and proper ofticers for 
the same; and on furthor consideration of the merits and 
sorvices of TVilliam Aspenwall and Lemuel Hayward, in 
establishing houses for dint purpose, and their care, atten- 
tion, and skill, manifested ag surgeons ever since the army 
has been ostablished, as well as the expediency of retain- 
ing gentlomon of their abilities and good character in tho 
hospital, and the particular advantage of their being sta- 
tioned at Rorbury, in onse of action in that quarter, (the 
mates of the hospital, in geneil, being not yet sufligiontly 
qualified for a trust of that hnportanca, without tho direc~ 
tiau of a auperior, and the four aurgcaus, already appoint- 
od hy Ds, Church, being fully employed, in times of pre~ 
vailing sickness, at Cumbridgs, sail will bo all wanted there 
in caso of n gonoral action,) { would beg leave to recom- 
mend that Mr, Aspenwald and Mr. Layward may still be 
kopt in pay ag additional stugeons in the General Hospital, 
80 long ay circumstances require, with liberty to draw on 
this hospital for the necessary supplies of instrumonts, 
madicines, &e. Aud whoroas the suall-pox hath nade ite 
Appearance at several timag in the army, and a number of 
porsuns linvo beon lately sent out of Boston, and landed at 
Point-Shiriey, with tho small-pox on them, it is highly 
@xpedient to fix on a proper place for conveying such por- 
sons to, 18 may have the smull-pox, with suitnble conve- 
ajancos to prevent its spreading, and to have a surgeon 
and mate of experiance kept there continually, whose sole 
business shall be restricted (a the taking care of tho sol- 
diers, and other persons that may bave the sinall-pox, and 
bo gent thither to provent its spreading. And wheroas Di 
Iseae Rand bas hitherto been employed ag surgeon, and 
My, Lyon as hig matg, to tale cave of the small-pox pa- 
tients, who are willing to remain in that department, T do 
further reconmond that they uiay be continued in pay as 
‘sutygon and ninte for tho service, so long ng occasion re- 
quivess with liberty to dvaw on the General Hospital (or 
ncoessary supplios. 

With all dutiful submission, I romain your 1excolloney’s 
most obediont and most lumblo servant, 

Joun Monaan, 
His Excelloncy Gonoral (Vashington, 


ORDERS BY GENERAL WASHINGTON, 
UWend-Quartors, Cambridgo, Doeombor 12, 1775, 

(Tarote, Egham.) ; (Counteraign, Futter.) 

‘The honourablo the Continental Congress having been 
pleased to appoint Zfenry Know, Esquire, Colonel of tho 
Regimont of Artillery, upon tho new establishment, he is 
td he obeyed as such, ‘Tle Colonels or commanding ofi- 
cots of the five Connecticut regiments, upon the new ostalr- 
lishment, to dolivor to the Adjutant-Genoral to-morrow, al 
orderly timo, an exact list of the commissioned ofleers of 
thelr réspective corps, togethor with a return of the men 
thoy havo each of them inlisted for the abavo rogiments, 
bat ersten . errr to set out to Governour Zim 

A nded th . 

Assitly af te Calne. @ samo, to lay thom before tho 


Hond-Quartors, Cambridge, Docembor 19, 1775. 
Aavole, Canden,) (Counteraign, Chathan.) 
The Major-Generals are to order the militia companies 
to be joined to the different brigades and regiments in their 
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respective divisions, in such a manner as to supply tha da- 
ficioncy of the Connecticut troaps, aud to pete digovdar 
and confusion in case wo should be called to action, and 
mako a report thereof as soae as itis done, As the com 
panics have an inclination to join particular regiments, tho 
General has no objection to it in evory instanco whore it 
can bo done consistent with the good of the service, and 
the allotment to the different oncampments, ‘he Adju- 
tants of every reginont, to whieh any of these companios 
ave joined, are (9 aequaing them with all genoral and bri- 
gade orders, that they may not unknowingly disobey them. 

The Colonels of the soveral regiments, upon the new 
establishmont, may respectively apply to the Commissary 
of the Ordnance Stores for seventy-five stand of arms, late~ 
ly takon in the store-ship from London, ‘These arms the 
Coloucls will be careful to put into the hands of tho soldiers 
most approved for their cme and bravery, and such nue ay 
are infisted for tho noxt campaiin; eoxnet lists of dhelr 
names to be returned to the rospuctive Colonels. ‘Lhe ear 
bines tuken in the said ship ave not to be delivered without 
espocial orders, 








GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOK, 
Cambridge, Pocomber ld, 1778, 

Sm: Your favour of the 11th inst, was handed mo by 
tho two drench gentlonven, Messvs. Penet and Do Pliarne, 
for which Tam excoudingly obliged to you. I have hoard 
their proposals aud plan for supplying tha Continent 
with arms and ammunition, whieh appear plausible, and to 
promise success. But not thinking myself authorized to 
enter jnlo any contraet respecting the samo, and being not 
fully acquainted with the meugnres Congross have adopted 
for procuring those articles, T have prevailed upou them to 
go lo Philadelphia, and vecommonded them, and the cons 3 
sideration of their plun, to that body, where the matter will 
he finally agieed upon or rejected, 

I must request tho fivour of you to furnish every necos- 
sury for uccommodating them, and carriagos, with all ox« 
redition, for carrying them as far as Governour drum. 
ull’s, ‘Choy ara to travel at the Continental exponsa 3 
and whatever charge you may bo at on their account, 
you will bo plensod to transmit to me, and it shall be im 
mediately reimbursed. 

Yours, &e., Gronas Wasiinavon, 
To Governour Cooke, Rhode-Island, 


e — 


” 


WILLIAM BARTLET? 20 GENERAL, WASIINGTON. 
Roverly, Docombar 14, 1773. 

Sm: Lnow forward to your Excellency, by tho bearur, 
three casks of porter, purchased of Capt, iatter 5 ony bare 
vol of lomons, of what was romaming sonni out of the ship 
Concord } ong box of pickles; ono keg of sweoetments; one 
box of wine 5 two cases of wine; one barrel of tea and Joat 
suger; ono box of ovangos, boing all the sound ones an 
hoard tho brig anak, "Pho oranges boing directed to his 
Exeelloncy General Gage, hope they will be the more ne« 
coptablo to his excelloncy Gonoral FPashington, ‘ho box 
of sweetments being all U can find at present on board, 
whon sho is unloaded, if thore should kp any more found, 
shall forward them to your Exeelleucy, ‘hero is on hoard 
the brig Qannak a number of casks of Iemong and limos, 
boing almost all perishod—therefore shall sell them, next 
Monday, at publick auction, if no counser orders are ra~ 
ceived from your Kixcellenay; four loaves of sugar ott of 
ship Jenny, boing all thore was of board. Hope these 
will arrive safe, and clear from frost; and am, with 
the* greatest respect, your Excelleney’s most obodiont, 


humble servant, Winnrast Banton 


ia 

To his Excolloncy Genoral /Pashington, 

: — 

COLONEL MOYLAN 10 GOLONDE: WENTWORTH, 
Cambridge, Docombor 14, 1778, 

Sin: [see by ydhy favour of tha 8d December, that 
mnine to you of the Ist hed not then reached your bands. 
I then desired you would dispose of the cargo hy the Rain- 
bow; also the sloop, ifa tolerable prico could be got for 
hor. If this last is not done cro this reaches your hands, 
you must defer it until further orders. : we 
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Tho two vogsels sent into Winter Harbour were very 
unjustly taken, and are delivered up to their respectivo 
owners. 

Cuptain Adams has his cymplement of men made up, 
Ploase to make my compliments to Mr. King; tell him I 
will be much obliged to him for the invoice af Hour by first 
private hand. 

Captain Manly has been yery successful since I last 
wrote you, having taken three moro valuable prizes. I 
wish the commanders of the rest of our little fleet were as 
active; if they wore, we could conquer our enemies with- 
out loss of blood. Lam, &e., 

Srrpien Moyuan. 


To Colonel Joshua Wentworth, Portsmouth. 





MAJOR ROBERT ROGERS ‘fO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 
Mefiford, (Portor'’s 'Tayorn,) Decombor 14, 1775. 

Sin: I sailed fram Gravesend the 4th of Jure last, in a 
merchant ship, bound to Baltimore, in Maryland, which 
was, at the time I came away, the nighest passage 1 could 
got to Philadelphia, where I waited on the gentlemen that 
tompose the Continental Congross, in order to obtain their 
permit to settle my private aflairs, being much encumbered 
with debts, chiefly contracted in the Province of New- 
York; in which settlament my brother, Colonel James 
Rogers, (who lives in the Province of New-York, about 
twenty miles wost of Connecticut river,) was deeply con- 
corned, being bound for me in several sums of inoney, 
which made it necessary for me to visit hin in my way 
home, and for that purpose came by the way of New-York 
and Allany, to my brother’s, and from thenes to Ports- 
south, to my wife and family, (a pleasure Jong wished fur,) 
haying been six years in Lurope, 

T have taken the earliest opportunity that would permit 
to como to this town, (where 1 arrived this morning,) in 
order to lay before your Excellency the passport I received 
at Philadelphia, fiom the Commitee of Safety there, a 
copy of which is transmitted at the bottom of this letter, 
together with the minutes made thereon by the Commit 
teos of Safety at New-York and New-LHampshire. 1 do 
sincerely entreat your Lixcellency for a continuanco of that 
permission for mo to go unmolested where my private bu- 
siness may call me, as it will take somo months from this 
time to sottlo with all my crgditors. 

havo leave to retire on my hall-pay, and nover expect to 
bo called into tho serweo again. 1 ne Nordh- America ; 
it is my native country, and that of my family, and I jatond 
to spend the ovoning of my days in it, 

I should bo glad to pay you my respects personally, but 
havo thought it prudent to first writo you this letter, and 
shall wait at this place for your Excelloncy’s commands, 

Tam, sir, your Iixcellency’s most obudiont and most 


humble sorvant, Ronenr Roarns, Major. 


To his Excellency Grenoral Washington. 


The following is a copy of tho aforesrid Permit, and the 
Certificates relative thereto, viz: 

J, Robert Rogers, Major, on half-pay in Lis Majesty’s 
army, a prisoner in the custody of the Committee of Safo- 
ty for the Province of Pennsylvania, and being kindly 
trented and protected by them, and enlarged on parole, do 
hereby solemnly promise and engage, on the honour of a 
soldior and a gentleman, that I will not boar arms against 
the American United "Colonies, in any manner whatever, 
during the presont contest between them aud Great Bri- 
tains and that 1 will not in that'time attempt to give intel- 
ligenca to Genoral Gage, tho British Minister, or any 
other person or persons, of aly matters relative to Ame- 
riea, 

«(Siged) * Rourrr Roeens.¥ 
«Philadelphia, Saptombor 23, 1775." 

“These are to certify, to all persohs to whom these pre- 
sents may appear, that the above writing is a true copy of 
the parole of honour given by the bearer, Major Robert 
Rogers, to the Committee of Safety for the Province of 
Pennsylvania, ; 

‘It jg therefore recommended to such persons, that the 
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said Major Rogers, be permitted to pass where his busi- 
ness may lead him, without any hindrance or molestation. 
“ Extract from the minutes of the Committee of Safety. 
(Signed) Winutam Gover, Sec. : 

Philndolphia, September 23, 1775," 


In Provincial Congress at Now-York, October 5, 1778. 
“ The above certificate was read in Provincial Congress 
at New-York. : 
“(Signed) = Naruanze, Woopuvut, Pres’t.” 


Colony of Now-Hampshiro, in Committes of Safoty, 
December 12, 1775. 


© The within certificate was read and considered, and this 
Committee acquiesce therein. 
“(Signed) = Marruew Tuornron, Chair’n.” 





ADVICES RECEIVED IN ENGLAND, FROM AMERICA, TO DEX< 
cemper 14, 1775. 


General Howe has barely six thousand eflective men 
at Boston. The fortifications begun to be erected from 
water to water, within the Neck of Boston, he bas been 
obliged to abandon for want of men sufficient to perform 
the work, 

Genoral Clinton praserves his post at Bunkers Hill. 
The Provincials have abandoned Ploughed-Iill, but the 
Regulars have not taken possession of it. ‘The situation 
of the troops at Bunter’s Lill is truly deplorable; much 
snow, northeast winds, &¢., no fire, poor clothing, salt pro- 
visions, &c., &c. 

The distress of the troops and people at Boston exceed 
the possibility of description. ‘There are advices in town 
of December 14th ; not a coal ship was then arrived. The 
inhabitants and troops litorally starving with cold. ‘They 
had taken the pews out of all the places of worship for 
fuel ; had pulled down empty houses, &c., and were then 
digging up the timber at the wharves for firing; very poor 
clothing, and so scarce of provisions they have been eat« 
ing horso-flesh for some time. 

A diffevenco has brake out between General Howe and 
Admiral Graves, at Boston. General Howe is obliged to 
ropair the light-house with his own people; the Admiral 
rofused to have any thing to do with it. 

The distress of the troops and inhabitants in Boston is 
great beyond all possible degree of description. Neithet 
vegetables, flour, nor pulse for the inhabitants, and the 
King’s stores so very short none can be spared from them. 
No fuel; and the winter set in remarkably severe. ‘The 
troops and inhabitants starving for want of provisions and 
fire. Even salt provision is fifteen pence sterling per 
pound. 

Three coal ships from England, were taken at the 
mouth of the harbour, by the American privateers, as was 
also a vessel with live stock, from Halifae, They board- 
ed another vessol within two miles of the light-house. 

On account of this accumulating distress, the inhabitants 
petitioned General Howe for Jeave to quit the town. He 
refused. hey thon petitioned to go out, leaving their 
effects in the town. But he still refused, Tey consist 
chiefly of the Selectmon and other principal inhabitants, 
and it is thought the General keeps them as security for the 
town, 

Tho Provincial Generals intend, as soon as the water is 
frozen between Dorchester-Neck and Boston-Necle, to orect 
batteries upon Dorchester-Point, No ships nor floating 
batteries can then annoy them. They waited for the frost, 
otherwiso they would have been done long ago. From 
Dorchester-Point thoy can command the town of Boston. 

The Americans ridicule the folly and ignorance of the 
Ministry, in sending transports to Boston, with troops, 
stores, and provisions, so Inte in the season, when, as they 
say, the northwest winds alone will prevent four in five from 
ever getting to North-Amertca, . 

The American privateers constantly cruise at the mouths, 
of Boston harbour, and between Cape-Cod, Cape-dan, 
and Jeffery’s Ledge. ss ee 

Only four companies of one of the last two régiments 
which were sent fad arrived, though the whole ‘sailed to- 
: 
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CONNECTICUT ASSEMBLY. 
Anno Rogni Regis Georgit Tati 1610, 1775, 

Ata Genoral Assambly of the Governour and Compa- 
ny of the English Colony of Connecticut, in New-Jeng- 
land, in America, holden at New~ Laven, in said Colony, 
by special order of the Governour, oa Thursday, the 14th 
day of December, Annoque Domini 1775, Presont: 

Tho Hon, Jonathan Trumbull, Msq., Govornour, the 
Hon, Mattheto Griswold, Kisq., Deputy Governow, Jabez 
Hamlin, tilisha Sheldon, Jabez Huntington, William Pit- 
kin, Roger Sherman, Abraham Davenport, William Sa- 
muel Johnson, Oliver Wolcott, Samuel’ Lluntington, Ms- 
quires, Assistants. 


Ropresentatives or Deputios of the Freomen of tho 

soveral ‘Towns are as follows, viz: 

ILanrvonn: Col, John Pitkin, Mv. Benjamin Payne. 

Fauamwaron: Colonel Isaac Lice, Colonel isher Gay, 

Surrinup: Captain Abrakam Granger, Captain John 
Harman. 

Cononusren: Mr. Daniel Foot, Captain Peter Bulkeley. 

Easv-Winnsor; Colonel Jérastus Wolcott, Mr. Benoni 
Olcott. 

Weacuensrisiy: Colanel Zhomas Belden, 

Syausuumy: Mr, Judah Holcomb, Mr. Elisha Graham, 

Easr-Hanvam; Mr. Daniel Brainard, Mv. Jabez Chap- 
mans 

Sravvorp; Captain Isaac Pinney, Captain Stanuel Da- 
vis, 

Lavvan: Cuptnin Joseph Brooks, My. Josoph Smith, 

Iennon: Captain Benjamin Buell, Mr, Samuel Wilbert. 

Wiraanavon: Major jah Menton. 

Bouron: Mr, Lanjamin Trumbull, Me. Seth King. 

Totvann: Mr, Ichabod Gregys, Captain James Chane 
herlin, 

Ewrtenn: Major Nathaniel Verry, Mv. Nathaniel Cha- 
pin, 

Somnas: Mr. Hezekiah Spencer. 

Mippurrown: Mr, Titus Hosmer, Dr. John Dickenson. 

Winnson: Major Roger Nowety, eyeey Henry Allyn. 

SLAPS UNEY Captain Jonathan Hells, Mr, Abyjah Ho- 
ister, 

Cirarnast: (None) 

N me: Mr. Samucl Bishop, Colonol Jonathan 
Néch. 

Dunas: Colonel James Wadsworth, Mr. Daniel Lal, 

Watuivaronn: Mr. Stanuel Beach, Mr. Oliver Stanty, 

Warensuay: Mr. Joseph Hopkins, Captain bera Brun- 
son, 

Misronn: My. Mphrain Strong, Mr. Isaac Miles. 

Guevonn: My, John Burgess, Mr. Samuel Brown. 

Danny; Captain John Molbrool, : 

Baanvoro: Captain Russell, Mr Daniel Page, : 

Now-Lonpon; Me. Richard Taw, Mr. William Lill 
house, 

Nonwren: Mr. Bonjamin Huntington, 

Kiunuwawortu: Mr UWezekiah Lane. , 

Savunoox: Captain Borjfemin Williams, Captain Justus 
Buck, 

Lynn; Major Samuel Selden, My. John Lay, 2d. 

Sroytnowon: Mr. Nathaniel Minor. 

Grorox: Mr. Thomas Munford, Mr. Nathan Gallop, 

Presvon: Captain Milliam Fitter, Captain Joseph Zy- 
ler, 

Famvieup: My. Jonathan Sturgess, Mr. Thaddeus 
Burr. 

Srrarvoro; Captain Robert Fuirehild, Captain Ichabod 
Lewis. 

a Colonel Thomas Fitch, Doctor Thaddeus 

Gte8, 

Svamvord : Mr, Benjamin Weed, Mr. Thomas Young. 

Greunwion: Colonel John Mead. 

Ringovwan: Mr, Samuel Olmstead, Colonel Philip B. 
Bradley, 

Danauny: Captain Daniel Starr. 

Nuw-Parriety ; Mr. Alewander Stewart, Captain Dan, 
TLowner. 

_ Reppiwa: Mr William Dawley. 
Newrown: Mr, Oliver Qousey, Mr. Daniel Baldwin. 

Winonam: Mr, Samuel Webb, Mr. Ebenezer Devotion. 

Lepanon: Colonel William Williams, 
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Canrenmony: Colonel Jabez Bich, Captain Benjamin 


Bacon. ’ : 7 , 
Coventry: Captain Abenezer Kingsbury, Mr. Jeremiah 
Ripley. 


e 
Prainrisiy: Mr. Joshua Dunlap. 
Ponrrer: Colonel Ebenezer Wibliame, 
Asuvorn: Captain Benjamin Stoner, Mr, Ezra Smith. 
Kinninauy: Mr. Simeon Learned, Mr. Benjamin Lea- 
ving, 
Mansemrno: Captain Amariah Tillians, 
Woonsrock: Captain disha Child, Major Samuel Me- 
Clellan. 
Vonuwrown; Major James Gordon, Mi, Robert Hunter, 
Lrrenvieny: Mr. Jedediah Strong, Mv. Abrahan Brad- 


ley. 
Wanvnvan: Mr. Danicl Sherman, Capt. Increase Mose- 
ley. 
cea nite: (None. ‘ 
Suanon: Mr, John Canfield, Captain®Caled Jerwet, 
Gosnmen: Colonel Ebenezer Norton, My, David Uhomp- 
son. 
Canaan: Captain Samuel Morbes, Mv. Asahel Bobes. 
New-Minvonn: Major Samuel Carjfield, Capt. Sherman 
Boardman, 
Connwant: Mr. ward Rogers, My. John Pearce 
Nauw-Uanevonn: Mr, dbel Merrill, Captain Seth Smith, 
Kenrs Captain Jethro Latch, Captain Justus Sacseett, 
Itanwinron: Mr. Jonah Phelps, Captain Joka IPilson, 
Wrsrmonenann : (None. 
Saasuuny: Captain Abied Camp, Captain James Bird. 


William Williams, Me Spoaker of tho Touse of Repro- 
sontutives; WRichard Law, Ksy., Clerk, 


An Act for raising and equipping « body of Minute-mon, , 
to be held in readiness for the better defence of this 
Colony, 

Bo it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repre« 
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authoe 
rity of the same, That one-fourth part af tho Militia of 
this Colony be forthwith selected by voluntary inlisunont, 
with as many other able-bodied efvetive mon, not ineludod 
in any militin roll, as are inclined to iolist, to stand in rea 
dines as Minnte-men, for the defenco of this and the rest 
of the United Calanica, 

And that such inlistment thay be speedily made, Be tt 
Surthor cnactedy That the Colonels, or chiof ofticars of the 
deneeilte Rogimonts of Militia in this Colony, shall forth« 
with give orders to the Captains, or chief oflicers of the 
sevoral military companios in thaiy Regiments, requiring 
them to call their respective companios togather, and inlist 
the fourth part of tho samo as aforesaid, with such other 
able-bodied oftective mon, not ineluded in any militia roll, 
ts shall voluntarily offer thomsolyos; and said Captains, ot 
chief officers of said companies, shall immediately excoute 
soid orders, and make return of thoit doings to the Colonels 
or chiof officers of the respective Regiments ; and thoreupon 
the Fijeld-Ofticers of ench Regiment of Militin shall form 
stid men into distinct companies, exch consisting of about 
sixty-cight rank and filo; which companies shall havo fiber. 
ty to chooso their own officers, to wit ono Captain, two 
Lieutenants, and one Insign, four Sergeants, one Clerk, 
one Drummer, one Filer, and four Corpornis; and said 
Vield-Officers shall lead such companies to tho choine of 
their commissioned officers, and make rethrn of their choice, 
with a muster roll of their company, to his Honour the 
Governour; who, on receipt thereof, is authorized and de- 
sired to commission them accordingly. 

“And be tt further enacted, 'Vhat his Honour tha Go- 
vernour, with the advice of the Committee appointed to 
assist him in tho recess ofthe Goneral Assembly, bo, and 
he is hereby authorized and desired, to form said com> 
panies into distinct Regiments, and specially appoint and 
empower such of the Miold-Ofticers of the Hogisieots 
of Militia for tho time being to take command of such 
aa dia Regiments as ho shall think proper and oxpo- 

lent. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforestid, 
That such officers and soldicrs shall completely equip 
themselves with arms and ammunition, according to law ; 
and also provide themselves with a gaod bayonet and Icnap- 
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sack, for which thoy shall be allowed and paid each ono the 
sum of eight shillings, out of the Colony Treasury; and 
the Captain of each of said inlisted companies shall pro- 
vido a drum and a fila for theyuse of his company, for which 
ho shall be pnid out of the Colony Treasury, and at the 
expiration of their service, shall secure tho same for the 
usa of this Colony. 

And be tt further enacted, That tho Companies raised 
and formed as aforesaid, shall be called out by their chief 
officors, and meot one half day in each fortnight, the three 
summer months only excepted, either in whole or in such 
divisions, not excocding four in number, as the commission- 
ed officers shull direct, for military exercise, and shall be 
subject to the same penalties for absence or misbehaviour 
as the militia by law are already subject to; which penal- 
ties shall be collected by warrant from the ebiof officers, 
and applied to the use and benofit of said company; and 
the said officers and soldiers shall be allowed and paid out 
of the publick Treasury for each half day they shall meet 
and oxoreisa as aforesaid: a Captain, three shillings; a 
Licutenant, two shillings; an Ensign, one shilling and six- 
pence; a Sergeant and Clerk, one shilling and thice-pence 
each; and each Corporal, Fifer, Drummer, and Private 
Soldier, one shilling. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the officora and soldiers of the Ragiments and Com- 
panies raisod and formed as aforesaid, shall hold themselves 
in constant readiness, to march on the shortest notice, for 
the dofonco of this or any other of the United Colonies, in 
obedience to tho orders of the Captain-General of this 
Colony, or other thoir superior ofticers; and when they 
aro called out into actual service shal! have and receivo 
like wagos and billcting allowance, and be subject to the 
same laws and regulations, as those to which the officers 


, and soldiers already raised and inlisted for the defence of 


this Colony, by order of the Goneral Assembly, are enti- 
tlod or subjected. 

And be it further enacted, That the Regiments and 
Companies raisod and formed as aforesaid, shal) be ex- 
ompted from military duty in any other Regiment or Com- 
pany, and shall continue to be held under the aforosaid 
regulations during the pleasure of the Geneial Assembly, 
not exceeding twelve months (rom and after the first day 
of January next, and shall then be disbanded, and returned 
into the Regimonts aud Companies of Militia to which they 
respectively belong, and be «gain subject to military duty 
therein, gaid inlisiment notwithstanding : Always provided, 
That uo oflicer or soldier inlisted und liable to do duty as 
afvresnid, shall bo inlisted to have or reecive the sum or 
sume granted to said officers and soldiers for their service 
as aforesaid, until he or thoy shall complotely arm them- 
solvos as is hereinbefore directed and ordered, any thing 
herein contained notwithstanding. 

And it is further provided, Vhe provisions of this act 
shall not oxtend to includo or affect the Twenty-fourth Ro- 
giment of Militia in this Colony, 


An Act for encouraging the Manufactures of Salipetre 
and Gunpowder, 

Bo it onacted by the Governour, Council, and Repre- 
sentattues in General Court assembled, and by tho autho- 
rity of the same, Thero shall be given and paid out of the 
Colony Treasury, a premium or bounty of ten pounds for 
every handved pounds weight of good and merchantable 
Saltpetre os Nitre that ghall be made and manufactured in 
this Colony, between the ist day of June, 1776, and tho Ist 
day of January, VITT, and so in oe for a greater 
or'a lessor quantity: Always provided, That in easo any 
proprietor of Saltpotre Works or manufacturers of Saltpe- 
tre, shall, upon application and fequest mado to him by an 
parson ox persons, negloct or reftso to communicate a full 
aecount of the materials out of Which, and the process*by 
which such Saltpatre or Nitre is made, such proprictor or 
manufacturar shall not be entitled to have or receive the 
aforesaid bounty or premium for any Saltpetre or Nitre he 
shall make, auy thing heroin contained notwithstanding. 

Be it further enacted, That a suitable number of In- 
speotors of Saltpetre or Nitro be appointed by the General 
Assembly, and that the claimants of the premium or bounty 
given by this or any former act for the manufacture of Salt- 
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petre or Nitre, shall procure the Saltpetre or Nitre by them 
made to be inspected by one or more of said Inspectors, 
and shall also make oath before such Inspector, which oath 
such Inspector is hereby enabled to administer, that such 
Saltpetre or Nitre was made and manufactured in such Colo- 
ny, out of materials collected therein by bim or them, or for 
his or their account, and that no other certificate hath heen 
had or given for the same; and thereupon said Inspector 
shall give to the claimant or claimants a certificate of the 
quantity and quality of such Saltpetre or Nitre, and (hat 
proof hath been made as aforesaid, that the same was manu« 
factared in this Colony by such claimant or claimants ; which 
certificate being laid before the Committee of the Pay-T'a- 
ble, they shall draw an order on the Colony Treasurer, to 
pay such claimunt or claimants the amount of the aforesaid 
bounty or premium on such Nitre or Saltpetre, out of the 
Colony Treasury, and charge the same to the Colony’s ac- 
count, who shall accept and pay such order accordingly. 

Be it also enacted, That every town in this Colony, 
which hath and doth send Representatives to the General 
Assembly, in which Saltpetre or Nitre works are not or 
shall not be erected, and the manufacture of Saltpetre is 
not or shall not be carried on by some person or persons, 
shall be and are hereby enjoined as soon as may be, to 
erect one set of such works, and carry on the manufacture 
of Nitro or Saltpetre in the same; and that it shall be the 
daty of the Selectmen of each town in this Colony, and 
they are hereby authorized and enjoined at the expense; 
and for the benefit of said town to cause such works to be 
crected, and said manufacture to be carried on in the same 
accordingly. 

Be it also enacted, That no Saltpetre, Nitre, or Gun+ 
powder, made and manufactured, or that shall be made and 
manufactured in this Colony, shall be exported out of the 
sume by land or wator, without the licenso of the General 
Assembly, or his Tonour the Governour and Committee 
of Safety, under the penalty of twenty pounds for every 
hundred weight of such Saltpetro, ‘Nitre, or Gunpowder, 
and proportionably for a greater or lesser quantity, so with~ 
out license exported ; to be recovered by bill, plaint, or in~ 
formation, in any court of record in this Colony by Jaw’ 
oy to take cognizance thereof, 

nd whereas it is necessary that two Powder-Mills be 
immodiately erected in this Colony, for manufacturing 
Gunpowder: Be it further enacted by the authority afore 
said, That a bounty or premium of thirty pounds shall be 
paid out of the Colony ‘Treasury, to the person or persons 
who shall erect the first Powder-Mill in this Colony, and 
shall make and manufacture therein five hundred pounds 
weight of good and merchantable Gunpowder ; also, that a 
bounty or premium of thirty pounds shall be paid out of 
the Colony ‘Treasury, to the person or persons who shall 
elect the second Powder-Mill in this Colony, and make or 
manufacture therein five hundred pounds weight of good 
and merchantable Gunpowder. 

Be it further enacted, That the Inspector or Inspectors, 
who shall inspect and give a certificate for any quantity of 
Saltpetre as before directed, shall purchase and receive 
such Saltpetre for the Colony’s use and benefit, and give 
his or their receipt therefor to the claimant or claimants, 
who shall be pnid therefor out of the Colony Treasury, at’ 
such price as the General Assembly shall ascertain and’ 
aflix. 

And wherens it is expedient that Powder-Mills should 
be so situated as to accommodate the publick in the best; 
manner: Be it further enacted by the authority aforesatd,: 
That no Powder-Mill shall be crested in this Oolony, for’ 
the manufacture of Gunpowder, without the license of the 
General Assombly, or, in thoir recess, of the Governour 
and Council, first hae and obtained, under the penalty of 
thirty pounds for every such offence, to be recovored as 
the othor foregoing penalties in this act are diiected to be 
recovered, 

‘7 
An Act for restraining and punishing Persons who aré: 
inimical to the Libertics of this and the rest of the’ 

Unrren Cononres, and for directing proceedinge,, 

therein. : athe 

Be it enacted by the Governonr, Cornett,’ antl Repre- 
sentatives in General Court assempled, and by the'antho- 
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rity of the same, That if any person within this Colony 
shall dircetly or indirectly supply tho Ministorial Army or 
Navy with Provisions, Military or Naval Stores, or shall 
givo avy intelligenco to tho ofticars, soldiers, or mariners, 
bolonging to the said Army or Navy, oy shall inlist ar pro- 
cure any other to inlist into the sorvica of said Army or 
Navy, or shall tuko up arms against this or cithor of the 
United Colonies, ov shalt undertake to pilot any of the 
vossols belonging to said Navy, or in any other way shall 
aid or assist thom, and be thereof duly convicted before 
the Superior Court, shall forfeit all his ostate ; which shall 
ho accordingly soized by order of the said court, for tho 
nso of this Colony; and such person shall be farther pun- 
ished by imprisonment in any of the jails in this Colony, 
at tho direction of said court, for a term not oxceeding 
thrao years, 

And be tt further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That if any porson, by writing ar speaking, or by any overt 
act, shall libel or defame any of tho resolves of the hon- 
ourable Congiess of tho United Colonies, or the acts and 
proceedings of tho General Assembly of this Colony, mando, 
or which hereaftor shall bo mado, for tho defence or security 
of tho rights and privileges of tho people, and be thereof 
duly convicted heloro the Suporior Court, shall be dis- 
armed, and not allowed to have or keop avy arms, and 
rendered incapable to hold or serve in avy office, civil or 
military, and shall be farther punished gither hy tivo, tin- 
pisonment or distianchiscaent, or find security of the pence 
and good bohaviour, as said conrt shall ordor, and sholl 
pay tho cost of prosecution, 

And bo it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
Chat on complaint being made 'to tho civil authority, Se- 
Joctmen, and Committee of Inapeetion, of the respective 
towns in this Colony, against any person or persons diwel- 
Hing or residing in such town, or any adjoining town, in the 
same County where there is not a Committee of taspec- 
tion, that ho or thoy are iniimienl to the fiberties of this 
Colony, and the other United Colonies in clmcrica, it shall 
ho the duty of such civil authority, Selectinen, and Cont 
milleo, (0 cause evory such person or porsons ty appear 
holore thom to bo oxamined; aud if on examination they 
shall not bo able to satisfy the said authority, Selectmen 
gnd-Committao, or tho major part of thom, that thoy are 
not inimical to this or the other United American Colonies, 
then such person or persons shall be by order of such au- 
thority, Scloctmon, and Committee, or tho major part of 
thom, disarmed, and not allowed to havo or keep any arms, 
until thoy shal} satisfy said quthority, Selectmen, and Com- 
mittee, or the major partof thom, that such person or per 
aons avo frioudly to this aud tho other United Colanies, 

And for tho more oflectual carrying into execution this 
act, according lo the tro intent and meaning thereof, Be 
it Jurther enacted by the anthority aforesaid, ‘hat whon 
any porson shall be duly convioted aud ordered to be dis 
fumed as aforesaid, tho Suporior Court, or civil authori= 
ty, Solectinon, and Committoo aforosaid, as the case may 
happen, aro horeby empowered and fully authorized to 
isso a warrant, signed by tha Clerk of the Superior 
Court, or by ono or more of tho suid civil authority, direct 
ed to the Shoriff of tho County, his Deputy, or to the 
Constables of tho town whoroin such person or persons 
dwell, dircoting and ordering suid officer forthwith to dis- 
acm such person or persons; and in caso he or they shall 
yofuse to resign a his or their arms, said oflicor by and 
with the advico of any ono Assistant, and Justice of tho 
Peace, or two Justices, is hereby authorized to raiso the 
Militia of the County, or so many of them as they shall 
judge needful for the it of carrying into oxecution 
syoh warrant; and all military oflicers and soldiors boing 
duly required, who shall noglect or rofuso to oboy the 
command of such Shoriff, his Deputy, or Constable, shall 
be subject to the same penalty as by law is provided for 
commissionod officars and soldiors who rofuse lo abey the 
Sheriff in the oxccution of his ofico, And all informing 
ofticors aro divagted to inquire after, and due presentmont 
ne of all the broachos'of the foregoing paragraph of this 
act, 

And be it further enncted by the authority aforescid, 
‘That on information being made to any of the County 
Courts within this Colony, by the Selectmen of any towns, 
or thd major part of them, that there dre real ostates in 
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such town belonging to any poigon or persons, who have, 
since tho making of this wet, put, or shall eontinge to hold 
and scroon themselyes under the protection of the Minis. 
tovial Army, or have aided og assisted in carrying into oxe- 
cution the present Ministerin! monsures against Alneriea, 
such Gounty Court within tha County where such ostate 
lieth, aru hereby authorized and empowered to issue a ware 
rant to attach such ostute; an attustod vopy thoreof with 
tho officer’s doings thereon, shall be lof at the last usual 
place of abode of such person or persons, if within this 
Colony, at least twelve days bulore the sitting of the noxt 
County Court in such County; and if on inguiry by said 
court said information shall bea found trae, said court avo 
directed to order said estate go attached to be held under 
the caro of such porson or porsons as said court shall ap- 
point, who shall improve suid estate or estates for tho use 
of this Colony, aid be accountable for tho rents and pro 
fits thereof. 

Whoroas this Assembly, in Alay, 1769, did establish and 
order that tho military excioise called thy Noxfolée Milica 
Exercise, should ho used and practised by the Milde of 
this Colony for the fuuwes And whereas the Continontal 
Army have adopted the military exercise usually called the 
Manual Mxercise, ug ordored by Wis Majesty in the year 
(764, which is esteemed prefornble in many respects to the 
snid Norfolle Militin Icxereiso, fov tho purposo of propa 
ring tho soldiery for rent survicos 

Resolved by this Assembly, Chat for the futare tho 
militnry exercise, ontlod ho Manual Ioxercise, ordered hy 
fis Mujosty in 1764, shall bo observed and practised by 
tho Militia in this Colony; and that tho Golonels, or chiof 
commanding officer of tha respective Regimonts in chig 
Colony, do give ordars to the commanding officers of cach 
Military Company undor theiy command, that thoy gonform 
themselyos thereto, as soon as convonivntly may be, any, 
law or usage to the conuary notwithstanding. 


An Act in addition to a Law of this Colony, entitled in 
Act for the punishment of’ Doserters. 

Be tt enacted by the Governour und Counell, and Rem 
presentatives in General Court assembled, and by the aie 
thority of the same, ‘That if any Soldicr or Marinar, regu. 
Jarly intisted inty, taken, or retained in the service of this 
Colony, or of this and tho rest of the United Colonies, wha 
shall depart without licouse af his commander, or that shall 
desert said service, and shall escape into, or bo within this 
Colony, it shall bo tho duty of an} and every person that 
shall be made acquainted therewith, and ospecially of the 
Constables aud Grand Jurors in the soveral towns in this 
Colony, immediutoly to give notico thereal’ to the next 
Assistant ov Justice of the Poace, who shall, by proper 
warrant under his hand, sause such person forthwith to bo 
npprehendod and committed to the common jail of tha 
County where ho shall be taken, and thera be seoured till 
ho can be returned to his said commander, That if any 
person shall harbour or coneeal any such desorter within 
this Colony, knowing him to be such, such person shall 
forfoit and pry to the Troasurer of this Colony, a sum not 
oxceeding fifteen pounds, at the discretion of the court 
that shall have cognizance thereof, or ¢mprisonad not ox+ 
ceeding two months, at the discretion of said court, and 
that every person that shall be guilty of any breach of this 
act, shall be informed against by the same oflicers, prose~ 
cuted in the same manner, and tried bofere the same court 
mentioned in said law, 

Whereas the Non-commissioned Officoys and Soldierg 
belonging to this Colony, who havo heen employed for the 
yofr pust in the Contifiental Armies, stand Jinblo and 
obliged hy Jaw to pay taxes for their respective polls, yet, 
considoring tho fatigues id importance of tho servicg, 
and boing dosirous to encouraga the future sorviea, and to 
sheav some gratuitous token of approbation to those who 
have behaved woll and sorved out fnithfully tho stipulated 
time by them entered into: 

Be it therefore enacted by the Glovernour, Council, and 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That those Non-comimissioned Ofti- 
cers and Soldiers, who have frithfully discharged thoir ra 
spective dutics as soldiers during the campaign that is pasty 
shall be exempted from paying any txes arising on their 


273 


rospective polls, in the list given in for the year 1775, and 
that those who have already inlisted, or shall hereafter 
inlist into the Contisental Aravy for the ensuing campaign, 
shall be exempted trom paying taxes on their polls in the 
list to be given in for the year 1776 ; and that the persons 
of such us sball so inlist, or have already inlisted, be ex- 
empted from arrest for debt until the term of their seryiee 
is expired, 

An Act empowering the Commander-in- Chief of the Con- 
tinental clrmy, or Officers commanding a Detachment, 
or Out-posts, &c., to administer an Oath. 

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repre- 
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the aitho- 
rity of the same, That the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Army, raised or to be raised by this and the rest of the 
United Colonies, or any oflicer in the service of tha said 
United Colonies, commanding any detachment or out-post, 
shall have power artd authority (o adwminister au oath, and 
swear any person or persons to the truth of any informa- 
tion or intelligence, or any other matier relative to the 
publick service. 

An Act for altering and further ascertaining the Bounds 
and Limits of the Lown of Wusrmonenann, in this 
Colony, 


Be it enacted by the Covernour, Council, and Repre~ 
sontatives, in General Court assembled, and by the autho- 
rity of the same, Vhat the Town of Mcstmoreland, in this 
Colony, shall be bounded east by the River Delaware, 
south by a ting of latitude just forty-one degiees north from 
the Hquator, and extend west on said line to, the termina- 
tion of fifteon £nglish miles west of the dast Branch of the 
River Susquehannah ; from thence to ran northerly a 

*straight line ta the Forks of the River Zaga, and conti- 
nuing tho same course to the north line of this Colony, 
which shall be the west line of said Town and of the County 
of Liteh field 5 and said ‘Vown is bounded north by the north 
line of this Colony, as described in the Charter from King 
Charles tho Second, bearing date the 23d day of April, 
A. D. 1662. And whereas patt of the land contained in 
suid Charter to this Colony is claimed by the Proprietors 
of the Colony of Pennsylvania, by virtue of a grant from 
King Charles the Secont, made subsequent to the grant to 
the Governour and Company,ol this Colony, and a number 
of porsons arg settled on part of said lands under said 
claim, and also numbers of persons are settled on other 
parts of snid disputed territory,‘under the title of this Co- 
ony, whieh ave included within said own of [estmore- 
land, and in order to preserve tho peace of suid inhabitants 
and harmony and friendship between the Colonies, pursu- 
ant to the adyico of the honourable Congress of the United 
Colonics, until tho controversy concerning tho title of said 
lands can be settled and determined, cither by an amicable 
agroement ar same compotont judicature : 

dt is resolved by this Assembly, 'Rhat all the present in- 
habitants on said disputed territory shall remain quiet in 
their present possessions, without molostation from any per+ 
son or persons under the jurisdiction of this Colony, pro- 
vided they bebave,thomsclves peaceably towards the inha- 
bitants settled under the claims of this Colony, and 
provided the persons belonging to this Colony who have 
heen lately apprehended on said lands by some of the peo- 
ple of Pennsyloania, be released, and all the effects, as 
well of those who have been already released, as those 
now in custady, bo restored to them; and ail persons aro 
hereby strictly forbid making any further settlements on 
said lands, without special liccnee from this Assembly,* or 
giving any interruption or disturbance to any persons al- 
roudy sattled thereon ; this temporary provision to remain 
in ‘fovee during the pleasure of this Assembly, and shall not 
aflect or prejudice the legal tidesof this Colony, or of any 
particular persons to any of said lands in company, 

Resolved by this Assembly, That, for the future, the De- 
legates of this Colany who shall be appointed to attend the 
Geneial Congross of the United Colonies of America shall 
be annually chosen by this Assembly at their session in 
Qetober, and such of said Delegates who shall be directed 
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to attend, shall on the fist day of January next alter their 
being elected as aforesaid, attend said Congress, if then sif- 
ting; always provided, that if it shall so happen that said 
new chosen Delegates shall not arrive at the place where 
said Congiess be then sitting, that the Delegates then at- 
tending at said Congress in behalf of this Colony, do con- 
tinue to sit and act antil said new elected Delegates shall 
arrive and take their seats in said Congress, 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Selectmen for the 
time being of each ‘Town in this Colony be, and they are 
hereby appointed Inspectors of Nitre and Saltpetie made 
and manufactured in this Colony, with all the power ani au- 
thority given to Inspectors of Salipetre, in and by an act of 
this Assembly, intituled An act for encouraging the manu- 
factures of Salipetre and Gunpowder ; which Saltpetre or 
Nitre shall, fiom time to time, be delivered to such person 
or persons as his Honour the Governour; and Committee of 
Safety shall appoint to receive the same, and cause it to be 
manulactared inta Powder for the use of the Colony. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That Mr. Titus Hosmer, 
Mr. £phraim Strong, Captain John Holbrook, Colonel 
Jabez Mamtin, and Doctor John Dickerson, be 1 Commit- 
lee to examine where any mines or mineral substances con- 
taining Sulphur may be found within this Colony, and pro- 
cure proper experienced workmen to separate the Sulphur 
from its ore, and make experiments on such ores, as to be 
able to form a judgment what will he the expense af ma- 
nufictuing Sulphur, and whether it will bo practicable to 
earry on that manufacture to any advantage, and make 
repoit to the next session of the General Assembly, or to 
his Honour the Governour, in case they shall bo prepared 
to malo a report before such session of the Assembly; and 
in caso report shall be made by said Committee to the Go- 
vernour, his Honour the Governour, with the advice ol’ his 
Council of Safety, is empowered to give ordeis to such 
Committee to proceed in manufacturing Sulphur for the 
use and at the expense of this Colony, and to empower 
said Committee to ieceive of the Treasurer such sums of 
money as shall by them be judged necessary to be used 
for carrying on said manufacture to the best advantage, 

Resolved, 'Vhar the Brigantine owned by Captain John 
Greggs be purchased for the use of this Colony, to be 
fitted and improved as an Armed Vessel for the defence 
thereof; and that Colonel David Waterbury he a Com- 
mittee to purchase said Brigantine and appurtenances, at a 
price not exceeding one thousand pounds, taking an inven- 
tory of the appurtenances belonging to said Brigantine, 
and 2 bill of sale thereof, to the Governour and Company 
of this Colony; and that he make report thereof to this 
Assembly ; and in case tho said Colonel Waterbury shall 
purchase said Brigantine, that with all convenient despatch 
he proceed with her to the Port of New- Laver, 


Resolved by this Assembly; That Colonel David Water 
bury and Captain Isace Sears be empowered and directed 
to inquire, view, examine, and find out some suitable Ves- 
sel, to be improved for an Armed Vessel in defence of this 
Colony, and what terms such an one may be either pur- 
chased or chartered, with their judgment, estimate, and 
opinion thereon, and report make to this Assembly at theit 
present session, 

Resolved by this Assembly, That Colonel David Fha- 
terbury and Captain Isaae Scars be a Committee to view 
and examine a certain Brigantine belonging to Captain 
John Greggs, at Greenwich, and find whether said Brig 
anting, in their opinion and judgment, is fit to be improved 
for an Armed Vesse) for defence of this Colony, find the 
terms she may be purchased or chartered, and report ac- 
cordingly. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Troops now sta- 
tioned on the sea-coast of this Colony by order of the Go- 
vernourand Couneil of Safety be, and they are hereby con- 
tinued for the defence thereof; that the Battery of Groton 
be furnished with six Cannon—thirty-two pounders, or in 
Jiou thercof, six twenty-four pounders; and that the Bat- 
tery at Stonington be supplied with six Cannon—fwo° 
cighteen and four twelve pounders ; and that the Battery 
at New-Haven be supplied with sixteen Cannon, viz: 5X 
eighicen, and ten twelve-pounders; and that the Harbour of 
Milford bo supplied with six of the Cannon now at New- 
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layer, iC to be obtained: Aud it is further resolved hy the 
authority aforesaid, ‘That the Governour and his Council 
of Safety be authorized and enipowered to supply the Bu- 
teries with said Canon, and suituble Anmunition, frou 
time to dime, as they shall (ind necessary and expedient: 
Provided, nevertheless, Vhat tho Goyernouy and his Coan- 
cil of Safety be, and they are hereby empowered to wug- 
ment, disband, or discharge any or atl of tho ‘Lroopd now 
stationed on the sea-coast, from time to tine, and under 
such regulations as they shall Judge expedient, any thing 
herein contained (0 (he contary notwithstanding. 

Resolved, That Captain Giles Lull, commander of the 
Brigantine Maerua, now in the Colony’s service, be di- 
rected, and he is hereby directed and ordered, fordiwith to 
deliver to Jonathan Ltteh, Bsq., wt Now Slaven, wll the 
Gans and warlike Stores now on bond said Bryguitine 5 and 
having so done, he is further diected to dismiss as imany 
Nanits as he shall think proper, reservin: w sufficient mum 
ber to sail said Brigantine inta Connecticut River, and pro- 
ceed with her with all possible despatch (o Roely-Uill 
aud deliver her to the owner, according to charter party 3 
and ip casg he should be prevented hy iee in the river, he 
is to lay sail Vessel in the most convenient and safe place, 
and to discharge the hands, reserving only a safticient 
muber to take proper care of sail Vessel, amid make re- 
turn to his Honour the Governour and Council of War of 
his proceedings, and make up bts Poutave Bill and Muster- 
roll, and lay de same before dre Committes of Pay-Sidda 
for adjustment aact paynient, 

Resolved by this elssembly, Vhaconn Armed Vessel, in 
addition to (hose already ordered or provided, and also four 
Row-Gallies, bo built or otherwisa procured, suitably 
manned, armed, nad equipped, for the hades of this nnd 
the neighbouring Colonies, ander the direction of his Hon- 
our the Governaurand the Couneil appointod to nssivt bin 
in tho revesy of tho Assembly, who nie hereby outhorizod 
and folly empowered to perform said seryien as soon as 
nay be. 

Resolved by this elssembly, Mat the Colonel of each 
Reyiment of Militia in this Colony, excepting the ‘Twenty- 
fourth Regiment, or in his absence tke chia officer in Uie 
Regiment bo, and thoy ave hereby ordored and directed as 
soon as may be, or at tho time of intisting Minuto-men, to 
eausa the Arms and Amueuition of all the Militia under 
their command to be viewed and examined, and take an 
account thereof; and also take an aceount of the Amiuu- 
nition now remaining in the several town stocks in their 
respective Regiments, together with an account of the se- 
veral sorts nud quantity of Ammunition that each town 
hath supplied or delivered out of their town stocks for the 
use of the ‘Yoaops in the Continental seevieo; and alsa au 
account of tho nombor of Companies and ‘Troops in their 
respoctive Regimonts, with tho names of the Counmissionad 
Otteors, and the nuinber of men in each, aud forthwith 
make return thereof to the Captain-General. 


Resolved by this Assembly, 'Uhut (Villiam Samuel Johu- 
son, Bsq,, for the Counties of airfield and Litchfield ; 
Titus Lfoamer, lisq,, for the County of Lartford 5 Samuel 
Bishop, Ksqy for the County of Newo-2laven ; and Ne 
thantel Minor, Wsq., for the County of New-London and 
Findhem, be appointed, and they are hereby appointed to 
procure a just and well-authenticated aceaunt of the hostill- 
ties committed by tho Ministerial ‘Troops or Navy, whereby 
any damugo has been done to the property of any person 
or persons in this Colony since Marek Jast, together with 
the propar evidence of the ficts related, the number and 
value of the Vessels, either inward or outward bound, 
which have been scized by them since that period, and as 
near as may be their value, with their Cargoes on board, 
when takon, and make retum thereof to his Honour tho 
Govemour, to’enablo him to make proper regurn to tho 
‘Committes of the honorable Continental DONgress ABTED- 
ably to a Resolution of said Congress. 7 

Resolved by this Assembly, That a Chaplain be by his 
Honour the Govornour appointed to cach of the Regi- 
meus fram this Colony in the Continental service, who 
shall receive tho samo wages as haye been given to tho 
Chaplains in the last campaign ; and, as a further encour- 
agomont, this Assembly grants to each of such, Chaplains 
80 in future to be employed, the sum of forty shillings per 
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month during their continuance in said service, to enable 
them to supply their respoctive pulpits io their absence, 

Upon tho information of abrdrew stdams, Meaq. Attor 
ney of ony Lord, the King, gr dhe County of Lites field, 
showing to this Asveably, that Henjamin Nilbarn, of 
itch ficld, iv said County of Litchfield, who is Gicwtas 
nant in the Pirst Miliary ey or Prainetand tn said 
Litehfidd, did at said Latedfichd, at sundey times heawean 
the first day of Nowember Ist and tho data af said) cout 
ploint, utter and declare (hat te wished there were fen han= 
dyed thousand Regular Troops new handed in the Colony, 
aad that he would famediately join with them in order to 
subdue the clmericans, who were in a state of rebellion 3 
that the commanding: officer who fied upon the lawn of 
Gadmouth, doued the inhabicats al said town toa mildly 
and gently, and taueh moe so Can hig would have dove 
Hohe had had the command; that he was determined ta 
jointhe Regulars, wot woukl (itl somy of the inbablinats 
of said Colony; and that he, the said Bayemin, hay diving 
the whole time aforesaid, publickly afirmed and decked 
that the late appressive measures of the British Adminis 
(ration respeeting shrerica, wero coustiauiontl aud cil, 
and that be would willingly join in cuforeing Ui same, aod 
that tho conduet of the United Colonies in America were 
mnvonstitationl and rebellious, &e., praying advice in the 
preinises, 09 ee compliing on file: 

Resolved by this etasembly, hat tho anid) Benjamin 
Kilborn be, aud he is hereby eashiored of his said ofiee ; 
nnd the Captain of sal Gompaiy is bereby direecd to 
lend them te the choice ef a Lieatunant in thy room tad 
stead of him, the said Benenin, and such other Couns 
sioned Offieers as may bo wanted, and make rota to the 
next seesion af this Assembly: And it ts further resalvcd, 
That the said complainant he, and he is hereby directed 
to prosceuto the said Benjamin Nilhorn, in law, lor his suid 
aftinees. 

Whereas, upon tho Memorial and Reprasentation of tho 
‘Lown of Mansficld against Gaptain Hezekiah Bissell, of 
Windham, preferred to this Agsembly at their session in 
Oetober lust, iC was resolved by suid Agsumbly in October, 
that the Seeretary should sorva suid J#isseld with a copy of 
said Memorial or Ropresantation to notily bim to appear 
and anawer thoreto at the next session, &e., and said Hise 
sell wot being notified as aforesaid for want of timo, it is 
now 

Resotoed by this Assembly, That the Seerotary be, and 
he is hereby dirdéted ta serve the said: Aéssedd with a copy 
of said Memorial or Representation, and notify him to ap 
pear before the General Assewbly at their session in May 
next, (o answer thoreto, and also that the Seeretary send 
out a cilition or summons to the Witnesses to. appenr be- 
foro tho Assembly at thoir session in May next, to tostily 
what they know in sapport of said Memorial, 

Upon the Memorint of William Pitkin ont George 
Pithin, of Har(ford, representing to this Assembly unt 
they ave owners of a convenient stream and place for ereet« 
ing a Mill for mmnulaeturing Ganpowder, about three 
miles cast of Connceticud River, in tha ‘Town of Hartford, 
praying liberty to erect such Powder-uill, a4 per Memorial 
ou fio, 

Resolved by this Assembly, Chat the Memovialists have 
Jiberty, and license is hereby granted them, to erect such 
Mill, at such place, for tho purpose aforesaid. 

Upon the information of Peter Bulleley, lisq., of Col- 
chester, against Henry Champion, Esq., of said Colchester, 
preferred to this Assembly : © 

Resolved by this Assembly, ‘That the Secretary be, and 
he bs hereby directed to cause the said Menry Champion, 
Visq., 6 be served with a copy of suid information, and also 
suounon him to appear before the General Assembly at 
their noxt session, to answer unto said information; also, 

Resolved, That the sal Poter Bulilay, Msy., he, aud 
ho is hereby directed to procure and bring forward tha Wit- 
nesses and other evidence ta support and prove the mat 
ters in his said information alledged and complained of, 

Upon tho, Memorial of David Lawley, of Stratford, 
showing to this Assembly that on the 4th day of Sepender 
last past, he sailed on a voyage to the Hest-Jndies, with a 
small cargo on board, in order to purchase a cargo of Gun- 
powder, if it was possible to obtain it; if not, then to invest 
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the nett proceods of his cargo in Salt and Sugar; all pur- 
suant to"and in consequence of the adyico of the Commit- 
tev of Luspeation in the Towns of Fairfield and Stratford, 
and that on Tuesday last he Xeturned from said voyage, and 
that he had been to several of the /est- India Islunds, and 
that all that it was in his poiver to purchase was only one 
hundred weight of Gunpowder, and that with the rest of 
his carga he purchased thirteen hundred and Gve bushels of 
Salt, and cighteen hogsheads of Sugar, and made u contract 
to be supplied with a cargo of Gunpowder, if he should be 
permitted to go a second voyage after it, and then return; 
and that, on his return, he found that his Honour, the Gover- 
nour’s proclamation, for continuing the first embargo, which 
oxpired a few days before ho sailed to the fVest-JIndies, ar 
rived at £ainfedd the day after he sailed, but that he heard 
nothing of it until his return, although he finds now that it 
had been issued sevoral days before it avvived at Lairficld, 
and that although be had it not in his heart to disobey the 
laws of his count, he fears he is liable to a prosecution 
on the matter aforesaid, and therefore prays that he may be 
exempted from any prosecution or punishment on account 
of said voyage, and that he may be dirceted in the disposal 
of said Powder as per Memorial on file appears: 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Momorialist be, and 
ha is hereby, exempted and freed from any prosecution or 
minishinant for or on account of said voyage, and that the 

Lemorialist shall and do disposo of snid Powder equally 
between the ‘Towns of Mainfield and Stratford. 

Upon the Memorial of Adan Bubécock, of New-Laven, 
showing (o this Assembly that he bas a Brigantine, sold to 
a person in North- Carolina, praying for liberty to export 
five thousand pounds weight of Cheese, in part to defray 
the expense of a voyage to recover his effects, as por Me- 
morial on Gle: 

Resolved by this Assembly, That tho Memorialist have 
liberty, and he is hereby permitted, to export to said North- 
Carolina five Ged pour weight of Cheose, in order 
that ho may procure a quantity of Rice for the use of the 
Army. 

Upon tho Memorial of Jedediah Hiderkin and Nathaniel 
Wales, Jv., praying this Assembly to grant them liberty to 
eract a Mill, &@., in the Town of Mindham, (or the manu- 
facturing of Gunpowder, as per Memorial on file: 

Resolved by this Assembly, ‘Chat the Momorialists have 
liborty, and liberty and licepse is hereby granted to thom, 
to erect a Powdor-mill, in the Lown of Windham, for tho 
purpose of manufactanug Gunpowdar, pursuant ta an act 
of this Assembly, direoting tho building of Powder-mills. 

Upon the Momorial of Abraham Fuller, of Kent, in the 
County of Litchfield, showing to this Assembly that he is 
Ovorseor of Indians, at Schaghtacook, and that there bas 
wen considerable exponso incurred in‘curing the sickness 
and wounds of said dndians, 03 i= Memorial on file, on 
whieh Muj Sanued Canfield and Capt. Sherman Boardman 
were appuinted a Commitice, who havo now made their 
Report, that the said Tidians have about ono bondred and 
twonty acres of Land, improved and lying in ono common 
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field; that the same was formerly allotted out to each dndian, 
and therefore can be let out but for little profit ; that many 
of said Indians are now removed, and they are redueed to 
a small number; and that it is advisable that said Lands be 
lensed to defray the expense ; and that David Sherman, the 
Indian who wounded his brother, be assigned in service 
to defray the expense incurred by wounding his brother. 
Which Report is acecpted, and approved; and it is there- 
upon 33 
Resolved by this Assembly, That Major Samuel Can+ 
field and Captain Sherman “Boardman be, and they are 
hereby appointed a Committee, who ave hereby empower- 
ed to make a new allotment of said Lands, to the severat 
Jndians, a3 shall be necessary for their support; and the 
residue the Overscer of said Indians is hereby directed to 
leaso out, for the purpose of defraying the expenses of said 
sickness, and the avails thereof, aver and above, afier re- 
pairing and making necessary fences, said Overseer shall 
, tender an account to the General Assembly ; and that said 
Samuel Canfield, Esq., be, and he is hereby appointed and 
authorized to assign in service the said David Sherman, for 
the satisfaction of such part of the expense as has arisen on 
account of wounding his brother, during such time as shall 
bo nocessary for that purpose; and make report of their 
doings in the premises to this Assembly, 


Upon the Memorial of Daniel Clifford, of Fairfield, in 
the County of Fairfield, showing to this Assembly that, on 
or about the 18th day of October last past, he owned a 
small Boat, of about ten tons buiden, used in the coasting 
business; on which he had londed, on the 2d day of said 
October, four bushels of Indian Com ; and that he, being 
uncertain of the continuance of an embargo, on said 18th 
day of October, procecded to New-York, and there sold 
and disposed of ono bushel and an half of said Corn to 
sundry different people, and brought back tho rosidue to 
suid Mair field ; that he had no design to contravene the 
Proclamation issued to continue an embargo, and that a 
private person had made information to the King’s Attor- 
ney, in Fairfield County; and should he be subject to 
prosecution it would prove detrimental to his cireumstances, 
as per Memorial on file: ; 

Resolved by this Assembly, That said Daniel Clifford 
be exempted and discharged from all penalties and forfeit- 
ures that may be incurred on account of his transporting 
said Com as aforesaid, said embargo notwithstanding, he 
paying all cost that may have arisen on said prosecution. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Trersurer of this 
Colony advance and pay to the Honomable Oliver Woleote 
and Samuct IZuntington, Msqs., the sum of two hundred 
Pounds, towards defraying the expense of attendance upon 
the honourable Continental Congress, as Delegates from this 
Colony, taking their receipt for to account, , 

This Assembly is adjourned, by Proclamation, &c,, until 
his Ilonour the Governour, or in his absence, the Deputy 
Governor, shall see cause to call it to meet again. 


n . 
zea Groras Wyttys, Secretary. 
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COLONEL NOW TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE VIRGINIA 
CONVENTION. 
Norfolk, Docomber 15, 1775, 


Sin; ‘Tho course of service necessarily inducing an in- 
quiry between Colonel Woodford and myself respecting 
our commissions, wo {Gund that mine, from the nature of it, 
had the precedence of his. He conducted himself upon this 
o¢casion in that mamer which Sis knowledge of discipline 
could not but dictate, and with that gentility which never 
forsakes him. It is with difidence, sir, that I undertalce 
this charga ; and [ must add, however honourable, with re~ 
luctanco, as T superseda a gentleman 1 so much estcom, 
whose abilities I know to be equal to the duties of the station, 
and who hith se amply filled the measure of his duty. 

If reat attachment to the noble cause in which | am en- 
gaged, and the strictest attention to my duty, can in any 
manner compensate for want of abilities, the Colony of Vir- 
ginta may rely upon my utmost exertions to serve them; 
in which, I fatter myself, 1 shall not be wholly unsticeess- 
ful, as Tam promised the assistance of my friend Colonel 


Woodford, whose advice I shall upon every-occasion ask, 
and whose aid Lam certain never will be denied me. 
shall be happy to be honoured with your instructions on, 
every occasion, and an exact compliance with your com- 
mands shall be considered as an indispensable obligation, 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your obe- 
dient servant, 


Roverr Hows. 


COLONEL WOODFORD TO THE PRESIDENT OF TITE CONVEN-- 
TION, 
Norfolk, Decombor 15, 1775, 

Sin: 1 wrote you last night; since then nothing material 
has happened ; we still remain in the same situation. This 
morning a midshipman, with a flag of truce, arrived from 
the Otter. That and our answer you have enclosed, All 
the principal tories, with their families and effects, have 
retired on board the ships-of-war and other vessels tu the 
hasbous, of which there is a very lnrgetleet. What they 
intend I know not, and Iam much at a loss to inform your 


* 


R79 


honourable body what steps we'shall take, further than to 
kuep possession of this part of tho town, and word whit 
protection wa cap to the inhabitants that chon it, We are 
mugh ata loss for your firther odors, which we hopett to 
have reevived before this tine, and are not without our 
fears thet some accident must have happened to your ox- 
presse 

Lreveived a lotter this morning fiom Me. Cary Mitchell, 
Our answer is cnelosed, with bi Jeuer, PF have Ue worst 
opinion of the people here; and have uo doubt bat every 
thing relating to us is duit before his Lordship. $f itis 
your intention that «part only of the present force should 
remala at this place, (would submit ic to your considera. 
tion whether the Sceond Regiment, or any part of it you 
may think proper to withdraw, may uot, alter their duty, be 
drawn off 

I wrote the Convention lust night that Thad resigned tho 
command to Colonel Howe. As thot youtleman’s military 
abilities and grew expetience will bo full equal to every 
task, F would ask the Convention's leave of ubsenes (o seo 
ny family, and attend tomy private allaiis, for so long Gine 
aginay be agreeable to them, 1 do not mean this so long 
a4 there is a ptospect of any actual service, either ofensive 
or defensive, 

You have enclosed a return of the suength of the trav ps 
at this place, and for finther priticulus mist refer you to 
several mombars of your vespeetable body, whe ae the 
beurers af dis, 

Tom, with the greatyst respect, si’, your most obedient 
sorvant, 





Witran Woopronn. 


: Ctlor aloap.ofwar, oil Norfolk, Dacombur 15, 1775. 
To the Officer Commanding at Norvorr: 

Captain Squdre’s compliments to the commanding oflicer, 
informs hin that severnt musket balls were last night tired 
at the King’s ship, from some people at Norfolk. Captain 
Squire did not retin tho fie, hom a supposition that it 
wos tone ont of wantomess, Captain Sgrire dovy not 
nivan to fire on the town of Norfolie, unless tivst fired at; 
must bog to know if any hostile intention was mount ty Lis 
Majesty’s ship, and peopla under bis command. 


Answer to the above. 

Colonel Lowe’s and Golanel Moodsard’s compliments to 
Cuptain Sguire, and assure him they gave no orders to fire 
upon the Qéter, and conceive (he musket balls mentioned 
in Captain Squire's mossage to hve come from our guaid, 
who fired hy mistake upon one of our own parties, 

Ronurv Howe, 
Witsam Woupronn. 


a 


CAPTAIN COVENSLOVEN TO LORD STIMLING. 
Poo mvbor 16, 1774, 

Sm: Lwonld inform you that Capitin Longstreet has 
been undor many disadvantages in raising his company, In 
tho first placo, his Licutenant fhiling, put hin back a fort 
night; some people discourage the tnlistment; and others, 
seaing thase that had dulisted, which etd the business 
considerably, However, L hope, with some of our leading 
men, they have agreed to enter to his assistance, with spirit. 
T make no doubt that the company will soon he filled, 
* Your giving somo further indulgence wil! oblige, sir, your 
very iuinble servant, 





Jonn Covennoven. 


Sir, please to oxcuso haste, 
To Colonel Stirling. 


CAPTAIN POLMENUS TO LORD STIRLING, 

Now-Brunswial, Daoombor 15, 1775, 
Stes Your favour of tho 14th instant, Trocolved, and 
note the contents, and shall ondoavour to call in all the 
men out on furlough a9 speedily as possible, 1 find much 
dificulty in keoping the men together, now they ave billet. 
ed about the tewit; but oxpeet to have tho barracks ready 
to go into by Monday or Tuesday noxt, and doubt not by 
the latter end of next week to have my company altogether 
in the barracks, ready for your further orders. I under- 
stood that two or three-companies of our battalion aro 
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expected to lie here rome times if so, shall esteem ita 
vuticular fivoor ol your Lordship if you will coftinue us 
In this town GL such times as we may bo properly equip. 
ped or wanted for immedintodduty. 

Thave the honour to be, my Loud, your Lordships most 
obudient, humble servant, JeunPoiacuains 


Tho Honourable Mart of Stirling, Blizabethtown, 


NEWYORK COMMIS, 


At aoimecting of the General Connnittee for the City 
and County of New York, on Thesday evening, Decem= 
ber {6th, 1776, Presets John Broome, Chairman pro 
ton, 

Colonel Hyer, 
Mv. Janeway, 
A. Rade 

Biv. Vintard, 
Alt, Dinseomb, 
Mi. Stoutenbaryley 
Mr. Riaaelt, 
Me, Quyekinate, 
Mr. Raome, 
Mr. Tanti, 

Ms, Roonovelt, 
Colonel Lauther, 
Captain Donnin, 

The Chairnma faid befors the Committoe a lettar from 
Mathias Willianson, of EUzabethtown, to hig son, request 
ine him to obtnin pennission fiony this Coatmittes to send 
a Chariot to Mle. Johason, in Jamaica, whieh being read, 

Ordered, Vhat the Chairman give permission aecord- 
ingly. 

The Ghainman produced an Inventory of a quantity: of 
Provisions, belonging to Me, Dawdbary, whieh were tiken 
hy the City Guard, going to Lange isda in aider to be 
conveyed on board the elsia, mun-olwar, Mir, Daubeny 
being called in, from his exnuination it appeared that he 
had inadvertently attonipted to send some necessaries on 
hoard the ssid, without tho permission of My, ort, 

Vho question then being put, whether Mr. Daaheny 
should bo dismissed hy reeciving a reprimand from the 
Chairman, was carried in tho aflirmative, 

Mr. Deudeny being then called, and having reevived a 
reprimand from the Chairman, 

Ordered, That he be dismissed. 

Mr. Dimseomb moved that phe Seeretayy enter tho mines 
of the inembors ,as they voted, on creb sido of tho ques 
tion, whieh was unanimously agrecel to, aud ordeted: ges 
cordingly. 

Tho names of tho members as they voted au the ques 
tion relating to My, Daubeny : 

Lior the Aghuittive 


Mr. ‘Tompleton, 
Mer. ‘V, Cartninn, 
flr Mublion, 
Ale. Nowwaod, 
Mr. Briuleet loth 
Ma, ‘Thoop. Anthony, 
Mi. Ray, fan, 
My, Totten, 

Mr. Low, 

Mr. Barling 
Mr, Phomx, 

Mr, Rummy. 


Mr. Van Zande, 
Ma, Cofhert, 
Mr Ray, 

Mi Banker, 
Mer. Johnie, 
Mr. Mans, 
Mi. Akrol, 

Me Ryganel, 
Mi. Bronutad, 
Mi. Jny, 

Me. ohh Anthony, 
Mi. Miller, 


Mr, Ronda, 

My, Pinterd, 
Mr. Dayolsinal, 
Mr. Room, 
Solonel Lott, 
Juptuin Yonnia, 


Mr. Ray, 

Mr. Banker, 

Mr, Johneon, 

Mr, Jay, 

Mee Millay, 

Mr. ‘Tarnploton, 
Kor the Negative, 

Colonel Lashiy, 

Mr. Van Zandt, 

Mr. Gilbort, 


Colonol (yor, 
Mr, Innewny, 
Me, Dunseomb, 


Me. Biinkorhon 
My, Thoop. Authony, 
Mr, ‘Yotton, 

M.. Low, 

Mr, Rumaey, 

Mr. Bronsted, 8, 


Mr. Curtonin, 
Mr. Mulhyan, 
Mr, No woad, 


Mr, Abpol, Mr. Ray, Jun, 


Mr. Stoutenhurgh, 
Mr. Burling 17, 


Mr, Bussott, Mr, Byvanck, 
Mr. Roasevelt, Mr, John Anthony, 

Whereas, many of the Members of this Committee bave 
hitherto neglected to give their attendance at the stated 
meetings, . 

Ordered, therefore, That tho Chairman issu bis order 
to the Door-keeper, directing him to apply to every Mem- 
berawho is absent at this qe, (execpting those who be- 
Jong to the Continental or Provinein! Congressos, those who 
have romoved out of town, qnd those who are in the Provin- 
cial sorvice,) and obtain a declaration in writing whether 
they moan to he considered as members of (his Board, and 
engage to alend accordingly; and that the Door-keeper 
report to the Chairman cach written answer, with all con 
yaniont spead, 

As there are severil persons now confined in the Guard- 
Tlouse, 

Ordered, That Mv. Gilbert and Mi. Dunscomb bo a 
Comnitice to inquire into the offence of the prigonors, pro- 
cure the evidences’ names, and roport the same at the next 
meeting. 
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Tt being suggested to the Committee that one Graham, 
residing tear the North River, has heen amployed in pro- 
curing Provisions, and sopplying the Asia, man-of-war, 
thorewith, ‘ 

Ordered, That William Sloo and Joseph Bauldwin bo 
sont for inunediately. 

Mr. Bauldwin attending, informed the Committee that 
he well knows this Graham to have puichased largo quan- 
titios of Provisions, and that he vorily believed they were 
bought for the use of the man-of-war; that Joseph De 
Groat and George Anderson carted the Provisions, 

TVilliam Sloo declares to the above effect, and further- 
more says, that one Mes, Llaily, in Dey Street, informed 
him (Sivoo) that she was employed by the sud Graham 
to procure alarge quantity of Butter; that David Morris, 
Carponter, can give some further intelligence. 

Major Stoutenburgh, Garret Abecl, John Lasher, and 
Wilkam yer, a Sab-Committeo, appointed to draw upa 
set of Regulations ir the Night Watch, reported that they 
had drawn up said Regulations; which, being read and 
amended, are in the words following, viz: 

Whereas, the Military Night Watch, which has been 
kept for several months past, bas been found of great utility 
towards preserving peace and goad order in the city, aud 
protecting the persons und property of its inhabitants ; and 
ag the continuance of such a Watch has become more ne- 
cossary than ever, from the unsettled state of publick affairs, 
and tho recent instances of insults oflered to the rights and 
porsons of said inhabitants, the Sub-Committee appointed 
by the General Committee to draw up dircetions for the 
Regulations, aro therefore of opinion it bo again published 
in the newspapers, that it is expected tho inhabitants of 
this city continue with willingness and punctuality said 
Watch, agreeably to the rules and orders of the Provincial 

Congress for regulating the Militia, and the directions of 
the General Committee. 

The following directions for the Watch, are submitted 
to che General Committee for their approbation ; 

Wit, That at least one company, properly officered, 
mount guard every avening at such place and time as shall 
bo directed by the General Commitice; that tho present 
Watch bo kept at the Barracks on the Battery, and attend 
thero every evening at six o’clock, and bo discharged at 
daylight in tha inorning, unless it be found necessary by 
the Commanding Officer of the Regiment or Battalion to 
which such company belongs, %o continue the same through 
tho day. A i 

Second. That the Town-Major give notice to tho Adju- 

tant of auch Batuation, whose tour of duty it is, at least 
twenty-four hours before he mounts guard; and that the 
ofticer report to tho own-Major the occurrences of the 
night, and doliver him a return of the men who have been 
on duty, and of the defauliors, which report isto be deli- 
vered hy him to the Colonel, or next Commanding Ofiicer 
of the Battalion to which the company or guard belongs. 

Third. That immodiately after roll-calling, sentinels be 
set at such places ag have been directed by the Commit- 
(eo, or shall be directed by the ‘Town-Major, or be found 
necossary by the officer on guard, 

Fourth. ‘That detachments ba made fram said guard, to 
patrol the streots eFery two hours, under the command of 
a Commissioned or a Non-commissioned Officer, beginning 
nt ten o’clock; that said patrol endeavour, by all means, 
to prevent outrage on person or property; and that all 
offending or suspedted persons, or those who cannot give a 
proper account of themselvos, be by them taken up and 
enrried to the Guard-Room, and there kept in safo custody 
until disposed of in the morning py the Chairman of the 
Committeo, or the Commanding Officer of tho Regiment 
or Battalion to which the company or guard belongs, which 
Chairman or Commanding Ollicer, is hereby authorized to 
examing the parson or persons so taken in custody, and 
release him or thom, if suflicient proof docs not appear to 
rendor their farthor confinemont necessary. And if said 
patrol should discover any person or persons landing or 
taking off goods in the night, they plate a sentinel or sen- 
tinels over said goods, until notice bo given to the officer on 
guard, who shall repair himself, or send another officer to 
the place, to be fully satisfied that said goods are not Iand- 
ed or faden contrary to the Association, or orders of the 
Congress or Genoral Committee, 
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Fifthly. That no wanton alarm be given io the inhabi- 
fants, hy firing of guns or beating of drums. 

Sixthly. That if'any alam shall be given in the night, 
by fire or otherwise, the guard stand to their arms, and the 
oflicer immediately despatch a sufficient detachment to 
inquive into the reason of such alarm. 

Seventhly, or lastly, I is expected by the General Com- 
mittee, that overy officer of the Military Watch adhere 
strictly to the 23d and 24th Artictes of the Rules and Or- 
ders of the Provincial Congress, in fining and punishing 
delinquents. 

Isaac Srournnzuncn, 
Ganunet ABEEL, 


Joun Lasuer, 
Wnaiam Hyer. 


Ordered, That a fair copy of the aforegoing Regula- 
tions be made out and signed by the Chairman, and deli- 
vored to the Town-Major, with orders to have the same 
pasted ona board and hung in the Guard-Room. 

Abraham P, Lott and Peter ET. Curtenius, appointed 
to stiperintend the election of Officers for Beat No. 28, 
reported that they had attended the «said election, and 
that 7Pilliam De Hitt was, by a majority of votes, elected 
Captain of said Beat No. 28, and that Martin Shire was 
chosen Virst-Lieutenant, John Jlorne, Second-Licutenan, 
and John Brevort, Ensign. 

Abraham P. Lott and Jacob Van Voorhics, appointed 
to superintend the election of a Captain in Beat No. 5, 
reported that they had attended said election, and that 
Janes Hesscls was, without any opposition, chosen Cap- 
tain of said Beat, 

Ordered, That tho Officers’ names be sent to the Pro- 
vincial Congress, requesting their commissions to be made 
out. 


GENERAL SCHUYLER 'T0 GENERAL WASHINGTON, 
Albany, Docombor 15, 1775. 

Dean Sin: Your Excellency’s favour of the 23th No- 
vember, I received on the 11th instant. The inventory of 
the military stores taken from the enemy, gave great joy in 
this place, 

With mine of the 8th instant, your Execlleney will re- 
ceive an account of our strength in Canada, It is daily 
decreasing; above an hundred have lelt it since General 
Montgomery's letter. J fear much that by the first of next 
month J shall not have a man lett at Ziconderoga, Crown- 
Point, or Fori-@eorge, of those now there; and T cannot 
learn that the officors to whom I give waryants to raise 
new companies, to garrison those places, meet with any 
success, 

The treaty with the Indians is not yet concluded. 
They havo delivered us the war-belt and hatehet which 
Colonel Johnson gave them at Montreal. When this belt 
was delivered ut Montreal, Johnson had caused an ox to be 
roasted, and a cask of rod wine was prepared; and when 
ho invited them to tho ferst, he said it was to cat a Bos~ 
tonian, and to drink his blood. ‘The sachems of tho $21- 
Nations, prosent, refused to partake of the feast, or to let 
the warriors sing tho war-song; but took the belt'to lay-it 
before their Grand Council, We have now suflicient proof 
that tho Ministry attempted to engage the savages to fight 
against us, 

The Mohawks baye received a severe and publick repii- 
mand from the other nations, because they did not imme- 
diately send for the few of the tribe that were in Canada, 
some of which were killed by our people. , 

I do myself the honour to enclose your Exeelleney 
copies and extracts of my lute lotters to Congress, ~ 

Ihave not heard a word from Colonel Knox since L teft 
him at Fort-George, The weathar is so moderate at pre- 
sont, that Tam in hopes he has got most of tho stares to 
Lort-George. 

I am, dear sir, with every sentiment of esteem, your 
Excellency’s most obedient and most humble servant, 

Pumie Sonvuyser. 


Ilis Excellency General Washington, &c., &e. , 





GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOSEPH REED, 
Cambridge, Desomber 15, 1778, 


Daan Sut: Since my last, 1 have had the pleasure of 
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receiving your favours of tho 28th ultimo, and the 2d_in- 
stant, L must again express my gratitude for the atten 
tion shown to Mis, Mushington, at Philadelphia, Mt 
cannot but bo pleasing, although it did, in some menswo, 
impede tho progross of her journey.* , : 

Fam nueh obliged to you for tho bints contaiied in 
both of the above letters, respecting the jealousies whieh 
yau say aro gone abroad. TP have studiously avoided, in 
al Jettors calculated for the publick eye, (L mean for that 
of the Congross,) every expression that could give pain or 
unoasiness; and 1 shall observe the same tule with respect 
to private letters, any farther than appears absolutely ne- 
cessary for the elucidation of acts. 

[ cannot charge myself with incivility, or, what in: my 
opinion is (antamount, ceremortious civility, lo the gentle 
mon of this Colony; but if such my conduct appenrs, L 
will endeavour ata reformation, as Lean assure you, my 
dow Reed, that {wish to walk in such a line as will give 
nmiost general satishiction, You know that it was my wish, 
ut first, to invito a certain number of the gentenien of this 
Colony cvery day to dinner; but, unintentionally, we some 
how or other missod of it. If this has givon rise to tha 
jealousy, I can only say that Lam sorry for it; at the samo 
time Ladd, that itivas rather owing to inattention, or, more 
properly, too much attention to other mattors, which caused 
me to neglect it, 

The extracts of letters from this camp, which so fiequont- 
ly appear in the Pennsylvania papers, ave not only writton 
without my knowledge, but without my approbation, us f 
have always thonght they must have an anlivourable ten« 
doney 5 but there is no restraining men’s tongues or pens, 
whan charged with n litte vanity, ag in the accounts given 
of, or yather hy, tho riflemen, 

With respect to what you have said of yourself, and your 
situation, [can only add to what T have before said on this 
subject, that whilst you leave the door open to my expec 
tation of your retin, E shall not think of supplying your 
pluce. I ultinately you resolve against coming, E should 
bo glad to kuow it as soon as you have determined. 

‘Cho Congress have vesolved well, in respect to the pay 
of the mon; but if they cannot get the money signers to 
despatch thoit business, it is of vory litle avail; for wo 
have not, at this timo, money enough in camp to answor 
the Commissary’s and Quartermaster’s accounts, much less 
to pay the troops, 

‘Tho account which you have given of the sentiments of 
the people respecting my conduct, is oxtremely flattering. 
IT pray God that 1 way continua to deserve them, in my 
porplexed and intricate situation. 

Our inlistinent goos on slowly. By the returns: lust 
Monday, ouly tive thousand nino hundred and seventeen 
men are engaged for tho ensuing campnign ; and yot we aro 
told that we shall got tho number wanted, as thoy avo ouly 
playing off, to see what advantages are to be mndo, and 
whether a bounty cannot bo oxtortod, oither from the pub- 
Yok at large or individuals, in ease of a draft. ‘Time only 
ean discover this, ] doubt the measure oxcocdingly. 

Tho fortunato capture of the storo-ship has supplied as 
with flints, and many othor articles we stood in nvod of; 
but we still have our wants. 


Tam, &o., Grorue Wasninoron. 


GENERAL WASIUNGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 
Cambridgo, Docombor 15, 1775, 

Sin: Your favours of the 7th and 9th instant I receiv- 
od, and was much pleased to hear of the zeal of the pea» 
plo of Connecticut, and the readiness of the inhabitants 
of tho several towns to march to this town, upon their be- 
ing acquninted with the behaviour and desertion of their 
troops, 

Thavo nothing to suggest for the considuration of your 
Assembly ; Lam confidont they will not bo wanting in thoir 
oxertions for aupporting tho just and constitutional rights 
of the Colonies. : 

Enclosed 1 sond you n list of the officors and companies 
under the new establishmont, with the number of the mon 

* Camontpar, Deecmbey 14, 1775.—TLast Monday night camo to 
town, fiom Virginia, the lady of his Excolloncy General Washington, 


and tho fady of tho Hon, Adjutant.Gonoral Gates, uscompanied by 
John Custis, Uaqy and ludy, and George Lewis, Haq, 
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inlisted ; tho roturns only enme in to-day, or T would have 
trausmitted it before, ‘ 

Having heard that itis doubul whethor the Reverend 
Mr, “Leanard, from your Calony, will have it in his power 
to coatinue here as a Chaplain, 1 eannot but express some 
concern, as TE think his depatare will bea loss. tis gen- 
eval conduct: hag been exemplary and: praiseworthy 5 in 
discharging the duties of his office, active and industrious; 
he has discovered binsel! a warn and steady fiend to his 
countly, and taken promt pains to animate the soldiery, avd 
impress them with a knowledge of the important rights we 
are contending for, Upon the late desertion of the troops, 
he gave asensible and judicions discourse, holding forth the 
necessity of comage aud bravery, and at the same tow, of 
obedionce aud subordination ta thase in conumand, 

Ja justice (o tho merits of this gentleman, T thought it 
ouly right to give you this testimonial of my pinion of him, 
and to mention hin to you asa persog worthy of your aye 
teem and thatof tho publick, . 

Jam, sir, &e., 

"To Governour Prumbudl, Connectiont. 


Groran Wasittnaron, 


NORERT 2, AIMUSON ‘TO JAMES WARREN, 
? Tuubridyo, Docomber 15, 1775, 

Sm: L have it in command from his Hxcolleney, to 
transmit to you the enclosed letter, trom John Dalton anit 
Iilliam Ramsay, Maquires, two of the Committeo for the 
County of Mairfiny, inthe Colony of Virginia, by whieh 
you will sae that thoy hava sent the sum of fifly-threa 
pounds thirtoon shillings and threa pence, by Joda Custia, 
Msq., who arrived here this week, for tho sufliving poor of 
Baston, As your honourable Court may wake a distribu 
tion of this mony ina manner, probably, which will botter 
answer the benevolent intentions of the contributors that 
what bis Iexcelleney can, it is his dosie that you will have 
an order made respeating the samy, and send some porson 
with it, to whom the mouey may he paid. “Che lettor you 
will plenge to return, 

T have the honour to be your very humble servant, 

Rone HW. Tannton, 4,0. C. 

Yo tho Ton. James Warren, Esy., Speaker. 

P.S. If you can certify that tho other donations were 
received, it will give tt Fairfawy Committea satistyction. 

pee 


e 
TO WILLE BARTERI, @8Q., BRVERLY, 


Cumbindyo, Dosambor 15, 1775. 
Sinz Acknowladged receipt of lig lettar, with patition 
from Committes of Correspondence of Beverly, It any 
cannon, not inmediutoly wanting for the armed yvesaels, to 
bo Jont thom, Shot to be lent. Powder found on honrd 
tho prizes to he dotuined in his hauds; and, if absolutely 
wanting for tho town, to bo leut, 


COLONEL MOYLAN TO WILLIAM BARTLETT, 
mmbrldgo, Docombor 15, 1778, 

Sin: Your favour of tho 14th came to hand, with tho 
sundry articles therein mentioned. L,was in hopes there 
wag some potilod porter, which would have been much 
more agreeable than that iv cask, The General sonds back 
the tea, which T am informed consists of two canisters 
only, ‘The barrel of lemons was vot balf full, There was 
somo preserved ginger on board the Antigta, which would 
be very agreeable. z 

Captain Lowrie just now delivered yours of the 11th. 
Iffs Hxecllency thinks the price of teams, as fixed by the 
Province, full sufficient; he will not raise the price, His 
Fixcelloney approves of your selling the lemons and lines, 
the potatoes, cabhago, and every thing perishable, on board 
the different prizes, | ® 

Captain Lowrie aud Captain Luster have liberty to stay 
at Sa/em on their parole, fet thom have their wearing 
apparel, and what tayou appears clearly to be thelr privata 
property, taking their receipts for what you give them. 

Mr. Burke will deliver you this. You are ordered to give 
him and Mr, Gregory all their private property, taking 
thair receipts. You must also give Captain Adany all hig 
private property, taking his receipt, 
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Attend (0 former orders, by preventing ombezzlements. 
As the court is not yet established to bring on the trial, 1 
have nothing further to mention to you concerning them, 
than that all possible care mugt be taken of every article. 
Four loaves of sugar are all that came to hand, 


Tam, sir, yours, &e., Sreruun Moyay, 
To Hillam Bartlett, Usq., Beverly. 





COLONEL MOYLAN TO WILLIAM BARTLETT. 
Cambridge, Decombor 15, 1775. 

Soe: Lwroto you this day by Mr. Burke, to which you 
will pleaso bo referred, 

The General was much surprised at the rapacity of the 
crews, in stripping the prizes of ovory little thing they could 
Jay their hands upon, Et is now his positive command, 
that you make strict inquiry for the different articles which 
have boon taken, ang such as can be got, returned to the 
proper ownors ; and that such articles as cannot be found, 
must bo made good to them—the samo to be deducted 
from the shares of those whom it can be proved the pilla- 
gers. If they cannot be found out, it must be a charge 
upon the one-third belonging to the captors. Of this you 
must nequaint Captain Manly and the agent for tho peo- 
ple, if any such is by them appointed, 

Tt is his Mxcollency’s desire you will pay a strict atten- 
tion to this order, and that he may uot be plagued with any 
more applications of this sort. 

Srerunun Moynan. 


To Milliam Bartlett, Wsq., Beverly. 


Opinion given by Jouan Denx Van der Careraen, upon 
the request of the King of Gruar Bruraty for the loan 

* of the Scoreu Brigade, in the Assembly of the States 
of Ovenyssnin, on the 16th of Decusuun, 1775, and 
inserted in the Records of that Province. 

Honourable and Mighty Gentlemen: 

Tho request of a neighbouring Power for some troops 
of this State, to be taken into their service and pay, is, in 
the present state of Hurope, an aflnir of so great conse- 
quence to ow Republick, that 1 choso rather to communi- 
cato ny sentiments to you in writing, desiring, at the same 
time, that this my opinion be inserted in the Records of 
this Province, . 

Assisting a (orcign Power with troops, ineorder to extri- 
cato then from trouble? in which they are involved, is 
simply no toss than engaging theroin, choosing a party, 
and putting ourselves in daugor of being deeper involved 
than may, at first, be foresoon or wished for, and thus ex- 
posing ourselves to all ho consequences of the first stop. 

Ou Ropublick Qvhich, though it Hourishes only by 
poace, yet has constantly been engaging in unsuccessful 
wars, subsists principally by commerce and agriculture, and 
to both which, but especially the former, suflicient oncou- 
ragemient has not heen given) is, by the groat influence of 
some, and blind zeal of others, brought to so low a state of 
power as only tobe recovered (if any remedy he still left) 
by obsorving a strict neutrality in all quarrels throughout 
Fhorone, Jivary proposal, therefore, however plausible, 
must be tried by this touchstone, and rejected if it does 
nat stand the test. Of this sori, (and nobody can take 
amiss that I speak my sentiments on what regards tho State 
so nearly with the true spirit of Batavia freedom; I even 
look upon myself as culled upon, and that silence would 
be criminal when to speak is my duty,) I say, of this sort 
is that you are now deliberating upon; at least, I view it 
in that Hight. The torch which nbdw burns in America 18 
capable of inflaming all Europe, already full of combusti- 
bles. If assistance is ollered te England, America will 
not want it on hor side. 

Tho Ifouse of Bourbon, and alt who wish tho peace of 
Europe and fieodom of commerce, look with a jealous eye 
on the greatness of Jngland, in raising it to which we 
have most unaccountably sacrificed omeelvos without any 
reward or national profit whatever, and by which the ba- 
lance of power in Murope, which cost such an effusion of 
hlood, is ontirely lost; insomuch that wo now behold that 
Kingdom exercising an imperial power on the sea, even 
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much greater than was ever known to exist before; and 
it is more than probable a blow will be aimed against her, 
when a proper opportunity occurs, in order to stab her to 
tho quick. 

What will then be the consequence ? No other than 
secing ourselves again involved ina destructive war with 
one of our mightiest neighbours, (France) who, from a 
reciprocal interest, is our natural fiend, and can wish 
nothing more than that there should exist such a neutral, 
and by trade flourishing, Republick as the United Pro- 
vinces, to carry on, (by means of our extensive shipping 
and naval force,) with mutual advantage, their navigation 
and commerce, when obstructed by their wars with England. 
This appears obvious to me, besides other reasons of no 
loss consequence. 

What advantage can this Republick expect from this 
cession of troops? What advantage has ever accrued to 
her from her near alliance with Great Britain? What 
reward has she received for her ever faithful assistance, sa 
cheerfully and readily granted? That Kingdom, on the 
contrary, got, at the end of the Succession war, (which 
proved so fatal to this country,) besides her extensive con- 
quests in America, nothing less than the key to the Medi- 
terrancan, Gibraltar and Minorca ; and what we, but (as 
acertain writer too justly pores) an nrecoyerable aud 
exhausted treasury, the just fruits of our folly ? 

Not only the advantages of our commercial treaties, so 
strictly observed on our side, and by which we are granted 
nothing more than the law of nature and nations require, 
but even a free navigation and trade, have been denied us. 
Our ships were searched and confiscated at pleasure when 
trading on the freo seas, which Lelong solely to the great 
Creator; nay, even on our own coasts, Their courts de- 
clared goods to be contraband which really were not so ; 
and they have treated us ofion in a manner by no means 
suitable to a free and independent State. 

Let these just causes of complaint be removed, and tha 
immense sums taken from our merchants refunded. Then 
shall I allow myself to deliberate on rendering services 
which we are by no means held to do, and show my rea- 
diness, provided our own circumstances and the state of 
affairs permit/it. 

This brings me to my last observation, Though not 
as principals, yet as auxiliaries, our troops would be em- 
ployed towards suppressing (whut some please to call) a 
rebellion in the American Colonies ; for which purpose I 
would rather see janizaries hired than’ troops -of a free 
State. In what an odious light must this unnatural civil 
war appear to all Auvrope, a war in which even savages 
(if crodit can be given (o newspaper information) refuse 
to engage ; more odious, still, would it appear for a peopta 
to take a part therein who were themselves once slaves, 
bore that hateful name, but at last had spirit to ight them- 
solves free. But above all, it ust appear superlatively 
detestable to me, who think the Americans woithy of every 
man’s esteem, and Jook on them asa brave people, de- 
fonding in a becoming, manly, aud religious manner, those 
rights which, as men, they derive from God, not from the 
Legislature of Great Britain, Their mode of proceed- 
ing will, I hope, serve as an example fo every nation de~ 
prived, by any means, of its privileges, yet fortunate 
enough in being able to make suitable efforts towards re- 
taining or regaining them, 

These are my reasons, which I look upon as sufficiently 
convincing; but must further observe, that Lam not without 
apprehensions that this cession of troops may lead towards 
an auginentation of our own, of which I am daily more 
and more afiaid. An overgrown ynilitary power ig tog apt 
to interfere in civil and criminal jurisdiction, and crcates 
an imperiua in imperio, which frequently obstructs the 
administration of justice. In neighbouring monarchies 
there are many proofs of this. In Znglend it is unknown. 
It is one of the dreadful innovations of the last century. 
Bitter complaints of it were made throughout Hurope, 
and, in my opinion, it ought never more to be mentioned 
in this Republick; yet, sorry Lam to say, this militery 
spirit gains ground more and more, and serves only to dis- 

solye the weak bands which have hitherto, in some de- 
gree, connected the armed and unarmed part of our < 
try, and which only can make the former retaim any 3 lea 
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of their dependanea on, wud submission to, the civil pare 
Jor all those reasons, {find myself bound to give the fol- 
towing opinion : ‘Phat, as the interest of the Republi i 
aeneral, und the Province in particular, does not require or 
adusit the cossion of these teaps, tnd could not even be 
done without a niunilest injustice to people wha have no 
ways injuted us, it becomes necessary, for the prosont, not 
to grant the Kiug of Great Britain’s request. 

As this ailair, trom its nature and consequences, (which 
are very uxteusive,) does not eome under those points 
whieh belong to the daily adwninistiation of Provincial al- 
faivs, Lirust chat wy nogative voice will, in the end, huve 
sueb influence, and be of so much eflict, as is consistent 
with what of old has heen, and still is, customary ,* in such 
easos, in your High Mightinosses’ Assombly, 

JOD. Van onn Cavniann, dof den Poll. 





UNPRACT OF A LETT FROM LONDON, TOA QUNTLEMAN 
IN VIRGINIA, pATHO pnubMBre 16, 1775, 

The King's Speech was calculated to inflame, rather 
than allay animosities, ‘Cho pretence of hypourisy in tha 
Americans, and denunciations of decisive exertions, 1 can 
vasily see will have no good eflvet. In pursaanee of the 
spirit of the Royal denunciation, the Parliament have shat 
up all the ports of America. At the sane tine, lor a show 
of clumoncy, Comnnissioners ave to go over to reveive: tho 
sobutissions of those who will come into the Roy al standard, 
pardon them, aud restore their ade. Another act has 
also passed, allowing Nova-Seotia an exemption four all 
taxud, they paying cight per cot. on all goods importod 
fiom any parts except Great Britain and its dominions. 
‘The other Colonies are to be allawed this plan if they 
Choosd (o accept iG; but in this plan ngdad is cousicdered 
as haying au jndefinito legislative power over the Colonies, 
and the acts altering the Constitution of Mussachusetts- 
Bay, tho Canada Bill, indeed all tho acts complained 
‘usainst, are to rensain aurepealed. 1 know of no probubi- 
lity that we shall have any botter terms offiied, wiless sonsa 
nows should arrive of success on the side of the Provine 
vinls. Af Bunlcer’s PRL should bo retuken, St. John’s ro- 
doced, &e., matters might take a somewhnt more fhyour- 
able carn. At present the nation is against as, and think we 
shall ba an casy pray, New- Mugdand, they confess, will 
do something ; the other Colonies, they say, nothing, An 
account is lately received that Lord Daunore, with eighty 
requlies, beat five hundred Firginians. 1 ciunot believe 
it; bat if, unfortunately, it proves tao, it will strengthen 
tho Ministry and dishearten our frieuds, who are alrondy but 
low, dderope is quiat, and like to be so, Administration 
will raseive no check in their carcer of vengeance, unless 
given by our troops, 















SAMUEL TUCKER TO LORD SPERLING, 
‘Tronton, Ducombor 16, 1775, 

My Lorn; Your favour of yostorday is belaro mea, and 
observe the contents, With it, L received por Camp, two 
memorials, one fiom Yedles Mead, recommonded by a con- 
sidorable number of respectable signers, for the ‘Licute= 
naa’s commission ; the other memorial from George Ross, 
the third, of Springfield, in the County of Lssee, supported 
by a great number of respectable signors, for the Kusign’s 
comission in Captain Meckers Company, altedging that 
ho bas inlisted a considerable number, aud ought to have the 
Ensign’s commission ; both directed to the Committee of 
Safay. I, therefore, could not fill up these commissions 
uatil directed by the Committee of Safety, which must 
meat, unluss it cun be setiled without, All the other com- 
missions I have filled up, and now send you by Caleb 
Camp, Usq,, as stated at the foot of your lettur,” 1 wish 
the matters may be settled, as 1 am of opinion the Con- 
wiltoo will pay attention to the matters set forth in the me- 
miorials, more especially as they avo supported by so many 
persons of caution. 

An answer will obliga your asgurod friend, and most obe- 
dient, humble servant, 








Sanven Tucker, 


¥ At tho commoncomont of the Ropublick, unanimity waa necessa- 
ty in choir determinations, A single nogative was sufliciont to rejoot 


any proposition, ‘é : 
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LORD STERLING PO CAPTAIN LONUSTICDEE, 
Ebanbothtown, Bononsber 6, 1775, 


Sins Your Léeutenant, Mi Sedened, this moment in 
forms me, that you are arvived at aladay with part of your 
Comping. 1} hope the rest will be there soon. Lacury, 
the Commissary, will take cate to finnish your Company 
with provisions according to the orders of the Continental 
Congress, and will call on you on Monday, and will ad 
vance you such money as the incomplete: stato al your 
Compiny will admit of. You will mount a guard at the 
barracks, of a sergeant, a corporal, and twelyo men, and 
keep your men as much within the larmeks as posgihle. 


ans SvTrenind 
To Captain Lonestreet, , Nite 


LORD STIRLING ‘PO CAPTALN FOIEN CONWAY. 
Mizabothtown, Decumber 16, 1775, 
Sins You ara hereby requested todleliver to My, fade 
Man bmberg the keys of the stores of he bareacks at cla 
boy, with all the stores therein, taking an exnet account of 
the same; and if no other troops be arrived at those bars 
racks, or at «tmdoy, you ara desied to pick twelve or 
twenty-four men out of your Company, such as you can 
best depend on, as a guard for the possession of those bar 
racks, aud the stores thery, Mr. Pant Hmberg will supply 
them with provision according to the orders of the Cont. 
nentil Congress. ‘Che renuinder of your Company may 
stay al Brunswick ull further ordors, wid go immediately 
into buracks. Captain Podhemus’y Company is also to go 
jmnadiately into baracks, and both to receive provisions 
fiom thy Commissary, May Garry, ov his deputy. 
Seung, 





To Captain Conway. 
LORD STIRLING TO JOUN VAN RMR. 
Mizuhothtown, Dosombor 16, 1775, 

Sinz You ave hevaby requested to tiko ipto your pos- 
session the keys of tha barrack-stores at clnboy, with all 
such stores as you will find there, or that you will reevive 
from Cuptain Conway, agrecably to an ordur I now send 
him. You will observe to tnke an exnet account of tho 
glores you receive, and of the expenditure of them, 


Vo Mr, John Vin Emberg. SriaNG. 


— 


REGANTATION OV JAMES JUDD, 
. Norwalk, Connagtiont, Docombor (6, 776, 
1, James add, of Danbury, in tho County of Mainfiedd, 
have this day been brought before tha Committees of Ine 
spection of orwadle, and detected in ny wielced and mis- 
chiovous striving to undo, and bring destruction and ruin 
on my bleeding country, by going on board sundry af the 
King’s ships in New- York, and then and (hore gave in ny 
name, and there held criminal correspondence with aman 
called Governour Zryor, who gava wo as a prosent, four 
pamphlets, to inflame the county people against the ro- 
solves of the Continental Gongross and Committees, which 
T had a design to spread in the country, which L now con 
ceive was very wickod and wrong to do against my coun- 
ty, and am now heartily sorry for, and request the forgive. 
ness of all truco frionds to the Ondéted C8lontes ; and hereby 
promise and engage to give information of all plots and 
intrigues laid, or hereafter may be laid, to circumvent or 
disconcert any of the resolyos of the honourable Conti+ 
nental Congress, or any other Congress or Committee un- 
dor them, but will freoly take upearms and fight for my 
country, against tho Ministerial army, or any under thom, 
Inecontirmation of what js above written, I have volunta- 
rily, with my own hands, committed to the Mamos the above 
mentioned pamphlets, 
Tn witness whereof, I have hereunto sot my band, the 
date above. “ James duvn, 
‘A trua eapy of the original, 
Jugan Ravaonn, Clerk, P. TL. 


— 





. 
GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO GENERAL WoostHR, 
Hoad-Quartora bofora Quaback, 
Docomber 16, 1775. i 
Dear Genera: Tho bearer, Mr. Melehior, T sont ox- 
press to St. John’s for artillery stores; bo so good ag to 
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givo him all the assistance in your power, particularly in 
money ilattors. Yesterday we opened a battery of five 
guns and a howitzer, and with very litle effect. 1 at- 
tempted to summon the Govarnour by a flag of truce; he 
would not receive any letter. The enemy have very 
hoavy metal, and I think will dismount our guns vory 
shortly; some thoy have already rendered almost useless, 
This gives vory liule uncasiness; 1 nevor expected any 
other advantage from our artillery than to amuse the enemy 
and blind them as to my real intention. 

I propose the first strong northwester to make two attacks 
by night: one, with about a third of tha troops, on the lower 
town, having first set firo to some houses, which will, in all 
probability, communicate their flames to the stockade lately 
erected on the rock near St. Rogue; the other upon Cape 
Diamond bastion, by cscalade. “{ have not time to point 
out my reasons for this particular attack; let it suffice that 
it is founded on thesnaturo of the grounds, works, and the 
best intelligence L favo been able to procure. However, 
I am not certain whether or no the troops relish this mode 
of proceeding ; I am fully convinced of the practicability. 
But should it not appear in the same advantageous light to 
the men, I shall not press it upon them, well knowing the 
impossibility of making troops act with the necessary vigour 
on such an occasion, if their minds are possessed with ima- 
ginary terrors, 

We aro oxccedingly weak, it is true, but the enemy ara 
80 too, in proportion to the extent of their works; and as 
thoy know not whero they will bo attacked, all must be 
guarded ; indeed, their apprehensions for the lower town, 
induco them to bestow their groqtest attention on that quar 
tor, T hope the arms, lead and flints are on the way. I 
could wish for a reinforcement if to be spared. We have 
not much above eight hundved men fit for duty, exclusive 
eof a few ragamuftin Canadians. 1 believe you will not 
think it proper to let the contents of this letter go abroad. 
Should you have no accounts of any cash on the way, I 
mast hey you will send an express to hasten it. I shall 
soon ho exceedingly distressed if a supply does not arrive, 
T must therefore beg you to raise what you can for fear of 
accidents, Let a considernble number of shirts be sont 
down as soon as possible; our mon are much in want of 
them. [ must refer you to Mr. Melchior for particulars. 

Believe mo, dear sir, with much esteem, yours, &c., 

e Rictann Morreonery. 
To Goneral Mooster. - 
e 


GUNERAL NONTAOMERY 10 GENERAL CARLETON, 
Molland-Houso, noar Quobsok, 
Dooombor 16, 1775, ; 

Sm: Notwithstanding the personal ill-treatment [ have 
reaeived at your hands—notwithstanding the cruelty you 
have shown to the unhappy prisoners you have taken, the 
foolings of humanity induce me to have recourse to this ex- 
podiont to save you from the destruction which hangs ovar 
your wrotebed garrison, Give me leave to inform you 
that I am well acquainted with your situation. A great 
oxtent of works, in their nature incapable of defence, man- 
nod with a motley craw of sailors, most of ther our friends 5 
of citizens, who wish to-see us within the walls; a few of 
the worst troops, that call themselves soldiers; the impro- 
bability of relief, and the certain prospect of wanting every 
nocossary of life, should your opponents confine themselves 
to a simple blockade, point out the absurdity of resistance. 
Such is your situation. » Tam at the head of oops accus- 
tomed to success, confident of the righteousness of the 
cnuse they are engaged in, inured to danger and fatigue, 
and so highly incensed at your inhumanity, illiberal abuse, 
and the ungenarous means emplpyed to prejudice them in 
the minds of the Canadians, that it is with difficulty I re- 
strain them, till my batierios arp ready, from assaultg 
your works, whieh would afford them a fair opportunity of 
ample vengeance, and just retaliation. Fiving upon a flag 
of trace, hitherto unprecedented, even,among savages, pre- 
vents my following the ordinary mode of conveying my 
sentiments; however, I will+ae any rate acquit my con- 
science. Should you persist in an unwarraatable defence, 
the consequence be upon your own head, Beware of de- 
stroying stores of any sort, as you did at Montreal or inthe 


Fourru Ssries.~Vor. iv. 
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river, If you do, by Heavens there will bo no merey 
shown. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN THE CONTI“ 
NENTAL SERVICE, DATED BEFORE QUERECK, DECEMBER 
16, 1775. 

Genoral Carleton escaped from Montreal by paddling 
with his hands by our men in the night, and got safe to 
Quebeck, where he gave immediate orders for all that would 
not take up arms to leave the city, 

We have, upon the Plains of Abraham, a battery of 
gabions, filled with snow, and water poured on till it froze 
quite hard, which does very well, and we have some mor- 
tars in St, Jtoque, behind a tory’s house, at a little distance 
from the Palace gate, from both of which we have put them 
into some confusion, and set the town on fire in several 
places. We have roused them up these five nights sueces- 
sively, and I believe they are almost tired out. Yesterday 
we sent a flag of truce to them, which they would not re~ 
ceive, and it was with great difficulty the raw sailors could 
be prevented from firing on the person who carried it. 
General Montgomery, in that, offered a safe convoy to 
Carleton and Cramahé, Lieutenant-Governour, but he 
would not read it. Last Saturday night we made the 
Indians five several letters into the tows, with bows and 
arrows, which were found by the inhabitants, and are circu- 
lating through the town, One was directed to the inhabi- 
tants, informing them of our requests, and the consequence 
of a refusal; and another to Carleton, threatening him with 
immediate death unless he gave up the city. Was it not 
for Carleton, Cramahé, Colonel Maclean, a Scotchman, 
(who was taken up by the Congress at New-York, but de- 
niod interfering in the dispute, when, at the same time, he 
had a commission to raise men,) and Hanslie, Collector of 
the Customs, we should have been in Quebecle before now ; 
but in a few nights we are to take it by storm, to play 
from both batteries, attack in the lower town, and scale 
the wall with ladders, which are almost finished. All that 
get safe into the city will live well, for they are allowed 
to plunder, and take what they please. 


EXIMACT OF A LETTER FROM LIZUTENANT VAN WAGENEN, 
OF CAPLALN QUACK ENBOSS’S COMPANY OF NEW-YORICERS, 
DATED BEYORE QUEBECK, DECEMBER 16, 1775. 

We are now before Quebeck, which makes nv obstinate 
defence, A {lug was Intely sent them to surrender, but it 
was fired at by Carleton, and obliged to retire, Colonel 
Arnold, and Macpherson, our General’s Aid-de-camp, 
were again despatched; they got to the walls, but were 
ordered to be gono immediatoly; they asked if the Go- 
vernour would not receive a letter which they had for him; 
they wore answered, No; and ordered to decamp; upon 
which they retired. We have thrown above two hundred 
shells into the town, and this morning opened a six gun 
unttery, which is now playing on the walls. ‘Tho enemy 
have killed ten or twelve of our men. A council of war 
was called Jast evening, when it was concluded not to 
storm the town until a reinforcement should arrive, as it was 
generally thought that they have more men within the 
walls than we have without. 


SAMUEL NORTON ‘TO MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY. 
Martha's Vinoyard, Degombor 16, 1775. 
Genrienen: On the 24th November last, I observed a 
sail-boat, with six men on board, sailing from Hdgartown, 
in pursuit of His Majesty’s ship Swan, Captain James Ays- 
cough, commanding. I being officer on guard on tho east 
side of Llolmes’s Hole harbour, observed her motions; but 
she being so far from the shore, could not command her to, 
but going nearer the west side, the guard fired upon the said 
boat, but the people would not bring to. But keeping watch 
of said boat’s return, 1 had the pleasure of seizing her on 
the 25th said November; and as there was no Committes- 
or leading men in this town that would -take notice of the 
offenders, I, by order of my commanding officer, tock said 
offenders under examination, before n Justice of the Peace, 
whose affidavits ‘I have herewith enclosed, whioh.wwill Show, 
yous Honours said offendets’ faults. ee oT 
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Your advice in this caso shall be ever acknowledged by 


your dutiful and obedient servant, 
i 
Ssaure Novo, 


Lieutenant in Sccond Company in Dulees County, 
‘Y’o the Honourable the General Court and House of Rep- 
resontatives for the Colony of the Massachusetts-Buy. 





GENERAL WASHINGTON 1O PRESIDENT OF CONGIESS. 
[KR ad Docomber 24, 1775] 
Cholacu, Doomnber 16, 1775. 

Observation of the day.—-Tast evening eight men came 
in a boat from Bostun, to our guard, at the ferry 5 six of 
them Captains of vessels, ‘They brought the following 
account: Yesterday one largo mortar was carried over to 
Bunleer-Lill; the Woops filling water, ¢ ard 
the tausports; provisions scarce, nol more than sul jent 
for six weeks; one regiment of Moot aud threa compunios 
of the Light-Horse sail for Madifaw this day. 


Dorehestar, Darembor 1, 1775. 
Sailod out of Boston arbour this morning, vight largo 
and two small yassels, tuken to be tonders; by their firing 
appeared to be going a voyage out to sea. Mr. Josh 
Pico came last night from Boston; he contin the infor- 
mation that the regiment of Poot and some companies of 
Light-Lorse were proparing to omburt lor /alifae. 















Carwbrldge, Dooorbor 16, 1775. 
Stas Tho information contained in the above, coming 80 
many diferent ways, corroborated by several vessely having. 
sailed this day from Boston, Uthought it my duty to Wans- 
miLit to you. ‘Phough Ualifier is che place given ont for 
thoir destination, it is possible they may he bound alse- 
whero, J shall communicate this intelligence to Govern- 
ours Cooke and Trumbull, and to the Convention of New- 
York, for thoir government. 
I romain, sir, your most obedient, humblo servant, 
Grows Waniinaton, 
‘Lo tho Hononrable John Hancock, Ws. Prosident of tho 
Congress. 
GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENEHAL COURT OF MASSACHU- 
SRY'SS, 
Gumbridgo, Decombor 16, 1775, 
Gewrtmmun : Among many resolves of Congress, which 
wore forwarded to me the other day, are the enclosed, 
Not being able to discover from tho resolves themsel vos, 
or the letier which recompanied them, whethor a copy had 
hoen transmitted to you by the Prosident, or to bo handed 
in by meyT thought i best to err on the safo side, espocially 
ag the QuartormastersGenoral has just informed me that ho 
ja oxcoudingly scavco of hay, and can got none undor six 
pounds lawful a ton; and that he is fearful, if he should 
aven cansant ta offer this, (anarmous ag iLis,) the price 
will bo firther advanced upon him as heretofore, and in the 
article of wood. 
Tam, &e,, Gronae Wasiinaron, 


Honourable Gonoral Court of Massaehusetts- Bay. 


FROM GENERAL WASHINGTON’S AECRETARY. 
Cambridge, Deeombor 16, 1775. 

Manan; Yam commanded by His Excellency to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your latter of the 8th instant, and 
to inform you that an exchange of prisoners is not yet 
agreed upon; when it is, Mr. 2Wly will probably be releas- 
ed among the rest. He will not be forgot then, 

Tam, &e, 


To Mrs, Ruth Tilly, New-Tlaven. 


“In Committoo of Safoty for Now-ILaumpahiro, 
Oatobor 27, 1775, } 

“Gunsunmen: It having beon ropresunted (o this Com- 
miltee ag necessary that a number of vessels should be 
properly moored abovo the Boom in Piscataque river, in 
Order to provent the passage of the cnamy’s ships ap the 
river, we do therefore horeby desire you, or any three of 
you, to take a sufficient number of the meanest vessels you 
oan easily find, that will answer the purpose, and fix them 
in such places, and in sugh a manner, above tho Boom, as 
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you shall judgo most propor; and to appraise each of suid 
vossuls, and uunke return thereof, with dhe munaes of the 
owners, to this Committeo. And to assure the owners of 
the vessuly so taken that, in Aise they ure dostroyed in said 
service, they stall be puid far according ty your appraise 
ment, 

“ By ordur of the Commilten, 

@ Martnew 'Trounron, Chairaan. 
© William Kaight wd Joshua Wentworth, lisys,, Caps 
tain MWilliam Pearce, Captain Chamas Thompson, and 

Captain Supply Clap? 

Pursuant to the above order, we, the subseribers, dotor« 
mined on and tansported some vessels for the purpose above 
mentioned, and valued the same 5 sineo whieh, finding itun- 
neeessury thoy should lay any looper at their oioorings, have 
retuned them to the respective whurves from whonoo they 
were liken, aud delivered them to thataeveral owners, on- 
burt; but that some of the cables and lawsers are injured 
by use, of which a fitare cetinate tay be made, if tho 
owners require it. 

Wrraatan Kurc, Wintiam Peaner, 
Joma Wearwourn, Sorpuy Char, 
VYoumnonth, December 16, 1775, 


COLONEL SCOTE LO CAPTAIN ROUTITAT Ts 
Nortoll, Docenmber 17, W775. 
Dian Sater T have just time to inform you that we have 
got possession of the most horrid: place Payer bebold; T 
meun Norfolk, Almost all the intmbitants fled on baad 
tho ships, las ave continually passing, asking water, 
provision, or ty exchange prisoners. Daty iv harder thon 
| over saw before. Que guards hive not been rolieved for 


. . i. . ' 
forty-cizlit hows, ‘The wen-ufawaer (ell dawn list evauing 


about four miles, and lult a brig, with five thousand bashels 
of salt, behind ; whieh our guard took, and braught to the 
wharls but have vot got ono bushel on shore ee Wo 
have got on board the vossel Mv, Cary Mitchell, 


COLONEL WOODFORD LO EDMUND PENDLBLON, PRESIDENT, 
Norfolk, Decombor 17, 1775, 

Your favour of the 14th camo safa to hand last night, 
and FE should esteem myself wanting in duty, and rospoot 
to your honourable body, if F did not lee the earliest op- 
vortunily to express the high sense E bave of the groat 
ronowr done tay by your resolution of the 13th instant, and 
to assure the Convention that consider ny country’s ap- 
probation of my cauduct a suficint reward for any services 
| may be thought to render at this alarming or 

Chad taken the liberty to afford that protection and as- 
sistance to tho distressed JUighlanders which I find is tha 
wish af the Convention; and Colonel Howe and myself 
will pay daw regard to your directions respecting those that 
remain still in this town. ‘Phoir vessel being detained, 
and thoir distressed wives aud Tittle ones loft to starve ina 
strange country, is a fresh justance of the inhumanity of a 
certain Lord.® 








€ 

* A remarkable instanee of Lord Duxndnets humanity.—-A ohip from 
Cameron, in Noith-Britain, with about two hundred and fifty igh 
landers, couniating of mon, women, and ahildron, was bound to New. 
bern in North.Carolina, but toreed by Ind weather and other acole 
donts to pul into Norfolk, in this Colony, Lord Dunmore, whouo treops 
had a fay days beforg baen dofuated in Lhe WuUo at Ute Great Bride, 
freed these poor people on shore, Koized Upir ship for eeaummodating 
his'ory fionda, who, after tho Tattle, Mud from Nurfolé, on board tho 
ships wid other yeeuula Lying in tho havhauy, and Jel hia othr cou. 
trygen, with their wives and chydron, to porish for want ofnubsistenco, 
ina strango lout, In thin wrotchod condition they potitioned Colonel 
Woodjord Lo tale thon under tis protootion. ‘This potition wad trans 
qulttod hy that bravo olliger to the Goneral Convention, tilting: at Wil. 
Hiameburygh, who immadlately pave ordora that the Colonel etiould tuke 
them unier his protection, yohiove theh iminadiate warty, and atord 
thet all necorrary nssletunen, 4 conduat thom to North. Caroling, tho 
placo of thoir Mret dostination, In consequences of thorn erdcia, Colonét 
Woodford sent the Uighlandera, in wiyronn, wadur a propor eReort, ta 
SuPulk; from whonav, by order of tho Conuittoa of Safety, they ava 
to bo conducted to NortheCarolina, ugvooably to tha order af’ tho Cone 
vontion. ‘Iho Commiltao of Sufvly, of this Colony, havo wrota to tho 
Consmittno af Safoly of North-Caroling, Informing Uiom of Une distraay. 
oa of thoro poor poopie, oocasioned by Lord Danmorets arvel troatmont, 
and requesting thon to give directions for thoir relief and accommoda. 
Hon, Hill they shall arrive amoung their friends in Unit Pravinge, amongat 
whom they intendud to auttlo, Lord Dunmore lad foreed about ane 
hundred and sixty of theso unfortunnte pooplo into hia sarvien; but, 
upon being infurmod of tho humans intontion of this Colony, they 
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Your prders respecting the Tories and negro prisoners 
shall be complied with. We have upwards of one hundred 
of them now in our guards. | Captain Squire sent us yes- 
terday the following ticket: 

Captain Sguire’s compliments to Messrs. Howe and 
Woodford, and will be glad to know if they mean to pre- 
yent the navy and army from being supplied with provisions 
and water,” 

To which we returned this answer; “Colonel Howe and 
Colonel MWoodford’s compliments to Captain Squire, and 
return him for answer to his message, that as His Majesty’s 
troops and ships-of-war have long since committed hostili- 
ties upon the persons and property of the good people of 
this Colony, and have actually taken and imprisoned seve- 
ral private gentlemen, and others, who did not bear arms 
at the time, our express orders are, to prevent, to tho ut- 
most of our power, any communieation whatever between 
the said troops andgships-of-war and this town, or any part 
of this Colony.” 

In tho afternoon the two ships-of-war and tenders got 
under sail, and fell down towards the distillery. They gave 
a signal for a snow, with four thousand bushels of salt, to 
follow; but she not being so quick as they expected, our 
guard ordered her to continue. The Idngyisher sent a 
boat, with about fifteen hands, to bring her off; but our 
officer hailed her, when within gua-shot, and told her he 
would five if she did not return, She took bis advice and 
put about to tho man-of-war. Qn board the snow was Mr. 
Cary Mitchell, with all his official papers, which we have 
in possession, likewise the vessel, moored to the wharf, and 
intend landing the salt as soon as a proper house can be 
got within our guards, That gentleman has made many 
i Nserade of his innocence, and has prevailed upon Col, 

lowe and myself to take his parole of honour for his 
appearance before the Convention, for which he sets off 
to-morrow. 

Twenty-odd pieces of cannon were Iefi by the onemy, 
but spiked and dismantled. 





Norfolk, Docember 19, 1775. ; 


Yesterday tho two men-of-war, und a large sloop, stood 
up to their former station, and sent a flag of truce, with the 
following message : 


deserted him, and joinod thelr wives and childron, except Lwvo maidens, 
who ware detained as bed-makorseto his Lordship. 

Notwithstanding the Conyontion had a retuin,from Colonel Wood. 
ford, wftav tho battle of tho Great.Bridge, from whioh, bosides from 
the Colonel's own deolaration in his lotter to thei, it appoaroil that not 
ono of our mon was killod, and but ono slightly wounded ; and add to 
thesa convinalng proafs of tha trath of this, we hayo scen olcars of 
yernoity that wore in tho action, who declare tho samo thing; yot wa 
haar that it waa reported in Norfolk that we lost ona hundred and fifty 
mon; and wo havo pretty good ronson to boliovo that Tord Dunmore 
hind propagated 0 roport amongst tho fow Torics now left in his into. 
rest. that filty of tho Gronndiors of tho Fourteonth Regimont had fallen 
into an ambuscado of twelve hundred Rebols; that they fought bravely, 
killed one hundred aud filly Robels, and retroated, leaving behind thom 
thirty-threo Iillod and wounded; that their loss was heavy, but that 
they sold thoir lives doarly; that the Shirt.non havo nothing to boast 
of, having with diMoulty forced the soventoon surviving Grenadiers to 
retreat, although they hid fifty to one. Wo miny therofere expect, when 
tho news of this aficir arvives in Haglund, that Lord Dartmouth will 
publish Lord Dunmore'a letter, which will probably contain a more 
xational account, and may bo to this effect: ‘Phat, finding tho Robels 
had clossly Losiogedm fort ho had built to obstruct thoir passago to 
Norfolk, Mato large roinforcomont was daily oxpocted by them from 
Caroling, and that they wero procuring cunnon, ho thought it best to 
attack thom bofere they could reaoive such assistunce ; espoaially, as be 
was informed by 2 dosertor that thoy wero but three hundred ; that ho 
found that a favourable opportunity, haying just prossed into his scrvico 
some Seulch [Highlanders wlw: had coe over to settle in America, and 
this circumstance giving rige to a report, which ho had takon care to 
prapaguto, that ho hud received a reinforeemont of five hundred High. 
Viner, lic thought it advisable to malce an attdek as soon us possilyto 3 
that ho ordornd Captain Lestie, with a company of oight Infuntrysand 
Captain Fordyce, with his company of Gronadiors of tho Fourteonth 
Rogtmont, to tuko with thom all the voluntoors and slaves that woro 
well armed, to march in tho night ofthe 8th December to tho fort, end 
to sally out by day-bronk and attack the Rebels; that Captain Leslie 
did 50, but being in a grout mersure doserled by tho slaves, and several 
of tha yoluntoora, (for thay could not So provniled upon to adyateo,) 
tnd tho Rebols having noar ihroo times the number ho had beon ine 
formed they had, ‘and belinving, jndecd, on that ocension, with moro 


, tesolution than thoy had ever dono, and Captain Fordyce and tho ad- 


vanco Grenndiera hoing cut off by the Rifemen, and Captain Leslie 
being unable to rally the nogroes, who could not stand the sovore fire 
from hundreds of morksmon, retroated info tho fort, and that night 
abandoned it; that ho, finding the poeple of Norfolk were not to bo 
reliod on in case ofan attack, thought it prudent to retire to the ships, 
and wait for a reinforcement, which ho hourly oxpacted. Somo such 
account as Lhis we may expedt to seo in some futuro English papor, 
unloss this anticipation of it should happen to be read or ropublished in 
England before their Lordehipa have patched up their story.—Va, Gaz. 
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“Captain Sguire’s compliments to Colonels J7owe and 
Woodford. Acquaint them that the brig laden with salt 
alongside the wharf is a prize belonging to the King, and 
taken by the Over. Captain Squire requests she may be 
immediately delivered ap, and proposes sending a hoat.to 
take her away. Should any shot be fired on the people, 
he will most assuredly fire on the town.” 

To which we returned this answer : “ Colonel Howe and 
Colonel Woodford’s compliments to Captain Squire, and 
return him for answer, that the brig in question fell into our 
hands the other night, and we shall give orders to fire upon 
any boat that attempts to take her away.” 

They have never yet made the attempt, and our parties 
are ready to oppose the taking the vessel. Our out-scouts 
inform us that a thirty-six gun frigate, with a big, are be- 
low this, at the Pleasure-Touse. She is supposed to be 
the Liverpool frigate, with a store-ship. We have parties 
watching her motions. 





A morning Return of the Forces under the command of 
Colonel Howe. 
Norfolk, Docembor 17, 1775. 


Virginia Second Regiment, - - - - - 350 
Virginia Minute Battalion, - - - + - = 165 
Virginia First Regiment, detachment of, - - 172 
North- Carolina Second Regiment, - - - 438 
North-Carolina Volunteers, - - - = = 150 

Total strength of Companies, - - = = E275 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN OF THE CONTI“ 
NENTAL CONGRESS 'TO HIS FRIEND IN WILLIAMSBURGH, 
VIRGINIA, DATED DECEMBER, 1775. 

One of our armed vessels has taken an Engtish stove- 
ship, coming with all the implements of war, except pow- 
der, to Boston. She is worth about thirty thousand pounds 
sterling, as General Washington informs us, and the stores 
ave adapted to his wants as perfectly as if he had sent the 
invoice. They have also taken two provision vessels from 
Ireland to Boston. A forty-gun ship blew up the other 
day, by accident, in the harbour of J#oston. Of a certainty 
the hand of God is upon them. Our last intelligence from 
Arnold, to he relied on, is by letter from him; he was then 
at Point-Levi, opposite Quebecie, and had a great- number 
of canoos ready to cross the river. The Canadians re- 
ceived him with cordiality, and the regular foree in Que- 
beck was too inconsiderable to give hint any inquieude. 
A later report makes him in possession of Quebec ; but 
this is not authenticated. Montgomery had proceeded in 
quest of Carleton and his small fleet of eleven pickeraons, 
then on Lake St. Jrangois. He had got below him, and 
had batteries so planted as to prevent his passing. It is 
thought he cannot escape their vigilance. 

1 hope Lord Chatham may live till the fortune of war 
puts his son into our hands, and enable us, by returning 
him safe to his father, to pay a debt of gratitude. 

The Congress have promoted Brigadier-General Afont- 
gomery to be a Major-General ; and on being assured that 
Arnold is in possession of Quebeck, it is probable he will 
be made a Brigadier-General, one of those offices being 
vacant by Montgomery’s promotion. 


LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS 
[Road Dosomber 23, 1775.] 
Elizabothtown, Doooibor 17, 1775, 

Sia: The two letters I wrote you on the 8d and 5th 
instant, I hope you received. I have not received any 
answer to cither of them, except a letter from Mr. Falter 
Livingston, relative to the surgeon and quartermaster of 
my regiment, which I have answered. 

The enclosed leiter from Coloncl Macwell, 1 received 
yesterday, I had before wrote to him to put his men into 
barracks as soon as possible. 1 was then sensible thal all 
the barracks in this Province would not contain thé two 
regiments of Continental troops raised in New-Jersey, and 
therefore intended boarding out {io or three of the com- 
panies in this town, at a dollar per week, which, consider 
ing the expense of fire-wood, will be néarly'as chéap as to 
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have them in barracks. By this letter, [find Colonel Afazv- 
wells regiment caunot, al present, he provided with the 
barracks at Fyvenéon, a3 L expected. It seems thero are 
about seventy or oighty non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vate soldiers, prisoners from Canada, with their wouen, 
&e., at Zrenton, who havo taken possossion of tho best 
rooms in the burracks, with all the furniture, and behava 
ina most insolont and improper manner, exciting mutin 
and dissension among the men of Colonel Maanell’s regi- 
ment, posted there, From what I am well assured of, £ 
have reason to believe that it is very improper these pri- 
sonois should remain at 7renfon, or in the Province. Tho 
Tories, in overy part of it, have of late assumed frosh 
courage, and talk very daringly, J was yesterday ovening 
informed by the Committoa of this County, that they re- 
ceived intelligence of a combination carrying on for oppo- 
sing the measures of the Congress; that some of them are 
bold enough to assert that their list of Association already 
Amounts to moro than four thousand amen; and that they 
have had a supply of ammunition fiom on board the Asia, 
man-of-war, On this foundation, tho Committoo have ap- 
plicd to mo for a party of men to seize two of tho most 
active of the gang in this County, and F hope to surprise 
thom to-morrow evening. 

Colonel Lawry lus, yostorday, paid off three compnnies 
more of my regiment at this place. Part of the eighth 
and last company arrived ut the barracks at Amboy on rt- 
day; the romuinder of thers are expected there to-morrow. 
On Tuesday vost, a complety company frou Morristown 
will also be there. ‘Uho troops in burvacks will, to-morrow, 
hogin to subsist on their rations, as contracted for by the 
Congross. 

Ido not find that it will be possible to get any ammuni- 
tion in this Provineo or New- Pork. Wo ought to have a 
maguzine of at least twenty-four rounds, to guard against 
unforeseen emergencios, 

T shall, on foot hereof, add an aeeonnt of the manner of 
stationing these two regiments as [intended them, —Colo- 
nel Lawry, who has lately reviewed the barracks, is of 
opinion with mo that they cannot possibly contain more 
than L have allotted to then, 

Lam, very respoctlally, sir, your most humble servant, 

Sv n.iNG, 
To tho Hon. John Llancock, Esq. 


Stations intended for the two Regiments in New-Jungey : 
In borracks at Burdington, - - ~ - 3 companies, 


In barracks ut Lrontony «6 # 6 ~ 3B do. 

In barracks at Brunswick, - - - + 8 do 

In barracks at cle ( ee do. 

In barvacks at Wlizabethtown, - ~ = 2 — do. 

In board at Elizabethtown, » - « = 2 do. 
Tots, = + + » + + + JG companies, 


COLONEL MAXWELL TO THE EARL OF STIRLING, 
Yyonton, Ducombor 14, 1775, 


My Lorn: I have wrote to the Continental Congress to 
have a surgeon appointed, and that there may be some 
orders given for repairing the barracks. There is another 
affair of so delicate a nature I thought it proper to consult 
you on before { would inform the Congress; and if you 
please to inform the Congress of it, I will decline. ‘The 
case ig thus: The two barracks in the western division 
will not be sufficient to hold my regiment when they are 
put in the best order. The Trenton barracks are already 
ocoupied by the Government prisoners. They have pos- 
session of (he officers’ rooms, and most of the bedding and 
utonsils, which cannot bo put up with; besides, I look on 
thom as unfit companions for our soldiors ; at any rate they 
may infuso bad sentimouts into their minds, that will not be 
ensily removed. ‘Tho people in the country talle loudly of 
it, that Zrenton is a very improper place for the prisonors, 
it being so much of a thoroughiire. 

1 beg you will inform the Congress of what you may 
think necessary of the above, and yoy will much oblige me. 

My Lord, your Lordship’s most obedient, humble ser- 
yant, , Winwiam Maxweit. 


To the Hon, illiam, Earl of Stivling. 
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COLONNE MAXWELL TO LORD STIRLING. 4 
Woodbridgo, Docomber 17, 1778, 

Dean Siri You will find Wy this we got no farther last 
night. My, Patterson had ine ontirely in his power. Toe 
would go no further, but declirad be would envamp here ; 
and it was go very dark I did not think it safe to proceed. 
Tho purport of this is to beg your Lordship would please 
to begin the lotter { left you yesterday in the following 
order, viz: 

“Tyonton, Docombor 14, 1775, 

“My Lorn: Your favour of the 10th inst., 1 just now 
reecived, wherein your Lordship informs mo the troops aro 
not to march so soon for the LZudson rivor us you first ox- 
pected, [must acknowledge T am very glad of it; for not. 
withstanding my utmost endeavours, the soldiers wonld 
have been fir from eomplete, as they should be, either in 
arms or clothing, for such a march to,tho northward, A 
great many of our best arms want repairs. 1 have wrote 
to the Congress for two casks of powder and one of Hints, 
as} can get nono tere, and bogged they wonld order tho 
barracks (o be repaied,”? 


Please to add what part of the above you may think 
proper to that you have. Give my compliments to Liaw 
ry. Me. Patterson boxs 1 may enclose you his compli« 
ments, 

Lam, my Lord, your Lordship’s most humble servant, 

Winniam Maxwatr. 
‘Lo Millian, Marl of Stirling. 


EXTRACT OF A LETEER VO A GENTLEMAN IN NIWeYORR, 
DATHO MONTREAL, DECEMBER 17, 1775, 

Our brother-soldiors, now bufore Quebeez, have thrown 
up ramparts of snow and water, which, when condensed 
and hogan, are proved hy exporionce to be sufficient for 
tho purpose. Who bat Yankoos would have thought of 
such a contrivance? Or who but enthusiasts for liberty 
would carry on a siege at such a season of tha year? 

Lhe companies of Captains Metsenfels, Cheeseman, Mott, 
Varick, and Quackenboss, aro hofore Quebcele ; Captain 
Gofortl’s and Lyows avo stationed hero, under Colonol 
Ritzema, Captain Millet has tho command at S¢, Johws, 


COLONEL KNOX TO GALONEL MeDOUGAL. 
r Fort-George, Deaombor 17, 1778, 

Sim: When I was at New-York, 1 did not know of any 
18-ineh moitars, a number of whieh 1 found at Weon- 
deroga. 1 asst bog, sir, that you would use your juflu- 
ence that there bo sent immediately ta the camp at Cam- 
bridge, tho following number of shells: Five hundred 
18-inch sholls; two hundred 6,4,-inch shells ; four handrod 
44-inch shella, You are too well acquainted with the in 
portanco of this request to want urging any additional 
motivo for the utmost expedition. If they are not to be 
had, please to inform General Washington immediately. 
‘Tho business on which { camo has succeeded equal to my 
expectation, 

I an, sir, with great respect, your obliged and most 
humble servant, & 


Colonel McDougall. 


Ilunry Knox. 


COLONEL KNOX TO GENERAL WASWINGTON. 
Fort-Goorgo, Docambor 17, 1776, 

May rr rinase your Excarnpenex: I returned from 
Ticonderoga to this placo on the 15th inst,, and brought 
with me the cannon, &e.,it having taken nearly tho time 
L conjectured it would to transport them hore. It is not 
easy to conceive the diflicilties we have had in getting 
them over the lake, owing to tho advanced season of the 
year and contrary winds, *'Three days ago, it was very un- 
contain whether we could have gotten them over until noxt 
spring; but now, pleaso God, they shall go, I have mado 
forty-two exceeding strong slods, and have provided eighty 
yoke of oxen to drag them as far as Springfield, where I 
shall get fresh cattle to carry them to camp, ‘Tho route 
will be from here to Kinderhook, from thence into Great 
Barrington, Massachusetts- Bay, and down to Springfield. 
There will searcely bo any possibility of conveying them 
from here to Albany ov Kinderhook, but on slods, the roads 
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being veny much gullicd. At present, the sledding is tole- 
rable to Saratoga, about twenty-six miles; beyond that 
there is none. 1 have sant fgr the sleds and teams to come 
up, and expect to begin to move them to Saratoga on 
Wednesday or Thursday next, trusting that between this 
and that period we shall have a fine fall of snow, which 
will enable us to proceed farther, and make the carriage 
easy. If that should be the case, 1 hope, in sixteen or 
seventeen days, to be able to present to your Excellency 
a noble train of artillery, the inventory of which I have 
enclosed. 1 have been particular with respect to their di- 
mensions, that no mistake may be made in making their 
carriages, as there are none here, or implements of any 
kind. TI also send a list of those stores which [ desired 
Colonel McDougall to send from New-York. 1 did not 
then know of any 18-inch mortars, which was the reason 
of my ordering but few shells of that size; but I now 
write to him for fige hundred 13-inch, two hundred 5,,- 
inch, and four hundred 4}-inches, If these sizes could 
be had there, as I believe they can, 1 should imagine it 
would save time and expense rather than to have them 
cast. If you should think otherwise, or have made provi- 
sion for them elsewhere, you will please to countermand 
this order, 

There, is no other news here of Colonel Arnold than 
that, from Colonel AMaclean’s having burnt the houses round 

uebeck, Colonel Arnold was obliged to go to Point-aue- 
Lrembles, about six miles from the city; that Gen. Mont- 
gomery had gone to join him with a considorable body of 
mon, and a good train of artillery, mortars, &c, ‘There are 
some timid and some malevolent spirits who make this mat- 
ter much worse; but from the different accounts which I 
have been able to collect, L have very little doubt that 
General Monigomery has Quebcek now in his possossion. 

Tam, with the utmost respect, your Excellency’s most 


obedient, humble servant, Henny Kyox. 


His Excellency General /Fashington. 


SS 
List of Mortars and Cannon brought from Ticospencea 
, Decempen 10, 1775: 
DIAMETER OF SHE HORE. LENGTIUL 


foot, inches. 


Brass Mortars. \ 
- 56 7-10inches ~ 1 4 


2 cohorns, ~ 


4 do. - = 4S oe | 

1 mortar, - « 8} “ - 2 

‘1 do. - - 7 « - 2 One 
we ' trunnion wanting, but not damaged. 


Tron Morta’s, feot, inches. 


1 mortar, ” - 6$ inches - 110 
1 do, “ -10 “ -~ - 8 6 
1 do. . ~10$ “ + - 8 6 
3 da. - + 1B in. 2 feet, 3 (eet, and 34 fect. 
203 
Tron Howitzers, fact, inches, 
1 howitzer, - - Sinches - ~ 8 4 
1 , do, ~~ BE - -~ BA 
as 
Brass Cannon. foot. inches. 
8 three-pounders, 3 1-20 inches - 3 6 
@ six-pounders, «3 7-10 “ - - 46 
leighten do 51-2 “ -~ - 8 3 
1 short twenty-four 5 11-120 - - 5 6* 
18 Fe 


Tron Cannon, foot, inches. 


6 six-pounders, - 8 7210 inches - 9 7 * 
4 nine-pounders, - 44-10 « ~- 8 4 
6 twelve-pounders, 434 * - 9 

7 double fort. 18-pound. 5 1-2 #* - 9 

3 long 18-potinders, 5 1-2 « il 


28 


One large barrel of flints; twenty-three boxes of lead, 
about one hundred pounds each. 
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List of Cannon, Stores, &c., ordered from New-York, 
Novennen 27,1775: 


Twelve double-fortified iron 4-pounders ; two brass 6- 
pounders; five tons 24-pound shot; five tons 18-pound 
shot ; five tons 13-inch shells; ten tons 10-inch shells ; ten 
tons 8-inch shells; five tons 7-inch shells; port-fire com- 

ositions and quick-matches. All the carcasses, although 
it is dubious whether there are any. 

Ordered from the same place, December 17, 1775: Five 
hundred 18-inch shells ; two hundred 5 y4-inch shells ; four 
hundred 44-inch shells. 

Col. McDougall mentioned, doubtfully, that he thouglit 
there were some carcasses at a place near New-York. I 
ordered, if there were any, for the whole to be forwarded ; 
but have since heard there were but few. They must lie 
provided elsewhere. 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE. 
y Cambridgo, Decomber 17, 1775. 

Sin: By sundry persons and accounts just from Boston, 
T am informed that the Ministerial army is in very great dis- 
tress for want of fresh provisions, and having received intel- 
ligence that there are two hundred fatcattle on Block-island, 
and some transport vessels cruising that way in quest of 
necessaries for the army, I must request you to have thie 
cattle, &c., removed from thence immediately, and from 
every other place where their ships can come and talee 
them off. It is a matter of the utmost importance to pre- 
vent their getting a supply. If they can be hindered now, 
the advanced soason of the year, and the inclement weather, 
which we may expect ere long, will put it out of their 
power. 

J yesterday received the enclosed information from se- 
sera: portons who lately came out from Boston, which 1 
thought my duty to transmit to you. It is more than pro- 
bable that the destination of the troops may be very differ- 
ent from what they have given out, They may have made 
use of that to deceive in another quarter, 

Tam, &e., Gronuz Wasurnaron. 


To Governour Cooke, Rhode-Island. 


GENERAL WASHINGTON 10 GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 
Cambridge, Deaombor 17, 1776. 

Sm: I yesterday received the enclosed information from 
several persons who lately came out from Boston, which 1 
thought it my duty to transmit to you. Whether these 
troops are eihierked T cannot undertake to say ; but if they 
are, it is very probable that their destination is very differ- 
ent fiom what they have given out, and that was used only 
as a feint, and to deccive us. It is certain that several ships 
sailed from thence yesterday morning. 

Tam, &c., Georce Wasuincron. 


To Governour Trumbull, Connecticut. 


P.S. Brigadier-General Prescott, as it is said, having 
treated Colonel Allen with severity, I beg your particu- 
lar attention lest he should escape, : 


The same to the New- Yorke Convention. 





GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL WARD, 
Cambridge, Decombor 17, 1775. 

Sir: The applications for liberty to go to the lines‘are 
so frequent that they cause much trouble, You will, there- 
fore, sir, grant passes to such as you may think’proper. At 
the same time I would recommend to you that the officer 
who will attend upon these qecasions be a person of sense, 
and one who will carefully attend to the conversation of 
those who meet on the lines. 

Tam, &c., Gronaz Wastiineron. 
To Major-General ard. ‘ 


— 


REPORTS OF CAPTAIN DODGE. feggt att 
Cholsea, December 16, 1776) 


May ir purase your Excentenoy; I have entcloied 
the observation of the day: oe 
_ Last evening, eight men ran arty in & boat from Bos- 
ton, to our guard at the ferry. Early in the morning, find- 


ty 


299 


ing they bad been with the guard, J immediately forwarded 
them to the Committee. On the Comunitteo’s reception 
of them, they cleansed them by smoking them, and Jet them 

as¢. One of them was Captain James Warden, who was 
taken in Major ARGlin’s employ, wha is very dusiious of 
soeing the Mujor. Six of them are masters of vessels, and 
lrought the enclosed account. 

{am your most humble servant, 
Ricnary Donan, Caplain. 


‘Lo his Execlleney General J¥ashington. 


N. B. Yesterday, one large mortar was carried over to 
Bunker-Thill, The troops are filling water, and carrying 
it on board the transports. Provision is very searce; tho 
officers sny not moro than enough to last them six weeks. 
One of the gentlemen says he dined with a man that dined 
with Lord Perey, a few days ago, upon horse-beef, ‘This 
is from the men that came out of Boston last night. 


‘This account I reccived fiom Buséon this day, December 
17, 1775: 

Romarks for Zesday, December 5, 1775 :~Got into 
Boston; met with tho ship Boyne, bound for London, 
which had on board thirty masters of vessols, passengers. 

Thursday, 7: Lhe oy, man-of-war, twenty guns, Mon- 
tagu commander, brought in the brigantine /ashington, 
one Martindale commander, mounting ten guns and ten 
swively, and seventy-two pen. ‘The Captain aad all the 
men were put on board the Preston, 

Monday hist:—Prisoners were paton board the Zurtar, 
man-ofwar, Co be seut home for trial ay pirates. 

The following is the price of provisions in Boston: 
Rom, twelve shillings per gallon ; molasses, three shillings, 
hy tho hogsheud; wood, four pounds, sixtecn shillings aud 
six pence, per cord; sea coal, four pounds, fourteen shil- 
Jing, per ebaldvon ; salt beef, four pounds, five shillings, 
per pound; Mudeira wine, one pound eight shillings, 
per dozen; red porter, one pound four shillings, per doz 
an hay, twenty pounds, per ton; geese, nine shillings ; 
turkeys, ten shillings and six pence ; fowls, four shillings 
and six pence; onions, six pence per pound; potatoes, 
ten shillings per bushel, 

Soldicis’ allowances, four pounds per week. 

Orders from General Howe, to pull down the Old North 
Meating-house, and one hundred wood houses. Morison, a 
Scotch ministar, took bribe of a ccitain gentloman, of thirty- 
six shillings sterling, to get out of Boston, und seventy-bvo 
shillings to let him bring owt a trank of two hundied and 
eiglity pounds in cash ; which, when he bad it in his power, 
seized tho whole and carried it to Boston again. 

The ofticers of the Fifty-ninth and Fightoenth regiments 
avo sailed for home in order to reeruit, and return in 
tho spring, Ono regiment of oot and three companies of 
the Light+Horse sail for Tladifaw this day. 

Lam credibly informed that tho soldiers have nothing 











DNORTH.CAROLINA PROVINCIAL COUNCIN, 

Ata Provincial Council held at tho Court House in the 
County of Johnston, the eighteenth day of December, in 
the year of our Lord 1776: 

The Uonourable the Presidont, and ten Members ap- 
peared and took their seats in Council, to wit: 

Sanuel Johnaton, Thomas Jones, Samuel Ashe, James 
Coor, Thomas Eaton, Alner Nash, John Kinchen, Whit- 
mill Lill, Waightatill Avery, Thomas Person, Esquires. 

Tho Council adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. - 


Tuesday, Dovembor 19, 1775, 

The Council met according to adjournment, 

Samuel Spencer, squire, one of the members of Coun- 
cil appeared, repeated and subscribed the Tost, and took 
his seat. 

Tho Shoriff of Hatifae County brought before this Coun- 
cil a cortnin /¥alter Lamb, with several aflidavits accusing 
him with sundry misdemeanors, ‘ 

And whereas this Council thinking it proper that the 
witnesses should personally appoar against the snid Lamb, 

Do therefore order, That Mr. Branch, the aforesaid 
Shariff, take into his custody the said Lamb, unless he shall 
give sufliciont security t6 appear before the said Commit- 
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but the above four pounds of pork and bread dealt out to 
them, Rucnaun Donan, Captain. 


= 
BRAT, SULLIVAN ‘TO ORNERAL, WASHINGTON, 
Gump on Wintor-Hitt, Desombor 17, 1775, 

Mucu nesreceen Gunenan: Agreeably to your order 
have again waited on Major Rogers, and strictly oxamined 
him. Have seen his several permits, and think thom gen- 
nine, and in overy respect agrecubly to the copy sent you, 
Io says he left New- York bout the LOth of Cetoder, bo- 
ing ill with the fever and aguc, was ten days in getting to 
Albany ; that there, and at the place called Stone Rabba, 
he tanvied ten days more ; he then passed through Zfoosurk, 
Standford, Draper, and Llinsdale, in his way to his brother, 
who lives in Went; he was threo days in performing this 
route, aud tarrict with his brother five or six days more; he 
was then three days in going to Mesiminster, and in_his 
way passed dough by Dartmouth College, and saw Ma, 
TPheelock ; from thence he went to his farin in Pennicool, 
where ho tarvied six or eight days; from thenee he went 
to Newbury, and fiom thence to Portsmouth, and afier tars 
rying there some few days, Inid bis pormit before the Com- 
mittee of Safety. Te owns every thing in Mr. Mheclock’s 
lettor, except that of his haying been in Canada, which he 
warmly denies, and says he can prove the route ho took, 
and prove himself to have beon in thy several towns At or 
near the days be has mentioned. LT askod him why he 
came to the camps, as he bad no business with any parti- 
cular persons, ead had no inclination to ofr his service in 
the American cause; to which he replied, that he had 
voluntarily waited upon the Committecs of several Colo- 
nies, a8 ho thought it a pieeo of respect due Co thom, and 
would probably prevent his being suspeetod and troated ag 
a person unfriendly tous; that he likewise thought it hig 
duty to wait on your lixcellency, and acquaint you with 
the situation of his affaiis, and if he could, to obtain your 
license, $o travel unmojustod, 

'Lheso, sir, ave the frets as banded to me by him. What 
inay be his seoret designs T am uffable to say, and whnt 
steps are most propor to be taken respecting him your Lxe 
cllency can best judge. fam [ir from thinking that ho 
has been in Canada ; but as ho was once Governour of Jit. 
chilimackinack, itis possible he may have a commission to 
(ake that command, and str up the Jrdians against us, and 
only waits for an opportunity*to get there ; for which ren- 
son F woukt advise lest some tinue might be laid upon 
your Ixcellency in future, not to give him any other pore 
mit, but tet bin ayai) himself of thosv he has; and should 
ho provo a traitor, Jet tho blame centre upon those who 
colarged him. TL hog pardon for inwuding my opinion, 
and subscribe myself your Mxcalleney’s most obedient sar 
vat, Joun Sunsavan, 


Nis Excellency General ashington. 


ak 











tee of Safety, for the District of Ladifae, hy them to be 
tried, acquitted, or punished as they shall think necessary. 

The Sheriff of Zlalifa» County, brought before this 
Council a certain George Massingbirtl, with an affidavit 
accusing him of having made use of some words disre- 
spectful to the cause of America. 

And whereas this Council thinking it proper that the 
witnesses should personally appear against the said George 
Massingbird, and he appearing tqa.be waly sensibie of his 
past ill conduct, and having taken an oath satisfactory to 
the Council : 5 

Do therefore order, That the said George Massing- 
bird be discharged from custody. 

Tho Couneil being jnformed what Roger Ormond, Msq., 
oyu of the anembers of dhe Committee of Safety for the 
District of Netwwbern is dead: 

Mt is therefore resolved, That ohn Simpson, Esquire, 
of the County of Pitt, be, and he is hereby appointed a 
member of the said Commitico, for the District aforesaid, 
in the room and stead of the said Roger Ormond, and that, 


he, the said John Simpson, be admitted to take his seat, ; 


accordingly. 


The Council adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
clock. 
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‘ Wodnesday, Decomber 20, 1775, 

The Council met according to adjournment. 

Resolved, That the Paymaster of Hillsborough District 
pay unto Messrs, Nathan Rochester and Filliam Johnston, 
soventy pounds, seven shillings and four pence, Procla- 
mation money, for one hundred and fifty pounds of Gun- 
powder, four hundved and seventy-six pounds of bar Lead, 
and one thousand Gun Finis, purchased by them pusuant 
to a resolve of the Committee of Orange County, and that 
the said Ammunition be lodged in the hands of William 
Johnston, and that the said Paymaster take his receipt for 
the same, to be produced whenever demanded by the 
publick. 


Resolved, That Lehansyus Dekeyser, Adjutant in the 
First Regiment of Regulars, raised in this Province, under 
the command of Colonel James Moore, be allowed Adju- 
tant’s pay, from thesfifteenth day of Sepfember last, inclu- 
sive, ho having performed duty from that day. 

Tt appearing to this Council, that the measuies concert- 
ed for the defence of American liberty have been commu- 
nicated to tha prejudice of tho publick, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committees 
of Milmington and Brunswick, and to the Commanding 
Officer of the detachment stationed on Cape-Jear River, 
to use their utmost endeavours to cut off all manner of 
personal communication between his Excellency Govern- 
our Martin and the officers of the ships-of-war, with the 
inhabitants of this Province, on any pretext whatever ; 
and that the utmost caution he used in supplying the 
ships-of-war with Provisions ; that they be conveyed in such 
mannor as to prevent any intelligence from being disclo- 
sed by the persons conveying the said Provisions. 

Resolved, That nothing in the above Resolve shall be 
‘construed to prevent any person corresponding by letter 
with Governour Martin, or the ships-of-war, such letter 
boing first laid before the Committees of the said towns, 
or either of them, or the Commanding-Officer aforesaid, 
and approved of by them. 

Provided, nevertheless, That the Committee of Safety 
for the District of Wilmington, should thoy think it neces- 
sary, aro hereby empowered to cut off all supplies of Pro- 
visions to any of the ships-of-war lying in Cape-Jear 
River. 

Resolved, That the Treagurers, or either of them, pay 
into the hands of [illiam Kennon; Esquive, Commissary 
to the First Regiment of regular Troops in this Province, 
the suin‘of two thousand pounds, for purchasing Provi- 
sions for the use of said Troops, to be accounted for with 
tho Provincial Congress; and that they be allowed in their 
accounts with the publick, 


Resolved, That Mr. President write in the name of this 
Board, to the Council of Safety of Sowth-Carolina, re- 
questing thom to supply this Province with two thousand 
weight of Gunpowder, to be delivered Waighistill Avery, 
Esquire, or his order, who is hereby appointed to wait upon 
them, or empower some other person for that purpose, to 
reecive the same ; and that this pane will pay for all Pow- 
dey delivered to the said Waightstill Avery in consequence 
of this order; and 4hat the Lreasurers, or cither of them, 
be ordered to give a draft on the Continental Treasury for 
the amount, 

Resolved, That Matthew Zroy be appointed to employ 
proper persons to mako Carriages for, and mount four of 
the Cannon now at Newdern, and remove them to Salis- 
bury, for the defence of this Province, to be accounted for ; 
and that the Trousurers, or eithqr of them, pay into the 
hands of the said Matthew ‘Lroy, the sum of forty pounds 
for the above sorvico, and be allgwed in their accounts with 
the publick. 


Resolved, That tho Treasurers, or cither of them, pay 
into tho hands of Abner Nash and James Coor, Esquircs, 
one hundred pounds, to be appropriated by them towards 
completing the Fortifications now erecting at Hanging- 
Point, on Neuse River, and be allowed jn their accounts 
with the publick, 


” Resolved, That the Treasurers, ot either of them, pay 
into the hands of Samuel Ashe, Esquire, one hundred 
nounds, to be appropriated by him towards completing the 
Fortification now erecting at Du Bots’s Mill, on Cape- 
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Fear River, and be allowed in their accounts with the 
publick. 


The Council adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o’clock, 


Thuraday, Docomber 21, 1775. 
The Council met according to adjournment. 


To either of the Publick Treasurers; 

You are to pay unto James Davis, printer, two hundred 
and fifty pounds, Proclamation money, being for one year’s 
salary due to him, the first day of this instant, as publick 
printer fo this Province, according to act of Assembly for 
that purpose ; for which this shall be your warrant. 

Resolved, That Robert Smith, Esquire, be appointed 
Paymaster of the Troops stationed in the District of Eden- 
ton, as also to the Minute-men in the said District, in the 
room of Samuel Johnston, who resigns, he first entering 
into bond to this Council, with suficient security in the 
sum of ten thousand pounds, Proclamation money. 

This Council taking into consideration the necessity of 
fitting out Armed Vessels, for the protection of the trade of 
this Province « that there be three Armed Vessels fitted out 
with all aespatch, to wit: one at Cape Hear, one at New 
bern, and one at Ldenton; 

Do resolve, That Mr. Prosident, Semucl Ashe, Richard 
Quince, Robert Lillis, squives, and Captain John Forster, 
or any three of them, are appointed Commissioners at Port 
Brunswick ; Abner Nash, Janes Coor, Joseph Leech, 
Jumes Davis, Richard Eltis, Esquires, and Messrs, Joh 
Green, David Baron, and John Wright Standley, or a 
majority of them, are appointed Commissioners at Port 
Beaufort; and Samuel Johnston, Thomas Jones, Joseph 
Montfort, Robert Hardy, Robert Smith, Wsquives, and 
Mr. John Norcomd, or a majority of them, are appointed 
Commissjonors at Port Roanoke ; and that the said Com- 
missioners do immediately purchase, arm, man, and yic- 
tual, in a suflicient manner, at oach of the above-mention- 
ed ports, one good and substantial vessel, and to recom 
mend proper officers to this Council, and to station them 
at such place or places as they may think proper, prudent, 
and necessary, in order to proteet the trade and commeice 
of this Province, the whole under the control of the Pro- 
vincial Congress and Council, 

Resolved, That the Commissioners appointed for each 
of the ports mentioned by the above ane, or a majority 
of them, are hereby empowered to draw on cither of, the 
Treasurers of this Province for all necessary sums of 
money to answer the above purposes, who shall be allow- 
ed the same in their accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That Abner Nash and James Coor, squires, 
or cither of them, be empowered to charter one or more 
Vessels, and agree with the masters and seamen, at the Port 
of Newbern, and load the same to such parts as they may 
judge expedient, and with such articles as they may think 

proper, not exceeding the sum of five hundred pounds, 
Proslanisnan money, in order to pracure Arms and Ani- 
munition for the use and protection of this Province, the 
same to be at the hazard, risk, and expense of this Pro- 
vineo. 

Resolved, That Mr, President, Richard Quince, Sen., 
and John Forster, Esqs., or cither of them, be empowered 
to charter one or more Vessels, ant agree with masters and 
seamen, at the Port of Wilmington, and load the same to 
such pats as they shall judge expedient, and with such 
articles as they may think proper, not exceeding-the sum of 
five hundred pounds, in order to procure Arms and Ammu- 
nition for the use and protection of this Province, the same 
to be at the hazard, risk, and expense of this Province. 

Resolved, That Whitmill Hill, Esquire, be empowered 
to charter one or more Vessels, and agree with masters and 
seamen, at the Port of Eiventon, and load the same ta such 
parts as he shall judge expedient, and with such articles as 
he may think proper, not exceeding the sum of five hun- 
dred pounds, Proclamation money, in order to procure Arms 
and Ammunition for the use and protection of this ’Pro- 
vince, the same to bo at the hazard, risk, and expense of 
this Province. 

Resolued, That James Geelie,,be appointed Surgeon 
of the First Regiment of the Continental Army of this 
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Province, in the room of Doctor Jeane Girton, who neg- 
lects his duty. 

Resolved, That Richard Caswell, Usquie, Troasuer of 
the Southein District, pay into the hands of Abner Nash 
and James Coor, Esquives, or cither of thom, the sum of 
five hundred pounds, for purchasing Aims and Ammuni- 
tion, to bo accounted for at tho next Provinejal Congress, 
and that tho said Tyeasuror be allowed in his accounts with 
the publick. 

Fecha, That Srnnel Johnsion, Esquire, Treasurer of 
the Northern District, pay into tho hands of /Vhitmill Till, 
Esquire, the sum of five hundied pounds, for purchasing 
Arms and Ammunition, to be accounted for at the next 
Provincial Congiess, and that the said ‘Treasurer bo allow- 
ed in his accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, Vhat the Treasureis, or cithor of them, pay 
into tho hands of My, President, and Richard Quince, 
Son,, and John Lorster, Esquives, or either of thom, the 
sum of five bonded pounds, for purchasing Avms ond 
Ammunition, to be accounted for at tho next Provincial 
Congress, and that the said Ticasurers bo allowed in thei 
accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, Chat the Tieasurcis, ot cither of them, pay 
to Doctor Millian Pastuor, the sum of seventy-five pounds, 
fot Medicines furnished the Second Regiment of Coutinen- 
tal Troops in this Province, and that tho snid FPilliam Pas- 
tuer necount with the next Provincial Congress for the 
sald sum, and thot thay bo allowed in thoir necounts with 
tho publick, 

Tt_appoaring to this Council, that John Simpson, Jd 
ward Salter, wid Robert Salter, Bsquives, in bebull of the 
Committes of Pitt County, had agiaed and oxacuted bonds 
with a certain Paul White, for a quantity of Powder and 
Lend, and at the same tine undertook to indomnify the 
anid Paul White, in his vessel, thing tho completion of the 
voyago: 

And whereas the said vessel on her mrival at Occacock 
Bar, was taken by a cutter belonging to some of Lis Ma- 
jesty’s ships-of-war, and detainod as a prizo, but tho Am- 
munition gaved by taking oul the same nt san; 

Resolved, Thor John Simpson, Ldward Salter, and 
Robert Salter, be allowed tho sum of olght hundred and 
sixty-(ivo pounds, four shillings and cight pence, to en- 
able them to comply with their contract with the said 
Paul White; and that tho Tycasureis, or either of thom, 
pay them the same, and be allowed in their accounts with 
tho publick, 

Resolved, That tho next Provincial Council shall bo 
held at the Court-Houso in the County of Johnston, tho 
sevontoenth day of March next; but that the Prosident 
may cul) a Comei) goonor, if ho should find it necossnry. 

Wherons it appears probnble this Provinco may soon bo 
invaded by the British Troops, and tho inhabitants be 
dostitute af sufficient Arms for dofenco of thoir lives, lib« 
aitiea, and propertios: 

ts thorefore resolved, That Mr. Thomas Jones, Mr, 
Whitmill Vl, and Mv, Lake Sunmer, for Edenton; Mr, 
Abner Nash, My. James Coor, and Mi. David Baron, 
for Newbern; Mr, John Kinchen, My. John Builer, and 
Mr. Memucan Lunt, for Lillsborough; Mr. President, 
‘Mr. Samuel Ashe, Mr. William Campbell, and Mr, James 
qnan, for Wilmington; Mr. Samued Spencer, Mr, 
Woighistill Avery, Mr. Grifith Rutherford, My, Chris- 
topher Beekman, and My. Ralph Garrill, for Salisbury ; 
Ms, Willie Jones, Mr. Thomas Eaton, My, William Al- 
ston, (son of Philin,) Mr. Joseph John Walliams, My, 
Eaton, Haynes, a Ir, Duncan Laman, for the District 
of Halifue, or any of thom, ho, and thoy aio hareby, em- 
powsred and required to purchase materials and employ 
propek persons to make and mond Guns and Bayonets, 
tnd alga to pitichass good servicenblo Guns, Gun-barrels, 
Stooks, and Locks, Lend, and Flints, and have them re- 
paired for the use of this Province; for which purpose, the 
Treasurers or the Paymasteys, or ojthor of then, are di- 
rected to furnish any of the above persons with money aut 
of the Publick Fesegra fl 48 occasion may require: Pro. 
vided, The amount to be paid to the persons in either of 
tha Districts does not exceed the sum of three hundred 
Ponnds; for which they are respectively to account with 
thg.fieXt Provincial Congress. 
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Resolved, That two Battalions of Minute-mop bo im- 
mediately embodied in the District of Salisbury, in the 
samo mannor as directed by the Congress, and that the 
following peisona shall be, ant! are horaby appointed Mield- 
ONicors of said Battalions, vi2: 

Of the First Battalion; Grigith Rutherford, Colonel ; 
Join Phifer, Lioutenant-Colongl ; John Paisly, Major. 

Of the Second Battahon: Thomas Poll, Celonal ; 
aie Alewander, Lievtenant-Colonol ; Charles Maclaine, 

ajor. 

‘And that Commissions issue accordingly. 

Tho Potition of Filliam Gibbs being read, praying 
leave to ship n quantity of Naval Stores, which suffered in 
the lata hurricane, and the same boing taken under consi~ 
doration was rejected, it boing incompatible with the Re- 
solves of tho Continental Congyoss. 


Resolved, ‘Chat JVilliaom Uooper, Joseph Hewes, and 
John Penn, Esquires, Delogatos for this Provinge at the 
Continental Congress in Philadelphia, do parchasa one 
Wagon and four good Lorses in the Province of Pennsyl- 
vanta, and hire a careful porson to bring the same to 2den« 
ton, in this Provinee, with tho Gunpowder, Dyums, 
Colours, and Tifos, procured by them for the uso of the 
Continental 'Tyoops stationed in this Province ; and that the 
said Delegates ara ompowored to call upon tho Continan« 
tnl ‘Creaguror for the amount of the purchase of tho Wagon 
and Tforses, and paying the person to be employed by 
thum to bring tho suid; to be charged to the Account of 
this Piovinee, 

Tho Council adjouned till to-mornow morning, nino 
o'clock. 


— 


Friday, Dooanbor 22, 1775. 
Tho Council met, according to adjournment. * 


Tt haying been made to appear to this Counoil, that the 
Inte Hlection for Delogates and Committeo-men for the 
County of Onslow was unduly made, and that the Com. 
mittec a0 unduly alected have lofused to subscribe the Test, 

Resolved, That the snid Elections bo got aside, and that 
the Wlection for Delogatos and Committee«men for tha 
said County of Onslow ho held on the third Saturday in 
January noxt; and that Lhomas Johnston, Dsq., give at 
least twenty days notice of this order previous to the sald: 
Elloetion, and that he take the poll and make the propor 
returns, es ~ 

Wherens the County of Surry Itive failed to elect Dos 
Jogaios and Committeo-mon on tho day appointed by Con- 
gress for that purpose, 

Resolved, That Millian Sheppard, Eisq., be command. 
ed to notify the Frocholders and [ousoholdors to moot ut 
the Court-[Touse on tho second Tuesday in February next, 
then and thore to elect any numbor of Iracholdera oy 
Housoholders, not more than five, to ropresent them in the 
noxt Congiess; and any number of Mreehelders or Louse « 
holders, not Jess than twenty-one, ta,serve og Committoe- 
mon ; it being, in tho opinion of this Council, ugveonble to 
the intention of the last Congress, j 

Resolved, That the Treasurers, or cither of them, pry! 
to Adam Boyd tha sum of twenty poends, for two hun» 
dred Pamphlets, delivered to the Congress at LUillsbo« 
rough, and be allowed in their accounts with the publioks : 

Resolved, That Mr. Jeremiah MeCaffety be allowed 
the sum of saventy-four pounds, eight shillings and nine 
pence, Proclamation money, for two hundred and ninéty. 
seyen pounds and threo-quaiters of a pound of Gunpow+ 
dex, taken and reccived. by Colonel ‘Lhonias Polke ond 
Major John Pfifer, to bo recounted for by them to the 
noxt Congress, and by them served out to tho ‘Troops who 
lataly marched from’ tho Wostein Counties of this Plo« 
vineo against the insugents noar Nixety-Sie, in Soudh« Cam 
roltna; and that tho Trensurers, or vither of them, pay the 
sano, and be allowed in thair accounts with tho publick. _. 

Resolved, That Jamcs Mansfield bo allowod the sum, 
of fivo pounds, oleveh shillings and six penca, Proclamas, 
tion money, for taking care of the sick Soldiors aty anon, 
Fear, and that the Treasusois, or cithor of thom, pay him” 
tho same, and be allowed in their acopunty with thé pie 
lick. eee : 

Resolved, That the Treasurers, or alttigt of shenlpey- 
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into the hands of Colonel Zlenry Rhodes the sum of 
twenty-dne pounds and nine shillings, for Gunpowder and 
Lead purchased in Onslow County, for the use of this 
Province; and that the snidl Llenry Rhodes do deposite 
the said Powder and Lead in some secure place until fur 
thor ordets from this Council or the Provincial Congiess. 

It appeming to this Council that James Kebble, of On- 
slow County, at present is inimical to the cause of Liberty, 

Paste, That it is the opinion of this Council that 
the said Kebdle is an improper person to hold any com- 
mission in the Militia of the said County. 

Whereas it appears to this Council, that, fiom the na- 
tural situation of Pasquotank County, being divided by a 
very wide iiver, that the calling of General Musteis at the 
Court-House of that County is burdensome and trouble- 
some to the inhabitants of the same, and that a division of 
the Pasquotanée Regiment would ease the inhabitants and 
encourage military discipline : 

Therefore, resolved, ‘That the Regiment of Militia in 
the said County of Pasquotank shall be divided by Pas- 
guotant River, and that all the Militia of said County on 
the noitheast side of said river shall be, and is hereby, 
made and established a new and distinct Regiment, and 
shall be known and distinguished by the name of the Se- 
cond Regiment of Pasquotank Militia; and that Com- 
missions issue accordingly. 

Resolved, That Colonel Henry Rhodes bo, and he is 
hoiaby, appointed to pay for and icceive into his custady 
all the Powder in the County of Onslow secured in the 
hands of individuals for the use of the publick, and keep 
the samo till further orders, 


Resolved, That the dividing line between the Fist and 
Second Regiment of Rowan Militia shall hereafter be con- 
atinued from the mouth of the lower Laitle River, a due 
north course, to the line of the County of Surry, it ap- 
pearing to the Council to be moie convenient to the in- 
habitants, 

Resolved, That Richard Quince be allowed the sum 
of two hundied and one pounds, three shillings and six 
pence, Pioclamation money, for four hundred and sixteen 
pounds and one-half of a pound of Gunpowder, two thou- 
sand five hundred and thity-one pounds of Lead, and one 
hundred and ninety-three pounds of Saltpetie, for the use 
of the publiok ; and that the Treasurers, or cither of them, 
pay him the same, and be allowed in theiy accounts with 
the publick, . 

Resplved, That William Hill be allowed the sum of 
thirty-saven pounds, two shillings and eight pence, Pro- 
clamation money, for fifty weight of Gunpowder, and eight 
hundred and fourteen pounds of Buckshot, for the use of the 
publick, and delivered tq Colonel Nash ; and that the Tyoa- 
surers, or oither of them, pay him the same, and be al- 
lowod in their accounts with the publick, 

Resolved, That tho Committee of TVilmington be al- 
lowed the sum of eighty-theo pounds, filleon shillings 
and ten pence, Proclamation money, for thirty-one Guus, 
stocking four Guns, and repairing three Guns and twelve 
Gun Looks, for the use of the First Regiment, under the 
command of Colowol Moore; and that the Treasurers, or 
either of them, pay him the same, and be allowed in their 
accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Hilmington he al- 
lowed the sum of one bunded and fifteen pounds, three 
shillings nnd three pengp, for sqven hundred and thirty- 
three pounds and one-half pound of Powder, and Paine 
three pounds of Lead and Ball, for the uso of the public ; 
and that the ‘Treasurers, or either of them, pay them the 
same, and be allowed in their accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That the Commitice of Wilmington be al- 
lowed the sum of seven pounds, ane shilling, Proclamation 
money, for two Muskets, repairing one Gun and two Gun 
Locks, for'tlié First Regiment, on account of the publick 5 
and that tlie Treasurers, or either of them, pay the same, 
and be allowed in tifgir accounts ‘with the publick. 

The Council adjeufned till to-morrow morning, nine 
oelock. f= 

Saturday, Decombor 23, 1776, 

The Council met, according to adjournment. 


Fourra Senes.—Vou. Iv. 
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Resolved, That the Treasurers, or either of them, pay 
to Doctor James Geekie the sum of fifty pounds, to enable 
him to purchase Medicines for the use of the Fist Regi- 
ment of the Continental Tiaops in this Province; and 
that the said James Gecieie account with the next Provin- 
cial Congiess for the said sum, and that they be allowed 
in their accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That ench of the Publick T:easmers be em- 
powered to draw on the Continental Tieasmy for any 
sum, not exceeding ten thousand dollars each, towards de- 
fraying the expense of the Troops on the Continental 
establishment in this Province, 


Sundry Resolves of the Continental Congress, respect- 
ing regulations and attangements of the two Battalions of 
the Continental Army taised in this Province, heing com- 
municated to this Council by the Delegates of this Pro- 
vince in the said Congiess, 

Resolved, That copies of the said Resolves he delivered 
to the Colonels of the respective Battalions, and that it 
be recommended to them that they, with al] convenient 
speed, call General Couits-Maitial to form their respective 

epien, agieeably to the said Resolves. 

nd as the number of Captains, agieeably to the said 
Resolutions, must necessarily be reduced, this Council will 
recommend it to the Provincial Congress that, in caso any 
of the said reduced Captains will act as Lieutenants in 
the service, an allowance be made them, out of the pub- 
lick Tieasury of this Province, sufficient to make thejr 
pay equal to a Captain’s, and to retain their rank, And, 
as on tho said new artangement there will be several 
vacancies of Emsigns, this Council iecommend it to the 
Courts-Maitial to encourage proper persons to fill such va- 
cancias, to assist in 1eciuiting their respective Regiments, 
which services will be considered by this Council, in filling 
up the said vacancies, in proportion to the number they 
shall respectively tecruit. 

It is futher recommended to the Commanding Officers 
of the said Battalions, that they, as soon as may be, de- 
spatch proper officers on secruiting parties to the Western 
Counties of this Province, in order that their full comple- 
ment of men may be completed with aff despatch. 

Resolved, That a sum not exceeding eighty pounds, 
Proclamation money, be applied by Samuel Johnston, 
Iisq., Treasurer of the Northern District, for the purpose 
of erecting a Breastwork in the Town of Adenton, for the 
defence of the said Town; and that the said Tyeasyrer be 
allowed the same on settling his accounts with the publioks: 

Resolved, That it ba recommended to all friends to 
American fieedom to purchase all the Powder, Saltpetre, 
and Sulphur in their power, for the usa of the publick, and 
lodge the same with tho several Town ond County Com- 
mittees in this Province; and that the said Committees 
Appoint a proper person in each Town and County to take 
care of the above-mentioned articles, and taking receipts 
for the same, and to be paid for by the publick; and that 
a sum not exceeding halfa dollar be given for Saltpetre. 


Tho Council adjourned till to-morrow moining, nine 
o'clock, 


Sunday, Docembor 24, 1775, 

The Council met, according to adjournment. 

Resolved, That the Paymasters be diected to furnish o 
sum, not exceeding sixty pounds, to the Captain of each 
Company, to be by him paid to such persons as may be 
sent out on fecruiting parties, as advance money for thes 
new recruils, at forty shillings a man. 


Wherers Goveinour Martin hath distributed great num- 
bers of Tory Pamphlets in the Western part of this Pro- 
vince, wheie the People ae not well informed, 

Resolved, That the Continental Delegates from this 
Province be immediately infomed thereof, and desired to 
jocure the best Pamphlets that can be had, for the true 
information of the People, to counteract and fiustrate the 
wicked and diabolical stintagems of Governour Martin and? 

other tools of a couupt Ministry. 


rate go 

Resolved, That one-fourth part of the Po derpind 

Lend, Jodged in the hands of Mr, Hillam, sis 

Hillsborough, by resolve of this Council she, if vets “tos 

Mr. ‘Thomas Person, in order: if phe us colt a, publiék, 
f 


and that the said Johnston take ispeoplps lors the same. 
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Resoloed, That ta Commanding Oficer af tha First 
Regiment send an officer, with twenty-five privates, to 
Georgetown, a8 an cscort to protect the Aummunition to 
be purchased Me a resalve of this Council, for conveying 
tho same from thence 16 Cape-Fear, 

Resolved, ‘Uhat the Pay masters in the several Districts 
whore the Continental Troops are stationed, do immedi- 
ately puichase Cloth and have tha same made ap into 
‘Clothes, to wits Conts, Waistcoats, and Brecchos, for such 
of the men in the two Battalions of Continental Troops 
not already provided with Clothing, and that the amount 
thereof be discounted out of each man’s pay, at the rate 
of ton shillings per month. 

Resolved, That the sum of two thousand pounds be 
paid into the hands of Samucd Ashe, sq., Paymaster of 
the Troops stationed at Cape- tear, by the Southorn ‘T'ren- 
suver, for tho purpose of purchasing Cloth, 82e,, for said 
Troops, and that he account for the same to the next Gon- 
gress, and he allowed in hig accounts with the publiel. 

Resolved, That tho sum of ona thousand pounds be 
paid into tho hands of Robert Smith, Hsq., Paymaster of 
the Troops stationod at fadenton, by the Northern ‘Trea- 
sorer, for the purpose of purchasing Cloth, &c., lor snid 
Troops; and that ho account for the sumo to the next 
Congress, and be allowed in his accounts with tho publick. 

Resolved, That the sum of ong thousand ue ho 
paid into the bands of Richurd Caswell, sq., Paymastor 
of the ‘Lioops stationed at Newbern, by the Southern 
Trensurer, for the purpose of purshasing Cloth, &o., for 
said Troops; and that ha account for the same lo Congress 
At ils next movting, and be allowed in his accounts with 
tho publick, 

Resolved, Chat tho Northorn ‘Pronsurer pay into tho 
hands of Matthew Lociee, Paymustor of tho Tegulars and 
Minuto-men in tho District of Salisbury, the further sum 
of two thousand poids, to enable bim to pay ofl and 
olathe the Continental Toaps, and pay the Minuten; 
to he accounted for at the next meeting of the Congress, 
and be allowed in his accounts with the publick, 


Rosalued, That Matthew Srocke, Paymaster of Satis» 
bury District, be divested to purchaso all tha Ammunition 
he cau procure; and for all sums advanced in this sorvica 
ho shult be allowed in his setdloments with the publick. 

Resolved, ‘That tho Paymaster of the Continental 
Troops stationed in this Provineo do immedintely procure 
Caviridge-boxes and Lavorsaeks, for the ase of such of 
tho ‘Troops aa aro not alrondy supplied with thems and 
that the Payaiastars ba allowed for io gaurd ta the soliton 
mont of their respoctive accounts with tho publigl, 

‘The Continontal Congress having roconmended to tha 
Counoil additional Rations for tho Troops stationod in this 
Provingo, via: threa pints of Peas or Beans por wock, ov 
Voyotablas equivalent, rating the Pons or Beans nt a dollar 
per bushel; ono pint of Milk por day, at tho rate of 1-72 
of a dollar per pints half a pint of Rico or one pint of 


COLONEL HASBROUCK TO NEW-YORK cONaRUS4, 
, Nowburgh, Docomber 18, 1775. 
Pursuant to the ordors of the Congress to the Regiment 
under my command, to be in readiness upon any proper 
alarm, 1 have appointed the placo of gonaral rendezvous 
tobe at Mr. Martin Wygant’s, in Newburgh Vrocinet. 
Tam, with due obadienes to tho honourable Congress, 


sir, your hamblo servant, JoAvitan: Taaonoudr: 


To the Honourable Nathaniel Woodhull, Prositent of tho 
Provincial Congress of the Colony of Netw» Yorle, 


t \ eae 


" GOVERNOUR TRYON TO TIE MAYOR OF NEW-YORK, 
Ship Datehoss of Gordon, of Now. York, i 
ix thug Desembor 18, 1775. 

Sin; [ Jose no timo in transmitting to you, herewith, a 
letter I this morning reegived from Captain Parker, of Bis 
Mijesty’s ship Phente, conyruniostlbg cerfain instructions 
he lbe vaceived from Admiral Gravés, for the rule of his 
coidlict on dils siationg which fotich ‘you will forthwith 
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Indian Meal par man per week; ano quart of Spruce 
Boer or Cider per man, or nine gallons of Molasses por 
company of one bundred mey per week ; threo pounds of 
Candles (o ong bundrad mien pet week, for guards; twens 
ty-four pounds of Soft or eight pounds of Hard Soap for 
one hundred men per week : 

The Council having tuken the same into consideration, 
resolve that the several Commissaiies to tho Continontal 
Troops do supply them with tho above-mentioned Rations, 
and that they respectively be allowed for each man so to 
bo supplied, per day, the additional sum of two pence ; 
and that the said Commissaries bo allowed for the same in 
the saitemont of their respective necounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That the Creasurers, or cithar of them, pay 
to IWilliam Chew the sum of forty pounds and oight pence, 
Proclamation money, for conveying a packet from tho 
Continental Congress to this Boad, and cunying baels ane 
swars to the sania; and bo allowed inthelt accounts with 
tho publick, 

Resolved, That the soveral Mombars of tho Committea 
of Safoty for the District of Salishury, bo required to mact 
on tha first Zuesday in Mebruary next, for the despatch of 
publick business, 

Resolved, That tho Northern Treasurer, or tho Pay- 
master of Sudisbury District, pay Mrs Waightstill Avery 
tha sum of Gventy-five poubils cowards dalbaying tis exe 
ponsos to South Caroline, on the business of this Provineo, 


Resolved, ‘hut, in ensa any of the Continental Troops 
should bo stationed tn oither of the ‘Towns in this Provines, 
the Connnittes of such Vown is hereby ampowared and 
rognired to movida for thom suitable Barracks during thele 
stay in such ‘Lown, and report to tho naxt Congrags the 
time such Barracks shall have been aecupied, that the 
Mombos thorvol’ may malo such allownngos ns they shal) ® 
judge necessary. 

Resolved, 'Vhat it he recommended to the several Town 
aud County Committees in (his Provinces immediately to 
fornish the Captains of each Minute and Militin Company, 
in their respactive Counties, with copies of the ‘Lose 
signed and recommended by the Ite Provincial Congress, 
rod prosent tho same to tho men under their eammand, for 
their approbation; and also to return a list of all those 
who neglect or refuse signing tho samo, to the said Come 
mittee, ta be by thear teinsaiyad to te Provineial Couns 
cil at their next smvuting. 

Resolved, That itis the opinion “of this Couneil that no 
porson or persons stinll ho ontidad to any benetit or roliet 
tigninst auy dobtor, ws diraeted hy the Provingial Cangresy, 
unless such porson or pereons sO applying shall, at lonst 
ten daya previous (0 such application, have subscribed the 
Continental Association tind the Tost, ax cigned and rd 
commendad by the Into Provinginl Congrass, held ait Bitlis 


h , 3 Abe 
borough, Connsuany Tanner, Brostdont, 
By ardor: 


Tantus Granny, Ing Clorke. 





maka known to tho Corporation and citizens of Neto- York; 
and L requost that you will insert it in tho publick papers, 
to tho end that the inhabitants of this Province may have 
the comfort of knowing the prcotin that is afforded to 
the friends of order and good government, and warned fo 
caoid a continuation of mensuresathat will involve the 
country in misery, and bring destruction upgy thelr fhmilies 
and on thelr own bonds « 
Lam, sir, your very humble servant, 
Wintaan Tryon, 


J 
To Whitehead Licks, Vsq., Mayor of the City of Now 


Work, 


CAPTAIN PARKER TO GOVRRNOUR TRYON, 
Ship Phonix, at Now-¥ ok, Docombor 18, 1775, 
Siu: Being ordered by my instructions from Viee«Ad» 
miral Graves, Commander-in-chiof of His Majesty's ships 
and vessels in North- America, publickly to signify to all 
towns accessible to His Majesty’s ships, Wat in case any 
violences shall hereafter be offered to any of tho officéts 
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of the Ciown, or other peaceably disposed subjects of Lis 
ajesty } ory if any badies of men shall be raised and arm- 
ed in tho said towns, or any military works erected, other- 
wise than by order of His Majesty, or those acting under 
his authority; or, if any attempts shall be made to seize or 
destroy any publick magazine of arms, ammunition, or 
stores, in all or cithar of those cases, it will be my duty to 
troat the said town as in open rebellion against the King. 
Lam to request that your Excellency will be ploased to 
let the above instructions be publickly made known in the 
town of New-York. At the same time, you will assure 
them that I shall be happy in granting the town every pro- 
tection in the power of His Majesty’s ships under my com- 
mand, I am, sir, your most obedient and most humble 
seryant, H. Panxen. 


To His Excellency Governour Zryon. 


SAMUEL STEVENS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 
Charlestown, Cumborland County, N. ¥., 
Docembor 18, 1775, i 

Sim: I am requested by some of the people of the 
County of Cumberland, to acquaint you, as Secretary of 
the Congress of the Colony of New- Yori, that the major 
part of the inhabitants of that County are desirous that the 
Congress do not make out commissions to any person or 
porsons in cither of the regiments of militia in that County, 
until a candid representation be made of the minds of the 
pooplo with respect to tho several nominations and appoint- 
ments made by thelr County Congress and Committee of 
Safety, sel it be to those persons who were chosen by 
tha people of the several towns in Junc last, by order of the 

lolnty Congress when upwards of forty mombers were 

fdsent. They recommended that the County be formed 
into two rogiments of militia, for which purpose, order that 
*the inhabitants of the respective towns in each regiment 
meot, and make choice of one captain, one lieutenant, and 
one ensign, in each town; that the said officers should 
afterwards meet and make choice of proper porsons for 
fiold-officors of each regiment, which was accordingly done ; 
and the people in general are as well satisfied as the natuie 
of such a proceeding will admit of, 1 suppose there may 
be n few disaffected persons, who expected to have been 
ohogen to office. The persons made choice of in the lower 
yagimont for field-ollicers were, viz: James Rogers, Colo- 
nel; Bleazer Puitison, Liewtenunt-Colonel ; and one Mr, 
Lovejoy, Major. Upper tegiment: Sinon Stevens, of 
Springfield, Colonel ;Joseph Marsh, of Lan ford Licu- 
tenant-Colonel; and Benjamin Wait, of Windsor, Major. 
‘A yeiurn of the proceeding was delivered to Major Mil. 
Ham Williams, and by him to be delivered to the Congress 
at New-Yorse, that the commissions may accordingly issue, 
if the choice were approved of by the Congress, 1 under- 
stand that about fourteen or fifteen of the said Congress 
met some time in September, and made a new choice of 
fiold-officers, and left out the most of those chosen first; 
at which time they made choice of a standing Committee 
of Safety, and then dissolved themselves as a Congiess. 

1 am informed, that at a meeting of the said Committee 
of Safety; about three weeks ago, consisting of fourteen 
mombers, amongst, other things, nominated another set of 
xentlamen to be fold-officers of the militia and minutée- 
rogiment ; so that if they are all commissioned, above one- 
thid of the men in the County will be officers. The two 
Jast choices have created a great deal of uneasiness in the 
County. [intend shortly to pay you a visit, 

1 am, sir, in haste, your humble servant, 

SanveL Srevans, 


— a 


a 


* 


|, GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO GENERAL SCHUYLER, 
peel : Hond*Quartors, Decombor 18, 1775, 
My ‘nean Generar: I have been near a fortnight be- 
fore Quebeck, at the hand of Apwards of eight hundred 
man 3 a force you will say not, yory adequate to the business 
in hand, but we must make the best of it, It is all T could 
ot. Uhave been-sd used to struggle with difficulties, that 
expect them nf caypsa, =< 
J hope the troops will be sent down as soon as possible, for 
should we fail in our'Grst attempt, a second or a third may 
do the business befare relief can anlve to the garrison. 
Possession of the town, and that speedily, hold of the 
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highest consequence. The enemy are expending the am- 
munition most liberally, and I fear the Canadians will not 
relish a union with the Colonies till they see the whole 
country in our hands, and defended by such a force as may 
relieve them from the apprehensions of again falling under 
the Ministerial lash, Were it not for these reasons, I 
should have been inclined to a blockade till towards the 
first of Apri, by which time the garrison would probably 
be mush distressed for provisions and wood. 

With anxious wishes for the recovery of your health, 
and best respects to your family if you be returned home, I 
am, my dear sir, your very affectionate and obliged hum- 
ble servant, 

Ricwarp Monzaovery. 


To Major-General Schuyler. 





GENERAL WOOSTER TO GENERAL SOHUYLER, 
Hond-Quartors, Montreal, Decombor 18, 1775, 

Dear Gengnan: General Montgomery informs me that 
you desired me to send you an account of the number of 
men that I discharged between Albany and Ticonderoga. 
Therefore } would inform you that I did not discharge any 
men, but only gave them a furlough—and that to the Con- 
necticut troops only—to pass to New-England, as the 
term of their inlistments were not expired, and I imagined 
they might be very serviceable there ; and as the Captains 
are Pay masters to their own companies, by act of Assem-~ 
bly of the Colony of Connecticut, they are all returned 
home, and without doubt have settled their pay-rolls with 
the Committee of the Pay-Lable appointed for that purpose. 

Sir, | must beg leave to enforee General Montgomery's 
request, for the Paymaster or mouey to be sent forward, 
or we shall be overwhelmed with mutiny and disorder, 

J am, dear General, your most obedient, humble servant, 


To General Schuyler. Davin Woosren. 


GOVERNOUR COOKE TO TILE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
Providence, December 18, 1775, 

Sin: Tam favoured with your [fonour’s ietter enclosin, 
the resolutions of the Congress'relating to the Continental 
army, and beg Jeave to assure you that every assistance in 
my pet shall be given to re-establish it, ‘The militia of 
the Province of tho Massachusetis-Bay and New-Lamp- 
shire have cheerfully supplied greater numbers of men 
than were required of them for the: defence of the lines, 
and J think it probable that three-quarters of the old-sol- 
diors will reinlist before the militia are dischargdds ‘11 'f 

1 gave orders some time ago for the delivery of Mr. 
Smith's trunk to Mr. Simon Pease, and am informed by 
him that he shipped it to Philadelphia by Capt. Anthony, 
who sailed about eleven or twolye days ago, 

This letter will be handed to you by Messrs, Pene¢ and 
Pliarnc, who arrived hete about ten days ago from Cape- 
Fvangots, in a vessel sent by the Colony for powder; they 
were wall recommended to us, and I gave them a letter to 
General Washington, who hath prevailed upon them to 
lay tlicir proposals before the Congress, I hope their visit 
to North-America will be an introduction to such measures 
as may be attended with happy consequences to the Onifed 
Colonies, 

] am, with great esteem, sir, your most obedient, humn- 


ble servant, Nicuouas Cooke, 


To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. i ihe 


GENERAL WASHINGTON 'T0 GENERAL HOWE, 
Cambridge, Decomber 18, 1775. 

Str: We have just been informed of a circumstance 
which, were it not so well authenticated, I should scarcely 
think ereiible. It is, that Colonel Allen, who (with his 
small party) was defeated and taken prisoner near Mon- 
ireal, has been treated without regard to decency, humex 
nity, or the rules of war; that he has been throws ino 
irons, and suffers all the hardships inflicted upon comnion 
felons, J think it my duty, sir, to demand, ang nect 
from you an eclaircissement on this subject ; i i i sme 
time, 1 flatter myself, from the character ve tr, Hoitie 
bears, as a man of honour, gentlema ae er, that my 


i ith hi ions’ [rmiget'take the 
demand will meet with his appropalien, Ysmset 


a 


gui 


liberty, also, of informing you, that T shall consider your 
silence ag a confirmation of the truth of tho report, and fur- 
ther assuring you, that whatever (yeatment Colonel Allen 
receives, whatevar fate ho undergoes, such exactly shall bo 
the treatment and fale of Brigadier Prescodt, now in our 
hands, ‘Cho law ofyetalintion ig not only justifinblo in the 
eyes of God and man, but absolutely a duty which, in our 
presont cireamstances, We owe (o aur relatives, friends, and 
follow-citizens. Permit ine to add, sir, that we haye all 
hore the highest regard and reverence for your grent por- 
sonal qualities and attainments, and that the amertcans in 
genoral estcem it not as tho loust of their misfortunes, that 
the name of Zfowe—n name so dear to them, should aprons 
at the head of the catalogue of the instruments employed 
by a wicked Ministry for their destruction. ; 

With duo respect, I have the honour to be, sit, your 
most obediont, humble sorvant, 


To Genoral Flowe, 
P, S. If an exchange of prisoners, talon on cach sida in 
thig unnatural contest, is agreoable to General JTowe, ho 


will please to signify a3 much to his most al 


Gronan Wasiieron. 


GENENAD WASHINGYON YO GENERAL SCHUYLER, 
Cambridge, Docombor 18, 1775, 

Dwan Sim: Your favous, tho first of the 28th ultimo, 
and the two Inst of the Oth instant, with their enclosures, I 
received. Jam happy to hear of your being botter, and 
heartily wish that you may soon be perleelly recovered 
from your indisposition. 

Ishould havo been very glad if My, Curlecon had not 
mao his escapo. I trust, ere tong, ho will bo in our 
hands, as I think wo shall got possession of Quebecle, from 
whenco ho will not ensily get away. { am much con- 
corned for Mr. A7/on, and that he should be weuted with 
such sovority. I beg that you will havo the matter and 
manner of his treatment strictly inquired into, and trans- 
mit mo an account of the samo; and whether General 
Prescott was active and instrumental in ocoasioning it. 
From your lettor, and Goneral Monigamery’s to you, Lam 
led to think hewag, If go, he is deserving of our particular 
Notice, and should exporiance some marks of our yesont- 
ment for his cruelty to these gontlemon, and his violation 
of the vights of humanity, As somo of the prisoners havo 
attempted to oscape, I doubt not of your giving necessary 
orders that thoy may be provented. ft is a matter that 
should bo attendud to. 

Tn a lottar from the Rev. Dootor Wheelock, of Dart 
mauth Colloge, of the second instant, I had the following 
intelligonco ; 

“That the day bofore, two soldiars roturning from Monti e- 
al, informod him that our officers were assured by a Jrench- 
man (a Captain of tho artillery whom they had tnken oap- 
tivo) that Major Rogers was socond in command under 

neral Carleton, md that he hnd been in an adic habit 
through our dncampmont at St. John’s; and had givon a 
p fan of thom {to tho Gonorals, and supposed that he made 
hig escapo with the dncians that wore at St, John’s? 

You will be ploased to hayo this report examined into, 
and acquaint me as to the authenticity or probability of the 
trath of it, If any circumstances can be discovered to in- 
duc a belief that he was thore, ho should be apprehended, 
He ‘is féw in this Govornment, 

The Congress have sont me sevelal accounts against the 
rifle companies, one of which is against Captain Morgan, 
which J anclose you, and desire that it may be transmitted 
to Colonel arnold, who will have proper steps taken for 
the payment of it, as Captain Morgan is with him, 

Aflatier myself that your next favour will give mo an 
adoounkofGoneral Montgomery's joining Colonel Arnold, 
and that Quebeck ja, or soon will ‘be, reducad to our poss 
sossions  Shobld our arms bo crowned with much success, 
to me it appem# that Administration will Le much ambar- 
rasged, and stand: jp a very disagrocable predicament. 


Lan, &e,, , 
To Major-Genoral Schuyler. 


Gzoran Wasmneron. 


GENERAL GREBNE TO WENRY WARD. | 
eg dete ProspootHill, Decomber 18, 1775, 
"The artoy is filling up" slowly; 1 think the prospect is 


nl 


CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &., DECEMBER, 1776, 


812 


hotter than it hes been. Recruits coma in out of the coun. 
wy plentifully, and the soldiers in the nlny hegin to show 
a better disposition, and to reeruit obeerful 

Your observation is execdingly just. “This is no time 
for disgusting the soldiery, when their nid is so essential to 
the preservation of the rights of human onture, and the 
liberties of America, [is Mxeellency is a great and good 
man; J fee) tho highest degree of respect for him. { wish bim 
immortal honowr, | think myself bappy in tn opportunity 
to sorve under so good a General. My happiness will bo 
still greater if fortane gives me an suber ity its soma sigs 
nal instance to connibate to his glory and my country’s 

oot, 

But his Excellency, as you observe, has not bad timo 
to mako himself acquainted with the genius of this people 
they ave naturally as brave and spirited ag the peasantry of 
any other country, but you onnnot expect veterans of a 
raw militia from only n few months’ segvice. “Lhe common 
people are oxceedingly avaricions; thd gonius of the peo- 
plo is commercial, from their long intercourse with trade, 
The sontinent of honour, the true charactoristick of a sol- 
diar, has uat yot got tho better of iatorest. Lis excelluncy 
has beon taught to believe the people here a suparior taco 
of mortals; and finding thom of the same temper und dis- 
positions, pnysions and prejudices, virtues and vices of the 
common people of other Governments, thoy sink in his 
estuam. ‘Che country rod here set no hounds to their 
domand for bay, wood, and teaming. Tt hua given his Bxecl 
Joney n great deal of unensiness that they should tale this 
oppormily to oxtort from tho necossitios of the anny such 
enormous prices. ‘The General has often expressed to mo 
his uneasiness about tho exponses 5 ay 80 thr oxcoud tha 
expectations of Congress, Ue is afraid thay will sink ane 
der the weight of such charges, Meonomy is undouliedly 
essential in this dispute; thero should be no wanton wastes 
of publick property; but if you starve the cause, you pros 
tract tho disputo. 

If the Congrass wish to put the Gnishing stroke to this 
war, thoy must exert thoir wholu force at oncu—give oven 
ry measure an air of decision, I pray God we nay not 
Jose the criticn! moment. JJuman aflaivs aro ever like the 
tido, constantly on tho ebb and flew. Our preparations in 
in all parts of the United Colonies ought (o be so grant ns 
to leave no room to doubt our jutentions to support the 
chuse and obtain our canditions, This will draw in tho 
wouk and wavering, and giversuch a turn to the minds of 
people, that smi shocks shall not $he sorfously falt in tho 
goneral plan of operations, Your proclamation, iy answer 
to that of tho King’s of August lust, is glorious, is noble; 
was it unanimous, or only tho voice of a sianll anajority ? 
Tho papers anvounee to you tho nmob greater part of the 
military operations hoya. 

Byrom tho best accounts wo can get out of Boston, t } A 

a 


* 


are prodigiously distressed, It begins to bo vor 

the scurvy discovers itsalf; tho sinallepox pravail 
Goneral Lows is inoculating all tho soldicry who have 
nevor bad ite J think they cannot hold out tho winter 
through, though we wero to Jeave tham unmolested, which 
God grant wo may not. 

It is reported that Quebeck is taken. Genoral Moni- 
omery and Colonel Arnold will nequiré immortal honouy, 
h, that wo had plenty of powder; I should then hope to 

see something Uone hore for tho honour of America, 

Our barracks are almost completed. Blankets and 
clothing will ba very much wanted, notwithstanding your 
supply from Congress, The Conngeticut Woops are gona 
homo; the militin from this Province and New-/ampshira 
aro,come jn to take their places, Upon this occasion, they 
have discovered 9 zonal that does them the highest honour. 
New-Ianpshiva behaves nobly, 


renee 


« GLAND BOUNTY Tor UIGTLAND EMTIOANTS, 
TJoud-Quartora, Boston, December 18, 1778, 
Tho bearer horeof, Duncan McArthur, having voluntns 
rily engaged to sorvoslTis Majesty in the Royal Re imen 
of Highland Emigrants, (raised and astablished for (ie it 
and loyal purpose of opposing, quelling, and suppresding 
the present most unnatural, unprovoked, and, wanton rex 
bellion,) conformable to tho orders and dixgetions of ,bj 
Excellency the Commander-in-chiof, and.agrecabla, ol 
Majesty’s most gracious intentions, clgnited by tho bat of 


$13 


Dartmouth, (Seoretary of Stato for America,) “ that such 
emigrants from North-Britain, as well as other loyal sub- 
jects, that should engage to serve in the before-mentioned 
corps, should be considered ‘ the most favourable light; 
and after the conclusion of the present unhappy civil war, 
S which period only they are obliged to serve,) be enti- 
tled to a proportion of two hundred acres vacant (or forfeit 
éd) lands for every man ov head of a family, together with 
filly acres more in addition for every person the family may 
éonsist of; the whole to be granted and patented without 
any expénse to the said grantees. And, moreover, to be 
fice of any quit-rent to the Crown for twenty years.” I 
do therefore, with the consent and approbation of his Eix- 
cellency the Commander-in-chief, certify and declare, that 
the said Dinican McArthur is, at the expiration of the pro- 
sant troubles, (and when peace, order, and due obedience 
to the laws are re-established in the Bretish Colonies on 
the Continent and lslands of North-America,) to be at 
liberty, and entitled to a final discharge from said regiment 
ahd front his Majosty’s military service ; and likewise to 
reecive as a just reward for his spirited loyally the before- 
mentioned grant of lands, in consequence of the orders and 
directions His Majesty has been pleased to issue for that 
purpose. 

Fiven under my hand and seal, time and place, as frst 
above mentioned, 

To all whom it may concern. 

Munnoon Maciean, Capt. R. I, Emigrants. 


To Major John Small, 
ACT OF A LEER FROM CAMBRIDGE, DATED DEOLM-~ 
ee Ber 18, 1775. 
Yesterday being dark and cloudy, General Putnam broke 
‘ground, with four hundred men, on Lechmere’s Point, at 
ten o’clock in the morning. ‘The mist was so great as to 
prevent the enemy from Liategter what he was about, 
until twelve, when it cleared up, and opened to their view 
our whole party at the point, and another at the causeway, 
throwing a new bridge over the ereok that forms the fsland 
at high water. The Scarborough ship-of-war, which lay 
off the point, immediately poured in upon our men a broad- 
side, The enemy, from Baten, threw many shells, and 
obliged us to decamp from the point, with two men badly 
wounded, ‘The bridge, however, was ordered to bo raised 
by the brave old General, ahd was completed last night, 
tha gartison of Cobble-Hill were ordered to return the 
it fife; whiely they did, and soon obliged hor to heave 
tightvupon her springs, and to cease firing. But the batter 
in Wew-Boston kept up the Gre of shells till twelve o'clock’ 
Inst night. Our party at the point renewed their work in 
the evening, and continued it all night. This morning, at 
day-light, by a signal of two rockets from Boston, the Sear- 
borough weighod anchor, and has left the point clear, She 
js now anehored at Charlestown ferry, out of harm’s way, 
The work at the point is well secured, and will be comple- 
ted this night, * 
The Scarborough’s flight is a proof of the enemy’s weak- 
ness, and of tho strength of our two last posts, Cobble- Hill 
and Lechmere’s Point, 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BEVERLY, DATED DECEMBER 
18, L775. 


You no doubt have heard of Captain Manly, who goes 
in a privateer out of this harbour; because his name is 
famous, and as many towns contend for the honour of his 
birth as they did for that of Hoxer’s, Captain Manly as 
brought into this harbour in the course of a fortnight, two 
large brigs, of two hundred and twenty tons each, laden 
with military storos and provisions, and two ships, of three 
huridred tons ench, laden with English goods, porter, live 
hogs, 820;, to the amount of forty thousand pounds sterfing 
the whole, A sloop is just brought in here fa Virginia, 
laden with corn, oats, potatoes, &c. The Captain was a 
fhidshipman belonging to the Ofter slbop-of-war there ; she 
twas bound to Boston, andhas been out fourteen days, Of 
the people on board is a member of their Provincial Con- 
gross, two other persotis of noté, whoih Lord Dunmire had 
taken prisoners, and orderéd to Boston’to be: tried, it is 
supposed, for their lives. There is Tikéwise d tory ‘Colonel, 
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who had inlisted three hundred slaves and convicts, but 
was defeated and obliged to fly to Lord Dunmore; who 
advised him to go to Boston, and recommended him to 
General Howe for a commission. 

‘The prisoners, with all the letters and papers, (some of 
which are of great consequence,) are just gone off to Head- 
quarters. 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
{Read Decembor 30, 1775.] 
Cambridge, December 18, 1775. 

Sra: Captain Manly, of the Leo, armed schooner, took 
and sent into Beverly the sloop Betsy, A. Ailcinson mas- 
ter. She isan armed vessel, despatched by Lord Dun- 
more, with Indian corn, potatoes, and oats, for the army in 
Boston, The packots.of letters found on board I have the 
honour to send you with this, by Captain James Chambers, 
they being of so much importance that I do not think it 
would be prudent to trust them by a common express, 
As Lord Dunmore’s schemes are fully laid open in these 
lettets, I need not point out to the Congress the necessity 
there is of a vigorous exertion being adopted by them, to 
dispossess his Lordship of the strong hold he has got in Vir- 
ginia. Ido not mean to dictate, but Lam sure they will 
pardon me for giving them, freely, my opinion, which is, 
that the fato of America a good deal depends on his being 
obliged to evacuate Norfolk this winter, or not. 1 have 
Kirkland well securod, and think L will send him to you 
for examination, By most of the letters relative to! him, 
he js u dangerous fellow. John Stuard’s letters and papers 
are of a very intoresting nature, Goyernour Tonyn’s, and 
many other letters from Augustine, show the woaknessof 
the place, at the same time of what vast consequence it 
would be for us to possesss ourselves of it, and ite reat 
quantity of ammunition contained in the forts. Indeed, 
theso papers are of so great consequence that I think this 
but lite inferior to any prize our famous Manly lias taken, 

We now work at ottr ease on Lechmere's Hill: On dis 
covering ow party thera yesterday morning, the ship which 
lay opposite began a cannonade, to which Mount-Horamn 
adde some shells. One of our men was wounded, We 
fired a few shot from two eighteen-pounders which are 
plese on Cobble-Till, and soon obliged the ship to shift 

her station, She now lies in the ferry-way, und, except a 
few shells from tho Mount in Boston, which do no exeou- 
tion, we have no interruption in prosecuting our works? 
which will in a very short time be completed.” When that 
is done, when wo have powder to sport with, I think if the 
Congress resolve on the execution of ‘the proposa) mada 
relative to the town of Boston, it can be done, 

IL have sent n letter in this day to General Howe, of 
which a copy goes herewith. My reason for pointing out 
Brigadior-General Prescott as the objoct who is to suffer’ 
Mr, Allen's fate, is, that by letters from General Schttyler, 
and copies of letters from General Montgomery to Schuy- 
ler, Tam given to understand that Prescot is the cause of 
Allen’s sufferings. I thought it best to be decisive on the 
occasion, as did the Generals whom T consulted thereon, ' 

The return for men inlisted, since my lasty amoaunti. to 
about eighteen hundred ; making in the whold, seven thou- 
sand ons hundred, The militia that are come in, both 
from this Province and New-Hampshire, ave very fine- 
looking men, and go through their duty with great alacrity. 
The despatch made, both by the people in marching, and 
by the legislative powers in complying with my requisition; 
has given me infinite satisfaction. 

Your letter of the Sth instant, with the oxplanatory te- 
solve respecting my calling forth the militia and minule- 
men, is come to hand, to which I shall’ pay all due attention, 
You have removed all the difficulties which I laboured 
under about the two battalions of marines. 1 shall obay 
tho orders of Congress in Jooking out for proper officers 10 
cammand that corps. I make no doubt but when ‘th 
money arrives to pay off the arrears, and the month’s ‘a 
vance, that it will be a great encouragement for tli a 
inlist. : b 

Enclosed is a Jeter I lately received from MrhJédines: 
Lovell. His vase is truly pitiable. 1. wishrsdme: mode 
could be fallen upon to relieve’ him from the éfuel situation 
he is now in, fam sensible of thax impropriety of ox- 
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changing a soldier for a citizon; but there is something so 
Seually distressing in regard to this gentleman, that I daro 
say you will take it under your considoation. 

Tam, with great respect, sir, your most obadiont, hum- 


blo Serva Gronon Wasminaron, 
Honouable John Hancoele, sq. 


JAMES LOVELL tO GENARAL WASHINGTON, 
Provost Prison, Boston, Novomber 19, 1775, 

May rr priease your Exonnunney: I wish at this time 
to waive tho expression of my veneration of your charac. 
ter, ina still lively hope that Providence will bless me 
with the opportunity of attempting it by tho united sincere 
language of my eyes and lips, though even that must prove 
inndequate. Personally a stranger to you, my sullevings 
Hiave yet aflocted your benevolent mind, and your oxer- 
tions in my favour have made so deep an impression upon 
my grateful heart as will romain till the period of my Intest 
breath. 

Your Excellency is alrondy informod that the pawers of 
the military government established in this town have been 
wantonly aiid cially exercised against me, from the 29th 
of June inst. J have in yain ropeatedly solicited to be 
brought to some kind of tial for my pretended cme. In 
answer to a potition of that sort, prosentod on tho 16th of 
October, 1 nm directed, by Captain Balfour, Ajd-do-camp 
to Gonoral Lowe, to seck tho release of Colonel Siene 
and his son, ag tho salo means of my own enlargement. 
This proposition appanis to mo extromely disgraceful ta the 
pe ty fiom whioh it comes, and a complinnee with it would 

8 pregnant with dangerous consequences to my follow-citi- 
zons, But whilo my own spirit prompts mo to roject it 
directly with tha keenost disdain, the importunity of my 
distressed wife, and the advico of somo whom [ esteem, 
have checked mo down to a consent to give your Fixcel- 
lenoy this information. { have tho fullest confidenco in 
your wisdom, and I shall be perfectly resigned to your de- 
termination, whatever it may be. I must not, however, omit 
to gay, that, should you condescond to atigimatizo this pro- 
cecding of my onomies hy fetter, the correction might 
work some change in favour of myself, or at least of my 
family, whioh must, L think, perish through want of fuel and 
provision, in the approaching winter, if it continues to be 
deprived of my assistance. 

Y have the honour to bo, your Excolleney’s devoted 
friend and servant, Tiga: Govt: 


Yo Tis Excollency Gonoral Washington, 


JAMER LOVELY 10 GENERAL, WASTIINGTON, 
4“ Boston Priaon, Docombor 6, 1775. 

Sr: Taddress your Eixcollency upon a matiar greatly 
important in its consequences to more than myself, And 
though T am personally unknown to you, { shall procoad 
without any other ceramony, than just to bog you would 
Kot atvibuto my asonines to the consideration of the 
channel by which my letter will be conveyod, but to my 
embarrassment in an aim to oxpress, hy words, my real 
veneration of your publick character, 

Charged with beinga “spy, and giving intelligence to the 
Rebals,” | have beer suffering tho pains and indignities of 
Hee from the 29th of June last, without any sort 
of strial, 

Captain Balfour, Fr kgtpes to General Ilewe, some 
time ago, directed Mis. Loved? to tell me, from the 
Commandar-in-chief, that I must obtain the oxchange of 
Golonel Siene and his son, as tho only condition of my 
enlargement; and I bavo waited weeks from that, in a vain 
hope of being enabled to write with movo precision to your 
Hxgvelléney: 

‘L have no argument, but of a pivato nature, to make 
uge of Wponithig.oocasion, and it is addrossed to your Ix. 
colleney’s humanity, which Tam well satisfied will attend 
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Intercoptod Lottors tianamittad lo Gongroes by Gonoril Washington, 
with hin Lotter duted Decanher 18, 1775, 
GOVERNOUR TONYN TO QRNBRAL QAQK. 

At, Auguatino, Soplombor 80, 1778, 


Sm: I havo this moment the honour of your Kixcollency’s 
letter of 29th April last, with a circunistantial account of 
tho unhappy affair that happened on the 19th Arid, between 
is Majesty’s uoops and tho people of the Province ander 
your Joxcelloney’s Govornment. 

Wad the account arrived in ony reagounble timo, it would 
havo prevented a great deal of anxioty ond uneasiness here, 
bat so many things have happened sings, to tho astonish- 
mont of all mankind, that one is actually bewildered in the 
madness of the times. 

Your lexeelency’s account of the attack on the heights 
of Charlestown will probably be os long on the road here 
as the Inst; but {hope some system of « more quick coms 
munication sill soon tako plooe. LT must confess L do nat 
think that bus beon sulliciontly attonddd to; Jam sure it 
was a matter of more importance than in genoral it seomed 
to bo imagined, 

Wishing your Hxcellonoy all imaginable success, with a 
share of good health and spirits, in proportion to the great 
fatigues you must nuccasmily undergo and the most arduous 
commind {fis Majesty has been pleased to entrust to your 
Excelleney’s conduct, [ bave the honour to be, with vory 
grout osteom and rogard, sir, your xcolloney’s most obedi« 
cnt and most humble servant, Parntox Tonya 


on 


GOVENNOUR 'TONYN VO ADMIRAL GRAVES, 
Bo Auguatino, Ootohor &, 1778 

Sim: On tho 14th of last month Thad the honour to 
writo to you; which Jotter is now on board tho transport, 
with troops for Virginia, aud this will go by tho sane op 
portunity. 

Yesterday the S%. Lawrence, schooner, avvived in this 
hubour, She will be of grent use to this Province, J am 
very thankful to you for this mark of your attention to Lis 
Majosty’s servico in this Pioyinca, I shall endenvour to 
make tho sorvice hore as agivoable to Captnin Graves ag 
possible, 

I have tho honour to be, sir, your most obedient and most 


umblo sorvan 
humble soryant, Parriox Toren, 


> 
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JONN SIUARE TO GENETAL SILOMAS GAGK, 
St, Auguatlio, Soptombor 90, 1778. 


Sin: [have by this opportunity written to your Fexcol- 
lency, and fully communicated what L know of Indian 
altnirs, Il havo not os yet received any answer to my lat 
tors and mossagos, sont to tho Indias nations by expresses 
upon my first arrival tier, I take the liberty of \ oubli 
your Excellency with this, by Colonel Moses Rirlbada ‘a 
tho South-Caroling militie, who, for his attachment ta Ga= 
vernment, iy obliged to fly; he visits your Excellency to 
communicate tho aitnation of affans in the bak parte of the 
Southern Provinces, where he is well sequaintod and vory 
popular, [know him to bo uw enterprising, activa man, 
and may possibly bo useful in bringing back the people of 
Carolina to their duty, or keeping up party for Govern+ 
ment. Lord Milliam Campbell has desied me to furnish 
him with some moncy to defray bis expenses; which I have 
done accordingly, and have given bim a small bill on my 
agent at New-York, : 

I most cordially congiatulato, yaur Exeellonoy on the 
signal advantage obtained over the Rebels by the troops 
under your command ot Bunter's Lill, and wish it may 
have boen followed by such further success as may facilitate 
the restoration of putbtiok tyanquillity, upon terms glorious 
to your Excellency, and honourable to tho nation. 

t am, with tho utmost,respect aud trath, sir, your lx. 

eney’s most obedient and most humble servant, 
Joun Srvarv. + 


cel 


tha decisions of your wisdom, I myself am reducad to 
such a risk of life, and my family to such miserios, by my 


P.S. The last letigr whieh T have had the honour of ae 
imprisonment, as to make both the objects of compassion 


eciving from your Excellency is dated Lith of March. , es 
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to all who aro not lennedly barbarous and cruel. ae ot BE 


SOUN STUART TO GENGRAL THOMAS GAGH«, ‘ 
St, Auguating, Qolobor 8, 1775, 
Sm: Last night [had the honour of reoslving your:Eaty 
& 


~ 


Iam, your Excelleney’s devoted servant, 
Janes Lovent, 
TosGenoral Washington. 
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celloncy’s letter of 12th September, and 1 shall pay the 
stiictost attention to your commands contained in its no- 
thing in my power shall be yeglected to forward the inte- 
tests of Government and your Eexcellenoy’s views, 

Since writing ray last letter, by Colonel Kirkland, I have 
received, by the way of Savannah, a copy of a talle fom 
tho Cherokees, to Mr. Cameron, which I now enclose. It 
shows their disposition, which I shall, by all means, culti- 
vate for which purpose my brother is prepaiing to set off 
for the Greek, and afterwards for the Cherokee nation, 

Tt occurs to me that it will no longer be good policy to 
foment the difference between the Choctaws and Creeks; 
for while they continue at war it will be difficult or even 
impossible to get the Cr cers to act in His Majesty’s service, 
hy which they must expose their women and childien to 
the attacks of their enemies, I shall impatiently wait for 
your [Excelloncy’s ideas upon this subject, which J humbly 
submit, In the mgun time I shall send the necessary in- 
structions thoughout the District. 

I shall immediately take steps to get some Indians here, 
which will be an acquisition to this place, in its present 
wenk state; and I have been for some time past using all 
possible means of supplying myself with necessmies for en- 
gaging the Indians fumly in Tis Majesty’s interest. 1am 
apprehensive I shall find difficulty in getting a supply of 
provisions, 

J have the honour of being, with tho utmost respect, sir, 
your Eixcelloncy’s most obedient and most humble servant, 

Joun Sevan, 


oe GAGn. 


Octobe 3, 1775, 
Sm; Colonel Kirkland will acquaint your Excellency 
athat a gieat majority of the fiontier and back inhabitants of 
Carolina ave attached to and inclined to support Govern~ 
ment. In such circumstances I conceive that an indiscrimi- 
nate attack by Indians would be contiary to your Kxcel- 
Jency’s idea, and might do much ham; but I shall dispose 
them to join in executing any concerted plan, and to act 
with and assist their well-disposed neighbours, The Al- 
latchaway Indians ave now here; and 1 now look with 
impatience for answeis to my despatches to the different 
nations, which I have reason to expect every hour. 
T have the honour of being, most respectfully, sir, your 
Excelloncy’s most obedient*ind most humble servant, 
‘s Joun Srvanr, 


a JOUN SLUARL TO MAJOR SMALL. 


, St Augustine, Ootobor 2, 1775. 
Duan Sin: L was extromely glod to learn, by our old 
fiiend, Captain Barker, of the 16th, who arived here yes- 
terday, that you was well when he loft Boston, 1 congra- 
tulate you upon a very natow escape, where so many lell, 
Tho St. Lawrence, armed schooner, is safe moored in this 
haibour; she sailed in, at half flood, without touching. 
This { mention because I understand that it was apprebend- 
ed hor coming in would be attended with much difficulty ; 
on the contrary, there was not one thing taken out of her, 
and she did not want the assistance of a boat. I have 
again been disappointed ina supply of ammunition. I had 
twenty-five hundied pounds of powder on board a ship 
hound from London to Georgia ; about fourteen days ago 
she arrived, and the Rebels soized her powder, as they had 
before that in Captain Mattland’s ship. However, L bor- 
rowed from the ordnance stores about four thousand pounds ; 

which, with somo I have purchased, will be a supply. 4 
‘This will be delivored by an unfortunate gentleman 
named Cameron, who bas boen obliged to leave his country 
on adtount of an affair of honour, in which his antagonist fell ; 
he is desirous.of becoming a voluntoor, and begged of ma 
to mention him ta some officer in the army. I have, thefe- 
fora, tnken the liberty of troubling you upon tha occasion, 
£40 beg your good offices, so far as you can with convenien~ 
On and you must Blame yourself fo? this, for if you had 
not made your own character remarkable by benevolent and 
good-natured actions, I should yot now have applied ta you, 
as I do with hopes of being pardoned by you for taking a 
liberty which nothing else could warrant. “I have no parti- 
cular news of any soit, Our communication with all parts 
of America is difficult, and dangerous to any person esi- 


JOHN STUART TO GENERAL 
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ding in any of the disaffected Colonies, Our Carolina 
neighbours have theatened to pay us a visit; however, I 
doubt much of their putting their threats in execution, By 
the detachments sent from the Fourteenth Regiment this 
garrison is much weakened. Before the anival of the St, 
Lawrence, the second detachment of tioops to Virgénia 
embarked, and left only thirty-five men fil for duty. [shall 
bring down some of my fiionds to stay with us here also. 
I shall find it extremely difficult to find provisions. 

I most sincerely wish you success and safety in all your 
enterprises; and am, with sincere regaid, dear sit, your 


most obedient humble servant, Foun Sree 


DANIDL CHAMIER, JUN., 10 DANIDL CHAMIER, 
St, Augustine, Soptomber 18, 1775, 

My pear Sir: I embiaced an opportunity some time 
ago, which I hope has proved a safe one, of writing to you 
fom this place, so shall not :epeat the cause of changing 
my situation, 

This climate, though almost constantly veheshed with 
sen-bieezes, is still very hot, and subject (especially this 
year) to a violent and dangeious fever, which I, among 
others, have had the misfortune to be oflicted with. It 
has weakened me much; but [ am iecovering by degrees, 
This is the third fever I have had in these hot climates; 
and what is worst of all, they ender me the more incapa~ 
ble of retuining to colder ones, 

Another detachment is now ordered fiom this garrison, 
which may shortly be the cause of my being obliged at 
last, however against my will, to retire to England, Je 
crois gue vous entondez bien ce gue je voudrais dire, Tam 
now at the end of the continent, and no possibility of a 
conveyance to the Mest-Indies, ‘This may, however, not 
be the case heieafter, if by exchange or otherwise I should 
be entitled to seek a passage there, or were I ever fur- 
nished with proper credentials for my abode there, which I 
am not. I beg you just to hint this to your brother, to 
prepare him for it, although nothing but absolute necessity 
shall induce me to surprise him with a visit. 

Itis very had that I should be in this situation, when 
we had such strong assurances that all our losses, by the 
removal of the custom-house, woie to he made good. By 
a very moderate calculation 1 have just now made, on the 
6th day of January next, I shall have at Jeast two hundred 
pounds sterling duo to me, exclusive of what Lam to allow 
my doputy, but of which sum I shall not daré to draw; for 
a laiger portion than thirty A sles being now to pay my 
deputy, out of my salary of one hundred pounds, the sum 
of seventy pounds for doing nothing, which must have been 
the cnse for a long time past. I am also driven fiom those 
fitends in Charlestown, who generously advanced me what 
money I wanted, though I (rust I shall not bo without re- 
sources here until 1 can hear from you. 

I write this also by way of Virginia ; and should the re- 
mainder of this regiment be hereafter ordered away, you 
will of course know of it, and may take that opportunity 
of letting me hear from you, which I am very anxious to, 
do after so long w silence, and seeing no other prospects, 
for wwe look upon the Southern Colonies as entirely deserte 
by the Admiral, which has beén of infinite prejudice to 
[lis Majesty’s service in many respects. 

Tam not very disagreeably situated in this place, al- 
though I have been more obliged to some friends, on my 
fist coming, than I ought, Nevertheless, if we are thus 
forsaken, and our troops drawn away fiom us, we must, 
like other Provinces, suffer some distress; and this alone 
may oblige me to leave it in my present state of health. 
The last feveis that I have had, and a somewhat freer way 
of living sometime ago in Charlestowt, have shown me 
very evidently, that Ihave a strong scorbutick taint in my 
blood, and this was Doctor Maéys’s opinion, whieh your 
brother was so kind as to procure for me twa years -agoy, 
upon a state of my case drawn up by myself; and thoughts 
my temperance may have hitheito repressed sany.. vio! nes * 
symptoms, yet such a disposition lurking in the blog oe 
well be one cause of retarding my cure, and hag Jat 2 
made such alterations in my diet as this .cdsgavguld re- 
quire. Sure I am, it is either chat, or 4 worge disorder, 
that has manifested itself lately, but I think thé symptoms 
too mild for the Jatter; and yet, considering my youth, 1 
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enn hardly think tho woalnoss J stil] Inbour undor, (and 
which is, indeed, my only complaint,) to be altogether the 
consequenco of my Boston illnosy, 

J pray my love to Mrs. Chamier, when you see her or 
write to her, and beliove me to be ever, 


Yaurg most affectionately, 
Danme Cramer, Jon. 


T bog you to male inquiries if thera is any prospect of 
being Pai the deficiency of my income, which would cn- 
able me at ance (o remove lo the /Vest-Jndies, for Tam 
now informed a vessol has been long expected here from 
Janatca, or is thera no possibility of procuring letters of 
eredit to that Island, or any other? Mr. Mills is at Bar- 
badoes, aud is woll known to our gentlomon, and I be- 
liove still acting as Collector thore, besides being Su veyor- 
Gonoral. My. John Stuart, the Superintendent of Indian 
Affiirs, is a fugitive here also; he transacts all his money 
matters with tho Genoral, and might be of service to mo 
in this caso, as T havo been long acquainted with him, and 
received many civilitics from him. —LYowevor, all interest 
out of the question, pray contrive soma method of letting 
mo hear from you. 

* The bearor of this isa Mr. Cameron, an acquaintance 
of Mr, Stuart’s; he can give you somo account of me, 
He comes to Boston, ho tells me, for tho recoyory of his 
health ; I wish J could do the sanio, that I might once mora 
havo thy pleasure of svoing you. 


MAJOR FURLONG TO GUNURAT GAar, 
Bl. Augnatino, Ootabor 5, 1775, 
Sm: Enelosed Chavo tho honour to sand your excel- 
jlency the returns of the state of this garrison; at the samo 
fime must acknowledge tho recoipt of your ordeis, in a 
lottar to Captain Cooper, at Boston, the 9th Fry ; in con- 
formity to which T have sent Lord Dunmore a detachment 
of sixty men, undor the command of Captain Mordyce, 
which was designed for Sir James right, but not do- 
manded, 
Tt has loft the garvisan romarkably weal, at a season when 
the mon aie falling sick evory day, and great apprehensions 
of tha Georgians. His Lordship required tho wholo rogi- 


mont; hut aa the three compunics of tho Sixteenth aro not, 


yet arrived at S&. Augustine, 1 could not evaoute the gar- 
rison by your Excellency’s ordeis, neither would the Go- 
vernour and Council hear of it by any means, few as wo 
aro; have now only left for duty about forty men. Lord 
Dunmore has dotained tho ofticers in Virginia that wero in 
their way to join tho rogiment, though they avo much want- 
od here, having only ono captain und threo subaltorns, Tha 
detachment is made since the return of Sepéember the first. 
J have sant bis Lordship, upon his request, provisions, bod. 
didg, and ammunition, 

Tho, onolosed memorial was sent to mo by Lieutonant 
Brown, whom I strongly recommend to your Mxeellonoy’s 
perce, with regard to tho Adjutancy of the Fourteenth 

5 ct which I hopo he will obtain. 

must also acquaint your Excellency that the contractors 
for supplying this garrison with money do not make tho 
usual remittance, either fiom England oy New-York, and 
Mn White, of New- York, has wrote Mr, Alewander (the 
agent here) that he must not expect cash from him as usual, 
bills of exchange not passing. 

Captain Lesite, who went with the first detachment from 
this to Virginia, writes that no money is to be had there 
for bills, 

Sines I wrote the above I am to acknowledge the receipt 
of your Excellency’s orders of tho 12th of September, (by 
His Majesty’s armod schooner the St, Leatwrence,) for tha 
noh-odinmiasionad officers of the Genoral’s and Captain 
Steméon's companios, to bo sent to Boston, As 1 had just 
embatked a-second detachment of sixty for Lord Dunmore, 
T took’ tho oppdrtubity of sending them by the way of Pir- 
ginia, and ‘hops they will nvive safo, ‘The snid schooner 
brought mo twenty-threb recruits, and ammunition, which 
was much wanted. I shall incorporate the above compa- 
nies into the battalion, aa 

x Our Surgeon’s Mate is in Pirginia, And I have the 
honour to be, your Excellehoy’s most obedient and most 
humble servant, J 

Math to ‘ onatian Fur.one, 


* 
wag 


a 
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LIQUIENANT BROWN £0 GOYERNOUR TONYN. 
St. Auguathie, Soptompor a8, 1775. 


Sin: Tho peculiar hadship of a company going over 
my head, and the Adjataucy given (o anothor, alter so long 
a sories of service, having engaged the attention of your 
Excellenoy, (desirous of knowing the particulars) [do my- 
solf tho ploasure of enclosing the copy of a memorial given 
in to the commanding officer of the regiment, in ayder to bo 
transmitted to the Commander-ip-chiol 

I have the honour to be, sir, your Execlloncy’s most 
obedient, humble servant, 

Wistaan Brown, 
Dientonant, Fourteenth Rogiment, 


To His Excellency Patrick Lonyn. 


Lo his Bexeelloncy Tuomas Gaon, Commander-in-ehiaf of 
Lis Majesty's Horees in Amunma, Yo, &e, 
Memorial of Licutonant Brown, of the Fourteenth Regi- 
ment, shewelh: 

That in the year 1769 he rocvived a pair of colours in 
the Mighty-Kourth Rogiment, and was in the Last- Indies 
during the successful campaigns of Goneral Goode, on tha 
Coromandel Coast, ‘That he received his lieutenaney at 
the siege of Pondicherry; was in the Province of Bengal 
during the troubles of ’62, °63, and ’645 tho later and of 
which yoar ho arrived in Lngland, and was pe upon tho 
ostablishment asa reducod Tiewtenant, ‘That he ex+ 
changed into the Fourteenth, by purchasing the differance, 
in June, 1766, That he embarked from Lurape with tho 
regiment for America, and hag paver beon absont from it 
since, ‘Chat ho was appointed in Alay, 1774, to not as 
Adjutant. ‘That bis attention to this duty prevented him 
from 1equesting leave to look after his private concorus ; 
by which omission, a company lias gone over his bead, 
though he is neither destitute of friends nor money, That 
a vory junior oflicer is appointed to supersede him in a con 
wission, which he has beon doing the duty of fifteen months 
and upwards, without oither fou or reward. 

Your memorialist, thorefore, hopos he is 4 proper object 
of your lxcellency’s attention, 

Wotan Brown, 
Lieutenant, Hourteonth Regiment. 
St, Augustine, Soptombor 16, 1775. 


—r 


2 
PATRICK TONYN ‘TO QENLRAB THOMAB GAGE, 
St. Auguatino, Soptombor 21, 1775, 


Sin: Lieutenant Brown's distinguished conduct in his 
duty cannot fail to diaw my particular notico of it. Te 
hag a great deal of worth and merit; besides being an ox+ 
cellont officor, he is a modest, fino gentleman, 

Some singular, unlucky cironmstancos haye combined to 
make his case and advancement in bis profossion rathor 
unfortunate, When such disappointments accompany dow 
serving merit, thoy awaken tho atrontion of every ono to 
endeavour to give assistance to remove tho oppressive 
woightof them. Therefore, sir, J beg leave to recommend 
Lieutenant Brown in tho warmest manner to your Excel+ 
loncy’s favour und protection. e 

Last yoar, sir, I took the liberty to address your Excel- 
loncy in favour of my nephow, Mr, Levitt, whose inclina~ 
tions lead him to the profession of a soldier. I was in 
hopes that should the army undor your Excellency be com- 
pelled to act, in which case, consequences that are una- 
voidable, would of courso bing on*vacancies, your Excel- 
Jency might drop a thought towards the recommendation 
of fn old acquaintance, * 

T most beg leayo of your Excollency to permit mo to 
renow my solicitation for my nephew, Mr, Levti, requost- 
ing on v favourable oppoitunity that your Txcolloncy will 
appoint him an ensign, and be pleased to recommond him 
for is Majosty’s approbation, . 

It most certainly is not necassary to make profegsions of: 
my warn zeal to sorye your Excolloncy in whatever is in ¢ 
my power, whether ina private or publick capacity. | yaw 

I have the honour to bo, with very groat respect, your * 
Excolloncy’s most obedient and most humble servant, 

Pagnick’ Tonya, 


To Ilis Excellency the Honourable General Gage, 


. 
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ABSENT OFFICERS. 





Rank and Namos, 





Hon. General Keppal....04 
Liayt. Colonel Paleyroples 
ain Masons... 
Stanton. 

UPd Caoparerrerserreerees 
re Urgahar. 
Lieutenant Smelt... 
Lieutenant Dalrymple... 
Chaplain Palmots. scores 


Mate Weir 
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Since what timo, 


By whoro lonve. 


Names and rank of Officers on 
duty, and on what duty, 





4th Novem’r, 1773, 
«(tlt May, 1774, 
8d May, 1774, 
Sth August, 1774, 
16th January, 1774. 
26th July, 1778. 
2d September,1774, 


1th Mach, 1778. 5 





Not yet joined. 








Vacant OMlcors, and by 7 


whut moun, 


eceniaiiay| 





cares EET 


DISTRIBUTION, 





N.B. 20 contingent |g 
men not included, 


mand, On command at Pilea Vase 
1 Drummer on eqm-|Reoruiting « . 
mand, Absent with leave., snes 
1 Sergeant reoruiting.|Absent without leave ‘ 
L Drummer do. — [Not yet joined sessrssrsersersrsreseoees 





St. Augustine, § Sek 
5 Sergeants on com-{On command in ihe ren 


Fit for duty. 












Saseeensnnseneges. 


29th June, —-1766.|Flis Majesty’s. 
26th July, 1778, Wi ibaa leave ; expired 25th January, 1774, 
Ditto, 8d February, 1774, 
Ditto, 10th March, 1775. 
Ditto, 2d November, 1774. 
Ditto, 4th February, 1776. 
Ditto, 14th July, 1774, 
Dino, 26th January, Hh 


Ditto, Ist March, 


Gone to England i in the Hospital ship fon 
St. Vincent. 


FOURTSENTIL REGIMENT. 











| 


Captain Blackett, 
Lieutenant Batut, 


Lieutenant Napier, 
Piansetant ra 


Lt. & yee 
‘Liuetenant Laurie, 
Ensign Haviland, 
Rey. Jobn te, Act- 


L 
TILLERY, 
+ 


114 + 4 1 4 = | Lieutenants. 
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epee mes rs « | Mate. 
1 tan & | Sergeants. 





mf et ts tt = | Sergeant, 


mle. + = | Bombardier. 


20 | erv’ree + 2% | Gunners. 
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* Monthly Return of the Staff of the Garrison. 
Sr. Avausring, August }, 1775, , 


. cy 


Commissary -Gencral of Stores and Erovisions, 
Fort Adjutant and Barrackmaster, - 


Chaplain, - os 
Surgeon, > 


* n Daw . - 
- 


Mates, - S - Se ey 


Mr. Chailes Shirreff, 


ys 2? 


Robert Catherwood, 
David Yeats. 


Robert Barry, absent with leave. 


George Kemp. 


Rey. Ralph Church, John Forbes offi ints 3 


JONATHAN FURLONG, Major Fourteenth Regiment, 


Mr. Thomas Shridley, absent, officiating by ahi 


¥ 
fad 


ey 


JONATHAN FURLONG, Major Fourteenth Reginent. 


Fourra Sentzs.-—Vo. iv. 
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Licut. Col. Dalrymploww. {26th July, 1778.|Without loavo ; expired 26th January, 1774,/Captain Loslio, 9 
Captain Mason sssrvsveeflth Novomr, 1773. Ditto, Bd Webruary, 1774 ]Licut, Batut, 8 
Captain Stanton Ith May, 1774. Ditto, 10th March, 17756.|Licut, Leslie, E| 
Captain Cooperissreajdd May, 1174, Ditto, 2d November, 1774.|Ensign Woalls, { 
Captain Urquhartivscone (Sth August, 1774, Ditto, 4th February, £775.|Captain Ginter d, iy 
Lieutenant Dalrymple../26th July, 1773. Ditto, 25th January, 1774 |. & Adj’'t Biuero, i 
Licutenant Smelter l5th January, 1774, Ditto, Mth July, © 1774,)Lieut, Taurio, g, 
Chaplain Palmer..sesseessre.f2d Septombor, 1774. : ae ey ' ie Hos ale B 
. ‘ Jone to Magland in the Hospital ship from|fnaign Haviland 
Mato Woitesveeesseeeef 7th Mach, 1773. j “St, Vincent, ospital ship [row eee ’ 
alee Ellidtuseesevsvecsoees : : ; i 
Ensign Boyserssssearsseeven at joined. Rev, John Forbes, Act- 
Ensign Ogle sssersssennsee Not yat Joine ing Chaplain. 








Ensign Lindsey sssseseon 
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JONATHAN FURLONG, Major Fourteenth Rogiment, 
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Monthly Return of the Stag’ of the Garrison. 

‘ Sz. Avavsrinn, Seplember 1, 1775, 
~ Mr. Thomas Shirdley, absent, officiating by deput 
- Mr. Charles Shivroft. : yee 
- Rev. Ralph Ghureh, John Forbas officiating, 


- Robert Catherwood. we 
David Yeats. 


apie, * 
Catiinbaaty-Generst of Stores and Provisions, 
Fort’Adjutant and Barrackmaster, “8 
Chaplain, « ~ *e ” - 
Surgeon, - = + = © = @ 
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ena 


Robert Barry, absent with loave. 
George Kemp. 


oe . JONATHAN FURLONG, Major Fourteenth Regiment. 
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Sx. Aueustinz, October 1, 1775. 
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i | Discharged and recommended. 


Alterations sinco last 
Return, 





‘ | Discharged and not recommended.| 





. | Desorted. 











ABSENT OFFICERS, 


Namea and Rank of Officers on 





Rank and Namos, Sinco what time, 


















Hon, Liout, Gen, Koppel.,29th June, —1'766,)/His Majesty’s. 
Lieut. Col. Dalrymple......J26th July, 1778, 

Ca ee(LLth May, 1774. Ditto, 
0 8d May, 1174, Ditto, 
Carpet 26th July, 1778. Ditto, 
Captain Ur 5th August, 1774. Ditto, 
Lieutenant qloth January, 1774 Ditto, 
Chaplain Palmers. {2d September, 1774. Ditto, 





Gono to Eng! 


Mate Weirssoosserreneerqh th March, 1778. 


Ensign Elliotesesvseseees 
Ensign Boys. . 
Ensign Og 

Ensign Lindsey. 
Ensign Enaskethwewe |. 
Tnsign Mackowan.. overs 
Ennsign Granites 


{ 








enews 


Not yet joined. 














Vacant OMoora, and by 
what monns, 


eter eres 

















DISTRIBUTION, 
N, B, 20 contingent . Tit for duty... 
men not included, St, Augustine, } Sick... 


At Virginia 
On command, sth the Brosincn, 
IRGCLUILIN gs sererssseserseesans sees 
Absent with leave... 
Absent without leave... 
Not yet joined... 


17 Sergeants on com-| 
mand, 

1 Sergeant reoruitifg, 

1 Sergeant sick. 

4 Drummers on com- 

mand, 

1 Drummer recruiting, 

1 Drummer sick. 








« Total csssaesersersrssvesoney 


St. Vincent. 


gr 





By whose Ienyo, 


duty, and on what duty. 


Captain Blackett, 


Without leave; expired 25th January, 1774.|Captain Leslie, 
10th Maich, 1775,jCaptain Fordyce, 


2d November, 1774,\Lieut, Batut, 


25th January, 1774 |Lieut, Napie 


4th February, 1778.|Lieut, Wallace, 
1774,|Lieut, Leslie, 


14th July, 
Ast Mach, 1775. 
land in the Elospital ship from 


Ensign Woo! 


ry 


Is. 


_[pueuwOd UG 


Lieut. and Adj’t. Laurie, 


absent without leave, 
Lieut, Brown, recruiting. 


Lieut, Haviland, 


do. 


Rev. John Forbes, Act- 
ing Chaplain. 
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Monthly Return of the Staff of the Garrison. ‘ 
Sr. Avausting, October 1, 177545. 4 


« 


Commissary-General of Stores and Provisions, - 
Fort Adjutant and Barrackmaster, - 
Chaplain, Z 
Surgeon, 


¢ 


evra 


“ - . 


Mates, 


- Mr. Thomas Shirdley, officiating 
- Mr. Chailes Shirreff. 


- ras 


- Mr, Robert Catherwood. 
David Yeats, 


Geoige Kemp. 


Robeit Barry, absent with leaveé 


ate 


JONATHAN FURLONG, Mojor Fourteenth Regiment. 


by depiiffs, 


- Rey. Ralph Church, John Forbes officiate 
rai 


g@ #ia- 


JONATHAN FURLONG, Major Fourteonth Regiment. 
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State of the Fourteenth Regiment of Infantry, in the 
Province of Wass-Fiowna, Sx, Augustine, Septem- 
der 30, 1775. 












| Privates. 





St. Auguatino, fit for duty 











Took.out [ouso, 
Sh, Fobn'Be econ 





Do, sick. 35] 
® (Smymnoa.,. g 
3 Malang 4 
i Cow ford seve 3 
a 

6 





Totals. vcacesee cornerenees cece eesee seaasen| 





Jonaruan unuona, . 
Major Tow teenth Regiment, 


LIBUTENAND JOIN GRAVES VO ADMIRAL SAMULL GRAVES, 
AT BOGRON, 
. On boaid tho Kt, Lawieneo, nt St. Anjgurtino, 
Qolobor 3, 75. i 

Sin: 1 send you this by Mr, Lene, master of tho Otter 
sloop, who is carrying some troops to Virginia, 

We made the land the eleventh day afor our sniling 
from Nantasket, nnd, considering that neither the master vor 
myself was over hera before, there could not be any better 
landfall, as wo woro steering right for the fight-house when 
we mado tho shore a fow leagues to tho northward of the 
harbour. Wo gota pilot off” that avening, but did not get 
into the harbour onul two next day; and vory ducky lor 
us we did, as there came on a blowing, dilly night nfor 
Wo got in, 

The bar hoo isa most shocking ono; but cight fect at 
low water, and twolve at high, and not above the length of 
twolarga ships acioss from bicaker to breaker. Tt is alla 
whito fat sand here, yet the difteront kd of orange trees 
aro loaded with fiuit; they ae not quite ripo.  L wish I 
could convoy some of them to you just a4 thoy are, with 
thoir fruit on, they look so benutifal. 

JT cannot help complaining of my midshipman boing taken 
from mo al Boston, a3 Captain Hartweld had no right to 
demand him, for ho was my propor ono. Ile got himself 
digcharged out of tho Joyno into this schoonor by choice, 
tid was perfectly satisfied until J told him of his neglect 
‘of duty at Annapatis-Royal, when, by bis not tuning out 
in bis watch at four in the morning, I lost my boatswain 
and four mon; and at such a time ag that, when T did not 
Know when FE should fall in with the phato O'Biten, it 
was enough to vex any officer tint had any seguid for bis 
ehavacter, and I think if every midshipman is indulgad to 
go to what ship they please, when they think thomselvos 
aggrieved; it was more than ever 1 could do when I was 
in hut stitions 

Phera is no contractor for tho navy, but shall bo sup- 
plied by the army contractor, There is frosh beef hero at 
three pence per pound, and vory good. ‘The Governour 
as woll as myself thinks it will bo right to supply the peo- 
ple with frosh beef in the harbour to preserve the salt, as 
there is not much jn store, if the butcher will take bills on 
thé vietualling officer, tho Contractor at Joston, 

My old wialrsail and forosail is giving way in soveral 
Tenaga }oan replace thom hero, think it will be 
est;"tS tho old will convert into hammacks, that the poo- 
ple aré fn much want of, and could not got any at J3os- 
fon ; nono of the men that cama fom the Preston brought 
any with them, 

If T meet with your approbation jn what Ido for the 
best, | am happy. 

And am, dear sir, yours most sincerely, 


. Joun Graves. 
To Adinital Graves, 
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ALEXANDER SKINNER TO BRIGADIER GENERAL GRANT. 
St. Augustino, Soptomber 21, 1775. 

Sm: By a detachment of the Fourteenth Regiment, 
ordered to Virginia, 1 have the oppoitunity of acknow- 
ledging the receipt of your Excellency’s letters of 2d and 
23d May, and am glad, in some respects, of your coming 
to America, as by shat means I shall have an opportunity 
of acning you again, which otherwise I hardly ever ex- 
pected. 

Things are going on tolerably at the Villa, were it not 
for the cused worms, which are getting woise every year, 
Though this season has been more favouable than several 
otheis before it, yet, on account of these destiuctive in- 
secis, I do not imagine we shall be able to make near the 
quantity of indigo we did last year; but the quality, on 
an average, will be better. ‘The first cut turned out well, 
amounting to about two thousand weight; but tho worm 
lias laid hold of ounsecond, and destroys it so fast that Lam 
afraid it will be impossible to save much of it. And, to 
mend the matter, my time is so much taken up in town that 
Y cnn never get liberty to stay at the plantation above a 
weok,.or at most a fortnight, upon a stretch, which may 
rather be something against your interest. Sampson is a 
pretty good overseer, and Brumner becomes more and 
more attontive ; yet L could wish to be more upon the spot 
myself, 

Tho Indian business is becomo a perfect plague to mo, 
and for which I have not the smallest consideiation, so 
that 1 am determined, at all events, to shake myself clear 
of it, though I do not like to withhold any assistance in my 
power to give, in tho present critical situation of the times. 

Mi. Stuart, the Supevintendont, has taken sanctuary 
here, and we have information the Carolinians and Geor- 

tans design sending an armed force to this place to demand 
him, and, if not delivered up, to commence hostilities, 
But Lam in hope they will have some other employment 
noarer home, before it is long. 
Oatobor 5. 

Your Excellency’s letter of the 18th ultimo [had the 
honour to receive by the St, Lawrence schooner, which 
came vory well over the bar, without being in the least 
lightened, as our bar is gt present very good. JEvory body 
herve is extemely glad and thankful that this is to be her 
station, and only wish she had come a little sooner, to havo 
prevented one hundred anchadd barrels of tho King’s pow- 
der baing takon out of Lofihouse by a*Carolina pirate, 
acting under the orders and directions of your old naquaint- 
ance Colonel Laurens, ‘I'be gariison, you imagined, were 
scarce of provisions ; but we are protty well as yet, having 
about four hundred barrels of pork and above that number 
of barrels of flour, after sparing a supply of thee months’ 
provisions for the detachment at Virginia, 

I bave been a week at the plantation since Twiote you 
the lst ultimo, making indigo fast, but this four days 
past [ have been obligod to be in town with the Allatcha- 
way Indians, with whom I earnestly wish [ had nothing to 
do, ag that businoss takes up a great deal of my time, and of 
which I have so lite to spare at this season of the year, 
The people at the plantation are obliged to be upon foot 
night and day,,in @rder to save as much of the indigo from 
the worms as possible, and it is not in my power to give them 
any assistance until these savages aie gone fiom town, 

Lofthouse is loaded with lumber at St. Mary’s, and is 
expected off this bar ino few days, The vessel does not 
come into the harbour, but proceeds directly for England. 
I wish I could send what indigo is cured afohe with her, 
but am afraid, in the hurry of oyy cutting, it will be imgos- 
sible to get it ready. However, 1 shall do every thing I 
cant for the best. re ae 

I shall write your Excellency by PVadlace, who will sail 
in about elght or ten days hence ; at prescnt I take leave 
of you, with this enmost prayer, that God may pieschve 
to you your health and protect you from your enemies. 

am, with my best wishes, sir, your Excellency’s most 
obliged and most obedient servant, * 
ALEXANDER SKINNER. 


FREDERICK GEORGE MULCASTER TO GENERAL GRANT, 
St. Augustine, October 3, 1775, 


Dean Smt: I wrote you about five days ago [29th Sep- 


CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., DECEMBER, 1775. 


880 


tember] by Captain Fordyce, who is not yet sailed. The 
day before yesterday a man-of-war schooner appeared off; 
the pilot immediately went out and was put on board; it 
blew fiesh, and she stood off and on the remaindet of the 
day and night. Yesterday she came in with tho flood- 
tide, without the least difficulty. The wind being to the 
eastward, you, sir, very well know, throws a heayy sea 
upon our bar, but, notwithstanding, she did not even touch 
and Lieutenant Graves, who commanded her, told me she 
then chew nine fect water. Lad she been in need of as- 
sistance, there is here (belonging to Goveinment) a six- 
teen-oaied launch, a decked schooner of about fouiteen 
tons, and a stout open boat, which would haye been 1eady 
to have lightened her; but for vessels of that burden there 
is no such need wanting. She rides safe at an anchor op- 
posite the Chief Justice’s doo, I have olso a decked 
boat, which is always 1eady, and the pilots have my leave 
to command her at a moments warning for the publick use 3 
and you may be assmed she would have been out had oc~ 
casion been necessary. Indeed, I did not cieam that such 
assistance would be even thought of for vessels of that 
burden, till I got your letter, which makes me imagine 
that this bar is held to the noithward as a bugbear ; it was 
formeily so, only by the jealousy of our two neighbouing 
Colonies, for fear we should outdo them in their own pio- 
duce of 1ice and indigo. I hope now men-of-war’s men 
will have better opinion of it; in truth, itis done meat 
injustice to. The Goveinour, Lieutenant Brown, of the 
Fourteenth, and myself, not above two months ago, 
sounded it with the pilots; we had seven feet at low wa- 
ter, the tide runs five, which gives twelve at high. The 
St. Lawrence came in at three-quarters flood. When I 
write to you Jam confident you will believe me, as I wish 
only to say what your Excellency may assert, in favour of 
a Provtues once under your protection, and we find now 
you havo still at hent. The St, Lawrence's log-book will 
prove this. She is infinitely necessary here, for neither pro~ 
visions, coirespondence, or any thing whatever is to be 
oblained at this place without such assistance, 

The Carolinians ave, or, I should rather say, have, 
fitted out thice vessels in oider to attack the Lumar at 
Charlestown, which is the reason Lhornborough has taken 
the Cherolcec to suppoit him, for they weie to be ready 
in two days after our last accounts from them. They are 
also fitting out a stout vessel of ten guns, to give Captain 
Lempriere, (the rascal who took our pendant for his gal- 
Jant behaviour off this bar; by this you see that private 
cruisais are upon this const as well as the noithern. : 

The guns at Foit Johnston wee thrown over the para- 
pet by the Zamar’s people, but what could possess them 
not to destroy the caritages and knock off'a trunnion I 
cannot conceive; they might at least have thought of 
spiking them, but Thornborough is old, and unfit for ser- 
vice. It is very well to send such men in time of peaca 
to a hot country, for the chance of a vacancy; but in time 
of rebellion, surely active officers should be employed, 

There is a set of five guns, I have been told, at Provi- 
dence, and, if my intelligence js good, (and you know I 
have not in general any bad,) the Carodinéans intend soon 
to have them; should they get them, it will not reflect 
great honour upon the navy, 

The troops going to Virginia can certainly be of no 
use, but you ae mistaken in regard to Lod Dunmoie’s 
sending for them without authority, The fist detachment 
of Captain Leslie and sixty men and the a ouitete. 
company, was a positive order fiom General Gage; the- 
detachment of sixty men which goes now was also a posi~ 
tive order of the General’s; and the last order says that, 
if Lord Dunmore makes a requisition of the rest of the 
1egiment, it is to go upon the arrival of the three compa- 
nies of the Sixteenth. These oiders I have seen, and 
there is, at this hour of my writing, nothing contradictory , 
to it, so that, should the companies arrive to-morrol, the, 
regiment must, of course, embaik, in consequence of those 
orders, (Lord Dunmore having made the requisition, 
However, as the companies are not arrived, the e a 
undoubtedly miscarried; but the St, Lawrence ha  pigugnt 
a duplicate of the order to Goyernour Tony pgs to 
forward it to West-I"lorida; but. there is ie i diction 
in regard to the regiment, Thjs last ha aa eatsay, 
but Ubelieve I am right, and ain, positiv ly certain that 
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Furlong \s no orleis whatever fom General Gage to 
contradict hig former, consequently I do sot botiove that 
Tonyn has; and if ho bad, 1 should most liluly havo 
heard it. 

A movision vessel would have been of great service ; 
the Pensacola peopla will have none, but for their pas- 
sago; and although the troops ave not at prusent in want, 
yet the inhabitants begin to be in distress for flour, And 
what is to become of our boasted asylum, if there is no- 
thing to cat for those who choose to como among us? I 
hope Tonyn will write for a provision vessel by this occa- 
sion. {have desired Moultrie to give him a hint of it, 
Urquhart writes to his brother ofticers that Genoral Grant 
lives like n General. [le tells thom also this Province 
may thank you for the St. Lawrence; by the by, Zonyn 
wanted to make believe she was gent in consequence 
of a letter from himself If your Brigade-Major is as 
good an oflicor as the genorality of the Mowteouth, you 
ave happy with him; I havo often heard him spoken wall 
of by them. Urquhart writes that ho expects tho Wir. 
ginia detachments will certainly go to Boston, as they can 
bo of no use with Lord Dunmore, and that the regiment will 
undoubtedly remain here, Surely there is some strange 
jumblo and mistake of ordors in regard to theso people ; 
ti observe, that what I have already said in regard to the 
orders ] am oxceedingly coricct in, for, f repeat to you 
ugnin, 1 saw thom. 

De Brahm is on board the Cherokee, ag I told you in 
ny lasts be bas with hint a nephow of his own name and 
the youngest Row, the former fram Germany, Some tine 
bofore Mrs, Do Bradt died, when in Uagland, she broke 
opena will of De Brahm's ; the contents (to her astonish- 
ment) wore leaving every thing he possessed in the world 
to his brothor in Germany. ‘This sho wrote to her fathor, 
some tine bofore he died; she had suflicient sway with 
him to make him alter it in her favour, but, as such was his 
fooling, it is happy fur the poor woman she died first, ‘his 
circumstance I did not know till wvo days ago, when the 
person told mo had it from old Row, | did not expect 
even my childron would get any thing from him, oxcept, 

ossibly, ho might have loft them his house and lands aflor 
a deaths but that he should leave her ee had onl 
him to depond upon) destitute, was beyond my belief al- 
most, bul it seems it was loo true, 

The Government takes up Iately a great deal of Siin- 
ners time 3 he is not able to visit the plantation so often 
as necessary, and tho crop will not be the better for it; 
Skinner says much the worse, and complains of tho pros- 
pect; howover, ho generally grumbles a good doal ull he 
hrs dono making, thorofore to not oxpeat it is so bad as 
ho says he oxpeets; but {shall soo the plantation before 
Wallace sails, and will bo more particular by Lim. Tho 
furnituro businoss you shall then hoar about, but at present 
it ig impossible to speak to a man absorbed in pen, ink, and 
papor, preparing despatches, &c., although he did not re- 
calva tres letters, and no news; even his letters from 
Donkin, the Gonoral’s Aid-de-camp, (who is his particu« 
Jay friend,) {do not hear gavo him any intelligence. ‘Tho 
furniture is an arduous undertaking ; the valuation is highly 
necessary, but, for the pecunta, Tam afraid it is non Aabet, 

Wallace is to take your advice, and bring oranges, &eo. 
Astho is not idle, I supposo ho will sail soon ; at present 
he js employed in carrying out part of this detachment to 
tho snow, which could not come in, not because sho drow 
too much water, but because her transom beam was 
broke, and she was afraid to venture, lest, if sho chanced 
to touch, she should go to piecos. 

It is now eleven o’clock at night, therefore I shall leave 
off til! to-morrow, when I shall give you an account of tho 
sitdation of Charlestown. J have finished the plan of the 
horbour, and the town F shall do in the morning, When 
it ia done, you will have at large the opinions you desired 
on that subjéet. . 

* October 4, 1775. 

Your black man Alevander was with me this instant to 
inguiro after your health, and has loaded mo with beaucoup 
de complimens.' Ho wishes much to come to make your 
bread, for he says he gives no satisfaction to bis presont 
master and mistress; the former be says is assez bon, but 
miidam, who is always referred to, is the diable. 

“he parson has got the fever, and is really very yellow. 


a 
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{ wish ho could go to the northward; but if he did, bis 
Excellency would havo no one to advise with ; and, should 
counsellors grow sence, he would nol know who to ap« 
point. 
The enclosed plans T got dono with difficulty, as Kiriea 
land was hurrying me, from whoni 1 got the original. I 

must refer you to hin for many particulars, Me has with 

him tho last new survey of the Provinces of Carodina, and 

he can explain to you all you can want to know of tho ine 

terior parts, the complexion of the people, the prospect of 
assistance, &e. FE did not tell bim what E wanted his dratt 

for, so he doos notdknow of its going by this conveyance 

to you. Thave made somo remus upon the plans, should 

they he for attacking tho town. You must also observe, 

that the buildings upon tho wharves aro always fillod with 

pitch, tar, and turpentine, ‘The battorios were in vory bad 

ordor, but Lhaye heard they wero busy preparing to mond 

them, Hort Johnston is exceodingly put of repair, but, 

wore it othorwisu, tho shipping can go (® the northward of 
tho Middle Ground without dangor, 8 nothing but ran- 

dom shot could hurt thems besidos, n frigate could always 

covor them, Should it ba necessary to attack the south 

sile of Broughtows bastion by frigates, that d—d Fort 
Johaston must then be silenced, as the gouth sido of tho, 
Middle Ground will, by much, be the most convenient 

water for tho vessols to go up to their station. Behind 

Shute’s Jolly transport vessels may easily pass; so Mr. 

Kirkland tolls mo, which would bo a pretty safe way of 
gotting into Cooper river; and, should the teviling in the 

town be duomed rash or improper, thoy may prococd higher 

up tint river, and land at saveral places within threo, four, 

fivo, or six wiles of tho town, which would be tho means 

of forming an trmy between them and the country, save 

their town, (whieh the rascals do not desorve,) and reduce 

thom tocomplianea. What [call an army is four or five 

battalions ; for that, with their harbour blocked up, would 

effectually do their business, ‘Their worl at tho town 

gato is out of repair, and not thought of, thair chief ntten- 

tion being towards the water; and, evan with thoir utmost 

efforts there, Ldo not seo how they could rosist the frigates. 

Besides, their batteries are cn darded, and their men ox~ 

posed, ‘Thoir hurbodr is deop water close to their wharves, 

so that men-of-war might go ag near as they pleased on 

that sido; and in Ashley river the frigatos markod d, d, 

may lay much nearer than the letters are placed, for the 

soundings aro set down between thom and the shore. 

These people utdoubtedly deserve,no favour; why not 

omploy a bomb vessel or two at once; they, wader the 

cover of frigates, would completely do tha business; on, 

aco a thirteen-ineh mortar on Siders Molly, and it will 

bo of infinity servio, ‘Tho cuclosed plang will give a cloar 

iden of tho situation veasols may be placed in, ag you have 

tho showla and soundings. ‘The town will refresh your 

memory in regard to tha situation of tho stroots, &e. Tho 

plans will also guido you to nek Mr, Kiriland quoationa, 

which be onn, { believe, anawer. [is goneral plan will 

show you tho roads and the situation of the Caattes: with 

Colonel Thompson's regiment of Horso, at the forle where 

tho Congaree und Iaterce rivers mect, ‘hey romain 

thero, not to move till wanted, Tho regimont consists of 
about three hundred men, and live about those parts ; thoy 

do nat chooso much to como to Charlestown, becnuso of 
ill health and oxpensa, 

{wrote in my last (a few days since) something oon- 
cerning these back-counwy people, of their wants and thefr 
inclinations to do thomsolves justice, or to join the King’s 
troops. I also mentioned a scheme of Savannah river 
and {he back-country people meeting. "Tho man Kirtland 
can inform you well on all these articles, and, as he knows 
nothing of my carnestness to acquaint you, or your having 
wishos to be informed, you ‘muy get from him any intelli- 
gence you want. If Carolina is to be attacked, he will 
be of infinite use ; but this you will discover as soon ng you 
have conversed with hin. 1 give this lotter also to Cap- 
tain Fordyce, and if Kérieland goes hy a sal convoyance 
from Pirginia, he is (6 doliver them to his care. 

Fohn Stuart told me ho had, by this opportunity, some 
instructions from the General in tegard to the Fin, 
Some of them ave just now in town; and he told me ho ine 
tended to keep about forty or fifty encamped near the town 
for the winter, and he would make up to them in presents 
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what thay would lose by their winter’s hunt. Ie is jealous 
of Lonyn. Inn day or two, I dare say, I shall know what 
he intonds to do and what orgers he has got, but at present 
he hasnot opened. His wife being at Charlestown makes 
him, I faney, apprehensive for her safety. He thinks she 
would be tnassacred stiould he bring down the red people; 
he wishes her away, and 1 wish so too. 

Mr, Chamier 1 was already acquainted with, I told 
him of your recommendation of him. Te daily receives 
instances of people’s hospitality in this place, and your 
mentioning bin will not lessen it, The Barrackmaster 
Shirreff T cannot say so much for, for 1 do not see any 
ono who likes him, not from being a bad person, but from 
being a fool, talking nonsense, a blundering forwardness, 
and, although, I believe, wishing to be civil, very rude, by 
all accounts. He isas unlike his brother at Boston as two 
can well be, Jam very well acquainted with him, and 
1 am only pestered,by his continually plaguing me to come 
and drink tea with his wife, who is as stiff and prim as 
Mrs. Catherwood. However, he dines with me to-mor- 
vow, and also Chamier, Lieutenant Graves, and Captain 
Barker, av officer of the Sixteenth, who came in the 
schooner, expecting to find the companies here. We 
heard, a few days since, of Barry's death, tho mate of 
the hospital you got appointed ; he died at sea on his way 
to Thalind, has Jeft a wife and child, and about five hun- 
dred pounds, also « will, which gives the use of the money 
to the wile during her life for hor maintenance, and the 
education of his son, but if she marrics, she loses all 
benefit of the money, and it is thon to go to the child upon 
its coming of age, whieh is when it arrives at twenty-four 
yonrs of age, One would think it was five thousand a 
year he had left, from the pomposity of the will, How- 
over, the poor woman, who had five hundred when ho 

*married her, has got by the marriage a child, and less 
money than she had before. 

The bais of Nassau and St. Mary’s have been sounded, 
both of them by Captain Doren and Wallace. St. Mary's 
1 mentioned to you in ny last ; Nassan is as good as St, 
Angustine, and St. John's 1 sounded myself, and had nine 
foot at low water, When FVallace veaches you, he can, 
as n seaman, give tho General, yoursell, or tho Admiral, a 
partioulay account of them, ‘Tho Georgians talked of 
visiting us, It certainly was only talk, Jor there would 
many difficulties intervene Jo stop the progress of a flying 
Yankee purty. Butsuppose it had been go, and they were, 
capable of undertaking schemes of that sort, the armed 
schooner is at once a%safe protection for this Provinco ; 
one at St, Mary’s offectively stops the inland passage by 
water, and another at Sz. John’s would prevent their passing 
that river, were they to attempt any thing by land, and 
that would be attended with little or no expense. I say this, 
if the Georgians or Carolinians had spirit to make an at- 
tempt; but the truth js they are apprehensive at home, 
They certainly conjecture that jt’s more thin probable an 
intontion may be to arm the troops to the southward in the 
winter, However your caution of secrecy will be carefully 
attended to; no one knows of it but Moulirie, Stuart, 
and myself, Urquhart says engineers aie scarce, and a 
numbotr of ollicorg,employed to assist. Should a southein 
plan take place, as Tam next but one to Montresor on the 
list, and af the same rable in the corps and army as he is, 
the General not being able to spare him, might probably 
be glad to employ me, and if necessary, have the power 
to appoint assistants should they be wanted, Besides I am 
accustomed to the sury and could escape a fever, when a 
healthy northern constitution might be laid up. My excur- 
sions and lying out for months*together for some winters 
past, makes me not tender or fearful of a wet lodging, or a 
fongey bolly ; for 1 hove experienced both, But this I en- 
tivaly leave to your consideration. Indeed Boston, from all 
accounts, ig no tempting place ; butshould you think it right 
for me to join a southern expedition,-1 am ready at an 
hour's notice ; an armed schooner to come off a day before 
the ships sail, would be here time quough to take me in, 
and mest you befote you reached Charlestown Bar, and 
in epse such a scheme should be approved of, and you 
Jike it, time might be saved by the schooner hoisting a 
yellow flag at her main top-gallant mast head, and fring 
two guns. I will be aboard of him, if the wind and tide 
permit, in two hours ; therefore, should such a signal ap- 
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pear, J shall undeistand it. Captain Fordyce is to forward 
this by the safest opportunity ; but if Kirkdand goes soonest, 
he will deliver them. I need not hint to you to give Kirk- 
Jand some soup, for 1 think you will benefit by it, I have 
been in such extreme huriy, that I have not been able to 
keep acopy of the enclosed plans; pray be careful of them, 
should 1 not be able to procure others; and for fear of dis- 
covery, £ durst not trust my young men to copy them. 
Adieu, and may you succeed in every thing, is the earnest 
prayer of your always obliged and sincere humble servant, 
Frevertcx George Muucasrrr. 


C. SHIRREFF TO GENERAL ROBERTSON, 
St. Augustine, October 2, 1775, 

Sim: J haye only time just to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter, by Captain Barker, who aurived this day, 
and the wind not being fair, has detained the troops now on 
board for Virginia, but are now weighing anchor, and I am 
afraid I shall not be nblo to get this on board. 4 have 
only to acquaint you I have aleady wrote to you by a Mr. 
Cameron, and shall observe the contents of your letter, 
and setile about the bills as you desire, and the very first 
opportunity write you. There are several other articles [ 
much want to know your opinion of, so that I beg leave to 
refer you to iny first letter, and the one now on board ; for 
at present I do not pretend to take in charge any vacant 
looms, as the commanding officer thinks he has a right’ to 
occupy them as he pleases; but unless something is very 
speedily done to the anaes: they will he down, and Ihave 
frequently spoke to the engineer on this hend, and his answer 
is, he tas no orders and so can’t act. Candles we much 
want, and J will do for the best whon they are :equired, 
and shall endeavour to give all the satisfaction I can in the 
dischargo of my duty. Being in a hurry, I have only timo 
to add that Mis. Stirref’ joins with me in compliments to 
you, and kind remembrance to all friends, 

Tam, wishing you all success, sir, your most obedient 


humb! 
humble servant, C, Sumner, 


Brigadier-General James Robertson, Barrackmaster-Gen- 
eral. 


P. S. In your letter you inform me the Fourteenth were 
paid bed money, &c., to the last of June; but Mr, Barton 
informs me if you will look at his accounts last sent, you 
will thote find tho corps are only paid up to the 22d of April 
last, As I shall have money to pay teh at times, if you' 
thought proper, it would be necessary to send nié abil to- 
answer any demands, as no one here will take bills pay- 
able at the northward. Troops from Pensacola not arrived,’ 


GOVERNOUR TONYN 110 MAJOR DONKIN, 
St. Auguatine, October 2, 1775. 

Dean Doxa; I steal amoment from publick despatches, 
to thank you for your favour of the 12th September. The 
account you give of the Rebel intrenchments does not 
surprise me; it was the natural consequence of our post 
stationed at Boston, They only followed our example. 
I have, however, no great opinion of their prowess, If you. 
could get firly to an onset with them, your army woullds 
heat five times their number. We heard of a letter fallen 
into your hands from Lee to Washington, advising to storm 
Boston, to make two places the object of attack, in the 
general assault; that Lee assured the success, with the loss* 
of ten thousand men. Is this true? Will the Yanjedes- 
like to hear ten thousand of them are to be killed, and* 
take Lee’s assurety for the success? which at best js 
doubtful, and which, I am sure must be impossible, with- 
out a formal siege, and a breach made, or I can’t guess at 
all at what you have been about. 

What L am most of all astonished at, is, that they should « 
have cruisers to the northward, and that they should have; 
any success with our powerful fleet. How comes thig, 
about? They have had cruisers on this coast too, and live 
had some suecess, which you will hear from your Gena B 
Shirref'and Chamier, from your 1ecommendation,ofthent; + 
are entitled to every act of kindness, ik i a 

Some happy transactions, are, I_hope, tester : 
from Guy Johnson and General Carleton, Art t isshigh * 
time Great Britain should rouge Krom, hereBiate of Tan 


guor. . . & 
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I wrote to you, the 25th of last month, by Virginia. I 
shall nover forget the names of my vory old friond Rufane. 
IC it was in my power to male you a Lieutonaut-Colonel, 
L would englose you tho commission, Dear Donkin do 
not distrust my friondship, which shall always be ready 
and willing to sorve ee on avery opportunity. 

That you may all soon iriumph over these lawless in- 
fernal rebellious villains, aro the constant wishes of, dear 
Donkin, yours most faithfully, 

Parnicx Tonyn. 
Major Dontin. 


SPENCHR MAN TO GENERAL GRANT. 
St, Augustine, Ootobor 4, 1775. 
Sm: It was with much pleasure that I heard by tho 
St, Lawrence wmed schooner of your safe arrival at Bos- 
ton, and that you weie in good health, which I sincerely 
wish may long continue, and hope wa shall havo the plea. 
suro to seo you in this country before you roturn homo, us 
I flattor mysolf the regard you have shown on all ocea- 
sions to the welfare of this Colony, nevor was moro wanted 
to be exercised than at presont, You will, I doubt not, 
be informed of the situation of our politicks by more ablo 
hands than mine, and shall only obseryo that our political 
hody is much diseased, and I know no doctor who could 
cure it so woll ag you; and with respect to settlement wo 
ave going back ovory day, and I believe our ruler has 
noither ability to point out, or interest to procure any good 
fo us; in a word, sir, if you do not stir a little for us, wo 
shall be a nonontity vory soon, 1 hopo, therofore, as do 
many of your filonds here, that you will pay us a visit be« 
foro you return to England. 
sting you henlth, success, and safety in your prosent 
situation, | remain, sir, your much obliged and most hum- 
ble servant, Sruncer Man. 


To Brigadior-Goneral James Grant. 


ALEXANDE]t OSB 'TO CAPTAIN STANTON, 
BL. Augustine, Ootobor 4, 1775. 

Dear Sranron: [received yours by favour of Captain 
Barkor, enclosing a bill on Messrs. Cow and Mair for 
£45 165s. sterling, 1 offered Captain Fordyce the twenty 
pounds you desired ina to pay him, but he would not ac- 
cept of if; have therofore given tho agents credit on your 
account for the balauco, which is only £19 Os. 10dd., a3 
you will sea ot the statemant adjoining, which you may 
draw on them for when you think: propor, vias 


By oredit to Captain Stan/on for a aot of bills 
on Messrs, Cow and Mair - - ~ «£45615 0 
By orodit for cash rocoived from Captain 


Barker, at 43.80. to the dolla, - - - 2 9 7 


48 4 7 
29 8 8} 


Captain Stanton debtor on account for bal- 
anco due tha recruits, - « « « = » 


Balance duo Captain Stanton, credited tho 
agents, « = = # = = = = = -~£19 0 104 





The reason of there boing a difference, is owing to tho 
dollar passing always here for four shillings and eight pence, 
the sterling value; so that whether I receive money for 
bills, or give money for bills, it is all tho same. 

Tho recruits you have sent are all good looking Inds, 
but we would have boon bettor pleased to have had you 
with the whole, rather than a parts it appears vary odd to 
imagine what advantage it can be to the sorvice to have 
our fagiment so much divided, when, wera thoy once again 
proper’ Y pet thoy surely might be of uso. 

aptain Fordyce hing boon on board of yessols with his 
company and a detachmont; amounting in all to sixty mon, 
roady to sail for Pirginia the Gest fair winds and had 
threo companies of the Sixtoanth arrived from Pensacola, 
ag wo have been long expesting, the whole rogiment would 
sail al tho same time, We have been in anxious expecta- 
tipn,of heating of great feats performed sinco tho 17th of 
Jrgé; from: your quarter, and we find now the summer'fur 
spent without any thing of consequence having bappened ; 
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but this is a subject foo tonder to offer {rao sentiments 
upon. 
You will he so good, as ofign as you can, to send us here 
accounts of so very intorosting mattors as aro going on near 

‘ous it will in some dogreo alleviate the distress of boing 
in a manner out of the world in this place, to hear now and 
then from a friend, in whieh cluss I hope to be included 
by you. 

nd beliave me to be, with regard, dear Stanton, yours 

sincerely, Anyxanper Rosa, 


To Captain Stanton. 


JOHN MOULTRIE, LIEU TENANT-GOVERNOUR OF HAST- 
FLORIDA, TO GENERAL GRANT, 
Bt, Augustine, Ootobor 4, 1775. 

I havo tho plonsuro of yours by the St, Lawrence, By 
sonding hor you have dono your old Government essential 
servics 3 wo wanted such a vessel very much sho appeared 
off one day, and came over the bar tho noxt with case and 
without a rab, and without unlading ber guns oy provi- 
sion; our bar is better than over I know it. 

By our steady attachment to our mother country, we are 
become an eye-sore to our sister Colonies; particularly go 
to our foolish young sisters Georgia and Carolina. ‘Vhey 
threatened, and havo done evory thing in thair powor to 
starve us, which is not in thei power to effect. Thoir 
throats woro of service, nnd alarmed tho people here at 
first, but 1 told them | was glad of it; that it was a shame 
to trust our oxistonco to othors, and give them our mone 
for what we could mako as easily as thoy could; which 
they now find to be true, Almost evary planter las mada 
his provision; many a groat deal to spare. I havo above 
cight hundred bushels of corn to spare of tho Bellavista 
ron a fine crop of rice at the Musgquetoe, already reapad, « 
and in tho barn yard; a second cutting of the samo rice 
almost ripe. 

Cam surprised to find you and the anny in the state you 
havo been in, I flnttor myself you will move to advan« 
tnge soon. The southern people aro madder than the 
northern, though I boliove not such great rogues 3 they haya 
pot to the highost pitch of raving madness, You will 
have hoard of ono hundred and ten barrols of our powder 
taken ont of Lofthouse, off our har, by a vessol fitted out 
of Carolina, with an order from Laurens to proceed on 
that business ; which order, by«mistake, and through con+ 
fusion, the pirate Captain loft behind him, and is now ja 
our possossion. Laurens loves popularity; bat 1 think he 
does not a many hours a night, and may perhups 
dream. You know tho man, Our neighbours talk of vi- 
siting us to take onr ordnanco stores ; but this L look upon 
as mero vapour, and that they will not feel bold onough ; 
if my do, well, wo will do our best to dross thom. I hone 
tho Genoral will nat tako any more of the troops from this. 
T think he hag alrendy weakened us too much, Consider 
tho fort and its contonts ; consider what our neighbours are 
willing to dos consider, above all, that this is now the boat. 
and only immediate communication between Great Brittain 
and our red brothers, You judged right; the Rebals 
have been tampering and endeavouring to get tho Indiany 
with thom, The best fiends of Great Britain aro in tho 
back purts of the Carolinas, and Georgia; if tho Judians 
were put in motion thesa would snfter, and not the Rebols, 
But this will be delivered ta you by Colonel Moses Kirk« 
land, who comes express to General Gage; to him I refer 
you; what he tells you, you may gepend on, J think he 
may be made a most powerful instrument in the bands of 
Goyorninent should any thing bo done this way, which I 
think ought immediately to be undertaken. He knows 
overy tach of Carofina, overy road and by-road, ovory 
creel and swamp, every person, and hag a most oxtensiva 
influcnco ; is resolute, activa, and enterprising, and L think 
ought to reccivo the greatest oncouragemant, Ho hag not 
had a liberal education, but possesses clear, strong, and 
manly senso, and [ think him entirely 10 be deponded on, 

Lhavo bad Muleasser with mo; he will send you some 
papers, Some othors shall bo done on a larger soalo. 

irkland can givo you good intelligence. Wallace, who. 
acts with so much spirit and honour, can also fuurniah you 
with tich materials on that hend, 1 remomber.he was very- 
busy when thero in sounding and syrveying, "5 

1 lament, as you may imagine, the present slate of 
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affairs, apd the situation: of most of my friends, who have 
been worked powerfully on, and have, to my great sorrow, 
taken a wrong way, I need not say any thing farther to 
ou on the state of things in these parts of the world, as 
trkcland will be better than a very long letter. 1 hope 
soon to sea order drawn out of confusion, and pence 1¢- 
stored; that good men mny escape, but that every rogue 
and vile tool, and every wilful and violent opposer and 
Oppressor may meet with their full and just reward. 
_ Pray, dear friend, adieu. Iam, most affectionately and 
sincerely, yours, Movienis 
Mrs. Moultrie begs her best 1espects to you. We are 
happy and well. If you see /Wallave, pray my compli- 
ments ; I think and hear of him with pleasure, 
To Brigadier-Geneval Grant, 


DANIEL OUAMSER, JUN., TO DANIEL OMAMIER, 
St, Augustino, Octobor 3, 1775. 

My pear Sm: I had written you a long letter by Mr, 
Cameron, who was to make the best of his way to Boston, 
from Virginia, to which place another detachment of the 
regiment here is now destined, und ieady to sail. I shall 
not recall that letter, notwithstanding tho receipt of yours 
has rendared a groat part of it unnecessary, as the rest of it 
stil] stands good, 

T mado my retreat from Charlestown in good time, for 
whieh my friends have since complimented me on my saga- 
city, having, it scoms, been in more danger than they had 
imagined, although it was at their repented informations that 
I determined at last to retire, Such an unjust persecution as 
that of mine is hardly toibe paralleled, as they had not the 
shadow of a charge to bring ngainst me. My worthy friend, 
Captain Innes, (herd PPilliam’s Secteaiy)\ who anived a 
few months bofore his Lordship, and with whom I had 
formed the strongast intimacy, being acquainted with the 
Chairman of the Committee, Mr. Henry Laurens, made 
my caso known to him, and 1 had the satisfietion to re- 
ceive a message from him, assuring mo that he himself was 
fully satisfied of my innocence, and that he would take 
core that I should havo full liberty to remain in Charles- 
Yowtt, or go to what part of Ameriea or Murope 1 thought 
proper; and, understanding that my first dosign was to go 
to England, he wrote a letter to the Captain on board 
whose ship Twas, romovingsall diffioulties that lay in my 
way. Upon-this ihfoynttion I immediately altered my 
route, and Wrote as rae letter as I could dictate to 
Me daurens, for | wag'iitich touched with such generous 
hehaviour from a stranger, (for he was but just returned 
hore from England,) when many of the gentlemen of the 
town (as they call themselves) with whom I had been ac- 
quainted, wore for cutting wny throat, Tam glad Llarcomb 
hes escaped; he has the true spirit of loyalty of an old 
English soldier. 

Tshall not attampt to express the feeling I have for the 
gonerous supply which you have sent me; itis fully sufficient 
for the present, and 1 hope for some time to come, as my 
friends in Charlestown are not likely to call upon me until 
it be perfectly conveniont, Tam much distressed for them. 
They ave all nowisarmed, and confined to the limits of 
the town, for haying réfuged to sign a wreasonable associa- 
tion, f 

But my noble friend Innes, although long out of the 
army, refused to deliver his arms, and told the Committee, 
that he had the honour of bearing five commissions under 
his present Majesty, and his late Royal grandfather, and 
were he to deliver up his sword tg any one not legally en- 
titled tq demand it, he should think he deserved to have it 
broke over bis head ;” for ae soldier-like behaviour he 
was ordered “to quit the town in four-and-twenty hous, and 
accordingly ha retired on board, the man-of-war. Loyd 
William, not ‘many days alter, dissolved the Assembly, and 
retreated to the same place, Mr. Zrving, who was formerly 
Tospector of imports and exports at Boston, and is now 
Roceiver-General of the quit-rents at ‘Charlestown, and to 
whose friendship I have been so much indebted, embarked 
some time afier [ left Charlestown for Providence Island, 
for recovery from a bilious complaint, and he will remain 
there for some time if he is wise. Please to inform Mr, 
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Thilon of this, as he has a great regard for the gentleman 
of whom I speak. I beg you also to present'my compli- 
ments to him and his lady. 

October 3. _ 

As the transport with the tloops luckily cannot sail to- 
day, I have set my friends to work to make you a keg of 
shrub, which I will risk by Mr. Cameron, although J have 
some fear whether he can accomplish it; if he does you 
will be much obliged to him, as I suppose he will find it diffi- 
cult enough to carry himself there, but the loss will not be 
great, and its safety I hope will prove very beneficial to 

‘ou. 

My worthy friend, Mr. Penman, is one of the two emi- 
nent merchants in this place. I became acquainted with 
him in Charlestown some time ago, and I have been under 
great obligation to him since my arrival here, indeed for 
every accommodation, as there ate no lodging houses here, 
] laid a copy of your scheme before him, and [ now encloxe 
you a very encouraging answer from him, which E hope 
and expect will induce you to put it immedintely into exe- 
cution, as the fruit will soon be in its full state of maturi- 
ty. Address your vessel immediately to Mr. (James) Pen- 
man, and resume your former style and character, and 1 
warrant he will do you justice. J know him to be a man 
of honour, and he is also well known to Mr. Fulton, 
Write upon the subject immediately, if you cannot send 
your vessel at once, that the fiuit may be gathered and pre- 
pared at the proper season. . 7 

1 will now, if 1 havo time, answer every other paragraph 
of your letter. 

have already been very kindly treated by the Govern- 
our and the rest of the gentlemen here. ‘The reeommend- 
ations you have procured me will insure me in future all 
the respect and favour 1 could wish for, L beg you to 
express to General Grant and Major Donkin the high 
sense I have of their kindness. The fruit here {s not yet 
ripe, nor is it probable, from what I have snid above, that 
any quantity could make its way good from eens 
heartily wish your shrub itself may meet with that good 
fortune. 

Tdepend greatly on your intercession with your brother. 
Theis can be no vacancy in Carolina but from the death 
or romoval of Mr. Morris, the Comptroller, Ile is old, 
and willing to retire, but he is also hearty; and a yesigna- 
tion, your brother says, is not to be effected in my favour. 
Besides, { am astonished that, your brothey shonld still ink 
of an office in Chatlestoton, when the Hope tetaty off, then} 
do not think them at present worth a fr ning; lad whet 
I know suoh true and alarming accounts of the state of that 
Province have been so long ago transmitted to the Min- 


istry, 

Thote well what you say concerning the scurvy, You 
will find by my first letter, which was written and sealed be- 
fore the receipt of yours, that my own opinion corresponds 
with yours; but my great temperance and regularity had 
long concealed that from my own knowledge which my 
poor father’s unhappy course of life rendered but too appa- 
rent to every one. I flutter myself that 1 already feel some 
bénefit from my change of diet, and shall persist in this 
new regimen, but am aftaid J shall soon be without a prin- 
cipal article in it, which is Madeira wine. If you could 
spare me ever so sinall a quantity, it would lie as accept- 
abi as the shrub to you, and full as necessary for me, as 
I drink no other liquor, the mixture of it with water being 
as strong an acid as will agree with me, and-a few alassé? ‘ 
prove an excellent and palatable restorative and strengtlt 
ener, ‘ 

I am sorry for my friend Chriséie’s ill usage; but he 
must be content to take neighbour's fare, and should not be 
sorry at having the opportunity of manifosting his loyalty, 

T have written you in my first letter conceming Mr 
Savage. 1 cannot send you a power of attorney, having . 
given that authority at my first leaving Boston to Mi 
Nathaniel Coffin, the Deputy Cashier und Receiver-Gee . 
neral, who hrs generously transacted my money matigry.. 
hitherto free from any charge, I see not how I capgh® + 
myself at present. If you can, with the assistanoeqiaMd. 
Hallowell, bring him to reason, you will save mp saegteat 
deal of money. But I apprehend you cadpotetle-cmuply 
without the influence of the Board.aghy.begeyon to con- 
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sult Mr. Hallowell, md present my best compliments to 
him, 

You desire me to havo patience, that Anthony shall not 
neglect mo, I should make a most ungrateful return for 
your gonerosity, and his endeavours to serve me, if L were 
not perfectly casy. While my lonves of absence are con- 
tinued, and this garrison not Loo much weakoned, I oan ro- 
main content for any longth of time. But wo look upon 
tho great draft of men made from this fort as a very unfor- 
tunate measure, that may be attended with very danger- 
ous consequences to the service hero; and I am confident 
if tho Genoral ov tho Ministry know the true stato of these 
Southern Colonies, that such a measure would never havo 
taken place, The only other difficulty I find here is in 

joint of board and lodging. 

I hnd lately fixed myself very agreeably at a good house, 
a small distance fiom town, across St, Sebastian's Creel, 
in a healthy situation, with a worthy old gentleman, Mr. 
Cuming, the Comptroller of the Port, but he, poor man, 
Jately caught the fever, which carried him off ina fow days, 
I ail stny at the house, to take care of his property, hut 
it cannot be convenient for me to stay there long, Were 
you acquainted with the geography of the Southorn Colo- 
nios, you would know that it was impossible for me to go 
to Pensacola. The only passage by water is vin Jamaten, 
in tho packet which calls there on her return from that 
island, not in going to it, from Charlestown ; and u passago 
by Jand is uttorly impracticable for any one but an fadian 
ora Crackor; which last term General Grand con explain 
to you. | apprehend also that T could sooner negotiate 4 
chango with Sir Charles Burdett, the Collector of this Port, 
to whom this climate is ag unfavourable as that of Boston is 
tome; provided ho bo willing to descend from a collector 
of a small port to the survoyor of a large one. I under. 
staod, from Mr. Cuming, that the incomes are protty near 
oqual, Yo has been in Boston, and the neighbourhood 
thoreof, these three years, and 1 know is very dasiious of 
remaining there longer than the Board may perhaps think 
ay por. 1 could wish you to talk to him on the subject, if 
yo be still with you. Mr. dallowell, who knows him wall, 
will inform you about him. 

Captain Barbut L saw in Charlestown, and, as 1 soon 
found be was acquainted with our family, wo became vory 
intimate. He is a fine old soldier, and very candidly, and 
in the most friendly manner, made mo himself the ofter you 
mention ; nay indeed, even to resign in my favour, for a vory 
reasonable satisfaction ; but I naprolieed i would be very 
improdent in mo to give up my own certainty for his un- 
certainty; besides, you will please to observe, that your 
brother has all along pronciod the #est-Indics to mo, and 
Tam mysolf of opinion that not ouly tho equable climate 
of tho islands would be best for mo, but that also the 
shances of yacaney or promotion aro there much greater. 
Ploaso to observe also that tho climato of Pensacola is not 
Feokonod comparable to this in any rospect. 

T think I have now answored your letter; but whothor I 
havo or not, 1 have no more time left, Your ensk of shrub 
i peal 3 five gallons of rum and seven of juico; which 
js yet hardly ripe enough, but T hope will do, Adieu, and 
beliove mo to be, yours, most aflectionately, 

; Daninn, Cammn, Jr 

we $ Ootobor 4, 

_ PostsoriptoI_am como to town again early this morn- 
ing, to put tho finishing hand to this letter, and to see your 
shrub well taken care of, Remember again that you are 
not to take this 43a specimen of tho best we can do, as the 
fruit is hardly ripescnough. I beg you to seo that Mr, 
Savage sonds mo the clothes and books I wrote to him for 
a twelve month ago, Iam surprised he did not ombraco 
89 fino‘an opportunity as the man-ofavar, Savaral of my 
things-are lost and destroyed in the houso whero I left thom, 

1 ar et Die ibe tho favour of you to sand mo a faw 
dozens fr iidotea vie if to bo had in Boston, at any 
eager shy brit 8 tha only article wo are inch in 

3} mean he table. If that is not to be tnd, 
some good Payal, or othor whits wine, might do. Lisbon 
T suppose, is too sweat to be so propor as other wines, 

Send an answer to Mr, Penman instantly, Ho would 
agt to work for you, and prooute a large quantity of fruit 
ihbe.were sure of your vessel, ed 
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It is astonishing to me how you manago with ypur pack- 
ots aud mon-ol-war, We have now nglish intelligence 
above a month later than in your paper of the 15th Sep- 
tember, vin: LOth July, by The July packet; and I sup- 
poso the lugust mail is at Charlestown by this time. You 
dosire the things you wanted to bo sont by tho roturn of 
the man-of-war, and the Captain declares be is stationed 
hore until Apri next, Tlow did you make this mistake? 

1 will not fail to compliment the gentlemen you mention, 
when the opportunity offers. Should my fiend, Captain 
Innes, como to Boston, I beg you to treat bim as you would 
myself; I never met with aman in my life with whom I 
formod so close an intimacy in so short a time. Tho officers 
of the Sixty-Third Regiment can tell you who he is, He 
was last in their roginent. 

Adieu again, yours, most affectionately, aguin, 

Dansen Criamimn, Jr, 
ae ry 
JOLIN SLUART TO SAMUEL KEMBLU, 
St, Auguatino, Ootohor 4, 1775. 

Sm: I horewith tansmit you, annexed, a list of bills, 
which I have drawn upon his Excellency, the Commander- 
in-chief, for the expenses of my Department; the particu 
lars of which are explained in said list. 

Lam, sir, your most obediont, humblo servant, 

Jonn Sruane. 
T'o Samuel Kemble, Ssttes Secrotary to his Excellenoy the 
Commander-in-Chiel. 


List of Bills drawn by me upon his Rrcellency Genoral 
Gaan, Commander-in« Chief of Elis Majesty's Horces, 
Nowri-Amunica, 

September 20, U77T5.—At thirty days sight, in favour of 
Mr, Richard Yates, merchant, New-York, £2,626, York, 
curency, for extraordinary oxpeuses this current year, 
(No. 20.) 

September 20, 1775.—At thirty days sight, in favour of 
Georye Ancrum, Jr, atornay, BTR 8s. Od, Korke cur 
roney, for ofticers’ salaries for the current year, (No, 21.) 

Gelober 4, 1778.—At thirty days sight, in favour of 
William MeKennon, £262 10s,, York currency, for ax- 
pensas incurred on the Mississippt, the current year, (Nos 
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PETER CESITR, GOVEUNOUR OF WEST-FLORIDA, TO Cove 
ERNOUR 'TRYON, 

Yonsncoln, Noyonihor 18, 1778, 

Stas Che Marl of Dartmouh having been pleasad to 
signify to ino, ina Lotter of the bth of July lost, Wis Max 
jesty’s royal wishos that I should aflord overy possible pro« 
teclion to auch of his subjects in tho Colonies in rebullion, 
as shall bo tov weak to rosist tha violences of tho times, 
and tao loyal to concur in the measures of those who have 
avowed and supported that rebellion, and are desirous of 
seeking an asylum in this Provines; and that 1 should 
countenance and protect ull suchas may be indugod, under 
the circumstances aboyo statod, to retrent hither, and give 
them grants of land by way of bounty and encouragementy 
oxempt from quit-rent for ton yeara; attd that] should also 
give every possible encouragement in my power to tha 
exportation of lumber from hence to tho Mest-lindia Is- 
lands; L therefore thought proper to directa Proclamation 
to issuo, notifying and declaring this Royal bounty ‘and 
encouragement; but Iam alvaid, from the circumslanees 
of tho times, that it will not be in my power to have it so 
generally dispersed and, published ay [ could wish, wd 
having no printing pros# in the Colony; and therefore f 
have taken the liborty to enclose a copy of this Proclamee 
tion lo your Excellency, and to request that you will bo 
nJonsed to direct that a gumber of copics of the same muy 
)6 printed und publishod in your Government, 

I have further to requost, that your Excellency will be 
pleased to afford every assistanes in your powor to have 
theso Wis Majesty’# most gracious intentions earriod into 
execution, 

Tam, with great regard and esteem, sir, your moat obe- 
dient, bumble servant, Peren Cunaren. 


His Excelloncy William Zryon, Esq. ‘ 
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‘ Wast-Fonipa. 

By Tis Excellency Purun Cunsren, Esg., Captain- Gen- 
eral, Governour, and Commander-in- Chief, in and over 
THis Majesty's said Province of Wrst-l'uoriwa, and 
the Territories deponding thereon in Ammatoa, Chancel- 
lor, Vico-Admiral, and Ordinary of the same, &c. 


A Proovamatron, 


Whereas His Majesty, by his royal instructions, dated 
at St. James's, the 3d day of February, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-four, and 
in the fourteenth year of his reign, did think fit, with the 
advice of his Privy Council, to revoke and annul all the 
powers and authorities which, before that time, had been 
given by His Majesty to the Governours of this Province, 
for the laying out and passing grants of land within the 
same, and to direct and appoint certain iules and regula- 
tions, to be thencefgrth strictly and punctually observed, 
for the future disposal, by publick sale, of such lands, tene- 
ments, and hereditaments as then were, or thereafter should 
be in His Majesty’s power to dispose of, within this Pro- 
vince, in the manner by the said instructions particularly 
mentioned and directed: 

And whereas, His La leael has lately been most gra- 
ciously pleased to signify his royal wishes that the Govern~ 
our of this Province should afford overy possible protec- 
tion to such of his subjects in the Colonies in rebellion, as 
shall be too weak to resist the violences of the times, and 
too Joyal to concur in the measures of those who have 
avowed and ou baie that rebellion, and are desirous of 
soaking an asylum in West-Jlorida ; and to that ond [lis 
Majesty has beon pleased to direct that the execution of 
the instructions of the third day of Zebruary, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand soven hundred and soventy-four, 
hereinbofore mentioned, should be suspended for the pre- 
sent within this Colony: 

And wherens Lis Majesty has also been pleased to sig- 
nify his further pleasure to the Governour of this Province, 
to give evory possible encouragement to the exportation 
of lumber from this Colony to his Islands in tho /Vest-Jn- 
dics; It is therefore horeby notified to all Llis Majesty’s 
godd and faithfal subjects who may be induced, undor the 
cireumstances above stated, to seck a retreat in this Pio- 
vince, that the Governour of the said Province will afford 
them every tte protection and countenance in his 
powor; and that thay, upon” their arvival iy this Provinca, 
and applying to"the @overnour thersof in Council, for 
grants of land, shall olf{ain the same, exempt from quit- 
rents for ten years, under the following regulations, to wit: 
That one hundred acres of land will be granted to every 
such person, being master or mistress of a family, for him- 
soll and herself; and fily acres for overy white or black 
man, woman, or child, of which such person’s family shall 
consist at tho actual time of making the grant. And in 
ease any such person, well-aflected to the Constitution, 
applying to the said Govornour in Council for grants of 
land; shall be desirous of taking up a larger quantity than 
the actual number of porsons in his or her family would 
entitle such person to take up, that the said Governour in 
Counoil will grant ¢ avery such person or persons such 
further quantity of land as they may desire, not oxceeding 
one thousand neres, over and above what they are entitled 
to by the number of persons in their respective families : 
Provided, It shall appear to the said Goyernour that they 
are in a condition and intention to cultivate the same: And 
provided also, That they, at the time of sush application, 
do give good evidence to the Governour of the said Pro- 
vince of their real attachment toethe Constitution, and of 
their non-conourrence’ in the rebellious proceedings in tho 
other Colonies. * 

And itis hefeby furthor notified, that the Governour of 
this Province will aflord every possible encouragement Jo 
all His Majesty’s good subjects who may think proper 
to be concerned gin the exportation of Jumber, and all 
other produca, from this Province to the West-Jndies, and 
that he will grant bis license to any such person or persons 
to cut wood and convert it into lumber, upon ele of 
His Majesty’s lands within this Province: Provi ed al- 
ways, that proper security be given, ypon the exportation 
of any lumber, that the same shall be landed in some of 
the Pest-India Islands belonging to the King. 
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Given under my hand, and the Great Seal of His Ma- 
jesty’s said Province, in the Counci! Chamber at Pensa- 
cola, the eleventh day of November, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand seven hundsed and seventy-five, and in 
the sixteenth year of His Majesty’s reign, 

Persr Cursrer, 


By His Excellency’s command: ,, 
Avexayner Macunnovan, Dep, Sec’y. 


Gon save the King. 


ALLAN CAMERON 'TO DUNCAN CAMERON, 
On board the ship Willinm, Norfolk Harbour, 
in Virginia, November 11, 1775, i 

Dear Sir: Though I never had the pleasure of being 
personally acquainted with you, I am very sensible of the 
connexive narration of our predecessors, which induces me 
now to take the freedom of troubling you with this epis- 
tle. No doubt, sir, you would have heard of an unfortu- 
nate accident that had happened between one Mr, Came- 
ron, of Mursirloch, and 1, in the year ’72, at which time 
{ believe you was at Fort-IVilliam, in Lochaber, 

From tho above circumstances, I dare to say you will, 
and justly, conclude that lam a son of Mr. Cameron, of 
Evracht. Since my departure fiom that part of the world, 
Lhave been in both the Fvench and British West-Indies, 
and over the most civilized parts of North-America, still in 
the character of a gontleman ; so that good or bad luck has 
ordained n roving life for me hitherto, At the same time, 
T must beg leave to let you know, that I at Inst got pretty 
well settled to the southward; but, as I could not comply 
with the proposals of some of the demagogues of this_un- 
lucky rebellion, was obliged to push along. I arrived here 
a few days ago from St, Augustine, in East- Florida, 
which place 1 left with a view of proceeding from here, by 
the fist opportunity, to Boston; and, as 1 always had an 
inclination of getting into tho army, and still have, my in- 
tention was to have joined some marching regiment as a 
volunteer, till better would offer, of which I made no doubt, 
with what recommendation 1 had to some gentlemen there, 
in conjunction with your interest, which [ flattered myself 
with, But Lord Dunmore, finding that } was upon a plan 
of this nature, insisted that I would be advised by him, and 
accept of a Iicutenancy in a Provincial regiment that he 
is about raising, of which he himse}f.is,to be Colonel, I 
could not wel but agree to hjs Lardship’s proposals; and 
am to set out to-morrow morning for Détroit, along with 
ono Major Connolly, who is made Lieutenant-Colonel of 
said regiment, We are very apprehensive of being inter- 
cepted by some of their d—d Committees, However, if 
we get out, and this undeitaking is properly managed, I 
davo to say it will be of essential service to this Govern- 
ment, and porbaps to others, in 

T take the liberty of enclosing to you all the lettars T had 
for different gentlemen there, and | beg you will bo kind 
enough to deliver them to those who they are directed for. 
As Lam mentioned in most of them, I suppose the gentle- 
men will naturally say something or other gbout nie, In 
that case, I hope you will make sucli*answers as you shall 
think proper, I imagine, in case General Gage is zone 
home, as is reported here, that you will deliver the letters 
directed for his Excellency to Lord Howe, who we under- 
stand is Commander-in-chief there at present. 

Ihave not heard one word from my relations or fijends 
at home, since my embarkation at Greenock, in ‘784 30 
that I do not know how the MacLonées and my old father 
make it out, If you should be kind,enough to write me, 
I would esteem it as a particular favour if you would let 
me know all the Highland news you have. 

T am, sir, your most assured friend, and humble servant, 

AuLAN Cannon, 


Tn case you do write me, direct gs above, and to the 
care of Lord Dunmore, and he will forward it. ” 


= oer 
ALLAN CAMERON To DANIEL cuatEn, &% {8 
On bonid the ship William, Norfolk ‘HathoueF ~ 
in Virginia, Novembogt 41776: 
Sin: Enclosed you will find three Jettérs-ftom /Mr. 
Chamier, in East-Florida, which’ prrolflsed him I would 
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in person delivoy to you, a8 also a keg of somo kind of 
liquids but Gading it inrpossible for mysalf ta proceed as I 
then intended, thought proper to send it by Captain Jilii~ 
son, who | hopo will deliver it safo to you. 
Tam, sil, your humblo sei vant, 
Auran Cannon, 


het 


CAPTAIN MONTAGU 'TO ADMIAL GRaVns, 
Kingfishor, off Jamontawn, Virginia, } 
Novombur 1d, 1775. 

Sin: T beg leave to inform you that a tender of mino, 
cruising off Ocracoke, took, about tho 1st instant, a big, 
fiom Jamatea, ladon with salt, sum, sugar, molasses, Jrish 
linens, osnaburgs, woollen jackets, and shoes ; and a sloop 
fram Martinique, the Captain of which started his yum in 
tho hold, and was found pumping it out; he also acknow- 
Jedzes to have thrown overboad a quantity of coftee, and 
about five bunded and seventy pounds of gunpowder, 

Enclosed you have au invoive of tho different articles in 
tho brig. 

And Lam, sir, your very humblo set vant, 

James Monraau. 
To Samuel Graves, Fsq. 


An Invoice of the biig Adonis’s cargo. 

2,000 bushels of salt; 46 casks of molasses 5 37 casks 
of rum; 10 barrels of limos; i bag gingor; 65 piccos of 
Trish linen; 18 pieces of check non; 24 bolts of osna« 
bugs; 63 flannel waistcoats 5 93 pairs of shoes; 12 orap- 
pera; 36 girths; 69 round hats. 

Jamra Monraav. 

November 7, 1778. 

We GRIVERN TO GHORGN OIYTANINA, 
Kingfishor, dumentow n, Varginia, } 
Novowbor M4, 1775. 

Daan Stns This moment the O¢ter’s tender anived 
from Norfolle for our despatches lor Boston, by which | 
take this opportunity to inform you that ] am sul ia being; 
J cannot aay in the land of the living, for [ dare not show 
es nose hero, being surrounded on each shore hy Rebels, 
who narrowly watch our motions; but by tho vigilance of 
out Captain we harass than much, 

The day before our arvival in tho river, about a thousand 
Rebels, from Williamsburgh, got over opposite to Jumese 
town, whore they ae now cneamped, in order to march 
down to Norfolle, to atinek our fow oops there, and to 
pu the Nonfote people for declaring for Government. 

Tad wo but two complete regiments, Limake not tho least 
doubt of theiy-reducing the refractory, aud rastoring peaco 
and good order to this Province, 

If thero ure any loiters for mo, or tho vest of the oflicars, 
in your office, bog you will forward them 3 and at tho same 
timo T should ostcem it as. favour if you would send mo 
tavo tons af ossence, with a fow quires of writing paper, as 
J cannot got any hero, 

Lam, with! great regard, dear sir, your most obedient 


humble, W. Grier. 
To George Giffarina, Secretary to Admival Graves, 

y» PLS. Captain Montagu desiies his complinants to you, 
and should ba gind (0 know if the sloop he cnried to Bos- 
ton with cattle is condemned; if so, should be glad, you 
would forward the, money for the ship’s company by this 
opportunity, 


HEX: JAMIESON TO NEHNS. GLASsVOND, GORDON AND CO. 
5 Norfolk, Virginia, Novombor 37, 1775. 
Gayvtnnen: Tho ennoxed is a copy of my Inst, per 
the ship Zeabella, which ship got to sea, I fancy, about the 
Q3d ultimo: Ginco that tine wo havo been in very great 
confusion bere, very few people romuining in the town. I 
don’t know a man who Wad any paper all hero but my- 
self; but seaing evely othorspelson secming their offoels, 
and going off themselves, I began to consider that, if any 
accident happened to your subjects in my hands, 1 might be 
censured; therefore, J bought a small vessel, for which I 
am to give three hundred pounds; I havo put all the rum, 
sugary ho. on board of her, and I have all my papers and 
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other things of valuo lying ready packed ap, in order to bo 
put ou bourd this vosyel in half an hour, with myself, ready 
to haul off under tho motgetion of the men-of-war, and 
proceed to sea, to some pluco of safety, It is a distgroo- 
ablo situation to be in, to he ving all night in fanr, with 
Jonded asms at your bedside, for fear of being alarmed or 
sol upon. 

Three days ago, our Governour received information of 
abody of men being assembled in arms at Kemp's Landing, 
ton miles from hence. [is Mxcelloney set off himself, 
with the most of the troops that avo here, Saas one hans 
dred and fifty,) and fiom twenty to thirty voluntcors, They 
caine up with these aufortunate people, about two to three 
hundiod of thom. ‘They immediately fired on tho King’s 
troops. I must be excused from giving you the paiticu« 
lars, as LT bod it fiom his Excellency himsalf, last night, 
(for he spent the evening hore, with me.) In shoit, those 
poor people were immediately dispofsed and put to tho 
youl, with tho loss of a Jow fives; not any of the King’s 
troops suflerad; a sailor, only, shot in the knoo. 

iis Lxcollency’s humanity appenred in 9 congpicuoug 
light, as he could oasily have surrounded and cut off the 
most of these poor people ; but he was satisfied with taking 
same prisoners. Cho King’s standard was hoisted imme= 
diately, and martial law dechned, ‘This brash wos in 
Prinwess-Anne, the neighbouring County, 

On the standard being hoisted, uinny people have como 
in. ‘Shere wore above five bundred people who eama in 
and dealmed for Government, and took tho oath, If l 
havo time, you may have copy of the oath, &e. 

Yesterday, about two o’clock, P.M, his xcollenc 
marched iy bere, and the King’s standmd wos hoisted, 
when the principal inhabitants (what fow of them were in 
town) took tha onths to Govenmment, and all in the town 
signed, to the amount of avo hundied, © 

Several of the principal people concerned in the raising 
of the poor people in Pr incess-Aime County, have been 
taken prisoners, and are now on bourd the guardeship, “Lhe 
poor peaple blame theso men much for obliging them to 
tako up arms. May tho Lord jn his iufinito merey put an 
end to these troubles, and bring talief to this dist essed 
country. 

There is no communication with the ipa parts of tho 
county just now, so that I cannot get Mr. Drving’s stnto 
to sond you; and you may engily judgo of our present digs 
tressed conditiog, that E cannat apply to the making aut of 
mino hore, just now. 128 said eho principal part of the 
people up the country, in low circumstances, ary for Goa 
vermnment, if they were at liberty to deelmo their sonti« 
ments, 

Lord Dunmore hag applied (@ mo to negotiate somo 
monoy matters, Lam not fond of this businass; but if he 
wiges it, and gives tho necossary dodurity, I suppose L must 
comply, ® 

IL had time, L should have mado outa gchemo for a ants 
go of goods, to bo shippod immediately, on receipt bereol’s 
but, ag I am nat, at prosont, vary fit to go on auch buai« 
noss, 1 think you could ho at no loss in sending out 9 carga 
for this, to the amount of four thousand to five thousand 
pounds sterling; this is providing you Pave vessels conves 
nient, of our awn, and that you have a prospect of selling 
your tobacco to advantage, so far as to mako you ensy in 
choumstances. I presume there will bo open trade at this 
place soon, although I do not expect tobagco can he ships 
ped home for some considerable tims, for tha planters have 
not brought any to the warehouses; and if it was, it could 
not be brought here; but I think dry«goodg will be sold 
héie. What F would propose mole ho this: providing 
such a young man could he got that you lad a good opi- 
nion of, and such as you eould take for a partner in this 
business, in that cnse tho goods might bo bought up by 
higu or his friends, and consigned to himself, But yocoms= 
mend him to apply to me, and bo under my diroctions, 
The sales could go on in bis name; and, ag a plentiful 
supply would be oigerod, which could coma hore in safety 
if the country ts brought to order by the ting they arrive, 
then we could supply our upper stores from thence, I 
could purchase the goods hero from the young man that 
was sent out. { have consulted Lord Dunmore on this 
head, and will havo bis interest and assiatance, if neges 
smy, 24 
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From what have said, you'll know my meaning. ‘The 
worst that can happen will’be ordering the vessel with the 
goods for the Hest-Indies, providing it is not prudent to 
open them here ; but by the time these goods arrive, I think 
there will be no danger, Indeed, were our chcumstances 
easy at home, you might go the length of ten thousand 
pounds sterling value in goads. You would be at tio loss 
for a scheme for a summei cargo; all kinds of linens, none 
above three shillings sterling por yard ; some loaf sugar, 
value about five hundied pounds sterling of it; nails, from 
four-penny to twenty-penny ; paints; linseed-oil. ‘Theve 
ought to be one thousand pounds sterling value of osna- 
burgs of different kinds. 

I think, by the time they arrive, there may be a chance 
of being able to supply tho upper stores. By this, you 
see, your having the schemes for the upper stores in your 
hands, yow’!l not be at any great loss in sending out such 
goods as ara there qtdered, especially such as may sell in 
the Most-Indies, in cnse matteis are not cleveily settled 
herve, But, by what I have seen alieady, I have a notion 
shere will be a good chance of selling goods by the time 
they anive. 

By the enclosed papeis you'll easily see what may be 
expected. There are above one thousand people alheady 
signad, in three days, flom this and Préncess-Anne County, 
[think I shall have no reflections cast on me by any of the 
country gentlemen, although my not going into violent 
moasuros, as many of our countiyinen have, I find a paity 
of them hore is formed against mo, Ilis Excellency knows 
my reasons, and such as may be deemod prudent, because 
J informed him I act agrecably to your instiuctions, 1 
think TF stand well with bis Lordship, and hope to iender 

ood offices to the distressed! ; this will bo my study.  Ilis 

Lordship is a humane, good man, and will uso as much 
“Ienity as in pradonce may he necessary for the unfortu- 
nate, 

J think you might pretend to order the goods for Antt- 
ud, for fear others may chooso to ship as soon as you. 
@ ploased to order the vessel that belongs to ousolves, if 

thoy gota load of tobacco for Srance, to load great salt, 
poner you should soon hear of an accommodation being 
expected. Indeed, if'a load of tobaaco to any pat of the 
Channel was got, I think you might o:der, in their :ctuin, 
to call at Ldverpool and load salt; half of each cargo should 
bo in good sacks, 

On the whole, you'll be hlensod to judge for yourselves, 
If we can xa through with this scheme, T think it will do. 
I yefer you to the papers enclosed for what may be expect- 
ed soon, : 

Lam for self & Co., gentlemen, yours, &c., 

Now, Jaamson, 

P. 5, Do not forget an assortment of sail-cloth, and 
twine; also, a few hogsheads of potatoes, if to be got on 
tolerablo terms. Might fill up tierces with potatoes from 


Liverpool, provided is not too late in tha a ; 


Decenthor 2a, 1775, 

Sing; I vefer you to the above letter, which I hope will 
gat gale to your hands. This letter goes under cover with 
some others, to Mr. James Anderson, at Boston, by a man- 
af-war’s tender. I have sent, by this opportunity, to Mr. 
Anderson, Lod Dunmoye’s diafi on the Commander-in- 
chief, at Boston, for five thousand pounds sterling, payable 
jn a bill or tender, at three days sight. Mr, Anderson is 
to present the draft, ard to take ono bill from the Com- 
mander-in-chief, favour of Hdward and René Payne, 
Esquires, London, for four thousand five hundred pouttds 
atorling, As tho bill will be at three days sight, it would 
be a pity to lose any time in having it presented and paid. 
They will advise you of this so soon as they receive it; 
so you'll ordor the disposal of st in such manner as you 
think proper. ‘The othor fivo hundred pounds sterling is 
to be hid out in goods for His Majesty, since Pm still of 
opinion tho fools should be ordered out immediately on 
receipt of the above letfor, By the time they receive them 
they will probably bo in great demand, as there must be a 
number of troops and ships of war here by the time they 
arrive. But, at any rate, if any thing is to be done, it 
must be with the grentest despatch possible you can. 

Send no strong beer, A few hogsheads porter would do, 
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if good, and wairanted sound. I have widte Messrs. 
Paynes fully, and shall also write you some hereafter. Be 
pleased to take notice that there should be a quantity of 
shoes ordered with the goods, By mine of the 18th Au- 

ust, T advised you leather work of any kind would not do; 

ut, as 1 find there will be a number of troops here, I think 
shoes of all kinds will be n good aticle, Asa regiment of 
Nogroes is inising here, coarse shoes, large and good, will 
be wanted. 

Tam, for self & Co., your obedient humble servant, 
New Jamison. 


Messrs, Glassford, Gordon, Monteath & Co,, Glasgow. 


WALTER RATION TO NATHANILL COFFIN. 
Norfolk, Noyembor 21, 1775. 


Doar Sie: T herewith transmit my accounts and lists of 
shipping for the three last quaiters, which I would rather 
have done at the close of each quarter, but had not an op- 
portunity of so doing; and in these lawless times I think 
it would have been very unsafe to trust letteis by indiffe- 
rent hands, as jt is now, and has been some time past, an 
established rule to beak open all letters either going from 
or divected to any officer in the service of the Crown, It 
was with difficulty, I will assume you, that 1 now am able 
to transmit them, as my going from Aecomack fo this place 
was opposed by upwards of thies hundred people of the 
County, who will not allow any vessel to come to this place, 
for feat of supplying the ships of war and other troops with 
plovision ; ind, Lwill assure you that J am doubtful whether 
I may not be obliged to take a shelter in some of the ships, 
or at least on this side the bay, as 1 expect, during the con- 
fused usurpation of power, that an officer of the customs, 
if he only acts with spirit, or as his duty and oath binds 
him, that he will immediately fall under the lash of the 
damned Committees, &¢., who, on such occasion, will show 
them as little merey ag they themselves may expect in the 
future world; and as I have on sundry ovcasions opposed 
their measures, and stiove to convince the deluded people 
of their error, I have, by that means, rendered myself ob- 
noxious to them, and no doubt if ever in their power, shall 
have their whole weight of vengeance faid on me. But 
while {am acting in favour of Government and my own 
steady principles, I make no doubt but 1 shall be able, with 


* half their number, to meet them in the field; as‘I hold it 


to bo an established point that tligse who fight, or take 
up arnw against Governmont, aio always fn dread, and'fight 
to great disndvantago, knowing that they aré fighting ajaltiat 
their sovereign, hy whom alone théy can hope for assist- 
ance against their real enamies, and who, out of his grdee 
and favour, has offered them protection from all their foes, 
and who would be glad to see them retuin to thelr duty, 
and embrace tho pioffered giace, They know that the 
halter is round their necks, and if taken, (which they can 
do no less than expect,) that they are liable to be trussed 
up without any delay. Whilst the favourers of Govern- 
ment know the goodness of their cause, and the sppart 
that may at any time be given from the friends thereof, to 
assist them against all enemies, they also, no doubt, are 
assed that if they fall in so glorious and good couse, that 
they have done their duty, and may expect their reward in 
a fature life. 

You will be glad, no doubt, to hear out of so many éne- 
mies to Government that there are some who have seria 
even in these hazardous times, to confess the lenient méa- 
sures used by those in power, and who have sworn al- 
legiance to their awful sovereign; amongst which the 
inhabitants of Norfol, Town and County, Portsmouth, 
Nansemond, 8&c,, stand recorded to, I believe, three thou- 
sand and upwards. The late engagement at Kemp’s, 1 be- 
lieve, bas been cause sufficient for numbers who have been 
constrained, to throw off the yoke and boldly to stand forth 
and confess themselves friends of Government ; numbers 
having been forced’ to take up aims against their will, a3 
has been proved since the late action.’ God send 4 happy 
conclusion to this bad beginning, How long I may Stay 
among them here is uncertain, as 1 have a desiyn-itd'te- 
move, and have a promise from those in power for a-better 
place; [ have feason to expect somewhat nedrel'you than 
this, My letlors please direot to the care‘olMrcSprowle, 
Norfolte, (or Gosport raher,) who willsforward them ; and 
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what money you ma havo of mino in your hands, be 
leased to send por bill of exchange. Be pleased to pay 
Mr, ITulton his account horewith transmitted, and Jet mo 
hear all the news you conveniently can; and boliove me to 
be, doar sir, your very humble servant, 

Warren Uvrron, 
Nathaniel Cofin, lisq., Recoiver-General and Cashior of 

Kis Majesty’s Customs, Boston. 
LOND DUNMORE 0 ADMIRAL GRAVES. 

Norfolk, Virginia, Novombor 24, 1775. 
Sm: The bearer, Colonol Kirkland, begs to bo intro- 
duced to you, and ¥ do it with great pleasure, as I am sure 
you will bo happy to he acquainted with an American so 
truly well disposed to His Majesty’s service. You will find 
him a man of veal worth and spirit; for particulars T refer 
you to tho Goneral. Our little squadron here gocs on as 
well as you can expact; but as Captain Squire writes lo 
you by this opportunity, { shall not trouble you any further 
than returning you thanks for the kind reception you was 
so good as to give to Major Connolly, and to assure you 
that I am, sir, your most obedient and very humble ser 
vant, 


To Admiral Graves. 

P.S. I haye now only to request you, if possible, to 
Jot ono of the line-of-battle ships wintor here, and to do- 
spatch tho sloop Betsey as soon as possible, 


Dunmonrx, 


NEIL JAMIESON YO JANA ANDRISON, 
Norfolk, Viryinin, Novambor 28, 1775. 
Sin: Enolosod you will find Lond Dunmore’s draft, in 
our favour, on the Commander-in-chiol, at Boston, payablo 
three days sight, for five thousand pounds sterling. You 
will be pleased to prosont tho samo for payment. You see 
it ig payablo ina dill of oxchange on London, at threo days 
sight. You will bo pleased to order ono bill to he made 
out for forty-five hundred pounds storling. Tet there ho 
four copios of it, and lot tho bills bo made payable to Jd. 
ward & Roné Payne, sqrs., of London, You will find 
here onclosod two letters for Messrs. Paynes, left opon ; be 
plensed to enclose the bills, ono copy in cach of those lot. 
tera, and to bo forwarded by tho fist ships to Britain; but 
if no immediate opportunity from aston to Great Britain, 
in that case you will be pleased to put the letter for Messis. 
Paynes, undor your own cover, and sond tho samo to Lugh 
and Alewandor MWallaco, Esqs., of New- Yori, und tell thom 
it is by my desire they should forward tho samo by tho 
packet, or any othor opportunity that may soon after ofler. 
‘ou will undorstand ‘tnt my wish is, how soon those bills 
may ba forwarded to the gontlamon in London. ‘The five 
hundred pounds stofling romaining, you will bo pleased to 
lay out with you, insuch goods ag you will find hore ordered 5 
an whieh you will chargo your usital commission, One of 
to copies of tho bill, for forty-five hundred pounds, you 
will bo plonsad to forward to me, under cover, by the samo 
oRpeeuny: 
am, for self and company, sir, your obedient humblo 


ervant 
servant, Nem Jammson. 


Dooombor 2, 1775, 
The vossel. that carries this will bring the goods. With 
this will also bo a lettor for my partners; which please for- 
ward by first opportunity for Great Britain, 1 bave drawn 
on you of this date, in fayourof Captain Kiriland, at sight, 
for twenty Spanish milled dollars, 
Yours, N. J. 
Sinco writing the above I have beon considering if thero 
ig any immadiato opportunity to Glasgow, You may take 
the bills payable to my partners in Gilaswow, Messrs, @lass- 
ford, Gordon, Monteath § Co., and put tho bills under 
your own covet; but if tho opportunity offer for Landon, 
or by the pnekot, you will send tha bills to tho Messrs. 


Paynes, of London, ode 
_ Hf Mr. Andorson is out of the way, Mr. Nath, Coffin 
is desired to do the needful, NJ, 


Norfolk, Virginia, Noyormbor 24, 1775. 
[Exchange for £5,000 storling,] 
“Abs three days sight, of this my first bill of exchange, 
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second and third of samo tenor and date not paki, pay to 
Neil Jamieson & Co., or order, five thousand pounds ster- 
ling, in good bills of exehanga on London, at three days 
sight, for yalue received of thom, which place to account 
of Lis Majesty’s servico, ns advised by, sir, your humble 


sorvant, Donaonn. 


To Mis Excellency Gen. Lhomas Gage, or His Majesty’s 
Commander-in-chief for the time boing at Boston. 


Sketch of Goouds to be ssid from Bosvon per this 
vessel. 


Conrso Dish linens, from ten pence to cighteon 


ponce por yard, first cost, value - » £200 
Coarse Trish linens, fron cighteen penco to two 
shillings, - = a -~ 100 
Yarn, and mon’s coarsc woisted stotkings, from 
sixtoon to twenty-live shillings per dozon, ~ 60 
Nails; six, oight, and ten-ponny, valuo ” “ 26 
‘T'wonty-penny nails, valuo - 8 . ~ 20 
Noedleg and pins, value - = 6 mB 
Twenty doven men’s coarse shoes, either English 
or country-made, at thirty shillings por dozen, « 80 
Twenty dozen coarso felt hots, at twenty-four shil- 
lings, - . ” ” . ” ” Q4 
Five hundred dun codfish, . ” ” ” 6 
Salmon in kegs, value « ” “ . “ 3 
‘Two boxos long tobacco pipas, - we 4 
mwonee 
£486 
ot 


Lot these gootls bo consigned to Netlor, Mcallister & 
Co., Norfolk. 


NEIL JAMIBSYON TO LDWAIWD AND QONE PAYNE: 
Noifolk, Virginia, Novombox 88, 1775, 


With this you will find tho Commandor-in-chief at 
Boston (N. Jé) his draft in your fayour, at three days 
sight, for four thousand five hundred pounds sterling. Tins 
madintely on its boing accaiat, bo ploased to advise my 
parinars, Messrs. @laagfurd, @ardon, Monteath & Co., of 
the sume, and bo plensed to dispose of the monoys agree- 
ably to their directions. 

con for self and companyy gentlemen, your obedient, 


humble sorvants e Nem Jameson, 
Edward ond René Payne, Fisqrs., London, 


NEIL JAMISON YO EDWAID AND RENE PAYNE: 
Norfolk, Virginia, Novombor 90, 1775, 

Sins L wrote you tho 29th June, which I make no 
doubt but you havo reecived, have not been forgetul 
in applying to Messrs, McAllister & Co., for tho debt duo 
you, but to no purpose. Indeed, the distracted situation 
we avo at present in, has put e stop to all kinds of busi- 
ness, nor is there any collecting of debts; and if there is 
not an end soon put to this very unfortunate disputo, Lam 
afraid there will be great danger in iccevering the subject 
in dobls, in the hands of the peoplo up the country; for 
many people who were lately in opulent circumstances, 
Tam much afraid will very soon bo in a distressed situa- 
tion, and Tam much afraid will not be able to pay any 
debts for some considerablo time to come. Tt is Alek to 
the above couse that these peoplt have not been able to 
make any payments at prosont, You must therefore rest 
satisfied for the present. *They aro honest mon, and | am 
well assured thay will do evary ching in their power to dis- 
chargo this debt as soon ax they possibly can, 

I had proposed, somo time ago, to have returned to 
Gueat Britain, and fixed at home; but thoso troubles rena 
dor my stay here nocossary for somo time longor, 10 Be0 
to save as much of our subject as possibly L can. This 
boing the caso, and tp make up for the great loss we must 
Iay our accounts of moeting with on account of these 
troubles, as it is likely thero will be several ships of war 
continued hero on the station, and that there may be seve- 
ral contracts to wake in London for the supplying of the 
navy and army, should any of the contrnctora be in wane 
of an agent here, to do their business, [ would be much 
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obliged tp you if you would recommend them to our house. 
We have it in our power to do their business on the best 
terms, as much so as any house in this Colony. 
_ Lhave only time to give You this hint at this present 
time. In a few days [ will write you more fully, 
Lam, for self and company, gentlemen, your obediont, 
humble servant, 
Nem Jamieson. 


Edward and René Payne, Esqrs., London, 


OAPTAIN LESLIE TO GENERAL GAGE: 
Noifolk, Virginian, Docombor 1, 1775, 

Siri The 28th of last month, the Rebels attacked the 
wooden fort mentioned in my former letter of the 6th of 
November, built to secure the pass at the Great-Biidge, 
and have continued fiving small-arms at it in an irvegular 
way ever since, without any other consequence than that 
of slightly wounding two or thtoe of our men. ‘The fort is 
dofended by Lieutenant Palluce, one sergeant, one corpo- 
ral, and twenty-five private men of the lourteenth Regi- 
ment, some volunteers, and a good many negroes, ‘Two 
four-pounders were sent to them yesterday ; therefore 1 take 
it for granted that the Rebels will not easily get possession 
of that post unless they bring artillery against it; of which, 
by all accounts, they have not any at present. 

Ido myself the honour to enclose your Excellency this 
month’s return of my detachment, as also a letter from 
Lord Dunmore, in answer to an application I made to his 
Lordship for a passage for tho non-commissioned officers of 
the two companios of the Fourteenth Regiment, now at 
Boston. 

The officors here, of the Fourteenth Regiment, having 
roquested that I would ap ly to your Iexcollency for their 
dat and forage monoy, ba you will be so good as to 
givo directions for the payment of it as soon ag con venient. 

As a number of women and children belong to my de« 
tachment, and there is no method of providing for them but 
fiom tho King’s stores, I hope you will be pleased to grant 
them the samo indulgence hero as Tam told they have at 
Boston. £ 

I have the honour to bo, sir, your most obedient, humble 


servant, Sauurv Lusiis, 


Captain Fourteenth Regiment Infantry. 


s 


LORD DUNNQHE TO CAPTAIN LESLIE. 
On board the Dunmare, off Norfolk, } 
Docombor 2, 1778, 

Sm: I have at your request just now made inquiry if 
there was room for the non-commissioned officers of the 
Fourteenth to go to Boston in the sloop Betsy; but am 
informed it is not possible for thom to go in her, as she is 
already too much crowded ; which I hope will bo attonded 
with no inconvonionay, as I oxpect General Lowe will 
order the remaining part of the regiment to join you here. 

1 am, sir, your most obediont humble servant, 

Duwnore. 
To Captain Lesdie, of the Fourteenth Regiment. 


” a 
Monthly Return of « Detachment of Lis Majesty's Four- 


teonth Regiment of Infigury, Gosronr, Virainta, Oc- 
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Samu. Lesnie, 
Captain Fourteenth: Regiment Infantry. 
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Monthly Return of a Detachment of His Majesty's Four- 
teenth Reginent of Infantry, Gosronz, Viratnra, No- 
vember 1, 1775. 
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N. B. Captain Blackett died 14th October, 1775. 


Samus. Lesure, 
Captain Fourteenth Regiment Infantry. 
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.B, Captain Blackett died October 14, 1775. 
Sanver Leste, 
Captain Fourteenth Rogiment Infantry. 
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CAPTAIN FORDICE TO CAPTAIN URQUHART, 

Notfal}e, Dacombor 1, 1776, « 

Dean Unaunant: Thanks to th bar of Si; Augusting, 
for allowing me to recoive oe last-letter, two days before 
the Sf, Lawrence arrived. 1 had embarked for this Colony, 
with all the Grenadiers, and as many men from the batta- 
lion as made up a detachment of sixty, including non-com- 
missions, Wee sailed the 7th of October, and got here the 
20th. Jonathan, with the small remains of the regiment, 
are to follow when relieved by the three companies of the 
16th, fom Pensacola. From what you wrote me there must 
most certainly be some unaccountable mistake with respect 
to our regiment, One would conceive that it never could 
be intended that we should be divided in the way we have 
been for some time past. I brought the sergeants and 
corporals of your two companies with me and it was in- 
tended they should have gone by this sloop, but Lord 
Dunmore has acquainted Captain Lesfie that he cannot 
give them a passage; the true cause 1s that he does not at 

resent choose to part with so many good men, . $ 
We have been in great hopes of troops coming here, 
either from Zngland or your army. What a pity it is that 
this Colony should baye been so mach neglected ; acou ple 
of thousand men would settle avery thing here in the course 
of this winter. ‘There have been no accounts from England 
or Boston since J came here. I enclose you a newspaper, 
which contains some account of our proceedings here. 
You will sec by it that we have had a little brush with the 
Rebels, who behaved in a most dastardly manner, Redfarn 
was the only man burt; he received a shot in the knee-pan, 
which will render him unfit for service, A corp§ ofjabour 
seven hundred men has been sent from Wifliame gh, 
jn order to take possession of this place, whichsthey a 
+ most exceedingly desirous of doing, reo vpn. p 
some intrenchments, so that they won?l,Gnt nM uit 80 easy 
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ag they expocted, They have boon for some days within 
about ton milos of us, but their farther progress bas been 
hitherto stopped by 0 fort constructed by Batt, at a bridge 
whore they must pass, ‘Their riflemen keep up an almost 
constant fire, but hitherto without much success, having on- 
ly wounded Gardner, of the General’s company. /Vallace 
commands the fort; ho has twenty-five of our regiment, a 
few militia, and some nogroes. ‘The negroes who had de- 
sorted from tho Rebels to the fort, say that many of them 
haye been killed and wounded by our people. Would to 
God wo had a few more men, and I think we should give 
A vory good account of these rascals ; but we are at presont 
,a vory handful. ‘The place is entiroly deserted by tho 
natives ; only a few Seoteh remain, who to a man are well- 
affected to Government, and are now all embodied, as the 
town of Norfolk militia, and do their duty with great spirit ; 
one of them you may recollect at Boston some yeurs ago, 
hig name John Wunter, an active man, and aid-de-camp 
to Lord Dunmore, 

Thave forgot all this timo to condole with you on tho 
death of your good friond, and quondain Captain, 2 lcckoti, 
who drank his last dram, and resigned his breath on the 
12th of October. They aay he was a most miserable object 
hefore he died. [think you havo been in tolerable good 
fortune this year to get quit of him, and Paioon so soon. 
Thave wrote to Stanton to apply for our bat and forage 
money. Wo aro most certninly untitled to it, as well as the 
other troops. Lend a holping hand in this business ; a fow 
joos would by no means bo inconvenient for somo of your 

vfriends, I havo likewise desired ftom him particular in- 
formation concorning the provisions for men, women, nud 
children, 

I soe by tho Milliamsburgh papors that tho Thity-So- 
cond and some other regiments have boon dralted, and the 
officers sent homo, It must really ho a most distressin 
matter to bo robbed of all the men that one knows, ait 
has been at so much pains with. Jam very thankful that 
we have been go fortunate as to avoid that dreadful fato. I 
hope my vory worthy friend Symes was woll when he left 

‘ou. Did Brown go home with the regiment, or remain with 
onoral Grant? MU ho is with you, remember me to bin. 

Woe have a report that General Gage is gone home,-and 
that General Elows syccaeds him. Lf that is true, it will 
makoa terrible change in*your staf; though | hope it may 
not by any means affact you. I have enclosed in a packet 
to you a gront many lotters which L brought from St, A 
gustine, which I will bo obliged to you if you will take 
tho trouble of sending. All your fiiouds in Mast-Horida 
desivod to bo remembered to you. ‘Tho parson had somo 
thoughts of coming with mo in his way to Boston, but 
Governour Lonyn would not give him leave, My best 
wishes attond Mrs, Urquhart. By what I have hoard, you 
hove, b presume, by this timo, a plodgo of your mutual 
love. [ beg my compliments to Colonel Leslic, Major 
Musgrave, and my othor friends of tho Sixty-Fourth., All 
hora ph in compliments and best wishes to you. And 1 
pea n with great truth, dear Urguhard, your sincere friend, 

Oy 


Captain Urquhart. 


C, Forpice, 


OAPTAIN SQUIRE TO ADMIRAL GRAVES, 
7 . Oilor sloop, off Norfolk, Docomber 2, 1775, 

Sins My Lord Dummore having 9 quantity of corn, which 
ho understands would be of great service to, und was much 
wanted for, the cavalry to the northward, and begged I 
would send some men in a sloop to carry it to Boston, I 
have, therefore, for tho good of the service, sont a petty 
Officer and six of my people in the Betsey sloop for that 
a: Tn my last to you of tho 18th Seprember, by 
the Meréury, I informed you that tho people of this part 
of Pirgtiia peamod to be peacoably inclinad, but am 
sorly to say, that for these two months past, they have 
taken every method to nnnoy tho King’s ships, bonts, and 
troops, wherever they sea them, firing on thom on all occa- 
sions. 1 some Unie sinew wont in a tendor, with three other 
tendors in company, in order jo prevent their sinking vos~ 
sels in tho mouth of Hampton harbour, when they Gred on 
me, and killed two of my people, and wounded two moro; 
“dod trom tho impradence of thé officer on board, a small 
‘eider running too near the town, their musketry was go 
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great, that soveral of my poople awain fiom her tg me, and 
the Rebels took the vessel with four wen, which men they 
have since returned, On in 14th of lust month, His Ex. 
collency Lord Dunmore, and the detachment of the Four. 
teenth Rogiment, embarked in boats from Portsmouth, and 
went up a river vear a place called tho Great- Bridge, in- 
tending to dislodgo some men that ho heard were there, 
whose intention wus to stop provisions coming to Norfolie, 
His Lordship from thence, in his march to Nonfolle, was 
attacked and fired on by sume Robels, whom ho goon 
drove off, aftor killing ono, and king soven or sight pri- 
soners, with a Colonel Lawson and Colonel Lutchine, 
men who havo been voly busy in corrupting tho minds of 
the poor deluded peoplo of this Colony, His Lordship 
then issued his proclamation, (a copy of which T sand bps 
As Mr. John Adkinson, tho potty oflicer that brings you 
this, was a volunteor with Lord Dunmore, on the expedi- 
tion, I refer you to him for moro pyrticulars. We have 
now a small fort at the (rout Bridge, which the Rebels 
must pass to come to Norfolk. Wo have destroyed tha 
bridge, and for those ton days past, have kept a body of 
noar nino hundred Rebels from passing. We hove liko- 
wise intrenched tho town of Nonfoll, and 1 havo gront 
reason to suppose, and hope from their being such cowards, 
and cold weather coming on, that they will return to their 
respective homes, and wo shall bo quiet the romninder of 
the winter. I ani securing all the provisions L oan for the 
King’s ships, and [ hope to get a sufficient qranily until 
wo en havo a supply from the northward. If must hope, 
sir, whon in your powor to sparo a victualler, you will send 
one, 

I, by dosire, havo sent two prisoners talon by his Lord. 
ship; no doubt but his Lordship hag sent their accusntions, 
"Lwo other prisoners tnkon by Captain Dlontagu, the ono 
Captain Dean, whoso accusation | here enclose, the other, 
a Captain Porter, for bringing powder and shot for tho Ro» 
bels, and in sight of the King’s tenders throwing it ovor- 
board. Enclosed I send you the stage and condition of His 
Majesty’s sloops Quer and Kingfisher, with the demands 
for storos from the oflicers of tho,aaid sloops. 

Lam wall convinced that had we a few mare troaps, and 
one or two more ships, that the Rebels in these parts would 
ho very soon quieted, . 

Ai also to acquaint you, that from the bontswain of the 
Otter’s frequontly behaving in a tyrannical manner to tho 
ship’s company, ofen insolem to tho officdry, as wall ng 
noglecting his ‘duty, [ have thought proper to suspend 
him, and baye given an acting order to one of my sonmen, 
Mnelosad J sond you throe lettors, which I recvived from St 
Augustine, to be forwarded to yous and om, sir, with gssur~ 
ances that all that can be done for the good of the King’s 
service shall ba dono by, sir, your most obadient, humblo 


servant, W.d. Saumnn. 
fh 
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DOOTOR FRANKLIN TO My DUMAG, 
Philadelphia, Docombor 19, 1775, 

Duan Sin: I received your soveral fivours of May 18th, 
June 80th, and July 8th, by Mossrs. Vaillant and Pochard, 
whom if I could serve upon your recommendation, it would 
give mo great pleasuro. Their totn) want of 2nglish is at 
present an obstruction to their gotting any employment 
among us, but I hope they will soon obtain samo ine 
ledge of it, ‘This is a good country for artificers or firmurs, 
but gentlemen of mere science in les belles lettres, dan- 
not so easily subsist here, there. being little demand for 
their assistance among an industfious peop. who, a8 yet, 
have not much leisure for studies of that kind, 

Tam much obliged by the kind present you have made 
us of your edition of Vatyel. Jt came to us in good soa- 
sop, when the aircumstanées of a rising State make it ne« 
cessary frequently to consult tho lay of nations, Accord- 
ingly, that copy which I’ kept (alte depositing one in our 
own publick Jibrary here, and sending the other to the 
Colloge of Massachusetis-Bay, as you directed) haa been 
continually in the hands of the members of our Congress 
now sitting, who aro much pleased with your notes gtd 
prefuco, and have entertained a high and just esteem, for 
their author, Your manuscripts! Jdée sur le Gouvernement 
et la Royauié,” js also woll rolished, and may, in time, 
have its effect. T thank you, likewise, for the other smaller 
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pleceswhich accompanied Mattel. “Le Court Expose de 
ce gui est passé entre In Cour Britanique ct les Colonies,” 
&e., being a very concise dyd clear statement of fnets, will 
be reprinted here, for the use of our new friends in Canada, 
The wanslations of the proceedings of our Congress aro 
very acceptable. I send you herewith what of them has 
been furthar published here, together with a few newspa- 
pers, containing accounts of some of tho successes Provi- 
dence has favoured us with. 

We are threatened from England with a very powerful 
force, to come next year against us. We are making all 
the provision in our power here to prevent that foree, and 
we hope we shall be able to defend ourselves. But as the 
events of war are always uncertain, possibly after another 
campaign, wo may fintl it necessary to ask aid of some fo- 
reign power. Tt gives us great pleasure to learn from you, 
that all Europe wishes us the best success in the main- 
tenance of our liberty.” But we wish to know whether 
any one of them, trom principles of humanity, is disposed 
nagnanimously to step in for the relief of an oppressed 
people; or whether if, as it seems likely to happen, we 
should bo obliged to break off all connection with Britain, 
and declare ourselves an independent people, there is any 
state or power in Europe, who would be willing to enter 
into an alliance with us for the benefit of our commeice, 
which amounted, before the war, to nearly seven tillions 
sterling per antiam, and must continually increase, as our 
people increase most rapidly, Confiding, my dear friend, 
in your good will to us, and our cause, and in your saga- 
city and abilities for business, the Committes of Congress 
appointed for tho purpose of establishing and conducting 
a correspondence with our friends in Zurope, of which 
Committoe I havo the honour to bo a member, have di- 
rected me to request of you, that as you are situated at 
the Hague, where ambassadors from all the courts reside, 
you would make use of the opportunity, which that situa- 
tion affords you, of discovering if possible, the disposition 
of the several courts with respect to such assistance or 
alliance, if wo should apply for the one, or propose for 
tho othor. As it may possibly be necessary, in particular 
instances, that you should, for this purpose, confer directly 
with some great Ministers, and show them this letter, as 
your credential, we only recommend it to your discretion, 
that you proceed therein with such caution, as to keep the 
same from tho knowledge of the English Ambassador, and 
provent any publick appearance, at present, of your being 
employed ine any sua business, as thereby, we imagine, 
many inconveniences may he avoided, and your means of 
rendering us service increased, 

‘Vhat you may be bettor able to answer some questions, 
which will probably be put to you, concerning our present 
situation, we inform you, that the whole Continent is very 
firmly united, the party for the measures of the British 
Ministry, being very small, and much dispersed ; that wo 
have had on foot tho last campaign an army of near twen- 
ty-five thousand men, wherewith we have been ablo, not 
only to block up the King’s army ia Boston, but to spare 
considerable detachments for the invasion of Canada, where 
we have met with great success, as the printed papers sent 
horewith will inform you, and have now reason to expect 
that whole Proviflce may be soon in our possession ; that 
we purpose greatly’to increase our force for the ensuing 
year, and thereby, we hope, with the assistance of well 
disciplined militia, to be able to defend our coast, notwith- 
standing its great extent; that we have already a small 
squadron of armed yesgels to protest our coasting trade, 
wbial have had some success in taking several of the 
anomy’s cruisers, and some ofathelr transport vesselssand 
store-ships. ‘This little naval foree we are about to aug- 
‘nent, and expect it may bo mpre considerable in the next 
summor, eS 

Wo havo hithertaapplied to no foreign powor. Weare 
using the uttnost itirey in endeavouring to mado salt- 
petro, and with daily iheveasiig success. Our artificers are 
also avery where busy in fabricating small arms, casting 
cannon, &c. Yet both arms and Ammunition are much 
wanted, Any merchants who would venture to send ships 
Jaden with those articles, might make great profit, such is 
the demand in every Colény, and such generous prices are 
and will be given; of which, and of the manner of con- 
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ducting such a voyage, the bearer, Mr. Story, can inore 

fully inform you. “And whoever brings in those articles is - 
allowed to carry off the value in provisions to our West 

Indies, whore they will fetch a very high price, the gen- 

eral exportation from North-America being stopped. ‘This - 
you will see more particularly in a printed resolution of the 

Congress. 

We are in great want of good engineers, and wish you 
could engage and send us two able ones, in time for the 
next campaiga, one acquainted with field service, sieges, 
&e., and the other with fortifying sea-ports. They will, 
if well recommended, be made very welcome, and have 
honourable appointments, besides the expenses of their 
voyage hither, in which Mr. Story can also advise them. 
As what we now request of you, besides taking up your 
time, may put you lo some expense, we send you, for the 
present, enclosed, a bill for one hundred pounds sterling, 
to defray such expenses, and desire you to be assured, 
that your services will be considered, and honourably re- 
warded by the Congress, . 

We dosire, also, that you would take the tiouble of 1e# 
ceiving from Arthur Lee, agent for the Congress in Eng~ 
land, such letteis as may be sent by him to your care, and 
of forwarding them to us with your despatches. When 
you have occasion to write to him, to inform him of any 
thing, which it may be of importance our friends there 
should bo acquainted with, please to send your letters to. 
him under cover, directed to Mr, Alderman Lee, merchant 
on Tower-Llill, London, and do not send it by post, but 
by some trusty shipper, or other pradent person, who will 
deliver it with his own hands, And when you send to us, 
if you have not a direct safe opportunity, we recommend 
sending by way of St. Zustatia, to the care of Messrs, 
Robert and Cornelius Stephens, merchants there, who will 
forward your despatches to me. 

With sincere and great estoom, and respect, I am, &c., 

B, Franxuin. 


WILLIAM LIVINGSTON TO LORD STIRLING. 
Phitadolphin, Decombor 10, 1775. 

My Lorp: I enclose you Dr. Barnet’s commission, as 
Surgeon of the First Jersey Battalion. The pay is twenty- 
five dollars per month; and J am satisfied the Congress 
mean to allow for the chest of medicine; but 1 intend to 
reduce it to a certainty, as there is an opening to-day on 
such a subject, i ' 

Mr. Yalsted is unanimously voted Quartermaster of your 
battalion, by the Committee for receiving the recomnen- 
dations to oflices, and reported this day; but he must first 
be confirmed by Congress, which I will push as soon as 
possible, and then transmit you his commission, 

T cannot imagine that Congress would give any direc- 
tions respecting the arms you mention, though I really be- 
lieve if they be got without much disturbance, it would be 
concurred in by that Assembly, from the principle of ne- 
cessity ; and last night I took the opinion of the above 
Committee, who were unanimous in Ate sentiment. But 
JT would not choose to be mentioned in the case, nor fo 
have it done under colour of that Committee, unless you 
should be complained of to Congress for the trespass 5 and 
then, as far as this letter would be your instructor, I give 
you free liberty to make use of it for that purpose, 

1am, my lord, your most humble servant, 

Wiis Livinesron. 


LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 
[Road Docombor 23, 17734] 
Elizabethtown, Docembor 19, 1775, 
Sia; In consequence of the new orders published by 
Captain Parker, of the Phenix, since, his arrival at New- 
York, all vessels coming from foreign countries to that port 
receive, on the coast, orders fo come into this Province, 
and if possible to this place; several are already arvivad 
in Prince’s Bay, and in the Sound between this and din- 
boy. Some of the owners of them being apprehéns!varftint 
the men-of-war at New- York may send their offttéls and 
boats to seize and carry them off, have applied:t6' me for 
protection, The saving a vast useful prgporey from falling 
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into tho hands of ourenemies must ho right. And, although 
Thave no orders for it, I shall give them avery protection 
in my power, until L eceive orders to tho contrary from the 
Congress. ‘ 

Llis [Jonour will most probably draw some of tho tenders 
and stnallest ships of war to the avenues of New-Jersey, on 
this side. It will therefore bo highly necessary to have an 
immediate supply of ammunition at this place, and, if pos- 
sible, half a dozen field-pieces, with some round, grape, 
and canister shot; we might then hopo to make them 
quit any station in harbour, and the senson of the your 
will soon make them quit every other station. 

This new order of Captain Parier’s isin direct violation 
of act of Parliament, alarms and rouses the moderate, and 
sorely vexes the ‘Torivs of New- Yord ; their boing obliged 
to seek protection here, and in proportion ag their property 
will be lodged among us, their pulses will beat, and their 
conduct will be regulated, [f this cireunsstance be proper- 
ly managed, Lani in hopes it will turn out a very fortunate 
ono, 

J just occurs to me that it may be very proper that 
there bo an order of Congress to receive, for the Continen« 
tal use, all (he ammunition imported in the vessels that 
may arrive in this Province, on paying a moderate price for 
its some small quantity may be in cach, and every litle 
helps. 

‘This moment tho party [ gent out at the requost of the 
Comunitteo of this County, are, alter a maroh ol above fitty 
miles, retained with their prisoners, whom { shall keop for 
the cxamination of the Committoc, 

With the highest regard and esteem, ) have the honour 
to bu your very bumble servant, Swintana. 


Yo tho Won, John Eancock, 


NEWYORK COMMITTER, 


Ata meeting of the Genaral Committee for the City and 
County of New-York, on Tuesday, December U9, 1775, 
Prosont: John Broome, Chairman, 

Mr, P.0. Van Zandt Me. Abrabame, Mr, ‘Totton, 
olonel Lashor, = =Mr. Blocker, Me. Brinkerhof, 
Mr, Maoro, Mr. Van Voorhica, Mr, Borsion, 
Mr. Abaal, Mr. Denning, Mr, Phonix, 
Captain Voll, Colonel Lott, Mr, Anthony, 
Mr, Builing, Captain Johngon, Mr. Dounia, 
Mr, Ramsay, Colonal Hyer, Mr Robort Ray, 
Mr, Sharpo, Mr, Ray, Jun, Mr, Husavtt, 
Mr, Roosavoli, Maj. Stontonbuagh, Mr Ranker, 
Mr. Broastar, Mr. Cloppn, Mr. Mulligan, 
Mr, Gilbert, Mr. Duyokinol, = Mry Room, 
Captain Anthony, Captain Junowny, 

The Chairman having informed tha Committeo that 
thore wore sovoral domunds upon this Board, which have 
boon due some considerable timo, requesting thoy would 
itko them under consideration, and concert some means for 
discharging te sumo, 

Ordered, That the Chairman be authorized to apply to 
the Provincial Congross for tho Joun of ono thousnnd 
Pounds, subject to no interest, and to give a receipt for tha 
same, and to ongago that the samo shall bo repaid out of 
the first moneys that shall be raised by way of a tax in this 
City and County, for defraying the necessary charges in- 
ourved for the publick services, in defending our rights and 
privilogos, 

Resolved, That Mr. Robert Ray bo, and hereby is ap- 
pointed Treasurer to this Board. 


Resolved, That Daniel Phenix, Anthony L. Bleeker, 
and HWilliam Denning or any two of thom, bo, and thoy are 
hereby nppointod Auditors, for the adjusting aud sottling 
stich accounts as now are, or horeafter may become duo 
from this Board; ond that the Treasurer pay no accounts 
Leltecg as aro allowed of by tho snid Auditors, or any two 
of thom, 


Tt boing suggested to tho Committee that a sloop, the 

pone of Messrs. Mercer“ Svhenche, was londing with 
Provisions, &e., 

Ordered, That Mr. Brinterhoj and My, Dennis bo e 
sub-Committee to wait on Messra, Mercer & Schenck, and 
know the parposo for which the said sloop is loading, and 
report the same immediately. ‘ 

The sub-Committee appointed fof the above purposo 
returned, and reported, that Mr. Mercer, ong of the owners 
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of the snid sloop, informed thom that sha was beund to 
Brunswick, and from thence to seas and that he had ob- 
tained a Permit from the Nerw-dersey Provincial Congress 
for that purpose. 

Ordered, ‘That Mr. Mercer, within a convenient time, 
produce to this Committes a Cortificate from the Netw-Jer- 
acy Pravincial Congress, of his having oxpoited tho said 
Provisions by virtwe of a Permit trom the said Congress, 

Whereas sundry porsons have been taken and confined 
for a considerable time, for want of an immedinte hearing + 
To the intent, thorefare, that no parson may be taken and 
detained in custody without a just cause, 

Ordered, That Mr. Totten, Mv. Gilbert, John Antho- 
ay, Captain Pell, and Theophilus dnthony, or any two of 
them, be a suh-Conmittee to inquire into the oflence of 
Such person or persons that may hereafter bo tuken and 
confined, who are hereby authorized to, discharge him or 
them, uplogs such cireumstanees shall appear as may ron- 
dur their farther confinement necessary. 


Michacl Albert, boing charged before this Committes of 
having inlisted men for the Ministerial amy, was brought 
before tho Committes; and upon big examination, says he 
was intoxicated when he made the declaration for which 
he was apprehended, 

Kidward White and John Moore, charged of tho like 
offince, were alsa braught before the Committea, who 
declarad their innocence in tho faets alledgod ngaingt 
them, 

No sufficient proof appenring to the Committees to cons 
vict the above persons Hs fnets Inid to their chargo, 

Ordered, ‘That thoy be discharged. 

John Blackler baying been confined for some time at tha 
Upper Barracks, was this evening examined before this 
Board. Tt appeared, by bis confession, that he had beon 
sovelal woeks on board the Asta, man-olyars that his 
intontion was (o procure a passage to Boston, and ftom 
thence to Mngland, and for that putpose requested the 
assistance of Governour Tryon; thut he did not intend to 
enter into the Ministerial army, unless be could got the 
oNice he formerly had, (a favsionatly) which was a thou 
sand to one against him; that, apon the whole, it was his 
intention to go to Hngland by the way of Boston, us ho 
could not readily gata passage from this place; that ho 
did not desire a commission in the army, (meaning the 
Ministerial army;) that he took*refage on board the man- 
of-war to avoid being taken and confined for debt. 

‘Lhe Committeo, talking into consideration Me, 2lack- 
Zer’s case, aro of opinion that the law passed by the Tato 
Provincial Congress for this Colony, docs not authorize 
this Board to determing thereon, 

‘Kha question being thon put, whether Blacklar bo 
rounded to tho Guard-Flouse, and a atate of bis cng he 
ropresoutad to (ha Provinelal Congress? oarriod unanie 
inously in the atirnative, 

Ordered, therefore, That the Chairman represent o 
stato of My. laciler’s cna to tho Provincial Congress. 


Ordered, That this Committeo, for the future, be warn 
ad to meet at five o’clock. 


GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERA WASIIING'TON, 


Providenoo, Docomber 19, 1778, 

Sim: havo your Excelloncy’s letter of the 17th, whieh 
T havo laid before tho General Committee. Should the 
force sailed from Boston be destined for Rhode-Island, I 
trengble for the consequenogs, as the Colony, in its present 
exhausted state, cantot, without assistance, defend the 
island. At their unanimous request, L apply to your Lx. 
celloncy for a detachment Tom the Continental Army of 
ono regimont, to be stationgd upon Jhode- Island, and that 
you*would please to appoint n Goneral officer to take the 
command of the whole force there. "They also desired ma 
to inform you that Genoral Lice will he very accoptabla to 
the Colony, and to request that tho General oflicer who 
may be appointed, may set out immediately (o take the 
command of tho toops upon the island, and put it in the 
best posture of defence. We have at Head-quarters about 
two hundred and fifty men, and shall immediately place on 
there about four hundred more, and hold ag many more-in 
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readinens as possible, I need not point out to you the im- 
portance of the island, and the inability of the Colony. 
Tam, in groat haste, your,very humble servant, . 
Nicnonas Cooxe. 
Tlis Excelloncy General Washington. 


Captain APallace hath hinted to some of his friends that 
ho expects a reinforcement daily. 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
Cambridge, Docombor 19, 1775, 

Sm: Since writing you of this date, the letter herewith 
enclosed was put into my hands by Mr. Eustace, who is in 
part the subject of it, Thinking it necessary that you 
should be acquainted with the contents, and a safe oppor- 
tunily offering by Mr, Jrwin, [ do myself the honour of 
enclosing it, to show more fully to Congress the views of 
Lord Dunmore. 3? 

Lam, sir, your most obedient servant, 

Geonae Wasutneron. 
To the President of Congress. 
LORD DUNMORE TO GENERAL HOWE. 
On honrd the Dunmoro, oft’ Norfolk, Virginia, 
Docomber 2, 1775, { 

Dean Grenenat: Tho bearer of this, whose name is 
John Leustace, is the son of an unfortunate widow gentle- 
woman in this country, I have had the charge of him for 
these threa years past, and have given him the best educa- 
tion this country could allard, Ho is a very good Latin 
scholar; of excocding good spirit and quick parts; of ex- 
cellent temper, and good disposition ; has conceived v great 
dosire to go into the army. { havo therefore to entreat 
you when an opportunity offers, to give him a commission, 
and { think he will do me no diseredit, and you much ser- 
vice. Jf you are kind enough to employ him, I should be 
much obliged to you if you would recommend him to some 
pradent oflicer, who would take the trouble now and then 
to give him a little good advice ; for the only fault 1 know 
in him (if fault it can bo called ina boy) is that he is a 
littl too volatile. 

Pray sparo us some {roops, if you can possibly do it con 
sistent with your orders; even the reeruits of the Four- 
teenth Regiment would be of service tous. Those ordered 
from St, Augustine ave no yot ariived, though hourly ex- 

ected. Was thoawhole rogiment here, b think we should 
be able to do some godd, | have sent hee a sloop with 
some Jidian corn, oats, and a fow Irish pesto all of 
which he told me (I mean Major Connolly) were much 
wanted. I could have sent you any quantity of oats, such 
ng they are, if I could have got a lager vessel. I wish to 
God Thad somo of your Light-Llorse here, ‘This is a fine 
country for them to act in, and food of all kinds in groat 
abundance, for both mon and horses, A winter campaign 
would reduce, without the smallest doubt, the whole of this 
Southern Continent to a perfect state of obedience. Ono 
essential sarvice it would render you, which is, that I could 
supply your army and navy with evory necessary of life, 
and that in the greatest abundance, which is more than any 
other Colony on she Continent could do, 

T ever am, dear General, most sincerely yours, 

Dunatone. 
To General Lowe, Boston, 
MEMORANDUM BY GENERAL WASHINGTON’S SECRETARY, 
Cumbridge, Docombor 19, 1775, 
To Jonathan Glover, Esq., Marblehead : * 

Ordered to deliver up the vessels sent into Marblehead 

by Broughion and Selman to their owners, 
MAJON-GENENAL OWE TO THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH. 
Boston, Docomber 19, 1775. 

My Lorn: I embrace the opportunity of an officer who 
bas my leave to go to Britain in a private ship, suddenly 
ordered there, to acquaint your Lordship that 1 have ad- 
yieo of Colonel Lyre Massey being arrived at Halifax with 
hig regiment, and that I have been induced, on this occasion, 
to countermand my orders for six companies of the-Sixty- 
Fifth Regiment, now lying in Naniasiet-Road, to proceed 
to that place. 
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There have not arrived any troops since my last by the 
Tartar frigate, leaving this the 16th instant ; but the store- 
ships, (Lhames, Laird; Friendship, Miller; Britannia, 
White; Generous Planter, Caleeh on per margin, have 
got in with most seasonable supplies, although the live 
stork met with worse fate than could have been suspected, 
from the great care that had been taken, As their cargoes 
are not yet landed, T cannot render a more particular ac~ 
count; but from all the reports received, the merchants 
employed have been most attentive ta their engagements, 
Lam concerned to inform your Lordship that I have the 
authority of the Rebel commander to believe Brigadier 
Prescott has fallen into the bands of the enemy; and re- 
port says that General Carleton, with the whole Province 
of Canada, has shared the same fate. Having no commu- 
nication with Canada at presont, 1 cannot determine upon 
the degree of credit this intelligence deserves, but am hope- 
ful that the latter is not true, However, Mr, Washington, 
commanding the Rebel army, presuming upon the number 
and rank of the prisoners in his possession, has threatened 
retaliation in point of treatment to any prisoners of theirs 
in our power, and proposes an exchange, which is a ciroum- 
stance 1 shall not answer in positive terms, nor shall T enter 
upon such a measure without the King’s ordeis. Your 
Lordship hus enclosed a publication, extracted {rom the 
minutes of the Continental Congress, in reference to His 
Majesty’s Proclamation of 23d August last,on the prin- 
ciples of which Mr. /Vashingion scems to have founded 
his threats. 

Tho small quantity of salt provisions in store here has 
induced me to send an armed transport to St, Busta tia, for 
asupply of that aticle, understanding the markets there 
are glutted with provisions; by which means I flatter nty- 
solf, should the victuallers ordered here be disappointed in 
making their voyages in time, that wo shall secure a sufli- 
cient resource until some of them do arrive, 

J have also, on consultation with the Admiral, ordered two 
transports to be fitted out with (he utmost despatchy to sail 
under convoy of the Scarborough, man-of-war, and two 
armed schooners, with directions to havd them loaded with 
rice at Savannah, by the assistance of Sir James Wright ; 
and if, in going or returning, they should fall in with any 
ships having a quantity of this article on board, the Cap- 
tain of the Scarborough will have orders to seize and send 
them hero for the use of the garrison, navy, and inbabi- 
tants. Jn these ships I propose sending two hundred ma- 
rines, under the command of a field-officer; and in the 
whole of this proceeding, I trust I shall have your Lord- 
ship’s sanction, being guided by motives arising rom my 
rogard to the interest and necessity of His Majesty’s ser- 
vice, [have communicated to the Lords Commissioners 
of the Treasury, ina letter of this date, an exact account 
of all the steps I have taken relative to the aforementioned 


purposes. 
T have the honour to be, &c,, W. Hows, 


To Lord Dunmore. 


TO THE EARL OF NARTNOUTS. 
Maryland, Docombor 20, 1775. 

My Lonn: If constitutional allegianée to my King, a 
warm attachment to my country,* and the most sanguine 
emotions for peace and permanent union between the 
parent State and her Colonies, will sufficiently expiate for 
epistolatory freedom, permit a Minister of the King of 
Kings to address a Minister of the King of Great Britdin, 
France, Ireland, and North-Ameriea; for it is the lan- 
guage of ny soul, that the precious American jewel may 
spenly and immoyeably be set in the most effulgent dia- 

lem. 

Your Lordship sustains a two-fold character: a soldier 
of the Lord of Lords, and Secretary of State for the North- 
ern Department, under our rightful Sovereign. Ligh nd 
honourable oflices, indeed, But every soldier is not an ine 
trepid warrior ; or, a3 a noble Jord once expressed it, “ there 
are many professors, but few possessors ;” nor is every ser- 
vant of the Crown infallible. In both these, every itian at 
best is but a fallible being, This doctrine your Eofdship 
onee loved, being then a real follower of the amb ; for I 
well remember several opportunities, and. the’ Happy and 
precious moments of each, when we bowed together at the 

* Born in the city of Oxford. 
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snoved altar3® at which, when I bobeld a right honowrablo 
communicant, with his livery servants on his right hand 
and Ieft, my soul was yaised almost to the third heaven, 
and my spitits filled with evangelical love; for not many 
mighty, not many noble, are truly godly. As your foord= 
ship’s condesconsion was so landable, houoarable, and scrip. 
tural, as to appear a professor of christianity, a witness for 
God, and the tray hamble soul, | teast and firmly believe 
that “ the most fine gold is not yot become dim.” To whom, 
then, shall E write or speak, in behalf of the miserable con- 
yolsed empires for your Lordship, bath, J trust, eternal life 
at heart, and overlasting felicity, by faith, in full view. 
The Parliamout of Great Britain say, that they have a 
yight to tax or bind the Americans in all cases whatsoever ; 
to which thoy answer, «As they wera born free, freo they 
will bo or die,” And upon many of their huts there is this 
molto: * Iregdom or death; upon others, God and our 
yights.” . 
Sinco the battle of Levingion, Phave been twice in oight 
of the thirleon United Colonies, aauelyt Massachusetts 
Bay, Rhode- Island, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jursey, 
Pennsylvania, Newcastle, &e.,¢ and Maryland 3 all which, 


oxcept New-York, are almost unanimous in the voice of 


Jibearty, Indood, none (save a few officers under the Grown) 
are willing to be bound by the British Parliament in all 
cases whatsoover. "Cho Amerteans declare, n master can 
Iny no greater burdon on a slave than to bind bin in all 
casos whatsoover, ‘Chose things the United Colonics havo 
imbibed, and belore this ean yeach your Lordship, Canada 
will, in all human probability, be added to tho thirteen ; 
for St. Jofa’s aud Moneread have, upon capitulation, sur 
rendered, and the rest of tio Province, in every other ro- 
spect, bids ftir for a goneral surronder, or subjection to the 
American side, In New-York City and Provineo, alibough 
there aro, I verily beliave, moro friends to Government, as 
they call thomselves, than all the rast of the Coloniss to- 
gothor can proiduee, yot in the City and Provinee thera is 
on tho other side of the question « majority large enough 
to subdue them at any: tine ; for instance, v few weeks ago, 
some of these friends appeared in the Province in opposi- 
tion to tho American voice, whervon a sinall party went 
oul Immediately, who subdued and disarmed them, ‘These 
fiends, my Lord, ara not worthy of the appellation; they 
are only sycophants. ‘hey Aatcor wich chair lips and pong, 
and deceive, } fear, your Lordship and others in Adminis- 
tration, from packet to packet. ‘Chey have repeatedly ine 
sinuatod that the News Haglund Govornments bave nothing 
else in view but independence, It is totally ropuzmant to 
wutl, Before the sword was drawn, there could not pose 
sibly bo greater loyalists, In tho year 1769, L anived fivat 
in Amertea, and thoy daily manifastad what loving subjects 
they wero; aud tho tisganting clergy, ulgo, in every oppor- 
tunity, woro peer anxious to invako tho great Joho- 
aah in bebalf of their drend soyeroign, sf whom thoy speak 
in terms tho most pathotiok ; also for all Governours and 
officers, as well as for others, that ponca and happiness, 
truth and justice, religion and piety, might still bo and 
flourish wader his seeptre. Add to this, I justly may, tho 
several couvorsations [ have had with, and tho private 
pore J havo heard by those gentlemen, concerning [is 

qjosty, bis crown and dignity; with all which every loy- 
alist oould but be perfectly well pleased. ‘To theso facis, 
my Lords T have not only been an car-witness in ono Colo. 
a7. oat In mony; nay, even in Maasackusetts-Bay and hor 
capital, 

New, my Lord, for Chrise’s sake attend faithfully, 

About two months ago, I viewed the camps, Rowbury 
and Cambridge, The lines of both are imprognablo; with 
forts (many of which are bomb-proof) and redoubts, sup- 
posing thom to be all ina direction, ave about twenty miles s 
the breastworks of a propor height, and in many placos 
seyontoon feat in thickness; the trenches wide nd deop in 
proportion, bafore which lay forked impediments ; nnd many 
of tha forts, in ovary respect, aro perfectly rendy for bat- 
tle. Tho whole, in a word, an admiration to avery speo- 
tator; for verily their fortifications appear to be the works 
of saven years, instead of about as many months, At these 
camps are about twenty thousand men, well disciplined, 


¥ OF tho Leck.Chapel. 

t Although Neweastle, &a., along to Pannsylounia, yot oa thoy in 
Assombly aro distinctly reprosonted, and also In tho Congrose, those 
Countios therefore are viowed as and called ono of the United Colonies, 
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'Tho Generals and other officers, iw'all their military undare 
takings, solid, diseravt, und courageous; the men daily 
raving. for action, und seaiingdy void of fear, There are 
many (lonting batteries, and algo battonus in abundance 5 
besides this strength, ten thoasand tilitia ave ordered in 
that Government to appear on the first suminons. — Pyovi- 
sions and monoy there ure very plenty, and the soldiers 
faithfully paid, “I'he army in xeoal order, and very healthy, 
and about six woeks ago lodgud in comfortable barracks. 
Chaplains constantly attond the camps, morning and night; 
prayers as often offered up for pence and reconciliation, 
and the soldiers very attuntive, ‘ho roads, at the time t 
viewsd the camps, were almost lined with spectators, and 
thousauds with me oan declare the above, respecting the 
camps, to be a just doseription, Bot, my Lord, 1 have 
more facts to mention. 

A Continental and Provincial currencies, to facilitate this 
great undartuking, are omitted, whieh oyeula fiecly, and 
are daily exchanged for silver and gold. ‘Chair harbours 
by the spring will swarm with privateers, An Adinival is 
appointed, a court esinblished, and tho 3u jastant, the 
Continental flag on board the Black Prince, opposite PAi- 
ladelphia, was hoisted, Many of tho Captains of those 
vessely, in the lage war, proved their intepidity to the 
world hy thuir prizes, and somo of them bave: already 
taken many valuable prizes whieh Government had order 
ed to Boston, and thorehy must have much distressed the 
troops; all whieh tho prints wilf particulariza, 

‘Che oppointmont of the Gontinontal nd Proyingial Gon 
grosses and Committees, your Lordship, without doubt, be» 
foro now mast be filly wequainted with hese se of 
gentlomen, by virtue ofthe grout privileyes with which the 
Colonies have ontrasted ther, claim new tho following pra 
sogativos over the United Colonies: Xho Continental Con 
gresg is over all, under the King; the Provingials over the 
Committees, and the Counnittnus over tha Gountiea, ‘hoe 
Congresses ancl Committeos have so rnisod and regulated 
tho inilitin aud minutoemen, whom thoy have yaised almost 
in overy County, that thoy make in every city and town 
tho most warlike appearance, Saltpatre is mado in abune 
dance, and powdersmills constantly employed in many 
Provinees, and many belivve that there is now in the pos 
session of the lmericuns powder cuough for three yours, 
‘Lhis, to me, is very obvious. Soon after Gonaral Cage 
collvcted the troops from the sever) Provinces into one 
body at Boston, the Gongrossty ordered all: tho: shop= 
horpas not io sell thor powdor tosfowlors antl henters, 
bette keop the samo for the aso af tho Colonies; whieh, 
in genoral, wos faithfully observed. — Bofore this, a parson 
might get a liye yoautity of powder almost at overy larga * 
storo or merehant’s shop, in overy city, town, and county, 
on tho Continont, Now, wll this collected together, ond 
what tho milla havo made, togethor with tho groat quan- 
titieg tnken at St. John’s, Montreal, othar forts, and on the 
song, must wake fn inimense quantity; add 10 this, the 
constant employment of the tills, and a great number of 
wivatuars fathfilly looking out for yours, And, my Lord, 
row is it possible for all stora-ships to escape a fleet 80 
large, which at this timo, 1 firmly beliove, is composed of 
filty sail, ond by next spring 1 shall not marvel if their 
fleet bo doubled. 

Tron guns of the best quality have been made in Ame- 
rica; and og they have plonty of iron and lead ininos, they 
can make what quantity of cannon, shot, and bullets aa 
please. But Administration havo lately suppliod them with 
a very valuable assortment of such stores.* Rifles, infi- 
nitoly better than those imported, are dnily made in many 
plaoes in Pennsylvania, and all tho gunsmiths evary whero 
constantly employed. In this country, my Lord, the bays, 
as soo as they can discharge a yun, frequently oxercise 
themselves therewith, soma a fowling, and othors a hant. 
ing,, The groat quantities of game, tha many kinds, and 
tho gront privileges of killing, malo tho Americans the bost 
marksmen in the world, and thousands support their (ami- 
lios principally by the same, particularly rilemen on tho 
frontiors, whose object’ aro deer and turkies. In marching 
through woods, one thousand of theso riflomen would cut 
to pieces ten thousand of your best troops, I dan’t, my 
Lord, speak at random, or write partially, 1 have travelled 
too much among theso men to bo insensible of their abili- 

Store. vogsols bound to Boston, takon by tho Continontal Captains, 
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tios, Oymy Lord! if your Lordship knew but ono half 
what I know of America, your Lordship would not persist, 
but ba instantly for peaco, or gesign, Bat, my Lord, con- 
atruo this epistle ag you please; novertholdss, my moaning 
is that it should not in the Jenst convey, or oven hint any 
thing about the legality or illegality of the unhappy dispute, 
Many great and celobiated writers havo moved avery nerve, 
but hitherto in vain. . What then can Edo, who am but a 
babo? Not much, wuly, But when a house is in Qames, 
all ran without distinetion, some with buckets, some with 
grapplings, and others with engines, wishing they provi- 
dentially may oxtinguish the fire. Now, my Lord, the 23ré- 
tish empire is really in flames. I cannot, therefore, be 

inactive. Suffer, then, the insignificant with the most sig 

nificant, to help forward with something, T present, there- 

fore, for your Lordship’s acceptance, an engine of frets. 

Tho carved works are fue homely ; bat the essential parts 

are sound and substgntial, ‘Try them lawfully and fhith- 

fully, and 1, by God's pormission, will pledge my life they 

will stand the test. acts are at all times proof against 

the most inveterate foes, By way of appurtenances, I 

must add: Up the Nortd river, in the Provines of New- 

York, there is erected an impregnable fort, against which 

vessels cannot possibly, many minutes, survive. In the 

New-Lingland Governments, batteries are already made 

bolora most of the sea-ports, ‘ho minute-men before 

montioned, like firemen, have all things proper and ready 

to attend on tho first alarm. The American coast, long as 

it is, both by land aud sea, is faithfully watched, aad posts 

aro avery whore ostablishod, Whether, therefore, Admi- 
nistration have in view tho enst or wost of tho continent, it 
matters not. Sut but a foot ashore to execute their plan, 
and tho samo will instantly find enemies. Nay, let thous 
sands bo landod, and thoy will immediately find swarms of 
foos; for tho electrical posts, riding day and night, will soon 
mako them sensible thoreo. My Lord, Administration 
have not ovo friend they can call theirs, in every respect, 
that is a vosident among the Americans, ‘They have seve- 
ral, itis true, who for sordid gain act under the rose; but 
wo to thom if thay should be discovered, Many examples 
havo boon already mado, and (his may be refied on, that 
in a fow months,.as ways and means are now under consi- 
deration, Administration will, ia every respect, in America, 
be friondloss, ‘The destroying of almouth, and Lord Dun- 
more’s Proclamation, proclaiming a jubiloo to tho slaves 
and convicts in Virginia, provided they regair to the royal 
standard in duo time, have exasperated tho Almericans bo» 
yond description, and made the breuch infinitoly wider, A 
fow days ago, his Lordship’s party was repulsed with great 
loss, His Lordship, my Lord, can do nothing but cause 
the men and troasure, now undor his command, to be sac- 
rificod and expended in vain; for ho is surrounded by hun- 
drads of tho best riflemen, who havo driven his oops out 
of their intrenchments, &c, Most, if not all, by this time, 
of Ilis Majesty’s Govornours aro afloat, and rendered in- 
capablo af fulfilling your Lordship’s commands. 

‘The most celebrated military authors are reprinted for 
the uso of tho young officers, that thay may be furnished 

“with every prerequisite against spring, Tho ship-carpen- 
tors nro vary busy in getting tho rest of the privateers 
ready, and ‘lso officer hands to equip them wholly for 
sailing, : 

Now, right honourable sir, what will you do? Where 
will your Lordship look? Where can Administration fix 
their ideas with the least view of success? Say, my Lord, 
that their woops are good the Americans have again and 
again repulsed thom. Not one plan of Administration hath 
had the wishod-for success; in general they have turned 
out abortive. Say, further, that twenty or thirty thousand, 
nay, double the numbers, shall be sent to subdue the Ame- 
ricans, Twenty thousand (descending to the camp phrase) 
may nearly sorve for a breakfast, or rather do fox a relish, 
and so from time to tine British troops may be transported 
for the American sacrifice. But Administration can, destroy 
all their sea-ports, I reply, a few months ago they might 
have wrought such devastation, but now they will find it 
impracticable. Some harbours are blocked up, batterics 
before others erected as above-mentioned, and when the 
icy‘impediments are dissolved in their harbours, no marvel, 


*[ach riding at anchor bofore his Government, or a near as conva. 
nionag will admit, 
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my Lord, if some of the British armament, as well as 
transports or store-ships, be taken, About an hundred 
privateers, with the most intrepid marines, and those per- 
sons who last natural war immortalized their names, again 
chosen for captains, are, touching their schemes, no con- 
teinptible enemy by sea. Convinced 1 am fully, that an 
hundred thousand of tho best troops Europe can'raise will 
not subdue the Americans, nor make them acquiesce in 
the Parliamentary claims, Let Government say what they 
please in favour of their forces, remember, ny Lord, the 
Americans hove just such blood, the like courage, the 
same spirits, and are equal in colour and staturo, and as 
well disciplined. Some of thoir fathers, grandfathes, and 
great-grandfatheis, are to British dust returned, and in 
silent repose, while their sons and grandsons are struggling 
for their birth-rights ; for they traditionally or constitution- 
ally retain the idea of liberty, and with him of ald say, 
“God forbid that wo should sell the inheritance of our 
fathers.” 

Whether this will be believed or not, I don’t know; but 
one thing 1 know, albeit the King requesteth, nevertheless, 
like Nadoth, thoy will resist even unto doath, Blessed be 
God, wo have no Jexebel to stir up His Majesty ; for his 
consort is the best of queens, and as such the Americans 
extal Her Majesty daily. Perhaps, my Lord, this nay be 
viewed as partiality ; but I can assure your Lordship I write 
from conviction, and not from a partial spirit, If I am 
charged any where herein with partiality, (as it is most 
natural and also very fashionable now to act the sycophant, 
where one’s interest is,) I certainly fatter your Lasichio. 
as I fear too many have; for { have no interest nor kin- 
dred hore, nor hopes of interest for, or reward for any 
thing of this nature that I have done or can do. But I 
have immense hopes and views. My time here is very 
short; and ere long I shall be in a world of spirits, where 
the mast noble, the right honourable, and reverend, persons 
must allappear. I know not, therefore, how to give flat- 
tering titles unto man; for in so doing, my Maker would’ 
soon tako me away. 

If figuratively two persons may represent both parties 
in dispute, there is a striking similarity in sacred writ, with 
which your Lordship is perfectly acquainted, and by which 
J hog pormission to mention the following things: 

J view both sides, as to their precious blood, as good old 
Tacob viewed his sons, Joseph and Benjamin, and am equal- 
Jy with him unwilling that cither should be slain, 1 the 
British oops must be represented by the elders brother, 
grieved to my very heart 1 must be to heat that he is saa- 
riftced ; and if the American forces may be compared to 
the younger, I shall equally lament his death, May Gad 
of his infinite marcy save both by a speedy accommoda- 
tion, Benjamin hath repeatedly petitioned Joseph for re~ 
dress of griovances; but Joseph would not receive his 
petitions, but mado himself strange, and spake roughly 
unto him, charging him with haying and holding unjustly 
Pharaoh's cup;* of which the poor lad is perfectly inno- 
cent. O} that Joseph would take Benjanrin in his arms, 
and ombrace him, for thoy ave brothers, If Benjamin have 
erred, let the age and wisdom of Joseph overlook and ob- 
iterate all, Let him no longer refrain, but fall ou bis neck 
and kiss him, and let love and virtue reunite them. As 
Joseph embraced and owned Benjamin as his brother, and 
returned his money, so let the parent State embrace and 
own the Colonies without feo or reward, and instantly the 
sword on both sides will be sheathed ; and then Benyagigy 
as usual will go and carry corn and money to Joseph, and 
take his superb clothing in exchango. . But if Joseph will 
yet refrain, and not be reconciled, Benjamin is detetmined 
to clothe himself with his own wool, and keep his money, 
and send his corn to othor merchantmen: Let facts, my 
Lord, apologize for prolixity. I will conclude now with a 
fow lines. 

The Americans may be led with & hair; but they have: 
too much English blood in them, are too well disciplined 
and too numerous, to be driven even by an hundred thau+:- 
sand of the best forces Government can raise, Where.» 
Government can produce one thousand on the Continent, 
America, with as much ease and expense, can produée fen 
thousand in opposition ; for men, women, andeehildrén, are 
against the proceedings of Administration#throlighiout the 

# Not xondéring unto Casar the things which'be Cesare. 
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United Colonies, to a wonderful majority. ‘Lhe women, 
both old and young, being greatly isvituted at tho inflexi- 
bility of Administration, aro not only willing their sons and 
brothers should turn out in the Geld, but also daclavo that 
they will give them up, and themselves likewiso, as 0 sac« 
rifice, before thoy will bow to Pharaoh’s usk-masters, 
This makes the taising of troops on tho Continent very 
easy. Let a person go into any province, cily, town, or 
county, and ask the females, * Avo you willing your song 
or brothers should go for soldiers, and defend their liber- 
ties?” they would severally answer, “Yes, with all my 
soul; and if they won't go, I won't own them as my sons 
or brothers; for I'll help myself, if thero should be any 
need of mine. If L can't stand in the ranks, I can help 
forward with powdor, balls, and jrovisions ;” and present 
ly this will appear more pellacid. Lust summer, b saw in 
Paitadelphia a company of school-boys called the Acade- 
my Company, in their uniforms, with real arms and colours. 
Upon this [asked how many such companies were in tho 
city, and for what they wore designed; to which L was 
answered by a gentlowoman, tha mothor of two of this 
company, ‘There aro thico companies ; and as to tho do- 
sign, they avo to Jearn tho art or theory of war; and if 
there should bo any occasion for them in tho field of bat 
tle, they will go, for they we all volunteers, But I, for 
my part, am, 1 do aver, sir, heartily willing to sacrifico my 
sons, bolieving that with such sactifice God is woll pleased ; 
for ho has hitherto marvollously blessed our arms, and cons 
need our enemies for ns; and le who, in the days of his 
esh, spoiled principalitivg and powers, and made a show of 
them opanly, will in the ond, L doubt not, ovinee the world 
that ho is conquoior? “Chis, my Lord, is tho langunge of 
the American women, Your Lordship knows it ig gone. 
rally the vovorsa with the Mnelich 5 dhe mothers? and sis« 
ters’ lives are bound up in the boys. 

But Tam afraid T shall trospasy on your Lordahip’s pre 
tienco; therofore, in the great name, and for the sake of 
tho over-blessod Zrinity, 1 now hoseuch your Lordship to 
woigh thoroughly, and with pationco, impaitiulity, and 
love, this narrative of facts; and may that over-hlogsed, 
atlorable person, Jesus Chrisi, tho wonderful coungollor and 
prince of pence, give your Lordship a right judgmont and 
understanding in all things, and counsel and influenco Ad+ 
ministration to act wisely, and repoal the acts in dispute, 
and sv make poace. 

Tam, my Lord, your Lordship’s ready and willing gor- 
vant, for Christ's sake. BP 


P. S$. Some months ago [ fully intanded to see your 
Lordship before now, bat tho rculbation of oxportation 
taking place bofore L could finish my business here, bith 
rondored it vory diMeult for mo to embark at prosent, 
Tho first ollgiblo opportunity in the spring, i any should 
offer, L intend to ombraco mud ombark for Merape. 
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CORTLANDT SKINNER TO LINUTHNANT-COLONEL WILLLAM 
SKINNUR, 
Deoombor, 1775. 

Dean Brorunn: I havo not had tho pleasuro of ro« 
ceiving a letter from yo for a long time; whether you 
have written and they havo miscarried, or what has hap- 
pened, I know not; only’ this I know, that E have not had 
the happiness of & line from you this troublesome summer. 
L.hqve always fondly, 1 may sny foolishly hoped, that the 
unnatural dispute now subsisting, would ‘have an amicable 
conclusion. I find myself sadly disappointed. "Pho ton duty 
began tho controversy; it bas branched out into divers 
athers, and now the contost is for dominion, Jor the riso 
of the disputo we aro indebted to smugglers ; for tho pre. 
sont state of il, to the pride, ambition, and interast of those 
who, enemies to tho ecolesiasticul establishinent of thelr 
country, have Jong plotted, and to others who have beeen 
of eonsoquence in the struggle. They who hogan had 
their interest in view, and foared tho ruin of their smug 
gling; hero they, I boliova, were willing 10 leave the dis. 
ae Tie others, with deopor views, keep it up, and 

wilding on the foundation, are attompting a superstruc- 
ture (a republick) that will deluge this country in blood. 
This is not now. All history, as well as our own, shows 
grent convulsions, rebellions, and revolutions from mad 
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enthusigsm and designing men; and the Jast spring up like 
mushrooms, Wo are new upon the eve, I ny say, have 
actually begun a revolution The Congress aro our King, 
Lords, and Comnions, hoy have taken Canada, with 
the consent of its grateful inhabitunts; they block up the 
Royal army in oston; thoy suy they have secured the 
Indians ; eve appointed an Adiniral, aro fitting out a 
(leot, and are universally obeyed. — Ig this, or is it not inde» 
pondoney ? ‘I'hoy say it is nat; and we must beliove even 
against our sonsos. An edict, manifesto, or what you 
please to call it, bas been issued ftom the Congress} in 
which they suy, Wir have taken into consideration a pro» 
olamation issued by the Court of Se, James's} meaning the 
Jato Royal Proclamation, You will soon seo it, I feay 
bad consequences will attend the mistaken poople who aro 
so ohstinately loyal ag to favour the Royal cause, Where 
or what will be dha ond, L know not. he mistakes of 
Generals and Admirals, and tho strange security in send- 
ing succoms, amomnition, &e., to this country, amazog 
me, while suceess here in avery mad measure vexes mo. 
The suints say Heaven is on their sida; Trathor think tho 
old saying more applicable, “Tho devil is kind to young 
boginners.” We imust_ have in every war a campaign, 
nt least, of blunders, Chis may bo eallod so, from the 
ill-timed mach to Levington to tha losing of Canada. 
Another year may sot us right; but not, if wa only suo- 
cour Josten, A fow veginents and fleets to diltvrant: Pro« 
vincos will sot ug right; at least bring us to aur senses, 
ani sapport the friends of Government, But Thave suid 
enongh on this cisagrevabla subject; you will kaow every 
thing fiom the papers; chia now Aivington is sup- 
prossad, you can hear only one side of tho question. 

Linformad you in my lust that Lo bad auother son, and 
that Chad catled bin James. Lean now only tell you that 
all my family, with your othor friends and connexions, tre 
woll, except my wile, whose present wanlness alarina me, 
Sho is now tolerably wall, but so often otherwise, that I 
cannot say sho has any thing liko established health. Sho 
prosents her love te you nnd your Tittle girl, with the warn. 
ost wishes for both your happiness. [have not received 
a lotto for a long time from Hit, though Fhave heard of 
him, and that very pleasingly, L beg yeu will direct him to 
write to me, but enation bin against politienl matters; fow 
letters came to us unopened, and it may be of fatal conse 
quence (oma. fs + e+ wrote lately 3 itenme salo, but 
hac it fallen into the hunds ofthe Committeo, | should, as 
woll ag his brother, have felt, befows wo heard of it. Givo 
my love and thair mother’s to tham bath, and as much as 
L long to hoar fram them and you, write cautiously, and ja 
away that enn do mono harm, —£ fear a lotter from Cop» 
tain Wearny; T kaow how he will writes if therefara, you 
eo him, tell him of my fears, LT wish to hear from you 
and all iny fiends, but thoy nist avoid politicks, unless 
nome very Bafa porson, not an ofticor, or‘in the least gou~ 
neeted with Govornment, and above all a man of honour 
should bo tho bearer. Mako my compliments to Mr, 
Hatls, © whom Tam much obliged for his kind montion~ 
ing of my children, Remember me to Captain Siinner, 
who [think writes to nobody here, bat now and then to 
his wife. Give my love to my childron. 

Tam, with tho grontost aflection, yotr brother, 

Conriannr Skinnmt. 


To Lioat. Colonal Milliam Skinner, Testbury, Hants, 


* Monnia County, New-Jensuy, September 28, 2776.—The Commit. 
leo mot by notiao from the Chairman, Prosont, all but Dootor Jamas 
Cunpfleld and Bbonezer Contict. r 

A complaint oxbibltod ngalust Cortlandt Skinner, for apoaking dis. 
rog pootfully of the Continent ul Congress, roproaching tho minute-mon, 
and charging thom nnd tho County with protooting x aupposol erimi 
nal from justioo, 

Suid Skinner atlondod tho Board, and tho oyidonans, viz: Paul Day, 
Jusaph Wond, Stophen Conklin, Leann Oary, and (Ceorge Hachoven, 
word sworn and hoard; nd aftor aad Skinner had made his dafonao, 
thy quoation being put, « Whothor eaid Skinner ba guilty or ott it 
was votod minnbnously thathe is gnilly of tho charge brought ngainat 
him. 

Said Skinner again appeared bofore tho Committoo, and acknow. 
lodged ho was very sorry ho liad apokon that which was uscopled to 
ho unfriendly to hig Gountiy, and duclirod that ha would conduat 
hinwolf'ad n singer fliand to tho libortios of his country, and that it 
ovor had beon hia intention and wish, &o., which, with ‘seyoral othor 
Lko declarationa of his being u singero filond to the Linawry of hig 
county, the Commiltea accepted as galistuctory, &o, 


A truo copy fiam the minutes, Srtas Connion. Clerk, 
. 


ft Tho namo in the original iv illegible.) 
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‘ 
GOVERNOWR TRUMBULL TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 
Now.Haven, Docomber 20, 1775. 


Sin: It is absolutely necesfiry that the ueasury of this 
Colony receive an immediate supply of money for the par- 
pose of paying off our troops, iibs othor expenses in- 
curred by this Colony in the general sorvico of the United 
Colonics, The forty-cight thousand pounds received by 
this Colony in Continéntal bills, have been long sinco ex- 
pended ; not in discharge of any former debt, but by much 
tho greatest part thereof in payment of the troops raised 
by this Colony under tho direction of the General, to faci- 
Hitate thoi future inlistment, and of expenses incurred in 
tho common causo, since it was received. 

Tam thereforo directed by the General Assembly of this 
Colony to entreat tho honourable Continental Congress to 
be so good, ns soon as possible, to order a further sum to 
bo issued out of the Continental treasury on account of this 
Colony, and paid inté the hands of our Delogates, to the 
amount, if possible, of sixty thousand pounds, or ut least such 
part thorcof'as can, by any means, at present, be spared. It 
is of tho greatest consequence tous that the utmost despatch 
be made in this affair; 1, therefore, in behalf of the Colony, 
bog tho favour of you to lay this request immediately be- 
fora tho Congress, and to give it all tho facilities in your 
power. 

And am, with the groatest respect and esteem, sir, your 
most obedient, humble servant, TouueAN TRUMBULL: 


To the Honourable President Wancock, 


Ata Gonoral Assembly of the Governour and Company 
of tho Wnglish Colony of Connecticut, in America, holden 
at Now-Ilaven, lxy special ordor of the Governour, on the 
Jdth day of December, A. D. L776: 

Resolved by this Assembly, That his Honour the Go- 
vernaur bo, and ho is hereby desired forthwith to make ap- 
plication to tho honourable Continental Congress for the 
sum of sixty (housand Pounds, or such part thereof as can, 
at prosont, bo obtained for the supply of the treasury of 
thig Colony ; and that his Lonour take the necessary steps 
to receive and lodge tho samo with tho ‘Treasurer of the 
Colony, with all convenient despatch. 

A true copy of record, examined by 

Guorer Wyuuys, Sec’y. 
* 


4 Ea . 
THOMAS GNHENOUGIT To MEISNS. DEANE, ADAMS, AND 
WYTHE, 


Now-Havon, Docombor 22, 1775, 


Guwrsnman: Twas an jnbabitant of Boston, and by tho 
oppressive measures exercised there, was obliged to leave 
my pleasant habitation with all my furniture, (excepting 
my plato and ono bed,) and came here for refuge, and 
since being haro, have been informed that the Provincial 
burnt all tho houses, storos, and barns on Noddle-Jstand, 
and seeing an advertisement in the newspapers that per- 
sons who sustained any losses were dasired to send to you, 
gentlemen, tho particulars, with the valuation, I having hud 
tho more immediato cave of said island, many years be~ 
foro it camo into ourpossession, therefore am more know- 
ing as to the buildings and their value than my brethren ; 
accordingly I have enclosed an estimate of what I think 
and believe to be as just a one as any person can give of 
the promises. All the stock, household furniture, &o., 
belonging unto the tenant, Mr, Henry Howell Willians, 
+ «e+ said island ona Iease,) who I suppose has, or 
will send you. . . «* thereof, You may inquire of 
my character, if you please, of the Honourable John Han- 
cock, Thomas Cushing, and Samyel Adams, Esquires. 

Lam, gentlemen, your obedient, humble servant, 

‘Tyromas GreenouaH. | 
To Messrs. Deane, Wythe, and Adams, a Committee of 
tho Congress, in Philadelphia. 


Now-Haven, Dooember 20, 1775, 


An account of the loss we sustained in June last, viz: 
On Noddle-Island, burnt by the Provincials, the 

large mansion-house, cost about nine hundred - 

pounds sterling, about twenty years old, - -£750 


[* Original manuseript torn.) 
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One large barn, for which I paid about, - - - 180 
One barn, cost about one hundred pounds, about 
twenty-five yeats old, new shingled, oalc sills, 


allgood, - - - - - - - - ~ + = 65 
One large warchouse or store, cost about two 

hundred pounds sterling, chambers celled, - 150 
Three fiame houses, one story, gambrel roof, 

with lutheran lights, cost about three hundred 

pounds, - - - = = » « - - + = 285 
Three large barns, one for each house, will cost 

about three hundred pounds, - - - - - 200 





The whole value, sterling, - - - - £1,520 








Bosides fences, coin-houses, &., one year’s rent, one 
hundred and thirty pounds sterling. The island contains 
about seven hundred acres. Every atticle to build with 
must be boated over, being an island. 

Gentlemen, I believe the above valuation is about the 
trath, Ihave talked with the tenant, Mr. Llenry Howell 
Williams, and he says it will cost two thousand pounds 
sterling to replace the buildings, &c., on the island. ‘The 
above was owned by Doctor Charles Chauncy, William 
Lystop, and your very humble servant, 

Tuomas Grevyoven. 


Connecticut, ss. New-Haven, in the County of New- 
Haven, on the twenty-lirst day of December, A.D. 1776: 
Personally appeared Mr. Thomas Greenough, late of 
Boston, now resident in said New-Zlaven, and made oath 
to tho truth of the within estimate. Before me, 
Jonn Wurrine, Justice of Peace, 
For the County of New-Haven. 


QUNERAL WASHINGTON ‘TO GOVERNOUR COOKE, 
Cambridge, Decamber 20, 1775, 

Sm: The letter accompanying this was written before 
your favour of the 19th, per express, came to hand. Un- 
der my present instructions, and in my present situation, 
T could not justify the sending a regiment from these lines 
to you, unless there was an apparent design of landing a 
body of Ministerial oops on Rhode-Island. At present, 
I do not think this is to be apprehended, as a deserter out 
of Boston, since my last, is particular in declaring that only 
four companies, amounting to little more than four hundred 
men, embarked, as was said, for Walifew; ogrecing with 
others that invalids, and the officers of the Eighteenth and 
Fifty-Ninth Regiments, who are going home to recruit, had 
sailed for England, 

The intention of my last, containing the information as 
it was received, was only designed to put you upon your 
guard, not that I expected a visit was intended you. Jf 
any small body of troops move from hence southerly 1 
have no expectation of their stopping short of Virginia, 
unless it should be on a pillaging party. To conclude, sir, 
when I inform you that I have been obliged to call in fiye 
thousand militia to supply the deficioncy of the Connecticut 
regiments and those absent upon furlough, you will do me 
the justice to believe that not a want of inolination but of 
ability, prevents me from complying with your request; 
unless, as is before observed, I had some obvious reasons 
to believe the visit of more men than we are well assured 
are embarked, was intended for your Government. 

Tam, with very great esteem and regard, sir, &e., 

GroroE Wasninaron 4 
ad 


To Governour Cooke, Rhode-Island. ‘ 


GENERAL WASHINGTON’S SECRETARY TO COLONEL BALD- 
WIN. 

Cambridge, Docombor 20, 1775. 
Sm: [ am commanded by his Excellency to inform you 
that from the letter and proceedings of the Committee at 
Point-Shirley, respecting Mr, IViber, he stands in a sus- 
picious and unfriendly light. However, as he does not 
wish to put any one under iigorous confinement who 
does not deserve it, you and the Committee may consult 
together, and if it shall appear that he is a friend and can 
be trusted, you may permit his return to bring his family 

and others. 


To Colonel Leammi Baldwin, Chelsea. 
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WILLIAM BARTLETY TO GENERSL WASHINGTON, 
Bovorly, Dooombor 20, 1775. 


Sta: I hereby acknowledge tho receipt of yours, per 
Colonel Glover, together with tha tivo thousnnd dollars ; 
also sundry lotters since, concerning giving to the prisoners 
their private property ; which orders, your lxacllency may 
depend on, shall be punctually obeyed, with pleasure, for 
it always has been vory disagreeable to me that any thing 
should bo taken from them, and have done my utmost to 
prevent it; but it has been impracticable; which T hopo 
your Excellency has heard, from different hands, to your 
gatisfaction, Also your order with regard to the corn and 
onts on board the sloop Betsy, together with Thomas Mis 
flin, Esquire’s, order for the same. Colonel Glover has 
since avtived here; who informs me that Mr, Miglin will 
not give so much as the cargo will sell for havo; and that 
your Excellency is willing I should dispose of it at this 
place. J shall thereforo wait your Hxcellency’s orders. 

T have unloaded the brigantine Jlannah, and stowed her 
cargo at Salem bridge, The conls out of the Concord go 
off very slow, on account of the price of teams, ‘The butter 
taken out of her would soll exceeding wall heva, if your 
Bxcellency would think propor to give mo orders to dispose 
of it. ‘Tho porter on board the ship Jenny is of an inferior 
quality. I desire your excellency’s orders concorning it. 

Am In haste, with the greatest respect, your Excellency’s 
most obedient humblo servant, 

Wits Barrurre, 
To Mis Excellency Genosal Mashington, 


GENERAL OREENE TO JACOR UREENE. 
Prospoot-IKill, Dooembor 20, 1775, 


Wallace, ¥ hear, continues a thorn in your site ; burning 
and dostroying wherever ho can got an opportunity. It is 
to me a most astonishing thing that the Committee of New- 
port ave desirous of nourishing such a sorpent in the bosom 
of the country. If his depredations wero to cease in all 
parts of the country, thera might be some small reason for 
Tsering to his propositions. But, for him to obtain his 
supplies, and grant an indemnity only to the town of New- 

ort, is sacrificing tho rest of the Province to the benefit of 
That town only; for he will be continually committing pira- 
cies upon all the islands and shores that he can get footing 
upon, [think Afadlace’s conduct has been such, from tho 
insults and abuses he has offered to Government, that it is 
highly dishonourable to have any further intercourse or com 
morce with him. Besides, these saparate treaties weaken 
the chain of conncation and injuro the goneral interests of 
tho Continent, Wo must oxpect to make partial suerifices 
for the publick good. I love the Colony of Rhode-Dland, 
and have aver had a vory great aflection for the town of 
Newport; but 1 am not so aitachod to cither as to be will- 
ing to injate the common cause for their particular benefit. 
Te is a very groat unhappiness that such a division of son~ 
timont in political matters prevails in the Colony; it dis- 
traots her councils and weakens her oxertions, ‘Lhe Com- 
mittee in tho town of Newport, you say, scom inclinod to 
counteract the provailing sontimont in the Governmont. It 
. is astonishing that ancient projudices and selfish motives 
should prevail, at a time when every thing that is donr and 
Valuablo is at stake. I hear some of the inhabitants of Netw- 
port aye very jonlous of the views of tho town of Provi- 
dence ; fearing that the latter has in view the dostruction of 
_ Newport, for their own private advantage. I cannot har- 
bour,a thought so derogatory to the patriotism of the pao- 
ple of Newport, as to supposo that such a fear can have 
Any real existence. Can the inhabitants of Newport sup- 
pose, that the Logislatura of tho Colony acts upon sucl: 
absurd principles as to make a sacrifice of ono town for the 
benefit of another? 
orge the Third's last speech has shut tho door of hopo 
for technoiliailon between tho Colonies and Geat Briain, 
‘There aro grant preparations going on in England, to pro- 
seouto tho War in the spring. Wo have no ronson to doubt 
the King’s intentions. Wo must submit unconditionally, 
or defend ourselves, The oalamitios of war aro very dis- 
tressing, but slavery is dreadful, I haya no reason to doubt 
the success of the Colonies, when I consider their union, 
strength, and resources. But we must expect to feel the 
common calamities which attend even a succossful war. 
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We are now driven to tho necessity of making a declara- 
tion of independence, Wo can no longer preserve our 
freedom and continuo tho cognoction with her. With safety 
we can appeal to Heaven for the necessity, propriety, and 
rectitude of such a measure, 

I flatter myself the King’s speech will induee the Con- 
gress to raise one large Continental army proportionable to 
the extent of our undertaking ; to be under ono command, 
and by him directed to the seeurity and preservation of the 
several united Governments, ‘This will unite and cement 
the whole strength of the several Colonies. If this method 
is not adopted, some Governmonts, from their natural situa- 
tion, will be subject to fourfold the expense of others, for 
their own particular seeurity, As wo have one common 
intorost in the opposition, and it is merely accidental and 
uncertain where the enemy may exert their greatest force, 
I think tho Continent ought to provide for the seeurity of 
ovory Colony. * 

Letters wero received this day fiom Goneral Montgomery, 
near Quedeck, Efe says he expects to be master of the 
place ina very litle time. Ue has powder and all kinds 
of military stores to facilitate tho reduction. Ho and his 
troops are in good health, and ho speaks vary highly of 
Colonel Arisa ane his party, Many ofticers, and a large 
number of the privates, belong to our Governmont, 

‘Lhe regiments fill up vory slowly here, It is renlly dis« 
cournging, TU fear the advantages proposed from so largo 
an armament ag our establishment was to consist off will 
be defeated by tho length of timo it takes to Ml tho army. 
Howover, I still hope for better things, and pray God my 
expeotations may not bo defeated, — If tho Congross had 
given a largo bounty, and engaged tho soldiery during tho 
war, the Continent would bo much sucurer, and tho mea- 
suvos choaper in the ond, ‘Iho wisost may sometimes err, 
To profit rightly by past evils is the only right uso that 
can ha mada of formar misfortunes, Gad grant that our 
futuro measures may be so tukon ns to ronder our success 
equal to our wishes. 


meen 


BXTNACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN VIRGINIA, 
DATED LONDON, DECEMBER 21, 1775, 

T have always boen of opinion that our connection with 
this country ought not to bo dissolved. Tt made me happy 
to seo, by tho proceedings of the General Congrosa, that it 
was their sontiment; but the bill which bas now passed 
both Houses of Parliament, and wall, int fow days, receive 
tho Royal assent, has, hy treating the Colonios as enemies, 
pot an end to that quostion. ‘I'hey cannot ba enemies and 
subjects at the same time, ‘ho moment that bill passes, 
it puts tho two countrios asunder, Tt is bettor so unnatural 
& monsure should move from those Ministers who have been 
the causo of all tho onlumitios wo lamont. 

America has nothing now to do but to provide for herself, 
Tho hostilities tho samo Ministers aro moditating ‘against 
her, you know, U conceive, will bo as ineffectual ag they 
are unwiso, If tho Ministry can colloct twonty thousand 
mon, for the next enmpaign, they will perform wonders, 
Tf they sueceed with that number, it will be still more mira 
culous, If they do not succeed, thay will not be able to 
allempt another canpuign. * 

During tho whole of Inst summer they have offered as 
high premiums as in tho utmost oxigency of tho last war, 
and without the least success, The few boys they obtained 
wore a ridicule upon recruiting, Jt is certain Ftussia will 
not furnish them the assistance they solicited ; not the Irish 
Roman Catholicks be tempted into the service. » 

« Without a miracle, grea, they have no chance of ever 
secing such an army as that which hae found such difficulty 
in aoquiring « single hillin America, Under such difficul- 
ties, and with such an army, they are to contend agninst a 
qumerous American arpy, trained in one campaign of un« 
common activity and vigilance, and ngainst the whole Con- 
tinent in arms, and actuated by every motive that can make 
the timorous terrible, and the brave irresistible. Besides 
this, tho sceno of war must be in a country impracticable 
to those who do not know it, and abounding with such ad- 
vantages to the natives, that, with common pindence, it is 
impossible for an enemy to advance fifty miles, It is un- . 
necessary to enumerate the thousand other obvious and in- 
superable difficulties they must encounter. What I have 
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alvendyvmentioned is cnough to brand their measures with 
madness, Iu my opinion the mischief of them will be felt 
here within half a year, so 98 to produce the most danger- 
ous internal commotions. An attack from Zvanee, too, is 
exceedingly probable. Tt is certain that hor interposition, 
by the menns of Sweden, prevented the Russian avxiliarios, 

The ostensiblo reason, on the part of Russia, was, that 
there was uo cartel settled betwoun Great Britain and 
America, The want of this will certainly make every 
power reluctant in lending thoir troops; especially for a 
servico so distant and desperate. So that L think there is 
not tho least probability of their obtaining forcign waops, 
now ot horealter. Upon this view of thiugs, you will think, 
with mo, that our countrymen have the game in thelr own 
hands. I trust they will play itso as to ostablish the dignity 
and renown of the American name, and tho constitutional 
libertics of America, upon an iminortal basis, The address- 
3 which wera moved by the Miniswy, against the advice 
of Lord Mansfield, have decided the popular opinion to bo 
against the measures, With the immenso influence of a Go- 
vornmont that has more than fifty thousand places and pen- 
sions in its disposal, with all Scotland at its heels, and all 
the Jacobites and Tories, supporting it as the old cause, 
they have not been able to ourol a tenth part of the nation 
in tho list of addrasses. In London, Middlesex, South- 
wark, Coventry, Leods, Newcastle, Bristol, Bradford, 
Berkshire, ov whorever it has come ton decided quostion, 
the petitioners have out-numbered tho addressars. In this 
situation, thoy trast to tho chaptor of accidents; thoy hope 
that some dissension in America will give them an oppor- 
tunity of oxerting tho influence of Sor, whieh the: 
find go essantinl at Westminster. Tor Bude’s pupil bids 
thom go on, and thay do it moro willingly, becnuse, hy 
furnishing a pretence for inorensing taxes, it augmonts the 

*monns of plundor, and they hold themselves secure at lonst 
of his protection, ‘They will, bowover, be fortunate if they 
oscape the effects of a trouchery that bas hitherto known 
no exceptions. Suc is the sum of aur political situation, 
than which nothing can bo more desperate, 

The publick boging to conccive that these measures will 
sover dimerica forevor from this country. ‘Pho Ministry 
are 80 conscious of it, that they have hired Donn Zelcer 
to soften the business, by persuading the pene that it will 
bo no loss. A. pirationl war they think thoy can maintain 
with decided advautaga, from tho supotiority of their navy ; 
and oven in this £ bolieve they aro governed moro by the 
hopes of plunder: thaa of conquest, Upon this principle 
Lond North's last bill is founded, to rondor all American 
praperty and vessels confiscata and prizo, Spain tried ox. 
actly tho same oxperiment with tho Dutch ; and it endod 
then, as I hope it will now, in the prosperity and indepan- 
(lency of the commerce of the Statos. Upon the whol, 

think wo may bo satisfied that neither the avil spirit of 
Lord Buée and his pupil, nov the machinations of their 
Ministers, will over provail against the unanimity and spirit 
of our countrymen. ; 

Tho piratioal war they aro planning must operate against 
thom, exactly in proportion as their commerce oxceeds that 
of dincriea, Thoir dill authorizes, and must necessarily 
produce, retaliation. ‘They have much at stake upon tho 
seas, and <mertca little. ‘The consoquence is inevitable, 
In this line, therefore, they aro as little likely to succeed, 
or persevere, Happily for tho rights of mankind, oxpe- 
ricnea does nat van them wisdom, and the weakness of 
their heads defoats tho wickedness of their hearts, Ay 
little do 1 conceive will they succeed in corrupting of the 
Congress, and dividing the Colonies. A people who have 
evory thing at stake will be too watchful. A Congress-s0 
highly trusted, and so conspicuous, will be too wise and too 
virtuous to be seduced. Whey b think of the nen who 
ure this attompting to reduce near threo millions of brave, 
wise, united freemen, to the most abject slavery, tho many 
with which thoy aro to accomplish il, the distance, tho dis- 
advantages ‘under which they are to act, I do not know in 
what words to express my contempt, * But knowing too, 
ag 1 do, that France will certainly interforc, 1 am much 
more inclined to think that they will reduce Great Britain 
under the dominion of Zrance, than America undey that of 
Great Britain, {t is, indeed, highly probable that the 
ultimate object of Lord Bute, Lord Mansfield, and the 
Scorch, who ure the sole and secret movers of all these 


Fourrn Sentes.—-Vou, rv. 
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mengures, js to restore the expelled race, and what Dr. 
Johnson, in the definition of a tory, calls the ancient con- 
stitution in Church and State. Once more 1 wish you 
happy ; and, cut off as we shall ho from all accidental com~ 
munication, 1 shall rest satisfied (hat the union, firmness, 
and spirit of our countrymen, will proscrve owt liberties 
against all invaders, 


pee 


HENRY WISNER TO 1, TOWNE, 
Philadolphia, Docombor 21, 1775, 

Having for many months been sensibly affected with the 
great disadvantage the Colonics labour under for want of 
ammunition, E thought it my duty to apply myself to tho 
attainment of those necessary arts of making saltpetre and 
pieenlees and having for exccoded my oxpectations in 

oth manufactures, 1 think myself still further obliged to 
communicate the so much needed knowledge to my cou- 
Wy at large, My first trial was on saltpetre, tivo pounds 
ot which my son has extracted from about six bushels of 
stable dirt, perfectly fit for making gunpowder, This was 
done by tho method af Doctor Young and Mr, Rubsaman, 
lately published by the former, for which, and many other 
usolul informations, 1 tako this opportunity to return those 
gentlemen my publick thanks, 

Thavo lately erocted a powdor-mill in tho south end of 
Ulster County, iv the Colony of New- Yorz, at which [ 
havo mado as good powder as I ever have seen, and will 
bear tho inspection of good judges, in tho following man- 
ners Gunpowder is com scat of nothing more than the 
four plain simple articles, aipetr, brimstone, charcoal, and 
water, ‘Tho three fist of which ave to bo made as fino as 
poses so as to he silted through a gauze sieve, or fine 

holt, as fino as for common flour. But it being difficult 
to mako the altpele all fine, those parts that will not be 
casily got through tho sieve, must be dissolved in soft warm 
water, then lot the sulphur, saltpetre, and chareoal, ba 
each soparately weighed. ‘Take of tho saltpetro an hun 
dred weight, of the sulphur Geen pounds, and charcoal 
cightoan pounds, and in that proportion for any greater or 
smaller quantity. ‘T'his being done, mix thons all well to- 

other in some large vessel, such as a potash or any other 

ettle, and when well mixed, inoiston the whole with the 
aforosnid nitrous water till it is as moist ns dough for mnking 
bread, ‘Then put an equal quantity in each mortar, ant 
pound it well for at Ioast twenty hours; and if the mill 
runs slowly, lot it run twenty-four hours; and as the paste, 
by pounding, will naturally grow dey, it must be kept maist 
by putting in a Tittle of said water, and when pounded 
sufligiontly take it out of the mortar, and put it in some 
tub or any other proper vessel. Ag to the graining, it must 
bo done in the bilewing manner, viz: havo a box made 
about five foot square, tho sides eighteen inches deap, tho 
hottom tight, and top entirely open; fix across the box 
two rods ov laths near the middls, about fouy inches below 
tho top, and about ten inches apart, then have six sieves 
niade of swooden splits in the same manner as a wheat rid+ 
dlo, but much finer, the coarsest should bo about ns fing as 
a cockle sieve, or a little finer, and so each sieve to norense 
in fineness till the last is as fine as possible; 1 believe it 
were best to, mako tho two coarsest of wire. Thon take 
about a quart of the paste, put it into the conrsest sieve, 
stt the sioves on the two rods that are fixed across the 
box, then work the sievo with a circular motion, which 
will pross the paste through the sieve in large and un- 
shapely grains ; and when a considerable quantity is passed 
through, then sift it over again in the next coarsest sieve, 
and so till tho grains ave fine cnough ; tho last sieve must 
he so fine that whatever passos through it will be too fina 
for powder, and is 10 be worked over the noxt batch, As 
the paste will naturally roll together in large round balls, 
when worked in the sieve, a board must bo made venr as 
large in circumference a3 a common pewter plate, and 
about one inch thick, on the centre, declining to the edge, 
of some hard wood turned in a lathe, and made ag smooth 
as possible. ‘I'his board must be put into the sieve among 
the paste, which brenks the lumps in pieces, and forces.the 
paste through tho sieve. ote 

When the powder is well grained in the manner direct 
ed, it must be rolled in o barrel, the inside of which is to 
be made as smooth as conveniently may,be, with a small 
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door cut in one side capable of being shut tight, and the 
Warrel to be fixed so as to bo turned by the shaft of the 
mill, Put in a few pounds at a timo, and let it be rolled 
as above, which will make the powder smooth ; then sift it 
jn the Gnest sieve, till the fine parts that work off in the 
barrel pass through the sieve, which is to be returned again 
into the mortars. The powder must be put in flat trays or 
dishes, and set by to dry cither in a small room kept warm 
with a large stove, or, if the weather be dry, in the shining 
of the sun. 

I, therefore, most heartily recommend to the good peo- 
ple of this Continent to enter into these necessary busi- 
nesses with spirit, being well assured that a greater quan- 
tity may, with ease, be made than will be needed for our 
consumption, even admitting the times to be worse than 
the threats of the British Administration would lead us to 
expect. , 

Any person inclining to build a powder-mill will be shown 
a plan, with divections for the construction of all its parts 
and utensils, by applying to their very humble servant, 

Henny Wisner, 


LANCASTER (PENNSYLYANIA) COMMITTEE TO THE PRESI- 
DENT OF CONGRESS, 
[Road Decomber 27, 1775.) 
Lancaster, Decembor 21, 1775, 

Stra: The Committee of Correspondence of this Coun- 
ty have received your letter of the 18th instant, enclosing 
certain resolutions of the honourable Congress, respecting 
tho disposition of the officors and privates, who are prison- 
ers here, 

We heg leave to mention to you, that in consequence of 
the directions transmitted to us, tho officers met us this 
morning, and having perused your resalye, requesting some 
time to determine on their respective places of residence, 
this indulgence we thought ourselyes hound to grant upon 
their entreaty, We have taken their parole for the prosent, 
and now enclose the sumo to you, 

They complain greatly of a sopnration from their sol- 
diers, as a broach of General Schuyler’s solemn engage- 
ment, and that they cannot remove from hence until their 
baggage, with tha men’s clothing, and tha pay of the troops, 
come up, They say that justice cannot be done to the 
privates, with a a to their pay in arrear, unless the 
oflicers are upon the spot to make the propor settlements. 
The soldiers also express great uneasiness about their cloth- 
ing and pay, if their officers are removed from them, Of 
thesa tnatters we conceive it our duty not to judgo, but 
strictly to conform to your orders. ‘Tho want of warm 
clothing for the soldiers (of which they are in groat need) 
ig still ona of the objects of their complaint, but on this 
hend we referred them to Major Preston. The gentlomen 
of the Soventh Regiment tell us, they have reason to be- 
lieve that the Major is to furnish clothing for the Twonty- 
Sixth Regiment alone. 

The letter wo had the favour of receiving from Mossrs, 
Lynch and Lewis informed us, that Mr. David Franks 
had engaged to supply the troops with provisions, Wo 
are ata loss to know to what fund our barrackmaster must 
apply for the payment of the articles of wood, candles, 
bedding, and blankets, and the implements of the cooking, 
absolutely necessary for the prisoners here. 

We request your directions, whether in case any of the 
officers should incline to draw bills for any money neces- 
sary for their accommodation and subsistence, the inha- 
bitants shall be at liberty to advance their cash, and take 
their bills; or whether this shall be considered as an in- 
fraction of the former resolution of Congress. The offi- 
cers" have requested to be informed by us, whether any 

rovision is to be made for their future subsistence. We 
fook up to you for an answer, 

The general outlines of ihe duties of our department 
being made known unto us, we shall endeavour to con- 
form minutely to them, In such matters, wherein ciroum- 
stances may maka it necessary to exercise our own judg- 
ment, we hoped in no instance to deviate essentially from 
ihe system of the honourable Congress, 

By order of the Committee: 

Evwary Surpery, Chairman. 


‘To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq, 


, 
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DISAFVECTED PERSONS IN QUERN’S COUNTY, NEWYORK. 

In Provincial Congross, Now-York, 
e Decomber 21, 1775. ; 

Whereas on the 13th instant, on information that a num- 
ber of disaffected persons in Queen’s County, had been 
supplied with Arms and Ammunition fiom on board the 
Asia ship-of-war, and had been arraying themselves in 
military manner, to oppose the measures taking by the 
United Colonies for the dofenco of their just rights and 
privileges, and thrown out many threatening expressions 
against sundry persons residing in that and tho neighbour- 
ing Counties, 

Jt was resolved by this Congress as their opinion, That 
such conduct is inimical to the common cause of the Uni- 
ted Colonies, and ought not by any means to be suffered ; 
but that measures should be immediately taken to put a 
stop to it. 

And it was therefore ordered, That, tho inhabitants of 
tho said County should appear by a Committee beforo this 
Congress, on ednesday then next, at ten o’clock in tho 
morning, to give satisfaction in the premises; with which 
order the said inhabitants of Queen’s County bave not 
complied. And whereas the persons above-mentioned and 
their adherents have opposed the clection of Reprosonta- 
tives for thut County in this Congress, on a poll opened 
for that purpose, whereby that County remains unrepre- 
sentod jn this Congress: And whereas a prevailing party 
prevented the election of Delegates for the County of 
Richmond, at a Into poll thera opened for that purpose 3 
by menns whereof the said County is not representod 
in this Congrosss; And whereas the ‘poll list for Queen’s 
County bas been returned to this Congrass, whereby tho 
persons apposing such represontation as aforesaid, and ap= 
poaring to this Congress to be inimical to the interest of 
the United Colonies, may be ascertained : “ 

Resolved, first, That such inimical persons ag aforesaid 
have been guilty of a breach of tho Goneral Association, 
and of an open contompt of the authority of this Congross, 
as effectually representing the majorityfl the inhabitants 
of this Colony. 

Resolved, secondly, That the inhabitants of the Count 
of Richmond, by neglecting to elect Representatives in this 
Congress, have been guilty of a breach of the General 
Association. 

Resolved, thirdly, That the Committee of the said 
County of Richmond, do and shall, within fifteon days 
after the publication hercof, return ¢o this Congress, ar the 
Commitco of Safety, a list of the names of those who 
oppose a representation of the said County in this Con- 
gress, to the ond that the delinquents against tho common 
cause in that County may ho ascertained, and that in do~ 
fault thereof the wholo County of Richmond be deemed 
dolinquent. 

Resolved, fourthly, That the said dolinquents, in the 
said Countios respectively, and each and every of them, 
be and hereby are ontiroly put out of the protection of this 
Congress. 

Resolved, fifthly, That all friendly and commercial in- 
tercourso between tho said persons so put respectively out 
of the protection of this Congress, and tho other inhabi- 
tants of this Colony, onght to be, and the same, os far as 
can be effected by the recommendation of this Congress, 
hereby is and shalt continue to be totally interdicted, until 
further orders of this Congress, or the Committee of Pub- 
lick Safety. 

And to the end that no persgns may plead ignorance 
of the aforesaid Resolves and this Order, 

*ft ts ordered, That thersame, together with a list of such 
delinquonts as aforesaid, in each of the said Countias re- 
spectively, be, without delay, printed and dispersed in 
handbills, and inserted in all tho newspapers of this Co- 
lowy. . 

A true copy from the minutes : 

Ronrnr Benson, Secretary, 


List of the ok Se in Quren’s County, mentioned in 
the foregoing Resolutions of the Provincial Congress 
of New-York : 
Powell Amberman, 
Daniel Allan, 
Robert Allon, 
Androw Allon, 


Elias Allon, Oyster-tay, John Abrams, 
John Allen, Samuol Abrams, 
Barack Allen, Jonas Abrams, 
Honry Abrama, Charlos Abrams, 
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Honry yhbrams, 
Wiliun Abrams, 
Danio) Abrams, 
Tanag Amborman, 
Paniol Albortaon, 
Josoph Abrams, 
John Amborman, 
Elbot Advianeo, 
Jacob Advianoa, 
Dr. Charlos Ardin, 
Yan Goort Brunt, 
Arlo Boorum, 
Shomne Ballon, 
Anion Buitig, 
Miohaol Bullor, 
Jossph Boraloy, 
Jaoob Hotlal, 
Donjamin Boda, 
Thomas Birdadall, 
Bonjamin Burtis, 
Daniel Brinckerhol, 
Stophon Baldwin, 
William Burtis, 
David Battino, 
June Birdsall, 
Samuol Birdsnll, 
Oliver Birdsall, 
Jonoph Borlul, 9d, 
Jonathan Bedul, 
Polor Bond, 
Milvanuy Bodal, Eaqy 
Pijah Baten, 
Josoph Hirdaalt, 
Tonry Juldon, 
Cornelius Vogurt, 
Riohurd Brower, 
Jonathan Baldwin, 
ania Voryiny 
Touoph Barall, 
Jeromluh Bedoll, 
Pator Bond, 
David Nedell, 
foxlua Birdsall, 
John Bonnet, 
Cornoline Bennot, 
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Sumuol Carman, 3d, Willinm Golder, 


‘Willa Cock, 


Sonathan Gorham, 


William Cornell, $d, Jolin Golden, 


BonjamiryCarman, 


Obadiah Hinchman, 


Onpt. Samucl Cannon, Bonjamin Haviland, 


Jolinnuia Cushow, 
"Tunis Coyort, Jr. 
Lovi Cook, 
Warvoy Colvoll, 
"Thomas Cornell, 
Robort Coleg, 
William Covort, 
Gabriot Cott, 

Watt Coveit, 
‘Thomas Cock, 
Daniol Cock, 
‘Younis Covoit, 
Nicholas Cott, Jr, 
Shomas Clowas, 
David Cotdon, Keq,, 
Wohitohout Cornell, 
‘Limothy Clowes, 
Moxos Cornolius, 
William Coomea, 
Joxoph Dunbar, 
John Duiloy, 
Douwe Ditmare, 
Josuph Dunbar, dry 
Ponjamin Daronon, 
John Duryoo, 
Joroph Dodgo, 
Tauas Danton, 
‘Shomna During, 
Jolm Domott, 
Daytd Domott, 
Ctubilol Doxy, 
Miohnol Yonott, 
Bolomon Dooy, 
Anthony Dont, 
Sumuol Donton, 
Miohno) Dumott, 
Sugobus Pomotl, 
Bonjamin Durlin, 
Joxoph Darlin, 
Bumual Doty, 


‘Tounis BrinokorhooM, Churloa Doughty, 


Barnobar Bloom, 
Riohard Horgaw, 
Jako Borgen, 
Jacob Bond, 
Hllae Bartels, 


Tanne Donton, 
"Thomas Durlln, 
Abraham Domott, 
Tauao Donton, Tr, 
Taninh Doughty, 


Silvanus Bodoll, equ John Durling, 


Joln Browor, 
Potor Durgaw, 
Dr, David Broola, 
Barrlek Horyon, 
‘Himothy Badal}, 


Samuel Durling, 
Bon}. Darling, Jr, 
Towit Duyonport, 
Goorga Duryo, 
Fetiag Durlin, Je, 


Goorgo Hrinckorhool, I’ranala Davenport, 
Elbvort Brinckorhoofl, Robort Doughty, 


Qupt. Rishard Botts, 
Joma Burtla, Jr, 
‘Williom Burna, 


Danigt Vurlin, 
RulollDaryo, 
Gpory o'Doughty, 


Abr. Delnokorhoof, Jr. Pooh Donn, 


Aator Burtin, 
Jamow Baldony» 
Goorgo Baldon, 
Abralinn Baldon, 
Jaooh Vodoll, 
Abijah Bodell, 
Sumoa Durkin, 

Soha Millay Barts, 
Michnol Burne, 
Jonathan Comotins, 
Pmothy Cornwell, 
‘funin Covorl, Tunes 
Pann J, Cool, 
‘Whomaa Cornol, 
qoesph Cadlo, 
Stophon Cools, 
Samuol Clovor, Haq. 
John Coal, 

Samuol Carman, 
John O, Coomos, 
James Carpuntor, 
Gorardua Glowos, 
Willinm Cornwoll, 


CGurrot Dorland, 
Samuol Dayonport, 
Boxjamin Durlin, 
Filias Darlin, 

Janno Ditmara, 
Archibald Doxe, 
James Donton, 
John Doughty, 
Qondrick Kinmona, 
Tadeo Gldoit, 

John Hlguworth, 
Jernol Vldort, 
Jumes Midort, 
Josoph Fiold, 

John Feathorby, 
William Foathoby, 


Capt. John Tewlet, 
Cornotiua Togeland, 
Jolin Iowlot, Jr, 
Javob Wicks, Jr, 
Silage Iicks, 
‘Khong Mntehings, 
Stophion Mondrickson, 
Sduniol Towlot, 
Charles Tfowlot, 
Jolin [owlot, Bsq., 
‘Thomaa Iicks, 
John Hulso, 
‘Townaond [Towlot, 
John Lughos, 
Jolin [folmos, 
John Hageman, 
‘I, Wondriekson, Sr. 
Cornolins Mart, 
Benjamin owlot, 
John Howlet, 
Benjamin Hageman, 
Josoph Wavilund, 
John Mowlot, Sun, Ne 
side, 
Juoumiah Hutchins, 
Jovoph Mowlot, 
Luwronav owlot, 
Rouben Lill, 
Duniol Wall, 
Vlowor ILulso, 
Hurman Hondriokson, 
‘Shona Tallot, 
Sinoon Lwxhuraty 
Jamon Uieks, 
Uontriok Hondriokion, 
Vantol Mondrlokaon, 
Richard Mullet, 
Tames IIullot, 
Josoph Ehatl, 
John Hah, 
Goorga TTowlot, 
Joroph (all, 
Witlinm Hall, 
Jolin Taviland, 
William Uogland, 
Archibald tlamilton, 
ants Samuol Hnllot, 
TLuko Taviland, 
Atiatin Mieke, 
John Mageman, 
Btophon Mowlot, 
Bani. Nowlot, Jr., 
Noathaniol Wigloy, 
Blophon Ilioke, 
Richard Howlot, Haq. 
Capt, Charla Hinks, 
RMhard Wowlot, 
Soin Tighy 
‘Thomua Hendrickson, 
Daniol LHowlot, Jry 
John Mnuxhurat, 
William Iowlot, 
Hei Mo, land, 
Blophon Thighy, 
Jacob iol, 
Hondriok Hagnor, 
‘Phomas Hawlot, 
ugh Hoomnes, 
Robort Jackson, 
David Tnokson, 
dolin Jackson, ft, 
Willem Johngon, 
Honry Jackson, 
Samuol Johnaon, 


Abraham Punnan, Jr, Cormoling Fuckson, 


Tlarman }lowor, 
John Flowor, 
Whitehoad Piold; 
‘Thomas I'lovt, 
Samuol Foster, 
John Moat, 


Sanwol Cornwoll, (gon Thomas Fonthorby, 


of Josaph,} 
Adam Carman, 
Blophon Gallas, 
Samual Garman, 3d, 
Stophon Clomant, 


Sumuol Voradyko, 
Abraham Furman, 
Abraham Flqyor, 
John Fowler, 
Ranjunda Fiat, 


Bainuol Mott Cornell, ‘Lhamur L'vogt, 


Nuthaslal Coombes, 
ITonoo Covort, 
Dovid Cosaibomo, 
Tunis Covort, 
Fadward Cornel, 
John Cornol, 
Stophou Carman, 
Samuol Carman, Sry 
John Carman, 

Dake Cumming, 
‘Vhomas Coombes, 
William Cornull, 
James Cornell, 
Elijah Cornoll, 
Charon Cornoll, 


Nathautol lrost, 
Polix Fowlor, 
Jolin ostor, « 
Willinm J'roat, 
Jonathan Fish, 
Fimolhy Flowor, 
Jowaph Gauller, 


Samuel Jaokeon, 
‘Yownsond Jackson, 
Potor Jonos, 
Paurmonua Jackson, 
Facob Jackson, 
Thomas Jackson, 
‘Thomns Jackson, 
Daniol Kissam, 
Josoph Kisaam, 

John Kissam, n 
Vonjamin Kisgan, 
'Yhomas Kip, 

Daniol Korby, 

Morris Lott, 

Taano Lattin, 
Nicholas Lrunborteon, 
John Lambartson, 
Matthing Lambortaon, 
Simon Lausborteon, 
Joseph Luda, 


William Goldor, = Samuol Langdon, 


Garrat Golder, 


Joseph Langilon, 


Riohard Gildorfonvo, Poarson Langdon, 
Jongthen Gilderslosye, William Langdon, 


William Gritman, 
Michael Goldor, 
Samuol Groon, 
Richard Green, 


Honry Ludlum, Jr, 
Willlam Ladlam, 

John Tinington, 
Tacob Lambortaon, 


Potor Tioson, Michnot Potttt, Jarmos Smith, Rock, 
Loffort LoMtirte, Samuel Pottit, Jolin Smith, 
Wiltam Iingdon, Philip Platt, Janne Smith, Faqs 
Jolin Lagross, John Peait, Varmon Shaw, 
Arohibatd Langdon, Rohnrd Pineo, Jaraol Serman, 
Bimon Loseo, John Person, Juraon Southard, 
Jos, Lingdon, hattar, homas Placo, Ambrosa Soaman, 
Bonjamin Foator, Urioh Platt, Samuel 'T'. Soaman, 
Dayid Ludian, How. ¥, Potora, Eaq,, Benjamin Smith, 
Gubriol G. Tndlow, —Isano Pottit, Israol Smith, Rock, 
James Langdon, Jacobus Riker, Flijah Smith, 

Monry Eudlam, Stophan Rapiljo, Johannes Soott, 
‘Sico Lana, Richard Robbins, William Stitos, 
Richard Langdon, — Joromus Rapiljo, Ehjoh Spragg, 
Samuol Langdon, — Christoplhor Remson, Jamos Smith, 
Nicholas Ludlam, — Rivhard Roadgs, Daniol Smith, 
‘Yhomas Ludlam, Georgo Rondon, John Sand, In, 
Jacobus Liwronco, Jounthan Rowlin, — Samuol Stringham, 


Abraham Lwwrenoo, Cornolius Rapilje, — Samuel Smith, 


Jamos Lewis, Isaac Rupiljo, Wiliam Smith, 
Gurret Lantting, Joremivh Robbing, Eling Smith, 
Obadiah Lawrenco, Cornelius Roarson, — Benjumin Stivers, 
Adam Lawrence, John Rainor, Christian Snodokor, 
Sins Lattin, Martin Rapiljo, Adrion Schonck, 

Dr. Duntol Lawronco, Abraham Rupilja, — Elijah Smith, 
Nathamoel Mills, Taanc Roniwen, Morria Simondeon, 
Samuel Mooro, Jd, Daniol Rapiljo, Abr. Simondson, 
Joshua Mills, Rom Remsen, Son, Charles Simondson, 
Taokiol Matthowa, of Jamaica, Hoy Suydam, 
Daniel Murray, Daniol Romeon, Nicholas Schonok, 
Yonry Millor, Amos Rhotos, Cornvlius Suydam, 
Adum Mott, Rlijah Rainer, Adam Soabury, 
Abraham Mannoroc, Jogoph Rainor, ‘Yhomna Stoel ford, 
Gilbort MeCown, John Rainor, Samuol Smith, 

John Matt, Qonry Rainer, John 2. Staphons, 
Cornoliue Millor, Toaoph Rainar, Thomas Smith, Oyater- 
John Matin, Joal Ruinor, bay, 

John Malntosh, Guorgo Rapiljo, Crspor Spring Stoon, 
Righard Mntthows,  Goorge Rlorson, Israol Sonly, 

Samuel Matt, Bonjumin Rainor, — Joroph Smith, 
Jninos Man, Jacob Ralnor, Imdlam Smith, 
Obadiah Mills, Haekiol Rainor, John Schanok, 
Samual Mona, Tsracl Todgors, Nohominh 8 ummona, 
‘Thomas Morrol, John Rushmoro, Jacoh Siringhnm, 
Jolin Moora, de. Jolin Romeon, Jonathon Sinith, 
John Moore, 8a, — Carmar Rushmore, — Tohn Snodolcor, Jr, 
Jolin Marvin, Miohnol Rodgers, — John Shout, Newtown, 
Jacob Mott, William Rushmore, Jonathan Soaring, 
Richard Mott, Rom IE, Remon, Stophen Smith, 
Nuthuniol Moore, Anthony TL, Roados, ‘homage Soaman, 
John Mitehel, Amos Rainey, Johu Simondaon, 
Jackson Mott, Stephon Robbing, — Sohn Sprag, 

Onlob Morrill, Martin Rierson, John Re Smith, 
Jolin Mott, Teano Rilnor, John Southard, 
Mopo Milly, Petar Riorson, John Suydham, 
John Moyril, Auris Romaon, Tunnc Sounon, 
Wittam Miller, Jooub Rinshart, J, Sloakor, Cow-neck, 
William Monfort, — ‘Nimothy Roadys, Joh R, Smith, gon of 
Cornolius Monfort, Jolin X. Romeon, Sunuol, 

Rlohurd Muson, Janox Robbing, Nicholas ‘Townsond, 
Tlondriok Mungoo, — Goorge Rupitjo, Potor Titus, Irs 


Rishard MoCoun, = Abraham Romaon, — John Townaand, 
Luko Noysteant, Cornolins Repti, Danio! Thoraton, 
Abraham Noratrant, Christophor Romson, John 1, owneund, 
Qarrot Noratrant, — Chailos Romeon, Richard 'Townaont, 
Garrot O, Norstrant, John Sinith, op's, ‘Thomas Trodwall, 
Daniol Norstrant, — Joahun Snodiokor, John Tits, 

John Norstrant, William Soroge, Richard Townsond, Irs 
Frod, Novstrant, Jr, 8. Smith, Rockaway, Riohard Vitus, 


Garrot Norstrant, Jonathan Smith, Potor ‘Thomas, 

Daniol Noratrant, Rook Smith, Nanwe' Josoph horno, 

Potor Noratrant, Rock, Philp Thorne, 

Jacob Norstrant, Monry Shaw, Willinn ‘Tillot, 
Fredoriok Noratrant, Annantas Southard, Abrohum owneond, 
Poter Novatrant, Robert Sutton, idmund ‘Litua, 
Joxoph Oldfield, ‘Thomas Seaman, ‘Timothy ‘itug, 

John Onkloy, ERiward Spragg, Bonj. ‘Troadwell, Jr, 
John Grovn Oak, Baront Snodickor, — John Townaond, Esq, 
John Polhanus, Richard Smith, William Thotford, 
William Pottit, Solomon Scuman, — Banj. T'roadivell, 
JIncob Potorson, Zobulon Seaman, Tolm Tofly, 

Bonjamnin Pottit, William Smith, Samuel Troadwoll, 
John Pottit, Jozoph R. Sith, — Josoph Tatton, 
Tlezokiah Pearsall, Jonathan R, Smith, Jr. Jolin ‘Tulman, 
Samuol Pottit, Elijah R. Smith, Josoph 'Townsond, 
Stsphen Powell, Amos Sith, Nathaniol ‘Townaond, 
Ponrao Poolo, Jamoy Smith, Willian Thurston, 
Jamos Placo, Joshua Smith, John ‘T'roup, 

Tamos Pottit, Jr, Zebulon R. Smith, ‘Ehomes Thorne, 
James Pine, Potor R, Noolt, John ‘Irerdwell, 
Arnos Powoll, Thomas Smith, In,  Tumos furnor, 
Jonathan Pratt, Nathan O. Skidmore, Richard ‘Tattorsall, 
Solomon Powsll, Silvanua Southard, ‘Timothy 'Townsond, 
Richnd Pine, Amos Shaw, John Thuraton, 
Tonos Pino, Obndiah Smith, Tiowlitt ‘Townsend, 
‘Williatn Poarean, Nathaniel Smith, ‘Thomas ‘lowneoud, 
Adum Pottit, Jolin Sonman, Potor Undorhill, ‘ 
‘Willinm Pattit, Charles Smalling, — Caleb Uncorhill, 
Josoph Voursull, Banjamin Suilth, Danio) Undorhill, 
Philip Patwor, Dwvid R, Salmons, Joh Undorhill, » 
Tomy Ponraon, Coinel Smith, Nichiolne Vanaralolon, 
William Pidgoon, — Joseph R. Smith, Jr, ‘Theo. Van Heck Zot 
Daniol Pine, Riohard R. Southard, Jnaab Van sigtrat, 
David Potorson, "Thomas Southard, ‘Canis Vari Cail a 
Solomon Powoll, Daniel Smith, Senmans Verity; 
Josoph Pottit, Tenne Smith, Jr, Jol Votito, 

Inoreaso Patlit, Peltiam Sands, William Valeor, 

John Potors, Richard Sniith, Gor, Yan Noratrant,, 
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John Van Norstrant, Jolin Willot, Jnmos Wators, 
Aaron Van Norstrant, Johunnia Willlamson, Honry Wamser, 
William Valontine, Vantol Whitehoad, © Michact Wookes, 
Acton Van Norstrant, Benj, Whitohoad, Thomas Wooley, 
Robert IT. Vaiontine, Jolin Williamson, = Abiwham Warner, 
Samuel Van Wyck, John Weeks, Thomns Willet, 


Obadinh Valentine, Joseph Wooke, William Wulliog, 
Jamos Verity, Goorgo O, Walts, Jacob Williams, 
Wm, Van Noratrant, Bonjumin Waters, Jabez Woodrall, 
Jacobus Valsor, Jumies Wood, John Weekos, 
Wilham Vority, Thomas Wiggins, Chniles Willot, 
Barnt Van Wyck, — Bonjumin Wiggins, Jamvs Whaloy, 


William Woyman, 
Simeon Watts, 
Tenty Wooloy, 
Witham Williams, 
John Wiggins, 


Albert Van Novatignt, Richard Wiggins, 
MartinVan Noistrant, sare Woots, 
John Vanoott, Samuel Wood, 
Gulbort Van Wyck, John Walters, 
John I, Vantoan, Bonnjah Wiggins, . 
Eldort Van Wyok, — ‘Townsond Woot, Nathaniol Woodrull; 
Thomas Van Wyck, John Watts, John Wootoy, 
Abiaham Van Wyck, Philip Woolloy, Cupt, Edinund Woekor, 
Anron Van Nortiaut, Thos. Williams, Sen., Goorge Weekes, 
Sonman Wookes, 
Tosoph Willis, 
Nathanivl Woodruil, 
‘Thoinns Younge, 
Daniol Youngs, 
Daniel Youngs, Jr. 


Nicholas Van Cott, 
John Vooihica, Guorge Wookes, 
Jonua Valontino, Hilgah Wood, 
Frcuminh Vatoutine, Pan Weokos, 

Dow Vanilyno, George O, Wockos, 
Capt. Wa. Volser, Stophon Willis, 
Daniel Velsor, 


Homy Watera, 


GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 
(Read Docomber 30, 1775 ] 
Albany, Decombor 21, 1775, 

Sir: 1 do myself the honour to enclose you a return of 
the military stores that ware at Econderoga Landing and 
Crown-Point on the 2d instant. ‘Cho cannon, moriars, 
and other stores gent for by General Washington, are hap- 
pily arrived at Fort George, from whence thoy will be 
moved to the place of their destination as soon us we are 
favoured with 9 fall of snow, and that the ice in the river 
will be strong enough to bear the heayy cannon, 

A post, which arrived here on the 18th, and who left 
Montreal on the 4th, brought me no letters, either from 
General Montgomery or General Hooster. {inquired of 
the man, who could inform me nothing of the former, but 
that he was gone towards Quebeck, ‘The frost here js so 
intense, that the river is frozen over, and I expect will be 
passable with horses in a day or two, 

A quantity of baggage belonging to the prisoners, and 
whiclwmwas embarked in a sloop, is caught in the ice, about 
five miles below this. The greatest part of it belongs to 
those who are now in Pennsylvania, and how to get it to 
them IF do not know. 

Should there be a necessity in the ensuing campaign to 
keep up a force to the eastward, equal to what thore bas 
been in this, I fear there will bo a scarcity of flour in that 
quarter, Should my apprehension bo woll founded, would 
it not be prudent to transport a quantity of flour fiom the 
eastern parts of this Colony, to the onstern sido of the 
Grown Mountains? which, though passable in winter with 
sleds, are scarcely so at any other scason of the year for any 
kind of enrringas. 

1 have not yet received any pay-rolls from the Colony 
of Connectivut, 1 fear that unless great attention is nid, 
the publick will suffer considerably by overchargos. What 
measures shall £ pursue with such officers as return ma 
false pny-rolls? ‘The time for which they were engaged is 
epee and no military punishment can be jnflicted on 
them. ‘e 

The conference with the Six Nations has had a happy 
issue ; they have delivered up the war-belt which was given 
them with much ceremony by Colonel Johnson, at Mon- 
treal. The proceedings will be transmitted to the Con- 
gress in a few days, 

The Commissary-Genoral has this momont waited upon 
me, with a letter from Mr, Lewis, containing in substance 
an order that the clothing sent here for the army in this 
department should, if not moved from Albany, bo sent to 
Cambridge. Ag I have ordered four companies to be raised 
in this quarter, of which 1 acquainted Congross some timo 
ago, and promised that they should be supplied with cloth- 
ing, 1 have ordered the Commissary-General to detain as 
much here as will be suflicient for these men; and as the 
remainder cannot be immediately sent, it is more than pro- 
bable that before it can leave this, Congress will, in con- 
eee of my last letters, countermand Mr. Lewis's 
orders. 
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Fam, sir, with much respect, your most obedient, and 


very humblo servant, Pinas Souveem, 
La MER 


To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 


[@ENERAL WASITINGTON] TU GENERAL WARD, 
Cambriige, Docombor 21, 1775, 

Sir: His Excellency has commanded me to acknow- 
lodge the receipt of your letter of this date, and to inform 
you that if the persons mentioned in My. Champion's Jet- 
ter, are enlisted to serve in tho new army, that they must 
not be permitted to go to him, but if they ave not, that you 
may grant them a discharge. 

l wrote you the 11th inst., respecting the prisoners to be 
sent to Simsbury, and enclosed a letter for the Committee 
of that placo; to theso I beg leave to refer you. In case 
you did not receive them, his Excellency desires that you 
will send them off under a proper guard?unless there should 
be any of the Connecticut troops going home, who will 
take tho charge of them to tho Committee. You will 
please certify tho Committee of the atrociousness of their 
crime, and of the court’s sentence, 

Tam, &c. 

To Major-General Ward, Roxbury. 


[@uNERAL WASHINGTON] YO GENERAL SPENCER, 
Gumbridgo, Dagombor 21, 1775, 

Sin: { am commanded by his Excellonoy to acknos- 
lodgo yours of tho 18th instant, and to inform you that he 
has no objection to Mr. Peck’s being appointed Adjutant 
to Colonel IZuntington’s regimont. 

Tam, &e. 
To Brigadior-Gonoral Spencer, Roxbury. 


EXTRACY OF A LETTER RAOLIVED IN ENGLAND, PROM AN 
OVFLOER AT BOSTON, DATED DuCENRMR 21, 1775, 

The Rebels, for some days past, have been crecting a 
battery at Phipp's Farm, which, it is said, will be soon 
opened. The new constructed mortar, taken on board the 
ordnance brig, we are told, will be mounted upon it; and 
we oxpect a warm salute fiom the shells, another part of 
that vessel’s cargo ; so that, in spite of her capture, we are 
likely to be complinented with the contents of her lading: 
for all this we will bo indebted to our worthy Admiral. 
This vigilant oflicer, instead of sonding his squadron to pro- 
tect tho store-ships and transports fiom Lngland, has, with 
the utmost prudenco, ordered the ships-of-war in this har- 
hour to bo socured with booms all round, to provent their 
being boarded and taken by the rebel whale-boats ; and for 
some time past he has neyer sent a singlo ship to cruiso off 
Cape-Ann, because the Rebels have had some cannon 
mounted upon it. No doubt the Parliament will thank him 
on his glorious return for so offectually proserving His Ma- 
jesty’s ships. In town, the General acts in quite a different 
manner ; he seems (0 think it his duty to annoy the enomy. 
When we discovered the Rebels at work on their new 
battory, another was immediately raised against them of 
twenty-four pounders and some mortars, at Barton's Point. 
From this battery we have fired upon them for some days 
incessantly, apparently with good effect, though not suffi- 
ciently to make them discontinue their work, The news 
with us is not propitious. Quebeck is taken, and General 
Carleton, and all the King’s troops under him, prisoners of 
war. You may guess the truth of all this from the person 
whé has favoured us witlf the information, Mr. George 
Erving is the man 5 ho had it from his brother-in-law, Mr, 
Bowdoin, one of the RobeleCounsellors, By this you may 
discover that the Rebols without, and the nominal friends 
of Governmont within, have a very good undorstanding 
together. This may be no news to you, though it may be 
to many in England. We know that till General Lowe 
had the command, all our former Governours and com- 
manders were gulled by Government. ‘These good friends 
were always grasping at profitable places, and we are cer- 
tain many obtained then; but still they had a warm foel- 
ing for American independency, and we have invariably 
found them, after their large salaries were fixed, taking 
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ovary lies (o convince their Rebel countrymen that 
thoy wore their best friends; I need only mention a Post- 
master-Genoral, a Surveyor-Genoral, and our Admiralty 
Judges. 

If the Rebels can complate their battery, this town will 
bo on fire about our carga few hours after; wl our build. 
ings being of wood, or a mixture of brick and woodework. 
Had tho Rebels cracted thoir battery on tho other side of 
the town, at Dorchester, tha Adutiral and all bis booms 
would have made the first blaze, and the burning of the 
town would have followed, If we cannot destroy tho 
Rebol battery by our guns, we must march out and take 
it sword in hand, 


By vue Kina.—-A Procramarion, 


Appointing the distribution of Prizes taken during the 
continuance of the Rebellion now subsisting in divers 
parts af the ConXnent of Norru-Amenica, 


Geoner R. 

Whereas by an act made in this presont session of Par 
Tinmont, intitulod “An act to prohibit all trade and inter- 
course with tho Colonies of New-flampshirc, Massachu- 
inde) Rhode-Island, Connecticut, New-York, New- 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, the three lower Counties on Dela- 
ware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Caro- 
lina, vod Georgta, during the continugnes of the present 
rebollion within tho said Colonies respectively; for repeal- 
ing an act made in tho fourteonth yoar of the saign of Lis 
pene Majesty, to discontinue the landing and discharging, 
nding or shipping of goods, wares and merehandise, at tho 
town and within tho harbour of /oston, in tho Province of 
Massachusetts Bay; and alsa wo acts made in the last sos- 
sion of Parliament, for restraining the trado and commerce 
Of tho Colonies in tho said acts respectively mentionad ; 
and to enablo any person or porsons appointed and author- 
ized by His Majesty to grant pardons, and to issue procla- 
mations, in tho eases and for (he purposes therein men- 
tioned ;” ft is, amongst other things, enacted, that ull ships 
and vessels of or belonging to the inhabitants of the said 
Colonies, together with thoir cargoes, apparel, and furni- 
ture, except ng in tho said act aro excepted, and all othor 
ships and vossols whatsoaver, together with their curgoes, 
apparel, and furniture, which shall bo found trading in any 
port or place of the said Colonies, ar going to trado, or 
coming [rom trading in any*such port or plqce, oxcept as 
aro therein also excapted, shall bocomo forfeited to His 
Majosty, as if the same wore the ships and efects of open 
onemios, and shall bo so adjudged, doemed, and taken, in 
all courts of admiralty, and all other courts whatsoover : 
And, for tho encouragement of tho officers and seamen 
of is Majesty’s ships-ol-war, it is thereby also furthor 
anacted, ‘hut tho flag-oflicers, captains, commanders, and 
other commissioned oflicers in Fis Majesty’s pay, and also 
the soamen, marines, and soldiers on board, shal} have the 
solo interest at propetty of and in all and overy such ship, 
vessal, goods, and morchandise, which they shall seizo and 
take (being first adjudged lawful prize in any of His Ma- 
jesty’s courts of admiralty) to be divided in such propor- 
tions, and after stich manner, a3 [fis Majesty shall think fit 
to order and direct Hy proclamation or proclamations, here- 
after to be issued for those purposes : 

Wa, taking tha premises into consideration, do, pursuant 
to the sid act of Parlinment, (with the advice of our Privy 
Caunejl,) by this our proclamation, ordor, divest, und ap- 
point, that tho nett produce of all prizes taken, in pursa- 
ance of tho said act, by our ships-of-war, be divided into 
cight equal parts, and be distributed in manner following, 
that is tosny: ‘Lo tho captain or captains of any of ourships- 
of-war who shall bo actually on board at the taking of any 
prizo, three-ojghths parts; but in ense any such prize shall 
be (akon by any of our ship or ships-of-war undor che com- 
mand of a flag or fogs, the fag-ollicer or officers boing 
actually on board, or directing aud assisting in tho capture, 
shall havo ona of the snid threo-cighth. parts, the said one- 
oighth part to be paid to such flag or flagtoflicers, in such pro- 
portions, and subject to such regulations as ave hereinafter 
for that purpose mentioned: ‘To the captains of marines and 
Jand forces, sea lieutenants and master on board any such 
ships, one-eighth part, to be equally divided amongst them : 
To the lieutenants and quartetmasters of mavines, and lieu- 
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tenants, ensigns, and quartermasters, of land forecs, boat~ 
swain, gunner, purser, carpenter, master’s mate, chirurgeon, 
pilot, and chaplain, on board any such ship, one-eighth 
part, to bo equally divided amongst them: To the midship~ 
men, secretary to flag-ofliceis, captoin’s clerk, master sail~ 
maker, carpenter’s mates, muas{er-at-arms, corpornis, yeox 
men of tho sheets, coxswain, quartermasters, quartermas- 
ter’s mates, chirurgeon’s mates, yeomen of the powder-room, 
and sergeants of marines or land forces, on any such ships, 
one-eighth part, to bo equally divided amongst them: ‘To 
the trumpeteis, quarter-gunners, carpenter's crew, steward, 
cook, armourer, steward’s mate, cook’s mate, gunsmith, coop- 
er, swabber, ordinary trumpeter, barber, able seamen, ordi- 
nary scamen, and marino or other soldiers, and all other per- 
sons doing duty or assisting on board any such ships, two- 
cighths parts, to be equally divided amongst them, And in 
case any sea-captain, inforior commission, or warrant sea~ 
olticers, bolonging to any ship-of-war, for whom any shares 
of prizes are hereby allowed, be absent at the time of the 
capture of any prize, the share of such sen-captain, inferior 
comiission, or warrant sca-oflicer, shall bo cast into the 
share hereby allowed to tho trumpeters, quarter-punners, 
cnrponter’s orew, steward, cool, armourer, steward’s mate, 
cook’s mate, gunsmith, cooper, swabber, ordinary trampe- 
ter, barber, able scamen, ordinary seamen, and marino or 
other soldiers, and other porsons doing duty or assisting on 
hoard any such ships, to be cqually divided amongst then. 
Lravided, That if any oflicer or officers on board any of 
our ships-ofwar, at tho time of taking avy such prizes, 
shull have more commissions or offices thayouo, ho or they 
shall be entitled only to the sharo or shaves of “the snid 
plizes, which, aecording to the above mentioned distribution, 
shall belong to his or their respective suparior commissions 
or offices. And wo do hereby strictly enjoin all and evory 
commander and commanders of qny ships-of-war, taking 
any prigo, a8 soon as may be, to transmit or cause to be 
transmitted to the commissioners of our navy, a truo dist of 
the names of all the ofiicers, seamen, marines, soldiers o 
othors who wore retually on board opr ships-ol-war, undor 
his or their command, at the taking such prize; which list 
shall contain the quality of the sorvice of each person on 
board, and bo subscribed by tho captain or commanding 
oflicer, and three or more of the chief officers on board, 
And wo do hareby require and direct tho Commissioners of 
our navy, or any throo or more of thom, to examine or 
caso to be oxaminod such lists by tho mustey-books of 
such ships-of-war, and lists annoxed therojo, to see that 
such lists do agroo with the said mustgr-book, and annexed 
lists, as to the names, qualities, or ratings of the offtcers, 
seamen, marines, soldiers, and others belonging to such 
ships-of-war; and, upon request, forthwith to grant a cer- 
tificato of tho truth of any list transinitted to them, to the 
agents nominated and appointed by the captors, pursuant 
to the said act, to tnko care or disposo of such prize; and 
also upon application to them, to give, or cause to be given, 
unto tho agonts, who shall at any timo or times he ap- 
pointed as aforosnid by the captors, all such lists from the 
muster-books of any such ships-of-war, and annexed lists, 
ag tho said agents shall: find requisito for choir lirection in 
paying the produee of such prizes, and to be otherwise aid- 
ing and assisting to the said agents, ag shall be necessary, , 

And as touching the said one-eighth part, herein before 
mentioned to be granted to the flag-oflicer or officers, who 
shall be actually on board at the taking of any priza, oy 
shall be directing and assisting therein, we hnye thought fit, 
and do by these presenta publish, ordor, and declare, that 
tha following regulations be observed : 

First. That a flag-ofticer commanding in chief, where 
thore is but ono fing-oficer upon service, shall hnyo to 
his own use the said one-eighth part of tha prizes taken by 
ships under his command. 

Boatetly. That a flag-oficor sont to command at Ja- 
maid, ov olsewhore, shall have no right to any shar of 
the prizes at tho place to which he is sent, and setually 
takes upon him the command. t 

Thirdly. That when an inforior Mog-officer is sent. ut 
to reinforce a superior flag-oflicar at Jarnaien, or elgawhieres 
the said superior flag-officoy shall have no right «to any 
share in the prizes taken by them before thay. angive withs 
in the Jimits of his command, and actually feceive some 
orders from him, 
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. Fourthly. That a chief flag-oflicer roturning home from 

Jamaica, or elsewhere, shall haye no share of the prizes 
taken by the ships left behind to act under another com- 
mand, 

Fifthly, That ifn flag-oflicer is sent to command in the 
out-poits of this Kingdom, he shall have no share of the 
prizes taken by ships that sailed from that port by ordor 
from the Admiralty. 

Sixthly. That when more flag-officers than one serve 
together, the eighth part of the prizes taken by any ships 
of the fleet, or squadron, shall be divided in the following 
proportions, videliceé : If there be but two flag-officers, the 
chief shal! have two-third paris of the said one-eighth part, 
and the other shall bave the remaining third part; but if 
the number of flag-oflicers be more than two, the chief shall 
have only one-half, and the other half shall be divided 
equally among the other flag-oflicers. 

Seventhly. That Commodores, with centals under 
them, shall bo esteomed as flag-oflicers, with respect to 
their right to an eighth part of prizes taken, whether com- 
manding in chief or serving under command, 

Given at our Court, at St, James’s, the twenty-second 
day of December, one thousand seven hundred and seyen- 
ty-five, in the sixteenth year of our reign. 


Gon save the King. 


JOUN HANCOCK TO GENERAL WASITINGLON, 
Philadelphia, Decombor 22, 1775. 


Sin: Your lotters of the 80th of November, and of the 
4th, 7th, and 11th of Decemder, being duly received, wero 
laid before Congress. To prevent the ill consequences 
that might ensue from the backwardness of the men, in the 

resent service, to reinlist, the Congress, as 1 informed you 
n my last, have written to the Governours of Connecticut 
tnd Rhode-Island, the Council of Massachusetts-Bay, and 
tho Presidont of the Convention of New-2lampshire. In 
consequence of which letters they have strong hopes and 
confidence that measures will be taken to complete your 
army, As to the article of butter, the Congress, desirous 
to ab yhie whatever may have a “ tendency to give the sol- 
diery room for complaint,” have instructed mo to inform 
you that the same may be continued until further order. 

The Congress receive, with great satisfaction, your con- 
gratulations on the success of Captain Manly. By the 
enolosed resolves, you will perceive their determination on 
the captures already made, as woll as those which may bo 
mace heiealae It is expected the several Colonies will 
erect courts of admiralty, and that ihe judgos in those 
courts will regulate their decisions by the Jaw of nations, 
exoopt where it is rolaxed by the enclosed resolutions. 

Lam farther directod to inform you that the Congress 
upprove your taking such of the articles, found on hoard 
the Convord, as are necessary for the army. The necos- 
sity of the case will, they apprehend, justify the measure, 
even though the vessel upon trial should, contrary to their 
expectation, be acquitted, 

am authorized to inform you that it is the pleasure of 
Congress that Mr. Miglin, the Quartormaster-General, 
hold the rank of Colonel in the army of the United Co- 
Tondes, and that you establish his rank accordingly. 

1 must beg leave to refer you (o the enclosed resolutions 
of Congress for your future proceedings, which I am di- 
realed to transmit to you. You will notice the last resolu- 
tion relative fo an attack upon Boston. This passed aher 
a most serious debate in a committee of the whole House, 
and the execution referred to you; and may God crown 
your attempt with success, I most heartily wish it, though 
individually 1 may be the greatest sufferer, 

Lhave paid Mr. Fessenden, tho express, in full for his 
threo journeys as express to Philadelphia, deducting only 
sixty-dollats, which he says you ordered him ; so that thero 
will be no pay due to him tbe servicos performed hereto- 
fore, only for his expenses now from this place to you, If 
this adjustment be not right, please to inform me. 

L have the honour to be, with sincere sentiments of es- 
team, sir, your most dbedient, humble servant, . 

Joan Hancock, President, 


To Ilis Excetlency General Washington, 
P.S. Fessenden being indisposed, I have sent a special 
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express, as Congress were anxious their ‘ata should 
reach you as quick as possible. 

‘es 

In Congross, Decomber 22, 1778. 

Agreeably to the Order of the Day, the Congress re- 
solved itself into a Committee of tho Whole, to take into 
consideration the report of the Committee of Conference 
relative to an attack on Bosfon; and aftor debate, the Pre- 
sident resumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported, that the 
Committee had taken into thoir further consideration the 
matter to them referred, and come to a Resolution, which 
he was ready to report. 

The report of the Committee being read, the same was 
agreed to, and is as follows: 

Resolved, That if Gonaral Washington and his Council 
of War should bo of opinion that a successful attack may 
be made on the troops in Boston, ho do it in any manner 
he may think expedient, notwithstundéng the town and the 
property in it may thereby be destroyed. 

Extract from the minutos, 

Cuantes Tuomson, Secretary, 


By order of the Congress. 
Joun Wancooxr, President, 


CAPTAIN LIVINGSTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[ond Decomber 22, 1776.) 
Docombor, 1775, 

Sm: The polite letter you was yesterday pleased to 
honour me with, I received from My, Duane, ‘The com- 
panes paid mo by the Congress doos me great honour, 

‘heir prosent is amazingly gonteol, and their promise very 
flattering to a young man who wishes to acquiro repu- 
tation, * 

These distinguished marks of their approbation deserve 
my warmost acknowledgments and most cordial thanks. 
Thoso I would beg leave to progent in person, did not my 
affection for my late father render me unfit to appear be- 
fore thom. ‘This lays me under the necessity af request. 
ing you, sir, to increase the obligation I already owe you 
for the part you have taken in my favour, by presenting 
my most unfeigned thanks to that august assembly for the 
unexpected honour done. 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 

Henny R. Livinaston, Captain. 


The Honourable John Hancock, Resq. 


NEW-YORK OCOMMITPER, 
Committoo Chambor, Friday, Dooombor 22, 1778. 
Tho following members mat, viz: John Broome, Chair- 


man, 
Mr, P,P. Van Zandt, 
My, Stoutonburgh, 
Mr, Do Poystor, 


Mr. Thoop, Anthony, Colonol Linshor, 
Mr. Duyokinek, Colonel Lott, 
Mr, Phonix, Mr. Burling, 


Mr. Abcol, Mr, amploton, Mr, Low, 

Captain Johnson, Mr, Banchor, Mr. Donning, 

Mr, Rameoy, Mr, Totton, Mr Millor, 

Mr. Dunacomb, Mr, Wioklhiam, Mr, Brinokoihot—23, 
Mr, Ray, 


Committea Chambor, ‘Tucsday, Dacombor 26, 1775, 
Thirteen members met. 


At a meeting of the General Committeo for the City 
and County of New-York, on Jriday, December 29, 1775. 
Present: John Broome, Chairman pro tem., 


Mr, J, Ray, Son, Captain Donnis, Mr, Donning, 
e Mr. Duyokinok, fr. J. Anthony, Mr. Bleokor, 
Captain Pell, + T, Anthony, Mr, Sands, 
Mr. Roome, Mr, Dunseomb, Mr, Janowny, 
Mr. Banckor, Mr. Ramsay, Mr. Iyora, 
Mx. Van Cortlandt, Mr. Stoutonburgh, = Mr. Low, 
Mr. Tomploton, Mr. Dronatod, Mr. Brinokorhof, 
@ Myr. Bookman, Mr, Abrahams, Mr, Norwood, 
Mr. Burling, Mr, Berrion, Mr, Da Payator, 
Qaptaln Johnson, Mr. Bussutl, Colonel Lott, 
Mr, Abool, Mr. J. Rey, Jun, Mr. Phonix. 


Colonel ILyor, Mr. Totton, 


Moses ‘Taylor applied for leave to hire a person to enter 
on board the Asia ag a sanman, in the place of James Bow- 
en, who was impressed on board the said ship, 

Ordered, That Icavo be given accordingly. 


Benjamin Garretson requesting a Certificate from this 
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Ganaike that ho hag hitherto acted friondly to tho dme- 
rican cause ; tho matter being debated, 

Ordered, hat Mr. Garreigon bo called in, and the twa 
following questions proposed to him, viz: 

1, Whether ho professes himself a friond to tho lae- 
rican cnuso ? 

2 Whothor he approved of tho moasnros pursued by 
the American Colonies, in tho presont contost with the 
British Administiation ? 

The first question was answered in the aflirmative, 

Tha second, Mr. Garredson bogged to be oxcused from 
answering, 

The quostion thon being put, whether Me. Garretson 
should receive a Cortificate from this Committe, canied in 
tho negative, 

John Warner, Captain of the Twenty-Fourth Beat, in- 
formed the Committee that one Joseph Brady had abused 
and damned tho Cahgress and Committee; denied thoir 
authority; said they woro a pack of dammed traitors, and 
that ho would pay no regard to any of them. 

Isaac Piper's evidence corresponds with the aboyo, 

Tho question being put, whether Joseph Brady be ap- 
prehended immediately by an order from this Committco ; 
cartied in the afirmative, 

Ordered, That tho Chairman issue his order to the offi- 
car an oan directing lim to cause the said Jaseph Brady 
to bo taken and kept in custody, until farther orders from 
this Committoa, 


Committeo adjourned until Lhursday, January 4, 1776 


COMNITTER OF MAMACOTING PRNOINOT TO TUE DRLROATRS 
IN PROVINCIAL GONGRDSS, 
Mamacoling Proolnat, Docombor 22, 1776, 

* Gayrtunen: Whoreas thero have been commissions 
vanted by tho Committoo of Safety for the Province of 
etv- Yorvt, for officera for the northenst division of the 

Precinct of Mamacoting, which offiecrs wora not legally 

chosen; and in order to havo that affair rectified, we apply 

to you, being both of our delegates in Provincial Con- 
Poss. 

Ina latter directed to us by Colonal Jacob Fornbeck, 

dated October tho 19th, 1775, we were informed that thera 

was a roturn mado to Congress tho 19th of August last, 
signed John Young, Chairman, of John Orage, Captain, 

John Graham, Kirst Licutchant, Join Mefinster, Second 

Licutonant, and John MeCrery, Ensign; which return wo 

tostify to bo a countorfeit, and was countermanded in a let 

ter by us directed to Colonel Lorndeck, who was then ono 
of our delegates, dated October the 26th, 1775; and the 
officors logally elected or chosen were returned in said let- 
ter, via: John Crage, Captain, Manuel Gunsalis, First 

Lioutonmt, FWilléam Rose, Second Lieutenant, and Jseac 

Rosa, Ensign. 

Whoreas this inistake croates a great uneasiness in the 
company, wo requost the favour of you, or either of you, 
to explain tho aQair to Congress, and havo it rectified, 

As for John Crage, as ho was legally choson Captain, 
he has signod the Declaration; so we conclude there will 
be no neod of another commission for him 3 but refer it en- 
tirely to your battef judgment. 

Gentlemen, your speedy compliance with our request 
will greatly obligo your humble servant. 

By order of tho Commities : 

Joun Youna, Chairman. 

To Andreas De Witt, Tysq., nnd My, Samuel Brovwster, 
Delegates in Provincial Congress. 

B.S, Wherons there is a retuth made to us of tha offi. 
cars eleoted for the Coshocton Company, we roturm them 
to you, in order to grant thom céminissions, viz: Bevaleal 
Tylor, Jun., Captain; Nathaniel Reves, First Lieutenant ; 
Motos Thomas, Second Lioutenatt; Nathan Mitchell, Ene 
signs 
TO GENERAL NONTGOMERY. 

Montreal, Dosombor 22, 1775, 

Sm: Although we have not the honour to be known to 
you, we find it very necessary ¢o acquaint you with what 
passes here, to the end that you may not in future fall a 
victim to the humanity which bas been your chief guido 
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since your arrival at this city. Tlumanity and generosity 
are qualities inestimable to men, but in certain circum 
stancos the situation of the person ought to be considered, 
to the ond jthat enre may bo taken that such generosity 
nny not be used to servo other purposes. Many of the 
cilizons ura surprised that all tho placa-mon that were 
made prisoners in the eleven vessels noav Sorel, have not 
been sont down to the neighbouring Colonies, as theso per 
sons go in and out of almost every houso in the city, hold- 
ing conversations big with the most inhuman sentiments, 
and the most disadvantageous to the cause of liberty. 
Thoro are also in town thoso who hold commissions under 
Government, who hold very indecent and very indiscreat 
conversations, and who grow insolent and insupportable. 
Tt is therefore to be hoped that as soon as the rivers are 
froven, and that the roads aro passable, that you will sond 
all those who were tnken in the eleven vossols, down (o (he 
other Colonies on the Continent. It is tho only method 
to silence those wha have any bad designs, and to procure 
any and tranquillity to those who havo nothing more at 
heart than your wellare and success; and who desire to as- 
sure you that they are, with trae sincerity and vespect, sir, 
your most humble and most obedient sorvant, 
Tue Parmneus Union wir Lanerey, 


Tho abovo is a translation of an original letter sent from 
Montreal to Genoral Montgomery, at the cnmp bofore Que- 
beck, by some frionds to tho cause. 


CONNEOTICUT COMMITVEL OF SAFETY. 


At n mocting of tho Governour, &e., at Now-ZTaven, 
Driday, December 22, 1775, present: 

His Honour the Governour, Hon. Deputy-Governour 
Griswold, Jabez Tuntington, Samucl Luntington, 1il- 
liam Villiams, Nathaniel Wales, and Benjamin Tunting 
ton, Esquites. 

On mation, &¢e., Voted, That an ordor be drawn on the 
Pay-Table in favour of Captain Robert Neles, of the armed 
schooner Spy, for the sum of one hundred Pounds, to be 
by him accounted for on settlement of his accounts, and in 
80 far payment of the wagos, &e., of his hands on board 
said schooner. 

An Order drawa and delivered him next morning. 

Messrs, Greenough, Hitch, and Austin, Committee for 
building field and other carriages for the cannon ut News 
Laven, by ovdor laid in their account to be adjusted, and 
there is on examinution allowed theroon the sum ol one 
hundred and fiteon Pounds, cight Shillings, six and throe- 
quarter Ponce, for carringes, &e., built by ordor, and ex. 
clusiva of the expenso of building several of their own 
notion, before they had any dircctions about it, 

An Order for the sum allowed, dravn, and delivered to 
Colonel Jonathan Witch, 

Captain Joseph Dhompson, of tho Company raised for 
tho defence of Netw-Iaven, moves that the season is so far 
advanced, and the weather so severe, that they can be little 
or no sorvice in carrying on the works of defence at Black- 
Rock, or for any other purpose, &e. 

And on consideration, Voted, That said Captain Lhomp- 
son and Company bo discharged from further service on 
their present eaihllaheisnt said dismission to take place 
on the morrow, being the 28d. 


On motion, Voted and granted, That Captain Thompe 
son be ullowed for extra service while on tha works at 
Blach-Rocle, in cold, sevore weather, &c., the sum of forty 
Shillings per month, for one and a half months; is threo 
Pounds in the whole, 

Allowed sevoral small bills and accounts Jaid in by Ben- 
jamin Tuntingion, Esq, for Captain John Lester, for build- 
ing ship-carriages, &o., the sum of eight Pounds, fifteon 
Shillings, and five Pence, in the wholo; and 3d of January, 
1776, gave Captnin Lester an order, and dismissed. 

Met again at New-Haven next evening, and did savoral 
things; consulted Captain Sears, &c,, about Zbda’s btig, 
&e.; and desired him to take care of the brig bolghtof 
Captain Grigg, and coming into New-Haven, &e., and 
prepare an estimate of stores, a&e., for the same,,820. 
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NEW-YORK PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, 


At t Provincial Congress held for te Colony of Nezw- 
Fork, on Wednesday moming, December 6, 1776: 

The Deptities chosen to represent the Counties of New- 
York, Albany, Dutchess, Westchester, and Suffole, in Pro- 
vinoial Congress for the Colony of New- Yori, having met 
fiequontly sineo the 14th day of November last past, that 
being the day appointed by the dissolution of tho lato Pro- 
yineinl Congress for the meeting of this Congress, but a 
representation of x majority of the Counties not having 
sooher attended, they could not proceed to business until 
this day, when the Deputies froma majority of the Coun- 
ties appeared, and the gentlemen hereafter named were 
present, to wit: 

For the City and County of New-Yorx: Alcvander 
MeDongall, James Beekman, Abraham Brasher, John 
Pan Cortlandt, John Ray, Anthony Rutgers, Comfort 
Sands, Jacobus Van Zandt, Isaac Roosevelt. 

For the City and County of Aunany: Robert Van 
Rensselaer, Jacob Cuyler, Francis Nicoll, Leonard Gan- 
sevoort, John I, Bleecker. 

Dorcness County: Gilbert Livingston, Cornelius 
Thumphreys, Jun., Henry Scheneh. 

For the County of Unsten: Thomas Palmer, Matthew 
Cantine. 

Wesronusrer County: Gilbert 
Drake, Joseph Drate. 

Survorx County: Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss 
Hobart, Wera L’ Mommediou, 

Kine’s County: John Lefferise. 

Gosnun Precinct, in Onanan County: Peter Clowes, 


Tho Congress then ptoceeded to the choice of the fol- 
lowing Officers, who were unanimously elected, viz: 

Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, President. 

John McKesson, lisq., Mr, Robert Benson, Scerctavies, 

Thomas Pettit, Doorkeoper and Messenger. 


The Deputies for the City and County of New-York 
produced a Certificate from the General Commitico of the 
said City and County, dated November 10, 1775, and 
signed by John Broome, Chairman pro tempore,* whereby 
it appears that Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Cornelius 
Olopper, Alexander McDougall, Joseph Hallett, Thomas 
Smith, Abraham Brasher, Isauc Roosevelt, James Beele- 
man, Benjamin Kissam, John Morin Scott, John Pan 
Cortlandt, Jacobus Van Zandt, John Morton, Isaac Sears, 
John Ray, Theodorus Van Wyck, Anthony Rutgers, 
John Inlay, Gabriel W. Ludlow, Benjamin Lelme, and 
Comfort Sands, were, by a great majority of voices, elect- 
6d Deputies for the City and County of New-York; and 
that they, or any soven of thom, dobeptesent the City and 
County of New- Yori, in Provindial Congress for tho Co- 
yy of Now-York : 

fhe Deputies for the City and County of albany pro- 
duced a Certificate from the Committee of the County 
wf Albeny, dated November 11th, 1775, signed Matthew 
Virachor, Secretary ,t cottifying that Abraham Ten Broeck, 
Abraham Yates, Jun., Jacob Caylor, Francis Nicoll, Ro- 

# Pursuant to an ardor of the Gonoral Committoo, we, the subscri. 
bors, superintonded the poll taken to-day, at tho City [all, for the 
oleolion of Deputics to reprosont this Cily and County in the ensuing 
Provinoial Congress, nnd do horohy cortify that the following twenty. 
ong gontlomon wero choson by a groat mnjority, viz: 

Phot YB, Livingston, Joseph Hallett, Isaae Roosevelt, Jahn MM. 
Scoit, John Morton, Theodorus Van Wyck, Gabriel W. Ludlow, Cor. 
netiua Clopper, Thomas Sinith, James Beekman, John Van Cortlandt, 
Isaac Sears, Anthony Rutgers, Benjainia Helme, Alexander MeDou. 
gall, Abraham Brasher, Benjamin Kissam, Jacobus Vun Zandt, John 
Ray, John Imlay, Comfort Sands, 

nd we do further cortify, that the oloctots at the samo timo did 
Constitute any sovon of tho foromontionol porsons to be a quorum. 
Joun Imuay, Dayret Parsi, 
Ronrrt Ray, Joun Broome, 
Ev, Banoxen, 


Lewis Graham, 


"NeW-Yonre, Novembor %, 1775, 

At a meoting of the Gonoral Committoo of the City and Count: 
Néw.York, on Friday ovoning, November 10, 1775: Prosont, 
Broome, Baq,, Chairman pro tomporo, and thirty-five mombors, 

Tho aub-Cammittes at prointad to cuperintond | the olaction for Dapu. 
tigg to roprosont tho Cily and County of New-York, in Provincial 
Congroas for the Colony of New-York, dolivorod In their Report, which 
boing road, was unanimously approval of, “! 
, Order ed, ‘That tha Chairman of this Commiltos doliver a certified 
dopy of thy foregoing Ropdrt to ono of the Daputios chesoh to repro. 
sont this City and County in the onaulag Provinglal Congroba, 

Jouy Bnoone, Chair’n pro tem. 


+ Auuany Coumrvree Cuamaer, November 11, 1775.—Pursuant to tho 
resolvos of thia Committee onterad into on the 30th ultimo, yesterday 
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bert Yates, Leny Glen, Peter Silvester, Pood R. Lin 
vingston, John James Bleecker, Leonard Gansevoort, 
Henry Qothoudt, and Robyt Van Rensselaer, were, by a 
majority of votes, elected Deputies for the said City and 
County 5 and that thoy, or any five of them, répresent the 
said City und County in Provincial Congross. And, by 
another Certificate from the said Committee, dited No- 
vember 23, 1775, and signed by Matthew Visscher, Sec- 
retury;* 9 Resolution appears that tho above-mentioned 
gontlomen, or any four of thom, do attond and repregént 
the said City and County in Provincial Congress for the 
Colony of New-Yorie. 

The Deputies of tho County of Dutchess produced a 
Certificate from the Committee of tho said County, dated 
November 8, 1775, and signed by Egbert Benson, Chair- 
man,t whereby it appears that Perrus Ten Broeck, Bever- 
ly Robinson, Cornelius Humphreys, Ilenry Schenck, Gil- 
bert Livingston, John Kaine, Jacob Buerson, Morris Gra» 
ham, and Robert G. Livingston, Ustuires, were elected 
Deputies for tho said County, with power to them, or any 
three of them, to represent the said County in Provincial 
Congress for the Colony of New-York. _ : 

The Doputics for the County of Ulster produced a 
Cortificato from the Committee of the said County, dated 
tho 7th November, 1775, and signed by Johannes Sleght, 
Chairman pro tempore, whereby it appears that Henry 


tho polls of the sovoral yloctions held in tho rospoative Distriots in this 
County, for Dopution to suprosout this City and County in Provingial 
Congroas, and tho namoy of tho several yotors, and the Doputios thoy 
had votod for, bolng cwofully counted, a sunjonity of yotos apponrad for 
Alnahan ‘Lon Broeck, Abraham Yates, Jun., Jacob Ouylar, Francis 
Nicoll, Robert Yates, Nowy Clon, Peter Silvester, Petor R. Living 
alon, John Jamas Bleecker, Leonard Gansevoort, Ionry Oothouide, and 
Hobert Van Rensselaer. 

‘This Conmnittoo io thoroupon horoby decliro tho said porsona to be 
duly olocted; and that thoy, or any Avo of thom, 1oprogont this City 
and Connty in Proyvinelal Congress during tho Lima montioned in thee 
rosolves ofthe Provinainl Congrova, 

A tino copy from tho minutes, Marriew Vissonmn, Seely, 

* Arsany Cosmevens Cramora, November 20, 1775.—Whorong thle 
Cotnmitteo, on tho 11th inatant, from the rotun of tho polls of tho 
aovorul alvotions hold in the rospaotivo Dieliiots in this County, for 
Doputics to ropiesdnt this City and County in Provincial Congress, did 
doclare Abraham Yen Bioock, Abraham Yates, Jun. Jacob Cuyler, 
Francis Nicoll, Robert Yates, Uemy Glan, Pater Silvester, Peter R 
Zavingaton, Jo hn James Bleecker, Leanura Gansevoort, Henry Oothuudt, 
and Robert Van Rensselaer, to bo duly oloctad; and that thoy, or any 
fivo of them, reproxont this City and County In Provincial Congrosa 
during tho timo montiondd in tho rosolvas of tho Provincial Congrass. 
But, by reason of tho conveniences attending the attondands of that 
numbor, it is C 

Resolved, ‘That the suid porsons, or any four of thom, attond guid 
Congtoss, antl roprosent thie Cy and Counly duing tho time afore. 
suid, A trac copy fiom the minutos. Marrisw Vigsonisn, Sco'y, 


t'Phis ja to oostify, that at an olaction hold at Poughkeepsie, In tho 
County of Dutthese, in pursudneo of a roxolution of tho Provinotal 
Congroas of thie Colony, of tho 27th of October Inat, undor the inapoo. 
Lion of tho Gonoral Committeo of tho watd County, on tho 7th and Buh 
days of November, 1778, Petrus Ten Hrocek, Bavorly Robinson, Cor. 
ndlius Hfimphr cys, Henry Schonck, Githert Liviigeton, John ‘ainey 
Jacob Kverson, Morria Graham, und Robort &, Livingston, Twn. Bay, 
woro clocted Dologatos for tho County of Ditohvas, with powar to 
thom, or any throa of thom, to roprosont the said County in a Provin. 
sial Congress for tho Colony of New. York, appoihtod to movt at tho 
City of New-York on tho idth instant, 
By order of tho Committoo ; Eouunt Danson, Chairs, 
Durcuess Country Commrrren, November 8, 1775, 


t At a mooting of tho Commilttoo for tho County of Wister, on Z'vas- 
day, tho 7th of November, 1775, at the house of Mr. Roelof Lltinge, in 
tho New- Paltz, tho fallowing peisons appoarod : 

For Kinagron: Johdunes Sleghi, Wsq., Johanhes Beekman, Tobias 

Van Buren, 

For Ilunty: Charles De Witt, Adrian Wynkoop, Eaquires, 

Fo. Mannuerown: David Bevier, 

Rocuesven: Andreas De Witt, Uaq., Hendricus Hornbeok, 
New-Paura: Johannes A, Hardenbergh, Joseph Hasbroeck, 
Suawencont: Johannes Janse, Baq. + 

Newnsvnan: Abel Belknap. 

NEw-Winnson; Samuel Brewetor, 

New-Maarnonovan: Bordowyn Teerpenning. 

| Waurainn: Philip Sudrtwout, John MoInsler, Andrew MeCoid, 
“ Hanover: James MeBride, Aldcander Ly inble, 

Tho Committeo thon appointed Johannes Sleght, eq. to sit as Cliaire 
myn pro tom., and Johannes 2 tin and Jereel Samth to serve aa clorks. 
A Considorablo numbor of frocholilors of the County of Ulster boing 
then assembled, pursuant to tho resolyes of tho Congioss, in ordor to 
choose cight Deputics te repreaont this County; and thon, undor the 
inspostion of tho nbovo Comnuttoo, did, by tha major voico, choose and 
oloat Hem y Wisner, Masthew Rea, Dit ek Wynkonps Matthow Cantine, 
Andieas De Witt and Andreas Lefevér, Usquites, Mossrs. Thomas 
Palmer and Samuel Brewster, for tho pu pose aforesaid. 

‘Tho Committoo thon resolved, that thrao of tho aboyo Deputléy ip- 
porting in Congress at one time, shall bo ontitlod to not and give their 
yoles for said County. A true copy from tho minttag, 

By oider of the Commiitoo ; 

TJoltannus Suratir, Chairn pro tein. 
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Wione!| Matthew Rea, Dirk Wynkoop, Jun., Matthew 
Cantine, Andreas Dewitt, and Andreas Lefever, Esqis.; 
Massrs. Thomas Palmer and Samuel Brewster, were elect- 
ed Deputies to represent the said County; and by a reso- 
lution of the seid Committoe, that they, or any three of 
them, be entitled 16 act and give their votes for the said 
Caunty, 

» The Deputies of the County of Westchester produced a 
Certificate from the Committee of the said County, dated 
9th November 1775, and signad hy Gilbert Drake, Chair- 
man,* whereby it appears that Colonel Lewis Graham, 
Stephen Hard, Usq., Colonel Joseph Drake, Robert Gra- 
ham, Eisq.,' John Thomas, Jun, sq., Mr. William Paul- 
ding, Major Ebenezer Lockwood, Colonel Pierre Van 
Cortlandt, and Colonel Gilbert,Draice, were duly elected 
Delegates to ropresent the said County in Provincial Con- 
gress, with power to any three of them to act for the said 
County, . ; 

The Doputies (r the County of Suffoll, produced a 
Certificate from the Committee of the said County, dated 
November 7, 1778, and signed by William Smith, Chair- 
man,f whereby it appears that John Sloss Hobart, Thomas 
Trodwell Selah Strong, Nathaniel Woodhull, Ezra L? Hom- 
medicu, David Gelston, Thomas Wickham, and Daniel 
Brown, Usquires, were unanimously elected Deputies to 
reprekent the said County in Provincial Congress, with 
power for any three of them to be a quorum, and give the 
vote of tha said County. 

Peter Clowes, Esq., 2 Deputy for Orange County, pro- 
duced a Certificato of Benjamin Lusteen, Benjamin Gale, 
and Daniel Everett, Wsquires,}: theo of the Committee of 
Goshen Procingt, who inspected the election, and also a 
Certificate from the said Committee of Goshen Precinct, 
aignad hy Daniel Lverett, Chairman,$ cach dated 27th 

«November last, whereby it nppeared, that a meeting of the 
freeholders and lenants in Goshen-Preoinct, ontitied to vote 
for Deputios, Peter Clowes and William gllison, Esquires, 

* To the Honourable the Provincial Congress of the Calany of Nuw- 
Yor: Wo tho Committoo for tho County of Westchester, do humbly 
ontify, thut at tha cloction for Delogutes lo gopiosont tho said Count; 
in (he noxt Proyincial Congiess, to ho held at New-York, the Lach 
inatant, which waa this day hold at tha Couit-Hougo of tho said Coun. 
Wy Colona} Lewis Graham, Stephen Ward, Esq. Colong! Joseph 

nike, Robort Graham, Waq,, John Thomas, Jon, Bog. Mo. William 
Paulding, Mojor Hbenoxer Lockwood, Colqgel Pierre Yan Cortlandt, 
and Colonel Gilbart Diake, woro duly oloctad, agroorbly lo tho rosolvor 
of the Provinoinl Congress, to roprosbnt thie County until tho second 
Tuesday in Ma next} and thot it was yoled by tho poople that any 

throo of the anid Duputios shoult act for this Coury, 


By ordor of the Comméttoo : Guauger 
Datod tho 7th Gay of November, 1775, 


A trao copy froin tho Minutes, takon by Micah Townsend, Olork of 
the Conimittag, . 


+At a mooting of tho frooholdors of SuPolk County, in the Colony 
ff New-York, hold at tho County Mull, on tho 7th day of November, 
1775, duly warnod for tho puiposo of aloating Dopultos to roprosont 
this Cowily in Provinoial Congress, unlil the second 2'vesduy in May 
Moxt: 

Voted, unanimoualy, That John Sloss Hobart, Thamaa Tredwell, 
Nelak Strong, Nathauiel Weadhull, Hara I’ Howmnedicu, David Gel. 
ston, Thomas Wiekkam, and Daniel Brown, Baquices, ho tho Doputior 
to raprosont this County at the onsning Provingial Congress, to moot 
Mt Naw.York, the fous toonth duy of this instant, and that any threo of 
thom he w quorum, and owipowaree to givo tho vote of this Connty iy 
the wnid Congress, By ordor of tho County Committoo : 


* Attosts Bana Lillguattomny, Olerk, Wiraaan Sminn, Chairman. 


ln 
}Genriuaen; Wo roooived your fuyour of tho 24d Inst, and, agroo. 
ably to your request, have Jonipaistely summoned our Proaincl togothor, 
which, through somo wihappy mistake of tho County Committos, has 
not boon ndtifiod to moot bafore, and havo unanimottaly oleotod Peter 
Clowes and William Allison, Esqra., aa part of the Doputtos for this 
County, and which wag loft by tho othor Preoinots og our proportion 
of ropiesentalion, Wo hopo, gontloman, that you will not tefiea the 
gontlomen nbove-montlonod, @heit soars, singe our County hag fillon 
into the mothod of choosing thoir Deputies in the rdapoatiyo Pro. 
clnole, Signed hy the Enapoatos of tho oloction, By ordor of %ho 
Gdiinittee: Bunsaxan ‘Tuaven, 


+F Fi 3, Lt 
To Me. Rabort Benson, Davin. 
Gos, November 27, 1775. 


é ‘ 

§Thoke Ge to cobtify, that at a meatin, 
tonanis of Gothen Procinet, ontitlad to voto 
them in Provinoial Congyoas, 

Voted, unanimously, That Peter Clowea and William Allison, Esqva., 
ho Doputios for said, Proginet, in ordor to vontplota tho numbor allotted 
tg the County of Orange: And af the sumo mooting, unanimously 
agroed, that any two of eS Doputics for said County, roprosont thom 
jn anid Congress, viz! o® on tho éouth, and one on tho natth aldo of 
theaauntains. Signed by orden: - ‘Dae eae re i 

L Livengry, Clor'k. 

Gosten, November 27, 1775, e mils = 


' 
Pavrry Sunws.—Vow. wv. 


Rake, Chais’n, 


e 
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were unanimously elected Deputies for ihe said Precinet, 
as thoir proportion of the representation of the said Coun- 
ty, and to complete the number of Deputies allotted ta the 
said County of Orange; and that at the same meeting it 
was unanimously agreed, that any two of the Deputies for 
suid County, represent them in said Congyoss, viz: one on 
the south, and one on the north sido of the mountains. 

Tho same two Certificates ware approved, and ordered 
to be filed with the Sceretaries ; 

But it is agreed and understood, That Mr. Clowes can- 
not haye a yote for Orange County, until one or more 
Deputies arrive from Orange County. 

Agreed and Ordered, That the sense of this Congress 
upon every Question be taken and determined by a ina- 
jovity of the Counties then having Deputies in Congress. 
And that for the present the City and County of New-York 
ho considered as four, the City and County of Albany as 
three, and that of cach of the other Counties respectivel 
as two; but that this arrangement shall continue only wi 
some other arrangement shall be made and agreed on by 
this Congress. 

The following Rules are agreed to, and resolved to be 
the Rules of this Congress, viz: 

Ist, That the President, and in his absence, a President 
to be appointed pro fem., shall preside at every meeting, 

cand keep order and decorum, and that it shall be his duty 
to sign all letters from this Congress, 

Qd. That all motions and addresses bo made to 
Chair, and standing. 

3d. That if moro than one shalt rise to speak at tho 
same time, the Prosident shall determine who shall first be 
heard. 

4th. That the substince of every motion made and se- 
conded, shall be entered on the minutes, 

5th, That no interruption shall be suffered whilo a Mem- 
ber js delivering his sentimonis. 

Gth, That every question shall be determined by a ma- 
jority of voices; and afer the determination of any matter 
or thing, the same question shall not be renssumed, but 
with the consent of a majority of this Congress, at a sub- 
sequent mecting, and that upon notice having been given 
of the motion for reassuming such matter, at least one day 
before such mation be mado, and notice thereol given to 
tho Members ropresenting each County, who shall then be 
in the City of New-York, 

7h. That when any question shall be determined upon 
a division, the names of the respective Countios shall be 
entered as they shall vote on each side; but any Member 
for any County may be at liberty to have his nome and 
dissent from the vote of his County entered on the Min 
ules, 

8th. That this Congross shall from timo to time, meet 
on their own adjournments for the present. 

Oth. That for the despatch of business, and to provent 
interruptions, the doors at our meetings shall be shut, and 
that none hut Members he permittad to take copies of the 
proceedings of this Congress. 

10th, That no Question shall he determined on the day 
that it is agitated, if three Counties shall request that it be 
deferred to the next day. 

1kth. That no Maines shall be at liberty to speak more 
than twice to the same point, without leave of the Presi- 
dent for the time then being. 

12th. That no Member shall absent himself from the 
Congress; that no Member shall depart from the Chaniber 
until the Congress be adjourued ; and that no Member shall 
depart from the City of New-York during an adjournment 
of this Congress, without leave first obtined. 

18th. That every Member of this Congress shall keep 
secret all such matters, proceedings, and things in this 
Congress, as shall be enjoined from the Chair to be kep 
secret. 

14th. That whenever the procoedings of this Congress 
shall be published at tho close of this session, all the Mie 
utes shall be published, and no part concealed, unla 
as the unanimous voice of the Counties shall deol 
ofa secret ot unimportant nature; bat that extrac! 
proceedings may nevertheless be published froit 
time as the Congress shall think fit. re te 


Resolveil, That this Congress will sheet dvory morning, 


the 
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Sundays excepted, at ten o'clock ; that the Congress shall 
adjourn at one o’clock, and meet again at three o'clock. 

Ordered, That Mt. fobart, My. Palmer, and Mr. 
Bleecker, be a Committee to examine and Jiquidate the 
Accounts of the Treasurer of this Congress, and prepare & 
atate of them to be laid before the Continental Congress, 
and that they report thereon with all convenient speed. 

U Ordered, That My, DL’ Tommedicu, Mr. Brasher, Mr. 
alansevoort, and Mr, Schenck, bo a Committes to examine 

I the Letters and Papers received since the dissolution of 
the Inst Provincial Congress, and to report the steps neces- 
sary to be taken thereon. 

Resolved and Ordered, That Messts. Jacobus Van 
Zandt, James Beekman, Abraham Brasher, John Ray, 
and Comfort Sands, or any majority of thom, be a Com- 
mittee to audit all Accounts which aro or shall be payablo, 
or produced for payment, in this Colony, for any charges 
or disbursements accrued, or that may accrue on account 
of the United Colonies, or by means, or on account of, 
any order of this Congress, and that they, or a Fanny of 
them, do certify on every Account by them audited, how 
much shall be paid on, or for such Account; and 

Resolved and Ordered, further, That the Treasurer 
appointed by this Congress be authorized to pay and dis- 
charge on all such Accounts so audited, such sum or stums 
ag shall be certified by the said Comittee, or a major part 
of them, to be due and payable on or for such Accounts. 

Resolved and Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Liv. 
ingston, Esq., bo Treasurer for this Congress, of all mo- 
noy received, or to be recoived, or that shal} bo issued in 
this Colony, for tho goneral defence of America, or the 
Continental sorvice, or the particular defence or service of 
this Colony. 

Tho Congress then adjourned till three o’clock, this af 
ternoon. 


Wodnesday, Decomber 6, P.M. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 


Prosant: Colonel Woodhull, President. 

For the City and County of New-York.—Mr. Cortlandt, 
Mr, Ray, Captain Rutgers, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr, Beck- 
man, Mr, Sands, Colonol Brasher, Colonel McDougall, 

Suffolk.—Mr, L’Hommedieu, My. Hobart, 

Albany, —Mr, Gansevoort, Colonel Nicall, Captain Cuyler, 
Mr, Bleecker, Colonel Renssolaer. 

Westchester.—Colonel Giaham, Colonel Josoph Diake, 
Colonel Gilbert Diake, 

King’s. —Mr, Leffortse, 

Dutichess.—Mr, Humphreys, Mr. Gilbert Livingston, Mr. 
Schenck, 

Ulster. —-Mr. Palmer, Mr. Cantino, Mr. Wynkoop, 

For Goshen Precinet, Orange County.—Mr. Clowos. 

" Mr. Palmer delivered in the Returns of the Ofticors of 

three Companios of Minute-Men in Ulster County, which: 

were read, approved of, and ordered to be filed, 
Ordered, That the Commissions issue to the Officers of 
thé said three Companies as clocted and returned. 


Agreed, unanimously, That Captain John Grenell bo 
recommended to the Continental Congiess to ba releasod 
fromn his present duty, and recommended for Captain of a 
Company of Matrosses, and that a Lettor he wrote to the 
Continental Congress for that purpose. ' 


Ordered, That Mr, Palmer and Mv. Schenck be a Com~ 
mittee (o view the Arms at Allen’s, the Gunsmith’s, want- 
ed to be purchased for Lord Sterling, and that they agree 
for them, or such of them as they think proper, and at such 
price as they think reasonable, 


* Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Congress, that 
additional Barracks be immediately built at the Fortifica- 
tiong on the banks of the ZIudson’s river, in the High- 
Janda, which,y-with those already built, will be capable of 
quartering one thousand men; and also a Magazine suffi- 
gient to“contain provisions for the like number of men for 
one month. 

* Ordered, That the Commissionerg appointed to super- 
Jiitend the building of the snid Fortifications do provide the 
rhaterials necessary for building the said Bartdcks and Ma- 

pazine, and they do cause the same to be built and com- 
Pieely finished as soon as possible. 
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The Congress then proceaded to hear all inol Papers 
and Letters betweon the Commissioners at the Fortifica- 
tions and Bernard Romans, Engineer ; and theroupon 

Ordered, That Messrs, Nicoll, Palmer, and Joseph 
Drake, be a Committee to repair to the Fortifications in the 
Highlands, and endeavour to accommodate tho difference 
subsisting between the Commissioners for erecting tho said 
Fortifications and the Enginocr ; and in case they shall not 
be ablo to accommodate the said difference, to give such 
directions as they may think necossary for expediting the 
work of tha anid Fortifications, in such mannor as they 
shall judge best for the publick service ; and mala report as 
woll of the true causes of such difference, with all nocessa- 
ry facts relating to the same, as of such directions as they 
shall have given for expediting the said work, 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., 08 
Treasurer of this Congress, do advance and pay to Mr. 
John Berrien, as Commissary for tha Commissioners for 
erecting the Fortifications on tho banks*of Ludson’s River, 
in tho Ilighlands, and one of the said Commissioners, the 
sum of one thousand Pounds on account, to enablo him to 
discharge the like sum lately borrowed in the recess of the 
Provincial Congress of this Colony, by Mr, Berrien and 
two other gentiomon, to discharge debts necessarily con- 
tracted for necessaries for the said Fortifications. Pe 


Whorens, great inconveniences may arise if any Sudlers 
or Retajlors of Liquor should be Renn bien to suttle or rotail 
Liquors among the Artificers nnd Labourers at the Fortifi- 
entions in the Lighlands, 

Resolved and Ordered, That tho Commissioners at the 
Fortifications in tho Elgyhlands do not permit or suffer any 
Sutlor or Retailer of Liquor of any kind, or under any de- 
nomination whatever, to remain at or near the said Wortifi« 
cations, amongst tho Mechanicks, Laboureis, or othar pare 
sons at or about the suid Tortificntions, except such as aro* 
specially appointed by the commanding Ofticar of the Con- 
tinental Troops, for the time being, among his own ‘T'roops 
only, under his direction, and subject to military law. 

Tho Congress adjourned till ten o’clock, to-morrow 
morning. 


Thursday A, M., Docomber 7, 1776, 
Tho Congress motggursuant to adjournmant, 


Present: Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, President. 

For New-Yorks—Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Brasher, Captain 
Rutgors, Mr*Ray, Mr, Bockman Mr, Sands, Colonel 
McDougall, Mr. Cortlandt, Mi. Van Zandt, Mr. Scott. 

Albany.—Colonol Rensselaor, Captain Cuylor, Colonel 
Nicoll, Mr. Bleookor, Mr, Gansovoort, 

Dutchess—Mr, Uumphreys, Mr. Gilbert Livingston, Mr, 
Schenck, 

Ulster.—Mr, Cantine, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Palmer. 

Sujfolke.—Mr, Hobart, Mr. L’Hommodiou, Mr. Strong. 

King’s.—Mr. Vanderbilt, Mr, Loffortse, ' 

Westchester.—-Colonel Josoph Drake, Colonel Graham, 
Colonel Gilbert Drake, 

For Goshen Precinct, Orange County.—Mr, Clowes, 

A Letter from Egbert Benson, Eisq., Chairman of the 
Committe of Dutchess County, informing the Congress of 
a new Committeo’s being chosen for thesaid County; that 
thoy had again honoured him with the Chair; that, as he 
resides in the extreme part of the County, many incon« 
veniencos might arise, if all matters respecting the said 
County should be directed to bim, and therefore, at i 
meeting of the said Committee, thoy had appointed Col, 
Freer, Capt, Platt, and Messrs, John Child, pe Schenele, 
ang Peter Tappan, (all rgsiding at Poughieepsie,) a Com~ 
mittee of Correspondenca, and raquasting that all Letters, 
&e., fiom this Congress respecting their County, be dircot. 
od in fature to those gentlemen, was read and filed. 

Another Letter from Egbert Benson, Esq., Chairman of 
tht Committee of Dutchess County, dated November 28, 
1775, wos read and filed, and is in the words following : 

“Rod Hoolt, Dutchess County, Noyombor 28, 1778, 


Sir: Iam now*to acknowlodge tho receipt of a letter 
from some individual members of our lato Congress, ent 
closing copies of certain resolutions of the Continental Coft- 
gress, of the 8th inst., respecting a number of men to ba 
furnished by this County for the usa of the-fortress in the 
Highlands. : for 
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«Ths lettor came to hand the 18th inst., and I would im- 
mediataly have called the County Committee together, but 
found it would be the saving anly of a few days, the stated 
meeting being the 27th, and therofore, with the unanimous 
advice of the friends of the cause in tho neighbourhood, I 
thought proper to defor the matter till that time, especially 
ag the calling a special meeting, the members being dis- 
porsed through the County, is attended with considerable 
expense. There was a circumstance, also, of which I sup- 
posed the Congress ignorant, that induced me to think that 
the business did not require such immediate despatch, 
namely, that Captain Havens with fihy men, belonging to 
the Continental aot (the party that escorted the Chambly 
garrison to Connection?) were on their march to garrison 
the fortification. 

 ] Jnid the letter before our General Committee on Mon- 
day last, who ordered me to write to the Colonels of the 
two Minute regiments in the County, desiring them each to 
hold a company in Teadiness to march at a minute’s warn- 
ing, with a request also, that those gentlemen would imme- 
diately write to the commanding officer at the fortress, in- 
forming him of the places of rendezvous of their respective 
regiments.» 

“This measure was advised by three members of the 
Continental Congress, whom I saw as they passed through 
this County in their way to the noithward, ‘Chey informed 
mo that they hnd been at the fort where thoy had left part 
of two companies, and that when Mv, {Taverns arrived with 
his party there would be men sufliciont for its present 
defonce, or at loast as many as could conveniently bo ac- 
commodated, and therefore proposed that we should only 
hold a company or two ready to march upon an emergency, 

“T have the pleasure to inform the Congress, that seve- 
ral companies havo not only turned out as volunicors, but 

*have, both men and officers, solicited the service. 

*T remain, by order of the Commities, your very hum- 

blo servant, “Eavexr Benson, Chairman, 


Nathaniel Woodhull, lsq., President of the Provincial 

Congress, New- York,” 

Ordered, That Messrs. Roosevelt and John Van Cort- 
landt wait on the Speaker of the Genoral Assembly of this 
Colony, and inform him that the Provincial Congress, find- 
ing it inconvenient to meet in the Exchange, intend to re- 
move lo the Assembly Chamber, and request him to direct 
the Clerks of the Assembly to take proper care of the Books 
and Papers of the Gengral Assombly in sifeh mannor as he 
shall direct. 

Messrs, Roosevelt and Van Cortland? returned, and in- 
formed the Congress that the Speaker of the Genoral As- 
sembly has ordered Mr. Bancker to take care of the Books 
and Papers of the General Assembly, and that the Con- 
gross may usa the said room immediately. 

Tho Lotter or Note of Licutenants Borough and Rich. 
avdson of yesterdny was read, and is in tho words follow- 


ADE VIR» Now-York, Dooombor 6, 1775, 

“ Lieutenants Borough and Richardson, of the Twenty- 
Sixth Regiment, now upon their parole in this town, request 
to be informed by the Provincial Congress of New-Yorle 
what route the garwson of St. John’s has taken, and also re- 
quest that they would lengthen the enclosed papers fourteen 
days, with permission to remain a few days at Perth-Am- 
boy. Their answer to the above, sent to Mis, Airy’s, will 
much oblige those gentlemen,” 

The Certificates of General Schuyler of the parole of 
those gentlemen, enclosed in the note or card above copied, 
were also read. a ¥ 

An answer to Lieutenants Borough and Richardson was 
read and approved, and is in tho words following, to wit: 

The Provincial Congress informs Lieutenants Borough 
and Riskardson, that they are not apprized of tho route 
the garrison of St, John’s huve taken; that they conccivo 
it out of their province to lengthen the parole of Genoral 
Schuyler, and that the Congress conceive Colonel MeDou- 

all, as commanding officer in this cy, to be the proper 
person to be applied to with réspect to their going to the 
westward. oe 

Ordered, That the said answer, with the Certificates of 
the General, be sent to Lieutenants Borough and Richard- 
son, by the Doorkeepet. 

* 
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Colonel MeDougall moved (seconded by Captain Cruy- 

as in the words following, viz: 
move that Jacobus Oostrun, Johannes Mediar, and 

Barnt Lewis, be kept in close confinement in the jail of 
Dutchess County, at their 1espective expense, until the fore 
ther order of this or some future Congress; and that suolr 
of them who have not means to support themselves, bo 
maintained at the publick expense; provided the want of 
such means shall appear to the satisfaction of the Commit- 
tea of that County. 

Debates arose on the said motion; and the question 
being put thereon, it was carried in tho affirmative, in man- 
ner following, to wit: 


For the Agirmative. For the Negatives 
3 Albany, 2 King's, 
2 Suffollc. = 
2 Woatohoutor, 2 votos, 
2 Ulster. 


A New-York, 
2 Dutehoss, 


16 votes, 

Resolved, therefore, That Jacobus Oostrwn, Johannes 
Medlar, and Barnt Lewis, be kept in close confinement in 
the Jail of Dutchess County, at their respective expense, 
until the further order of this or some future Congress ; 
and that such of them who bave not means to support 
themselves, be maintained at the publick expense; pro- 
vided the want of such means shall nppoar to the satisfao~ 
tion of the Committee of that County. 

Ordered, That a copy of this Resolution be forwarded 
to tho Committee of that County, 

Messrs. Palmer and Schenck, the Committee appointed 
for purchasing one hundred stand of Arms for the Jersey 
Forces, roportod that they have agreed with Jacamiah vis 
Jen for sixty three-quarter bore, and forty of five-cighth 
bore Muskaots, with double-bridle Locks, Bayonets, and 
Sonbbards, complete, at four pounds each; to be complete 
in ten days, 

Mr, WZodart, from the Committee appointed to examina 
the Accounts of the ‘Treasurer, delivered in their Report, 
which was read, and is in tho words following, to wit: 

Your Committeo report, that they havo oxamined the 
Treasuror’s Account, and find that the money has been 
regularly paid in consequence of orders fiom the Commit- 
teo of Accounts, but that no separation has been made bo- 
tweon tho Continental charges and those which aro morely 
Provincial, which your Committee are of opinion ought to 
be done. 

Ordored, That Mr, Pettit, the Doorkeeper of this Con- 
gress, do wait upon Messrs, Peter Van Brugh Livingston, 
Joseph Hallett, Thomas Smith, Benjamin Kissam, John 
Morton, Isaac Sears, Gabriel IV. Ludlow, and Boujamin 
Hele, Deputies with others chosen to represent the City 
and County of New-¥orz, in this Congress, and desire 
them to take thoir seats in Congress, or assign their reasons 
for thoir non-attondance, without delay; and that the Sec- 
eet do furnish the said Deputies with a copy of this 
order. 

The Congress adjourned till threo o’olock, this after- 
noon, 


Thuyaday, P, M,, Decomber 7, 1775. : 
Tho Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 


Prosent: Colonel Woodhull, President. 

For New- York.—Col, Brasher, Mr. Beekman, Mr. Ray, 
Seam McDougall, Captain Rutgeis, Mr. Scott, Mr 
Sands, 

Albany,—Captain Bleecker, Mr. Gansevoort, Mr, Nicoll, 
Captain Cuyler, Colonel Rensselaer, 

Dutchess.—Mr. Humphroys, Mr. Gilbort Livingston, My. 
Schenck, 

Ulster. —Mr. Cantino, Mr. Palmer, 

Westchester.—Colonel Josoph Drake, Colonel Graham, 
Colonel Gilbert Drake, ; 

Suffolle.—Mr. lobart, Mr. Strong, Mr. 1Hommedig 

King's. ~My. Vanderbilt, Mr. Leffortso. Ae 
Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston;: 

Treasurer of this Congress, do advance to John: 28 

as Commissary of the Conrmissioners for eredting tie E 

tifications on the banks of Eudson’s riverj int the Highs 

lands, and one of the said Commissioner, the sum of onc 
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thousand pounds; for the necossar'y purposes of erecting the 
said Fortifications, and defraying the debts contracted on 
account thereof’; that Mr. Berrien send up such part there- 
of to the other Commissioners as he may think proper or 
necessary, and retain the residue thereof in his own hands, 
to discharge the debts alieady contracted, or that may no- 
cessaiily be contracted by him as Commissary for the said 
Commissioners, and one of the said Commissioners, 


— 


Frnday Morning, Docombor 8, 1775, 

The Congress met puisuant to adjournment. 

Present: Colonel Woodhull, President. 

For New-Yorkt.—Captain Rutgers, Mr. Smith, Colonel 
Brasher, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Sands, Mr. Beek- 
man, Mr. Ray, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Van Zandt. 

Albany.—Colonel Rensselaer, Colonel Nicoll, Mr. Gan- 
sevoort, Mr. Bleecker, Captain Cuyler. 

Dutchess—Mr, Gilbert Livingston, Mr. Lumphroys, Mr. 
Schenck, 

Ulster.—Mr, Cantine, Mr. Palmer, 

Goshen Precinct, Orange County—Mr. Clowes, 

Westchester.—Colonel Graham, Colonel Gilbert Drake, 
Colone] Joseph Diake, 

Suffoll—Mr. Strong, Mr. Eobart. 

King’s—Mr. Vandeibilt, Mr, Lefteitse. 

A dvaft of a Letter to the Won, John Lancock, Fisq., 
President of the Continontal Congress, was read and ap- 
proved of, and is in the words following, to wit: 

In Provinoiat Congiess, Now-York, Decomber 8, 1775. 

Sm: Wo aro honoured with your favour of November 
the 8d, enclosing resolves of Congress mayecsiny the ox- 
portation of the protluce of tho United Colonies ; tho con- 
duct to he observed by the Colonies, which are not inclu- 
ded in the Restraining Act, &c. ; of the 9th, by oxpross, 
enclosing resolves of Congross touching tho fortresses on 
Hludson’s viver, in the Lighlands; of the 10th, eoncern- 
ing the clothing of the army in the Noithorn department ; 
and of the 27th, requesting us to furnish Lord Stirding 
with what fire-arms wo could conveniently spare. 

It gives us pain that lottors of such great importanco 
should remain so long unanswered ; but the late Provincial 
Congress having broke up without appointing a Committee 
of Safety, and the prosent Congress not mecting till yes 
terday, has prevented their being properly noticed. Tow. 
over, a considerablo number of the members who wore in 
tawn, took upon themselves to give directions for the exe- 
outing such Ve of the rosolves, respecting tho fortresses 
in the Hightands, a8 would not adit of delay, and for 
oxpoditing the clothing of the army, which we hopo is, be« 
foro this, safoly arrived in Albany, 

Not having any fuo-arms bolonging to the Colony 
which could be spared, a Committeo has been appointed 
to purchaso thom ly the city, who have engaged one hun- 
dred stand, to be ready in ten days. 

We shall tiso tho utmost despatch to complete every 
thing committed to our caro rospeoting tho fortifleations on 
Hudson's siver, Tho delay in our moeting has prevented 
the raising the artillery company directed by Congress. 
Wa have nominated Captain John Grenell, of Colonel 
Clinton’s regiment, as the most proper person we can 
meet with for the command of an artillery company. Le 
now commands a détachment of that rogiment at the post 
in the Highlands, from whence we cannot call him without 
leave of the Congress, As his company is at present in- 
complete, and the time of inlistment is nearly expired, wo 
beg leave to suggest whether it would not be proper to 
leave the company under the command of his first licu- 
tenant for the present. 

We pray the sense of Congress on this mattor as soon 
as possible; and at the same time to be informed what is 
the establishment of the attillery with respoct to pay, 
qlothing, add arms. 

We ate not but the resqlves of Congress, of Novem: 
ber 1, wil] be most religiously observed by tho inhabitants 
of this Colony, : 

It gives us the highest satisfaction to find that our oon- 
duat, respecting the commerce of this Colony, meets with 
the approbation of the Congress; and the polite manner 
in which you are pleased to’ communicate their vote of 
banks, demands our most grateful acknowledgments. 


: 
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We havo tho honour to be, with the highest ne ee and 
esteem, sir, your most obedient, humble servants. 


To the fon. John Hancoeke*Prosident of the Congress. 


P.S, We beg leavo to inform the Congress, that in oba- 
dience to their order, three companies of minuto-men they 
directed, with their proper officers, nro stationed in the 
Highlands, near tho fortifications, and under the command 
of Captain John Grenell, (ho prosent commanding ofticor 
of the Continental forces at tho fortress, 


Ordered, Vhat a copy thereof he engrossed, and signed 
by tho President, and transmitted, 

A draft of n Letter to the Delegates of this Colony at 
Continental Congress, was read and approved of, and is in 
the words following, to wits 

Tn Provincial Congress, Now-York, Dooombor 8, 1776, 


Genrumwnn: At this late date wo acknowledge the re~ 
coipt of your fhvoms of 3d, Mth, and 28h Novemdar Inst, 
having been, till the 6th inst., in the unhappy predicament 
of not having mombers sufliciont to nuke a Congiess. 

We are much obliged to you for putting it in our power 
to recommend, through you, an officer to command at the 
fortress in the Itighlands. We avo fully of opinion with 
you, gentlemen, that the peison to fill that important office 
should be not only of the stiictest honesty and fidelity, but 
nlso wall acquainted with tho pass he must defend, We 
thorefaro recommend (ilbert Livingston, Isq., Mrs Hil- 
liam Bedlow, Mr, Lhomas Crenedl, and My. Jonathan 
Lawrence, ag poisons qualified for that sorvice. 

We aro pleased to find thore has bean aa order passed in 
our favour for fifty thousand dollas, and heartily wish the 
money here, as we have many prossing calls, and nota fire 
thing to satisfy them. Wo onrnestly ontrent your almost 
endeavoms to have it forwarded to us ag soon ay possible, © 

The five hundred pounds of powder sont to tho fort in 
tho Highlands, was a very soasonable supply, vs that poss 
would have remained in an almost defenceless stato with 
out it’ This Colony is so destitute of powder, that wo are 
obligod to take the liberty of desiring you to be extremely 
pressing in Congress for tho repayment of the debt dua to 
us in that articlo, 

Yours of the 8d instant we shall duly notice ay soon na 
wo havo expedited tho ony very pressing matters which 
have grown on our hands by occasion of our vot boing a 
hody suflicient to do business for so long a tins, 

Wo aie, genif men, your most obediont servants, 


‘To tho New- Yorde Dologates in Continental Congress. 


Ordered, Thut a copy therval bu engrossed, and signed 
by the Presidunt, and transmittod, 

Captain John McNackten, who arrived Inst ovoning from 
London, boing requosted hy Congress to attand, and ats 
tending at the door, was called in and oxamined 3 and is 
examination being reduced to writing, and read to him, he 
declared it was uly taken, and wos thereupon filed. 


A Cortificate fiom the Committoo of the City of News 
Yori, was rond und filed, and is in tho words following, 
to wit: 

"Committes Chambor, Now-York, Docombor 8, 1775, 

The Gonoral Committee herchy reeommond H4aliian 
Leary as 0 suitable person for a Town-Major, and request 
ho may he commissioned accordingly, 

“Joun Broonn, Chairman pro tem. 
To the Honourable tho Provincial Congress, in Netw 

York.” 

_ Ordered, That 2 Commission Be issuod to the said F442 
licm Leary, os Town-Mejor of the City of Now- Yori, 
agreeably to the said recommendation. 

A Cortificate from tho Committee of the City of Now 
Yorie, was read and filed, and is in tho words following, to 
wits ° 

“Committoo Chamber, Now-York, Docombor 5, 1778. 

The General Committco hereby recommend Pefor 
Pra Pan Zandt for first Major, and Patrick Welsch Ads 
Jutant to the said regiment of militia, and request they pay 
be commissioned accordingly, 

“Joun Broone, Chairman pro ten, 


“To the Honourable the Provinelal i 
Fore,” f nen Congress in Nowa 
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Galea That Commissions be issued to those gentle- 
men accordingly, 

Colonel McDougall infortaed the Congress that one 
Speight, a druggist, who formerly lived in this city, and 
rotorned here last evening fiom London, and had in many 
instances shown himself inimical to the interest and liber- 
ties of the American Colonies, was last evening appre- 
hended hy some of the militia officers ; that he had thought 
it his duty to have him confined at the Guard-hause, until 
he should have the orders of this Congress ; that a number 
of letters which had been taken in custady of the said 
Speight, had been sealed up in a wiapper in presence of 
the said Speight, and were now delivered into the Con- 
gress for their order. 

Thereupon, Ordered, That Mr. Scott, Mr. Roosevelt, 
and Mr, Gitéert Livingston, be a Committee to open, ex- 
amine, and inspect all the said Letteis, and report such of 
them tg this Congrgss as they shall find relating to publick 
matters, or necessary to ba read by this Congress. 


A Petition of the General Committee of tho City and 
County of New-Yorle, was read and filed, and is in tho 
words following, to wit: 


“7% the Honourable the Provincial Congress for the 
Province of Nuw-Yonx. 
“The Petition of the General Committee ve the City and 
County of Nuw-Youx humbly shaweth 
That your Petitionors having been informed that a 
body of troops, from a neighbouring Colony, did lately 
inake their fulliee entry into this city at noon-day, and 
did seize and carry off tho typos belonging to ono of the 
publick printars* of this Colony, without any authority fiom 
the Continental or this Congress, your Petitionors, or any 
eather body having powor to grant such authaity; and 
being apprehensive that such incutsions, should they be 
repeated, will be productive of many great and evil con- 
sequences to the inhabitants of such placo into which they 
may be heioafter mado, do therefore conceive it highly 
necessary, in the present situation of publick affiits, as 
well for the sake of tho internal poaco and hamony of 
agch Colony, as for the maintenance of the goneral union 
of the Continent, now happily subsisting and so essential 
at this junaturo, that each of the associated Colonies on tha 
Continont should have the sole management and regulation 
of its publick matters by iis Congress or Committeo, unless 
othorvise directed by tho honourable the Continental Con- 
183, 
ee Your Patitioners therefore do most humbly piay that 
this honourable [louse of Delogates would be pleased to 
tako the premises into their consideration, and devise somo 
expedient to prevent, for the future, the inhabitants of any 
of the neighbouring Colonics coming into this, to direct 
the publick afvirs of it, or to destroy the property or in- 
yade the liborty of its inhabitants, without the direction of 
the Continental or this Congress, or the Committeo of 
Safoty, or the Committee of tho County into which such 
inhabitants may come, or of the Continontal Genoials, un- 
loss there should be an invasion made into this Colony, 
* And your Petitioners shall forever pray, 8:0. 
“ By ordar of the Committee: 
“Joun Broom, Chairman pro tem.” 
Tha said Petition was taken into consideration, and de- 
bates arose thereon ; and afler somo timo spent thereon, 
Ofdered, That Mr. Scott, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Thomas 
Smith, Mr. Gansevoort, and My. Brasher, be a Committee 
ta take the said Petition into consideration, and report 
thereon with all convenient speed. < 
It being represented to the Congress that Mr, John Bor- 
rien, Commissary for the Commissioners for erecting the 
Fortifications in the ZdghZande, and one of the said Com- 
missioners, is entirely disintorested in any controversies or 
dificalties that have arisen or subsisted bates the offer 
Commissioners and the Mngincer, and at the same time 
well acquainted therewith ; that the said John Berrien has 
also some influence with the other Commissioners, and 
with the Engineer, and is properly qualified to assist the 
Committee appointed to go up to the said Fortifications, 
totake examinations, and reduce them to writing if neces- 
sary. Therefore, t vat 
{* Jamea Rivington,] 
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Ordered, That My. John Berrien be requested to pra- 
ceed with the Committee of this Congress, appointed for 
that purposo, to the said Forlifications in the Elighlands, 
to ngsist the said Committee in taking oxaminations, aud 
in every other matter relating to the said Vortifications, in 
which they may need his aid and assistance, or find it 
useful. 

Colonel Me Dougall informed the Congiess, that Mr. 
Bernard Romans is in want of cash, and requests an order 
for a month's pay. 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., as Trea~ 
surer of this Congress, advance to Bernard Romans, the 
sum of fifty dollars, on account of his pay, and take his 
receipt for the same. 

The Congress then adjourned to three o'clock, this after- 
noon, 


Dio Vonoria, 3 ho. F, M., Decembor 8, 1776, 
The Congress mot pussuant to adjournment, ' 
Present: Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President, 

For New-York.—Col, MeWougall, Mr. Thomas Smith, 
Colonel Brasher, My. Beekman, Mr, Scott, Mr. John 
Van Cortlandt, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Ray, Captain Rut- 
gers, Mr, Sands, 

Albany. —Colone! Van Rensselaer, Colonel Nicoll, Capt. 
Cuyler, Mr. Gansevoort, Mr. Bleecker, 

Dutchess County,—M. Livingston, Mr. Humphreys, Mr. 
Schenck. 

Ulster.—Mr, Cantino, 

Goshen Precinct, in Orange County,—Mr. Clowes, 

Syne County —Mr. L’Hommedieu, Mr. Strong, Mr. 

lobart. 

Westchester —Colonel 14, Graham, Colonel Joseph Drake, 
Colonel Gilbert Drake, 

King’s County.—Mr. Leflertse, Mr. Vandorbilt. 

Ordered, That Doctor John Jones and Doctor Treat be 
requested to mako out with all conyonient spead, a list or 
astimato of Instruments and Medicines negessary for the 
Colony in its present alarming stato, and report the same 
to this Congress. 

Mr. Hobart, from the Committee to oxamine the Trea- 
suver’s Accounts, and to state the sums paid to tho Contir 
nental Troops by this Congress, that the Account may be 
sent to General Schuyler, proceedad to \eport the sums 

nid by this Congress to the Continental Tioaps. After 
having proceeded through a considerable part of the said 

Accounts, A 
Ordered, That they be recommitted to the same Com- 

milleo to state, and finish tho sane, and propare a draft of 

a Letter to Gonoial Schuyler to attend tha said Accounts, 


Mr. Thomas Smith moved, and was seconded by Mr. 
James Beekman, thar this Congress immediately take 
into consideration his Excellency Governour Lryon’s Let- 
tor of tho 4th instant, addrossed (o the inhabitants of this 
Colony, and express the senso of their constituents by the 
following Resolves, viz: 

Resolved, first, That the disturbed state of this Colony 
owes its origin to the misconduct of the Commander-in« 
chief of His Majesty’s Forces in America, in procéoding to 
acts of open hostility against the jnbabitanis of the Masza- 
chusetis-Bay, at a time when he and all the other Govern- 
ours on the Continent were possessed of the Parliamen- 
tay Resolution of the 20th February last, and before the 
sume had been tendered for the consideration of the Colo- 
nies; that as that resolution was designed “to compose 
the present ferments in tho Provinces, and intended for the 
basis of an accomodation,” it was but reasonable fo expect 
that all hostilities would coaso, ti] ihe result of their 
determinations were known; that the news of the attack 
at Lewtngton immediately threw this Colony into convul- 
sions, inflamed the minds of the inhabitants, led them to 
distrust the justice and candour of Govornment, and filled 
them with alarming apprehensions, that it was the desig 
of Administration to force their assent to a requisition of 
last importance to them and their posterity, with th 
of the bayonet; that the inhabitants of this O¢ 
sidered General Gage’s conduct in this ingtad 
only reflecting the highest dishonour on GaverHinents 
injurious to the character of the British naiot,“hot'lighl 
insulting and disgraceful to a free people; ‘arid, therefore, 
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justly alarmed and incensed by the slaughter of their follow- 
subjects, they naturally fled to arms for their defence. 

Resoived, secondly, That the inhabitants of this Colony 
justly borst the most unshaken loyalty to their Sovereign, 
the warmest attachment to the succession of the Crown 
in the illustrious House of Hanover, the highest veneration 
for the principles of the Revolution, the most tender affec- 
tion for their brethren in Great Britain and Ireland, and 
an ardent desire to maintain the ancient union of the two 
countries on constitutional principles, notwithstanding the 
unexampled severities of the prosent Administration ; that, 
retaining the principle of their ancestors, that allegiance 
and protection are so inseparably connected that the former 
cannot exist where the latter is withheld, if any thing has 
yaaa: in the conduct of any that would countenance a 
charge of withholding their allegiance from their Sovereign, 
it must be attributed to an apprehension that all protection 
was withdrawn from them; that when the present unhappy 
controversy is settled on equitable principles, which is tho 
sincere wish of every good man, His Majesty will find his 
American subjects as ready to afford him overy mark of 
their affection and loyalty as thoy manifested before tho 
commencemant of the presant troubles, unless, by the long 
continuance of this unnatutal war, their affection should be 
stifled by acts of oppression, and drowned in blood, 

Resolved, thirdly, That this Congress conceive it highly 
necessary and expedient that His Majesty should know 
the sense of this Colony on the Parliamentary Resolution 
of tho 24th February, in such a way as his Uxcollency 
may conceive to be most constitutional, and they cannot 
but considor the Governour’s address to the inhabitants, a3 
a mark of his affection to them, and as proceoding from 
an anxious desire for a re-establishmont of that harmony 
that has been so long interrupted by tho misrapresentations 
and artifices of evit and dosigning men, 

Resolved, fourthly, That this Congress cannot but ox- 
press their concern that his Excellency has thought it expo- 
diont for his personal safoty to withdraw for some timo past 
from the usual place of his residence ; tliat should he think 
proper to return to this city, which is the sincero wish of 
the people, this Congress conceive it to bo tho bounden 
duty of the inhabitants to protect him both in his person 
and property. 

After many debates on the said motion, and the Resolu- 
tions thereto annexed, in pursuance of ono of the rules 
of this Congress, at the request of the Membors of Albany, 
Ulster, and Dutchess Counties, 

Ordered, That tho further consideration thereof be post- 
ponad till noxt Monday, 

The Committee appointed to open and examino all the 
Letters taken from Speight, roported, that thoy had oponad 
and examinod all tho said Letters; that they aro of opi- 
nion, that only two of tho said Lotters contain any such 
publick intelligence as that they should be read in Con- 
Snag wits A Letter from Colonel Maunsell to Peter 

‘an Schaack, and a Lotter from Miles Coaper to Doctar 
ae: Bach’ of tho said Letters were accordingly 
read. 3 

Ordered, That the Sccretarios take a copy of the said 
Letter from Colonel Maunsell to Mr. Van Schaack, and a 
copy of the Letter from Miles Cooper to Doctor Auchmiuty; 
and that all the other Letters be sealed by the said Com- 
mittee who examined them, and put them in such way 
that they may be forwarded agreeably to their respective 
directions. 


The Congress adjourned until to-morrow morning, 


Dio Sabbati, 10 ho, A. M., Docombor 9, 1775, 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment, 

Presents Nathaniel Woodhull, Eesq., President, 

For New- York.—Colonel McDougall, Mr. Thomas Smith, 
Colonsl Brasher, Mr. Beckman, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. 
aemerae Mr, Ray, Captain Rutgers, Mr. Sanda, Me, 

ott, 

Albany,—Colonel Nicoll, Colonel Ronsselacr, 

. Cuyler, Mr. Bleecker, Mr.,Gansevoort, 

Dutchess.—Mr. Humphreys, Mr. Schenck, Mr. Gilbert 


Captain 


ete 


-zalulvingston, 
War Me Cantine, 
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Goshen, Orange County.—Mr, Clowes, 

Suffolle.—Mr, Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Mr, Strong. 

Wesichester.—Colonel L, Geaham, Colonel Josoph Drake, 
Colonel Gilbert Drake. 

King's. —Mr. Loffertso, Mr. Vanderbilt. 

Ordered, That My. Vanderbilt bo ndded to the Com- 
mittea for examining tho Accounts of the ‘Treasurer of this 
Congress, instond of Mr, Palmer, who is one of tho Com- 
mittee orderad to go up to the new Fortifications in tho 
Highlands. 

A draft of a Lettor to Goneral Schuyler was road, and 
approved of, and is in tho words following, to wit: 

" In Provinoial Congress, Now-York, Docombor 9, 1778, 

Sin: Your favours of the Tth, 18th, and 20th Novem. 
ber, came duly to hand, but our not being able to form a 
Congress till the Gth inst., has occasioned their remaining 
so long unanswerad. ‘ 

Tforewith you have enclosed an acount of the ‘moneys 
advanced by us for the paymont of tho Continental troops. 
We have frequent applications from discharged soldiers for 
arrears of pay, As nothing is montioned about it in thoir 
discharges, we are at a loss how to conduct towards them. 
We beg you will please to give directions to the proper 
officers to prevent this inconyenionce for the future. 

Wo reesive with yory great satishiotion your congratu« 
lations on the glorious success of tha Continental Army in 
Canada ; ond wo con assure you, that it 8 much heightened 
by tho consideration, that we recommended the Gonerals 
who have with so much activity and success conductod an 
oxpedition which was attondod with difficulties thought to 
ho insuporable by those who wore acquainted with thom, 

Wo hinvo tho honour to bo, with vory great respoct, 
sir, your most obedient, humble servants. 

Ordered, That 0 copy thereof bo engrossed, and signed* 
by the Prasident, and transmitted, 

Tho Account of tha Paseye advanced to the ‘Troops 


raised in this Colony, enclosed in the said Lettor, is in tho 
words and figures following 


1776, July 6, Colonel McDougall, subsist- 


ence for the Iivst Rogimont, £800 0 0 
Aug’t.7, Colonel Clinton, subsistence for 

his Regiment, ~ - » » » 1600 0 0 
“ Colonel McDougall, subsistonco 

for his Regiment, « - ~ ~ 600 0 0 
“ Col, Pan Cortlandt, subsistence 

of Colonel L/olmes’s Rogimunt, 200 0 0 
“ Colonel Van Schaack, subsistence 

for his Rogimont, ~ ~ » ~ 1000 0 0 
* 12, Colonel Lolmes, subsistence for his 

Rogimont, - ~ » « ~ =» 700 0 0 
* 29, Robert Johnson, of Colonel Clin» 

ton’s Regiment, subsistonee for 

his Company, « - » «= » 100 6 
 30,Colonol Lolmes, subsistence for 

his Regiment, » ~ ~ = » 600 0 
* 31,Colonel McDougall, subsistonce of 

Captain Lamd’s Company of 

Artillory, + + = » » - 250 0 0 

Sep’t. 2, Major Tuthill, of the Fourth Re- 

giment, two months’ subsist. 

ence for himself, and Job Atul. 

Jord, Adjutant of said Rog’t, 41 6 8 
“ Colonel McDougall, subsistenco 

for his Regiment, - - ~ ~ 500 0 0 
“« 4,Colonel McDougall, subsistence 

for his Regiment, - - + ~ 100611 | 
fg, Liontenant William Crane, of Col. 

Lolmes’s Rogiment, subsist 

ence for his Roginent, « -» 80 0 0 
& 23, Ca bale hi artis subsistonca 
* for his Comptny, = « « = 192 
« 28, Capt. John Tutbort tivo monthy’ pee 

subsistence for him and two 

Subalterys, - «= - « 4 » 87 668 
* 23, Capt. Daniel Griffin, two months! 

subsistence for him, and two 

Subalterns,- . . « « 87 6 8 


“ 28, Captain Grifin, subsistence for 
his Company, - « « » « 217 Ool} 


897, 


Spit d0hCe ptain John Grencll, subsistence 
for his Company, - - ~ ~ 

Oct. 2, Andrew Moodie, Adjutant of the 
Third Regiment, subsistence 

for his Company, - - - - 

2, Colonel McDougall, subsistence of 
First Regiment, - - ~ - 

13, Capt. John Grenell, subsistence 
for his Company, - - - - 

Nov. 2,Colonel McDougall, subsistence 
for his Regiment, - - + - 600 0 


£8,508 3 114 


Mr. Zhomas Smith moved, and was seconded by Mr. 
Leffertse, in the words following to wit: 

T thove that a Committee be appointed to draft a Let- 
ter to our Delegates, stating the present situation of this 
Colony, and the senge of this Congress on the measures 
necessat'y to be taken in the present alarming state of our 
publick affairs. 

And the same being agreed, nent. con., 

Ordered, That Mr. Scott, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Thomas 
Smith, Mr. Gansevoort, Mr. Brasher, and Mr. Gilbert 
Livingston, be a Committee for that purpose, and that 
they report with all convenient speed. 

Mr. James Beekman has leave of abscnce for the resi- 
due of this day. 

A. draft of 0 Letter to the Delogates of this Colony at 
Continontal Congress was read, and approved of, and is in 
the words following, to wit: 


81 1 38% 


10 0 
377 1 


0 
9 
177 138 9 
0 




















Now-York, Docombor 9, 1775, 

Ganrremen: It must appear very obvious to you, that 
this Colony will require a find to defray such expenses as 
dave arisen, or may bo incurred on its particular secount. 
The last Congress, attentive to this, resolved to emit the sum 
of forty-five thousand pounds for that purpose, ‘The bills 
are now ready for signing, but this Congress are apprehon- 
sive that tho great variety of paper emissions now in circula- 
tion with tho addition of such others as may be emitted, may 
ondangor a depreciation, or prevent so oxtensive a circula- 
tion as may be necessary to answor the ends for which they 
were intended. 

Those evils, they think, will be provonted by making all 
paper monoy to be issued for the defence of America, 
whether general or particular, Continental currency. They, 
therefore, request you to take the senso of Congress, 
whether they will fond this Colony the sum above-men- 
tioned, for the sinking of which they are ready to engnge 
the Colony. As this money is immediately wanted, and 
as our bills ave ready for signing, wo bog you to obtain the 
determination of the Congress on this matter as speodily as 
possiblo, and wansmit it to us. 

Woe are, with great truth and regard, your very humble 
sorvants, By order of the Congress, 

To the Dolegates for the Colony of Neto- York in Con- 
gress, at Philadelphia. 


Ordered, ‘That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

Resolved, hag? ots Van Brugh Livingston, Eisq., 08 
Treasurer of the Congress of this Colony, be requested to 
enter in Bond to Nathantel Woodhull, John Vanderbilt, 
Isaae Roosevelt, Jacob Cuyler, and Robert Van Rensselacr, 
Esqrs., in the sum of twenty thousand Pounds, New-York 
money, with such security as those gentleman shall ap- 
prove of, with a condition faithfully to execute the said 
office of Treasurer, and fo render accounts of all moneys 
by him received, when thereunto*required. ° 

Abd Resolved, That one hundred and fifty Pounds per 
annum, and at the same rate forfany longer or shortor time, 
be allowed to him as a Salary for his trouble in executing 
the offiga of Trensuror, to be cotnputed from the 8th day 
of July last, on which he was first appointed Treasurer, 

A draft of a Letter to the Committe of Zryon County 
was read and approved of, and is inghe wards following, 
to wit: 

In Provincial Congress, Now-York, Dosombor 9, 1775. 

Genriemen: The Congress have this day entered into 
the consideration of your letter of 28th October, and are 
of opinion that your application to Sir John Johnson, re- 
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questing an answer from him whether he would allow his 
tenants to form themselves into companies and associate 
with their brethren of your County, according to the ra- 
solves of the Continental Congress, for the defence of our 
liberties, was improper with respect to him, and too conde~ 
scending on your parts, as it was a niatter that came pro~ 
porly within your province, and to which we doubt not but 
you are competent, as you have a tino of conduet prescribed 
to you by Congress, With respect to your second ques- 
tion to him, whether he would take any active part in the 
controversy at presout subsisting between Great Britain 
and her Colonies, we conceive to be very proper, and 
thank you for your information on that head. As to the 
third question, we conceive that he can claim no title to the 
Court-house and Jail in your County, as we are credibly 
told that his father, Sir William Taken, did, in his life 
time, convey the same to two gentlemen in trust for the 
use of your County; however, as an altempt to use the 
same for the purpose of confining porsons inimical to our 
country may be productive of bad consequences, we bog 
leave to recommend to you to procure some other place 
which may answor the end of a Jail, and give you our ad- 
vice not to molest Sir Join as long as he shall continue 
inactive, and not impede the measures necessary to be car- 
ried into execution from being completed. 

We are extremely sorry that Mr, White hos, by his im- 
prudent conduct, rendered himself justly obnoxious to you. 
The best advice we can give you in this unhappy affair is, 
that if you are of opinion that his exercising his office will 
be dangerous ¢o your {liberties and security, that you por~ 
mit the office to be exercised by his Deputy, and that you 
draw up a petition, get as many persons of your County to 
sign it as possibfe, and present it to tho Governour of this 
Colony, setting forth that it is very disagrecable to the peo- 
ple in general that he should execute that office, and pray- 
ing that he may be displaced, and his place supplicd by a 
pees who would be acceptable to the people of your 

ounty, 

We are, most respectfully, gentlemen, your most obedient, 
humble servants, 

To Nicholas Herkimer, Esqr., Chairman of the Commit- 
toe of Zryon County. 

P. S, The credentinls from your County for Mr. Moore 
are not yet artived, though several lettors have been for~ 
warded to you for that purpose, : 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and sighed 
by the President, and transmitted. : 4 

Resolved and ordered, That Messrs. Jacobus Pru 
Zandt, John Vanderbilt, avd Comfort Sands, be a Com- 
mitteo to plan a voyago or voynges for at least two or 
moro Vessels, to bo Iaded and sent out on account of the 
Congress of this Colony, rnd for the benolit of this Colony, 
to procure Ammunition, Arms, and such other articles as 
will ba necessary for tho general defence of this Colony, 
and to procure proper Vossels for that purpose; and that 
the said Committee report such plan or plans as they shall 
think propor or propose, with all convenicnt specd. 

The day being far advanced, the Congress adjourned” 
till Monday next, at ten o'clock, A. M. : 


Dio Lun, 10 ho. A. M,, Docomber 11, 1775. : 

The following gentlemen met pursuant to adjournment + 

Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President. 4 
For New-Yorle—Colonel McDougall, Colone) Brasher, 

Mr. Beckman, Mr, Van Zandt, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. 

Hallott, Mv, Scott, Mr, Ray, Mr. Sands. 
Albany.—Colone! Rensselaer, Mr, Cuyler, Mr. Ganse- 

yoort, Mr. Bleecker, 

Dutchess, —Mr. G. Livingston, 

Ulster. —Mr. Wynkoop, Mr, Cantino, 

Westchestor.—-Colonel I. Graham, Colonol G. Drake, «. 

i Lagann ys Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Wickham, 
r, David Gilston, vy 

Tryon.—Mr. John Moore. 

Benjamin Lindsay, attonding at the door, 
to the Order of the Inte Provincial Congréss 
tained permission to lade his last Cargo for Wt 0a ty 
sent in a Certificate of Governour Cooke, in the Words'and 
figures following, to wit: 


4 







+t 





0 a 
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# Proyidonco, Docombor 4, 1775. 


“This may certify that Captain Benjamin Lindsay has 
imported and Janded in Providence, ono hundrod and 
twelve barrels of Flour, it boing the whole quantity that he 
brought from New-York in the sloop ly, 

“Nrouotas Cooxn, Governow.” 

Benjamin Lindsay also produced a Cortificate from Go- 
yernour Cooke, under the seal of tho Colony of Jthode- 
Bland, requesting a further supply of Provisions ; nnd ho 
was directed to apply therewith to tho General Committco 
of the City of New-York. 

The Members of King’s County, and two Members of 
Duichess County, being, by the violence of the wind, do- 
tained on Long-Jsland, and without them, or some of them, 
there is not d sificient number of Members to form a Con- 

ress, 
F The Membets presont adjounted to threo o'clock. 


3 ho. Pe M,, Docombor 11, 1775, 


The gentlemen above named, who attended this morn- 
ing, attended again this afternoon, together with Mr. 
Schenck, for Dutchess County; but for want of another 
Member for Dutchess, or a Representation for King’s 
County, they could not proceed to any material business 
which required a full representation. 

My, Elias Niwon, lately returned from Boston, by ree 

ust attending at the door, wag called in, and his inforna- 
tion reduced to writing, and filed, 


Tho gontloman present then adjourned till ten o’clock 
to-morrow morning, 


Dio Martie, 10 ho. A. M., Dacomber 12, 1775, 

Tho Congress met pursuant to adjournment, 
Prosent: Nathantel Woodhull, Wsq., President. 

Por Now- York.—Thomas Smith, Colonel Brasher, Mr. 
Van Zandt, Mr, Roosevelt, Mr. Ray, Mr. Rutgers, Mr. 
Sands, Mr. Scott, Colonel MeDougall, 

Albany.—Col, Renssclior, Captain Cuylor, Mr. Bleookor, 
Mr. Gunsevoort. 

Dutchess-—Ms. Wumphroys, Mr. Schenck, Mr, G. Liv- 
ingston, 

Ulster,—Mr, Cantine, Mr. Wynkoop, 

Orange.—Mr. Clowes, Mr, Herring. 

Sif e—Mr. Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Mr, Strong, Mr. 

* Wickham. 


Mesichestor.—Colonel L, Grabam, Colonel G. Drake, 
Mr. Stephen Ward. 
Bowie te Lalfortso, Mr. Vanderbilt, 

Lryon—Mr, Moores 
John Herring, Esq. one of the Deputies for Orange 
ounty, produced a Certifionte of Thomas Outwater, Usqr., 
haivman of the County Committeo ;* whoreby it is cor- 

tified that at a meeting of tho freoholders of the Town of 
range, in Ovange County, at tho house of My. Jost Ma~ 

Bee," on the Nh day of December, 1775, it was resolved, 
that John Herring, Peter Clowes, William Allison, Ann 

Hawlee Hay, Theunis Cuyper, and Jeremiah Clarke, 
squires, or eny two or more of them be, and are fully 

authorized to represent the said County of Orange in Pro- 
vincial Congress of this Colony, now convened in the City 
of New! York. 

*Atthe'samo being vead and a proved, was ordered to be 
filed; and ordered that Mi, erring také his seat. 

' And ihe Congress being well informed that the two 
other Precincts in Oraige County have elected the same 
Members, and agreed that any two Members shall repre- 
stut the County, and that the returns will speedily be sent 
into Congress, 

Ordered and agreed, That Mv. Clowes and Mr. Her- 
ring represent Orange County, and bo received to give 
the vote'di’the County. 

' Mis John loore, the Deputy for Lryon County, pro- 
# Thogo pro to cortify, that ata mooting of the fracholdors of tho 
‘own of Orange, in Orange County, at the hongo of Mr, Joseph Ma- 

i tho Dth day of Décember, 1175, it was rosolyed that John Herring, 
eter Clowes, William Allison, Ann Hawke Hay, Thaunis Cuyper, and 
any Clurke, Esquivés, or any two ar mote of them, bo and aro fully 


ézizod and ompowerel to répresont the said County of Orange in 
gal Congrbss of this Colony now conyoned in tho City of New. 
Meg 


_ Ay order: Tuomas Oorwarer, Chairman, 
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duced a Lotter from the Committed of Lryon Baauis 
bearing dato the ‘7th November last, and signed by Mhenexor 
Cow, Chairman pro tomporo,$ whereby it appears that they 
had olected two Dolegates to represent their County in 
this Congross 3 that by a majority of tho votes of tho free 
holdors assembled, the said John Moore and leaae Paris 
were elected; and the said Lotter also directs him to Jay 
sundry matters before this Congress, whereby it apponrs to 
Congress that it is the design of tho County that Mr, 
Moore should roprosont that County until anothor Member 
arrives, : 

Ordered, ‘That tho said Totter he filed, and that Mr. 
Moore take his seat and be reevived to rapresont Lyon 
County. 

The Committee to whom was referred tho Petition of 
the General Commitiea of tho City and County of Now 
York, roported it ns their opinion, that a Letter should ke 
written (o the Govervour of the Colony of Connecticut om 
the subjeal-mattor of the suid Potition,“and they reported a, 
draft of such Letter; whieh was read. 

And tho quostion boing asked, whethor the Congress 
will reccive the said report, in was agreed to ba received, 
and by order was read a second time. 

And many debates arose thereon, and amendments made 
and debated on, until the moruing is so far elapsed, that the 
further consideration thereal’ is otdored to be deferred till 
the afternoon, 


Mr. Van Zandt, fiom the Cominittes appointed to plan 
a voyage or voyages for twa or more Vossels, in order to 
procure Ammunition and other necessaries, reportod a plan 
of a voyage for three Vessels to Burope, 

Tho same was rend, and afer samo debates thercon, the 
same wns recommitted to the same Committee for recon 
sideration and amendments. 


a 
The Congress then adjourned to three o’clook, Py M. 


Dio Martia, 3 ho. P, M., Dooombor 12, 4775, 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment, 


Present: Colonol Nathaniel Moodhull, Hsq., President. 

For New-Yorie.—-Colonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, 
Mr. Scott, Mi. Thomas Smith, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Ray, 
Mr, Sands, Captain Rutgers, Mv. Van Zandt, 

Albany. —Colonel Renssolacr, Captain Cuylor, Mi, Gane 
sovoort, Mr. Bleecker, 

Duichess.—Mr. Humphreys, Mr, Schenck, Mr, Gilbort 
Livingston. * ‘ 

al ae cael Woodhull, Mr. Strong, Mr Hobart, 

rt. Wickbam, Mr, Gilston, 

Ulster,+~My. Wynkoop, Mr. Cantina. 

Westehestor.—~Colonel Gilbert Drake, Colonel Lewis Grae 
ham, Mr. Ward, 

Oranges—Mr. Clowes, Mr, Torring, 

Tryon.——-Mr, John Moore, 

King’s. —Mr. Loflortso, Mr. Vanderbilt. 


The Congress resumed the consideration of ‘tha draft of 
the Letter to the Governour of the Colony af Conmuett- 
ewt, which was reported in tho morning by the Commit. 
too appointed to consider the Petition from the City of 
New- York, 


* Tryon County Coummprne Crane, Noveliber 7,.1775.—~8m 1 Tn 
conformity lo your Inat lettora, of tho 18th and 19th of Ootober Innt, wo 
yotod at this, out Agaombly, two new Dulogaton for our Provinelal Gone 
gioss, thinking thom mMicient in numbor to soprdgont there our Couns 
ty; but by majority of tho votou of tha Crooholdors azanmblad, tho ooted 
fell again upon your porson to romnin in that oflea, holng hishorte well 
sontonted with your service, And with you, Jance Parte Wan choaoh ae 
another mombur on that purposo, Wo ghall bo not obitvious to entla 
your roquost in rogard to your slay nt Nfw.York, Ploano to deapatoh 
ue tho commissions for our Miljila, and to proouro ta anawors from the 
Congress consorning our voting of a shorilf; and tho dungerona crow 
in and about Johnstown, who, undor tho authority of Sir John Johnson, 
Shovonaa and behave notually Ingoppasition, to make vse of our Counly 
Jail for onr wants, ‘Iho Tralint 4 iltiam Johnson, ta ugatn hore, Iu tho 
Canajoharia oastlo, and braga yory boldly of hig hostile actus publivkly 
dagneth tho Committoo, andsthroatonad thom to kil ovor: inombor, 
and also to burn and destroy tho aotllomonta Mong tho Mahawk rivor 
and its nnighbonrhood, yot bofore the full, Pray Tay these heftra the 
honouiablo Congivas, and provure ne with aprod thoie opinions dy or 
dora nbout thoso dangorous clroumatances. You will Miereby obligo 
the wholes County, and iw particulur, sit, your fonds nnd humblo sore 
vanis. = By order of the Coninitteat 


Spe i i 
Mr John Moore. Hnengzun Cox, Chairman, 2. 2 


PS. As tho Congress {s dissolyad, wo shatl have soo! 
’ nA now 
tion of Committers for our County, Plonea, therefore, imroediately tp 
sond up your account of your domand againat tho Committao, 1£ you 
havo any, to sétilo and oxamine tho same ofore our diesolution, 
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After’some time spent therein, and many amendments 
made thereto, the same was again read, and js in the words 
following, to wit: s 

“In Provinoint Congross, Now-York, Deo. 12, 1775, 

Sin: It gives us concern that we are under tho necessity 
of addressing you, on a subject that has given great discon- 
tent to the Inhabitants of the City and County of New-York, 
We are informed by a petition fiom the General Commit- 
tee, that a bddy of troops from your Colony, lately mado a 
publick entry into this city at noonday, and seized and car- 
ried off the types belonging to one of the publick printers, 
without any authority from the Continental or this Con- 
gress, or their Committee. While we consider this con- 
duct as an insult offered to this Colony, we are disposed 
to attribute jt to an imprudent, though well intended, zeal 
for the publick cause, and cannot entertain the most distant 
thought that your Colony will approve of the measure, It 
is unnegessary to usg arguments to show the impropriety of 
a proceeding that has a manifest tendency to intorrupt that 
harmony and union which at present happily subsists 
throughout, and is so essential to the interest of the whole, 
Continent. It is our earnest desire, that you would take 
the most effectual steps to prevent any of the people of 
your Colony from entering into this for the like purposes, 
unless invited by our Provincial Congress, a Committee of 
Safety, or tha General Committee of one of our Counties, 
as we cannot but consider such intrusions as an invasion of 
our essential rights as a distinct Colony; and common jus- 
tice obliges us to roquest that you would give orders that 
all the types bo returned to the Chairman of tho Genoval 
Committee of the City and County of New-York, We 
believe you will not consider this requisition as an attempt 
to justify the man from whom the types wore taken, Wo 
ara fully sensible of his demerits; but we earnestly wish 

“that the glory of the present contost for liberty may not 
be sullied by an attempt to restrain the freedom of the 
Press, 

The same body of troops, we are informed, seized the 
Mayor of the Burough of Westchester, tho Rector of that 
Parish, and ono of the Justices of the County, and car- 
ned thom to your Colony. Mr, Seabury, wo are inform. 
ed, is still detained, If such should be the caso, wo must 
entreat your friendly interposition for his immediate dis- 
chargo; the more especially as, considoring his ecclesiastick 
character, (which, perhaps, is venorated by many friends to 
liberty,) tho sevority that has been used towards him may 
he subject to misconsttuctions prejudicial to the common 
cause, 

And the more offectually to restrain such incursions, 
which, if repeated, may be productive of mischief of the 
most serious consequence, and as we would be exccedingly 
sorry to give room for jenlousios umong individuals in your 
Colony that wo are desirous to damp the spirit of liberty, 
or countenanco any of its enemios among us, wo propose 
to apply to the Continental Congress, not hy way of com- 
pluint, hut for such a general regulation on this subject as 
may as well prevent such jealousies as any future incursions 
hy the inhabitants of either Colony into the other for tho 
apprehending or punishing any enemy or supposed enemy 
to the cause of libepty, without application ta the Congress, 
the Committee of Safety, or the Committee of the County, 
within the jurisdiction of which such person shall reside, or 
command of the Continental Congress. 

We are sir, with the utmost respect and esteem, your 
most obedient servants. 


To the Honourable Jongéhan Trumbull, Esq., Governour 
of the Colony of Connecticut, 


e 
And debates arising on the said Letter, as now amended, 
and the question being usked, whother the said Letter is 
approved of, and shal] be ordered to be engrossed and sent, 
it was carried in the affirmative, in manner following: 
For the Lettre baing engrosead and Against the Letter, 
sent to Govornour Trumbull, 


4 Now-York. 
2 King's. 
3 Albany. i! 


2 Tryon. 
2 Wostohoster. 


2 Ulster. 4 votes, 
2 Dutchess, Digsontionts, Colonel Graham, from 
2 Suffolk. Weatchostdy; Colonel McDougall, 
ee Mr, Sands, tvom Now-York, 
15 voto, 


Ordered therefore, That the said Letter be engrossed 
Founra Senizs.— Vor. 1v, 
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and signed by the President, so as to be rendy to he transy 
mitted whon directed. 


Mr, Hobart informed the Congress, that tho Chairman 
of the Commitee of Lluntington reported, that the Cap- 
tain of the Second Company of the First Rogimant, was 
promoted to a Majority, and that the following gentlemen 
were thereupon elected Officers of that Company, to wit 
Jonathan ‘Titus, Captain; Joshua Rogers, Wirst Lieuten- 
ant; and Zhomas Brush, Second Lieutenant: And that 
tho Chaitman of the said Committee of Huntington, re- 

orted, that the Captain of the Third Company of the said 

hird Rogiment had resigned, and that the following gen- 
tlemen were elected, to wit: Joe! Scudder, Captain; Na- 
thaniel Buffett, First Lieutenant; Epenetus Smith, Second 
Lieutenant; Join art, Ensign. 

Ordered, That Commissions bo issued to those gentle- 
men, in the order above named, 


Colonel Lay, from Ilaverstraw Precinct, in Orange 
County, produced a Certificate of the Joint Commitee of 
Orangetown and Haverstraw, signed hy Thomas Qut- 
water, their Chairman, and dated the 7th instant; which 
being read, is to tho following effect: 

“Orango County. 

Ata meeting of the frecholders and inhabitants of the 
Precinct of FZaverstraw, the 7th day of November, ultimo 5 
and also at a meeting of the froshaldsts and inhabitants of 
Orangctown tho same day, and by several adjournments 
after in Orangetown, the following persons wero chosen to 
represent the South part of the said County in particular, 
and the said County in general, in Provincial Congress of 
this Colony: In the Precinct of Haverstraw, Colonel 4. 
Hawkes Lay and Theunis Cuyper, Esqrs., and in Orange 
town, John Lorring, Hsq., and that any one of the suid De- 
puties shall represent tho south side of the mountains in the 
said County in particular; and that any two of the six Depu- 
tios chosen in the said County’, to represent the said County 
in genoral, That in pursuance thereof, the Joint Commit- 
tee of the towns of Orange and Lavorsiraw, do certify 
thnt Return to be a sufficient voucher for the suid Deputies 
as they muy severally attend at this Provincial Congress.” 


‘The same was read and approved of, and ordered to be 
filed ; and ordered that Colonel ay tako his seat. 


Resolved, unanimously, That the "Chanks of this Con« 
gress bo, and they are hereby given, to thoso of ihe inha- 
bitants of the Colony of Connecticut? who so cheerfully 
gave their aid at the requost of the Commitieo of Hest- 
chester County, in the lato suppression of the Insurgents 
in that County, against the cause of liberty. 

Mr». Seodt then moved, and was seconded by Mr, LTo- 
bart, that the Congress enter into, and add a Resolution, 
in the wards following, to wit: 

And wherens, considering the situation of some of the 
Counties in this Colony, aid for tho like purposes may often 
be most conveniontly had from a neighbouring Colony, or 
a distant County within this Colony; that the power here- 
tofore given to Commiltees, for calling in the assistance of & 
neighbouring County, be extended so fur ns to onnble the 
County Committces respectively to apply for assistance 
from a neighbouring Colony, or any County within this 
Colony. 

Debates aroso on the said motion, and the question boing 
put, whethor the Congress sill add such Resolution to the 
next preceding, it was carried in the affirmative, in the 
manner following, to wit: : 

For the Afirmative, 


2° Weatchostor, 
2 Dutohoss, 

83 Albany, 

2 Baflolk, 

2 Tryon, 

4 Now.York,—Mn, Thos, Stith and 
2 Oronga, Roosevelt, dissenting, 
2 Ulator, 


For the Negaitos. 
2 King's Qounty. 


19 votes. & 3 
Ordered, therefore, That-a Resolution be enters 
the words following, to wit: And whereas, consid 
situation of some of the Counties in this Colans 
the like purposes may often most conveniently. 
a neighbouring Colony, or a distant County.’ 

Colony: a 
Resolved, That the power heretofore given to Commit 
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tees for calling in the assistance of a neighbouring County, 
be extended so far as to enable the County Committees, 
respectively, to apply for assistance to a neighbouring Co- 
lony, or any County within this Colony. 

Major Brush, from Tuntington, was admitied, and gave 
some information of reports of the disnflection of sundry 
people in Queen’s County, and of a suspicion that ‘they 
had about inlisting Negroes. 

A Letter froin the Committee of Dutchess County, dated 
the 5th instant, was read and filed, and is in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit: 

Poughkaopais, Decombor 5, 1775, 

“Gunetemen ; Some few days past three men were com- 
mitted to jail, in consequenco of an order ftom the Genoral 
Committee of Dutchess County, on a charge of having aid- 
ed and assisted Peer Harris in intisting mon for the Mi- 
nisterial army. ‘Che Committeo of Poughkeepsie Precinct 
having reason to believe that some further discovery might 
be made of the pernicious schemo carrying on in this 
County against the friends of American liberty, as well to 
precure further evidences against snid prisoners, the Chair 
man issued citations for a number of persons to appoar 
hefore said Committee the 4th instant, on which day most 
of them appemed, and Mr, Justice iis being called in to 

walify them, three persons, whom the Committee deemed 
tho most matorial witnesses, refused to be sworn, and con~ 
temned the authority of the Committee, saying they had 
taken good counsel so to do. 

“And tho Committee heing of opinion that there aro 
soverul very oflicious Ministerial agents in this County, who 
have corrupted the minds of many of the ignorantand baser 
sort of men among us, maliciously telling thom tho Whigs 
were in rebellion, the King would conquer them, and their 
estates bo forlvitad ; and, if they take up arms against them, 
the King, for their services, will give them the Whigs’ pos- 
sessions : ‘The Conmittoe taking theso niatters into cousi- 
doration, and being of opinion that the denial of their 
authority is of the Jast importance, and it not being clear 
that any particular rule is pointed out by Congress, think it 
expedient to solicit their advico in ‘the premises. 

_ We are, gontlemen, your most obedient and very 
Humble servants. 
‘© By order of the Committee ; 
“Sanur, Dover, Chairman. 
" Provincial Congress, New-York.” 


Tho same being read and considered, thereupon 

Resolved, That if any person or persons, being brought 
before the Committee of any County, Town, Manor, Pro- 
cinct, or Nistrict, within this Colony, to givo in his, her, or 
their evidence on oath, or by aflirmation, according to tho 
best of his, har, or their knowlodge, in any matier or charge, 
within the authority or jurisdiction of such Committeo, 
brought against any other porson or persons, shall refuse to 
give his, her, or their evidence, respectively, on oath or 
affirmation, be, she, or they so refusing shall be immadiate- 
Jy committed to snfo custody, at his, her, or their own pri- 
vate expense; thoro to remain until he, she, or they con- 
sent to be qualified, and give in his, her, or their evidence 
or testinony as aforesaid, 

Mr. Clowes obtained leave of absence to go to Queen's 
County. 

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, at ton 
o'clock, 


Dio Moraurii, 10 ho. A. M., Decomber 13, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Nathaniel Woodhull, Eisq., President. 

For New- Yorlt.—-Mr, Scott, Mr, Thomas Smith, Colonol 
McDougall, Mr, Roosevelt, Coloue) Brasher, Mr, Beek- 
man, Mr. Ray, Mr, Sands, Captain Rutgers. 

AibanyColonel Rensselaer, Capt, Cuyler, Mr. Ganse- 
voort. 

Ulster.—-Mr, Contine, Me Wynkoop. 

King’s —Mcr. Leffertse, Mr, Vandorbilt. 

Dutehess—Mr. Humphreys, Mr. Schenck, Mr. Gilbert 
Livingston. 

Westchester —Colonel Gilbert Drake, Colonel Lewis Gra- 

‘ham, Mr, Ward. 

Orarige---My, Herring. 
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Tryon—-Mr. John Moore, 


SupPolle—Colone) Woodhull, Mr. Strong, Mer. Hobut, 

Mr. Wickham, Mr. Golst0n. 

A Letter from Gilbert Potter, of Huntington, ofthe 10th 
instant, whieh was road yesterday, was ngnin read, and is 
in tho words following, to wit: 

# Tuntinglon, Deeomber 10, 1775, 

«Sin: This you will receive hy Major Brush, who is 
appointed by the Commitieo of this town to lny before 
the Congress the state of the town; and, ag there is a 
number of commissions wanted, should be glad thay may 
be sent up by the Major, for tho following gentlemen, 
viz: or the Second Company : Jonathan ‘Titus, Captnin 3 
Joshua Rogers, Mivst-Liewenant; Lhomas Brush, Second- 
Lieutenant. Kor the Third Company: Joed Scudder, 
Captnins Nathaniel Buffett, Pivst-Licutenaut 5 Epinedus 
Smith, Second-Lioutanant ; John Ilegré, Ensign. 

‘Andas Mr. Brush is acquainted with the stato of the 
town, a9 to their slackness in military preparations, as also 
that we have great reason to believe all methods are used 
by our neighbours to make them indifferent in this: great 
contest, we not only beg your advice, but assistanca; for 
i is my opinion if there is not a sufficient number of men 
immediately sent to effectually subdue Queen's County, 
and to intimidate tho peoplo amongst us, u great many trom 
here will bo in a little better ruffell than tho Rebels of 
Queen's County, which wo have great reason to beliave is 
making interest with our slaves and other servants. 

“Sir, [ should have wrote to the President, but hoaring 
of your not making a House, You will be pleasud to com 
municate this to Congress, 

“ Twould further add, I have exerted myself in my sta 
tion; but if nothing is done by your Mousa, [ must be 
obliged to desist. But as to myself, ag an individual, Lam, 
dotermined to live and dio free. 

Tam, sir, your most humblo servant, 

“Ginpere Porrer, 
“Po John S. Hobart, Maq., in Provincial Congress.” 

Tho Aftidavit of Samuel? Noatran ond Isace Looste, of 
the Bd instant, was also again read, and is in tho words fol 
lowing, to wits 

“ Samuel Noséran and Jsaae Loosie deposeth, That, on 
the 30th day of November last they wero at Tlempstead, at 
tho house of John Nostran, who told them, the anid depos 
nents, that there was a great quantity of powder at Caps 
tain Richard Ifudate’s, at Rockaway, and that he, the said 
John Nostran, was ono that mounted guard over tho povw- 
der tho night before, 

“Tho said deponents furthor saith, that they saw Jacob 
Nostran, who told thom, tho said deponents, that there 
was a groat quantity of powder, ball, small-arms, and some 
cannon, which came from the Asta, man-of-war, with tho 
Liloutonant of the man-of-war and somo other ofticers, and 
Junded at Rockaway ; and that it was corriad to Captain 
ILulate’s, who came from on board the Asta with the suid 
stores, and that ho, the said Jacob Nostran, mountod 
guard over the said military stores the night before. 

“ And the said deponents further saith, that they were nt 
tho house of Jsaae Denton, Sou., at Rocleaway, who told 
them, the said deponents, that there wis a vast quantity of 
powder and ball, and a plenty of small-arms, and some can- 
non at Captain Afulato’s, which came from on bonrd the 
Asia, man-of-war, and that Captain IZudate and the Lieu- 
tenant of the man-of-war came with it; and that he, the 
said Denton, had some of the powder, which cost him 
nothing, and that whenevor they "wanted more they could 
have it by making applioation for it ; and that he, ihe said 
Isaac Denton, mounted guard over tho said military stores 
tho night before; and thatehe, the said Denton, would felt 
desaut the country while he could see a damned Whig 
eg. . 

‘ And the said deponents further saith, that they saw 
Benjamin Eldred, and a number of othors, who told thorn 
much to the same effect. 

“The said deponents further saith, that on the 2d ingtunt 
they saw William Nostran, of Hempstead, who told them, 
the said deponents, that the Captains of the several Com- 
panies met at Captain Zludate’s on ‘Thursday last, to take, 
each of them, a quantity of powder to divtribute in their 
several Companies, and that they expected a number of 
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people from Connecticut to land at Eluntington and march 
amongst them; and that upon the arrival of the Conneeti- 
cut people, they expected intelligence would be given by 
some person from Eluniingion to John Lulate, Esq., and 
that he, the said John fulate, would carry intelligence 
immediately to Zlempstead, and that there they would fire 
8 cannon to alarm the country in general to oppose them, 
“ The said depanents further saith, that they saw M'illiam 

Nostran and John Smith, of Hempstead, who told them 
that there was a man who belonged on board the Asia, 
called a Gunner, left amongst them to work the cannon. 
On Monday next they were to meet, to agree where to 
place their cannon, And further saith not. 

© Samunn Nosrnan, 

"Isaac Loostx. 


“Sworn to before me, in Lluntington, this 8d day of De- 
cember, 1775. 
‘ 4 Yorwan Puarr, Justice of the Peace.” 


The Affidavit of Samuel Nostran, of the 11th instant, 
was also read, and is in the words following, to wit: 
« Suffolk County, Kuntington, Docombor 11, 1775, 
“Then Samuel Nostran, yeoman, appearing befoie me, 
Jesse Brush, one of Tlis Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for 
said County, and declaring on path as follows: that is, Mr. 
Nosiran says that he was at Lempstead on Lhursday, the 
80h day of November ; that Joka Sieh, Ksace Denton, and 
Benjamin Midert, told him that they were informed by the 
Lieutenant of the man-ofwar, that there were five thousand 
of the Regular troops expected either fiom Boston or from 
home, and that they were to land at Reekaway; and that 
John Smith further told bim that they kept their fat cattle 
on that account, and did not sell any, expecting a market 
there at home s ‘and that the said Jokn Smith had thea a 
“considerable quantity of fat cattle by him. 
“Samurt Nosrran, 


“Jesse Brusn,” 


The Congress then went into the consideration of the 
said Lotter and Affidavits, and the information of Major 
Brush, on the stato of Queen's County ; and thereupon a 
motion was mado by Mr, Hobart, and seconded, that the 
Congress come to x determination jn tho following words, 
to wit: 

Whereas this Congress has recived information, that a 
number of disaffected persons in Queen’s Gounty have beon 
supplied with Armsand Ammunition, from on board the Asia 
ship-of-war, and are arraying themselves ina military man- 
net to oppose the measures taken by the United Colonies, 
for the defence of their just rights and privileges, and have 
thrown out many threatening expressions against sundry 
persons in that and the neighbouring Counties: 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Congress, that 
such conduct is inimical to the common cause of the Uni- 
ted Colonies, and ought not by any means to be suffered, 
but that moasures should be immediately taken to put a 
stop to it. 

Therefore, Ordered, That the inhabitants of said Coun- 
ty do appear, by a Cammittee, before this Congress, on 

‘clnesday next, at ten of the o'clock in tho morning, to 
give satisfaction in*the premises. 

And Ordered, That sundry copies of the above Reso- 
lution and Order be delivered to some of the principal in- 
habitants in Queen's County. 

Mr. Thomas Smith moved, and was seconded by Mr. 
Leffertse, tho said Resolve and Orders relating to Queen’s 
County, bo turned into & Letter, And the question being 
put thereon, it was determined i the negative, in manter 
following, to wit: : 

For the Negative, * For the Affirmative, 


& Woatahestor, 2 ‘Tiyon County, 
2 Dilohons, . ° 
8 Qieany 
2 Suffolk. 
2 Ulstor, 
4 Now-York.—7, Smith dissenting. 
- ’ 
16 voter, 


Ordered, thereupon, That the said determination be 
made a part of the Minutes, and thot the Secretaries 
Bet one boadeed copies thereof printed, with all possible 
despatch. 


“Sworn to before me, 
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The following is one of the printed Notices sent pursu- 
ant to the order of Congress, viz: 

“fu Provincial Congross, Now-York, Decombor 12, 1775. 

“Whereus this Congress has received undoubted in 
formation, that a number of disaffected persons in Queen's 
County have been supplied with Arms and Ammunition 
front on boatd the Asia ship-of-war, and are arraying then 
selves in military manner, to oppose the measures taking 
by the United Colonies, for the defonce of their just rights 
and privileges: 

* Ordered, That of Jamaica Township: Captain Benja- 
min Whitehead, Charles Ardin, Joseph French, Esq., Jo 
hannes Polhemus ;—Newtown: Nath. Moor, John Moor, 
Sen., Captain Samuel Hallet, John Moor, Jun., Willian 
Weyman, John Shoals, Jeromus Rapalye ;—Flushing 
Township: John Willet ;—Lempstead Township: Justice 
Gilbert Van Wyck, Daniel Kissam, Esq,, af Cow-Neck, 
Captain Jacob Mott, Thomas Cornell, of Rockaway, Ga- 
briel C, Ludlow, Richard Hewlet, Capt. Charles Hicks, 
Doctor Martin, Justice Samet Clowes ;—Oyster-Bay : 
Justice Thomas Smith, Justice John Hewlct, of Hog-Isl- 
and, Capt. George Weeks, Doctor David Brookes, Justice 
John Townsend; being charged as principal men among 
the disaffected in said County, do attend this Congress, at 
ten aelock, Ztesday morning aext, the Oth instant, to 
give satisfuction to this Congress in the premises, and that 
they be protected from any injury or insult during their 
coming to, and returning from this Congress,” 

Agreed, That Mr. Van Zandi, Mr. Vanderbilt, and 
Mr. Sends, while absent on the business of planning a voy- 
age, and fitting out and lading one or more Vessels, ba 
considerod in the sorvice of this Congross; and as qttend~ 
ing. 

Ordered, That those Membors returned to represent the 
City and County of New-York in this Congress, who have 
not as yet taken their seats, be desired to take their seats 
on Friday next, or that their seats bo declared vacant; and 

Ordered, That a copy of the above Order be served 
on Peter V. B, Livingston, Benjamin Kissam, Esquives, 
Messrs. John Morton, Isaae Sears, and Gabriel FY. Lad» 
Tow; and that if any of them cannot be found in town, 
that a copy of the said Order bo Joft at the Jast usual place 
of abode in this city of any of thoso gentlemen who are 
absent trom the city. 

The Conyross adjourned to threa o’clock, P, M. 


— 


Dio Morcuri}, 3 ho, Pe M,, Dooombor 13, 1775, 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 


Present; Nathaniel Woodhull, President, 

For New-York.—Mr. Scott, Mr. Van Zandt, Colonel 
Brasher, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Beok- 
man, Mr. Helme, Mr. Sands, Capt, Ratgers, Mr. Ray. 

Albany.—Colonel Rensgelaoy, Capt. Cuyler, Mr, Bleeckor, 
Mr. Gansevoort. 

Dutchess,—Mr, Gilbert Livingston, Mr. Humphreys, Mr, 
Schenck. 

Ulster,—Mr, Cantine, 

Orange.—Mr. Herring, Colonel Hay, 

Suffol.—Colonel Woodhull, Mr, Strong, Colonel Ho« 
bart, Mr. Wickham, Mr. Gelston, Mr. Tredwell, 

Westchester —~Colonel Gilbert Drake, Colonel L. Graham, 
Mr, Ward. 

King’s, —Mr, Leffertse. 

Tryon,—Mr. John Moore. 

Ordered, That no person whatsoever do inoculate for 
the Small-Pox within this Colony, until the further ordes- 
of this Congress; and that the several Committees in this 
Colony, within their respective Districts, carefully. obsenva 
that thers be a punctual compliance with this order, 

The Congress then resumed the consideration of Mr. 
Thomas Smith's motion, on the 81h instant, and the Resolves 
thereunto annexed, and the same were read through, And 
on reading the motion, or introduction, a second times Ma. 
Hobart moved, and was seconded by My. Gilbert Liginge 
ston, in the words following, to wit: sei ° 

I move for the following amendment to Mr, Sasithietvo- 
tion, viz: that after the words “Governour Zityou,,’ the- 
remainder be struck out, and the following be substituted: 
in its stead : ae 


‘-. ham, 
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Paper of the 4th instant, containing his sentiments on 
the present convulsed state of this country, and addressed 
to the inhabitants of New-York, and express the sense of 
the Colony upon tho same, in tho follawing Resolves: 

+ Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Congress, that 
none of tho people of this Colony have withdrawn their 
allegiance from Lis Ma ijesty, or desire to become indepin- 
dent of the Crown of Great Britain, or to change the an- 
cient form of Government, under which this Colony hath 
grown up from its infancy to ils present state. : 

Resolved, secondly, That this Colony has, in conjune- 
tion with the other Onited Colonies, taken up arms, not to 
oppose that just and equal rule to which, by the British 
Constitution, and their respective established forms of Go- 
vernment, they were subject, but solely for the defonco of 
their most undoubted rights and privilegos, against tho 
arbitrary and tyrannical encroachments of is Majosty’s 
Ministers. 

“ Resolved, thirdly, That though, for the same valuablo 
purpose, this Colony in conjunction with the other United 
Cabiten; had recouise to tho appointinent of Committees 
and Congresses, for the more orderly and eflectual redvoss of 
their nunterous and heavy grievances, yat it is by no means 
the desire or design of its inhabitants to disuse, much Jess 
to oppose or obstruct the ordinary course of Government 
or legislation; but that, on the contrary, they highly esteem, 
and will not willingly cede theiv right of being represented 
in General Assembly, 

« Resolved, “fourthly, That this Congress are of opinion, 

that the neglect to convene the Legislature of the Colony, 
since tho last winter sesston, and the probability that the 
ordinary season for their sitting will pass widhout G ses- 
sion, fiunishes, at this critical juncture, ground of uneast- 
ness to the good people of this Colony, 
© & Resolved, fifthly, That it is the opinion of this Con- 
gress, that there is not the loast dangor of insult or interrup- 
tion to cither of the branches of the Legislature, should 
au Assembly bo called, but that, on the contrary, it would 
be extiomely agreoable to the inhabitants of this Colony, 
to the end, not only that the ordinary business of the coun- 
~try may bo despatched, but also that their sense may be 
expressed, os well by their Representatives in Aisa a8 
in Congress, on the present unhappy controversy between 
Great Britain and the Untied Colonies.” 

Debates arose on the said motion for an amendment, 
and after long arguments thereon, and the question put on 
Mr, Hoburt’s motion, it was carried in the affirmative, in 
manner following, to wit: 

Foy the Affirmative, 
2 Dutchess, 


For tho Negative, 
2 King’s, 


2 'Eryon, 
‘ 2 Weatohostor, 2 yolos, 
A Now-York, 
2 Suffolk Orango dividod, 





3 Albany.—Captain Cuylor dissonting. 

' 2 Ulster, } e 

i YW votos, 

Resolved and agreed, That tho amendment moved by 
Ms. Hobart, be made to Mr. Smith’s motion; and that the 
amendment moved for by Mr, Lfobart, remain for further 

-consideration, 

Tho Congress adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. ae 

Die Jovi, 10 ho. A. M., Docombor 14, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President, 
For New- Yorle.—Mr, Roosevelt, Mr, Beekman, Mr, Ray, 
Mr. Sands, Col, McDougall, Mr. Scott, Col, Brasher. 
Albany,—Colonel Renssclaor, Capt. Cnyler, Mr. Ganso- 
voort, Mr, Bleecker, 
‘Dutehest.—Mr, Gilbert Livingston, Mr, 
Schenck! - 
Uister —My, Cantina, 
Orange,—Colonel Hay, Mr. Herring, 
- Sufa te, —Colond] Woodhull; Mr. Hobart, Mi. 
Vickham, Mr, Tredwell, Mr. Gelston, 
> Wesicheste*,—Colcnel Gilbert Drake, Colonel Lewis Gra- 
Mr. Ward, 
+ Dyyon,—-Mr, John Moore. 
‘King’s.——-Mr. Vanderbilt, 


Humphreys, Mr. 


Strong, Mr. 
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Colonel Me Dougall informed the Congress that Captain 
Ledyard, with bis Company, (whieh is ineompleto,) ig in 
New-York, and has hoen of use in sundry duties hore 
sineo he came down fiom the Fort in the Lligh/ands, and 
rormested the opinion of this Congress, whether he should 
seid him with his Company up to the Fort, or detain hin 
hore. ‘Thereupon, 

Ordered, '‘Vhat Colonel McDougall detain Captain Led. 
yard here, or give him such other directions as ho shall 
think proper. . 

Mr, Hobart, on application, obtained leave of absence, 
tho County of Suffolk having a representation without 
him. 

A Letter from Colonel Midford, dated the 9th instant, 
mentioning the plnees appointed for the rendezvous of his 
Regiment, was read and filed, and is in the words following, 
to wil: * 
“Pauthampen, Dooomnbor 2, 1775, 

“Gynverany: Your letter of 28th October havo re- 
ecived, aud according to your order shall give orders to my 
roginvent to be equipped and ready to mareh to the place 
of rendezvous on any alarm. As the situation of the rogi- 
mont js such that it will be ill-convenient to have tho ren- 
dezvous al one place, think it best to havo it nt Iwo places, 
namely: Southampton town, and at Captain John Ltul- 
bord’s, in Bridgehanpton, 

J am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humblo ser 
vant, “Davin Munrorp, 


“To Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, Prosident of tho Pro- 
vineial Congress, in New- Yori.” 

Tho Congress then resumed the consideration of the 
amondments to Mr, Smith’s motion of tho 8th inst., which 
were moved for and aro contained in My. obart’s mation 
of yesterday, and the sume were read; and being read 
varagraph by paragraph, tho first paragraph boing read, is 
in the words following, to wit: 

Resolved, 'Shat it is the opinion of this Congress, that 
nono of the people of this Colony have withdrawn their 
allegiance from tis Majesty, or desive to become indepen» 
dent of the Crown of Groat Brituin, or to change the an- 
cient form of Government, under which this Colony hath 
grown up from its infaney to tts presant state, 

The second puagraph being read, is in tho wortls fol- 
lowing, to wit: 

Resolved, secondly, That this Colony has, in conjunc 
tion with the other United Colonic, talen up arms, not to 
oppose that just and equal rule to which, dy the British 
Constitution, and their respective established forms af Go« 
vernment, they were subject, but solely for the defence o 
thetr most undoubted rights and privileges, against the 
arbitrary and tyrannical encroachments of His Majesty's 
Ministers, 

Mr, Roosevelt then moved, and was seconded, for tha 
following amendmont, to wit: 

That all that part of the first proposed Resolution, which 
is from the word “ Majesty” to the and, and also the whole 
of the proposed second Resolution, be obliterated, and the 
following substituted in its stead, to wit; 

“Resolved, secondly, That the suppesed present * turbu- 
lent stato” of this Colony arises not from the want of a 
proper attachment to our Prince, and the ostablishment in 
the illustrious House of Hanover, nor from a desire to be- 
coma independent of tho British Crown, “ or a spirit of 
opposition” to that just and equal rule to which, by the 
British Constitution and our angient and established form 
of Government, we are subject, but solely froin the inroads 
made on both by oppressive acts of the British Parliament, 
devised for cnslaving His Majosty’s liege subjects in the 
American Colonies, and the hostile atompta of tho Minis» 
try to carry those nets into execution,” 


And the same boing read a second time, was unanimous. 
ly agreed to, and ordered accordingly ; therefore, 

Hesolved, unanimously, That it is the opinion of this 
Congress that nono-of the good people of this Colony ‘have 
withdrawn their allegianea from Lis Majesty. 4 

Resolved, secondly, That the supposed present’ “'tur- 
bulent state” of this Colony avises not from the want of a 
proper attachment to our Prince, and the establishment in 
the illustrious House of Lanover, nor from a desire to be- 
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come independent of the British Crown, or a spirit of 
opposition”? to that just and equal rule to which, by tho 
British Constitution and our ancient and established form 
of Gavernment, we are subject, but solely from the inroads 
made on both by oppressive acts of the British Parlia- 
ment, devised (or cnslaving His Majosty’s liege subjects in 
the American Colonies, and the hestile attempts of the 
Ministry to carry those acts into execution. 

‘The third paragraph being read, is in the words follow- 
ing, to wit: 

Resolved, thirdly, That though, for the same valuable 
purposes, this Colony, in conjunction with the other United 
Colonies, had rocourse to the appointment of Committees 
and Congresses for the more onely and offectual redress 
of their numerous grievances, yet it is by no means the 
desire or design of its inbabitants to disuse, much less to 
oppose or obstruct the ordinary course of Government or 
Jogislation, but thats on the contrary, they highly esteem 
and will not willingly cede theiv sight of being represented 
in General Assembly. 

Mr. Scott moved, and was seconded, that the words 

“for the sama valuable purposes,” and tho words “ Go- 
vernment or,” be obliterated, and the words “and Con- 
gresses” transposed and placed before the word * Com- 
mittoes ;” and the samo was unanimously agreed to, and 
ordered accordingly. 
. Colonel MeDougall then moved, and was seconded by 
Mr. Sands, that the words ‘on the contrary,” and the 
words and will not willingly cede,’ be obliterated; and 
the samo was unanimously ugreed to, and ordered accord. 
ingly. 

Tho said third proposed Resolution, as thus amended, 

was again read, and agreed to, nem, con.; therefore, 
« Resolved, thirdly, That though this Colony, in conjunc- 
tion with the other United Colonies, has had recourse to 
the appointment of Congresses and Committees, for the 
more orderly and effectual redress of their namerous and 
heavy grievances, yet it is by no means the desire or de- 
sign of its inhabitants to disuse, much less to oppose or 
obstruct tha ordinary course of legislation, but that they 
highly esteem their right of being represonted in General 
‘Assembly. 

The fourth proposed Rosolution being road, Mr. Ldodart 
moved, and was scconded, that the whole fourth paragraph 
be expunged, Tho same was unaniinously agroed to, and 
ordered accordingly. « 

The filth proposed Resolution being read, is in the words 
following, to wit: 

Resolved, Sifthly, That it is the opinion of this Con- 
gress, that there is not the loast danger of insult or intor- 
ruption to either of the branches of tho Legislature, should 
an Assembly be called, but that, on the contrary, it would 
be extremely agreeablo to tha inhabitants of this Colony, 
to the end, not only that the ordinary business of the coun- 
try may be despatched, but also that their senso may be 
exprossed, as well by their Reprosantatives in Assembly as 
in Congress, on tho present unhappy controversy between 
Great Britain and tho United Colngen 
« My, Herring meved, and was seconded by Mr. Sands, 
for the following amendment, to wit: That all that part of 
the fiflh paragraph, which follows the word “called,” be 
obliterated. 

Debates arose on the amendment moved by Mr, Her- 
ring ; and the question being put thereon, it was carried 
in the affirmative, in thesmanner following, to wit: 


Vor the Negative. ¢ 
2 King’s County. 


For the Afivmativs, e 
io 2 Ulster, 
Me 4 Now-York,—Mr, Roosevelt 
2 Woatchostor, disuofting, 
2 Ormngo. 
2 ‘Tryon, " 
2 Dutohoss, 
2 Suffolk, 
3 Albany, 


ag % 19 yotos, 3 
Ordered, therefore, That that part of the fifth paragraph 
which follows the word called” be obliterated. 


Mr. Sands then moved, and was seconded, that the 
remainder of the said fifth Resolution, to wit: From the 
beginning thereof to the end of the word “called ” be 
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obliterated ; and debates arising thereon, and tha question 
put thereon, it was catried in the affirmative, in manner 
following, to wit: 

Por the Afirnative, 


2 Dutchoss, 
2 Orngo. 

2 Woatchester, 
2 Ulstor. 

2 Tiyon, 

2 Suitollc. 

4 Now-York, 
8 Albany. 


9 votes, 


Ordered, therefore, That the remainder of tho said fifth 
paragraph, to wit: From the beginning thereof to the end 
of the word * called,” be obliterated. 

The Congress then adjourned till three o'clock, P.M. 


Dio Joyis, 3 ho. P, M., Decombor 14, 1775. 
‘The Congress met pursuant (o adjournment. 
Present: Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President. 

For New-York—Colonel Brasher, Mr. Beekman, Mr. 
Roosevelt, Mr. Scott, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Ray, 
Mn, Sands. 

Albany.—Colonel Renssclacr, Capt. Cuyler, Mr, Bleeck- 
er, Mr. Gansevoort. 

Dutchess.—My. Gilbert Livingston, Mr, Wumphroys, Mr. 
Schenck. 

Ulster —Mv. Wynkoop, Mr. Cantine, 

Orange.—Colone) May, Mr, Hewing.  . 

Suffolle—Colonal Woodhull, Mr. Wickham, Mr. Tlobart, 
Mr, Swong, Mr, Lredwell, Mr. Gelston, 

Westchester.—Colonal Gilbert Diako, Colonel Lowis Gra- 
hom, Mr. Ward. 

Lryon—Mr. J, Mooio. 

King’s-—Mr, Vanderbilt, 

A Letter from John Jay, Isq., datod the 26th Novem- 
ber last, was read and filed, and is in the words following, 
to wit: 


For the Negative, 
2 King’s County, 


4 Philadolphin, Novombox 26, 1775. 

“Sin: I have the honour of transmitting to you the en- 
closed Resolutions of Congress, relative to the Island of 
Bermuda. 

“ Wo have not yot had the pleasuro of hearing that you 
had mado a House, and avo not without some anxicty on 
that head, Ina few days wa shall writo you collectively, 
and should be glad frequently to be informed of the state 
of the Province, 

The Netw-Ingland oxploit is much talked of, and con- 


Jectures aro numerous as to tho part the Convention will 


take relative tait. Some consider it as an ill compliment to 
the Government of the Province, and prophesy that you 
have too much Christian meekness to take any notice of it, 
For my own part, I do not approve of the feat, and think 
jt ncithor argues much wisdom nor much bravery; at any 
rato, if it was to have bean done, I wish our own people, 
and not strangers, had taken the liberty of daing it, I con- 
foss Tam not 0 little jealous ofthe honour of the Province 
and am persuaded that ils reputation cannot be maintainod 
without some little spirit being mingled with its prudence. 
“Lam, sit, with respect and esteem, your mast obedient 


6) 
servant, Foun Jay. 


6T'o Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, at New-York.” 


The Resolutions of the Continental Congress of the 22d 
of November, rolativo to tho Island of Bermuda, and there- 
in enclosed, were also read and filed, and are in the words 
following, to wit: 

“Tn Congross, Novombor 22, 1778, 

“The Congress resumed the consideration of the Re- 
port from the Committee of the Whole, which was agreed 
to as follows: 

“The Committee of the Whole, to whom were referred 
the several Petitions from tho Island of Bermuda, repree 
senting the distress to which they were exposed eh 
Non-oxportation Agreement, and praying to be relieead.in 
such manner as the Congress may deem consistentywith 
the safety of America, report that they bave:consideréd 
the same, and thereupon came to the following Resolu- 
tions: wee 

“That the inhabitants of the Island.of Bermula appear 


2 
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friendly to the causo of America, and ought to be supplied 
with sucli and so great a quantity of the produce of these 
Colonies as may be necassary for their subsistence and 
home consumption ; that, in the opinion of this Commit- 
tee, they will annually require, for the purposes aforosaid, 
72,000 bushels of Indian Corn, 2,000 barrels of Bread or 
Flour, 1,000 barrels of Beef or Pork, 2,100 bushols of 
Peas or Beans, and 300 tierces of Rice, and that they be 
parmilted to export the same yearly, ; 

That the said inhabitants ought to pay for the nbovo 
annual allowance in Salt; but it is not the design of this 
Resolution to exclude them from the privilege of receiving 
American produce, to any ammount, in exchange for Arms, 
Anmmunition, Saltpetre, Sulphur, and Field-Pieces, agree- 
ably to a Resolution of Congress, passed the 15th of July 
lost. 

“That, to enable such of thesa Colonies, ay enn con- 
voniently furnish the Island of Bermuda with the ubove- 
mentioned allowances, to divide whatever advantages may 
result therefrom, in proportion to their respective shares of 
the genoral expense, it is further the opinion of this Com- 
mittee: 

“That the Colony of South-Carofina supply thom with 
800 tierces of Rice, 

“ That tho Colony of North-Carolina supply them with 
16,000 bushols of Zidian Corn, and 468 bushels of Peas 
ot Beans, 

Phat the Colony of Virginia supply them with 36,- 
o bushels of Jndian Corn, and 1,050 bushels of Peas or 

aans. 

That the Colony of Maryland supply them with 20,- 
bushols of Indian Corn, and $82 bushols of Pous or 

2A, 

“That the Colony of Pennsylvania supply thom with 
1,200 barrels of Flour or Bread, and 600 barrels of Boof 
or Pork, 

“That the Colony of New-York supply thom with 
es barrols of Flour or Bread, and 400 barrels of Beef or 
Pork, 

“That tho Conventions or Commitices of Safty of the 
above-mentioned Colonies ought to superintend the said 
exportation, provide against frauds, and take care that, in 
exchanging the said commodities of Sult and Provisions, 
no undue advantage be taken by either party of their mu- 
tual wants. And, further, that no Vossel employed in this 
business ought to lond without thoir permission; and that 
when they shall, in pursuance of these Resolutions, per- 
mit any of the said Vossels to loud, they do give notica 
thereof to the Committec of ir er of the County, 
City, or Town, where such Vessel shall load, and inform 
them that the same js done under the authority and by 
order of this Congress, 

« Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing Resolutions be 
transmitted to the several Conventions, Assemblies, or Com- 
mittoas of Snfoty of the United Colonies, and to tho Island 
of Bermuda; and that the inhabitants of the Iatter be in- 

» formed that the Congress will afford them other necessaries, 
such as Lumber, Soap, and Candles, whenever the qualit 
and quantity of each of those articles, used in the Island, 
shall be ascertained, 


That Edward Stiles be permitted, under the direction 
of the Committee of Safety of the Colony of Pennsyl- 
vania, to send the Brig Sea-Nymph, Samuel Stobel, Mas- 
ter, with 4,000 bushels of Indian Corn, 300 barrels of 
Flour, 100 barrels of Bread, 20 barrels of Pork, 8 barrels 
of Beef, 30 boxes of Soap, and 15 barrels of Apples, to 
Bermuda, for the immediate supply of the inhabitants ; 
and that the said cargo be considered as part of the annual 
allgwance aforesaid, for the year ensuing. 


“Extract from the Minutes; 
“Cuannes Trromson, Secretary,” 


Mr, Seott moved, and was seconded, that a Resolution 
be entered into, in the words following, and added to those 
agreed on this forenoon, ta wit; 

Resolved, nevertheless, That it is the opinion of this Con- 

regs that nothing of a salutary nature can be expected from 
the separate declaration of the sense of this Colony on the 
Resolution of the House of Commons on the 20th Febru. 
ary last; and that as the motion whereon the scheme was 
grounded was confessedly framed to disunite the Colonies, 
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it would be highly dangerous to, and totally inconsistent with 
the glorious plin of American Union, should this Colony ox- 
press their separate sense on Aho ubove-mentioned supposed 
conciliatory proposal on the part of Great Britain, 

Debates arose on the said motion, and the question put 
theroon, it was carried in the airmative, in manner follow- 
ing, to wits : 

Moy the Afirmative. 


2 Dutehoss, 

4 Now-York.—Mr. Roosenelt 
2 Ulator, disaonting, 
2 Wostohostor. 

Q ‘Tryon. 

3 Alban Captain Cryler 
2 Suffulk, dagonting. 


17 

Therefore, Resolved, nevertheless, ‘Vhat it is the opinion 
of this Congress that nothing of a salutary nature can be 
expected from a separate declarationmf the sensa of this 
Colony on the Resolution of the House of Commons of the 
20th #ebruary lost, and that as the motion whereon the 
samo was grounded, was confossadly framed to disuinte the 
Colonies, it would be highly dangerous to, and totally in- 
consistent with the glorious plan of American Union, should 
this Colony express their separate sense on the above- 
mentioned supposed conciliatory proposal on the part of 
Great Britain. 

Colonel MeDowrall moved, and wos seconded, that a 
Resolution ho entered into in the words following, to wit: 

Resolved, ‘hat it ig tho opinion of this Congress, that 
this Colony is fully and effectually reprosented in the Con« 
tinental Congress for the purposa of expressing the gensa 
of its inbabitants on any overtures for a reconciliation, and 
that the Contincatal Congress has fully and dispassionataly 
expressed tho senso of tha inhabitants of this Colony on the 
above-mentioned Resolution of the 20th of Mebruary Inst. 


Debates arose on the anid motion; and the question bee 
ing put thereon, it was cavriad in tho afirmative by all the 
Counties prosent, Mr, Roosevelt dissenting against the yoto 
of New- York, and Captain Cuyler against the County of 
Albany, 

Therefore, Resolved, ‘That itis tho opinion of this Con- 
gross that this Colony is fully and effectually represented 
in tho Continontal Congress for the purpose of oxpressing 
the sense of its inhabitants on any overtures for a recongili« 
ation, and that the Continental Congress has fully and dis» 
passionately expressed tho sense of the inhabitants of this 
Bolo ov the aboyeemontionod Resolution of the 20th 
of Bebruary last. 

Several citizens at the door, to give information of sun. 
dry mattors to the Congress, wore admitted. "They ins 
formed the Congross that they lind discovered a parcel of 
Sheop, Swino, and Poultry, at Myford’s Tavern, at ona 
of the Ferrios, which thoy have reason to believe is ine 
tended for His Majosty’s ship Asia, or for boing shipped 
and exported contrary to the Resolutions of the Continen~ 
tal and of this Provincin! Congress; ond that they had 
apprehended there, three very suspicious persons, with 
many memorandums about them relating to their being on 
board the ship Asta, Thereupon, a warrant was mado to 
Major Matcom, in the words Galloing. to wit: 

Whereas, information has been given to this Congrass that 
a number of Sheep, Hogs, and Poultry, are in the house, 
barn, and enclosures of John Myford, Innkeeper, at one of 
the Ferries in Brooklyn, and intended to be shipped and 
exported contrary to the Resolytions of the Continental 
and of this Congress; 

Ordered, That Majof Malcom, with such guard as bo 
may think necessary, proveod to tho said John Myford’s, 
and take and secure the gid Stock in auch manner as ho 
may think most safe, and that bo apprehend the said Jolin 
Myford and koop him intsafe custody, and report his pros 
cecdings in the premises to Congress to-morrow morning. 

Ordered, That tho five Resolutions of this Congress, 
made and entered into as amendments to Mr. Swith’#'mo» 
tion, and on the consideration of Govornour Zhyon's pupor 
of the 4th instant, be fuirly engrossed together, and brought 
to the Congress to-morrow morning, 


‘The Congress then adjourned till ten o'clock, tomorrow 
morning. 


Orango divided—-Mr. Herring 
for Uno afirmative, Golonal 
Hay for tho nogative, 
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Dla Vonerie, 10 ho, A. M. Docombor 15, 1775. 
The Congress mot pursuant to adjournment. 


Present; Nathaniel Woomull, President. 

For New-York,—Mr, Beckman, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. 
Amlay, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Sands, Mr. Ray, Colo- 
nel Brasher, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Scott. 

Albeny.—Colonel Rensselaer, Captain Cuyler, Captain 
Bleecker, Mr. Gansevoort. 

_ Dutchess.—Mr. Gilbert Livingston, Mr. Humphreys, Mr. 
Schenck. 

Ulster.—Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Cantina. 

Orange.—Mr. Herring. 

Sufolle.—-Colonel Woodhull, Mr, Hobart, Mr. Tredwell, 
Captain Wickham, Mr. Gelston, 

Westehester.—Colonel G. Drake, Colonel L. Graham, 
Mr, Ward. 

King’s. —Mr. Vanderbilt, Mr. Covenhoven, 

Tyyon.-Mr. John Moore, 


The engrossed copy of the five Resolutions of yester- 
day, made and entered into as amendments of Mr, Smith's 
motion, and on the consideration of Me. Zryon’s publica- 
tion of the 4th instant, were vead ; and 

Ordered, That they bo published.* 


My. Van Zandt, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Vanderbilt, My, 
Beekman, Mr. Covenhoven, und Captain Cuyler, dissent 
to the two last Resolutions, and dissent to the publication 
of any of tla said Resolutions. 


Major Jfaleom, attending at tho door, was adnitted, 
Major Malcom delivered in bis Repart in writing of his 
proceedings on the Warrant issuod to bim yesterday ove- 
ning; which was rend and filed, and is the words following, 
to wit: 

“In obedience to the order of Congress last night, J went 
swith a party of men, in two bonts, to the house of John 
Myford, for whom we made a strict search, but found bim 
not. I found eight sheep, which, as it was dificult (o 
bring over the river, 1 gave in chargo to Sepals celia 
of the Juight-Horse, and herewith deliver his receipt for 
them, hero were two men, Lunt and Oakly, from 
East-Chester, in tho house, who refused giving any ac- 
count of themselves, and being in a suspicious house, I 
brought them to town prisoners. he Delegates from 
Wostchester, Messrs. Draite and Ward, answered (or their 
appearance at five o'clock this afternoon, when, if the Con- 
gress think proper, they shall be brought yip ‘for examina- 


ion, e  Wintaan Maucom, 


“To tha Honourable the Provincial Congress of tha Colony 
of New-York.” 


4 In Paovinoras. Conannas, New. Your, December 14, 1778, 

On motion, tho Congross, luking into consldoration his Mxecllonoy 
Govornour Lryon's paper of tho 4th instant, dirootad to the inhabitants 
of Now-York, otina inte the fallowing Rosolutions ¢ 

Resolved, That it is tho opinion of this Congress, that nono of tho 
spooplo of this Colony have withdrawn their allogianeo from ILis Mo- 
jjoaty. 

! Kegolved, Thal the supposed prosont * turbulont stato” of this Colony 
origes, not from the want of a propor uttachmont lo our Prince, and 
tho cstablishimont in the Nustricte House of Ranover, nor from a dosira 
to hocame indepandont of the British Crown, or a spirit of opposition to 
that just and oqual rulo to which, by tho British Conatitution, and our 
titgiont and cstabtished form of Governmont, wo aro aubject: bat solely 
‘from tha Inronde mado om both by tho oppressive acts of the British Par. 
Voamont, doviaod for onslaying its Majesty's liego subjects in tho Ameri. 
ean Golonies, and the hoatile ultampts of tho Miniatry to carry these nots 
into oxecution, 

Resolved, That thongh this Colony, in conjunction with tho othor 
United Colonics, nas had recouryo to tho appointmont of Congrosves and 
Committees for the moro ordorly and offyetual rodrosa of thoir nume- 
rous nnd heavy grievances, yot it is by no moans the desire or dosign of 
ita inhabitants fo disvuso, much less to a 080 oF obstruct tho ordinary 
,o00rds of logislation, but that thoy highly estoom their right of boing 
‘goprosontod in Genoral Assombly. . ° 

2 Resolved, nevortheless, Thut $t is tho opinion of this Congress thot 
nb Ching of a salutary nature oun bo oxpaoted from a aoparate declaration 
of tho gongo of this Colony on tho Regolution of tho LLouso of Com- 
mona on the 20th of February Inst, and that, tho motion whorcon 
‘the same was grounded, was conforsodly famed to disunilo the Colo- 
nies, it would be highly dangerous to, and totally inconsiatont with fio 
glorious plan of Ameriean Union, should this Colony oxpross tholr ao- 
orate sonao on tho uhove-montionod aupposod conciliatory proposal on 
tho part of Great Britain, 

Resolved, That it is tho opinion of thie Congrose, that this Colony is 
fully and offectually ropresented in tho Confinontal Congress, for tho 
purposo of oxpreasing tha sonse of its inhabitants on any overture for a 
roconciljation, and that the Continental Congress hag fully and diapas- 
‘slonugely oxprosed tho gonso of the inhabitants of this Colony on, the 
abovomontioned Resolution of the 20th of February last. 

A (roo copy from the minutos: 

Rouenr Benson, Secretary, 
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Ve also delivered in the receipt of Jsaae I, Sebring, an 
officer of the Light-Horse, which was read and filed. 

Ordered, That the Deputies of Mesichester County be 
a Committee to examine the persons taken by Major Mad. 
com on oath, and to fiberate them, or order them into con- 
finement, as they may think proper, 


The Momorial of Join Norberg, Usq.,* together with 
the several Certificates attending the same, were read ; and 
the Memorial and Certificate of B. Romans were filed. 
It appearing thereby to this Congress that Captain Nor- 
berg is in such a state of health as that tenderness and 
humanity to him demand our consent to his going to Great 
Britain, fox the restoration of his impaired constitution ; 
and it also appearing to the Congress that Captain Nor 
berg has with the strictest honour behaved towards the 
inhabitants of the American Colonies, as a soldier aud a 
gentleman, 

Resolved, That Captain Norberg bo permitted to go to 
Great Britain, with all or any such of his effects as he 
may choose to remove ; and it is hereby recommended to 
all persons in this Colony not to interrupt Captain Nor- 
berg’ in his removal with his said effects, 


Colonel McDougall moved, and was seconded by Cap- 
tain Cuyler, that onch of the Delegates who have repro- 
sented this Colony, and now represent it in Continental 
Congrass, be allowed for his services, in his quality of De- 
logato, five dollars per day, for cach day ho shall bave been, 
or may be, from his place of abode, on the publick service, 

Mr, Hobart moved, and was seconded by Mr. Strong, 
for the following amendment to Colonel MaDougall’s mo- 
tion, to wits That the words * five dollars” bo obliterated, 
and the words “three dollars” inserted, 

Debates arose on the said proposed amendment, and the 
question being put thereon, it was carried in the negative, 
in manner following, to wit: 


Vor the Afirmative or Amend. — Far the Nogative or against 


’ ments the Amendment, 
2 Suffolk. 2 Dutchors, 
2 Ulster. 3 Albany. * 
2 King’s. 4 Now-York. 
2 Tryon, 2 Weatcheator, 
2 Orungo. - 
_ 11 votes, 
10 votos, 


Ordered, therefore, That the said proposed amend- 
ment be rejected. 
Mr. John Moore then moved, and was seconded by My, 


¥ Yo the most respectable Rentlemen of the Provincial Congress, Naw. 
Yorn I bog Joayo lo prosont lo the most raspeatnble Congress this oir. 
oumstanoa: Lama nattyo of Sweden, and have heon poracautod for 
that, I havo bean ugainal the Fenech fuotion there, Pinavo boon in 
Mis Britanick Majesty's sorvico since January, 1758. K have bean 
twice alot through my body Koro list war in Ameried, and Lam now 
nixty-fivo youra old, roducod by ago, wounds, and gravel, which may 
be avon by Doctor Jones's ooitifionto, In 1773 I got pormission in Ja- 
mutica ta go to Loudon, whore [ petitioned to bo an inyatic officer, but, 
ug a forcignor, I could not onjoy a commission in Zngland or Ireland. 
Mis Mujosty was graciously i} leased to givo mo tho allowance for Mort. 
George, coven shillings atorling por day,) with Hborty to tive whore I 
plonao 1n Arkoriea, boonuao tho fort has beon abandoned thia sight years, 
and only two men romain thoro, to ugglet any oxpress going bolivoon 
New-York and Ganada, 

L arrived horo in Netw.York last yoar, in Sepéember, with intontion 
to live in Now-York, As I hoard nothing olso than disharmony 
amongat gentloman, which waa not agrooable to my ago, I rasolvad ta 

‘0 to Fort.@eorge, and live thore in a Tittle coltago aw an hormit, whore 
was vory happy for six montha. 

Tho 12th of Bay Jast Mr. Romane camo and took possossion of Fort. 
George. Mr. Romans behaved vory gontcol and ctyil ta mo. 1 told 
him that I did not bolong to tho army, and I may bo considered as a 
half-pay officor or invalid, and convincod hin that I was plagued with 
gravol. Mr. Romans gave mo his pnssport to go lo New.Lebanon to 
recover my health; and he told mo thut, in rogard to ny age, I may 
go whoro ] ploaso. ‘ 

As I can't gol any bill for my subsistence, and I can't live upon wind 
and woathor, I thorofore hog and implore tho most rospeotalle Congrers’s 

ermission to go lo England; and I intend to go to my native comitry, 
Feoutd havo gona away, auroly, af woll og soma others havo dono; but 
T will not, upon any account, de such n thing, I hopo tho most ro. 
apvolable Congrars will not do partially, to refuse mo; bocanso Major 
Hetherington, Gaptain Brown and Captain Kelly, who aro in tho army, 
havo boon pormitted to go to Ragland; and it may happou thay roturn 
horo again on aatugl sorvice, which old aga and infirmities render mo 
inonpablo of, 

Ag it is the custom amongst the Christion nations and the Turk, 
that thoy give subsistence to ovory prisoner agaording to theit rank, 
should tho most respectable Congress havo any claim upon ma to be H 
prisonot horo, I hope they will givo mo my aubsiatonco from thd 12¢h 
of May lust, accor ting tomy rank ae Captain, Limplore'the favor of 

jo 


-tho moat rospootablo Congrons's answor, 1 gakit oF 
I havo the honour to remain, with great roapedty ge itlomen, your 
most obediont, humble sorvant, oud Nonsera, 


Naw. Yorn, December 21, 1776. 1 Ae. 
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‘Humphreys, for the following amendmont to Colonel Me- 
Dougell’s motion, to wit: That the words * five dollars 
be obliternted, and tho words * four dolJars” insorted in its 
stead. 

Debates aroso on the said last proposed amendment, and 
the question being put thereon, it carried in the affirma- 
tive in die manner following, to wit: 

Fox the Affirmatins. For the Nogative. 

2 King’s, 4 Now.Yotk. 

2 Wostchester, 3 Albany. 

2 Dutehess. 
2 Uletor. 

2 Suffolk. 
2 Orango. 
2 Tryon, 
14 votos. 

Resolved, therefore, That cach of the Delogates who 
have represented this Colony, and now yopresent it in 
Continental Congress, be allowed Jor his avrvives, in his 
quality of Delegate, four dollars por day, for cach day he 
shall lave been, or may be, from his usual pince of abode 
on that service; and 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Visq., 
as Treasurer of this Congress, or tho Treasurer for the 
time being, be directed, and he is hereby divected and au- 
thorized, to pay unto each of the Delegates who repre- 
sented this Colony at tha lato Continental Congress, and 
to ench of the ial ogates of this Colony for tho time being, 
or his logal reprosentatives, four dollars par day, for every 
day Unt bo hath been, or shnil bo, from his usual placo of 
abodo on that sorvice. 


7 yotca, 


Dio Vonoria, 3 ho. P. M., Vooombor 15, 1775, 

Tho Congress met pursuant to adjournment, 

Present: Nathaniel Moodhull, Wesq., Prosidont. 

For New-Yorkt.—Colone) McDougal), My. Beekman, Co- 
Jonel Brasher, Mr, Ray, Mr. Sands, Mr, Scott, My. Van 
Zandt, Mv. Tnilay. 

Albany.—Captain Bleecker, Mr. Gansevoort, Colonel 
Renssolaor, Captain Cuylor. 

Dutchess.—-Mr, Gilbert Livingston, Mr. Hamphrey, Mr. 
Schenck, 

Ulster, —Mr, Cantine, Mr. Wynkoop. 

Westchester—Colone) Gilbort Drako, Colone) Graham, 
Mr. Ward. 

Tryon.—Mr. Moore. 

Sujffolle.—Colonel Woodhull, Mr, Hobart, Captain Wick- 
ham, Mr. ‘Tredwell, Mr, Gelston. 

Orauge.—Mr. Horving, Colonel Hay, 

King’s, —Mr, Covenhoven, 

A Lattor from Mr, John Dennis, of the City of New- 
Bruustwicle, dated November 28, 1775, was read, and is in 
the words following, (o wit: 

“City of Now-Brunswisk, Novambor 98, 1775, 

«Sint By your orders reecivad by Abraham Clark, t 
sent you six quarter-casks of powder, which was all { could 
collect, ‘L'he persons { had it fom are impatient, and beg 
the powder may be returned, as our inhabitants are desti- 
tute of that article. 

“ Your assistance will be duly acknowledged by your 
obedient, bumble servant, Joun Dennis. 
"To Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Usq., at New-York.” 

William Sutton, Esq, of Westchester, attending at the 
door, was admitted, and informed the Congress that he has 
been obliged, for fear of injuries, lo leave his place of 
abodo, and made the requests and engagements contained 
in a Protection given to him, which is in the words follow- 
jng, fo wits 

¥ William Sulton, Esq., of Westchester County now ap- 
pears before this ‘Congress, and requests protection to re- 
turn to his house, and engages to apply to, and deliver 
himself up to the Committee of the Caantp of Westehes- 
ter, at thelr next mocting, and at any other time when they 
shall send for him, ta answor all such charges as may be 
mase against him, and abido the judgment and determina- 
tion of the said Committee; and Mr. Joseph Bull, now 
present, engages that the said William Suction shall go to 

Westchester County and deliver himself up to the suid 

Committee, at their next meeting. Therefore, 

-“ Ordered, That the said Williath Suiton be permitted 
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to return to lls house in safety, and submit himsolf to the 

Committeo of HVestchester County, and that in the interim 

his boat-be considesed ag unslor the protection of this Con- 
» 

gress. 


Tho Agreomont made and entered into betsyeen Colonel 
Alcwander MeDougall and Peter T. Curtenius, on bohalf 
of the Provincial Congyess of the one part, and Cornefius 
Atherton of the other part, on the 8d of November last, for 
the making of Muskets and Bayonots, was read, and filod, 
and is in tha words following, to wit: 

’ Novombor 23, 1778, 

Articles of Agreement made, agreed to, and concluded 
by and between Colonel Alewander MeDougadl and Peter 
TD, Curtentus, of the City of Netw- Yorke, by and on behalf 
of the Provincial Congress of the Colony of New- Yorle 
of the one part, and Cornelius Atherton, of dmenta Pre- 
cinct, in Dutchess County, Gunsmith, of the othor part: 
Witnessath, That tho said partios, fi the considerations 
hereinafier mentioned, bayve covennnted and agreed to- 
gether int manner following, that is to say: Virst, Tho said 
Cornelius Atherton, in consideration of the sum of sixty 
pounds, lawful money of New- Yorde, vow nlvanced to him, 
and in further consideration of tho covenants and agreements 
of the said parties of the second part herein contained, doth, 
for himsoll hig execotors, and administrators, covenant, 
grant and agreo to, and with tho said Alewander MeLou~ 
gall nud Petor D. Curtenins, joy and sovorally, und to 
and with the survivor of thom, and the executors and ad- 
ministyatoys of suoh survivor, that ho, tho said Cornelius 
Atherton, his oxecutors or administrators, shall and will 
with the utmost diligence make, finish, and deliver to the 
said Alewander Me Dougall andl Peter T. Curtentus, or 
their order, as many good muskots and bayonets as he shall 
bo able to make and finish on or before tho Lat day of May 
next. And that he the said Cornelius Atherton, his oxo« 
cutors or adininistratory, shall and will, on or before tho Lat 
day of April noxt, doliver to the said Alewander MeDore 
gall and Peter 1 Curteniua, at loast two hundred good 
and wall Goishod muskets and bayonets; that the barrel of 
cach of the anid imuskets shall be three feet six inches in 
length, and the bore three-fonrth parts of on inch in di- 
ameter; and that oach of the said barrels shinll bo mado of 
the best iron for that purpose, and of full proof, and bo 
well and fully proved before they shall be stocked that 
tho stocks shall bo mado of yood wood, and finished in n 
noat and workfnanlike manner; that the locks shall bo of 
the best anally s tho muskets brass mounted and farnished 
with good steel raniods, and the muskets finishod like the 
pattorn deliverad to tho said Cornelins; that tho blade of 
each bayonet shall be oighteon inches in Jength from the 
shouldor ; the bayonet to be mado in tho beat manner, with 
a good bayonet-sheath. That onch of tho said muskets 
shall be marked, as follows: “Co, New- York,” and doliver+ 
od at the price of thres pounds fourtoon shillings, current 
monoy of New-York, for each musket and bayonet, sieel 
ramrod and bayonet-sheath, mounted, finished and delivers 
od as aforesaid. 

“And the said Alexander McDougall and Petor T. 
Curtenius for themselves, their oxecutors and administra» 
tors, do covenant, grant, and agreo, 40 and with the said 
Cornelius Atherton, his executors and administrators, that 
as soon as the said Cornelius shull deliver or cause to bo 
delivered to them, good sceuritics for the sum of threo 
hundred and fifty pounds, to ba repaid in such muskets 
and bayonets as aforesrid, at the price before-mentioned, 
or on failure of tho delivery of tho said muskets and bayo- 
nets before the 1st day of April next, then the sum in 
arrear to be repaid in money ; that they the suid Alexander 
MeDougali and Peter { Curtentus, will advance to tho 
snid Cornelius Atherton the further sum of bvo hundred 
and ninety pounds in addition to the sum of sixty pounds 
rw advanced to him, t6 enable him to carry on the busi 
ness of mating and finishing tho said muskets nod bayonets, 
And also that they, the said parties of tho second part, will 
allow to the said Cornelius Atherton, his exacutors ar 
administrators tho price of three pounds and fourteen shil- 
Tings, for cach such musket and bayonet, with nv séeél ram. 
rod and sheath, finished in manner aforesaid, as he, shall 
deliver to thom on or before the rst day of May next, and 
pay him for the samo whatever sum the price of*such 
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muskets and bayonets shall execed the sum of three hun- 
dred and fifty pounds, 

“Tn witness whereof, the §nid parties to these presents 
have to these presents interchangeably set their hands and 
seals, the day and year on this indenture fust written, And 
the said Cornelius Atherton agrees to put swivels Lo tho 
said muskets. * Connetius ATIBRION. 

“ Senled and delivered in the presence of us, on this 28d 
day of November, 1775: the eighteenth line of this page 
being mostly strack out with a pen, and Jeft an entire blank 
line. “ Roneey Benson, 

«Joun McKrsson.” 


** Received of Comfort Sands, of the City of New- York, 
Merchant, by order of, and on account of the Provincial 
Congress, and on account, and at the request of Alevander 
McDougall and Peter T. Curtenius, the sum of sixty 
pounds, mentioned in the preceding indenture. 

, ° “ Cornuuius Arienton,”? 

« Novombor 23, 1775. 

Thereupon, Resolved, That this Congress fully approves 
of the said Contract made on their account, and declare they 
think it a beneficial Contract, made and in pursuance of 
the order of the Continental Congress, and that they take 
the Contiact on account and yisk of the Congress of this 
Colony 5 and 

Ordered, That the Troasmer of this Congress adyanco 
and pay to Colonel MeDougall and Peter 1. Curtenius, 
or their order, the sum of three hundred and fifly Pounds, 
agreed to be advanced to the said Cornelius Atherton, as 
goon as the said Cornelins shall havo given such security as 
is mentioned in the said Contract. 

Tho Congress proceeded to tho business appointed for 
this afternoon, to wit; The appointing a Commitice of Safo- 

«ty for this Colony, and limiting their powers. And Mr, Scott 
and Mr. Elobart, who were named a Committeo for that 
ae reported a draft of powers for a Committee of 

afety, which were read, amended, and approved of, and 
many additional powers to the said Committee of Safety 
were moved for, and approved of, agreed to, and added 
thereto. 

The Congress then proceeded to name and appoint the 
Members of the said Committes of Safety. 

Thereupon Mr. Gansevoort moved, and was seconded 
by Mr, Rensselaer, for the sense of Congress, whether one 
of the Deputies of the County of Aléany now present, 
may be permitted to seyve as a member in Mie Committoo of 
Safety, until ono other Deputy of tho said County shall 
relieve him; the said Deputy who shall come to relicve the 
other to continue as the member of said Committee un- 
til the Congress shall meet again. 

The question being put on said mation, it was carried in 
the negative, 

The Congress then named and appointed Colonel Alca- 
ander McDougall, John Morin Scott, Filliam Allison, 
Peter R. Livingston, Morris Graham, Abraham Brasher, 
John Teffertsa, Comfort Sands, James Beekman, John 
Inlay, Pierre Van Cortlandt, and Samuel Brewster, to bo 
a Commitico of Safety, and any seven or more of them to 
be a quorum, 

Ordered, Thatethe said powers of the Committee of 
Safety, as now agreed to, and resolved on, be considered 
ag perfect powers to tle said Committee, so far as they are 
agreed to, and that they be engrossed, and taken up for 
further additional powers, if necessary, to-morrow morning, 

Ordered, That this Congress, to-morrow morning, take 
into consideration the state of the Provincial currency, or- 
dered to be issued by the late Pyvincial Congress. ~ « 

Colonel Moodhull obtained leave of absence, the Coun- 
ty at Su folle being reprosontedewithout him, 

, The Congross adjouned to ten o’clock, to-morrow mor- 
ing 7 . 


Dio Snbbati, 10 ho, A. M., Docombor 16, 1778, 
The Congress mot pursuant to adjournment. Present: 
For Netw- Yorke.—Colonel MeDougSll, Colonel Brasher, 
Mr. Beekman, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. 
Ray, Mr. Sands, Mr. Imlay. 
Alviqny —Colonel_ Rensselacr, Capt, Cuylor, Mr. Ganse- 
voor, Captain Bleecker. 


Fourtu Sentes.—~Vo1. tv. 
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Dutchess. ~Mr, Gilbert Livingston, Mr. Humphreys, Mr.- 
Schenck. 

Ulster.—Mr, Wynkoop, Mr. Cantine. 

Orange.—My. Herring, Colonel May. 

Stffolle.—Mr, Tredwell, Mr. Wickham, Mr, Gelston. 

Weostchester.—-Col. Graham, Col, G, Drake, Mr. Ward. 

T'ryon.—My. Moore. 


John Herring, Esq., was unanimously olected’ Presi! 
dent pro tem. 


The Members of Fesichester County roported, that 
they had examined Benjamin Lunt on oath, and had his 
Deposition taken before Alderman Blagge, which was 
read, 

Ordered, That the said Deposition bo delivered to the 
Deputies of Westchester County, to be delivered to the 
Committee of Westchester County, 


The Congross then resumed the consideration of the 
powers to the Committee of Safety. The sane was read, 
and amended, with some additions thereto, and fully agreed 
to, and resolved on, are ordered to be entered, and are fi 
the words following, to wit: 

Resolved, That the following membeis of this Congress, 
to wit: Colonel Alcwander McDougall, John Morin Scott, 
Jeremiah Clarke, Peter R. Livingston, Morris Qraham, 
Abraham Brasher, John Leffertse, Comfnt Sands, Tho- 
mas Lredwell, John Inlay, Pierre Van Cortlandt, and 
Samuel Brewster, be aud hereby ave constituted and ap- 
pointed a Committocygf Safety, whereof seven shall be a 
sufficient quorum, with tho following power and authority, 
and under the following regulations, to wit: 

Ist. A standing power to giant all commissions in the 
Militia of this Colony, subject to the regulations thereof, 
as established by tho Provincial Congress. 

2d, Powor during the recoss of this Congress, in case 
of any alarm, insurrection, or invasion, or where any mat~ 
ter or thing, for the exeeuting whereof military force shall 
or may be necessary, to order and direct’ the Militia of the 
Colony, or any part thereof, subject nevertheless to the 
control of this and the Continental Congress, 

3d. The like power during such recess, from time to 
timo, in such cases us ave last mentioned, to order and di- 
rect any of tho Continental Forees that shall be within 
this Colony, and be put by appointment of the Conti- 
nental Congress under the order and direction of this Con- 
gress, subject nevertheless to such control as afore-men- 
tioned, 

4th. A standing power, by dvafts on the Treasury, to 
apply all such monays as shall be appropriated to uses, but 
not actually applied by this Congress. 

5th, A standing power, by like drafts, to appropriate 
and apply any such moneys as shall fiom time to time be 
by them judged necessary for contingent and seeret ser- 
Vices 5 provided the same do not in the whole exceed five 
thousand Pounds. 

Gth. A-standing power to execute, or cause to bo exe- 
cuted, orders, resolves, and recommendations, as woll of 
the Continental as of this Congiess. 

Th, A standing power for the care, dhection, and dis- 
position of tho magazines, arms, ammunition, and other 
military stores and implements helouging to this Colony, 
or which shall bo committed by the Continental Congress 
to the care and direction of this Congress. 

8th. A power, in the recess of this Congress, to call a 
meeting of the same when and where, in the judgment of 
the Commiittee, any emergency shall require it; and on 
every such call to give at lenst fourteen days notice of tho 
meeting. , r 

9th. A power to enjoin secreay on their members, and 
others under their direction, as to all matters in the exect- 
tion of their trust, wherein they shall judge it nevessary ; 
and as the due execution of many things for the publick 
safety may require tha utmost secrecy, that in all cases 
whorein thoy shafl esteem such secrecy is required, the 
shall have tho power of withholding the discovery of thelr 
proceedings fiom this Congress, until one month altertlte 
danger which may attend such discovery is pasts ~ 

JOth. To keep an exact journal of their prooesdings, 
subject to the inspection of this Congress, in certified 
copies thereof, with power to withhold out of:gueh copics 
matters of secrecy as above directed, AP 
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11h. A power, during tho recess of this Congress, to 
open and answor all letters directed to this Congress, or Ue 
Prosident thoreol, 

12h, A power to comply as fir and ns ofan ne they 
shall think proper, with any requisition by the Genorals of 
the Continental forees, or any or either of them. 

A power to tale up and examine persons suspected to 
havo brokon the resolutions of the Continental or this Con- 
press, und, acvording to their disurution, to disebarga ar 
send such persons to the General Committed of the Coun- 
ty, to whoin it belongs to determine the matter, 

A. powor to carry into exceution a settlement of ac- 
dounts with the Continental Congress. 

A power to carry into execution, if necessary, the reso- 
lutions of the late Congress for the emission of paper cur- 
roncy, subject howavor to such alterations as this Congress 
shall think proper to make. . 

A discretionary power to purchaso arms and ammuni- 
tion, and apply the same to tho poblick servico, 

A power, in caso of deficiency of the Provincial ‘Trea 
sury, to answer the appropriations and applications hera- 
by invusted to the Committee; to supply such doficien- 
cy, as often as it may happen, by a vote of eradit, to bo 
made good by provision hereafter to be mado by Con- 
gress, 

A. power to sottle and dotermine all questions to be put 
to them by the Committee of Accounts, arising in thoir 
department. 

Resolved, That the Commitc¥¥bf Safety, horeby ap- 
pointed, do continue to ho investad usa body, distinet from 
Congress, with all tho powers above-mentioned, until tho 
said Committee shall bo dissolved by order of this Con- 

vass, or until the second ‘Zvesday of June next, unless a 
ulure Congress of this Colony shull be soonor convenad, 


Dissentients to that part of tha last Resolution contained 
in the words “ or until the second Tuesday of June next:” 
Colanol Rensselaer, Mr, Gansevoort, Captain Cuyler, Colo- 
nel Brasher, Colonel Graham, Me. Schenck, : 

Mr. Gansevoort, seconded by Mr, Rensselaer, moved in 
the words following, to wits 

That if it sfld 0 happen that any member, appointed 
as ona of the Committes of Safety, should be prevented, 
either by sicknoss or other unforcseon qccident, from at 
tonding the said Committee, whereby the publick business 
ray bo delayed, that his place may be supplied by one 
other of tho Deputics of the County whore such member 
of the Committee of Safety resides, to bo appointed by 
the General Committee of tho samo County, 

Debatos arose on the said motion; and the question 
being put thereon, it was carried in the negative, in the 
munnor following, to wits 

For tha Negative, 


Suffolk, Wostohostor, 
Tutohoas, Now-York, 
Or ingo, ‘Yryon, 
Ulator, 


Albany oqually dividod, 


Ordered, therefore, That the said motion be rejected. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety bo, and here- 
by aro fully empowered to issue orders to tho respective 
Counties in this Colony, to elect Deputies for a Provincial 
Congress of’ this Colony, to meet on the second Tnesday 
in May next; the said Committee, by their order, appoint- 
ing the day of election in ench County to be at least twen- 
ty-one days before the said second Tuesday in May next. 

The Congress then proceeded to take into consideration 
the emission of the Paper currency agreed to be issued by 
tlie late Congress; and after a considerable time spent there- 
At the following Resolutions were unanimously agreed to, 
fo wits 
¥ Resolved, That the periods of sinking of ono hundred 
qnd twelve thousand five bundred Dollars, by two pay- 
monts—the first of fifty-six thousand two hundred and filty 
Dollars on tho first day of Alarch, 1776, and the remaining 
Afty-six thousand two hundred and fifty Dollars the first 
day of March, 1777, agreeably to tho Resolve of the late 
Provineial Congress of the second day of September {ast 
past—be altered; and that the said fist sum of filty-six 
thousand twa hundred and fifty Dollars be sunk on the first 
ifiysof March, 1777, and the remaining fifty-six thousand 
Ba hee : 
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two handred aud (ify Dollar an the first day of Mareh, 
1774. 

And whereas, the lity Provineia) Congress direeted that 
the Billy, by Chem ordered to be emitted, should: he signed 
hy at least three persons, und it append thot there iy noe 
room andicient on eveh ul phe tid Bille for three signers 
therefore, 

Resolved, Thacany two af the suid siuers he anficient 
tu sign quel: of tha anid Bille 

And whorens, this Congiess have applied to the Cont 
nental Congress to lend this Colony the sun of one hie 
dred and Gvalyo thousand five lnndred’ Dollars 5 if the Cone 
tinental Gongvess shall make that lem to this Colony, 

Resolved, That in such ease the Commidtey of Safety 
are not to take any meuure towards ean the Mone 
above-mentioned ; and that the sum so dent sball he sul 
in eqond moiotios atthe respective periods lit abovesmens 


tioned, ’ 
ae A m 


Div Lande, (ha. A. ML, Doeomber 1d, 1778, 

Present: John Herring, sy, President, pro tem. 

For Nowe York.---Colouel MeDougall, Mr. cia Mi 
Brasher, Ma, Roosevelt, Mr Scott, Mi Ruy, Mr. Sands, 
Mr, Rutuers. 

Alhany.—Colonel Rensselavr, Capt. Cuylur, Mr. Gauge 
voort, Mr, Bleveker 

Dutch s-—Me. Vumphroys, My. Sehonek. 

NSufolle—Me. Predwell, Mir Wiekhum, Mar Golaton, 

Qrango—Mr, Mey My, Terriog, Mr. Clowes, 

Ulster—-Mr. Wynkoop, Mr, Cuntine, Mn. Palinor, 

Iestehester.—-Mr, Graham, Mr. Lockwood. 

Tryonm-Mr,. J. Moro. 

No other Members appoaring, and Dadehess and Test 
chester not being @ quorum, the Congress could ot proe 
cead to business, tnd adjourned ill threo o’cloal: this ale 
noon, 





ome 


Dio Laur, 2 ho. Ma Dooombor 18,1770, ; 

‘Cho Congress mot pursuant to adjourmmont. 

Prosont; John Herring, Tesq., Prosidont, pre tem, 

Tor New-York Mr. Sanda, Colonel MeWougall, Mr. 
Ray, Mr, Rutgors, Mr, Imlay, Mr. Scott, Colonel 
Brasher. 

Albany,—-Colonal Ronaselaer, Capt, Cuylor, Mr, Gansa- 
voort, Mr. Bleceker. 

Dutchess. —Mr. Humphreys, My. Schenok. 

Suffolle—Mer, Wiekhan, Mr, Trtdwell, Mv. Golston, 

Oranger—Mr, Herring, Colonel Uny, Mr. Clowes, 

Ulster—Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Cantino, Mr, Palmer, 

Weatchester—DUr. Graham, Mr. Lockwood, My. Paulding, 

Tryon—Mr. J, Moore. 

King's-—Mr. Vanderbilt, 

Mr. Palmer, from the Committco who went up to tho 
Fortifications in tho Ffighiands, delivered in the Report of 
tho said Commiltteo, together with a Dratt or Plan to ex« 
plain the same. 

The said Report was read; and boing vend a second 
tine, is in tho words following, to wit: 

“ Fort-Constitution, Decomber 14, 1773. 

« The Committee appointed by an order of the Provincial 
Congress, bearing date the 7th instant, to repair to the for- 
tifications in the Lighlands, and endeavour to accommo- 
date the difference subsisting between tho Commissioners 
for erecting said fortifications and the Engineer——und in 
ease they should not be able to accommodate the said dif- 
ference, to give such directions as they should think neces- 
sary for oxpediting the,works of the said fortifications, in 
such manner as they should judge best for tho publick 
service, and make report, as wall of tho true causo of such 
diflorence as of all necessary facts relating to the same, 
and of such directions us they shall have given for expe 
diting tho snid work—do Report: + 

* That afer examining inté tho matters of complaint from 
both parties, they are of opinion that Mr. Romans must 
either bave mistakgn the charge committed to him by the 
honourable Committes of Safety, by request of the Com- 
missioners, or, as appears from his conduct, has assumed 
powers with which he know he was not intrusted ; as it ap- 
pears that the Commissioners objectad tothe manner of 
erecting some works that aro nearly finished, and refused 


* 
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their consent to the erectingyof others begun, especially that 
called the Grand Bastion, in which we think they judged 
right; which, nevertheless, boaywas determined to carry on, 
declaring that they had no vote nor authority in any natters 
at tho Post more than to furnish stores and workmen, and 
pay them. Qn the other hand, the Commissioners, from 
the authority with which they conceive the honourable the 
Provincial Congress had invested in them to erect fortifica- 
tions, thought themselves responsible, in a great degree, for 
the misapplication of the publick moneys appropriated Jor 
that use; in which we also think they judged right; and, 
therofore, that Mr. Romans was to blame in refusing to con- 
sult the Commissioners on every matter of importance, be- 
fore he attempted to carry it into execution. For further 
pation relative to this report, we refer the honourable 
House to the copies of the directions given to the Com- 
missioners and Ungineer. 

“2d. That on gbserving the siwation of the works 
ereclec® and planned by the Engineer, we do further re- 
port, that with respect to the battery nearly finished with 
matling, &¢., we find that none of the cunnon can be 
pointed so as to obstruct any vessel in her passage up, 
uatil she passes the /est-Potnt, one hundred or one hun- 
dred and fifty yards; and when she has passed the afore- 
said battery, none cun be brought to bear on her any dis- 
tance up the river, especially should she border on the 
east shore, Upon the whole, we are of opinion no vessel 
would be undor the command of the battery more than 
half the reach from tha Mest-Point to the point of Marte- 
laer’s Rovk. 

“ With respoct to the Grand Bastion, (0 called,) we do 
further report, that on examination of the work still to be 
grectad to finish tho same, we find two lines which, to- 
gother, will consist of a wall of three hundred fect in 

elongth, thirty feet on an average in beight and in breadth, 
and eighteen feet bigh, together with another wall of like 
dimensions as to height and breadth, and will consist of 
two hundred feet in length, which is to encirele the block- 
house and join the former, which in its area is to contain 
bomb-proof arches of brick, and a grand magazine, which 
is to cover men in time of engagement, as the Mngineer 
informed us; all which we conccive will be impracticable 
to complete in season, even should tho exponse be approv- 
ed of, which in our opinion would not amount to loss than 
oight or ten (housand pounds, and, when completed, would 
i afluct any vessel until sho came abreast with the West. 

oint, . 

The Committee do further report, that they are of opi~ 
nion, that instead of orecting tho above described worl, it 
would better answer the use and safety of the post for the 
present, to throw up a breastwork in the hollow of the 
above-mentioned avea, facing the H’est-Point, sufliciont to 
contain four or six cannon, and also, to crect a Barbet 
battory on a gravel bill, markod on dia late draft of Mr, 
Romans, (11,) sufficient to mount eight large cannon, eigh- 
teen pounders, two of which, to be mounted on a short cur 
tain facing the reach above the Mest- Point; the broastwork 
to be composed of timber, filled in with earth, with a good 
platform 5 the advantage of which will fully appear by the 
river draft, When this is completed, we would recom- 
mend, that a low gonstructed block-house be erected on an 
eminence abreast of the Mest-Point, which will serve to 
keep up atine of communication between the last men- 
tioned batiery and the other works, 

“3d, With respact to the state of the barracks, the Com- 
mittee do farther report, that they find one of eighty by 
twenty fuet, of one story and one of one hundred by twenty 
feet, ove-aud-a-half story high, both which when cleaved of 
workmen and Jabourers, will coftain about three hundted 
men? ‘he foundation of another barrack, cighty by twen- 
ty feot, two story high, and when completed, will contain 
one hundred ond sixty men 3 this Intter barrack we find 
will be well covgred by the emihence on which stands#he 
hlock-house ; the former stands much exposed to the fire 
of the onemy, as soon as they open the Mest-Point, espe- 
cially the ono of one hundred feet, nor would it bo fully 
covered, in our opinign, was tha exfensive Grand Bastion 
aforesaid completely finished, agreeably to Mr. Romans's 

plan, 
*«Nfler going through with the busingss above reported, we 
went down the river in the barge us fir as Pooploop’s Kill; 


on our way, about three and a half miles below the fortress 
on the west side of the river, a landing place of easy ac- 
cess from the river to the height of the land above, whialr 
may be occupied by an enemy to our damage. Wo then 
proceeded, and took a view of the height aud situation of 
the ground forming the noth chop of Pooploop’s Kill, 
which projects itself so far into the river that the distance 
across to the other shore does not exceed one hundred 
perches. We are clearly of opinion, that this is by far the 
most advantageous situation in the Highlands for a fortifica- 
tion, as one erected on this point would command the reach 
of the river downwards to the point of the Dunderbarragh, 
being the distance of nearly three mifes, and from the same 
point the reach upwards may be commanded us far, and is 
environed in its adjacent and contiguous .situations with 
marshes and inaccessible mountains, which renders it im- 
practicable for the enemy to land. We are, (berefore, of - 
opinion, that a battery of sixteen or eighteen guns ought to 
be erected on this point, and that baacks be ereeted there 
to make it a post of about ono hundred and (ifty or two hun- 


dred men 
red men, “Francis Nicont, 


“Josrrm Drakes, 
‘Diromas Paumen,”? 


The same Report being read, and the question being 
put thereon, 

Resolved, That the Congress does agree with their 
Comnnitteo in the said Report ; and ordored that Mr, Pal- 
mer draw up such farther directions relating to the Fortifica- 
tions necessary to be mado in the Lighfands, as may bo 
necossary to be directed and resolved on by this Congress, 
and report the same with all convenient speed. 


Whereas, by a Letter of tho twenty-eigith ultimo, from 
James Duane, lisq., one of the Delegates of this Colony at 
the honourable tha Continental Congress, this Congress is 
informed that an order bad passed in their favour for filly 
thousand Dollars; and by a paragraph of a Letior from Pht- 
lip Livingston, Esq., another of the Delegates of this Co» 
lony, the President is informed that the said money ig ready 
to bo paid to an order of this Congress on the Delegates 
of the Colony of Pennsyloania ; and that ta send some pro- 
per persons for the said money will prevent the expense 
of a guard to conduct it; therefore, 

Ordered, That Messrs, abraham Brasher and ‘Thomas 
Palmer, two of tho members of this Conyross, proceed to 
Philadelphia to veceive the said sum of fifty thousand Dol- 
lars ftom the Pennsylvania Delegates, id bring or re- 
mit the samo to this Congress; and 

Resolved, That a copy of this Lutry, Order, and Resolve, 
signed by the President, pro fem., and attested by tho Sea- 
rotaries, be a draft or voucher from this Congress to tha 
Pennsylvania Delegates for payment thereof; and that the 
receipt of the said Abraham Brasher and Lhomas Palner 
hoa sufficient discharge from this Congress to the Penn- 
sylvania Delegates for the same. 

In Provincial Congross, New-York, Decombor 18, 1778, 

“Guytiemen: We take tho liberty to enclose you the 
copy of a letter we thought propor to write to Governour 
Trumbull, [on the 12th inst.] on the subject of a Jate inrond 
made by some of the inhabitants of Connecticud into this 
Colony, and also a resolve of thanks for tha friendly assist- 
ance given by them on another occasion, a( the request of 
the Committea of Westchester, By the first of thegp, we 
conceive we have done what was necessary to support, in 
a friendly manner, that honour and independency, with re- 
spect to every particular Colony, which we think, necessa- 
ry, notonly for our internal security, but also for maintainin: 
our proper weight, asa Colony, in the scale of Continenta 
Union, By the other, we show our readiness to receive 
any assistance from our neighbours, when properly affard- 
ed on requisition, and suitably to acknowledge such nssist- 
ance, 

You will observe, gentlemon, that to prevent thasd je - 
lousies which the introduction of parties of armed at ke 3 
any neighbouring Colony, unless properly requestesly, iil! 
naturally beget, wa give his Honour, the Governout’ of 
Connecticut, notice, that we intend to apply ta the,Copti- 
nental Congress for a regulation an thif, heads, Such a 
regulation we think necessary for supporiing, Hg cause of 
liberty, and (o prevent its enemies frompflpps i iE the want. 

aa ee 
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of security arising from inroads by our neighbours, to the 
rejudice of the common interest, 
“We thorefore request your endeavours (o procure such a 
-yogulation, by authority of the Continental Congress, and 
are, genlomen, with great respect, your most obedient sor- 
vans, By order, 
To the New-York Delegates in Continental Congress.” 


Ordered, That Major Malcom bo requested to autho- 
rize and desire Captain [Waldron to sell the Sheep taken 
at Brooklyn Ferry for the bost price he can, and to retain 
tthe expense of keeping them in his bands, and pay tho 
balance to the Treasurer of this Congress. 

Ordered, That Colonel Rensselaer, Major Lockwood, 
My. Predwell, and Mr, Scott, be 1 Committee to revise and 
amend the Militia law, or Regulations for the Militia of 
this Colony, made and published by this Congress, and they 
report thereon with all convenient speed. 

A Return from Lewis Dubois and Michacl Wygant, two 
of the Commitico of New-Marlborough Precinet, in Ulster 
County, dated tho 6th instant, was read, They certify, that 
there was chosen on that day, agreeably to the rules of the 
honourable Congress, the following Officers for the South- 
aast District of New-Marlborough: Stephen Case, Captain; 
Matthew Wygant, First Lieutenant ; John Bond, Second 
Lientenant ; Alewander Cropsey, Ensign. And Mr, Pale 
mer informed the Congress that Stephen Case, who had 
been First Lieutenant, was elected in the place of Caleb 
Merrit, who had resigned; that Matthew IPysant and 
Foln Bond wore promoted by election; and Alewander 
Cropsey, elected in the stead of the [nsign, promoted ; and 
the Commission of Caled Merrit, who resigned, was return- 
ed to tho Secretaries, 

Ordered, That Commissions be issued to thoso gentle- 
men accordingly, 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall be authorized, and 
he is hereby authorized, to purchase such a quantity of 
Cartoech Paper as he may think necessary for tho use of 
this Colony, and to lodge tho samo with Peter T Curte- 
nius, the Commissary, to be distributed to the Counties. 


Whereas, Mr. Jsaae Belknap, of Newburgh, in Ulster 
County, on the 2d day of September last past, was, upon 
sufficient information of his merit, nominated in Congress 
to the office of Quartermaster of the Regiment whereof 
Jonathan Hasbrouck, Usq,, is Colonel, aud ordered to bo 
put into conimission in that office, but by some mistake tho 
name of another gentleman was ingertod in the said Com- 
mission, 

Resolved, That itis the opinion of this Congress that 
the said Mr. Isaac Belknap ts fully qualified to fill tho said 
office; and, to testify © propor sense of his merit, that itis 
the sense of this Congress that he bo preferred to the first 
suitable vacancy that may offer in tho Militia or Minute- 
Men of the southern part of that County, 


Dio Matis, 10 ho. A, M,, Decombor 19, 1775, 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment, 
Present: John Elerring, Usq., President, pro tem. 

For New-Yorse-—Colonel McDougall, Mr. Van Zandt, 
Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Ray, Mr. Sands, Mr. Imlay, Capt. 
Rutgers. 

Albany. —Colonel Rensselaer, Captain Cuyler, Mr, Ganse- 

> yoort, Mr. Bleecker, 

Ulster.—Mr, Cantine, Mr, Wynkoop, Mr. Palmor, 

Dutchess.—Mr. Schenck, Mr. Humphreys. 

Te eet Ronee Grabam, Mr. Paulding, Mr. Lock- 
wood, 

Suffolk.—Mr, Wickham, Mr, Tredwell, Mr. Golston, 

Qranget—Colone) Hay, My, Loring, Mr, Clowes, My. 
Clarke, 4 

Ring’s—Mr. Vanderbilt. 

Tryon.—Mr, John Moore, 


‘The Comrmittes appointod to plan a voyage or voynges 
for ong or more vessels, delivared in a Report, which was 
read, and after some time spent therein, and some advices 
given thereon, it was returned to the said Committee for 
their further consideration. 

The Return of the Committee of Cornwall Precinct, in 
Orange County, signed by Thomas Outwaier, Chairman 
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of tho County Canmittea, wes brought inte Can gross by 
Jeremiah Clarke, Mey, and read. Ut is thereby certified, 
that at a meeting of the Fefholders and ‘Tenants of the 
Precinet of Cornwadl, in the County of Orange, held at 
the houso of John Brewster, in Blooming Grove, on 
Tuesday, November 7, 1775, agreeably to certain Resolves 
of the honourable Provineial Congresa of tho Colony of 
New-York, for the purpose of dissolving the Congress thon 
sitting, and also for electing a new Congress, to servo until 
the 10th day of May noxt coming, at which timo the Free. 
holders and ‘Conants legally qualified, did unanimously 
choose the boarer, the said Jeremiah Clarke, for one of the 
Deputios to represent the County of Orange in Provin« 
cin! Congress, agrecably to the Resolves aforesaid 5 and did 
also, at the same time, unanimously agree, that any two of 
the Deputies chosen to represent the said County for the 
purposes aforesaid, should be a quorum to represent tho 
said County in Congross, . ‘i 

Tho same being read and approved of, by order was 
filed 5 and . 

Ordered, That Mr, Clarke tuko his seat. 

- Agreed and Ordered, Vhat Mr. Jeremtah Clarke be 
appointed, and he is hereby appointed, a member of tho 
Committoc of Safety, in the stead of MAldiam Allison, Bsq., 
and that Me, Allisow’s name be struck out of the said Com- 
mitce, and My, Clarice's there inserted. 

Ordered, ‘Chat the Secretaries purchase five hundred 
copies of tho Proceedings of tho Continental Congress, in 
Low Dutch, and that Colonel Brasher purchase five hun- 
dved copies thereof, printed in the German tonguo, to be 
distributed gratis in the diferent parts of this Colony; and 
if there are not any copies of tha Proceedings of tho Con. 
tinental Congyoss iy the German language, that Colonel 
Brasher purchase five hundred copies of any other publi« 
cation in the German tongue, which are instructive on tha 
present controversy betwoon Great Britain and the Colo- 
nies, that they may be distributed pratis. 

Resolved, ‘That tho Committoe of Salety appointed by 
this Congress bo authorized, and the said Committee hero« 
hy is authorized, to cause such a collection to bo made of 
the sundry acts of Parliament complained of as grievances 
to the Calouies, with remarks tharaan, as they may think 
useful, to inform tho people of this Colony; and to havo 
such a number thereof! as they may think proper published 
and disporsed through tho Colony gratis. 

Mr. Clowes obtained leave of absenee, Orange County 
being fully ropresentod without his Attendance, 


Die Mantis, Sho. Py M., Doonmbor 19, £775, 

Tho Congrogs mot pursuant to adjournuiont. 

Present: John Herring, sq. Proaident, pro cen. 

Hor New-York—-Mr. John Van Cortlendt, Mr Vou 
Zandt, Colonel Melougall, Captain Ratgora, Mr, 
Scott, Mr, Ray, Mx, Sands, Colona! Brashor, My, Beak» 
man, Mr. Inlay. 

Albany. —Colonel Renssolaer, Capt. Cuyler, Mr, Bleeck- 
er, Mr, Gangovoort, 

Ulster.—Mr. Wynkoop, Mv. Cantino, Mr. Palmor, 

ste re Graham, Mr, Paylding, Mr. Look- 
wood, 

Suffolk.—Captain Wickham, Mr, Tredwell, Mr, Golaton, 

Tryon,——Mr, Moore, 

Dutchess —Mr. Schenck, Mr. Humphreys, 

Orange.—Mr. Herring, Colonel lay, Mx, Clarke. 

The Committeo appointed to employ two or more ves- 
sela for a voyage to Lurane, roported that they think it 
necessary to load two vessels with whoat, on account and 
risk of this Congress, for same port or ports in Eivope, on 
the customary freight; that the owners run tho risk of the 
vessels out, and bo allowed throo ponco storling por bushol 
exfraordinary for such risk, ‘That tho common froights of 
such vessels aro as follows, to wit: 

For any port without the Straits, as far as Gibraltar, 
thirteon ponce sterlipg per bushel; to Malaga, fourteon 
pence ; (o Allicani, fifteen pence; to Barcelona, sixteen 
pence; to Marseilles, seventeen pence, 

That the said Committee had agreed ta let one of the 
two vessels return with the return cargo to St Eustatius, 
or St, Martius, for one hundred pounds currency ; and that 
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the said Committeo would give directions that the said 
goods brought in return, as soon as they arrived in the 
MWeat-Jndics, be shipped on Ward of different vessels, to 
bring them to the Continent, which the Committee con- 
csive to be the most advantageous method. That the 
Committee have proposed to direct the whole property 
adyentured to be invested in Gunpowder; and if Gun- 
powder js not to be purchasad, to be invested in Saltpatre ; 
if neither Saltpetre nor Gunpowder is to bo had, then to be 
Jaid out in good Muskets, And if none of the before-men- 
tioned articles are to be got, or not sufficient to expend the 
value of the cargoes adventured, then the property, or so 
much thereof as shall remain unexpended in those articles, 
to be laid out in goods of the following kinds, viz: 

Russia Drilling; Raven’s Duck; Osnaburgs; Coarse 
Linens, from twelve to fifteen pence sterling per yard ; 
Sheetings, from ten to twelve pence sterling per yard ; 
Coarse ‘Tliread Loge, from twenty to twenty-live shillings 
sterling per dozen ; “Coarse Tandem Silesias, from seven- 
teen to twenty shillings per piece; Vittery, fit for soldiers’ 
shirting, ov any other articles they may think will be want- 
ing. 

The said Report being read a second time, and approved 
of, the Congress unanimously agreed that the said Report 
stand confirmed, and that tho Committee carry tho said 
Report into execution; and 

Rasolved, That John Vanderbilt, Comfort Sands, and 
Jacobus Van Zandi, and each and overy of them, shall be 
fully indemnified by this Congress, or the Committee of 
Salot , or the Congress of this Colony for the time being, 
against any bonds which they, or either of them, will be 
under the nocessity to enter into at the Custom-[fouse in 
New-York, for the said vessels and cargoes; and that in 
cage any costs or damages shal! accrue, by means of enter- 
‘ing into sucht bonds, (hat all such costs and damages as may 
arise, happen, or accrue, by means thereof, shall be borne 
by this Colony ; and 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this Congress pay to 
Jacobus Van Zandt, Comfort Sends, and John Vander- 
bilt, the sum of five thousand Pounds, in part to enable 
them to load the said vossols, 

My. Palmer, in pursuance of the direction of this Con- 
gress of yesterday, delivered a further Report respecting 
the Fortifications in the Highlands; which was road and 
filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

‘That afler the Committee had finishedeiheir Report in 
writing, which has been® dolivored in, it was agreed by Col- 
onel Nicoll and Colonel Drake, that My. Palmer should 
deliver in their said Report; and that after the same should 
bo read, Mr. Palmer should further roport to this Congress, 
ag their unanimous opinion with him, (hat the Fortifications 
erected, and those pointed out by them to be erected on 
Marielacr’s Point, will pot bo sufliciont for the security of 
the post, because of two Inrgo eminences overlooking the 
works, situate, the one within Jess, and the other not more 
than, half'a mile from tho works, and so situated that an 
enomy might improve them much to our damage, That 
they were, thorefore, jointly of opinion that a Redoubt ought 
to be erected at each of those places for tho security of the 
garrison. And thag the Committee were further agreed in 
opinion, that it was the indispensable duty of Mr. Romans 
accurately to have observed those matters in his first re- 
port to the Continental and Provincial Congresses, which 
the Committee told him when thera on tho places, to 
which Mr. Romans answered, he had pointed out the ne- 
cessity of the one, and the other he had but lately thought 
of. 

The said Repart being rend, this Congross agrees thete- 
to, as to the Radoubts necessary to be erected on the said 
two eminencos. 

Ordered, That 0 copy of thjs Report, with a certified 
copy of the Report of the same Commiittce mado yostbr- 
day, be transmitted to the honourable the Continental Con- 
gress for their perusal, and that their directions may bo 
obtained thereon ; and , 

Ordered, That Colonel Brasher and Mr. Palmer carry 
those copies to the Continental Congress, 

And, as Captain John Grenell jas for some time past 
heen on duty, and commanding on the-said Fortifications, 
and may for the present be spared, an older officer being 
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now there, and it is conceived he may also be able to give 
useful information relating to the places necessary to be for- 
tified, in order to obstruct the navigation of Hudson’s river, 


Ordered, That Captain Grenedl do attend the other 
two gentlemen to Philadelphia for that purpose. 


Ordered, That George Clinton, Esq., be appointed 
Brigadicr-Geneval of the Militia of Ulster and Orange 
Counties, formed into one Brigade, and that a Commis- 


sion bo issued to him accordingly. 
The Congress adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow marn- 
ing. 


Dis Mercuriji, 10 ho. A. M,, December 20, 1775, 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: John Herring, Esq., President, pro tem. 

For New-Yorke.—Mr, Beckman, Mr. Roosevelt, Colonel 
poate: Captain Rutgers, Mr. Ray, Mr, Sands, Mr, 
nulay. ‘ 

Albany —Colonel Renssolacr, Capt. Cuyler, Mr. Ganse- 
voort, Mr. Bleecker, 

Dutchess—Mr, Humphreys, Mr. Schenck. 

Ulster.—My. Wynkoop, My, Cantine, Mr, Palmer. 

Orange.—Mr. Herring, Colonel Hay, Mr, Clarke, 

Sty rolle-—Captain Wickham, Mr. Gelston, Mr, ‘Tredwell. 

Westchester.—Doctor Graham, Mr, Lockwood, William 
Paulding. 1 

Tryon.—Mr. J. Moore. 

Cumberland.—Doctor Spooner, 


Doctor Paul Spooner, from Cumberland County, ap- 
pearod in Congress, and produced the following creden- 
tials, to wit: First, a Certiflente from tho Committee of 
that County, dated at Westminster, on tho Ist day of 
December last, and signad by John Barrett, tho Clerk * 
whereby it is cortified that the Committee of the said 
County had proceeded in the alection of Deputies, pur- 
sunt to the Resolves of tho Congress, for the Colony of 
New-York, of the 18th October last; and it is thereby 
furthor certified, that Major Wé?iam Williams and Doctor 
Paul Spooner, aye chosen hy the County to ropresent the 
people thereof, in this Provincial Congress, at the City of 
New-York. Tho said Committee thereby also recommend 
a Brigadier-Genoral, and their other Field and Staff Of- 
cors, for tho Militia of tho said County, ' 

Mr. Spooner also producod another Certificate of the 
County Comunitiee, bearing date on the 80th of November 
last, and signed by John Barrett, thoir Clerk, whereby it 
is certified that the Doputies chosen to represent the Coun- 
ty of Cumberland, at this Provincial Congress, in tha City 
of New-Yorle, are thereby qualified, and have full power 
to act in tho said Congress singly, in as ample and fulla 
manner, when but ono is presont, as both, when both are 
presont at the said Congress. 

The said Certificates being read, and approved, were 
ordered to be filed; and 

Ordered, That Mr, Spooner tako his sont. 


* May rv riraae your Honouns Wo, tho Committeo of Snfoty for thie 
County, havo procoaded in tho oloction of Doputios, pursuant to tho 
rerolyos of tho honournbla Congrosy for tho Colony of New-York, of 
October 18,1775: And this cortifos, that Major William Willdama and 
Dootor Punt Spooner, aro choaon by this County, to roprosoni tho jo. 
plo thorcof, in the honourable Provincial Congress, ut tho city of Now. 
York. Also, wo, tho Committes of Safoty for this County, haye presumed 
to nominato Colonol James Rogers to bo the Brigadior for Cumborland, 
Gloucester, and Charlotte Brigade, x 

Moreover, according to the directions of the honourable Proyinctad 
Congress of New-York, (as are transmitted to us,) por our Dologato, 
Major Williama, wo lave rocommonded that tho following gontlemoy}, 
belonging to this County, bo spoodily commissioned by said Congrosa, 
viz: Lowor Rogimont in the County; Major William Williams, first 
Colonel; Mnjor Jonathan Hunt, socond Colonol; Lioutonant John’ 
Norton, frat Major; Oliver Lovell, socond Major; Arad Hunt, Adju. 
tant; and Samuel Fletcher, Quartermaster, 

Upper Rogimont: Cuptain Joseph Marsh, first Colonel; Capt. John 
Barrett, socond Colonel; Lioutonant Iitkiah Grout, firel Major; Cap- 
inin Joel Matthows, socond Major; Limothy Spencer, Adjutant; Anos 
Robinson, Quartormastor,, 

Rogimont of Minute.Mon: Captain Job Hotsington, first Colonel 5 
Seth Smith, second Colonol; Joseph Tyler, first, Major Joel Marsh, 
sooond Mnjor; Timothy Phelps, Adjutant; Elisha Hawley, Quartor. 
minster, Cc 

Tho honourable Provincial Congross complying with our roquesty 
na speedily as possiblo, will much oblige your most obsdiont, Humble 
goryant. Signod by order of tho Committoo of Safety: 0 

Joun Barngrt,, Clerk. ~ 
To tho Honourable tho Prostdout of the Provinolnl Congrege, at the 
City of New-York. tees 4! 
Cunpentann County, Wearainerex, Deceriibet® 1176. 
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A Lotter from Mr. [Filliam Bedlow, dated at Fort Con- 
stitution, on the Ith December instant, on the subject of 
tho pay of the Commissioners, was read, and filed, and is 
in the words following, to wit: 

% Port Constitution, Docombor 14, 1775, 

Sin: About the latter end of October, Mr. Richard 
Fates, delivered into tho honourable Provincial Congress, 
a letter requesting they would be so kind as to fix what 
they should judge, I with my brother Commissioners on 
service here should merit per day ; as that was at the very 
latter and of the last session, 1 suppose through the hurry 
of business was not thought on. 

“ Permit me now to request tho favour of you to make 
this application known to this honourable Provincial Con- 
gress, in hopes they will let the Commissioners here know 
what they are to have. This will lay us under grateful ob- 
ligations to you and them; in particular him, who is with 
respeet, sit, your humble servant, Wuaaan Bepuow, 


“To Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq.” 


The Congress took into consideration the sulject-matter 
of the said Letter, and after some time spent thereon, 

Resolved, That there be allowed to each of the Com- 
missioners employed in erecting the said Tortifications on 
the banks of Hudson’s river, in the Lighlands, ten shil- 
lings per day, for every day that he has been or shall be 
employed in that service. 

And to prevent any expense that may by any means bo 
avoided : 

Agreed, That only three Commissioners for the present 
bo continued in that servico, to wit: Mr, John Berrien, in 
New-York, and two at the Fortifications, 

And as Messrs, William Bedlow and Thomas Grenell 
were first employed in that service, 

Ordered, Tint they be continued; and if Mr. Gre- 
nell’s stato of health should become such as to prevent his 
attendance on that service, that, in his absence, his place bo 
supplied by My, Jonathan Lawrence. 

Mr, John Broome, Chairman, pro tem., of tho Com- 
mittee of the City of New-York, attending at the door, 
wasadmitted, He delivered in the several Papers hereafter 
tnentioned, which were read, and Mr, Broome withdrew, 

Tho first matter delivered in by the said Chairman of 
the Committes, is an application for the loan of Money, 
which being read and filed, is in tho words following, to 
wit; 

Now-York Committeo Chambor, Decombor 19, 1775. 
©The Chairman having informed tho Committee that 
there were several demands upon this Board, which have 
been duo sone considerable timo, requested they would 
take them under consideration, and concert some means 
for discharging thom : 

“Ordered, ‘That tho Chairman be authorized to apply 
to tho Provincial Congross, for the loan of ono thousand 
Pounds, (subject to no interost,) and to give a receipt for 
the same, and to engage that the same shall be repaid out 
of tho first moneys that shall be raised by way of a tax in 
this City and County, for defraying tho necessary charges 
incnrred for the publick service in defending our rights and 
privileges. Joun Broome, Chairman, pro tem.” 


Tho Congress took the said application of the City Com- 
mi{tee in consideration, and are unanimously of opinion, 
thatathe small supply of Money expected speedily to be 
received in the Treasury of this Congress, and their pre- 
sent heavy debts, will not admit of making a Joan of one 
thousand Pacoie but that to relieve the necessities of the 
Committec, an Order be made on the Trensurer of this 
Congress, for the sum of five hundred Pounds, payable to 
the Chyirman, 

Therefore, Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, 
Esq., as Troasurer of this Congress, send to Mr. John 
Broome, as Chairman, pro tem, of the Committeo of the 
City of New-York, or to the Chairman for tho time then 
heing, tho sum of five hundred Pounds, and take such re- 
ceipt and engagement for the same as proposed by the said 
Committed in their application to this Congress for a loan. 

Mr. Broome also delivered in a list and arrangement of 
the Officers of Colonel Heyer’s Regiment, which was read 
and approved of, and filed; and, 

Ordered, That Commissions be issued accordingly. 
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My, Broome also delivoredgin a list of Oficors of three 
beats of the Militia of tho City of New- York. 

Ordered, That Coumisstons bo issued accordingly. 

The case of John Blackler, rolerred to this Congress 
from the Committvo of the City of New- Yorks, and a Lot« 
tor from the said John Blackler to Governour Zyyon, which 
were this morning delivered by Mr. Broome, as Chairman, 
gro tempore, wore vead,* 

A Letter from the Commitco of Richmond County, 
wag read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

“Rishmond County, Docomboy 15, 1775, 

«Mr. Parstwpens, Sra: Your favour of the 2d of Be. 
cember, wo hereby acknowledge came safe to our hand, and 
with the majority of the Committee considered the con- 
tents. Weagreenbly to your request, have caused by adver- 
tisement the freeholders and inbabitants in our County to 
be convened on this day, in order that their sense might be 
taken, whether they would choose Deputies to represont 
them in Provincial Congress or not; accordingly, & number 
of the said frecholders and inhabitants did appear; a regu- 
lar poll was opened, and continued till’six o’elock, at the 
conclusion of which it appoured that a majority was for the 
present for sonding no Deputies. 

“ Our former conduct in sending of Deputies, to repra- 
sont us in Provincial Congress, was olevated with oncour~ 
aging hopes of having, ere this, obtained the so much de« 
sired point in our view, namely, & reconciliation with Great 
Britain, But with anxiety, wo expross it, that the hopes 
of obtaining so desirable an event ig now alinast vanished 
out of our sight, and instead of which, wo behold with 
horrour every appearance of destruction that a war with 
Great Britain will bring upon us. Under these appro- 
hensions, and in our particular situation, wo hope you will 
view us, and when candidly considercd, we trust will fry 
nish you with suflicient reasons for tho present to forbear 
with us. 

© Wo wish and pray that if yet any hopos of reconci+ 
fintion is left, that measures might be adopted, if possible, 
to obtain that desirable end, in wishing of whicl’ we con- 
clude oursolves, your most obedient and humble servants, 

“Jonx Tysan, 
* Cunistian Jaconson, 

' “Damien Consen, 
“Poren Munsernav, 
“ Josupu Cunisrornsr, 

” TLagment Menreny, 
Jun Pornon. 

“To Nathaniel Woodhull, Presidont of the Provincial Con 
gress, Netw~ Yorke.” 


PS, Should the Congross think it vecossary for ftrther 
information of the state of our County, they will please to 
ondary two of our Committeo to appoar before them for that 
purpose.” > 

* Comarrren Ciramnen, New.Yonn, December 19, 1778, 

John Backter wuving boon confued for somo timo at tho upper bar. 
racks, was, this ovoning, oxamined boforo this Board, It appeared hy 
hia confoesion that ho had boon aovornl weoks on board tho Asta, 
mun-ofwar; that his intention waa te procure a presage lo Jtoston, 
and from thoro to Hingland, and for that purporo requosted tho assist. 
anoo of Govornour Z'ryon; that ho did not intond to enter in the 
Ministorial ering: untega ho could got the office ho formerly had, (a 
Lioutenant,) which was a thousand to ono @gainst him; that upon 
tho wholo, his intontion was to goto England, by tho way of Boston, 
as he could not rondily get ono from this place; that he did not dosha 
a commission in tha army, (moaning the Ministurial army 3) Unit ho 
teols rofuge on board tho Asia to avoid boing taken and confifed for 
dobt, 

‘The Committco tnking into consideration Mr, Blackler’s eno, nro of 
opinion, that the luw passed by tho lato Provincial Congross for this 

‘olony docs net authorize this Boird to.dotormino thorcon, ‘Tho ques. 
tion being thon put, whethor Blackler bo romandod to tho gnardshouse; 
an a state of his ougo bo roprontod to tho Provincial Congross? Cur. 
riod unanimously in tho affirmative, By ordor of tho Cominitico: 

é Jon Broome, Chairman, pro tom, 

May rr pinasi your Excentenoy: Accopt of my most gratotul age 
Imowledymonts for thoso favours conforrod on mo, and vest assured [ 
shal endeavour to maka it my slady lo convinces yous Exoollonoy, 
your kind rocommondation waa bostowor, though on an unfortunate, 
yot adosorving object. Sino I havo been on shore, I hava, through 
tho interest of my frionds, boon furnished with novesearivs for my paps 
saga to Hoston, with somo lottora of recommendation to gontlomon thera, 
1 now, as tho Inat requestgwhich I am almost afraid (o make, hog your 
Exeolloney would assist md with suma amull pittanas, only to serve nto 
a fow days aftor my arrival. Indcod, sir, I would not solicit it, but dira 
necessity obliges ma. May ovory happinogs altond your Exoollonay, 
is tho most ardent wish of your Excellonsy's vory ‘obodiont, humble 
soryant, oe 


Joun Bracknere 
Yo Wis Excellency Governour Tryon. 
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After sundry proposals maptioned, relating to the people 
of Richmond sees the further consideration thereof is 
deferred until the state of Quecn’s Couniy is taken into 
consideration, 

Captain Skidmore, of Queen’s County, attending at the 
doar br an Order for the Arms of such men in his Cam- 
pany as have not been sent into the Continental service, 

Ordered, That Peter T. Curtentius deliver to Captain 
Sieidmore such Arms of the people of Queen's County as 
remain in his custody, and were reccived from the men be~ 
longing to. Captain Sieidmore’s Company, to wit: From 
William Mills, Dirck Amerman, John Stanson, alias John 
Stiene; and that Mr, Curtenius pay to Jonah Roades, Cor- 
nelius Loosie, Mary Mills, Peter Fredericks, and Fred- 
erick Amerman, respectively, the appraised value of the 
Arms received of them respectively, and sent into the pub- 
lick service. 


A draft of a Logtor to the Delogates of this Colony 
at the Continental Congress, was read and approved of, 
and is in the words following, to wit: 

In Provinciél] Congross, Now-York, Docomber 20, 1775, 

Geytiemen: A dispute having unhappily taken place 
between the Commissioners appointed to superintend the 
work at the Fortifications in the Lighlands and the Engi- 
near, which we apprehonded might retard the works neces~ 
sary to bo dono, wo thought proper to depute a Committee 
of thyea of our body to repair to the said Fortifications, 
and endeavour to accommadate the said difference; and in 
case they should not be ablo to ofleet that, to give such 
directions for expaditing the necessary work as they should 
judge best for the publick service. In consequence whoreol, 
Messrs. Palmer, Nicoll, and Drake, who were appointod 
the Committee, went to the place, and have reported their 
proceedings and sentiments in the premises, a copy of 
which we now enclose you for the consideration of Con+ 
gress. We beg leave to suggest to you that the report of 
the Committee respecting the expediency of erecting a 
Fortification on the eminence at Pooploop’s Kill, demands 
your most serious attention. 

The bearers hereof, Colonel Brasher, Mr, Palmer, and 
Captain Grenell, are appointed by this Congress to lay a 
state of the above matter before the Continental Con- 

ress; and if it should be approved of, we are of opinion 
that no time ought to be lost in carrying it into execution, 

We have drawn on the Pennsylvania Delegatos for fifty 
thousand dollars, (you havo procured om order for,) in 
favour of Colonel Brasher and Mr. Palmer, 


Ordered, That a copy theroof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, pro tempore, and transmitted. 


Doctor Spooner delivered in sundry Letters and Papers, 
which were read and filed, and are as follows, to wit: 

A Latter from Colonel James Rogers, of Cumberland 
County, of the 14th September last, whereby, for political 
ae he declines the office of Brigadicr-General of tho 

ifitia. 

A. Paper, signad by the inhabitants of the Township of 
Putney, in Cumbertand County, dated the 6th of December 
instant,* stating olijections against the gentlemen named 


* Purnay, December (6, 1775,—Sin: Wo, tho inhabitants of Putney, 
beg jotive to signify te you, that the proeuodings of the lato County 
Cofivontion, first tho Gongross, secondly as a Committes of Safety for 
the County, air, we humbly conceive, hayo discovered such a spirit 
of ignorance or tyranny, that wo aro apprehonsive that our liborties, 
which wo aro contending for, aro in danger, and liko to be wrung out of 
our honds by nino or ten arbitrary mon, who scem to bo ongaged in 
countoracting thesa our Resolves, in irritating the minds of tho people 
with their inconsistent and impolitiok proveudings, diseovoring that 
thoy are sot upon making such a choico as will bo disngreoablo to tho 
body of tho poople; and in partionlar jn tho lust choica, In choogng 
mon that could by no moans bo rocommonded by the body of the poo. 
plo; and, particularly, somo whom large objoctions wero made against; 
and good ovidonoo sould bo proourad against thom, that thoy ever have 
discovorod on inimical spirit to tho liborties of America—now, all this 
doth suftiolontly provo, that ony liborticn aro, or noar, at an ond, vnloss 
‘wo oxort oursolvos for our dofonca. Wo, thorvfore, pray that the sqnso 
of tho people may bo had before tho choice of Fiold-Oficors go lo New- 
York; for why should wo be doprived of our rights, and hnve mon im- 
poued upon ua that wo hnvo reason to fear aro not frionda, and Lo hayo 
in tho County conaornad, « multiplicity of inconsietont Resolves, which 
they thenolves hayo made void} and hayo pevor had tho goodness to 
consult their constituents, forthe pense of the County, Now, sir, this 
wo osteom as an infringement on our rights, and nro doterminod noyor 
to aubmit to tyranny, for which our country now bleeds, We pray, 
thoyoforo, that you would not make roturn of this choica, if you hove 
rogard for the ponce of the County, We must lot you know, that if 
thig plan stands good, we will join with our brethron, and sand our Pro. 
teat to New-York, 
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and recommended by the County Committee for Tietd- 
Officars of the Militia of that County. 

A Paper, signed by a number of the inhabitants of West 
minster, dated Tih of December instant,} setting forth simi~ 
lar objections 10 the same gentlemen as Field-Odticers of 
tho Militia of that County. 

A Paper signed by the inhabitants of Fulham, dated the 
18th December instant,t setting forth similar objections to 
the same gentlemen, as Field-Officers of the Militia of that 
County. 

A. Paper, subscribed, containing the Association of all 
the malesin Townshend, in Cumberland County. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety consist of thir- 
teen members; and that Doctor Paul Spooner be added, 
to be a member of the Committee of Safety. 


The Congress being informed that John Abeel had de- 
clared, that William Bayard had informed him and others 
that the Deputies who compose this Congress hal agreed 
to pay themselves four dollars per day each, while they 
attend the Congress: 

Ordered, That John Abcel attend this Congress at four 
o'clock this afternoon, 


The Congress adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. M. 


Dio Morourii, 3 ho, 2. M,, Docombor 20, 1775. 
Tho Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 


Prosent: John Llerring, Esq., President, pro tem, 
For New- York.—Colonel McDougall, Captain Rutgers, 
Mr. Ray, My. Sands, Mr, Beekman, Mr. Imlay. 
Albany. —Colonel Rensselacr, Captain Cuylor, Mr, Ganse~ 
yoort, My, Bleecker. 
Dutchess. —-Mr, Humphreys, Mr, Schenck. 
Ulsier.—My. Wynkoop, Mr, Cantino, My. Palmor, 
Orange-—Colone) Hay, Mr. Herring, Mr. Clarko, 
Syfilt-—Capin Wickham, Mr, Treadwell, Mr, Gelston, 
‘estchester.—Doctor Graham, Major Lockwood, Mr, 
Paulding. 
Cumberland.— Doctor Spooner. 
Tryon.—Mr. John Moore. 
We trust you will oxert youraclf to heal this broach; and, putting 


confidonco in your goodnoss, wo, with ostoom, subscribe ourselves your 
humblo soryants, 
Jamos TIail, 


John Fronch. 
Cyrus [elighton, Grandol Kennolod, 
Simon Smeod, 


Tomes B, Winandt, 


Jonas Moro, 
Bonjamin Huokona, 
Dantol Gato, 


Blisha Eyors, Jonathan Lockling, Philip Aloxandor, 
Amos Hail, Miael Law, Giddon Baggar, 
John MeWain, Elpha Wobard, Dantol Jowot, 
Jonathan Houghton, Abijuh Moro, Abijah Whitnoy, 
Rufus Moro, John Porry, Solomon Porry, 7 


Joroph Guthor, 


Tibenszor Porco, 
Caleb Graeno, 


Aaron Filoo, 
Cyray Witoomb, Jr, 
To Colonol Willians, of Dyer, and Mr, Paul Spooner, to ho commu 
nincte to tho honourable Provincial Congross at the City of New. 
ark, 


t+ Wearminsren, December 7,1775.—Sin: Wo, tho subsoribors, inha- 
bjtants of Westminster, bog lonve to inform you that tho Inis ehoico 
of Fiold.OMicers is opteomed vory unhappy by us, as tho mannor in 
which they wore choson was un infringement on tho rights of the poo. 
plo, os thore was not but a part of the Commiltes there, and thogo hat 
woro thore had no jnatruations from tho body, ‘I'o proceed nw thoy did, 
and for thia tawn in particular, in choosing Join Norton, who could 
not havo had a majority of votes in thie town, or In any town whore ho 
19 known, ag his langnago hath always discovored a aplrit of disappro. 
bation of the proacadings of the Colonics, as could have boon proved, if 
tho Committoo had not doprived the complainants of tho right of an. 
Englishman, to hyo timo to collect evidences, ‘This, with tho olaction 
of othors, who we hayo roason to for» 5... * detorminod, 
fet into office without the vate of the people, dopriving ue of the privi- 
legos that wo oro now contending for. Wo, therefore, pray that this 
shoico may not bo sont to York, for why should wo havo men imposetl 
on us by nino or ton arbitrary mon? Sir, we deal plainly, that wo can. 
not submit to be governed by such mon as wo havo roason to four would 
botray us into the hands of tho onemy, And if tho County cannot 
havo their rights, wo must jen with our noighboura in sending 0 pro- 
tost against all tho illega’ Prpacadings, §o York, Wo hopo yon will 
consider of tho sud naturo of division, and oxert yourself to houl tho 
broach in tho County, 

We shall dopond on your goodnosa, and with oatoom, gubsoribo our- 
solycs, your humble aorvante, 

(Horo follows a list of names, mostly illogtble.] 

Sir, wo aro sorry to troublo you in this mannor. Nocossity calls for 

it, os tyranny aoppoars go avidont in tho late County Canvontion, that 


unlogs a stop is put to it, tho County is ruined, 
To Colonel Wiliams and Mr. Paul Spooner, 


Moses Porry, 
Cyrus Witcomb, 


to bo communidatéd to 


the Provinelal Congrosa, at the City of New-York, : 
t¥Funuam, December 13, 1775.—Hoxounen Sin: We, oof abitonis 
of Fulham, beg lsaveto inform you that the late sholes of FiehtOficora 


an infringement on tle ‘righte of the people, and not 
[* Ilegible in original manuseript.] 


we ostoom su 


ABl 


Tho Congrosy took into consideration the caso of John 
Blackler, and thereupon, ; 

Ordered, That he be kept in confinement until the fur 
ther order of this Congress, 

The Congress thon took into*consideration the necessity 
and advnntago of a small Armed Vessel, to be maintained in 
the Aast River or Sound, to prevent persons ininical to 
the libertios of the American Colonics supplying thu Mi- 
nistorial Army and Navy with Provisions : 

Ordered, ‘That Colonel McDougall and Captain Rut- 
gers bo, and hereby ave apeniol a Committee to pur 
oliase a proper Vessel for that purpose, and to have her 
properly armed and fitted out; and ordered that those gon- 
tlemen do not expend an tho purchaso and outfit of such 
Vessel more than the sum of six hundred Pounds. 


The Committeo appointed to prapare amondmonts to 
tho Resolves for regulating tho Militia of this Colony, 
brought in their Report, which was read ; and according to 
order, being read a second time, and many amondments 
mndo thereto, was agreed to, and resolved on, and is in tha 
words following, to wits 


Appondiv to the Rules and Orders for reguluting the 
Militia of the Colony of Nuw-Yonrx. 


Ast. As the desire of promotion in the publick service is 
oxtremely Iaudablo, and therefore should be so far encour 
aged, as may be consistent with the snfety of the publick, 
and at tho samo timo may not be construed into a design 
of countonancing promotions, of course it ig onmnestly ro- 
commended to every Company to have a regard in oleo- 
tions, to promote to offices according to rank, so far as may 
eset: with trae merit and ability to servo the pub- 
igk, 

Qd, That wherever a sufficient numbor of Minute-Men 
do not voluntarily turn out of any Regiment of the Militia 
of this Colony, to complote tho proportion in tho aforosnid 
Rulos and Orders yoquired, the deficiency be made up b 
Jot from those companies in whioh such deficiency shall 
happen. 

3d, That the Militia of the Counties of Dutchess and 
Wesichestor bo two separate Brigades, 

4th, ‘That when any person shall think himself aggrioved 


boing the voto of tho body of tho peoplo, nor yat tho voto of tho Gomes 
miitoa qs a body, and sovoral of tho mon being mudh suspactod of buing 
unftionily to tho libortios of Amo ica, nnd, hy partinular, Juin Norton, 
who is tnivorsally known to bo in oepvattton to tho plun of lbyrty, 
air, wo think tho pracodtont to be bad in haying man choaon by ind 
viduals; and much mote to havo mon to Jand us to tho placo of notion 
whoso goodtioas ix sunpootod. Wo, thoroforo, in duty to ow county, 
outsolvog, nnd postorlty, do humbly pray that thoso mon in nomination 
may not bo in nomination, aud may uot bu rocommonded for commis. 
sland ill the dongs of the body of the Gounty bo known, Mor why 
alould ning or tan mon proaims to poraonnte ta body, without any his 
Struatlons {Yom tho bady of the poople of thls County. Sir, wa pray 
Ehut ydit waiild hol curry tho cholvo, whitch wo eatvom fo Mogul, lo Neto 
“Pork, na wo hayo a yalua for your honour, Slr, we munt be plain jn our 
sysluttons to you, and toll you, that antous Ulta Inconslatant and iuipalitick, 
spevodlas of tho lnst’County Convontion can bo looked into, and row 
Wrowt hos for the many infingomonts which wo hava rocvived from 
bh eyamuel apnd.our protost, by way of romonetranco, to New-York, 
foul ‘oyinolal Congrons, Sir, wo aro unwilling to ontor on this, but 
for Dur fibute anfoty munt doit; and hopo tint you, by your dimely in- 
torposition, will proyont ao unhappy a task, Sir, wo look upon tho 
whole nomination as illegal, and wo tmuat ontor our protost againat tho 
wholo} for thora was but nino out of twenty-ono, and anvon out of that 
hoy wore in nomination, 
fy, trusting in your goollness, wo hopo you will given trno repro. 
sapaletton to our brethran, tho honourablo Provinoial Congioss at New. 
Ark ne 
* Six, wo romhin your most sincere and truo frionds, tho trae Sons of 


Liborty, 
Jonuthan Knight, Bbonozor Haven, ‘Thomas Clark, 
Hosa Millos, Berzillo Rice, Joln Hookor, 
Enoch Cook, Samual Datton, Bonjamin Jonos, Jv, 
Blias Wildor, Samual Witdor, Ezra Robinaon, 
Benjamin Jonos, Cornelius Jonos, Aaron Jonos, 


Samiol Smith, 
amuel Knight, Ire 
Nathaniol Fionit, 
Aaron Brooka, dry: 
Rufus Sergoante, 
Parmalas Tompln, 
Josoph Templo, Tr, 


Richard Kelly, 
Lomuol Spaulding, 
Joshua Walton, 
Benjamin Patna, . 
Jamon Hauloy, 
Samuel Tornplo, 
aAbol Houghton, 


Androw Graham, 
John Wiltor, 
Jomoph ioldzeth, ty, 
Daniel Gatos, 
Joseph Tomplo, 
Danio! Tomplo, 
Wauliam Boyden, 


Fiijah Town, BWijah Town, Ir, ‘Thomna Uolten, 
Anron Jolton, John Botlor, Shopard Gatos, 
Ashbol Johnson, Jumos Nichole, John Saott, 
Joseph Covey, Daniel Kathon, John Millar, 
Teaiah Millas, Jetqel Hookor, Ebpnozer Brooks, 
Samnol Layton, Asron Brooks,  , Danie] Sergoants, 
Joseph Hildroth, Danii Sargoante, 1, 


To 1, Paul Spooner, to bo communigated ito the honourable Proyin- 
~deolal Congress, sitting at the City of New-York, 
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with respect to his bein fineryin consequence af the uhovo-. 
mentional Regulations, da Conumittes af dhe City, ‘Lown, 
Manor, Piveinot, or Disttiog, whore tho enuse of complaint 
ariseth, upon complada made tv them, shall have pawer to 
hear and determine the maners and if said complaint shall 
appear to be grountess und vexutions, the complainant 
shall forfeit a sum equal to the fing in dispute, to be levied 
upon his goods and ebnttola by wartant fom ibe Chairman, 
directed ty v Sergeant of the company; tho said forfeiture 
to bo applied ia the sama manner as the fines in the beforo- 
said Regulations ave applied; and that no nian shall be fined 
for want of powder and ball who aball produco a receipt 
from his Captain of hia having deposited in his hands six 
shillings and nine penco for the puichase of those artolus. 

bth. “That beside the stated incetings of tha companies 
of the Militia, it be recommended to the commissioned and 
non-commissionad oflieera to usa alt poasiblo diligence to 
pecect thair companies in the uilitary act, by inviting them 
together in small partiva ns often ay (Mey convenidatly oan 
meat, 

6h. ‘That although persons ubove fifty years of age are 
not required to be enrolled in the Militin, yet it ig most 
earnestly recommendad to them that they bo respectively 
provided with arms, accoutrements, and ammunition, ag 
though they wero roquired to be enrolled, 

Tih. ‘That it bo cnrnestly recommended to every man 
in the Militia to provide bimsell with a bayonat, propurly 
fited to his muskot ov fire-louk. 

Sth. "That no new Goops of Horse bo formed, vologs an 
augmentation be recommended by Congress or the Com« 
mittoa of Snfory. 

Mh, That all porsons incurring tho pennldes for non- 
attendanco and disobedience of orders, specified in tho 
twelfth clause, shall for every default ineur the forfuitures 
therein aunoxed to the first dofiult, nowvithstanding them 
being held up ag encmies of their country, 

10th, ‘Chat tho Minuta-Men meet in thair respective 
companies on tho fist and third Mondays in ovary ate 
nnd pass through tho uccvssary military exorcise, under 
their proper officers; and that for the second meeting in 
overy month, tho officers ahd privates bo respectivoly 
allowed the pay of the Continental troops, agrevably to 
tho new establishmont; provided that the commanding ofli- 
cer of each Minuto company, who shall bo present at the 
muster and oxercise of ench rospective Minute company, 
do delivor to the Committee of the City, Town, Preeinat, 
or District, in Which thoy shall so prect to exercisa, n mug. 
tor-roll of the commissionad and non-commissioned officars 
and privates of thelr respective companies, who did actually 
Appear and exercise until they wera dismissed by the com+ 
manding officer, sworn to by the officer who was presont 
and commanded for tho day; and that boside those regu. 
lations, It bo recommended to thom to meat in such gub+ 
divisions of anch company, undgi a'propey offider, ns HH 
be most conveniont for their frequent modting. 1/4” 

lth, That if any officer shoultl omit to meat ari 
ciso his men upon tho days appointed, or shall, through 
favour or affection, nagleat to levy nny fines in thier anid 
Rules and Orders for regniating tha Militia required to be 
levied, ho shall forfeit for every such neglect the suih of 
forty shillings, to bo levied and applied ns is directed in 
the twelfth clause of the before roferred-to Regulations, 

12th. Resolved, That the officers of the Minute compa~ 
nies, that are already chosen, do continue their offices tifl 
the further orders of this or some future Congress. * 

A Letter fiom Colonel Levi Patoling, of Marbletown, 

was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wits 
° s Marblotown, Dooombor 14, 1778, 

“Genriunen: Yours of the !7th October 1 have ro- 
ceived, In nnswor to which I have given orders to the 
regiment I have the honour to command, that whenoyer 


the alarm shall bo givengthey muster, according to des " 
odor 
A. 






equipped and with provision, in Mardletown, the pl 
my residence; which is, gentlomen, from your 
friend and humble servant, Lavi Pawra 


To the Presidentnof the Honourable Provjngig 
gress.” ; c 

A Lettor from Jacobus Swart 
mittee at Fishkill, was read and ’ 
turn of the following Officers, 
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erhoof First Lieutenant, SQphen Osborne and Benjamin 
Rosekrans, Ensigns, of Captain Stephen Brinckerhoof’s 
Company. 
Ordered, That Commissions be issued accordingly. 
The Congress adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow 
mornitig, 


Dio Jovis, 10 ha, A, M., Desombor 21, 1775, 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: John Herring, Esq., President, pro ten, 

For New-York,-— Colonel McDougall, Mr. Roosevelt, 
Captain Rutgers, Mr. Ray, Mr. Sands, Mr. Scott; Mr. 
Van Zandt and Colonel Brasher absent on duty. 

Albany.—Colonel Rensselaer, Capt. Cuyler, Mr. Ganse- 
voort, Mr. Bleecker, 

Dutchess.—Mr. Numphreys, Mr. Schenck, 

Suffolle.— Captain Wickham, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Gel- 
ston.* . 

Orange.—Mr, Uerring, Colonel Hny, Mr. Clarke. 

Ulster.--Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Cantine; Mr, Palmer absent 
on duty, 

Westchester.—Dr. Graham, Major Lockwood. 

Tryon.—-My, J, Moore. 

Cumberland.—Mr. Spooner, 

The Congress took into consideration the stato of 
Queen's County ; and after some considerable timo spent 
thereon, it was postponed till the aflernoon. 

Tho Congress then proceeded to fix and determine the 
rank of the Militia Officers of the several Countios in this 
Colony, in order to enable the Committee, appointed for 
that purpose, to form and report a General Regulation for 
the Militia of the Colony § and aftor some timo spent there- 
on, the Congress determined the Officers of the respective 

‘Counties to have rank in the following order, to wit: Ist. 
New-York; 2d. Albany; 8d. Suffolle ; 4th, Ulster; 5th. 
Westchester ; Gth. Orange; Tth, Dutchess; Sth. King’s; 
Mth. Queen's; LOth, Hichmond; 11th. Tryon; 12th, 
Cunberland ; 18th. Charlotic; 14th. Gloucester, 

The Congiess then proceeded for the same purpose to 
fix and ascertain the rank of the respective Brigadier-Gene- 
ralg of tho several Brigades in this Colony; and, thore- 


fore, 

Resolved, That the Brigadier-General of the Brigade 
which consists of the Militin of Now-York, King’s, and 
Richmond Counties, bo considered aa the first Brigadioy- 
General of this Colony, and take rank accordingly. 

That the Brigadier-General of the Brigade whieh con- 
sists of the Militia of Albany and Tryon Counties, be con- 
sidered ag the second Brigacier-General of this Colony, 
and take rank accordingly, 

That the Brigndicr-General of the Brigade which con- 
sists of the Militia of Suffolle and Queen's Counties, be 
considered as the third Brigadier-General of this Colony, 
and take rank raat 1 

That the Brigadier-Genoral of the Brigade which con- 
sists of the Militia of Ulster and Orange Countios, be con- 
sidered qs the fourth Brigndier-General of this Colony, and 
tnke rank accordingly. 

Lag hat the Brigadjer-General of the Militia of Westchester 
Coufity be considered as the fifth Brigadier-General of this 
Colony, and take rank accordingly. 

That the Brigadier-General of the Militia of Dutchess 
County be considered as the sixth Brigadier-General of 
this Colony, and take rank accordingly. 

That the Biigadier-General of the Militia of the Coun- 
ties of Cumberland, Gloucester, and Charlotte, be consider- 
ed as the seventh Brigadier-Geheial of this Colony, ithd 
inke rank accordingly. 

Tho’ Congress adjourned to three o’clock, P. M. 


Dio Jovis, § hoe P, M., Docombor 21, 1778, 
+ The Congress met pursuant to adjournment, 
Present: John Herring, Esq., President, pro tem. 
For New- York,—Mr. Scott, Colonek McDougall, Mr, Im- 
Jay, Mr, Ray, Mr. Sands, Mr. Ratgers ; Mr. Van Zandt 
and Colonel Brasher absent on business. 
Albany.—Colonel Rensselaer, Capt. Cuyler, Mr, Ganse- 
voort, Mr. Bleecker. 
Fourrn Senres.—Vor, rv. 
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Duichess.—My, Tumphreys, Mr. Schenck. 
Orange.—Mr. Merring, Colonel Hay, Mr. Clarke, 
Suffolk.— Captain Wickham, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Gel- 


ston. 
Ulster. —Me. Wynkoop, Mr. Cantine ; Mr, Palmer absent 
on duty. 
Westchester —Dx. Graham, Major Lockwood, 
Tryon.—Mr. Moore. 
Cumberland.—Dy, Spooner. 


On application of the members of Uister County, now 
present, 

Ordered, That Thomas Palmer, Esquire, be appointed 
Colonel, Thomas Johnson, Jun., Lieutenant-Colonel, Ar- 
thur Parks, fist Major, and Samuel Logan, second Major, 
Severyn Bruyn, Adjutant, and Isaae Belknap, Quarter- 
master, of the Southern Regiment of Minute-Men in Ulster 
County, and that Commissions be issued to those gentle- 
men accordingly. 

And on application of the same Members, 

Ordered, That Charles Dewitt, Esquire, be appointed 
Col. Andreas Dewitt, Jun., Licutenant-Colonel, Christo- 
pher Lappen, first Major, Cornelius £, Wynkoop, second 
Major, Oukce Sudam, Adjutant, and Cornelius S. Elmen- 
dorph, Quaitermaster, of the Northern Regiment of Min 
ute-Mon in Ulster County, and that Commissions he issued 
to those gentlemen accordingly, 


‘Phe Congress then resumed the consideration of the 
state of Queens County and of Richmond County} and 
afier some considerable time spont theieon, came to a do- 
termination and Resolutions, in the words following, to 
wits 

Whereas, on the 18th inst,, on information that a num- 
hor of disaffected peisons in Queen's County had been sup- 
plied with Arms and Ammunition fom on board the Asia, 
ship-of-war, and hud been arraying themacives in military 
manner to oppose the measures taken by the United Colo- 
nies for the defence of their just rights arid privileges, and 
thrown out many threatening expressions against sundr 
persons residing in that and the neighbouring Counties, it 
was resolved by this Congiess, as their opinion, that such 
conduct is inimical to the common cause of the Onited Co- 
Jonies, and ought not by any means to be suffered, but that 
measures should be immedintely taken to puta slop to its 
and it was therefore ordered, that the inhabitants of tho said 
County shauld appoar by a Committee before thig Congress 
on Wednosday then next, at ten o'olock it the morning, to 
give satisfaction in the premises; with which order the:sdid 
inhabitants of Queen’s County have act complied: Ani 
whereas, the persons above-mentioned, and their adhe~ 
rents, have opposed the eleation of Representatives for 
that County in this Congress, on a poll opened for that 
purpose, whereby that County remains unepresented in 
this Congress: And wherens, a prevailing party prevented 
the election of Delegates for the County of dichmond, at 
a late poll there opened for that purpose, by means wheres 
of the said County is not represented in this Congrass: 
And whereas, the poll-list for Queen's County has been re- 
turned to this Congress, whereby tho persons opposing 
such representation as aforesaid, nnd appearing to this 
Congress to be inimical to the interest of the United Colo~ 
nies, may be ascertained ; F 

Resolved, first, That such inimical persons as aforesaid, 
have been guilty of a breach of the General, Association, 
and of an open contempt of the authority of this Congress, 
as effectually representing the majority of the inhabitanis 
of this Colony. 

Resolved, secondly, That the inhabitants of the Count; 
of Richmond, by neglecting to elect Representatives in this 
Congress, have been guilty of a breach of the General As- 
sociation. 

Resolved, thirdly, That the Committee of the said Coun- 
ty of Richmond do, and shall, within fifteen days after the 
publication hereof, retura to this Congress, or tho Commit- 
tee of Safety, a list of the names of those who oppose a 
ropresentation of the said County in this Congress, to, the 
end that the delinquents against the common cause, in, shat 
County may be ascertained ; and that in defaule theta! the 
whole County of Richmond be deemed doling we 

Resolved, fourthly, That the snid delinquents the said. 
two Counties respectively, and each, and 8¥ery of them, 
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be, and hereby are, entholy pul out of the protection of this 
Congress. . aor 

Resolved, fifthly, That all fiondly and commercial in- 
tercourse between the said porsons, so put respectively out 
of the protection of this Congress, and the other inhabi- 
tants of this Colony, ought to be, and the same, as fax a8 
can be effected by the recommendation of this Congress, 
heroby is, and shall continuo to be, totally interdicted until 
further order of this Congross or the Committee of Safety. 

And to the end that no porsons may plead ignoance of 
tho aforegoing Resolves, and this Order, 

Ie is Ordered, The same, together with a list of such 
delinquents as aforesaid, in cach of the said Counties, he, 
without delay, respectively printed and dispersed in Tand~ 
hills, and inserted in all the publick Nowspapers of this 
Colony. 

A draft of a Letter to the Delegates of this Colony at 
Continental Cougiess was read, aud approved of, and ts in 
the words following, to wit: 

In Proyineial Congress, Now-York, Nocombor 21, 1775, 

Ordered, That copies of the aforcgoing Resolves and 
Orders bo enclosed in the following Letter to the Delegates 
of this Colony in Continental Congyess, 

Ganvinsen: We take the liberty to enclose to you a copy 
of our proceedings yespecting the delinquents in Queen's 
and Richmond Counties. We apprehend wo have pio- 
ceeded against them qs far as a prudent regard to tho pre 
gent ciicunstanees of the capital of this Colany, and tho 
stlety of the Colony in gevdral, ag far as it depends upon 
the security of its capital, will permit; and for this assertion 
we bog leave to suggest the following roasons, fo wit: 

ist. The potyer which the King’s ships have for 
stroying the propeily in this city, 

'Qd, Our being alnsost utterly destitute of powder for a 
defence of the city, were it in other respects defensible 
tigainst naval force, 

3d. The great probability that an array of troops aguinst 
the aboyo-mentioned delnquents, by authority of this Con- 
gress, even were wo sulliciently provided for tho purposo 
with powder, wopld bring on a fing upon the city. 

Ath. We are now oxpediting vessels for the importation 
of powder, &c. This object, should it be known, would 
necessarily incense (le Navy; wo niay lose, as well, the 
opportunity of supplying the inhabitants of this city with 
ihe nocessniivs of lile, in a severe season, which necessaries 
it is well known, we ae almost entitely supplied with by 
watar, 

Tf, in the judgment of the Continental Congioss, the de- 
Tinquonts in the aboveemeutionod Counties ought to be fur. 
thor dente with, wo fatter ourselves, that, howover ready 
wa aré to sacrifice the property of this capital in tho do- 
fepee of thd common rights of America, the above rea« 
sons, and such others ag may occur to you, will have their 
weighit with Congress, (o shew the impiopricly of employ- 
ing any of the inhabitants of this Colony, and particular! 
al this city, in active sorvico against the said dolinquonts, if 
others edn be employed for the purpose, ‘Their opposition 
to the common cause is of dangerous example, and there 
fore, ought, in our opinion, to be quelled, if by prudent 
means it can be done ; for we have little reason to holieve, 
that should they by any means be induced to send delo- 
gates to this Congress, their true characters would be no 
other than that of’ spies of our conduct. 

We desire you to communicate this and the enclosed 
without delay, to the Continental Congiess; and aye, gens 
demen, with great :espect, thojr and your most obedient 
servants, By order. 


To we Gentlemen in delegation for the Colony of Now- 
ark, in Continental Congress. 


Ordgred, That a copy theraof be engrossed, and signod 
by the Piosidont, pro éem,, and wransmittod. 


Ordered, Thet in gase tha’Coatinental Congress shall 
rise without having made any determination on the above 
subject, ‘that the Committee of Safety be empowered, and 
in such case hereby is ey this to write to the Commit- 
tees of the neighbouring Colonies respeatively, as the cusa 
may require, informing them of the inimical conduct of the 
inhabitants of the aforesaid Courtties, to the security of the 
Minded Colonies, whersby they havé foffeited the protection 


do» 
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of this Congress, and therefory® that the Committees afore 
said, be at liberty to tako sugd measures with the cnomies 
of America in thosa Counticg, 3 they shall judge necessary 
to put it out of their power to nssist our common enemy 5 
provided, tha innocent and helpless be nat infared in life or 
property, nor the lives or propovty of the guilty unnecassa- 
rily ov wantonly destroyed ; and to this ond that they enclose 
in said letter or letters a list of the delinquents, 


Tho Committeo appointed to form a Rogulation or Ar- 
rangomont for the Militin of this Colony, delivered in their 
Report, which was read 5 and tho same being read a second 
time, paragiaph by paragraph, and many amendments and 
additions made thorato, and finally agreed to and resolved 
on, is in tho words following, to wit: 

Rules and Orders for arranging the Rank of the Officers 
of the Militia of the Cotany of Nowe Your, 

Ist. ‘he Major-General to bo Commander-in-chiof of 
all the Militia now embodiod and hereafter to be ombodiod 
within this Colony. 

Qd, Tho Brigadier-General for the Brigndo of the City 
and County of New-York, tho County of King’s, and 
Richmond, to be tho second in command. ; 

3d, Tho Brigadior-Goneral of the Brigada of the City 
and County of Albany, and County of Zryon, to be the third 
in command, 

4th. The Brigadier-Genoral of the Brigade of the Couns 
lies of Suffolle and Queen's, to bo tho fourth in command. 

5th Che Brigadier-Gonaial of tho Brigade of the Coun- 
ties of Ulster and Orange, to be the fifth in command, 

Gth, The Brigadior-Gonoral of the Brigade of tho Goune 
ty of fPesichester, to be the sixth in command, 

7th, ‘Phe Brigadier-Genoral of the Brigade of the Coun 
ty of Dutchess, to be tho sovanth in command. 

8th. The Brigadicn-Genaal of the Countios of Chas, 
lotte, Cumberland and Gloucester, to bo the oighth in eom- 
mand, 

Mh. The Majors of Brigade to take rqnic in tho man- 
ner aboyo-mentionad, according to the prigtity of the Bri- 
gade they shall respectively belong to. 

LOth, ‘That tho Commissioned Officers of equal dignity 
of the several Regiments of Militia, in the different Coun~ 
ties, shall talce rank and precedonce according to the follow- 
ing arangement: Of the City and County of New« York, & 
Albany, 2; Suffolk. 35 Ulster, 4; Westchester, 8 ; Orange, 
G; Dutchess, 7; King’s, 8; Quocn’s, 9; Richmond, 10; 
Zryon, 115 Cnamberlund, 12; Charlotte, 138; Gloucas- 
ter, 14, 

Lith, The rank of some of the Battalions or Regiments 
and Companies in some of tho Couutios being sottled vither 
by the Colonel alronly chosen or nppointed, or by the Go- 
naral Committee of the County, itis recommended that the 
sovaral Conimittcas in this Colony, whery such arrange- 
ments aro not alroudy made, do Tallow the oxample in ar 
ranging the Battalions and Compniites within their ragnecs 
tive Counties, and transmit a copy of such arrangoments to 
tho Socrotary of the Pravineial Congcet, or Commitee of 
Safoty, for tho timo being, 

12th. That the Colonel of the Firat Regiment in any 
County in this Colony, shall take yank of a Colonel of any 
Second Regiment of any other Couny, nothwithstanding 
the seniority of said County, and so on with respect to 
second, third, &c., Regiments, and that tho same rule be 
observed with respect to tho rank of inferior Officers, 

18th, That the Ofiicers of the Minute«Mon, when in ac- 
tual service, do take rank of the Officers of the Militia. 

Ordered, That a copy theréof be engrossed, and given 
toa Printer, to bo publielel in the same size with the other 
Regulations for the Milita, : 


Resolved, That the prgsont Dolegates of this Colony in 
Continental Congress, he requested to make such an ars 
rangemont smong themselves, ag that five of them only 
ecitinue at Congross, and ropresent this Colony at any one 
time ; and that in case of tho necessary absenco of any one 
or two of the Delegates so attending, necording to such 
arrangement, that threo or four of them be a quorum, and 
enabled to represent the Colony during such absence. 

: Resolved, That tho Militia of Orangetown and Pro- 
cinet of Orange, be formed into, and constitute ono Regi- 
ment ; and that the Militia of Zlaverstraw Precinct he form- 
ed into, and constitute another Regiment, any thing in the 
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lony to the contrary notwithYanding. 

Resolved, (with the conselt of the Members of Ulster 
County now present,) ‘That Ulster County Jail, or such 
part thereof as may be necessary, be used and tuken as the 
Jail of this Congress, and for the confinement of any such 
prisoners as may be ordered to be confined by this Congress 
or their Committee of Safety; that such prisoners as shall 
be there confined, shall be confined at their own expense, 
respectively ; but if they are unable to pay the expense, 
pies that they be confined at the publick expense of this 

olony. . 

“ant Ordered, further, That John Blackler be sent to 
Ulster County Jail, and there confined unt! the further 
order of this Congress, or their Committee of Safety, 


Dig Vonoris, 9 ho. A, M,, Decombor 22, 1775, 
The Wongress met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: John Herring, Esq., President, pro tence. 

For New-Yorle—My, Scott, Colonel McDougall, Mr. 
Sands, Captain Rutgors, Mr. Imlay, Mr. Ray, Mr. 
Beekman; Colonel Brasher and Mr. Van Zandt absent 
on duty, by order. 

Albany.—-Colonel Rensselaer, Captain Cuyler, Mr. Ganse- 
yoort, Mr. Bleecker. 

Duichess.—Mr, Humphreys. 

Orange.—Mr, Verring, Colonel Hay, Mr. Clarke. 

Ulster, —Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Cantino; Mr. Palmer ab- 
sent on duty, by order, 

Westchester,—Doctor Graham, Major Lockwood, Mr. 
Paulding. 

Suffoll—-Captain Wickham, Mr, Tredwell, Mr. Gelston. 

Tryon.—-Mr. Moore. 

Qumberland,—-Mr, Spooner. 

A Letter from General Washington, of the 17th De- 
cember, ingtant, was read, and is in the words following, to 
wit: 


former Resolutions of the han Congress of thia Co- 


“Cambridge, Decombor 17, 1775. 

“Sim: I yesterday received the enclosed information 
from saveral persons who lately came out of Boston, which 
J thought it my duty to transmit to you. 

Whether these troops are ombarked, I cannot undortake 
to say; but ifthey are, it is more than probable that their 
destination may be very different from what they gave out 
in Boston, and that they wore only used asa feint. Tt is 
certuin that several ahtps sailod from thence yosterday 
morning. 

“Tam, sir, your humble, servant, 

. “Guonen Wasminaron. 
“ % the President of the Honourable Convention at Netv- 
ovke.” 


The information therein enclosed was read and filed, and 
is in the words following, to wit: 

Cholson, Decombor 16, 1775, 

“ Last evening eight mon cama in a boat from Boston 
to our guard at the ferry, They say that one regiment of 
Foot and thiee companies of Light-[lorso were to sail for 
Hoalifen this day, and thut the troops were putting water 
on‘bolud the transports,” * 

, % Dorghostor, Deaombor 16, 1775. 

“This morning eight large and two small vessels, taken 
for tenders, sailed out of Boston harbour, By their firing 
they appeared to be going a voyage to sea, 

Mn Joshua Pies came out of Boston Jast night, and 
informs that a regiment of Foot and some companies of 
Light-[lorse were preparing to enrbark for Lalifan.” © 


Resolved, That the Committee of Safety of this Colony, 
appointed by this Congress, be tmpowered to apply one 
thoustind Pounds to the reliof of such indigent poor of the 
City of Now-York for whom tite Corporation may net 
have made provision, and that it be determined by this, or 
some future Congress, to what account this sum shall be 
placed, Lae , 

Whereas, discontentshave arisen fh the minds of many 
of the citizens of New- Yorje, by a practice af some of the 
inhabjtants to visit the King’s Ships oft War, which, if con- 
tinued, may be productive of disorder among thé citizens; 
and disputes between them and the officers and men be- 
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longing to such ships, which this Congress wish to pre- 
vent, therefore, 

Resolved, Vhatit be recommended to the inhabitants of 
this Colony to refrain fiom going on board of any of the 
King’s Ships or Vossels of War, without leave of a Com- 
mittee of a County in this Colony, or the Commiitee of 
Safety, or their respective Chairman, until the further order 
of this or some future Congiess, 

Whereas, sundry peisons, whose conduct in the noigh- 
bouring Colonies, of which they wore respectively inhabi- 
tants, has been unfriendly to liberty, and occasioned their 
removal into this Colony ; and should such removals con- 
tinue, the number of disafteated persons in this Colony will 
be incieased, and the same be disreputably considered as 
an asylum for enemies to the libeities of America, 

Resolved, Thatevery peison, not an inhabitant, entering 
into this Colony, shall be furnished with a Certificate from 
the Committee of tho jurisdiction wherein he last resided, 
that he is friendly to the libeities of America, or be subject 
to be dealt with as a person inimical thereto. 

Resolved, That the Committos of Safety be empowor- 
ed, and hereby is empowered, to purchase and secura, and 
lodge in places of safety at the publick expense, as much 
Pitch, Tar, and Turpentine, as the said Committeo may 
think necessary for the publick use and publick safety. 


A Retuia from TPilliam Smith and Josiah Smith, two of 
the Committeo of Suffolk County, and members of the 
sub-Committees of St. George’s and Merttches, which was 
read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

Manor St, Guoigo, Decombor 15, 1775, 

* Genruencn: Thore has inlistod, as Minute-Men, so~ 
venty able-bodied mon, within the bounds of Brookhaven, 
Smithtown, Manor St, George, and the Patentship of Me- 
ritehes, who have choson Daniel Roc, of Brookhaven, their 
Captain; Hugh Smith, of Meritohes, thoir First Licute- 
nant; Caleb Brewster, their Second, of Brookhaven; and 
their Ensign Ebenezer Phillips, of Smithtown, And, as 
Dlugh Smith and David Fanning, the First and Second 
Lieutenants of the Third Company in Brookhaven, whore- 
of Nathan Rose is Captain, have inlisted in the Minuto 
service, the Company havea chosen Joka Smith, of the 
Monor St. George, their Fisst Licutonant; Haliiam Ba- 
ker, of Brookhaven, their Second Lieutenant; and Doxey 
Lane, of the Manor of St. George, their Ensign. 

«Tho choice of cach of tho above comprnies was made 
in prosonce of us, the subscribers, who are of the Com- 
mittee, ‘ ie 

“Tho Minute-Men, Moe there appears to be groat need 
of to atill intestine disaffection to qur common causo,) want 
powder, balls, guns, drum, colours, and other necessaries, 
which here are not to bo had; and, if to be bought, a great 
part of the company aro not abloto purchase, Your sup- 
ply or direction in theso points will be agreeable to your 

humblo servants, Wirtiam Simin, 
Josian Smurn, 


“P,§S, Pray let the commissions be handed down soon.” 


“Tho President of the Provincia) Congress now sitting in 

New-York.” he ae 

Ordered, That Commissions be issued to those gentle- 
men accordingly, 

The first paragraph of the powers of the Committee of 
Safety, relating to Militin Commissions, wos read and ox- 
plained, and sundry debates thereon; and, thereupon, 

Resolved and agreed, That the Committee of Shlety 
have the same powers, as to the nomination and election of 
Officers, and tho granting and refusing of Commissions to 
Officers of every rank, as this Provinelal Congress while 
sitting, é 

My. Sands, from the Committoe nppointed to plan and 
report a voyage to the Mest-Indies to obtain Ammunition, 
delivered in a Report of such voyage, which was read and 
filed, and js in the words following, to wit: 

The sub-Commpittes appointed to employ a sloop for the,, 
Island of Martinico, Guadaloupe, ov St. Kustacta, waport, 
that they think itnecessaty to load her with Prowl én 
account and risk of this Congiess, and proteed Y hol 

f darzo 
there. If no permission should "be granite eae any Of the 
French Islands, he proposes to dispose ‘of sdid- cargo at 


* 


French islands, in order to get alata he pelle 
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St, Eustatia, or any other Dutch, Danish, or French port, 
We also report, that a vessel can be had on tho following 
conditions, viz 
A vessel that will carry about forty tons provisions, is en- 
tilled, for common froigit + - - - - ~ £160 
Insurance on a vessel valued at £700, at ten per 
cent., including allowance for common risk, = ~ 70 
Ono month’s hive, in going trom Island to Island to ; 
dispose of her cargo, and to obtain the Powder, 60 


£280 

We further report, in case this Powder is to bo had, and 
this vessel is to yoturn with tho same, that sho be allowed 
for her common freight home, the sum of - - £100 
Tnsurance on said vessel to run all risks of vessel, 

valued at £700, at twonty per eent.,- - = ~- 140 

L240 

We further propose, in ange thero should bo apportunit 
to ship the said Powder in any other fast-sailing vessel, 
that privilege be gianted for the siime, and the above yes~ 
sel be discharged. This plan we conceive will bo much 
to the Congress's advantage, ag it may be freighted homo 
for less than half what must ho paid this vessel; but in 
case there should not be an opportunity to ship it home in 
another vessel, that then this vessel agree to bring it for the 
above sum of two bundred and (orty pounds, 

Resolved, That this Congress doos agreo to tho above 
Report, and direct tho said Committee to carry the same 
sto execution, atthe risk and on the behalf of the Cangiess 

ftlris Colony ; and the Congress agrees to allow the sum of 
%wo hundred and oighty pounds for tho outward bound 
‘voyage of the snid vessel, or so much thereof'as shall ba- 
come due, and two hundred and forty pounds for her height 
and insurance back to this Colony, if she should) return 
with Arms and Ammunition.. 

A Lettor fiom Johannes Hardenbergh, Esq., of the 15th 
instant, directed to this Congress, was read. Le theiein 
montions that ho had bad a meeting with sundry gentle- 
men therein mentioned, and roquests commissions for Col- 
onel Abraham Hasbrouck, as Colonel; Johannes Snydor, 
Lieutonant-Colonel3 and Jonathan Elmendorph and Adri- 
an Wynkoop, Majors. ” 

A Letter from tho Committee of Kingston, dated on the 
said 15th day of December, instant, was also read. Tho 
said Committee thereby request, that tho Committees of 
Kingston and Llurly may bo permitted to nominate and 
recommend proper gontlemen for Pield-Ofticers for the said 

ment. 


ADYIOHS FROM AMERICA, 
* , (onion Gaxotlo,) Whitehall, Dooombor 83, 1775, 

This morning Brook Matson, Visq., arvivod at Lord 
George: Germain’s oflice, ftom Quebeck, with dospatches 
from Major-General Carledon, datod Monéreal, the bit af 
Notdmber, containing intelligenco that General Carledon, 
not being able to collect a foreo that might be depended 
upon for the roliof of St. Joins, tho Rebels had taken ad- 
vantage of the defection of the lower class of Canadians 
to press forward their enterprise; and that the forts of 
Chambly and St. John’s, upon Richlicw viver, the Intter 
“of which had stopped the progress of the Rebels for abovo 
two moriths, had surfendered, and the garrisons were made 

prisoners upon capitulation, 
vy a letter from Lieutenant-Governour Cramahé, dated 
Quebeck, November 9, it appears, that a party of Rebels, 
under the command of one Arnold, had invaded the Pro- 
vinee by the way of the river Chaudiere; and that part of 
‘ther were actually arrived, and had taken post at Point- 

Levi, opposite to Quebeck. 


‘ 


LORD GHONGH GURMALY TO GOYERNOUR EDEN. 

(Cheular] * an - Whitchall, Dacombor 23, 1778. 
Sm: The Ring being determined, in concurrence with 
his Parliament, to pufsuo the most vigorous measures 
for reduaing his reballious subjects in Notth- America to 
obedience,,and for restoring Joxal Goverment, has given 
the royal assent to the enclosed-act, which I am com- 
. manded by His Majesty to trangmit to you, and at the 
w8yme time to signify to you His Majesty’s pleasure, that 


The Congress tool the nig? Letters into consideration, 
and, thereupon, é 
Ordered, That the said Totters be yeforrad to the Coun- 
ty Commies of Uister County. That tho Chairman of 
tho suid Conunittes be directed by written notices to the 
members, to sunmion, or cause tobe summoned, the wholo 
County Committee, at some proper time and placa, for that 
purpose, giving fill notice of such meoting at loast ana 
week before tho time of such mecting, And it is recom= 
mended to the said County Committee, to uso their best 
endeavours to settle all disputes and dificultics about tho 
Field-Ofticers in the most amicable manner, and to recom= 
mend such gontlemen to this Congress, or their Committea 
of Safety, for Ficld-Officers of that Rogiment, as will be 
most fit to do the duty to onch of them, respectively, be- 
longing, and be most aceeptablo to tho inbubitants and to 
the Militia to be under their command. 


On motion, : a8 Fi 

Resolved, That besides tho powers horetofora vested in 
the Committeo of Safety, for appropriating and applying 
Monoys, thoy be authorized to appropriate and apply any 
stim, not exceeding fifty thousand Pounds, to be laid out 
in such manner ag thoy shall think proper, for the defence 
and sceurity of this Colony, and to bo raised by drafts on 
the ‘Treasurer of tho Provincial Congress of this Colany } 
and in cnso of a deficiency of the suid Treasury to answer 
tho said purpose, such deficiency to be aupplicd hy « voto 
or yotos of the said Committee, on the eradit of this Co- 
lony, to bo made good by this or somo future Provincial 
Congress, 

Dissentionts: My, Glansevoort, Colonel Rensselaer, and 
Mr, Paulding. 


Resolved aanimously, and ordered, ‘Chat if Jolin Ley 
ferise, Esq., should vefuse to act as 8 membor of the Come 
mittee of Safety, in such caso Joseph Llalleté bo w member 
of the snid Committee in his steady and that, on the ratte 
sal of Mr. Lefferise, the Commitee shall be, and hereby 
is, ompowered to call on Mr. Ladlete to tio his svat; 
and, Lai 

Resolved and ordered, unanimously, That in case of tho 
inability or refusal of Peder R. Livingsion to attond tho 
said Committee of Safoty, and to tale bis seat ag 1 mam- 
bor, Mv, Llonry Oothoudt bo a member of the said Com- 
mittee instead of Peter R. Ldvingston; and the first of 
those two gomlemon who attends and acts ag a mombor, 
shall continue the member of tho said Committee, and not 
be changod for cither of them, 





ou do exhort all persons upon whom the exceution of this 
aw shall depond, to pay a duo attention thorato, and to uso 
thelr bost ondoavours for cane ths provision of it into 
effoct ; and L trust, that whon Hid Majesty's sleluded subjogts 
in the associated Colonies dra better apprizad af the fiat 
consequences to the conduct they havo ndopted, and goo 
the determined spirit of the nation to maintain its constii- 
tional rights, they will avail thomsalyos of the means which 
the justica and benevolence of the supremo Legislature 
have held out to them, of being regtored to the King’s 
grace and peace, and that a happy and lasting reconcilin 
tion and union will bo offected, And I have the satisfae- 
tion to acquaint you, that, in ordor to necolerate this dogit~ 
ublo object, the proper steps hava been taken for passing 
a commission, under the great senl, in conformity to the 
last section but one of that act; and that the Commissioner, 
or Commissioners, to bo appointed for that. purpose, will 
Hive full powor to ingftire into tho state and condition of 
the Colonies, and to confér with propor persons upon such 
points as may bo necessafy for eflvoting # restoration of the 
publick tranquillity, 

« Lam, sir, yout most dbediont, Heels sarvant, 

HOnas Gana 

To Deputy-Governour Een, ny 


* Whitehall, Decombor 28, 1775. 


Sim: It was not_till the 27th of November that your 
despatch to Lord Dartmouth, of tho 27th of August, was 
received heie, when I had tho honour of laying it before 
the King; and I have it in command from His ajasty to 


b 
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the publick service, and of the unalterable attachment you 
have shown to his person atl Government, from tho first 
commencement of the unhappy disputes, which have in- 
volved His Majesty’s faithful servants in the Colonies in 
difficulties and distress that ave only to be equalled by the 
fortitude with which they ate borne. 

Your letter contains a great deal of very useful informa- 
tion, and your confidential communication of the characters 
of individuals, more especially such as come over into Eng- 
land, is of groat advantage; and you may rest assumed that 
every possible precaution will be used that no part of your 
letter shall transpire, 

An armament consisting of seven regimonts, with a fleet 
of frigates and small ships, is now in readiness to proceed 
to the Southern Colonies, in order to attempt the 1estoia- 
tion of legal Government in that part of America. It will 
proceed, in the first place, to ‘Northe Carolina, and from 
thence* either to South-Carolina or Virginia, as circum- 
stances of greater or less advantage shall point out. If to 
the latter, it may have very important consequences to the 
Colony under your government; and, therefore, you will 
do ell to consider of every means by which you may, in 
conjunction with Lord Dunmore, give facility and assist 
ance to its operations. 

fam, sir, your most obedient, humblo servant, 


wer 
To Deputy-Governour Jdden, Gonz Grumai, 


express to you [Tis tn of Ae tor of your zeal for 


Tho olaugo in tho Aot of Purlinmont, prssed tho 19th of Decombor 
Inet, whieh ascortainas tho powors of tho Commissioncs, iy in theao 
words: 


“ Provided, That In order to encourage all well-aflect- 
ed persons if any of the said Colonies, to exert themselves 


in suppressing the rebellion therein, and to afford a speedy 


protection to those who are’ disposed to return to their du- 
ty, it shall and may be lawful to and for any person or 
persons, appointed and authorized by Fis Majesty, to 
grant a pardon or pardons to any number or description 
of persons, with such exceptions therefrom as shall seem 
fit and reasonable, by proclamation in His Majosty’s name, 
to declare any Colony or Province, Colonies or Provinces, 
or any County, Town, Port, District, or pee, in any 
Colony or Province, to be at the peace of Ilis Majesty ; 
and from and after the issuing of any such proclamation, 
in any of the aforesaid Colonies or Provinces, or if His 
Majesty shall bo graciously pleased to signify the same by 
his royal proclamation, thon, from and afer the issuing 
of such proclamation, this act, with respect to such Co- 
Jony or Province, Colonies or Provinces, County, Town, 
Port, District, or place, shall cease, determine, and bo 
utterly void. And if any cnptures shall be mado after 
the date and issuing of such proclamations, of any ships or 
vessels, and their cargoes, belonging to the inhabitants of 
any such Colony ov Province, Colonics or Provinces, 
County, Town, Port, District, or place, or of any ships 
trading to or from such’ Colony or Province, Colonies or 
Provinces, respectively, the same shajl be restored to the 
owners of such ships or vessels, upon claim being enter- 
ed, and duo proof made of their property therein ; and the 
captors shall not le liable to any actions for seizing or de- 
taining the said ship or vessels, or their cargoes, without 
proof being made that'they had actual notice of such pro- 
clamation having béeh issued.” 


ROECANTATION OF EZEKIEL BEACH. 
Monistown, Now-Jorsey, Deoombor 23, 2776. 

I, Ezekiel Beach, of the Township of Mendham, irethe 
County of Morris, have heretofore by my words and con- 
dust been guilty of opposing tlre good peoplo of this Coun- 
ty in the moasutes by them adopted for preserving Ame- 
rican freedom, particularly saying, “1 had rather the Min- 
istorial troops Would conquer the Continental ; and further 
declared, that the Parliament of Great Britain had a right 
to levy the oppressive taxes and acts upon America, par- 
ticularly the act for‘changing the Government of Massa- 
chusetis-Bay ; and furthersdeclared, that I would assist the 
Ministerial troops with provisions and other necessaries, 
provided they would pay for the same; and having, on 
the most mature deliberation, considered of stfeh niy con- 
duct, do most heartily disapprove of the same, and do 


hereby promise, that for the future, I will observe as far as 
in me lies, the rules and regulations of the honowable Con- 
tinental Congress, and the Provincial Congress of New- 
Jersey ; and will use my best endeavours to promote and 
carry into execution every measure adopled already, or 
that may hereafter be adopted by said Congresses, for 
preserving the rights and liberties of this country, and will 
most cheerfully sign the Association adopted by said Pro- 
vineial Congress when thereunto required ; and do hereby 
desire, that in future the good people of this country would. 
consider me as a friend to the same, which 1 hope to’ mani+ 
fost by my conduct. Ezcxren Bracn. 
Signed at Morristown, this 28d day of December, 1775. 


Witnesses present, Tuomas Minumper, 


Convenius Luptow, 
Peren Layren, 


REPORT OF THE CONMIVTRE APPOINTED TO CONFER WITH 
GENERAL SCHUYLER. 
*[Read Decombor 23, 1775. Roforred to Mr. Dickinson, Mr. MeKean, 
Mr. Wythe, Mr. Hoaper, Mr. Jefferson, Mr, Langdon.) 

Report of the Commitice dirceted. to repair to Ticonpt- 
noes and confer with General Sonuyicn about several 
matters relative to the publicle service, to take survey of 
and Report the state of the Fortification in the High- 
lands, and to use their endeavours to procure an.acces- 
sion of the Cananians lo an union with these. Colonies. 


Your Committee bog leave to Report, that agrevablo to 
the directions of Congiess, they repaired to the fortress in 
the Ifighlands on the 17th day of November, For tha 
state in which they found it, and their observations thera- 
pet, thoy refer tho Congross to theit letter of the 22d day 
of the same month; but thoy cannot help again yecom- 
mending, with the utmost catnostness, tho sending soma. 
persons, well acquainted with fortification, to take a surve 
not only of the works but of the whole river, from ZLeller’s 
Point to the north end of the Ilighlands, a8 your Com- 
mittee are persuaded that the fortress now erecting will by 
nO means be suflicient lo secure Ludson’s river, if it should 
be attacked by any considerable foice, Your Committee 
bog leave, further, to hint at the propriety of obstructing 
tho channel, at least lessening the depth of water; since 
thoy have been credibly informed that tho river carries 
twenty-five foot of water to within twelve miles, of 
Albany ; and, although it is out of their department, the 
cannot but wish to turn the attention of Congfess to sual 
obstructions in the Narrotus during the winter season, (when 
our enemies’ ships will be out of our ports,) ag will offec- 
tually securo the whole Province of New-York. Though 
they ave by no moans satisfied of its practicability, yet they 
would submit it to the Congress, whether it may not bo 
worth their inquiry. 

Your Committee farther report that a met with Gen- 
eral Schuyler on the 28th day of November, at Ticonde- 
rogt, and spent some days with him, in conferring on the 
subjects about which they were directed to inquire; that 
they learned from him the following facts: That General 
Montgomery, in order to overcome ,the,, sorples of the 
troops, and to induce them to follow him to Montreal, 
about which they hesitated, on account of the advanced 
season, was under the necessity of engnging that, after the 
reduction of that place, those who chose it should be at 
liberty to return; that, in consequence of this promise, 
Colonel Warner, with his Green-Mowntain Boys, réturned, 
though the term of their inlistment did not expire till the 
first of January; that about ono regiment of the Yorke 
troops have been, and are still, employed at Crown-Point, 
Ticonderoga, at the different, posts botween that and Netw- 
York, and a8 battonus-men on the lakes ; that the re- 
maining three regiments, together with Captain Lamb's 
company of artillery, did not, at the beginning of the cam- 

ign, exceed cighteen hundred men ; that their mimbers 
tad. been considerably lessened by death, sicknesg, ‘deser: 
tion, and éscorts for prisoners; and that, though ay 
the remainder had accepted of the permissiogitomettra, 
yet there were not left above one thousand men in) rang 
who, from the best information your os Ohidira- 
ceive from the General, or otherwise,: He vey so thé. most 
part, reinlisted ; that of the troops fromthe several New- 
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England Govornments who went into Canada, all had 
returned before your Committec arrived at Piconderoga, 
excopt about two hundred, who had reinlisted.  "Thebr de~ 
artuye, before the oxpiration of thoir term, was occasioned 
y their fear of being detained in Canada by tho soverity 
of the weathor, and tha reasonableness of allowing them 
to return to their respective homes before they were dis« 
charged. That, Volonal Arnold had with him about five 
ponarat and fifty mon, the rest of his party having left 
hint on his way info Canad, so that the whole number of 
troops now in that Province inay be about seventeen hun- 
dred men, without making any deduction for non-oftectivos. 
Bat of these facts we are by no means fully cartified, as 
General Schuyler hag no returns of the nunibers; we offer 
them as reports, collected fiom such officers who have ro- 
tuned; and we hope, howover, shortly to have a mare ac- 
curate account, as tho Genoral has wrote for it to General 
Monigomery. 

As absolute necessity had obliged General Seduyler to 
divect tho veinlistment of the troops in Canada before he 
received any other direction on this head than what was 
contained in your Goneral Orders, your Committee found 
that work in a great measure concluded by General Mont- 
Zomery, though got in such e manner as to be strictly con- 
formable to the intentions of the Congress, the Genorals 
having construed your promiso in your (ist letter on that 
subject, “that you would sce the troops furnished with 
clothing;” in, its Jiteral senso, procured clothing at Mon- 
tread, whigh thoy delivered ag a bounty, without making 
any deduction for it from their wages. ~ Whether, without 
this, they could have boen reinlisted, your Committeo havo 
fa beon able to lean, but are convinced of the impossi- 
billty of their remaining any longer in that country in the 
situation thay than were, some of them being half naked ; 
and those of the New- Yorke troops who wore best clad 
having only a coat nearly worn out and Jinen underclothes, 

Your Committee would also further submit it to the 
Congress, whether it would be quite equitablo that, ina 
country where the soldiers require a double quantity of 
clothing, they should be obliged to pay for it, especially 
svhen we consider that their duty has been, and atif is, ine 
conceivahly more severe than the rest of the Continental 
army have experienced. Your-Cominitiga hava, howevar, 
endeavoured, 0&8 far as layin their power, to remedy this 
mistake, though thoy foar their endeavours will prove in- 
Gffectual ; they have directed General Alonigomery not to 
publish the resojution of tho Congross relative to the two 
months? pay, which was proposed asa bounty to those sol- 
diers who reinlisted, but to apply the same towards cloth- 
ing tho troops, Your Committee aro apprehensive, how- 
ever, that their direction will come too late, as General 
Schuyler ind gent a copy of that part of the instructions 
to General poteoeey some time befora your Commitice 
anivede If this should unhappily bo tho case, your Com- 
mittee are of opinion that tho promise made to the wopps 
Hy the Generul should be literally complied with, with 
wilch“opinion they havo taken the liberty to acquaint 
Genertl Montgomery by Jetier, the copy of which is on- 
closed. . 

Your directions with respect to raising a Canadian Regi- 
ment had been complied with before the arrival of your 
Committee, and the command given to Colonel James Liv- 
tagitoti, , Tk is, however, much doubted whether he will 
he'able’ to completa eatly, ag the bulk of the Canadians 
are farmers, and, though prompt at a short desultory war, 
yet have some reluctanée to thore permanent engagements, 

Your Committee have endeavoured to learn the incli- 
nations of those ete who are employed upon the Lakes, 

jconderoga and Hort. George, with respect to their re- 
figment, and, from what they can learn of their senti- 
tents, few of them will entor into the Army again, at least 
not infthadiatey; aud express a disgust at the sorvico ; 
which hrisds shit: ‘ot their having been omployed rather 
as labourers than, wy Your Committeo cangot but 
observe, that a nufiier'of butteaus-men, hived far that pur 
pose, and” cofisisiing oftpebsons adquninted with tho ser- 
vice, would have: saved tp ‘ontinent o considerable sum 
of money, and grenily exped edehusingss, and ‘Would, re- 
commend, if our operations ih ‘Cunada ‘continue another 
par, the empowering the -Gedergh. or, Quartermaster to 
} Fogo oany as they may deem. necessiry, 
ae ba 
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Your Committee found thuthe directions of Congross 
with respoct to provisions wer. alrondy complied with, and 
have the plonsure of assnringsihem that the quantity talon 
in Canada will bo suficiont for the subsistence of our oops 
there till Spring, after which they must be supplied from 
tha Province of New- York, or the adjanent Colonies, with 
every miticle except biead, which can be procured in 
Canada, 

Your Commitee have directed the immediato transpor- 
tation of the caunon from SY, doha’s and Weonderoga, 
which ara not wanted forthe defence of those places; and 
the boats on Lake-@eorge ave now employed in bringing 
over thogo that lay at tho landing, it being impractiagble to 
move the rest ull there is snow enough to admit of their 
being carried on sleighs. Mr, Know is gona to Ticonds- 
rogd lo choose such canon ag will ba wanted at Cams 
bridge, aud your Commitice have directed thoso that ro- 
main to be tanspoited to Aléany as soon as tho snow shall 
render it practigable, ‘There qre a nutber of ivon*wheels 
for caningos at conderoga; such as ave not wanted 
thero your Comunitiee have directed to ho sent to Aldany. 

Though Gonoral Schuyler had, before he received tha 
direction of Congiosa, endeavoured to purchase tho arms 
of such ns quitted tho service, yet he has bean able ta pras 
cure but few; those obtained of the New-York force are 
tho property of that Province, and must bo accounted for 
lo them; such as ave at Teonderogd, which mny bo be» 
tween four aud five hundred, are ordered down to dlbany 
in order to be refitted. Your Committee beg loave to ob- 
serve, that much would be saved to the Continant by the 
uppaintment of some person in each army, who should havo 
tho inspection of tho arms, take a list of them when sent 
to Armourers, and seo that no more was charged ag done 
than what they really wanted; and have, accordingly, ro« 
commended tho nomination of n Conductor of Artillery to 
the General, till tho pleasure of the Congress was known, 

Your Committee would further obgerye, that theit in 
spection of tho barracks, and the complaints of the men, 
have convinced thom that they have sufsred greatly for 
want of bedding, the small blankets thoy havo received 
being insuflicient to keap them warm in this severe oli« 
mate, They have, therefore, recommended that the da- 
maged tonis at T¥conderoga should be cut up, and sacks 
mado for the cribs in the baracks, one for every Go 
men, And would firther propose to the Congress, that 
all the rest of the tents, which ave nearly worn out, which 
is the case of most of those used ntSt. John’s, where the 
soldiers wero under a necessity of slitting and making fires 
in them, bo immediately made up into sacks for the difter« 
ont garisons, and canvass purchased in Canada for re+ 
Macing the tents. Your Comimitteo and the General seo 
in & strong point of view tho necessity of a Barrucknis- 
ter ond Storekeeper to each garrisoy, ghd would rocom- 
mond their appointmont. ee + 

Your Committes observe with condern, that Inflnite mige 
chief has arison from tho want of regimental Paymasters, 
which has induced n necossity of trusting large sums’ of 
money with Captains and other officers, some of whom 
are incapablo of keeping accounts, and some others ought 
not, perhaps, to bo usted; and it frequently happens 
that, though the Colonies aie in advance to the Captains, 
yet they are greatly in arrenvs to tho men, who are from 
hence disgusted with the service, and clamourous against 
their superior officers, besides that it confuses the accounts 
and imposes a duty on the Captains for which ho ullow- 
ance is made them. Your Committea, therefore, recom- 
mend the jmmediate appointment of a gentleman properly 
qualified far this offica iy avery vegimont, with a galary 
which will induge men of character to undertake it, 

Your Committee, upon egnferring with General Schuyler, 
ara inclined to believe that tha repairing of the fortilica- 
tion of Crozn-Point would be very expensive, and, at the 
anuio time, of very little uso; they would, therefore, recom» 
mond, that the whole lalour which can bo afforded bo em« 
ployed on Ticonderoga, but imagine very Jittle can bo 
done this Wintor, unless a part of the new lovies should 
hp stationed there, in Which case they might prepare the 
wood and have it ready against the Spring, But, ag the 
preservation of that post will depend, moro upon its re- 
ceiving early reinforcements than on any strength of its 
own, and as supplies by the way of Lake-George may, be 
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superior to the garrison, yur Committee would recom~ 
mend that a communication*be opened between Sienes- 
borough and Fort-Ann, which last is distant from Fort 
Edward about twelve miles. This, we are informed, may 
be done without any considerable expense, by clearing 
Wood Creek, that empties itself into the Lake at Sicenes- 
borough, in which case the earliest assistance may be re- 
ceived from New-York and the adjacent Colonies, and 
that, too, in a way which the enomy cannot easily prevent. 
Your Committee have given no directions on this head, as 
there is sufficient time to take the sense of the Congress 
before any-thing need be done. 

General Sehuyler is of opinion that four companies are 
necessary to garrison the posts of Ticonderoga and Fort- 
George, and that not less than three thousand men be 
kept up in Canada during the Winter, as well in order to 
be propared for a Spring campaign, as to ercet such works 
as may” be necessaiy for the defence of that Province. In 
this opinion your Committee concur, and would recom- 
mend the immediate raising three regiments, including four 
companies, (for which warrants aie already granted,) and 
sending them up ia diflerent detachments when they are 
properly equipped, in order to be forwarded over the ice as 
soon as the Lake [freezes,] which may be about the begin- 
ning of ebruary, 

Your Committe, finding that all matters relative to tho 
Army in Canada had been settled before their arrival, and 
coneluding, fiom the hurry of military operations in that 
Provinea, and the little assistance they could receive fiom 
General Moniyoniery while he was omployod ina siege, 
that their journey there would be of little use to the pub- 
lick, declined going into Canada, especially as, at this 
season, they-could not havo proctedod without the greatest 

“difficulty and hazard. They, therefore, concluded, by a lat- 

ter to General Montgomery, to inform the Canadians of 
the sentiments of Congress, when he should find a propor 
opportunity to communicate them, and to pave the way 
for tho reception of any Committee that the Congress 
might think proper to send, when the ice should render 
the journey more practicable, and when it may probably 
be attondod with salutary effects, A copy of which letter, 
marked No. 1, is annoxed. 

Genoral Schuyler informs your Committee that he has 
made a return to Congress of the cannon and othor stores 
at St, John’s, Crown-Point, Ticonderoga, and Fort- George. 
They think it, therefore, unnecessary to trouble the Con- 
gress with them. ¢ : 


Ye 


very easily intercepted, if ec of the enemy is much 


Rosurr Treav Pain, 
Joun Lanapon. 


[No, Lj ‘Tioondorogn, Noyombor 30, 1775, 
Sir; Tho Congress having done us tho honour to appoint 
us as a Committee to confer with the General and yourself, 
on the measures necessary to be taken for the reinlistment 
of the Army, as also to conciliate the affections of the Ca- 
nadians, and to remove as far as in us lay, avery objection 
that the good people ofthat Province might have to a union 
with the thirteen Colonies, who are struggling in the glorious 
onuge, of freadom ; we artived here a few days since in 
progédution Of. that design, but aro extremely happy to 
find} that General ee and yourself have, in a great 
mensure, by your ‘prudence arid foresight anticipated our 
business, andl renderéd a journey into Canada, in somo 
measure, unnecessary at present, which indeed we rather 
decline, on account of the advanced season of the year, 
and the improbability of your being able to Jend us any 
assistance, while the enemies of she natural rights of man 
continue their hostilities against our fellow-subjects in that 
Prdviiiee, and confine your attention to thoso military ope- 
rationé Whicl! are necessary lo procure their relief Wo 
eannat jelp, however, br tho ardent wishes of the 
Congress; tat ‘you Would cherish the first dawnings of 
liberty amongst pégple who have enrly testified their sense 
of its value, if we may he admitted to judge from the as- 
sistance tlidy afforded-you jh repelling its enemies; that 
you would assure them that thé honourable the Congress 
haye, through us, declared, thdt they hold their rights as 
dear as their own, dnd°that on thair uniting Withithdritthey 
will exert their utmost endeavours to produré {6% them ahd 
their posterity the blessing of free Government, and that 
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security of their property which is derived from the Bri- 
tish Constitution ; that they hold sacred tho rights of con+ 
science, aud will never disturb them in the free enjoymont 
of their ieligion. Tho honourable Congress resommond it 
to you to uso your utmost endeavours to procure a froe 
meoting of the people in their several Parishes, out of 
whom to choose a Provincial Coivention, whe will form 
such rales and regulations as the present oxigencies may 
render nocessary for their Province; from this body they 
hope that Delegates will be chosen to meet and co-operate 
with them in such measures as they shall think necessary 
for their mutual security, against the unjust violences of an 
arbitrary Ministry ; if the unsettled stale of the Province 
should prevent a free and full representation of the whole 
Colony, yet the honourable the Congress will acquiesce 
in the choice of such ‘Towns, Parishes, and Districts, as may 
think it proper to send Deputies. Or if, previous (o their 
meeting in Congress, they should have any difficulties 
which it is out of your power to remove, a Committee of 
Congress will, at any time, when the communication is moro 
open, be ready to meet and confer with them on the sub- 
ject, at Albany, Montreal, or any other place, which they 
may think proper to appoint. We need not mention to 
you the propriety of punishing, in the soverest manner, any 
of our troops who should so far forget the duty that they 
owe to us and our worthy allies, as to offer tho least injury, 
cither to their property or persons. Wo know not your 
ariangementof the hei: but presume you have notin tho 
distribution of commissions aveilooled the marit of those 
who deserve well of their country, or suffered those to be 
advanced who have merited its censure, Goneral Schuyler 
has enclosed oui Inst instiuctions, which will show you the 
design of tho Congress*with respect to Quedeck, but which 
from your lotter we find you hnye already in some men- 
sure anticipated, Wo also give you aur sense with respect 
to tho alothin and bounty to the troops; in, the manago- 
meant of which, wo must rely upon your prudence, and 
doubt not that the Congress will make good army engage~ 
nents into which you may have found it necgssary to onter, 
Tho other subjects of ow conferonce with the General, 
some of which aro mentioned to you in his Totter, and 
others wanting the sanction of Congress, we think it unne- 
cessary at present to trouble you with, ‘Tha post being 
just about to depart, we cannot onlarge ; if any other oppor- 
tunity should offer, we may write you again befor wo lervo 
this. We congratulate you upon the happy sueggas of gue 
cums, and hope shortly to hear that yoursprospergus Hi Rs 
vous has left no footing to our enainies “in chagtnounthy, 
from which they hoped to draw the niost éiféctual sup. 
lias, ‘ : 
: We remain with the gicatest reapect, your most humble 
servants, Ronnie R. Livinasroy, 
Roxewr Treat Pain, 
Jonn Lanapow. 
To General Montgomery. 


In Congross, Dooomber 29, 115. 
The Committee appointed to inquira what articles. sre 
necessary for the Army, beg" leave to report That, ig*liéix 
opinion, the following goods and storés are absolutely ne- 
cessary, and ought to be imported as soon as possible, viz: 
Storling. 
60,000 striped blankets, suppose Ss. ~ £15,000 00 
120,000 yards 6-4 broadcloth, the colours 
to be brown and blue, from 3s. 
to Gs,, avernge 4s,~ = = +) 
10,000 yards ditto, of differeit colours, 


L i : 
adsb00' 60 


for fucing, at 4s. - ~~ = 2,000 00. 
8,000 pieces duffield, or somo atch . 
cloth, at 90s. per piece, ~~ 18,500 00 
100,000 sorted needles, 6s. - - - + 26 00 
50,000 ditto, none very fine, 8s. -  - 12,10 


10,000 ditto, for sail cloth, 10. «= 6,00. 
38,000 pieces raven’s duck, 253, - ~ * 
8,000 pieces ficklenburgs, 65s, 
1,600 pieces osnaburgs, at 55s. 
1,000 pieces vittery, (a French 

fagture,) 55s, - = 
4,000 pieces Hambergh doy 
20,000 stand of arms, a 


te 
uy 
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300 tons of lead, £18, ~ - - ~- £5,400 00 
1,000,000 flints, 5s, por 1,000, - * ~- 250 00 
1,500 boxes tin, 40%, - - = * * 8,000 00 
Iron wire, properly sorted for it, ~ = 500 00 

Medicines, surgeot’s instrusments, lints, and 
bonduges, - - 2 s = = * 8 2,000 00 

600 sheets copper, of different sizos, ave~ 
rage at 36% ¢ se me ee 900 00 





£116,467 10 

Your Committee having also taken into consideration 
the best ways and means for supplying tho Continental 
Treasury with silver and gold, beg leave to Report, that the 
sum of $160,000 be Inid out in tha produce of theso 
Colonics and exported, agieeable to tho Resolves of this 
Congress, to proper ports in Europe and tho West-JIndtes, 
and thera disposed of for gold and silver, to be imported 
into the Continantal ‘Treasury as soon as may be, 





ByIlis Excellency, Wiruisam Tryon, Esq., Captain-Gene- 
val and Governour-in-chief in and over the Province 
of Nuw-Youx and the Territories depending thereon in 
Amenioa, Chancellor and Vice- Admiral of the same. 

A Procramarton, 


Whorens, the Gonoal Assombly of this Province stands 
provogued to tho fist day of January next, | havo 
thought fit, for His Majesty's survico, 10 prorogua, and L 
do, by and with the advice of His Majosty’s Council, fur- 
ther prorogue the said General Assembly to tho first day 
of Febynary next onsying; of which all His Majesty's 
subjects conoornad therein are required to tuke notice, und 
govarn thoméel vos accordingly. 

Given under my hand and soul-at-arms, in the City of 
New-York, on the 23d day of December, one thousand 
soven hundréd and soventy-five, in tho sixteenth year of 
the reign of our Sovoroign Lord, George the Lhird, h 
tho grace of God, of Great Britain, ranee, and Ireland, 
King, Dafendey of tho Faith, and so forth. 
tees Wartaan Tryon, 
By, His Exoollency’s command : 

> Satuen Bayan, Jun., Deputy Seeretary. 


: Gon save the King. 


COVHRNOUR TRUMNULL LO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 
(Road January 1, 1776.) 
Now-Iayon, Docombor 23, 1775. 

Sm: I réceivéd this ovening Geuornl Washington's fa 
vour of the L4th instant, by the hands of Monsisurs Penet 
and De Pliarno, Wwo J’rench gentlemon, who Inid before 
him a plun for furnishing the Continent with military storos, 
which seams to promise sticcoss ; but not thinking himself 
authorized to niake a contract with them, hath prevailod 
upon them to go to Philadelphia, to lay their proposals 
before the Continental Congress, for their consideration 
and final determination. 

The General tequests me to supply them with such 
nenessaries as they may want, and to have caniages pio- 
vided for expediting their jouney ax much as possible ; 
which is compliad with, proper carriages and assistance 
is afforded them without delay, and hope their plan and 
services may be such as will meet with the approbation of 
your body, according to what, on consideration, the same 
may appear to merit. 

T have received your favots of the 2d and 8th of De- 
Sehibor, instant, Apprehend mon for the Continental ser 
vies, to fill the regiments from this Colony, will bo soon 
inlisted, »{The zeal and aidor of this people to promote 
a commen fea Is not abatod, Our Assombly remains 
silting. ea b 

There are nov6lisays-fhom St, John’s arrived hero, ex- 
cept Captainr Thunter, 6 ie sloop, Lieutenant Smith, of 
the Artillery, Dr. Sandon, withxsome of their dependants 
and servants, about a fortnight:ago; and yesterday, Cap- 
tain MeKay, who ia very desitois to -be sent to the place 
where the rest ate destined, | nahn, bo elsewhere, is it 
not begt to send him to be with Hog rather than to te- 
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Shermen, Msq., can inform/fare extremely dosivons of 
liboity to return to Montreafon thoiv parole, to submit to 
the direction and orders of the commanding ofticer of the 
army there, Is it not best to grant the roquost to them 
who me with us? 

Monsieur Jean Qrillaé, the merchant, is escaped from 
us, with design, a3 is supposed, to get on board the sta. 
‘The pmsuors have not Bend him, [He is likely, at pro- 
sent, to lio concealed not far fiom this place. 

Tam, with great truth and vegard, sir, your most obo- 


dient, humble sei vant, Joraruan ‘Trusmunt 
The Uonomablo Prosident Ifaneock. 


main here? The prisoners (ie Canada, of whom Roger 


ROBERT WL. MARRISON TO COLONDE CHURGI 
Cambridge, Decombor 23, 1775, 

Sin: Lam commanded by his Exedyency to infgrm you 

that you may include Dr, Richmond mn your Abstract as 

Surgoon, fiom the 2lst of September, the dato you mon- 


tion. Tam, &e., Ronunr TL. Hannison. 
To Colonel Zhomas Chureh. 


~~ 5 


QUNERAL WASIINGTON TO THEY GENNRAL COURT OF MAs- 
SACTIUSEETS*BAY, 
Cambrldge, Doeombor 23, 1775. 


Sm: Notwithstanding tho groat pains taken by the 
Quartormaster-Gonoral to procure blankets for the ays 
ho finds it impossible to procure a numbor suficient, Lo 
has tied the different places to the southward without suo~ 
cc3s, 19 what were thore me engaged to supply dio tops 
in each place. 

Our soldiers are in meat distress, and I know of no otha 
way to remedy the evil than applying to you. Cannot 
some bo got fiom the difteront towns? Most houses could 
spe ono; some of thom many. If your honourable 
House will ploasa to take this affair under your immediate 
consideration, and by somo means or other procure as 
many as can be spared from the house-koepers, you will do 
influito service to this Army, and very much obligo your 


humblo servant, Guonan Wasniwaron. 


The same to tho New-Lampshire Convention 3 the samo 
to Governor Lrumbull, Conneticut ; tho same to Govern~ 
our Cooke, Rhode-Island. e 


WILLIAM WATSON 10 GENERAL WASITINGTON. 
Plymouth, Docombor 29, 1775, 

Sins Tho borer, Captain Samuel Jackson, comos with 
six prisoners, o midshipman and five sailors,) put by Cop- 
tain Zulbot, of the Niger frigato, oi bonrd the briganting 
Pcton; which inigantine was taken by said frigate about 
eighteen days ago, near tho Island of Bermuda, and ortler= 
od into Boston. ‘This heigantine was retakon last Wednes. 
day, by ovr people, and was brought into this port, Captain 
Jackson, the boavor of this, will wequaint your Exeellency 
with tho paiticulais, as he bad a principal hand in retaking 
her. This Mr. Jackson is a zealous, tative, worthy friend 
to his country, and has been principal in tating all tho 
piizes which have been brought into this port by private 
vessels. Jacob Taylor, a friend and relative of this Mr, 
Jackson, was mate on board Captain Martindale, he was 
taken by the enemy some time sinco, for which I am sin- 
cercly sorry,) has a Jarge family, and in poot ojroumstances, 
which must suffer much ,unloss some way cab be devised 
for his iedomption, Iam very unwilling to give your lx. 


‘celleney trouble, and muy ask your pardon when I, at tho 


4 


very carnest requost of Laylo’s fiends and unhappy fimi- 
ly, ask your Vxcollonoy whether it is not possible to ex- 
clfango Mr. Curtis, the Midshipman, for ‘Taylor, and when 
Tentient your Kxcellency to inferposo in belinlf of this 
miserable family, and of an unhappy man, who has con- 
ducted with dignity, and has been very active in the noblo 
cause in which we a engagod, from the beginning. 
Tam your Excellency’s much obliged, most humble ser= 


vant 
. Wiruiam Warson, 


To His Excellency George Washington, Esq. 


449 


4 
COLONEL MOBART 70 Ni W-HAMPS HIRE CONGRESS. 
ye “Modford, Decambor 23, 1775, 


Genvremen: Agrecablo to the order of the Jato honour- 
able Congress, Colonel Walker and I proceeded to this 
place, to pay our (roops to the ist of dugusi. We wore 
not particularly instructed how to pay them, but were di- 
reotéd.to pay them in the same way that the Colony of 
theyMussdchusetts-Bay pay their troops. In order to know 
thei establishment, we waited upon the honomable Coun- 
oil, who favoured us with a copy, here enclosed, which is 
different from what we expected. Instead of paying bil- 
leting, they pay one penny per mile to the camp. The 
number of miles each man travelled is ascertained in their 
pay-rolls, and the sum due carried off against each man’s 
nding, and added to the whole amount of his wages. This, 
tagather with paying by lunar months, gives all our a 
tains the trouble of making new rolls, and our Colony the 
dlesrovetie necos#ity of paying more money than we ox- 
pected. 

; They are very explicit in the Colony of the Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, in putting all their stoppages into their rolls, 
guns, blankets, &c., in order, as they say, that dupli- 
cates may be sent to the Continent to refund the money. 
If we aro to be gs oxplicit in our rolls, I am aftaid they 
will be imperfect’; for the amount of guns, blankets, &c., 
supplied by so many hands, and some of them so intricate, 
that it is almost impossible to find out the true state of the 
niatter, ‘However, I shall lose no time, nor spare no pains 
fnamy power, to put every thing in as clear and true a light 
Hit poasibley. and shall cheerfully obsarvo your commands, 
itt "yoursinetruotions, as far as 1 am capable, Colo- 
nek Walkenwill give'you any information about these mat- 
ters, and aie ai much money it will take to com- 
aplétetoub business” "The great despatch with which the 
teorvits were lately raised in our Colony, and the erger 
speed of their march to guaid the lines against our unnatu- 
ral enemies, has done great honour to New-Iampshire, 

Gentlemen, I most heartily wish you the Divine influ« 
ance and direction in the important matters before you; 
and am, gentlemen, your most obedient and humble ser- 


vant, Samven Honan, 


To the Honourable Congress at vetor, 


r — 


GENERAL WASHINGYON TO GENERALSSONUYLER, 
7 yg ees Gambridga, Dacombar 24, 1778, 
fee iy 3 : 

“Daah Ste: Your savour of the 15th instant, came yes 
tarday: to hind, with copies and extracts of your Jate letters 
to:Congtess. I haye with great attention perused them. 
Lam very sorry to find, by several paragraphs, that both 

‘ou and General Monigomery inclina to quit tho sorvice. 

et me ask you, sil, when js tho time for brave men to ox- 
art themelves in tho cause of liberty and their country, if 
fhis is not? = Should any difficulties that they may have to 
gnooynter, at this important orisis, deter them? God knows 
sthgre is pot a difficulty that you both very justly complain 
ofthat Ihave nat, in an eminent degree, experienced— 
am not every day experiencing. “But wo must bear 
dFainsk them; and make the best of mankind as they 
annestsiticg, we cannot lave them as wo wish. Let me, there- 
gfore, conjure you and Mr. Montgomery to lay aside such 
thoughts; thoughts sane to yourselves, excessively so 
to your country, which calls aloud for gentlemen of your 
abilities, 

You mention in your letter to Congress, of the 20th 
tbat the clothing was to remain at Albany, as General 
Nery would provide the froops it Canada. 1 Wish 
fi spared for this Army, for we cannot get 
‘hall of dur troops, * Let mo hear from you on 
pan As pom le, ‘ 

64 ha'vs of ‘the Ministry’s intention toen- 

tie'S4 SBes-Aaninst.us aro incontrovertible. We have 
other confiynatls a by several despatches from John 
Studtt, the Subevinehdarit Of the Southern District, which 
Juckily fell ico BY beng und on board a sloop 
gent by Lotd Durmord,hount ton. - She was taken 
e one of our armed. vessels, Theger' i bile fs of 
bite lence froin’ hig Lordshilf “haydlh 18 Sih! Cone 
ress. : ee wee Liat as nae 
"T hope soon to hear that Colonel Hhod his thade good’ 
Founrs Sznies.—Vot, tv, 


, 
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progress in forwarding tho artillery. It is much wanting 
for the works we have lately thrown up. I have wrote a 
letter, the LOth instant, to Gonoral Howe, respeoting Mr, 
Allen, of which, and the answer, you have ogptes ‘on- 
closed, 
Lam, with great regard, sir, yours, &c., 
Groren Wasmneron: 

Major-General Schuyler, Northern Department. 


GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL SULLIVAN: 
Head-Quartors, Dooonibor 24, 1775. 

Sin: In obedience to his Excellency the General’s di- 
rections, I am to desire that you wilt acquaint him, if you 
do not think, fiom the weather, (the information of the 
deseiter you sent this morning to Cambridge, and all other 
citcumstances,) that this night will be likely to prove fa- 
vourable to the enterprise you mentioned yestorday to the 
Genoral. If that is your opinion, it will be previously neces 
sary for is to come and communicate the whole of your 
plan to the General, and receive his orders thereupon. 

At gun-fiing, it will be necessary to sequaint the Gen- 
erals, Putnam, [eath, and Greene, with your intention, 
that no unnecessary alarm may cieato confusion, but that 
every thing may bo conducted in a soldier-like manner, to 
succour, sustain, and, if necessary, cover the retreat of your 
party. 

Lam, sir, your most obedient, humblo servant, , 

Horatio Garus, ddj't Qeneral: ” 
To Brigadier-General Sullivan, Winter-LGll, 


P.S, It is not necessary for you to come to KHend- 
Quai ters, unless you choose it} but bo careful to acquaint 
tho other Generals with your intention, j 


GENERAL SULLIVAN TO NEW-HANVSHIRE COMBITTER OF 

SAFELY, i Puc 

‘ Comp, noar Wintor-Iiil, Dacambor Rd, 177%8«q 
Muon xsreumnn Genrimnen: I do myself the honoute 
of transmitting you, by Colonel Burnham, a Roturn of the 
Militia sont by you fiom New-Hampshire, ‘Uhe troopsae 
exceeding goad, their spirit much applauded, and your 
vigorous oxertions in procuing and sending thom so soa. 
penal meots with just reward s namely, the thanks,of she 

my. be tal alt 

Colonel Burnham would hove raturhadiony 
but one company did not arrive tll. yestardaysane 
not return tit he had musterod thom, i: fas bean fateh 
engaged in taking care of the troops, and haa,been Of ding 
golar service to them and me, I wish you to make him 
up in your bill, and forward tho same for payinént 4féfore 
the time of inlistment is expired. ee 
Gentlemen, I am, with much respect, your most obgdi 


iC) ey 
snl GORVanty ; Jostn Sunnzvan, 
To the Honourable Committee of Safety. 










4 
4 ee’ 
PHILIP CALLBECK TO GENERAL sa Ba 


A 
Provinoa of Massachusctts.2: al bg 
‘ Dvhingge at The 


Sm: I should but ill deserve the geterone trentmont 
your Excellency has been pleased to show me, had J not 
gratitude to acknowledge so great a favour, I eannot 
ascribe any part of it to my own merit, but must ay 
the whole to the philanthropy and -humang 
that so truly characterizes General Washingto 
obliging, therefore, to accept of the only returt Ingiy 
power, that of my most giateful thanks; and be assured 
my conduct shall bear so strictly in unigon with (hatof the 
entleman, so ag at all timas to secure to mysolf the honayr 
pe embrace, of subscribing myself, with great resp 
your ExcelJency’s most obedient, humble, and much 
ged servant, Poise Can 
His Excellency General Washington, Hae 
Fearful { should encroach on your Exe 
have declined giving you a detail of theé 
and persecution that hrs attended mis 
honour of taking my leave, J aye, 
jor Frazer, partly acqaaifit 
watch @ donvenient opporti 
















. 
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The Case of Pasar Catuuner, late Commander-in- 
chief of the Island of Sy. Jonn’s, and Tuomas 
Waras, one of the Council, Justice of the Peace, and 
Surveyor-Genoral of said Island, addressed to General 
Wasnneron. 


That on Friday, the 17th November, two privatecrs 
arrived at Charlottetown, tho capital of said Island; and 
immediately alter, Captains Broughton and Selman, who 
commanded said vessels, landed with two partios under 
their command, That Mr, Callbeck met Selman on his 
Janding, who, notwithstanding a very civil 1eception, in- 
stantly ordered him on board one of tho vessels, without 
permitting him to return to his houso, though requested so 
to do; and, as he was going on board, ono of the party 
jnsolently, without any provocation, struck him. 

That ‘ag soon as Mr. Calidccke was conveyod on board, 
‘he received a message from Selman to gond tho koys of his 
house, stores, &e., otherwise he would lneak the doors 
‘open. On receipt of the message, Mr. Callbeche sent the 
koys with one of his cleiks, (who was detained a prisoner,) 
that he might attend and open the doors of such places as 
should be saquited to be inspected into. Upon the clerk’s 
informing Selman of Mr. Callbeck’s directions, he told him 
‘he did not want his assistance, and desired him to deliver 
thé keys, which he accordingly did. 

That Broughton and Selnan, with their party, immedi+ 
atoly procoeded to a stoio in which there was a vory largo 
and valuable assortment of goads, allol which, excapt same 
vary insignificant articles, thoy sent on boad Sefman’s vor 
sol. After which, although they had tho keys of the doors, 
they bioke open two othor stores, out of which they took 
tho most valuable articlos, together with the entire stook of 
paeen that Mr. Cadlbeok had provided for his family’s 

inter support and tho inhabitants immediately about him, 
That they next went into Mr. Callbeck’s dwolling-house, 
whore thoy examinad all his private papers, broke tho bed- 
chambers, closets, and collar doors open. Iu Mas, Call- 
beck's bed-room they hoke open her drawers and wranks, 
‘s¢attored hei ¢lothes about, read har letters from her mo- 
iter and sistars, took the bod and window curtains, bed and 
Watlding, Mis, Callbock’s rings, braeelots, and trinkets, also 
some of her clothes, They then took the parlour window 
curtains; looking-glasses, curpets, and sevoral aiticles of 
plats and Household furniture, 8:0. &c.5 also, all the por- 
tor, rum, Genova, and wine, (oxcopt ono cask, which they 
stove the head into and drank the whole out.) At the 
samo timo they plundered the wholo of Mis, Callbeck's 
little stores of vinegar, oil, candles, fruit, sweetments, ba- 
con, hams, &e. Not yet satiated with wanton doprada- 
tions, they noxt wont to' Mr, Cullbeck’s offico, from which 
they took some of his clothes, &o,, thd Province silver seal, 
Governour Patterson's commission, two trunks full, of 
bods, his olark’s dost and wearing apparel ; opened Mr, 

lallbecke’s burcau and desks, read all his papers, somo of 
Whiéli Wero of gront importance in his private connections, 
“Tint alter they had yavaged Mr. Callbecl’s house and 
otlt-hdises, they broke into Goveinour Patterson's houso, 
(th whiel no person resided,) out of which they took the 
whidow emtains, carpets, looking-glasses, cases of knives 
antl forks, silver spoons, table linen, sheets, bedding, his 
Napparel, and the church furnituro, which was do- 
bk tees &e,, &e., broke a quantity of his 

a aitd Utable What liquors were jn tho house. 

That after they had accomplished thus far of their orael- 
ty, they ninde Mr. Wright a prisoner, and, with insulting 
language, laughed at the tears of his wife and sister, who 
were in the greatest agony of distress at so cruel a separa- 
gn fiom their husband and brother. 
we] Hatyafler Mr. Wright camo on board where Mr. Cuil. 
bey he) éonfinad, they represented tho treatment thoy tind 
ry ind WN confidence they had that Broughton and 
t 


piyed, 
et iv HO) OfGers to commit such outrages, thoy, for 
; q "e fullvog,honslver, read their ordors, by 
Ah fi pate ley, ora. ne way divected to go to the 
Island, an nk fhey were particularly cautioned not to 
abuse prival ‘ prc perly' upon, which Mr. Callhecte and 
Haokie ite: aks RHR, © convince them 
ier ed aM tay ee at their ingtruc- 
bi 


iar lly of taking them 
a, though it wag Pip ey would ta int, 


s 







ae 
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diately dismissed, yet it woyf be almost impossible for 
them to get back to tho Isfand hefore the Wintor set in, 
tho season being so far advanced, Notwithstanding tho 
reiteration of every argument thut could bo offered, they 
waie deaf to every feeling or sensation, and determined to 
take away Mr. Cadlbcele with his effects, and Mr. IPright. 

That Mr. Cadlbecle supposes thoy luve in their custody, 
of his property, ta the amount of two thousand panes 
sterling. ‘J’o exaggoiate the crue) trealmont ho has ro- 
ceived, is inpossible ; and it is ely 80 even Lo give an 
oxact detail of tho injuries that huve been offered to him 
and his property. All his papara road, some of which 
wore of a very private nature. Although they had all his 
keys, his dooig brokon open; his effects, and the provision 
and necessaries he had provided for his family’s support, 
taken away and wantonly destroyed ; his wife lef destitute 
of every supports not so much as a egndle to burn, Also, 
betweon seventy and eighty people, who wero Imtely a 
rived on the Island, and depended on him for their support 
dung the Wintor, are lof without any sort of provisions, 
some of whom, if not all, will inevitably perish for want, 
which would have been prevented hid Mr, Callbect beon 
permitted to stay; of this both Broughton and Selman 
woie informed by him, as well ng othor pevsons. Nat to 
add tho further disadvantagos that Mr, Callbeck suffora b 
being ken away, he is debunod from assisting Mys, Call. 
becle in hor distressed situation, and taking the necessary 
core of what remains of a shutiered fortune, What hag 
been left of his property on tho Island, is in the hands of 
servants, who doubtless will bo negleatful, and, perhaps, 
avail themselves, undor the deprodations that hayo beon 
committed on bis property, by alleging soveral of his eMeeta, 
which they will choose to plunder, ware taken away by 
Brovghion and Selman, and party. They, by thoir cons» 
duet, have loft Mis, Callbeck open to theso approhensions 5 
for, although it was uged and requested by his clorks, that 
an inventory should be taken of tho eflvets thoy topk 
away, they would not permit it, nor would they sufér the 
cluika to stand by while they wero sonding the things 
away, which wero sent in the utmost disorder. 

‘To mako it still more doubtful, and to givo the Inhabi+ 
tants an opportunity to plunder, Broughton and Selman, 
aftor thoy mado a prisoner of My, TMrighi, suffered some 
of their people to romain on shoro, (without an afficor,) 
who bioke the doors and windows of Governonr Patter 
son's and My, @allbeck’s houses, and a second timo law= 
lessly onterod and toak out what they ploased, and finished 
what liquors had been Jeft in both houses. 

‘That during thoir voyage soma artioles of plate, and 
othet of My. Callbeck’s property, were found hidden, and 
in the custody of tho common people. So tliat, even upon 
a supposition that Mr. Oullbook will be“ordered his proé 
porty, ho will doubtless bo tvery considerable jos ry aimed 

That Mr. Callbeck and Wright, wantonly th nie 
their fimilios, havo been brought, in a state of onpt 
upwards of six hundred miles, by aga, to this Provinag. 
During their passago they baye suffered many inconyenis 
ences, and since their landing they have travelled one hun 
ched and twenty miles, 

Vhat Mr. Callbeck and Fright have taken tho liherty 
to trouble, &a., &c., and so concludes, 


x 


COLONEL NOW TO THE PRESIDENT OF TITE VIRGINY me 
CONVENTION. ; 
Norfolk, Nocormbor 28, 3778, 
Yesterday, by a Mag of truco, I received a letter from 
Captain Bellew, a copy wf which I have the honour to 
transmit you, with a si of those I bave written to hin, 


a 
‘ 


Though Colonel Moodfordand myself were sonsiblo it waa 
our duty to withheld trom him, ag much ag in our power 
lay, those supplics he wishes to obtain, yot tho moderate 
conduot he has pursuod, and the sentiments of humanity 
hy which ho seams to be actuated, induead us to dolay an 
answer till today, and to couch it in terms which canngt 
but show him, that oc ‘sion, not inclination, had influence 
upon our conduct. Captain Bellew’s letter was broygh 
us by ope of his Lieutenants; he expressed far, hin) 
and every officer on boatd, the relugtanee they, shauld, feel, 
if compelled by necessity, they should be obliged, by 
raudjng partias, to snatch from the indigent fasrpors. gente 


Qu 


i 


ABB 
\ 


Colony those provisions they were so willing to purchase. 
I thought proper, sir, to gh 
through you, Colonel Wood, and myself beg leave to 
submit it to the consideration of your honowablo Board, 
whether wa are to show any indulgence to those people, 
and, if we are, to what bounds we are to extend it. 

Major Rugin, and about one hundred and eighty Mi- 
nute-Men, arrived Inst night; it was a seasonable ielief to 
aur soldiers, almost worn out with duty this very bad 
weather. 

JT was honoured with your letter yesterday, and are 
made happy to find our proceedings are approved of, The 
orders it conveys, and all others which we may receive, 
we shall endeavour to execute with the greatest punctuality. 


‘ you this information ; and 
0 


POST-OFFICES UNDER THE OROWN DISCONTINUED, 


ad Gonora? Post-OMcc, Now-York, Decomber 25, 1775, 
Whereas, the Provincial Convention at Annapolis has 
passed a Resolve, “That the Parliamentary Post (us they 
are pleased to term it) shall not be permitted to suffer or 
travel in, or pass through that Province with any mail, 
packages, or letters ;” and, in consequence of that Resolve, 
have taken His Majesty’s mail from the Post-Office at 
Baltimore, with the letters contained therein, The Com- 
mittoa at Philadelphia having also taken the mail con- 
taining all the last packet letters to the Southwaid, opened 
many of them, to the great hurt of individuals; and signi 
fied to the Postinaster their intontion of stopping all others 
for the future; and other of [lis Majesty’s mails having 
been taken and obstructed, notice is hereby given to the 
publick, that the Deputy Postmaster-General is obliged, 
for the present, to stop all the Posts. They are also 
shereby desired to take notice, that for the safety of the 
letters coming by the next or any future packet, they will 
be kept on board, and the names of those who shall have 
letters will be advertised, that they may either apply them- 
solves, or write to their friends in this city to take them 
up. An order in writing from the person to whom any 
letters may be directed will be necessary. 
Francis Dasnwoon, Secretary, 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 
Cambridge, Decombor 25, 1775, 

Sim: I had the hohour to address myself to you the 
19th instant, since which I have received undoubted ine 
formation, that the genuine instructions give to Connolly 
have not reached your hands, that they are very artfully 
concealed in the tree of his saddle, and covered with can+ 
yass so nicoly, that they ara seaicely discernable ; that those 
which were found upon hin aro intended to decoive, if ho 
were caught. You will most certainly have his saddle 
taken to pieces in order to discover this deep Inid plot. 

Enelosed is a copy of General LZowo’s letter in answer to 
the one J wiote him the 18th instant; the conduct T am 
to observe towards Brigadier Prescott, in consequence of 
these letters, the Congress will oblige me by determining 
for me. * 

The gentlemen by whom you sent the money aro 
artived; the sum they brought, though large, is not sufli- 
cient to answer the dan nds of the Army, which at this 
time ave remarkably heavy. There are three months’ pay 
due, one month’s advance, two dollars for each blanket, 
the aris which aie left by those who are dismissed to he 
pald for, besides the demands which are on the Commis- 
i y and Quartermaster-Generals. You will, therefore, Seo 
the necessity of nnother remittance, which 1 beg may he as 
soon &s you conveniently can. *L will take the oppoitunity 
of the raturh of thoso gentlemen, to send Colonel Kirk- 
land to you' for examination, and that you may dispose of 
him as td you may seam proper, 

A Committee-from the Goneral Court of this Province 
called on tne the other day, informing me that they were in 
great want of ordnatiee for flefence pf the Colony; that if 
what belonged to them, now in use here, was kept for the 
Continent, they will be ander the necessity of ‘providing 
themselves with others; of course what §§ kept must be 
paid for, Thei¢ are many of the cannon of very litile use ; 
such of then as are good I cannot. at present part with. 
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Perhaps when J ieceive the supply fiom New-York ant! 
Canada, it may be in my power to spare them. 

Mr. FFadsworth has sent in his .eport respecting Cape~ 
Cod habour, a copy of which you will receive herewith ; 
also a lotter received fiom a Mr, Jacob Bayley, put into my 
hands by Colonel Létéle; it contains some things that may 
not be unworthy the consideration of Congress, 

Wo have made good progress in tho works on Lech~ 
mere’s Point; they would have been finished ere this, but 


-for the severity of the weather, which prevents our people 


from working. 

I received a letter fiom Governour Cooke, which ex- 
presses the fears of the people of Ihode-Jsland, lest the 
ships, which we had information were sailed, with some 
troops on board, were destined for Newport; | sent Major- 
General Lee there, to point out to them such defence as 
he may think the place capable of. I sincerely wish he 
may ho able to do it with effect, as that place, in its pre- 
sent state, is an asylum for such as are disaffected ta Ame- 
rican liberty. 

Our setuins of inlistments to this day amount to eight 
thousand five hundred men, 

T have the honour to bo, sir, your most obedient, humble 


vant 
servant, Groner Wasuineron. 


To the Honowable John Lancock, Esq. 


P, 5. Enclosed is an estimato of the demands of the 
Army. 


— “fe 


PELEG WADSWORTH TO GENBRAL WASIIINGTON, 
Dooombor 16, 1776, 
May tr riease your Exontnency: Agrecable to your 
orders of the Sth instant, I have examined the habour 
of Cape-Cod, and give it as my opinion that Cage-Coil 
makes a very extensive harbour with any winds fiom tho 
west to north and northeast, and shipping may conveniently 
ride out of the reach of cannon, although the whole shore 
was lined with them, But tho Cove, which may bo strictly 
called the harbour, might be pretty well commanded from 
an eminence on the shore. 'Ehis might deprive an enem 
of the most commodious part of the harbour, prevent their 
watering, rendezvous, &c., &o. 
Tam, with duo respect, your Exeellency's humble sor- 
vant, Penne Wanawonrn, 


To His Excellency Genoral Washington. 


om 


GHNERAL HOWE TO GRNERAL WASHINGTON, 

Boston, Docombor 21, 2775, 
Sin: In answor to your lettor of tho 18th instant, 1 am 
to acquaint you that my command does not extend to 
Canada ; nor having received any accounts wherein the 
name of Allen is mentioned, I cannot give you the smallest 
satisfrotion upon the subject of your letter; but trusting 
Major-General Carleton’s conduct will never incur cen- 
sure upon any occasion, 1 am to conclude in tho instance 
of your inquiry, that he has not forfeited his past pretan- 
sions to decency and humanity. It is with regret, cone 
sidering the character you have always maintained amon) 

your friends, as a gentleman of the strictest honour an 
delicacy, that I find causo to resent a sentence in the con- 
clusion of your letter, big with invective against my supe- 
tiors, and insulting to myself, which should obstruct any 

further intercourse between us. 

Tam, sir, with due respect, your most obedient servant, 
Wintran Howse ; 


‘ 


To George HWashingion, Esq. 


— 


COLONEL JACOB DAYLEY TO COLONEL LITLLE. 
Nowhury, Novembor 24, 1775, 
Sur: Means have been taken, I do not doubt, to seaure 
the conquest at Cartada, and also to connect the Colo ny 
with ours; yet as L am nigh to it, and sornewhat acqueings 
with that country, would beg leave to let you kno 
thoughts of the matter, I say to you as I néad.p 
of my acquaintance who may be abla te 
cerity; Tam not able any other way ta in 
talent I have, being settled in so rem 
try, and since the war, applyingy 
on the settlement of this oquntryss 
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“put little nequaintanco with gentlemen who are now at the 
head of Colony afthivs, I must suppose that it will be 
needful that a body of men are the next Spring stationed in 
Canada, for if the whole is not subdued this season, it must 
he dona, If taken must bo kept from Mrance os woll as 
England, Tt would not surprise me, if after tho French 
jiad assisted us to drive off the Regulars, they should take 
it out of our hands for France. Of what vast impoitanco 
to us is tho country, and how easy itis defended, But 
‘one fortress commands the whole Irom any foreign power, 
and whatever nation, or people, holds the fortress, com~ 
mands all the back settlamonts of the United Colonies, and 
the most extensive fur and skin trade in the univorse. I 
cannot but be thankful that the councils of our adversmices 
aro tumed into foolishness in iespect to Canada, for if 
thoy had taken possession of Quebech and New- York, 
with what strength they bought to Boston, how would tho 
matter lave beon by this time with tho Colonies; but Pio- 
vidence haa interfered in our behalf. 

L would not lose so precious a jewel as Canada; tho great 
difficulty wo have, or shall have tolcep it, is for want of a 
communication by land into that country, altogether b 
land, which we may have from this to S¢é. John’s, which 
will not excecd ninety miles, by which quick intelligance, 
and an army may be down into that country from this 
in six days; no danger then of a fleet and army fiom Bri- 
tain or France, We ean provide bere for any numbor on 
thelr maich, and when in Canada, thoia is no want; a 
road also, will connect these people with outs; tiade might 
bo caved on, or pened, which will scowe the trading 
pat; our pengle doubtless aro amongst them, which will 
wear out their Popish bigotry; until that is tho caso, no great 
trast to the 2roneh. Supposing wo set up for independon- 
cy, how much valua is the fur and skin trado of that vast 
axtonsive river, lakes and country, (doubtless a million a 
year.) On tho whole, considering overy cheumstance, con- 
ventiengo and situation, I could ae urge that you uso 
your ondeavoui that such a toad he thought upon and dono 
enrly, ag only as April; L would do all in my powor to for- 
ward it. Tho course from this is nearly forty dogrees north- 
wort to Montreal, Wo are sixty miles onst of Crown-Point ; 
neatly north from Hartford; northwest from Boston, one 
hundrod and forty miles; fiom Netwbury northwosterly one 
hundrod and twenty-five miles; about the samo distance 
from Portsmouth; but the maps will inform; Dr. Langtows 
is a very good one, If you remembor, it is but two years last 
October, that you, Esquire Stevens and mysolf, sont a sur’ 
yeyor, chain-man, &e., who measmed and maiked a road 
to Missisque Bay, and it is, undoubtedly, good for a road 
80 far, which is two-thirds of tho way; indoad, our line ter- 
minatod forty-five dogigas north latitude. 1 had thoughts 
that tho rond bo carriod to the onst of Missisque Bay, but 
thore is dangar of drowned land; should it i 80, 0 for'y 
atthe mouth of Misstsque river, which will be but three 

uajtors of a mile; cioss Mind-Mill Point, another ferry of 
the same width, then a good road may bo had to Conaga, 
at thiity miles distanco, about six milos aboye Montreal. 

But I would, if practicablo, make a road without being 
troubled with water; water carriage is good, and answers 
an oxcellont end; but what I would, is, that if we have a 
sudden call fiom Canada, we may repair thither without 
any hindrance, Tor suppose Canada to be in our hands 
next May ov June, we are certain a fleet and sirmy are in 
the mouth of Sz, Larorence, destined to reduce Quebeci, 
an army sufficient to repel might be sent this way season- 
ably, and I must think, that in the hands ofthe Ministy, it 
is their greatest advantage against, aud in our hands os 
much, and more, ifcan be, and I have always wondered 
that the wiso heads against us, if any there be, had not 
struck ‘on New-York and Quebeck, which would havo ent 
off the\cormmuniention betwoen the Noith and South Co- 
lonies,: and harassed our frontiers, which aro of a groat 
extent Thedadians would have been in thoir favour, 
We could not have atood ont til now; thorcforo, lot us 
make by the advantage they have given us, 

I do not know the situation of the entrance into Yori, 
-but T should think, if possible, that harbour ought to be 
-secured for divers keasons. York is of more consequence 
vto us, than all the harbours to the east. How easy would 
it. have been for the King’s troopsand shipping, to have 

{tioffthe communication between the Noth and South 
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Colonies, by taking possassion, ot Now+ Yorke and tho North 
river, and would not numbey have joined thom at York, 
and will not the King tuko possogsion thore this wintor? 
1 vow not. 1 believo yot, if tho King had possession of 
Ganada, before noxt Juno there would bo a communion~ 
tion open for thom by Alday. even now, in the Wine 
tar, fortifications ought to bo built at Sandy-Lools, to oop 
out, &, Lonly speak of this ns it comes in my way. 
linve sent to Colonel Bedel, to see to tho yond on that 
side, but Lam afraid tho post will not got there, it is so 
bad ciossing the lalos at this sonson, If this road was 
done, four days would come tidings. The aflair of this 
yond must be soon concluded upon, os provisions should 
be provided in the Winter, and it is much easier got now, 
than in Agnif or May, J should be glad io bave 0 return 
from you as soon as possible; how your publick afi 
stand. LT would be willing to do any thing that might con- 
tributo to so glorious a cause that we ayy now engaged in. 

T have wrote ina bioken manner my thoughts; you may 
eae out what of ming you like, and add to your own 5 per- 
naps you will, in so much, find something, When you go 
to Boston sayo your and our Scotch people, if they are 
friends, T would recommend that you continua in the sore 
vice, if you are Jiko (0 bo of sorvico. I don’t say that I 
will not join the anny in the Spring, if health remain. Tam 
now in good health, All avo woll hora, 

My best regards to the honourable gontlemen in the 
Army. From your bumble sorvant, —y, gon Bayney. 


~~ 


QUNERAL ORDERS, 
Toad.Quartors, Cambridge, Docombor 14, 1775, 
(Paolo, St, Domingo.) (Countersign, Iranea.) 


» 
Toad-Quartora, Cambridgo, Yooombor L6, 1778, 

(Parole, Rockingham ) (Conmieradyn, Lehman) 

Tho Quaitermastors of all the Rogiments are, as goon 
as possible, to deliver to tho Doputy Commissary-Goneral 
Mu, Jalisha Avery, oll the Cider-barrels, Buttor-firkins and 
Candle-boxes, in the possession of their respective Corps, 
as thoso articles are very much wanted for the publick 
service, 


TYond-Quartors, Cambridgo, Dacombay 16, 1775, 
(Parole, Raleigh.) . (Countersign, Dralea,) 
” — 
Houd-Quaa tog, Cambridyo, Deaombor 17, 1776, 
(Pavolo, aanet ) (Counteralgn, Dorget,) 

When frosh Reoratts from the country join the now es 
tablished Regiments, tho Colonols, or commanding offleors 
of thoso Rogimonts, are to discharge tho like number of 
old soldiers, who havo not ongagad for tha noxt campaign, 
taking cave to part with tho most indifferent first, 

A Goneral Court-Martial (6 ait to-morrow moming in 
Cambridge, at ton in tho forendon, to try such persons ng 
shall bo brought beforo them. All evidencos and persons 
concorned, to attond tho Court. 

—y i; 
Hoad.Quartore, Cambridge, Docomber 18, 1778, 
(Parole, Lechmere.) “ (Counteralguy Seay a) 

The Colonels and commanding officers of Rogiments 
and Corps are to deliver to tho Adjutant-Genoral, at or 
derly time next Saiurday, thoir pay abstracts for the 
months of October, November and December; also, ‘art 'tibe 
stinct for tho month of January noxt, for cach of the new 
established Corps, tho honourable the Continental’ Con- 
grgss, having been plonged to order all those who have 
bravoly resolved to sdrve this country dnother year, shall 
bo rowarded with ono moytl’s pay advanco, 

TLond-Quatlors, Cambridyo, Dosombor 10, 1776, 
(Fivolo, Daver’s.) ° (Countersign, Zail.) 


Tload-Quartors, Cambiidyo, Docombor 20, 1775, 

{(Pavato, Fab fav) (Countersign, Hodpor,) 

In consequence of acomplaint, oxhibited by the Colo- 
nels and commanding-ofiicers of corps, in the Brigade upon 
Winter- Hill, on the 20th October last, against Commis» 
sary-General Zrenbdull, his Excellency is pleased to order 
a Court of Inquiry, to sit to-morrow, at eleven, in the fere- 
noon, to examine into the cause thereof, Major-General 
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Puinam, with the Brigadiors Sullivan, Green, and Death, 
to compose the Court of Ingiity. All evidences and per- 
sons concerned to attend the Court, 

Tho Court will sit at General Putnam’s louse; tho 
Judge Advocate to attend, 


t 


Uead-Quartors, Dosombar 21, 1775, 


4 
(Patole, Lancaster.) (Countersign, Carlisle.) 


. é Hoad-Quarlers, Cambridgo, Decembor 22, 1775, 
(Parole, Pilkces.) * (Countersign, Newnham.) 
t 


Hond.Quartors, Cambridge, Decomber 23, 1775, 

Pabole, London.) (Countersign, Livery.) 
4’ The Colonels and commanding officers of the new esta- 
blished Regiments, will each of them receive, on Monday 
next, from the Adjutant-General, a warrant for eight hun- 
dred dollars, to paystheir men for their blankets. An ex- 
act account of the distribution of this money is to be kept, 
and rendered when called for, paiticularizing the men’s 
names, the companies they belong to, and the towns they 
come from. 

The Captains of the Militia companies, aie again called 
upon to make out exact return-iolls of their men, specify~ 
ing tho towns they come from, and the regiments they are 
joined to. 

* The General expects fiom tho officers and soldiers a 
strict obedience to the general standing orders, forbidding 
rambling fiom camp without leave, and hopes every person 
will exert himself in his particular station to presorve ordor, 
and that alertness so necessary in an army within cannon 
shot of their enemy. 
‘ os 
ry Hond-Quartora, Oambridyo, Decomber 24, 1775. 

(Warale, Aiped) {Counterslgn, Hophiney 

By order of his Excellency General Washington, a 
Board of General Officers sat yesterday in Cambridge, and 
unanimously recommended the following rations to be de- 
livered in the manner hereby directed, viz: 

Corned Beef and Pork, four days in a week. 

Salt, Fish one day, and fresh Beof two days. 

As Milk cannot e procmed duiing the winter 
the men are to have one pound and a half of 
eighteen ounces of Pork per day, 

Ilalf pint of Rice, or a pint of Indian Meal por week. 

One quart of Spruce Beer per day, of nine gallons of 
Molasses to one hundréd men per week. 

* Six pounds of Candles to one hundred men per week, 
for guards. 

ounces of Butter, or nine ounces of Hog’s Lard per 
week, 

Three pints of Pons or Beans por man per week, or ve~ 
getables equivalont, allowing six shillings per bushel for 
Beans or Peas, two and eight eo per bushel for Onions, 
one and four pence per bushel for Potatoes and Turmps. 

One pound of Flour per man, cach day; had Bread to 
be dealt out one day in a week, in liu of Flour. 

Tho above allowance is ordered to be issued by the 
Commissary-General to all the tioops of the United Colo- 
nies serving in this Department, until tho honourable the 
Continental Gongress, or the Commander-in-chief, thinks 
proper to alter it. 

Captain Wentworth Stewart, of Colonel Phinney’s Re- 
giment, tried at a General Court-Martial, whereof Colonel 
Bricket was President, for “ disobedience of orders, and 
gross abuse to Lieutenant-Colonel March, of the said regi- 
ment.” ‘Ihe Court aré unanimously of épinion that Cap- 
ihigeStewart is guilty of repented abuse to Lioutenant-Col- 
offal’ Mureh, and, therefore, adjudgo that he ask pardon of 
Colonel Match, before all the olficers of the regiment, and 
at the:same tine receive a severe reprimand from Colonel 
Phinney: ° . 

John Weles, in’ Captain Williams's Company, Colonel 
@reaton’s Regiment, tried at the above Court-Martial for 
“robbing thé Quaitermaster-General’s store.” The Court 
find the ‘prisoner guilty of 9 breach af the forty-ninth Arti- 
ole for regulating the Massachusetts Army; and, therefore, 
adjudge him to receive ten Jashes upon thetbare back with 
a dat-o'-nine-tails. 

The General approves the above sentences, and orders 
them to be executed the first fair day. 


season, 
Beef, or 
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' Hoad.Quarlors, Cambtidga, December 25, 1776. » 
(Parole, Yorkshire.) (Cauntersign, Savile) 


GrSBraL WASHINGTON TO JOSEPH REED, 
Cambridgo, Decembor 25, 1775, 

Dear Sm: At the same time that I thank you for stop* 
ping visiters in seaich of prefeiment, it will give me plen- 
sure ta shaw civilities to otheis of your recommendation’ 
Indeed, no gentleman that is not well known, ought to 
come here without letters of introduction, ns it puts me in 
4 awlkivard situation with respect to my conduct towards 
them. 

Ido not very much undeistand a paragiaph in your let- 
ter, which seems to be taken from mite to Colonel J7an- 
cock, expiessive of the unwillingness of the Connecticnt 
troops to be deemad Continental. There is no exmession 
in any of my letters, that I can either recollect or find, that 
has a tendency that way; further than their unwillingness 
to have officers of other Governments mixed in their corps; 
in which they are not singular, as the same paitiality runs 
through the whole. I havo, in some mensure, anticipated 
the desires of the Conaccticue Delegates, by a kind of re- 
presentation to each of the New-England Governments of 
the impracticability of :aising our complement of men by 
voluntary inlistments, and submitting to their consideration 
whether, if the poweis of Government are sufliciently 
coeicive, each town should not be called upon for a pro+ 
poitionate number of recruits, What they will do in thé 
matter remains to be known. ‘The militia, who have sup- 
plied the places of tho Connecticut Regiments, behave 
much better than I expected they would under our want 
of wood, barracks, and blankets, With those mon, and 
such as are reinlisted, I shall hope, if they will he vigilant 
and sphited, to give the enemy a warm reception, if they 
think proper to come out. Our want of powder is incon 
ceivable. A daily waste, and no supply, presents a gloomy 
prospect, I fear the detention of the vessels from your 
port is so generally known, a3 to defent the end. Two 
ten-of-war, it is said, put into New-York the other day, 
and were immediately ordered out, supposed to Pérginia. 

Tam so much indebted for the clvilitics shown to Mis. 
Washington on her journey hither, that I hardly know 
how to acknowledge dhe? Somo of tho enclosed (all of 
which I beg the favour of you to put into tho post-ollice 
are directed to that end, and I shail be obliged to you''fo! 
presenting ry thanks to the commanding-ofticera of the 
two battalions of Philadelphia, for the lonour dore td hee 
and me, as also to any others equally entitled,; ' ° 

Ivory sincerely offer you the compliments of the season, 
and wish you and Mrs. Reed, and. your firoside, the happy 
return of many of them, being, dear sir, yours, &c, 

Groras Wasninaron, * 
To Joseph Reed, Esq. : 


ROBERT NH. WARRIGON 0 GENERAL WARD, 
Crmbridgo, Docombor 25, 1775, , 
Sin:, I am commanded by his Excellency to inform you 
that he is very apprehensive that the troops in, Boston, 
when the bay is fiozen sufficiently hard for them to pass, 
will take the hay that is on the marsh unless it js removed. 
You will, therefore, ba pleased to have notice given to the 
persons owning it to take it away and secure it immedi- 
ately, or his Excellency will be under the necessity of 
having it burnt. ; ‘ 
Lam, sir, your most obedient, humble sorvant,,,. > 
Rosrxt H, Hanrtson. : 
To Major-General Ward. , u 


COLONEL MOYLAN TO WILLTAM BARTLETT, 
Cambridge, Desombor 25, 1775, 

Sim: Your letter of the 20th instant, is come to hand. 
As the coin and oats are wanting for the use of the army, 
Colonel Miglin must hove them, Tle will give the prlde 
you mention for the one-third belonging to the‘oapitety. 
‘As to the other two-thirds, it is of little consequeicatwliit 
price is fixed thercon. Colonel Glover maul tily 
have been mistaken when he informed you'thae.ii "keel 
lency was willing that the coin and oats should be"aispiosdd 
of at your place. It could not be his médiling} as ho'Knew 
the want the Quartermaster wasn Horthédi, I wish you 


ote 
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would send up immediately tho baggage belonging to Cap- 
tain Foster's pople, for they are in a very dirty condition ; 
also for such of Captain Adama’s men as are here, 1 do 
not know what directions to give you relative tS tho poiter. 
Wo must order a survey on it, and judge by the report of 
its value. J think some butts would sel} well at camp. 
Tam, &c,, Sreriuen Moysan. 


To William Bartlett, Esq., Beverly. 


INSTRUCTIONS TO THE REPRESENTATIVES OF PORTSMOUTH, 
NEW-HAMPSIURE, 
Poitamouth, N. IL, Docombor 25, 1775. 


Last Monday, at a publick town mocting, the following 
gentlemen were chosen Delegates to represent this town 
in Provincial Congress now convened at Eveter; and, by 
a Committee appointed to draw up Instructions for them, 
they were the next day unanimously voted by the ‘Town, 


To Swauel Cutts and Samuel Sherburne, Esqs., ant Cap- 
tain Pierce Long. 

Ghyopemen: As tho approaching session of the Con- 
gross will be attended with the consideiation of matters of 
more importance (han ever came before any body of men 
In this Colony, your constituents desire your strict atten~ 
tion to theso their instiuctions, supposing your motives in 
accepting our choice of you to be those, alone, of promo~ 
ting tha publick good. 

‘Lhe precopt sout to this town for the choice of Delo- 

tes, montions our taking up a form of Government in this 

olony. ‘This wo conceive to be a monsure to bo entered 
on with the greatest caution, calmness, and deliberation, 
We are of opinion that the present times are too unsettled 
to admit of perfecting a form, stable and peimanent; and 
Yhat to hitempt it now would injure us, by furnishing our 
enemies in Grea Britain with arguments to persuade the 
good people thera that wo are aiming at indepondonoy, 
which wo totally disavow. We should, therefore, prolor 
the government of the Congress, till God, in his provi- 
denoo, shall afford ug quictor times. 

If, however, the Congrass shall think propor to esta- 
‘Diish a new form of Government, we enjoin you, that no 
private pique or prejudice may seclude from the appoint: 
ment to any place of honour or profit men of approved 
hhonaur ond integrity whother members likely to be rp- 
pointed to such places, who you have avery reason to think 
sought an oleotion, that you do every thing in your power 
to a their appointment, 

he courts of justice in this Colony, you are sensiblo, 
have long slopt. We oarneatly roquire you that you uso 
your influenco in the Congress that the law may havo its 
course, not only for the punishment of offenders but to 
enforce the paymont of just debts, undor such rogulntions 
a8 the Congress, in theit wisdom, shall think propor, 

As the dastardly and inhuman behaviour of the persons 
Hitherto thtrasted by the Brisish Minlatry 10 executo thoir 
designs’ igdinst America, convinces, us that they will take 
all advantages of the wenkness of any post, while they 
artfully avoid all such as tro in a situation to make a ree 
sistancé, we desite you will pay proper attention to the 
further fortifying and guarding the port of Pircatagua, 
‘mow'the frontier of the Colony; atid that, in general, you 
sparé fie pains to have every part of this Colony in a state 
of defence, At the sane tirhe, however, that we give you 
this instruction, we 1ecommend it to you thnt, if & plan of 
accommodation bé proposed, the completion of which will 
terminate in an honomable settlement of the present dis- 
putes, you give your assent thereto; and we the more 
readily advise this, bocause we are by no means of opinion 
that the presant moasures are countenanoed by the British 
nation in: ganoral, (evor remayked for their true valour and 
Jevpof fae, and who, whon they aro fully acquainted 
with ‘ Pute,, twill undoubtedly approve tho conduct of 
theit 5 Ns, 3Q ike that of, thair ancestors at the Revolu- 
tion,) but rather that thay iro the schomos of a set of men 
lost to every sentiment of, tive honour, and sunk into a 
state of dissipation and luxury, Which they are ondeavour- 
Jng {0 support by subjugate She. most loyal. subjects their 
Moagler could boast off oa as 

We are firmly persuaded. 1 ii rep we are taking 
Br hg, preservation of our freedom 9 ‘Hjahly justifiable 
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in the sight of God and man, we are determined to hazard 
our Jives and fortunes in Uys prosecution of them, con- 
vinced thnt our brothren in every part of the Colony are 
actuated by the samo motives, and will rendily pay their 
proportion of the publick expense; you will, therefore, be 
careful to see that tho proportion bo oquitably adjusted 
with respect to this town, which has already greatly suf 
fered by tho loss of its trada, ulmost its only support, and 
of the revival of which thore is at prosent no prospect. 

Woe particularly recommend, that you strictly guard 
against every meusure that may hava a tendenay to cause 
disunion ; and that, at all times, you keep sight of this re- 
commendation, as a disagreement among ourselves is what 
our enemies aro carnestly wishing for, and, consequently, 
what we should be more particularly careful to see them 
disappointed in. 

You will use your ondeavours that any Committoas of 
saloon may bo appointed by tig Colony Congress, 
may ho directed, in their recess, to sit in this town, which, 
in all probability, will be the scat of aotion, nud may want 
the readicst assistance; and that the said Committee bo 
kept undor short adjourumonts, 

We entertain the highest and most grateful sense of the 
merit and bravery of suoh of our brethren ag, at this, time, 
aro called forth lo “joopard thair lives in the bigh pines 
of the field,” and hopo this Colony will be bebindhand a 
none, to soo that they are plonerty rewarded, taking duo 
cara, at tha sane time, to koup up the very just and oe~ 
cessary lino of distination betweon the civil and military 
powers. \ 

You will, from timo to time, inform the Town Comnit« 
teo of Safety of such mattors of importance ag ara prox 
posod to be transacted in Congress, and take their advice 
and instruction thereon, or that of our constituents ip 
town meoting assombled, if the said Committee shall think 
propor. 

ok 
REMONSTRANCH ¥ROM ‘LIB YOWN OF PORTSMOUTH 
Yo the Tlonourable Congress of the Colony of Nuw- 

Hanesninz, now convened af Exeren sor the preacr- 

vation of the lives, libertics, and property, of said 

Colony. 

Tho Memorial and Remonatrance of the inhabitants of 
the town of ortsmouti, in town mecting assemblod, hum- 
bly shows: 'Chgt the great riso of goods has given much 
unersiness, not only to the inhabitagts of this town, already 
being much distressed by boing the frontier, and the tatal 
Joss of its trade, but also to those of the Colony fn gene+ 
ral. Although tho honourable Continontal Congrogs have 
jonaoimionded that the Commitices of the several towns 
should regulate this mattor, yot, innsmuch ng we have been 
informed that goods, although high, are higher at Notw- 
bury and Salem, and higher at Cambridge, wo aro of opie 
nion thnt it is too extonsive, as wall us too delicate, an ftir 
to he in tho power of any ‘Town Committe to rectify. 

We, thorefore, look up (0 tho superior wisdom of Con- 
gross, onteating that thoy will take up the matter on a 
general plan, and afford such rolief as the nature of the 
conse requires, 

And your Memorialists will over prof, &c. 

Joun Punnanuow, Lown Clerk, 

Portsmouth, Docombor 25, 1775, 


ery tow 


JAMES LYON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 7 cau 
Machias, Dooombar 2, 1775, 


Sin: You doubtless remember to have seen an applica- 
tidh fram the Gommittee*of Safety in this placo, for leava 
to go against Nova-Scotia, which might probably havo 
heen takan then with vory litte difficulty. But wo were 
informed that such an expedition could not be carried on 
atdhat time with proper sverecy, and that thore wag immi- 
nent danger from the King’s ships. The same difficulties 
inay, possibly, le in the way now, if any troops are ole 
lected and sent from any part near the [lend-Quartays, 
apprehend that sectecy is as necessary now ag evar it waa} 
and, if only one Bop person, at n suitable plage, ba 
ortered to conduct the whole affair, it will, probably ste: 
ceed, 

Thera have been many applications 
many persons and Places s but, were L' 
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able place, I should mentiog this, as it is near to Nova- 
Svotia, Tshould be more alSa loss for a proper person to 
conduct the enterprise. I know of fitter persons than my- 
solf, in many respects, but they are strangers to the Pio- 
vince and people, But I have dwelt there for years, and 
have 4 porsonal acquaintance with almost all the principal 
men, and know the country well. £ should rejoice, there- 
fore, in the appointment to this necessary business ; and, if 
your Excellency, together with those only who must ne- 
cessarily ba acquainted with the appointment, (for I choose 
none but they should know any thing of the matter,) in 
your great wisdom should see fit to appoint me, I will con- 
duct the expédition with the utmost secrecy, and (Deo 
adj.) will add to the dominions of the Continental Con- 
gress another Province, before our enemies are able to 
defend it. All I require is sufficient authority to collect as 
many troops as I seq, fit in this Eastern country, not ex- 
ceedingone thousawd men, and vessels to convey them to 
the place of action, and blank commissions for the neces- 
sary officers of a thousand more, to be filled up as I shall 
find expedient, in Nova-Scotia, where the men are to be 
raised, put into the Continental pay, and left there to de- 
fend the country when taken, And futher, that a sufi- 
cient quantity of provisions, ammunition, arms, &o., be 
sent here about the middle of March. 

* Your Excellency may inquire about me as much as you 
please, of Benjamin Foster, Esq., Captain Stephen Smith, 
Captain O' Brian, and Mr. Shannon, for theso gontlemon 
[ should choose to have as companions, but do not choose 
that they, or any other persons living, should know any 
tlittig of the design (if this petition is granted) until it is 
time t6 embark, except those persons only who havo au- 
thority to appoint. The above-mentioned gontlemen know 
nothitig of this application, 

The reduction of Nova-Scotia ig a matter of groat im- 
portance, and lies near my heart, on account of my many 
suffering friends in that Province, and on account of the 
many advantages that would arise from it to this Colony, 
and to this place in particular, But, should the Govern- 
ment appoint another person to conduct the expedition, I 
shall cordially acquiesce, and pray for his success, as | ever 
do that God may smile on all the American arms, till all 
our enemies are subdued before us. 

Your Excellency will not take amiss what my zeal for 
the honour and safety of my country constrained me to 
writo, 

1am, most respectfully, your Ixcellenoy’s very humble 
and obedient servant, Jiicas vow, 


Wis Excellency George HAs Esq., Commander- 
ny 


« inechief of the Army of the United Colonies, 


ADVIGES FROM AMERICA, 
(London Gazotto,) Scoretary of State's Office, Whitehall, 
Docambor 26, 1776. } 
By the last advices received from Quebecle, of the 26th 
of October, it appears that General Carleton, who was 
then at Montreal, and formed a considerable corps of Ca- 
nadians ond English, that he and Lieut, Colonel Maclean, 
Whe cofanianded, andther corps on Sorel river, were pre- 
paring to proceed, by ii eos routes, to the relief of St, 
John’s, which had been for some time invested by the Re- 
bels, without their being able to make an impression upon 
it; and that there was the greatest probability that the 
country would be goon cleared of those invaders, whose 
force was considerably diminished by sickness and deser- 
tibh ‘and in great want of necessary supplies, . 
Flies are no advices from Boston later than the 12th 
A 
by’ 


site , when Genoral Gagedeft it, invested, as before, 
ie bil army, which had, howevor, attempted no- 
thipg sings the affair of Bunker's Hill, . 
“The "Ehil"of Dimmore, Governour of Virginia, af- 
gins the Séereta of State, in a letter dated the 22d of 
tober’, on board thie ship William, off Norfolk, that on 
the 15th, his Lordship had landed with a party of between 
seventy and eighty men, in the TietgifSourhood. of the town 
of Norfolk, and destroyed seventeen piecns of ordnance, 
and brought off two moré, which had beeh ‘carried away 
from that town by the Rebels, and concealed in the coun 
wy; that on the 17th he had landed again, at about eight 
miles from the town, and marched between two and three 
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inilos int the country, where about two hundred Shiit- 
men were collected to oppose him, but who fled into the 
woods upon the appearance of the party, leaving behind 
them some small-aims and ammunition, which his Lord- 
ship carried off. That on the 19th he had again landed, 
and destroyed ten guns, and brought off six, at a distance 
of two miles from the coast; and on the 20th biought off 
six moe. And on the 2lst, the day before his Lordship’s 
letter is dated, he had landed again, and brought off ten 
guns and two cohorns, and about sixty small-arms, and a 
great quantity of ball of different sizes; and his Lordship 
imagines there are not aay military stoies remaining in the 
possession of the Rebels in that part of the Province. 

In these several landings, his Lordship made seven pri- 
soners, among whom is one Robinson, a Deputy to the 
Provincial Convention, andone Mathews, a captain of the 
Minute-Men, en 

CHESTER COUNTY, (PENNSYLVANIA,) COMMITTEE, 
In Committoo, December 26, 1775. 

Extract fiom the Votes of Assembly.—‘ All Battalions 
now formed, as well as those horeafter to be formed, are 
desiied to make the necessary returns of their officers, with 
their respective ranks, to the Committee of thelr County ; 
and the Committees aro desired to certify such returns, 
with their respective 1anks, to the Committee of their 
County; and the Committees aro desired to certify such 
returns, with the respective rank of each Battallon in their 
County, to the Committeo of Safety, that commissions ma; 
bo issued immediately for every officer, in conformity with 
thoso Rules.”—[ Article 24.] 

This Committee, taking the foregoing Regulation into 
donsideiation, 

Resolved, That the respective Colonels of tho Militia of 
this County bo, and they aro, hereby requested to make 
the necessary Returns of their Oflicers, with thair respea+ 
tive ranks, to Colonel Anthony Wayne, Chairman of this 
Committco; and he is hereby empowered and deslred to 
certify such Returns, with the respective Rank of croft 
Battalion in this County, to the Commities of Safety, by 
the 20th day of January next. And it is further recom- 
mended, that each Township, or sufficient number of As- 
sociatois to form a Company, (after tha Companies alrendy * 
formed are full,) that hath not aleady chosen their Ofi- 
cers, do immediately progeed to elect them, that Returns 
may be made as 5 Sn directed. And it is further ,gar- 
nestly recommended to the Associators of this County, ta, 
ae co under, and subscribe thejr names to, the Ruleg 
and Regulations for the better governthent of the Military 
Associators, as formed by the honourable [louse of As+ 
sembly of this Proyince, until there may be an opportunity 
of an amendment. And they are desired to pay a strict 
regard and attention to the 28d Article, which js in these 
words: ‘ No Commissioned, Non-commissioned Officer, or 
Private, shall withdraw himself from the Company to 
which ha belongs, without a dischargo from the Commandy 
ing Officer of the Battalion; noi shall such person, be .r¢- 
esived in any other Company without such discharge,” ,, 

Resolved, That Anthony Wayne, James Moore, Eran. 
cis Johnston, Esquires, Doctor Samuel Kennedy, Cale 
Davis, William Montgomery, Persifor Frazer, and Rich: 
ard Thomas, gentlemen, or any five, or more, of them, be 
appointed, and they are hereby appointed, to represent thiy 

‘ounty (if occasion be) in Provincial Convention for the 
ensuing year.—[Ixtract from the Minutes.) “- 

By order of the Committee : 

Franors Jonneran, Secretary. 


‘ tet ‘ 


BUOKS COUNTY, (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE, , 
In Committes, Buaks County, Decomber 28, 1775, ” 
This Conimittee, desirous as much as possible to preverit 
every species of imposition and extortion, which design’, 
ing person, prompted by a sordid attachment to self é 
rest, and the present scarcity of sundry articles of ‘govd 
may be tempted to commit, have directed the rou 
of the Ninth Article of the Continerital Asséj 
all shop-keepers, and other retailers of good : 
ed - be Paraeee aaa fre i ; 
éreof will necessarily incu 
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Ninth Article, “Such ag aro venders of goods or mer- 
chandise, will not tako advantago of tho scarcity of goods 
that may bo occasioned by this Assoviation, but will sell 
the same at the rates we have been respectively uccus- 
tomed to do for twalve months Jast past. And if any ven- 
dor of goods or meichanilise shall soll any such goods on 
higher terms, or shall, in any manner, or by any device 
whatsoevar, violate or dopart from this agreement, no per- 
son ought, nor will any of us doal with any such person, or 
his or hor factor or agent, at any time thereafter, for any 
eommodity whatsoever.” 

By ordey of the Committee 

Tenry Wrnxoor, Clori. 


COLONEL MAXWELL ‘TO LORD STIRLING. 
‘TYronton, Decombur 26, 1776. 

My Lorn: Thave begun to write, though 1 know of no 
opportunity to send it, as the communication this way is 
not passable for carriages at present. 

I have regeived (wo bundles, one of breeches and the 
other of boots, fiom Mr. Wadte, which 1 will forward as 
goon a3 passible, 3 

{ was in company with Mr. Letuis, ono of the Congiess, 
on his way home. [He snid your letter, concerning the 
Government troops, camo to hand the evening baforo ho 
aet off, and it was the subject of discomso of a number of 
the Delegates for a considesablo time, though jn a private 
capacity; and ho said it was acknowlodgad, by all presont, 
that this was not a propor place for them, 

Tho people of this place and Burlington, on proper 
application mado to them, ware complacent enough to order 
tho barracks repaired, and provide overy other necessary 
‘in their powers. LU find, whon 1 get them in ropair, they 
will be large enough to hold my regiment; and it will be 
very hundy to exercise thom. 

Fhopa you will send me one of your bost fiocks for a 
pattern, by tho fist of the stago carriages, and [ will send 
it back again. 

‘Lam, my Lord, your Lordship’s very humble servaut, 

Wintaast Maxwents 


GENERAL SCHUYLMR TO PRESIDNNG OF CONGRESS, 
[Road January 8, 1776.) 
Albany, Devombor 26, 1775, 

Sra: Ido mysolf the honour to enclose you the extinct 

of a Jettor which [ yosterday had tho ploasnre to receive 

from General Montgomery. It bus reliovod me from a most 
distressing anxiety, occasioned by a roport which prevailed 
here, that General Montgomery wus killed, Colonel Arnold 
taken prisoner, and ovr Army totally defeated. 1 find that 
this lig was contrived by some hora, inimtcul to us, aiid ao 
mdusuiio sly ciroulntad, that it will probably ronch Con- 
R { s before this letier, : 
f'dne of the recruiting officers is ag yet returned, and 

Ly teatay iY tay TTY, i, 
Teak that in four days move Weonderowa, Fort George, 
and this placo, will be left without any troops; and at all 
these places there are so many stores, that it gives mo 
great uneasiness that thoy should be loft without proper 

Ryaxds to protact them, ; 

: yas J have ho troops it will not be in my power to send 
‘a ‘fattiscn to the fort in the Highlands, A’ post of so much 
importanes ought riot to be left without a strong one. I 
have seht Captain Billings, of Colonel Clinton's Regiment, 
to raise a company ; he thinks he can speedily effect it. I 
propose to send him to the Highlands, unless Congress 
should direct otherwise. 

s VT he officers, prisonors, are making daily applications to 


tig. fok money to subsist themselves with, and 1 find mysolf 


unde agnegessity of supplying thei, which I do ag spa 

ripgly.agpogsible, They make no doubt but that Genoral 

Hows ill opday their subsistenco to be paid whenever ho 

is lily ta wt 

. 1 qr informed Mt, General Carleton has sent home all 

the pilots fram Que cle, probably with an intention to have 
their.sarvices early in the Spring, | - a 

« ..ongress will pargoive that, General, Montgoniry is in 

Rontiment with me op the neacssity, of sanding a telnface- 

sgipgntinto,Cenada. If any preparations are to be made 


lof it,,00, time is to ba lost, as the boards, &c., &c,, must 


. 
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. 
bo carried to tha spot where ghe boats aro to bo construct 
od, before the Winter break#up, ag it will bo utterly impos- 
sible after that to procure them. 

Tho exponse of expicssos from hore to Cambridge sises 
so high that I beliovo it would snve money to appoint 
a post to go from hence to Spring feld, wharo the post from 
New-Yorle might take tho Jotters to Cambridge, and on his 
return leave thoso for this place. 

Enclose a list of the military atores intended for Gonoral 
Washington; thoy avo now at Lort-George, and ns we havo 
a fine fall of snow, and tho weathor oxtremoly cold, I hope 
to see them here on their way to Crondi idge in n fow days. 

Mr. Macpherson, my Aid-do-camp, hos behaved durin, 
tho whole campaign with so much propriety that Genera 
Montgomery hag entreated mo to recommond him to Con- 
grass, and beg that ho may be rewarded with a Majority, 
J most sincoiely join in the request, ayd I belieyo Congress 
never will have occasion to repent, should they burso good 
as to confer tho favour, 

As I havo not beon honomad with a tine from Congress 
acknowledging tho receipt of any of my sovoral lattera of 
tho 11th, 18th, 20th, 22d, and 27th ultimo, and Sth instant, 
I begin to bo appichensive that they have miscarried. Bo 
so good as lo Jet mo know by the New-York post if they 
wre come to hand ov not. 

Tam, sir, with respect and asteom, your most obediont, 


vary humble servant, Pinay Sunpytam 
To the Honourable John Llancoch, Bag. &a. 


fomrennny 


GENERAL MONYQUMERY 20 GENERAL SONUXEER, 
(Rond Tanuny 1%, 1778) 
Noad.Quartois bofoie Quohoak, Dacombor 26, 1776, 


My puar Genenat: Whon last Fo had tho honour to 
writo, T hoped, before now, to havo had it in my power to 
give you soma good naws, [ thon had reaeon to belioye 
the troops woll inclined for a coup-da-main, I have singe 
discovered, to my great mortification, that three companies 
of Colonal Arnold's detachment aro yery avorse from tho 
mensoro, Thoro is strong reason to balivve thir «lifter 
enco of sentiments from tho rest of tho troops arises from 
the influence of their officors, Captain... .*, who has 
incurred Colonel Arnold's displeasuro by some misconduct, 
and thereby given room for harsh language, is at tho bot. 
tam of it, and has mado somo declarations which [ think 
must draw upon him the censure 6 his country, if brought 
to trinl Captains... *,and Captain... #, scom to 
espouse his quarrel, A. field-oflticor is concerned in it, who 
wishes, I suppose, to havo the soparata command of those 
companios, na the above-mentionod Captains have mado 
application fox that purposa, This dangerous party,hroat- 
ong the rnin of eur afta Taball, ng apy rap, by 

te 


attack, being lou wank Lo | 


9 ad 
to change my p Cc Kk pal 
execution Thad formorly determined on, Tath mugh aad 
my friond . . . . * is deaply coucamed. in this business, 
I will havo an celaivcissoment with him on the subject. I 
will, horeaftor, acquaint you more particularly with this 
matter, Ih tho moan time, L wish you would not montion 
names; for T know not whether the situation of alhirs will 
admit of doing the publick the justice I could wish, 

Strain overy norve to send a large corps of troops down 
tho instant the Lake is passable. It is of the utmost im- 
portance we should ba possessed of Quedbeck before ayo- 
cours can arrive ; and I must hero again giva it to you as 
my opinion, and that of soveral sensiblo men ne maintod 
with this Province, that we aro not to expect a union with 
Canada, till wo have tf forea in tho country sufliciont to 
ansura it aaelns any attempts that may ho mado for ig xo« 
covery. TI belibve I havo mentioned this in my lost, but I 
cannot help repeating it again, 

« Ono ga occurs to me; Tow are those troops tp be 
pa bere? Tho Continental money will not be rote ch 
by tha inbabitants, I had distributed part of it'ta. the 
hoops, at Montreal i fow would recoive it, The copay 
quence Alten tho soldiprs offered it for logs than itp, valve, 
and so | eee pe iieeistats One scheme hag rect 
ome, which T shall communicate by thi t! ) 
Price, ond our other friends at Montren , “Cah en Hf 
down. to the army such grtigles as sii gho Ri 
: »[* Namos orasod in tho origioal,) ere ae 
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out their money upon, emplo ing sutlers for that purposo, 
who will teceive our paper, Me troops may then be paid 
in Continental currency, which will not be depreciated, 
the soldier will aot grumble, as he may bo 1egulaly paid, 
and, by degress, the inhabitants may acquire confidence in 
it, seeing our morchants tako it freely. What hard cash 
can bo mustered, might pay the contingencies of the army, 
such as tiansportation of baggage, &c., and purchase pro- 
visions, 

Tam amazod no money is yet arrived, ‘Tho troops aro 
uneasy, and shall, by-and-by, bo at my wit’s end to furnish 
the army with provisions. [am the more surprised, as I 
am credibly informed cash arrived from Philadelphia, at 
Ticonderoga, three weeks since, I have almost exhausted 
Price, having bad upwards of five thousand pounds, York, 
from him. I must take this opportunity of acknowledging 
his service. Ile has been a faithful friend to the causa in- 
deed. [is advice smd assistance, upon avery oceasion, I 
have béen much Mencfited by; and when I consider that 
he hus been the first mover of those measures, which have 
been attended with so many and great advantages to the 
United Colonies, L cannot help wishing the Congress to give 
him an ample testimony of their sense of his generous and 
spirited exertions in the cause of ficedom. 

Taving so caily reported to you my determination to re~ 
turn home, 1 take it for granted moasures are taken to sap- 
ply my place. Should nat any body arrive shortly for that 
purpose, | must conclude Congress mean to leave the ma- 
nagement of afthirs in General /Yooster’s hands ; aud, thore~ 
fore, if this business should torminate in a blockade, T shall 
think myself at liberty to roturn, However, if possiblo, T 
shall first make an effort for the raduction of the town. 

1 will shortly comply with several articles of directions 

which I have received fim you, and which I deferred in 
“hopes of complying with¥them, before now, in ponceablo 
possession of Quebcck. Tho strange, divided state of the 
troops, all this cainpaign, has prevented my sending re- 
turns, having never been able to get ono with any tolo- 
rable exactuess. The thiee discontented companies ae 
within a few days of being free from their engagements. 
I miuast try every moans to provent their doparture ; and in 
this inattor Tam much embarrassed. Their oflicers havo 
offered to stay, provided thoy may join some other corps. 
This ig resentment against ay xold, and will hurt him so 
much that (do not think Tenn consent to it. 

Lam,'my dear sir, with great He oe apd esloom, your 
most obedient and affoetionate humble servant, 

Rrowann Monraoseny, 
To Genoral Schuyler. 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO RICHARD HENRY LER. 
Cambridge, Docombor 26, 1775, 


Dear Sm; Your favour of tho Gth instant did not reach 
this place till Saturday afternoon. The money which ac 
campanicd it camo seasonably, but not, as it was so long 
delayed, quantun suficti, our domands at this time being 
peculiarly groat for pay and advance to the troops; pay 
Jor their arms and blanketing, independent of tho demands 
of the Commissary and Quartermaster-Genoral, 

Lord Dunmore’# letters to General Howe, which very 
fortunately fell"Into my hands, and were enclosed by me 
to Congress, will let you pretty fully into his diabolical 
schemes. If, my dear sir, that man is not crushed befoe 
Spring, he will become the most formidable enemy Ame- 
rica has. His stiongth will increase ns a snow-ball, by 
rolling, and faster, if some expedient cannot be hit upon 
to convince the slaves and servants of the impotency,of 
“hi§ designs, You will sce by his letters what pains he is 
taklog to invite « reinforcement, at all evonts, there, and to 
trafisplane the war to the Southorn Colonies. 1 do not 
think that forcing his Lordship gn ship-board is sufficient. 
Nothing lesa than depriving him of life or liberty will $c- 
cure peace to Mérginia, as motives of resontment actuate 
his conduct to a degree equal to the total destruction of 
the Colony. I fear the destination of the nayal armament 
at Philadelphia, is too well known*to answer the design. 
[ have heard it spoken of in common conversation, at this 
place, near a fortnight ago; and the other day was told that 
two men-of-war, going into the harbour of New-Yorle, (sup- 
posed to be those intended for the relief of the dsia,) wero 


Fourru Senies.—Vor, ty. 
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ordorad, and accordingly sailed immediately out, as it is 
imagined, for Virginia, 

My Jotters to Congiess will give you the occurences of 
this place. Lnecd not repeat them; but I must beg of 
you, my good sir, to use your influence in having a Comt 
of Admiralty, or somo power appointed to hear and doter- 
mino all matters relative to captures. You cannot eon- 
ecivo how I am plagued on this hoad, and how impossiblo 
it is for me to hear and determine upon matters of this sort, 
when the frets, perhaps, aro only to be ascertained at ports, 
forty, fity, or more, miles distant, without bringing the par- 
ties here at great trouble and expense, At any rate, my 
time will not allow me to be a competent judge of this 
business. 

I must also beg the favour of you to urge the necessity 
of appointing a Brigadior-Goneral to the vacant brigade in 
this army. ‘The inconvenience we daily experionce, for 
want of one, ig very great; much more than the want of a 
Colonel to a regimont, for then the next officer in com- 
mand does the duty. Ina brigade, this may not with pro- 
priety happen, and seldom or ever is done with any kind 
of regularity. Perfectly indifferent is it to me whom tha 
Congress shall please to appoint to these offices, J only 
want it done, that business may go regularly on. 

My best respects to the good family you ac in, and to 
your brothois of the delegation; and be assured that 1 am, 
doar sir, your most obedient and affectionate servant, 


Gronan Wasninaron, 
To Richard Benry Leo. 


ROBERT M1, MARKISON TO GENERAL THOMAS. 
Cambridge, Decombor 26, 1775, 
Str: [have it in command froin his Excellency to re- 
quost you to inform hin whether the two persons you 
spoke of and recommended some time ago, have got into 
any of the rogimonts. Ono of them you snid had inlisted 
acompany. Liis Iexcellency wishes to know, ay there are 
some vacancies hero, 
Tan, &c., 


To Brigadicr-General Thomas, 


Roverv H, Tanhison, 


[ounenan WastlINGron] TO JONATHAN GLOVER, BIQ. 
Cambridgo, Daaombor 20, 1778, 
Acknowledged receipt of his of 26th, relative to the 
sloop Sally, rotakon by Captain dams, and sent into 
Marblehead. Desired him to got information to whom 
the vessol and cargo belonged. If in danger, to land tho 
cargo, avoid embezzloment, &o, 


eet + 


[oexenar WASILINGTON] TO WILLIAM WATSON, ESQ. 
Cambridge, Dosembor 26, 1775, 


Acknowledged receipt of his of 28d instant, and inform- 
ed him that application had been mada to Genoral Towe 
for oxchange of prisoners, to which Mr, LZowe was silont, 


[@annraL WASHINGTON] TO CAPTAIN WILLIAM HARTLETE. 
Cambridgo, Docombor 28, 1776, 
Ordered him to advertise in the Cumbridge and Water- 
town papers at least eight days before that of the sale of 
any goods taken by the Continental armed vessels, 


— 


MAJOR-GENERAL HOWE TO THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH. 
Boston, Docombdr 26, 1776. 
My Lorn: [am this day informed, by the master of a 
vessel arrived here a few days past, fiom Cape»Nicholas, 
in the Island of Hispaniola, that the Rebels get supplics 
of arms and gunpowder from thence in larga quantities ; 
ono person, by this informant’s account, baving sold one 
thousand stand of arms, and one ton of gunpowder, to the 
master of a privateer, fitted out for that intent from Provt- 
dence, in the Government of Rhode-Island. And ii was 
generally said at Cape-Nicholas, that tho same privatétr 
had sailed with three other vessels under her convdy; inv. 
ing on board two tons of gunpowder, aid (8p thousand: 
stand of arms, for the use of the Rebels. =. ° 
I has lately been discovered that | péfsdtis in the coun- 
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try, suspocted of disaffection to Government, having offects 
and merchandise in this town, haye used and are practising 
various autifices, by a soparation and conveyance of thoir 
property to those of the town who pass for being well dis- 
posed subjects, to secure the same. As thoy must be in- 
debied to merchants in Britain for the greater part of 
such goods, and cortainly mean to defraud them in pay- 
ment, I shall do every thing in my power to slop theso 
proccadings, anti! I receive your Lordship’s particular jn- 
structions on this head. 

With most perfect respect, I have the honour to ho, 


Ne, W. Town. 
To tho Earl of Dartmouth, 
0 TIE PROPEL OF NOWTH-AMERICA. 
Philadolphia, Yecombor 27, 1775. 

Thoso who have the goncral welfare of the Untied En- 
glish Colonics, in North-.Amorica, sincerely at heart, who 
wish to see penco restored and her liberties established on 
a solid foundation, may, at present, be divided into two 
classes, viz: Those who lool forward to an independency 
ag the only state in which they can perceive any security 
for our liberti.s and privileges, as every measure of the 
British Goverument indicates a vigorous prosecution of 
thelr unlimited clims—and thoso who, overlooking the 
possibility of Lord Nortl’s motion being a political ma- 
noouvre, to lull us to rest until ho had suficient time to 
propare for an effectual execution of the mensures re+ 
commondod in tho address of both Llouses of Parlinment, 
belioyo that it was sincerely intended as n foundation on 
which a tno constitution! union ‘could be ro-establishod, 
and our liberties remnin unimpaired, and, therefore, think 
it not impossible that Britain and America may yet be 
united, ‘Though [am far from believing that every men, 
in both classus, is a sincere well-wisher to American liber- 
ty, yet 1 firmly porstiade myself, she bas many zcalous 
friends in each, and shall give equal credit to their since- 
rity. My present design will, I trust, interfero with nei~ 
thor, as I mean only to point out a matter which to mo 
appaars, if not absolutely necessary, at least highly axpe- 
dient ; in cithor caso, to throw out some hints which L think 
important, but which lave not been held out to publick 
consideration, 

If the present stiuggle should end in the total indepen- 
dence of America, whieh is not impossible, avery one will 
acknowledge the necessity of fiaming a goneral plan of 
connvction betweon ihe Provinces, or what may be culled 
the Constitution of tho United Mnglish Colonies. Wo 
know of no other way to provont the many fouds und ani- 
mositles which may naturally bo expected to ariso in a 
country,ciréumstanced like America. If, on the other hand, 
it should terminate in a reunton with Great Britain, whore 
yet appears so gront a necessity of such a constitution, that 
svory good man must dosivo its for, draw what line you 
please, for the present, as long as it shull remain possible 
for tho throne of Great Britain to be filled with an anbi- 
tious monarch, and an Administration to be found which 
will pay no regard to the faith of compacts, and, by having 
the treasury in its hands, as at this day, ean command tho 
foree of the nation, there will bo no absolute safety for 
Amevicd, but in a union of the Colonies, 

* ‘We have reason to thank the Divine Ruler of the Uni- 
verse, that such a union, as has heretofore answered the 
exigencies of the times, has taken place on every omer- 
gency ; and wo may, without superstition, believe that the 
Divine counsel to the United Colonies is, Now is your 
time to form one general plan of an American Union and 
Constitution, which shull only dissolve with the last breath 
of yout éxpiring liberty ; which, under my protection, will 
ter ga evorlasting bavrioy agatust tyrannical encroach- 
orils, 


_ And if Wo will, with hearts sinceraly attached to tho 
welfare of mankind,'in proferonco to ovary thing vse, stu- 
diously endeayour to ascertain that plan’ which will most 
effectually securo the enjoyment of tho blessings af hen~ 
ven to all alike, I doubt not but wisddm from above will 
enlighten our minds, and enable us to secure ourselves 
against those latent defects in the constitation of empires, to 
which they have generally owed their destruction ; so that 
“U6 American empire of liberty may, Tike the temperate 
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sons of religion and virtue, reniain unattacked hy the dise 
orders, which bring on a tor carly dissolution, and after 
having enjoyed the blessing of porfect health to the last, 
like them, dio of old ago, L bave often indulged mysoll 
with the pleasure of beliaving, that the part of that admir- 
uble statesman’s, and divine potitician’s, the Bishop of St. 
dfsinh’s Sermon, delivered before the Lucorporated Sosioty 
for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, on 
the 19th of February, 1773, which refers to Amerira, wag 
prophotick of what would horoafter happon. And should 
wo lay aside all selfish, interested views, mutual jentousics, 
and distrast, and pursue the plan of divine aud Christian 
politicks there inculeatod, 1 make no doubt of our being 
able to correct those errors and dofvets which are to be 
found in the most perfect constitution of government which 
ever the world has yet been blessed with, Conscious af my 
own jnabilitios, and earnestly solicitous to suo matters, 
which to me appear of the utmost importance, | long with 
staad the canest solicitations of my dwu mind, hind dex 
clined offering any thing to the publick ; bat soeing vo 
prospect of what Fso ardontly wished for, 1 at lust resolved 
to throw out a few hints in tho best mannor I could; and 
ts my only view is to set you a thinking on some points 
which have not been generally attended to, and if possiblo, 
to excite men of abilities and virtwo to devote somo part of 
their time ton consideration of what may be tho most cer 
tain and effectual means of sveuring to all yanks in society, 
and to the latest posterity, those blessings and privilogos 
which America in her days of pedeo and prosperity on« 
joycd, L should be well plonsed to find, that the printers of 
publick papers throughout tho Colonies might hold them 
up to the publick view of the people.  Solumon anys, 
“ Where no couneil is, tho people full but in the multi- 
tude of counsellors there in safely. Sanus Porun. 





Philadalphia, Docombor 27, 1776. 

I observed on one of the drums belonging to the Marings 
now raising, there was painted a adélesnarce, with this mo» 
dest motto under it, «Don't tread on me.” As I know it 
is the custom to have some device on the arias of every 
country, 1 supposed this may have been intonded for tha 
arms of merica; and as T have nothing to do with pub« 
lick affairs, and as my time is perfectly my own, in order 
to divert au idlo hour, Isat down to guess what could have 
been intended py this uncommon device. I took caro, 
however, to consult an this occasion a person who is ace 
qoainted with horaldiy, from whou t learned, that it is 4 
rule among the learned in that science, that the worthy 
propertios of the animal, in tho clest-bom, shall be consi- 
dored,? and, “that tho base ones cannot have boon intond= 
ed 3? ho likewise informod mo that tha angionts congidured 
the serpent ns an emblom of wisdom, and, in a orton ati- 
tude, of ondloss duration—-both whioh circumstandas, [aup« 
pose, may have been had in view, Having gainod this 
intellizence, and recallacting' that counttigs aro ‘somotimos 
represented by animals peculiar to thom, it ocourred to ma 
that tho Radtlesnale is found in no othor quarter of tho 
world besides Amertea, and may, therefore, have been 
chosen on that account to represent her, 

But then “ tho worthy propertios” &f a snake 1 judged 
would be hard to point out. ‘This rather raisod than sup- 
pressed my curiosity, and baying Sroquontly seon tho Itat. 
Uesnake, 1 van over in my mind every property by which 
she was distinguished, not only from other animalsy but 
from those of tho same genus or class of animals, endea- 
vouing to fix some meaning to each; not wholly incon~ 
siotent with common genke, . 

L recollected tbat her eye oxcolled in brightnoss that of 
any other animal, and thes sho has no oye-lide, She may, 
theretoro, be esteemed au omblem of vigilance, Sho 
ngver begins au uttack, npr, when once ongaged, ever aur- 
readers. She is, therefere, an emblem of magnauimity and 
truo courage. As if anxious to prevent all pretensions of 
pean with her, the weapons with which nature bas 
umnishod her, she conceals in the roof of hot mouth, so 
that, to those who ar unncquainted with her, sho.appedts 
to be a most defencoless animal; and avon when thoso 
weapons are shown and extended for her defence, thoy 
appear weak and contemptible ; but their wounds, however 
small, are decisive aud fatal: conscious of this, shasevéer 
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‘wounds till she has aeicreaaly given notice, even to her 
enemy, and cautioned himYagainst the danger of treading 
on her, Was I wrong, sir, in thinking this a strong pictuie 
of the temper and conduct of America? The poison of 
her teeth is the necessary means of digesting her food, 
and at the same time is certain destruction to her enemies. 
This may be understood to intimate that those things which 
are destructive to our enemies, may be to us not only harm- 
less, but absolutely necessary to our existence. I confess 
I was wholly at a loss what to make of the rattles, till I 
went back and counted them, and found them just thirteen, 
exactly the number of the Colonies united in America ; 
and T recollected, too, that this was the only part of the 
snake which increased in numbers. Perhaps it might be 
only fancy, but, I conceited the painter had shown a half- 
formed additional rattle, which, I suppose, may have been 
intended to represent the Province of Canada. Tis ou- 
rious gud amazing to observe how distinct and independent 
of cach other the rattles of this animal are, and yet how 
firmly they are united together, so as never to be separated 
but by breaking them to pieces. One of those rattles 
singly, is incapable of producing sound, but the ringing of 
thirteen together is sufficient to alarm the boldest man 
living, The Rattlesnake is solitary, and associates with 
her kind only when it is necessary for their preservation, 
Tn Winter, the warmth of a number together will preserve 
their lives, while, singly, they would probably nai Tho 
power of fascination attributed to her, by a generous con- 
struction may be undeistood to mean, that those who con- 
«sider the liberty and blessings which America aflords, and 
‘onde came over to her, never afierwards leave her, but 
spénd their lives with her. She strongly resembles Ame- 
ried in this, that she isbeautifal in youth, and hor beauty 
increageth with her age; har tongue also is blue, and forked 
as fie Habtning, and her abode is among impenetrable 
rocks, 

Having pleased myself with reflections of this kind, 1 
communicated my sentiments to a neighbour of mine, who 
has a surprising readiness at guessing at every thing which 
relates to publick aftnirs ; and, indeed, f should be jealous of 
his reputation in that way, was it not that the event con- 
stantly shows that ho has guessed wrong. Ho instantly 
deglared it as his sentiments, that the Congress meant to 
allude to Lord North's declaration in the [louse of Com- 
mons, that he never would relax his measures until ho had 
brought America to his feet, and to intknate to his Lord- 
ship, that were she brought to his feet, it would bo dan- 
gerous treadingson her, But, Lam positive he has guessed 
Wrong, for I am sure the Congress would not condeseend, 
at this time of day, to take the least notice of his Lord- 
ship in that or any other way. In which opinion J am 
determined to remain, your humble servant, 


TRYON COUNTY COMMITTED LO NEW-YORK cONaREsS, 
County Committoo Chambor, Docombor 27, 1775. 
Gunrremun: In answer of sevoral letters of you re- 
ceived to day, concerning our Delegates wanting at your 
House, we would immediately, without delay, acquaint 
ou, that in our meeting held on the 25th of November 
lost, My. Wiliam Wills, of Harpersfield, was voted as a 
Delegate of our County, to represent us, in company with 
Mr. John Moore, at your House; and we despatched him 
immediately with his credentials therefor, and we doubted 
not of his appearance in New-York on that purpose some 
time ago. We have been informed that he went on his 
‘journey, and must suppose that ho might be arrived by 
his time. But in case of the delay of such elected sacond 
AvDelogate, we do hereby empower the said John Moore, if 
viapreesble to you, to be ouw sole reprosentative for our 
‘County: tthe Provincial Congress, until we have certain 
~notice' of, the cirounstances of the aforomentioned, late 
chosen Mt, Pills, 
_ Also, if Mr. Join Moore should be on his return home in 
sthe time when said Mr, Wills would arrive in New-York 
at your House, we'fully approve that he, then, might act in 
the same manner, as the only dhe representative for our 
County, until we shall receive farther notice thereof, and 
vin oase of such farther want of the ona or the other, we 
-will immediately cause a new voting again to-supply such 
want, We may assure you that we are very sorry to,be 


the cause of any delay or disappointnient in your House ; 
but we hope to be excused for the true circumstances afore- 
nyentioned, and besides your letters came very late to our 
hands, 
Wo remain, with all esteem, gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient, humble servants. By ordey of the Committee: 
Isaac Paris, Chairman. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN AT’ WESTMORE- 
LAND, TO HIS FRIEND IN HARTFORD, DATED DECEMBER 
Q1, LTT. 


Tt will not be in my power to be in your parts this Win- 
ter, as we have lately had a visitation by a body of Tories, 
under the command of one Pluuket, they pretended by 
orders from Penn; be that as it will, tho bottom of it is 
toryism. As we were threatened with death and destruc- 
tion, we had no other way but to Gght. They hnd six or 
seven hundred men, two cannons, &c, I marched with 
about four hundred of iny regiment, which I thought enough 
for seven hundred of such wretches. As soon as they 
came in sight, they fired without saying a word, and rushed 
to surround us. Our people met them with as much roso- 
lution, and a very heavy fire ensued. We soon drove 
them, killed a number, and drove ono wing af the body 
into the mountain; the main body retreated. This was on 
the Qlst of December, 

On the 284d, at night, they attempted to cross the rivey, 
to destroy aur settlements, where the men wore chiefly 
drawn off; I sent a party to reecive them, and just as their 
boat came to shore, with about one hundred mon, our peo- 
ple poured in the shot upon them, at about three rods dis- 
tanco, and obliged them to retreat and make off as well ag 
thoy could. By tho best accounts wo can get they had 
fifty ov sixty killed and wounded. Wo had to killed and 
three wounded, one of which is since doad. Our enemies 
are all gouo off, I believe for the Wintor. . 


MATTMEW THORNTON TO GENERAL WASIINGTON. 
Exotor, Docombor 27, 1775. 
May vr rimasn your Exonnuency: Your favour of 
the 28d instant, respecting the great want of blankets for 
the Army, I received this day, and communicated the sania 
to the Congress now sitting, who immacliately wont into 
the consideration, and resolved to take the most speedy 
and effectual method in order to purchase‘pll,, ghat gan ha 
spared within this Colony, ‘T'hough wo are featful whether 
any considerable number can be obtained }- yet we do not 
despair of procuring some, which twill be forwarded to your 
Excellency with all possible despatch, F 
Lam, with great respect, your Excellency’s most bum- 


blo servant, Marrazw Trornron, Pres’t. 
To His Excollency General Washington, * 


TO THE INIABITANTS OF TNE UNITED COLONIES. 
Noith.Carolinn, Docembor 28, 1775. 
The dispute between Great Britain and,America, has 
been so often explained by able writers, that it is needless 
to say any thing concerning it, than this: If the British 
Parliament have a right to tax America in the manner and 
for the purposes they pretend, and to make Jaws to bind 
us in all cases, then it is unlawful for the Americans to 
oppose them, If, on the contrary, whic: lias heen proved, 
they have not that right, the Americans, in duty td them- 
selves and their posterity, ought to oppose them, ‘This 
they have done, and aro still doing, notwithstanding tho 
base and cruel measures fallen upon by those in power, in 
Britain and America, to prevent their procuring the means 
of flefence; in which,:however, they have hitherto been 
unsuccessful, as the Americans have, though ata gréat 
expense, been supplied with ammunition sufficient to en- 
able them to maintain a defensive war for many Mopihs, 
during which time they have used every method thi d 
be devised, to prevail with the governing powers: 
to repeal their unjust and cruel acts, and, togegiys that 
peace and harmony which formerly subsisteg.bauegen Bri- 
tain and America. Petitions, addressag,, A20-.ga¥e,. been 
gent to them, and that repeatedly, hopes -that at, Jnst 
* 
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they would meet with the desired and deserved success. 
But alas! Britons thirst for American blood! Regiments 
after regiments havo been sont over to shed it; more wo 
are threatened with, and all the horrors of an unjust, cruel, 
and unnatural war, are denounced against their [ellow-sub- 
jects in America, whom they brand with tho odious and 
undeserved epithet of rebels, only because they retain too 
much of their honoured British ancestors’ spirit to submit 
to ba slaves, 

‘To defray tho oxpenses of this just, necessary, and ho- 
nourable defensive war, which the Americans have been 
compelled to engage in, they have been obliged to emit 
large sums in paper bills of credit. Che preparations that 
Britain is making to prosecute their enslaying schemes the 
ensuing year, aud (as they term it) to conquer climes ica, 
makes it necossary, not ouly to keap up the forces that 
have been employed this yeny, but to add largely lo their 

‘number for tho seivice of tho next, which will male 
another emission, and that a large one, absolutely neces- 
sary. Now, wo know that the vatue of a paper currency 
depends upon the funds established to sink the bills in cir- 
culation, which, in the present case, is designod to he ef- 
fected by a capitation or poll tax, to be paid annually by 
the people of cach Province, for a uumber of years to 
come. But how the people are to become able to pay 
this (ax is the next thing to be considered, and it cannot 
he considered too soon ; for, should: any real or imaginary 
insuflicienay in tho fund present itself to tha publick, or be 
prosentad to it by tho cnemios of America, the crodit of 
our paper currency sinks instantly, Our armies can then 
no longor be kept ap, nor our liberties defended; we 
mast thon disband the one and resign the other, and be- 
come tha abject slaves of those wretches whose morcias 
are cruel, ‘The grand inquiry is, haw theso difficulties 
may be surmounted? And hero [must hog leave to say 
that Y was much surprised nt tho jnsituctions given by the 
Pennsylvania Assembly to their Delegates appointed to 
represont (hat Province in the Continental Congress, which 
rans thos: “‘Lhough tho oppressive mensures of the Bri- 
tish Parliament and Administration have compelled us to 
resist their violonce by foree of arms, yot we strictly onjoin 
you, that you, in behalf of this Colony, dissent from, and 
uitorly rejuct, any propositions, should such be made, that 
may caso or lead toa separation from our mother country, 
or 2 change of the form of this Government.” They add: 
You ave directed to make report of your proceedings to 
this House,” , ‘Mbat constituents have a right to givo in- 
structions to tbeir representatives, and that they ought to 
exercise that right, will not bo denied by any man who is 
acquainted with tho British Conatitution ; but L think thaso 
instructions smell, strong of Toryism, and Lam sure thoy 
dq not retain sp mach us the shadow of friendship to tho 
cause of Amefican liberty, Tho literal moaning of them 
seams lo bo this; If ather petitions, addresses, 8¢., which 
wo would still have presented, (even while British sol- 
diess and fleots are murdaring our people and burning our 
towns,) ave, us tha former ones live been, rejected and 
Jnughed at, wo will, rather than not be esteemed British 
subjects, submit to the most abject slavery that our lordly 
masters will deizn to let us live under. 

Let us now take a view of the present state of North- 
America, Her ports blacked up, her towns burnt, her 
consts watched by ships of war, her vivers and crooks in- 
fested with their lenders, commissioned to exercise the 
honourable employment of stealing sheep, hogs, cattle, 
and whatever else their vile commanders direct them, or 
they can. force from the unguarded inhabitants. Add to 
this, the inhabitants of somo towns of the first note in our 
country are drove from their habitations to make room for 
‘a’ vile, mercenary army, consisting of slaves for soldiers, 
irid’abandaned Ministerial tools for officers, whose deads 

‘ ptoglahi them ineapuble of further degeneracy, Suet it 
not ‘pads unnvottoed, that the savage Indians, the Negro 
staves, and the tefuse of English jnils, the convict ser 
vants, have all been applied to, to assist them in carrying 
fire and sword to’the penceful abodes of the honest, indus- 
trious inhabitants of these once happy Colonies, thereby to 
compel then to submit to slavery aitd oppression. ‘Next, 
let us consider the vile intentions of the fabricators of the 
Reastraiting Act, calculated (by preventing the sale of our 

‘rime to any but Bridish purchasers) to prevent our 
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procuring tho means of dofonco ; and, lest this precaution 
should prove ineflectual, they/have applied to sevaral Les 
ropear. Powers to prevent their subjects furnishing us with 
arms and ammunition, lest, i! we are, we should put (hem 
to tho noble use of defending ourselves. Mean and cow- 
ardly as it is, yet this they have done; they know our 
courage and fear the offects of our just indignation, when 
armed for the conflict, 

From this viow of our present atato, which is not exag 
gorated, how wank, not to aly wicked, must those men be 
who could yote for our suflering one moment longor, such 
cruel treatment and such vilo indignity, even worse than 
might be expected from an enraged foreign enemy in time 
of open war! What has Britain to complain of, that she 
ovght not to have expected from us if she bad only con~ 
sidered usagsinen, Dut, condamning us as the descend~ 
ants of those brave inen, who, scorning to be the slaves of 
a tyrannical Prince and an abandoned Administration, Tn 
moved from Britain (that sink of corruption) to this land 
of freedom, where, tll of late, tyranny and corruption 
have not dared to show their detested hends, how infitay 
ated must these mon be, who think such men will wear 
the shackles of Ministerial slavery or lay down. their libs 
orties but with thoir lives. Thanls be to Heaven, though 
our ense is bad, (so bad that Britain cannot make it 
worse,) thore is yot a way open for us, not only to ascape 
tho threntenad ruin but to become a happy, wealthy, pows 
erful, and reapeotnble people. If it bo asked how this 
great work is to be offestod ? I angwar, 

Kirst. By deolaring an immediate Indepondoney, 

Seeandly. By holding forth, to all the Powers of Europe, 
A general neutrality, 

Thirdly, By immediately opening all our ports, and de- 
claring them freo to evary Minopean Power, oxcept Great 
Britain, and inviting foreigners to purchase our commodi-” 
ties, nnd to furnish ns with arms, ammunition, and such 
manufactures as wo cannot, ag yot, furnish ourselves with 5 
which wo cannot do with auy prospect of succase, so long 
ag we retain even but the slindow of dopendance on, or 
subjection to, Great Britain, Wo need not doubt, that 
Britain would endeavour to prevent our having a trdo 
after our doclaring independency, ns well as now; but the 
case will, if 1 am not groatly mistakon, bo widely different: 
Now, she says, we aro her subjects, and wo have not, as 
yst, informed the world that wo disown subjection, Sha 
says, other nations have no right to trade with us, and it is 
at their risk if they do, and thoy dnow it; bat when wo 
doclara ourselves independent, and offer trade, F apprehend 
tho other Powers will look on us, and esteem us as such; 
ag they certainly have nothing to do with tho dispute be. 
twoon Britain and us, and consequently will not tamely 
submit to Britain's making eaptares of thelr voasela, Carx 
tain Lam, it is the intorest of America that sho havea 
froo trode to all the Buropean martats, or that they linda 
with us, which, for some time, will answor our purposo~he 
woll; und that the trade to North- America should he open, 
is the interest of every maritime Power in Ekurope ; thors 
foro, we neod not doubt their encouraging it, 

Fourthly. That in cach Province, such persons ag avo 
able and willing, shall be encouraged tp form themselves 
into companies (having first subscribed such sums as their 
circumstances will allow) for the erecting manufactories, 
the most suitable to the presont ond future real wants of 
our inhabitants, athe 

Fifthly. That an act bo passed in ench Pho; ing, Alifoe 
lutely to prevent overy kind of luxury au Thutibodaary 
expense, either in dross, equipage, furnituf, oating, drink- 
ing, gaming, or any kind of oxpensive diversions, &e., &e., 
under heavy penalties, : 

Sixthly. ‘That, at the expense of each Colony, encauts 
agomment bo given to manufacturers and artificers of evary 
useful kind to remove from Europe to North-norica, 
thero to set up their sevoral trades; and that the eneorit. 
agement that each ae will give to each person, whether 
in land, money, or indulgences, be caused to be inserted 
in the newspapers of tho diferent countries in Europe, 
from whence it might bo expected such persons would be 
permitted to remove. ' BO . 

Seventhly. That an act bo immediately passed>in ench 
Provinee for an immediate und constant application ofthy 
quit-rents of the Jand in cach Province, to the: a if 
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fortifying the consts, rivers, &c., a8 soon as may be, for tho 
building and fitting for servic) so many vessels of force as 
may be found necessary for our domestick defence. 

Eighthly, That in the tobacco Colonies large quantities 
of tobacco shall no longer be permitted to be raised, as it 
is found io interfere with farmmg, so necessary now, and 
always to be encouraged, for he purpose of raising mate- 
vials for manufacturing, which never can be raised in suffi- 
cient quantities for the use of the inhabitants of those Co- 
lonies whilo they employ all their force in raising tobacco. 

Ninthly. Chat the laws of each Province, or so many 
of them as may be found of publick utility, be continued in 
force, with such alterations only as may be deemed neces- 
sary; that their number be rather lessened than increased ; 
that as much as be ambiguity be expunged, and perspi- 
cuity introduced in its stead; that law be no longer a bur- 
den and a curse, but a blessing to our country. 

Tenhly. That yligion in each Province be continued 
upon the footing it now is, and that no man be dospised on 
account of his religious opinions, provided they do not in- 
terfere with (he peace and safety of the community; except, 
that Popery shall nat be countenanced, by law, in any of 
the United Colonies. 

I have now given the publick my sentiments on the 
present alarming state of our affairs, showed the necessity 
of a change, and endeavoured to point out tho way to effect 
it, But Lam sensible theia ate so many individuals that 
are intorosted to pravent such mensures being pursued, 
that thoy will endeavour to frustrate every attempt that the 
Americans may make to provide for themsel yes those things 
they haye hitherto depended on them for, and deter them, 
if possible, from making the attempt, by persuading them 
of the impossibility of succeeding, But surely our coun- 
trymen will not be guilty of so gross an absurdity ns to take 

‘counsel of them, whose interest it is to deceive them. 
Some say, it is impracticable to manufacture for ourselves, 
T grant it so, with respect to the tobacco Colonies, without 
quitting, in some considerable degree, their favourite sta- 
ple; but { should not despair of success, was [ to under- 
take to prove, that it is their interest to do it now, and 
that they would have, in general, been in better circum- 
stances as a people, had they fallen upon other methods 
than planting mony years ago. The Northern Colonies 
are a proof of it, and the Southern ones, from their fivour- 
able climate, have greatly the advantage of their Northorn 
neighbours, . 

_ This by some said to be ungrateful in us to desire a se- 
paration fot what they are fond to call the Parent State, 
to whom we are so much obliged, Task forwhat? Why, 
say they, for taking off your produce, for furnishing you 
with what you want in exchange, and for protecting you 
from invading enemies ata great expense, Jn answer to 
which, I say, wo have not sought nor desired a separation ; 
that if we do separate, it is of necessity, not of choice. 
Cruelty and oppression compels us. We must separate, 
or become the labouring slaves of Britain, which we dis- 
dain to be, And with respect to trade, I deny that there 
is any colour of obligation, since we are compelled to sell 
to them, and them only, who thereby have it in their 
power,to take our produce to themselves at any price they 
please to allow (or it, and have the same advantage in rating 
whatever we take [tom tham at what price they please. With 
regard (o protection, I allow they assisted us, who were 
not negligent.in opposing enemies, that were so on recount 
of our connegtion with them, But I further say, that in 
protacting’us, they protectad themselves; for had France, 
ingthe last wary‘conquered these Colonies, Britain would 
age lt their tratle, and France have gained it; the ¢er- 
oe Loondequ nee of which would have been, that, for want 







@ 
Oly rever n9to support fleets ad armies for her defence, 
daninst taiven’iny made so much stronger by such an ad- 
vantagéoumagquisition, Britain sould hardly have escaped 
hecoming#a Brovinoe of France before this day, 


i 
s These -thingg, I hope, will be duly considered by every 
inhabitunt.of Aikentea, as they are recommended to them 
to show the absurdity of continuing ta petition and address, 
while our towns arg. in flames, and our inhabitants mur- 
dered, rather than separate from a cruel, blood-thirsty pea- 
ples the cause of all our woes. * If this attempt proves in 
any respect serviceable to the American cause, it will.give 
“a secret pleasure to A Bririsy American, 
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EXTRACT OF A LUTTER FROM COLONEL HOWE TO THE YRE- 
SIDENT OF TIE VIRGINIA CONVENTION, DATED DECEN~ 
BER 28, 1775. 

I am at present, sir, so indispensably engaged, that I 
have not time to be so particular as I could wish, had I 
any thing of importance to communicate ; but, except some 
salutes from the men-of-war, matters remain just as they 
did when [ wrote you last. No effectual steps have been 
taken in respect to the exchange of prisoners, for which 
the enclosed copies of letters between Lord Dunmore and 
myself will, F hope, account in such a manner as to leave 
me, in the opinion of your honoutable body, free from 
blame. 


Ship Dunmore, Decombor 25, 1775, 

Sin: I have this moment received yours of the 24th, 
and in compliance with your request, have empowered the 
bearer, Mr. Laurie, to agree to any one of your Lieutenants 
in our custody, being exchanged in place of Mr. Batué, 
Lieutenant of the Fourteenth Regiment, and to an equal 
number of your privates, in licu of those of the Fourteentls 
with you now. 

Tam, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 


To Robert Howe, Esquire. Duwstone, 
Norfolk, Docomber 25, 1775, 

My Lonp: Dosirous ns we ave to regain our friends jn 
your custody, and to retura to the army the officers and 
men of their corps who have fallen into our hands, we can, 
by no means, submit to place the oficers and soldiers of 
the army, who have been taken in battle, upon a footing 
with those officers of militin and the peasants, that you have 
thought proper to deprive of their liberty. We have, since 
our march from tho Great-Bridge, taken a number of thaso 
who were in action at that place; among them, some who 
acted under your commissions as field-officers; those { con- 
ceive, may be equitably exchnunged for those of the same 
rank in your hands; and reluctant as J am to continue 
in confinement either your prisoners or ours, [ shall cone 
sent to no exchango but such as equity shall warrant, I 
beg leave to refer you to Mr. Laurie for particulars, ¥ 
should be glad to be favoured with a list of the prisonora 
you have in your hands, the rank they boar, and the man- 
nor in which they were taken, 

Lam, my Lord, your Lordship’s most obedient, humble 


servant, Rowers Hows. 
by ee ’ 


To His Excolleney Lord Dunmore. ae oth 


Ship Dunmoro, Docombor 26, 1778, 

Sin: Yours of last night I received, and renlly am at a 
loss to know what your meaning is; you certainly, when you 
proposed an exchange of prisoners, could never have mennt 
to pay your own people so poor a compliment, na not to 
look upon those, whom the Convention thought proper to 
appoint to hold military commissions, in any othor light 
than ofticers; those you talk of as officers of militia and 
peasants, whom, you say, [have thought proper to deprive 
of their liberty, came under that predicament; and. were 
taken armed against their liege Sovereign. If the rank of 
officers in each army is not to be our guide, Lown J am at 
a loss to know by what rule we are (0 be governed in ex- 
change of prisoners, ‘ 


Tam, sir, your humble servant, . Dunmore. 
To Robert Howe, Esq., in Norfolk. aoe 
‘ 


Norfolk, Docombor 27, 1775, 

My Lonp: J was not understood by your Lordship last 
night, and it gives me concern. You do mo justice, how- 
ever, when you suppose I could not moan, even by impli 
cation, to degrade any commissions issued by Conventions, 
whose authority I acknowledge, whose 3 aera Chon 
our, and to whose service I have devoted myself, Lamy 
find, to inform your Lordship of what I really thoyghtiyon 
before acquainted, that Conventions, from tha-f nt s~ 
sities of the times, have been compelled. to el {tlre 
different military bodies: Militia, Minute Battalions, and 
Regular Regiments; and that they,have mad@.pedistinotion 
in‘the rapk of each. What J .daidgathersfore; mn respect to 
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militia officers, was hot without its propricty, had my mean- 
ing extended ho futher than as to their rank, You, my Lord, 
somatines affect so much to despise any rank derived from 
Gon ventions, that courtesy itself cannot induce you, even in 
the common ‘forms of address, to admit those appellations 
whioh they have fixed to particular characters. Circum- 
stances, however, at other tines, have so far an influenco 
upon your Lordship as to prevail upon you, not only to ad- 
mit thet rank, but to ondeavour to carry it highor than even 
tho Convention intended. 

A Colonol in tho Minute sorvice ranks only with a Lieu- 
tonant-Colonel of the Regulars; a Colonel of Militia, only 
with a Lieutenant-Colonel of Minute-Men. ‘This must 
mako it plain, that » Militia Lieutenant, though your Lord- 
ship had taken him in battle, cannot bo deemed an eyuilablo 
oxchange fora Tnioutonant of Regulars, uch less, my Lord, 
{fv man should havo been torn fiom his farm, und arbi- 
‘trarily iad of his liborty, becausa a Convention had 
mominated him an officor, without his having done any one 
‘act that could warrant bis seizure, or continue his confine- 
iment donger than despotism provails over rights and privi- 
leges. In this case I might, indeed, compassionate his fate, 
but should betray the confidence reposed in ma by my. 
country, should fatten to release him by a prisoner of 
equal rank taken in batile, who it would be my duty to 
consider as a pledge in my hands, for tho redemption of 
sone bravo men, that by the chance of war may happen to 
‘be captivatod, 

The Convention, in order to ostablish a Militia, have ap- 
pointed Captains in particular districts to train aud exer- 
aise, in arms, all porsons from sixtecn to sixty yours of aye, 
without instructing or diracting them to uot against Govern- 
ment; theso may meot and go through the manual exorcise, 
and-then return home, suraly without the least guilt. Six 
months aftey, should somo or all of theso people be taken 
from their ploughs, made prisoners, and offeied in exchango 
‘for thoso that are prisoners of war, could an ofticer be justi- 
fied, who admitted ofsuch an exchange ? or would you, my 
Lor, should we size upon the persons of the peasants, who 
come into Chis town overy day, and who attend to your Pro 
clamation, and subscribod your Test, admit of thom in ex- 
chage for our ofticors and men, who you nssort, wore (akon 
in arms? Information had givon mo to think, and tll your 
last lotter, I had no reason to doubt, that some ol’ these 
officers and men you offered us, wore such as I have tlo- 
scribed; and it was to that I alluded when I said, that I 
oduld tot put those prisonors, taken in battle, upon a foot 
ing with tho militia oflicers and peasants, whom you, my 
Lord, had thought proper to deprive of their liberty, T was 
oxplicit, I thought, when I'told your Lordship, that I looked 
fipon ‘those éficers, who,'under your appointnont, fought 
We tho, Great Bridge, uough taken since tho aotion,:as pri« 

‘Moners, who would be equitably ofleved tin exchange for 
‘those of gure.of tho same sank takon by you; nbd when I 
‘dwsfrad! agsextiot list of the man in your custody, tho rank 
‘they bord, ‘tnd the ‘manner'in which they avere -tukon, 1 
"imagined it would bo gruutod mo; Twish now ‘to obtain 
‘such ailist, my Lord; and iff do, you will find that I shall 
"not degrade those commissions issuod by Conventions, the 
stank ‘of which you sccm so-desirous I should maintain, but 
‘Join you heartily, if you’chooso it, in one measure at least, 
that oftyetuintny to ‘their Iiignds such prisonorsins we thayo 
“Of youts, andirestoring to the bosom of theirsountry those 
that you have torn from it, 

Ihave not had it in my power, till within. this hour, to 
answer your favour of Jast night; the delay you will please 
to excuse, 

Tam, my Lord,,your Lordship’s most obedient humble 

éivant, , Rozenre Lows, 


3 p. Excellency Lord Dunmore, 
aos I 


1g 


’ 
yi aa 


Tn, 
nats duiewmn SUSSEX COUNTY, NEW-INASEY, 
! ‘Nowfown, Sussox County, NowsJorsoy, i 


f Docondhor 28, 1775, 

Last Tuestlay, the 2th histant, about fourshundred of 
‘the:illtia of disiCounty, under'the command of Gélonel 
Eplrdin Martivand Mark Bhonepson, assembled and pro- 

igogled in good torder and ragularity,'in-quostiof Tories, a 

stisidérable numberof whom (Inhabitants of this County) 


°F Hadjoitieted into a combination dnd agreement-not-to com- 
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‘ 
ply with any Congross mesures; about forty, we hoar, 
aro taken, most of whom hévo recanted, signed the Asso- 
cintion, and profess themselves wae Sons of Liherty, be- 
ing fully convineed of their errors and thut two or three 
who remain incorrigible are to bo sunt to tho Congress to 
be dealt with. 


— 


NXTRACT OF A LETTER RECEIVED AT MULL, IN DNGLAND, 
FROM A GUNELEMAN IN NONTU-CAROLINA, DATED DE= 
cenpon 29, 1775. 

Our Provincin! Convention, at thoir Inst moeting, ap- 
pointed Committoes of Safety, consisting of thirteen mem- 
bers for each of the gix districts of the Provineo; and thesa 
Committees, by authority of the Convention, elected a Pro- 
vinoial Council, consisting likewise of thirteen, ‘The Le- 
gislative, Judicial, and executive powars of Government, 
are now ontirely in the hands ofthe sfijd Council gud Com- 
mittees. Covernour Martin is still on board the Cruiser, 
sloop-of-war, from which he issued a proclamation, for- 
bidding a meeting of the Convontion, which they resolved 
was a false, scandalous, scurrilous, and malicious libel, tend- 
ing to stir up tumults and insurrections, dangoroys to the 
pence of Ilis Majesty’s Government, &o., and ordgred it 
to be burnt by the common hangman, which wag aacord- 
ingly done, ‘hey appointed two ‘Preasurors, and ordered 
them to draw on tho Continental Congross at Pdiladel- 
phia for ono hundred thousand dollars, for the pay and 
Inaintenance of three thousand MinutesMon; and to re- 
placo that sum, thoy have issued papor bills of credit for 
ono hundred and twonty-fivo thousand dollars, and laid 
ponalties on those who should speak disraspoctiully of the 
bills, or offer them at loss than ight shillings fora dollar, 
The Minute-Mon aro to be trained every day, Sundays not 
excopted ; the uniform is a hunting-shirt, loggings, or spelt 
terdushes, with garters, ‘lo encourage tho supplying aur. 
selves with what wo usod to import from Great Britain, 
they have voted large premiums to any porson or patsons 
who shall orect furnaces for refining iron, slitting mills, steal 
furnaces, and also, for tho making of cotton cards, needles 
‘and ping; tho refining of sulphur, and making saltpetro and 
gunpowder in this Colony, 

‘Tho following is « copy of a Tost drawn up by the Con- 
vention, signed by thomselvos, tho Proeacdil Counail, 
‘Committecs of Salety, &c. &e., vias 


We, tho 8ubscribers, professing our allegianco to the 
King, and acknowledging the Constitutional Executive 
power of Government, do solemnly profess, tostify, and 
deolare, that wa do absolutely believe chat noither the Par. 
liament of Great Britain, nor any constituent mombor 
thereof, huve a right to Impose taxes on these Colonies to 
regulate tlie internal policy thereof; and that all attompte, 
‘by fraud or foree, to ostablish and oxorcise sith eluimegnd 
powers, aro violations of the ponce and security of the Qe 
plo, and ought to bo resisted to tho utmost. And, thitdhie 
poople of this Province, singly aud collectivdly, aro’hound 
by tho nets and resolutions of the Continontdl"and Provin- 
cinl Congresses; because, in both, thoy ard frealy ropre- 
sented by persons chosen by thomsel ves, 

“ And we do solemnly and sincerely sromiso anil engage, 
under tho sanction of virtue, honour, and tho savred lova 
of liberty and our country, to maintain and support all tnd 
every the acts, resolutions, and regulations of ip said Con~ 
tinental and Provincial Congresses, to the uimos fupue 
power and abilities. ae gar OF 

“In testimony whereof,” &c. ,° 


ui 
® The former Convention voted fifty thoughitil pounds for 
raising and embodying ono thousand mon, to be employed 
in the common cause, which were accordifigly raised, A 
body of five hundred of them are now eneamped near FFit« 
gington. It is roported that many of thom desert, 

We have but little communication with the neighbour 
ing Provinces, owing to the distractad stato of tho whole 
Continent ; and what we hear is not always tobe depand- 
ed.upon. The last accounts from Vinginza say, thatdyord 
Dunmore does not Toso ground; and since his prodldnia- 
‘Hon, offbring freedom to indanted servants and slaves, many 
people have joined him to save their property, He seized 
a printing-pross at Norfolk, which he extiploys .{dxhid.ayn 
purposes ;'and, by the meuns of Negroas, arid: fits, 
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continues to circulate his proddaria Goes and intelligence 
through the country, It is sa'd that Colonel Zenry, with 
a large body of men, is gone against him; and a General 
from the American camp, at Cambridge, in Massachusetts- 
Bay, is expected on the same service, 

gentleman, who Intely passed this way from South- 
Carolina, said that Lord Milliam Campbell, Governour of 
that Province, and his Secretary, were still on board the 
Tamer, sloop-of-war, The Governow’s lady remained at 
his house in Charlestown. Mr, Stuart, Superintendent of 
Indian Affairs, who had fled to East-Florida in May last, 
lately held a Congress with a great number of Indians, 
near St, Augustine, but they had not learnt, at Charles- 
town, what had been done by him and them. The Govern- 
ment of South-Carclina has been, for some time, in the 
hands of a Council of Safety, consisting of thirteen, and a 
General Committee of nincty-nine, who permitted several 
vessels to curry ricesto the Mest-Indies, on condition of 
their brihging arms*ammunition, clothing, and other ne- 
cessaries in return; and so strictly do they adhere to the 
General Continental Association, that a quantity of cloth- 
ing, shipped from a foreign Island, being discovered to be 
of British manufacture, was sent back in the vessel that 
brought it. Some of the fire-arms, which were French, 
had, on trial, been found good for nothing. They have 
two regiments of Toot and ono of Llorse in actual pay, be- 
sides a great numbor of Volunteer Companies daily training, 
exclusive of the Militia, all which are under the command 
and direction of the Council of Safety. 

An attack on Charlestown has beon for some time ex- 
pected, by ati armament from England, on which aecount 
ritiny of theanhabitants have left tho town, almost all the 
merchandise and yaluable offects aro removed, and tha 
Provincial records are, by order of the Council of Safety, 
catried to Dorchester, about twenty miles up in the coun- 
try. A scheme was formed, and some vessels purchased, 
in order to attack and seize the Tamer, sloop ; but, when 
tho vessels were fitted out and armed, some misapprehen- 
sion or misunderstanding arose among the faveal compa: 
nies destined for the service, and tho design was given up 
or postponed, It was said that the sum of one million 
pounds, currency, issued by tho Congress last Summer, was 
nearly expended in putting the Colony in a stato of de- 
fence; cash was vory scarco, and many persons were issu- 
ing their own notes. 


2 


¥ 
GARPAIN BELLEW TO COLONEL OWE. 
* Ship Ldvorpool, off Norfoll, Docombor 30, 1775. 

Sin; As T hold it incompatible with the honour of my 
commission to suffer mon, in arms against their Sovereign 
and the Jaws; to appear before His Majesty’s ships, I desire 
you will cause your sentinels, in tho town of Noxfollc, to 
avoid being seen, that women and children may not 
feel the eflects of their audacity ; and it would not be im- 
pradent if both wero to leave the town. 

Lam, sir; your most humble servant, 


Henry Betray, 
To Robert Howe, fisq, 


et COLONEL Hows To CAPTAIN BELLEW. 
& Norfolk, Docombor 30, 1775, 
Jam tdo much of an officer to wish you to do any thing 
incompatible with the honour of your commission, or to 
recede, myself, from any point which I conceive to be my 
duty. Under the influence of reciprocal feelings, conse- 
gugnoes may ensue which cither, perhaps, would chaose to 
id. uf sentinels have receited orders not to fire ‘ht 
$, any other, unless approaching the sbore in’a 
annet. If thoy exceed this order, we would pun- 
selves ; or if you do it, we shall thane you for 
{ yor, your resentment extends farther than 
mers] yitonthe 1. should wish the inhabitants of the town, 
wha hiive ‘nothing, to do in this matter, may have time to 
aes with their gflects, And, as to the rest, I should 
@, unworthy df the respect of a man of your character, if 
LT consulted any thifié but my duty. 
I arp, sit, ygur most obedieytt, humble servant, 
ee = Rosurr Hows. 
To Henry Bellew, Esq. “yt 










GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL COURT OF MASSAQTIU- 
SETYS-BAY. 
by Cambridgo, Decombor 29, 1775. 

Gunrtemen: Having never considered tho four inde» 
pendent companies which have been doing duty at Brain- 
tree, Weymouth, and Hingham, in the same point of view as 
tho rest of tha Army, (although some orders may have gone 
to gr for them, through the hurry of business,) nor included 
them in my Returns to Congress, according to the Brigade- 
Major’s Report fram Congress, 1 do vot think myself au- 
thorized to divect pay for them without first laying the 
matter before Congress, which I shall do by enclosing an 
exact transcript of your representation of the case, with this 
single remark: that, as they wore not regimented, and were 
doing duty at some distance from these camps, 1 did not 
know whether to consider them as part of the Continental 
Army, and, therefore, had not ordered them payment here- 
tofore. 

With respect to the other requisition contained in your 
Resolve of the 20th, 1 do not think myself at liberty to 
extend tho guards of this camp beyond Sguantwa and 
Chelsea, both fit places for observation, ‘This was my sen- 
timent of tho matter when the Committees did mo the hon- 
our to call yesterday; but as it appeared to be of some 
impottance to this Government, I did not care to determine 
upon it without asking the opinion of somo of the principal 
officers in this Army, whoso sentiments, Iam happy to find, 
coincide with my own. 

‘This might be assigned as one, smong other reasons, (a 
show that L did not consider these four companics ag part 
of the Continental troops; that there were timas, in tha 
course of tho past Summer, when 1 should not have gu flored 
them to have remained at the places they were posted, if 
[ had considered mysolf vosted with power to have with 
drawn them, 

L would not have it inferred, from hence, that I do not 
think it my duty, and with tho groatost cheorfulness shall 
undertake, to mare troops, if these lines, are not to be 
axposed by it, to any place in this or the neighbouring 
Governments, to oppose an invasion. But, whilst the body 
of the Ministerial troops continue in Boston, and the cir- 
cumstances of this Army remain as they aro, it must be my 
first object to guard these lines, 

1 am, with great rospect, genUeman, &e., 

Gronun Wasmaron. 
\ 


GHNERAL GATE TO GENERAL SULLAVAN, 
Tlead-Quartora, Fiiday night, 8 o'aloak, : 
{ Docombor 29, 1776. i 
Sin: T am commanded by his Mxcellency General 
Washington, to acquaint you that he is just iiformed that 
you propose to execute the prokeet to-night, whieh, b' 
some mischance, was delayed Jast night, If no intolh- 
gence of your intention has ulready reached the onemy, 
there is no doubt they were sufliciently informed, by tho 
firing, by the tracks this morning they discovered in tho 
snow, and other circumstances, that they are nequainted 
with your design. {is Excellency, thereforo, orders me 
to say, you bad better wait a more favourable opportunity, 
when he absence of the moon, the light aflorled by the 
snow, and weather more suitable to prevent discovery, 
correspond to give success to your undertaking, 
I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 
Honratto Gares, Adj’t General. 


ve 


To Brig. Gen, Sullivan, Winter-TTill. : 


‘ oy 


ve 


Me hg 
WINTHROP SARGENT TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Gloueostor, Decombet 29, 1775. 

May rr presse vour Excniumney: At the request of 
Messrs. Jacob Green & Co., owners of the sloop Speed- 
well, Cory, Master, lntoly takon by Captgin Brough- 

the losses were sustained; and are further of opig Or 

. 





ton and sent into this harbour, we have maturely considered 
the within enclosed account, so far as it is carried ouf,a 

ave of opinion that the charges are reasonable, se 
the captors, in justice, should pay it, with: thy ayer 
of the account, when the same can be ascepts sAnd 
we do recommend to your Excellody Apathé,, lidping 
t ff gat Ree 
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you will order that justico may be dono to the sufferars ; 
and beg leave to subscribe ouselves, 
Your Excellency’s most obedient, humblo servants. 
Winrunor Sanaentr, 
Chatrman of the Committee of Safety. 


SOVTI-CAROLINA COUNGIL OF SAFETY TO THE CONTINEN- 
TAL TREASURERS, 
In tho Council of Safaty, Charlostown, 3. 0, } 
Docombor 31, 1775. ¢ 

Goytiewnn: The Congress, by a Resolution of the 
12th July Inst, ompowered the Commissioners of Indian 
Affairs in the Southern Departmont, to reecive fiom the 
Continental Treasury ten thousand dollars, for defiaying 
the expenses of treaties and presents to Indians. The 
Commissioners met at Salisbury on the 13th ultimo, and, 
ainong other proceedings, (copies of all which they trans- 
mitted to the Congress,) resolved on a meeting with tho 
Creeke and Cherokee Indians, empowered three of their 
mombors to purchase goods for presents to the Indians, 
and to draw on us for ten thousand dollars, and required 
us to advance them, and draw on you for the like sum. 
We have, accordingly, agreed to do so, acquainted them 
therewith, and sbiall pay their draft when presented, whieh 
we expect will bo soon. ; 

As we have occasion to sond a gentleman, Captain 
Robert Cochran, to the Massachusetts-Bay, on some par- 
ticular business of the Colony, in the execution of which 
he will requiro money, wo have thought bape to draw 
on you, in his favour, for tho sum, to bo paid as bo roy 
havo oceasion. Wo should havo procured an order from 
the Commissionars, which would have been a more formal 
and proper way of doing the businass, but the service on 
which this gentloman goes requires despatch, money for 
him will be absolutely necessary. ‘The only Commissioner 
in this Colony lives at a vory gicat distance, another is in 
Georgia, a third in the Cherokee country, another in 
North- Carolina, and the fifth in Pigina; so shat waiting 
fora dial fiom them, or a majoity of them, would have 
occasioned much delay. We have, therefore, only to re- 
peat, that we hopo Mr. Covhran will moct with no disap- 
pointment, as it would frustrate our schemo, and be very 
detrimental to this Colony in particular, and, perhaps, to 
America in goneral, We presume the Congress is ad- 
jouned, or should have wiote to them on the subject. If 
they are, and you have any doubts about the propriety of 
paying this money, bo plensed to mention them to the 

elopates of Pennsylvania and Mr. Charles ‘Lhomson, who, 
we think, will remove thom. 

By order of the Council of Safety ; 

Henny Laurens, Prosident, 

To George Clymer and Michael Hillegas, Esquiros, Con- 

tinental ‘Trensuroia, at Philadelphia. 

ar 
ees " eae 
FREDERLOK' COUNTY (MARYLAND) COMMITTER T0 THK 
PRESIDENT OF CONARESS, 
* Fredorioktown, Fradoriok County, Md, i 
Dooomber 80, 1775. 

Sm: Fam directed by the Committee to acknowledgo 
the reccipt of your favour of the 8th instant, which only 
eaine to hand yesterday evening, enclosing a resolve of 
the eee respecting the removal of Connolly, Came- 
ron, and Smith, to Philadelphia. In obedienca thereto, 
the Committee have sent the prisoners, under guard of an 
officer (Dr, Adam Fisher’) and ton privates, and make no 
doubt of their being safely delivered, agreeably to order. 
The guard expect to be reimbursed their necessary ex- 
penses, which the Committee do, and they hope the Con- 
gress svill, think reasonable. 

+ Latn directed, also, to transmit you an account of the 
expenads incurred, on account of the prisoners, during their 
confinemenvhore, amounting to £27 14s. 54d., which sum 
tho Committee request the Congress will be pleased to 
order to be paid to the bemer, Dr. Fisher. 

The jnil of the County being, in the opinion of the 
Committee, altogether insecure, they wero under the ne- 
oessity of hiring rooms for the prisoners, and of appointing 
a guard to prevent their oscape. The Militia of this town 
performed that doty till lately, but, on their refusing to 
serve any longer without a 1easonable satisfaction being 


MW 
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' 
made, they ware abligod to hile e guard, ‘This has added 
to the expense, which the Committee would willingly 
have saved, but which, in our circumstances, could not bo 
avoided. 
Tam, with respect, sir, your most humblo servant, 
Joun Hanson, Jun. Chairman. 


To tha Honourable John Hancock, Wsq., President of the 
Congress, Philadelphia, 


P.S. Sinco sealing this letter, L am sorry to acquaint 


you that Sith has mado his escape, ; 
Joun Wanson, Jun, 


GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
(Road January 6, 1776.) 
Sunday oyoning, Decombor $1, 1775, 

Sm: This momont an express grrived from Goneral 
Mooster. Copy of his lettor, with copy of a lottor from 
General Montgomery to him, L now enelosa you, 

Lcamot procure any gold or silver here to send to 
Canada, Lam afraid it is not to bo had at Philadelphia, 
as a considerable tine has already elapsed since Congress 
gave me reason to hope that a supply would ba sent, 

I cannot, sir, help repeating my wish that a considerable 

foroo should be immediately sont into Canada; tho ne« 
cessity appears to me indispensable, for ldo most sincerol 
beliovo that, unloss such a measure bo adoptod, wo shall 
severaly rape of it, porbaps whon too Into to afford a 
romedy. I bog a thousand pardons of Congress for my 
importunity on this occasion; and I bopa thoy will havo 
charity enough to impute it to my zeal for tho American 
enuse. ‘ 
From what L can loam, the oops that aro at Ziconde- 
roga will leave it to-morrow, and [have nono to song 
therio. ‘Tho few that are here refuse to romain until 
Luesday, to oseort the provisions, before which I cannot 
wove them, for want of carringes. 

{havo beon so very long without hoaring from Gon- 
gress, that Tam exceedingly anxious to havo the honour of 
a lino from you, 

Lam, sir, with sentiments of roal esteem and rogard, 
your most obedient and most humble servant, 

Punar Sonvypen, 


To tho Honourable John FZancoch, Eisq., &o, 


« <n 


COLONEL DONALD CAMPRETE 10 (ENERAL WOOSTER. 
{Road January 17, £776.) 
At Nolland.Wouse, Saturday, Docombor 31, 1778, 

Dean Sire Ie ie with the greatest distress of mind, that 
T have tho task of communicating (o you the ovent of an 
unfortunate attempt that was mada to storm the town of 
Quebeck, between the hours of two and seyon this morn 
ing, by four differont attacks; unfortunate, indeod, when, 
with bittorness of soul, L inform you that the gallant ‘and 
amiable Gonoral Monégomary was killed tho.first firo, a3, 
also, his valiant Aid-de-camp, Captnin Join Macpherson, 
and Captain Cheeseman, of the bist Nete- Yorkers, with 
two or three more. All this happened in tho attack on 
the lowor town, at Arse de Meres, where wore the throo 
battalions of Yor/cers, commanded by tho Gonoral, whom 
T attended; and I found mysolf under the disagreeable ne~ 
cessity of drawing off tho troops (too ready tovepart) jot 
about seven o’clock, afer having passed thg firgt butrigh, 
and just opening to atlompt the second, er 

In the other principal attack, made by Colonal Arnold, 
with tha detachment under his command, Captuitt Lamb's 
company of Artillery and two field-piccos, on slaighs, were 
at the Sole de Mattelan, where ho succeeded so far ag to 
force one gate, or barrier, and battery, with the misfortune 
of having his leg splintered, yot L hope not very dangar« 
of, though, from his gnflant conduct, ho sustained a con+ 
sidornble loss of blood, and is now in the Gonoral Hospital, 
as, also, Brigadier Major Ogden, who was shot (a flesh 
wound) through tho upper part of his shoulder, afera 
spirited and officer-like conduct, which wag distinguishible 
in the whole of the officers, particularly Lieutegant-Colo- 
nel Green, Major Bigelow, and Major Meigs,-’na) algo, 
Caplain E. Oswald, Secretary to Coloneedrnald:'and a 
volunteer in the campaign; yet, after oarrying Wattbaglée 
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and a second one, they now remain in possession of the 
house from Limeburner’s Wharf, in the lower town, to 
the second barrier, where they now maintain themselves, 
with between three and four hundred men; and it is ex- 
tremely difficult to support them till dark, when I shall 
hope to draw them off; for which purpose, I sent Colonel 
James Livingston, with some of his regiment, and Major 
Dubois, of the Third Yorkers, with upwards of two hun- 
dred men, down to the General Hospital, to endeavour to 
throw themselves in, between this and night, or got Licu- 
tenant-Colonel Green and his party out, 

The other attack was with Colonel Livingston and his 
Canadians, to endeavour burning St. John’s Gate with 
prepared faggots of combustible matter, which was not 
effected, owing to an early alaim in town, And the last 
was by another storm attack, fiom Major Brown's detach- 
ment, on Cape-Diamand, oenisahdedt by Capt. Brown, 

Thus you have the four attacks that were concerted 
betwee the dear deceased Genoval Montgomery and Colo- 
nel Arnold, which was, in many respects, hurried, from 
the ciicumstance of the inlistment of the troops under 
Colonel Arnold, whose service expires this day. Our 
whole loss, as far as { can collect iisout returns, does not 
exceed fifteen or twenty men, killed and wounded, yet I 
think a reinforcement of two hundred men, immediately, 
from Montreal, would bo véry propor; at the same time, 
Peave it to you to judge of the piopricty of disarming 
‘the Tories of Montreal, and, at the same time, to assure 

You, it is no pees to mo to enjoy the command which 
“fills on me from the death of the General, and Colonel 
linold’s keeping his bed; therefore, I request you will 
"BBX out for this placo as instantly as you can, as your pro- 
senoe.js essential, on many accounts. J shull order every 
cara of thé troops, and disposition that may occur to mo 
‘necessary. I must remind you of cash, ag thera is not 
above three or four hundred pounds here, from my recol- 
lection of what the General said o few days ago; but I 
have not yet examined any thing, and it is unfortunate, in 
ply d manner, that both are gone who had the charge 
of it, The great consumption of powder from the garri- 
son is an object which the General had much at heat, and 
may be worthy of remaik to the Congsess, as well as full 
of force for this country, as you must be convinced the 
Canadians will never be go firmly on our side as when 
they are convinced we hold the scales, I hope the last 
Affair will not strike them in the light it dges me, I shall 
not make any‘alteratiqns in commissions or officers, till L 
shave tho pletteufe of seeing you here, though application 
thas been made. Tho remaining Aid-de-camp, Mr, Aaron 
Barr, t srould Bladly recommend to you, for the memory 
*of the ddceased Genaral, as well as his own personal bra- 
very and good conduct. 
° t thought to have sent Mr. Melchior’s express with this, 
but tho bearer, Mr. Ldward Antill, appointed by tho 
General a3 Engincer, (whom I recommend to your favour 
and attention,) being well acquainted on the road, I prefer 
him, for snko of despatch, ae consider every moment im- 
portant, and to whom I refer you to correct this hurried 
scroll, and give you particulars ha was eye-witness to, 
My love to all friends and acquaintance, that inquire for 
améyand believe m% to be, with love and esteem, 
Your most obedient, humble servant, 
. * Donaty Campurin. 
To General ooster, 





COLONEL ARNOLD TO GENERAL WoosTeR, 
se Gonoral Hospital, Decombor 31, 1776. 
giSin: I make no doubt*but General Montgomery 
fled ‘you with his intentions of storming Quebeck, 
ggod opportunity offered, As we had several 
dulfony us a fow days past, the General was in- 
fay big plan, (which Was, to bave attacked the 
ap fe Swer town at tho same timo,) thought it most 
Jprddent 44’ make (wo different nttacks upon the lower 
apy if one at«Cape-Diamond, the other through St. 
jue's, For the last attack I was ordered, with my own 
"detachmeht and Gaptain amb’s company of Artillery. 
Atifiye clock? the hour appointed for the attack, a false 
aattaék-was ordered to be made upon the upper town. 
iWe, decdrdingly, began our marcli. I passed through’ Se, 
» “\Pounru Sexres.—Vow. tv. 
ts 
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Roque’s, and approached near a two-gun battery, picketed 
in, without being discovered, which wo attacked; it was 
bravely defended for about an hour, but, with tho loss of 
a number of men, we cairied it. In the attack, I was shot 
through the leg, and was obliged to be earried to the [os 
pital, where I soon heard the disagreoable news that the 
Goneyal was defeated at Cape-Diamond, himself, Captain 
Macpherson, his Aid-de-camp, and Captain Cheeseman, 
Killed on the spot, with a number of others not known 
Alter gaining the battery, my detachment pushed on to a 
second barrier, which they took possession of; at the same 
time the enemy sallied out from Patace-Gate anc attacked 
them in the rear, A field-pieco, which tho roughness of 
the road would not permit our carrying on, fell into the 
enemy’s hands, with a number of prisoners. The last 
accounts from my detachment, about ten minutes since, 
they were pushing for the lower town, Their communi- 
cation with me was cut off, Jam exceedingly apprehen- 
sive what the event will be; thoy will either carry the 
lower town, be made prisoneis, or out to pieces. 1 thought 
proper to send an express to let you know the critical 
situation we are in, and mako no doubt’ you will give us 
all the assistance in your power. AsI am not able to act, 
I shall give up the command to Colonel Campbell, I bog 
you will immediately send an oxpress to the honourable 
Continental Congress, and his Excellency General H’ash- 
ington. The loss of my detachment, before T loft it, was 
about two hundied mon, killed and wounded. Amon, 
tho Intter is Major Ogden, who, with Captain Oswald, 
Captain Burr, and the other volunteeis, behaved extrémely 
woll, Ihave only to add, that 1am, with the greatest 
esteom, your most obedient and very bumble sei vant, 

3. Aunoun. 
To General Wooster, Montreal. 


P.S. It is impossiblo to say what our futuro operations 
will bo, until we know the fate of my detachment. 


—_— 


GENERAL GREENE TO SAMUEL WARD, 
Yrospoct-[ill, Docombor 91, 2776, 

You entreat the General Officers to recommend to the 
Congross tho giving of a bounty, But his Excellency, 
General Washington, has often assured us that the Con- 
gress would not givo a bounty, and before thoy would give 
a bounty they would give up tha dispute, — 

The cement between tho Northern und Soythern.Colp- 
nies is not very strong, if forty thousand law/y), will induge 
the Congress to give us up. Although Ido not imagine that 
the necessity of allowing 9 bounty would have broken the 
Union, yet it was a sufliciont intimation that tho bare men- 
tion was disagiccable, Can you think we should hesitate 
4 moment to }ecommend a bounty, if wo thought ourselves 
at liberty to do so? ~Woshould then have an opportunity 
of picking the best men, filling the Aimy soon, keaping up 
A ploper discipline, and preserving good arder and govein- 
ment in camp; while we aro now obliged to rolax the ver 
sinews of military government, and give a latitude of indyl- 
gence to tho soldiery incompatible with security of cithor 
one or country, 2 

hat reason have you to think that a proposition af that 
sort, if it came 1ecommended by General Officers, would be 
acceded to by the Congress? Most of the Generals be- 
Jong to the Northern Governments; if the Congress refuse 
to hear their Delegates, I apprehend they would the Gep- 
erals also, ‘Thlio Congress cannot suppose that the. Gen- 
erals are better acquaintod with the temper and genius of 
this people than the Delogates are from these Provinoas; 
and why they should refuse to hear you, ancl not us, T onn- 
not imagine. ' 

A. good politician will always have an eyo to economy ; 
but, to form an oxtensive plan, and not provide the means 
for carrying it into execution, botrays either a defect sn 
counsel, ‘or want of resolution to prosecute. > a 

There is nothing that will encourage our onemigs, 9 
external and internal, like the difficulties we meet ins 
anew Army, If we had given a good bount 
the troops speedily, it would have struck the 
astonishment to see that four Colonies cou d 
army in so shorta time. They sould. 
quet' a people so united, firm, and 

e 
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dofend their rights and privileges, But, fiom tho diffieul- 
ties we meet with, (ho confusion and disorder wo are in, the 
large number of tho soldiers who are going homo, our ens- 
mies will draw a conclusion, that we are like a rope of sand, 
and that we shall soon brenk to pieces. God grant it may 
not be the case. 

You misunderstand me, my dear six, or I wrote what I 
did not mean. It was not the lower class of people that 
I meant to complain of, but tho merchants and woalthy 
farmers, who, 1 think, do not exert themselves as they 
ought. ‘This is no time for getting riches, but to secure 
what we have got. Every shadow of oppression or extol- 
‘tion ought to disappear; but, instead of this, we find many 
ayticles of merchandise enhanced in price four times the 
first cost, and most of them cent per cent. ‘Tho farmers ac 
extojtionate, whenever their situation furnishes them with 
an opportunity, Those are the people that 1 complain 
most of; they ae wounding the cause, When people are 
distrossod, it is natural for them to try every thing, and 
every where, to get relief; and, to find oppression instead 
of reliaf from these two orders of men, will go near to dii- 
ving the poorer soit to desperation, It will be good pelt 
in the United Colonies to ronder the poorer sort of peo- 
ple as easy and happy, under their present circumstances, 
as possible; for thoy are cicatures of a day, and prosent 
gain and gratification, though small, has more weight with 
them than much greater advantages at adistance. A good 
politician must, and will, consider tho temper of tho times, 
and the prejudices of the people ho lias to dent with, when 

she takes his measures to execute any great design. 

The current sontiment in the New-2ngland Colonics, 
generally, favows the Opposition; but, if the distresses of 
the Lael ara multipliod, their opinions may change, 
They will naturally look back upon their former happy 
situation, and coutiast that with their present worse condi- 
tlon, and conclude that tho source of all their misory origi- 
nates in their dispute with Great Britain, 

If oil the maritime towns throughout the United Colo- 
nies had a body of troops in continual pay, it would, in a 

rent measuro, remedy this ovil. Provision must be made 

for those who ave thrown out of omploy by the decay of 
trade. If they ara not engaged for us, necessity will oblige 
thtern to engage against us; for they cannot live upon the 
‘aif, What signifies our being frightened at the expense ? 
“If we succeed, we gain all; but, if we are conquered, wo 
lose all; not only our present possessions, but all our fu 
ture Iabours will bo appropriated to tho support of a hangh+ 
He proud, insolent set of puppies, whose grontest merit with 
the Crown will bo, to render tha pooplo as completely hum- 
ble as possible. 
* [agree with you, that Congress should ombody sevonty 
thousand men; all the troops raised in the different Colo~ 
nies to be upon Continental pay; and where there any sta 
tioned for the protection of any particular Provineb, to bo 
‘eorisideved ay a detachment from the Grand Army; and all, 
“Ate every Provinco, to ba subject to tho Commander-in« 
*oliléf, and at his disposal and discretion. A body of troops 
in“ otch Colony would support the spirited, confirm the 
weak and wavering, and awe onr oppressors into submis. 
sion; for thoro aro no arguments, however well supported 
py uth and reason, that carry such conviction with them 
“as those which are enforced from the muzzle of a gun, or 
“thie ad ofa bayonet, 
~+*I(the’Sonthera tnd Northern troops were exchanged, it 
‘would be serviceable to the cause. It would, in & great 
measure, cure the itch for going home on furlough, and 
‘save the Continent the needless expense of paying « large 
body of troops that are absent from camp. 

z Yeu complain, and say the Netw-Hugland Colonies ave 
“théhied ill. Why are they tronted so? You think there 
ougbtito have been a bounty given. ‘The Congress always 
had it in'their power to givo a bounty, if they plensed. 
‘Why were-tot thé New-England Dologatos sont to esta 
blish the plan for the constitution of tho new Army? Why 
were strangers sent at go critical a poriod? History does 
not afford so dangerous & measure gs that of disbanding an 
old army and forthing a tlew one, within point blank shot 
‘of the enethy, This task was rendered very diffioult, by 
fhe reduction of eleven regitténts, and the’ dischatge of 
‘ath ‘a number of officers, i have'done every thing to 
{OuBTEt and, retard the filling the HEWFAImy, in hopes to 
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F 
ruin the establishment and bring themselves mto place 
again. : 
eran whonco originates that groundless jealousy of the 
New-England Colonics? 1 believe there is nothing mora 
remote from their thoughts, than designs unfavourable 16 
the ogual rights of the other Colovios. For my own part, 
Tabhor the thoughts, and cannot help thinking it highly 
injusions to the New-Lengland people, who ever have been 
distinguished for their justica and moderation, I mention+ 
ed this subject to Mr. Lynch and Colone) Larrison, who 
assured me thore was no such soutiment prevailing in Con+ 
goss, nor among the Southern inhabitants of any respect. 
ability. Lam sorry to find they were mistaken. It grieves 
me that such joalousies should prevail. If they ave nourish- 
ed, thoy will, sooner or later, sap the foundation of the 
Union, and dissolve the connection, God in mercy avart 
so dreadful an evil. Wow unhappy is it, for the interests 
of America, that such Colonial prejudices should prevail, 
and partial motives influenca her councils! ‘Cho Interests 
of one Colony are no ways incompatible with tho interests 
of anothar, We havo all one common jnterest, and ond 
common wish, to be freo from Parliamentary jurisdictloft 
and taxation, Tho diferent climates and produce o} is 
Colonies will over preserve a harmony amongst ther 
an activo nade and commerce. Each Colony will’ 
the bonofit of its own stnples, whether they are indepen 
dent, or connected with Great Britain, 
Gavernour Hranklin of [New-dersey] and the Assombly 
goon with a high hand, lis impudence, and tho Con» 
ross’s silonce, astonish ull this paitof the world. To suf 
er such presumption ta go unpunished, betrays a want of 
spirit to resent, or ie to punish. ‘The digyity of the ~ 
Congress ought to bo hold srered, or olse its authority will 
soon be biought into contempt, His conduct is caleulated 
to breed a mutiny in tha Stato; such budding mischief 
cannot be too early nipped; diseases that might have baon 
easily remadiod if scusonably attonded to, have often heen 
rondered incurable by being too long negleoted. F wish this 
ie not be the caso hero, ey 
‘his ia the Inst day of tho old inlisted soldiary’ service. 
Nothing but confusion and disorder reign, We are obliged 
to retain their guns, whother private or publick property. 
‘hey aro prized, and the owners paid; but, ag guns, last 
Spring, ran very high, the Conimittes that values them 
sets them inuch lower than tho price they were purchased 
at. ‘This is looked upon to be both tyrannical and unjust. 
I am very sorry that necessity forces his Iuxcellency to 
adopt any mensures diengroable tothe people, But the 
Army cannot bo provided for in any other way, and those 
wo dotain aro very indifferent; goncially without bayonets, 
and of different sized bores, ‘Lwenty thousand troops, with 
such arms, are not equal, in an angagoment, to fifteon thou. 
sand, with auch arms ng tho King’s troops are equipped 
with. I wish our troops werd hettor furnished. 'T! die. 
my hag n groat advantage over us. a ae 
We havo suffored pradigiously for want of wood. Many 
rogiments have beon obliged to eat their provisions raw for 
want of fuel to cook jt; and, notwithstanding wo hay 
burnt up all the fences, and cut down all the trees for & 
milo round tho camp, our sufferings have been inconociv= 
able. The barracks have been greatly Tolayed for want of 
stuf Many of the troops are yet in tents, and will be for 
some time, especially the oflicers, Tho fatigues of the 
campaign, the suffering for want of wood and clothing 
made a multitude of soldiers heartily sick of surviees* 
The Connecticut troops wont off, infspite of all tbat dgald 
be tlona to prevent its but they met witli sucli’ dit affi 
vourable reception at lame, that many are returning to 
camp again already, The péople upon the road expresy- 
ed so much abhorrence ab their conduct for quitting the 
Army, that it was with difficulty [they got provisions, 1 
wigh all the troops now,going lomo may moot with the 
same contempt. J oxpect the Army, notwithstanding “dll 
tho difficulties we meet with, will bo full in about #& 
weeks. a A He 
We never have beon so weak as we shall be to-morteWy, 
when we dismiss the bld troops. Our growing wedlet, 
whilst the enemy are growing stronger, réndorg#Gur site 
tion disagrecable, SBA 
General Lee has just returned from RABE TG 


0 a 


has tuken the Tories in hand, anid’ sith ‘thésvy 
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solemn oath, that they wold not, for tho future, grant any 
supplics to the onemy, directly or indirectly, nov give them 
any kind of intelligence, nor suffer it to be dono by otheas 
without giving information. ands. 6s Ware 
the principals. He gives a vory unfavourable account of 
the spirit and resolution of tho people. 

{ beg leave to congratulate you on the recovery of your 
health, which may God in his providonce long préserve, 
that you, may enjoy happiness yourself, and continuo a 
blessing fo your country. 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 

[Road January 15, 1776. Reforrod to Mr, Wythe, Mr, Adams, and 
Mr, Wilson) 
Combridgo, Docombor 31, 1775, 

Sir; I wrote you ou the 25th instant, since which I am 
not honoured with any of your favours, The estimate I 
then erftlosed you vas calculated to pay the troops, &e., 
up to the Ist of January. ‘That cannot be done for want 
Ri funds in the Paymaster-General’s hands, which causes 
*¥’ preat murmuring amongst those who aro going off, ‘Tho 
een expenses of this Army amount to near two hun- 
i{réd and seventy-five thousand dollars, which 1 take tho 
diherty of recommending to the observation of Congress, 


‘ 
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sond you herewith, IIe saw Colonel Arnold the 26th, 
and says ho was joined at Point-aux- Tremble by General 
Montgomery, the 1st instant; that they were about two 
thousand strong, and wero making covery preparation for 
attacking Quebcele; that Goneral Cerleton had with him 
about twelve hiiudred men, the majority of whom are 
sailois; that it was his opinion tho Lreneh would give up 
the place, if they get the samo conditions grantod to the 
inhabitants of Montreal. 

Captnin Adams, of the Varren, srmed schooner, sent into 
Marblehead the sloop Sally, bound from Lisbon to New- 
York, Inden with wo pipes and ona hundred and twonty- 
six quatter-casks of wine. ‘Tho sloop was mado a prize of 
by tho Niger, man-of-war, somewhere near Bermudas, the 
Captain of whom put his mate and five hands on board, 
with orders to proceed with her to Boston. The sloop 
and cargo belongs to Mr, Petor Barborio, of Perth-Am= 
boy, in New-Jersey, 

Captains Semib and Hlarbeson tako under theiv caro 
Mr. ‘Kirkland, who appems to bo a much mote illiterate 
and simple man than his strong recommendations baspake 
him, Captain Matthews and Mr, Robinson will accompany 
them. ‘Iho two Jatter were prisoners taken by Lord Dun» 
more, who was sending them to J?oséon, from whenee thore 
is little doubt but that they would be forwarded to England, 
to which es Tam credibly informed, Captain Martine 


a their future remittances may be governed thereby. It 
“edtretimes happens that persons would wish to deposito 
. “money in the hands of the Paymnster-General, for his bills 
on the Treasury at Philadelphia, We has, hitherto, de- 

1 alfoed such offers, not having authority from Congress to 


dale, and the crew of the MPashington, avo sent; also, Cola- 
nol Allon, and tho prisoners taken with him in Canada, 
This may account for General Lowe's ailence on the sub« 
ject of an oxchango of prisonors, mentioned in my letter 
to him. 


* draw. Would it not bo propor to give this power? If it 
aithoutd be approved of, you will plenso to point out the 
mode that the Congress would choose to have it dono in. 

Tho clothing sent to the Quartermaster-Gonoral is not 
sufficient to put half our Army into regimontals, nor is thera 
a possibility of getting any quantity here, 1 havo wrote 
to General Schuyler, that E wish what was lodged at Alba 
ny, could be spared for these troops, as General Ainge 
mery would clothe the men under his command at Mon- 
treal, If this can be done, it will bo of infinite service ; 
and no time should bo lost in forwarding them to this 
camp. 

“Tn forming the regiments for tho now establishment, I 
thought it but ae to appoint the officers, dotached undor 
Colonel Arnold, to commissions in tham. ‘Their absence, 
at pate is of very groat detriment to tho service, espo- 
cially in recruiting. J, would, therefore, Wish, if the Con- 
prose intend raising troops in or for Canada, that they could 

j@ taken in there, ‘Tho sooner I havo thoir opinion of this 
matter, the better; that if they can bo commissioned in Ca- 
nada, { may appoint officors hero to replaco them. 

Enclosed you have a copy of a representation sent to 
tne by the Legislative body of this Province, respecting four 
companies stationed at Braintree, Woymouth, and Ling. 
ham. As they were navor regimented, and were doing 
duty at a distance from tho rest of tho Army, I did not 
know whether to consider thom as a part of it, nor do I 
think myself authorized to direct payment for them, with- 
out the approbation of Congress. 

It has bechpaprssenal to me that the free Negroes who 
have served in thiseArmy are very much dissatisfied at being 
discarded, As it ig to be apprehended that they may seck 
employment in the Ministerial army, L have presumed to 
depart from the resolution respecting them, and have given 
license for their being inlisted. If this is disapproved of 
by Congress, T will put a stop to it. e 
» I believe Colonol Gridley a to be continued as 

hief Enginecr in this Army. Jt is very certain that we 

79,09 one hare better qualified. Elo has done very little, 
hithgtta, in that department; byt if the Congress choose to 
appolnttim, f will take care that he pays 4 proper atten- 
Von-to jt. 4: Beforo I quit this subject, 1 must remark that 
the pay of the Assistant Enginters is so very small, that 
we cannot expect men of scienco will engage in it. Those 
gentlemen who are int that station, remained under the ex- 
peernece that an additional allowance would be made them 
y the respective Provinces in whigh they were appointed, 
to that allowed by the Congross. 

Captain Freeman arrived this day at camp from Canada. 
He left Quebeck the 24th ultimo, in consequence of Gene- 
ral Carleton’s proclamation, which Ihave the honour to 


General Lice is just rocarned fiom his exomsion to 
Rhode-Island. Uo lins pointed aut the best method the 
Island would admit of for its defenca. Te has endeavours 
ed, all in his power, to make friends of thoso that were 
our enemies, You haye, enclosed, 2 specimen of bis abilix 
ties, in that way, for your porusal I am of opis, that 
if the samo plan wag pursuod through overy Provines, it 
would have a vory goot offect 

T havo Jong had it in my mind to mention to Congress, 
that frequent applications had been made to mo respecting 
tho Chaplains’ pay, which is too small to encourage men 
of abilitics, Soma of thom, who have lof their flocks, ara 
obliged to pay the Parson, ueting for thom, moro than thay 
feats, need not point out tho groat utility of gontle- 
men, whose Jivos and conversation aro unexceptionabla, 
being omployed in that servico in this Army. Choro are 
two ways of making it worth the attention of such, One 
ig, an advancement of thet pay; the other, that one Chap- 
Jain be appointed to two regiments. ‘This last, I tbink, 
may be done without inconvonience. I hog leavo to re« 
commend this matter to Congress, whoso sentiments here 
on I shall impatiently oxpect. ‘ , 

Upon a furthor conversation with Captain Freoman, h 
is of opinion, that Gencial Montgomery has with him neu 
threo thousand men, including Colonel .drnald’'s, He sny 
that Lord Pitt had received repented orders from his fathe 
to return home, in consequence of which fo bad embarker 
some timo in October, with a Captain Green, who wa 
master of a vessel belonging to Philadelphia, © sy 

By a number of salutes in Boston harbour, yesterday, 4 
faney Admiral Shaldam is arvived. Tivo large ships wert 
seen coming in. Our inlistments now amount to nine thou 
sand six hundred and fifty. ‘Those gentlemen who were 
mado prisoners of by Lord Dunmore, being left destitute 
of money and necessaries, J have advanced them one hun 
dred pounds, Jawful money, belonging to the publick, far 
whioh I have taken Captain Matthews’s draft on the Trea- 
ay of Virginia, which goes enclosed. 

have the honour to be, six, your most obedient, hum- 


blo servant, Groron Wasiuyeron, 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 


P,S. You haye enclosed tho Returns of the Army, 
; wr a 


£ 
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The Committeo of both Houses, * appointed {9.8 
and represent to, his Excellency General Wal iia 
circumstances of four companies, now doing 
towns of Braintree, Weymouth, und Bi 
by ‘whose order they were laiged.; Siatahe 

* 
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sidered as part of the thirteen thousand six hundred men, 
agieed to be inlisted by this rae where thoy have done 
duty, &c.; and to reqtost that his Excellency yvould order 
theni to be paid by tho United Colonies,” bez leave to rep. 
resent: ‘That as tho plopriety of such an order depends on 
yarlous circumstances, and as many important xnattes are 
constantly soliciting his Excellency’s attentions the Com- 
mitteo report the following stato of facts, to bo laid before 
him, so that he may be the better enabled to answer the 
request of this Court; 

pon application from tho towns aforesnid, as nlso from 
those of Chelsea and Malden, on or about tho Ist of Alay 
Inst, to the Committes of Safety of this Cans who then 
had the direction of raising ad stationing the forces within 
the snme, praying that they would (from a consideration of 
the situation of said towns, and (hat the enemy could land 
in any of them, from Boston harbour, within w hour after 
they ontor their boats, and in some parts in less than half 
an hour; and, also, that they could, from themee, casily 
penetrate into the country,) order a detuchmont from tho 
camps as a guard, to be stationed in theso towns > Tha said 
Committee of Safety, with the Counci} of War, after full 
inquiry and deliberation, deterrnined that it was necessary 
that a party should bo constantly stationed om tho soa 
éonsts of thoso towns, to watch the motions of the cnemy, 
and prevent their Janding. Butas no troops could wall bo 
spared, at that time, from vither of the camps of Cambridge 
ov Rowbury, thoy dhected that thero should inamedintely 
bo raisod, one company in Mingham, one in Weyznouth, and 
two in Bratniree, (nlso, two at Cheleca and Meelden,) and 
that those companies should bo joined to such regiments, 
in future, a8 should be directed, 
Tho mon wore raised as ordered, and were thon, and 
avarihave been, considered ns part of the thirteen thousand 
six hundred mon to be raised by this Colony, They wera 
80 consitlered by tho Goneral Ofiicors, and hare been om- 
ployed in such services, place and places, as the command+ 
ing officor at Roxbury hath, fiom time to time, directed, as 
will appear by his orders to the several Capiains of said 
companies, some copies of which accompany this repre~ 
sentation, 

A company from Roxbury was, as soon as the stato of 
that camp would admit of it, detachod to the assistance of 
these four companies; and upon their being ordered back 
in August last, two other companies, alsa part of the Con- 
tinentul Army, wore sont to supply their plice, and tho 

lace of a company drawn from Cohasset, a tovyn adjoin- 
ing to Hingham. When these four companies ore reisod, 
this Colony tad it uot in contemplation ( raise mon for 
the general dofence of tho sea-consts, and they maver havo 
been considered by us in any other pols of view than ag 
fart of ous quate for cha common defence 3 and heing sta 
tioned far within tho narrow limits of the harbour of Bor 
ton, his Excellency will, undoubtedly, fiom ull these con- 
siderations, grant tho reasonable request of this Court, and 
nenurg forces to bo paid by the United Colonies, 

te 

he , In Connell, Deeombor 96, 1775, 

Read and accopted ; and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That tho Committee who were ap pointed ta 
wait upon his Excellency Genoral /Pashingion, with a rep- 
resentation of the state of the said four Companios, be ex- 
cused that part of their service ; and that the Committee 
appointed (o wait upon his Excellency, to request his in- 
forming this Court how far he will extend his guards, &c., 
present him with the foregoing Repart and Representa- 
tion, with the papers accompanying them, and request his 
ordering payment to said companies, 

Sent down for concurrence, 

ees Purez Morron, Deputy Seeretary, 
} yaa In the Hongo of Ropresontetivor, December 26, 1775, 

Read:and conourred. Sent up. 

F : Janus Wanrun, Spreader, 

A trud copy. Attests 

Panuz Monron, Deputy Steretary, 


By His Excellency Guy Cantexon, Caplain-General and 
Gouernour-in-chief in and over the Province of Que- 
prox, and the Territories depending thereon, in Ang- 

yRlga, Piece, Admiral of the same, and Major: Gieneral of 
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His Majesty's Forces, commanding the Northern Diss 
trict, 6, Gey Yoo 
A Procramarron. 

Whereas, it has beon found expedient to raise and om- 
body a Militin within this city, to co-operate with, and to 
assist, Lis Majosty’s troops, in this garrison, iv the presers 
vation of tho city, and of tho persona and property of Hig 
Majesty’s good and fhithtul subjects, resident therein, 
against certain rebellious persons who have invaded thig 
Provinee, a number of whom havo lately appeared in arms 
before the walls of this town; And whereas, information 
has been given me, that some persons, resident here, have 
contumaciously relused to enroll their names in tho Militia 
ists, and to take up arms, in conjunction with their fellow. 
citizens, for the purposes aforesaid; and that others, who 
had enrolled their names, and bad, for some time, cartied 
arms in the defeuca and preservation of tho city, lave lates 
ly laid them down: And, also, that some persons ave busy 
in endeavouring to draw awny, and alienate, the nflection of 
His Majesty’s good and faithful subjects, of this city, from 
His Majesty’s person and Government: For these reason, 
and in order to rid the town of all useless, disloyal, and 
treacherous porsons, I have thought fit to issue this Pro.’ 
clamation, and 1 do, hereby, strictly order and enjaltxiitt 
and every porson and persons whnisoevor, linhla to serve 
in tho Militia, and rosiding at Quebce’, who have rofused 
or declined to enroll their names in the Militia Hats, and to 
lake up arms in conjunction with Dis Majesty’s good aube 
jecta of this city, and who still refuse or decline so to do, 
ug woll as those who haying once taken up arms, brave 
aferwards Inid thom down, and will not tako thom up 
again, to quit the town in four days from tha dato hereof, 
together with their wives and children, and to withdiaw 
themselves out of the limits of the District of Quebecle,, 
before tho first day of Decomber next, under prin of bein 
treated as Rebols or Spies, if, thereafter, they shall be foun 
within the said limits. 

And, inasmuch as the persons, who, in obedionce to this 
Proolamation, ara to quit this town and district, may have 
hought up a considerable quantity of the provisions brought 
in for tho subsistence of {ho inhabitants of the town, and 
it would be imprudent to suffer thasa provisions to be ears 
ried out, more especially as the country abounds with tha 
necessarios of life, I do, heroby, firther order and enjoin all 
and every such porson and persons, to deliver in, forth~ 
with, to the fen. George Allsop, Wisq., Commissary, tt 
true inventory or list of their provisifns and stores, in ardor 
that they may bo fairly and justly valued, and the full pica 
paid to tho respective proprietors, before their departure. 

Givon undor my bund and seal of arms, at the Castle of 
St, Letuis, in the City of Quabeci, this iwonty-scoond day 
of November, ono thousand’ soven hundred and sovonty> 
five, in tho sixteanth year of tho roign of our Soverl 
Lord, George the Third, hy tho graco of God, of Grede 
Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Fatth, 


&o. Goy'Carneron. 
By His Excelloney’s command: 
H. T. Crananes 
Gon save the King, 


DEPOSITION OF JOIN BOURSES. * 


1, John Bours, hero, in the presence of Almighty Gai, 
as J hope for ease, honour, and comfort, in this world and 
happiness in the world to come, most carnestly, devoutly, 
and religiously swear, neither directly nor indireotly to assist 
the, wicked instruments of, Ministerial tyranty and villany, 
commonly called the King’s Troops and Navy, by furnigh« 
ing them with provisions og refreshments of any kind, un~ 
loss nuthorized by tho Continental Congress, or the Logis 
lature, as al present astabilishod, of this particular Colony 
of Rhode-Island, 

1 do also swear, by the sana tremendous and Almighty 
God, that I will neither, directly nor indirectly, convey nny 
intolligence, nor give any advice to the aforesaid onomias 
so desorjbed ; and that 1 pledge myself, if I should, by any- 
accident, get the knowledge of such treason, to inform im 
mediately the Committee of Safety. . 

And as it i justly allowed, that when the sacped ‘rights. 
and liberties of a nation or community ave invaded; 
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trality is not less base and dtentnal than open and avoweal 
hostility, [ do further swear and plelge myself, as I hope 
for eternal salvation, that J will, whenever called upon by 
the voice of the Continental Congress, o that of the Le- 
gistature of this puticular Colony under their authority, to 
thke arms and subject myself to military discipline, in de- 
feyoe of the common rights and liberties of Ameréea. So 


help me God, * Joun Bours, 


": Sworn at Newport, December 25,1775, 


GENERAL ORDERS. 
Hoad-Quartors, Cambridge, Decombor 26, 1775. 

(Parole, Balthnore.) (Couateaslgn, Lure) 
A Court of Inquiry, consisting of Ma.jor-Gencoial Puz- 
nam, President ; and Brigadiors-General, Sleath, Sullivara, 
and Greenc, members ; held by ordor of his Exxcellenc-y 
the General, to exagtine into the cause of” a conaplaint ex- 
hibited by anumberof Field-Officersand others in. General 
Sullivan’s Brigade, against the Commissary-Genenl, Jo- 
seph Trumbull, Esy. The articles in the complaint wae ; 

“First. For not delivering out the back allowance of 

pens, or the value thereof in money, to the officers and 
men, 

Second, For taking in onions at two shillings aud cight 
pence, and delivering them out at fou shillings; and, 

hird, For taking in potatoes at one stilling and four 

pence, and delivering thom out at two shillings, 

The Court, on mature consideration, beg leave to report 
to,his Excellency, that tho first aricle of the clirge is 

‘oundiess; that the second and thid articles, vio con- 
“fied by the Commissary-General, ancl though the Court 
are fully satisfied there was not the lost design of fraud in 
Mr, TrumdulZ, they ave unanimously of epidion tliat the 
fheasure was pernicious and injudicious. 

The General approves of the proceedings of the above 
Court of Inquiry. 

Ata Court of Inquiry, held at Roabauy, to examine 
into the conduct of Major Parke, pray narcer master 
General, whereof Colonel Jedediah Huntengion was Pre~ 
sident, for « forcibly quartering troopsin the house of Ma~ 
jor Thompson.” The Court wero of opinion that Major 
Parke conducted himself in obedience to his orders, and as 
the necessity of the case required. 

Thomas Lrefry, of Captain Glover's Company, jn Col- 
onel Glover's Regiment, tried at a General Gon rt~Martind 
for desertion,” is found guilty, and odgred to pay twenty 
shillings lawfal money, to be appropriated according to the 
rules and regulations of the Massachusezis Army. 

The General neers the proceedings of the Conrt of 
Taquiry held on, Major Parke, and of the sontence of the 
General Court-Martial above-mentioned, and ordais itto 
take place accordingly. 


Load-Quarters, Cambiidge, Docombor 27, 1775, 
(Parole, Arenapolin) (Countershagn, Chere, > 

The Regimental Quartermasters are forthwith to settle 
with and give receipts to the Commissury- General, or his 
Deputies, The day they next draw, they are to take the 
whole of the provision and weekly allowaneo then due. 

The Colonels who haye purchased clothing at the Quar~ 
termastey-General’s store, for the use of their men, are 
directed to discharge their sespectivo debts out of tho 
moneys they are about to receive in behalf of their respect 
ive corps. , 

The Colonels of the new established regiments, to order 
their fecruiting officers to send all the recinits they have 
riled to their respective Regimefits at Roabuy and Caii- 
bridge, by tho first diy of January next. 


#Odinin NG Thuratay, Janumy 4,1775—0n Wednesdazs, tho wook 
hefdro'Inaty MajorsGonoral Lee sot ont for Riode~Jeland. Elo wne at 
tondod from tidnop by his guard, and a” party of Rifomon $ nnd frin 
Providence, ty the Cudot Company of that ploco, anda number of Mi- 
nute-Mon. Ho ontored the town of Newport tho Moreday following, De 
acmber 25, procodad by tho Cadals, his guard, and the Riflemen. Wile 
there, ho ¢ullod befora him 9 number of obnoxious porsona, to whom 
he tondored an onth of fidolity to tha country, which was tuken by all 
of thom, excepting Calonal Joseph Wanton, Jun., Nicholas Lecknere, 
and Richard Beale, two cuatom-house offices, who refused takin 
it. Upon which they wore put under spuard, and brought to Prov 
dence, Tho General, aftor having viewed tho Islan, nnd given direc. 
tiong for erpsting somo fortifications, set out for Pr-ovidence on Wed- 
neaday, from whonco he came to town last Saiurdey. 
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i Hetd-Quaxters, Cambridgo; Decompbor 28, 1775, 
{Bavle,Feemtea.) (Coumentgn, Price} 

As_tho time is just at hand when the Massachusetts, 
Now-Flompshire, and Rhode-Isdind twoops (not agnin in- 
liste) will be released fom theix present engagement, the 
General recommends to them to consider what may-be tha 
consequence of their abiupt cloparture fiom the lines. 
Should any accident happen to them before the now Army 
gels greater strongih, they not only fix eternal disgrace 
upon themselves as soldiers, but inevitable ruin, perhaps, 
upon their country and families. 

It is from no dislike tothe conduct of the officers that the * 
Gmeraliequests the men to stay without them ; but, in the 
first place, because it is unnecessary to burden the Conti, ‘ 
nent with a greater number of officers than are requisite (9 
the rnen; and in the next, because it retards the forming 
and the proper governmentof the new Regiments. Thase 
non-commissioned officers and soldiers, therefore, who have 
their country’s welfare so much at heart as to stay till the 
last of January, if Haein may join any Company in 
any of the new estublished Regiments they please, proviy 
ded they do not increase the number of rank and file in 
such Company to more than seventy-six men, more than 
which no Company is to exceed, All the officers and 
soldiers of present of other Regiments, but appointed to oy 
inlisted in Colonel Learreed’s, Larsons’s, Joseph Read's, 
Hintiagion’s, Ward's, Wyllys's, and Bailey's Rogiments; 
areto jon them to-morrow; at which time any officer or 
soldier, in either of those Regiments which belongath tq 
othor Regiments under the new establishment, are fo joing 
In like manner all the offices ancl soldiers (under the new 
establishment) who belong to Colonels Prescott’s, Qlover*s, 
Paltorsou’s, Sergeant's, Phinney's, Arnold's, Greaton’s, 
and Baliwin’s Regiments, are to join on Saturday next; 
whon any ofticers or soldiers in either of those Rogiments, 
belonging to other Regiments, aro also to remove to then, 
On Suraday, the same change is to tuko place with respect 
to Colonels James Read's, Nixon's, Stark's, Whitcond's, 
Poor's, Varnum's, Hitchcock's, Little's, Webb's, Boudts, 
and £leechinsor’s Regiments, 

It is recommended to tho Colonels of each of the ahova 
naned Regiments, to send officers at tho time appointed, 
to recei ve and march the aon fiorn tho Regiments they are 
inlited out of, to those thoy are to join, that it may ba 
elected with more reguinrity ond ease, and the changa 
made with as little confusion as possible, ' 

It is expected of such mon ag aro determined not toaony 
tinue in tle servico another cam paign, that they Will sell 
their blankets to those who do, and aro in want of thems 
Tho sarne thing is also recommended to the Militin. ! 

In appraising tha Arms, the General expeots that they 
be numbered and marked in such manner as the owners of 
them, and the prices, may, atany timo, be ascertained upon 
the delivery of them by tho Commissary of the Storog, 
All Arms, thus appraised, and inken for the useof tho pub- 
lick, mast bo delivered into the care of the Commissary o 
the Oid nance Stores, but amy be redrawn immediately, i 
the Colonel will pass his recet pt for them, and recount fox 
the deli vory to his men. Be ees 


x 


f 
Mond-Quartoss, Combridgo, Docombor 29, L778, 
(Parek, Prowidence.) (Countersign, Salem} 

The Commissary-Genoral having estimated the value of 
the diflexent species of Provisions which constitute a ration 
under (he Continental allowance, and finding it to amount 
(9 sven pence half-penny lawful money; the Gengra 
having seen the said estimate, approves of it, and drders 
that they be settled with accordingly. 

The General was in grent hopes that a sufficient sum of 
money vould have been sent from Philadelphia, to hava 
paid the troops for the months of October, November, and 
December, but is sorry to inform them, that there is no wel , 


Z 


yot arrived than will allow one month’s pay, the advance 

pay to the new Army, and blanket money; furnishing/ai 

the same (ime, the Commissary and Quartermaster-Ganey 

rils with such sums as are necessary for conductin 

ness, Tho General has already wrote express to Co) 1 

for more money, and hopes speedily to be futhl wer 7 
die 








eer 


asuficient sum to pay them in fall. Sie 
Particular care is to be taken by the Co a poll 
manting officers of Corps, nat to sumer iaBy ‘ ee ‘ttn to 
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“be carried off by tha dischargod men, but that the same bo 
tollected and delivered to the now recruits, if necessary, if 
not, to he Commissary of Storas, 
Moad.Quariore, Cambridge, Dogember 90, 1778, 
{Pawle, Afarbleheatd) (Cotinteisign, Manly.) 

As tho want of a timely supply of cash, has prevented 
the discharged men from receiving more than one month’s 
pay at this time, tho Quartermaster-General may withhold 
his accounts until tho next payment, when hia charges 
against the several Regiments must be paid, 

Theo Commissary-General is to serye provisions, or the 
valuo thereof, to the discharged men to carry them home, 
allowing one ration for every twenty miles they have to 
march, 

As the General is informed that numbais of free Negroes 
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are desirous of inlisting, be ees leave to the Reoruiting 
Ofiiceis to entertain them, and promises to lay the matter 
before the Congress, who, he doubis not, will ap rove. chit. 

The Massachusetts, Rhode-Island, and New-Elampahite 
Regiments upon the ald establishment, to parada to-mats 
row morning, at ten o'clock, upon their respective Regi- 
mental parndes, whero they will hear and receive the Com- 
mander-in-chief’s directions, 

Such of tho Non-commissioned Oflicers and Soldiers, who 
presumes to carry off their Arms, contrary to the expross 
ordois of the General, and to the most pressing demand of 
their country, may depend upon it, they will be muleted 
all the pay and ration money now due to them. 


Hont-Quartors, Cambridgo, Docambor 31, 1775. 
(Paole, Baker.) (Countoraign, London.) 


ee 


* ° 
General Return of the Army of the Untarn Cononres, commanded by his Excellency Guonan Vasninarin, Esq, 
YY y 1 


General and Commander-in-chie/, Lead-Quarters at Camnnipan, Decn: 
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Return_of the Regiment of Artillery in the service of 
the Untrep Coxontms, commanded by Col, Rrciarv 
Gutpuxy, Cammripan, Decespen 80, 1775. 
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Honarto Gares, Adjntant.Gonergh 


Return of a Company of Artillery of the Ruyope-[snann 
Forces in the service of the Unvren Couonres, Com- 


emanded by Major Joun Crans, Roxnuny, Deocenper 
30, 1776. 
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INVENTORY OF ORDNANCE ini stores, ocroper 20, 1775, 
> BNOLOSED IN THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF CON~ 
4 RONEN es 

a of Ordnance and Stores necessary for the pre 
“a inf Army, supposing it to consist of twenty thousand 
seen. 


ee vn: @4-and 18 pounders, battering 





x3 
cannon, - - ~ - ~- 86 aS 
: 12 and 9 pounders, - ~- - 20 28 
6, 4, and 8 pounders, small Fre 
cannon and field-pieces, 44 ga 
TooJ #6 
Mortars, viz: LO inches, ~ - - + + 6 ex 
Sinches, - - = = = Q we EE 
Vinches, - - - - - @ z3 g 
Sinch howitzets,- ~ - 8 rs ay 
° a is} $B 
Gin, - - - = ee ee ee ee 6 
Platforms complete, for guns, - - - - + 100 
Platforms for mortars, - + = « = © © 10 
Spare carriages, for guns, - - - - - = 80 
« Spare beds, for mortars, - - - - + « 6 
* Spare sponges, ladles, and rammers, (sets,) - 10 
Shot, round, for battering cannon,- = - = 6,000 
Shot, round and case, for smaller, - - - 10,000 
Shells for mortars, 10-inch,- - « « « + 1,200 
Shalls for mortars, 8-inch, ~ - - - = - 4,000 
Shells for mortars, 7-inch, - - - + - - 400 
v Hand-grenndes, ~ - - - ~ + = = + 2,000 
* Buzes for the bombs and hand-grenados. 
‘ort fires. - 
Tin tubes. 
* Powder— 


For cannon and mortars, 200 rounds, - 1,155 

For 20,000 men, 120 rounds, or three 
pounds perman, ~ - - - ~ + 600 

For compositions and extraordinary, ~ 245 


Barrels, 2,000 

Lead—for Musketry, tons, - - = - - = 15 
Shect,- ~ - = =» = = »~ 8 
Tons, 18 


Storos, viz: Intrenching tools, spare timber and plank, 
handspikes, beds and goin, match, flints, galtpetro, brim- 
stone, pitch and tar, turpentine, oil, beeswax, rosin, candles 


PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, DECEMBER, 1778. 


404 


and tallow, sheep skins, canvass and packthread, neadles, 
Innthoms of sorts, powder measures, iron pots and kottlos, 
flannel, tin and copper for ladles, travelling forge complete, 
bar iron, stecl, nails and spikes, files, carpenters’ and wheel- 
wrights’ tools, cordage of sorts, codline and matline, cotton 
for quick-match, spirits-ofwine, budge barrels and haver- 
sacks, painted canvass, tanned hides, tents, ammunition 
carts, cartiidge paper, writing papor, two pair of large 
hand bellows, brushes, gluo, grindstones, scales and weights, 
surveying compass and chain, one theodolite, searces of 
sorts, sieves, one good telescope, one caso of instruments, 
horses and hainess complete, foity. 
Cambridgo, October 20, 1775, 

The above inventory of ordnance and stores are what 
1 judge to be absolutely necessary for this Army; many 
small things are omitted being mentioned, as the company 
of Antificers can make them, and many things can be sup- 
plied by the neighbourhood, if wanted. It is impossible to 
give an exact list of what may be wanted on all occasions. 
T have endeavoured as much as the time would permit to 
collect tho essential matteis for the Army, which are hum- 
bly submitted by your Excellency’s most obedient, hamble 


servant, Riowann Grioury, Chief’ Engineer. 


To His Execllency General Mashingion. 


Ordnance and Shot and Shells now in Camp. 


Pounders, Cannons, Shot. 
doin ew = = Be = w & Add 
1 - +--+ - 6 -~ = - 960) 8 
- - 2 ~~ Q@--- - 149/18 
9- +--+ 8 - + ~ ~ dL as 
Fe arte oF 
a tes Ment Ga Ae ‘ 
Bl at tt aoe 
Aoiw wn ee Ton mw me © LATS 
Bo- ee we Gwe wn © + 8079 
M- - - = @- » = =~ 1,009] 3 
4\ 8,730 B 
alr Mortara, Sho! vA ¥ 
10 @ ee Poses SO 
Bias ole 8 B 
8 howltves, - af” ~ > + 462) Bee 
7 brass moitars, 2° = + + 9 Odd 
10 1,467 | ° Be 
Powder, while barrel. Lend. t 








PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTED OF SAFETY, 
Viuiday, Decombor 1, 1775, 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present— 
John Nixon, Chairman, Samuel Howell, George Cly- 
mer, QOwon Biddle, Daniel Roberdeau, James Mease, 
James Biddle. 


Saturday, Nocombor 2, 1775, 

Ata meeting of the Committes of Safety: Present— 

James Biddle, Chairman, Robert MWhite, Samuel How. 
all, Gears Clymer, Owen Biddle, Anthony Wayne, Dan- 
tel Roberdeau, James Mease, John Cadwallader, Joseph 
Reed, Alewander Fileocks, Francis Johnson. 

Resolved, That Captain Dougherty be instiucted not 
to permit more than two Captains, and a proportional num- 
ber of Subaltern Officers, to be absent at any one time from 
their stations at Liberty-Island, without the express order 
ofthis Board, or upon some very picssing and urging ocef- 


sion. 

a "Regaloed, That a Lettor be wrote and sent to the Com- 
miftee-of the town of Reading, respecting the Gunpow- 
dor ordered Mo be urchased fromthe said Committee, aitd 
directing. it immediatgly to be sent down to this City. 


, 
i 


i. Monday, December 4, 1775. 
Ata meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present— 
John Nixon, Chairman, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Owen 
Biddle, Anthony Wayne, Danial Roberdeau, Gearge Cly- 
mot, John Cadwallader, Samuel Howell, James Mease, 
' Resolved, Phat Colonel Roberdeau request Colonel 


SS ‘ 


Bull, of the Pennsylvania Battalion, to appoint Guards to 
take propor care of tho Powder-Magazino, and of the Can- 
non and Artillery Stores at the State-LHouse. ’ 

Upon application of Captain Midiams, of the Pennsyl- 
vania Battalion, in the service of tho United Colonies, for 
tho payment of fourteen Iivelooks, purchased by him for 
the use of his Company: 

By order of the Board, an order was drawn in his favour, 
of fifiy-two pounds, fifteen shillings, and three penoes 6H 
agi Mease and Caldwell, Treasurers to the said Batta- 

Jone 

The honourable House of Assembly, on the 25th No. 
vember last, having drawn up, and approved of sundry Ar= 
ticles of Association, Rules and Regulations for the better 
goveinment of said Associations, and Resolutions, directing 
the mode of levying Taxes on Non-Associators in this" Pro- 
vince; 

Resolved, That Mr. Peter Miller be direoted to print 
in the German language, four hundred copios of the alove- 
mentioned Rules, Teens; and Articlos of Association, 
and Resolutions directing the mode of levying Taxes on 
Non-Associntors, a, 

That Miltian and Thomas Bradford be directed to pring 
in the English language, one thousand of the same, - 

Upon application of Mr. John Pringle, by orde 
Bout, a Crevtifieate was given him, that he Thad. i i 
and sold to this Committee, a quantity of Powderge 
ing in value to eighty-five pounds, and that, ¢ 
by the Resolve of Congress, to exportatt 
the produce of these Colonies, s 2° 










ADS 


% Tuorday, Dooombor 6, 1775. 
Ata meeting of tha Committee of Safety: Present— 
John Nizon, Chairman, Owen Biddle, Robert White, 

Daniel Roberdeatt, James Biddle, Thomas Wharton, Jun., 

James Mease, George Clymer, 

Resolved, That this Committee engage with Samuel 
Wigfdl and Marmaduke Blackwood, of this City, Smiths, 
for two hundred Gunlocks, (o be nade according to prut- 
tern, and to be delivered to, and approved of, by Cuptains 
Shee, Wilcocks, and Cadwallader, for the use of this Com- 
mitlea, at the rate of twenty-two shillings and six pence, 
each Lock, the whole to be delivered within the space of 

ithree months, 

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred Pounds be ad- 
yanoed to the said Wigfal &§ Blackwood, to enable them 

. to ploceed in the snid manulacturo, with greater vigour ; 
and that an Order be drawn for paying said sum into the 
shands of Messis. Nivon and F¥harton, who mie to advance 
the same to the said Wigfal & Blackwood ; and at the same 
time, take a contiagt from the said Wigfal & Blackwood, 
and Robert Craig, whom this Committee approve of ns 

, Shei security for fulfilling the same, 

Resolved, Vhat Mi, James Biddle and Colonel Rober- 
deau be a Committee to propose to the Committee of In- 
spection and Obsorvation of this city, the taking up the 
Sea-Coal which that Committee had oidered to be thown 
into the riser from My, Steward’s ship; that the sume may 
be used at tho Ai-Furnnee intended to be built for tho 
casting of Cannon, - 

Upon snlcaton of Mr. Thomas Wharton, and of the 
Committao lor importing and procuring Powder, Aims, &e., 
for the use of this Province, 

Resolved, That thoy, the said Committes, direct Mr, 
John Hilcocies, to load the Schooner Polly, Thomas IVood- 
house, Muster, with the produce of thesa Colonies, for the 
purpose of procuring said aiticles fiom foreign parts, and 
that they be furnished with the following Cattilicato : 

In Committoo of Safty, Phitadolphin, } 
Dooembor 6, 1778, 
‘This is to coitify, that Mr. John TVilcocks lias permission 
to load the Schooner Polly, Uhomas Woodhouse, Master, 
with the produce of these Colonias, (he same baing for tha 
saecount of this Province; which permission is giantad, 
agreeable to a Resolve of the honourable Congress of the 
26th October last. By order of the Committee: 
Joun Nixon, Chatiman 


Robert Towers, Commissn y, roposts bis having deliver- 
ed five hundied pounds Gunpowder, to Mr. Iyancis Lewis, 
which Jtobert Morris, Kisq., had diections to give an order 
ifr, dgreenble to 4 Rosolverof the Ith of November last; 
that he had deliverod one hundred pounds to Captain Reed, 
for the usa of Congress, agreeable ta a Resolve of the 28h 
WNoventbers 

Bhat hoslind delivered two and a half pounds of Powder 
ita Christian Ladwotole, and soccived (rom him ia rowun for 
said Powder, four pounds Saltpetio, 

Resolved, That Mr. Owen Biddle, Mr. Mease, Mr. 
White, and Colonel Roderdean, be a Committec for pro- 
rouring Sea-Coal for account of this Board. 

AJ 


S¢ being represented to the Commites that Mr. Jom, one 
ofethee Commissioners of this County, was desirous that 
this Board would appoint a ptoper person to receive and 
examine the Aims now making by order of the said Com- 
‘missioners, 

Resolved, That Mr. Robert Towers, Commissary, re- 
opive and examine all such Arms, and give recoipts for the 
jsanyo to those who deliver them, specifying such as me 

yatande agreeable to pattern, 
: Resdlved, That Robert Lowers fix Racks in a proper 
‘place in {ho Stote-Ilouse, for keeping tho Arms of this 
rovinge in good.order. ‘That ho provide a proper Shed 
‘for Aramunitin Wagons, 
4 * ove 
, Whanosday, Deoombor 6, 1773, 
‘Ata meeting of the Committee of Safety: Presont— 
John Nicon, Clinirnian, Owen Biddle, Thomas Whar- 
« én, Jun., Francis Johnston, Robert White, James Biddle, 
AelQa6.: Clyme', Samuel Howell; DanitleRoberdean, James 
Mertgloweh Reed, John Wilesci. 
a 
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f 
Upon application of Mr. Coleston, for a quantity of Sail- 
Cloth for the use of the Province of Virginia, ta 

Resolved, That this Board spare what Sail-Cloth My. 
Moulder may have, belonging to this Committac, that he 
may have occasion for, and that Mr, Moulder deliver the 
same. ; 
Joln Tillis and Benjamin Town, Gunsmiths, having 
ngiced to make two hundiod Mirelooks for this Province, 
at the rate of four pounds five shillings oach, 

Resolved, That this Commitice inke tho said Arms at 
the said price, provided thoy are agieeable to pattern. 
That this Bond will advance them fifty Pounds towards 
the payment of the Firelocks, on their giving good secu- 
rity for the samo. ‘ 

By ordor of the Board, Rebert Towers, Commissary, 
was directed to deliver (Millis & Lown a pattern Musket. 

Application being made to this Bond, by John Chilton, 
for a Passport to the Camp of Cambréige, 6 

Resolved, That ha be refered to the Committee of In- 
spection and Observation, as falling properly within their 
jurisdiction. 

Major Bayard, Mr. Sharp Delaney, and Mr. Benjomin 
Marshall, « sub-Committee from the Committee of Tngped- 
tion and Observation for the City and Liberties, repdit :# 

That their Committee having discharged their duty to 
tho publick, in ordwing the Sea-Coal from Mr. Stoward’s 
ship, into the river Delaware, disclaim any right to sald 
Coal, or any further mensure in the line of their duty. 
That ag the Committee of Safety havo ocension for them, 
for the publick servico, Mr. “homas Lopleins, and others, 
members of their Committes, offer their services in point. 
ing out the several places, in tho rivor, in whioh the Coal 
Jay. ‘That as to the propeity of snid Coal, they appre- 
hend no peison bas any claim, ‘That the owners had offer. 
ed them to the Committee, gratis, which bad beon refused, 


Upon information to this Committes, that Captain Proc. 
tor and Lieutenant Proctor had bebaved in a manner unbee 
coming ofticcis, to Captain M4lléame and Lieutonant Wats 
son, of Colonel Bill's Battalion; and this Committee havo 
heard the partios and their evidences, and, upon full con» 
sideration, unanimously agreed, that tho charge was fully 
proved, and recommended to the said Captain 5 ee and 

jeutenant Proctor to make a suitable soknavled gent to 
the purties injured ; whieh they have peremptorily refised 
to comply with: 

Iris, therefore, Resolved, Thatthe sald Captain Proctor 
and Licutenant L’roctor bo dismissed fiom the service. 

Resolved, That Nathan Boyce ba appointed Captnin of 
ono of the Armed Boats, 


Murmlay, Dooombor 7, 1775, 

At a meoting of the Committeo of Safety: Prosoht~ 

Jolin Nivon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, Tas, Mérive, 
George Clymer, Robert White, Owen Biddle, Samnél 
Lowell, James Biddle, Thomas Wharton, Jun. + 

Resolved, That an inquiry bo made throughout this 
City of the quantity of Son-Coal now in the hands of the 
several inhabitants, 

Resolved, That Colonel Roberdeen wait on tho syb- 
Committee of the Committee of Inspection and Observation 
of this City and Liberties, and request that some Members 
of that body will take the trouble to procure an sieoount of 
all the Sea-Coal now in possession of the inhabitaits of 
this City above Market street, including the north side of 
that street. 6 ae? 

» Resolved, That a Committee of this Board make tho 
same inquiry, from Marieet street downwards, 

A number of Applications were this day read, for sup. 
ping the Officors and Men employed oh board the Armed 
Bonts with Provisions an other necessaries, ng set forth in 
‘an Advertisement from this Board, the 80th November list. 

And Mr. Francis Wado having offered to supply them 
at the rate of four shillings and cleven ponce per ini por 
week, which being the lowest torms, 

Resolved, That the said Irancis Wade be, and ‘he ts 
hereby appointed Victualler to the snid Officers -and Men 
employed on board the Armed Boats, and the Officers and 
Men of the Artillery Company in the servide-of thia Pro- 
Vines, ‘at the rato of: four shillings and:éleyanspeabeiper 
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\ 
week per man; and to continue the supply for the space of 
three months, unless the men are sooner discharged: and 
provided he furnishes good and wholesome Provisions. 

By order of Congress, Robert Morris, Esq., mado ap- 

plication to this Board, that they would supply with Pro- 
visions the Women and Children belonging to the Ministe- 
tial forces taken at St, John’s ; and to give the necessary 
directions for their being conveyed to Reading, York and 
Lancaster, the places of their destination, 

Resolved, That Mr, Mease and Colonel Roberdeau be 
a Committee to see the above request of Congress carried 
into execution. 

Resolved, That Mr. Clement Biddle be requested to 
supply them with Provisions while in ‘Town. 

Friday, Decomber 8, 1775, 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present— 

JohwNixon, Chairman, Samuel Howell, George Clymer, 
Owen Biddle, Francis Johnson, Samuel Morris, Junior, 
Thomas Wharton, Junior, 

Captain Thomas Proctor, and Lieutenant Francis Proc- 
tor, this day attended the Board ; and, agreeable toa Re- 
solve of the 6th instant, were dismissed the service of this 
Board. 

By order of Congress, Robert Morris, Esq., mado ap- 
pleats to this Board to secure three persons that aro on 

joard Captain Whipple; in consequence of which the 
following Commitment was issuod: 
To Tuomas Dawes, Jailer of the City and County of 
v Pitcapunenrat 
Récejve into om custody the bodies of William 
Stuart, William Cane, and John Reynolds, and them safely 
keep till you have the further orders of this Board. 
i Joun Nixon, Chairman, 
Saturday, Docombor 9, 1775. 

Ata meeting of tho Committee of Safety: Present— 

John Nixon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, George 
Clymer, Robert White, Owen Biddle, Samucl Morris, 
Jun, Zhomas Wharton, Jun., James Biddle. 

A. sub-Comimitiee of the Committee of the City and 
Liberties, agreeable toa Resolve of this Board of tho ‘7th 
instant, made an inquiry into the quantity of Sea-Coal in 
this City, from the north side of Marjceé street to the south 
side of Pine street, and report that (here *is two thousand 
six hundred ond eighty seven bushels in the hands of a 
number of inhabitants. 


Upon application to this Board in behalf of Captain 
Nicholas Diddle, that he may have liberty to resign his 
Commission, in order to enter into Continental service, 

, Resolved, ‘That he have liborty to resign his Commis- 
sion. 

Messrs, John Pringle and Lhomas Yorke, having per- 
mission from this Board to load on board thoir Brigantine 
a certain quantity of goods, the produce of these Colonies, 
which being insufficient to complete the loading, 

Resolved, That fey the said Pringle and Post have 
permission to Joadjon board said Brigantine as much pro- 
duce of these Colonies as will complete her loading, for the 
account of this Province, being agreeable to a Resalvo of 
Congress of 26th October last. 

Monday, Decombor 11, 1775, 

At a meeting of the Committee of gen § Present— 

John Nivon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, James 
Mease, James Biddle, Owen Biddle, George Clymer} Jo- 
deaf Reed, Alewander IVilcocks, Lhomas Wharton, Jun. 
" Ly een of Captain Zarmar for tho payment 
of a Firelook, puichased for tho use of his Company, in the 
Continental’ service, by order df the Board, an Ordor*was 
drawn in fayour of Richard Annis, on Messrs. Mease and 
Caldwell, Paymasters (o the First Pennsylvania Battalion, 
or pounds, eleven shillings, the amount of said Fire- 
lock, 

Upon motion of Mr. Thomas Wharton, one of the Com- 
mittee for importing and procuring Powder, Arms, &o., for 
the use of this Province, % 

Resolved, That they, the said Committee, direct Messrs. 


Fourrn Senis,—Vor, rv, 
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Willing and Morris & Co., to load the ship Depa, 
Robert Collins, master, with the produce of these Colonies, 
for the purpose of procuring said articles from foreign. parts ; 
and that the following Certificate bo issued, viz: 

This is to certify that Messrs. PVilling’ and Morris & 
Co., have permission to load the ship Nepiune, Robert 
Collins, master, with tho produce of these Colonies, the 
same being for account of this Province, and the export 
agreeable to a Resolve of Congress of 26th October last. 

Resolved, That Captain Nathaniel Boyce take the com= 
mand of the Armed Boat Franklin, Captain Biddle, the 
late commander, being promoted in the Continental service. 

Upon application to this Bourd in behalf of Captain 
James Tovah, that he may have leave to resign his Commis- 
ae to enter the Continental service, liberty was granted 
nN. 

Robert Towers reports his having received into store one 
and one-halfbatrels Powder, weight one hundred and fifty- 
one pounds, from Ostoclt ve, being part of the damaged 
Powder sent him to repair; also, filty-five and one-half 
pounds Saltpetre, from Peter De Haven. 

Tuosday, Docombor 12, 1775, 

Ata meeting of the Committeo of Safety: Present— 

Join Nixon, Daniel Roberdeau, James Biddle, Owen 
Biddle, James Mease, George Clymer. 

Wednostay, Docombor 13, 1778, 

At a meeting of the Committes of Safety: Presont— 

John Nivon, Chairman, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel 
Howell, Anthony Wayne, George Clymer, Daniel Rober- 
deau, James Mease, Owen Biddle. 

Resolved, That the Barrackmaster furnish the Artillery 
Company with tho usual quantity of Wood and Candlos, 
as supplied to the King’s tioops. 

Upon application of Captain Hidliam Jenkins, by ordor 
of the Board, an Order was drawn in his favour on Messrs, 
Mease and Caldwell, for forty-cight pounds, nine shillings 
and six pence, being for payment of fourteen Firelooks, pur- 
chasod by him for the uso of his Company in tho D?ennsyd- 
vania Battalion, , 

Resolved, That Robert Towers, Commissary, examine 
the Powder on board the Armed Boats in Town, and ro- 
port tho state of it to this Board to-morrow, 

Resolved, That throe of cur Armed Bonts, with their 
Ofiicers and Crews, be aan at Liberty-Lleand, and 
that there be a relief of that number of Boats every three 
days; and that this duty begin with the oldest in command, 
and tho rotation be continued according to seniority, and 
by equal duty through tho Ficet. 

Resolved, That Joseph Fox, Barrackimaster, do provide 
for the men employed in the service of this Province, who 
are to be immediately ordered into the Barracks, two hun- 
dred Blankets or Rugs; one hundred Bed-Casos ; a sufli- 
cient quantity of Straw; one hundred cords Wood; and 
what other necessaries that may be wanting for the acaom-~ 
modation of four hundred mon, 

Resolved, That Mr. Fox draw on this Board for the 
amount of what he may purchase for the use aforesaid. 

Resolved, That Captain Dougherty be odered up im- 
mediately from Liberty-Island with his Boat; and that 
Captain Zamilton and Captain Alexander inform him of 
this Resolve. ., 

Resolved, That Mr. Clement Biddle be requested to soo 
that the Barracks are in proper order.for the reception of the 
people on bonrd the Armed Boats, and that the nocossnrios 
roquisito for thoir accommodation aro procured, and make 
report of his proceedings to this Board, 

Thureday, Docombor 14, 1776, 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Prosent—,. 

John Nixon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau,, Sayaue 
Howell, Owen Biddle, James Mease, George 
Thomas Wharton, Jun. Liga! 

Resolved, That John Ross, Musteyy 


to make a return to this Board of th 
quantity of Bedding, orf boar ig aed 
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David Owen, a porson suspected of Inlisting Negroes, 
was brought before the Committes, and not giving proper 
and satisfactory answers to the quostions put to him: 

Resolved, That he bo committed to the Work-LLouso of 
thig City till further orders, 

Friday, Docombor 16, 1775, 

Ata meeting of tho Committeo of Safety: Present 

John Nixon, Chairman, Samucl Lowell, Owen Biddle, 
James Mease, George Clymer, Thomas Wharton, Jun., 
Daniel Roberdeau, Samuel Morris, Jun. 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his having re- 
coived the following aiticles in stoic, viz; Six dozen and 
nine Steel Ramrods, fiom Robert Mann. ‘Twenty-vight 
pounds Buck-Shot ; thirty-five pounds Musket Balls; two 
thousand Flints, fiom Robert Taggart, ‘Twenty barrels 
Powder, supposed two thousand pounds; two kegs Pow- 
der, supposed fifty pounds, received from Captain Ord, on 
account of this Board, 

That he has deliveed to Captain Lovley, by order of 
Mr. Owen Biddle, seven pounds of Saltpetre. 


Mt, Samuel Howell informing this Bond that ho has a 
considerable quantity of Sea-Coal in the Island of Jamaica, 

Resolved, TPhat he ba requested to write to Jamaica, and 
givo ordets for a load of Coal to be sent from thence to 
this place, on account of this Committee, if it can bo doli- 
vered at threo shillings, ewrency, per bushel, or under, 

Upon application of Danie? Ofley and William Clifton, 
that this Board would advance a sum of monoy towards 
searching for a Coal Mine, anid to bo in Bucks County, 

Resolved, That this Board pay one-half tho sum ox- 
ponded for that purposo, provided the whole expenso doth 
not exceed one hundred pounds, and in case the said Mine 
ig worked, that this Board have the refusal of any quantity 
they may want for the use of the publick, 

Garret Lhdscamp having made application for liberty to 
have his Boat go down tho bay, to take him out of Captain 
Johnston’s ship, of which he was Pilot, 

Resolved, Thut the liberty ho prays for bo granted, pro- 
vided ho goos no further than the Brown, and that ho avoid 
going, or being taken on board any British Ship or other 
vessel of war. 

Upon application of Mr. Mease, an Order was directed 
to Captain Doughety, to discharge fiom Captain LZender- 
son’s Boat, Daniel McMichael, as ho is to bo employed in 
another service. 

Resolued, That Colonel Roderdeau, My. Biddle, and 
Mr, Mease, bo 2 Committee to draw up Rules and Rogu- 
lations for the govornmont of the Ofticors and Men belong- 
ing. to the Armed Boats, whilo they ate quartered in the 


Barracks. 


Sntuday, Dooombor 16, 1775, 

At’a meeting of tho Committeo of Safety: Prosent— 

John Nixon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdean, James 
Moase, George Clymer, Samucl Towell, Alecander Mil. 
eovles, James Bidille, Owon Biddle, Samucl Morris, Jan, 

By order of tho Boaid, Join Al, Nesbitt, Esq., was do- 
sired to deliver Sergeant Webster tho Watch-Conts made 
for tha, Aptillery Company, 

By order pf the Board, an Order was drawn on Messrs, 
Mease and Caldwell, in favour of Captain William Jenk- 
ins, for ten pounds, ten shillings and six pence, being the 
amount of three Firelocks purchased by him for the use of 
chis Company in the Continental Battalion. 

This Board being informed that part of the Now Jail is 
now in order for the reception of prisoners ;and the Jailer 
and Work-Ilouse Keeper of this City having informed, that 
the badnass of the Jail and Work-[ouse is dangerous and 
inconvenient to the ag therefore, 

Resofved, That tho Prisoners confined by this Board, 
agreeable to the diteotions of Congress, be removed to tho 
snew Jail sand thatthe following Orders be doliverad : . 
To Tuomas Deweus, Keeper of the Jail of Pumanet- 

pura County: 
In Committee of Safoty, Philadelphia, Decambor 16, 1775, 
“wou ave hereby required to’ conduct the Soldiers and 
thege Suilots fom Rhode-Island; nav prisoners in your Jail, 


‘ $ 


‘ 


Me 
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¢: 
to tho new Jail in this City, and there deliver them into 
the custody of Mr. Lhomas Apty. 
By order: Joun Nixon, Chairman. 
To Janus Wurrcunan, Keeper of the TWorke- House, Pui- 
VADTLPHLIA t 
You me hereby roquired to doliver into the custody of 
Mr. Lhomas Apty all the Soldiers now in the Work- House, 
confined by dee of this Board. 
By order: Joun Nixon, Chairman. 
Resolved, That Thomas Apty be appointed to take care 
of the Prisoners in tho new Jail until the propor Jniler 
moves into it. 
That the’said Apty supply the Prisoners with Provisions 
at the rate of one dollar per week, as allowed by Congress. 


Monday, Decombor 18, 1775, 


Ata meeting of the Committee of Safety: Prasent-— 

John Nixon, Chairman, Lhomas Wharton, Jun.,George 
Clymer, Robert White, Samuel Howell, Daniel Rober- 
dean, Aleaander Tileocks, Anthony Wayne. 

Resolved, That the absent Membors, in the City, be'no- 
tified to attend the Board to-morrow morning, punetually 
at nine o’clock, to which time the consideration of allowing 
the makers of Saltpetio part payment in Gunpowdal, is 
deferred, as n matter of great importance, 


Robart Lowers reports his having received the following 
quantity of Suil-Cloth ; 

Twenty-five nse containing nine hundred and eighty 
seven yards and three-quetors, fiom FPilliam Will; six 
pieces, containing two hundred and twenty yards, part of 
that Lought by John Motlder at Brisanthie Beach, and 
of James Loughead, 

Agreeable to a Resolvo of tho 14th instant, My, John 
Ross, Muster master, reports that there is on board tho thir. 
teon Aimed Boats: Men in pay, four hundied and saventy~ 
seven, fifty-four of whom aro sick; Bedding complete 
sixty-nino; Beds, seventy-four; Blankets, ona hundred 
and thirty-two; Rugs, two, 

Upon application of the Pilots, employed by thig Board 
in piloting vessels between this Port and Chester, that their 
pay might be increased, as they find from the oxpenses they 
are obliged to be at, that the allowance of six pounds per 
month, is not sufficient for their maintenance : 

And tho Boayd taking tho samo into consideration, do 

Resolve, That the ten Pilots, employed as aforesaid, bo 
allowed the sum of soven Pounds per month for thoir gore 
vices, which pay shall commence tho 21st instant, 

By order of tho Bond, tho Order drawn ngrecablo to a 
Rosolvo of the 26th of Sepéombor, and dated the 29h, in 
favour of the Commissioners and Assessors of Berke Couns 
PF for four hundred pounds, was this day delivered to Mr. 

Michael Bright, of tha, County. 8 

Upon motion, Ordered, That Mr. Vorvers, Commissary, 
furnish this Bonid to-morow, with an account of the quan= 
tity and sizes of Shot naw in the store, 


Tuosday, Docomber 19, 1778. 

Ata meeting of the Committee of Safety: Prosent— 

Robert Morris, Vice President, John Nivon, Samuel 
Howell, Samuel Miles, Daniel Roberdea, Joseph Read, 
Anthony Wayne, Samuel Morris, Jun, George Clymer, 
ra MWileocks, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Owen Bis 

le, 

Agreeable to the Order of yesterday, Mr. Towers, Com- 
missary, reports tho follewing quantity and sizes of Shot 
now in stoia, vizt 


82-pounders, = «+ 8 = + + 99shot. 
Q4 ditto, - - + =~ = » 2655 shot 
» 18 ditle, - + om» + » +2,884 shot. 
~12 ditto, « - - - +» + 90shot. 
9 ditto, + - - © «© « 0 shot 
6 ditto, - - + = + + 268 shot. 
4 ditt, - - = « - + 248 shot. 
3 dill, - - ~ + - + 27 shot 
6 ditto, - em we 6 cross-Baré 
6 ditto, - ---. . 1 sllding-bar, 
6 dito, - - +--+ - B star, le 
‘4 ditto, - - - = « + © Ta dbobrentedd, 
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Grape Shot, in 150 12-pound tilt canisters ; ditto, in 
400 6-pound tin canisters—3,775 pounds, 
Musket Balls in 50 4-pound tin canisters; Grape Shot, 

loose-—-4,690 pounds. 
Musket Balls, 85 pounds, 22 to the pound. 


Ditto, 817 do. 17 ditto. 

Ditto, 150 do 15 ditto. 

Ditto, 80 do. 17 ditto, in 504 filled 
cartridges, 

Ditto, 30 do 17 ditto, in 504 unfil- 


led cartridges. 
28 pounds of Buck Shot. 
34 pounds of Pistol Balls. 
Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his having received 
by Captain Batdil, on account of this Board, fifteen barrels 
of Gunpowder, supposed to weigh fifteen hundred pounds. 

Resolved, That any person who shall manufacture any 
quantity of good Galtpetio, and deliver the same to this 
Board, or to any person appointed by them, after the 1st 
day of January next, and from that time until the Ist day 
of April next, shall receive one-fourth part of the weight 
in Gunpowder, and the other thice-fourths in money, at 
the rate of five shillings per pound. 

Resolved, ‘That upon any application that may be mado 
to this Board, by the honourable Congress, or any other 
body, to spare them any part of the Mer, Aims or Ammu- 
nition belonging to this Province, that this Committec will 
not consider of, and come to any resolution upon, such 
application, without sonding a wiitten notice to every 

amber of this Committes, residing in this City, mention- 
jig that such particular business is to come under this deli- 
eration. 

Resolved, That William Green, a person belonging to 
one of the Armed Boats, confined by order of this Board, 
in the Jail of this County, bo released from his confinement, 
provided he enter on board one of the vessels of war, now 
fitting out by Congress, 

Rosolved, That Colonel Rober dean, Captain IVhite, and 
Mr. Moris, ba a Committee to provide tho following 
quantity, and sizes, of Shot: 
82-pounders, 


150 rounds, 


24 ditto, - = = 2 = = 600 ditto. 
18 ditto, ~ + = = = = 5,550 ditto. 
12 ditto, - «= = = = = 8,000 ditto, 
9 ditto, e ~ » = 8,000 ditlo, 


Grape Shot, 2 tons; Swivel Shot, 2 tons, 

Resolved, That Mr, Reed, Mr, Miles, Mr. White, and 
Mr. Clymer, be 2 Committe to go to Fort-Jsland, to con- 
sider and report to this Board, what further defences may 
be thrown up on that, or the Province-Island, for the so- 
curity of the Fort, and passage through the Chevaue-de- 
Brise. 

Congress this day sent tho following Resolve to this 
Committe, which is ordered to be entered on the Mi- 


nutes. 
aly In Congroas, Decombor 15, 1775. 


Resolved, That the Committee of Safety for the Colo- 
ny of Pennsyloania, bo requested to recommend proper 
‘Potgons for FieldwOfticers of the four Battalions to be 
raised in the said Colony, 

Resolved, That the said Committee appoint proper 
persons for Officers in the said Battalions, under the sank 
of Major. 

* Fextract from the Minutes : 

“Cnantes THomson, Secretary.” 

Agreed, That the 2d day of January be fixed for the gure 
pope of making the above 1ecommendations and appoint- 
‘ents, and that the several Mombeis of this Committee 
be' Yesited to attend at that time, at the Committeo Cham- 
“BEF in" PUiladelnhia, 

Resolvétt;’ Tint the above Resolves of Cofgress, Mind 
Resolutions of this Board, be published in the different 
‘Newspapers of this City, 


Wednosday, Docombor 20, 1775. 
At a meeting of’ the Committee of Safety; Present— 


» Benjamin Franklin, Presidenty Robert Morris, Samuel 
Miles, Daniel Roberdequ, Joseph, Reed, Georgs Clymer, 


Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel Morris, Jun., Alecander 
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Wilcocks, aaa sd Wayne, John Nixon, Samuel Howell, 
James Meuse, Robert White, Owen Biddle. 

Ordered, That Robert Towers, Commissary, examine 
some Muskets that Captain Oswald has for sule, and if 
found good, that he putchase them, 


Governour Ilopkins, this day, delivered the following 
Resolve of Congress to the Board: 

“In Congress, Dooombot 19, 1778: 

« Resolved, That the Committee of Safety of Pernsyl= 
vahia be requested to supply the Armed Vessels, nearly 
ready for sailing, with four tons of Gunpowder, at the 
Continental expense. 

That the said Committee be requested to procure and 
lend said Vessels, as many stand of Small Arnis as they 
can spaie, not exceeding four hundred, to be repaid by 
the Congress, either in kind or value, as the Committee 
may desire. 

* Resolved, That if the Powder and Arms that may be 
supplied and lent to the Continent, for the use of tho said 
Armed Vessels, shall not be replaced on or before the Ist 
day of February next, the Congress engages that theit 
whole influence and authotity shall then be exerted imme 
diately to replace the same by romibe Powder and Arms 
from some other parts of the Continent. 

Extract from the Minutes: 

“ Cuarues Tromson, Secretary.” , 

The Board having taken the above Resolves into con 
sideration, and after some time spent therein, do 

Resolve, That they spare to Congress all tho Powder 
now in store, oxcept tho Battle Powder, and that which is 
made into Caruidges ; 

That this Board will immediately collect all the Arms 
belonging to this Province, and will spare to the Commit 
tee of Naval Affirs all that thoy can, consistent with the 
safety of this Pioyince ; 

That this Committee do agreo that the Naval Commit- 
teo may inlist from on board the Armed Boats, any number 
of Seamen, not exceeding one hundred. 

By order of this Board, Robert Towers, Commissary, 
was directed to deliver a gentleman, who jroduced a small 
quantity of Salpetro of his manufacturing, one-fourth the 

uantity in Powder, and tho other three-fouths cash, at 
the rate of fiva shillings par pound, fj 

Resolved, That Captain Dougherty. order ull the Armed 
Boats up to: this City, thatthe Officérs and Man:may go 
into barracks, except the threa oldest Captains and Orewss 
who are to continue at the Island till relioved by three 
other Bonts, agreeable to a Resolve of the Jeth, % 
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oe 
Thuraday, Dooombor 21, 1778, 

Ata meeting of the Committe of Safety: Present—. 

John Nixon, Chairman, James Mease, Owen Biddle, 
Daniel Roberdeau, Samuel Howell, George Clymer, Alea~ 
ander Wilcocks, Joseph Reet. 

Upon application of Captain Fillet, for the payment of 
sixteen Firelocks, purchased by him for the use of*hj 
Company in the First Pennsylvania Battalion, IN 
was drawn on Messrs, Mease and Cnidtvell, in his’fhvour, 
for forty-seven pounds, seventeh shillings and six pence, 

And on application of Captain Harmar, one other Order 
was drawn as aforesaid, for thirteen pounds, being the 
amount for four ielocks purchased for his Company, 

By order of the Board, an Order was diawn on AMtohaed 
Hillegas, Esquire, Treasmor, in favour of John Maxwell 
Nesbitt, Esq., for fifteen hundred pounds. Q 

Sacherwal Woods's Account for furnishing Provisions to 
the Prisoners confined in Jail, by order of Congress, was 
examined, and thirty-four pounds nino shillings, recoms 
mended to be paid by Congress. 
Friday, Decombor 28, 1778, ; 

Ata meeting of the Committeo of Safety: Presont— 

Thomas Wharton, Jun., Anthony Wayne, Samuel Hotls 
ell, Owen Biddle, i+. 

syatie K x 


Salurday, Dave Tt + 


At a meeting of the Committee of § Kesenter 
« Samuel Miles, Chairman, Dante! amined, 
* 


OR eIPeRY, 
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Howell, George Clymer, Thomas Wharton, Jun., James 
Mease, Samuel Moriis, Jun., Joseph Reed. 

Upon application of Captain FPilliams, for the payment 
of twenty-five Muskets, Parstinscs by him for the use of 
his Company, in Colonel Buds, or First Pennsylvania 
Battalion in the setvice of the Colonies, by order of the 
Board, an Order was drawn for that purpose, on Messrs. 
Mease and Caldwell, for seventy-six pounds, twelvo shil- 
lings and six pence, in his favour. 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports bis having receiv- 
ed the following Provincial Aims: 

From the Officers of Iist Battalion, fifty-two Muskets, 
forty-eight Bayonets, forty-six Scabbards; from the Ofii- 
cers of Second Battalion, forty-nine Muskets, forty-three 
Bayonets, forty Scabbards ; hom Captain Milling, of Third 
Battalion, two Muskets, and one Bayonet. 

Upon application of the Navy Committee of Congress, 
by ordor of the Bond, Robert Lowers, Commissary, was 
directed to doliver thirty-six pounds of Saltpetre, and one 
hundred Muskets and Bayonots to them, o1 their order, 


Resolved, That Mr. Tower's take the Powder belonging 


“to the Armed Boats, as they come up to town, and put it 


into store, and deliver it to those whose tour of duty it is 
to go to their stations at Hort-Island, 

Upon application fiom the Committee of Naval Aftaiis 
by Colonel Gadderden, that General Lopltins, of the Al- 
fred, or any othor Commender of the Continental ships 
of wat, be poimitied to search nny outwatd-bound vessel 
for seamen, or others, belonging ta any of the above vos 


sols, 
Resolved, ‘That suck peimission be cheerfully granted, 
but this Committee recommend a discreet exorcise of this 
ale. so as to oconsion as little delay as possible to the 
titward-bound vessels; and that an Oflicer, whoso pru- 
dence nay be depended on, may be sent on this sorvice, 
By order of the Boud, Mr. Towers, Commissary, was 
dhected to deliver to Shazwanese John, an Indian, disabled 
at Cobble- Till, onc pound of Gunpowder. 


: "Luosday, Docombor 26, 2775, 
“he. yn modting of the Committee of Safety: Presont-—~ 

John Nixon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, James 
Mease, Samuel Howell, Jun., Robert White, George 
Clymer, Thomas Wharton, Jun., James Biddle. 

By order of the Board, an Ordor was drawn and signed 
by tho Chairman, on Alichaed £fillegas, Ksq., Treasurer 
to this Board, in favour of Zhomas Iharton, Jan., John 
Nison, and Janes Mease, tho Committes of Accounts, for 
the sum of ton thousand Pounds, 

Upon application of Captain Dorsey, of Colonel Bull's 
Battalion, for the payment of ae acal Firolocks, pur- 
chased by him for the uso of his Company, by ordor of 
tle Board, an Order was drawn on Mossts. Mease and 

dwell fdr sevonty pounds, Aftcen shillings, he amount 
of tho same, 

* Upon application of Captain Jones, of Colonel Bull’s 
Battalion, for the payment of sovon Fuelocks, purchased 
by him for tho use of his Company, an Order was drawn 
on Messrs, Mease and Caldwell for iwenty-nine pounds, 
fifteen shillings, the amount of the same. 

fi. et aes, 

7 Wadnosday, Docombor 27, 1775, 
Ata meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present— 

John Nivon, Chairman, Owen Bradt, Robert White, 
James Mease, George Clymer, Thomas Wharton, Jun., 
Samuel Howell, Daniel Roberdeau, James Biddle. 


WRobort Towers, Commissary, reports his having re- 
ae delivered the following aenslogs 
“ Delivatéd Captain Sumuel Nicholas, by ordor of tho 
Navy Commitise, one hundred Provincial Muskets, ona 
hundred Bayondés nd Scabbards, twelve Iron Ramrods, 
Received {rows Captain Know, thirteen Provincial Mus- 
kets, sight Bayoneté and eight Seabbards; from Captain 
Gurney, eleven Provincial Muskets, nine Bayonets,twenty- 
five Scabburds; from John Seottan, 2 awt., 1 qr. 18 Ibs. 
wf Shot. , 5 
Upon application of Captain Le Mar, for the payment 
~#fethtirteen Pirelocks, purchased by him for the use of 
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rf 
his Company, in Colonel Bad?’s Battalion, an Order was 
dchawn on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell for fifty-one pounds, 
four shillings and three ponce, the amount of the same. 

Upon application of the Naval Committes, for some 
Lead for the use of the Congress, by ordor of the Board, 
Robert ‘Towers, Commissary, was directed to deliver two 
rolls of Lead to Captain Nathaniel Jalconer, and report 
the weight to this Board, 

Ordered, That Licutonant Symmonds forthwith take 
upon him the command of the Autillory Company, and 
repair, with them, with all possible despatch, to Liberty. 
Tilenah aes there remain for the protection of the Battery, 
Artillery, and Stores, until farthor ordeis of this Board, 

Ordered, That tho Agent Victualler furnish two weoks’ 
Provisions for the Company, to be taken down with them, 
and keep them supplied while there, 

Ordered, ‘That tho Commissmy, provide a Cart or 
Wogon for conveying the Baggage of#ho said Company: 
to suid Island, and furnish each man with twelve Rounds of 
Cartridges, likewiso thirty-six Cartridges for the Cannon. 

Resolved, That Lieutenant Lugh Monigomery wk 
the command of the Warren, in the absence of Licutenant 
Symmonds, 


Tharaday, Dacombor 28, 1774, 

Ata meeting of the Committee of Safoty: Presant— 

John Nivon, Chairman, Robert Whtte, James Mease, 
Samuel Morris, Jun., Daniel Roberdean, George Clymer, 
Joseph Reed, Owen Biddle, Jamos Biddle, 

Resolved, That Captain John Tlazlewood ba appointed 
to the command of ten Fire-Rafts, and suporintend, at prow 
gent, over the whole Meet of Rafts, 

Mr. Ihitehead, Work-House Kooper, produced his ne« 
count, amounting to twenty-thiee pounds, nineteen shil? 
lings, oloven ponce, for the maintonance of the Prisonors 
confined by this Board, by diection of Congress, which 
was oxamined, and recommended to be paid. 

Resolved, That, for tho furthor defence of this Provhico, 
a Floating Battery be built, 

That Samuel Howell, Robert White, and George Cly~ 
mer, be a Committee to have tho said Battery completod 
as soon as possible, and that they purchase the Gung an 
other necessaries for her, 

Resolved, That the Sergeant of the Artillery Company 
bo allowed sixty Shillings per month, 

That the Corporal of said Company be allowed fifty- 
five Shillings per month, 

Upon application of Congross, Robert Towers was di- 
rectod to deliver to Captain Liowley twolvo pounda Salt 
potre and six pounds Gunpowder, 

Captain Zhomas Proctor having applied to this Board 
to bo reinstated in his command, and submitting to tnake 
the acknowledgments to Captain /Viliiams nnd Jiewenant 

Watson, a8 formerly recommended by this Board, and 
Lieutenant FVatson fines declared that he did not expadt, 
or require, such acknowledgments to be made to him, it fs 

Resolved, That, upon Captain Proetor’s giving Captain 
WVilliams tho satisfaction, as divected ky this Board, he be 
immediately restored to his command. 

Friday, Decombor 29, 1776, 

Ata meeting of the Committeo of Safety: PreseHitsas 

John Nivon, Chairman, Samuel Howell, Joseph Rega; 
Daniel Roberdean, John Cadwallader, Robert’ White, 
James Biddle, Samuel Morris, Jun., Thomas Wharton, 
Jun, James Mouse. 9 * 

Resalved, That Captain Wilcocks, Captain Shee, and 
Captain Cadwallader, be* raquired to purses as many 
Fils as el be thought necessary for tho uso of the Gun~ 
smiths employed in the service of this Province. 

Tho following Ordor was handed this Committea by 
Mr, Memse, which was endorsed by the Chairman, and 
delivered Messis. Mease and Caldwell: 

" Congross-Chambor, Deaomber 28, 1776, 

“Genrunnen: Please to pay to the Committee of Safety 
of Pennsylvania, cight thousand dollars, for the use of the 
Battalion of Continental Troops in this city, the said Gom- 
mittee to be uccountable for the expenditure of the vsdid 
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ny 
sum. I am, gentlemen, your most obediént, humble ser- 
vant, Joun Hancock, President. 
“To Michael Hillegas and George Clymer, Esqrs., Trea~ 
surerg,” 

Colonel Cadwallader and Mr, Lowell, fiom the Com- 
mittee appointed to confer with Morgan Bustead, on the 
establishment of a Foundry for casting Cannon, report, that 
Bustead desires further time to consider of the matter. 

Therefore, Resolved, That he be desired to attend this 
Board to-morrow, at eleven o'clock, in order to give his 
definitive answer, whether he will or will not engage in 
that sei yice, 


Saturday, Decembor 30, 1775. 

Ata meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present— 

John Nivon, Chairman, Thomas Wharton, Jun., George 
Clymer, Robert White, Owen Biddle, James Mease, 
John Cadwallader. Daniel Roberdeau, James Biddle, Jo- 
seph Reed, 

Morgan Bustead attended, agreeable to a Resolve of 
yesterday, and promised to deliver in his Proposals for cast- 
ing Cannon, to this Board, on Monday noxt. 

Resolved, That Colonel Reed, Mr, Mease, and Mr, 
Owen Biddle, wait on the Naval Committee of Congiess, 
and obtain of them an Order for all the Russia Sheeting 
which is not already appropiinted to their particular uso. 

Resolved, That Mr. James Biddle wait on the Com- 
mittee of Inspaction and Obscivation, and request they 
would furnish this Board with a patticular account of the 
gods in their possession, the propeity of Joshua Isher 
& Sons, 

By order of the Board, Mr. Whitehead was directed to 
Aischarge David Owen from his confinement. 

The Congiess sent the following Resolyes, which are 
directed to be entered on the Minutes of this Board: 

2 “In Congress, Decombor 21, 1775, 

“ Resolved, That forty Tron Pots be povided for the 
Soldieis while in the Bauncks near Philadelphia, 

“That the Commissioned Officcis of each Company 
be allowed, avery weck, a quatter of a cord of Llickory 
Wood, or other Wood in proportion. 

"That there be provided, for the Battalion raised in 
Pennsylyanta, one hundred Uaversacks, a Camp Kettle 
for avery six mon, a Tormmhawk, a Cayteen, Cartouch 
Box, Knapsack, and two Bolts for each man. 

That « Coat of ‘uniform be provided for each Soldier, 
and that, what the Coat costs, more than the Hunting Shirt 
(value one dollar thirty-three and a third cents) that was 
to be given them, be deducted from their wayes. 

“That the said Battalion be paid one month’s pay, as 
soon us may ba; that, afterwards, thoy :ecoive, montlly, 
half month’s pay, only, until so much is retained as will 
amount to the moncy advanced for their Pire-Arms, Cloth- 
ing, &c.3 after which, they shall receive thoir full pay, 
monthly. 

« That it be recommended to tho Committee of Safety 
of Ponnsylvania, to provide Arms for the three Companies 
that are ordered to march, and, also, to provide the aiticlos 
ordered above for (He use of the said Battalion, with Diums, 
Colours, and Fifes. 

“December 26, 1775,—Resolved, That the Battalion 
raised in Pennsylvania be supplied with Gun-Brushes, 
Prickers, Double Worms, Screw Drivers, and Oil; and 
that it be recommended to the Committee of Safety for 
he said Colony to provide the same. 

. December 28, 11775.—That an Order be drawn on the 

‘easurers, in favour of the Committee of Safety of Penn- 
pha pia, for the use of the Battalion saised in said Colo- 
Wat ne Committee to be accountable. (No sun men- 
tioned. % 

* October 12.—The men inlistod to be furnished with a 
Hunting Shirt (rocaseesing one dollar thiity-three and a 
third cents) and a Blanket, provided these can be procured, 
but not to be made patt of the terms of the inlistment. 

October 9.—That eich of the Privates be allowed 
insteud of 1 Bounty, a Felt Hat, a pair of Yarn Stock- 
ings and a pair of Shoes, the men to find their own Arig, 

Extract from the Minutes: ae ; 

Cuantes THomson, Secretary,” 
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Resolved, That Messrs, Mease and Caldwell see the Re- 
solves of Congress, respecting the Battalion therein men» 
tioned, cariied into execution, 

Colonel Reed delivered the Board the following Resolve 
of the Committee of the City and Liberties, which wns 
this day sent to the Committee of Northampton County, 
when they were desired to send down, ns soon as possible, 
the fomteen quaiter-casks of Gunpowder mentioned in said 
Resolve: 

“In Committec, December 19, 1775, 

“Resolved, That Major Bayard, Mr. Dean, Mr, Schlos« 
ser, and Captain Cowperthwatte, o1 any two of them, be a 
Committee to settle the Powder Accounts of the old Com- 
mittee, and receive of the Committee of Safety the pur- 
chase money of fouteen casks of Powder, to be brought 
from Reading. 

“Extract fiom the Minutes of the Committee for the 
City and County of Philadelphia. 

“Ronen 8, Jones, Secretary.” 

Robert Towers, Commissary, makes tho following Re- 
port > 

That ho has received fiom Captain George Ord, six, 
Muskets, valuc, twenty-one pounds ten shillings; fom 
John Pringle, twonty-eight pieces of Holland Duck, and 
sixty-seven pieces of Russia Duck, That ho has delivered 
to Congress, agrecable to the orders of this Board, thir- 
teen handed woight, three quarters, and twenty-seven 
pounds of Lead—iccoived by Captain £adconer 3 twelve 
pounds of Saltpetre, and six Pants of Powder—reetived 
by Captain Lovley. That ho has deliveret! ono pound of 
Powder to tho Pennsylvania Hospital; delivered thirty 
pune of Saltpetro to Halliam Lush, to bo made into 

owder, 

By order of the Board, Latters wero this day wrote to 
the Committees of Lancaster, York, Ciunborland, Borks, 
and Pog tbh Countios, requesting they would collect 
the Arms, belonging to the Provinces, that may be in the 
hands of the people of their respective Counties, and geht 
them to the Board as fust as collected. 

Monday, January 1, 1776, 

In Committeo of Snfety: Prosent— 

Alowander Wilcacks, Chairman, John Nixon, Owen Bile 
dle, George Clymer, Thomas Parton, Jun, John Cale 
twallader, Anthony Wayne, Daniel Roderdaan, Janes Bid- 
le, James Mease, Bees 

Upon application of the Naval Committee of this Com 

ress, this Bomd grant thom permission to engage any 

thiee of the Pilots, in the pay of this Province, to conduct 
tho vessals, belonging to tho Congress, down to ZReody- 
Jsland, and immediatoly aftciwards to roturn to their propor 
stations. 

Mr, Robert Towers, Commissary, is directed to deliver 
fifty stand of Arms to Captain Samuel Nicholls, for tho 
use of tho Congress, 


Upon application of this Board to the Naval Committee 
of Congress, for Russia Shecting, for the use of Colonel 
Bull’s Battalion, this Boad was furnished with an Order 
for forty-five pieces, which was ordered to be delivered to 
Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, or order. 

Upon application of the Naval Committee of Congress, 
that this Board would permit a number of men from the 
Armed Boats to navigate the vessels, belonging to the 
Congress, down to Reedy-Jsland, this Board gave the sfol- 
lowing Order to Captain Dougherty: : 

Six: You are hereby required (o order such a nuinber 
of men to go from on board the armod boats, under your 
command, as may bo negessury to navigate tho yessols, 
belonging to the Congress, down to Eteedy-Jsland ; appoint 
some discreet officer or officers to take tho* 
and to Ining them back by such* ' 
be provided for them by the* 


To Captain Zenry Dougherty. 


Upon application of Capinin Allen Moore, 
Board would indulge him with the liberty of be 
command as Commander of one of the Armé: 
having given his 1easons why his requgst4 


[* Original foHtit] 





§07. 


Resolved, That tho said Capt. Allen Moore have permis- 

sion to resign his command of tho Armed Boat Lfingham. 
Tuosday, January 2, 1776, 

In Committee of Safoty: Present— 

Beryj’n Iranklin, Robert Morris, George Gray, James 
Monse, George Clymer, John Cadwallader, Joseph Reed, 
John Nixon, Owen Biddle, Andrew Allen, Nicholas Faiv- 
lamb, James Biddle, Samuel Miles, Samuel Morris, Ro- 
bert White, Alexander Wilcocks, Hvancis Johnson, Henry 
Wynkoop, Anthony Wayne, Thomas Wharton, Daniel 
Roberdean, Samuel Howell, Rdward Biddle. 

Resolved, That the Board will recommend to tho Con- 
gress two persons for each Field-Oflicer, if the applicrs 
will admit, and that the choice he mudo by ballot. 

Porsuant to a Resolution of Congicss and this Bonrd, 
this Committee proceeded to the choice of a number of 
gentlemen, to be 1ecommended to tho Congress as proper 
persons to be appointed Colonels for the four Battalions 
as now to be raised, when the following gentlomen wero 
agreed upon, and are now recommended to the honourable 

ongress ag suitablo to fill the offices of Colonels, vin: 

Anthony Wayne# - ~ - 28 votes—dth Battalion. 

John Shee, = »~ = - + 28 votos—3d Battalion. 

Arthur St. Clair, + + 28 votes—-2d Battalion. 

Robert Magau, + + + 20 votes—-5ih Buttalion’ 

John Allee, - ~ ~ + ~ IT voles, 

Robert Cadwallader, « 16 votas, 

Daniel Broadhead, - 14 votes, 

Francis Johnson, + ~ ~ 10 votos, 


Wodneaday, January 3, 1776, 


In Committee of Safety: Prasent— 

Benjamin Lranklin, Robert Morris, John Nixon, James 
Meare, Robert White, Alovander Wilcocks, Samucl More 
ris, Juni, Owen Biddle, Daniel Roberdean, Lrancis John- 
son, John Montgomery, Samuel Miles, Samuel Lowell, 
Fleny Wynkoop, Anthony Wayne, Joseph Meed, Nicho- 
las Bairlamb, James Biddle, John Cadwallader, George 
Clymar, George Gray, John Dickinson, Thomas (Wharton, 
ay Edward Biddle, 

p 


on application of the Naval Commies of Congress, 
an order was directed to Robert Lowers, Commissuiy, to 
deliver to their ordor vight hundred Swivel-Shot, 


, : 
Upon bag of the Commissionors and Assessors 
of Bucks County, for some Gunpowder to prove the Gun- 
barrels for tho uso of that County, an Order was ditcoted 
to Mr, Lowers, to deliver four pounds of Powder to tho 
order of John Vandigriff. 


Mr. Robert Towers, Commissary, was divcatad to apply 
‘to,Ms, Dunwich, Blacksmith, for forty-six Firolocks, made 
by him for Chester County, and forty Pivelocks, mude by 
‘him for this County, and to deliver the same to Captain 
uSgmyel Nicholas, for the uso of tho Congross, 


Resolved, That My, Reed, Mr, Cadwallader, and Mr. 
‘Wileocks, he joinod with Mr. Jowell, Mr. Clymer, and 
My. Owen Biddla, 03 1 Committee for appointing proper 
porsons to instruot tho Inhabitants of the diforent Coun- 
ties in the manufacture of Saltpetre, and to do what other 
maticis they may think proper, for the more speedy obtain- 
ing the making of ie necessary article; and to fix upon 
the number of Mandbills to be printed and distributes in 
the Fngiish and German langunges, sotting forth tho pros 
cess of extracting and refining Saltpetie, as published in 
Dunlap's Paper of the 1st instant. 


_ Robert Morris, Eisq., by direction of Congress, acquaints 
thig Board, that they received the recommendation of tha 
eraeceesomen sent up yestorday, as suitable persons to 
fil the offices of Colonels, aud that [thoy wera pleased to 
appdint Arthur St, Clair, Esq., Colonel to the Second 


* tu Commrrren oF Savery, Patapenvitia, January 3, 1775.—Pure 
suant to tho Rogolutions of Congross and this Dow itis Cominitica 
progoadod to Lh choiae ofa numbor of gontlomen, io he yecommonded 
to tho Congress a8 propor porsons Lo ho nppolnted Colonols for the four 
Battalions now to bo raiacd, whon tho foll lowing gonilomon wera agraad 
Upon, and ato naw recommonded fo tho fronowrabla Clongrare, as ault 

* able pergons to fill the offices of Colonole, vis: Anthony Wayne, Esq, 
ESamyel John Atlee, Usy, John Shee, Wag., Arthur St, Clair, Esq, 
wani¢l Broadhead, Esq, Robert Maguu, Bate Lambert Cadwallader, 
4 Olea Johnson, Esq, 
wEix{ract from tho Minutes; 


+ 


Winns Govarr, Secretary, 
4% 


. 
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te 
Battalion, Jolin Sheo, Maqe, Colonel tothe Third Battalion, 
Anthony Wayne, Eesq., Colonel to the Fourth Battalion, 
and Robert Magan, Visq., Colonel to the Fifth Battalion of 
Pennsylvania Troops, to bo raised*] for the Continental 
service, 

Pursuant to a Rosolution [of Congress and this Board, 
this Commitico piocceded to the choino of a numbor of 
gentlemen to be recommandod to tho Congross as persons 
to ba*] appointed Hield-Oniicers for the four Battalions now 
to be raised, when (ho following gentlemen woio agreed 
upon, and now recommondad to the honourable Congréss as 
suitable to fill the offices of Lieutenant-Colonels, viz: 


Lambert Cadwallader,t} ~ + + - * » 21 voles. 
William Allen, - « + < + = + = 20 & 
Francis Johnson, ~ - =~ ~ = = > = 20 & 
Joseph Penrose, - - ~ * « + ~ = 20 
Thomas Hartley, - - - «= - + ~ = 1% © 
William Irvine, <= = = nem 6 9 WH 
Joseph Wood, # = = ~ «= » % = » 19 
Daniel Broadhead, + ~ « - « + «lL & 


At a special meeting of tho Mombars of this Board, 
January 8, 1776, in tho ovening + Present— 

John Nixon, Chairman, Robert Morris, Samuel Lowell, 
Anthony Wayne, Thomas Wharton, Owen Biddle, John 
Montgomery, Daniel Roberdean, Joseph Reed, Andrew 
Allen, James Biddle, Samuel Miles, Robert White, Uen- 
ry Wynkoop, Samuel Morris, Jun., James Mease. 

Robert Morris, Haq, by direction of Congress, delivered 
tho following Rosolvos to this Board, viz: 

“Iu Congreay, January 8, 1776. 

“Resolved, Lhat it be rocommendad to the Commitioe 
of Safoty for Pennsylvania, to sae tho Rosolutions of Con. 
gress, for confining Connolly and his aecomplices in sufo and 
close prison, in Philudelphte, till (he futher orders of Con- 
gress, be carried into execution, 

“Resolved, ‘That it bo recommended to the said Com- 
mittev to take the examination of said Conno?ly and his as- 
sociated. 

Extract from tho Minutes; 

“Cnantes Tomson, Secredary. 

{John Connolly and Allan Cameron, and their sorvants, 
having been brought to this city as persons inimical to tho 
Nbertios of America, were oidered to be confined in close 
prison ; agreeable thereto the following Commitment was 


ate 
issued :*] Commiticn of Safoty, January 4, 1776, 


[You aro roquired to reoaive into your custody Jol 
onnolly and Allan Cameron, and —, ==, thir sev 
vants;*| chargor with treasonable practicas against mori 
ca, and keep thom safely, without pen, ink, or paper, and 
from all intercourse with othor porsons, until disshargad b 
this Board, or the order of the Continental Congress,) ah 
which, this shall be your sufliciont warrant. | at i 
Given undor my hand, and by order of the Committee 
of Safety of the Province of Pennsylvania, 
Jonn Nixon, Chairman, 
To the Keepor of the Jail of tho City of Philadelphia, 
Thuraday, Sonunry 4, V776, 
In Committee of Safety: Prosent— : 
Benjamin Franklin, Robert Morris, John Nivon, James 
Mease, John Montgomery, Nicholas Fairlamb, she 
Biddle, Robert White, Alewander Wileocks, Owen | , 
dle, Honry Wynkoop, Anthony Wayne, Gere: Clyinds, « 
Joseph Reed, George Gray, Samuel Morris, Jon., Jokn 
Cudwallader, Daniel Reberdeau, Samuel Hotvell, Thomas 
Wharton, Samuel Miles, Edward Biddle. 


Resolved, That Captain Henry Dougherty order a pro» 
per Gunrd, fiom the Boats’ Crows, to be fixed at the State. 


te Original mush mutflatod,) 


FIN Comarrris of Savery, Pianeta, January 9, 1776 Pare 
suant lo a Resolution of Congrose and this Board, this Committea 
procovded to tho choice of a numbor of gontlomen, 19 be 1ecommandod 
to Congross as propor feniona to bo appointed Tiold-OMeora for to 
four Buttallong now to bo raised, when the following gontlomen wara 
agrood upon, and are now recommended to the hononrablo Congrosn 
ag puituble to fill the oflices of Lioutonant Colonels, viui Lambert Gad- 
wallader, Joseph Wood, Francis Johnaton, Joseph Penrose, Wilijay Als 
Ten, Thomas Hu tley, Wiltiam Irvine, Daniel Broadhead, 5 5°" 

Extract fiom tho Minutos; » Wraram Govurnr, Sedraldy, 


eee 
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ag 
House, over tho Attillery and Military Stores, and at the 
Powder House. 5 


Upon application of Captain Josiah Harmar, for the 
payment of five Firelocks, purchased by him for tho use 
of his Company, in Colonel Bull’s Battalion, an Order 
was drawn and signed by the Chairman for sixteen pounds, 
ten shillings, on Messis. Mease and Caldwell. 


On motion, Resolved, That Colonel Cadwallader, Mr, 
Wileocks, and Mr. Reed, wait upon Andrew Lliot, Usq., 
and Lord Drummond, and take their parole of honour, that 
they will not give any intelligence of, or correspond with 
any person whatever, on publick affairs, during their stay 
in this City ; and, when they shall leave this place, they 
will give no information of any facts, which have come to 
their knowledge while here, of a publick nature, and be 
prejudicial to the interests of the United Colonies. 

Robert Morris, Eoq,, by diection of Congress, acquaints 
this Boatd, that the} received the recommendation from this 
Board of the eight gentlemen sent up yesterday, as suitable 
persons to fill the Offices of Colonels; and that they wero 
pleased to appoint Lambert Cadwallader Second Licuten- 
ant-Colonel, William Allen Third Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Francis Johnson Fourth Lieutenant-Colonel, and Joseph 
Penrose Fifth Lieutenunt-Colonel, of the four Battalions 
of Pennsylvania Troops, to bo iaised for the Continental 
service, 

Pursuant to a Resolution of Congress and this Board, 
his Committeo proceeded to the choice of a number of 
Delainen, to be recommended to Congress as propor 
fegens to be appointed Field Officers for the four Batta- 
fons nav to be raised, when the following gentlemen wero 
agreed upon, and now i¢commended to the honourable 

ongress, as suitable to fill the Offices of Majors, viz: 

* Joseph Wood, 16 votes, 2, 2, 
George Nagle, - ~ - = = 20 votes, 3, 3. 
Henry Bicker, - 16 votes, 4, 4. 
Nich * 

Jol MePh* 

John Bea * 

James Roy * 


at Filday, January 6, 1776. 

In Commitice of Safety: Presont— 

John Nixon, Samuel Morris, Jun. Thomas Wharton, 
Jun., George Clymer, Francis Johnson; Robert White, 
George Gray, Joseph Reed, Daniel Robordeau, Nicholas 
Fairlamb, Samuel Miles, James Mease, Henry Wynteoop, 
James Biddle, Owen Biddle, John Cadwallader, Samuel 
Howell, Alenander Wilcocks, Anthony Wayne, John 
Montgomery, Edward Biddle, 

Upon application of Captain William Allen, for the 
payment of twenty-eight Fnelocks, hea by him for 
tho uso of hig Company, in Colonel Bull’s Battalion, an 
Ordey was drawn on Messrs, Mease and Caldwell, for ono 
hundyed and six pounds, nine shillings and nine pence, the 
amount of (he same. 

Robert Morris, Fisq,, by direction of Congress, aequaints 
this Board, that they received the recommendation from 
thig ,Bogrd of the efzht gentlemen sent up yesterday as 
suitable persons to All the Offices of Majors; and that they 
were pleased to appoint Joseph Wood Second Major, George 
Nagle Third Major, Nicholas Havssiger, Fifth Major, and 
Henry Bicker Fourth Major, of the foar Battalions of Penn- 
sylvanta Troops, to be raised for the Continental service. 


@ Pursuant toa Resolution of Congress and this Board, 
Filly Commitee proceeded to the choice of a number of 
* Be Haren, to be appointed as Captains for the four Batta- 
lionsnoW to be raised, when the following gentlemen were 
agtead ufion; and to ink agreeably to the numbers affixed 
to theit nates 


a 
John Bontiy, Tohn Lacey, Thomas Byles, 
‘Phomaa Craig; Poter Scull, John Toons, : 
‘William Butler, * CalobNourth, Jolin Spohn, 

John Maller, Slirltophor Shomt,  Nathantol Vansant, 
William West, Atozander Graydon, Jamo# Mooro, 


John Brisben, 
Samuel Benezet, 
Poraifor Frazor, 
Thorhas Robingon, 
‘Walter Sheart, 
Rudolph Bronzer, 


Thonia’ Church, 
Sonuel Watson, 
John Halli ay 
Fredoriak' Yornan, 
Dayid Lionox, * 


Henry Allon, 
Jatnoa Taylor, 
Potor Deckor, 
Joseph Hubley, 
Matthew Dunean’ 


[* Original torn.] 
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Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his having deli- 
vered the following aiticles, on account of the Continental 
Congress, viz: 

Delivered Captain Falconer, 2,400 pounds Grape Shot, 
758 pounds Musket Balls, 242 pounds six-pound Cannon 
Ball, 200 pounds ape ie Cannon Ball, 26 pounds. 
Cross-Bar, Sliding, and Star Shot, 18 pounds Swivel Shot, 
1,000 pounds small Swivel Shot, 88 barrels, 18 half bar- 
rejs, 72 quarter bariels Gunpowder, weight 6,500 pounds. 

36 pounds Salipetre, delivered Dr, Harrison, 

37 Provincial Muskets and 86 Bayonets, 46 Chester 
County Muskets, with Bayonets, delivored Captain Crazg’. 

50 Provincial Muskets, Bayonets, and Scabbards, de- 
livered Captain Samuel Nicholas. 

216 Musket Cartridges, delivered Captain Lubley, 

10 new Muskets and Bayonots received from Captain 
John Cadwallader, and delivered to Captain Samuel Ni-, 
cholas. 

7 Provincial Muskets, delivered to Captain Nicholas, 

200 pounds Musket Ball, delivered to Captain Nicholas. 

J pounds Saltpetre, delivered 1o Captain Loawldy, 

4 quarter bairels Gunpowder, 100 pounds, delivered to 
Captain Reed, 


Saturday, January 6, 1776, 

In Committee of Safety: Prosent— 

George Clymer, Chairman, Samuol Morris, Jun., Ni- 
cholas Fairlab, John Moniganery, James Mease, Sai- 
uel Miles, Thomas Wharton, Juv., Robert White, Alex- 
ander Tilcacks, Joseph Reed, Daniel Roberdeau, Tenry 
Wynkoop, George Gray, James Biddle, Owen Biddle, 
Kdward Biddle, John Nivon, Anthony Wayne, Irancis 
Johnson, Samuel Lowell, John Cadwallader, 


Pursuant to a Resolution of Congress and this Bonrd, 
this Committee proceedad to the choice of a number of 
gentlemen, to be appointed as Liemenants to the four 33 nt« 
talions now to be raised, when the following persons wore 
agreod upon, and to rank agreeably to the numbers affixed 
to their names, viz: 

Josoph Potts, 

John Richardson, 

Aloxandor Johnston, 

Thos, Lloyd Maora, 

Josoph Davonport, 

John Chilton, 


Sanmol Smith, 
Androw Keohlin, 
Adam Beuiin, 
Willian Duvideon, 
William Bird, 
Michnal Kimmlo, 


Samuol Mooro, 
Tninus Christic, 
John Lawianco, 
Jol Clulatlo, 
John Walliamsan, 
Gvorgg Tudor, 


ivan Edwards, Jolin Grora, John Pelostly, 
John Bankson, Jol Rayid Waolpper, Oharles Phil ‘ 
Ban}, Bartholomew, — Robart Willing, Mishnol colton 
Matthow Knox, Dan'l Hroadhvad, Jp, Jolin olin, rey vt 
Jamos R, Reld, John Morgan, ‘oe 


— a 


Monday, Innuary 8, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety: Present—~ 

John Niscon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdaat, Thomas 
Wharton, Jun., Owen Biddle, James Biddle, John Mont- 
gomery, George Clymer, Samuel Howell. 

Upon application of Thomas Millet, for the payment of 
twenty-three Iirelocks, purchased by him for tho use of 
his Company, in Colonel Bulls Battnlion, an Order was 
drawn on Messrs, Mease and Caldwell, Paymastors to said 
Battalion, for seventy-two pounds, six pence, for thé: pay: 
ment of the same, 

Captain Miles and Mr, Wharton being appointed to 
wait on Messrs. Joshua Isher & Sons for a list of the 
goods imported by them, and stored by order of tho Com- 
mittee of Inspection and Observation, report that, they 
called upon those gentlemen, and informed them of. the 
Resolve of this Board, who gave for answer, that they de 
clined giving any such list, having already furnished ‘the 
Committee of Inspection and Observation with one; and, 
notwithstanding it was urged to Messrs. J%shere that ap- 
plication had been made to the Commiltee of Inspection 
and Observation, who suid they had mislaid it, yet they 
persisted in the refusal. 

Upon the Petition of Colonel St, Clair and My, Richart 
Builer, respecting the publick Powder in Westmore) 
County, this Committee 

Resolve, ‘That the Powder now in Westmorelgi 
ty, belonging to this Province, shall still remai 
the property of this Province, and be unt 
the Committee of said County, and petit 


2 ES 
ae 


the defence of the County, + * 
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Pursuant to a Resolution of Congress and this Board, 
this Committee proceeded to the choice of a number of 
gentleman, to bea pointed as Second Lioutonants and 
ensigns to the four Battalions now to be raised, when the 
following persons were agreed upon, and to rank agreeably 
to the numbers aflixed to their names,* vin: 


Jumos Montgomory, John Finley, Tlonry Becker, 
Ezra Bartloaon, ‘Thomas Jonnoy, William Stanly, 
Alex, MoClintock, John Craig, Charles MoLonry, 
‘William ‘Tilton, Richard Colllor, John Woodside, 
Waltor Beckor, Anthow Forrest, Charles C, Bonity, 
Rosa Currio, Honry Epple, John Rudulph, 
John Budd Dunn, Roboit Conelly, Chailon Solis, 


Bonjamin Armitugo, 


Isaac Soiloy, 
Androw Doyor, 


ate bee ‘Thomas Roudo, 


Robort Grogg, 


William Crawford, — Michaol Ryon, Tdward Young. 
William Chambors, Thomas Holland, 

Ensigns, 
Bonjamin Miller, Jamon Hunter, Aloxandor Hall, 
Job Vernon, Joln Savage, Samuol Sehrivor, 
John Honry, Jun, John Hivans, Abol Morris, 
Thomas Park, Isnac Vanhorn, John Walloco, 


John Barclay, 
James Mulloy, 
Mordooal Davia, 
John Dovyor, 
Lov! Grifith, 
Jamos Gibbons, 


Hzokiol Lotte, 
Iorman Stoud, 
Jamos Black, 
Thomas McEntire, 
Jacob Funk, 
TBidward Hoyonden, 
Jnmow Cloyd, 


Jn Congross, January 4, 1776, 
Resolved, Thata filth Battalion be raised in Cumberland 

County, in tho Colony of J’ennsylvania, c, T” 
‘Pursuant to a Resolution of Congross and of this Board, 
this Committeo proceeded to the choice of a numbor of 
rontlemen, to be recommended as propor parsons for Field. 
Micors to the Fifth Battnlion, to bo rnisod in Cumberland 
County, whon the following porsons wore agreod upon and 
now recommended to the honourable Congress ag suitable 
porsons to fill the offices of Colonels, Fieutonant-Coloncls, 
and Majors ; and, at tho same tine, they proceeded to tho 


* Tho following gontlomon aro appointod oflloora in tho four Batta. 
Itons to bo ratvod in this Provinoo, 
Bocond Battalion: Colonel, Arthur St, Clair; Lioutonant Colonol, 
William Allon; Major, Josoph Wood. 
Third Battalion: Colonol, Jolin Shoo; Ltoutonant-Colonol, Lambort 
Cudwallador; Major, Monty Nockor. 
Fourth Battalion: Colonol, Anthony Wayno; Liontonant.Colonol, 
Franola Johnaton 4 Major, Nichola ILnussigor, 
Fifth Battalions Colonol, Robort Magau; Lioutonant.Colonol, Josoph 
Ponroso} Major, Goorgo Nagol, 
Cuptaing, according to rank, who aro not yat nomlnatod to particu. 
Jar Battalions: 
1. John Boatly, 
Q, ‘Thomas Craig, 
8, William Butlor, 
4, John Millor, 
5, William Woat, 


Tool Waiatcoat, 
Jamos MoKoo, 
James O'Yarra, 
John Goneel, 
William Craig, 
William Old, 
Thomas Wallnoo, 


12, John Tavoy, 23 'Thomns Byloa, 
1S, Potor Soull, 24, John Roos, 

14, Onlob Noarth, 25, John Spohn, 

16, Cheistophor Stuart, 26, Nathanlol Vansant, 
16, Alox. rayon, 27, Jautos Mooro, 
6, John Brisban, 17.'fhomus Churoh, 98, Woury Alloa, , 

7 Saninal Bonozot, 18, Samuol Walson, 29, Jamon ‘Laylor, 

8, Poralfor Mraxor, 19, Jumoa Hulings, 80. Potor Docker, 

9. Thomas Robinson, 20. Frodorisk Vornon, 1, Joaopht Mublay, 
10, Rudolph Bunnor, 21, David Lonox, 92, Matthew Dutioan, 


11, Btéphen Bayard, 22, Waltor Stuart, 
1. Blyat Dieutenante, 
ody is Ni Potts, 12,8, Moora, 23. Samuel Sinith, 
«Sh TU Rohardson, 13, Taos Christo, 24, Androw Koohlin, 
. £84 -A.Solingon, Ld. John Kawronce, 25. Adam Botting, 
4, ‘I’, Moora, 15. John Chrlstio, 26, William Davidson, 


8, Joseph Davonport, 16, John Willlamaon, 27, William Bird, 

6, Jolin Chilton, 17%, Goorgo ‘Tudor, 28, M, Kimmol, 

%, Evan Edwards, 18, Jolin Groar, 29, John Priostly, 

8, John Bankson, 19. John D, Wilport, 80, Charlos Philo, 

9, ——— Battholomow, 20, Robort Wilking, 81. Michaol Hoofnageo, 
Me M Knox, . 21, Danio! Broadhead, 32, John Holin, 

Ale TR, Rood, 22, John Morgan, 

. Second Lieutenanie, 

1, Jas, Montgothory, 12, John Finlay, 23, Honry Blokor, Jr, 
2. Bura Bartleson, 18, ‘Thomas Jonnings, 24, William Scandloy, 
3, Alox. MoOlintock, 14, John Craig, 


28. Chatlos Molionry, 
4, William Tilton, 15, Richard Collior, 


26, John Woodside, 
5, Waltor Bickor, 16. Androw Forrost, 27. Charloa Boity, 


6, Rosa Currio, 47, omy Epplo, 28, John Rudolph, 
Hagiohn Budd Dunn, 18. Robert Connolly, 29. Charlos Soltz, 
ye ty Dugard, 19, Tenae Sosly, 30, Bonj, Armitngo, 
a jort Gro; 20,‘Thomas Boudo, 31. Androw Dovor,. 


jeivtlian Crawford, QL. Mishaol Ryan, 32, Edward Young. 


TLeWilliom Ohumbors, 22, Thomas Holland, 


1. Bonjumin Miler, 
2 sea tory! 

38, Aloxander Hall, 

4, Job Vernon, 

5, Jon Honry, 

6, Thomas Parkor, 


Ensigns, 
12, William Old, 
18, ‘Thomas Wallaco, 
14, Tnmos Savage, 
15, John Evans, 
16, Keno Vanhorn, 
‘17, Baekiol Letts, 


23, Jamos Cloyd, 
24, Sannol Shrivor, 
25. Abol Morrie, 
26, John Wallaco, 
27. Jolin Borkloy, 
28. James Maloy, 


% Tool Wosaot, « 18, Harman Stout, 29, Mordecai Davia, 
8, Jamos MoKoo, 19, Jnnies Hine 4 30, John Doyar, 
9. Jamos O'Tarra, 20, Thos, Molitite, 81, Lovi Griffith, 
Pegohn Gansell, 21. Jacob Funk, 282, Jamoa Gibbons, 
+ William Craig, 22, Edward Hovendon, 
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choice of proper persons to bo appointed as Cuptaing, First 
and Second Jicutenants, and Mnsigns, to nid Battalion, 
when the following wera agreed upon, and to rank agree- 
able to the numbers aflixod to their names,* vig: 

12 voles fVilliam Irvine, Colonel ; 8 votes James Irvine. 

11 votes Lhomas Uartley, Licutenant-Colonel ; 8 votes 
Patrick Maxwell. 

11 votes James Dunlap, Major; 8 votes Rdward 
Morton, 


Captaina. 
Daniol Grier, 
Abraham Smith, 
Samuot Hay, 
Joominh | colbert, 
William Rippoo, 
Moses MoCluin, 
James A. Wilson, 
Robort Adaina, 


Second Lhautenante. 
Aloxandor Parkor, 
Samuol MoPhoraon, 
John Aloxandor, 
~~—- MoClolland, 
Hdward Stille, 
Aroh, MoAllistor, Jr. 
John Brooke, Jr. 
Brown, 


Jiteutonanis. 
Willinm Aloxandor, 
Bornard Eioholborger, 
John MoDonnal, 
Robort White, 
William Bratton, 
John MoDanisl, 
Lowis Bush, 
John Grior, 

Ensigna 
Samual Montgomery, William Graham, 
William Nioholny, © William Mullor, 
Robort Hoopa, William Brown, 

Surgeon—Robort Johnson, 


© William Luak, 
“John Murray, 


Adjutant—John Brooke, 
Tuosday, January 9, 1776, 

In Committeo of Safety: Presont— 

George Clymer, Choirman, Jumes Mease, Thomas 
MWharion, Jun,, Samuel Lowell, Samuel Miles, John Cad+ 
wallader, Joseph Reed, Daniel Roberdea, Owen Biddle, 
James Biddle, Samuel Morris, Jun. 


Conformablo to a Rosolution of Congross, that Nathan- 
tel Shaw should havo pormission to lond Flour in this pore 
to the amountof two thousand pounds, this Board requested 
tho Committea of Inspection and Observation to permit 
Thomas and Isaae Wharton to oxport in Flour to tha suid 
amount. 


Resolved, That Mv.Jtced and My. Mease bo appointed 
to wait on tho Conmitteo of Inspection and Observation, 
and request the favour of that Committeo to procure, with 
all possible speed, an invoice or invontory of the goods 
belonging to Messrs. Joshua Masher & Sons, now in the 
stores of snid Commitice, for tho uso of this Board. 


Resolved, That Captain Proctor immadiately goto Fort 
Island, and take undor command the Artillery Company 
stationed thore. 


Resolved, That Robert ‘Powers, Commissary, immedi- 
ately: apply to Colonel Cadwallader for all the Muskets ho 
has to spare, aad deliver thom to Captain Nicholas, taking 
his receipt for tha same. . 


Upon application of Captain Jones, of Colonel Bull's 
Battalion, for the pee of four I'irolocks, pacha by 
him for the uso of his Company in snid Battalion, an Order 
was drawn on Mosers. Adease and Caldwell, for fourteen 
pounds fifteen shillings, being the amount of said Firslocks, 


Resolved, That every Member of this Board, now in 


4 RRCOMMENDATION OF YIREDOFFIONRE VOR MU PHNNAYLVANIA DANTALONG 


Iv Oomarernn oy Sarvey, Paravgnrita, January 0, 1776, 
Pursuant to a rosolution of Congrans and this Bonrd, thie Committag 
provoadod to the choice of a numbor of gontlomon an propor porsond 
for Figld-Ofioos to tho Fifth Buttwlion to bo raisod ik ramberland 
County, whon tho following porsons woro agrood upon, and now re 
commondail to the honourable Congroas, as guittnblo porsons to Ml the 
office of Colonel; Licutonant-Celonol, and Mk lor, Colonola, William 
Irvine, Jamea Irvine, Lfoutonant-Colonols, Laomae Hartley, Patriak 
Mazwell, Majors, James Dunlap, Edward Morton. 
Extract from tho Minutos: Winniam Govert, Secretary, 


Pimnaveceia, January 17, 1776.—The following gontlermno’ i aKa 
choson officers of tho Sixth Battalion of this Proves, See bo 
raisod in York and Cumbe) land Countios, two companios in'tho'fortioy, 
and six in tho latter, 

Colonel, William Irvine; Lioutonant.Colonol, Thomae Harileys 
Major, James Dunlap; Adjittunt, John Brooks, ‘ 


Captains, : 


David Grior, Jormniah Tolbort, Jamon A. Wilson, 


Abraham Smith, William Ripplo, Robort Adams, 
Samuol Way, Mosos MoUlonn, 

° Lieutenants, 
William Aloxandor, Robort Whito, Lowla Baal, 
Bornard Elohicborgor, William Bratton, John Groor, 
Jolin MeDonald, John MeDowell, 


Second Lientenants, ' . 


Aloxandor Parker, ~~~ MoClolland, John Brooks. ‘ 


Samuol McPhorson, Edward Stilo, — Brown, 
John Aloxandor, Aroh, MeCalliator, Jr, ui 
Eneigus, 

Samuel Montgomery, William Millor, Robort Hoops, 


William Nichola, 


Williom Lusk, 
William Graham, 


William Brown, . 
John Murray, mm 


$28 


a 
town, bo desired to attend’a meeting at elght o'clock, pres 
cisely, to-morrow morning, 

Resolved, That Doctor Cadwallader, Doctor Bond, 
Doctor Kuhn, Doctor Rusk, and Doctor Shéppen, Jun, 
he vequested to examine all candidates who shall offer ag 
Surgeons to the different Battalions, and thnt no person be 
appointed by this Board to the office of Surgeon, without 
first obtaining a Certificate of his abilities fiom at least three 
of the above gentlemen, and that they appoint a day for 
examination o8 soon as is convenient, 

Resolued, That Mr. Gray, Chairman of the Committee 
of Philadelphia County, be desired to call together the 
Members of the said Committee, on Wednesday, the 17th 
instant, and that Mr. Hart, Chairman of the Committee 
of Bucks County, be desired to call together the Members 
of that County, on Monday, the 22d instant, at eleven 


.o’clock, on business of the ntmost importance, which will 


be, communicated tg them by a deputation from this Board, 
who will attend the meeting ; and that they be desired im- 
mediately to employ a special Messenger or Messengers, 
for the purpose, at the expense of this Board, and to notify 
to the Board the places of each meeting. 

Wodnosday, Jannary 10, 1776, 

In Committee of Safety: Prosent— 

« Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Daniel 
Roberdean, George Clymer, Sanuel Miles, Chiirman, 
Samuol Morris, Jun., John Montgomery, Samecl Howell, 
Anthony Wayne, John Nivon, John Cadwallader, James 
Biddle, Janes Measc, Robort White. 

4 Rogolved, That the Committee will, on Monday next, 
proceed to the appointment of Second Lieutenants in Col- 
one Bull's Battalion ; and that this Resolve be made pub- 
OKs ; 

' Resolved, That this Committee will, on the 12th Febra~ 
ary next, proceed to the appointment of Chaplains to the 
six Battalions raised in this Province by order of Congress, 

By order of the Board, an Order was drawn on Michael 
Hillegas, Esq, Treasurer to this Board, in favour of John 
Mawwell Nesbitt, Paymaster to tho Boats, or order, for six 
téen hundred Pounds. 

Resolved, That Colonel Miles, Mv, Mease, and Mr. 

Samuel Morris, he a Committeo to inquire for proper 
places to oract Powder Magazines in this Province, and to 
procure plans of the necessary buildings, afd make report 
of the same to this Board. 
* \Reésolved, That Colonel Roberdcat, and Mr. Mease, 
apply to Joshua Fisher § Sons, to know if they will sell 
What goods this Board may have occasion for, for the use 
‘of the pone that they have in the store of the Commit- 
tee of Inspection and Obsorvation. 


Thuraday, January 11, 1776, 


In Committee of Safety: Present— 

John Nixon, Chairman, Anthony Wayne, James Mease, 
John Cadwallader, Daniel Roberdear, Samuel Morris, 
Juu., Samuel Howell, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Nicholas 
Fyiplanb, Owen Biddle, 
wiRefolved, That Mr, Robert Towers, Commissary, em- 
ploy, in the service of this Province, Thomas Truck and 
John Forrest; and that they be allowed each forty-five 
shillings per month, and seven shillings and six pence per 
week for subsistence, 

Pursuant to a Resolution of Congress and of this Board, 
thig, Committee proceeded to the choice of a number of 
gontlamen to be appointed Adjutaats to the Second, Third, 
and Fourth Battalions, now to be raised, when tho follow- 
ingeontl @h wero made choice vf: George Boss, Walter 
Biche oan ‘Thomas Holland, 

Upon application of Colonel Hayne, an Order was drawn 
on Miohae Eilegas, Esq., Trengurer to this Board, in 
favour of the Commissioners and Assossars of Chester 
County, for twenty-saysn pounds, being so much towards 
the payment of Arms,, &¢., for the use of that County, * 
” Doctor Frandlin sent to this’ Board the following Re-' 
solye of Congress, which 1s djregted to be entered on the 


Minutes :of. this Committee, and ‘a:copy thereof’. to:berde- * 


livered to Messrs. Mease and Galdwell, in order to their 
Foonra Series,—Vou. rv. 
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furnishing Colonel Bull's Battalion with such, articles, 
therein sat forth, that are tot already furnished, agreeable 
to a former Resolution of Congress: 

“Jn Congroga, January 10, 1776. 

“Tha following articles to be provided for the First 
Pennsylvania Battalion, under the command of Colonel 
Bull, now under ordeis to march for Canada, viz: 688 
Caps; 688 pairs Mittens; 688 pniis Stockings; 688 pairs 
Leggings ; 688 pairs Shoes; 1200 Shirts; 800 paits Blan- 
kots; 688 Haversacks ; 688 Stings, for Firelocks } 683 
Waistcoats ; 500 pairs Breeches; 64 Pitching-Axes; and 
nine Baggage-Wagons. 

“Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committee 
of Safety of Pennsylvania,’to supply the Pennsylvania 
Battalion with such of the above articles as they have not 
already furnished, agreeable to former Rosolutions of Con- 
gress, and that all the asticles furnished the mon, more than 
those allowed in lieu of bounty, be deducted out of their 
nay. 

Fixtenet fiom the Minutes: 
“Cuanius Tuomson, Secretary.” 

Agreeable to a Resolve of yesterday, Colonel Rober 
deauand Mr. Mease waited on Messrs. INshers, and re- 
port they positively and absolutely refuse to givg any con- 
sent to the sale of their goods, or concur in any way to 
bring about the end proposed. 

Resolved, That application bo made to the Committee 
of the City and Liberties, informing thom that tho articles 
cnumorated at the bottom of the Resolve, are ossentinlly 
necossary for tho public use. That they aro nat to be pra+ 
cured in this City, but from Joshua INsher § Sons, who 
have them in the Committee Store, and have refused to 
disposo of snid goods, or concur in any measures by which 
they bo appropriated to tho uso of the publick. That this 
Committee, therefore, roquest tho Committee of Inspec~ 
tion and Observation will tako such moasmes to proserya 
the undormentioned goods, as the publick interost may re= 
quire, and as they have done in cases of tho like nature, 

(‘Two tons Pig Lead, two bales Russia Shooting, two 
bales Raven’s Duck, one caso Zrish Linen, seven bales Sail 
Cloth.) 


Friday, January 12, 1770, 
In Committeo of Safety: Prosent— 
John Nixon, Chairman, John Montgomery, Anthony 
Wayne, Janes Mease, George Gray, Robert White, Nich» 
olas Fuirlamd, George Clymer, Samuel Howell, Dan en 
Roberdeas, Samuel Morris, Jun., Alewander Wileocks, 
John Cadwallader, ‘ 

Upon application of Captain Jones, for tho paymdnt of 
seven Iirelocks, purchased by him for the use of his Com- 
pany, in Colona! Bull’s Battalion, an Order was drawn for 
twenty-two pounds, fifteen shillings, in his favour, on Messrs, 
Mease and Caldwell, Paymastors to snid Battalion. 

The appointment of the Captains, Licutenants, Ensigns, 
and Adjutants, were this day sont to Congrass, by Colonel , 
Wayne, 

Thomas Detvees's Account against the Congress for the 
soldiers, Lioutenant Syme and Dusoui Campbell, confingd 
in Jail by order of Congress, up to tho Sth instant, were 
cortified by the Chairman to be just, amounting in the 
whole to eight pounds seven pence half-penny, 

In consequence of the Resolution of Congress of the 2d 
instant, handed to this Board: 4 

Resolved, That Colonel Roberdeau and Mr, Clymer be 
a Committee to procure copies of all the Petitlons, Mamo- 
linls, and Romonstrances, which have been by this Colony 
presented to tho ‘Throne, or either House of Parliament, 
since the yenr 1762; and, also, of the Answors, if any 
were given to thei, in ordor to Iay them before Congress, 
and this Committes are to forward any other business that 
may be recommended to this Board, in the other Roso» 
lutions of Congress accompanying the above, of the, Si 
instant. é 

Resolved, That Mr. Reed, Mr, Mease, and Mra 
be a Committee to meet the Commitlee of Insti 
Observation of Philadelphia County, ut Chaff 
Wednesday next, at 11 o'clock, 7a, 


“oi 3, 
Resolved, That Christopher, Cartdly bedi ise 
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inmptisonmont upon condition that ho pays his fees, and im- 
mediately departs the Coatinent; and that Leonard Snow 
den be enlarged on paying foes, and giving his parole that 
his future conduct shall not bo inimical to the merican 

cause. 

Resolved, That Colonel Roberdeau, Mr, Gray, and Mr, 
Owen Biddle, be » Committea to procure and got made 
jn the bost and most speedy manner, twenty-five Grubbing 
Joes, one hundred and fifty Picks, five hundied -Shovols, 
ona hundrad Spades, one hundred Pitching-Axos, and ono 
thousand Pikos, filly Wheolbarrows, and ono hundred and 
fifty Mandbarrows, 

Letters wero wrote to tho Commissioners and Assossors 
of each County, respecting the Arms, &¢., to bo provided 
by thein agreeable to a Resolve of Assembly of the 80th 
dune last, and to the Committees of tho dierent Counties, 

axcopt those of Festmoreland, Northunberland, and Bed- 
pana respecting the manufactme of Saltpetro, and tho 
mode of receiving and paying for the same. 

Robert Lowers, Commissary, reports his haying received 
tho following aiticles into store, &e., vin: 

65 pounds Sultpetro, from tho manufactory of this City; 
66 pounda Saltpeire, from ditto; 86 Steol Ramrods, from 
William Brown; 2 cwt. 3 gr. of sill Shot, fiom Owen 
Biddle ; 24 pounds Saltpetro, from My, Peale, for which ho 
gave ten ounces of Powder, aod nine shillings, four pence 
balfspenny, in cash ; 66 pounds Shot, from Juhn Scotton, 
at thirty-eight shillings per hundred woights his having 
delivered four pounds of Powdor to Mrs Veaudegrig’ for 
tho Commissioners and Assessors of Sucks County. 

Sutmday, January 19, 1776, 

In Committeo of Safoty: Presont— 

Semel Lowell, Chairman, Veartel Roberdeaut, James 
Biddle, James Mease, George Clymer, Samuel Morris, 
Jun, Dhomas MPharion, Jun, Owen Biddle, John Cad- 
tonllader, 


Captain Andrew Caldwell having hoon appliod to, to tako 
the command of the Fleet in the service of this Province, 
and consenting thereto, it Is 

Resolved, That he, the snid Andrew Cadwallader bo, 
ani ha is, horaby, appointed Commander-in-chief, or Come 
mandor of all the Aimed Vossals in tho sorvico of this 
Province, 

Resolved, That a porson be appointed second in com- 
mand of tho Armed Vessels in tho sorvico of this Pro- 
vince, 


Thomas Apty moduced his Account for furnishing twon- 
ty-four men, prisoners confined by Congross, with Provisions 
to this day, amounting to forty-ono pounds, two shillings 
and threa pence, which was certified by the Chairman to 
be juat, and directed to the Committos of Accounts of 
Cohgress. 
~ Mr. Owen Biddle having produced an Account for sun- 
avy articles supplied the Saltpetio Works of this Province, 
by order of tho Board, an Oider was drawn in his favour, 
on the Committee of Accounts of this Board, for seventy- 
eight pounds, fivo shillings and six pence, being tho amount 
of said Account. 

Resolved, That this Board pay Thomas Dewees the Jail 
exjienses of Leonard Snowden, he being incapable of 
doing its 

Mr. Clymer, by desire of this Board, npplied to Mr. John 
MeNval, to know if it would be agresable to him to enter 
into the service of this Province, in the character of an 
Engineor, 

In consequence of which Mr. AcNeal ncquaints this 
Bast “by Lettor, that his bad state of health prevents his 
tcteplfce of the appointment, but will do every thing in 
his power'ftoin time to time for tha service of the Pro. 


£ 


vinée, without any feo, 
: Monday, January 15, 1776. 
In Committee of Safety: Pyosont—~ 
John Nixon, Chairman, Samuel Howell, James Biddle, 
Owen Biddle, George Clymer, Alexander Wileocks, Jo- 
; nh Reed, John Cadwallader, Daniel Roberdeau, James 
lense. 


ne. Mease having delivered an Order‘ of Congress to 
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this Board, of which the following is a copy, it was, by 
order of tho Board, endorsed by the Chairman, and deli- 
vored to Mossrs. Mease and Caldwell, for tho uses thorein 
montioned, vizi 
“Philadolphin, Janumy 11, 1776. 

“Gpnzunmin: Ploaso to pay to the Commitiee oi 
Safety of Pennsyleania, six thousand dollars for the use oi 
the Battalion in this City, the said Committee to bo ad 
countable for the expenditure of said sum, 

“7 am gentlemen, your most obediont servant, 

Jonn Tancocn, President, 
“ Michael Lillogas and George Clynor, Esquives, Trea 
sures.” 

By order of the Bonrd, an Order was drawn on Michaei 
Tlillegas, Visq., in favour of John Nixon, Lhomas Whar. 
ton, Jun, an James Mease, the Committeo of Accounts, 
for fivo thousand pounds, and signed by tho Chairman, 

Ordered, That Mv. John Ross boalivected tomfurnish, 
immediately, a reaun af the number of man now in the 
service of this Proyinee on hoard tho Armed Boats. 


Pursuant to a Rosolve of Congioss, that tho Battalions 
raised in this Provines in the Continental sorvico, should 
have a Second Licutenant to each Companys this Board 
went into the choieo of cight gentlemen ag propar persons 
to be appointed Second Ligutenants in Colonel Bull's Bat« 
talion, when the following gentlomon were made choice of: 
1, Rogror Stayner, 2 George Jenkins, 8. Christian Stad- 
dle, 4. Amos IVilkinson, 6. John Ellis, 8. Samuel Tolbert, 
4, Peter Gosner, 8, John Cohey 

Yuoaday, Jumunry 16, 1776, 

In Committee of Safety: Prosunt— 

John Nivon, Chairman, Thomas TPharion, Jang Dan- 
tel Hoberdeat, John Catwallader, Anthony Wayne, Jamel 
Biddle, Samuel Mowell, Owen Biddle, Janes Mease, 


Hesolved, Vhat Doctor Robert Johnson, recommended 
by Doctors Thomas Cadwallader, Uhomas Boni, Adan 
Kulu, and Hiltiam Shinpen, Jun., according to a forme 
Rosolvo of this Board, is hereby appointed Surgean to tite 
Filth, or Colonel Villian Irwin's Battalion, to be raised by 
order of tha Congress. 

Tho honourable Continental Congress having recom: 
mended Chaplains to bo appointed to tho Battalions to be 
raised in this Provinoo, for the service of the Untied Colo. 
mes, ‘i * 

Resolved, That tho Rov. Danie? Me Calla bo appoint- 
ad Chaplain to tho First, or Colonel Budl’s Battalion. 


Upon jal of Joseph Mow, Vey. by ordar of the 
Board, an Ordor was drawn on Michael Qillogas, Hsq., in 
his fivour, for five hundred pounds, 

Upon application of Captain Mar, for tho paymont of 
twonty-two Firelocks, purchased by him for the use ofhig 
Company, in Colonel J3u/?’s Battation, on Order was drawn 
on Mossrs. Merse and Caldwell, in his {uvour, for saventy. 
nine pounds, eloven shillings, boing the amount of sald 
Firelocks. 


My. Morris, hy direction of Congress, delivered the fol» 
lowing Resolve of Congress to this Board, a copy of which 
was dalivared to Robert Towers, with orders to see the 
same carried into execution: 

“In Congross, January 8, 1778, 

“ Resolved, That it be recommended to the Com thee 
of Snfoty of Pennsylvania to send five hundred aut of 
Powder to tho Colony of Pirginia, for the” use of the 
Hie to hoe employed in, the Counties of dccomack and 

orthampton. 

s Extract from the Minutes: 

“Cuantus Tomson, Secredary,? 

Robert Towers, Coramissary, roports his having received 
th following articles ita storo: 

Two hundred and fifty pounds Powdor, from Oswell 
Eve; sixteon now Muskets, from John Nicholson; cight 
gy Muskets, from Lewis Prahi; nincteon half barrels, 

one hundred and ninety-five quarter barrels Gunpow- 
der, weight, five thousand eight hundred and tweuty-five 
pounds, received from Pelatiah Webster, for account of th 
Continental Congress, That he has doliveraditd Onplalt 
Falconer, on account of Congress, eighty quariersbarrela, 


SLT 


» 
two thousand pounds; ho bas delivered to the Delegates of 
New-Jersey, by order of Congress, eight quarter barrels, 
two hundred pounds, 


Resolved, That the Powder Committee be empowered 
to continue their endeavours to import Powder; and that 
they have power to assure the value of the vessels employ- 
ed in this service, if they find it necessary, at the risk of 
the Province. 


Wodnosday, January 17, 1776, 

In Committee of Safety: Present— 

John Nixon, Chairman, Henry Wynkoop, James Bid- 
dle, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Daniel Roberdeau, John Cad- 
wallader, Anthony Wayne, Francis Johnson, James Mease, 
Alexander Wilcocks. 


Upon motion of Mr, Thomas Wharton, one of the Com- 
mittee for importingeand procuring of Powder, Arins, &c., 
for the Use of this Province, 

Resolved, ‘That they, the said Committee, load the Brig 
Dolphin, Captain Prole, with the produce of this Colony, 
for the purpose of procuring the said articles fom foreign 
ports; and that the following Certificate be issued, viz: 

This is to certify, that Messrs, Robert Morris and Tho- 
mas Wharton, Jun., have permission to load the Brig Dol- 
ghin, Captain Prole, with the produce of those Colonics, 
the same being for account of this Province, ugrecable to a 
resolve of the honourable the Congress, dated the 26th 
October, 1775. 

Resolved, hat the following Adveatisement bo publish- 
ed in tho different Newspapers of this City, viz: 

“Such persons ag are willing to orect Powdor-Mills in this 
Province, within fifty miles distance of this City, are desired 
to apply to the Committee of Safety, who will lend them 
‘money on security, if required, for that purpose, and givo 
them other encouragements. 

Resolued, That Colonel Wayne, Colonel Johnson, Mr. 
Bartholomew, and Mr. Reiley, be a Committee to oxamino 
that the Fielocks, Cartridge-Boxes, Knopsncks, &c., as 
ordered by Assembly to be provided by Chester County, 
are made agreeable to the said order of Assembly, and to 
the patterns delivered the Commissioners and Assessors of 
said County, and make return of the same to this Board, 

Upon application of Captain Josiah Harmar, for the pay- 
ment of oleven Firelocks, purchased by him for the use of 
his Company, in Colonel Bull’s Battalion, an Order was 
drawn on Menara, Mekse and Caldwell, for twenty-three 
pounds, twelve shillings and six pence, being the amount of 
the same. 

Resolved, That Joseph Fou, Esq., advance to Gouger, 
Dunwick & Kinder, threo men employed by him in making 
Fire-Arms, for the use of this Province, fily pounds cach, 
for which they are to deliver thirty-five stand of Arms, with- 
out receiving ed payment; and Mr, J’ow is directed to take 
their separate obligations. 

Resolved, That Major Samuel Meredith and Captain 
Richard Peters, Jun., be appointed in the place of Colo- 
nel Shee and Colonel Cadwallader, who ,with Captain 
Wileocks, were authorized by this Board to contract for 
die thousand Fireldcks and Bayonets. 


Thursday, January 18, 1776, 
In Committee of Safety: Present—~ 
John Niwon, Chairman, Robert White, John Cadwal- 
lader, Owen Biddle, Thomas Wharton, James Biddle, 
Anthony Wayne, Samuel Howell, Daniel Roberdeau, 
James Mease, Francis Johnson. * « 
. Mr. Alegander Hall, having delivered his appointment 
as “ori Dnsign to one of the Companies in the four Batta- 
Hons how to be raised by order of Congiess, this Boud 
proceeded to the choice of another gentleman as a fit yfer- 
son to supply his place, when Mr, Joseph Standley was 
agreed ta be appointed. 
This Committee being informed by Congress, through 
wAndrew Allen, lisq., that there was some dispute about the 
“@glassing the Field-Officers, upon inquiry, do find that there 
ds some small difference between Colonel St, Glatr and 
Colonel Wayne respecting the artangement of their Majors, 
ated herefore, 


Pe 
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Resolved, That Nicholas Haussiger bo a niet Major 
to Colonel Wayne's Battalion, and Joseph I ‘ood bo Major 


to Colonal S%, Olair’s Battalion. : 


Whereas, it appears by a Report from the Committee of 
Inspection and Observation of the City of Philadelphia, that 
they have, without effect, taken every peaceable measure 
in their power to obtain certain goods belonging to Messrs. 
Joshua Fisher & Sons, now in the store of the said Com- 
mittee, and applied for by this Board for the publick service, 
and it appearing to this Committee that the said goods, 
consisting of Sail-Cloth, Lead, Russia Sheeting, Raven's 
Duck, Linens, Red Serge, White Lead and Spanish 
Brown, are essentially necessary for the publick service, it is 

Resolved, That the said Committee of Inspection and 
Observation, deliver said goods to Thomas Lawrence, ven 
due master, to be immediately sold at publick venduo, that 
this Committee may have an opportunity of purchasing 
them for the publick soivice, and that this Committee will 
pay for the same, or be answerable for tho payment when 
required. 

Doctor John Smith being biought to this Cily by Cape 
tain Shryock, as a peison inimical to tho liberties of Ame- 
rica, was, by oder of the Board, committed to prison, 
agrecable to the following Commitment, viz: 

Wheieas, Doctor John Smith stands chaged befoe this 
Board with practices inimieal to the liberties of America, 
these are to authorize and require you to receive into your 
custody the said Doctor John Smith, and him safely and 
closely keop confined, without admitting any person to 
speak with, or have access to him, unless by special oder 
from tho honourable tho Continental Congress, or this 
Board, and without pen, inlk, and paper, until ha bo dis 
charged by tho said Congress, or this Commitice, And 
hereof you are not to fail, at your peril. 

By order of the Commitico: 

Jonun Nixon, Chairman. 


To the Keeper of the Jnil of the City and County of Pai» 
ladelphia, 


Ordered, That John ElalZ bo authorized to purchase 
halfa ton of Bar-fion, for Lewis rahi, for making Gun- 
Baniels, and draw upon this Committee for tha amount, 

Robert Lowers roporis his having receivett and deliver- 
od tho following articles: Seven hundred weight of Shot, 
received fiom Lhomas Smith ; one hundred weight receive 
ed fiom Metre Bacter, cash ono pound sighteen shillings 5 
ten half-barrels Powder, woight five hundred pounds, sent 
to Virginia, by order of Congress, which Powder is the 
property of the Congress: two pounds of powder delivered 

r. Wynkoop, of Bucks County. 
Friday, January 19, 1776, 

Ata meeting of the Committe of Safety: Prosent— 

John Nixon, Chairman, James Biddle, Daniel Rober- 
deau, George Clymer, Thomas IVharton, Jun. Samuel 
Howell, Nicholas Fairland, Jancs Mease. 


Resolved, That Mr, Samuel Howell purchase tho whole 
quantity of Bross that Mr. Amos Strettle may have for 
sale, and order it into the hands of the Commissary. *° - 

Colonel Roberdeau and Mr. Clymer, a Committee ap 
pointed to procure copies of all the Petitions, Memorials, 
and Remonstrances, which have been by tha Colony pre- _ 
sented to the Throne, or cither House of Parliament, since 
the year seventeen hundied and sixty-two, and, also, thd 
answers, if any, that wete given to them, report three Be- 
titions to the King, viz: One of June 6, 1766; one of Saps 
tember 22,1768; and onoof March 5, 17713 one Patition 
to the Tlouse of Lords, dated September 22, 1768; also, 
two Petitions to the House of Commons, dated January 
14, 1766, and September 22, 1768; and thet they aro 
informed by the Clark of Assembly of this Provinee, tha 
no answer has been given to oither of the above-mentiong 


Petitions. 
Clymer and Colonel Roberd 


“g 







Resolved, That Mr. 
wait upon the Congress, with the above-mentioned oo 
of Petitions,* + 8 

* In Commirree or Savery, Puravesrata, Jani 

Colonel Roberdeat and Mi, Clymer, a Committediappein! aie i E 

cure coplos of all tho Potitione, Momoriale, and-Rofft as palhiot 


havo hoon by this Colony-presontod to the thr héritioyso of 
Parljamont, neo tho your 1782, andalerth Adety| that wore 





§19 


Doctor Jonathan Potts having sent to this City twenty 
Provincial Muskets, accompanied with his account of sun+ 
dry repairs made by tho diferent people who he collected 

-thom from, and which he applies for the payment of, 

Resolved, That an order bo drawn on the Treasurer of 
this Board for tho same, 

Which order was accordingly drawn, in favour of said 


{von to tom, report threo Patitions lo the King, viz: Ono of June G, 
fran ano of September 22, 1768; and ono of Mureh 5, 1771; ono 
Patition to tho ‘tlouso of Lorda, dated September 22, 1768; nlgo, two 
Potitions to tho Touso of Commons, datod Janzary 14, 1766, and Sep. 
tember 22, 1768; und that thay aro informed by tha Clork of Asrom. 
bly of this Provineo, that no Answer has boon given to vithor of the 
abovo-mcntionad Petitions. 

Resolved, That Mr. Clymer and Coloncl Roberdeau wait upon tho 
Congrosa with tho above.montlonod copiva of Petitions, 

Extract from tho Minutes: Witaaass Govitr, Secretary. 


Zo the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 


The Adidvess of the Reynesentatives of the Vyeemon of the Province of 
Pennsvtvanra, in General Aggombly met. 

Most Gnactous Soviuntan: Woe, your Majoaty's dutiful, loyal, and 
fulthful subjocts, tho Roprosontutives of the Frucmon of tha Provineo 
of Pennsylvania, in Genoral Asgombly mot, under a deop senae of your 
Majesty's mont condeaconsion and justice, bog lonve to rondor to your 
Majeaty our unfelgnod thanks for your most gracious assont to tho act 
ropoaling tho law granting cortnin Stamp dutios in America, Tho 
prternul concorn for the wolfitro wd prosperity of all: your Majostyty 
subjocts, however romoto, which your Mujosty hag domonalratod on 
thiu vory importout ocension, aannot fail ol! fixing in thy honrts of the 
good poople of this Provinces the moat inviolublo affuotion unt loyully 
fo your Royal poison and Goysrnment, and oxaiting their sincerest 

rayors for the Jong coutinuunge of your Majesty on tho ‘Chrono of 
Trade extensive dominions, whose liappinces and glory have been tho 
Invariablo objvcts of your auio nnd allontion, 

Tho agstiritce whieh your Majesty has hovn plonsod to givo us, of 
(your approbation of the dutiftl huhavlour of tha Provinces of Penn. 
ayluania, amidst tho too provalling distructiona which hayo agitated tho 
othar Golonion,” Wits ouy breaste with aontiments of tho most roapoct- 
fd gratitude, and domatuls ony warmest thanks. ‘Chis inatanco of your 
Mojoaty’s vondogconsion nnd goodnyss must ong ge tho pouplo wo 
roptonont to continuo to rocommond thomaolyon atill further, by thoir 
dutiful bohaylour, to your Royal favour and protection. 

Wo humbly ontroat your Majoaty will furthor pormit ua to ombraco 
this opportunity of oxpressing tho high senso wo ontortein of tho justioo 
antl tonderness of your Parllamont, who, tendy to hour and considor 
tho aggrivvancos of your Mujoatys subjoota, havo, upon a just ropro. 
nontation of tho unhappy ciroumstances of your Coloniow, manifeatadl 
thofr good divpositions and Jonity to us in our lato itetrossod situn. 


tion, 

, Fully gonsiblo how much tho happinose of your poople doponds on a 
porfoot harmony and connection bolwoon Great Britain and hor Colo. 
Nios, Wo apatite your Majoaty, that no caro or ondenyours ahall bo want. 
ing, on our part, to Pramas and ostablish that union of affections and 
intorosta so cusontial to tho wolfara of both, and to prosorya that loy. 
alty and aftvolion to your Majcaty’s porson anid Govornmont, which wo 
esteem to bo ong of thoir first and most important dutice, 

Siyned, by oidor of tho Hottac, Josrrit Vox, Speaker, 


June 8, 1766, 


A truo copy from tho Journals: 
Gnants Moons, Clerk of Assembly, 


To the King's Most Bacellene Majoaty. 


The Petition of tha Representatives of tha Freamen of the Provinee o, 
: v Dunnerivanta, anogt Aumbly ghowath ? . v 

Thot wo, your Majosty'a falthful aubjoota, tho Roprosontutivos of tho 
Fedewon of Pennsylvania, in Gonoral Assombly mot, humbly ask por. 
roldalon to offer to your Royal wisdom our dutiful supplloations, 

n out last Putitlon to your Majost, WO prayodd roliet of a grievanag 
whe tho good peoplo of this Provingo suftyrad, by dutlos being im. 
poured upon thom by nat of Parliammont, for the aole purpose of ralatng a. 
revenue) tnd, Lhough that act hna boon reponlod, a4 to part of those 
{nxos, yot tho dutioa on ‘Toa, and other ontunerated goods not mado in 
Great Britain, but from thonoo oxporlod to (hese Colonics, aro atill 
rotainod, with intont, na wo havo gront ronson to foar, of ostablishing 
| roby A procedont for roponting auoh taxationa upon us horonflor, 

‘btw iyo lose tho possgasion of our property, and the title to the ro. 
miindg? becomes oxlromoly procarious; for, as wo cannot, from our 
situation bo, in any mannor, reproaontod in Parliantont, your Royal 
wisdom will poroolyo, that we can eal! nothing our own which othorg 
aganmo a right to talco from us without our congont, 

Tho aggriovanco atill continuing, notwithstanding tho Into roponl, 
our coniitenea in your Majesty's tranecendont goodnoss inducos ug to 
hopo, that, through your gragione interposition, wo may yot oblain 
todyoas, 

“If we attempted to promote innovatlons, wo might desorvo conauro, 
Wesonly ondoayour to nvoid thom, Wo presumo not to request tho 
Geant,of any now right in our fayour, nor fay diminution of tie Royal 
Prerogative, but only to bo rostorad to that which wo constantly, til of 
lato; anjoyod: tho invaluablo, oxalusivo privilogo of domonsteating our 
Affeatjon for onr Savarelgn, and our daly to his Goyermnont, ae hones 
toforo, ‘hy voluntary gifla of our prapaity to him. ‘This privilege, 
ropoutedly reoognisad by your Majesty, and former Kings and Parlin. 
nionts, dur anoostors thitnsinilted faviolalo to ud; wo pogaessod it with. 
ont abnsa, und hove lest it withdut offones ; for, wo beg loaye to assure 
your Majesty, that nono of your subjoots aro, or ont bo, moro affos. 
tidnatoly nnd firmly attachod to your Majosty’s porson, family, and 
Govoramont, than your faithtil poople.the inhabitants of Penneyl. 
wania 
+, Most gracious Sovorsign s Rally sonfiling that your Majesty will 
alwaya snake tho prosorvation of tho sonetitutional Fights of your sub. 
deetitsprincipal object of your attontion, and thot your Royal disposi. 
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t 
Potis,on Michael Tillegas, Wsq., Trensurar, for filty-tio 
pounds, five shillings and three penco. 

Resolved, Vhat tho Committee appointed to view Lat» 
berty-Island, repair, ng saov as tho season will admit, to 
that place, with Doetor Rittenhouse, Robert: Smith, and 
John MeNeal, und determine on, and lay out, such work 
as they shall think suflicient to defend it; and that thosa 


tion dolights in tho froodom and happinosa of your pooplo, wo moat 
humbly and onrnestly implore your Majesty, by your Royal nuthority, 
influonoo, and recommendation, Lo proctiro us roliof from tho grioyanco 
now most icspootfally roprasanted, 
Signed, by order of the [Louso, 
Pinsapusenta, March 6, 1771. 


A trua copy from tho Journals 
Cuantca Moonn, Clerk of Assembly. 


Josnvit Carroway, Speaker, 


Ho tha Right Honourable the Lorde, Spiritual and Lomporal, in Pav. 
Hamant assembled, 


The Petition af the Representatives of the Tfeoney, of the Provinee of 
Ponnuvivanna, in Assembly met, hunbly showaths 

That your potiGonora approbond, wheneyor measures aro pursed 
Inconsintont with tha yrinciplos of Uhat frealom on whieh the Jt iter 
Constitution fe founded, it cannot ba Chought improper to male appl. 
cation for vedvors Lo your Lorduhips, the horoditary guardian of Mts 
tish liborty, und, thoretora, thoy beg love to vopresont ta your Lordultipa 
tho following aggrinyanee, whigh groutly affeota Ils Rinjonty's moat 
frithfal American subjects, and lo imploia your conourrence with tho 
otlior branchou of the Jhitish logiolatiro, in yolloving thom from. thelr 
progont dintrous. 

That tho puaplo of thy Provineo, gratofully voneiblo of your Tord. 
ships’ windom and justion, My tho vopoal of tho lato aot of “Pailiamant 
Imposing Stamp duties in america, wore led to hopo, that, ht all future 
imo, thay should ojoy the rlyht of granting aida fo tho Qrown by 
doprosuntatives Constitutionally ohovon by thomsolvon, 'I'hut, giantly 
diguppolnted In this expoctation, thoy Aid another acl, pasaud in tho 
apyonth your of hte pregont Majoatyts volgn, Imposing naw dutiea on thy 
people ob Amertea, tor tho purposa of raising a rovonue, aquully ab. 
voralyo of thia right, and tonding to rendor thelr proporly meal prog. 
vous and inavauro, 

Your potitionora humbly concoivo, that it ia assontial to the Libor. 
Ues of Baglishnen Unt no laws con bo made to take away thors 
proporty without thofr consent, Upon this equitable pringiplo, tho 
woourily of tho aubjoot’s caluto, whothor in Cho motor vounlry or the 
Colaniva, ix most juutly forndod; nor can Jr itish frecdam, or publivk 
Happiness, without it, any whore oxiat, Funee, tho pooplo of this Pra. 
vinco, by thelr Represonintives iu Agyombly, havo ever uxerolaad tly 
power of dion of thelr own property; tnd, whenever reqnisiiona 

havo buon imudo by Hie Majoaty, or hin Roynt prodocosagrs, for tho 
dofonce of America, thay havo moat aheerfully, and liberally, grantod 
thelr {ul proportion of aids for that important purpose. this powoy 
boing founded on tho Constitution of tla Goyernmont of the Piovines, 
and haying often rucoived the suction of tho Crown, and full approba. 
tion of tha Bvitleh Purlinmont, your potitionors hopo your Lal Du 
will not think any ronsons suficlent to doprlyo Hs hiajaiy' Talli 
subjects, in thie Colony, ofa priviloge #o oasential lo thor souurity and 
happinows, ‘“hoy, thovofore, humbly piay your Lordships to tuko the 
promisos Into your soitous considuration and that you will also ho 
Plonsad to prrgue such mogsuros as you dal! in your wiadom, Uituls 
moat proper, lo rolivvo thon: und Uo“ pooplo they reprodunt fiom Uo 
ngrioviancn comphtined of, 
ignod, hy ordor af tho House, 


Pascamnsinia, Soptombcy 98, 1768, 


A. true copy from tho Journnts: 
Cuansna Moonn, Clerk of Assonibly. 


doar Cannoway, Speakers 


Lo tha Honourablo tha Knights, Citivons, and Burgoraes of pean 
Barwa, in Parlianent arvonbleds cra 


Tho Patition of the Repreaontatives of the Freamen of tha Pravlnac af 
Dunnayivania, in Cloneral Assembly met, most humbly showeths 
That, taking ino thot moat avrions consideration the stututa poawotl 
in tha fourth your of hls prosont Majonty’s ruign, prohibiting tho fw thor 
oimissiona of Billa of Credit from boing lwwfal tonder in the Colonios 
and stlontivoly woighing tho misohiols whigh must attend the coulintt. 
anoo of tho said stulato; the obsltuctiona to theyrowth and ineronge of 
this young, nnd Intoly flourishing Colony; and tho diminution of ita 
commoroial intercouras with Great Britain which it must necorsarily 
cconsion, wo find ourgulvoa undor tho unhappy noconsity of mating our 
application te your honourable House for a ropoal of tho suid law. 
That it is known, from tho most ovident axporioncs, tht the proven, 
and incroaso of this Provingo hag baon, In i grant hoaanta, ooalnlgnett 
by the moderato suns of papor menoy which fiom timo to timd haya boyn 
omittod, by and under tho dircotion of ile legislative suthority. That be. 
fore theao amissions woro mado, tho progrogs of tho Oolony, in ils wanlth 
an sottlemont, laboured undor tho groatest diMoully, and prooooded in 
ita course by dogroou ulinost imporcoptible. ‘Tho inhabitints boing 
undor & nogessily, from tho wan€ of a modium of commorag, to nogo« 
Hato a groat part of Uroir business and traflick in tho tuconvontont inode 
of barter and commutation; but, that, upon striking the first Billa of 
Crodit, this disadvantageous method of commorce wan soon laid naldot 
corftragls mullipliod ; personal und roal calates ruso to thelr propor 
valtto; our mumbors ineroased s trado heaamo axtondad and the aatiles 
mont of Lie country proceeded with moro rapidity that tho most san. 
guino oxpoctations could suggest; and thet tho samo happyand forbu 
nate offecta haye over flowed fram tho further omissions alt yapor Billa 
of rodit, in proportion to tho sums omitted, without Lhe loast incgny 
nioney or prejudice to the morchants of Great Britala or the pooner 
Ye nb 


a 
this Provinea, t 
umonts can bo novossary, to proyo Up 





That wo apprehend no ayy 
eommorco cannot bo carrriod to any bonoficint oxtont, without a 
por medium of circulating cash, destitute of whieli, thd trido of 
Colony must, ino short timo, bo confined to the roatrlotug Map 


grolte.the Honourable 
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gentlemen employ such persons as may bo necessary, to 


complete said Works, agreeable to the Report of the Com- 
mittee appointed for that business. 


Resolved, That the Commodore be directed to cause 
four hundred Seamen and Landsmen immediately to be 
recruited, for the services of the Armed Boats, and other 
Naval Equipments, on the same terms the other men wore 
rajsed, 

Upon application of Captain William Jenkins, for the 


bartor among oursalves, and the commoretal intercourse with @reat 
Britain be groatly diminished, to the manifost loss to the mother coun- 
try, and impoyorishment of tho Colony. 

‘That the trade to the foraign ports, from whonco our merchants for. 
morly imported gold and silver, in part of thoir roturns, is offectunlly 
obstracted by the high dutics imposed on tho produce of (hose ports, to 
tho grent detriment of our commerce with Britains and, oven whon 
thogo duties shall bo talon off, tho gold and silver imported will be 
romitted, in dischargo of' tho debts to tho mother country; and, there. 
fore, that we can havo nospormanent medium of commorce, without tho 
liborly ofpomiltingesuek reasonublo quantitios of papor Bills of Crodit 
as may be nocossary for that purposo, 

‘That, by tho policy of tho English laws, tho person of evory debtor 
xemaina o8 oa soourity to his creditor, for the porformanco of tho con. 
tract ond dischargo of tho dobt; and, should tho Loyislaturo of this 
Province bo rostruinad from making paper monoy a awful tondor to 
the oroditor, In discharge of tho body of the debtor, the person of avery 
American is liablo to duress tnd imprigonmont, at the will and ploasura 
of his oreditor, 

Movad by tho aincorost dosiro of promoting and incroaaing tho com. 
morco of our mother country, us woll as that of our particular Pro. 
vinco, wo bog loavo farther to reprosont, that upen this liberty of 
instituting @ propor modium of trade, the futuro importutions of Jh ish 
mianufhetures in a groat mensuro depond; that wo And, trom incontes. 
tablo youshers, und oxperionco, that, at all tines, the importutions ftom 
@reat Britain huyo inovorsod of diminished, in proportion to tho quan. 
tty of thia medium and tho foreign gold and silyor current, ‘Nhat, in tho 

ot ono thougaud raven hundred and aixty, witen the largest aume of 

Filla of Credit and forcign spocia ware olroulating, tho greatest quantity 
of English morohandiso was imported thet has avor boon known, cithor 
before or alnce that poriod, That boforo this timo, ae tho quantity of 
thia modium waa incroagod by tho domand of tho Crown, tho ordorg of 
the Pelfnsyluania morchoula grow larger, and Uie importations from 
Britain also inoronaod. "Chat since this poriod, those importutions 
havo foassonod, in proportion to tho sinking of those Bills of Grodit, and 
the oxportation of our gold and silver to Groat Britain; and that qn 80 
proat a degree na to be oxtiemoly injurious to the mutual commoses 

etwoon our mother country end this Colony. ‘hat in tho said yoar, 
tho Dille of Credit of this Provinco nmounted to moro than five hundred 
thongand pounds, which, by sinking u part annually, is now reducad to 
about two hundred and ninoly-threa thousand, ‘Thut a grout part of 
the bills now curront aro subsorving the purposos of commerea, in tho 
Colonies of New.Jersey and Maryland, boing 1ocoived by thom from a 
full solidity of tho funda upon whieh thoy aro established, ‘Phat tho 
commoreitl interest of tho lust montionad Colony must hayo boon gront 
ly distrossed, without tholr having had, for soma yous pat, no sufll- 
ciont modium of trado of her own, ‘I’bat bofore tho yoar ono thousund 
sovon hundred and soventy.-threo, all the Billa of Srodi, now ourront 
ard dixoated to bo sunk ‘ned dostroyad, by tho laws whigh omitted 
thom, And, with tho gedatost concarn and unaasinogs wo resort it, wo 
Kitys tdieon to fear our commorco with our mothor country will lan« 
guish and expiro with tham. 

That tho finds for onlling in ond sinking theao Bills of Credit, havo 
evor boon formed on tho host acourity ; Lhe roa) and porsonal oatatos of 
nll tho poople in tho Pyovinco boing subjoct to a tax for tho sinking of 
thom, Tho quantity omitted, fiom time to Limo, lina ovor boon so modo- 
rato na lobo gonrooly aufliciont to anawor tho purposes of trado and the 
sottlomont of tho country, ovon whon aidod by pe importations of 
foroin gold and silvor. Tho morchania of Greet Britain have novor 
boon injurad by thoir omission, but, on tho contrary, havo boon groatly 
bonofited and onriohad, ag it onabtod our merchants to oniargo their in. 
portations, and to pay tholr dobts with honour and punctuality, until 
their lato distress, occnsionad by tho reatrictions of thor foroign trade, 
romilting our gold and silyer to England, and tho presont dinsinution of 
tho quantity of (he anid Bills of Crodit, That tho unhappy offeets of this 
diminution of aur papor ourroncy aro, alrondy, most sonsibly felt; tho 
prige of all kinds of labeur is lossonod; tho numbcis of ony poor aro 
ingreaged 5 the value of our ostutes grontly aunt; our todo and im. 
portation from! Britain ovidontly doorensod tho furthor sotilomont of 
tho Provineo is obstructed, and the poopla reduced to tho grontest 
distress, 

Whorafora, your petitioners, deeply affected with a view af tha pro. 
sont and impending calamitiod which threaton Il{s Majesty’s most 
faithful subjects, the good people of the Pravinco, moat ardoutly on- 
ttapt your honourable House, t 
joot of tholy aggriovancea into your sorious and candid consldoration, 
apd grant thom that roliof which must wisa from a roponl of tho seid 

utp, and tho libarty thoroby afforded tho Logislatures of this Pro. 
6, Ot omilting Bills of Crocit ag lawful tondor, in all our Colony 
dobts, ‘front timo to timo, as tho purposes of commoree, tho soltlomont 
of the Colony, and tha nocossition of the Government shull ronsonably 


roquire, 
Bland, Wy ordoy of tho Mouse, * 
January 14, 1186, 


‘A iho copy from the Journals: 
. Cuanues Moone, Olerk of Assembly. 


Jostrn Fox, Speakers 





Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses of Great But- 

« TAIN, in Parliament assembled, 

“Tha Patition of the Representatives of ihe, Freomen of the Province o 
aN, Pensavayania, in dasembly nish humbly dae A . f 
- That your petitionors, faking into thoft serious considbration the aot 

»of Parliamént imposing duties on Hie Majesty's American subjects, for 


wy 
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payment of twenty-six Firelocks, purchased by him for the 
ase of his Company, in Colonel Bull’s Battalion, by 
order of the Board, an Order'was drawn on Messrs, AMease 
and Caldwell, for eighty-cight pounds, four shillings and 
hs feng; in his favour, being the amount of said Fira~ 
lOCKS, 


Agreenble to a recommendation of Congress, this Board 
discharged David Forster from his confinement, he being 
a person confined with others taken with Capt. Campbell. 


tho purposo of raising a Revenue, and concoiving that tho said act is 
injurious to the rights of thoir constituents, as woll us to tha trade and 
commorco of tho British dominions, bog loavo, in tho most respoctful, 
mannor, {0 repiesont those aggriovancos to tho Commons of Great 
Britain, who, thoy trust, over will bo tho faithful guurdians and sup. 
porters of British liberty, : 

In tho lattor ond of the last contury, our ancestors, undor pormission 
of tho Ciown, removed fiom their mothor country and sottled in thie 
distant land, thon a wilderness, ‘Tho motives to nn ontor prise so ardu. 
ous, oxponsivo, und hnzardous, were not only to onlurgo the British 
ompiro, and oxtond its commerce, but lo anjoy that porfoot socurity of 
liborty to which they wero entitled, aa British aubjocts, in their native 
Jand, And, notwithstanding innumerable dangers and diflcultica, 
thoy hayo pooplad and improved the country ito an exlansiyo Colony, 
qithout tho loast oxponso to tho mothor state, whoreby the British 
ompiro hus boun considerably oniar god, ts cominoreo oxtondad, and ile 
woalth und powor groutly incronsod. In this romovat from thoirnativo 
country, the oftects whoroof have so manifestly promoted tho intorcat 
and dignity of tho 2) itish Goyornment, your pelilioners coneolvo thoy 
brought over with thom tho natural and constitutional rights of Jng 
lish subjoots, whioh havo doscondad to, and aro now veatad In thoir pou. 
tority, who hayo, by no act whatovar, forfoitod or surrondorod thom: ong} 
of which is, that no trxos, for tho purpose of revenno, can be logally 
imposed on thom but by voprosontattvas choeon by thomsalvos; a right . 
absolutely necessity to tho Hoourily of their proporly and ostntes, aud, 
doriyod to thom under tho unciont 1 inciplog of the Znglish Govornmont 
and which hug over beon osteemed tho chet pillar and support of alt the 
other privileges, inaainuah ae they approliond they can, with no pro. 
prioty, ho suid to onjoy moro than tho moro shadow of liburty, whit 
othora oxerciaa a powor, whenever thoy plonro, to taka such pals and 
plopottions of their proporty from Uhom ax thoy think propor, without 
tholr congont, In contismation of thia right, a logistative aullority, 
founded on this firat und important principle of Zaglish Uboty, 
oasontial to tho happiness of tho aujocta, was oarly catubliahed in thle 
Proyinoo, under the approbation af tha Crown, ‘This Legislature was 
yosted with full powor not uly to support the intornal Govormmont of- 
tho Provinoo, but of ylving and granting to tholr Soveroign the novos. 
aury aids, whonovor required, for tho goneral soourtly of ila Mojontyte 
dominions, ‘Lo thie Logielaturo roquisitiona hayo buon alwaya mata, 
for that purpose, sineo Lhe ostublishiment of tho presont Governmout, 
particularly in tho Ginos of King William, Quoon Anne, hia Tata mort 
oxcollont Majesty, und our prosont most gracionsa Soveraign, and with 
tho utmost ohcorlutnens and hberality complied with; apart of whieh 
hag hoon, ropentedly, rolmbuod by tho Lr itieh Parliament, 

Under this right, ostabliahed on tho prneiplos of Nugtish Iherty, on 
tho gotttod form of Hholr own Govornmont, and Lio unintorruptod usage 5 
and custom vo ofton rooognisod and dorfirmod by the Sovoralgng, of, 
tho mothor stato, and oven by tho Parliamont iteolf, tha good poopte 
of thia Province havo sottied, and ovtoemed thomeolves happy, In the 
onjoymont of that eacurity of Droporty which Uay conceive to be mont 
essontinl to froodom, (and without wiih thoir othor privilogas oan novor 
bo long supported or maintuinod,) until tho lato aot of Parliamont ims 
posing a Stamp duty on the Colonies, whielt tho luta honourable House 
of Commons, united with the othor branches of the Britt’ Logie 
tura, lag boon ploasod to repent. ‘ 

‘That your potitionora, aflor tho ropoal of that nol, Antiorod thom. 
solvon that Ilia Mujosty's most fuilhtal subjeots in this Province, yo 
labouring under a honvy Toad of dobt, cocarionat by tholr oxoopa in 
granting of aldato the Crown, in tho last war, would, in Miiuro, bo loft” 

in the undisturbed possossion of thin most valuable and important right, 
whioh their Legislutures havo oxorcisad so porfootly to tho sutiafiation 
of tho Britigh Govornmont, and goneral honolit of Ils Majoaty's dum. 
niona, LH, thacofare, gava thom hoxpressible concern Wo obaarya auathar 
aot parsod, in a lato sossion of tho Test Vailiamont, imposing dutios on ~ 
His Majesty's American aubjosts, for tho purposo of-revonus, and rodae 
elug them to tho samo unhappy condition from whiolr, hy the wledoms 
and justioo of tho British Logislaturo, thoy had boon 80 Intoly reliovad 3 
for, wo bog lonve Lo roprosont, that, should tho Patlionont of Great: 
Britain continuo to oxorciss a powor of imposing (axes an His Mujas.* 
ty's subjects who are not, nor can bo, represented in your august House, ; 
their proporty and ostales must become oxtromely precarious, as the! 
enn have no power to judyo of the propricty of those taxo#; no sonal 
tutional choole on tho liborality in granting thom; no opportunity of 
pointing out tho oxsicat moto of imposing and lovying thom, or of, 
oxplaining thole griovango, whon they conceive thoniaclyes injurad mn * 
opprosked, without which it appoars to your potilonora Imporalble for. 
tho most wiso and just Logisluturo to imposo taxos with proprioty and” 
aquily, or with gafoly to tho poople who ara to be afuatod by thom. 

Your potitionore, confiding In the justico of your honourable Rouge, 
and your rttachmont to the pringiplos of liborty, ontront that you would 
bo ploasod Lo tako the rights of Mis Bajosty’s faithful Americun subs, 
jects, oyether with tho said act of Parligmont, under your consldor* 
tion, and grant thom, so far ag ts in your powor, roliof from an aggrlovas 
anco from which the peoplo of Great Britain aro oxomptod, a acntinu«, 
ation whercof, wa four, will create a distinction Uat niet rintugally? 
oconrsion a disunion of intorcst, sentimonts, and affections,’ bot 
them, which, in ita consoquoneo, may ho nttendod withigroy 
nionces and misoltiofs to the trado and commoree of His 
British, a3 well ns American dominions, Van 










Signed, by order of tho [1auso, Joanrs. Gantiowsiy 
Privavgirnsa, September 22, 1768, 


A tro copy from the Journals: 


Guanes Mae 


t 
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Resolved, That Messrs, David Rittenhouse, Andrew 
Doz, Thomas Cuthbert, Daniel Jay, and Benjamin Lar- 
dison, or a majority of them, be ppeiniay, for carrying into 
execution the contract which this Committee haye ontered 
into with Morgan Bustead, for casting Cannon; and they 

‘are, hoeby, authorized to employ a sufliciont number of 
Workmen, and to provide every matcrial necessary for that 
purpose, 

All Orders from said Boud, on our Committeo, of ac- 
counts for the above purposes, shall bo duly paid. 

It is further 

Resolved, That the Cannon Committee, appointed fiom 
this Board heretofore, bo desited to aid and assist the above~ 
mentioned gentlemen, as much as they conveniently can, 
and to explain to them the nature of the contract, the kind 
of Cannon which aie wanted, and of tho plan this Commit- 
teo had in view for prosecuting the said Works. 


Saturday, January 20, 1776, 


In Committee of Safoty: Present-— 

John Nivon, Daniel Roberdeau, Owen Biddle, Thomas 
Wharton, Jun., Samuel Howell, George Clymer, Robert 
White, Anthony Mayne, James Mease, James Biddle. 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his having deliver. 
ed to Captain Falconer, on account of Congress, five hun- 
dred pounds Musket Ball, and two hundred pounds of Lead, 
That ho received from Doctor Potts, of Heading, twonty 
Provincial Muskots, and one Wall-Piece, 

The honourablo the Congiess, sont tha following Ro- 
solve to this Bond, to bo carvied into execution : 

“Yn Congrors, January 17, 1776. 

* Resolved, That tho Colonels of the soveral Battalions 
of Ponasyluanta, be supplied with money for the Recruit. 
ing Sorvice, by tho Committee of att of Pennsylvania, 
and disburse the same to tho several Reoruiting Ofiicors, 
Tho Colonels, and other oflicais, to bo necountable for 
what they shall icceivo; and all aroars they sony fall into 
to be stopped from theit' pay.” 

* Extract from tho Minutes. 

“Cranves Trogon.” 
¥ Resolved, That Messrs. Mease and Caldwell bo appoint 
ed to see the aboye Resolve of Congress carried into exe- 
cufion; and that the following Order fiom Congress, on 
their Paymaster, be delivered them: 
“ Philadolphia, January 20, 1776, 

“Gunrrnuen ; Pleaso to pay to the Committee of Safa. 
ty of Pennsylvania, fitocn thousand Doliais, for the uso of 

tho Battalions in Pennsylvania; tho said Committco to 
account for tho expenditure of tha samo. 

“Tam, gentlemen, your most obedient sorvant, 

“Joun Hanooox, Prestdont, 


WT" Michaol Liegas and George Clymer, Esqrs., Troa- 
> gurera.’? 


4 5 
“Phe above Ordor was this day delivorod to Mossrs, 
Mease and Caldwell, for tho purposes tharoin mentionod, 


Upon application of Colonol Wayne, by order of the 
Board, an Ordey was diawn on Mossrs, Mease and Cald. 
well, in his favour, for ono thousand pounds, being for the 
ue of hig Battalion, to be raised in the Continental ser. 
vise,” 

Upon_application of Captain Dorsey, for the payment 
of ten Firelocks by order of the Board, an Order was 
drawn on Messrs, Mease and Caldwell, for thirty-soven 
pe seven shillings and six pence, being for the use of 
i Company, in Colonel Bull’s Battalion. 

Upon tpplication of Captain Luttar, for tho payment 
otileven Mivelocks, purchased by bim for tho use of his 
Campany, tu Colonel Zxll’s Battalion, an Order was 
drawh Gt wMegsrs, Mease and Caldwell for thirty-four 
pounds, six shillings and three pence, 

Upon application of Colonel Arthur St. Clair, by ardor 
of the Board, an Order was drawn on Messrs. Mease and 
Caldwell, in his favour, fot oné thousand pounds, for the 
use of his Battalion, tobe rajsed jn the servive of the 
Colonies. ‘ 

Ypon application of Lieutenant-Cotonel Joseph Penrose, 
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for a sum of monoy for tho uso of Colonal Magau’s Bat. 
talion, by order of the Board, an Order was drawn on 
Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, for one thousand pounds, for 
the use of said Battalion, 

Agreeablo to the desiie of the Committee of Congress, 
this Board proceeded to tho choice of six gentlomen, to 
be recommended to Congress as propor peisons to be ap~ 

ointod Ensigns to Colonel Jills Battalion ; when the fol 
owing persons woo agreed on: 1, Nicholas Scull, 2, Jo» 
soph Giunway, 3. John duine, 4, John Bryce, 8. Banja 
min Rice, 6. Major FPalbron, 

Resolved, That the number of tho Artillery-Men, in the 
service of this Province, be augmented to one hundied men, 
including non-Commissionad Officers, and a suitable num 
ber of Commissioned Officers appointed thereto, 

Upon application of Colonel Join Shee, for a sum of 
monay for tho use of his Battalion, an Ordor was drawn 
on Messis, MJease and Caldwell, in his &ydar, for dae thou- 
sind pounds, 

Resolved, That My, Mease, Mr, Reed, Mr, James Bid» 
dle, and Mr, FPAarion, be 0 Commitiea to mest the Com» 
inittee of Inspection and Observation of Bess County, on 
Monday noxt, 


Monday, January 22, 1776, 

Inu Committoo of Safoty: Presont—— 

George Clymer, Chairman, Daniel Roberdean, Sanuel 
Howell, Owen Biddle, Samuel Morris, Jun., John Cad- 
wallader, John Nivon. 

Upon appliontion of Captain Warmar, for tho paymont 
of nine Virelocks, purchased by him for tho use of bis 
Company, in the Battalion Jate Colonel Bul?’s, an Order 
was dinwa in his favour, on Messrs. Mease und Caldwell, 
for thirty-one pounds, four shillings and six ponoe. 

Mr, Ross, Mustermaster, agreeable to 1 Resolyo of thig 
Board, made a Retuin of the wen employed on bourd the 
Aimed Boats, which ig as follows, viz: ‘Men in pay, four 
hundred and con 5 of whom aro sick, twenty-five ; of whom 
in Jail, one, 

Agreoable to n recommendation of Congross, this Board 
dischmged tho threo following porsons fiom confinoment, 
who were committed to Jail by order of Congress, vigi 
Daniel Calahan, George Conway, John Reynolds, 

Upon application of Colonel Arthur St. Clair, fora sum 
of money for the use of bis Battalion, to bo raisod in tho 
sorvico of tho United Colonies, by ofdor of tho Board, an 
Order was drawn in bis favour, on Mossrs. Medse and Cald- 
tvell, for ono thousand pounds, 

Resolved, That Mr. Sanuicd Morris, of this Board, Mi, 
Rittenhouse, Mv. McNeal, ad Coptnin Joy, be a Come 
mittee to survoy tho Jersey Shore, from ilingsport to 
Newlown Creek, to delormno what Posts it may be noaod» 
sary to fortify, against tho attempts of an eran who mw 
endeavour to land; to make an estimate of the expensé 
thorcof, and to report to this Board by this day a weok, 


‘Puosday, January 23, 1776. 


In Committee of Safety: Presont—* 
John Nixon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, George Cly- 


‘mer, John Cadwallader, Samuel Howell, George Gray, 


Robert White, James Mease, Owen Biddle, ite 

Whereas, many Officers of the Associntion have pure 
chased Arms, at their own expense, for the use of such 
Associators as are unable to supply themselves, for the de- 
force of this Province: « 

Resolved, That this Commilteo are willing to purchase 
all Arms, purohased by Officers of the Association, in thig 
city, that shal] be approved ag good Arms by the Commis- 
Bay. And the Committee of Inspection, in the sovoral 
Counties, are requested to take propor stops to purchase 
all Arms, purchased as above by any Officars in their rex 
spective Counties, and draw Orders on this Board for the 
payment; and the said Arms shall be put, or remain, in 
the hands of such Associators, in their vespeotive Countiosy 
as aie unable to supply themselves, And the commandé 
ing officers of the several Battalions shall certify the num» 


ber and value of each Firelock to this Gorpini teo5 rand! 
we ote a af > 
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be accountable for the delivery of such Arms, ualess lost 
in actual service, whenever they shall be called upon by 
this Committee or Assembly. 

Wodnosday, January 24, 1776, 

In Committee of Safety: Present—~ 

John Nivon, Chaiman, Daniel Roberdeau, Owen Bid- 
dle, James Biddle, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel How- 
ell, Genrge Clymer, George Gray, 

Upon application af Captain Davis, for the payment of 
five Fiwelocks, purchased by him for the use of his Com- 
pany, in the Battalion late Colonel Bull’s, by order of the 
Board, an Order was diawn in bis fayour,on Messis. Mease 
and Caldwell, for sixteen pounds, seventeen shillings and 
six pence, 

The Congiess having sent down tho following Resolve, 
this Boaid drew up a Purolo, to be signed by Captain 
Campball, whiettt&also as follows, viz: 

“In Congress, January 22, 1776, 

“Resolved, That the Committee of Safety for Pennsyl- 
vania be directed to release Captain Duncan Campbell 
from close confinement, on patole, similar to that taken of 
other Officers who are prisoneis. That Captain Duncan 
Campbell have leava to reside at Lancaster. 

# Jextract from the Minutes: 

“Cuartcs Trosson, Secretary.” 

“J, Duncan Campbell, Captain in tho Regiment of Royal 
Highland Emigrants, now a prisoner in the United Colo- 
nies, being enlarged from confinement, do hereby promise, 
upon the honour of a gentleman, to go to Lancasier, in 
this Province; afer which, I will not go to, or noar, any 
seaport town, nor farther than six miles from my place of 
iets a, without leave from the Continental Congress. 

hat Fwill oarry on no political correspondence, whatever, 
on the subject of the dispute between Great Britain and 
these Colonies, so long as I remain a prisoner, 
“ Duncan Campnrnn.” 
Upon application of Captain PVillis, for the payment of 
two Firelocks, purchased by him for the use of his Com- 
any, in the Battalion late Colonel Bull’s, by oder of the 
joard, an Order was drawn on Messrs. Mease and Cald- 
well, for five pounds ten shillings, being the amount of guid 
Firelocks. 

Resolved, That Leonard Snowdon be discharged from 

his confinement, on his,paying the Jail fees, from the 16th 
instant, 
a Resolved, That My. Peter De Flavon have libeity of 
drawing on John Nixon, and othars, the Committes of Ac- 
counts, for the sum of one hundred pounds, being towards 
Firelocks to be made by Mr. Prahl. 

Upon application of Captain ZZarmar, for the payment 
of five Fivelocks, purchased by him for the uso of his Com- 
pany, in the Battalion Into Colonel Bull’s, by order of the 
Boasd, an Order was drawn on Mossrs. Mease and Cald- 
well; in his fivour, for cighteen pounds, twelve shillings 
and six pence, 


a 


a Be Thursday, Jonuary 25,1776. 


* 
“ Tn Committee of Safety ; Present— 
“ Samuel Howell, Ctinirman, James Mease, Owen Bid- 
dle, Robert White, George Clymer, John Nicon, Thomas 
Wharton, Jun., John Cadwallader, Daniel Roberdean. 


By order of the Board, an O:der was drawo on Messrs, 
Mease and Caldwell, in favour of Captain Jenkins, for 
tiventy-seven pounds, six’ shillings and six pence, beipg 

Bayonets, repairing Firelocks, &c., for his Company, 
i Md Battalion Inte Colonel Byll’s. 

, Th Connie of Safety having resolved to increase 
if number of men in the pay of, and for the defence of 
this Province, Captain Proctor is heraby directed to infist 
seventy Volunteers, who are to be instructed principally in 
the use pnd management of Artillery, but to be embodied 
in such manner, and employed, oocasionally, upon such ser- 
vice, as way be hereafter determined by the said Commit 
tee. ' ha 4 2 oT puss 

eltbeing highly expaiient in dibot a dagheytot our 
affairs to employ a numbdfvaf PewdertMllsyane der to 
ia 7 
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work up into Gunpowder the different materials that may 
be imported from foreign countries, or be procured at hone 
by the publick encouragement lately offered, ; 

Tawa That Major Bayard, Captain Coeperthwaite, 
Cloistopher Laulwig, George Schlosser, and Joseph Woth- 
ered, be desired to consider of proper places to ereot suit- 
able Wonks for the pmpose, or to engage with owners of 
any Mill, or Mills, aliendy erected for other purposes, to 
convert them to the making of Gunpowder, and to make 
repoit of their proceedings to this Board. 


Triday, Jonuary 26, 1776, 

In Committee of Safety: Present— 

John Nixon, Chairman, Samuel Howell, Owen Biddle, 
Thomas Wharton, Jun., James Biddle, George Clymer, 
John Cadwallader, Joseph Reed, Samuel Wharton, Jun., 
Daniel Rober deau, Alexander Wilcocks. 

Upon application of Captain Francis Wade, an Order 
was diawn on tho Committee of Accounts, for thice hun- 
died and fifty pounds in his favour. 

Upon application of Captain Hilliams, for the payment 
of eighteen Frelocks, purchased by him for the use of his 
Company, in the Battalion Inte Colonel Buli’s, an Order 
was drawn on Messis, Mease and Caldwell, in lis favour, 
for sixty-five pounds, two shillings and six pence, 


Colin Hamilton, a porson taken with Captain Campbell, 
ant confined in the Jail of this City, was, by order of thé 
Boaid, dischaged fiom his confinment. 

The following is tho form of an Inlistment to be signed 
hy the Voluntecis, to be inlisted by Captain Proctor, vizs 

We, whose names aio horcunto subscribed, do voluntarily 
agreo to entor in tho service of the Provinces of Pennsylva- 
nid, to be instructed in the uso and managemont of Arti 
lery, cominanded by such officers os now are, or may bo 
hereaftor, appointed by tho Assembly of this Provinee, or 
Committea of Safety; und to be occasionally employed in 
such military duty and sorvice in this, or the adjacont Pro~ 
vinces, or the river Delaware, as the defence of this Pra« 
vinco may heieafter requiie; and for which they shall re- 
ceive the orders of citha: of tho above Boards, 


Robert Towers repouts his having received tho follow~ 
ing uiticles into store, viz: 

Dowt. 8 qrs, 24 Ibs. of Brass received from Amos Strattlo; 
88 pounds Saltpetro, received from Messrs. Biddle, Réjtan« 
house, and De Haven; 7 bales and 80 pieeos of Sail Cloth, 
1 bale of Red Flannol, and 22 pigs of Lead, reqeived from 
Thomas Lawrence, vendua master; 1 bariel, 21 quarter 
barrels, 19 cighth barrels, weight 862% lbs, Gunpowder, 
received from Matthew Aspden, on account of Congrass, 
That ho has delivered 100 pounds Brass lo Samuel Par- 
Kear, 

Upon application of Robert Morris, Esq. for peimis« 
sion to export the produce of these Colonies to the amount 
of a quantity of Powder imported by him, the following 
Certifiente was granted, vizs 

Theso may certify, that Robert Morris, Esq, hag pera 
mission to export in the produce of these Colonies, to the 
amount of two thousand and sixty-fivo pounds, sixtesit 
shillings and seven pence, which sum is the amount of 
Gunpowder imported by him, and sold to this Committee. 

By order of the Committee: 

Joun Nixon, Chatrman 


Saturday, January 27, 1776, 
In Committeo of Safety: Present—~ 
John Nicon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, Gorge 
Clyiner, Samuel Miles, Joseph Reed, Owen Biddle, Tho- 
mas Wharton, Jun., Samuel Howell, Samuel Morris, Jun,, 
John Cadwallader, 


Doctor Smith brought to this City, and confined by ordory 
of Congress, as a person inimical to the liberties of Ames, 
rica, was this day bronght before the Board, and being, 
examined, and found, from his own confession, 
acted an unfliendly part in the present disputé 
Great Britain and these Colonies, was re 

there to remain till the further orders of ¢ ys a8 
Congress. ie eid 
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TO THE PUBLICK. 
Moasanchusatta, January 1, 1776, 

There are two or three questions, which pray tho pub- 
lick would givo their attention unto, viz: In what sonse it 
must be taken, that the King ean do no wrong? What is 

* yebellion in a State? And whother, all things considared, 
itis not the indispensable duty of the United Colonies of 
Amoriea, immediately, to form themselves inte an indo- 
pendont Constitution, oa Republick State? 

As to tho fist of these questions, it has been answered 
by some to this effect, viz; That the King does nothing, 
as King, but by his Ministers, and, therfore, whatever 
wrong is done by the Administration of the King, must be 
athibuted to his Minjsteis, not to him. But, accoiding to 
this, what does the King do, as King? Why, nothing, 
neither right nor wiong. And what ts tho King, but an 
absolute nothing? But ave there not somo Royal acts, 
which aro not properly Ministorial? What are tho Royal 
Chartois to tho American Colonies, but such nets, sooing 
thoy contain the ancred compact between tho King and 
them, by virtue of whieh he is their King, and thoy his 
subjects; and, also, the King’s oth to protect them in tho 
enjoymont of all the rights and privileges of Englishmen, 
and their oath of allegiance to obey him as King? What 


qas tho present King’s coronation onth, to maintain the 
British Constitution of Government and tho Protestant 


yoligion inviolate in his empio, but avother such act? And 
what is tho King’s assent to acts of Pailinment, but x 
Royal act, not Ministerial? And what if tho King should 

ive his Royul assent to an act of Puiliament to ostablish 
‘tho Hrench lawa and tho Popish roligion in (a part of) his 
ampira, would he not violato his coronation onth? And 
would not this bo doing wiong? Or, what if he should 
give his Royal agsont to an act to rigo a revenue on the 

olonies without their consent ; to an act claiming supreme 
authority over the Colonies, to make Jaws binding on them, 
in all cases whatsoever; (o an act to send ships-of-war to 
block up ow harbours, rostrain our trade, put a stop to 
our fishery, and dostioy our sonport towns 5 nod armed 
mon, by Siro and sword, to carry into execution a number 
of nots of Parliament, contrived and framed to deprive the 
Golonies of thei essential and constitutional rights and 
VWbekty? ‘Would ho not break his compnet with, and vio 
late hia Royal faith to, the Colonists? And would not this 
be doing wrong? But, if it be granted (as to Adminis- 
tration) that the King does nothing, but by his servants or 
Ministers, how docs such a distinction between tho King 
und his Ministers, follow fiom thenco, as to infor that, if 
thero is any wrong dono, it must not bo attributed to the 
King, but to his Ministors only? In anciont times, some 
were called good Kings, because they reigned wall, did 
that whiok was right, ruled in rightoousness, Others were 
called wicked Kings, because they did not do tho thing 
thot was right, did evil, onade their peoplo si, orvelly op- 
prassad their subjects; but now, it scems, Kings are neithor 
geod nar wicked, neithor reign woll nor ill, neither do 
What is right nor what is wrong—beonuso they do all by 
their Ministers! And why havo we ‘aonked blame to 
Kings of tho Stuart raco, and pronounced some others of 
blessed memory ? 

But the proposition supposes that Kings do something, 
apdawhat they do, they do VF thoir Ministers ; then, it must 
follow that, whatavor they clo by their Ministers, is to be 
ascribed to them as theit doing. And, if Kings do nothing 
but by their Ministers, then Ministers do nothing, as Min- 
isters, but the Royal pleasure; therefore, if Ministers, ag 
Ministers, do wrong, the King does wrong, because he acts 
by them, and they do his pleasure jn doing wrong. The 
tp y chooses his own Ministers, and they do all his plea- 
abel and, by the character of the men he chooses, and 

yy We mengures pursued in their administiation, we me to 
judge,ard determine whather ho is a good King or a wicked 

ing. If ho chooses none but frionds to the Britteh Con- 
stitution of Gévernment and Protestant religion, mon of wis- 
dom and intogrity; ad, ifall the measures they purstie in 
their administration tond to protect the people in the enjoy~ 
ment of their Jaws, rights, and liberty; to diseguotenante 
vide}; to encourage lenriing, virtue, and industry 3 to tnuih- 
tain the Protestant religion; to inerense the wealth of the 
empire, and diffuse happiness to every part of it; such a 

ad 
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ono is a good King, ho rules in righteousness, But, if he 
chooses such men, only, a8 are onomios to tho British 
Constitution and Jaws, (and tho Protestant religion,) and 
the mensures they puisne in their administration tend to 
doprive the people of their constitutional rights and liber 
ty; tomake the King an absolute despot; to involve the 
empire in confusion, contention, civil war, and bloodshed ; 
to plunge the nation in debt; to protect murderers; to an+ 
courage vice and Popery, and discourage leaning, virtue, 
and industry; such s one is a wicked King. Ile does 
wrong with a high hand, even though he does all by his 
Ministeis. 

But will it not he a more just answer to the question, to 
say, that tho King, by tho Constitution, is a nursing father 
to the peoplo, a protactor of their persons, their rights, 
thoir properties, and privileges? Therefore, bo cannot, ag 
King, do his subjects wrong; he has no constitutional uu« 
thonity to wrong any of them. As chagity worketh no il, 
it cannot do it; it is inconsistent with its nitnre. “Dhat is 
not charity which worketh ill or duoth wrong; 80 it jg ine 
consistent with the constitutional authority or nature of the 
King to do wiong; it is not the constitutional King that 
docs wrong-—that robs the people of choir rights—that de 
stroys their liboity and property, and seeks to make them 
absoluto slavos, No! No! Such a ono fs 0 tyrant, a cli 
racter dinmotrically opposite to that of a constimtional 
King. Thortyrant always coos wrong, by every act of his 
tyranny, whother porformed by himsall immedintely, -or 
hy his Ministers; and he may as really be a tyrant whet 
ho doos all by his Ministers, as whon he makes no uso of 
thom. ‘Chis answer is the senso of tho grand Congress, 
in tha following portinent and compishensive ox pressions, 
as I tako it, viz: Wo view him (i. @. the King) ag tho 
Constitution 1opasents him; that tells us, he can do no 
wiong. ‘Tho ervel and illogal atincks which wo oppose,” 
havo vo foundation in the Royal authority 2? 

As to tho second question, What is rebellion in a Stato? 
Sinco it is cinerea by persons of tha most extgnsive 
knowledge, “that rabalian js n torm undofined and yn+ 
known in tho las,’ 1 shall only attempt to give that iden 
of it which | have concaived by my own private reflections 
upon the nature of things, ‘The being of State or King» 
dom, as a body politick, is founded in the Constitution of 
that Stato or Kingdom. By tho Constitution, all the can» 
stituent parts of the bady politick are bound, in their saver 
ral spheros, like,the head and members of the huinan botly, 
to seek the good of tho whole; ane, when this is the case 
with King and subjects, ruler and ruled, magistrates and 
ieore the body politiok enjoys a well-being, tiko 9 human 

ody ina stato of health. ‘To rebol, literally signifies to 
make or lavy war; and, properly, it signifies, that some of 
the constituent parts of the body politic are becoming. 
inimical to the Constitution, and levy war against the wall- 
being of the Stata. Juiko sickness in a human body, whiolk 
nsanults tho constitution, to destroy tho woll«being of Aha 
body. If any number of tho people oppose tho constitue 
tional Jows of the State, and lovy war against the conatitn= 
tional authority of tho King or mngistiate, they deolaya: 
themselves (o be enomies to the well-being of the Stata, 
and ava guilty of ieballion, So, likewise, if the King os 
magistrate degenorates into a tyrant, ‘robs the poople of 
their constitutional rights, and levies war against thom, 00 ye 
any part of them, he declares himself to be an enomy.te 
the well-being of the Stato, and is guilty of raising. ra 

lion, tending to destroy, not only the well-being, but.ggy 
sential being of the Stato, as much as when a gen, ene, 
seizes nny important momber of tho human od; it 
threatens tho destruction ef the whale body, if the infected 
membor be not immediately amputated, And, in case of 
such v rebellion, tha peaple aro bound, by the Constitu- 
ton, to take up arms, in dofenca of the Stnte, against the 
rehols, and out thom off, and not to sparo the crowned 
head, when found herding a rebellion against the Conatitue' 
tion, for ho js an intostino enemy to the State, Will any 
shy, did not David spare King Sau/, his cnomy, when he 
had an opportunity to have cut off his bend, and contented 
himself with aotivig only on the defensive. Tet such rey 
member, that the reason David gives for it is, becdusé: 
Saul was the Lord’s anointed. Be 
King, nowapn enrth,»to;be, thes 






529 


‘onght to cut off a crowned head as soon as any other, ® 
when it becomes tyrannical, and raises rebellion in the 
State, tending to destroy its well-being. 

As to the third question, Whether, all things consideied, 
it. is not the Indispensable duty of the United Colonies 
of America, immediately to form themselves into an inde- 
pendent Constitution, or a Republick State? 1 must pray 
thgse men of ssachar, the Members of the honourable 
Gontinental Congress, that they have understanding of the 
times, to know what these Colonies ought to do ; to consider 
whether the present time is not the proper nick of time 
for it; whether the concurring circumstances in Divine 
Providence do not make it a present duty for laying a foun- 
dation of the well-being of the Colonies for many genera- 
tions? Many things must be considered, in order to come 
to a determination ; particularly, whether these Colonies 
‘are not broken off from the British empire, by the impei- 
ous, tyrannica ‘usurping claim of the British Parlia- 
ment, with tHe Royal assent to it, of supreme authority 
over the Colonies, to make laws binding on them, in all 
cases whatsoever; and by the grievous laws, and illegal 
attacks made, and cruel exertions put forth, in consequence 
of said claim, which stab, to the very heart, the sacred com- 
pets between the King and tho Colonies, in which their 
allegiance to the King, and anion to the empire are founded ? 
It must also be considered, whether, whilst the United Co- 
dontes have been crying and praying to the King, as chil- 
dron to a father, for redress of grievances, asking only 
for children’s bread, the stipulated rights and privileges 
talyAnglishmen, they have not had in ictuin a stone, a 
‘geRbent,andm scorpion—their potitions refused, themselves 
Medlaredijrebels-—-armed ships and troops sent to kill, de- 
attoy, Jay waste, and:spread desolation, by fire and sword, 

Onesertd| of the-Golonles to the other? It must slso 
‘psrooflgidered; whether, thefe me not grounds to conclude 
that"{l¥*King is obstinately set and resolute, and the Par- 
Tiatnenit determined to pour in troops in battle array against 
the Colonies next Spring, twenty, thirty, or filly thousand, 
or as many as thoy can procure, of Russians, Hanoverians, 
and Irish Catholicks, which, if they do, will be followed 
with much bloodshed, for we will be fiee, or die? Whether 
we ought not to prevent the effusion of human blood as 
much as may be? And, if we should now enter into a 
Republick State, and declare our ports open fora fee trade 
with every nation but that whigh is at wariwith us, whether 
the other nations will not, especially, suclnas suffer by the 
soperation of thage grievous acts of the British Parliament, 
“thebrfully enter into an alliance with us, for the sake of 
serijoying bur trade, which shall put an effectual stop to the 
hostild proceedings of the British Parliament against us? 
It is tine, there are some movings in England; the City of 
London speaks well to the electors. But, what if they 
should proceed to instruct thoir Representatives, remon- 
sstrate, ohd petition for a repeal of all the grievous acts, 
&a,, &c., and all tho towns, cities, &., in Zngland should 
follow their example; it must be considered whethor, in 
this case, we should have the least reason to expect that 
athe Parliament, or the King, would be moved to do any 
thing,.to the purpose, so long as a majority of the Mem- 
bade thg thumb of the Ministry, by virtue of 
‘Miplatarial pension’ or bribes? Whether the Ministers do 
shot know that they will be immediately impeached, and 
their heads in danger, if the Parliament should redress the 
American grievances? ‘They know, by experience, that 
money answers all things, and that they can carry what 
dint thay please in the Parliament by the force of it; and 
‘nothing there will put a stop to their measures and pro- 
. Osedings, but the rousing of the British Lion—the pro- 
*ising’ and betaking themselves (o arms; this would 
“siWe* business! It must, therefore, be considered, 
qvh6(lidFWyevhave any reasonable grounds to expect such 
an eee, will take place in the time of the present sosgjon 
“of Patlinthetit't# dad though the rising of the people is the 
‘Snly probabl¥’ Sepedient for preventing the destruction of 
the Kingdom, ria mg be thor’ grounds to fear that the 
Ministry will, by otd(t} Gilseliootls, and the force of money, 
‘fee ‘the people Yqu! d*-obay LiL! GEBBKGinedom ig de- 
stroyed, and ithe'"G, , 
‘thém 2 What wat 
. Weak to ourselvadice 
posed, dangbrous ? ; ve Bee 
Fourrn Serms—Vor, wv. ~ 
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But, if we should soon’ have intelligence of things m 
England taking such an unexpected turn, as to set on 
foot a negotiation for accommodating mattors between 
Great Britain and tho Colonies, I would, in that cas, 
earnestly entreat the Colonies to take heed, and beware of 
every plan that shall be proposed, to see if it be not caleu-" 
lated to weaken or break the present happy union of the 
Colonies ; or to preserve alive, some way, their claim of 
supreme authority over the Colonies; as the proposal 
would, of dissolving the Colony-States, and uniting them 
all in one state with Great Britain, with liberty to send 
but an inconsiderable number of Representatives to the 
Parliament of Great Britain. As the King and Parlia- 
ment have broken us off from the British empire—drawn 
the sword offensively, and shed much blood, destroyed our 
tiade, fishery, and a number of our seaport towns, and put 
us to infinite trouble and expense; it is hoped these Colo-~ 
nies have wisdom and justice enough, for, and in behalf of 
themselves, not to sit down sntisfied with only a repeal of 
the grievous acts, but insist upon reparation of the damage 
they have done us; and if the Colonies should ever think 
fit {o enter into compacts again with the King of England, 
to become his subjects, by receiving Royal charters from 
him, that they will take care to have the right of choosing 
all thoir officers, of making all their laws, and of disposing 
of all their own property, and taxing themselves only, with- 
out being subject to tho control of any State or Powor on 
earth, whatsoaver, stipulated to them in the most express 
terms. As they have forced us to draw tho sword at do- 
fenco, and make our appeal to Heaven, God forbid that 
we should sheath it again, but on conditions of enjoying tho 
rights and: privileges of men, and of Englishmen, free and 
clear of any control of the British Partinmont, 

Jonannes in rum, 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD DARTMOUTH, SECREY 
TARY OF STATE FOR AMARIOA, 1% 
Phitndolphia, January 1,176.4 

My Lonp: You are the Minister of the American De- 
partment, You have the chaiactor of a roligions man,‘a 
rave virtuo ina modern siatosinin. It has become my duty 
and interest to address you on the present choumstances 
of aflairs in Amorica, 1 know tho Américans well; thair 
strongest and ruling passion wns their affvotion to thie 
mother country; the honour, the glory, of Greataeivath 
they esteemed as their groatest hippiness; a large dition 
of the same affection remains; nothing but Yepedte ajae 
ries and injustice could have lessened it, My Word, froth 
a wanton and avaricious exorciso of power, the Ministry of 
Great Britain have heaped injuries on the hoads of the 
Americans, that no one period of history can parallel, * 

The practice of the Egyptians, in smothering the chll- 
dren of the Israelites in the birth, the swords of Cortez and 
Pizarro, who slew millions of innocebt ‘Meticats attd 
Peruvians, the dreadful famine ought by the Bast-Ind{a 
Company upon the poor Last-Indians, roust all be brought 
Into one scale, to serve as any sort of balance to the syst 
of desolation that you, and your brother epee afte 
meditating, and daily practising, against the-unliapipy séo= 
ple of North-America. . 

The elements, which the Providence of God hath given 
for all his creatures, you have the presumption to deprive 
them of. Fire, sword, famine, and desolation, show the 
vicinity of your fleets and armies; children and servaitts 
are animated to rise and slaughter their benefactors,#No 
species of cruelty, which the witot majiga of min dr devils 
could devise, but are practised eee ae a 

Do you believo in ded, my Lord, and direct these things? 
Do you believe tlint God made America as well as Great 
Britain? If you do, ponder, con’sider well, what answer 
you will give, if you escape punishment in this world, whdn 
you come to be questioned before the Throne of Goi, for 
the destruction you have made of Tlis creatures, the’ we! 
of His hands, to whom he granted life and liberty, of 
air and water, equally as to yourself’; and yot, presi 
ous man, you have dared to counteract His ‘fi¢' 
Have you conscience, my Lord? If youth 
not, for the empire of a thousand ‘world#."b 
mouth! But, my Lord, itis nat Pict [ 
-only, that I write you this heteehy He 


. 
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‘your management, hath oxtonded fer and wide in America ; 
‘battles have been fought, numbers have been slain, and 
prisoners taken on both sides ; the Americans havo in their 

ossession ten forona, and among them many men of rank, 

Prescott, Preston, Stopford, and otheis; thoy aie all 
tieated with tendesness and regaid, while the prisoners you 
have taken, mie troated with severity, onniicd to England 
in hous, there, as it is said, to be tied, and, of couse, con~ 
demned and executed, or, in other words, under form of 
Jaw, murdered | 

My Lord, if there be any thing on eaith, or in Heaven, 
that you respect, avoid that rock, You have Colonel Al- 
ten, Captain Martindale, and somo other prisoners; the 
hour that it is known here that any of those pilsonois aro 
executed, tho prisons hero will bo snciificed—nay, more, 
every English and Scotch adherent; diend, shun, and for- 
aver abandon such muidorous intentious. Phe cries and 
vengennco of all the relations of those whoso hlood shall bo 
shed in this manner, will smmround you ; doath and honor 
will ba your constant companions, and tho torments of the 
dammed, even on earth, will await you. 

My Lord, this is but the beginning of sonows. ‘Tako in 
ood part what I write, Tt is uth, and intended for the 
foneft of Britain and America, 
f Ay Enauisn American, 


ey 


PETITION OF DOCTOR BENJAMIN CILURCH TO CONTINENTAL 
CONQKESS, 


To the Honourable the Members of Congress in Puta 
penruia, Greeting: 


The Petition of Bansammn Crunort, Jin, 
May xt yisasn xour Honouns: 


heteus, your potitioner was put under arrost, in Cam- 
bridge, on the 27th of September last, by his Excellenc: 
General Washington, whero he was confined, a close pri- 
sonet, till tho 16th day of November; and your petitioner 
having inhutited ftom Naturo a feoble constitution, with a 
paitioular tondency to consumption, fiom which, with gront 
dificulty, he escaped with life, a few yonrs past, and has 
begn, compullod to observe tha groutest caution over sinc, 
respdcting his diot, air, and oxcicise ; your petitioner hoing 
precluded, by his severo confinement, from that attention 
necessary to his preservation, was thoro attacked with his 
constitutional complaints: a straightness of tho chest, in- 
Cossant cough, and spitting of blood. 

On tho 16th of November last, may it plane your Tlon- 
ous, your potitioncr was romaved, by order of your on- 
outs, into the Colony of Connecticut, to be further confined, 
and was committed, hy command of his [fonour the Go- 
varnour, and the honouwable Committco, to Norwich Jail, 
in a close, nariow, dark, and nojsome coll; previous to his 

+ bein Todged sherain, asmul] grate (to the total exclusion 
jof light and air) was nailed up, 
sp Paploribilas indead, may it plango your Honoms, has 
bean the event; (0 your petitionor. We had not been im« 
mured in thls receptacle of mnigery but a few hours, when, 
fiom tho weak state of his lungs, and tho corrupt and stage 
nant air of his coll, he bogan to labour for breath, In his 
insupportable distress, which was so great as repentadly to 
, force blood fiom his mouth and nosttils, he enrnosily en- 
+ tteated ils feller to open tho grate, which he declined ching; 
8% jt would bo a breach of his orders, ‘The most violent 
convulsive asthma, with all the unspedkable agonies of 
ginstant strangulation, then took place. 
lie keaper of the prison, being justly alarmed with 
ensinns of the immediate death,of your petitioner, 
: his Honour tho Goyernour, giving him an 
gf shecdistressed and dangerous situation of your 
*Mig Honour compassionately directed the grate 






hot , 

‘ attial; proved but an ineftectual relief, 
as your unhtppy: petitio ney at frequent intervals, by fay 
sand by night, ails ie “Avith the apprehensions of iit 
anediate death ftom’ ins! He lias ip Tied 13. Mss 
Tracey, Rogers, and Purr . Physicians, in the tow 

concur in sentiment, that Helbig ‘ut exerdise, ina lear, 
(plastic air, will eonttibute {S"NfF recov rye 

, , Your petitioner, to obtait ‘the Hibsyapdedy relief, which 

pahg.urgency,of his civcumstances d; presented a peti- 
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tion to tho General Assembly of this ate for that par- 
pose; but the honowable Assembly judged it improper to 
net upon the matter, as tho order of Congress for his con- 
fineinent was absolute, 

This, may it pine: your Wonours, is but an imparfect 
ropresontation of the accumulated distrosses of your misqra- 
ble petitions. Eo most humbly beseeches your Honours 
to havo compassion upon him. Te considors, with min« 
glod giiof and indignation, tho procipitate step ho hag 
taken; but appeals to tho Scarchor of al} Hearts, that the 
lottor, which has proved the unhappy occasion of his suf 
forings, is the only lottor ha over wioate, to go into Boston, 
That offensive latter was designed as a political decay for 
his brothar Fleming; and, however equivocal or absurd it 
may appear to your Honoms, was, indeed, dictated by an 
anxious concern for the distiesses of his country, 

Your potitionor most earnostly entroats your Honours to 
amit him to retire to hig distressed ang necossitous fimi- 
y, in Ziauton, and ho will neavor censa to be grktoful for 

your humanity and clomonay ; and, should he bo so happ 
nga to recover his health, your Honours may be assured, it 
shall be his constant exertions, as it has ever been the first 
wish of his heart, to promote the welfare of his country. 

Your petitioner, may it ploase your Honduts, would 
deprecate that any jenlousy, respecting the integrity of his 
dasigns should possess the since of your Hongurs; but, if 
he should bo so grontly unhappy, he would request your 
Yfonours’ pormission, by tho first Spparaaliy, to leava the 
Continent; but begs leave to plead with your Tonoura, to 
indulge him with an opportunity, by his future endeavours 
hore, to redeem his injured roputation—to approve himsolf 
the samo inflexible friend to the common rights, and to 
conallinto tho ostaom of his worthy countrymen, 

And your patitioner, as in duty bound, shall over PLAY, 


&e. Bensaun Ciuron, Jun 
Norwich Jall, Sanunty 3, 1776, wo. 
A eseanl * $ , 


GOVERNOUR TRUSMULL TO GENERAL sonvbnm OY 
Lobanon, January 1, 1776, 
Sint Lhave to acknowledge your two favours of the 
1th of last month. Captain MeKay is, at prosent, at 
Hartford, He bebaves politely. [believe he is more 
cautious and guarded. The youngor Siene is fled, Gas 
vornour Skene is still at Hartford. Tam sorry, for Ligy 
tenant Ua/sey’»imprudence and misbehaviour. 1 
Tho Continental Congress desifo mo to transmit to you 
the rolls of the companies, in tho thos Connecticut Regi» 
ments, that went in the Northarn depattmont. 1 have given 
the Paymastor-Gonaial some fow rolls that I had by mey 
Colonels Zinman and Waterbury have promised to sond 
me thoir rolls soon, When received, I will tranemit them 
to you. : of toy she ty Bb 
Prosidont Eancook informed mo, that the prisdners 
St, John’s ware to bo sent to this town and Windhnmy, 
not dosirous of their company, and have head of hut Jew 
of them this way. fap 


I am, with proper salutations of ‘this day, your obedient 
humble servant, Jonarntan Trooniut, * 
To the Honourable Major-Gonoral Stauyler, 


ee 


My 


digo 


~ 


* gdVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL wanna 
pei 


th aitira| 


Sim: I received, the 20th of Indt tn ae 
lency’s favour of the 16th, sete (li"o 
aad companies, under the pew avfangenie t, 

bor of men listed antl, at the same ne anather of the 
17th, with fhe-in ijation, from soveral persons, who then 


had lately eqme out of Boston. | return my thanks for 


both, 7 
; By, agcaunts received from the various parts of thy Od- 
lony; the Reeruiting Officers, for the Continental serview, 
have good success in inlisting men, _ 

The Assembly havo granted Chaplains the adie pay 
given last campaign, with the addition of forty shillings, per 
month, each, to enable them to s0pply their uilpit Ree aa 

Brigadier-General Prescott is nob, awivedis Shall, gi 
particular direotionsito prevent hil i 
this Colony. tee & 





jhe ‘oficets 
ith'the num 
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* The 28d, yours of the 14th of December came to hand, 
per Monsicurs Pened and ‘De Pliarne. Every necessary 
assistance, for expediting their Journey, was afforded, with- 
out delay; they set out the next moining, You shall be 
made acquainted with the cxpense incurred on their ac- 
count, when the same is known, 

Thé 28th instant, at evening, our General Assembly 
adjourned, There is great unanimity in our commort 
éause. Amonrig others, they passed an act for raising and 
equipping one-fourth pat of the Militia of this Colony, to 
be forthwith selected by voluntary inlistment, with as many 
other able-bodied, effective men, not included in any Mi- 
litia roll, as are inclined to inlist, to stand in readiness, as 
Minute-Men, for the defence of this, and the rest of the 
United Colonies, with proper encomagement. Another 
act, for restraining and punishing persons who are inimical 
to the libeities of this, and the rest of the United Colonies, 
and for directiggeasndeedings therein, 

No peison to supply the Ministerial army or navy; to 
give intelligence; to inlist, or procure others to inlist in 
their service} to undertake to pilot any of their vessels, or 
in any other ways to aid or assist them, on the penalty of 
forfeiting all his estate, and imprisonment in any of tho jails 
in this Colony, not exceeding three years. No one to 
speak, write, &c,, against the doings of the honourable 
General Congress, or acts of our Assembly, on the penalty 
of being disaimed, and sendered incapable to hold or serve 
ih any office, civil or military; and bo further punished, 
‘aithor by fine, imprisonment, disfranchisoment, or to find 
iiyety of the péace and godd behaviour. 

MAPA GENétsOn of persons who put, or shall continue to 
fe OF 28tbén ‘themselves under the protection of the 
Min sterialt ay of havy, or aid or assist in carrying into 
x lot? thetprésohitMilisterial: measures against dmert- 
cfr CheiPestates to bé seized for the use of the Colony. 
sa Auhesolve to provide, so that“we shall have two armed 
vessels, one of sixteen cartiage-guns, the other fourteen ; 
with a schooner, called the Spy, of four cauriage-guns ; and 
four row-gallies, 

An act to exempt the polls of soldieis fiom taxes, for 
‘the last, and ensuing campaigns, 

Another act, for encouraging tho manufactories of salt- 
‘Hetre and gunpowder. Lope to collect saltpetre, and 
ane a considerable quantity of gunpowder early in 
the Spring. , 

"The furnace, at Middletown, is smelting lead, and likely 
-fougin'iout twenty or tilirty tons. Ore is plenty, 

“apr lodge to faveur tne with-an account of the uantity of 

Tasdi¥dddived fom Crown-Poinf, From thence I received 
vofie hundred andl eighty old gun-bariels, which are fittin, 
tip here, and will make one hundred and fifty stands of goo 
tims. We are put to difficulty for gun-looks, Honring 
that those stands taken in the ordnanco store ship had ench 
a spare lock, thought proper to montion to you, that if it 
be so, whether it may not be well to furnish a number for 
the arms fitting here. 

On the 29th, at evening, I met, at Lartford, on my 
yéturning from the General Assembly, yours of the 28d 
De ae and immediately sent to Captain Wadsworth, 











-ampetsdhiel ployedsdy the Commissary-General, and much 
aoquaintéd, to ¢éé if any blankets could be purchased, and 
found there are none. Many of our new inlisted men, I 
am told, will bring blankets with them, which they get from 
private families, Those lost at the Bun/cor- Lill fight were 
furnished in that manner; and our Minute-Men will supply 
hemselves in that way: that I arn very doubtful of success, 
f.8 tempted. Lieutenant-Colonel Durkee this day men- 
Riis ‘ome your direction to him on this head. Shall Tay 
| @ fore the Committee at our next meoting, 
: ay ‘ig copy of an aot exipowering the Commander- 
+ "to adrhinister an oath. Also, Minutes of the 
or a a ie a reaper ar “ tie ws, 
rtherd pe 0 @ lst of May to the 18th Novem- 
hots 8. nae 7 ‘ ¥ 
og Laremain, with r§th and regard, and with the pro- 
rs r salutations off Yi youtsExcellency’s most obedi- 
a. 


: bi: v 0 ye 2 deh 
eee ams es gly, RympULL. 
: To His Excellency Getter We th dea HR 
P. 8. Enclosed js"d’ copy ofeatetter idm 
‘Wheelock, at Dartmouth College, =“? ' * 


“ 
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Ata General Assembly of the Governour and Compa- 
ay of the Colony of Connecticut, holden at New-EHaven, 
peel order’ of the Governour, on the 14th day of 

ecember, 1775, ’ 

An Act empowering the Commander-in-chief of the Con» 
tinental Army, or Officers commanding a Uetachment, or 
oul-posis, &c., to administer an Oath, : 

Be it enacted, by the Governour, Council, and Repre« 
sentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the autho- 
rity of the same, That the Commander-in-chief of the 
Army raised, or to be raised, by this, and tho rest of the 
United Colonies, or any Officer in the service of the said 

—mited Colonies, commanding any detachment or out-post, 
shall havo power and authority to administer an oath, and 
Swear any peison or persons to the tiuth of any informa- 
tion or intelligence, or any other matters relative to the 
publick service. 

A. true copy of record, examined by 

xorae Wytuys, Secretary, 


Mintdles of the Ordnance taken fiom the Ministerial 
Troops, at the several Northern Posts, from the \st of 
Max to the 18th of Novannen, 1775: ‘ 

No. Size, 

At tho North and South Landings, at 
Lalee-George, ave filly battering 
cannon, 24, 18, 12, and 9-pound- 
ers; among them is ono biass 24- 
pounder, - “ - ~ 50 

On tho Inidge, betwoon Lake-George 
and ‘Zconderog'a, are theo 24- 
poundas, - ~ + = 8 24-pounders, 


At the samo place is one 9-pounder, 1 9-poundor. 
On the flankers, bastions, redoubts, - 1 24~pounder, 
Place of parade, - ~~ + - 8 18-poundors, 


In and about tho streete, “= 12 12-poundors. 
And at the edge of the Lako, at Zi Fr : 


. ' 
conderoga, me = + )-pounders, 
And fifteen G-pounders, - =~ = + 15 — 6-poundora. 
Thore are are also cleven small ficld- 
pieces, ov 4-poundas, = - = + ‘IL 4-pounders. 


nl 


Total, - -= + & 109 cannon. 


On thé bridge, botwegn Tale Gavia 1S datogyinar” 
and Téonderoga, thre Word thibé 1% | yr0% Mons 
very Jarge iron mdrtars, one 12 . = 

Noy 


inches, pnd 18$-inches, and the 

other 16-inches, “oe - 8 mortars, ‘ * 
Just in the edgo of the water at Zi. 

conderogd, weie threo smaller mor- 

tars, ono 6-inches, one 8-inches, and 

the other 8$, or 9-inches,  - - 3 mortars, 


Total, - «© + «© © 6 mortas. 


There was also at Ticonderoga, ono 


~ 8-inch hon howitzer, - = 4] howitzer, 5 
4 ‘ year d tft 

There were, also, six small pieces of ar- bots ae fs 
? : m4 > ape rata 
fillery, some of which wero mounted 
in g sort of frame, called, by some, ' 
French swively = = =~ G6 swivels, 


Artillery employed by Land, and on the Laie, in the singe 
of Sr. Joun’s, ty 
‘No, * Beg’ S384 
By land, thres double-fortified 12- eal 
pounders, » « «= al! 8 "AMpottiidets, 
‘Two 9-pdunders, - =  - +’ 2  9-pouriders, 
Two double-fortified 6-pourders, - * 2  6-pounders, 
Three 4-pounders, §- - ‘-' 8 4-poutidlets, 
a4 ae 


Total by Jand, - = + - -_10 cannom, 


é 
? 











Mortars—one 5-inches, ono 8-inches, 
and one 18-inches; and, on the last 
day of the siege, the three brass 
royals, taken at Chandy, wore used), 
These were excellent mortars, of, Wien 
bout 4, 5, and 54 inches in diamete 

board the aghg onan. 
“ “ 


585 
Two pounders, » - * + 2 pounders, 
And ton sujvel-guns, * = ~ 10 swivels. 
‘On board the sloop Enterprise, two 

brass 6-pounders, - “ - 6-pounders. 
Four iron B-pounders, - - + 4  &-pounders. 
And eleven swival-guns, - «11 swivels. 
On board the gondola Schuyler, one 

double-fortified 12-pounder, . 12-pounder, 
And twelve swivol-guns, ~ + 12 swivels, 


On board tho gondola Lancocie, one 
12-pounder, double-fortified, ~ 1 12-pounder, 
And twelve swivel-guns, - + 12 swivels, 
Total, by water—12 cannon, 45 swivels, 
Total, by land, and on the Lake—Q2 cannon, 6 mortars, 
45 swivels, 


Brass and Iron Ordnance surrendered at Sx. Joun’s, on 
the 2d of Novunner, 1775. 

No. Siz, 

2 24-pounders, 
1 12-pounder. 
4  6-pounders. 
6 — 4-pounders, 
8  8-pounders. 


Two brass 24-poundeis, 
One 12-pounder, - 
Four 6-pounders, 

Five 4-poundors, - 
Light 3-pounders, - 


thas 
raaas 
en ee) 


Total, - ‘ - - - + 20 brags cannon, 


Six iron 9-poundors, - + = 6  9-pounders, 
One 8-pounder, + - » = 1 Spounder, 
Elayon 6-pounders, + - = 11  6-pounders, 
One G-poundor, «= = © = 1 Spounder. 

ne 4«“pounder, =~ . - - 1 4-poundor, 
“Two,S-pounders, - + = ~ 2  8-pounders, 


ee wee pe RD 


Total, 


Total, cannon, biass and iron,  - 42 
Tron moitng, seven, viz: three, five 
anda halfinchos in diameter, = - 
And four, four and twosthird inches 
esindiometer, © es 
Two 8-inch brass howitzers, - ” 
In the citadel, at Montreal, were taken 
ten neat jron cannon, 12 and 9% 
pounders, se = + 10 128 9 pound. 


Iron cannon, 


8 mortars. 


4—7 mortats, 
2 howitzers. 


Tho wholo number of cannon, taken at S¢. John’s and 
Monireal, is fity-two. 

At St. John’s, thare were, when it was surrenderad, pro- 
hably fifty tons of shot and shells, of all kinds; a vast quan- 
tity'of smoke-balls, of quick«match and cannon-cartridges, 
of all sizes, ‘Chore wore three or four largo flour-barrels 
of carmon-cartridgas, filled, and there were about forty 
thousapdmuskot-cartridged, 

i At Montreal, there wore about one ton and a half, or 
two tons, of cannon-balls, 12 and 9-pounders. 

The whole of the Aitillery, taken at the soveral posts, 
is: Total, Cannon, 188; total, Moitais, 19; total, [ow- 
itvars, 8; totul, Swivel-Guns, 51, 
aha | Moly cs 
gah “m3 ft 
ji, GOVERNOUR COOKE.TO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 

« Providence, January 1, 1776, 

Sm: Upon receipt of your Exeellency’s Letter of the 
23d ultimo, I employed two persons to apply to the house- 
keapers in this town, individually, for blankets for the Ar- 

syehey have collected about one hundred and eighty, 

Nt be sent forward this day, It is full as large'a 

niipbar Aa:l expected to procure, considering how we have 

been extidns fed by supplics to vasious parts of the service, 

I sliall'linihedlatély take ntensures for collecting more from 
the gountry fowhs.." em : 

Lrefor your Bxegllenoy to General Lee for the particu 
lars of his expedition to Rhade-Island, which I hope will 
he attended with beneficial consequences to the Coldny. 

[received yours upon the subjeot of reinlisting the Army, 
hut fiom the distressed state of the Colony, aad thé multi- 
plioity of business pressing me, was incapable of giving you 
W gausfacsory; answer; nor can J, at present, do any thing 


eee 
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more than renew my assurances of giving overy assistance 
in my powor to the service, . 
Tam, with trath and cateem, sir, your most obedient and 


most humblo servant, Nicwotas Cooxe: 


To Ilis Excallenoy George IVushington, Esq., General of 
the Armios of tha United Colonics, 

P, §. You will receive by Mr, Coomes Uale, who oar 
rics the blankets, an account of tho cost of them. I shall 
be obliged to your Excellency for giving orders for the pay» 
ment of it to him. By the same conveyance J send you 
a box and basket loft for your Mxcollency by Mr. Ported, 
and tho other Zfrench gentleman who accompanied him. 


JONN SMITH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 

Providonco, Janvary 1, 1776. 
Sm: Agrecable to your desire, to hig Llonour the Gor 
vernour, what blankets could be collecfad "i this fown, are 
now sent you by Mr. Hale, who will give you tho cost of 
them, The number sont is one hundred and eighty-twa. 
Am sorry the number is so small, though believe that a 
uantity might be collected in the country towns jn some 
little time, Uf you think it needful, please to let. mo kaowy 
and J will endeavour to procure them, 4 pad 

Lam, sir, your vory humble servant, yo sy Gyre 


To Ilis lixcellency Genoral Washington. 


end 


DOCTOR MORGAN TO ‘NI PUBLIOX, 
Gonoral LTqspital, at Cambridge, January 1, 1778. 

Impressed with a lively sense of the spirit of patiotism 
which so eminently adorns tho good people of this country, 
the subscribor, who is appointad to the chief diraction of thy 
sick and wounded, thinks it incumbent on him to make 
known the seasonable aid he has lately received from the 
towns of Concord, Bedford, first and second Parighes of 
Sudbury, Acton, Marlborough, Stow and Lincoln, “Phe 
Hospital having, for some tine past, boon in gront want.df 
old linen for bandages, compresses, and lint, or fino tow for 
drossing ; saddlor’s or sole leather, and web, or gartering, for 
tourniquets ; of tape, thread, needles, ping, and othor articles 
ofa like nature; application was made to tho inhabitants of 
the above-named places for a supply, at such pricos ag they, 
thomsel yes, should think sci bler No sooner-wore qr 
wants thus made known to them, than with an alarity and 
zeal truly characteristick of the pedple, the business of cot 
lecting those things was immediately undoitaken by some 
of their Selectmon, and other proper persons, ‘The Clengy, 
in H pdrieled engaged warmly in tho work, ‘To their pioua 
and animated exhortations, from tho sacred desk, may be 
asoribed muah of that Christian charity, and those laudable 
effusions of philanthropy which wore manifested on thisoor 
sasion, and which cannot fail to secure to thoni-tHovest end 
of tho publick, and to reflect a lasting honour on'thiale qitadhe 
ment to tho causo of liberty, and the rights of hamap nhs 
tur, What they could, they furnished with an Ghapating 
hand; offers of pay they nobly rejected, preferring the 
conscious plonsure that arises from deeds of shatity to evdtly 
selfish, sordid giatification that intorest inspites; an ine 
stance of boneyolance worthy of admiration! Neither is its 
importance limited by the intrinsick value of tha donttion’ 
it liolds up a proper example of imitation to othergiva 2%, 

Ever since the first establishment of a Militaryelaepital 
among us, there has been too greata soaroity of thesetessenss 
tial aiticles ; and though the present supply is truly liberal, 
in respect to the numbers who furnished ity yét it§ salutary 
influence cannot be lasting, unless it is still continued from 
other quarters. May we not, therefore, expect a spirit of 
emulation, will be kindled “in every humane braast, and an 
affoctionate goncern to yield all possible assistanes to the 
wonts and distresses of the siok soldiery ? Mon who choore 
fully, and hourly, oxpose their lives for their country’s wel 
fare, and who amidst the dostructive rage of battle, willingly 
encounter danger, in all its shapes, for its dafence, niay) 
surly, challenge the compassion of those who reap tle-wde 
yantage of their courage, without ~ of that risk whtiah tg 
inseparable from it, Can it be onee doubted, thon, whether 
the inhabitants of other plapes will be backward #6 dohtrlet 
bute what need to, cost them xo little; qowhrds’ ta ga 
sufficient store of those articles; tdigddung agaiganisllt 
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apprehensions of further scarcity or want of them? But 
whilst they are of alow price in themselves, yet money 
gannot always purchase them, and from their exceeding 
utility, in cases of need, they become of inestimable value. 
Asit is impracticable for the subscriber to make personal 
application to people at a distance, to furnish a supply of 
what is wanted of this sort for the patients in the [ospital, 
he hopes all printers of the publick news will be pleased to 
igiva this addyess 9 place in their papes. Ile also flatters 
himself, the Committees established in different places, es- 
pecially, in lage towns, will be pleased to set on foot a 
farther collection of such of the articles enumerated, as may 
be most easy for them to procure, especially, ald sheets and 
saft worn linen; and to forward the same to the camp with 
all poe despatch, The expense of conveyanos, if any, 
will be cheerfully paid, and the generous donors may rest 
assured their contributions will be managed with the strictest 
care to prevent wasté, and meet with due acknowledgment 
dkom their tumble servant, Joun Monaan, 


Director General of the Continental Hospital, 
and the chief Physician to the Army. 


N. B. Blankets are greatly wanted for the Hospital ; for 
which a suitable price will be given, if sent to Cambridge. 
Any peisons having blankets to dispose of, who live at a 
distance, if they will be so kind as to send notice thereof 
by the post, mentioning the quality and price of them, 
aball have an immediate answer. 


bs) 
t ont cranes TO WINTHROP SARGENT, AGENT, 


BeswdkAdry fa uw Wood. Quartors, January 1, 3778,* 
tiSnax Yourbelng recommended to his Excollency as a 
{proper porson to transact the business of the several armed 
vessels fitted out, ot to be fitted at the Continental expense, 
will: be pleased to consider what follows as your Instruc- 
‘ons; 

Ast. When any of the Continental vessels put into Cape 
Ann, you are to SUPP, them with such necessaries as are 
absolutely wanting. When any piize is sent in, you are 
without delay to go on board, 1ecoive all the papas on 
pa and tiansmit them, by express, to Head-Quar- 

Orgs 5 
, Qd, You are to muke out an inventory of the eargo, as 
near as you can from tha papers found on board, or infor 
mation: (romathe; Master or Mate of the prizes all possible 
adaypatbatrean: bos takehimust. be used to prevent uny omr 
hevtlenront of tlie, cargo; or of the captain’s, crew's; or 
pasierigars’s private property, which must be given up to 
them, : igen somo extraordinary elrcumstances should 
guise, fo make an alteration of this order necessary. 
« Gd, All sailors belonging to a prize to be detained with 
‘you, or sent to neighbouring towns, where you may think 
them moafe secure, until you receive orders from Hend- 
Quarters for the further disposal of them. 

vdthz All pusoners of whatover rank, or denomination, 
to beiudéited with the utmost humanity and tenderness, 
~» Stha As you are appointed a Continental agent only, if 
‘thevofficers and men choose to appoint an agent for their 
sorigtiirdaoffany, prize taken, they ‘nay do so, in that case 
aye FBG, letimit hin to take a copy of all papers relating 
Jonthe dargoy-and when the vessal is discharged, you must 
give unto-said agent a copy of what was on board. 
+ 6th, Hulls of all vessels taken, with all their appurte- 
nances, to he carefully laid up in a secure: port until further 
orders, 
& ithe Whatever advice you at any time have, respecting 
4p 


‘ 


ifved vessels, or prizes, that's matesinl; you will sdhd 
Gukledd-Quarters by suitable opportunities. 
asiniich as the port of Cape Ann lies conveni- 
SREOBIGutined vessels to run into, when in want of pro- 
visiongpatttd@thér necdsgaries,:you will lay in, on the mest 
feascnitble titi fivelVe burvels of beef, and twelve barrels of 
pork ; twenty baivély of-brend, will be ordered to you from 
“Beverly, wheresa bee tity:is réserved for the use of the 
anmed vessels ;i and, tyou/supply. any vessels with a part 
of these articles, you*irgstosreplace them, so as always to 
keep that quantity onshandy yousntiet take the steward’s 
Feoript for every thing you supply, 02, ct “Pde 
9th, As the harbour of Cape.dnn-is got lookedupon-as 
‘ale (o Jay up any prizes or thelr cargoes, you must, a8 sogn 
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as possible, have such as may be brought in there, aent up 
to Baverly, whera William Bartlett, sq., ia, by his Ex~ 
cellency, appointed an agont, You and Ve. Bartlet most 
agree amongst yourselves about the terms upén which you 
will do business, for each, of this sort, The commission 
allowed to all agents, is two and one-half percent, on sales 
of any prizes, &c,, and the same on the amount of provir 
sions and necessaries supplied the vessels with. 

10th. In making up your accounts, you are to rement- 
ber that the original bills or invoices are to be sant as 
vouchers; that your own account is to be general, and at 
the bottom, an affidavit of the justice of your account, 
This is not done fiom any jenlousy or suspicion, but that 
the utmost satisfaction may be given the country, and that 
all agents may be on the same footing. \ 

You will at all times give the utmost despatch, and if 
any irregularity, misconduct, or negligence in the officers 
of any vessels, you are desired to give immediate informa- 
tion to the General. 

Should any of the vessels unnecessaiily remain in port, 
you are to give orders to the Commander to proceed forth- 
with to sea; should he refuse, you are to demand his rete 
sons, and transmit them to Mead-Quarters. 

By his Excollency’s command, 


EXTRACT OF A LOTTER FROM COLONELS HOWE AND WOOD 
FORD TO THE VIRGINIA CONVENTION, DATED NONYOLIy 
TEN O’OLOCK, ¥ M,, JANUARY 1, L776, 4 
Between three and four o'clock, a severe cannoniadd 

began from all the shipping, under cover of which they 

Innded small parties, and set fire (o the houses on the 

wharves, The wind favoured their design, and we beliove 

the flames will become general. In the confusion which 
they supposed would ensuo, they fiequently aitempted to 

Jand; but this, by the bravery of oyr officers and men, we 

haye hitherto prevented, with only a fow men wounded, on 

our side, and, we persuade ourselves, with a gadd ‘deal, 

loss on theirs. Their effoits, and our oppasition, still gon 

tinue, Wo have stationed ourselves in such a manner ag 

will, we believe, render every thing but burning the houses 

inoffectual, We wait with impatience your further orders, 
: eo 


and are, respectfully, &o. 
vf 
EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM COLONEL Town see 
VIRGINIA “OONVENTION, NATED Nokon, ray AH 
1776. ae 2 
The cannonade of the town began about a quartér dhteg 
three, yesterday, from peer of one hundred pieces of 
citnnon, and continued till near ten, at night, without inter~ 
mission ; it then abated a little, and continued till two, this 
morning, Under cover of their guns they landed, and set fire 
to the town in several places neat the water, though our men 
stiove to prevent them all in their powers but the houses 
near the water being chiefly of wood, they tool fire im~ 
mediately, and the fire spread with amazing ah Mt 
is now become general, and the whole town will, I doubt 
not, be consumed in a day or two. Expecting that théélir 
would throw ug into canfusion, they frequently landéd)'an 
wore every time repulsed, 1 imagino with loss, but with 
what Joss { cannot tell; the burning of the town has made 
several avenues, which yesterday they had not, so that the: 
may now fire with greater effect; the tide is now ring, 
and we expect at high water another cannonade. ag 
[have only to wish it may be ineffectual as the yeti 
we have not one man killed, and but a few (wounded, "I 
cannot enter into the melancholy cousideration. of the wow 
mon qnd children running through 4 crowd of shot to get 
out af the town, some of them with oliildren at theiy 
breasts; a few have, X hens, beer killed; doos it not. call fox 
vengeance, both ftom Ged and man? It is but justice to 
inform you, that I had the ploasue to find every offjog; 
ready to execute orders at a moment's waning, andl 
the men behaved with steadiness and spirit. Colon® 
vens went down at my command, and hended go 
near the water, where he engaged a party whdulfat 
eq, with 2 spirit and conduct of a good office 
friend, Colonel Woodford, it is almost sé 


but T cannot avoid expressing, ik fe 
every: assistance which condye i 









589 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM COLONEL ELLIOT TO COLONEL 
PATRICK HENRY, DATED HAMPTON, JANUARY 5, 1776, 
Enclosed you have the copy of a lettor fiom Colonel 

Woodford to me, datod three o’clock yesterday, since 

which a snow and two small vessels have gone up to Nor- 

Joll, She appeared to have a great many mon on board, 

but was not a vessel of war. ‘Ihere are three others (one 

a brig) in the bay this morning coming up, which Captain 

Barron has just gone to look after, Some little timo after 

my expicss lott forfolle with the enclosed, a vory heavy 

firing began, and continued chiof pait of the night; and a 

considerable fire was discovered theio about dark, which 

continued burning many hous, 
Norfolk, January 4, 1776, throo o'clock, P, M. 
About quarter past three, on Monday aftomoon, the 

Whole floct bogan a heavy cannonado, which Insted soven 
hours, without any intermission, and, indeed, continued, off 
and on, till fast night, since which we have boon toloably 
qnict. Under the fia of their ships, they landed in many 
places, and set fire to tho houses on tho wharves, In these 
‘attempts, many of them, we aro ceitain, wore killed, and 
never failed being repulsed by our people, Wo hed not a 
wah killed, and only five or six woundod, one supposed 
mortally ; and two or threo women and childron aro snid 
to be killed, Providonce certuinly interfered in our favour, 
ox mote ives must have been lost. They onco landed and 
got into the streots with flold-picces, hut wore bent bral 
with loss, qnd no execution done by their firoe Nino« 
tenths of tho town are dostrayod, but the firo is now out, 


Willlameburgh, January &, 1776, 


I hope our countrymen will not bo at all dispirited 
at thé destruction of Norfolk, but sathor rojoico that half 
the mischief our onemics enn do us, is done alrondy. 
They havo destroyed one of tho fist towns in America ; 
and tha only one, except two or three, in Pirginia, 
which carriod on any thing like a trade. We are only 
sharing pat of tho sufferings of our American brethren, 
and can now gloiy in having received ono of the keon~ 
ae pokoa of the onemy, without flinching. They have 
a etlbet worst, and to no other purpose than to harden 
ouy soldjars, and lean them to bear, without dismay, all 
throat formidable operations of a war, catried on by a 
powerful and cruel enemy, to no other purpose than to 

ive tho world speaimens of British cruelty and American 
fortitude, untoss it be to force us to lay aside that childish 
fondnoss for Britain, and that foolish, tame dopendance 
‘on hor, We had borne so long with the oppression of an 
ungenorous restriction of our trado, of a restriction, in 
Pome instances, which scemed calculated morely as badges 
of our subjection, and had boon contented so long with 
ee to purchase commodilics, which they had 


2 4 


fox the purpose of raising a revenuo in America, 

t dlirspatiahoe and moderation served but to encourage 
“hemito Hoses to greater Jongthe. ‘Eo greater lengths 
‘they have proveeded,.as far as the proudest tyrant’s lust of 
despotism, stimulated by cruelty, a rancorous malice, and 
aR infernal spirit: of revenge, could huny them. Tow 
Ah Britain! Could not Britons venture to wage war 
wh i iferibons, till they were told that Americans were 
cowatds-etill they liad disarmed them, or had, as they 
thought, "put jt out of thett power to procure arms; nor 
even then, without the assistance of Roman Catholicks and 
Andians, and endeavouring to raise amongst us a domestick 
“enemy ? Was this like 6 brave and generous nation? If 
they were lost to all tho feelings af Britons, for men con- 
ig for tho support of the Bitésh Constitution—if they 

: eferrhinodd to conquer America, why did they not 
allen pia ke Britons? Why meanly run about to the 
difteien ‘Owets of Exrope, entreating them not to nssist 
Mads, Why, ay ta.0 every baso and inhuman strata- 
gory anda i avage war, unknown amongst civilized 
nations ye wlto St ds hoard of Carleton’, Con- 
‘nolly’s and Duninoré’s Hol pgainst us, eagnot butivallow 
that they must have ood quthonzed by a highet power ; 
d whoever believes this, % sorb Wish‘to Bo tdstanily 
"forever, removed from ‘0 ero 8 power, and to be 
sRitirtled most effoctually-against ts Moeely would I 
elf the’Gordian knot which Has bithe#t8 so firaly bound 
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us to Britain, and call on France and Spain for as» 
sistance agninst an enomy who sect bent on our destrucw 
tlon, but who, blessed be the God of Hosts, have boon 
«baffled in most of thir attempts against us, been chastised 
in all, and have made many attacks upon us, without being 
able to kill a single man, Aw Anunian. 


EXURAGT OF A LETTER FROM A MIDSHIPMAN ON WoOAND 
IS MAJESTY’S SHIP OFTNR, COMMANDED RY OAPTATY 
SQUIRE, DATED yanvany 9, 1776, 

December 9.—Our troops, with about sixty townsmen 
from Norfolic, and a dotachmont of sailors from the ships, 
among whom [ had the honour to march, set out from 
Norfolle to attack, once more, the Rebels at the Great. 
Bridge, who had been lodged there some tine, and had 
erected a breastwoik opposite to our fort on their side of 
the river. Wo arrived at tho fort hat, ur afjer three, 
in the motning, and alter refieshing ourselves, prepared to 
attack the Rebels in thoir intronchments. 

Capinin Squire, evor ready to assist my Lord in the 
publick cause, had sant his gunners and men to manage 
two pieces of cannon who wore in the front, and ordered 
to begin the aunck. But how can it be supposed, that 
wilh two hundyed men we could force a strong intrenolié 
ment, defended by at lonst two thousand? Yet this was 
attempted, and wo marched up to their works with the in« 
tropidity of lions. But flag! wo retrented with much 
fewer bravo follows than wo took out, ‘Their fire was go 
heavy, that, had wo not rotroated as wo did, we should 
ovory ono have beon cut off, Figue to yoursolf a strong 
Breastwork built across & causeway, on which six men only 
could advance nbienst; 2 largo swamp almost surrounded 
thom; at the back of which were (wo small broustworks 
to flank ug in our attack on their intrenchments. Unda 
theso disadvantages, it was impossible to sucaead; yet our 
men wore so enraged, that all the ontroatics, and scarcely 
tho theats of their officers, could prevail on them to:re~ 
trent, which at last they did: ‘The oannon were seottred 
within the fort, We hnd sixty killed, wounded, and taken 
prisoners ; among whom wore the aliens Captain Fordice 
of tho Grenudierd of the Fourteenth Brigada, Lieutenants 
Napier and Leslit, and Lioutenant Batut, wounded and 
takon prisoner; mon all universully osteemed, and for whom. 
all shed tears. Wo set out on our return to Nonfolk nkout 
soven o'clock iw the evening, at which place we arrivdd“at 
twelve, and the soldiors wero emBarked on bonrd vessels 
propared for that purpose. 

December 14.—The Rebols having now nothing to ob+ 
struot thelr passage, arrived and took possossion of Norfolly, 
and in the evening salutod ug witha volley of small-arms? 
which, the next morning, Iwas sent on shore to their cone 
minder to inform:him, that, if another shot wapfired: atthe 
Otter, they must expect the town to be knocked: about 
thir ears, j 1 & 34 Rh 

January 9—The detested town of Norfolk ima, mbtet 
Tis destruction happened on New- Year's day! Albotufout 
o'clock in the afternoon the signdl was given ftom tho Wt 
verpool, when a dreadful cannonading began (rom the thréa 
ships, whioh fasted till it was too hat for the Rebels to 
stand on their wharves. Our boats now landed and get fire 
to the town in several places, It burnt fiercely all nig, 
and the next day; not are the flames yet extinguisli 
but no mare of Norfolk remains than about twelveinauved, 
which have escaped the flamds.* oo FG MBAR 

a doth ese af 

A ry - 

FROM THE VIRGINIA GAZNTTR, PRINTED ON BOARD THE 
SUP DYNMONY, LYING OFF NORFOLK, 

5 ats Norfolk, Ship Dunmoro, January 16, 1776, » 

Soon after the arrival of the Liverpool frigate from 
Eygland, Captain Bellew sont a fag of truce, and do 
manded to be informed, whether Uis Majosty’s ships-of- 
war would be supplied from the shore with provisions. 
The reply being in the negative, and tho ships in the har- 

fe town of in Virgin 4 

Linrpthmen-rcs aha Conon ene tons 

whole Provyinco, It conteinod noar four times the ral an ype 


in Williamsburgh, the capital, and might bo sompnred 
Berkshire, with rogard (0 tho orton of ite Bho peat 
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Gi 
pine Tho obele, theroforo, ln, al ie hose 
lig doatruation; ghd wo. sro, ¥ hae 
: tie fiver oC Pirginen a A, 
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bour being Gontinually annéyed by firing ftom the Rebels, 
out of that part of the town next the water, rendered it 
necessary to destroy if, and dislodge them fiom the houses 
they ocgupied, direotly under the muzzles of the ship's 
ung. Accordingly, pravious notice being given to tho in- 
abitants, in order that the women, children, and innocent 
arsors, might have time to remove out of danger, on the 
st ingtant, about four o’clock in the afternoon, tho Liver- 
pool, frigate, the Otter and Kingfisher, sloops-of-war, with 
the Governour’s ship, Dunmore, began to cannonade the 
town, and, in the mean time, a few men were landed in 
boats, who set fira to the houses next the water, 

As the wind was moderate, and from the shore, it was 
judged with certainty that the destruction would end with 
that part of the town next the water, which the King’s 
ships meant only should be fired ; but the Rebels ciuelly 
and unnecessarily completed the destruction of the whole 
town, by satting gre to the houses in the streets back, 
which were before sufe from the flames. 

The ill-judged and misapplied fury, discharged upon the 
weak and the innocent, was not confined to the town, The 
country around, for several days, was illuminated with the 
fires af the houses they huint, amongst which is the distil- 
lery, about three miles from the town, a work of great 
value and publick utility, with a large stock of rum and 
molasses, 

The ships continued firing, with intervals, till about ten 
oelack next morning, during which the ardour of the men 
sould not be repressed; and, notwithstanding all possible 
pare taken to prevent them, a few boats went on shore, 
where they exchanged some shot with the enemy’s parties, 
wad, had: three or four men slightly, and one mortally, 
wounded, Several accounts concur, that the enemy had 
sighteen killed, and about forty men wounded. 


n — 


SAMUEL ADAMS TO ELBRIDGE GERRY. 
Philadelphia, January 2, 1776, 
My pean sin; Your very acceptable letter of the 18th 
of December is now before me. Our opinions of the ne~ 
ceasity of keeping the military power under the divection 
and control of the legislative, I always thought were alike, 
[twas far fiom my intention, in my letter to you on the 
subject, to attempt the correcting any imagined error in 
your judgment, but rather, shortly to express my awn ap- 
prehensions at thjs tine, when jt is become necessary to 
eithat power, whtol is always formidable, and hes so 
pfted_ proved fata to the liberties of inankind. 
aftltagives me great satisfaction to be informed, that the 
members of the House of Representatives aye possessed of 
so, warm @ spirit of patriotism, as (hat “an enemy to Ame~ 
rteg tnay as woll attempt to scale the regions of bliss, as to 
insinuate himself into their favour? Whatever kind of 
nion may be denominated enemies to their country, cer 
tainly he is a very injudicious fliend to it, who gives his 
aufftage for any man to fill a publick office, merely because 
he jg rich; and yet, you toll ma, there are recent instances 
ofthisin our Government. I confess, it mortifies me grent- 
Ayo Lhe.giving such a pioference to riches, is both “dis- 
t and dangerous toa Government, 11 ig, indeed, 
arous, fa promote a man to a place of publick 
{tusts onlYibecause-he wants bread ; but I think it is not so 
dishonourable, for men may be influenced to the latter from 
the feelings of humanity; but the other argues a base, de- 
genetate, servile temper of mind, 1 hope our country will 
never see the time, when either riches, or the want of 
them, will be the lending considerations in the choice of 
OUBiGk officers, Whenever riches shall be deemed*a 
squalification, ambition, as well as avarice, will 
in“thost ardently to tiirst for them; and, it will 
ily-said, as in ancient times of degeneracy, 
















Oe )iincehda, psounia primum oat, * 
Tey tye Be ARM poats hfimamos, 

Hirt ty Revi avamaney, atl, : 

tet et And thon Tot {ittyo, follow, if sho will," 

apd amroatly hpapy if-my late ig: has been accept- 
able. to. the Houses «: dehigpa:the ; ilitig, Bill,to which that 


i 
tter referred, ia» oothpl éd tof theSatisfaction of both 
Wratied ot he Assembly. teeter ae 

he account you give me of thessudgeds our peoplemet 
‘with in the manufacture of saltpetre, i8 highly pleasing to 
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me, I procured, of a gentleman in the Colony of New~ 
York, the plan of a powder-mill, whieh I lately sent to 
Mr. Revere. [hope it may be of some use. 

I have time, at present, only to request you, to write to 
mo by the post, and to assure you that Tam your affeotion- 
ate friend, 


To Elbridge Gerry, Esq. 


Samuzn ADAMS. 


PROCLAMATION BY GOVERNOUR TRYOQN, 


By his Excellency Wuur1an Tryon, Esg,, Captain Gene- 
ral, and Governour-in-chief, in and over the Province 
of Nuw-Yonx, and the Territories thereon depending, 
in Amentoa, Chancellor, and Vice-Admiral of the 
same. 

A Pnroctamation,* 


Whereas, the General Assembly of this Province stands 
rorogued to the fast day of February, now next ensuing, 
have thought fit for His Majesty’s service, and I do, with 

the > ae of His Majesty’s Council, and by virtue of the 
powet's and authority unto me granted wi His Majesty, 
dissolve the said General Assembly ; and the said General 
Assembly aie hereby dissolved, accordingly, 

Given under my hand, and seal at arms, in the City of 
New-York, the second day of January, one thousand 
seven hundred and soventy-six, in the sixteenth year of the 
reign of our Sovereign Lord, George the Third, by, the 
ggaco of God, of Great Britain, France, and Jreland, 

ing, Defender of the Faith, and so forth, F 

Winutan ‘Tryon, 
By his Excellency’s command : 
Sauer Bavann, Jun., Dep. Secretary, 


Gop save the King, 


eee 


GENERAL SCHUYLER TO COLONEL WXNKQOP. ¥ 
Albany, January 2, 1776," 
Sin: Captain Billings will deliver you the officers that. 
were made prisoners in Canada, I do not_hesttate @ mo« 
ment to apply to you, on this occasion, as I have had ex~ 
perience of your attention to promote the service, You 
will bo so good as to forward the officers and their baggage 
to Trenton, together with the baggage of the S¥. Jolwe 
four or five man to take 


ls 


garrison, the officers’ servants, and 
care of the baggage; all the other men, women, and’ d 
dren, you wwill:please todesire the Conenittiog to’ enttt 
agreeable to my request of the 18th ultino, ha wp 

Should the snow fall whon you arrive at Delaware} atid 
the river not be navigable, and no possibillty of goin; 
down on the ice, you will Jeave the baggage, and progee 
with the officers and their servants, to Zrenton, flom 
whence you will pleage to repair to Congress, and report 
what you have done in prosecution of this request. 

The officers are now on their parole of honour; but, 
when you take them in charge, you will request them to 
renew their parole, agrecable to my former oiders. 

The expenses run so high, that the grentest economy is 
to be used in conveying these troops. » ol 

Lam, sir, your humble servant, oy ly ghee 

Pause Scyoxner, + 
To Colonel Wynkoop. ‘ 


[GENERAL WASHINGTON] TO GENERAL WARD, 
Cambridge, Janudty 2, 2778, 4 


Sin: In answer to yous of this date, by Me Ree 
am to inform you, by his Excellénoy'’s command, that hg 
desires you to send a captain, two subaltéms, and fifty 
men, to take charge of the military’ stores, provisions, &., 
at Squantun, and to remain there til! furtlier orders. =. 

Tam, sir, &e, 


To Major-General Ward, 


# Nuw-Youx, January 11, 1776,—On tho 2d instant the Govarnouj 
jeaued o proclamation to dissolve tho Assombly of this Colonyyant 
writs wore issued for a how election of Reprosontativon of the pig 
to gorva In Gonoral Assombly, ‘Tho Shoriff of this City and @ 
has publishod af advortisomont, giving notice to the freon 
holdors of the snmo, that he has appointed Thursday 
February next, for them to meot, af ten o'glook inthe 
greon, nour the Work.Housp, in tho city, to oloct, Q 
sont thom in Goneral Assombly, The in 
To the Reptasenttatived of tho said Qyanatds 

stain-Gontoral, or Saga oly i 
et 
& 
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oclamation, for encouraging Scamen to enter them- 
oe pee on rho Hts Majesty's Ships of War. 
onae Ri.” 

ee. it is our Royal intention to givo all due on- 
couragement to all such Seamen who shall voltarily enter 
themselves in our service, we have thought fit, by and with 
the advice of our Privy Council, to publish this, ow Roy- 
al Proclamation ; aud we do hereby promiso and declare, 
that all such ablo Seamon, not above the ago of filly, nor 
under tho age of cightoen years, fit for our service, who 
shall, on or before tho twenty-ninth day of February noxl, 
voluntatily enter themselves to scrve in our Royul Navy, 
gither with the captains of licutonant(s of our ships, or tho 
chief officers on bond such tenders as shall bo employed 
for raising men for tho service of our Navy, shall recoive, 
ag our Royal bounty, the sum of forty shillings, each man ; 
and all such ordinary seamen, fit for our service, who shall 
go enter themselves, ns aforesnid, shall receive the sum of 
twenty shillings, each mon, as our Royal bounty: such re- 
spective sums to be paid them by the respective oletks of 
theChaque, residing at the ports or places where the ships 
into which thoy shall be ontered shall bo, immediately afior 
the third muster of such soaman. 
» And wo do declare, that the qualifioations of the Soamen 
ao ontering themaclyes, ag aforosnid, shall bo certified hy tho 
aptain, mastor, and boatswain of tho ship or vossal whore 
they shall onter, 

Ani, for provention of any abuses, by any persons Jeav~ 
ing tha vessols to which thoy sbull balong, and ontering 
thomsolvas on hoard any other ships or vesaols, in ordor to 

, obtain tho enid bounty money, we do hereby declare and 
gcommand, that such Seaman, bolongley to any of our ships 
~“for vossols, as shall absont thomselvos from any of the said 
Ships or vossels, to which they shall bolong, and shall entor 
Abanselvos on board any athor of our said ships or vessols, 
in Srder to obtain the said bounty, shall not only lose tho 
wages duo to them in tho ships or vessols they shall loavo, 
-hul also bo sevarely punished, necording to their domorita. 
SeGiyen at our Court, at St. daios'e, tho third day of 
Hystone thousand soven hundred and soventy-aix, in 
Nii year of out roign. 
Gon save the King, 
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easor OF A RUTTER FROM BRIsroL, JANUARY B, 1776, 
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The rifteman, who wag brought a prisoner hero from 
WQuebeok, ene ibe in crossing the river St, Lawrence, 

* Js confined in Bridewell, De iy a Virginian, about six 
foot high, stout, nnd well proportionod. Hla behaviour is 
Hatilypibut-verytmadest. Hoa-wasidrafted from hig corps, 
wiPardbrides, to go on Armold's expeditions His.dress 

Jk looadrdyess .of coarse woollen, adapted: to that! told 
a won! which his vegimentals were oxohanged, or 







takinefrom him, nb Quebech. 
Sddassuyaithe ypayiol Iiscorps iwvas forty shillings ourrenoy 
ear wregalatly aed ‘(ubout twenty-five shillings ster- 
ding) in dollars, out of which they found thelr clothes, Ee 
was a fortnight in the camp, where, he says, every thing 
awas int good order, provisions plenty, and exact discipline, 
ie strike a mark, with the greatest cortainty, at two 

undrodiyards distance. He has the heavy, Provincial 
‘pronungigtion, bat.otborwise speaks good English, ‘The 
account he gives, is, that tho troops, in general, are such 
kind of men ag himsolf, tall, and well proportioned. He 
wyas very cleay and explicit in his answers, which he deli- 
ered with grent modesty, but entirely free from any fear 
fofitha consequences of his being brought to Lngland, 
eC 2 i s discharged on Saturday, as there were no 
pd fo his commitments 

copy oa th a 

Jaslids HOGEYAGHNT YOR TRANSYLVANIA, [10 COLONEL 
eee 2eNt SHORE unsprnson,] 
«, Dean Sin's'Oi'the Sdiof December, I rotumed hither 
Pon Philadelphia ; opd T Vave now set down to glye'you 
yan account of my ante, wh pou will ‘be pleased to 
Zommunicate to the othetgentlemen, our copartners, whdn 
‘Vou have an‘opportunity, J vai Me 


vo for Messrs. Hooper 
@ a.day and a half a ye they were 
yyatainy weather for several-dayayso that they did 
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not overtake me till I was near Philadelphia, where I wos 
kept two days by hoavy rain, though they bad it dry‘where 
they were. It was tho 22d of October, when wo arrived 
at Philadelphia. In a few days they introduced me to 
soveral of the Congress gentlomen, among tho first of whom. 
were, accidentally, the famous Samuel and John Adams } 
aud as I found their opinion [riondly to our new Colony, 1 
showed thom our map, oxpliined to thom the advantage 
of our situation, &,, &e. ‘They entered seriously into the 
matter, and scemod to think favourably of the whole} but 
the difficulty that occurred to us soon appeared to them. 
& Wo havo petitionad and addrossed tho | ing,” said they, 
“and havo entreated him to point out somo mote of a. 
commodation, ‘Chere seems to be an impropriety in em- 
barrassing our reconciliation with any thing now}; and the 
taking undor our protection a body of people who have sated 
in defiance of tho King’s proclamations, will be looked on 
aga confirmation of that Independent saiggvith which we 
are daily reproachod.” I then showed thom our memotial, 
to convince them that wo did not pretend to throw off our 
ullegiance to the King, but ee to acknowlodge his 
sovereignty whenever he should think us worthy of his re+ 
ard, "Choy were pleased with out memoria), and ouete 
it very proper; but anothor difficulty occurred, By Joo! W 

at the map, thoy observed that wo were within the 7A 
nia Charter. T thon told them of tho fixing their boundas 
vie, what had passed at Richmond ih March last, and that I 
had reason to beliove the Pirgintans would not oppose as} 
howaver, thoy advised mo to sound the Pérginians, as they 
would not choose to do any thing init without their consent. 
All the Dologates wero, at that time, so inuch engaged 
in the Congress from morning to night, that it was some 
days before F got introduced to tho érginiana ; and before 
thon, 1 was informed that some of thom had said, whatever 
was their own opinion of the matter, they would not con- 
sont that Transylvania should bo admitted asa Colony and 
represented in Congyoss, until it originated in their Conven- 
tion, and should be approved by their constituents, Some 
days after this, L was told that’ Mosars, Jefarton, Wythe, 
and Richard Lenry Lee, wore dosirous of meeting with 
mo, which was accordingly brought about; but, unfortus 
nately, Mr, Zee was, by some business, preverited from 
being with us, though I had some conversation with hit 
afterwards. J told them that tho Zransylvanta Comanny, 

suspecting that they might bo misrepresented, liad sent 
to mako known to tho gontlemen of tho Congress,'otr 
friendly intentions towards tho cagso of liberty, &a., &es, 
but said nothing of our memorial, or my pretensions to a 
sont in Congress. ‘Thoy snid nothing in roturn to mo, but 
ly oxomined our map, and asked many quostiond. 
‘Thoy observed that our purchase was within thoit Charter, 
‘end gently diintod, that, by virtue of it, thoy might clalm Uie 

twhole, “Lhistéd,me to'tako hotles. that de ‘ute 

a¥I had’ hoon sinforntod, thelr Kado bly! Infd pé ae 
d 

t 









Crown for leavo to purchuse ftom the Chiro 4 
their boundaries with them, which wag aduordi aly é 
by a line running from six miles onst of the long Wind th 
Holston, to tho mouth of tho Great-Koihawa, fot which 
they had actually paid twenty-five hundred pounds to tile 
Cherokees; by which purchase, both ahé Crown and thelr 
Assembly had acknowledged the property of thos latids 
to be in the Cherokeos, Besidos, snid I, our settlement Of 
Transylvania will be a great check on the Indtans, Gd, 
consequently, be of service to the Wingintans, 
They scemed to waive the argument ‘ednaetig 
right of property; but Mr. Jafferson acknoWledged; that, 
in his opinion, our Colony could be no Joss 18 {lier Ptrgt= 
nfans, if properly anlene them; and snid, that if his’ad- 
vice was followed, all tHe usd thay should inake of their 
Charter would be, to prévent any ‘arbitrary or opprosshye 
Governmont to ba established within the boundaries of it; 
aad that it was his wish to seen freo Governmont ostablished 
at the back of theirs, properly united with thom and that 
it should extend westward to tho Misstsstppi, and on each 
side of the Oddo, to their Charter line. But he would not 
-oonsent that we should be acknowledged by the*Cotghess, 


until it had the approbation of their constituents in Cost “a 
tion, which he thought might be obtained ; and thar; forifliat 
purpose, we should send one of our Companty.to-Hieit nokt 
Convention, Against this proposal, sever t aoc 


curred tome, hut 1 made tone. ,4 !a~*¥ 
, j igi 
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» Thia ‘wag thé'substance of gur conference, with which I 
aaquainted’our good fiends, Messrs. Looper and Hewes, 
who juined me in opinion that £ should not push the mat- 
ter further; and they hinted to me, that, considering the 
present very criti¢al situation of affuirs, they thought it was 
etter for us to he unconnected with them, ‘These gentlomen 
acted 8 mast friendly pe all along, and gave a favourable 
saceountof our proceedings. Indeed, I think tha Company 
under great obligations to them, and I hope they will take 
it under their consideration, 1 was frequently with parties 
of the Delegates, who, in general, think favourably of our 
» enterprise. All the wise ones of them, with whom I con- 
versed on the subject, are clear in opinion, that the pio- 
peity of the lands are vested in us by the Indian grant; 
but some of them think, that by the common law of Eng- 
daud, and by the common usage in fmertea, the sovereignty 
is in the King, agreeable to a famous law opinion, of which 
T was so fortunate ae to procure a copy. The suffering 
traders, ‘Gnd sels, at the end of last war, obtained a large 
tract of land ftom the Six-Nations, and other Indians. 
They formed themselves into a company, (called, 1 be- 
lieve, the Ohto,) and petitioned the King for a patent, and 
desired to be erected into x» Government. His Majesty 
laid their petition before Lord Chancellor Camden and Mr. 
Charles Yorke, then Attoiney-Geneial, and afterwards 
Chancellor, ‘Cheir opinion follows: ‘ In respect to such 
places as have been, or shall be acquired by treaty or grant 
from any of the Indian Princes or Governments, your Ma- 
jesty’s lotters patent ure not necessary; the property of the 
soil vesting in the grantee by the Indian giants, subject only 
ito your Majesty’s right of sovereignty over the settlements, 
ag English settlements, and over the inhabitunts as Eng~ 
sh subjects, who carry with them your Majesty’s laws 
wherever they form Colonies, and roceive your Majesty’s 
‘protection by virtue of your Royal charters.” After an 
opinion so favourable for them, it is amazing that this Com- 
at never attempted to form a sottlement, unless the: 
could have procured a charter, with the hopes of which, it 
sooms, they were flattered, from time to time. Tlowever, 
qur example has roused them, Tam told, and they are now 
setting up for ony rivals, Depending on this opinion, ano~ 
ther company of gentlemen, a few years ago, purchased a 
tract between the forks of the Mississippi ad Ohio, he- 
giining about a league below fort-Chartres, and running 
over towards the mouth of the Wabash; but whether or 
not their boundary line is above or below the mouth of the 
‘Wabash, the gontteman, who showed me their deed could 
not tell, as it is not mentioned, but is said to terminate at 
thi dn Mhatwanese town, supposed to be only thirty-five 
Teague above thé mouth of the Ohio. And the said oom- 
poy purghased another larger tract, lying on the Ilinods 
Bier *e was from one of this company that I procured 
a copy of the aiove opinion, which he assured mo was a 
genuine ono, and is the very same which you have heard 
was in possession of Lord Dunmore, ag it was their com- 
pany who sentit to him, expecting he would join them, 
| J was saveral times with Mr. Deane, of Conneeticut, the 
geptleman of whom Mr, Hooper told you, when here, Ho 
rays he will send some people to see our country; and if 
G 


thiirweport.be fevourablo, he thinks many Conneatioud peo- 
Bs 
Cobsens 






3, This gentleman is a scholar, and a man 
/ interprige, and rich ; and, Lam apt to believe, 
has somelthoughts of heading a party of Connecticut ad- 
veritusers, providing things can be made agreeable to him, 
He is reckoned a good man, and much esteemed in Can- 
gyess; but he is an enthusiast in liberty, and will have 
othing to do with us unless he js pleased with our form of 

ernnent, Ile is a great admirer of the Connectiaut 
tion, which ha recommended to our consideration ; 
‘cod as to favour ma with along letter on that 
py.o which is enclosed. You would be amazed 
uhowuch jn gnrpest all these spoculative gentlemen 
‘thet’. .AQ2 plan to be adopted by the Zransylvaniahs. 
They, antreat,.they pray, that we may mako it a free Go- 
vetoment, andybeg that, no mercenary or ambitious views 
inghd Proprictorsmay, prevent it. Suir, they any, 
ies, snark of yassala 8,0 hope they shall nat be es- 
tablished in, Lransylpqgas, hay even threaten us with 
their oppasition, if we do not gat cipon, diligral, principles 
when we have it so much in our powers to, Pale oue es 
immortal. Many of them advised a Taw against Negroes, 


Fourru Senies,—Vot. tv, 
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Enclosed, I send you a copy of x sketch by.John Adanis, 
which I had fiom Richard Henry Lee. Nv 


A. Journal of the Proceedings of the House of Delegates 
or Representatives of the Colony of “TRansyLyaNta, 
begun on Wepnespay, [‘Tuuspay] the 23d of May, in 
the year of our Lord Curisy 17715, and in the fifteenth 
your of the reign of His Majesty Gronan the Third, 
King of Gunar Brevatw, 4 


The Proprietors of said Colony having called and te- 
quired an election of Delegates or Representatives to be 
made, for the purpose of legislation, or making and ordain- 
ing laws and regulations for the future’conduct of the inha- 
bitants thereof, that is to say, for the town of Boonesborouyh, 
six members; for Harrodsdurgh, four; for the Boiting~ 
Spring Settlement, four ; for the town of St, Asaph, four ; 
and appointed their meeting for the purpose aforesaid, on 
the aforesaid 28d of May, Anno Domini, 1175, and, 

It being certified to us here this day by the Secretary, 
that the following petsons were returned as duly elected 
Jor the several towns and settlements, to wit; 

For Boonnrsponovan: Squire Boone, Daniel Boone, Mile 
liam Cocke, Samuel Henderson, MVilliam Moore, and 
Richard Calloway. . 

Hannonsnurar: Thomas Slaughter, John Lytho, Va- 
dentine Harmond, and James Douglass. 4 

Bomine-Serina Sorrvemenr: James Larrod, Nahar 
Lanmond, Isaac and Azariah Davis, eh 

Tne Town or Sx. Asaru: John Zodd, Alewander Spots 
wood Dandridge, John Floyd, and Samuel Wood, " 


Present: Squire Boone, Daniel Boone, Samuel Hen= 
derson, TVilliam Moore, Richard Calloway, Thomas 
Slaughter, John Lythe, Valentine Harmond, James Doug= 
lass, James Harrod, Nathan Hammond, Isaue Lite, Aza* 
riah Davis, John Todd, Alexander Spotswood Dandridge 
John Floyd, and Samuel Wood, who took their seats ibe _ 
Convention. pee 

The House unanimously chose Colonel Thomas sstitche? 
ter Chairman, and Matthew Jewett Clerk ; and after divine, 
servico was performed hy tho Reverend John Lytho, the 
House oralied on the Propiictois, and acquainted hen tha 
they had chosen Mr. Thomas Slaughtor Chairman, ud 
Matthew Jewett Clerk, of which they approved  sudydc” 

Colonel Richard Henderson, jn bohall%f hinrsel 
the rest of the Proprietors, opened tho Convantion, 
speech, a copy of which, to provent mistakes, the | 







man procured, vty thet 
Ordered, The same Speech be road. See 
Read the same, which is as follows : a” 


Mr, Chairman, and Gentlemen of the Conventions =? 
You are called and assombled at this time for a noble 
and an honourable purpdse—a purpose, Lowevor ridi¢ulous 
or idlo it may appear at first view, to superficial minds, yet 
is of the most solid consequence; and if prudence, fim 
ness, and wisdom, are suflaed to influence your councils 
and direct your conduct, the peace and harmony of thot 
sands may be expected to result from your deliberations ; lit 
short, you are about a work of the utmost importangeto tle 
well-being of this conntry in general, in which the interayt 
and security of each and every individual is inseparably 
connected ; for that Stato is truly sickly, politically speak~ 
ing, whose laws or edicts ave not careful, equally, of thé, 
different members, and most distant branches, whiohegi® 
stitute the one united whole, Nay, it is not onlysa-kolat 
cism in politics, but an insult to common sense, tovalte 
the happiness of any community, :or composing Jaws: 
thelr benefit, without securing to each individual his full 
proportion of: advantage arising out of the genoral mnse ; 
thereby making his interest aap most powerful incentive to 
the actions of mankind) the consequence of obedience, 
This, at once, not only gives force and energy to legislation; 
but as justice is, and must be eternally the same, so yoiy 
Jaws, founded in wisdom, will gather strength by time 
find an advocate in every wise and well disposed ‘pe 
You, perhaps, are fixing the palladium, of jp 
first corner stone of an edifice, the height and, 
of whose superstructure is naw in the wembiol 
can only become, great” and” gloriougg} 
excellence of, jt Toundatiogh anes 
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dlemen, will, no.doubt, animate and inspire you with senti- 
ments worthy tho grandour of the subject. 

Our ali r circumstances, in this remote country, sur- 
rounded on all sides with difficulties, and equally subject to 
one cémmon dangor, which threntens our common over- 
throw, must, L think, in their effects, secure to us an union 
of interests, and, consequently, that harmony in opinion, so 
essential to the forming good, wise, and wholesome laws. 

If nny doubt remain amongst you with respect to the 
forca of efficacy of whatever laws you now, or herorftor 
mako, be pleased to consider that all power is origi- 
nally in the people; therefore, make it their intorest, by 
impartial and beneficial laws, and you may bo sure of their 
inclination to see them enforced, For it is not to be sup- 
posed that a people, anxious and desirous of having laws 
mado, who approve of the method of choosing Delegates or 
Represontatives, to mect in General Convention for that 
purpose, can want the necessiay and concomitant viitue to 
curry them into oxecution. 

ay, gentlemen, for arguments’ sake, let us sat virtue, 
for a tmomant, out of tho question, and see how the matter 
will then stand. You must admit, that it is, and evor will 
be, the interest of a large majority, that tho Jaws should be 
esteemed and held snered. If so, surely this large majo~ 
rity can never want inclination or power to give sanction 
and efficacy to those vory laws which advanco thelr inte~ 
rest and scomo their poporty. And now, Mr, Chaiiman, 
and gentlemen of the Convention, us it is indispensably 
necossary that laws should be composed for the regulution 
of our conduct—-as wo havo a right to make such laws 
without giving offence to Great Britain, or any of tho 
Anorican Colonios—without distuibing the repose of any 
Bgoolety or community under Leaven—if it 19 probable, 
“fm certain, that the Inwa may derive force und efficacy 
from our mutual consont, and that consent resulting from 
our own yirtua, interest, and convenionco, nothing remains 
Hut to sot abont tho business immediately, and let tho 
evont detormine tho wiscam of tho undortaking. 

Among tho many objects that must present themsolyes 

for your consideration, tho first in odor niust, from its im« 
portance, bo that of ostablishing courls of justice or tribu- 
aly for tho punishmont of such as may offond against the 
Jai y6u are about to make, As this law will be the chit 


tierestone in the groundwoik or basis of our Constitu- * 


tion let us, iy. particular manner, recommend tho most 
di pete tention, while you tnko for your guide as 
miuch of tho spirit and gonius of the laws o 


England, as 
‘ean bo interwovon with those of this country, Wo ae all 
Englishmen, or, what amouuts to the same, ourselves and 
our fathers have, for many generations, expotienoed the 
invaluable blessings of that most excellent Constitution, 
eed Wwe oBanot want motives to copy from #0 noble 
‘an original. 
« Many things, no doubt, crowd upoh your minds, and 
tn anually to demand your attention. But next (o that 
Sedative viog atd immorality, surely nothing can be 
Moke"importance than establishing some plain and enay 
method for the recovery of debts, and determining mattors 
of dispute with respect to property, contracts, torts, inju- 
rios, &0, ‘Chose things nre so essential, that if not strictly 
attended to, our name will become odious abroad, and our 
ence of short and precarious duration. It would give 
ieee i disinterested persons cause to suspect that 
there was some colourgble reason, at least, for the unwor- 
thy and sonndalous assertions, together with the groundless 
insinuations contained jn an infamous and scurrilous libel 
lately printed and published, concerning the settlement of 
hig country, the author of which avails himself of his sta« 
nd, under the specious pretence of proclamation, 
} povsly dressed up and decorated in the garb of autho- 
nie has yttered inveotives of the most malignant kind, 
slid" fidiegV quits to wound the good name of peisons, whoso 
moral .chsracter would dorive little advantago by being 
placed in.computation with his, charging them, amongst 
other things equally untrue, with a design of © forming an 
asylum for debtors, and other porsons of desperate circum- 
gtances ;” placing the proprietors of the soil at the head of 
a lawless train of one villains, against whom the 
" authority ought to"be exerted, and every possible 
ure taken to put an immedigee, 2 gp.to.so dangerous 
etprise. ee: 
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I have not the least doubt, gentlemen, but that your 
conduct, in this Convontion, will manifest the honest and 
Juudable intentions of the present adventurers, whilet a aon- 
scious blush confounds the wilful ealuwmniatos and officious 
detiactois of our infant, and, ag yet, little community, 

Noxt to the establishment of couits or tribunals, as well 
for tho punishment of publick offenders, aa the recovering 
of just dobts, that of estublishing and rogulating a Militia 
seems of tho giontest importance. Jt is appaent that, 
without some wiso institution, respecting our mutual de- 
fence, the diferent towns or sottloments are, every day, 
oxposed to tho most imminent danger, and liable to be 
destroyed at the meio will of tho snvage Indians. No« 
thing, L am persuaded, but their entie ignorance of our 
weakness and want of order, hag, hitherto, preserved us 
fiom the destructive and rapacious hands of cuelty, and 
given us an opportunity, at this time, of forming secure, 
defensive plans, to be supported and caniod into exo- 
cution by the authority and sanction “erm wolfdigostod 
law, 

Thera are sundiy other things highly worthy your 
considoration, and demand redress, such ‘ns the wanton 
destiuction of our game, the only support of life amongst 
many of us, and for want of which the country would be 
abandoned cro to«monow, and scarcely a probability Are. 
muin of its ever becoming the habitation of any Christian 
people. ‘Vhis, togethor with the practice of many forcign« 
ors, Who mako a business of bunting in our country, killing, 
diiving off, and Jossoning the number of wild entile and 
other game, whilst the value of tho sking and furs is appre- 
plintod to the bonofit of persons not concerned or intorgst+ 
od in our sottlements, ‘These no ovils, Tsay, that 1 sm 
convinced cannot uscapo your notice and attantion, 

Mr, Chairman and Gentlemen of the Convention: You 
may assuie yoursolves that thig new-born country is a 
object of the most pniticular attention of the Proprietors 
here on the spot, as woll ag those on the other side of the 
Mountains, and that they will most chearfully sonouysin 
every moastire which can, in ihe most distant and remote 
degrag, promota its happiness or contribute to its gran- 


deur, Ricvann Hexpenson, 
May 93, 1775. 


Ordered, That Colonel Calloway, Mr. Lythe, Mr, 
Todd, Mr, Dandridge, and Mr, Samucl Henderson, be, a 
Commmittoo to draw up an answer to tho Propriatpra’ 
Speech, : * : 


Moy 25, 1976, 


Mr. Todd podaced to the House an Answer (drawn wp 
by the Committe) to the Proprietor’s Spoooh, and haing 
approved of by the Committes, . 

Ordered, ‘Khat Me. Todd, My. Cocke, and Mr. Hark 
rod, wait on the Proprietors witht an, answer’ to hale 
dross, which is as follows; : Pip Og iP 
Colonel Rickard Honderson and Company + Pe ie 

Genrremen: We received your speech with minds 
truly thankful for the caro and attention you expressi'tos 
wards the good people of this infant country, whom we 
ropresent, Well aware of the confusion which would gnt 
sué tho want of rules for our conduct in life, and deepl 
impressed with a senge of tho importanco of ‘the"tust aur 
constituents have reposed in us, though laboutifif undet a 
thousand disedvantages, which attend prescribing rentet ft 
for disorders which already call for our assistaneé, ag“Weall 
as those that ate lodged in the womb of fatiritys-Set ‘tha 
task, arduous as it is, we will attempt with vigouss slot dotibe- 
ing but unanimity will ensure us success, 7” 

That we have an absolote right, as a political body, 
without giving umbrage to Great Britain or any of the 
Colonies, to frame rules for the government of our little 
sogiety, canmot be doubted by any sensiblo, unbiaged 
mind 3 and, being without the jurisdiction of, and not ah 
sworable to, any of His Majesty’s courts, the constituting 
tribunals of justiog shall be a matter of our first contémplas 
tion; and, as this will be a matter of the greatest impor 
tance, we will still keep in the genius and spirit of thee 
English laws, which happy pattern it shall be gursehlef 
care to copy after, Stat aoe be 

Noxt to the resttaint of immorality, our attentiongsttall 
he directed towards thg relief of shesinjuredly ae gl 9 


Pog 


& 
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creditor ; nor will we put it into the powet of oeloewy and 
scurrility to say, that our country is an asylum for debtors, 
or any disorderly persons. 

Nor shall we neglect, by regulating a Militia, as well as 
the infancy of our country will permit, to guard against the 
hostilities and incursions of om savage enemies, and, at the 
same time, to be cautious t@ preserve the game of our 
county, so essentitlly necessary for the subsistence of the 
fitst adventurers. 

Conscious, gentlemen, of your vetacity, we cannot ex- 
press the satisfaction we experience, that the Proprietors of 
this promising Colony are so ready to concur with us in 
any measure which may tend to promote its happiness 
and contribute to its grandeur. 

Tromas Suavanter, Chairman. 


To which Colonel Henderson returned the following 
Answer ; . 

Mr. Chotrmat’and Gentlemen of the Convention: 

From the just sense of the nature and importance of the 
trust reposed in you by your constituents, and your laud- 
able and truly patriotick resolution of exerting your abili- 
ties in the service of your country, we derive the most 
sanguine hopes. 

Arduous as the task is, every difficulty must give way to 
peiseverance, whilst your zeal for the publick good is tem- 
pered with that moderation and unanimity of opinion so 
apparent in your conduct. 

Ve, gentlemen, look with infinite satisfaction on this 
happy presage of the futwe felicity of our infant country, 
antbhope to merit a continuation of that confidence you are 
alasaat i express in our veracity and good intentions, 

While our transactions have credit for the integiity of 
our desires, ve cannot fail uniting with the Delegates of 
the good people of this country, lully persuaded that the 
Proprietos aic zealously inclined to cantiibute every thing 
in their power, which may tend to render it easy, prosper- 


ous, and flourishing. Ricwann Uenpvnson, 
For himself and the Company. 


On motion made, Ordered, That Mi. Lodd have leave 
to bring if’s bill for the establishment of Comts of Judica- 
turg, and regulating the practice therein. 

ld Ordered, That Mr, Todd, Mr. Dand: idee, Mv, Calloway 
atid Mr, Henderson, do bring in a bill for that purpose. 

On motion of Mr. Douglass, leave is given to bring in a 
bill,for Regulating a Mikitia. 

Didered, That Mr. Floyd, Mr. Harrod, Mr. Cocke, 
My ouglass, and Mr, Hite, be a Committee for that 
puipoie, 

"On motion of Mr. Daniel Boone, leave is given to hing 
inyaybill for Preserying Game, &c. 

: Ordered, That Mr. Boone, Mr. Davis, Mr. Harmon, 
Mr. Lammond, and Mr. Moore, ba a Committee for that 
purpose, 

Phe Bill for establishing Courts of Judicature, and rogu- 
Jating the practice thorein, brought in by the Commitica, 
ang read by Mr. Zodd, and passed the first time ; ordered 
id for a second reading. 
or establishing and Regulating a Militia, 
“the Committee, read by Mr, Floyd, ordeied 
to hesres iby the Clerk, passad tho first time; ordered to 
be referred for a second reading. 

. ‘Che Bill for Preserving Game, brought in by the Com- 

ittee, ordered to be read by the Clerk, read, and passed 

ime. and ordered to be referred fora second read- 

Pay bas Ad ty n ° 

Hed,#That the Convention be adjourned until to- 
ix,.o'¢lack. < 







ety 











adhe Hn May 26, 1778. 
Ae yy adjournment. * 

Mr Robert, He Aree appointed Sergonnt-at-Arms, 

» Ordered, Thatsthd Sergeant-at-Arms bing John Guest 
before this Convention, to answer for an insult offered Col- 
onel Richard Calloway. ' : 

The Bill for Regulating’ Militia; ‘redd tlie setond time, 
and ordered to be engrossed. cam Se 
The Bill for Establishing Courtsof Judjcaturé, aide. 
galating the practice therein, read q setond time, ordered 
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to be recommitted ; and that M#, Dandridgd, Mt. Todd, 
Mr. Henderson, and Mr. Calloway, be “a Cothinittes to 
take it into consideration, ‘ 

On motion of Mr, Todd, loave is given to bring*it.an 
Attachment Bill. , at A nt “ 

Ordered, That Mr. Todd, Mr. Dandridge, and Me, 
Douglass, be a Committee for that purpose. ss 

The Bill for Establishing Waits of Attachment, read by 
the Clerk, and passed the first time; ordered to be referred 
for a second reading. 4 

On motion of Mr. Dandridge, leave is given to bring'in. 
a bill tb ascertain Clerks’ and Sheriffs’ Fees, 

The said Bill wasread, and passed the first time ; ordeted 
to be teferied for the second reading. 

On motion made by Mr. Todd, Ordered, That Mr. 
Todd, Mr. Lythe, Mr. Douglass, and Mr. Hite, be a Com- 
mittee to draw up a compact between the Proprietors and 
the people of this Colony. : : 

On motion of Mr. Lythe, Icave is given to bring in a bill 
to Prevent Profane Swearing and Sabbath Breaking. The 
same was read by the Clerk; 

Ordered, That it be 1ecommitted, and that Mr. Lythe, 
Mx. Todd, and Mr. Harrod, bo a Committee to make 
amendments, 

Mr. Guess was bought before the Convention, and; 
reprimanded by the Chairman, a teat 

Ordered, That Mr. Todd and Mr. Harrod wait on ‘thet 
Proprietors, to know what name for this Colony would be 
agreeable. ‘ 

Mr. Lodd and Mr. Harrod reported, that it was theiz 
pleasure that it should be called Zh ansyluania, 

The Bill for ascertaining Clerks’ and Sheriffs’ Fees, read 
a second time, passed, and ordered to be engrossed. : 

The Attachment Bill read a second time, and ordered 
to be engrossed, i van yea 

A Bill for Proserying Gamo, read the second times dnd* 

assed ; ordered to be 1ecommitted, and that Mra Todd} 
Mtr. Boone, and Mi. Harrod, be a Committes to take dt 
into consideration, 

The Militia Bull read a third time, and passed, 

On motion of Mr, Todd, leave is given to bring in a bil} 


for the Punishment of Criminals. ‘gt. * 

Ordered, That Mr, Todd, Mr. Dandie; and iy 
Liythe, be a Committe for that purpose, % 74s Se aan 

The Bill for establishing Courts of Judicatine, aaa 
lating the praotice therein, read a second time, nad one ed 
to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr, Boone, leave is givon to bring ina, 
bill for Improving the breed of Horses, is 

Ordered, That Mr, Boone, Mr, Davis, and Mr. Ham- 
mond, bing in a bill for that purpose. 

The Bill for ascertaining Clerks’ and Sheiifls’ Pees, read 
a third time, and passed. 

The Bill for establishing Writs of Attachment, read:a. 
third time, and passed. yee 

On motlon, Ordered, That Mr. Zodd have lenge "ts 
absent himself from this House. Bee 

The Bill for the Punishment of Crintinals, brought in by 
the Committee, read by the Clerk, passed the first time, 
and oidered to be read a second time. , 

The Bill for establishing Courts of Judicature, and regu, 
lating the practice therein, read the third time with, i : 
ments, and passed, pen ale 

The Bill for Improving the breed of Horses, brought in 
by Captain Boone, read the first time, passed, and ordere 
to be for consideration, &c, 

Ordered, That the Convention adjourn until tosmorrow, 
six o'clock, 3 


t 


— 


$90 
May 27, 17754 
ya 


Be 


: Met according to adjournment. 
The Bill to Prevent Profane rie | zm 
Breaking, read the second time, with amendme 
to be engrossed, * 
The Bill for the Punishment of Criffiln 
and read, pasjed the asi Ume; 6 
“38 
i 










a 
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Si. 
The Bill for the Impovement of tho breed of Horses G. That tho quit-rents never exceed two shillings, ster 
was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed, Jing, por hundred aces. 


7, Chat tho Piopriotais appoint a Shorif, who shall be 
one of three persona recommended by the Court, 

8 That the Judges of the Superior Courta have, with 
out feo or reward, the appointment of the Clerks of iis 


Ordered, That Mr. Ilarrod, Mr. Boone, and Mr, 
Cocke, wait on tha Proprietois, and beg thoy will not in 
dulge any peison whatever in granting them Lands on the 

resent tevis, unless they comply with tho former propo- Colony 


sals of sottling the country, &e. roark igiet 9. That tho Judges of tho Infiunior Courts bo recome 
On motion of Squire Boone, leave is given to bringin oyded by the people, and approver by the Propriviors, 


a bill to Preserve the Range. ba 
Ordered, Tat ho have leave to bring in a bill for that aa etait ge military officers be within 
purpose. ; : . tho appointment of the Propictars, 
‘The following Message was received from the Propiie- LL, That tho office of SurveyorsGeneral belong to no 
tors, to wits person interested, or a pantuor, in this porchase, 
To give ovary possible satisfaction to tho good poopla, 12, That the legishitive anthaity, after the strength 


your constituents, we dase to exhibit our title deed fom and matmity of the Colony will permit, consist of three 
tho Aborigines and fiat owners of the soil in Lransyluania, Inanchos, to wits Tho Delegates, or Representatives, 
and hape you will causo an entry tobe made of tha exlubition chosen by the people; a Council, NOt gxgueding twelve 
in your journals, including the corness and abutments of tho men, possessed of landed estate, who yoside In tho Colony; 
lands or country contained therein, so that the boundaries and the Prayictois, 
of our Colony may be known and kept on record, 13. That nothing, with respeat to tho number of Dele- 
. Rrowany Tenprngon, gatos from any town or setdoment, shall, hereatur, be 
'  rqnaylVania, May 97, 1775. dhawn into precedent, bat that the number of Representa 

Ordered, That Mv, Todd, Mv Douglass, and My, tives shull bo ascoituined by Inw, when the state of the 
Ite, inform the Pioprictors that their request will becom- Colony will admit of amendmont. : 
plied with. Jd, ‘Chat tho Tand Ontica be always open. 

‘Yo which Colonel ZZenderson, in behalf of himself and 16, ‘Chat commissions without profit, ho grantad with 
Company, produced hia Deod, which iy bounded and abut. out feo, ; . : i 
tod as fellows, viv: 16. ‘Chat tho fees and salusies of all oficors nppointed , 

Beginning ov the Ohio River, at tho mouth of tho by tho Proprietors, bo settled and regulated hy the lows of 
Cantickey Chinoa, ov what, by tho Lagtish, ia cated thacountry, ; 7 
Louisa River; from theneo running up tho said river, and 17% “Chat the Convention have the sole powor of rnisin 
tho most northwardly branch, to tho hoad Spring thereof and apptopriating all publicle monoys, and clecting their 
thenco a southenst’ course to tho top ride of Powell's ‘Liensuror. 6 oy “ 
Mountain; thence westwadly along tho vidge of Powells 18. ‘That, for n ahort timo, till tho stato of the Colony? 
Mountain, unto a point fom which # northyvest course will Will pormit to fix sume placo of holding the Convention, 
suike or hit tho head Spring, or the most southwaudly Which shull bo permanent, tho place of meeting shull be 
branch of Cumberland River; thonce down the said river, agreed upon between the Proprietors and the Convention, 


inoluding all its waters, to tho Ohio River; thenco up the To the fairbful, and religious, aud porpotual obeurvanco 
anid river to the beginnings of all and every of the nbove articles, the suid Proprietors, 


Bill pe Preserving the Range, brought in by thaCom. 9” bebalf of themsulves, ag well ns those absent, aud the 


tnitteo thd road, pnesod the frat tine; ordored to he laid Chairman of tha Convention, on hehalf of them and their 
by for ssoond aonalderation, , constituents, have herounta interohnnganbly set their hands, 


Tho Bill go Provent Profane Sweming and Sabbath. and afixed their seals, the twonty-soventh day of May, 
Brdaking, wea the third timo, and passed. one thousand soven hundred and soventy-six. : 


i 

, Riguanp Hsnngnson, — [aewl]- 
Ordered, That Mv, Calloway ant Mr. Cocke wait on 4 N ANF aie * Feoal, 
the Proprietors with tho Laws that havo passed, for thoir J, Lowrnnnt , gen) 
rusal and approbation hg rims fhe? ; 
porusa pM . N. Suavastrer, Chatn, [seal 


‘Tho Committeo appointed to draw np the Compact ba- ‘ 
ay Propriators and the Pooplo, brought fa Hi rend ,, & Bill for Im 

hs follows, viz: ' ‘ 
Whereas, a tiglily:noooneery,, Bethe. peso0 of the Tho Bill for the Puntshmont of Criminals, rond tho third 


oprictors and the scowity of tha People of this Colohy, "me, and prseod, 

Nhe wars of the ong and the Tivortios of the othor tie ie io Preset? the Ruingo, road the eval ttag, 
6d, wo, Richard Henderson, Nathaniel Hart, $4 ordored to bo ongrossorl, ; ae 
Y Lautévell, of belialf of ourselyos, as woll as tho Ordered, That Mr. Laytho wait on Colonel Thonderaan, 
‘Bile Proprictors of tho Colony of Lranaylvania, of the and tho rest of the Proprietors, with the Bill for oatnblish« 
one part, and tho Reprosentatives ol"tho People of said ing Courts of Justice, and regulating the prnotica therein, 
Colony, in Convontion assembled, of tho ather part, do The Bill to Preserve the Rango, yond the third time, 


provicg tho breod of Iaisos, rond the third 
timo, and passed, : 















most solemnly enter into tho following contract or agrees and passed. a 
t, Jo wits é aes Ordered, That Colonel Calloway wait on tha, Propriéa, 
wid mau the election of Delegates in this Colony bo an+ tors, with tho Bill for Preserving the Range, » * ron : 








Ordered, That a hiv copy of the several Bills 


2. That the Convention may adjourn, and meet again , f tg > 
on their own adjournment: Provided, That, in cases of into laws, be transmitted to vory Settlement in tlils 
* rent emergency, the Proprietors may call together tho that is reprosonted. : 
eldgates before tho timo adjourned to; and, if a majority «Ordered, That tho Qelegates of Boonesbopough be a: 
pol.attond, thoy may dissolve thom, and call anew ona, Conimittoe, to sna that all the Bills that aro pagsed be vans. 
That, to prevent dissension and delay of business, scribed, inn fair hand, into a book for that purpose. 
tig oprtetor shall act for tho whole, or somo one dolo- _ Ordered, ‘That the Propriotots bo waited on by the 
kat i hen Tot that purpose, who shull always reside in Chairman, acquainting thom that all the Bills aro reatly, for 
thé Colony?” signing. ' a 
4, That there be dite religious freedom and general ‘Tha following Bills this day passed and signed by the 
toletation: Providéd, "Thht tha propagators of any doc- Proprietars, on behalf of themselves and their partners, and 
trina or tanets, evidently tending to the subversion of ‘our the Chairman of the Convention, on bahalf of ‘himself and: 


laws, shall, for such conduot, be amenable to, and pu« the other Delegates: Soret Res 
* nished by, the civil courtd# ; 1. An Act for estublishing Courts of Jurisdiotlonyeund 
x 5. That the Judges of the Superior or Supreme Courts regulating thespractice therein, ‘ bees 


ppointed by the Propriorgai it ke supported by the =, An Act for regulating a Militia, bs. atvaeig 
att and to them be answersblefor thely malconduct, 3. An Act for tho PunketmentoofsGrtinaleure i 


i 


559, 


4. An Act to Prevent: Profane Swearing and Sabbath 
Breaking. 

5. An Aot for Writs of Attachment. 

6, An Act for ascertaining Clerks’ and Sheriff’ Feos. 

7. An Act to Preserve the Range. 

8. An Act for Improving the biced of Horses. 

9 An Act for Preserving Game. 

Al] the ‘above-mentioned Acts were signed by the Chair- 
man and Proprietors, except the Act for ascertaing Clerks’ 
and Sheriff’ Fees, which was omitted, by the Clerk’s not 
giving it with the rest. 

Ordered, That, at the next meeting of Delegates, if 
any member be absent, and doth not attend, that the péo- 
ple chaoge one to serve in the room of such absent member, 

Ordered, That the Convention be adjourned until the 
first Thursday in September next, then to meet at Boones- 


borough. ’ 
>? 


ao Marencw Jawsrr, Clerk. « 


4 
MEETING OF THE PROPRIETORS OF TRANSYLVANIA, 


At a-meeting of the Proprietois of Transylvania, held 
at Oxford, in the Gounty of Granville, on Monday, the 
twenty-fifth day of September, Anno Domini 1775. 

Present: Colonel Richard Llenderson, Colonel Thomas 
Hart, Colonel John Williams, Captain John Latirell, Til- 
liam Johnston, James [logg, and Leonard FH, Bullock. 


Colonel Eenderson being unanimously chosen Piesi- 
flent, they took into their consideration tho present state 
of the said Colony, and made the following Resolves, viz: 


Rhgolved, That Colonel John FPilliams be appointed 
Agent for the Transylvania Company, to unnsnet their 
business in the said Colony; and he is accordingly in- 
vested with full power, by letter of attoiney. 

Ordered, That Mr. Williams shall proceed to Boones- 
barough, jn the said Colony, as soon as possible, and continue 
there until the twelfth day of Aprt? next; and to be al- 
lowed, for his services, ono hundied and fifty pounds, Pro- 
clamation money of North-Carolina, out of the profits 
arising from tho sale of lands, after discharging the Com- 
pany’s piasent engagements, 

+ B. Jn case tho Settlement should be boken up by 
attack of Indians, or other enemies, so as to render it im 
possible for Mr. H/illiams to continue there and execute 
the (rot hoi in‘ him, it is agreed by the Company, that 
hejshallistill be paid the above salary, at the expiration of 
thiedajears. ‘ 

erolved, That Mr. Williams be empowered to appoint 
ong"ot more Surveyots, and the other officers of the Land 
Office, for the snid Colony, as he may find it necessary, 
Clerks, Surveyors, and Chain-Caniers, to be sworn before 
they act, 

‘Resaleed. Tn case of the death or removal of Mr, Wil- 
Hama, that Colonel Richard Ienderson, Captain Nathaniel 
Mart, and Captain John Luttrell, or any one of them, be, 
andl are hereby, declared Agents for the said Company, 
with the same powers as are given to My. Williams, until 
a How appointment shall be made by the Proprictors. 

fossa, That the Agent shall not grant any Lands ad- 
Aye) daltgigprings, gold, silvey, copper, lead, or sulphur 
niftes, knowing them, to be such, 

esolved,, That a reservation to the Propriators, of one- 
half of all gold, silver, copper, lead, and sulphur mines, 
shall be made by the Agent, at granting deeds. 
‘Resolved, That the Agent shull take a counterpart of 
ranted by him, and shall transmit them to the 
esiding in the Prosince of North-Carolina, 
, with his other proceedings, by the Com- 

° 






That all surveys shall be made by the four 
ekdent where rivers or mountains so intgr- 


e737 
3 






vehe fy to FBnder jt too inconvenient ; and that, in all cases 
where’ one, sutvey ‘comes within the distance of eighty 
poles fiomsanother, their lines shall join, without excep- 
tion} and that every: survey on navigable rivers shall ex- 
tend two poles out for one pole along the river; and that 
éach survey not on navigable rivers: shall not be.above one- 
third longer than its width... 5 ? , ae 


Resolved, That a present of two thousan noresof Land | 


be made to Cdlonel Daniel Boone, Awith the thanks of the 


* 
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Proprietors, for the signal services hd has refdereil to the 
Company. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Company be pre- 
sented to Colonel Richard Calloway, for his spirited and 
manly behaviour in behalf of the said Colony; and tlat 
a present of six hundred and forty acres of Land be made 
to his youngest son, 


Resolved, That James Hogg, Esq., be appointed Dele- 
gate to represent the said Colony in the Continental Con- 
gress, now sitting at Philadetphia; and that the following 
Memoiial be presented by him to that august body ; 


To the Honourable the Continental Congress, now sittin, 
at PHILADELPHIA. 


The Memorial for Ricuann Henperson, Tuomas Hart, 
Joun Wiiuraams, Naruasien Harr, Jou Lurrreny, 
Wiuviam Jounsron, Jawes Hoda, Davin Hant, and 
Leowarn Huntx Buutock, Proprietors of Transyla- 
nia, sheweth : tae 


That, on the seventeenth day of March last, fot a large 
and valuable consideration, your Memosialists obtained 
fiom the Cherokee Indians, assembled at Watauga, a mant . 
of a considerable territory, now called Transylvania, lying * 
on the south side of the river Oho: 

They will not trouble the honourable Congress with a 
detail of the risks and dangers to which they have bean’ 
exposed, arisingifrom the nature of the enterprise ‘itself, a 
well as from the wicked attempts of cerlait Govarnitir 
and their emissaries; they beg leave, only; to acqualit 
them, that, though difficulties and dangess, at a greal’exs - 
penso, and with the blood of several of their followers, 
they have laid the foundation of a Colony, which, haw- 
ever mean in its origin, will, if one may guess from present 
appearances, be one day considerable in America, 

The Memorialists, having made this purchase fidm the 
Aborigines and immemorial possessors, the sole and near 
tested owners of the country, in fyir and ’open treaty, ant 
without the violation of any British or Amertean "a 
whatever, are determined to give it up only with théit + 
lives. And, though their country be far removed fromthe 
reach of Ministerial usurpation, yot they cannot look with 
indifference on the late arbitrary proceedings of the’ British 
Parliament, If tho United Colonies are reduced, or will 
tamely subinit to be slaves, Transylvania wil havo reason 
td fear, os 

‘The Memorialists by no. means forget ipeir valleghinos 
to their Sovereign, whose constitutional. righteand.prexouly 
nences they will support, at the risk of their lives. ; Thay 
flatter themselves that the addition of a new Colony, in - 
so fair and equitable a way, and without any expense to 
the Ciown, will be acceptable to His Most Graciaus Ma- 
jesty, and that Transylvania will soon be worthy of his 
Royal regard and proteotion. 

At tho same time, having their hearts warmed with the 
same noble spirit that animates the United Colonies, and « 
moved with indignation at tho late Ministerial and Parlin~ 
mentary usyrpations, itis the ernest wish of the Proprietors 
of Transylvania to be considered by the Colonies ag broth: | 
ren, engaged in the same gtent cause of liborty.and of hrauy 
kind. And, as by renson of several circumstances, need- 
Jess to be here mentioned, it was impossible for the Prd- 
prietors to call a convention of the settlers in such time . 
as to have their concurrence laid before this Congress, they 
here pledge themselves for them, that they will concyr in 
the measure now adopted by the Proprietors. Au eth 

From the generous plan of liberty adopted by tlie’ one 
gress, and (hat noble love of mankind which appeaig.in a! 
their proceedings, the Memorialists please themselves that 
the Uhited Colonies will tale the infant Colony of Zran- 
sylvania into their protection ; and they, in return, will dg 
every thing in their power, and give such assistance in th 
general cause of America, as the Congress shall judge, 4 
be suitable to their abilities. 4 

Therefore, the Memarialists hope and earnestly sec 
that Transylvania may be added to the number,o 
United Colonies, and that James Hogg, mg 







as their delegate, and admitted to a seat in thet 
the Continental Consiess, ra he 


By order of the Proprietarg,... death eae Onn 
Rechts dieubegrOnpreidint 4 


a 
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Resolved, That Mr. Hogg be ompowoied to trent and SILA8 DEANE ‘To JAMES HOGG, NOVEMDER, 1775. 


contract with any person or persons who may incline 0 Ad ihe time of granting the New-England Charters, the 
purchase Lands fiom the Company, and that ho be allowed Crown of Great Britain had no iden of any real intorast or 
his exponses for transtcting the above business. property in the American lands. ‘Tho Pope, as Vicar of 
Resolved, That the united thanks of this Company be Christ, protended, very early, to have an absolute right, in 
presented to Colonel Richard Henderson, Captain Natha- — {o9 simplo, to the oath and all that was therein ; but more 
niel Hort, and Captain John Lautrell, for their eminent particnlarly to the countries and persons of heroticks, which 
services and publick spirited conduct, in sottling the afore- he constantly gave away among his favourites, ‘When tha 
stid Colony, Crown of Great Brittain throw off its submission to the 
Resolved, That from this timo to the fist day of June, Popo, or, in other words, by settin itself at tha head of the 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, the Lands in Chinch, became Popo of Great Britain, this old, whimsi« 
the said Colony shall be sold on tho following toims: cully srogunt nation was, in degree, veatrained ; and Queon 
No survey of Land shall contain move than six hundiod = Zlizabeth, ia the year 1679, most graciously gave to Sir 
and forty acres, (except in particular oases 3) and the pur» Walter Raleigh all North-Amorica, hom the latitude 84°, 
ohaser sliall pay for entry and warrant of survey two dollnis; north to 48°, north; and extending west to the great Pa- 
for surveying the same, and a plot thorcof, four dollais; cificle Ocenn; to which immense territory sho had no more 
and for the deed and plot annexed, two dollars, And also right or title than sho had to tha anys of China, On Sir 
shall pay to the said Proprictoss, their Agont, or Recoiver  F¥alfer’s attaindor, this was supposed to rewe) two the Crown, 
for the time being, at tho timo of reesiving a deed, two and in 1606, James J, in consaquenco of the same prin« 
potinds ton shillings storling for each hundiod acres con- ciplo, gianted the south part of the above, to a company 
tained in such deed ; also, an annual quit-rent of two shil- thon called the London Company; and, in 1620, grantod 
Tings, like money, for overy bundrod acros, commencing in tho northornmost part to a company called tho Plymouth 
the year’ one thousand seven hundied and eighty. Company, containing within its bounds all the funds from 
And that any porson who settlos on the said Iuands before 40° to 45° north Intitudo, nnd wost to the South-Seag, 
tho first day of June, one thousand soven hundred and se- Lhis company grantod, 1631, to certain persons, that tract 
anty-six, shnll have tho privilege, on tho aforesaid con- doseribed in this lance, Which you will seo was vory lihe« 
ditions, of taking up for himself any quantity not above six 141, tnd rendered thom (ns in reality they were) indepen 
handed and forty acies; and for cach taxable porson ho dent of the Crown for holding thoir lands ; they’ having, at 
yhay tako with him, and sottlo there, three hundred and thoir own oxpense, purchasad or conquered thom frony the 
twenty acres, and no moro, natives, the otiginal and sole ownors, ; A 
Resolved, That Colono} Richard Mondorson survey and ‘Tho settlement of Connecticut hogan in 1634, when thoy 
lag off, within tho sald Colony, in such places and in such @8mo into voluntary compact of government, and seston 
téantitios as ho shall think propor, not less than two hun Under it, until their chartor, in 1662, without any difficulty, 
dhed thousand aores, hereaftor to bo equally divided amongst “Choy wero never fond of making many laws 5 nor is it good, 
tHe eopartnars, or their representatives, according ta their peucy in any State, but tho worst of all ina now one, The 
ratoable part, (as fully sot forth in the Articles of Agreoment —!aws, or similar onos to those which I haya tuned down to, 
ontored into by the copasinors;) und that ench copartner 80 Necessary in 4 now Colony, in which the highest wig. 
ho pormilted, by hitnsoll' or bis doputy, to make choice of, dom is to inctonse, as fast as possible, the inhabitanty, an 
and survey in ono or moro places, any quantity of vacant At tho samo timo to regulate them well. 
Land jn tho gforosnid Colony, for his or thoir particular use; The first Is to sccuro the gonoral ‘and inalionable righty 
buf not above two thousnn neres, and that agreoable to tho of man to the sottlors: without this, no inhabitants, worth 
nd fd? rateable proportions, unloss on the same tarms, having, will adventure, ‘Chis, theroforo, requires the closost 
and Under the same regulations and restrictions, ag laid and earliest attention, ee F 
dwn for othar puichasog, Noxt to this, is the mode or rulo by which civil nal 
Resolved, ‘That not more than five thousand nores shall may bo brought, or the surest ways and means by whigh, 
be sold to any ono person who doos not jmmodiately settle e¥e! mridial tay obtain his right. 5 : 
on the said Land; and that at throo pounds ten shillings sters _, “Lhona provision for tho snfoty of the community against 
Hing per bundied, and not moro than one hundied thousand high handed offondors, house breakors, 820. : : 
noros in tho wholo on thoso terms. There aru two ways of rogulating n community ; ong 
Resolved, That tho Agont deliver what monoy ha may by cant 3 overy offender, and the other to prevent the 
huge received for the ante of Lancs to Colonel Lhomas Hart, offonco itself; to ofledt tho latter, education must Bo alten 
when hho leaves the anid Colony, and that Colonel Hart ot td ns a matter of more importance than all tho laws whigh, 
pay what money. may be duo fiom the Company t9 the an ba famed, na it is beltor,to bo able to pravent than, 
rihg hat 
lidh “Voet 


ing off the Company’s dobis, 


solved, That FVilliam Johnston be impowered to bar- 
ed contract with any peisons inolining to purchase 


afl 
fh 







on his 1eturn; and that the remainder Aflot, to torfedt @ disonso, ‘ 
He tha poy ment of the Company's othor debts, Peace officers will bo noceismry, nnd thoi oll : 
fo Agont tnko she first safe oppoitunity of romit- chosen by the people, for the people are more eninge Ly 
further sums ho may receive thereafter to Fil» support an officer of their awn in the oxecution of hig trust, 
on, Treasurer, to bo by him applied towards pay- than they will ever be in supporting ono forced upon then, 
Some rogulation of civil courts ought early to be made; 
tho most simple and least expensive 4s best; an honest 
i ‘0 will support rb dignity ee a largo salary, and nY 
. p ishonest one of have no real dignity at any rate, 8 
ig tha said Colony. . General Assembly must be the ayrand foun Q 
AOddéred, That Mr. Johnston do in behalf of the Pro- in such astate, in constituting which, every feo sit 
prietors, accommodate Mr, Petor Hay, merchant, (at Gross to haye his voice. ‘Ihe olections should he f eq 
eek, Cumberland ee abe paiand) with a pre- Jeast annually; and to this body avery officer ¢ 
sent of one thousand acres of Land in the said Colony, for amonable for is conduct. 
hig friendly behaviour towards the Company; or, in lieu Every impediment in the way of incroasego 
thigraofythat Mr. Hay be permitted to purchase ten thou- should i. 
8d Sere being obliged to sottle tho same, at two ggay, 
pobhidg:ten shillings, steiling, per hundred acres, subject to vergrown estates aro generally the consequence of an 
offjcexfagstand quit-rents, unequal division of interest, fof by ‘a subject at his decease, 
SRéiolvid} Thita present of six hundred and forty acres 'Thia is proventod by on equal, or nomly equal right of ins” 
of Lind be miteto thé Reverend Mr. Henry Patillo, on heritance. ‘This has taken place in all the New-Biglang” 
cdndition that he Willtsettlé in the said Colony, Colonies, and in Pennsylvania, to their great enfolumant 
Resolved, That ta Apant duly attend to the above Re- —_ All fees of office ought to be stated and known, and i 
so}ves, unless when the jntefest'of the Company makes the shauld be stated as low as possible, if 
tj a Y 














Ms 







' people 
@ removed—of course, marriago must be made , 
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a necessary, = Some crimes are so dangerous in thoir tendengyt 

J order of the si vin wea 2 - capital punistinients aro necessary; the fewer,of the 6, C08 : 
NY JOHAR oN, President, _ sistent with the s , i 
bus mpllagoyens , 1 P stent with the safety of the Staig, the peter rays (BOD 


557 


There ought to be some terms on which a man becomes 
fieo of the community. They should be easy and simple; 
and every one encouaged to qualify himself, in character 
and interest, to comply with them; and tlése terms should 
be calculated to bind the person in the strongest manner, 
and engage him in its interest. 

A new Colony, in the first place, should be divided into 
amall townships or districts, each of which ought to be em- 
patvered to regulate their own internal afthis; and to have 
and éiijoy every liberty and privilege not inconsistent with 
the good of the whole, 

Tenure of latids is a capital object, and so is the mode 
of taking out grants for, and laying them out. If indivi- 
duals are permitted to engross large tracts, and lay them 
out ad they please, the population of tho country will be 
retarded, 

Precarious must be the possession of the finest countr 
in the world, if the inhabitants have not the meuns and skill 
of defentling it, "A militia regulation must, therefore, in all 
prudent policy, be one of the fist. 

Though entire liberty of conscience ought every where 
to be allowed, yet the keeping up among a people, a segu- 
Inr and stated course of Divine woiship, has such beneficial 
effects, that the encouragement thereof deserves the parti- 
cular attention of the magistrate. 

Torms of oaths aro aver best, as they are concise, and 
catty with them a solemn simplicity of appeal to the Di- 
vine Being ; and to preserve their force, care should be had 
to avoid too frequent a repetition of them, and on ordinary 
octgsions, 

@ preservation of the peace, being tho capital object 
of government, no man should be permitted, on nny occa- 
sioh, to be the avenger of the wrongs he has, or conceives 
the’ has, received ; but, if possible, every one should be 
“brought to submit to the decision of the law of the country 
in every private, as well as publick injury, 

Providing for the poor is an act of humanity; but to pre- 
vent their being numerous and burdensome to the society 
is at once humane, and an act of the highest and soundest 
policy; and to effect it, the education of children, and the 
manners of the lower orders are constantly to be attend- 
éd to, 

+ Ags, in a well ordered government, every one’s person 
‘and ee should be equally secure, so each should pay 
equally, or on the sume scale, for the expenses in support- 
ing the,same. ; ’ 
+ dea naw and wild country, it will be deemed, perhaps, 
{GiBeAIbIe' to erect schools; but tho consequences are so 
iatvand lasting, that overy difficulty ought to be encoun- 
tetgd ratlier than give up so necessary, so important an insti- 
iuition. “A. school will secure the morals ana manners, and, 
attihe same time, tend to collect peoplo together in society, 
ani promote and preserve civilization, 

The throwing a country into towns, and allowing these 
towns particular privileges, like corporations in England 
or Amorica, tends to unite the people, and, as in the least 
family there is, generally, the best economy, so these towns 
will conduct the internal and domestick prudentials better 
thao larger bodies, and give stiength, soundness and soli- 
ity do tHe basis of the State. 

i i Fou’ hava, “in the foregoing, the outlines of the 
pal ay of ‘the Conrecticul. Government, in as concise a view 
as'l Could ;* the gréat and leading principles of which will, 
1 conceive, ia to any new State; and the sooner they 
are applied the better it will be for the health and pros- 
petity of the 1ising community. 
« “A equal and certain security of life, liberty and pro- 
it équal share in the rights of legislation, and an 
distribiition of the benefits resulting from saciety ; 
attention to the pyinciples, morals and man- 
hole, are the groat first principles of a good 
id these well fixed, lesser matters will easily 











: sly adjust, as L may say, themselves, 1 am 
faster : got apse is entirely Git for you, in every 
polit, Ih gfdivt uf and enlarged itself, as we have 
: _ Tts"prliioipal features are worth your attending to; 
“Band; if 1 had leisure, 


would, point‘ouf, more particularly, 
sahil part I think you mnige aod apapte what ad- 
ditforig'are necessary, and why some Barts ald bp sje 

ed,” “But 1 will, if postible, five #o , alter your perusal of 
this, the general heads of what, from my little ieading and 
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observation, I think to be the most simple, dnd, conse- 
quently, thé best plan of Government. . 
lam, sit, yours, 
Thuraday Morning, Noyomber 2, 1775, 


‘Two laws, I see, I have run over without noting upon; 
the one is, for punishing vagabonds, by setting them td 
hard Iabour, The other, for the punishment of theft, 
which you may think too light, but I think too seyere ; or, 
in other words, I would avoid infamous punishments, such 
as cropping, branding, whipping, &c., and substitate hard 
Jabour in their stead, 


8. Deane. 


COLONEL WILLIAMS, AT BOONESLOROUGH, TO THE PRO- 
PRIETORS. . 
Boonoshorough, January 3, 1178, 
Gentiemen: In my last, of the 27th instant, 1 pto- 
mised in my next, a more circurnstantial account than 1 
was capable then of giving, under the confused situation of 
mind I was then in, occasioned by the unhappy catastro- 
phe of my brother's death, which happened but e few 
hours before that. ‘To comply in some measute with that 
promise, and to discharge a duty incumbent upon me, as 
well as the promptitude of mind I feel to discharge that 
duty, I cheerfully enter on the task, and endeavour to ren- 
der some account of whut I have been after since my arri- 
val at this place, now upwards of a month sinca; and ag 
the primitive intention of sending me to ‘Transylvania was 
to establish a Land Office, appoint the necessary officers to 
the snid office, survoyors, &c., upon the best footing in my 
ower, and to make sale of the lands within the said Co- 
ony, upon such terms as might be most advantageous fo 
the Proprietors and satisfactory to the inhabitants thereof } 
my first step was to fall on some method of appointing a 
person to the oflice of surveyor, who should give general 
satisfaction to the people; I thought none more likely to 
do 80, than calling convention and taking their recom- 
mendation for the person who I would appoint. From the 
dispersed situation of the people, and the extremo badnesy 
of the weather, we failed in convening a majority; how- 
ever, L took the sense of those who appeared, und who 
unanimously recommended Coloncl John Floyd, 0 gentle- 
man generally esteemed, and I am persuaded, traly worthy, 
and him I have commissioned surveyor of the Colony at 
presont, though, perhaps, it may be advisable, at a future 
day, to divide the Colony into two districts, and to appoint 
another surveyor to one of the districts, The E a 
Offioa T have disposed of to Mt. Nathaniel Henderton, 
the Secretary's to Mr. Richard Harrison; though, upéi 
consideration, I have thought that the numerous incidental 
expenses wele so great that some way ought to be fallen 
upon to defray them without breaking in upon the moneys 
arising from the sale of the lands, and that the two dollars 
for entering, &«., and the other two for filling ‘up the deeds, 
counterparts, annexing seals and plots, &c., was more 
money than the services of those offices absolutely require 
ed; 1, therefore, haye reserved out of each office, one 
dollar, to answer the purpose of defiuying those oxtrdordi- 
nary expenses; and the offices are left well worth the Gea 
ance of persons capable of filling them with eredity” “The 
number of entries on our book is now upwards of nine 
handed, great part of which was made before f came ta 
this place, when people could make entries without money, 
and without price; the country abounded with Jand-mott~ 
gers; since there is two dollars exacted on the entry oa 
people are not quite so keen, though I make no doubtaba 
all who can comply with the terms will endeavour to'savd 
their fands ; and as many people who have got entry on'thé 
hook, are now out of the country; and cannot possibly pay 
up the entry money immediately, I have thought proper 
to adveitise, that every petson who has made entry on the 
book, and paid no money, that they come in and pay a 
the entrance money by the fist of April, and take oyt 
their warrants of survey, or their several entries will, afte 
that time, be considered as vacated, and liable to be enk 
by any other person whatever. The surveyors hay 
began to survey, and some few people haveibeg 
of getting out their deeds immediately; but.the 
complain of a grent scarcity of money if atid! 
being able to take their gees before, nex teva by 
before next fall ; though ia general-Wway; people seottt 16, 
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be well reconciled to the terms, and desirous to take upon 
them, excopt some few, whom 1 have been obliged to tam- 
per with, aud a small party about Larodsburgh, who, it 
seems, have been entering into a confederacy not to hold 
Jands on any other terms than those of the fust year. As 
‘this paty is geet of people, in general, of small con- 
+ sequence, and J havo inken some sieps to remove some of 
their principal objections, 1 make no doubt but to do all 
that away ; and for that purpose have formed a design of 
removing myself, with the office, to Harrodsburgh, some 
time in Hebruary next, unless 1 should find, from a tip I 
purpose immediately taken there, that I cannot do it with 
safaty. ‘The principal man, { am told, at the bead of this 
confederacy, is one Vite 3 and him I make no doubt but to 
convince he is in an eiror. Among other things, one of the 
great complaints was, that the Proprietors, and a few gen- 
.tlemen, had engrossed all the tand at and near the Mades of 
the Ohio, which ciicumstungo I found roused the attention 
of a number of poople of note; 1, therofore, found myself 
under the necessity of putting a stop to all clamours of that 
kind, by declasing that I would grant no large bodies of Jand 
to any person whatever, which lay contiguous to the Falls ; 
which I have done in a solemn manner. This | am far 
from thinking will be injurious to the Proprietors, but quite 
the reverse; and a circumstance which will render more 
eneral satisfaction, and be of as much utility to the Colo- 
ny, as any step heretofore taken. You will observe thnt I 
am going on to jpstify the measure, before I inform you 
what it is, But io be biief, itis this: the Walls, it is certain, 
is a place which, from its situation, must be tho moat con- 
siderablo mart jn this part of the world; the lands around 
gre generally rich and fertile, and most agreeably situatod ; 
which had occasioned many people to fix thoir affections 
fr that place. Many applications havo been mado for 
iitga grants, at and about that place, and rofuged. Since 
which, twenty thoustud acres, and upwards, ayo been en- 
tered there for the Company; forty thousand or filty thou- 
sand moro, in Invgo wacts, by a few other gontlemon; a 
panalty was complained of; q general murmuring ensued. 
pon considering the mattor, L thought it upjust; L thought 
it a disadyantage to tha partners it gencral; and that some 
Stop ought to he taken to pacify tho minds of the people. 
1, thetelorg, entered into a resolution that I would grant to 
fo one man living, within a certain distance of tho Jadls, 
moje than one thousand acres of land, and that to be set- 
fled and improved in n certain spaco of time, under the 
penalty of forfeiture; that every person who bad more on- 
tered than one thousand agres, might retain his one thou- 
sand ont of which spot he plersed ; that {he several ofjicois, 
who haye claims thero, may cach, on application and com- 
lying with our terms, be entitled to a ono thousand within 
hls survoy, That a town be immediately laid out, and a 
Jot roserved to cach proprictor, and thon the first soitlers 
take the lots they may choose, enter, und inprove } 
K i inyprovement must be done in 3 certain limited ume, 
Ho. ii forfoitod, and again to be sold, Sc, ‘These pro- 
flogals seem ta have given general satisfaction, and every 
one who had entered larga quantities, within thoso limits, 
gives it up with the greatost alaerity; and I am in hopes it 
will meet tho goneral approbation of tho Company; if so, 
Tshall bo happy; if not, L shall be yory sorry, though the 
Becassity must justily the measure. The Falls of Ohio ia 
fi Ch) of al others, within the Colony, will admit of a 
ib yp, Which, from i( particular situation, will inunediately 
become populous and flourishing ; the land contiguous there~ 
$o rich and fertile, and where a great number of gentlemen 
will most cortainly settle, and be the support and protec- 
fion.of a town at that place; a place which should meet 
Mil) every encovragement, to settle and strengthen, inas- 
8 if will, mast certainly, be the terrour of our savage 
hetnips, thie Kickegboos Indians, who border moro nearly on 
bat-piaga.than any other part of the Colony; and as J think 
itqbsey aly HSeeasaty that the aforesaid proposed town, at 
jhe Falls, 1a be Ipid off the eusying Spring, if I fine it praos 
tioable, to raise 9 party-about the Ist ot Marci, and go down 
and lay out the town and stako it off; though this will, in 
a great measure, depend ypon the future tranquillity of our 
ituation, between this and then, for T assure you the little 
Gitagk made upon us by the Zudians, the 23d of last month, 
‘male many people, who ve, ashamed to confess them~ 
ubaid, find out that “thei 
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mountains will pot dispense with their staying here any 
longer at present; tnd J am well convinced, once they get 
there, that evory alarm, instead of precipitating, will pro- 
crastinate their return. When I montion the little attack 
made on the 28d of last month, in this cursory manner, it 
is because | have, heretofore, sent you a particular account 
of that massnerc, in a Jetter of the 27th ult. Though os 
that letter may fail, and not get to hand, I will now endea- 
vour (o briefly relate the circumstances. 

On Saturday, about nogn, being the 28d, Colonel Comp 
bell, with a couple of lads, (Sanders and Ade Quizaeyy) wont 
across the river, On the opposite bank they parted. Cainp- 
bell went up the river, about two hundred yards, and took 
up a bottom, Tho two lads, without a gun, went straight 
up the hill, About ten minutes after they parted, a gun 
and a cry of distress was heard, and the alarm given that 
the Judians had shot Colonel Campdell, We made to his 
assistanco. [Je came :anning to the landing, with one shoo 
off, nnd said he was fired on by a coupfe oT Jndfans, A 
purty of men was immediately despatched, under the com- 
mand of Colonel Boone, who went out, but could make 
no other discovery than two moccasin tracks, whether Ji- 
diaw’s oy not, could not be dotermined. We had at that 
time, over the river, hunting, &e,, ton or a dozen men, in 
different parties~—part, or all of whom, we expected 16 be 
killed, if what Colonel Campbell snid was trues but that, by 
many, was doubted, Night came ons several of the hun- 
{eis retuyned, but had neither seen nor heard of Indians, 
nor yot of the two Jads. Wo continued in this state of 
susponso till Wednesday, when a party of men gent out to 
make search for them, lound Me Quinney, killed and sonlp- 
ed, in a corn-field, at about three miles distanco fron) town, 
on the north sido of tho river, Sanders could not be 
found, nor has he yet boen heard of. On Thursday, a 
ranging party of fifteen mon, ander tho command of Josse 
Benton, was aeepatcii to scour the woods, twenty ar 
thirty iniles ound, and seo if any further discovery equid 
be made, To those men wo gave two shillings per day, 
and five pounds for evory scalp they should produca, Aftor 
thoy went out, our hunters returned, one at a time, till 
thoy all came in aafo, Sanders excepted, who no doubt haa 
shared Mc Quinney’s tute, 

On Sunday, the 8}st day of the month, our rangers 
returned, without doing any thing more than convincing 
thomselves that the Jndians had, immediately on doi 
the murdey, ray, off for northward, as thoy discovered theil 
tracks thirty or forty miles towards the Odio making that 


way, 

On tho above massnere being committed, wo began to 
doubt that there was a body of Indians about, who intend- 
ed committing outrage on our inhabitants. However, we 
aro porfactly satisfiod since, that thoir number was only 
six oF sovon men, who set oft fram the Shawangs town be 
ford the ‘twenty at Hort-Pitt, with an intent, ax they termed 
it, to tako a look at tho white people on Kentuakys.and 
King Cornstalfe, at the treaty, informed the Com! ilone 
ets on this, and snid, for the conduct of these men, before 
they returned, he could not be responsible, for that He did 
not know but that they might do some mischief, and that 
if any of them should got killed by the whites, he should 
take no notice at all of it, For this, ve have undoubted 
authority, and do not, at present, think ourselves in a 
greater danger here than if the abovo mosgaere had? 
have been committed, ite cil 

Another circumstance is, that our ammount we 
scant, 1 donot think there ig enough to supply tis pliee 
itll tho last of March, supposing we should ye have no 
aecasion of any to rapulgo an nOsiny, If we'should, God 
only knows how Jong it will last. If any powder can pose 
sibly be procured, it would certainly be advisuble to do its 
If not, some person who can ninnufacture tho materials we 
bnye on the way, for the pitas of making powder 
Most part of those are at the block houge, or at least with 
in two or three miles of that—the vast in Powells Valleys 
Those (if we had any person who know how propeply,to 
manufacture them into gunpowder) it would be nogesry 
to haye at this place, We have no such person, and: 
course they would be of but little sarvice here, , Nosy 
standing, [ should -have sent far them before nowy bes 
people here expect the most exorbitans wages forvtrivial 
services. Not leas than a dollar a ay Ueda uloniaiiy 
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thing, which will prevent my sending till I find the neces- 
sity groater, or men to be hired cheaper. 
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PRESIDENT, OF CONGRESS TO LORD STERLING, 
Philadelphia, January 3, 1776, 

Your saveral letters of the 8d, Sth, Gth, 14th, 17th, and 
19th of December, with the enclosures, being duly received, 
were laid before Congress. The multiplicity of important 
business which engaged their attention, wekanted them 
from paying un earlier attention to the matters therein con- 
tained. : 

The enclosed resolutions, which I have the honour of 
transmitting you, will serve to show the sense of Congress 
in anawer to your letters; to which, from your zeal and 
attachment to the cause of your country, the Congress 
have tho firmest confidence you will pay all due regard. 


Lam, &c. . : 
y Bea o+  doun Hancoox, President. 


To the Right Hehourable Lord Stirling. 


LANCASTER (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEN TO PRESIDENT 
HANCOCK. 
Lanoaster, January 3, 1776, 
Su: oie Livingston, of the Twenty-Sixth Regi- 
went, and Lioutenant Anstruther, of the Soventh Regi- 
ment, having come to this town on the evening of the ist 
inst., under the conduct of My, Michaol Connolly, tho Com- 
mittee of Correspondence of this County appointed three 
enilemen of thoir body to tuko their parol, according to 
Nie diteseons teccived from the honourable Continental 
Congress, and your latter of the 18th December last. Wo 
now enclose the same {0 you, 
» ‘The Committee gro extromely desirous of receiving tha 
ordeis of Congress, respecting the matters referred to thoiy 
decision in our letter by Captain Motte. It has been found 
absolutely impossible to preserve the peace and good order 
af this Borough, unless some regulations wera made for the 
soldiers who ave prisoners here. Wo have accordingly di- 
rected somo, a copy of which we now transmit to you. 
Sineo that time, we have boen under the necessity at ate 
pointing a Sergoant and twolve Privates, to mount guaid at 
oun publick magazine every avening. They patrole the 
streat avery two hours in the night, to prevent disorder, 
and to carry the Committee regulations into execution, 
We hope, in this instance, our conduot will meet with the 
a ih ey of the Congress, 
“Tam, ait, your very obedient and most hymble servant. 
Se obBy order of the Committee : 
J, Yearus, Chairman. 
Lo the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 
: RECOMMENDATION OF COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
Tn Committoo of Sufoty, Philadolphia, January 3, 1776. 


Pursuant to a Resolution of Congress, and this Board, 
this Committee progceded to the choice of a number of 
gantlomen, to be tocommended to Congross as proper per- 
gpns ta be appointed Mield-Oficers for the four Battalions 
nov, to bo raised, when the following gentlemen were 

ead: upon, and wow recommended to the honourable 
Concines suilable to fill the offices of Majors, viz: 

eorg'e Nagle, Joseph Wood, Henry Bicker, Nicholas 
Haussiger, Caleb Parry, John Beatty, John Macpherson, 
James Ross, 
* Extract from the Minutes: 
Wintiam Goverr, Secretary. 
JOSEPH NALLETT TO JouN McKESSON. 
‘ Nowark, January 9, 1776. 


aie 1 this afternoon, received your favour of 
edem her, I should immediately comply with 
fetue i ihe gentlemen of the Committee, notwihh- 
staddlig the’elfétungtanices af my family makes it exceed- 
ingly difficult for mo to leave them, was T well, 1 have 
Jean house upwards of thee: weeks, and, at this time, I 
pink not able to sear mygshbes. Was I in town, I could 

| Cortinittee, » It gives ime pain to 
hed there is so much difficulty, in Een aN ra to do 

«Sale 


ayh 5) 


we 







bes 
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busiess, in Congress and Committée of. Salety oa 
“« My degouht of the four, shipped for the use of the Con- 


“Fourru Sxnizs—Von. 1. 
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tinental Army, is made out, I should have delivored it 
when I was lost in town, with the account of the cargo 
and disbursements of the sloop Bishop of Landaff, but 
wag not able to get in all the bil of the latter. . [ have 
ordered my clerk, Mr. John Lawrence, to deliver the ac- 
count of tha flour to Colonel McDougall, or to yous Aw 
soon as 1 am able, I intend to be with you. 
Tam your obedient, humble servant, =. 


Joseru Hane. 
To John McKesson, Esq, 


— " 


NEW-YOUK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO JOHN HANOOCK. 
Now-York, January 3, 1778, 

Sin: As it is an object of great moment with us, as 
well as the Conilheatal Congress, to have the important 
pass, on LZudson’s river, properly secured and fortified, te 
think it our duty to furnish them with all possible informa- 
tion on the subject. For this purpose, we find My, Ro- 
mans, the Engineer, employed in that department, who is 
prepaied to lay beforo the Congress his diafis, with the 
necessary information. 

We beg leave to mention, that the place at which tha 
works are to be erected, was fixed before Mr. Romans was 
employed in the service; and, fiom his ideas of the matter, 
that place cannot be iendered sufticiently secure for a lodg- 
ment of troops, and to answer the end of a fortified pass,, 
without more expense than our Commissioners, appainted, 
to superintend that business, think pradent; besides whigh, 
they observe that his scheme cannot be completely exe+ 
outed, with tho despatch tho service may require. 

Mr. Palmer, in conjunction with tho resolve of the 
Commitee, appointed by our Congress to vemove the difli- 
cultios occasioned by 2 difference of opinion between the 
Commissioners and Engineor, has, doubtless, pointed out 
to Congress certain places on the river which would batcr 
answer the purpose of a temporary defonce, and qt much 
less expense than will necessarily attend the execution of 
Mr. Romane’s scheme, We ava fully of opinion, that the 

laces in Mr, Palmer's proposal ought, by all mens, to 

e covered with fortifications, that will cost but little, and’ 
command two consideiable reaches of the river. Wo, at 
the same time, submit it to the consideration of Congress, 
how far the completion of the fortifications, already begun, 
ought to be carried on, either tpon Mr, Romans’s plan, or 
that which has, doubtless, been proposed by Mr. .?almer, 
as ae sense of our Committee who were sent to viow the 
work, ere 
We hope this application, while Mr, Palmer is attending’ 
on the Congress, will not be construed to his dishdvantage, 
Had we been possessed of Mr. Romans’s plan, in its pyo- 
sont complete state, and had he been in town at the time 
of Mr, Palmers dapartiune, wa should have required his 
accompanying that gontiaman. As there is some prospect 
that Mr, Ronen: may reach Philadelphia before the plan 
of fortification is finally determined by Congress, we should 
think ourselves inexcusable in withholding from thom any 
means for enabling them to determine so important a mat- 
tor, on the best lights in our power to furnish, = ibe 

We aie, sir, with the grogtest respect, your. mogt abe. 
dient, humble servants. i 

By order of the Committe : 

Prernn Van Conruannt, Chairman, 
To the Honourable the President of the Continental Con-, 
gress. cee 
at By § 


PETITION OF GLORGE OOFYIN. at a 


To the Honourable the Congress of the Colony of Niw- 
ORK: ‘ 

The Petition of Groner Corvin, of the Island of Nan- 

‘ruoxnt, humbly showeth : i 

That your Petitioner, as well as his neighbours of 
Island, being in great want of the common necessay! 

life, did, in conjunction with Mr. Abraham IZ. an Fl 

of the city of New-York, lond a vessel, in said gif 

provisions for the Island above-mentioned, jn, 

tion of a resolve of the honowable the Gon, | 
ress, And, although the said provisions vg) 









intended for said Island, and there Jan: ae ablg to‘fle 
express orders of the said Abiah i gk, lich 
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orders were, “to go out by the ZJoo/, and carefully avoid 
all mea-ofwar and tenders,” (and which were punctually 
complied with by your Petitioner,) yet ag londing and car- 
rying the said provisions was contrary to the aforesaid 16- 
solve, as also to the intention of your honourable Louse, 
and the sontiments of the good people of this Colony, and 
America in general, your Petitioner is truly sensible of his 
crime in so doing, and sincctely promises not to act, ar do 
any thing, in future, in violation of the said resolve, or any 
resolves of their or your honourable Tlouses ; and humbly 
asks the pardon of all his countrymen for this, his fast 
offence, which he hopes may be granted, and that ho may 
be restored to their favour again, and have hbeity to pass 
unmolested about his employments. And your Petitioner 
will ever pray. 

January 3, 1776 


Groner Corrin. 


COLONEL TRUMBULL ‘TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 
Ikurtford, January 3, 1776, 

Honovren Sm: Tam this day informed that several 
persons, in this State, have, or intend to apply soon to 
your Honour, for liberty to export rum, &e., to Garolina— 
to purchase and impoit rice, ta got a great price for it from 
the Army, ‘The rum will certainly bo much wanted for 
the Army; and I have orders from Congross to import 
riso, which 1 shall do with cash, and at a ressonable rate, 
and thereby save tho rum, 1 tiust and beg that no liberty 
may be given for oxporting rum; and I wish not to have 
the ong or the other matter known, as it may enhance the 
price of rum; and tho other get known to tho cnemy, and 
thereby the risk increasod on the importation. 

. Fam, honoured sir, your dutiful son, 


t Josern Trunputn 
To Governour Trumbull, 


[GENERAL WASHINGTON] TO JONATHAN GLovNR. 
Cambridgo, Januury 3, 1776, 

Sin: You havo annoxed a copy of the resolyos of tho 
Continental Congress, respecting captiies made, or to bo 
made, by armod yossels, fitted out at the charge of tho 
United Colonies, and others, In complianco with the 
resolution of the 20th ultimo, you must, on reccipt here- 
of, libel such vessel as havo been taken by the Lee, 
schooner, or any other of the Continental armed vessels, 
which may bo now under your care, in the Court of Ad- 
miralty established in the Colony. You must use all your 
diligance, thut tho tial he biought to ag spoody an issue ag 
possible, in order that a distibution be mado to the captors, 
conformable to the resolution of tho 80th of November, 

Tam, sit, yours, &o. 

b 

, SOHN GLOVER VO GENDRAL WASIINGTON, 
pout Bovorly, January 8, 1770, 
Mes Lam to inform ee Excellonoy, that John Thor 
nervy steward, Willam Clark, William Wallis, and Tho- 
mas Gorthrop, seamen of the ship Jermny, Captain Lorster, 
mado an attempt to desert from said ship, and to go on 
board His Majesty’s ship Mowey, (now at anchar before this 
harbour,) but was discovered and pievented, by information 
of'dadrew Rogers, second mate, and John Roberson, cabin- 
beyy'st said ship, whom I have sent as evidence against 
thé. 7? 

I would observe to your Excellency, that these persons 
have been treated with great kindness, and permitted to go 
at large, which, in my opinion, they have much abused in 
attempting to dosert to the enemy. I have therefore sent 
the 1 to Henad-Quarters, to be dealt with as your Excol- 
TeAgy shall think proper, 

“ "am now endeavouring to man the armed vosscls, 
whioh at present, is very difficult, on account of the men’s 
not belng”pald ‘cif for thair past services, which is the only 
objection ‘they have. Could that be done, ¥ approhend 
they ivould readily engage again, Elowevor, hope to man 
one or two of them ih a few days, which nothing on my 
part shall be wanting to effect. . 

Tam, respectlully, your Excellency’s most obedient ser- 


ivi ' »  Joun Grover, 
‘PepHlig Lxcelloney General Washington, 
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pover (DELAWARK) COMMETTER. 
In Commlttoo, Dovor, January 4, 1776, 

Resolved, That tho vein. up the eredit of the Conti- 
nental currency is essentigl to support the Uiited Colonies 
in their virtuous opposition ta Ministerial oppression } and 
that the refusing to take said cturency, in payment of debts, 
&c., will tend to depreciate the valuc of the same. 

Resolved, That it appears to this Commitice, by the 
confession of John Cowgill, a vesidonter of Little Crecle 
Hundied, in this County, that ho has refused, and, from 
conscience, shall refuse, to take said Continental money in 
discharge of debts, or for other purposes, when tendered 
to him. 

Therefore, unanimously Resolved, That it is the opinion 
of this Committee, that the aforesuid John Cowgill is, by 
such his conduct, an enemy to his country, and ought to 
be treated as such by overy friend to .American liberty; and 
that they ought to have no further dealings evith him, 

Signed by order of the Committes of Inspection aud 
Observation for Kent County, on Delaware. 

Tuomas Ropycy, Chairman. 


THE MONITOR, NO. IX. 


There is no opinion more necessary to be universally 
inculeated and recoived, than this: That it has been, and 
still continues to be, the grand aim and intention of the 
Ministry, to reduce the Colonies to a slate of slavery, or; 
what is, in fact, tho same thing, to a state of absolute sul- 
jection to the authority of Parliamont, in all the plenitude 
of its imaginary omnipotence. The contrary belief is one 
great source of the coldness and disaffection which, unliap~ 
pily, are too prevalent among us at this alarming season. 

t ly this which cisinctines nunibars to that decisive plan of, 
opposition, which is pursued by America in genoral, and 
leads them to a peitinacious adherence to what thoy term 
pacifick, moderate, and solid measures. It is impos- 
sible to conceive that any man in his sonses can seriously 
heliove that there is any thing unjust, or oppressive, in the 
real designs of Administration, und can, notwithstanding, 
itnagine thoy may bo withdrawn fiom them by complai- 
sance, respect, nnd humility, on our part. ‘Chore is a ma- 
nifest incongruity in the supposition, that deliberate injus- 
tico and oppression are to be defeated by a calm appeal to 
the reason, to the oquity, and to the genotosity of thoye 
who are the authors of them, Force, alone, enn bo do« 
pended on, ag an effectual barrier Against thom, and will 
always bo employed by prudent men and discerning poli 
ticians. 

Nor was there ever any opinion supported by n saries of 
clearer facts, and moro unequivocal clroumstances, than sho 
one I now rocommend, insomuch that I cannot forbear my 
astonishment at the obstinate blindnoss nnd inoredality of 
many, in spite of the strongest evidence the nature of the 
case will possibly admit. No man that governs his jut a 
ment by any rational principles, cnn doubt a single id+ 
ment, that the views of tha Cabinet, respecting dmorica, 
have all slong been the most arbitrary and ruinous imagi- 
nable, and that thoy hava, at length, arrived to such matu- 
rity, as to call aloud for every oxeitiona love of liberty, or 
a dread of impending slavery, can inspivo. 

‘The most undeviating uniformity of principle is evident, 
in all the conduct of Administration, from their first 9 
tempt to tax the Colonies to the present instant}, and 
repetition of its efforts, during a course of years, bas gep' 
to render its true nature too conspicuous ahd notorious to 
be controverted, without the most barefaced absurdity ot 
efftontery, 7 

The aie a taxation is tho most exceptionablo part of 
Parliamentary claims. It is this which effectually overs 
throws overy idea of libelty on the part of the Colonies} 
and it is this, to the establishment of which, in its fullest 
latitude, every stop takon by the Ministry has bocn imme 
diately dircotod. : 

The Stamp Act is an indisputable ovidence, that an jn+ 
tention to enslave us did once exist; but it is supposed, iy, 
many, that it has been since laid asido, as jt was hast! iG 
and inconsiderately taken "py and was found, by kp: 
ence, to be impracticable, But, on what reasons thig 8 a 
position is founded, is, to me, utterly inconceivable 
it is in ditect contradiction to the whelé téhoi* SF's 
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quent events, Had there been no actual revival of the 
principle, tho first attempt might have been ascribed to 
some transiont cause; but, the experiment baving been 
repeated at different times, and in different manners, clear- 
ly proves that it was the effect of system, and yofutes the 
contrary presumption. To this, it has been objected, that 
tho several interruptions which have taken place, by 16- 
pealing the offensive acts, contradict the notion of a system, 
or of any regular plan of despotism. But, it is a full aon- 
swet to this, to say, that though a gencral permanent de- 

_ sign might have been formed, to extend the boundless 
authority of the Parliament over us, yot, it was hard to fix 
upon any stable, invariable means to accomplish it. 

It was to bo expected, that the moans would remain dis- 
cretionary, to be diversifed as policy, improved by expe- 
vence, should suggest, conformable to the variety of occa- 
sions that might arise. It is, also, extremely probable, that 
cabals among the Ministry, intestine distu bances, and the 
rlvalship’ of cont&nding parties, have contributed to pro- 
duce those relaxations of the general plan which have here- 
tofore happened. 

Supposition ought not to be indulged against fact; and, 
if we adhere closely to this, we must bo conyineed that the 
same sphit, which influenced the Stamp Act, has inspiied 
all tho succeeding conduct of Administration, This act 
was repealed, because it was found inexpedient, not he- 
cause it was built upon an crroncous principle. Our peti- 
tions wore rejected, because they contained a negation of 
tho right to tax us; and these, together with the :esolu- 

tions of our Provincial Assomblios, were pronounced dero- 
gator to tho just rights of tho British Logislauno, Iere, 
lio right of taxation was tenaciously maintained and assert- 
ed, at the same time that tho oxercise of it, in a particular 
instance, was abolishod. Surely this did not imply a re- 
‘nuneiation of the dasign to enslave us, but only indicated 
that the present attempt was unsuccessful, and that it was 
necessary to postpone tha execution to some more conve- 
nient opportunity. The Declaratory Act put this beyond 
a doubt; for there our slavery is decreed in as strong ex- 
prassions as language ean afford. ‘Thera, the power of 
arliamont to bind us by statutos, in all cases whatsoever, 
is literally declared and recorded, in cho most formal man- 
ner 

Nothing can be more arbitrary and inadmissible, than to 
interpret the intentions of men in opposition to their own 
plain, exe declarations. If we will aflow the Patlia- 
rent, to know its owm designs, and if wo will ciedit its 
On, ‘positive expressions of (hem, we cannot hesitate a 
tioment, to believe, that it had embraced a solomn, fixed 
resolution, to usurp an unbounded dominion over the Co- 
lonies, 

If it should be said, that a mere gencial declaration of 
night does not absolutely discloso an intontion to practice 
upon it, I answer, that it strongly implies it, and that the 
ease from the one to the other ig natural and unavoid- 
able. 

Should one man publickly assert, that ho had a porfect 
right to tho possessions of anothor, all who heard hit 
would snppose, of course, that ho intended ta do juatiae to 
Wings Whenever a favourable occasion offered, and to re- 

aF tile property, unjustly detained by the present pos- 

sesso. In like manner, when the Parliament assumes 9 
plenary, unlimited sovereignty over the Colonies, it is high- 
ly reasonable to conclude, that a full exercise of the sove- 
reign power is intended. 
' At the fist passing of this act, it was generally consi- 
éred, in America, as a punctilious formality, in-order to 
vent any diminution of the imaginary dignity of Parkin- 
tha 


d.{o preserve an appeaance of consistency in its 


ing 

lanspenatintion ; for a little reflection would havo shown, 
that -s¥ety purpose of that kind was sufficiently answered 
by thé thetled observed in tho ropeal of tho Stamp Atct, 
which entirely precluded every detractory implication, and 
retained the oliginal pee on which that act was found- 
ed; so that any further step was altogether supeifluous in 
that view. ; ‘ 

The Declaratory Resolution was plainly.the result of an 
active zeal for the power lately exerted;.and was:establish- 
ed asa more complete ground-work for future operations, 
Probably its immediate object was to procure a concur. 


But this was a proof of greater confidenco 
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rence of parties in a geneial principle, in order to silence 
opposition to such particular exertions of it as should after- 
wards be madg. Lad tho primitive design upon onr liber-. 
tics been deserted, the policy must have been obvigue, of 
leaving all oxoibitant claims untouched and unmentioned, 
to extinguish those jealousies which had been excited by 
the preceding attempt. 

But, whatever ambiguity thee might haye beon, at. 
first, it was totally banished by the following statute of 
George 11],* which demonstiated a continuance of the pri- 
mary intention to bring us under the yoke, and proved, 
beyond a doubt, that the Declaratory Act was not simply a 
matter of form, but had been instituted as a constant rule 
of practice. In this instance, the most exceptionahla 
branch of the authotity claimed, (the power of taxation,) 
was again excicised, though in a different shape from that 
in which it befoe appeared, Tt was politick to change the 
mode, because it was more likely it should be complied 
with, under a now form, than under one in which it had 
been already rejected. 

Though this act, in some respects, was preferable to the 
former, yet, considered in all its 1elations, it was far more 
alarming and injurious, Connected with pievious oiroum- 
stances, it rendered the crime of the Ministry more glaring 
and inexcusable; for, ceitainly, two attempts speak mors 
decisively than ono, especially when corroborated by an 
intervonieant declaation, so clear and peremptory as that 
which I have been animadveiting upon. A rénewal of 
taxation, after such definitive exporience as had bean gain 
od fiom tho former trial, excluded every idea of inconsis 
deratoness and precipitation, and denoted a mature, fixed, 
invotesate scheme of oppression. 

This act was combatted with the same spiit and energy 
which had been employed on the forogoing oceasion, and 
the Ministry again found it necessary to allay the ferment 
they had raised, by removing tho cause, They, howover, 
only ear a part of the act, reserving the 1:emaindor ag 
a tost that they djd not renounce the principle of taxation, 
and as the instrament of another altack: This repeal, too, 
partial as it was, had the same foundation of inexpedience 
with the other, 

The attack has been sinco mado, and has involved all 
tho consequences of a civil war. By returning to the 
chargo, n fiosh testimony was supplied, of the badness of 
the Ministerial intentions, and of their deep-laid, inflexible 
schomos to overturn the liberties of the Continent, Thiee 
attempts are still more explicit thon two; and, if thre 
attempls to enforce the same power of taxing us do not, 
convinco us that an obstinate design has been mninigined, 
for a series of yeas, to deprive us of all the rights of a frog 
people, I am unable to concoive that any possible degree 
of ovidence would be suflicient for our conviction. 

Every successive ay of the Ministry is a link of the 
same chain. The professed purposo of all the ponal sta- 
tutes is lo secure obedience to the laws of Parliament, to 
say nothing of tho unoxamplod rigour and violonco with 
which they baye boon conducted. The Port Bill, which. 
restiains the tiade of Boston, requires these conditions, 
among othets, as ossential to its abrogation; full, submission, 
to the laws of Parliament, and the payment of His Majegs 
ty’s duties and customs: that is, the duty upon tea, and,’ 
consequently, any other which might be imposed. The 
pretended authoiity of the Parliament, in every respect, 
particularly in that of taxation, is the acknowledged ain 
and end of all its measures, 14 

Tho celebiated motion made in the Inst session, whieli 
the Ministry declaed was to infoxm us of the terms we 
were finally to expect, reserves to the Parliament the ex- 
clusive power of taxation, and leaves {0 our Assemblies, 
only the mode of raising tho sums required of us. "The: 

ednium, or the amount of what we aro to give, is to be 

etermined, in the last resort, by the Parliament ; and wa; 
avo plainly told in what manner this power will be usedegs 

he advantages of tiade between Britain and the Coy, 

lonies, aro said to bo nenily equal, on both sidas; and, 
cordingly, after an inconsiderablo allowanes, for theylt 
venience wo sustain by a monopoly, wo are todbag 
pay full as much, in taxes, as the poople,at dy 
this proposition stand alone, it would b at 
mony that wo have been destined ios 

* Imposing duties on paper, glass, palutersl! steer roa 
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at is dompared and connected with all the preceding cir- 
cumstances, and with those striking illustrations of fire and 
sword which have been since exhibited, it must carry an 
iryesistihig evidence to every ingenuous mind,* 
Now-York, Januny 4, 1776, 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 
(Roud January 19, 1776.) 
Combridgo, January 4, 1776, 

Sin: Since my Jnst, of the 81st ultimo, 1 have been 
honoured with your Invour of the 22d, enclosing sundry 
resolyos, which shall, in matters they respect, be made the 
rule of my conduct. The resolution rolative to the oops 
in Boston, L beg the favour of you, sir, to assure Congiess, 
shall be attempted to be put in execution tho first moment 
I see a probability of success, and in such a way as a 
council of officers shall think most likely to produce it; 
but, if this should not happen ag soon as you may expect, 
or my wishes prompt to, J request that Congress will bo 

leased to advert to my situation, and do mo the justico to 

elieve, that chioumstances, and not want of inclination, ave 
the cause of delay, 

It is not in the pages of history, perhaps, to furnish a 
ense hike ams: to maintain a post within musket-shot of 
the enemy, for six months together, without powder, and, 
at the stme timo, to disband one army and recruit: ane 
other, within that distance of twenty-odd Gritish regiments, 
is more, probably, than ever was attempted. But, if wo 
succeod ts well in tho lust, as wo havo, heretofore, in the 
first, 1 shall think it the most fortunate event of my whole 
lite. 

By a vory intolligent gentleman, (a Mr. £udchenson,) 
from Boston, Y Jomn, that it was Admiral Shuddham shot 
came into the harbour on Saturday last; that two, of the five 
regiments from Corl, mo avived at Lalifav; two others 
had sailed for Quebeck, but, what beonme of them could 
not be told; and the othar, the Fifly-I°itth, has just got into 
Boston. Certain it is, also, that the givatest pat of tho 
Soventwonth Regiment isairived there. Whether we are to 
conclude, from henco, that more than five regimants have 
boon sent out, or, that the companies of the Seventeenth, 
avived at Boston, are part ol the rogiments destined for 
ye and Quedeck, k know nat. . 

@ also loain, from this gentleman and others, that tho 
troops embarked for Lalifue, 1s mentioned in my letter of 
the J6th, were really designed for that place, but recalled 
from Nantasket Road, upon advice being received of the 
avrival of the above regimants there, 

Tam algo informed of a flect now potting ready, under 
the convoy of the Seaborough and Howey, men-ofwar, 
consisting ‘of five transports and two fpomnlegesali, with 
abnut three hundred marinus, and several flat-bottomed 
boats: It is whisporad that thoy are designed for New- 
pdt but genetally thought, in Boston, that it is meant for 
Bongeliland ; and, it is mabuble, it will be followed by 
nidrétroops, ns the other transports are making in water, to 
lie (as others say) in Nantastet Rond, to be out of the ico; 
a large quantity of biscuit is also baking. As tho real de. 
sign catmot, with certainty, be known, 1 submit it, with all 
due deforence, to the superior judyment of Congress, 
whetherit would not be consistent with piudence, to have 
sginté oltthe Jersey troops thrown into ‘New. York, to pre- 
vent an evil which may be almost irvemediable, should it 
happen: 1 menn the landing of troops at that place, or 
upon Long-Jsland, near it. 

4 As it is possille you may uot yet have received Lis 
Majesty’s most giacious speech, I do myself tlie honour to 

B7OnD, of many which were sent out of Boston yes- 

t ANIL is full of yancour and resentment, and explicit- 

iy Rlfontishis Royal will to be, that vigorous measures 
midget titeded, to deprive us of our constitutional rights 
and‘ lie igi" Dhies nmensures, Whatever thoy ba, I hope 
will be opposed «by thore vigorous ones, and rendered un- 
availing add (halllesd} tough atnetified and authorized by 
the name of Majesty, a hanie which ought to promote the 
blessings of his people, and not their opprassion. 

a rR : 

* As thoio are somo loading points; which it a of the Jast importance 


ito impress upon the minds of the pool ition of the 


1 the 
sdnigiidaua, wiuch I am obligod to ma elwil'be extusat! a singe utility 
AT hYjaols wim of thes papers, 


tim gon 
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Jam, sit, with the greatest respect and regard, your 
most obedient and most humble servant, 
Gronak Wasnineron, 
To the Honourablo John Lancock, Esg., President of the 
Continental Congiess. 


“se 


GENDRAL ORDERS. 
Hoad-Quarters, Cambridgo, January 1, 1776, 

(WParale, The Congresn) (Countersign, Amer tear) 

of? * * * This day giving commencement to the new 
Anny, which, in overy point of view, is entirely Conti+ 
noptal, tho General flattera himself, that a laudable spirit 
of omulation will now take place, and pervade the whole 
of it, Without such a spirit, few officers have ever are 
rived to any degice of reputation, nor did any army ever 
become formidable, lis Kxcellency hopes, that the im« 
porlunco of the great cause wo arts engaged in, will be 
deeply impressed upon every man’s mifid sand trishos it 
to be considered, that an army without order, regularity, 
and seer pling, ig no better than acommissioned mob, Lot 
ug, therefore, when every thing dear and valuable to tree- 
mon is at stake, when our unnatural parent is threatening 
us with destruction from ovory quarter, endeavour, by all 
tho skill and discipline in our power, to acquire that knows 
ledgo and conduct which is necessary in ware Our men 
ave brave and good; men who, with pleasnre it is ab- 
sarved, are addicted to fewer vices than are commonly 
found in armies. But, itis subordination and discipline, 
ee lifo and soul of on arm, ? which, next under Provie 
donee, is to mako us formidnble to our enomies, honours 
able in ourselves, and respected in the world 5 and herein is 
to bo shown tha goodness of tho officer. 

In vain ja jt for n General to issue orders, if orders ave 


Not attended to; cqually vain is it, for a few oficars tor 


oxer't themselves, if the sume spirit docs nat onimate the 
whole, tis, thoreloa, expected, (it is not insisted upon,) 
that cach Brigadier will bo attentive to tho discipline of 
his brigade, to the excrciso of, and the conduct observed 
in it, calling the Colonels and Fiold-Ofticers of ovory ra~ 
giment to sevora account for neglect, or disobediance of 
orders, ho samo attention is to bo paid by the Fiold- 
Officors, to the respective companies of thoit’ regiments, 
by the Captains to their Subalterng, and so on, And, that 
the plea of ignorance, which is no oxcuse for the neglect. 
of orders, (but ythor an agginvation,) may not bo offered,! 
it is ordered and directed, that nos only every reginiont, 
but every company, do keep an Orderly Book, to whieh 
froquent recourse is to be had, it being expested, that all 
atunding orders bo rigidly oboyed, until alterod or counter« 
manded, It is also aepostod, that all orders, which are 
necessary to ba communicated to the men, bo regularly 


read, and carefully explained, to them, Ag it is tha first: 
wish of the Genoral to have tho businose of the Army con»: 


ducted without punishment, to accomplish which, he,aga 
sures ovory ofticor and soldier that, ag far ng itis in, Wd 
power, le will reward such ng particularly distinguish them- 
solves; at tho samo time he declares that he will punisly 
overy kind of neglect or misbehaviour in an oxamplary 
manner. . 
As tho great variety of occurrences, and the muliplicit 

of business, in which the General is necessarily engaged, 
may withdraw his attention from many objects and things 


which might be improved to advantage, he takes this ope 
portunity of decluing, that ho will thanlc any’ afficer, of: 


whatsoever rank, for any usofil hints or profitable informa~ 
tions; but to avoid trivial matters, as his time is yery much 
engrossed, he requires thng it may be introduced through 
the channel of a Gouoral OMicor, who is to weigh the im- 
portance hefors he commuwicntes it. 

AJ} standing ovdors heretofore issued for tho government 
of tho late Army, of which overy regiment hag, or ought 
to favo, copies, re to be strictly complied with, untl 
changed or countormandad, 

Evory regiment now eH the new ostablishment, ts to 
give in, signed by the Colonel, or commanding officer, 


an exact list of the commissioned officers, in order -that, 


they may receive commissions; particular care to be taken, 


that no person is included as an officer, but auch as have * 
been appointed by proper authority; any attempt of th a 


kind, in the new Army, will bring severe ‘punishment-p 
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the. author. ‘The General will, upon any vacancies that 
may buppen, receive recommendations, and give them pro- 
per consideration ; but the Congress, alone, are competent 
to the appointment. , 

An exact return of the strehgth of each regiment is to 
be given in as soon as possible, distinguishing the number 
of Militia, and such of the old regiments us have joined 
for a month only, from the established men of the iegi- 
tment, 

This being the day of the commencement of tho new 

. establishment, the General pardons all the offences of the 
old, and commands all prisoners (except prisoners of whr) 
to be immediately released. 

Hond-Quaiters, Cambridge, January 2, 1776. 
(Hietle, Holland) (Counteralgi, Wrllian) 

That every officer may be perfectly woll acquainted 
with the gstabljshment of ihe present Army, in order that 
they may be goveined by it, and make thd returns agiao- 
able thereto, the General informs them, that each regi- 
ment is to consist of a Colonel, a Licutenant-Colonol, a 
Major, eight companies, an Adjutant, a Quartermaster, a 
Surgeon, and a Surgeon’s Mate; whether a Chaplain will 
he allowed to each roginient, or one to two regiments, is 
yet to be determined. Mach company is to consist of a 
Captain, a First and Second Lieutenant, an Ensign, four 
Sorgennts, four Corporals, a Diainmer and Fifer, and’ se~ 
venty-six Privates, and no more, under any pictonco ot 
plea whatsoover. 

Ag tho weekly :oturns which are ordered to be given in 
every Saturday, ave very irregularly made, oftentimes not 
Wefore Monday, the Genoral dusires, that the command. 
ing officer of every covps will be exact in delivering them 
to the: respective Brigade Muajor, every Saturday, at or- 
dérly time, who is to bo answerable to ihe Adjutant-Gene- 
rl for any neglect, or breach of this order, “For the last 
time, it is strongly recommended to those ofiicets, to exa- 
rhine the‘returns thoroughly beltie they sign and deliver 
them to the Major of Biigade, whether pay-rolls, muster- 
rolls, weekly returns, or returns of any other kind, that 
are demanded, as negligences will not be overluoked, and 
falge returns punished with the utmost severity. 

The Genoral is apprehensive, that move men aio absont 
upon furlough than ae allowed by the General Orders; if 
80, be desires thé Colonols and communtling officars of sych 
reginients to rectify tho misteke without loss of time; aad, 
for'n due regilation of this mutter, in futue, no soldior is 
t@hetubsehe without leave in writing, signed by tha come 
minding officer of the reginient he belongs to, and a regis~' 
tel'tHergof made in the’ Reyintontal Boole; which furlough 
is'tobe delivered to tho said commanding officer, so soon 
as He teturns, and, if it should appear that any soldier has 
oveystayed his time, without just renson, a note thereof’ is 
to Lo made in said book, and'a furlough doniod him, upon 
a future ld Speen besides suflering such punishmont as 
may} by a Rogimental Court-Martial, be inflicted, 

0 


' 

as : : £ Wood-Quartora, Cambridgo, Tunuary 9, 1776, 
(i aeo Woodfiri), (Counccistgn, Nor/vth,) 

; Continonta}, Rules and Articles, (a3 lately amond- 
of y Fi baer govetnmont of tho troaps of the thirteen 

nerd ‘olotites, are Ag. if, take place; all trials are, 
theielore, to be under thode attiolos, And, in compliance 
with the first, all officers are to subsorihe them 3 erch Colo- 
nel, or commanding officer of a regiment of corps, is to send 
to. ie Adjutant-General for a set for each company, and 
od Nast aud officers ta subscribe, which last is tg 
he utned in, when the comhissions are given oul, 

38 tfidles ule to be read ta the men, by an officer of 

: Saat : 

ac yt least once a week, ‘I'his to bo considered 
ag 
th 


ing prder, 
8 
Shan rd 






Ce a 
Dipti af Stores js immediately to make ® 
Hun ofall’the stores under bis cnre, here and at 

Rowbury j in doing which, he is to be very exact. An 

account of the arms is wanted, without delay, Jt was with 
no sinall degree of surprise that the General, yesterday, 

saw, after the repeated orders that had been given for 

having the tents (sp soon 98 the barygoks tere fit, to,be en- 

tered) returned to the Quartermaster eee! vera) off 

them standing uninhabited, and in a degrceh, rainoug: 

. situation; and, moreover, hears, that others serve only for 
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bedding, The officers who have suffored this neglect are 
informed that this is the last admonition that will be given 
on this head, : 

It is expected, that the cominanding officers of regl~ 
ments will he oxcecdingly attentive to the trajning, exer- 
cising, and disciplining thoir men, bringing them, ag soon 
fs possible, acquainted with the different evolutions and 
manauvres necessary to be practised. And, as nothing 
reflects more disgrace upon an officer, or is more perni- 
cious and dangerous in itself, than suffering arms to bo in 
bid ordor, the General assures the officers and men, that 
he will never overlook or pardon a neglect of this kind. 
There are madly practiées in regular service highly woithy 
of imitation, but none more essontial than this, and keep= 
ing soldiers always clean and neat. The first is absolutely, 
necessary for self-preservation; tha other for health and 
appewrance; for, if a soldior cannot be induced to take 
pride in his person he will soon become a sloyon, and in- 
different to every thing else, Whilst wo havo men, there.’ 
fore, who, in every respect, aie superior to mercenary 
tioops, that mo fighting for two pence or three pence a 
day, why cannot we, in Appearance, also, bo supetior to 
them, when wo fight for iis liberty, property, and our 
country ? 

The companies now stationed in Cambridge, belonging 
to Colonel Prascott's Regiment, aro to march immediately » 
and join choir respective regiments, at Sewall's Point. 

‘The companies now stationed af Sewall’s Point, under 
the command of Major [csson, ave, forthwith, to march, 
and take post at Fort Na. 1. 


Hond-Quurtors, Cambridge, January 4, 1776, 
(Parole, Amsterdam.) (Countorsign, Degdétt,)> 


—— 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOSRPI NEED, i 


Cambridge, January 4; 1776, , 
Dnan Sin: Wo are, at length, favoured with a sight of 
4 g 


Tlis Majesty’s most giacious speech, breathing sentiments 
of tendernoss and compassion for his deluded American, 
subjects. ‘Tho echo is not yet come to hand, but wo know 
what il must be; and, as Lord North sald, (aud we ought 
to have believed and acted accordingly,) we now kuaw the 
ultimatum of British justice. The speoch T send you, 
A volume of them was sent out by the Boston gentry, 
and, farcicnl enough, wo gave groat joy to thom, without 
knowing or intending it;* for, on that day, the day which 
gave boing to the new Army, but before the proclamation 
eam to hand, we had hoisted tho Union flag, in compli- 


* Punapeiama, Jenuary 15, 1776.—By authontiok advleoa from thar! 
ontmp, at Camdeidye, of tho Id and dth Instant, wo learn, that tha bay, 
and harbour of Boston yot eonlintto opan, that a man-ofswar ig 40 sth. 

‘ toonod au to command tho ontranco of Salem, Beverly, and Marbleheid 
harhoura; that five hundred frosh troops had artivad from Jt eland ; two 
rogitnonta had gono to Jalifaz; two rogimonta had pushed Juto the 
rivor St, Lawrence, in hopor of gotting up to Quebeok, which wna 
vary doubtful, ‘Chat tho two roghnonts arrivod al Boston woro tho 
Fidly-Fitth and Soyoutoontl s that Admiral Sheldham was also arrived. 

Au Jntolligont porson got out of Boston on tho 3d instant, who inform- 

ed Gonoral Washington that o fect, consleting of nino tenneporle, cons 

{uining thran hundred and alx(y mon, tyoro rondy to sail unilor convoy i 

of the Scarborough and Favoy, mon-ofwar, with two bomb-youanle apd | 

somo fut-boltomod boate; thelr avowed deatination in Boston waa o + 

Newport, but it wns genorally supposed to be Long Inland or Virginia. 

Phat n muabor of other tranaperts are taking in water, and thoy ara 

baking large quantitics of biscuit in Boston, somo say for tho uso of tho 

shipping who ura to lie in Nentasket Road on necount of the ico, while 
others believe a moro important movomont ia in agitation, ‘This por, 
son also mforms, thnt they have not tho lonet idod in Rowton of attayk. 
ing our lines, but will be vory thankful to be pormittad to romain quipts 

‘That boforo Gonoral Burgoyne'e dopirluro it wae sirodlated fhrovghe 

the Army, in ordor to kaop the soldlury quiot undor tholr dlatresses, that 

the diaptites would soon ba scttlod, and that ho was going to Engtund 
for that purpogo, ‘Phiat thoy had intolligonao at Boston of four voxsela 

having sniled from Hispaniolu for ile Continont somo find ago, ladon , 

with arma and ammunition, Our advioos conoludo with the followin 

anoodotos 'Thut npon tho King's pooch arriving at Boston, a grad , 

number of thom waro ruprintod, and sont out lo ovr lines on tho 2d of 4 

Januar x whieh bolng also the day of forming the now Avmy, tho groat | 

Union flag wns hoisted on PiospeatHill in compliment to the United , 

Colonies, This happoning aon aftor tho spoachos woro delivered nts 

Roebury, bul bofore they wore received at Cambridge, te Ba 

gentry Supposed it to bo a token of tho deop imprassion tha a 

ith 


mado, and a signal of submlusion, ‘That they wore much 
ed at finding sovoral days olapso wil}iout somo formal mbaatihe logdity 
to a aurrondor, with which thoy had begim to fluttor {hohiwol Vee 

these agcounts camo away tho Army worse call In banrashses 
Rost ont spurl. raat os thgeant bene ay 
those soldiers who would not s{ay bayon: ‘ 4 

thoy were good troops, and tho wl aay iapalinsfor an opporta- 
nity of action, 
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ment to tho Untied Colonies. But, bebold, it was re- 
ceived in Boston asa token of tho deop impression the 
speech had made upon us, and ag a signal of submission. 

jo wo hear, by a porson out of Boston last night. By 
this time, T presume, they bogin to think it strange that 
wo have not made a formal surrender of our lines. 

Admiral Shuldham is arrived at Boston. Tho Fifty- 
Litth, and the greater part, if not all, of the Sovonteenth 
Regiment, are also arrived. ‘ho rest of the five 1egiments 
fiom Treland, were intended for Zalifan and Quebeck. 

It is ensier to conceive than to describe the situation of 
my mind for some time pe and my feclings under our 
present circumstances, Search the volumes of history 
through, and I much question whether a casa similar to 
ours is to be found; namely, to maintain a post, against 
the flowor of the British troops, for six mouths together, 
without powdor, and then to hayo ono army disbanded, 
and another to be vaised, within the same distance of a re~ 
inforced onemy. It is too much to attempt. What may 
be tho final issue of the Inst manceuyre, time only can un- 
fold. L wish chis month was well over our heads, Tho 
samo desiro of retiring into a chimney-corner, seized the 
troops of New-Hampshire, Rhode-Islaitd, and Massachu- 
selts, 80 soon as thelr time expired, as had wrought upon 
those of Connecticut, notwithstanding many of thom made 

a tender of their sorvices to continue, till the lines could 
bo sufficiently strengthened. We aro now left with « good 
deal fess than hallraised reginonts, and about five thou- 
sond militia, who only stand engagod to the middle of this 
month, when, according to custom, they will dopart, let 
tha necessity of their stay bo evor so urgent. Thus, for 
moro than two months past, I havo scarcely emerged from 
one difficulty, bofore L havo been plunged into another. 
How it will end, God, in His great goodness will direct, 
J,am thankful for his protection to this timo. Wo aro told, 
that we shall soon get the Army completed, but I have 
boon told so many things, which hee nover come (0 pass, 
that I distrust evory thing. 

I fear your fleet has boon so long in fitting, and the dos- 
tination of it so wall known, that the end will bodalsiiod, 
if the vessols escape, How-is the ariival of Jrench troops 

in tho Mest-Indics; and the hostile appearance thare, to ho 
réeonoiled with that part of the King’s speech, wherain ho 
assures Parliament, that, as wall from tho assurances I 
have received, as from the general appearance of affains 
in Europe, 1 sco no probability that tho measures which 
you inay adopt, will bo interrupted by disputes with any 
foroign Power?” I hopo tho Congioss will not think of 
adjourning at so important and criticnl a juncturo as this, 
I wish they would keep a watchful oye to New-York ; 
fiom the account of Captain Sears, now here, much is to 
be apprehonded from that quarter, 

TU gm, with sincota and affectionate regard, &0., 

Gronaw Wasitnaron, 


rary 


— 


4 > 

ao : 

h4° 9 \@pNenAl GREENE TO SAMUEL WARD. 

: Onmp on Prospoot.Litl, fanuary 4, 1776, 

Dean Sin: Your kind favour of tho 23d last, is now 
before me. I am extromely happy to find your views so 
affectionatoly oxtended lo the combined interests of the 
Uy to Colonies, Your apprehensions that George III, is 

le! inmined, at all hazards to carry his plan of despotism 
into’ execution, is fully confirmed by his late gracious 
speéch to both Houses of Parliament, In that, you will 
find, ho breathes revenge, and threatens us with destruc- 
tion. Indeed, it is no more than common sense must have 
foxesoen long since, had we not been blinded by a too fond 
‘i hment to the parent state, We have consulted our 

(ighessrather than our reason, in indulging the idon of ac- 
eGmMsdatlon, Toaven has decreotl that toltoring empire 
to sty Tiievahlo ruin, and, thanks to God, since Providence 
has 80 determined it, America must raiso an empire of por- 
njanent durdfon, siipported upon the grand pillars of truth, 
freedom, and religion, based upon justice, and defended by 
her own patriotick gons, 

“No doubt a large army must bo raised in gddition to the 
forces upon tho present éstablishment, You are acquaint. 
ed with my sentiments upon that head alrendy, Dow they 
must be divided, and where stationed, is a matter at pro- 
cry t»broblematical, However, one thing is certain, the 
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grand body must be superior in number to any foros the 
enemy can send, All the forces in America should be 
under ono commander, raised and appointed by tho same 
authorily, subjected to the sume regulations, and ready to 
be detached wherever ocaasion may require, Your obser 
vation with regard to tho Cunadtans has often struck 
mo} that their attachment to the one party or tho other 
will greatly depend upon tho superiority of force. To 
prevent which in some mensure, and fix them to the com- 
mon interest, let us raigo one or more regiments of Cana- 
dians to sorve in New- England, and send an equal number 
into Canada from the Colonias, in addition to what you 
have proposed, With regard to the scanty mensure dealt 
out to the Army upon the new establishment, we are not 
altogether different in sontiment; yot {am convineed the 
regiments will fill to their full complement, I believe they 
ae More, upon an average, than half full already, Un 
doubtedly, the dotaining of arms, being private property, 
is xopugnant to many principles of civil?and natural law, 
and hath disgusted many. Bat the great law of necessity 
must pay the oxpedient, til we can bo othorwwise fur- 

nishod. ‘The pay of tho soldiors is certainly generous, and 

the officois likeswiso, except the field officers, whose pay is 

much below that of any others, considering their rank and 

expericnco, and it will operate to excite an opinion derde 

gatory to their merit. 

My dear, sir, I am now to open my mind a little more 
freely. ft hath boon said that Canade, in the Into war, 
was conquered in Germany. Who knows but that Bri- 
tain may be, in the prosont controversy! I take jt for 
granted, that Jrance and Spain have made overtures to 
tho Congress, Lot us ombrace them as brothers. Wo 
want not thoi land foreo in America; thoir navy we do. 
Their commerce will bo mutually beneficial; they will 
doubtless pay the oxponse of their Moet, ns it will be om 
ployod in protecting their own trado, ‘Pheir military stores 
we want amazingly. Those will be articles of commeres. 
Tho Hector of Lanover has ordered his German (roops to 
réliovo the garrisons of Gibraltar and Port-Mahon, Trane 
will, of consequonca, attack and sullue Hanover with little 
trouble, ‘Vhis will bring on a vory severe war in Ger» 
many, and Win Great Britad’s attention that way, ‘This 
may prevent immenso expense, and innumerable calami- 
ties in America, ‘ 

Permit me, then, to recommend from the sincority of 
my heart, ready at all times to bleed jn my country’s 
cause, a decluation of indepondense; and call upon the 
world, and the great God who governs jt, to witness (he 
necossity, propriaty, and rectitude thereof, 

My worthy friend, tho intoresté of mankind hang upon 
that wuly worthy body of which you aro a member, You 
stand the represontatives, not of Almerica only, but of the 
whole world ; tho friends of liberty, and the supportors of 
the rights of human nature, 

How will posterity, millions yot unborn, bless the me 
mory of those brave patriots who ara now hastening the 
consummation of freedom, truth, and religion! But want 
of decision renders wisdom in council insignificant, as want 
of power hath prevented us here from destroying the mer 
conary troops now in Boston, Frugality, « most amiable 
domestick virlue, becomes a vice, of the mast onorntous 
kind, when opposed to tho common good. ‘The tyrant, by 
his last speech, has convinced us, that to be freo ar not, 
depends upon ourselves. Nothing, therefore, but the mast 
vigorous exertions on our part, can shelter us from the: 
evils intendod us. How can we, thon, startle at the idea 
of expense, when our whole property, our dearest connex- 
ioas, our liberty, nay! lifp itself is at stake; let us, thoro-. 
fore, act like men inspired with a resolution that nothing . 
but the frowns of Heaven shall conquer us. It is no tima 
for doliberntion 5 the hour is swiftly rolling on whon tho 
plains of America will bo deluged with human blood, Re- 
sotves, declarations, and all tho parade of horoism in words, 
will not obtain a victory, Arms and ammunition gre ag 
necessary as men, and must bo had at the expense of every, 
thing short of Britain's claims. vy 

An army unequipped, will over feol the want of spirit and ‘ 
cournge ; but proporly furnished, fighting in tho bestzol . 
causes, will bid defiance to the united forca of meu and , 
devils. When a finishing period will be put te the pres, 
sent dispute, God only knows. We have jootoxpanpitied 
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the inconveniences of disbanding an army within cannon 
shot of the enemy, and forming a new one in its stead, 
An instance never before known, Had the enemy been 
fully acquainted with our situation, [ cannot pretend to say 
what might have been the consequence. A large body of 
troops will probably be wanted for a considerable time. It 
will be infinitely safer, and not more expensive in the end, 
fot the Continent to give a largo bounty to any number of 
troops in addition to what may be ordered on the present 
establishment, that will engage during the war, than to 
inlist them from year to year without a bounty. And 
should the present regiments be inclined to engage for the 
same term, let them receive the same encouragement. 
There is not the least prospect of our being able to dis- 
band and form a new army again, without the enemy’s 
availing himself of the advantage. 

I have taken the liberty to show your last letter to 
General Lee, whose knowledge of Europe, and American 
genius ard leatning, enable him to give you the advice you 
want. He has written you fully on the subject; it would 
be mere arrogance in me to say any thing upon the sub- 
ject, after ho has taken up the pen. 

T this day manned the lines upon this hill, and feel a 
dogree of plonsure that I have not felt for several days. 
Our situation has been critical. We have no part of the 
militin hero, and tho night after the old troops went away, 
Taould not have mustered seven hundred men, notwith- 
standing the returns of tho new inlisted troops amounted to 
nineteen hundred and upwards. J am now strong enough 
to defend myself against all tho force in Boston. God 
bless you and preserve you. Adicu, &c, 

ri 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS 0 CAPTAIN TITUS SALTER, 
4 Jonuary 4, 1776, 
You are hereby authorized and empowered to inlist a 
company, to consist of ninety good able-bodied and effec- 
tive men, including officers, to seve as matrosses at Fort- 
Washington, for the torm of ane year, from the Ist of 
anuary, unless dismissed sooner by order of Congress, or 
General Assembly of this Colony, accepting none but what 
aro well nccoutred with good guns, Re. And you are 
hereby infotmed that you may assure said men they shall 
be paid the same wages that men in the like sorvice aro paid 
on the Continental Army. You will likewiso have liberty 
to nominate two persons to serve us subaltgrns under you, 
who, if approved of by the Ganoral Assembly, will be com- 
migsioned, and make return of your inlistments as soon as 
may be, that the company may be properly mustered, and 
commissions made out accordingly. 
By order of Congress, 


To Captain Ditus Salter, 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LORD GORGE GRRMAIN TO 
MAJOR GENERAL HOWE, DATED WHITEHALL, JANUARY 
5, 1776. 

I waseprepating to write to you by a ship of war under 
orders for Boston, when Major General Burgoyne arrived 
hei on the 27th of December, with your despatches, by 
thewBoyne, which have beon laid before the King, 

-Phie reasons you assign for not removing from Boston, 
in‘ congequence of Lord Dartmouth’s letters of the 5th of 
September, fully justifies your resolution on that head ; and 
from the best judgment I am able to form of things as they 
now appear, 1 am inclined to think, that even if you could 
fa, procured a sufficient quantity of shipping to have 

an eynouation of the place in the manner you 
gay ‘would have been for many reasons an unadvise- 








re * 

“Motil for the plan of operation for the army under 
your cone id'sin_ the onsuing campaign, are, in genoral, 
approved by the King; but I shall write more fully to you 
upon that subjedt in a separate latter, confining mysell, at 
present, to the consideration of those parts of your letters 
which suggest the means of augmenting your force to what 
is necessary for that plan, and to an explanation of the 
artangements we are making fot that purpose, and for sup- 
plying, as far as is practicable, the several atigles 6f whioh 
you have made requisition. es 

-By your calculation, the number of men wanting to 
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complete the several battalions stated in your papet of dis- 
tribution, so that cach battalion shall have five hundred 
men for the field, amounts to six, thousand one hun- 
dred men ; but as the plan of augmentation, by incorpora~ 
ting one hundred men into each battalion fiom the foreign 
troops in British pay, is liable to many objections from the 
nature and custom of their service—and I cannot yet say, 
whether it will be practicable to get any assistance from 
the militia in the manner you propose—you must depend 
for the augmentation you wish upon the number of levies 
that will be raised by recruiting, (which J am sorry to say, 
goes on slowly,) and upon such additional battalions as we 
shall be able to send you. You are, therefore, to add to the 
Forty-Second Regiment, which will be one thousand men 
complete, two other battalions of one thousand each, which 
will be raised upon a plan proposed by General Frazer, 
and approved by the King, and which it is hoped will be 
ready to embark for Boston, with the Forty-Second Regi- 
ment, early in the month of April, : 

You will also be furnished with an additional battalion 
from the armament going out upon an expedition to the 
Southein Colonies,which now consists, as you will see by 
the enclosed copy of my letter of instructions to Major 
General Clinton, of seven regiments ; and, therefore, admit 
ting that it shauld become necessary to leave two regi- 
ments to the Southward, (and J trust it will not be neces 
sary to leave inore,) ihere will be one battalion collected 
from that service more than you have included in your 
calculation, ne : 

The addition of General Fvazer's corps, and of one 
battalion from tho Southern expedition, and supposing the 
reciuits to amount to two thousand men, will make on 
augmentation to your forco of about four thousand four 
hundred men; and I speak with some degree of confi- 
dence, when [ say, that 1 trust woe shall be able to send 
you a separate corps of foreign troops, not less than ten, 
thousand men, for although our negotiation with 2Russia® 
has failed, we are now in treaty with other States for dif- 
ferent corps, amounting in tha whole to upwards of seven» 
teen thousand men, and T think those treaties ara brought 
so near to an issue, that they cannot fail. 

The additional quantity of tonnage of shipping, which 
you state to be wanting for the entire evacuation of Bos- 
ton, is very largo; but it will in groat measure, if not 
altogether, be supplicd by the store-ships already gone , 
out, and by a much greater number that are now prepar- 
ing to bo sent, all which will be at your disposal after thoy, 
arrive, and have Janded thoit cargoes; but should ‘thesd 
not be enough, means will be found to supply the dofi-; 
ciency. 

Your demand for wagons and horses, involves a greater 
difficulty; for, Tam sorry to say, J think it is impossible to 
be complied with in the extent in which it is stated; and, 
therefore, I could wish to be satished in my own mind, that 
it is not necessary, and that, supposing the worst to hap= 
pen, tho naturo of the operations will be such, that a great 
part of the service for which wagons and horses are de- 
manded, may be performed by water-carriage. 

With this hope, I have pressed forward the supply of , 
flat-bottomed boats, of which thirty-two are already ace 
out, and also ten yawls, and as many cutters; and forty 
more boats are now in hand, and will be ready to go out 
by the first ships. Some horses, however, for the use of 
the artillery, and for the carriage of tents, must be pro- 
cured, and I shall consult General Harvey and Genetal, 
Burgoyne, as to the numbers that will be wanted for'thar® 
purpose. : 

jon inquiring at the office of Ordnance, I find that 
the demand made in August last, for intrenching tools, ahd 
of those articles that were wanting in the Engineer’s De- 
partment, had been bidder directions, however, will be | 
given for a second supply of the same sort, and for double 
the quantity of those articlos af that supply which were 4 
board the Ney brig. ‘A 
With regard to the supply of provisions, fora Wf 
at 
my 
i 








other stores, stated in the returns you havo transr 
me, the care of that bysiness belongs to the Trea 
partment, and I have no doubt that the utmo: i 


be used in every step that is necessary to’ bd, (al Boy 
It is impossible to turn one’s thoughts to Garde with 
out regretting the unfortunate situation ofthe” Kinig’s affais 
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ip, that country, and fomenting the obstaclos which pre- 
vented the execution of the measue you bad, with so pto- 
por a zeal, proposed for tho anfety of it, and which, I will 
ventuia tosay, could not have failed; but, when J say this, 
Jam not to presumo that Admiral Graves had not good 
reasons for rofusing to adopt it; at the same time, hoping, 
that, whatever his reasons were, they will be fully inquired 
into in the proper Department, 

My business ig to consider the means hy which Que- 
beck, i€ possible, may be relieved; or, if lost, how we may 
recover it; but, as it can bo of no use to explain to you 
all the steps J have taken for that purpose, I will only say, 
that, independont of tho efforts wo shall make vay eine 
to relieve the town, I hope, that, by the first or second 
week in March, wo shall be able to send Gonoral Carleton 
at least ton thousand men, 

The King approves the nrrangemout you propose, in 1¢- 
spect taan Adjutant-Genoral and a Quattermuster-Geneoral, 
and also your attention to Major Rogers, of whose fim- 
poss and fidelity wo hnve received finther testimony fiom 
Governour Zryon, and there is no doubt you will find the 
yaouns of making him useful. 

Lieutenant Boyrmastor's behaviour foes him gront cra- 
dit, and I will not fail to recommend him to Lord Saud. 
wich ; in ee mean tima, T Jiave communicated to the Lords 
of the Admiralty, what you soy of that gentleman, in an 
official letter, and also what you ropesent of the necessity 
of sending out soamen fo complete the Gansports to (heir 
proper uumbors, and your ideas of tho propriety of aug- 
monting the number of seaman, on board the King’s ships, 
to a war establishment. 

Tam to suppose that Admiral Graves had good seasons 
{or the stop he took to destray tha town of Dalmouth, and 
foatihe did no} proceed to that extremity without an abso- 

to refygal on the part of the inhabitants to comply with 
shore requisitions, stated in the osders ho received fiom the 
Lords of the Admiyalty, which, however, doos not appear 
from ony account I have scon of that transaction. 

Tn your letter of the 26th November, No. 2, you desira 
more particular directions in regard ta tha effects and mer- 
chandisa in the town of Josfon, on which hend, it is the 
King’s ploaante (hat, if prgoticable, the whole should bo 
ypmpved and put into store, either at Ealifae, or some ather 
place of anfety, so that the British merchant may have a 
chance, at Japst, to recover some of tho property for which 
he can never be paid. At the same time, | am to tepeat 
to you, whine was said of Mr. Pownalls loiter, that you 
must use your own disciction, according as cictumstances 
shall point out at tho time of your removal; for, however 
desirable it may be, that those goods and merchandise should 
he seourasl, it is au object that muat not bo attanded to, if it 
should bo found to bo acoompaniod with such diffienlly as 
to.greqte any ombarrassmant or hazard in your removal 
Ar, supposing such a case, the destruction of these goods 
and, mervhandisa will bo fully justified. 

‘si MY ish, fogard to the battalion and detachment of artillery, 
sowing jn North-Amorica, it is to bo understood, that you 
do not filltup any vacancies, but in the tank of second licu- 
tenants, in which rank you toay grant commissions, and 
algo, in all other corps below tho ink of a ficld-ollicer, 
vitich commissions will be confirmed by Lis Majesty. 

ec a —_ 

ee 
@ sabrina 2auMaN v0 PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
Annapolis, January 5, 1776, 

Sin: Several vessels bging nearly ready to sail for the 
foreign West-Jndies, agieeabla to tho iesolutions of Con- 
Bt988, on the account of this Province, our Convention sent 
entlemen express to Wiliamsbugh and Lampton, 
; 





intelligence of the situation of aflaiis in Virginia ; 
iy Just returned, and the enclosed capies will inforin 
of the'atrength of Lord Dunmore, and his present situntion 
ang ayes anger, Qur Convention think it impradent to 
hazard the probuble seizure of their vessels and cargoes by 
the numeroys tenders and cutters employed to mako cap- 
tures ; but the loss of pipperty to this Province, from such an 
incident, appears to them ivi when compared to the con- 
sequences in the sellof of istresged enemy. "Therefore, 
te sailing of tho vessels is suspended, and the Convention 
request the orders of Congress, if not incon patible with any 
“da ed service, that the FZornet an Wasp, said now to 
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bo ready, may convoy the vassals through the Capos. It 
is apprehended they will be an overmatch for Stewart's 
sloop, or any of the tendus, Ouy Convention, fikowiga, 
subst it to the consideration of Congress, whether it may 
not be less dangerous, and more for tho goneral serviga, 
that the Hornet and fVasp should push to Delaware, than 
retin again up this bay. he Convention are vory de- 
shous of a speedy answar, 

I ar, sit, with great rospadt, your very humble sarvant, 

Marrimw Tinauman, 


To Hon, John Hancock, Presidont of Congross, 


renee 


Williameburgh, Decombor 80, 1778, 

Govrimren; We are this moment favoured with yours 
of tho 22d, by Captain Hyde, to whom wo have ondea~ 
voured to give the assistance ho required in the course of 
his inguiy, as well as to show him, the civility duo to 4 
gentleman on the very fiiondly errand he como, Wo have, 
perhaps, been remiss in not communicating to you a full 
Account of our gtuntion, and that of our enemy, Wo had 
Uansmitted to our Delegates in Congress tho state of our 
affaiis, from time to time, and imagined it would, fom 
thenco, be communicated to our sister Colonies, as far a9 
Was necessary, and wo Saw no ocoasion to call on our nigh 
hours for assistance, by land, and did not, till late, ‘hope Tor 
any by water; howaver, on the airival of tho Liverpool, 
man-of-war, with a sjoro-ship, wo thought i} proper to com- 
municate that intelligence to your Committes of Safety, 
which wo did by express, on Sadurday last, aud which wo 
hope has ronched you cio now. The disgiacefil ciroun 
stance, to the Colony, of scizing tho Printer’s matorinls and 
servants, in Norfolle; the captivating our friends at Kemp's 
Danding, ond tho cowardly behaviour of a paity of Militia 
in that neighboumhood, ahorwards, proceeded from the dex 
fonccless state of that part of tho country, and our inahjlity, 
for sometime, to send thom protection, for want of aims and 
ammunition, As soon as wo had dospatched a respectable 
hody of mon across James Rivor, for this purpose, Tofd 
Dunmore issued his proclamation, and dispersed bjs stand- 
aids and oaths, in Norfole and Princess Anne, to which 
the bulk of the people in those Counties resorted and sub 
seribed, and a number of slaves ran awny to Norfolle and 
joined thoenomy. Our Army continued their march with+ 
out intenuption Ull they got to a place callad the Great. 
Bridge, between Suffolle and Norpoltes thore the enomy 
had raised a stockade fort to interagpt their passage. After 
somo skiimishing for several days Lord Diunore’s whole 
regulais, consisting of about two hundred, snlfiod out, and 
passed the bridgo to attack our party, hoy met a dofeat 
so complote, and sustained so Intgo a onrnngo, that they 
have not yot apponyod in action, 'Thoy rotronted on board 
tho ships, and our Army marchod into Norfolk without op+ 
position, where thoie aro about Uvelye hundred of Pirgt 
niang and North- Carolinians, mstors of the-lagds fon Gil 
onal Lowe being convenient to tho place, and hearingyof 
the stato of things there, had kindly marched with about 
five hundied mon to our agsistanoo. ‘The notorious,Lories, 
and some blacks, aro gone on hoard the vosgels in the hare 
bour, and bave embarked offects to the amount of ono hun« 
drad and fifty thousand pounds, as ostimated, 

Our Convention have under examination some suspected 
peisons of property} others have come in, and remain new 
ter; all the slaves, except what nro on board tho vesgel 
have surrendered, on promise of pardon, or been ke 
acing, out of whons some oxamples will be made; aud the 
apprehensions af dangor, from that quarter, seent-fp have 
subsided. Besides the Laverpool and store-ship, which 
ard supposed to have abéut four hundred seamen and ma~ 
rines, the naval force of gur cnomy consists of the Otter, 
of tivelva six, and two fom-pounders; the Kingfisher, of 
fourteen six, and four four-pounders; tho Bilbech, pierced 
fof tivonty-two guna, and, perhaps, now recruited from tho 
slore-ship, sho had, however, only seven, threo and foul 
pounders, badly mounted; the /Piliam, of six, guns, sig 
unknown ; and several tenders, consisting of four schoonerd, 
four sloops, with small pilot boats, none of them very ebd- 
sidotable, except u sloop belonging to, and commanded bi, 
a Captain Stewar{, which is said to mount, top edriage 
guns. ‘The men belonging to all there OF ‘ 

7 : 
ae 


tenders, do not exceed two hupdred,, ri 0 










* 


i } 


ORY 


poe Wo have at Hampton, at present, about two 
hundred men ofly, who have so obstiucted the navigation 
up that river, by sinking boats, that none can get up but those 
well acquainted with it, and have raised some bicastwaiks 
for defopee, A reinforcement to them of two hundied 
mit erieret and will be there in a day or two; be- 
side ilioso, there is a Captain Barron, a brave, experienced 
sgaman, whose company of Militia, being also stationed 
‘there, has been very active in small excursions of vessels, 
in Hampton Roads, from which he has brought ia several 
vessels belonging to Tories, protected others, the property 
of friends, from falling into the enemy’s hands, and has 
taken two tenders, on their way to the Eastern-Shore for 
provisions, manned with Americans and slaves, We have 
‘gtrengthened his hands, by empowering hini to fit out three 
armed vessals, to be employed in this way, and havo great 
eonfidenga in his prudence and valour, We have recom- 
mended Jit ta, Captain Lfyde, that, should any vessels of 
yours be passing through the Road, they give a signal, to 
besettled by him with Captain Barron and the command- 
ing officer at Lampton, which may produce some useful 
pilots, and, perhaps, other assistance from thence. We have, 
tlso, about three hundred troops in this city. 
We are informed of a consideiable cannonade, heard this 
day towards Norfolk, and suppose the gust may have pio- 
duced some effects of consequence tha, If either should 
ogoasion any material intelligence from thence, we will en- 
deavour to be it into tho way of Captain Hyde, on his 
retarn from Lampton. In tho mean time, we have paiti- 
montioned evary thing which occurs to us as mute- 
dare, with regard and esteem, gentlemen, your most 
obedignt servants, 
*  Komunn Pesnunron, 

Joun Pace, 

Rowan Brann, 

Tuomas Lupwext Ler, 


gular 
‘nl, Lt 


P. Cannunaron, 
Dopey Dieas, 
Winnram Caneun, 
Canren Braxton, 
Joun Tann, 


To the Wonourable Matthew Tighman, Thomas Johnson, 
Sun., and Samuel Chase, Esquiies. 


Williamsburgh, Docombor 29, 1775. 


Guntirwen: Mr. Howard deliverod me your favour 
of the 22d of December, I find the Committee of Safety 
have seen those gentlemen; who, no doubt, have made 
them acquainted with the present situation of afltirs. We 
hear the men-of-war are beating down the town of Nor- 
? ~ L most sinceraly wish the speedy arrival of your ships. 

believe we have, at Lfampton, three hundred men, 

Lam, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Wixson Mines Cany. 
To Maithew Tilghman, Esquire. 


A List of the Naval Fotco, now in the Harbour of Noxfolk, 
and in Lampton Roads, December 80, 1775, via: 
Ship Zaverpool, twenty-cight guns, Henry Bellew, com- 
mandey slog) Older, sixteen guns, Matthew Squire, com- 
mander} slodp*King fisher, cighteen guns, James Montagu, 
colimander"s! sloop, eight guns, Robert Stewart, comman- 
dex; Lord-Ditnmore’s ship, Ex/beck, force unknown ; six 
oF seven small conders of small force. 
* The force of Lord Dunmore’s, by account of Colonel 
Plott: 120 Regulars; 120 Marines; 150 Negroes ; 250 
Liverpool, 


, Memoranda of Vessels, Cargoes, Owners, Masters, &e.: 
4, Bloop Christian, Captain Avery, belonging to Messrs, 

ivens, from Norfolk, bound 18 Glasgow, two thousthd 
‘ Bilianered bushels of wheat, two thousand staves; sloop 
Age thei. On tain Filson, belotging to Shadden & Co, 
froin "Geenadas hound to Norfolk, forty-soven hogsheads 
rum 5 jbriy Cornet, Captain Harris, belonging to Guptain 
Harris, from GHaagot, bound to Norfolle, a few dry goods ; 
schooner Poway, ‘aptain Haynes, belonging to Masimi- 
dime Calvoyt, from St. Vincent's, bound to Norfollc, three 
hogsbeads tungfone hogshedd and one tierce and four bai- 
res sugar; sloop Jndusiry, Captain Pieree, belonging to 
Mr, Hebd, fiom Turk’s Ta, hound to Maryland, nine 
Hundred bushels salt; sloop Molly, Captain Servant bélong- 
” jng to Wardroop, of ‘Nonfoile from Trk's Island, bound to 

Norfolk, one thousand two hundred and thirty-two bushels 


Fourty Sertes.—Vou. ty. 
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salt; sloop Swallow, Captain Burrell, belonging to Me+ 
Callister & Co., fiom Turk’s Island, hound to Nonfolk 
two thousand five hundred bushels of salt; sloop Snow~ 
Bid, Captain Horn, from Rhode-Island, bound to Mary- 
land, seven thousand pounds cheese, twenty barrels cider, 
two handied and fifiy bushels of potatoes, thirty barrels of 
apples; sloop Dorothy, Captain Goodrick, belonging to 
Goodrick, fiom St. Exstatia, bound to Nanseinond, in bal~ 


last. 
Troms Exnrors. 





SAMUEL PURVIANCE TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
(Road January 8, 1776.) 
Baltimore, January 6, 1776. 
Sir: Enclosed I send you the deposition of a certain 
Captain John Lorn, of Providence, in Rhode-Island, wha 
arrived here this day. By said deposition it appears that 
there is the greatest reason to believe the ships of war have 
fied upon and destroyed the town of Norfoll, in Virginia. 
I thought it a matter of so much importance that the Con- 
gress should have the eailiest advice of this important 
transaction, that I have despatched the benrer express 
therewith, Mr, 7¥all, of Providence, « gendeman of cha- 
racter, owner of Captain Zorn, who is now here, assures 
me I may depend on the truth of his deposition, 
Iam, with the greatest respect, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant, 
Samunn Purvianon, Jun.° 


To the Honourable John [ancock, Esq. 


P.S. This moment a young man is antived fiom Anna- 
polis, who informs me (here was a boat arrived there from 
Aampton, who brings tho samo advice of the ships being 
left firing against the town of Norfolk. 

Baltimore Town, ss: 

This day came before me, the subscriber, one of the 
Lord Proprietor’s Justices of the Peace for tho canny of 
Baltimore, John Torn, master of the sloop Snow-Bird, 
lately arrived from sea, who did depose as follows: That 
he, the said John Horn, being at Lampton, in Virginia, 
on Monday, the first instant, did hear a continued firing of 
prent ay the whole day, supposed to be at the town of 
Novrfolle ; that a boat (as he was informed) was sent the 
same day from Lampton to know the enuse of said firing, 
which, he was informed by Captain Barron, commmthder of 
a cruiser belonging to Iampion, brought adVico flfat the 
vessels of war were firing upon the town of Norfolk; that 
about four o’clock in the afternoon of the same day,n great 
flame and smoke was perceived at Hampton, supposed to 
proceed from the town of Novrfolle beivg on fire, That 
this deponent sailed from Ilampion on Monday, the sane 
ovening, during which, and the-whole night following, he 
heard 2 continual firing of groal guns, and observed a grent 
flame towards Norfolk; that on Tuesday, all day till about the 
middle of the afternoon, he heard a continual firing of great 
guns, and observed a groat smoke ascending flora ‘the same 
quarter, and futher this deponent saith not. 


y Jou Hotexgy 
Sworn befoye me at Baltimore, Fear: 
Ilex, Cotinrunay, 


% 


ORDERS FROM NAVAL COMMITTEE TO THE CONMANDER-IN~ 
CHIEF OF THE FLEET OF THE UNITED caller 


In Nayal Commiltos, Janiatpro'1776, 


Orders and directions Jor the Commander-tn-¢ ‘fof the 
Fleet of the Unrren Cononrds 


‘ 

You aro to take care that proper discipline, good order, 
and peace, be preserved amongst all the ships, and their 
companies, under your command, hy 

You ae to diiect the several Captains to make, dy 
and deliver monthly, or oftener, an exact return of the off 
ceis, seamen, and marines, on board of ench tegh p 
vessel, noting their paticular condition and cixglirys 
also, the quantity and quality of provisions 
every kind, together with the state of the ai 
which returns, or copies of them, yott 


Congress, or a Committee appointed? byt 
such leturns, as often as oppattinliy af 
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You aro, by evary means in your power, to keep up an 
exuct correspondence with the SON g1088, OF Committee of 
Congress aforesaid, and with the Gommander-in-chiel of 
the Continental Forces ju Amerted, 

As, by your instruotions, you aro ompowered to equip 
gual vessels ng may fell into your power, and to appoint 
ofticers for such vessels; ng often us this shull happen, you 

+ ara, by the very fiat opportunity, to transmit to Congress, 
or the Committee aforesaid, the burden, force, and manner 
of equipment of such vessels, together with an exact list of 
such officers ns you may appoint, in order that their ap- 
pointment may be confirmed by Congress, or others bo 
appointed in their stead. 

» You will be pasticulaily eneful to give such orders and 
instructions in writing to the officers under your command, 
ta the goad of the service may, in every case, require ; to 
devise or adopt, and give out to the commanding oficer 
of every ship, such signals and other marks and distinetions 
as may be necessary for their direction. 

You are to take very particular caro that all the men 
under your command be propeily fed and taken care of, 
‘whon iley are in health, as well as when thoy are sick or 
wounded, You will, also, very carefully attend to all the 
jast complaints which may be made by any of the people 
wader your command, and seo that they are speedily and 
effoctually radressod, for on a careful attention to these im- 
portant subjects, the good of the sorvice essentially depends. 

You aro always to be exceedingly curafal that your arms, 
ag wall great ag small, be kept in dhe very best condition 
for servico, and that all your cartridges, powder, shot, and 
avery ncequirament whatsoever, belonging to them, be kept 
in the most exnot order, always ft for immediate service, 
§u You will carofully attend to such prisoners as may fall 
into. your hands, and sco that they be well and humancly 
treat, You may also sond your prisoners on shoro, in 
such convenient places where they may be delivered to the 
Conventions, Committees of Safety, or Inspection, in order 
to their being taken care of and properly provided for, 

You will, also, give proper orders and directions to tho 
Captains or Commanders of the ships or yesséls under your 
¢ommand, in caso they should bo separated by stress of 
weather o any other accidunt, in what manner, and at what 
places they shall again join you, 

Serenen Horxis, 
Cunisropier Ganspen, 
Sinas Drans, 

Josnru Enwns. 


’ 


. ¥ *y 
a a RopyRe YACKS LO JONATHAN UAMNPTON, 
pe Galt Now-York, January 5, 1776, 


ba iy 
Bins Yay have, by Mr. Christopher Duyekincl, eigh= 
ie quarter casks of powdor, containing, large weight, four 
“ plindred and fifty pounds, to pay soma powder wo had last 
ment the Committees of Brunswick and Elizabeth 
fan an ayood for the Continental Army, which J pray 
you! uth in obiarge, and cause tho payment to bo made 
to thosérCommitteos, and give Mr. Duyekinrh a recoipt 
for the powder. 
im, deaysir, in haste, your humble servant, 
Rozent Yarus, Chairman. 


ihe ton, Esq., Chairman of the Committee 
fhitowhh. 





+ PROTEST OF KINDURTOOK (NEW-YORK) comment, 
After"those clear and convincing lights, which we have 
throws, dn the business of the Kinderhook clection, have 
been # ardéd, we can piotnise little benefit to ourselves 
i 
$ 


ny, jer appeal, either to reason or he Wo have 

Ny hg Inte Committeo for our District conformed 

fo (te rales ofthe Congress and of this Board; that a rogu> 
Iar poll was peld, at whioh they were appointed to presido, 
atid of which ‘they ware, like other returning officers, tho 
ouly judges Inthe first ‘instance. Wo have proved that 
the rejection of aven legal votes, does not absolutely vitiate 
an_ election ; and we'have declarad our readiness to conform 
-sto,fhe practice of all publick bodies in the case of scrutinies, 
is the invavinble usage to strike off from the poll 
ave been admitted without the Jogal qualification, 
guah as, being duly qualified, have been rejected 
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provided thoy tendered their votos at the elention : aod 
to confirm this doctrine, wo have alluded ta Gie procedds 
ings of the Common Counoil of this city, in the-sérudsty 
between Yates and Lyn, within a few years. Waxlitya 3 ae 
monstrated agninst the pornicious tendency of ini ants 
countenancing individuals whe have acted in oper ttid yar 
ton violation of all precedents, nnd oven of the ofdét vot. 
this Board, We aro, therefore, constiained by tho exiyendy 
of our case, solenmly to protest agninst this proceeding of 
tho Committee, and to declare, that from heneeforth, they 
District of Kinderhook is no longor representod ut this?” 
Board; and in this measure wo stand justified to our condi, 
stituents, as well as our consciences, charging all the mis 
chief upon that decision by which the right of election is 
taken away fiom the District and vostod in this Committedy 
and by which the majority of olectors is saciificed to the 
minority. Such a conduct, too, wo conovive, higg a mani- 
fest tendeney to destroy that union which soe pa@ople pree 
tend such zeal to innintain ; and, by lossening the authority 
of Congresses and Committees, and encournging a breach of 
their rules and orders, is subversive of that system of power 
which the United Colonies havo thought proper to estar 
Llish in carrying on their defence. 

Tho above was delivered in to the Addany County Com» 
mitteo, the 6th Jantary, 1776, by the District Clammuitie 
of Kinderhook, and signed by ae: 

Ayonnas Winnuox, 
Conneutus V. Sonaacx, Jun., 
Barane Vannenvanr, 
Dincx Ganpintrn, 
Commiltes, 


. 
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NOVIGH FOR ELECTION OF A COMMITTEE VOR KINDERHOOR, 
NEWYORK, 
Albany, January 6, 17767 * 

Whereas, tho General Committes of the City and County 
of Albany, by their Resolve entered into on the Sth instant, 
have invalidated the Jato raturn of the election for 1 Come 
miltco in the District of Kinderhook, and ordered that a naw 
election be held in said District, on Monday, tho 18th day 
of January, instant, at tho house of Zobias Van Buren, in 
said District; and that Messrs, Peter Van Ness, Richard 
Lsslstyn, John N. Beekman, Jacob Schermerhorn, and 
Matthew Adgate, or any threo of thom, be a Committee 
to hold the election ; and that the Chairman of the County 
Committee give previous notice, by advertisenvent, to thé 
inhabitants of soil District, of thetime and place of such 
cloction ; and that four persons be chosen to ropresont said 
District in Genoral Committec : 

In pursuance of the said Resolution, it is hereby death. 
od, that the said clection will be held on the day, and at 
dio place aforesaid, at ten o’clock in the forongon, nndiths 
inhabitants of said District aro horeby notiligg 6f suid,Ra- 
solves, and oarnasily requested to attend ai loud ud 
place aforesaid, for the purpose aloresnid he uy at 

hatman, | 
ae Tg 


Avnanan Yarns, Jui 
Hew 
GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASTTINGTON, | +y 
Albany, Frigay, January 5, 1778, 

T do not hesitate a moment to answer my dear Gena« 
ra’s question in tho affirmative, hy declaing that now or 
never is the time for every viltuous American to oxert 
himself in the cause of Jibeity and his countrys and that 
it is becomo a duty choorfully to sacrifice the sweets of 
domestic felicity, to attain the honest and glovigustend 
America has in view; and Lean, with a good conscianees 
detlore, that I have devored myself to the service of my 
country in the firmest resolution to sink or swim with it, 
uninxious how I quit the sitige of lile, provided that T leave 
to my areas tho happy roflection that their ancestor 
wag an honest American, ‘ 

Here, my dear sir, you will ask, why thon do you wisli te 
relire from a publick office? Not because L am deterred ‘by. 
any difficulties I have experionced, or any that gright heres 
afer presont thomsclves; for I have had rapodtéd experi- 
ence in the course of life, that what the greator part of mane 
kind doem impossibilities, exist only in idea, and are suyw 
mountable by a steady perseveranca; but because { think 
I should prejudice my county by continaingiany longanlar * 
this command, -The Tayeaitable: opinion that yStiyane 

a 
’ 


we 
. ‘ 
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pleasod tq saijtsiflain. of me, obliges me to an explanation, 
Which sel Ligive ydit in confidence. 1 have already in- 
-formodaya 1.0f the disagreeablé situation | have been in du- 
( paign, but [ would waiye that, were it not that 
jefly arisen from prejudice and jealousy; for 1 
tout particular persons of rank in the Aimy who 
WaplFequenily declared, that the General commanding in 
{Syjuarter, ought to be of the Colony fiom whence the 
jatity of the troops came ; but it is not fiom opinions or 







; 

-agBieiples-of individuals that I have drawn the following 
*"FGonclusion: That troops from the Colony of Connecticut, 
? féwill not bear with a General from another Colony; it is 


Pr 
yi 
a 


from the daily and common conversation of all ranks of 
people from da Colony, both in and out of the Army, and 

aSsure you, that I sincerely lament that a people of so 
much publick virtue should be actuated by such an unbe- 
coming gjpalousy, founded on sueb a narrow principlo—a 
principleréxtremely aniiiendly lo our righteous cause, as it 
tends to alienate the affections of numbers in this Colony, 
in spite the most favourable coustructions that prudent 
men, and real Americans amongst us, attempt to put upon 
it; and although [ frankly avow that I feel a resentment, 
yet I shall continue to sacrifice it to a nobler object—the 
weal of that country in which I have drawn the breath of 
life—regolved ever to sock, with unwearied assiduity, for 
Opportunities to fulfil my duty to it. 

E shall to-motrow write to General Montgomery to collect 
the evidense in support of the charge against Prescott, and 
entreat-him to be very paiticular, As the prisoners taken 
an b the vessels in the St. Lawrence are not yet pass- 
ed, it pisbablo that I may, by their means, be able to 
forhistyyour Excellency with some accounts of the usago 
Adilenteceiyed. 

Since “the receipt of your Excellency’s, of the 18th, 
“Major Rogers is come to this town. I sent to him, aud 
amongst’ a’ variety of passes, he produced a late one from 
the Committee of New-Lampshire, to pass unmolested to 
Now» York, for which place he sets out to-day. I believe 
there is no truth in the intelligence sent by Mr. Wheelock, 
for [ find upon inquiry, that Rogers anived at this place 
aftay St. Joha’s was invested, and that he went fiom 
henge *to Ne-Englend, 1 shall, however, make further 
inquiries. 1 shall forward tho account against Captain 
Morgan to Colonel Arnold, by next post. 

You will perceive by the enclosed, that the junction of 
Genoral Montgomery and Col, Arnold hastaken place, but 
rel ‘99,48 80 small, gnd the weather has been so severe, 
that aeatthey have not been able to possess themsolves 
of Quebeck. ‘Should an attempt have been made to storm 
it, und-have proved fruitless, and accidents have happened 
to Moniganery and Arnold, I tromble lest Canada should 
be lost, “ICT could procure any men, 1 would send them to 
Cahdda immpdiately ; but 1 know not whore to get any. 
Evol} Ticonderoga and Fort-George aro by this timo, I 
fear, loft to the ome of the Commissary of Provisions and 
Conductor BfArtillery, The officers to whom L had issued 
warrants, to rise four companies, meot with no success. 

The ft sol the cannon arrived hero on Wednesday, and 
the wi Is Ip mn its way, but detainod by tho weakness of 
the’ Ping sows River, occasioned by the uncommon 
fitildiesseof t11@ weathor for several days past. One fiosty 
night, if not deferred too long, will, however, put every 
thing in order, and 1 hope you will soon have the pleasure 
of ‘sebing all at Cambridge, 

+ To-morrow, thirteen of tha Caughnawaga tribe, under 
the care of Major Wales, will set out for Cambridge, on a 
sit, 
3 «Wour letter to Genainl Towe gave me great plensite, 
Ghitieanrer must convince mankind of your raed 
jag ftiotation:is trifling, and unbecoming a gentleman. His 
lettéiysk: believes will be eventually a censure on General 
“Carletotys + * 
«1s Lephall dmmediately forward to your Excellenoy what 
oldtiiing cin be spared from here; great part of it is not 
yet made up, 
“, Sunda anya 7,:1776,.-—Yesterday a flost came on, 
and this, morniitg L bad; the satisfagtion to-see the first divi- 
sjon of sleds, with cannon, oross the river, 
b 


t Should shere 
@isnow all the way to Cambridge, they will: probably 


* arrive there abdut this day week, ‘ 


2A Mr, Gamble, who was mado prisoner with Brigadier 
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Prescott, and wha was a Deputy Quartermaster-General 
in Canada, has enteated me to intercede with your Excel- 
leney to get him exchanged. He urges that he must be 
ruined unless he can get back to Canada, Although I by 
no means wish to prejudice an individual, yet [ do not 
think it prudent that he should go to Quebeck, unless it is 
in our possession. When that bappens, | can see rio incon+ 
veniency in exchanging him, or permitting him to go, and 
shall esteem it asa favour if he can then procure your leave, 
and if you can get him exchanged, that he may not lose 
his oflice. He writes to General Lee on the subject. I 
have expressly informed him that 1 did not think be could 
be permitted to go to Quebeck, until after its reduction. 

e pleased to accept the compliments of the season, 
and my best wishes. I have the honour to be, with un- 
feigned esteem, your Exxcellency's most obedient, and most 


humble servant 
m i Pinuie Sonvuyier. 


To His Excellency General Washington. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FHOM MONTREAL, DATED JANUARY 
5, 1776, 


1 came here last night, with despatches to General IPpos~ 
ter, having just time to acquaint you, per express, that on 
the 30th instant two attacks were tnade by our troops 
on Quebeck, and a feint at Cane-Diamond; the one at 
St. Roque’s, by Colonel Arnold’s detachment, consisting 
of about four hundred mén, with sixty of Captain Lambie 
company of aitillery, and a party of Indians; the other, at 
Drummond's whorl, under Cape-Diamond, by the News 
York troops, commanded by Gen. Montgomery, who was at 
their head. The attack was commenced betweon five and 
six a’elock, in the moiing. It is with the greatest con~ 
corn 1 inform you, that our brave General, his Aid-détamp 
Mr. Macpherson, and Captain Cheeseman, fell the first fire, 
in (ho glorious attempt. J was with the General's party, 
and near him when he was killed, Mr, Macphersom bebaved 
with spirit, and was an honour to his conntry. We passed 
the first barsier without opposition, This fatal stroke, of 
losing our General, threw our troops inta confusions and 
wo received orders hom Colonel Campbell to retire, with 
the loss of about fifteen men, Colonel Arnold's detachment, 
on the south side, forced two barrieis out of four, and about 
nine o’clock thoy were suriounded, and under the neces- 
sity of suirendering thomselves prisoners of war, They are 
very well treated. Governour Carleton b eu gfieneral 
Montgomery and Mr. Macpherson with all UF hétsurs of 
war, Major Meigs is out on parole of hogour, forsthree 
days, and has leave to carry in all the oi baggage. 
Colonel Arnold was wounded in the smallef*his leg; at 
tho first burrier, as was Major Ogden, and they both.ta- 
tired ; Colonel Green had the command afterwards, Colonel 
Arnold’s detachment behaved with the greatest bravery, 
and struck terrour into General Carleton, or be would not 
treat them as he doas, Major Meigs says General Qarle- 
ton does not expect to hold Quebeck long. Captain JTen- 
dervicls, of the Pennsylvania viflemen, Licutenant Lh» 


phries, of Morgqn’s company, of Virginia rifegnen, and, 
Lieutenant Cooper, of Captain Manchet’s gpnipan * 
killed; Cuptain Lemd is slightly wound abo Lone 
hundred privates are killed and wounded, fer 
eae: 
oe 
GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL WASUINGTON., "fy? 
« Janunifgi Pii6, 7 
Dear Genenav: The consequences of fh my’s 
possessing themselves of Now- York, have gpjearedto nie 
so terrible, that I have scaycely been abl 


iglsy from. 
apprehensions on the subject. ‘These apprehensions daily 
incieass. You have it in you power, at present, to pros 
yent this dreadful event. If 1 do not mistake, the Qony 
gress have given you authority to take any step in thet 
place, as well as here, which you shall think necessar 
the publick service; but if they have not givenaye 
pressly ond literally, authority with respoot to, 
New-York, | am confident that anf*me 
right to plan, and put in execution; will, 
have the greatest reason to beliove, fret? 
tick intelligence, that the bgst setpbef 
expect drat, you would take: Budlegp ane! 
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ring every matter of importance to them is, in fact, defeat- 
ing the project. We havo an instance of this in the fate 
of the motion for seizing the person of Mr. Zryon. To 
you they look up for decision, By your conduct thoy ale 
to be inspired with decision, In fact, your situation is such, 
that (ho salvation of tho whole depouds on your suiking, at 
cortain orises, vigorous strokes, without previously commu- 
nicating your intention, On this principle, I venture to 
propose the following scheme, and to offer inysulf for the 
execution : 

New-York must be secured; but it will never, I am 
afraid, be secured by diect order of the Congress, for ob- 
vious reasons. They find themselves awkwardly situated on 
this head. You must step in to their relief, J am sonsiblo 
that no man can be spared from the lines, in our prosent 
circumstances ; but L would propose that you should detach 
ma into Connecticut, and lend your name for collecting a 
hody of volunteers, I am assured that I shall find no dif- 
fully in assembling a suficient number for the pores 
wanted. ‘This body, in conjunction (if there should ap- 
pedr occasion to summon them) with tho Jersey regimont, 
under the command of Lord Srirding, now at Llizabeth« 
town, will effect the seemity of New- Yorke, and the oxpul- 
sion or suppression of thai dangerous banditti of Tories who 
have appeared in Long-Island, with the professed inten« 
tion of acting against the authority of the Congress, Not 
to crush these serpents, before their rattles avo grown, 
would be ruinous. Lam assured, likewise, that the Con 
necticue voluntears, who will oer themsolves for tha sore 
vieo, will expect no pay, but at most tha oxpongos of thoir 
provisions, and, perhaps, of carringos for the conveyance 
of their baguage, When once we have secured the place 
with stroet-fortifications, and engaged tho friends of liberty 
30 ga they cannot recade, purged the city and Long 
Island of tho leading tories, tho residence of those Connec- 
feu? volunteers will be no longer necessary ; for thero is 
no tenson to doubt that tho Congress will dotach troops 
fom Pennsylvania, to grivison the place, although, from 
‘reasons hinted at, they may not choose to commence the 
oporation, ‘Chis manwuvie [not only think prudent and 
right, but absolutely necessary to our salvation; and if it 
mebis, ag T ardently hope it will, with your approbation, 
the,sodner it is on{ered upon the better, Indeed, the de- 
lay of a single day may be fatal, 

Jam, done General, yours, most respectfully, 

oie, Cuarves Ler, 
Fon oF GOVERNANNT ASSUMED BY ‘THE COLONY OF NEW+ 
? ron AMPSIIRE, 

Hee Reap Xn Conyrons, at Exotor, January 6, 1776, 
We tones of tho Congress of the Colony of 

atu: Hampagiire, chosen and appointed by the freo ‘sul 

ed @fatho ~peopla of suid Colony, and authorized and 
powered by thom to meat togathar, and usa such manne, 
Ng hh measures, ns we should judge bost for tho 
rahe nd, in purticular, to ostablish somo form 
of stent, provided that moasure should bo recom- 
mended by the Continental Congress: And a recommen- 
dation to that purpose having been tiansmitied to us from 
the-gaid Congress, have taken into our serious considera 
happy cicumistances into which this Colony is 
if of many griovous and oppressive ais 








i ailfiment—depriving us of our native and 
onal Metts and privileges: ‘To force obedience to 
which els, a powerful fleet and army have been sent into 
this country by the Ministry of Great Britain, who have 
exercised a wanton and cruel abuse of their power, in de- 
stroying the lives and properties of the Colonists, in many 

laceg, cf § re and sword—taking the ships and laden 
1 ‘of the honest and industrious inhabitants of this 
Oolopy, Hpoved in commerce agroenbly to the laws and 
oust ig tithe used here: ‘The sudden and abrupt 
dgpartave of his Dxcellenoy John FVentworth, Esq, our 
late Govertiatin, alid Wavetal ‘of the Council, lenving us des- 
tate of legislation ; ‘and to Executive courts being open 
to punish | iminal offenders, whereby the lives and proper- 
tias of the hogest people oftliis Colony are liable to the 
machinations aud evil desigtis of wicked men: 

fra, for the preservation of peace and good order, 
tle security of the lives nid! properties of the in- 

of this Colony, we conceive ourselves reduced to 
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tha necessity of establishing a fo1m of Govornmont, to con~ 
tinue during tho present unhappy and unnatural contest 
with Great Britain; protesting and declaring, that wo 
never sought to throw off our depandance upon Groat 
Britain, but folt ourselves happy under her protegtion, 
while wo could cnjoy our constitutional rights and privi+ 
lees; and that we shall vojoico if such a reconcilintion, bo~ 
tween ns and ovr parent stato, can bo eflectod, as shall bo 
approved by the Continental Congress, in whose prudenco 
and wisdom we confide, : 

Accordingly, pursuant to tho trast roposod in us, we'do 
rosolve, that this Congress nssumo tho name, power, and 
authoity, ofa House of Representatives, or Assombly, for 
the Colony of New-Lampshire. And that said House then 
nroceod to choose twelve poisons, being reputable frees 
vulders and inhabitants within this Colony, in (he following 
manner, vis Five in the County of Rockingham, two in 
tho County of Staford, uwo in. tho" County of Flillsbo. 
rough, uvo in tha County of Cheshire, and ono in the 
County of Grafton, to bo a distinct and separate branch 
of the Legislature, hy tho namo of a Council for this Co- 
louy; to continue ag such until tho third Wednesday in 
December noxt, any sovon of whom to be a quoriim to do 
business, = nt aes ‘ 

That such Council appoint their Prasident; adh his 
absence, that the sonior Counsellor preside. 

That a Secretary bo appointed by both *biingfies, who 
may bo a Counsellor, or othorwisa, as they shall choose, 

Pint no Act or Ragolva be valid, and put into dxeou- 
tion, unless agreed to, and passed by both branches of tho 
Logislatne. ‘ 

That all publick officers for tho said Colony, and etch 
County, for the current year, bo appointed by the Council 
and Assembly, except the several Clerks of tho Executive 
Couits, who shall bo appointed by the Justices of tho 10-” 
spective Courts, : 

That all Bills, Resolves, or Votes, for raising, levying, 
and collecting money, originato in the Louso of Represen« 
tatives. ar fener 

That at any sossions of tho Counoil and Assembly, 
neither branch shall adjown for any longer time than from 
lied till the next Monday, without ‘consent ‘of the 
other, 

And it is further Resolved, That if the presont unbap- 
py disputes with Greaé Britain should continue longer 
than this presemt yor, and the Continental Congress give 
no instructions or directions to thé conwary, the Counoll 
ho chosen by tho people of each respective County, in 
such manner ag the Council and Honso of Representatives 
shall order, 

That Gonoral and Fiold-Officers of tho Mili 
vacancy, bo appointed by the two Houses,yp 
ofticors bo chosen by the respective companig 

That all officers of the Army bo appoi 
Houses, excopt thoy should direct othavwit 
emargenay, TE 

That all civil officors for the Colony, ant fae ; 
ty, be appointed, and the time of thoir contindind,in dfice 
bo determined by (ho two Houses, except Clarks of Cottrtss 
and County 'Treasuiors, and Recorders of Deeds, 

That a Treasurer and a Recorder of Deeds, for.each 
County, be anngally chosen by tho people of each Couns 
ty, respectively; the votes for such ollicers to be returned 
to the respective Courts of General Sessions of tho-Penggy 
in the County, there to be ascertained as the Counoil itl 
Assembly shaf] hereafter direct. fase 

That Piccepis, in the name of the Council and"Asdom« 
bIf, signed by the President of the Council, and tha Speaks 
er of the House of Representatives, shall issue annually, 
at or boforo the first day of November, for tho choice of a 
Council and Houso of Representatives, to be retuned by 
the third Wednesday in December, thon next ensuing, in’ 
such manner as tho Council and Assembly shall hereafter 
prescribo. ie 
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COURT-MARTIAL ON CAPTAIN SPENCER « 
Ata Genoral Court-Martial, held for inquiring into’ thé 
conduct of Captain Spencer, of the Minute Battalion; ubdft 
Liewtenant-Colonel Scott's detachment, and for thé*utal GF 
all the prisoners in all the guards't Preserff— _« “*hettiiss 
John Rugin, President, Capa Markkhiinis Capcaiirrre: 
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ming, Captain Meade, Captain Crawford, Captain Jame- 
son, Captain Mason, Lieutenant Gee, Lieutenant Monroe, 
Lieutenant Hareway, Ensi NP Voodson, Eusign Halloway, 
Ensign*I aster. . 

Captain Sporicer appeared before the Court, when save- 
ral depositions were read, and divers witnesses were sworn 
and examined, On consideration whereof, the Court is of 
apinion, that Captain Spencer is not guilty of the charge 
lgid.against him, and that he be discharged fiom the arrest. 
i ’ Joun Rurrin. 

Approved of by Rozexr Hows. 

é 

Whereas, [ have been informed that some reports have 
been spread to the prejudice of Captain Joseph Spencer, 
yespecting his conduct in a late attack of the enemy, com- 
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Scott: These are to cer- 
Oly, that the above affair was inquired into by a Court- 
Martial, who, after a fair hearing, honourably acquitted 
Captain Spencer.” That the said Captain Spencer has 
served under my command ever since we left Millzams- 
burgh, ups the Norfolk expedition, and has always dis- 
oharged his duty as a good officer. 

Given under my hand, at Norfolk, the 6th day of Janu- 


ary, 1776. Wittram Wooprorn, 


PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASILINGTON, 
s Philadelphia, January 6, 1778. 
Sine Thave the honour of enclosing you sundry reso- 
fusion passed yesterday, respecting Mr. Lovell. 






The t ss aro desirous to know your opinion what 
rank iffvotldzbe proper the Aid-de-camps of the Genaral 
Officers pa to hold in the Army 3 and, on this head, 1 
am diredtéd to write to you, and desire your answer, 


a 


Justfafler the receipt of your letter, Connolly and Came- 
ron were brought to town. By some mismanagement, 
Smith, oue of their associates, was suffered to make his 
escape from Jredericktown, whero they were, confined, 
Orders were given to have his saddle searched, but no- 
thing is yet discovered. ‘There is reason to believe he 
must have found means to withdraw his papers, as we find, 
by ab teoount fiom the Commitice of Frederick, that his 
saddle was mended there. 

The Prench gentlemen aro arrived, and referred to the 
Secret Committee. 

Zhe Cohgtess have.given orders to Genesal Schuyler, im- 
peli to secure Briyadier-Gonoral Prescott, and keep 
bing di é86 and safe custody until further order, 


LADLE). Joun [ancocx, President, 
To Géheral Washington. 
Pte 
» JOHN JAY TO ROBLNT R, LIVINGSTON. 
r : Philndolphia, January 6, 1776. 
Dean Ronewr: Amid the various sources of consola- 
tion; in sensons of poignant distress, which tho wise have 
long itipaed themselves and the world with, the little share 
vation and experience which has fallen to my lot, 
éjhat resignation to the dispensations of a be- 
1 as gmnipotent Being, can alone administer 
sehsations which the fist paragraph of your 
letter has occasioned, mook the force of philosophy, and, 
econ tel have rendered me the sport of feelings which 
you can mote easily conceive than J express, Grief, if a 
weakness, js nevetheless, on certain agcasions amiable, and 
Fecommends itself by being in the train of passions which 
follow virtue. But remember, my friend, that your coun- 
ioe and calls for your exertions, ‘The fate of these 







ijmeftiends, whose misfortunes so justly afflict you, is 
idstwith.cho common cause, and cannot have a separate 

ist +. Rouse; therefore, and after vigorously discharging 
tho,dutiestyou iawe your country, return to your perce(tl 
shadédjinnd. mpplyate place of your former joys by the 
refledtion;“thht they are only removed to a more kindiod 
soil, ike Rowers from a thorny wilderness by a fliendly flo- 
rist, undettiteh 2 eave. they .will flourish and bloom, and 
gpurt your embitices forevers:, Accept my, warmest thanks 
for the ardour with which you wish a.continuance and in- 
averse of that friendship to which: [shave Johg-teey much 
indebted. Be assured that its duration will always be 
among the first objects of my care. Let us unite in pro- 
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ving, by our example, that the rule which declares juvenile 
(riendships, like vernal flowers, to be of short continuance, 
is not without exceptions, even in our degenerate days, « 

Mr. Deane has this moment come In, go that I myst cons 
clude, as £ hope to conclude every letter to you, with an 
assurance that £ am your affectionate friend, : 


To Robert R. Livingston. 
P.S. Fifty tons of saltpetre arrived this day, 


Joun Jay, 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE NORTHERN ARMY. 
[January 6, 1776, road, and consideration postponed to Monday next.) 
In Congrose, January 6, 1776, 

The Committee on the affairs of the Noithern Army, 
beg leave to make a further Report, and to sit again. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, 
that the Medical Committea he directed 10 provide suffi- 
cient quantities of anti-scoibuticks, for the use of the Hos~’ 
pital in the Northein Army. . : 

Resolved, That itis the opinion of this Committee, that 
the Hospital at Fort-George be continued, for the recep~ 
tion of soldiers labouring with contagious diseases; and 
that there be a General Hospital erected on Mount-Inde- 

endence, : 

Resolved, That a suitable spot of ground for a garden 
be enclosed, in the neighbourhood of the Genotal Hospital; 
to supply the Army with vegetables; and that Jabourérs’ 
bo hired to cultivate it, under the direction of an oversedis* 
to ba appointed by the General, or commanding officer, * 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
the General, or commanding officer in cach of the Armies; 
cause strict inquiry to be made into the conduct of the 
Directors of the Hospitls, and their surgeons, oflicera,, and 
servants, and of the regimental surgeons, that, if there 
has buen any just ground of complaint in those depart- 
ments, the offenders may be punistied, : 2 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committed, that 
the Colonel, or commanding officer, of every regifndlit,' ~ 
make frequent inquiry into the health of the men under 
his commend, and report the state thereof, with any negli 
gence, malpractice, or other misconduct, of the surgeons, 
or others, to the General and to Congress, delivering co- 
pies of such reports to all persons therein accused. : 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
the General, or Commander-in-ohief of the Northern Army, 
direct all the Batteaus on Lakes Champlain ghd Moore, 
to be immediately repaired. rs 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Cofnmittee, that: 
one hundred Batteaus be built at Schenectady; so as to bia 
ready for use in February, or March next, at furthést; 
and, for this purpose, that boards, pitch, onkum, and other 
necossary materials, be collected, and artificers employed, 
by the General, or commanding officer, 


a 


LORD BSTIRIANG TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 
Ellznbothtown, January G, 1776-12 o'glooks 1, 
Sin: After sealing the letters which Captain" Mo: 

will deliver you herewith, I found on the megsongettiy 
private letters to Mrs. Gage, which 1 have fofwardéd.: 
Phe handiriting of one of them I knew to be from a 
most dangerous man; and, for very particular reqsons, I 

was induced to open it. I now send it to” you,cand .a 


your most humble servant, ae aay (cl 
EEN GIT 


le 





To the Honourable John Hancock, Esy, + 


LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. A 
Elizabothtown, Tanuery 8, 17764, > 
Ste: [aving particular reasons for believing that ane 
press, which went through this place about noon, thig d 
for New- York, was charged with despatches of impopte 
for the Ministry af Greaé Britain, and which, iig 
tain matters valuable ta be known to ¢ i 
gress, 1 immediately despatched the & 
Morris, of my regiment, to overtake’ t{t 
he did, at the second ferry between th 
and has this moment brouglyt -haoks¢ 
tho, nclogod two packatgyd 
e 


‘ 
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mouth, which I think it is most proper to send to you un- 
opened, in order to bo laid before the Congress. Captain 
Morris, who, on this occasion, hos behaved with great pru- 
dence and aleitness, will wait for whatever despatches or 
conimands you may liavo for me, 
" [have the pleasure to inform you, that several vessels, 
with valuable cargoes, from foreign ports, have arrived in 
this Province, and, under the protection { have aftorded 
them, have landed their cargoes, Among the rest, are 
some hundred barrels of gunpowder, which, chilly, is 
safely lodged in New-York, 

Thave the honour to be, your most obedient, humble 


servant, Srinuina, 
To the Honourable John Hancock. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GUN'TLEMAN IN LONDON, DA- 
wren NEW-xvonk, Tanuany 6, 1776, 

This Colony containg about 200,000 souls, of which, 
by an exact return, 40,000 aro able to bear arms; from 
whom deduct 2,000, as lukewarm and disaNeoted, which 
leayes 88,000 men attached to the American couse. ‘The 
Militia of the Colony is well regulated by tho Convention; 
9,600 are appointed as Minute-Men, properly officored, 
and allowed the pay of the Continental troops, for tho 
extra days they muster above tho time prescribed by law. 
Ammunition is distibuted to them, at tho publick ox- 
penso, by the several County Committees, ‘They are 
tolerably woll armod, but, by the Spring, will bo as com- 

Jetely furnished os any troops in the world, contrnets 
having, for some time past, baen mado for that purposo, 
by, and under tho inspection of gentlomen who havo tho 
cause, at hourt, A sullicient quantity of intrenching tools 
be pe, and thoir camp equipago preparing, They 
havéa good train of brass field-artillery, of their own cast- 
ing, and a vast plenty of iron ordnance, The Militia is 
commanded by ono Major and six Brigada Generals, Uhis 
Golony is far bettor propared for defence than tho Massa- 
chusetts was last Spring ; all our neighbous avo iv a bettor 
stato. The present Convention of the Colony exists till 
May next; during the recoss, the publick afluirs are con- 
ducted by a Commitice, or Council of Sufety. 
wy There are now Uyenty-six complete regiments nt 
Cambridge, of 682 eflective mon, which amounts to 
16,422, “The Connecticut troops returned home, after 
the oxpiration of their tine. That Colony is now raising 
nineteen regiments, of 900 effective men each, New- 
York has raised four, of 750 exch. Jersey two, of 632; 
and Pennsylvania five, of 632, effective. The numbor 
rafsed in thé Southern Colonios, 1 cannot inform you, 
The Army gt Cambridge is now oxcearingly well provided 
with ammunition and artillery, 

4; Gonegal Wooster commanded at Montreal. Our tast 
advtoes’ from Canada aca dated the 7th af December, 
a tal Mow gomay wns then before Quebecie, with 4,000 

ait 8 5,000 Canadians; he was waiting for his 
antillgry to come from Monéreal. Upon its arrival, thero 
is no doubt but he would soon oblige General Carleton to 
syrrendéf, who has in garrison, under his command, to de- 
fond the, place, 1,053 men, consisting of fnglish and 
nah Merchants, emigrants, New/oundland-men, sailors, 


7 farjpes. 
4 am * ye 1 
#BXTRAC oi Arve FROM A GENTLEMAN AT NEW-YORK 
TO HIS FRIEND IN SCOTLAND, DATED JANUARY 6, 1776, 
Mr. Washington, with 25,000 men, still keeps Gene- 












ral’ Howe within the limits of Bunker’s Hill and the town 

ogtont ‘glihcir privateers have had amazing succoss 

za,vast number of provision and store-ships, some 

wand ordnance stores, In short, thoy are very 

ve, A gould say as much for the British fleet, 

are Vary numerous, Captain Madlace, at 

a i fy bass indeed, kept them in good order thera; 
but, My allacgounts,, Manin Graves] has behaved ver 

ill, Hesgives noproper orders to his Captains detached, 

and studies soli inehy but getting money. In the 
beginning, some p ople yentured tg Boston by water, with 

fresh provisions; buf there is such, oppression,,that none 

will go again, Even the, poor Gshermen cannot 

fill they give a dollar to his Segratary.., 

¥ 





CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., JANUARY, 1776. 


588 


GENERAL SOUUYLER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 
sie Albany, Fanvary 6, 1776, 

Stn: IT have the honour of your favour of tho Ist inst. 
The Paymaster-Goneral lias delivered mo the rolls of sonté 
of General fVooster’s regiment, as, also, Cuptain Curtis's 
pay-roll, by whieh, E observe, he is paid for sundry pre- 
iniums, allowed by your Colony. As those difler from the 
allowances made in other Colonies, and baying no direc« 
tions from the Continental Congress on that. head, I cans 
not ventura to give any wanants for their payment. 
believe, at any rate, that this would best come as a Golo« 
nial charge against the Continent, together with the duys 
added for retuining home. In this viow, I have taken ihe 
liberty to enclose your Honour a form of a pay-roll, agree» 
able to which L have paid the troops raised in this Colony. 
It will be almost impossible for many of the Captains to 
ascertain the dates of thu discharges of many of their men, 
but this can be supplied from my bool’s 5 gs ta such as wore 
dischargod by Colonel Hinman or me, 1 propose to give 
wairants for the pay, and that the Paymaster should, 
immodiately after the aecounts aie finished, repair to Con« 
necticut, and pay the Cuptains there, Such of the men 
as have reinlisted in Canada, to have thoir namessentared 
in the roll, following each other, and, if thegCaptaing tre 
not certuin as to the time, then to make up th wages: duet 
tothem the 18th November, 1 havo ordored’ the Captaina 
of the troops raised in this Colony, to sond mé tecounts 
of the distance the people had to travel fron’ wherd they 
were discharged to their places of residence, that I might 
Iny it before the Congress, which I wish yours, also, to cdo. 
Tho billeting money, which Twill grant warrants for, L 
wish to have in separate rolls, i 

General Montgomery was still before Quebeck, on the 
16th December, and had intentions of storming, but he, 
has so fow troops, (only eight hundred, and a few Cana 
leah that] tremble for the event. I wish he could have 
prevailed on more of the troops fo remnin in Canada. 

Plonso to aceopt my best wishes, with tho somplimentt: 
of tho scason. te 

Tam, sir, with much rospect and esteem, your Honow’s 
most obedient, humble servant, Punae Scuvyurn, 


Governour Trumbull, 


P.S. I take the liberty of enclosing fifty dollars, which 
Goneral Prescott sonds Mr, MeKay, begging your Honour 
to cause tho sanee to bo dulivered to him. 4 

GENERAL WOOSTE TO COLONEL WARNE, . 
Montroal, January G70, 

Sin: With the greatest distress of mind I nosy. sft down 
to write to you of the ovent of an unfortunatgltti 
on Quebeck, botiweon the hour of four gndat 
morning, of the Bist December; unfortuna 
in it fell onr brave General Montgomery, i 
Macpherson, Captains Cheeseman and £étdrtelgs, 
riflomen, and two or threo of the subaltorns,,andubatiwecn 
sixty and ona hundred privates, (tho number, dygartiin,)- 
and about threo hundred officers and soldiers, taken, prisons 
ers, ae whom are Lieutenant-Cojpnel Greeny Major 
Bigelow, Major Meigs, and a number of Captains and ine 
ferior officers. Colonel Arnold was wounded in the log, in 
the beginning of the action, ns was Major Ogden; ip the. 
shoulder, and brought to the General Elaspital. I have. 
time to give you the particulars, but thas much will,suffiods 
to show, that in consequence of this defaat, oursprospacta., 
in this country aro rendered very dubions, and, unless we 
cnt quickly be reinforced, sporhaps it will be fatal, not only 
to us, who are stationed here, but to the Colonies in geno» 
ral, especially to the frontitis, Greatly, very groaily, dew 
pu upon our keeping possession of this country, You. 

ngw ag well as any other man, the tempor and disposition 
of tho Canadians; that they nro not persevering in ‘ndyeré 
sity; that they are not to bo depended upon, but, like thie 
Savages, are extromely fond of choosing the strongest party} 
and, add to this, our enemies in the country, of which thera: 
are many, who uge every method to excite the Canadians. 
against us; among other things, they tell thom, that, they 
United Colonics intend to abandon the countrys. the clare: 
gy rofused absolution to all who have shown themselvegoums 
friends, und preach,damnation to those.that wilh nogitakeape * 








= 
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4 
arms againgt us, and “tell them that now It is not too late 
that we avo but a handfal of men. 

Ihave sont an express’to General Schuyler, General 
Waslington, and to Congress,-but you know bow far they 
have to go, and it is very uncertain how long it will be be- 
fore we can bave relief {rom them. You, sir, and the 
Greets Mountain corps ave in our neighbourhood; you all 
have avins, and, 1 am confident, ever stand ready to lend a 
helping handeto your brethien in distress. 1 ain sensiblo 
that there was some disagreement between you and Geno- 
ral Monigomery., Poor man! he has lost his life fighting 
valiantly for his country; but why do L mention any thing 
about disagreement between you; £ know that no private 
resentment can hinder your exercising every faculty to vin- 
divate the rights and privileges for which we are nobly con- 
tending; therefore, let me beg of you, to collect us many 
men as you can, five, six, or seven hundred, and if you can, 
and some, how or,otlier, convey into this county, and stay 
with us till we can have relief from the Colonies. You are 
sensible we have provisions of all kinds in abundance, and 
the weather in this country is not so fiightful as many have 
imagined. You will see that proper officers are appointed 
under you, and both officers and soldiers shall be puid as 
the other Continental uoops. It will be well for your men 
to set out as fast as they are collected, not so much soatter 
whether together or not, but let them set out, ten, twenty, 
thity, forty, or fifty, as they can be first collected, for it 
must have a good effect on the minds of the Canadians, 
to seo succour coming in, You will be good enough to 
send copies of this letter, or such parts af it us you think 
fropers to. he pore below you. J cannot but think our 
rionds wil! make a push into the country, and am confi- 
dent you, will nat ely Sy ny most fervent wish-and ex- 
gectation in seeing you here, with your men, in a very short 
lima. Now is tho timo for you to distinguish youselves ; 
of obtaining the united applause of your grateful country 
men, of your distiossed friends in Canada, and your very 
great friend and servant, 


To Colonel Warner. 


Davin Woosrrr, 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM COLONEL ARNOLD, DATED 
OAM? BEFORE QUEBECK, JANUARY 6, 1776. 


" Before this reaches you I make no doubt you will have 
heard of or misfortune of the Bist ultimo, and will be anx- 
ious for my'salety. [should have wroteyou belore, but 
a continual bury of busfness has prevented me. ‘The com- 
mand of the Army, by the death of my traly grent and 

aod figid, General Mohiponery dovolvee on mo; a task, 

find,#t00 heavy under iny present circumstances. I re- 
delved a wownd by a ball through my left leg, at the timo 
L had, gamed the fist battery, at the lower town, which, by 
the logs of blood, rendeied me very weak. As soon as the 
main hody ame’ up, with somo assistance 1 returned to the 
Hospital, near a mile, on foot, being obliged to draw ono 
leg aflor me, dnd a great part of the way under tho con- 
iinval firetof the onemy fiom the walls, at no greater dis- 
tang "th dilly yards, I providentially escaped, though 
seve ferghot down at my side. £ soon loaned the 
non e Geheml, who attacked the town at the side 
opp “ey 7 lie behaved heroically; marched up in the 
fiero, théir enfindn, and: when he had newly gained the 
nal, recétved the fatal shét, dr the town would baye been 
oliyd, THid occasioned the disaster that afterwards happened 
to my detachment, which, after the Geieral’s defeat, hid the 
Whole garrison to encounter, under every disadvantage of 
gfdund, &c, &c. To return was impossible, as the route 
Waewitbin fhy yards, and exposetl to the fire of the whole 
EAP HHI who! had brought soveral pieces out of one of the 
atéasWhith aur people would linve been obliged to pass, 
ts iit, they miintained their ground near three 
hourt ;2hutbbeing overpowered with numbers, were obliged 
10 lay te thai atms 5 about three hundred, including 
Gayitain Lani, ‘of New-York, and part of the train, were 
tikéti ‘ptisaners} and as near as { can judge, about sixty 
killed shd«wounded, Captain Oswald is among the pi- 
sdtiefs; ha vad with mein a selected party of about twenty- 
five} who attacked the first battery; behaved gallantly, and 
gainéd much honour; the prisoners are treated politely, 
atid ‘supplied with every thing the gartison affords. Go- 
vannout Carleton sedt to let mo know that the soldiers’ 
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baggage, if E pleased, might be sent to them, which J shall 
immediately send. ‘Though the enemy ara naw double ue 
number, they have made no attempt to come out, We are 
as well prepared to receive them as we can possibly be in 
our present situation, divided nt a distance of two miles. 
Lexpect General JVooster from Montreal in a fow days with 
4 reinforcement, 1 hope we shall be properly supported 
with troops by the Congress. I have no thoughts of leay- 
ing this proud town, until I first enter it in triumph. My 
wound has been exceeding painful, but is now easy, and 
the surgeons assure me will be well in eight weeks. I 
know you will be anxious for me, That Providence which 
has carried me thiough so many dangers, is still my pro- 
tection. Jam in the way of my duty, and know no feat. 


GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 


(Read Jonuary 15, 1776, and roforred to Mr. Paine, Mr, Dyer, Mr, 
Lynch, Mr, Wytho, Mr, W. Livingaton.] 


Lebanon, January 6, 1776. 
Sin: Enclosed is a copy of a letter fiom the Commit- 
tea of Inspection in the town of Greenwich, bordering 
on the County of festchester, in the Piovines of New- 
York. This intelligence appears to mo worthy the atten- 
tion of your body, When the Uneted Colonics ave driven 
to the necessity of taking up arms for the defence of their 
rights, at the same time to feed their enemies, and to give 
thom intelligence and aid, appears incongruous, and requires 
attention, and some vigorous exertions to prevent it, >’ 
Oliver Wolcott and Samuel Huntington, Esquives, the 
new members from this Colony, will inform what iseneed- 
ful, of the acts and resolves of our General Assembly. 
Gieat harmony and unanimity subsisted therein. An act 
passed for restraining and punishing persons who are inimi- 
cal to the liberties of this and the vest of the United Colo» 
nies, &e.; another for encouraging the manufacture of 
saltpetre and gunpowder, Hope to produce a consideruble 
quantity of gunpowder by the Spring, from materials od]+ 
lected amongst ourselves, iret 
The furnace at Middletown is smelting lead, and will 
soon tuin out twenty or thirty tons, The vein of ore seems 
to promise a plenty. 
A resolyo passed our Assembly directing the Governour 
and his Council of Safety to fit two armed vessels} one is 
urchased, will carry sixteen guns, The other to be 
hought or built; if it be built, will be larger; ulso to build’ 
four row-galleys. he es 
A request was made in a former letter for the loan of 
fifty cannon fiom the northern posts, Enclosed is minutes 
of the ordnanco in the possession of the United Colonies 
in that quarter, exclusiva of what is at Crown-Point, at 
which place there is not Jess than forty." I hope for a 
speedy answer, and grant of that favour, The season is 
advancing wherein they may be drawn down, S 
Enclosed is copy of the repoit of n Committe from our 
Assombly, coneerning a lead mine at New-Canaan, in the 
Colony of New-York, Is it not needful to engage the 
Congress of that Colony to pursue this discovery.» The 
Jead extracted flom this ore appeais to be of the"bes 
aud the appearauce of a plenty is very’ grant. eee | se 
fam, with great trath and regard, sir, your mi st Ghee 
dient, humble servant, Jonarsan TRompust. 
To the Honourable Prosident Hancock. «>, 
a. ahs ae 
In Committco, Groonwich, Dovembar 46, i 2 


Howounaute Str: Ip compliance with soot }idiourable 
desire, signified to this Committee by Dootorittdead, who," 
at the request of this body, has made in ne to the state 
of affairs in the County of Westchester, the result of which 
inquiry we at lenva to lay before your Honour, viz: ; 
That upon the best information he could obtéin from the e 
friends of the American cause in that quarter, there'd; 
now between Byram River and King’s Bridles dbout 
thousand barrels of poik, chiefly in the hands 
besides what has been sent off, which is gi cult, 
toin. ; 

One Webb and Heyman, of the Boro! 
put up about three or four hundred 
(with themselves,) conveyed ‘on boat’ 
war, except twenty-four batvee, 68 


va 
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of New-York, That at tho hougo of H’. Sutton, Esq, of 
Maronvck, about twenty head of fat cattle had been bar» 
yolled within a few days past, which, by somo of our friends 
jn that neighbourhood, is supposed to bo sent off for tho 
Ministerial army; and that in the samo neighbourhood, for 
three ar four miles round, there are not moro than eight or 
ten Whigs to one hundied and twonty Tories, ‘The pro- 
ceedings of tho Committee of that County appear insh, 
dilatory, weak, and inadequate to their unhappy circum- 
stances. That upon the 16th inst., a largo yawl from the 
Asta, with about twonty-four mon armed, came in the night 
into Maroneck harbour, and fiom the inimical inhabitants, 
was loaded with poultry and small stock for said ships; the 
friends of liborty wore so few, that they wero not ablo to 
collect sufficiont force to make any timely opposition. ‘That 
the Provincial Congiess of New-York have sent two or 
throo fruitless mossages to the armod Vorios in Queen’s 
County, and then passed a resolve, that they should not be 
indulged the privilege of the Yor7e mukets, but eaunot learn 
thot they havo taken any other measures to suppress them, 
Said Congress adjourned ’till tho 1st of Leds nary. It is anid 
by ono of thalr membors, that somo time fad boon spent 

them in debating whether thoy should not address Mr. 

yon, for the purpose of calling tho Genoral Assembly of 
thet Provinco, to revive their old scheme of adopting the 
Parliqmontary insult of the 20th of February last, which 
was rejected, And ng to tho conduct of the mon-of-war in 
Now» Yor, wo cannot lean any thing moro than whit is 
ingorted in the publick papers, to which wo bog leave to 
refor your Honour, and are, with great respect and esteem, 
your foacans obediont, humble serynnts. 
By ordor of the Committeo: 

Amos Mran, Clerk. 


— 


TO THE HONOURABLE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT 
NEW-HAVEN, ON CHE L4uit oy DRoEMNER, 1775. 


Whorens, Captain Samuel Jords and tho subscriber were 
pppointod by your Honows, at your Sessions in October 
last, a Committee to oxamine and explore a Lead Mine 
at Now-Canaan, in tho Province of New-York, and to 
ope &o. 

Tho anid subscribor asks leavo to report, that, on tho 7th 
of November last, on my journoy to said New-Canaan, I 
oxpected said Captain Lords to join me, but ho being ill 
pe unablo to assist in said business, adviged me to proceed 5 
with which adyico I complied, and repaired to suid New- 
Canaan, whore found said mine, the vein of oie in which 
appears about fifty or sixty rods in length, lying noth 
and south, in a lodge of rocks, or limo-stono mixed with 
white flings at tho south end of which tho ground falls 
about twentygstx fect; below which tho water cannot ho 
drawn off by 9 lovel; which voin {found had boon opened 
alge one rod in Jongth, and about threo or four feot deap, 
wiiora [semployed a skilftl miner to blast the tock, but 

ind no continued or adherent vein, but found the ore 
‘HOWies, in diforont shapos, nbout three or four inches 
‘Alanidter,, lying about throe or four fect distant; the snid 
minor niso oponed tho vein in soveral places, whero it had 
not before bean tried, and it appemod to bo in the same 
manticy, +I, also, smelied cight ounces of said orc, and 
hee when {t was well refined, it weighed five ounces, 
style and good, All which is submitted 
by youlHonous most obedient, humble servant, 
a | Josurn Lorxins, 
N. B. The mine aforesaid lios in a tract of land called 
¥ She King’s District, where the foe hos navor been granted 
F patented to any person, and the inhabitants claim to 
by possession only; and I employed the miner afore~ 
ed, with othors, to Jabour in said mine sevon days, 


. which timo was spent in preparing to open 







athe other half of the Inbour was raised 


HMWeight of ore. Yours as abova, LU, 


eh 
GENERAL WASINNGON TO GovERNOUR cooKn. 
» : Cambridge, January 6, v7, 
Sin: I received “Your fayouy of the Ist instant, and re- 
turn you my thanks for the blankets, and your promise of 
ving more os as they aye jnuch wanted. I did 
oBelsbe Mr. Lari, who brought thert, gor the account, or 
* 
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the money should have been transmitted you by his return. 
You will pleusa to draw on the Quartermasier-Genoral, 
and it shall bo immediately paid. Ihave seon General 
Lee since his expedition, and hope that Rkode-Jsfand will 
derive somé advantage from it, Iam told that Captain 
IPallace’s ships have been supplied, for soma tine, with 
provisions by the town of Newport, on cortain conditions, 
stipulated between him and the Committee. When this 
treaty fist obtainod, perhaps it was right—there then 
might have been somo hopes of an accommodation taking 
place ; but_now, when every prospect of it seams to be 
cut off by lis Majesty's Into speech; when the ‘Throno, 
from which wo hil supplicated redress, bronthes forth ven« 
geanco and indignation, and a firm determination to remain 
unalterable in its purposes, and to prosecute the system 
and plan of ruin formed by the Minisiry agninst us, should 
not av ond bo put to it, and every possible mothod be 
fallen upon to prevent their getting neceasarias of nny 
kind? Wo need not expert to conquer ovr enemios by 
good offices, and I know nat what pernicious consequences 
muy result from a precedent of this sort, Other places, 
chcumstanced as Newport is, may follow tho example, 
and, by that means, their whole flect and army wilt bo 
fuinished with what it highly concerns us to keep them 
from; this, howover, with ull deference, L leave to your 
consideration, ‘ ‘ 
{ rocoivad n lottor from Governour Trumbull, of the Lat 
instant, by which | am informed, that tho Connection Ag- 
sombly aro very unanimous in tho common cause; and, 
among othors, havo pussod nn not for raising and equip» 
ping a fourth of their Militia, to bo immodintely solectod 
y voluntary jntistments, with such other able, eflective 
mon, 29 are vol included in thelr militia-tolla, whe Inolined 
to inlist, to uct as Minute-Mon, for thoi own, or the dey 
fonco of any of tho United Cofontes, and this under prox 
per encouragements, Anothor act, for rastraining and 
punishing persons inimical to us, and directing proceadings 
therein; no person to supply tho Ministerinl army or navy, 
to give them intelligence, to inlist, or procure others to 
inhst, in thoir sorvico, to pilot their vossels, or in any 
way assist them, ander puin of forfeiting his estate, and an 
imprisonment not oxceeding three yours; none to write, 
speak, or act against the proceedings of Congross, or theit 
actsol Assombly, under penalty of being disarmed, and dise 
qualified from holding any office, and be further punished 
by imprisonmet, lor seizing and confiscating, for the 
uso of the Colony, the estates ofthoso who pul or cons 
tinue to aholter themselves under the protection of the 
Ministerial fleat or army, or assist in carrying on their 
monsuros against us. A rosolve to provide tvd"nrmod 
vossols, of sixteon and fourtvon guns, with a apy schooner 
of four, and six rowegalloya, An act oxomping the polls 
of soldiors from taxes, for the Inst and oy ng ohmpaign. 
Anothor for oncournging the making of anit trid guns 
powdor; 0 considorablo quantity of bothy ve Datta ball 
hopes to make early in the Spring. Ho shys,.cho Rute 
at Middletown is smolting lead, and likely 16 tum* out 
twonty or thirty tons, and that oro is plenty. Thay havo, 
also, jnssed nn act, empowering tho Commandorth-chiof 
of tho Continental Army, or oflicarse commanding a do- 
tachment or out-posis, to administer an onth, and swoar 
any person or persons to tho truth of any matters con« 
cerning, nnd relative to, the publick service. ‘Tho situa» 
tion of our aflairs seams to call for regulations like 1H t 
and I should think the other Calonios ought to adopt ahni- 
lar ones, or such of thom 9s they have not already made. 
Vigorous mensuros, and such ng, at another time, would 
afper extraordinary, ato now become absolutely necos« 
ati'y for preserving our country against tho strides of ty~ 
runny making against ug, Governour Crunguil; in. hls 
list, hag not mentioned an act for improssing onrringasy 
awd agreeable to the recommendation af Congioss; this 
hope they havo not forgot. It is highly nocessttry, (iia 
such an af should bo given, under proper: rdstrio- 
tions, or we shall he greatly embarrassgdy whanevet, the 
Army, orany detachment fiom it, should find it necegsary 
to inareh from hence. oF 
Lam, sir, with very grent esteem, your most ohedient 


servant, 
; af BoNgH SVaauy 5 


a Hoya sab eg 
' ~ si Bea F 






To Goyernour Cooke. 
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P. §. I have received certain intelligentoe of the fitting 
out of a fleet at Boston; of the embarkation of some troops, 
and that all the ships that were in Nantasket Road ae 

one, exept two men-of-war; their destination is not 
wown, but |] am persuaded it is for the southward ; I think 
for Long-Ieland or New-York. 


COMMISSION TO WILLIAM MONONY. 


By' His Excellency General Wasmuncron, Esq., Com- 
mander-in-chief of the Army of the Unrran Conontes 
of Nonru-Amenica, 

To Mr. Winuaam Monony: 

By virtue of the powers and authorities to me granted 
by the honoujable Continental Congress, { do hereby con- 
stitute and appoint you Provost Marshal in said Army, in 
the service of the United Colonies of North-America, to 
have, hols, exercjse,’and enjoy, tha said office of Provost 
Marshal, and to perform and execute all matters and things 
which to your said office doth, or may of right, belong or 
appertain, until further order shall be given herein, by the 
honourable Continental Congress, myself, or any re 
Commander-in-chief of said Aimy 3 willing and command- 
ing all ofticers, soldiers, and peisons whatsoever, any way 
concerned, to be obedient and assisting to you in the due 
exceution of this commission. 

Givon under my hand and seal, nt Cambridge, January 
sixth, Ano Domini one thousand seven hundred and so- 


vonty-Aix. Gronan Wasuinerron. 
. By His Exvellency's command. 
eH 

wy 
Fustruetions for Mr. Wiuraam Monony, Provost Marshal 
a of the Arny of the Unrren Cononizs, under the im- 
* | mediate command of His Excellency General Wasn- 
i NaTON, 

All. prisoners guilty of capital crimes, and crimes not 
triable by n Regimental Court-Martial, gre to be sent to 
tho Provost, 

The Provost is not to receive any prisoner, without a 
crime specified in writing, and signed by the person com- 
mitting him. 

1,5 No prisoner is to be suffered to be absent from his con- 
‘fnoment, until released by proper authority. 

The Provost Marshal is to provide a suitable person, 
whon necessary, to execute the sentexes of General 
gtr ae approved of, and directed to be enforced, 
by thie Commander-in-chief. 

we any men are sent to the Provost, the Provost 
Marslidt is to send a report of them immediately to the re- 


iment they belong to; and no man is to be received by 
the Provost, excopt his crime is sent with him. 

The Provost is to make a return, every morning, by ten 
o’olack, to tho Adjutant-General, of the number of prison- 
era undar guaid, specifying the regimont they belong to, 
their crimay, by whom, and how long confined. 

The Provost is to take due care that ail orders from the 
Judge Adyoeate, respecting the trials of prisoners, be 
puna Hy earcuted 5 and is to post proper sentiias, from 
shite ene it guch smog and in such places, as a General 
iihteMartial may sit, 

‘ ‘The Prdvost'is frequently to take a party from his guard, 
and. patrola the avenves and environs of the camp ; is to 
take up and confine all disordetly and suspicious persons; 
ta suppress riots and disturbances ; and to inform the Quar- 
fgrmaster-General of all persons who keep unwarranted 
‘And destructive dram-shops, and all other pernicious and 
nuisances, . = 

a 

cs 


. 4 Provost is to receive and obey all such orders and 
3 as may, at any timd, be given him by his Ex- 
len he Commanter-in-chief, the Adjutant-General, 

‘the Qoartérmaster-General, and tho Judgo Advocates of 

the Army.of tha United Colonies, 


on 


(Given “at Head-Quarters, at Cambridge, this 12th day 
af gemiary, ig * Gronan Wasnixaron, 


5 
a 
COLONEL LONG TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS. 

. Portsmouth, January 6, 1776. 
. Sint Mr, McClure télis me there was some difficulty 
xappeperting the rolls, which prevented the moneys being 
"ah 


Fouaru Serms.—Vor. tv. 


pg 
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paid. I slaogrely wish every obstacle may be removed, 
and their wages may immediately come down, for I hear~ 
tily wish to see the time for the troops to get off. Mr. 
yres, whom you haye appointed Wagon-Master, saysy 
ie cannot make it convenient to undertake for more thaw 
Captain Dearing's, Wiggins’s, and Brewster's companies, 
as the others live far out of his way, and, consefuéhtly 
his expenses, in making preparations, will be large. i 
think, in order to save all that expense, those several Cap- 
tains bad better provide carriages for themselves and men, 
ag they will be able to determine the hour, perhaps the 
will go from their rendezvous. There is one Mr, Beal, 
of this town, an officer of Colonel Poor's regiment, who ~ 
is inlisting men from out of the companies down here, to 
serve during the war. ‘There is a resolve of Congress, 
dated, I think, the 16th Septeméer last, which, no doubt, 
you have, which he thinks authoizes him, The prisoners 
who aro set at liberty by virtue of your yote, are without 
money or friends, wandering about within their limits, re- 
flecting on us, for making no provision for them, I have 
been obliged to let some of them sleep in the barracks, 
otherwise they would, in all probability, have perished this 
inclement season. had forgot to mention that Mr. Beal 
has applied to me for a banack and other necessaries, for 
his men. I would, likewise, inform you, that I haye paid 
all the carpenters who wrought on the new barracks, and aa 
the biidge, and have purchased near a sloop load of wood, af 
four dollars per cord, for the farts and troops, which leaves, 
in my hands, about one hundred pounds, of the sum of twa 
hundied and thinty-five pounds received of Colonel Lang~ 
don; and must add, there is not one stick of wood now, 
either at tho barracks or forts, excepting a small matter at 
Cuptain Saléer’s. Yam, this day, going again to find where 
I can purchase any, for they cannot do without it, [must 
entreat your attention (o the poor prisoneis, who are con- 
tinually at my house, in droves, begging for provision (6 
be made, The staff-roll will ba handed to you by Mr. 
McClure. hae 
Have nothing further to add, but am, sir, your most 
obedient servant, ‘ 


Pience Lona. | 


P.S. After I have purchased some more wood, I will 
call on you, and settle the above account. 


— 


GENERAL SCHUYLER TO COLONEL WYNKOOP, 
Albany, January 7, ude, . 

Stn: The oxpense of carrying on the women and chil. 
dren by land, will be too heavy; you will, therefore, da~ 
tain them with you, more especially as it is not certain 
whether their husbands are in Connecticut or Pennsylva- 
nia. Mrs, Bliss, the widow of the sergeant that was 
killed on board the Gaspee, you will forward to her pa- 
rents; and such others may go, as choose to hire their 
own sleds, 

All the men of tho St. Joln’s garrison to go or stay, as 
the officers commanding the different corps they belong 
to, shall direct, we th 

If any officer of the other troops taken ag Me ial, 
chooses to remain with the men, he has my leave, 4 

General Montgomery is wel} before Quebeck, Uhave 
his letters of the 18th ultimo; he was in hopes soon to be" 
in possession. are : 

am, sit, your most humble servant, ed 
sand # Shing 


Past 
é Abas? 
ae 
JAMES GRAY TO 8IR JOHN JOHNSON. 
Horntitage, January 7, 1776. 

Dean Sin: The bearer, Lewis Grant, a good soldier, 
wants a gun, ard wish you had a thousand such men. 
Captain Barrington’s arrival hinders my writing upon pe 
ticulars, He mentioned some news. My. good, 
you get any news, honour me with your rem 

them, I beg my humble respects to tl 8 Jad 
the honour to be, dear sir, 7 
Your most obedient, humble servant 


To Sir John Johnson. : 


P. S. Sir John, send rien, 


Kad 


° ‘oe 







{To Colonel Wynkoop, : 


—_— 
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GENDRAL WASILINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULT. 
Cambridgo, January 7, 1776, 

Sin: Your favour of the Ist inslant ‘I reecived, and 
heartily thank you for your kind salutations. 1 was happy 
to hoar of tho great unanimity in your Assembly, and of 
thé several salutary Jaws they passed, which show them to 
pe well attached to the common cause, and to have taken 
the proper measures for supporting it. 

Enclosed you hayo the amount of the lead from Crown- 
Point, agreeable to your request. The account of tho 
amelting furnace, and your expectations to make a conside- 
rable quantity of saltpetic and powder, pleases me much, 
I wish your most sanguine endeavours may be more than 
answered, 

As to gun-locks, it is not in my power to furnish any ; 
the information you had was groundless, for there were no 
spare ones in the ordnance stores which fell into our hands. 

‘one wore ever found, that L have heard of, nor is there 
montion of them in tho invoice, 

Having undoubted intelligence of the fitting out a fleet 
at Boston, and of the embarkation of troops from thence, 
which, from tho season of tho year, and other ciicum- 
stances, must be destined for some expedition south of 
this; and having such information ag I can depend upon, 
that the inhabitants of Long-Jsland, in the Colony of New- 

York, or a great part of them, aro inimical to the rights 
and liberties of America, and, from their conduct and pro- 
fessions, havo discover an apparent inclination to assist 
in subjugating choir {ellow-citizens to Ministerial tyranny, 
there Is the groatast reason to believe, that this armament, 
if not immediately dosigned against the city of New-Yord, 
is, ndverthaloss, intended for Long-Island ; and, as it is of 
tho imdst inipoitance to prayent the enomy from possess- 
jng* thettisalves of tho city of New-York and the North 
River, which would give them the command of the coun- 
try and the communication with Canada, I shall despateh 
Major Genoral Lee, with orders to repair thither, with such 
volintecis as avo willing to join, and can be expeditiously 
raised, (having no troops to spare fiom poe) to put the 
efty, and fortifications on the North Rivor, in the host pos- 
ture of defence the svason and ciicumstances will admit 
of, and for disarming all persons, upon Long-Islund and 
elsowhore, whose conduct and declarations have rendered 
thom’ justly suspected of designs unfriendly to the viows 
of Congress. have directed hin’ to call upon the com- 
manding officer of the Jersey troops for such assistunce ng 
he can afford; and, boing informed by Captain Sears aud 
Ms. Woodward, (who will deliver you this, and whom 
Genetal Lies will follow in a day or two,) that he appre- 
hends ono thousand or fitoon hundred volunteers may bo 
readily raised in your Government, in the towns through 
which Mi, Dee will pass, I beg tho favour of you to inter. 
pose your good offices and intorest in tho matter, to on- 
courago mon to zo on this important sorvico, and as expa~ 
fi iously as possible, for countorncting any designs our one- 
i “may have against ug in that vee overy necessary 
exponso attending their marclt and stay, will bo borne by 
the publick, 1 just received advice from Chelsea, about 
nine or ten miles from this, that several ships have sailed 
from Nantasieet Road, that wero lying thero. 
+ _ Ushall write to the honourable tho Convention of New~ 
* "York, by General Lce, and direct his instructions to be 
laid before them, vaying their assistance to facilitate the 
purposes of his going. 
Boxes of Joad, 19}, at $2 70 each, 
4 Tam, sir, with much esteem, &c., 
Grorge Wasurnoron. 


cid 
ere Trumbull, Connecticut, 
es i 
BRA Bsa vy 
ae a WASHINGTON TO JOUN ADAMS. 
f Onmbridge, January 7, 1776. 
an 5 Sigil exeus0 me for reminding you of our con= 
yersatio “thie ofr oventng, when I informed you that 
General Taee's departure for New- Yorke ia advisable upon 
the plan of his letter, and, under the circumstances I then 
mentioned, ought not to be delayed, In giving me your 
‘opinion of this mattet, I have ‘no doybt of your taking a 
peprehensive view of it; that ig, you wifl not only con- 
\eldék the propriety of the measure, bit of the execution ; 
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and whether such a step, though right in itself, may not 
be looked upon as beyond my ling. 

{f it could be made convenient and ngraaable to you to 
dine with tne to day, U shall be very gind of your company, 
and wo cun then talk the matter over at large. Please to 
forward General Lee’s‘lotter tome, Tam, Se. 

Gronae Wasuinaron, 


— 


[GENERAL WASHINGTON] YO WILLIAM WATSON, 
GCambridgo, January 7% 1776, 
Ordered him to examine into the condition of Captain 
Coit’s schooner. If fit to bo continued in soryice, to lool 
out for some person qualified to take command of her, 
appoint oflicers, and raise men for that purpose, If unfit, 


and that a clover set of oflicers and mon can be got, ajso a, 


schoonerremarkable for sailing, to remove the guns, ammur 
nition, &c., from on board the one into the qgher,8&o., &as 


To Tilliam Watson, Esq., Plymouth. 


LOND STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
Elizabothtown, January 8, 1770, 
Sm: By tho post of this day, I have received your 
Jotter of the 8d, with a copy of tho minutes of Congress 
relative to the New-Jersey troops, &e., from the &h of 
Decembor to tho 2d instant, inclusive. T have preat satis~ 
faction in knowing the sense of the Congress on the sovernt 
mattors therein, aud they may be nsswed, that 1 shall pay 
the highest attention and regard to it, Tho tivo battalions 
of this Provinces, notwithstanding my utmost diligence, are 
still very deficient in arms, blankets, and almost. over 
necessary, as will appenr by tho returns, which { shall 
tranamit to you by ZAursday next, when | expect to have 
the returns fiow all the companies in the Fist Battalion, 
T hopo this will in some measure bo remedied by the Gom- 
mittee of Safety of this Province, who ure to mect to-mor- 
tow, at Princeton, for tho first timo since the adjourninont 
of the Provincial Convention, in Ovtober Inst.‘ ' 
I hope you will this evening reecive the despatehes 1 
sent you hy Captain Morris, 1 hear Cortlandt Sietuner, 
Esq., went olf yesterday ta the Asia, Ile has been too 
uick for me, for I sent off to very alert officurs yosters 
day avening, to assist Licutonant-Colonol Winds to wateh 
their motions, and to stop such og should attempt io go off, 
faving somo fousons to suspect that Governour Jenin 
was about moving, ho has obtained his promise not to lenvo 
tho Province, and has planted guards in such a manner ag 
to prevent it. 
havo the honour to be, your most obedient, humblo 


sorvant, 
i TEIN Gs 
To tho onourable John Hancock, &o. 
. oreemate ’ 
Het wy 
WESTCHESTER (NEW-YORK) COMMINTN TO COMMIT TER OF 
SAFETY, a 


White-Pining, January 8, 1776, 
Sin; The Committee of Mestehuster County, having 
goen in the publick prints, that many of the inhabitants of 
Queen's County are thrown out of the protection of tho 
Provincial Congress, and having been informed that the 
are arming in their defence, aio gicatly alarmed at their 
conduct, and beg leave to agsiie your honowable Hoy 80, 
that the fiends of liberty in this County ave willing, suént 
ously, to oxcit themsclyes to reduce the enemigs to their 
country, before they are supported by the regular troops, 
if it shall be thought mgst advisable by the Committee of 
Safety, or the Prayincial or Continental Congresses, 
Wo are, sir, your most humble servants. 
By order of tho Committeo: 
Wintran Minuur, Demy Chairman, 
Yo Mr. Pierre Ves Cortlandt, President of tho Commit- 
teo of Safety, > 
ase ea ; 
MONSIEUR PRLISSICR TO PRESIDENT OF CONANHSS, 
Forgoa St, Muurieo, & JanylorZ1776, 
Monsmun: En Decembre dernigr, le Général Monizo- 
mery m’ayant informé du desir qwil- qurdit de onvoquer 
Une Assemblée on cette Coldftie, aia 2 tot dea iyg. 
putés pou envoyer -tu Congits Continéritdl i? if a 
oe bi ar 


oe emer 
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demployer mos soins pour y parvenir; mais n’ayant pas 
trouvé In chose practicable alois, je‘me rendis au can 
do ce Géndral, afin do conftier avec lui sur los moyens qu'il 
y auroit A prondre pour en venir & bout, 

Par les informations qu'il avoit ex, et suivant los con- 
noissances que j’avois prises, nous fimos d’ayis que cette 
convocation née pourrait avoir licu, qu’apiés la prise de Que- 
deck, atondu que les Royalistes, dont le monbie est consi- 
dérable dans les villes do Mont: cal et Zvois-RRivicres, ne 
cdssoient d’intimider le peuplo sur les evénemens futuis, et 
de lui faire un portrait odioux et méprisant de la confédé- 
ration de ? Amérique, 

Ce brave Général, impatient de seconder les intentions 
du Congrés, voulut aplanir les difficultés et lever tous les 
obstacles par un coup d’éclat, en donnant ’assaut & la ville 
de Quebeck ; mais vous savez qu'il n’y reussit pas, et qu'il 
eut le malheur d’y finir ses joms, Ll a été généralement 
rogretts dy toug ceyx fui sont persuadés que des sentiments 
nobles et généreux Pavoient seuls déterminés 4 soutenir les 
intéréts légitimes de ses compatriotes. 

Ce contretemps n’a du tout point alteré ici les bonnes 
dispositions des Amis de ? Amérique, quoiqu’en és petit 
nombre, Mais ila rendu les Royalistes plus audacieux que 
jamais, surtout ceux qui sont gagés par le gouycinement ; 
ils criont déja Victoie; cependant je ma flatte qu’ils se 
trompent grossibrement, car quand on voudia ataquer Que- 
beele, suivant les régles da Part, du cdté de la porte da pa- 
Inis, aucune saison na pourra empécher que cette ville ne 
soit priso en peu co jours, 

Quatre canons divisés on doux batteries derriére un mur 
shmple servant de parapet, et lo dit mur prolongé sur la 
méme ligne jusqu’d oinquante toises ou onviron gainis de 
orencaux pour la mousqueterie, composent toute la defense 
qo cette partic. 

+ Le local est tel que deux potites battories que lon peut 
Stoblir facilemont yingt & trente toises de distance pour 
battre ou on écharpe, ou de revers, ou en flanc, peuvent 
ruiner en pou do tems cette foible mtillerie, Commela porte 
de In ville dans cet endroit ost simple ainsi} que son portail, 
il no seroit pas bien difficile d’y faire bréche, puisqu'une 
fois los quatre canons demontés, il n’amait plus qu’d se 

aiandietle Jn mousquetcrio des crenenux. Il est vrai que 
darridva cag areneaux s’éleve un corps de caserne dans Vin- 
tériour, da quel on pourroit fusiller. Mais Ia mousqueterie 
no tient pas devant dos battarios couvertes et disposées 
pour s’on gorantir, ae ‘ 
_ Lamajeure partic di restant de Ia place étant bordé 
dun cap presque jyaccessible et tout roc, on ne pourroit y 
pratiquer aucune biéche, Resto In hauteur d’ dbraham, ott 
Pat 8 Gtablis dos fortifications irregulidves, et dont les che- 
ming couvorts ne sont pas finis; cependant, comme ellos 
forment ube ligno presque droite depuis In cdte @Abra- 
Ham jusyu’s celle du fleuve St. Laurent, il resulte de cotte 
position quo le fou dos coustines et des faces do bastions est 
consitlaable, ef ne pout dtre eteint que par une auilleria 
prodigiouse ; outre cela lo torrein oxige que les parapets des 
tranch&es y soient formées avec des sacs i terre, au lieu 
que du coté de la porte du palais, il n’y a que deux batte. 
hes qhe Von, pout attaquer, comme j'ai deja dis, en écharpe 
de revars of en Hane, et qui par ce moyen n’ont point de 
défatise, 

Pimagine que si le Congrés daigne encore nous con- 
tinuer ses secours généreux, et qu’un plan méthodique soit 
mis 4 Poxecution, Quebeck ne tiendra pas longtemps. 

Alors les Royalistes seront confondus, le juste prevau- 
dra sur Pinjuste, les Canadiens timides seront enhardis, et 
on, pourra laire des préparatifs contre les forces Parlemen- 


hrafhos Roe survenit cote année & dessein d’exe- 


“ayy odes résolutiona prises depuis plusiours années pour 
require ng un état do sei vitude’tous les habitans du con- 
Hinont do Pdmérique Septentrionale, 

Jdbsdive, A cet égard, quo lorsque le Miniathie a voulat 
abolir lessprivileyes dos Habhows de In Baye de Mussacht- 
setts, il a fa moins cherché A sauver les apparences en 
leur faisant ungemauvaise querelle par ung imposition sur le 
thd. Quant aux Canadiens, on a cru pouvoir leur dter les 
Jours dans tant de cérémonies, et méme leur porsuador que 
c'étojt pour leur bien, ot qiils devoient en avoir ung eter- 
nelle recgnnoissance.& Je vous ayouerai franchement, qu'il 
faut avoir une triste opiniorrd’un peuple pour en agiy ainsi ; 
gph to comble do ’humiliation, mais on s’est trompé, 


en 
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Lorsqi’on 1765, fo Général Murray, sous le préjexte 
spécigux do formey des ropresentans, tous Canadiens, you~ 
lut 1établit le gouvernement sur Ie méme pied qu’il étoit 
sous Ia domination Fiangoise, il fut aisé de conclure que 
e’étoit un plan du Ministére, ot que les promesses gatanties 
par Ja proclamation du Roy, en Ocfobre, 1768, n’auroient 
point lieu. Le Général Miwray n’ayant pu mettre Je dit 
plan & Vexécution, il fut rélévé, Le Ministine jut substiua 
le Général Cardeton, qui, dans les mémes vues, sonda le 
oceur des Canadiens, et ne negligea rien pour leur persuader 
que leurs anciennes lois, coutumes, et usages éoient ce qui 
pouvoient leur convenir le mieux ; mais ayant trouvé Voppo= 
sition chez ceux qui savent piéférer la liberté au despor 
tisme, il ne donna plus sa confiance qu’aux officiers Cana 
diens et auclergé. Il trouva en eux tout ce qu'il lui falloit s 
c’est-A-dire, des courtesans qui, flaités de Pesperance de yoir 
renailre un jour les temps ott ils pouvoient dominer sur Je 
peuple, ils le suivirent suivant ses désirs, et on conséquence 
adiesséient au Roi une requéte, au nom de tous les habi- 
tants de la Piovinee de Ousbeok: pour se soustraive & la 
sage constitution Britannique ; c’est-a-die, pour demander 
fers pour leurs concitoyens, 

Ine faut pas croira que les Canadiens on général so 
soient avilis jusqu’d ce point ; quelques adulateurs et quel- 
ques ignorans fanatiques des ancieanes coutumes signtient 
cette honteuse requéte sans y avoir 66 auloilsés que par 
eux-mémes, au nombre de 65. i 

Crest dames coite requéto de commande que lo Minis 
tere qui avoit déja ses vues, a sisi avec einprasseipent 
Yocension détablir on ce pays le pouvoir aibitraire, au 
moyen du Bill de Quebceh, Tous les honnétes gens de 
cette Province s’y scroient vus assujettis, si les Colonies 
voisines n’eussent daigné avoir pitis de leur malhoureux 
sort, et ne leur eussent piéléicur appui pour secouer ce jour 
odieux. On ose croire que Ia reconnoissance de cette Pio: 
vince & Pégard de ses voisines sera éteinelle: cepgndant on 
ne peut, et on ne doit pas cacher que cette bonne disposition 
et ses bons sentimens pow roient dire cosrompus dans quel 

ues membres, si on n’avoit pas la précaution de purger la 
Jolonie des flatteurs qui sont aux gages du Gouvernement. 
On doit regarder comme certain, que si on les y laisse 
subsister, ils y formeront une division qui pourroit devenir 
i¢judiciable & toutes Jes Provinces Unies. Ys y travail- 
ent méme déji on insinuant au peuple qu’au printemps 
prochain il viendra ici yne armée nombreuse de I’anciennd 
Angleterre, et que s’étant rendu coupable de rebellion, il 
ne Jeur restora pour yessouce que Valler joindre Parmé 
pour obtenir leur pardon, sans quoi ils soront brulés, pillés, 
et Ja majeme partie punis do mort. oe 

Tels sont Jes propos quo l’on tient journellement 4 un 
peuple naturellement trop crédule. Si on no coupe pis 
au plutdt le mal par la racing, il pourtoit devenit incurable; 
car des impressions do cette nature deviennent avec lo temps, 
comine des prdjugés de l'enfanee, tis cifficiles & détruire: 
en outre, par les épithétes outiagoantes ot injuricuses, dont 
ils se servont en parlant de nos bons voisins qui nous ont 
secourus, ils tachent de les rendre méprisables ainsi que la 
liberté aux yeux du peuple Canadien. | Toutes ces manées 
ne peuvent que produjre un mauvais effet, ot elles sont d’all~ 
tant plus dangereuses et sineuses que des précautions .que 
Von prendia & leur égard dependia beaucoup Ia consexva+ 
tion de la Province, 

Si, comme il ost & présumer, il n’y a point d’arrange- 
ment entre les Colonies et ’ancienne Angleterre d'ici a 
printemps prochain, il pounoiont peut-éwe arriver oul 
enverroit des forces dans le fleuve sSt. Laurent‘ pour titghor, 
de pénétrer dans les autres Colonies en ramenant les Cang? 
diens squs le joug, soit par menaces, soit par promegges, IL 
puroftroit que pour rondre lnfiuctuese une pareille expedi- 
tion, il y auroit deux moyens principaux qui dice qua je 
crois meritent une attention particuliére, Le premicr geroit 
de maintenir les Canadiens, et le second d’empécher les * 


flottes do passer au-dessus de Quebeck, se 
Les circonstances piésentes pour le maintjen des Canitge 
dicns paroissent avoir trois pointes de vue pow olf nm 






1, Qu’il soit pris des précautions convengbles ag 
des personnes gagées par le Gouvernemnogtiailes 


Royalistes, et surtout des miljtaires. rn earns 
3, Quoiq'l soit naturel que les On di i i , 

quote part des frais do In gugrroyj magia allt t.. COnYER 

droit de retarder’ ge prélevement, awagyr and °¢ peuple, 


a 
sere 


* 


* 
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ayant jamais pay6 aucun impdt que par la voio des 
droits d’entiée sur ies importations, et do sortic st les ox- 
portations, il so Agureroit qu'il '& 66 abusé, of qw’il n'a O16 
conquis par acs voisina que pour étra tnxé et payer tous les 
frais de la guerre présante, ainsi que les Royalistos le 
hii font entendra. 

8. Pour ne point les alarmer, il fandroit leur Jaisser leurs 
oydques, leurs prétres, et Io libre exercise de lour séligion. 
fl est vrai que quelquc-suns de Jours curés ont fait dos 
nouvuines et priours publiques & PEtue Supréme pour qu’il 
daigna exterminer les troupes que nos bons voising ont bien 
voulus envayer 4 notie secours; mais la politique exigo 
dans ces circonstances qu’ils soient maintenus, et non 
réduits, 

Quant aux mesures & prendro pour empécher une flotte 
de passer ‘au-dessus de Quedecit, 11 me semble que le plus 
expedient pour des personnes qui, jalouses do leur liheé, 
ne doivent pas risquot leur fort au hasard duno bataille, so 
roit de Jo briler. 

Tondroit le plus piés do la ville ot une flotte puisse 
mouiller, est Jo chonal de l’Isle d’ Orléans. Il est vrai 

w’en 1769 les Frangots ne reussirent pas & brdler celle 
se PAmiral Saunders, quoiqu’ils eussent hu.t brdlots du 
ort de 200 jusqu’a 450 touncaux ; minis il ne faut pas en 
tre surpris. A Vinstant du depart de ces biiilots, tous 
feos capitaines qui devoient les commander tegurent un 
ordre positif de lever leurs anevos et do mettre le fen & 
Jours navires aussitot que le commandant auroit mis le fea 
au sien; mais ce dernier, au tien de lever, coupa sos cables 
sur In bite, et forga de voile, do sorte qu'il a 6té rendu d In 

, Pointe-Lévi loisque les autres étoient & peine & moitié 

echemin; cependant le commandant Gtant encore d deux 

“Vieues dle Notte qu'il devoit bréiler, if mit le feu & son bré- 

‘fot; tous“les autres en firent autant en conformité de lours 
ordres, mais trop tot pobr qu’ils pussont produire aucun 
effet; plusieurs @entre eux s’echoudient avant Parriver & 
vJa flotte; et Pamiral, qui avoit en la précaution de faire 
mouiller tous ses vaisscaux, et transporter lo long des bat- 
tures & droit et & gaucho du fcuve, out Io temps d’envoyer 
des chaloupes pour romorquer dang lo milieu de chonal, 

ui pour lors était libre, les brélots qui ne s’étoient pas 

» @ehouds, | « 

“On peut dive quo si cette oxpédition n’eut pas le succés 
que Pon dovoit on attendro, alle répondit on uo peut pas 
mieux aux vues do ceux qui avolent jntéréts qu'elle ne 
iussit pas. Silo contraive fut airivé, les pénéia0x n’eus- 
sent pas pu se flatter @acquerir de Ia gloiie durante le 
cours de cotte campagne. On sait quo Pevéncment fustilia 
mal leur espoir. I no soroit de méme aveo des Généraux 
qui ne saerificroiont pas tes intérdts publics & lour ambition 
particulidre. ) 

Il mo paroit quil ne scrolt pout-dtve pas impossible de 
ao dobarrasser d'une flotle, et mime dune eseadre, dang un 
flevvd comme colui de In Province de Quebeck. Los 

, tnurdos peuvont favorisor cas sortos do manceuvros, ct In 
‘Provinee fournit en nbondance des matérlaux convenables 
pour construire des brdlots do deax especes qui no pour. 
roient dtre coulés bas facilement par Vactillérie d’an vais- 
seau clo guorre; une des deux espéces pourroient lancer 
son feu de foin, et Pautre par communication, 

i Ti est bien decidé qu'un corps no flotte dans un fluide 
que parcequ’il pese-moins que la volume de ce méme 

Aude quil deplace, D'aprés ce principe incontestable, il 
ne svagit que de remplir la oale d’un batiment d'un matiére 
dont te poids, ajoute & celui des munitions de guerre, de 
bouches, equipage, &e., pese moins que Je volume d'eau 

, qu'il pourra déplacer. ; 

yt,| duareddre est fort abondant en ce pays, et est trés conve- 
08 Ie en parail cas, parcequa son poids spécifique est 
mut) ndre que celui de Poau. Un pied eube de co bois, 
gueighe yart, peut supporter sur la surface de Peau un poids 

g trente 1(9tos, et ne pout absolument caler qu’avec trante- 
six livros; mais pour éviter toute difliculté imprévue, jo 

sapposé qo'll n’en porte que vingt-cing livres, Das-lors an 

batiment large, & fond plat de 200 tonnenux do tronte pieds 
cube chaque, construit avec du cédre, et dont In cale en sera 
yemplie, pourra, quoique plein d’eau, porter 150,000 livres, 
gui font 75 tonneaux ; et floter facitement, je suppose quo 

Jn partie du batiment qui sera dang Peau fera un effort suf 

fisant pour supporter celle qui en sera déhors. 

* D'aprés co caloul, il est aisé de donuer a une pareille 


’ 


harque un equipement qui n’excade point ce poids, ayant 
attention de se reserver au contro pour Jes munitions, 
un coflte étanche depuis le fond do ecale jusqu’aux 
baux. 

Lo yolume de ce coftte peut, par son déplucemont de 
Vean, donner Ja facilité do mettre he lest, afin de maiutenir 
Pequiibre; lo poids dan pied cube d@eau douco dtant 
720 Ibs., il ne sagit que de donner au coflto une grandeur 
vélative au poids du lost nécessairo au bitiment que Pon 
voudra construire, 

Mais an lieu de Varmer avec das canons, si l'on pouvoit 
Jui eubstituer des obus pour tirer horizontalement des bom 
betes de huit pouces, et surtout des carcasses rondu an 
forme d’herisson, on pow roit espérer de bitler les vaissenux 
ennemis, pourvu que lon garantit du few les sabords gn 
Jour donnant une forme convenable, et les garnissant aveo 
do fa taulo, i] faudroient que les pointes des berissons: fiss- 
sent grillécs, et quo los nutidies combustibles qué les envol- 
loperoicnt pussent flechir assez, afin’ qwariivant sur an 
vuisseau, elles pussent ontrer dans les bordages jusqu’a un 
pouce ct demi ou environ, Un petit boulet d’ou s’enléve- 
1oit en differents sens des pointes do fers grillées garnias 
dans les intervalles, et méme jusquau dessus do lours sure 
faces, pointues avec de Petoupe builée, de la (oile goudron~ 
née, et autres matidres combustibles, que lon a acoutume 
deuiployer daus los carcasses, composaroit cette muchiue 
destructive, : 

Ml ne soroit peut-tre pas impossible do bastinguer un 
tel batiment do fagou A le metto a Pabrig du boulat, ot 
do le guantir do Pabovdage, en garnissant son ribord de 
pointes de fers, les aues horzontales et les untres yerticales, 
on Jeus donnant deux pieds exteriowement deux tonngnax 
de for suflitgient, La précaution de ne placer des aubans 
quint&icurement (co qui pout se fae en éyard & sa lowe 
geur) et de ne point lw donner do beaupré conviendiolt on 
pareil cas, On sait bien qu'un bitiment qui: parthoit de 
Quebeck ayec un vent fait de sud-ouest et marée bissante 
qui iroit In nuit mouiller en avant d'un vaissenu de guerra 
ot qui fileroit son cable jusqw’d ce qu'il wen fut qu’a ene 
Viton cinguante brasses, no sauroit dtro nbordé pour ce 
viisseau, le vent et le courant éant deux obstacles invine 
civles ; muis cos sont les chaloupes que Pon ne mangueroit 
pas de vouver mouillées bien aa-dessus des valssenux qui 
pourroient étie d ciuindre, e’est pourquoi il faut dés moyéns 
pour sauvei Je bitiment en question de Pabordage,*” © 

Si une machine flotante constpuite sur ces principes re 
pouvoit due couléo bas ni abordéo, et qui langant son feu 
uno moyenne distance, pouoit insulter un yaisseau do 
guerre, Je bidles, on au moins Pobliger do lever, amit, je 
cris, quelque avantage sur un bitiment ordinaire. I ost 
vent qu'il ne seroit propre yuo sur une rividve, mais o’ast 
tout co qu’on en attend, 

Huit btiments do eotte espace de 160 tonnenux ahnque, 
A un mit seulement moutée chacun de aix,ou hult obus, 
couteroient mong en total qu’un soul vaissoau do s¥ixtinte 
canons, et rendroient peut-dtre plus do seryje ; quant & 
Pautre cspdco de braldt destiné & mettre lo feu par com- 
munication, on pourroit les faire sur los mémes principes, 
mais beaucoup plus petits. 

Des gabuires a fond plat do vingt ftrente touncaux pon- 
tier garnies de cédre dans le cfile, et ayant lours aitifiees sur 
Je pont suflitoient. 

Jeux raisons qui m’ont parnes rds importantes mont 
fais imaginer la necessité des lidlotss la premitre gest 
qu’avec (les nouvelles troupes, il pourroit y avoir qualtyues 
dilicultés Adisputer lo terrein & des vieux corps ‘téglés 5 ot 
t deuxiéme o’ost que foserois diro, par expérience, que 

on doit poser pour axiome que des battorles quolyues 
faites qu’elles puissent tie ne sauoient empécher une 
flotto dg passer durant la nuit devant Quedeck, remonter le 
flouve, et Inisser par la dovriéve elle tous les préparaiif 
qv’on agroit pu faire par terre. : ; 

Tolles sont, Monsicur, les idées que j'ai formé sur 
Vataque do Quebeck, oi unc paitio des défenseg do la Com 
lonie, et que je soumis & votre examen. Je suis bien gon+ 
vainew que ceux qui, comme vous, s'interessent essantidlie- 
ment a Ja prospéiné do Amérique sauront prendre’ tous 
les arrangements convenables dans les circonstqnoes pré- 
sentes, “ eae 

Si Pai pris In liberté de vous communiquer shes sintl- 
monis a cot Sgurd, o’est que persuadé, comme’ jersuile,tde la» 
ry 


1 
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justice da In cause de ? Amérique, personne ne desira plus 
que moi de Iq voir reussir dang sa louable entraprise. 

Jo m’estimerois és heureux, si mes reflections pouvoient 
donner lieu A quelques moyens qui pourroient tourner a son 
avantage. ' % 

J *ai Phonneur @étre, avec une parfaite considération, 
Monsieur, votre tés humble et tras obeissant serviteur, 
bs Penwissien, 
Directeur des Forges St. Maurice, prés des Th ois Riviéres. 


Janvier 28, 1776, 
, Monsieur: Jo suis actuellement A Montréal, of Pai eu 
Nieu de faire des observations dont jai cru devoir yous in- 
former. J’y ai wouvé le nombre des Royulistes beaucoup 
plus considérables que je ne pensois. Si on ne met pas 
un frein & leurs propos, il est & craindre qu’ils ne changent 
Ja bonne disposition des habitants des campagnes. Je crois 

“que si le rnngfort destiné pour le Canada étoit envoyé su- 
bitement? ot Togélans les campagnes, cela arreteioit le pio- 
gids des mauyais discours. I! est encore tems de le faire, 
et les habitants ne fe trouveront pas mal-d-propos. 

Quoique le sitge de Quebeck ne soit pas difficile, il 
pol copendant arriver qu’en Pattaquant du coté du 

alais, les assiegés se foitifictoient dans Viniérieur de la 
ville. Tin ¢gard & Pavantage qu’ils ont de la hauteur de 
colic partie, c'est pourquoi il seroit nécessaire davoir des 
canons de vingt-quatre, ou au moins de dix-huit, pour suftie 
dans fo ons of Von seroit obligé dassioger par le bastion 
St. Jean, qui est Jo foible des fortifications qui sont sur Ia 
hauteur @’. Abraham, Mais jo ne peux pas m’empécher de 
vous prier observer qu'il faut absolument des ingenicurs 
pour In conduite des details du sidge, et que sans cctte pré- 
enution co sera en vain qu’on y employera une quantité 
corgidérable de troupes ot des munitions de guerre, 

* Simos informations peuvent vous &tie utiles, vous pou- 
vex disposer librement de celui quia Phonneur d’aue, aves 
tine parfaite considération, Monsieur, votre tits humble et 
trds obeissant serviteur, Pentssien. 


TRANSLATION OF MONSILUR PELISSIEN’S LETTER, 
Vorges of St, Maurice, January 8, 1778, 

Sinj In December Inst, General Montgomery acquainted 
me of his intention of calling an Assembly in this Colony, 
to the ond that, Deputics night be chosen to join the Con- 
tinental Gongress. Ie engaged me to use my endeavours 
to necgniplish this aMvir, but not finding i¢then practicable, 
J want to the camp to tonfer with him on the proper mea- 
sures to bo taken hereafter for that purpose. 

From tho informations he had received, and those T had 
obtained, we were both of opinion that this Convention 
ought not to be attempted till after the reduction of Que- 
beck, ag tho Royalisis, who were numerous in the towns of 
Montreal and ‘Lhrec-Rivers, were continually intimidating 
the people with supposed consequencos, and giving them 
odious and contemptible ideas of the American Confedora- 
tion. \ 

This brave Gonaral, impatient to forward the designs of 
the Congress, resolved to remove all difficulties and obsta- 
clos, by a hold stroke, in assaulting the City of Queleck. 
Ha did not succeed, and hud the misfortune there to finish 
his days. He foll much regretted by all those who were 
persuaded that noblo and generous motives alono, had de- 
tormined him to engage in the scrvice of his country. 

"This repulse has, in no wise, altered the good disposi- 
tions of tha friends of America here, though they are a very 
small number, but it has made the Royalists more auda- 
cious than ever, paiticulutly those who are in the pay of 

- athe, Government, They already cry victory ; but, I ter 
» smyself they are grossly mistaken, for, if Quebecke is altagked 
ugooling to tho rules of art, dn the side of the Palace- 
Gate, no, season, in wy opinion, ean provent the city’s 
boing taken in a fow days, ‘ 
wo # * * * * * * ¥ 
re imagine, that, if the Congress continues to afford us its 
generous assistance, and the above methodical plan is put 
in execution, that city must soon be taken. ‘The Royal- 
. ists will then be confounded, the just will prevail over the 
unjust, and the timid Canadians will be encouraged and 
emboldened to join in preparations for opposing the Parlia- 
mentary forces which may arrive this year, with a design 
w'ggo execute the resolutions taken long since, to reduce 
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to a state of servitude all the inhabitants of North-Ame- 
ricts : : 
1 cannot but observe, upon this head, that were the 
Ministry datermined to abolish the privileges of Massachu- 
setts-Bay, they endeavoured to save appearances, at least, 
by creating a cause of quarrel, in imposing a duty, upon ten; 
but they fancied they might enslave the Canadians without 
so much ceremony; they even presumed they could par- 
suade us it was for our good, and that we. owed them, for 
so much kindness, everlasting gratitude, 1 own they must 
have had a wretched opinion of us, to think of thus treat- 
ing us. It was the height of contempt, but they were mis- 
taken, z 
When, in 1765, General Murray, under the specious 
pretence of forming an Assembly of Representatives, who 
should all be Canadians, intended to re-establish the Go- 
yernment on the same footing it had been under France, it 
was easy to conclude ita plan of the Ministry, and that the 
alae made us, and which had been confirmed by the 
King’s Proclamation in 1768, were no longer to be consi- 
dered as binding. General Murray, not being able to carry 
this plan into execution, was removed. Ministry substi- 
tuted General Carleton, who, in the same views, sounded 
the sentiments of the Canadians, and omitted nothing to 
peisuade them that their ancient laws, customs, aid usages, 
would he most suitable and convenient for them; but having 
met with opposition among those who knew the difference 
between liberty and despotism, he no longer communicated 
with, or took into his confidence, any but some Canadidn 
officers and the clergy, In them he found all he wanted ; 
that is to say, courtiers, who, pleased with the hope of see- 
ing a return of the times in which they might domineer 
over the people, served him in every thing he desired, and, 
in consequence, addressed a petition to the King, in the 
name ofall the inhabitants of the Province of Quebcele, to 
have the wise British Constitution withdrawn; which, in 
eflect, was asking chains for their fellow-citizens. 

It ought not to be supposed that the Canadians, in gene- 
ral, were so base, Sone flutterers, and some ignorant 
people, bigoted to ancient customs, signed this shameful 
petition, without being authorized by any but themselves, 
to the number of sixty-five only. 

It was upon this bespoken petition that the Ministry, 
who had their viows in obtaining it, scized with cagerness 
the opportunity of bara arbiliary power in this covn~ 
ty, by the Quebeck Act. All the good people of this Pia 
vince would have found themselves subjected to it, ithe 
neighbouring Colonies had not pitied their unhiippy fate, 
and lent their assistance to thiow off the aeticul- yoke 3 for 
which we ought to be forover grateful, But if cannot, and 
ought not to be concenled, that this good disposition, and 
these good sentiments, may be corrupted in soine, if the 
precaution is not taken of puiging the Colony of al) those 
flatterers who receive pay fiom the Government, » It may 
be considered ns certain, that if they aro suffered to.remain 
here, they will work a division that may be prejudicial to 
all the United Colonies. They aro already doing it, by 
insinuating to (be people that a large army will be here sfext 
Spring from Old Angland, and that, being guilty, of rebel- 
lion, they will have no other resource than jeg that 
army to obtain their pardon, without which, ther houses 
will be pillaged and burnt, and themselves punished with 
death, Such are the discomses daily held to a people 
naturally too credulous, If this evi) is not soon cut’ up by * 
the roots, it may become incuable ; for impressigns of this 
nature, become, in time, like the prejudices of infahel¥, very 
dificult to remove. Besides, by the abusive and cota 
melious epithets they make use of, in speaking of oup good 
neighbours, who come to succour us, they endéiyour to 
rendor them, together with libeity itself, contemptible in 
the eyes of the Canadians. ‘These base practices cannot 
but produce a bad effect ; and are so much the more dan- 
gerotis and serious, as, upon the precautions to be taken 
with regard to them, depends greatly the preservation of 
the Province. ‘ 

If, as it may be presumed, no agreement should jfoke 
place between the Colonies and Britain, before the Spring, 
it is probable she will send a force into the river St, Law- 
rence, for the purpose of penetrating the other Colonies by - 
the nid of the Canadians, brought ngdin under her yoke 
through menaces or promises, it seems to ine that; to render 


- 
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such ap expedition fiuitloss, there are two principal monns 
which deserve particular attention. The first would be to 
support and retin the Canadians; the second, to hinder 
tlie (let coming up the river, or passing above Quebock. 

The civqumstances necessary for retaining and support- 
jhg the Canadians, ares 

"Fists That oes precautions be taken for securing the 
persons sdlatiod here by Government, tho other Royalists, 
and pitticularly all tho military, 

Second. Although it is reasonable that the Canadians 
should pay their peers of tho charges of the war, I 
imagine It would be proper to delay levying it for some 
time, as this people, having never been accustomed to pay 
any tax but by way of duties on importation and exporta- 
tion, would fancy they had beon deceived, and that tho 
were conquered merely to be taxed, and made to pay all 
the oxpense of this war, as the Royalists endeavoued to 
porsuade then, 

Third. ‘Chat they may not bo alarmod, it is necessary to 
Jeave them in possession of their bishops, their priests, and 
the free dxeroise of their religion. It is tine, that some of 
the onratés have made publick prayors, during nine days, 
that God would exterminate the troops that our good neigh- 
bours have kindly sent to assist us; but prudence requires 
that no ndtice should be taken of that conduct, 

AS to the measures to be taken for hindering a fleot’s 
pissing nbove Quebcols, it saems to mo that the most expe- 
diont for persons, who, jealous of their liberty, aught nat to 
tisk too much upon the chance of a battle, would be to 
burn ft, Cr er rr a Se 

If L have taken the fiborly to communicate to you my 
santimonts thus'on the attack of Quebcele and defence of 
the Colony, it is, because, porsunded as 1 am of the justice 
oftho cause of Anerica, no one desires moro than myself 
to seo her succeed in her most laudable enterpriso. 

I shall ostcem miysolf very happy, if my rellections ma 
oseasion the use of some monns that may turn to her ad- 
vantage. 

I have the honour to be, with perfeot consideration, sir, 
your most humble and obedient sorvant, Poranarnn, 


Director of the Lron Works, 

a ear the Tha'ee- Rivers, 

‘To the Wonourable John Hancock, Esq, 
January 28, 1776, 
Posrscriev,—I_ am now at Montreal, whero 1 have an 

opportunity of making some observations, whieh I think I 
ought to communicate to you, 

hava found the nombor of Royalists xauch more con+ 
sidorable here than Timngined. If they aro not bridlod, it 
is to ho feared thoy may chango the good disposition of tho 
country poople. L believe that if the ieinforcomonts des- 
tined for Canada arrive soon, and aro quartered in tho 
county that may bo a moans of stopping the progress af 
” Sri Thove is yol timo to do it, and the people 
Will dt diglike it. 


STONINATON (CONNECTICUT) COMMIYTER ‘TO GENERAL 
WASILING'TON, 
Stonington, January 8, 1776, 

Sim: Tho Committee of Correspondence and Safety in 
‘thiy place, to whose consideration your Excellency, by 
letter dated tho Q71h of November Inst, was pleased to refer 
the afftiv of one Denny, and his captured vessel and cargo, 
haying, on the 1st of December, transmitted to you their 
proceedings relative thereto, beg leave now to report, fir 
ther, that, (having notified all persons concerned,) after a 
full hearlng, and onreful examination and inquiry of the 
»seyeral evidences bofore us, (consisting of people on board 
‘auld vessel when taken, and of tho neighbours supposed 
hest aoquainted with the character of said Denny, and ono 
Bulag fon thio (or sonve roasons, was suspected of being 
totyistionl,) cannot ind that cither of thom have adopted 
or pursued any measure teally inimical to Amorica, or in 
any thing acted a part so obnoxious, but that they, upon 
paying tho necessary and occasional charges, might, with 
out further delay or trouble, have said vessel and cargo 
restored to them; unless the more act of ‘said Denny's 


e 


availing himself and being aapeine of the enclosed certifi. 


calo and clearance when taken, should be deomad a suffi. 
cient bar in the way ; relative to which, ihe bearor is des 
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sired to wait and receive your Eixcellency’s resolution and 
commands. 
From your most obadiant, humble servant, 
By order of the Committee: 
Josue Danisox, Chairmans 


To His Eixcelloncy General Vashington, 


JOUN ADAMS ‘TO GANERAT WASIIINGION, 
Watortown, January 8, 1776, 

Dean Sm; As your Excellency has asked my opinion 
of Genoral Lee's plan, as explained in his letter of the 
Sth instant, I think it my duty to give it, although Tam 
obliged to do it in moro haste than I could wish, 

I supposo the only questions which nriso upon that let 
ter, are, whether tho plan is practicable, whother it ig 
expedient, and whether it tics properly within your Kix- 
colloncy’s authority, without further dheetions fem Con- 

ress, 
. Of the practicability of it, I am very ill qualified to 
judgo; but, wore I to hazard a conjecture, it would be, 
that the entorpriso would not bo attended with mach difli- 
oulty. Tho Connecticut people, who aro vory ready upon 
such occasions, its conjunction with the friends of liberty in 
New-York, 1 should think might easily accomplish the 
work. 

That it is expedient, and even necossary to bo done, by 
some authatity or othor, I believe will not be doubted by 
any friend of tho American cause, who considors tho vast 
importance of that City, Province, and the North River, 
which: is in it, in the progress of this war, (ns it is the newus 
of the Northorn and Southern Colonies,) as a kind of koy 
to tho wholo Continent ; ag it is o panna to Canada, to 
tho great Inkes, and to all tho Jidien nations, no offort, 
to svouro it ought to bo omitted. 

That it is within tho limits of your EExcellenoy’s com 
mand, is, in my mind, porfectly clear, Your commis« 
gion constitutes you commander of all the forces now 
taisod, or to bo raised, and of all others who shall volun+ 
tarily offor their service, and joi the Army for the defence 
of American liberty, and for ropelling evory hostile jnva« 
sion thereof, and are vested with full power and authority 
to act as you shall think for the good and welfare of the 
solvice. 3 

Now, if upon Long-Island thore is a body of people 
who have arms fh their hands, and, ore intrenching thent« 
selves, prolessodly to opposo tho American systoin of ton 
foneo; who are supplying our enemies, both of the Army 
aud Navy, in Boson and elsewhere, (ns 1 supposa is une 
doubtedly tho firet,) no man can hesitate to say that this ia 
au hostile invasion of lmerican liberty, as much ag thine 
now mado In Boston, Nay, those people aro guilty of the 
very invnsion in Boston, ng they wre constantly giding, 
abetting, comforting, and assisting the army thera, and that 
in the most ossentinl mannar, by supplies of provisionss 
Tf in tho city a body of Torios ara waiting only, for a force 
to protect thom, to declare themselves on the side of our 
onomios, it is high timo that city was scoured. The Jer 
sey troops have already been ordered into that oity by the 
Congross, and are there, undoubtedly under your com 
mand, roady to assist in this service. 

That New-York is within your command as much ag 
tho Massachusetts, cannot bear a question, Your Exeole: 
lency’s superiority in the command, over the Gonarals 
in the Northern Department, as it is called, fas beet 
always carefully preserved in Congress, although the nes 
cessity of despatch has sometimes induced them to sand 
instructions directly to thdm, instead of first sonding them 
to your Hixcollency, which, would bave occasioned a cir 
cuit of many hundrods of miles, and have lost much tind, 

Upon the whole, air, my opinion js, that General Luca's 
is @ very usoful proposal, and will answer many good enda, 

Jam, with groat respect, your Ixcellenay’s most obo? 
dient, hurble servant, : 

Journ Apams, 


To General Pashington. 


yok 
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Sr: Having undoubted intelligence of the'fiting out o 
a fect at Boston, and of the onibarkation oF op #f 
thence, which, from the sexton of the your, afd GHgersie 
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cumstances, must be destined fora Southern expedition; 
and having such information as I can rely on, that the in- 
habitants (or a great part of them) on Long-Island, in the 
Colony of New-York, ate not only inimical to the tights 
and liberties of America, but, by their conduct aud publick 
rofessions, have discovered a disposition (o aid and assist 
m the reduction of that Colony to Ministerial tyranny ; and, 
ag it is a matter of the utmost importance to prevent the 
enemy from taking possession of the city of New-York 
and the North River, as they will thereby command the 
country, and the communication with Canada, it is of too 
much consequence (since we find, by His Majesty’s speech 
to Parliament, that, in disiegard of tho petition from the 
united voice of America, nothing less than the total sub- 
version of her rights will satisfy him,) to hazard such a 
post at such an alarming crisis: You will, therefore, with 
such volunteers as are willing to join you, and can he expe- 
ditiouslytaised, repair to the city of Nezw- Yorke; and call- 
ing upon the commanding officer of the forces of New- 
deracy, for such assistance as he can afford, and you shall 
Yaquire, you are to put that city in the best posture of 
dolence which the season and circumstances will admit of; 
disarming all such persons, upon Long-Jsland and ¢lse- 
where, (and, if necessary, otherwise securing thom,) whose 
conduot and declarations have rendered thom justly sus- 
pectod of dosigns unfriendly to the views of Congress, 
You avo also to inquire into the state and condition of 
the fortifications up the North River, and,as far as that be 
consistent with the orders of Congress, (or not sopugnant 
to them,) to have the works guarded against surprise from 
atbody of men, which might be transported by wator near 
the plgge, dnd then marched in upon the back of them, 
» You will also endoavour to have the medicines, shirts, 
sand blankets, (now at News Yorie,) belonging to tho Minis« 
teriul troops, secured, and forwarded to this Army. Cap- 
tain Sear can give you particular information concern- 
4 them, 
‘hat in other matters relative to the execution of the 
oneral plan you are going upon, your own judgment, (ns it 
is impossible, with propricty, to give particular directions,) 
and the advice of those you havo reason to believe are 
hearty. in tho causo, must direct yous keeping always in 
view the declared intentions of Congress. 

Lam pgrsuaded I need not recommend despatch in the 
execution of this business; the importance, alone, js sufli- 
cient ingitement. I would advise a disiniSsion of the vo- 
luptepr (whose nocessary expenses will be borne) as soon 
ag the service will admit of it; and that you endeavour, as 
much ag possible, at all times to be in readiness to join 
the Army, if the exigency of our affairs here should call 
for its 

Given under my hand, at Head-Quarters, Cambridge, 
the eighth day of January, Anno Domini 1776. 

: Groxge Wastineron, 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE NEW-XORK COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 
i Cambridge, January 8, 1776, 
-iGint Hgving untoubted intelligence of the fitting out of 
a fleet at Boston, and the embarkation of troops from 
thence, which, from the season of the year, and other cir- 
cumstances, must be destined for some expedition south 
of this; and having such information as I cay rely on, 
that the inhabitants of Long-Island, in your Government, 
or a groat part of them, are not only inimical to the rights 
dnd liberties af America, but, by their conduot and profes- 
“song; liave discovered an apparent inclination to lend 0 
fee gshand to subjugate their, fellow-citizons to Ministe- 
riakarahny, thore is the greatest reason to believe, that this 
afmniiéntyif snot designed immediately against the city of 
New. Yat is, nevertheless, intended for Long-Island ; 
L huve, therefore, thought it expedient to despatch Major- 
General Lee, with such voluntecrs as he can quickly as- 
semble, on his march, (for [ have not troops to spare flom 
hence, if the distance and time would admit of it,) to put the 
city of New- Yori in the best posture of defence the sea- 
son and circumstances will admit of. 
“To his instructions, which I have desired him to lay 
before you, I beg leave to refer, firmly persuaded that your 
« honourable body will give every assistance in their power 
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to facilitate the end of his coming, as there needs no other 
argument than a retrospective view of the conduct of the 
Ministerial ttoops in Baston, and the consequences result- 
ing from it, to prove what a fatal stab it wauld give to thé 
interests of America, to suffer the city of New-Yorv to fall 
into the hands of our enemies. a 
Lam, &e. Grores Wasuineron, 
To ee Chairman of the Committee of Safety of New- 
ore. 


[GENERAL WASHINGTON] TO WILIAAM BARTLETT. 
Cambridge, Jonuary 8, 1776, 
Answered his letters of the 5th and 6th instants. De- 
sired he would purchase the guns from Captain Dardy, 
belonging to the Lee, schooner; if not, he must give them 
tohim, To be aleit in fitting the vessels out, &c. 


To William Bartlett, Esq,, Beverly. 


' 
R, HOOL TO DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER, 
Aloxandria, January 9, 1776, 


Hownounanue Sin; Captain Conway has never been able 
to got his vessel ready to take in till this day, though he 
used great industry; the weather, the holydays, &c., have 
been against him. She is still 9 very fing vessel, now in 
the most complete order; and it gives me concern ta ing, 
form you that the Captain, one of tha most active fellows. 
in the world, is about leaving her. Of this, Captain Con= 
way never gave me the most distant hint, till within these’ 
few days. As soon as he made known his intentions, I 
expostulated with and endeavoured to convince him of the 
imptopriety of leaving the servico without giving the 
Council of Safety due notice to provide another master, 
but all in vain, 

He has had a little yosse] built somewhere in the lowey 
parts of Virginia ; she is finished and come upy and he is, 
going out in her. However, he promises to stay by, the: 
vessel and seo things carried on, till qnother ‘master conieg 
on board; you will, therefore, be pleased to appoint ong, 
and send him to take charge, as soon as possible, He says 
he intended to give you notice at Annapolis, but the 
Counci! Room was always full, and be never could fin 
an opportunity, : 

Ifyou have not a proper person to spara, there is a 
brother of Conway’s, who I believe to bp an able sonman, 
and a very industrious, spirited man, that has offered hifi. 
self, [He being well acquainted, could pick uff men ta 4 
short time, of which the vessel is bare, having but three on 
board, a a 

Lam, sir, your most obedient servant, ty 
R, Hoor, 
To the Hon. Daniel of St. Thomas'Jenifer, Tesq. 

P. S, If you incline to accept of his brother, it will ba, 
well to give me orders by next post, ot he will be engaged. 


> 





ADDRESS OF NEW-YORK COMMITTER OF Sarety 16, Td 
INHABITANTS OF THE COLONY OF NEW-YORK: : 
Tonuary 9)°2776, 

To prevent, as much as possible, the evil consequences | 
which may arise from the assertion, that the “Continental 
Congress have made no approaches towards an accomisé-, 
dation with Great Britain,” the Committee of Saliy’, 
of the Colony of New-York, have directed the flowing 
Petition of the Continental Congress fo His Mi sand 
the Address of the Lord Mayor and Livery of Lotii/on, to 
the Electors of Great Britain, occasioned by that Petition, 
to be published. 

In the present unhappy controversy,-we can call for no 
evidence so undxceptionable to the deluded enemies of 
America, as the testimony of the inhabitants of the Capital 
city of Great Britain, ot 

Every information on this subject, oie from adios : 
us, might, perhaps, be considered as passing throu ft a uée 
picious channel ; but when we appeal to those ‘wl 8; 
have engaged without grounds in the present con@ition, ’ 
are immediately interested ogainst ug, every,'tnpt udlegd 
reader must be convinced, that thelr Voldntai (est mony jit _ 
our favour, is full proof of the justiod “oti Caitse, And 
it is for this purpose, that the dboveuhdiifiotied ‘A ddvess is 


% 


bor 


tecommended to the serious consideration of the inhabi- 
tants of the Colony of New-York. 

By order of tho Committee: 
Prenne Van Contseannt, Chairman, 


~ 


Copy of Petition of the honourable Continental Congress, 
sitting at Putavenputa, Juux 8, 1775, to Lis Majesty 


Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's faithful subjects, of the Colonies of 
New-Hampshirc, Mussachusetts-Bay, Rhode-Istand and 
Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New-York, New- 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, the Counties of New-Casile, Kent 
and Susser, of Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North- 
Carolina, and South-Carolina, in behalf of ourselves, and 
the inhabitants of these Colonics, who have deputed us to 
roprosant them in Gunoral Congress, entreat your Mujes- 
ty’s gracious attention to this our humble petition, 

The union botween our mother country aud these Colo- 
nies, and tho nergy of mild and just Government, produced 
benefits so romarkably important, and afforded such an 
assurance of their permanency and increase, that the wondar 
and envy of other nations were excited, while they beheld 

reat Britain rising to a power tho most extraordinary 
‘the world had evor known. 

Hor rivals, obsorving that there was no probability of 
this happy connection being broken by evil dissensions, 
and apprehending its future efteats, if left any longer undis- 
turbed, resolved to provent hor receiving such continual 
and formidable accessions of wealth and strength, by check« 
ing the growth of those settlements from which they wero 
to be derived, 

Tn the prosecution of this attempt, events so unfayour- 
able to the design took place, that every friend to the in- 
terest of Great Britain and those Colonies, entertained 
pleasing and reasonable expectations, of secing an additional 
fordo and extension immediately given to the operations of 
tho union hitherto experienced, by an enlargement of the 
dominions of the Crown, and the removal of ancient and 
warlike enemies to a greator distance. 

At the conclusion, therefore, of tho Inte war, the most 
glorious and advantageous that aver had been enrried on by 
British wins, your loyal Colonists, having contributed to 
its success, by such ropeated and strenuous exertions, us 
frequondly procured them cha distinguished approbation of 
your Majesty, of the late King, and of Parliament, doubted 
not, but that they should be permitted, with the rest of the 
ompire, to share in tha blessings of peace, and the emolu- 
ments ofavictory and conquest, 

While these recont and honourable acknowledgments 
of their merits ramainod on record, fn the journals and 
nots of that august legislature, the Parliament, undefaced 
by the imputation, or even the: suspicion of any offence, 
they wore alarmed by a new system of statutas and regu- 
lations, adopted for the administration of the Colonies, that 
filled theft minds with the most painful fears and joalousios ; 
and, to thir inexpressiblo astonishment, perecived the dan- 
of a foreign quarrel quickly succeeded by domostick 

angers, in their judgment, of a more dreadful kind, 

. Nor were theso anxieties alloviated by any tendency in 
this system to pone the welfare of their mother coun- 
‘try; for, though its efluets were immediately folt by thom, 
-yot its influence appeared to bo injurious to the commerce 
and plated of Great Britain, 

e shall decline the ungrateful task of describing the 
irksome variety of artifices practised by many of your 
Majesty’s Ministers; the delusive pretences, fruitless tor- 
rours, and unavailing severities, that bave from time to 
time been dealt out by them, in their attempts to execute 
«this Mapelaise plan; or of tracing, through a series of years 
past, the progress of the unhappy differences betivean 

Great Britain and theso Colonies, that have flowed from 
this fatal source, 

Your Majesty’s Ministors, persevering in their measures, 
and proceeding to open hostilities for enforcing them, have 
compelled us t arm in our defence, and have engaged us 
in a controversy so eo abhorrent to the affections of 
your still faithful Colonists, shat when we considér whom wo 
must oppose in this contest, and, if it continues, what may 

be the consequonces, our own particular misfortunes are 
steoounted by us only as part of our distress, = * 
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Knowing to what violont resentment and incurable ani- 
mosities, civil discords are apt to oxasporate and inflame 
tho contending partics, wo think ourselves required by 
indisponsuble obligations to Almighty God, to your Majca~ 
ty, to our fellow-subjects, and to aurselvas, immediately to 
us all the means in our powar, not incompatible with our 
safoty, for stopping tho further offusion of blood, and for 
averting the impending calamities that threaten tho British 
ampire. 

Thug called upon to address your Majesty, on affairs of 
such moment to America, and probably to all your domi+ 
nions, wo are earnestly desirous of performing this office 
with the utmost deference for your Majesty; and wo there- 
fore pray, that your Majesty’s Royal magnanimity and be- 
nevolence may make the most favourable constructions of 
ovr explessions on so uncommon an ocension, Could wo 
represent, in their full foree, the sentiments that agitate the 
minds of us, your dutifal subjects, we axe persuaded your 
Majesty would ascribe any seoming deviation from reve~ 
rence in our language, and even in our conduct, not to any 
reprehensible intention, but to the impossibility of recon- 
cilisg the usual appearances of respect, with @ just attens 
tion to our own preservation, against those artful and cruel 
enemies, who abuse your Royal confidence and authority, 
for the purpose of effecting our destruction, 4 

Atiactod to your Majesty’s parson, family, and Goyerns 
ment, with all deyotion that principle and affection can 
inspire, connectad with Great Britain by tho strongest ties 
that can unile societics, and deploring ovory event that 
tends in any degree to wenkon them, we solemnly assure 
your Majesty, that we not only most ardently desire the 
former harmony between her and these Colonies may be 
rostored, but that concord may be established between 
them, upon so firm a basis as to porpetuato its blessings, 
uninterrupted by any future dissensions, to succooding gene~ 
rations in both countrics; and to transmit your Majosty’s 
name to posterity, adorned with that signal and Jasting 
glory that has attended tho memory of those illustrious 
personages, whose virtuos and abilities havo oxtricated 
states from dangerous convulsions, and, by securing happi- 
ness to others, have erected tha most noble and dirakis 
monuments to their own famo, 

We beg lenvo further to assure your Majesty, that, not« 
withstanding the suflerings of your loyal Colonists, during 
the couse of this present controversy, our breasts retain 
too tender a regard for the kingdapy from which we derive 
our origin, to request sucha reconciliation ag might, in any 
manner, be inconsistent with her dignity or hor wollare, 
These, related ag wo are to her, honour and duty, ag well 
as inclination, iuduce us to support and advance; and the 
apprebonsions that now oppress our hearts with unspons 
ablo griof, being once romoved, your Majoaty will find your 
faithful subjects on this Continent ready and willing, at all 
times, as thoy have ever beon, with thoir lives and fortunes, 
to assert and maintain tho rights and interdsts of your Mas 
jesty, and of our mothor country. *% 

We, therefore, bosoech your Majesty, that your Royal 
authority and influence may bo graciously interposed to 
procure us rolief from our ofllicting foors and jealousias, 
ocensioned by the systom before-mditioned, and to avtile 
ae through every pait of your dominions; with all 
shumility, submitting to your Majesty’s wise consideration, 
whether it may not be expedient, for facilitnting those im- 
portant purposes, that your Majesty may be pleased to 
direct some mode by which the united applications of your 
faithful Colonists to the Throne, in pursuance of thoir 
epmmon counsels, may be improved into a happy and pér- 
manent reconciliation ; attd that, in tho mean time, measures 
may be taken for provonting the further destiuction of the 
lives of your Mnjesty’a subjects; and that such statutes ag 
mora immediately distross any of your Majosty’s Colonies, 
aie be repealed. 

or by such arrangemonts as your Majosty’s wisdom ean 
form, for collecting the united senso of your American peo- 
ple, we are convincod your Majesty would receive suoh 
satisfactory poe of the disposition of the Colonists to- 
wards their Sovereign, and the parent state, that the wished 
for opportunity would soon be restored to them, of evinding 
tho sincerity of their professions, by every testimony of 
deen povesuleg the most dutiful subjects, and thesticat 
affectionate Colonists. : dip 

a onists id i 
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‘That your Majesty may onjoy a long and prospelous 
reign, and that your descendants may govern your domin- 
ions, with honour to themselves, and happiness to thoir 
subjects, is our sincere and fervont prayer. 


YO THY ELECTORS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

Genvunaen : The mischicl which have already arisen, 
and the greator celamities which are threatened, from the 
unnatural war excited in America, by the arbitrary and 
inexorable spirit of His Majosty’s Ministers, and advisers, 
have impressed out minds with alarms and apprehonsions, 
which occasion this address to you. 

As olectors, we are more particularly called upon to 
take into consideration these dangerous proceedings against 
our fellow-subjects in America; because the representa 
lives of the people are unhappily made tho instiuments of 
those megsurgs. . 7 

It is impossible wo can see, without the utmost alarm, 
preparations making for the prosecution of an expensive 
and ruinous war with our own Colonies, from which so 
much of our commerce, and, therefore, the sources of our 
woalth, aro derived. ‘I'he inevitable consequence of this 
must be an increase of taxes, already too heavy, and an 
addition to the national debt, which presses us with into 
Torable weight. We beg you to consider what must be the 
situation of this kingdom, under an augmentation of taxes, 
and a diminution of commoree, an increase of national 
debt, and an equal decrease of national rosouces, 

These are tho immediate and wuavoidable consequences 
of thia war. ‘Cho probable ones are still more fatal. If 
pur natural and invatorate cnomivs should fall wpon us, 
when we avo exhausted of men and money, when our most 
yaluable commerce is tuined, and our bravest and vetoran 
troops sacrificed, whut is it that can shiold us from imme- 
diata ruin? Ii’ we involve ourselves, then, iv this absti+ 
nato and oxpousive civil war, wo must owe our safety to 
the forbeaanco of our enemies, Neither do we think it 
improbable, from the desperate valour with which the 
Americans defond their dearest liberties, that all our efforts 
will bo unsuccessful, and that we shall at last be obliged 
to sit down under a grievous addition of debt, the shame 
of defouted armaments, and the total loss of our useful aud 
aflectionate Colonies. 

‘The provision that is making for tho introduction of 
Afanoverian and Tlessian troops, instead of removing, con- 
firms onr apprehensions} because wo caniot have any con- 
fidenee in tho protection of foreign mercenaries ; and feel 
at onoe the shame and folly of that policy which is to bur- 
don us with taxes for the paytnont of foreign protectors, 
while our own brave troops are slaughtered in an unnatural, 
unnoceasary, and ingloiious contest. 

“For the certain oxponses of this war, we sea no repara- 
tion, avon in conquest. Daosolated fiolds, and depopulated 
Provinces, ave littlo likely to contribute to our necessities, 
either by revenue or commerce. No complaint from tho 
morchants and manufactwers in Great Britain, of illicit 
trado, and acts of navigation infringed, has called for these 
cograive moasures. On the contrary, thoy have repeatedly 
potitioy a against the principles upon which the war is 
fusca fF To secure our commerce, therefore, can neither 
bo tho aim, nor issuo of this war. Neither can it be to 
gottlo a due subordination of the Colonies upon the parent 
state, since thoy lave repeatedly and solemnly acknow- 
ledgad their subordination, and submitted to our control, 

We cannot, therefore, discover any real object, or possi- 
ble event of this dispute, (should we bo successful,) but 
that of establishing the abitrary*powor of the Crown ovbr 
our fellow-subjects in America, which must grontly endanger 
the Constitution hora, and incieage the number of placemen 
and pensioners, already so onorinous as to threaten the utter 
destiuatign of froadom and independence nmong us. | 

, The people of the Colonies havo appealed to their fel- 
low-subjects in Creat Britain, for the justice and necessity 
of thely ednduot. We ato convinced of their having been 
injured aud oppressed, We sympathize in their gies, ond 
revore their fortitude; avery motive of humanity, of justice, 
and:ofsintorest,'calls upon us to condemn the measures of 
whfelt they complain, and to declare that we will never 
willingly contribute to urge their oppressiohs, or abridge 
‘. gheix Iibertios, 
Pounrn Sentes.—Vok, tv. 
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It has been our grief and our misfortune to see that the 
repeated petitions from His Majesty’s subjects in America, 
supported by many in this country, have not ayailed 10 
prevent the drendful extremities we now Jament. The 
petitioners have been studiously driven to the Jost resour- 
ces of despair, by a denial of redress, and an accumulation 
of grievancea too gevero to be endured by a free people. 

In the united petition lust year, fiom all the Colonies to 
the King, they asked for peace, libaity, and safety, Did 
it become us to refuse such a request, or to persist in vio- 
lating the peace, liberty, and safety, of any part of our 
fellow-subjects? They pledge themselves,.* that in time 
of war, they will be ready and willing to demonstrate their 
loyalty to His Majesty, by exerting their most strenuous 
efforts, in gianting supplies and raising forces.” What oan 
we, in justice, requiie more from a part of the entpire, re~ 
strained, in point of commercial advantages, for our benefit, 
and laboming, in consequence of that restraint, under a 
heavy and accumulating debt? Can we expect success 
from a war founded in such flagrant injustice? Appeal 
ing, say they, “to that Being who searches thoroughly 
the hearts of his crentures, we solemnly profess that our 
counsels have been influenced by no other motive than a 
dread of impending destruction.” i 

That dread has been realized, Taming, fire‘and sword, 
havo answered (7. e.-were the answers given to) their rea 
sonable requests, and earnest applications. Utter destruc« 
tion, or unconditional submission, is the only altetnative left 
them, by this imperious and intemperate Administration. 

Yet still they wero determined to try the force of fresh 
supplication. ‘L’his thoy have done in their late petition 
tothe Throne, more humble, but still fruitless as the former, 
They say, Knowing to what violent resentments, and in- 
sanible animositios, civil discords are apt to exasperate and 
inflame the contending parties, we think ourselves required 
by indispensable obligations to Almighty God, to your 

ajesty, to our fellow-subjeats, and ourselves, imdrediately, 
to use all the means in our power, not incompntibla with 
our safety, for stopping the further effusion &f bloody and 
for averting the impending calamities, whioh threaten the 
British empire,” ; 

We feel these as tho most amiable sentiments, of men. 
cordially interested in our welfare, and earnestly aiming at 
peace and reconciliation. 

Tn pursuance of these laudable purposes, they solemnly : 
declare their most ardent desire, that “ the former harmony - 
between the two countries may be restored, and a concorit 
may be established between them, upon so firm a basis, as’, 
to porpetuate its blessings, uninterrupted by apy future 
dissensions, to succeeding generations, in both countries”. 
They declare, that “they do not request such reconcilia- 
tion as might, in any manner, be inconsistent with the dig- 
nity or wellare of Great Britain ;” that, “they are ready 
and willing, at all times, a8 they have been, with theirlives 
and fortunes, to assert and maintain the sights and interests 
of Ilis Majesty, and of their mother country.” They, 
therefore, implore His Majesty, “to take measuros for pre- 
venting the Anber destruction of the lives of his Subjects 
and that he will be pleased to direct some made by geaiol 
the united applications of his faithful Colonists to the ‘Fhrone, 
in pursuance of their common counsels, may be improvert 
into a happy and permanent reconciliation; and that the 
wished-for opportunity may soon be restored to them, of 
evincing the sincerity of their professions, by every lesti-" 
mony of devotion, becoming the most dutiful subjects, and: 
the most affectionate Colotlists.” Reon" 

To this petition an answer has been refused, The un-* 
happy petitioners are left to deplore the prospect of inex~ 
orable war and desolation, and to seek protection in those 
fatal resources which self-presetvation suggests against im- 
pending destruction, : ‘ 

This, gentlemen, is the alarming state of America, which 
fills us with anxiety and apprehensions. 

We lament the blood that has been already shed; we’ 
deplore the fate of those brave men, who are davotedita. 
hazard their lives, not against the enemies of the: ish 
name, but against the friends of the prosperity andig/dry 
sof Great Britain. We feel for the honour of hp: Bistish . 
arms, sullied, not by the misbehaviour of thosesyho bore, 
them, but by the misconduct of tha Ministeysavho employed . 
them, to tho oppression of their fellowesubjects. We are, 
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alarmed at the immediate, insupportablo oxponse, and tho 

probable consequences of a wat which, wo nro convinced, 

originates in violence and injustice, and must end it ruin, 
These are the sentiments, gentlemen, which wo tako tho 
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Poted, That the Vessel, to be built or purchased for 
said purpose, bo of not less than two hundred tons burdany 
And then Voted, ‘Chat Benjamin Uuntington, Ksq.y 
and Captain Seth JTarding, bo a Gomuiltes to repair 


liberty of communicating to you, as the reagons upon which forthwith to Middéerown, anil other towns on the river, 
we havo acted, trusting that, if they meet with your appro. and such other places as they shall find necassary, and 
bation, you will co-oporato with us, in endeavouring to bring moko diligent inquiry, whethor und where, such warlike 


the authors of these evils to the justico of their county, 
Signed in obodicnce to ordor, of the Common Hall. 
Joun Wines, Mayor. 
Guonan ITayrazy, +n. 
erif’s, 
’ Narmanive Nuwnrtan, Sherif 


CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF BALDTY, 
VWiday, Jonuary 5, 1776, 

At a megting of the Goveinour and Couneil of Safety, 
&o,, at Lebanon, Prosent: 

His [Honour tho Governour, Jaber Luntington, Msq,, 
William Willitmis, Nathaniel Wales, Jedediah Hldertin, 
Joshua West, atid Benjamin Huntington, Usqrs. 

"Motion by-Esquiro Chapman, mado to the Govornowr, 
about supplying tho Minute-Men, inlisting at East-Elad- 
dam, with Argis. On discomse and <awadeation; thought 
it premature to dotermine any thing about it at present. 
Moved to conclude whore tho four Row Galloys, lately 
ardared by the Assembly, under tho dircetion of said Com- 
mitiec, shall be built; and, on consideration, Resolved, 
Yhat ono of then bo built at Norwich, und ono nt Hast Had- 
dams ancl thought proper not now to determine us to (he 
gther two, . * 

On a-Lattor, and request from Mr. Deane, in boball of 
the Naval Committeo at Congress, requesting that Captain 
Niles, of tho Spy, be sent to carry recruits from New-Lon- 


Vossel, fit for and suitable for tho service designed, can bo 
purchased and obtained 5 and how, and on what terms and 
conditions ; and, also, whore such Vossal can best and most 
advantageously bo built for that purpose, and by whom, 
and on what terms, and to make report of whatover thoy 
may find and judge to bo advantageous for promoting said 
soryico, to the Governour, and this Committee, as soon as 
possible, (And copy given,) 

And then, on reprosentation to this Board, that the Tron 
Farnaco at Salishay, belonging to My, Richard Smith, 
now in Boston, is in good repair, and*enguble of being im« 
proved to gent advantage for tho nablick, by manufacture 
ing Iron, ensting Cannon, Cannon Ball, &¢e., On conside- 
ration thereof, it is, 

Voted and Resolved, That Colonel Jedediah Lalderkin 
be, and ho is hereby appointed a Committeo, to repair forth. 
with to said Furnace, und to the Iron Works of sald Sintth, 
at Suffrage, or higher up, and find the true statggynd oft 
cumstances of said Furnace, and how thoy may be im+ 
proved for the benefit of the Colony, in cither of tho ways 
aforesaid 5 consult and adyiso, in the best manner he chin, 
as to tho propticty of immediately improving, and setting 
said works agoing, for any or cithor of tho purposes aforo- 
snjd; and make tho best estimate bo shall be ablo, and with 
his best disorction, if he shall find it expedient, give proper 
ordors for executing any, or cither of said designs; and 
malo report of his doings and opinion in tho promises, 

And he is further instructed to make inquiry afer what 


don to Philadelphia, for the Navy; it was, on considoration, yor can bo collected of the Saltpetro and Sulphur bolong- 
concluded and voted, that we cannot properly and safely ing to this Colony, whieh was sent to the late Judgo Li 
ponnit her to be absent so long; and do not agreo to the yingston’s Powder-Mill at Claremont, to bo worked into 
proposal. — * Powder, which mill has been blown up; and unloss he find 

Being infoymed by Tuetter from My. Shetv, that Captain said mill robuilt, or in such condition as that said materials 
Tinman Ins brouglit tu about two tons of Powder for the are like to be soon worked up, he is directed to cause the 
Colony, procured by him, and landed the same at Bedford, same to be returned to this Colony ; and also report mako. 


near or in Dartmouth, 

Poted, that said Shaw be desired to cause said Powder 
to be brought to Providence, and committed to tho care of 
Governour Cooke; and that the Governour be desired to 
write to Govornour Cooke, to take cnro of the sane, till 
farther ordeis, 

And Letters wrote, &e.3 and Mr. Shaw camo in and 
received lis directions, 820, 

‘On motion, that the men on board Captain Niles have 
saryad out tho term for which they engaged at tho 1st of 
December, and have sinco bean continued by order, &e. 5 
and that thoy appear desirous to be roloased, &a., 

* Voted.gnd Ordored, That said Captain Niles bo directod 
téraise Ant inlist twonty mon, such as he can confide in, 
to sérve on. board said Schooner Spy, for tho term of ono 

enr, unloss sooner discharged, on (he following wages, via: 

for ablo Seamen, foity-eight shillings; and for Seamen, 
forty shillings por calendor month. (And copy sont him.) 

Foted, That Colonel Mott be desired and directed to 
repair, as soon as may be, to New-London, Groton, and 
Stonington, and view the works of defenco, creoted and 
proposetl there; and make report to his [onour the Go- 
vernovr, as soon as it may be done, with his opinion, in 
and about the premises, 


tee Tuosday, January 9, 1776, 
Ate nesting of the Governour and Council of Safety, 
_ Present; 
a llis Honour the Governour, Jabez Huntington, Esq, 
William Williams, Nathantel Wales, Jedediah Llderkin, 
Joshua West, ond Bonjamin ILuntingion, Usqrs. 
‘ A number of Letters, to and from sundry persons, read, 
O. 


“Tho subjeot of building; or purchasing, to be armad for 


defence, &c., according to' the Resalva of the Assembly, in « 


addition to the one lately'purchnsed, by order of said As- 
sembly of Captain Gregg’, was congiderod, &o.; and on the 
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aiiestion; 2 


(And copy given to him, and he set out next day.) 


An Account of Captain Isaac Sears, laid in for sundries, 
supplied the Battory, &c., at New-Luven, vizs 17 owt 
2 qis. Cannon Hall, at fifteen shillipgs—and iiteredt eight, 
shillings and nine pence; 9 ewt. 1 qr. 21 Ibs. refined [ron, at 
twenty-eight shillings; and 3 ewt. 2 qr. 6 Ibs. bloom Iron, 
at twenty-two shillings, &e. 5 total, uvonty pounds, oleven 
pence, lawfal money; and the samo is allowed 3 and that an 
faye givon on tho Pay-'Table for tho sune. (And js 

lone. 

And adjourned to Thursday, 18th instant. 

— m 
Thursday, Jonuary 11, 1778, * 

At a meeting of the Governour and Council, of Safety, 
specially called by his [onour, Present: 

Nis Monour tho Govarnour, Jabez Tuntington, Wsq. 
William Williams, Nathaniel lVales, and Joshua Hest, 
Esquiras. is 

- B. The rest being gone on publick business, ‘Tho 
York aftair, for General Gee, done, &a, 


el iz 


EXTRACT OF A LNTTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN PHTLADEL«, 
PULA, DATED CAMBRIDGE, JANUARY 9, 1776, 


Last evening, (January 8,) General Putnam achieved 
wlfat our friend on [Vinéer* iil attempted, Major Knowl. 
ton conmanded tho party; Alinchin, and a deserter, who 
Iataly camo out, were tho fuides ; about ono hundred and 
thirty passed, near ning o'clock, over the mill-dam ; Majors 
Covey and Henly had oneh a party, and tho former was to 
push to the farthest house ; . you recollect, there wag, 
to your right from Cobble- Lill, when you looked towards 
Bunker's Jill, about fifteen houses, which had eseapod 
the conflagration on tho 17th of June.) The plan was, 
to surprise thesa houses, set them an fire, and bring off the 
guard, which, wo were informed, consisted ofan, offidet 
and thirty men; but the information was wrong, ag ther’ 
was only a sergeant and five men, ‘Tho persons appaiiite 
ed to set fire to the houses nearest the dari, hack ordexs not 
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to execute it until Cary Had returned from the farthest, 
but, cagor to fuldl what they had wndertaken, they were 
the first that appeared in flames; sometime afer, the 
whole was one blaze of fire. Had 1 Burgoync’s knack at 
dosoription, L assure you, a picture might be drawn that 
would afford gieat horrour, and, at tho same time, gieat en- 
tertainment, Buntor’s Lill took the alarm; the flashing of 
the musketry, from overy quarter of that fort, showed the 
confusion of its defenders—firing, some in the ail, some in 
the Mysticle iver; in short, they fired at random, and thought 
they were attacked at every quarter, which, you may sup- 
posa, gavo no small pleasure to the General and a number 
of us, who waie spectators of the scene, fram Cobble- Hill, 
Ten of the housas were soon in ashes, ‘The sergeant and 
four of the men, with one woman, were brought off pii- 
soners; oné poor wretch made some tesistance, and was 
killed. Knowlton behaved like a man used to the busi- 
noss; yoyr fiend Meuchén with great coolness; Cary and 
Tenly vecoive merited applause; indeed, every person en- 
gaged, did his duty, except being rather too dager in sot- 
ting the first house on fire, 

It is the opinion of many, that, if there was a vigorous 
attack made, the hill night be cariod with litde loss; but 
it was not designed ; of couse, no propaiations were made 
for such a push.* 


ADDRUAS OF THE NOBLEMAN, ETC., OF THN: COUNTY OF 

ABERDEEN, 

Address of the Noblemen, Gentloman, and Fiecholders 
of the Coumty of Aberdeen, transinitted to the Wal of 
Suffolk, ono of His Mujesty’s Principal Sceretarics of 
Stato, and presented to [lis Majesty, 

Unto the King’s Most Evecllont Majesty. 


The hnunble Address of the Noblemen, Gentlenen, and 
Precholders of the County of Anernenn. 


Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, the Noblemen, Gentlemen, and Ireeholdets of the 
County of Aberdeen, deo ply penetiatod with a due sense 
of the many invaluablo Llessings we have uninterruptedly 
enjoyed under your Majesty’s benoficent reign ; of the mild 
governmont it has pleased your rr to rulo over us 
with; of the paternal affection and watchful care your 
Majesty has over shown for tho liberties of your subjects, 
anl the advantages of your kingdoms; thjnk it our indis- 
ponsablo duty to lay a& your Mujesty’s feet, upon every 
Otoasion, the humblest and strongest assmuances of our 
Joyal atinchment and most respectful gratitude. 

We moro particulatly think this duty incumbent upon 
ug, when ive soe that tho fietious principles of some evil- 
minded and designing men at home, have, at first, misled 
the opinions of the inhabitants of our Colonies, and, at 
last, raised up in America v spirit of rebellion, which has 
forced tho sword of authority into a hand that has hitherto 
constantly covered them with the shield of protection. 

Alter bowailing these ciicumstances, we do here assert, 
with tho warmest sincerity, that we shall be ever ready, to 
the utmost extent of our power, to act in defence of your 
Majosty’s person, insuppoit of the dignity of your Crown, 
and Tn promoting ihe wise regulations of your Mnjesty’s 
Government. ; 

# Camuninan, January 11, 1776,—Wo hoar that tho enomy, the ove. 
ning on which our troops burnt tho houses at Char lesioron, wore ontors 
tulning thomselvos al tho oxhibition of a play, which they callod tho 
Blockade of Boston; in tho midst of which, a porson nppoaiod bafoia 
tho andiongs, and, with grou catnostnoss, declaring th it tho Yankees 
war attuoking Buster's Hil; tho doludod wrotehes at fist took this 
to bo merely fureloal, and intendod aso pautlof their diversion; a, 
oon oonviticod (hat the actor moant to'aprosont a solomn roality, the 
whiloussombly Jef, tho houso in confusion, and scampoied off will 

L procipitation, 2 , 
Wtowt aN, any) if 1776.—-On Monday was prosontod, at tho 'Tho- 
alia, al Fanaeil fall, tho oumody of tho Busy-Body, which was ro. 
gaived with groit applause, ‘Tho uctos [By tia2 oflteois) somes, all 
ta hava profited by Tp tial's ndyico 5 and, wa niust do tho Jaiios tho 
uation bo any, Uhoy always wore porfort, na well in their parts aa in 
‘thot action, A now’ faraa, oallad tho Blockade of Hoxton, was to 
Iiavo boon progntad tho samo ovoning, but was Interrupted by a Bare 
yount’s reproaopting, or, rather, mistepresonting, tho butning of two 
dt (iroo old houses at Charlestown 08 nv ganoral attack on the town of 
Dlstor. Bubil is voiy avident, tho Robols passoss a suflicionay of what 
FLaleiaf torms tho bettor put of valour, to provont their making on 
attonipt that must inovitebly ond in their own dest uction, 

‘Ag goon aé thoso parta itt tho Boston Blockadé which tro vacant, by 
somo gontlamon haing ordered to Charlestown, can bo filled up, the 
fhxgo will bo porforinod, with tho tragady of Tametlane. 
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And we, at the sama time, pray, that these blessings 
your Majesty has so widely diffused over your subjecta, 
may constantly attend your Majesty’s Royal peison, family, 
and cause. : 

Signed, in name and by xppointment of the meeting, at 
Aberdeen, January 10, 1776. 

Cuanves Boyp, Prases. 
Rares ? ¥ 
ADDRESS OF THE DIACONS, EYC., OF THE Orry OF GLAS+ 
Gow, 


Address of the Dencon Conveener, Deacons of the 
Fourteen Incorporated Tiades, and other Members of the 
Trades-House, of the City of Glasgow, presented to His 
Majesty by the Right Honourable Lod frederick Camp- 
bel, their Representative in Parliament. . ~ 

To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty. * ». 


vo et 


Most Gracious Sovereign : ous & 

We, your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal,gubjects, the 
Deacon Conveencr, Deacons of the Fourtgen Incorparated 
Trades, and othor Members of the Trades-EHouse, of the 
City of Glasgow, at a gencial meeting assembled, im- 
pressed with tho most unalterable sentiments of loyalty and. 
affection to your Majesty’s person and Government, hum- 
bly beg leave, gt this time, with unfeigned hearts, to ex- 
piess our abhorrence and detestation of that unprovoked 
and unnatural rebellion, now piovailing in some of your 
Majesty’s Colonies in America, ‘T’o levy war against their, 
Sovereign, acknowledged to bo the best of Kings; against: 
the Government which has always protected them, when 
in danger, and defended thom from the attacks of foreign: 
enemies; against tho nation fiom which they sprung, and 
against thoir friends and follow-subjects, all for the most 
frivolous causes that ever excited sedition; indicates, to6 
strongly, their intention to shake off, and not be governed, 
hy, the laws of Great Britain, which, we firmly beliove, 
they are bound to obey, Ri : 

We, however, have the pleasure of informing your May 

jesty, that, notwithstanding this unnaturalPébelliin sours 
tade and manufnetures, in general, are in & “prosperous 
state; and, as we have hitheito enjoyed all the blessings 
and advantages which have flowed from your Majosty’s 
just, wise, and prudent administration, so, in duty, we, 
from the sincerity of our hearts, declare, that, with our 
lives and fortunes, wo will support and defend your Ma- 
jesty’s petson and Government, to the utmost of our power, 
in quelling the unnatural rebellion now subsisting in.Ame-, 
rica, and in iestoring the rebellious Colonies to a due subar 
mission to the laws and Government of Great Britain, 

Signed in our presence, and by our appointment, by 
John Craig’, Deacon Conveener of the Trades of the City 
of Glasgow, at Glasgow, the tenth day of January, ona 
thousand seven hundred and sevonty-six years. 

Jony Crata. 


ADDRESS OF THE JUSTICES OF THT PEACE, EC. OF THB 
COUNTY OF WIGTON, are . 

Address of the Justices of the Peace, Freeholders, Coni-. 
missioners of Supply, and Land-Owners of the Couhty of 

Higion, presented to [is Majosty by the Earl of Gallo-: 

war To the Kitig’s Most Excellent Majesty, 

The humble Address of the Justices of the Peace, Ireer 
holders, Commissioners of Supply, and Land-Ownets: 
of the County of Wieron, 18 

May it please your Majesty: ’ 

We, the Justices of the Peace, Freeholders, Commission- 
ors of Supply, and Land-Owners of the County of Wigton, 
humbly beg leave to assme your Majesty, of our steadfast 


* 


loyalty and zealous attachment to your sacred person, , 


Crown, and dignity, and the happy Constitution under 
which we live, the prosei vation of which, we are, and ever 
shall be, ready to support, with our lives and fortunea,- 
being fully sensible of the many blessings we enjoy, under 
your Majesty’s most benign government, ar 
We hear, with the deepest sorrow, and sincerely Intnent, 
that many of your Majesty’s subjects in Amerton, inf. 
enced by the counsels of wicked and designing melt, haye 
not only denied the supreme legislative apthority of this 
their parent country, but haye even dared to appear in 
* 


' 
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actital rebollion, attempting to render themselves indopon- 
dent of Great Britain. . 

We rely, with tho fullost confidence, on tho wisdom and 
prudence of your Majesty’s councils, and trust the most 
effectual measures will be taken, for restoring peace and 
tranquillity, apon the most | eae foundation, to all 
you Majesty’s domivions. * And we fervontly aay for the 
presorvation of your Majesty’s Royal person auc family, 
{hat your reign aver us may be long and happy, and that 
you may ever triumph over the enemies of our most ox- 
cellent Constitution, 

By appointment of the meeting : 

: Joun Aannw, Preses. 


THOMAS EWING 0 COLONEL WILLTAM SMALLWOOD. 
Baltimoro, Junuary 10, 1776. 


Dean Sm: With pleasure havo 1 heard of your being 
much batter of your Into illuess, {hope the bearer, Mv. 
Joseph Baxter, my Lieutenant, will find you thoroughly 
rocovgretl. Honow waits on you and the Convention, to 

at tho*eommissions for our company, with orders for in« 
Jisting troops.’ :As { suppose it will bo found necessary to 
advance thé gdldiers a month’s pay, or soma advance 
money, yoo will please procure for him what you think 
nocassary ; and I do hore engage, to ho accountable to you, 
ot tha Convention, for any money you give him, on ac- 
count of ourcompany. Tam in hopes J shall have a very 
respectable company of farmers’ sons, as 1 am determined 
Twill take very fow, if avy, out of this town. If a 
troops are (obo kept in this town, Lam in hopes you will 
indulgo mo and my company by staying hero. 

Tam, with duo rospeot, dear Colonal, your most obe- 
diont, humble sorvant, Tomas ward 


To Colonal FVilliam Smallwood. 


FREDERICKTOWN (AMATYLAND) COMMINTI: LO PRESIDENT 
OF CONGRESS, 
, ¥ Yradoriok, Fanunry 10, 1776, 
Sun: By ordor of tho Committee for the Upper Dis- 
“grit of Hredertels County, 1 have sont you (under guard) 
wre Doctor Smith; ho was taken sometime in November 
Jont in company with Doctor Connolly, and confined in 
Fvederiektown, from where he made his escape; since 
which he bas boen taken at tho Little-Meadows, with the 
enclosed letters. ‘Che Committee has thought proper to 
send him to the Congress, 
J have tho honour to be your obediont servant, 
Samven uauns, President, 


To the Honourable John Ilancoch. 
P. 8. ‘Cho guard will expect somothing for their trouble, 


xe tg 


Fredericktown, Maryland, Novornbor 24, 1775. 

Dean Sm: Lito did 1 oxpect, when I last wrote you, 
that our next correspondonce would bo from this place, or 
so soon;, bit my unaccountable fato, still delights in load- 
ing me through numerous and perplexing labyrinths, and 
jn adventuros particularly singular and strange. 1 sit down 
to unbosom mysalf to my friend, asa relict to an anxiety of 
mind caused by confinement under a guard for several nights 
and days, and the painful suspense of as yet not knowing 
my doom from the Committeo of this place; but I find my~ 
sulf very unfit for tho task, ocensioned hy the depression 
of spirits to which I am ofton so subject, and tho numbor 
and confusion of disagreeable ideas that depression raises in 
my mind. I endeavour to banish them, but in vain, Con- 
finament is death and tortura to mc; and, to refina on 
the barbarity of my fate, my guard consists of Germans, 
Whosé dissonant jargon of corrupt high Dutch, is not only 
unintelligible (9 mo, but also so oxtremely disagrecable, by 
its cursod noise and harshness, that it distracts my vory 
soul. J often consider that Lam in a place where you have 
onjoyed much«satisfaction and agreeable society; but that 
reflection brings me no comfort, as I am deprived of every 
benefit of that nature. My two fallow-travellars, my only 
acquaintance and fiends in this place, are, unhappily, in 
the same circumstances, and we arc separated one form the 
other, so that, as yet, we are not permitted to see.orcon- 
versa with each other, a circumstance which greaily adds 
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to my pain. However, I shall endeavour to fortify my 
mind, so as to be ablo to bear whatever may bo my doom. 
Pain, aMiction, losses, misfortunes, ond defimation, P aur 
habituated to; they aio become familiar; but confinement, 
whieh, to ine, is more dreadful than death, | anv but little 
ablo to endure; it iy tho last, and heaviest of all; but, as it is 
now iny destiny, Lshull male use of my best eflorta to sub- 
mit to it with patience, and nuke a virtue of nucessily, But 
it is, indeed, « mortifying reflection, that when, though a 
erowd of iisfortumes, L saw a prospeet riso before mo, of 
still doing well, and of attaining all my favourite wishes, it 
is, J say, a most mortifying reflection, to be then thrown 
down from this, and to lose every ray of hope— “a long 
dependance in av hour is Jost,” * 

1 havo a care, au anxious, deop concern still on my mind, 
which ought to depend upon me, but, in my situation, am 
unable to, 1 must rely on my dear and worthy friend's 
protection. Your feeling heart canguass who | menn, 
and must point out those whom nature itself prompts me to 
hold dears remember ma to them, with all the aflection you 
can conceive, or thay can merit, and assure them, that thoy 


* After thovo groundloas and moat ridiculous suspicions wore happily 
olourad up, the whole intontlon and substances of w soorot oxpodition to 
tho back country, under tie command of Liontannnt.Colongl Connally, 
thon appointed cummandant of tha Queena Royal rogimonbol Rangore, 
was digvlosd to mo, und Twas onrnostly solfoltod hy tho Coléial ta Was 
company him, dong with another gonloman nuned Cameydh z to this 
J nowt choerfully consonted, and, in the above regimant, wo ull rogoivod 
our commisalonss . 

On tho day following I resolved an ordor to tako any yeasol In lid 
harbour, and also aval of the pilots on board Wins Majostyta sloop tho 
Otter, av [ jadgod propor, for the uso of this oxpedition, 

‘This alroumstaneo was uo anal satisfaction tome, op T dhotoby cone 
vinced Captain Squire of my boing ne apy, na ho had allaged | and, on 
going on board hin ship, nude cholge of two of hte bost pilots. 

Whon wo dopnrted fiom Nevfold on this capadition, 1 was obliged to 
Jonve belund mo my sorvant and all the property L had boon wblo to 
Dring down there, © My servant and horses, whieh wore valuable, ware ¢ 
to Ue sunt to tho plantation of Mr, Atedreon, ut Lord Dnamare’a 106 
quest; und tho rost of my jroparty Clef in the hon of a Mr. Pincay 
in Portsmouth, but T havo never aince that timo hoard thy least account 
of any ting belonging to mo, 

Wo ambi kod on boaid u flut-bottomod dogltad aahoonoy, whiul I hud 
engaged for Chat purpose, with our horses, and only ono servant, who 
holongnd to the Colonel. 

Our small pouty consistod of TAoutonant.Golonel Connally, Mr. Ca. 
mejor, mysolf, and Uo servant; and wo intonded to procrod in tia 
vessel up the Chesupeaka, into Potomack River, and hand, if poastblo, 
near tomy houss,t or Port.Tobacco Creek, and aorwnrds bo pags iangh 
tho country on horsobaol, until wo arrived at Detroit, in Canada, 

Tt was proposod that L should pass through Pittaburgd, with do. 
apatohoa ta Mr, Me Kee, tho Zadian Suporintondant, and to gomo athor 
filonds of Governingnt, Lhon pracsed down tho river @Aio fo tho mouth 
of tha Sviota, nnd from thence up that riypy, Unough the Shawanerd, 
Daolawarea, and Wyandotts, and down Sunduaky Rivor lo Sunduahy Old 
Fort; vor honor Ewas to avoss Lake Zrie, by the Rattle Snake tlunds, 
to Detrorts while the other two gontlonien wore to ovosu tho Adlerany 
River, at the Kitlaniag, and proooed by tho nouroat und moat direak 
route to Detroit, Toro u vory conaldarablo foreo was to by vollontod 
flom all the neatoat posta in Canada, and trunsported, varly in the 
Spring, aoioas tha Dake Lriato Presque Lalo, whore J wan lo ho employod 
durhig tho Wintor with a dotnolinont of twa hundved mon, In covering 
and conducting tho bullding buttowua, and aalloating provisions, in 
oudor ta prosood by the way of Mranch Creek, Vanango, and thodltes 
gany Rivor, to Pitisberyh, which wo wore to sols on, and extablliy ng 

Tund.Quorlors, until tho disaflveted inturont wan cntirely ovushed, and 
the whols strength of tho country colluctod, and formud inte rogular 
Mipalplined regimonta. 

Aftor loving a mufliciont garrison at Pittaburgh, wo wore to ndvango 
serara tho Atlegaay Mountains with our wholu Joiao upon the baak of 
Virginia; and, aftor catablishing 0 strong post at Mort Cumborland, it 
wa proposod to fall down tho river Potomack, ng seize on Alowandria, 
where (ho Marl of Danmore was to meot ua with tho floct, and all tho 
forco of tho lowor part of tho Piovinaa, Alexand ia was to bo strongly 
fortified, as o place of urmy, and Lhe commuanioantion belwoen ‘the Boutlis 
orn and northern parts of tho Continoht thoroby oul off, 

If a misfortuno, of such mngnitudo, should have happenad, ag to 
obliga ws to givo up this ontorpriso at any purticalar ataga thorvof ay + 
retront wus then saoured hy those posts which wo ocotpied jn pir roars 
and if it should have failed in the firat part of the oxpedfitén, hy our 
finding it impractlouble to seize upon Pitisburgh, we wore to fall dawn 
the Ohio in our buttons lo the Miasiveinpi, whoro wa ware to bo jolned 
hy tho garrison, artillory, une a@vrou from Fort Gage of Kiskusking ut 
tho Ziuoia; and Lhyn to proceed down to tho month of tho tivor Ais. 
siasippi, in Weat-Ftorida s whoraave woro to ombarle in transpai ta, and 
como round Lo Norfolk, in Virginia, thore to join tho Burt of Draunore, 

Vor tho oxoontion of this well formed, judicions, and vast uidurtite 
king, Licatunaut-Colonol Connally wns furnished with tho propor and 
noetenry powers, both from Conoral Gage, the Commandorin-ahlofy 
und fiom tho Earl of Dunmore, aud with nmplo instructions for lila 
future conduct, as well aa commissions for tho thimation ofa complete 
regiment at Davai, or Dittaburgh; ull of which, containing no toga 
than aightoen sheots of papers wo cuind along with us, in a Kooret 
manner, Invented by, and exoeuted under tho Inapnotion of hla Lord. 
ship. AM thesa papors wore eonecalod in tho mail pillion-auioks on whioli 
tho sorvant curiiod hia portmanteau, thoy boing mado hollow, for het 
purposo, and covered with tin platos, and thon canvass glad thoyo , 
as uaunl ; thie was so doxtiously and completely ssocntad tint tt could 
not be discovarad on tho striclost oxnmination—+J, FF, D, Sinyth's Lowy 

{* About two miles below: CodarBotnt.] vom teh OF. 
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aro over neat my heart, If] live, and regain my liberty, 
I may still be serviceable to them; if bot, oh God! how I, 
anticipate their distress; but inform them not where I an), oF 
my situation, for distraction itself would be ease and peace 
to mo, compared with the sight of them in my present cir- 
cumstaneés, You, who know the inmost recesses of my 
hent, will readily discover my perturbation and uneasiness 
of mind,’ fram every sentence of this incohorent apistle, but 
believe me, [at present am incapable of any thing better, 
and must concluda, with a firm reliance on your humanity 
and friendship. 
Dear sir, your sincere and affectionato, 


Joun, Earl of Dunmone, Viscount Fincasriz, Baron 
Murnay of Buasn, of Montain and of Tania, Licu- 
[sr tenant and Governowr-General of His Majes- 

PAL] ts Colony and Dominion of 
wg Colony and Dominion of Vincrnsa, and 

Vice- duiniral af the samo, to Jonn Connouy, Es- 

quire, 

By virtue of Ilis Majesty’s Royal Commission and in- 
struction, appointing mo Lieutenant and Governour-Gene- 
ral, in and over this his Colony and Dominion of Virginia, 
with (ull power and authority to appoint all officers, both 
civil and military, within tho same, [, reposing especial trust 
in your loyalty, courage, and goad conduct, do, by these 
prosants, constitute and appoint you, John Connally, Tsq,, 

aigutenant-Colonel Connnandant of the Queen’s Royal 

Rangers. You aro, thoreforo, carefully and diligently to 
discharge the daty of Licutenant-Colonel Commandant, 
by exercising and woll disciplining both the officers and 
soldiers under your command ; and you are to observe and 
follow such orders and directions, from time to timo, as you 
qhall receive from his Majusty, myself, or any other, your 
superior officers, according to the rules and discipline of 
war, and in pursuance of the trust hereby reposed in you. 

Given on board thé Ship Wiliam, under my hand and 
seal at arms, this 6th day of November, and in the 16th 

Sof hi tasty’s rel 
year of his Mujesty’s reign, 1775. Dunaore. 


\ + Frodoriktown, Maryland, Decomber 16, 1775. 

Duar Sins T have mare to say to you than T will com- 
mit (o paper. | mentioned you in proper terms to General 
Gage; and had done something to your honour and advan- 
tage could I have got up salely to Detroit.* : 

aptain Lord, who whe to bayo nected under me, will 
naw bo in dunger at tho Wdinots, I have, therefore, de- 
sived him to push down the Mississtppi, and join the Marl 
ol Dunmnora and tho Fourteenth, at Norfolk. Assist tho 
hearer with a‘canoe, gun, &¢., which mako a charge of, and 
send an Indian oxpress with my letter to Captain Ler- 
noult, at Detroit, 

Piny give Mra, Connolly any assistance she may want, 
and throw it into the Indian Departmont, for which I have 
authority to direct you. : 

God bless you, adiou, I write in bed, with two sentinels 
at tho door, with hourly apprehensions of death. 

Joun Connouny, 


To wllewander MuKee, Pittsburgh. 
Ra . 


“oe From confinomont in Frodevick, Maryland, i 
) Decomber 16, 1775, 
Dean Sims Just snatching the opportunity of pen and 
ink, of whieh Tam generally debarred the use of, I write 
you by'the bearer, Doctor Smith, who will inform you 
fully ‘of every circumstance relative to what you were tb 
have: performed. am now a prisoner, and the whole 
sohame'nt an end. You must, tHerefore, agreanble to Ge- 
noral Gay radorder, and Lord Dunmore’s, proceed down 
tha Missittippt, and join Lord Duamore at Norfolle, ang! 
tho Fourteenth, who aro now there. Toso no time, for 
fear the Rebols should be upon you from Pittsburgh. «All 
the Ganeral’s orders are as Doctor Smith will inform you, 
Adieu, my compliments to all tho gentlemen under your 
command. ‘Things wear a shocking aspect in America, 
Yours, &a., Joun ConnoLuy, 


To Captain N, Lord. 
P, §. Draw upon General Howe for two hundred dol- 
lars, in favour of the bearer.’ J.C, 
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Frederick, Maryland, Docembor 16, 1775, 
Sir: From the strictest confinement, 1 venture to write 
to you, having accidentally got pén, inl’ and paper, of 
which I have been dobarred for some time. , 
Twas made prisoner‘on my way through this Govern« 
ment, to your port, where I'expected to have afforded you 
some assistance, and to have ordered Captain Lord of the 
Eighgeenth, from the Union, to join us there also. ‘I am 
now to inform you, that I much fear His Majesty’s enemies 
may attack you early in the Spring, and as Montreal is in, 
their hands, { droad the consequences. Let this thing. ... 
to give you notice of such intentions, and whether upon that 
account, you might not judge it expedient to evacuate the 
garrison, and, with Captain Lord, move down the Missis- 
sippi, and join the Earl of Dunmore at Norfolk, The 
Fourteenth Regiment have lately had a skirmish with the 
Rebels, in which Captain Fordice was killed, 
Tcan say no more, as 1 write every moment expecting 
to be surprised. Your orders, which I had from the Gene- 
ral, ae... . they would have been satisfactory to you. 
You were ordeied to raiso all the yench you could, which 
I hope you haye done, ; 
Tam sir, your most obedient sorvant, 
Joun Connon. 


To Captain Lernoult, ov Officer commanding at Detroit, 


N. B. ‘Take care thut there is not an im proper cope, 
pondenee carried on between your post and ?iddaling, sp 
2a 


intr 


Fredericktown, Maryland, Decombor 16, 1775, 

Dean Str: Though your remote situation may have 

prevented you fiom hearing many particulars relative to the 
state of the Colonios, you yet must know enough to disco~ 
ver your own dangerous situation, You wero to have joined 
me at Detroit, by the Oxabache communication, and it was 
expected, by your advice and assistance, that we would 
have been able to penstrate through the Colon} of ied, 

ina, and thus divided the Southern fromthe Noril me 

overnments. You were formerly ordered ‘by the Gene- 
ral to put yourself immediately under the command of Ge- 
neval Carleton, but, for obvious reasons, you were desired to * 
receive your directions fiom the Earl of Dunmore. 

The orders are nov—-—-——— You are therefore, as you 
was directed, to move yourself and all gartison sto¥es, ord- ” 
ance, &o., immediately down the Mississippi to New- Ore: 
leans, or wherever you can procure a conveyance for Nor’ 
Solle, Virginia, where you will join his Excellency the Earl 
of Dunmore and the Fourteenth Regiment. You had full 

ower (o male all expenses, so that you need not be appre~ 
hensive on that score. The sooner you get down the bet- 
ter, as Lmuch fear you will be attacked from Pittsburgh 
very soon, Draw a bill in favour of the bearer, for two 
hundred dollars, and, also, take him with you to Norfolk, 
The Fourteenth have just had a skirmish with the Pirgtni- 
ans, in which Captain Fordice, of that regiment, was killed, 
and Lioutenant Batt taken prisoner, 1am safely watched 
here, and now write in bed, with two sentinels at the door, 
Adieu. God bless you. Remember me to Conrbily, und ' 
all the gentlemen, ’ Sey 

Lam, dear sit, your most obediént humble sorvant, - 

Joun Connonty, + 


To Captain N. Lord, or Officer commanding at Ilinois, 


[Fredoricktown, Maryland, Docombar WV x 
I wrote to you before, but as that letter was to pass the 
inspection of the Committee, I could not spenk free.” Tam! 
now to desire you not to write to me, or you may be assur- 
ed that every word will be known before 1 can see it, as they 
will open all directed tome. Ihave wrote to Captain Me- 
Kee, to jet you have what you want, and charge it in the 
Indian account. Make yourself easy. J don’t know where 
Lam tobe sent yet. I thouglt to have had you hero, but 
the Committee allered their opivion, afier the man had ' 
his horses saddled, to go for you and the child. Lord Duns : 
more has had a skirmish lately, and had a Captain of the | 
Fourteenth Regiment killed. Give my love to Sally 
Keep this secret, for 1 am not allowed pen or inks” 
Yours affectionately, Jou Consonny! 


To Mrs, Susanna Connolly, Pittsburgh, 


te 
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LANOAGTER (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMUTYER £0 PALSIDENT 
. OF CONGRESS, 
In Committuo, Lanonatér, Janumy 10, 1776, 

Geyrtesen: The women and children belonging to 
tho privates of the Seventh and Twenty-Sixth Regiments, 
who sta prisoners here, have this day implored us, ino 

hody, that wo would interest ouselves in their behalf, 
hoy tell us ipey are denied further provisions, by, Mr, 

Bvanks, agent*in this place, antl that thoy must inevi-« 
tably perish, untoss relieved fiom their presunt distress by 
your munificonce. 
_. Wo are also informed, by tho gentleman who transncts 
tho business for tho contractors hore, in tho absence of Mr 
Simon, thut he has received express orders not to deliver 
aut any allowance of meat or bicad to the soldiers’ wives or 
children, for the future, 

Being mindfal that humanity ought ever to distinguish 
the sons af dmerica, and that cruelty should find po ad- 
mission, amongst 1 fice people, we could not avoid consi- 
doring'the situation of their women and children as pitinble, 
indeed: We'woio strongly inclined, at the first moment, 
to assist thern in thir distress. Our Jeolings, ag men, evi- 
dently pointed out to us those people as reat objects of 
com passion. 

Tho Committeo have, accordingly, requested of Colonel 
Matihias Lough to supply then with necessary provisions 
atthe publick expense, until your pleasure can be made 
known unto us. Mr, 2fougé has engaged (odo this at one 
roquost, We flatter ourselves your Honourable body will 
Approve the step wo have taken, and will give divections 
for the futuro subsistence of the women and childien, 
From theyeturns piven (o us, we find that there are twen+ 
ty-four womon and twenty-five chilchen belonging to the 
aoldicis of the Soventh Reyimont, and six women and eight 
children belonging to the fwenty-Sixth Regiment, 

Lhe Committee have been under the necessity of taking 
up a oumbor of blankets for the prisoners, at the pubhiek 
expense. ‘Lhoro were in the buracks ubout ona hundred 
and sixty-five old blankets, almost worn out, and to theso 
wo have mdded soventy-two new ones. ‘The wholo serve 
aa wt scanty covoring for the soldiers, against the rigour and 
jnolomency of the season, We have also huen obligod to 
purchase a quantity of coarse, strong linen, to bo filled with 
atraw, for their use. ‘Uhe article of fhe-wood, for the con- 

*sumption of so many men, is very expensive. Ono hun- 
dred weight of soap has been also furnished by ug to the 
piisoners, Wo beg your diractions in what manner theso 
roconnts are to bo disehnrged, 

* ‘Tho Camutittoe have not yet Leen favoured with your 
instructions respecting tho officers continuing here until 
thotrebagzago comes up, and whotbor they aru allowed the 
privilege of drawing lills for thoix support. Our partion 
i sitdation must apologize to you for our importunity, and 
the trouble wo give you. Amongst tho more important 
Gotiodtns, It is our highest wish to conduce, in somo dogres, 
fo the goneral weal, and that our conduct may be rendered 
acceplable:to the honourable Congress. 

* Wo arg, gentlomon, with the almost respect, your most 
obedient and very humble servants, 

By order of the Committee : 

J. Yearus, Chairman, 


To John Tlancock, President of the honourable Continen- 
tal Congress, 


oe 
‘ 


PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO OLNERAL SCHUYLER. 
Philadolphin, Jannary 10, 1776, 

Sm: [had the pleasure of vansmitting you, some days 
agoy wietter of thanks for your eminent services in tho 
ontse ‘of your country, 

‘The soveral letters you mention in your last, came sale 
to hand, and were laid before Congress, "Tre distresses of 
this great Continent, thrown into convulsions by an unna- 
tural war; tho unprepared state we were in, when unjustly 
attacked ; the enemies that have arison up against us in 
different quarters; andthe honid ntempts of the Southern 
Goyernaurs to excite domestick insurrections, and bring tha 
Savages to desolate our fronticrs; the nocessity of providing 
armed vessels, to prevent, if possible, the desofation threat- 
engd gut sea-coast ; these, and other matters of the highest 
importance, which you can easily congejve, must apologize 
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for your letters not having an carlior answor ; bosides, the 
Congress flattered thomselves, from the steps they hac 
taken, and from the orders and instructions given to, thei 
Committes, who were sent to confer with you, that you 
army would havo roinlisted, and your diflicultios in otha 
respects have been rolieved, 

After the return of thoh Committac, the Congress took 
into consideration tae sever! lotters, and the Report o! 
the Committee, and thereupon came to sundry resolutions, 
which 1 have the honour to enclose. 

Phelps ig Unown ina petition praying to be heard in 
his justification; but, as matters of higher moment engage 
the attention of the Conmiess, that is sullered do lic aver, 

The Congress resent the conduct of Lieutenant Halsey, 
and are of opinion you should proceed to have his conduet 
inquired into by a court-martial, giving him previous no- 
tice to appear in his own defence, und that such sentence 
shoukl be passed on him ag the couyt-martig! qhall think 
just; and should he docline to submit his conduct to such 
examination and sentence, in that case all arrears due to 
him ought to ba stopped. 

I cannot sufliciently express tho confidence the Congress 
have in your attention to the publick interost, and thei 
relinnco that you will give to the proper officert¥ih you 
depaitment such orders as will procure indemnification’ tc 
tho publick for any embozzlement or waste of ils stéres' o1 
moneys. 

Dosirons of giving every reasonable encouragement and 
indulgenco to men who have resigned their lives in the 
cause of their country, thay have given you powor to grant 
discharges to such oflicars as find thomselyes undor a nee 
cossity of quilting the service, and to remit to such of the 
troops raised in the Colauy of New York aa may roiniist, 
any right the Congress might hive to slop wayos for the 
underclothes delivered to then. 

1 inust not omit to inform you of the grateful sonse_the 
Congress have of the fiendly offices Mr. Price has dona 
to General Montwamery, lor the support of the Amortean 
cause, You will, therefore, be pleased to embrace the 
first opportunity of returning bim their thanks for the sama, 
and assure him immediate measures shall be taken for re- 
placing tho moneys be has advanced, 

You will, also, be pleased to notify Colonel 2ivaton thoir 
approbation of his services, and that they will retain in their 
minds a just sanse of thom, 

Che conducly spirit, and resolution shown, both by the 
oficers and men who have penetratod Canada, have in 
duced the Congress, in testinony of their approbation, to 
reserve the raising of two regiments out of the forces now 
thore, for the defenca ani protection of that county, which 
their valour hg rescued from slavery, ‘“Uho yogiments ip 
Penasylvania and Now-Jorsey avo midor orders to march 
and join them, and the other rogiments dostined for that 
service will bo ordered to march ns fast as raised. 

Yho enclogod rosolutions of Congrosy aro so fufl"and 
enplcn that T noed not enlargo. 

shall bo happy to hear of your perfect recovery, baing, 
with much osteom, sit, 


To Genoral Schuyler. 


&a., 
Joun [lancocx, President, 
* 





CHRISTOPHER GADSDEN ‘TO ADMIRAL MOPKINSE 
Philadelphiny Tanpdiy 10, 1776. 
Dear Sm: Enclosed is a copy of an order from, the 


-Committee to Captain Stone, sont by directions of Con- 


gvess, on an application from Maryland, whichaif'is neces- 
ony you should have. 

also tako the liberty t6 send you a list of the Ficld-Omi- 
cers and Captains of two yegiments of Foot, and the com- 
panies of Artillery, all Provincials, stationed in Charles» 
town, South-Carating. Should you go thera, upon your 
arsival of tha bar, the pilot will inforns you what officer is 
at Fort Johnson, or any of the nearest batteries to you, 
from'whom you may dopond upon all the assistance thay 
enn give; they are, most of them, gentlemen of consider 
able fortunes with us, who havo entered into the servico 
merely from principle; and to promote and give oredit to 
the cause, they take it by turns to be at the fort, and the 
zeal andl activity of all of them is such, that,you cannot: 
happen amiss, let who will be there. In Gharieien, my 
particular friends, My, Lowndes, Mr. Ferguson, Colonel 
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Powell, My, Benjamin Eliott, Colonel Pinckney, Mrs 
Drayton, Mr. Cintothy, and the Reverend Mr. Tennant, 
a countryman of yours, will introduce you to the others, 
who will ail bo glad to have in opportunity of obliging you, 
and promoting the service, 

I wroto yesterday to Mr. Ferguson, one of tho gentle- 
men just mentored, by way of Georgia, by a gentloman I 
bin dapend on, who will destroy my letter should he be 
taken. In this fetter [ have hinted to look out for you, 
and be ready to assist you at a moment’s warning. 

The two large ships sean off Mirginéa, the 29th of last 
month, we are told, were not bound there; however, you 
will know more certainly by tho time you got off the Capes, 
Limake no doubt. [hope you will bo able to effect that 
service ; but, whether you may or not, sooner or later, 
flatter rmysolf, wo shall have your assistance at Carolina, 
where you may dopend on an easy conquest, or, at least, 
be able tacknew, without loss of time, when off our bar, 
the strength of the enemy 4 and should it bo too much for 
you prudontly to encounter, which L hardly think probable, 
MW soon attompted, with tho assistance from us, you may, in 
such cnso, retreat with great case, safoty, and expedition. 

Wishing you evory success you can possibly wish your 
self, | am, denr sir, your most humble sorvant, 

Cruisrorum Gansven, 


To Mscck Hoptins, Nequiro, Commander-in-chief of the 
Floet of the Untied Colonies. 


P.S, Pray mako my compliments to Capt, Saltonstall, 
and all tho rest of your Captains; and shall be obliged to you, 
if you go to Carolina, to introduce them to any or all tha 
gentlemen I have mentioned, who, E am suro, will bo glad 
to show them every civility in thoir power, I hopo Cap- 
tain Whipple is better, Ono of tho Maryland gentlemen, 
Mr, Alexander, a Delegate of that Stata, tells mea thoro is 
a yery good ship, of about . . . « there, casily fitted out, 
which he is in hopes will join you, with the Lorne and 
Wasp, and that ho should press it to be done, . . « mon- 
tion by the by— 


—— 


LORD STIRLING TO PRASIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
Blizabothtown, Janumy 10, 1776. 


Sins Lndw sond you, enclosed, capies of some letters 
which havo passed between Governour draniedin and Lieu- 
tenint-Colonel Minds, As it is evident, from the Inst 
letter from the Governoty, that he intends no longer to re- 
main quiet, L thought it most prudent to secure him, and 
romove him to this place. I, accordingly, sent orders to 

agutenant-Colonel Hinds, this morning, for that purpose. 
i hnve provided ood, gontec! private lodgings for the Go- 
vernour, at Mr, Boudinot's, which I expect he will occupy 
this afternoon, and where J intend be shall remain until I 
have directions from Congross what to do with him. 

Lam, with grout regard, your most humble servant, , 

Srinuine, 


wt 9 Barrscks at Porth-Amboy, January 8, 1776, 

Sm: Lhave had hints that you intended to leave tho 
Provinos, if the letters that were intercepted should be 
sont to the ContineRtal Congress. As 1 have particular 
orders, coneerning the matter, I, therefore, desire you will 
give me- your word and honour, that you will not depart 
this Praving® till 1 know the will and pleasure of the Con- 
tinontal Congress, concerting that matter. Irom, sir, your 


humble servant, Wruran Wows. 
To His Excellency William Franklin, Esq. c 
t oa ' 


January 8, 1776. 


i oy 

Sm: Being conscious that my letter, which has been 
jntercepted@pontainod nothing but what was my duty to 
wrile, as a fhithful oficer of the Crown, being a mere nar- 
yative of such fnels and reports as lad come to my know- 
lado, concerning publick transactions, T have not the least 
intention to quit the Provines, nor shall 1, unless compelled 
by violence, Wero I to act otherwise, it would not be 
consistent with my declarations to the Assembly, at the 
Inst session, nor my regard to the good people of this Pro- 


vinoo. . 
Your humbld servant, 


Lo William Winds, Esq. 


” 


» Wrurram Franxuin, 


' 
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Porth-Amboy, January 9, 1776s 

Sin: I observed, this morning, that armed men werd 
ee at ny gate, who, from time to time, have been 1e- 
ieved by others, On inquiry, Lam given to understand 
that they ave placed there as sentinels, by your orders, 
‘Lhis I scarcely know how to believe, not only as L am 
convinced you can have no propor authority for it, but, ag 
Thad before, under my hand, assured you (who ard a 
member of tho Louse of Reynesontatlvos' that, agreeable 
to my declaration to the Assembly , at the last session, ‘antl, 
LT might have added, in compliance with their request, 1 
was determined not to quit this Province until compelled 
by violence, such an assurance, on my part, was certainly 
equal to any promise I could make, and ought, of course, 
have woight with those who pretend to act on principled 
of honour, However, let the authority, or let the pre- 
tence, bo what it may, Ido hereby require you, if these 
armed men are sent by your orders, that you do immedi. 
ately remove them from hence, as you will answer she cons 
(rary at your poril. * _oe 

Lam, sir, your humble servant, ‘ 
William Winds, Esq, Wuatan Paawenan. | 
January 9, 1776, ” 

Sia: As you, in a former letter, say you wrate nothing 
but what was your duty to do, as a faithful officer of the 
Crown, sol say, touching the sentinels placed at you Bhlo 
V have dono nothing but what was my duty+to vr ‘AS gy 
faithful ofticer of the Congross. ’ 

Fiorn, sir, your vory bumble sorvant, 


. Wo. 
To Governour L'vanilin, mutt Winns. 


ISAAQ RYSDYOK TO RORERT BENSON, 
Now-Haokonsack, January 10, 1776, 
Rusrrcrny Sm: In due return to your lotter of Dew 
cembor 23, and tho directions of the honourable the Gp 
vention, delivered to me last Sunday, | have ‘translated 
their address to my best endeavours. My having bean une 
well with cold since, has retarded the work till now. This 
being the first attempt | ever made of this unusual labour, 
the time short, my health weak, and myself but a scholar 
in the English tongue, { shall make no apology for the 
performance, However, such a more than Demosthenian * 
or Ciceronian piece, translated in the language of Holland, 
where, possibly, it may be read, and, if so, doubtless much, 
admired, should be, by all means, very correct. If, theres 
fore, the Convention should choose to have it printed, I 
should wish that some more able eye should review it; or, 
should the Convention appoint a Committce for the pur 
poss, for an hour or two, I might consult them, and, per- 
haps, make same amendments, And as no low Dutch, 
printed in America, hath been seen, hitherto, every where 
correct, because English printers seldom meet with Dutch 
copies, and the languages differ so much, | am also willing 
to altend the press closely, that it may be dona in the neate 
est manner possible; I shall, therefore, please, God, wait 
on you in the beginning of next week, to know the plea-, 
sure of the Convention. er ae te 
As to any recompense, my being a citizen of this State, 
and enjoying the protection of (he honourable the Congress 
and Convention, therefore, in duty bound to do something 
for the publick good, forbids me to claim any other than the 
approbation of the Convention, if not of the. performance 
itself, at least, of my best endeavours to serve, itt any ‘Mane 
ner, @od and this bleeding and much injuted country, 
Lam, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant, 
Isaao Ryspyck. 


To Robert Benson, Esq., Secretary to the honourable the: 
Convention of the State of New- York. 
P.S. Want of good paper and ink hath rendered this 
copy not so distinctly legible as I wished. 


e] 
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en 
GENDRAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT oF coNanEsss > *- 
Albany, January 10,1776." . 
Sin: I take the liberty to enclose you aft extract of a 
letter from General Montgomery to me, of the 18h ultimo’ 
I fear his next will announce the disagreedbls recount’ of 
his having been obliged to raise the sivyé, as,'soon after the 
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daje of his letter, tho weather became most intonscly cold 
in Canada, Congress will porecive by tho first part of the 
second paragraph of his letter, that he expected troaps 
fiom this quarter. 1 had mentioned to hin, that £ bad 
taken the liborty to recommend to Congress, to send a 
body of troops into Canada this winter. 1 am so well 
convinced of the practicability, ag well as necessity of it, 
that, although [am much indisposed, { would willingly un- 
dostako to conduct them to the south end of the Bay of 
Missisque, to which place I can get with the necossury 
provisions, in sleds; from whonce the traverse across that 
ay, which is, by this time, passable on the ice, to Find. 
mill-Point, is easy, and thence on the narow part of Lake 
Champlain, no obstacles will intervene, and the distance 
only about twenty-four miles to St, John’s. 

Enclose you a copy of the pay-tolls, by which T pay of 
the mon. Governour “Trumbull has sent me one from 
Connecticut, copy of which L also enclose. Congress will 
observe, that in tho lust, thera is an allowance nade for 
going*home, at the rato of fifleen miles per day, a bounty 
of forty shillings billeting money, one penny per day for 
travelling charges, &e. None of which, except the billet- 
ing monoy; has been allowed by mo to tho troops raised 
in Now- York, and for which { chose to have separate 
rolls made out; that if it aither exceeded or fell shot of 
what Congress might allow, the diftsrenco may be charged 
to, or credit given tho Colony. Knelosa an extract af my 
letter [dated January 6,] to Governour Zrumbull, on this 
subject. 

‘Tho officers that havo been employed in this quarter 
complain much of a discrimination in favour of those at 
Boston, whom, they say, aro allowed extra rations. 1 did 
not conecivo that it was in my power to allow more than 
ane. [have paid tho oflicors only to the time when they 
left the service, They claim moro, and say they ought to 
he paid until Congress revokes their commissions. On this 
head they havo given mo much trouble, 

{have not yat received all the accounts of the people 
engaged in taking and gavrisoning Teonderoga and Crowne 
Point; thosa that have been dolivered, | now enclose. 1 
have buon obligod to advance about one hundred and thirty 
pounds on this nccount, ‘Cho people aro poor, and are 
continually pressing me for the money, 

Would it not have a very good ofet, besides prevent- 
ing much jealousy, if no Colony was pormitied, (although 
at a Colonial oxpense,) to make any further allowance to 
the troops than what Congress thinks proper to give as a 
Continental. 

Adoputation from the Caughnawaga wibo lave beon at 
this place, and enterod into w treaty of peace. ‘Lhirteen 
of thom aro gono on a visit to Cambridge, Tho advantago 
of possessing Canada becomes duily moro evident, ‘The 
Indians seo themselves in our power, as they cannot be 
suppliod but hy our loave, 

Two of tho heaviest cannon broko the ico in crossing 
Hudson's River, The ono js got out, and tho other will 
be ina day or two, ‘She others ara all gono on, an I 
hopo will reach Cambridge by the 16th. 

have the honour to be, with sentimonts of tho most 
profound respect and esteem, your most obedient, and 


vory humble servant, Patan Bovuvcnn: 


P. 8, Vforgot to observe, that tho Cauguawaga Dopu- 
ties avowed that Colonel Johnson had mado the infernal 
invitation to the Indians, mentioned by the Mohawks, viz: 
to eat a Bostonian, and to drink his blood, and that an 

ox was roasted on tho oceasion, and a pipe of rad wino 
given to drink. —— 
_ GENERAL WASIINGTON TO LORD STIRLING, 
: Cambridyo, January 10, 1776, 

Mx Lorn: Having received undoubted intolligence of 
tho fitting out ofa fleet from Boston, and of the embnika- 
tion of the troops fiom thence, whieh, from the senson of 
the year, and other circumstances, must be destined for 
some expodition south of this, and having such informa. 
tion as T can rely on, that the inhabitants of Long-Island, 

ora great part of them, ave mimieal to the rights aud liber- 
tlos of America, and, by their conduct and professions, hyve 
discovored an apparent inclination to assist in subjugating 
their countrymen and fellow-citizens to the system of tyraa- 
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ny Administration are attempting to eatablish, ther is the 
greatest reason to apprebond, thot this armament, if not 
immediately dosigned against the city of News York, is, 
pevertholuss, intended for Long. taland, Knowing it to be 
of the Inst importance to the interest of America, to prem, 
vant the cnemy from getting possession of theso places, 
and the North River, whieh would give tham the command 
of the country, and a free communication with Canada, I 
havo despatched Major Genoral Lee, with orders to repair 
to New- York, with such volunteers as be can raise on bis 
way, (having no troops to spare from heneo,) to put the 
city, and tho fortificntions up the river, in tha bost posture 
of defence tha season and situation of affairs will admit of; 
and for taking proper steps against such persons on Longs 
Bland, avd elsewhere, whose conduet hath rendered them 
suspected of designs unfriendly to tho views of Congross, £ 
have directed bim to apply to you for the troops of New-Jer~ 
sey, under your command, in the Cobtinantal pay, or such 
of them as he may think necessary for efleeting the purposes 
of his going. beg, and pam assured, that you will afford 
him ovory assistance in your power, for faeilitnting this busi. 
ness, as far as may bo consistent (or not repugnant) to the 
orders you shall have received from Congress, and with all 


possible expodition, as 
Lam, my Lord, with much esteom, &e., a ar we 
Grones Wasninaron: 
Yo Colonel Lord Stirling, New-York. 


QENARAL WASIUNGTON ‘TO MASRAGHUSETTS COUNCIL ov 
SABETY, 
2 Gambridgo, Janunry 10, 1775, 

Geertemen: In the confused and disordered, stata of 
this Army, occasioned by such capital ehangos ng havo takon 
pluce of late, 1 huve found it almost impossible to come at” 
oxact returns of the strength of our levies, Not till last 
night was Lable to get in the whole, since the dissolution 
of the okt Army. By these, IL find myself weaker than | 
had any idea of, and under the necessity of requesting an 
oxortion of your influence and interest, to prevail upon tho 
Militia of this Government, now in the pay of the Conti- 
nent, to continue tll the last of the frau and longer if 
requisite, {am assured thut thoso of New-UTampshire will 
not stay any longer than thoy engaged for, notwithstanding 
our weak state, und tho progress we make in recruiting, 
which, by the lest week's report, amounts to but Tittle more 
than half of our usual complements awing, it is said, to tho 
ounber of men going, or expecting to po into the Proyine 
cial service, nt ov near their own homes, 

Tam moro and more eonvincod that wo never shalt 
roiso the Army to the new establishment by voluntary in+ 
listinents, It is, thorefore, necessary, what this, and ‘the 
nelubbouring Govornmonts, should considar In tithe, and 
adopt some other expediont for efeating it. 

Nhe hurry Twas in the other diy, whon your Committee 
did mo the honour to present a petition from a person, 

whose namo IT forgot,) wanting to bo omployed in the 
Continental Army, provented me from being so full on tha 
subject us 1 wished. 1 shall beg leave, therefore, at this 
time to add, that T hope your honoursdle Board will do mo 
the justice to baliove, that it will give mo pleasure at all 
times to pay a proper respect to any recommendation 
coming from them, and that the reason why Ido not now 
encowrage such kind of applications us was mada ,to you, 
is, that the uew Army was arranged as near the plan and 
agroenble to the ordurs of Congress, ag it was in my power 
to comply with them, (although soméd unavoidable depar 
tifres and changes have taken place,) and the oflicers thus 
constituted, ordered to recruit. * Kvery attempt, therefore, 
of others, not of their aspointment, must counternet, and 
has been of infinite prejudice to the service, ‘Chey infusa 
idaas into the minds of tho men they haye any influence’ 
over, that, by engaging with them, or, which is tantamount, 
not engaging with others, they shall be able to force thom 
selves into the servico. Of this we hava numberless 
instances. Tam, therefore, anxious to discourage ovary 
attempt of this kind, by convincing such persons, that 
their engaging a company will not bring them ine If thay 
could be onco satisfied’ of this, the business of the Army 
would go on moro smoothly, and.with muol! mongrpgi- 
larity and order, In short, gontlemen, it is scnyoely:ipoas, 
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sible for mé-to convey to you a perfect idea of the trouble 
and vexation I_bave met with, in getting this matter fixed 
upon some settled footing. One day an officer would serve, 
the next he would not, and so on, that I have bardly known 
what steps to pursuo for preserving consistency, and advan- 
oing the good of the servico, which ave the only objects in 
my view. I have no friend, nor any person with whom I 
am the least connected, chat 1 want or wish to bring in. 
Tam, gentlomen, with much esteem and respect, your 


Most obediont servant, Gronaw Wastineron 


To the Honourable the *Prosident and Council of Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SULLIVAN. 
Cambridgo, January 10, 1776, 

Dean Sin: In looking over the list of officers in your 
brignde, LAnd the whble completed, except in one instance, 
without paying the least regard to thé order which direct- 
ed that no person should be inserted that was not in the 
first arrangement, othorwise than by recommendation. 

T also find, in the regimental returns of our strength, in 
your brigade, several matters that need explanatioi—to 
wit: a number of men on command—and in Col. Poor’s 
Jast return, the whole number of his regiment consisted but 
of two hundred and seventy-seven men; whereas, by tho 
different weekly returns, which he has given, thoro ap- 
pears to have heen inlisted five hundred and eleven men. 
hn like mannor, by tho difforont weekly returns, our whole 
number of recruits oughit to amount to about ten thousand 
five hundred men; whereas, by the rogimontal. returns of 
Saturday, (eli were only completed Inst night,) thoy 
stand at aight thousand (wo hundred and twolve, and but 
{ivo thousand five hundred and cighty-two of these retunod 
present, fit for duty, ‘These things are so alarming, and 
stand so nivch in need of explanation, that 1 must desira 
you to take a ride to. Hoad-Quartors, and seo if they can bo 
secounted for. Major Scammeld and Colonel Poor may bo 
necessary, also, in tho elucidation of some of these points. 

If you ware to como to dinner, L should ho glad of your 
company. Lam, dear sir, your most obedient servant, 

Gronos Wasitunaron, 


To Brigadior-Gonoral Sullivan, Winter-Lil. 


— 


ROBERT Mt, NANRIGON ‘ro WiLLtast BARTER. 
Cambridge, January 10, 1776, 

Sini_ By Colonel Glover's account, I find that Captain 
Manly and Captain Burke have ongaged, what, in my opi- 
nion will, with the oflicers, be « suflicient number for these 
small vessala, If tha guns bolonging ta Captain Darby 
cannot be purchasod, they must be replaced out of the two 
vossols that are not in such forwardness. Wo shall after- 
wards think of sapplying thom. There aro two picces at 
Cape Ann, out of the ordnance store-ship, and to at 
Beverly, out of tho Concord; thasd ave gaod guns, and 
will help, [ndoed, I think four us good as six, for tho pur- 
pogo theso vossols aro fitted out, 

The treasury is at present very low. You must, there« 
fore, wait for money ttl! a remittange comes from Phila- 
oreite Wo are avary day expecting it 

volonel Glover tells me that both Alanly and Burke 
engaged to divance a month’s pay. It was wrong, excopt 
the people ongaged for tivelve months. If they did not, I 
dg not think them cutitled to it, Howover, jf you find it 
will retard the sailing of the vessels, I wish you would 
rajge, money, and advance jt to tham yourself, as the Gen» 
eval will not choose to have jpeir accounts blondod with the 
‘igcounts.of the Army; which must bo tho caso if Colonel 
Glover advanges the money to thom, It will savo much 
trouble, andyat tho same tine, ba your own interest, (o keep 
all the accounts of those vessels In your own hands, 


Lam, sir, yours, &&., 
, Ronerr HH, Hannrson. 
To William Bartlett, Esq, Beverly, is 


— 
’ 


[aunurar WASHINGTON] TO COLONEL WENTWoRTH, 
Cambridge, January 10, 1776, 
Acknowledged receipt of his and Mr. King’s letter of 
the.10th instant, the latter cavering inyoice ie Bl itesac, 
Fovrru Sznizs.—Vou 1, 
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barrels, and. ...... half barrels of flour, givon to Sto 
phen Moylan, by order of Goneral Washington. Desived 
My, Mentworth to dispose of five lundted and filly bushels 
of potatoes, taken in the schooner Rainbow, at any price, 
rathor than havo them perish, and to libel sak? schooner, 
agreeable to resolves of Contes sent him herewith, 


To Colonel Joshua Wentworth, Portsmouth, 





JOUN KNIGHT TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Northampton, Janusry 10, 1776. 
Sir; Many reasons, as well as the unexpected length- 
ening time of, my captivity, induces me to take the liberty 
of addressing you on a subject, the propriety of which, £ 
must leave to your judgment. TFreedom from being a pri- 
soner is the ultimate of my request; and, as this great in- 
dulgence, I conceive, lies entirely with your Excetlency, 
I must beg your attention, ono moment, to my reasons for 
this presumption, I have been employed in Auerica since 
the year 1763, on the survey of the sea-coasts, and, since 
1770 until the hour of my captivity, commanded a King’s 
vessel, on that service only; during all which time, I can 
declare, I nover did a single injury to an American, or 
over detained one of their vessels, oven in an illicit trade, 
though often in my power, On the contrary, I duro be- 
lieve, there are soveral will do me the justice to aoknowe 
ledge having received assistance from me, when in distress. 
Tho work I was then engaged on, was of a publick natura, 
and intendad for tho advantage of all; but, as this unhapp 
dispute must necessarily put a stop to that service, there is 
not the least probability of my being employed, (should 
your goodness indulge me with my Hpac there being 
80 many young gontlemon with the Admiral, waiting for 
promotion, and many more seeking employment, which, to 
aman in my situation, having a family in America, would 
admit of na invitation, T should trespass on your patience, 
to relato the partioulais of my being made prisoner, at Ma- 
chias, which, Tam confident, would appear most favours 
able for me, and no doubt influence you, sit, in a great 
measuro, to acquiesce with my mpNe If Captain Ste~ 
phen Smith, the principal person of that place, was neat 
your Iexcelloncy, he would give positive information, that 
tho proceedings with mo thee, and the Surgeon, Mr. Me- 
Faden, belonging to the Diligent, wore altogether con~ 
trary to overy practice in war. 

Ebeg leave to submit thoso facts to your Excollancy’s 
considoration, and am, with respect, your Txcellonoy’a 
most obediont, very humblo servant, 

Joun Kraut. 
General TVashington. 


JOSIUA WENTWORTH 10 GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Portsmouth, January 10, 1776, 

Sin: Yesterday came to town, from London, Inst from 
Poole, in England, via Casco Bay, four masters of vossels, 
belonging to this port, from whom [ have collegted all the. 
nawspapers [ possibly could, with sundry packsges and: 
letters; and, as E have it in direction fom yotw Bxoelt 
leney, to forward any lettors that arrive here, ¥ take the 
readiest method of their reaching your Exeellenay, by de- 
spatching my young man, 

Tho newspapers are much defaced, previous to their 
coming to my hand ; the anxiety of Americans occasioned 
a froquont porusal, which, £ hope, may apologize for their. 
present state. . 

Tho Captains intond setting ont for Tead-Quarters, in a 
day or two, who have verbal informations to yout Kxeel- 
lency, from some gentlemen of note in London. 

In the interim, 1 bavo to inform your Excellency, that a 
number of transports sailed ‘on or about the time these 
gentlemen loft England, (say November 6th,) with storas, . 
for Boston, without convey; threa of which were larga + 
ships, formerly in the service of the Jndia Company, and, 
are defenceless, 1 sincerely wish some of tho American .. 
armed vessels may conduct them safe to other porte thap 
their first destination. i 

Lam,with much respect, your Excellency’sgndst obe~ 


dient, humble servant, Josuva Wentiwokrn, 
His Excellency General Washington, 
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SOUTITAMPTON (VIRGINIA) COMMITTED 
Southampton Committeo, Junuary 11, 1776. 

Prosent-—Tho Rey. George Gurley, Chairman, and 
gleven Membota. 

Tho honownble Convention, having recommended an 
inquiry to be mado by this Committee, into the conduct of 
Ne, Hdiam Urquhart, werchant, relative to certain goods, 
mentioned in an account onclosad in a letter from one 
Jlugh Warden, dated Glasgow, Segtember 6, 1776, Mr. 
Urquhart, having bad dua uatice, appeared before the 
Conunitivo, and was heud, touching tbe importation of 
the said goods, And it appears, from the recount, aud the 
exanination of his storekeeper, that no goods have been 
shipped or reccived by the said Mr. Urquhart contrary to 
tho Association ; and that Mr. Urquhart ought to be ac~ 
witted af any imputation of having acted contrary to tho 
J sccofation, in that paiticulars 

Sanunn Kurno, Clerk, 





LORD STIRLING 10 PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
{Road January 15, 1776, reforned to a Committeo.] 
Kiizabothtown, January 1, 1776. 
Sm: Ju consequonce of the orders I sent to Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Minds, ix the night, botween the Oh and 10d 
instant, be sent two oflicers, attended hy a proper guard, 
to wait opon Governour Mranidin, who, at fivat, refused 
paying any attention to the message, whieh kindly invited 
him to dine with mo at this place; but, finding it in vain’ 
to det that part, ho ordered up his coach, in order to pro- 
saod to this place, Bur Chiof dustion Smyth, thinking it 
was possible to put the mattor on an casier footing for tho 
Govornour, prevailed on him to give his parole not to de- 
part from his house, on any protenco whatever, not oven if 
w roscug should be offered by Captain Parker, or any other 
person. - ‘This induced Lieutenant-Colonel /inds to sus- 
pend the Governour’s journey, dill he could hear from me, 
and the Chief Justices came Charré @affatres, to negotiate 
tho business here. I have given the Liewtennnt-Colonel 
orders to ot tho Govemsour romain at his house, on tho 
conditions stipulated, until I havo the ordors of Congress 
to tha contrary, 
Lom, with proat rogard and esteem, your most obodiont, 
hamble servant, 


Yo tho Honowrablo John Ilancock, 


Suma, 


GUNGRAT. ARNOLD TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, 
Camp bofora Quohook, January U1, 1770, 

Gorrrnwen: f tako tho Jiberty, most heartily, to cons 
dole with you the loss of great, sminble, and brave Gane- 
ral Montgomery, and those brave men who fell with him. 
By his death, tho command of tho Army devolves on mos 
e earrse, I havo carefully examined his instructions from 
tho honorable Continontal Congross, and their resolutions 
respooting this country. [find it strongly recommended 
to him, to coneilinte the affections of the Canadians, and 
cherish overy dawning of liberty which appears among 
thom ; and to assure thom of the friendship and protection 
af the Congress; and to endeavour to form, on a lasting 
hosis, a frm union between them and tho Colonies, by 
forming o Provincial Congress, and, from that body, giving 
them a full reptoeotalien in the Grand Continental Con- 
gress. ‘This, | am confident, the General laboured for with 
the greatost assiduity, and with as great a degree of suc- 
cess as could be expected, under the present state of affairs. 
« The disposition of the Canadians is very favourable to 
your wishes; (the only bar, of consequence, is Quebeck; 
ug this is the key, so, in a great measure, it goverus the 
whole country ;) who, having been so long habituated to 
slavory, and having, as yet, but a faint sense of the value 
of libarty, ave naturally timorous and didident, and want 
ovory possible oncouragement to take an active part. This 
bar removed, I humbly conceive overy other obstacle, to a 
firyn aud lasting union with Canada, will, of course, be yo- 
moved, So long as Quebeck retnaina in the hands of the 
enemy, it will not be in our power to nasist and protect 
then; af course, we cannat expect their hearty exartions 
in our favour, Quebec appents to me an object of the 
highest importance to the Colonies, and, if proper methods 
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aro adopted, must inovitably (all into their hands, before 
tho garrison can be relieved. ‘The wholo garrison of Que- 
beck, including men, womon, and children, is supposed, by 
gentlemen who left town the beginaing of December, to be 
four thousand, 

A gendoman of veracity asses me, that Mr, Alsop, 
the King’s Comiissary, tald him, iv confidence, that there 
was not one thousand barrels of Dour in the towns and, it 
was notorious tunony the merchants, thore was not eight 
thousand bushels of wheat, and no convenience lor flowing 
it, Provisions of meat ware known to bo much tess than 
those of bread, though they had some quantity of fish, Tt 
is generally ngveed, they had short of four months’ provix 
sion the Ist Jecember, "This cannot be exactly ascertain- 
ed, as the Govarnour denied the inhabitants liberty of 
viewing the stores, or giving them any satisinetion, in re- 
gard to the quantity. Tt appears, a blockhead must an- 
swer our purpose; it is possible it may not. Will it be 
pradent to trast an object of such vast imp&tatice to the 
event? With submission, | think it will not, What is to 
ho dona? A suflicient force omployed to reduc it, by a 
rogular siogo, or assault? If the first is attompted, an ad- 
dition of threo thousand men to our present force will, L 
make vo doubt, be thought neeessary 5 if the latter, at least 
five thousand. ‘U'ho former, with o vast expense and great 
waste of ammunition, moy prove unsuccessful ; tho litter, 
from the oxtensivenoss of their works, Ethink cannot; and 
five thousand mon will hardly bo a suficient garrison, if the 
noo is taken. J beg leave to recommend the sending a 
lly of at least five Ghousand men; with av ox peri¢nced 
Goveral, into Canada, a4 early as possible; and, in the 
mean time, that every possible preparation, of mortars, how 
witvers, and some heavy cannon, should bo made, as the 
season will permit our ‘raising batteriog by the iniddle of 
March, which may, vory possibly, he attended with sua-* 
cess, as wo can plice our Mortis ander cover, within (wo 
hundred: yards of the walls, and within one thonsaud of 
the centre of the town; and, if supplied with shells, cnr 
cases, &e,, con set fire to it whenever we please, which, 
T make no doubt, would reduce the garrison to terms, 

Jam well agstvod more thon halfof thy inhabituntsof Que- 
beck would gladly open the gates to us, but ara provented 
by the strict discipline and watch kept over them, the com 
mand of tho guards being constantly given to officers of the 
Crown, known to bo firm in their interest. ‘Lhe garrison 
consists of about fiftven hundred men, great part of whom 
Governour Carleton can place no confidence in, or he 
would not suffer a blockade, and avory distress of n siago, 
hy sevon hundred man, our force consisting of no more, ut 
prasont, including Colonel Livingstows Regiment of two 
pundvod Canadians, T have neranged my men in such 
ordor, ag affectually to blackade tho city, aud to assist ench 
other ag carly ag possible, if attacked, ‘Tho men aro 
obligod to lay on their arms constantly, and to mount guard 
avory other night. ‘Thair duty is oxecadingly hard; haw» 
over, tho mon appony alert and chaarful, though wanting 
many necessaries, whieh cannot ho procured here, 

Loxpeet General /Voosder from Alontread, with a rein (orce~ 
mont, every minute, YT have withdrawn our cannon from 
the battery, and placed them around gho magazine, which 
contains w considerable quantity of powder and ordnance 
stores, which IT am foarfil of removing, lest it should make 
unfavourable impressions on tho Canadians, and induce 
them to withdraw their assistance, and Governaur Carleton, 
presuming on our panick, to sally out. I thouglt it most 
prudent to put the best free on matters, and betray no 
marks of fear, We are in great want of cash 3 our finances 
have never afforded any, of consequence, to the troops, 
who make heavy complaints, not without reason, Wo 
hava offen been reduced t a fow johannes, and never able 
to procure moro than ten days? sustananed beforehand, 
Ogr whole dependaneo has been on Mr, rive, wha has 
done every thing in his power, and is the only resource wo 
have at present, 1 havo received two petards from Mon« 
siour Pelissier, at ThreeRivers, who agsares me be ann 
supply us with shells, hy the Ist of april. ‘ 

Enclosed is 2 list of oflicers killed and wounded in the 
tinfortunate attack on Quedeck, ‘Tho-prisonors and iiss 
ing Amount to about four hundred. Governour Carleton 
has permitted the baggage of both afficars und man toyhe 
sont in, and (strange to toll) treats thom with hymanity. 
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T think myself, in justice, bound ta acknowledge the good 
conduct and intrepidity, of both officers and mon, of my 
detachment, who undauntedly marched up, in the fice of 
the enemy’s cannon; in particular, the volunteers of Cap- 
tain Oswald, who signalized himself in the attack on their 
battery, and is now a prisoner. 

1 bape, gentlemen, my being confined to my bed with 
my wound and a severe fit of the gout, will apologize for 
the incoharency and inaccurateness of my scrawl ; and that 
you will believe me, with respect and esteem, gentlemen, 
your most obedient and very humble servant, 

B. Arnoun. 
To the [Ionourable Continental Congress. 





GENDRAL ARNOLD TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

Camp before Quebeok, January 12, 1776, 
Geytigypn: Since writing the enclosed, General 
Wooster has aequainted mo he cannot leave Montreal, but 
las sent down Colonel Clinton, to whom I shall resign the 
command, until my wound will permit my doing duty, 
which my Surgeon thinks will be four or six weeks. Colo- 
nel Clinton acquaints me, we cannot expect more than 
two hundred mon from Montreal, 1 havo put on foot the 
raising a regiment of three hundred Canadians, which T 
make no doubt of effecting. ‘They are to have tho same 
pay, ‘and be under the same regulations, as the Continental 
forces, J make no doubt tho oxigency of our affairs will 
juatify tho step 1 have takon, (though without authority 
for so doing,) and that it will be approved of by the ho- 

nourable Continental Congress, 

[ nm, most respectfully, gontlomen, your most obedient, 

bumble servant, LB. Announ. 


* PLS. The forts of Niagara and Detroit aro an object, 
which, { maka no doubt, the honourable Congrass have in 
view. Mr, Aadill, now on his way down, can juform you 
in regard to their strength, stores, &e. BA 


GENERAL WASHINGTON 10 YRESIDNNE OF CONGRESS. 
Cumbridgo, January 11, 1776, 


Sin; Every account have out of Boston confirms the 
embarkation of troops, mentioned in my Inst, which, from 
tho season of tho year, and other circumstances, must be 
dostined for some expedition to the southward of this. 1 
have, therefore, thought {t prudent to send Major-General 
Lee to New-York. 1 have given hin letters, reconmmen- 
dntory to Governour Trumbull, and to the Committee of 
Safety at New- York. IT have good hopes, that in Con+ 
necticut, ho will get many voluntecrs, who, | havo somo 
reason to think, will accompany him on this oxpedition, 
without more expense to the Continent thon their mainte- 
nance; but, should it bo otherwise, and that they should 
expeot pay, L think it is a trifling consideration, when put 
in competition with tho importance of the object—which 
ig to put the city of New- Yori, such paris ol tho North 
River, and Long-Jsland, as to him shall seem proper, in 
that state of defence which the season of the year, and 
citoummstances will adait of, so as, if possible, to provent 
the enomy from forming a lodgment in that Government, 
which, Iam afraid, contains (oo many persons disaffected 
to tha cause of liberty and America. I have, also, wrote to 
Lord Stirling, to givo him all the assistance that he can, 
with the troops under his command in tho Continental 
service, provided it does not interlere with any orders he 
may receive from Congress relative to them. J hope the 
Congress will approve of my conduct in sending Genera 
Lee upon this expedition. 1 am sure 1 mean it well, as 
experiance teaches us, that it is Much easier to provent an 
enemy from posting themselves, than it is to dislodge them 
alter they have got possession. . 

The evening of the 8th instant, a party of our men, 
under the command of Mujor Knowlton, wore ordered to 
go und burn some houses, which Iny at tho foot of Bunker's 
FHI, and at the head of Charlestown. hey were, also, 
ordered to bring off the guard, which, we expected, con- 
sisted of an officer and thirty men. They crossed the mill- 
dam, about half after eight o’clock, and gallantly exeauted 
their business, having burnt eight houses, and brought with 
them a sergeant and four privates, of the Tenth Regiment. 

* 


CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &e., JANUARY, 1776: 


630 


‘There was but one man more there, who, making some re~ 
sistance, they were obliged tadespatch. T'he gun that killed 
him, was the only one that was discharged by our men, 
though several hundreds were fired by tho enemy from 
within their works, but in so confused a manner that not 
one of our people was hurt, Our inlistments go on very 
heavily. 

Iam, with great respect, sir, your most obedient, hum- 


ble servant, Grorcr Wasntnaron, 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 


Hoad-Quartors, Cambridgo, Jnnuary 5, 1776, 
(Parole, Hancock.) (Countersign, Aiama.2 

The Majors of Brigade to order the Adjutants to be 
exact and punctual in making their weekly returns of the 
strength of cach regiment; also, a separate return of the 
numbers inlisted in the course of Inst week, at orderly time 
to-morrow: ‘She weekly returns to be according to the form 
lately sent by the Adjutant-General. i 

The regimentals, which have been made up, and drawn 
for, may be delivered to the respective Colonels, by the 
Quartermaster-General, to the order of those Colonels, 
who drew them at such prices as they have cost the Con- 
tinont, which is much cheaper than could otherwise be 
obiained, As nothing adds more to the appearance of a 
man, than dress, and a proper degree of’ cleanliness in his 
person, the General hopes and expects, that cach regi- 
ment will contend for the most soldicrlike appearance, Ho 
is, also, very desirous of having the men instructed, as 
speedily as possible, in all parts of their duty, and recom- 
monds it to all tho Colonels, to be very careful in tho 
choice of their Non-commissioned Officers; antk to their 
Captains, to divide their companies into small squads, ap- 
pointing a Sergeant and Corporal to each, from whom the 
atnost diligence is expected. Those Sergounts and Cor- 
porals aro by no means to suffer the arms and accoutre- 
ments of any wan, in their squads, to be dirty, or unfit for 
use; and, as far as in thom lies, to make the mon appear 
nent, cloan, and soldicrlike. Neglect of duty, in these in 
stunees, they may rely upon it, will reduce them to the 
ranks. Theso orders are not intended to oxempt the Com- 
missionod Ofticers of the companies, from the strictest 
attontion to these things; on the contrary, as it serves to 
show tho Genernl’s solicitude in having the men, and their 
arms, appear in the best order, it is hoped thoy will double 
their diligence. 

If Colonel Brewer inclines to accept tho appointment 
of Barrackmaster, ho is to praceod dircesly to discharge 
tha duty of that oflico; and, as tho fist business to be done 
in an army, ia with the Quurtermastor of each rogiment, 
he is to seo that the number of nien, for which cach barack 
was designed, aro immediately quartered therein, keeping 
tho rogiments together as much as possible, that overy tont 
may be delivered into the Quartermaster-General’s stare, 

he Rogimental Quartermasters, and their Sergeants, aro 
to cause proper necessaries to he ereetad, at convenient 
distances from the barracks in which their men are lodged, 
and see that those necessariug are frequently filled ap.’ Any 

erson who shull be discovered ensing himself alsewhire,: 
1s to bo instantly confined, and brought before a Regimen- 
tal Court-Martial, ‘They are to cause, also, tho filth and 
garbage about the barracks, to be removed and buried. In 
short, it is in a particular manner the duty of the Quarter-, 
master to see that tho barracks are kept clean and sweet, the 
victuals properly prepared, &c.; and, although it is the par- 
ticular business of the Quartermasters, and their Sergeants,’ 
to see this dono, it is equally necessary, and the duty of 
the other officers, to look into this business, as too muol 
care cannot be used in a matter where the health of the 
men so much depends upon it. 


Head-Quartors, Cambridgo, January 6, 1776, 


(Countersign, Chase.) * 
: 


(Pavole, Gerry.) 

Tho General is informed that a custom hath provailotl, 
at the main guard in Cambridge, of permitting prisonérs‘ 
to be absent upon their parole; he, therefore, orders a tottl* 
stop be putto this practice for the future. Any office? offend, 
ing hercin, will be immediately put in arrest, antl tried for 
disobedience of orders. Pe gtd bP in 2 Saeg 

The frequent application for flags at Roxbury, having 
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been found troublosomo, and, at the same time, attonded yengo tho insult which was east upon thom Inst night} for 
with inconveniences, Major-General Hard is requested to which reason the grealost vigilance and care is recommends 
suflor no more than one a week to go in, unless it be on eds and it also is recommended, thas the outposts be 
spocial ocansions, and this to happen on Tuesdays, at which always guarded by oxperienced officers and good soldiers, 


timo he will appoint a proper officer always to attend. who are to be considered in other duties. 
lace Tt is, algo, again and again ordered, that the man are nat 
Mond-Quartors, Cambridgo, January 7, 1776, suffered to ramble from, or lie out of tholr quarters, con+ 
feats Lech) (Comerstgt, Horr) tray to repented orders on this bond, and that their arms 


The Adjutant-Goneral will, this day, delivor to the Bii- gpd accoutrements bo always in order, 

gado Majors, the number of the new Articles of War 'To remove present doubts, and prevent future mistakes, 
necessary for each regiment, in thelr respective brigades; jt jg hoveby exprassly ordered and directed, that no persons 
and that no mistake in regard to the said Articles may pos- qo proceed to dischargo the duty of any office, without a 
sibly happen, each book is signed by tho Honourable John regular appointment, by commission from tha Congress, 
Leancock, Usq., President of the Continental Congress, wanant, or goneral order, from tha Commander-in-chief, 
and countersignod, upon the title pago, by FPélléam Ludor, No allowance will be made to any one who acts contrary to 
Esq, Judge Advocate of the Army of the United Colo- thig odor. All poisons, therefore, for theit own sakes, ave 
nies. _ desired to take notica of it, and govern themselves accord 

ingly, that no complaints may horenfer by pahibited for 


Vond.Quatteis, Cambiidgo, January 8, 1776, sorviees unwarranted. 


(Parole; Narrivot,) (Countersign, Johnson.) = 
St is exceedingly astonishing to tho General, that ho is Houd-Quartors, Cartridge, January 10, 1776, 
yet without those Retuins which were called for on the Ist — garete, Netzon.) (Countersign, Langdon.) 


and 8d instants, It is impossible that the business of an Ilis Excelloncy Genoin! Washington has been pleased 
army can be conducted with any degree of regulmity oF pro- to gppoint Mr, }¥ilHam Morony, Pravast-Marshal to the 
prety, where so much inattention prevails; and he desiies Army of the United Colonics, serving in tha Massachi 
that the Commanding Ofticers of such regiments as aro sets: Bay; ho is, therefore, in all things appartaining to 
conscious of their neglect, in the instances now referred to, ig oflice, to be considered and obeyed us such. 


will take notice, and be fully persuaded, that if those Re- ee 
turns are not made at, or before orderly timo to-morrow, Haad-Quartory, Cambrklga, January 11, 1776, 
Pat AR Vora nnder an arrest, and vied for (Parole, Mount Airy.) (Countersign, Calvert.) 


Hond-Quartore, Cambridgo, January 9, 1776, Houd.Quartora at Cambildgo, danuary n 1778, 

(Parole, Knowlton.) (Counterslgn, Charleatown ) All officers, non-commissionod officors, und soldiors, he» 

The Genoral thanks Major Knovlion, and tho officers longing to any of the regiments or corps of the Army of thg 
and saldiors who wore under hiy command last night, for United Colonies, mnder the inmnediato command of Bis 
the spirit, conduct and scerecy with which thoy burnt the Hxcelloncy General Mashington, who ae absent upon fur- 
houses near the enemy's works, upon Siudcer’s LEM, ‘ho lough, recruiting, or hy permission of their commanding 
Gonoral was in a more particular manner pleased with tho officers, me to join their respective regiments by the Ist 
resolution tho party discovered, in not firing a shot, as day of Jebruary voxt, If wy officor neglects to pay dag 
nothing betiays greater signs of fear, and loss of the sol obadienca to this order, ho will bo immadintoly eas: nivved 5 
diet, than to begin a loose, undirected, and unmoaning firo, and any non-commissioned aficers or soldiers oflunding 
from whence no good ean result, nor any yaluable purposes thorein, will be wied and punished ag deserters, 
answored, By 1s Fixcolloney’s command ; 

Tt is almost cortain that the cnomy will attempt to 1¢- Vonavio Gaens, Adjutant-Genoral, 


e 
General Return of the Army of the Unvenn Conanins, commanded by His Exeelleney Gronan Wastinaron, Lig, 
General and Commanderin-chigf, Head-Quarters at Cayman, danvany 8, 1776. 
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9, Golonol Varni 25) 13) 206} 13) 72 36} = 390 
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17, Colonel Iuntingdo: 
48, Colonel Phinney 
19, Colonel Wobb’ 
120, Colonel Arnol 
1, Golonal Ward's, 
22, Colonel Wyllya’ 
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125, Colono} Bond's... 
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27, Colonel [Hutchinson's 
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Horario Gares, Adjutant-General, 
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Return of the Artillery Regiment in the service of the 
Uniren Cononms, commanded by the Honourable 
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Return of the Militia who have consented to rema 
the Army till the last of this month, January, 1T 











Tlenny Knox, £sq,, Camnipan, January 6, 1776. 
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5 i i i Roxbury, January 16, 1776. ¥ 
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8] 3/3) 5/8] el al ela] a Total reve s+0+130/57/85|97] 1, 127] 
Progont, fit for duty} «| 2) 1) 9/20; 9ee) 1) 2 4 Tlonario Gares, Adjutant Gener 
On command... Te] -]-| 1] l-[-]-]- 
Siok, prasont, -feqe]-] Wepet-[-]- —_ 
Siok atont, refed a aele|e [Addition to the above by General Wasninaton 
Por one aJefepede]e]efe]efe as ie aa = 
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Four fnllethd, and not joined Captain William Verktug Cotonel Josoph Rocd'a, +f WU) 3) 8] 17] 24] 32} = B60) 
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Sum total of mone. ver Colonel Wyllys' j-}-] Al 12) 22) 14) 202 
Colonol Bailey's... J} 1) 1) dg 8] 23) 81] 24] 866 


Winrran Burbeck, 
Lientenant- Colonel of Artillery. 


NAMES OF ‘TILE COMMISSIONED OFTICERS IN TIE RNGIMUNT OF ARTILLERY, IN THN BERVIGK OF TIN UNITED COLO 
JANUARY 1, 1776, 
Field. Oficorae—Itenry Know, Colona; William Burbeck, Unt Lioutonunt.Colonol ; David Mason, 2d Lioutonant.Colonols John Crane, Lat] 





Tae Daaapsee le Danes Taunt ee ~ Tees ee wens ey sett arenesn i amenie et 
UAUTAING, QAPTAING LRU SENAN ES, TINS LIRUUENANIB. — [ BLUOND THRU PENANTS, BECOND LAEUTRNANT 
ete pt cecal att oeinant ae evaiinhey hy Uae sce Ns peace gs Fee ct ae och | cette a ad 
Badward Grats, . + Pen jainin Huai, «6» | thomas Randall, . Tlamy Wolla, - Danial Parker, 
Thomas Poarch, » » Wiliam Treadwell, » - | David Brinnt, . « John Tillio, + Tsniuk) Simmons. 


Jowwph Loving, 
‘Thomaa Vouo, + 
'Shomua Doan, 
David Preston, 
Thomaa Jackson, 
Tuna Faraival, 
Potor King, 
Joaoph Havago, 
Josuph Thonaa, 
Satnuol Shaw, - 


Oliver Biown, 
John Chandlor, 
'Vhomas Machin, 
Josoph Blake. 
John Ball. 

James Stools, 
"thomas Carnes. 
Samuol Daggot. 
Hardy Poireo, 
Joromiah Froeoman. 


Honry Burbuck,  - 
William Stovons, + 
John Welch Edos, 
Sumuel Trout, - 
John Bryant, - 


Thomnaa Wuito Foster, 
John Popkins, « 
Edw, Burbeck, 
William Porkins, 
Dimond Morton, 
Stoplion Badlam, 
Bliphalot Newall, 
William Dana, - 
Bbonozor Stovens, 
Jotham Drary, 


Map. Oficers—Abiel Loonard, Chaplain; Thomas Henley, Adjutant and Seoond Livutonant; David Bradley, Quartaimaster Willian Bustis, 
Suryoon, 


Ronjamin Frothinghan, 
Jotham Torton, « 
Rdwatd Rurmnoy, 

David Allon, 
Winthrop Sorgoant, 
John Jolmuon, ~ 
Thomas Soward, - 


Asa Rowron, 


Teano Paokard, 
Jonus Simmons, 
Davul Cools, 
John Slooman, 


ee 
re 
peewee tree 





eterteceeene 


Seer teen 


—— 


[Return of the Officars of the direst Regiment of Hoot (Riflomon) left blank] 


* 
NAMES OF WITH COYMISSIONED OBYICERS IN THE SCOND REGIMENT OF FOOT, IN WHD SERVICE OF WII UNITED 
cOLoniue, JANUARY J, 1776, 


J 


doutenant-Colonel; Nathan tale, Major, 


ce aaa 


ENSIGNE, 


Biald- Oficers.—James Reed, Colonal ; Isracd Gilman, 













OAD'TAING, FIRST LIRUTLNANT 





SECOND LINUTENANTS. 


rn 



























Pelatiah Whitemora. 
Sylvanus Reed, 
William Leo, 


Joseph Chyrchill, 
Mlijeh Clayes, ~~ 
Georga Aldrich, 


James Taggard, - - 
James Otis, 
‘Thomas Bofler, « 


Bara Town, 
John Jones, 
Lavi Spaulding, ~ 


~o# 








o- 






t 
2 






Jamos Wilkinson,- - + |'Thomas Grover, ~ - + |'Thompson Maxwell, -, - | Gillam Taylor. H 
Robert Oliver, + + ~ |Tsanc Farewell, ~ + - | Richard Coughlan, ~ - | Jonathan Emerson. 





Jacob Hinds, ~ 


se te 





Tsane Stone, Isnac Fryo, 


eo Davis, aie 
Benjamin Mann, - Samuol_ Pattingalo, Jonathan Collis, William Adrian Hawkins. 
David Place, « * Amos FEmerson, « Aaron [anson, Stephen Cartar, 
Staf-Oficers—LIlvackiah Smith, Chaplain; Ezra Green, Surgeon; Nathaniel Brood, Mate; James Otis, Adjutant ; 
Asacae L'vye, Quartermastor. 
4 NAMES OF TIT COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN TIN THIRD RLGINENT OF FOOT, 
Ficld- Offivers.—Ebenozer Learned, Colonel; William Shephard, Lioutenant-Colonel ; Ebenezer 





i 












sal 
Sprout, Major, 


‘ 














Se 
H OAYTAINS: 








“¥ 
FIRST LIEUTENANTS, 





SROOND LINUTENANTS, ENSIGNS. 





















George Webb, - 
Simon Learned, 
John Mayo, 
Caleb Keop, 
John Chadwick, 
John Carpenter, 
Nolson Phinany, Foxel Thomas, John Townsend, 
Thomas Fish, ~ John King, « Ebenezer Fiold. 


» Chaplain; . See Surgeon; . . + » Mate; Seek Bannister, Adjutant; 
Scottoway Whitcomb, Quartermaster, 


ad 


Jonathan Stone, 
William Moore. 
Scottoway Whitcomb. 
Jacob Bates. 

Martin Smith, 

Isracl Sacket, 


Seth Bannister, 
Benjamin Felton, - 
Reuben Slayton, ~ 
Asher Granger, 
Soth Smith, 
David Sacket, « 


{ 

Peter Harwood, 
Samuel Curtis, 

Tsaac Bolster, » 
Lebbeus Ball, - 
Nathan Peters, 

Warham Parks, 
Isanc Woods, ~ 
Asa Danforth, - 


Staff: O ficers.— 
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NAMES OF THE CO 


Eveld- Oficers—John Nixon, Colonel; Thomas Nivon, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Andrew Colburn, Major. 
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MMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE FOURTII REGIMENT OF FOOT, IN TUE SERVICE OF THY UNITED COLO~ 











CAPTAINS, 





FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


SECOND LICUTENANTS. 


ENSIGNS, 













Joseph Butler, - 
Micajah Gleason, - 
Ebenezer Winship, 
Jeremiah Gilman, 

Moses McFarland, 
Adam Wheeler, - 
Thomas Barnes, - 
Joseph Thompson, 


Silas Walker, - - 
James Kimball, 
Nathan Wheeler, 
Simon Sartivel, 
Joseph Wood, - 
Jonathan Hill, - 
Silas Bent, - 
William Toogood, 


a a] 
eT 


er rr 


John Sawyer, - - - 
Abel Holden, - - - 
Richard Buckminster, 
John White, - 
John Briggs, - - - 
Benjamin Haywood, - 
William Lemont, -  - 
Nathaniel Crittenton, - 


Warham Wheeler. 
Peter Cloyes, 
Mason Wattles. 
William Hutchings. 
Dudley Taylor. 
Ephraim Minot. 
Isaac Nichols. 
Epbrains Wheeler. 








Staff-Officers—Llezekiah Smith, Chaplain ; Benjamin Putnam, Surgeon ; Nathan Burnap, Mate; Abel Holden, 


Adjutant; John IW hite, Quarte:master, 


Potted 


NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE TIFTH REGIMENT OF FOOT, 


Field- Oficers.—John Starks, Colonel; Thomas Poor, Lieutenant-Colonel ; John Moore, Major. 








CAPTAINS: 
® 


FIRST LILUTENANTS, 


SRCOND LIEUTENANTS, 


ENSIGNS. 








George Reid, -  - 
Amos Monill, 

Daniel More, - - 
Joshua Abbott, - 
Elisha Woodbury, 
Samuel Richards, - 
Joho Hale, - - 
Silus Walker, -  - 


Staf- Oficers.—Noah Cooke, Jun., Chaplain; —-—~ Goss, Surgeon ; Josiah 


Michael McClary, 

Ebenezer Frye, 
Joseph Soper, - ~- 
Daniel Livermore, 
James McCauley, 

Thomas [ardy,  - 
Asa Cobun, - - 


Po er ee re oe 


tatrepeee 


Robert Barnett, 
Samuel Bradford, 
Abiel Chandler, 
John Patten, « 
Henry Perkinson, 
Jesse Car, = ~ 
Aaron Steel, = - 


sara 


rr ee 
ce ee 





Adjutant; Henry Perkinson, Quartermaster. 


Caleb Stark, 

Edward vans. 

Ephraim Colby. 

Timothy Blake, 

Thomas Richard, ‘ 





isane Wormer, 


Chase, Mate; Abiel Chandler, 


NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE SIXTIL REGIMENT OF FOOT, 


Field- Oficers.—Asa Whitcomb, Colone|; illiam Buckminster, Lieutenant-Colonel ; John Gizzard Frazer, Major. 


CAPTAINS, 


Lemuel Treseott, 

Daniel Whiting, - 
Aaron Haynes, - 
wie Bullard, 






Abner Cranston, - 
Jonathan Danforth, 
ases Soul, - ~ 


William Hutson Ballard, 





FIRST LIZUTENANTS, 


Elisha Brewer, - 
Nathaniel Cushing, 
Thomas Willington, 
Nathaniel Alexander, 
Joseph Perry, - - 
Joseph McNoll, - - 
Noah Allen, - - « 


Ce ee 





SECOND LIEUTLNANTS. 


John Kilbey Smith, - 
Abraham Tuckerman, 
Abraham Williams, 
Aaron Holden, « 
Samuel Blodgett, - 
Jonas Parker, - + 
Benjamin Pollard, 
William Winchester, - 








INSIGNS, 
* 


Jobn Mills, 

Isanc Barber. 
Josiuh Willington, 
Jacob Welsh, 
Nahum Wight. 
Joseph Williams. 
Charles Debauty. 


__{ Ebenezer Smith. 





Staff- Oficers.—Isaae Mansfield, Jun., Chaplain; David Townsend, Surgeon ; James Thatcher, Mate; Abraham 


Tuckerman, Adjutant; Charles Deharty, Quartermaster. 


NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN TUE §EVENTIL REGIMENT OF FOOT, 
Ficld- Officers.— William Prescott, Colonel ; Johnson Moulton, Licutenant-Colonel 3 Henry Woods, Major, 








CAPTAINS, 


t 
t 
| 
rs 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS, 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS, 


ENSIGNS, 





Wegh Maxwell, 
ohn Nutting, - 
Sarnnel Darby, 
Jonathan Nowell, 
oseph Moss, - 
Samuel Patch, 
Samuel Gilberts, 
Joseph Mores, 


sae eee ag 


ert ea tasy 


Benjamin Brown, - 
Eleazer Spoulding, 
John Williams, ~ 
Thomas Nowell, - 
Ebenezer Woods, - 
Joshua Blown, - 
Joseph Gilberts, - 
Zachariah Walker, 


vate sp par 


e 
Benjamin Ball, 
John Mosher, ~ 
George Maisdin, 
Nathaniel Soi tle, 
Jedefiah Sangor, 
Joseph Baker, 
Isanc Dodge, - 


rr ee 
Cr ee ee 


er 


William Taylor. 
Edmund Bancroft. 
Samuel Nason. 
Simeon Lord. 
William Nevens. 
Obadiah Withorell, 
Andiew Browor, 
Samuel Lawrence, 





Stag-Oficers-— , 


Chaplain ; John Hart, Surgeon ; Abraham P 
Samuel Nason, Quartermaster, 


arley, Mate; George Marsdin, Adjutants 
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NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFIOERS IN THE BIGUTI REGIMENT OF FOOT, IN THE SERVICE OF ‘THB UNITED COLO~ 
NIBS, JANUARY I, 1776. 


Weld- Officers.—Enoch Poor, Colonel ; John McDuffie, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Joseph Cilley, Major. 














CAPTAINS, FIRST LIEUTONANTS, SCOOND LILUTENANTS. ENSIGNS, 








Winborn Adams, ~~ 
Jeremiah Clough, — - 
Philip Tilton, - ~~ 
Benjamin Titeomb,  - 
Jonathan Wentworth, James Carr, -  - 
James Nortis,- - ~ Jonathan Frye, - 
Richard Shortridge, - Richard Weaie, - 
Frederick Mordaunt Bell, {James Mathes, — - 


Staff Officers.—Noah Cooke, Jun., Chaplain ; Caleb Greenleaf Adams, Surgeon; Hilliam Parker, Mate; Edward 
ar Parsons, Adjutant; Jeremiah Fogg, Quartermaster. 


John Colcord. 
Jonathan Eeath, 
Robert Pike, 
Enoch Chase, 
Samuel Nute. 


Zachariah Beal, - 
Thomas Lyford, - 
Benjamin Kimball, 
Wilham Smith, - 


Jevemiah Fogg, - - 
Edward Parsons, - = 
Joseph {Tuntoon, -  - 
Nathanie] McClintock, 
Jethro lend, - - - 
William Rowell, - Charles Glidden, 
Joshua Lovejoy, -  - Steven Abbot. 

Stephen Jones Thomas, - | Jacob Lowe. 


prayer as 








NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE NINTH REGIMENT OF LOOT. 
Pield- Officers.—James M. Varmun, Colonel ; Archibald Crary, Liewtenant-Colonel; Christopher Smith, Major, 
















CAILAINS, FIRST LIRUTENANTS, SECOND LIEUTLNANTS, ENSIONB, 





Noel Allon, = 
William Pottor,  - 
Johu Singer Dexter, 
Snmual Jissell, — - 
Isnnc [lolden, ~ 
Jaber Lane, ~ 
James Varnum, 
Timothy Tock, 





Ebenever Flagg, - - sm ee 
Elijah Lewis, ~~ 
Nathaniol Tawkins, 
Olivor Clark, «+ 
Thomas Cole,-  - 
John Lane, - «= 


Joseph Whitmarsh, 


Elijah Tall 
Chandler Bullingham, 


Micah Whitmarsh, 
Daniel Peace, ~ 
Clark Brown, - + 
Amos Crandall, - 
Thomas Henley, - 
Matthew Chambers, 


Moses Atkinson, 
Michael Molton. 


Joshua Read, - 
: Daty Jerauld, 


Jolin Gooch, - 








perare;das 
tors pte ee 
Pr ee er 
err t' vera 
eer eo oe toe 


. 





Staf’- O ficers.—Ebenceer David, Chaplain; John Singer Dexter, Adjutant; Clark Brown, Quartormaster ; Joseph 
Joslyn, Surgeon ; Daniel Brown, Mate. 


NANRS OF THT COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE SINTH REGIMENT OF Foor, 
Field- O ficers.—Samuel If, Parsons, Colonal; John Tyler, Lieutonant-Colonel ; Samuel Prentice, Major, 





OATTAINS. FINST LIYRVTENANTS, SECOND LIEUTENANTS: ENSIONS, 
. 




















Daniel Waite. 
—— Pendleton, 
Daniel Billings. 
John Balkley. 
Hemy Hill. 
Lemuel Cleft, 
David Dorrones. 
Benjamin Taskill, 


William Cleveland, 
Caleb Baldwin, - 
Daniel Collins, 
Kara Soldon, - 
James Day, - 
‘Thomas Avery, 
Knoch Reed, - 
Jesse Prontice, 


Richard Hewitt, - 
David Nevins,-  « 
Oliver Babcock, - 


Janos Chapman, + - 
~ |dJohn MeGregoro, « 


David I. Sill, - + + 
James Bldridgo, ~ + 
Christopher Darra, ~ 
Abraham Watrous,  - Ulisha Leo, ~~ 
Isano Gallop, - + = Stophen Kayes, + 
Christophor Fly, - = William Richards, 


Eboneser Brewster, Nathaniel Hall, ~ 


PAELLA) a Lia 
Staff Officers . . » Chaplain; Josiah Hart, Surgeon; Elisha Ely, Mate; James Day, Adjutant; Richard Sill, 
Quartermaster, 


Pr a ee 
ator a eaare 
err are: 

yee, ature 
a | 





NAMNHS OF TR COMMISSIONED OFFIORRS IN THE ELEVENTH REGIMENT OF FOOT, 
Field- O ficors.—Daniel Hitchcock, Colonel ; Ezekiel Cornell, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Isracd Angell, Major. 


¥ 
CAPTAINS, FIRST LIRUTENANTS, SECOND LIEUTENANTS, ENSIQNS« 























John Armstrong. 
Ebonezor West. 
Nathan Olney. 
Holloman Potter. 
John Thomas, 
Eliphalet Foster. 


- te ew om 


William Blodgott,- - 
Thomas Hughes, -  - 
William Bradford, Jun., 
James King, - « - 
Peter Donworth, -  - 
James Bridges, - - 


John Wyman,~ - 
John Blunt, - - 
William Blanchard, 
William Mills, - - 
William Allen, = 
Stephen Olney, + 
Ephraim Sawyer, - Cyprian Sterry, = 

Ebenozer Fich, - Christophor Hopkins, 


Staff-Oficers—Oliver Noble, Chaplain; Samuel Tenny, Surgeon; . . - - « Mato; William Bradford, Jan, , 
Adjutant; Cyprian Sterry, Quartermaster. 


Jeremiah Olney, + 
William Yew,» + 
Stephon Kimball, - 
Trancis Symonds, « 
ie aie oo 
oggeshall Olney, 
Ephrata Dower. - 
Joby Spurr, «+ 


wr are 


. 


4 


tere vee sg 


Ar eee re ee meer ee, 


Srprraetes 
i ee 2 
ee ee | 


yea? 
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NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE TWELETH REGITENT OF YOOT, IN TILE SURVICH OF THE UNITED COLO- 
nizs, sanuary 1, 1776, 


Ficld- Officers. ~Moses Little, Colonel ; William Henshaw, Lioutonant-Colonol ; James Collins, Major. 








CAPTAINS. FIRST LIEUTENANTS, SECOND LIEUTENANT. ENSIGNSs 


























Incob Gerrish, 
John Baker, - 
Gideon Parker, 
Nathaniel Wade, 
Ezra Lunt, =~ 
Abraham Dodge, - 
Nathaniel Warner, 
Benjamin Perkins, 


William Searl. 
Samuel Proctor. 
Benjamin Gould. 
William Littlofield. 
Nathaniel Mitchell. 
William Story. 
Jonathan Woodman. 
Amos Pearson, 


Amos Atkinson, 
Caleb Lambson, 
Moses Kent, - 
Joseph Hodgkins, 
Stephen Jenkins, 
James Lord, - 
John Burnham, 
Silvanus Smith, 


Staf- Officers. Oliver Noble, Chaplain; Elisha Story, Surgeon; . . « « « Mate; Dudley Colman, Adjutant ; 
John Cary, Quartermaster, . - 


Samuel Hughes, 
Joseph Fisk, - 
Jared Smith, - 
John Cavy,- - + + 
Nathaniel Montgomery, 


eas 


Enoch Parsons, - 
Daniel Collins, ~ 
Dudley Colman, - 





Cr er 
bre poeuet 
sat ane ae 


reap eau 








NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE THIRTEENTU REGIMENT OF FOOT. 
Figld- Officers.—Joseph Road, Colonel; Ebenezer Clap, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Calvin Sinith, Major. 
















CAPTAINS. FIRST LIEUTENANTS.» SECOND LIEUTENANTS. ENSIGNS. 








Ames Walbridge, - 
Oliver Pond, - - 
Edward Seagraves, 
Andrew Peters, - 
Samuel Payson, - 
Samuel Warren, - 
Oliver Soaper, = - 
Moses Knapp, - 


Nathan Goodall, - 
Elias Bacon, - - 
Joseph MoCumber, 
Isaac Warren, - ~ 
John Holden, - - 
Japhet Daniels, - 
Thomas Williams, Rufus Barney. 
Peter Taft, - - {Benjamin Pike. 


Staf-Oficers— . . « « | Chaplain; Seth Ames, Surgeon; Joseph Adams, Mato; Benjamin Read, Adjutant ; 
Adams Chapin, Quartermaster. 


Bethuel Washburn, 
Ezekiel Plymton, - 
Thaddeus Read, + 
George Whipple, - 
Levi Lindy, - - 
Benjamin Read, - 
Abijah Lincoln, + 
Gideon Macumber, 


Jobn Trotter. 
Oliver Rouso. 
Robert Muzzy. 
Benjamin Walker, 
Jacob Goldthwwaito. 
Adams-Chapin, 


Pi et es ee Se 
tan basa et 
woyos a tee 
| 


eas ht hee 


— 


NANES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE FOURTEENTH REGIMENT OF FOOT. 
+ Field- Oficers—John Glover, Colonel ; Gabriel Johonnot, Lieutonant-Colonel ; 7Villiam Lee, Major, 


a 


FIR§T LIEUTENANTS. SECOND LIEUSENANTS. ENBIGNS, 
2 


Edward Archibald, 

William Bubier, - 
Joshua Orne, ~  - 
Robart Williams, - 
Nathaniel Clarke, - 
William Groves, ~ 
Robert Nimblet, - 
Theophilus Monson, 





CAPTAINS, 











William Courtis, - 
Thomas Grant, 
John Glover, - 
Joseph Swasey, 
Nathaniel Bond, 
| Joseph Lee, ~ 
Moses Brown, 
Gilbert Wayner Speckman 


Thomas Courtis, « 
Ebenezer Grovos, 
Marston Wattson, - 
Thomas Fosdick, « 


- James Foster, 
Seward Leo, « + » 


John Clark. 

Jolin Allen, 

Robort Wormsted, 

Joramiah Reed, 

Samuel Gotehvil. 

William Hawks. , 


ev. ana 


Joseph Stacey, 
John Wallis, ~ 
William Jones, 


Cr a 
pret e eae 


ea 








Siqff-Oficers— . . . Chaplain; Isaae Spafford, Surgeon; . . . « Mato; Zhomas Fosdick, Adjutant }, 
‘ Joseph Stacey, Quartormaster. 


NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE FIFTLENTH REGINENT OF FOOT, 
ield- Officers. + H i 
Field- Officers;-John Patterson, Colonel ; Seth Read, Lientenant-Colonel ; Llenry Sherburn, Major. 











CAPTAINS, 
i 


Pen Noble, ~ 






FIRST LInUTENANTs, __|' 





SECOND LIEUTENANTS, ; ENSIGNS, 





Solomon Martin, ~ 
John Pennoyer, ~ 
Jechiel Jackson, - 
Jergmiah Littlefield, 
Joshua Traston, - 
Nathan Lord, «  « 
Jeremiah Miller, - 
Robert Davis, -  - 


ane ae a Ranh 
Stuf’ Officers. —David Avory, Chaplain 5 Timothy Child, Surgeon ; Jonathan Lee, 
“ ' Gerrard Feich, Quartermaster. 


William Aug, Patterson, - 
Thomas McKinstry, - 
Peter White, - - - 
Samuel Chapin, 
John Bacon, - 
Joseph Welsh, 

William Walker, 
~_| Edward Cumpston, 


Mathias Hall. 
"| Gerard Fitch. 
David Johnson, 


ohn McInstry, : 
« {Samuel Stevens, 


amuel Sloan, ~  « 
Samuel Sayer. ~ 
William Wyman 
‘Ebenezer Sullivan}. 
Moses Ashley, - .- 
Theodore Bliss, ~ 


Belcher Hancock, i 
Joseph Johnson, : 
Job Breit 

John Arnold, 


Mate; William Walker, Adjutanss « 


rr denny 
ort eaa 
rr eT 
Cn en a) 
yer earay 
a2 t ty page 








rye 
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: 
NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE SIXTEENTH REGIMENT OF FOOT, IN THE SURVICE Of Mi UNITED 
COLONIAS, JANUARY 1, 1776, 


Fidld. Oficers.—Paul D. Sargeant, Colonel; Michael Jackson, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Jonathan TF. Anstin, Majors 
1 











OAPTAINS, FIRST LIEUTENANTS, SECOND LICUTENANTS, ENSIGNS. 








Isaiah Fuller. 

Josinh Monroe. 
Matthew Macumber, 
Thomas Hartshorn. 
Benjamin Snow. 
Osgood Carleton, 
Richard Welch. 
Aldrich Wyley. 


Staff’ Officers — 4 4 4» Chaplain; John Homans, Surgeon; . . « « Mate; Peter Dolliver, Adjutant ; 
Osgood Carleton, Quartermaster. 


Frederick Pape, 
William Scott, 

Asa Barnes, ~« 
John Vinton, - 
James Perry, - 
i Jomes Keith, -  - 
Thomas Farrington, 
John Wyley, - - 


Isaac Fuller, - - - 
Lemuel Holmes, - - 
Ephraim Cleveland, - 
Silas Hollis, - - - 
Jonathan Drowne,  - 
David Chandler, ~~ 
Nathaniel Doubleday, 
William Scott, - - 


+ | Zachous Thayer, - 
- |Aaron Stratten, - 
+ |Ichabod Houlbrook, 
- | Peter Dolliver, - 


David Thomas, - 
Moody Dustin, - 
Timothy Whiting, 


cae Det es 1 ae a 
Cr er 
] 
rete tr pee 








NAMES OF TITE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE SEVENTEENTH RUCINENT OF FOOT. 
Field- O ficers.—Jedediah Nuntington, Colonel ; Joel Clare, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Elihu Humphreys, Major. 





a 













CAPTAINS, FIRST LIEUTRNANTS. SECOND LIEUTENANTS. ENSIGNS. 














Abram Tyler, - + 
Caleb Trowbridgo, 
Joseph Jewitt,  - 
| Jonathan Brewster, 
Onis Bissett, « ~ 
Blihu Hubbard, - 


Solomon Orentt, ~ 
Acbediah amu, 
Jabez Fitch, - - 
Simeon [untington, 


. Aavon Wale, -  - 
- | Abrahan Weight, - 


Thomas Fanning, - 
John Harris, - + 


- Cornelius [iggins. 
Ebenezer Perkins, + 


- Anthony Bradfurd, 
e John Kinsman, 
- Joshua ‘Tracy. 
. Salomon Makepance, Joseph Chapman, 
= ‘Thomas [aydon, - liha Lyman, 


Timothy Percival,  ~ Nathaniel Gove, - Simeon Nowell, « Joel Gillet, 


Ebenezer Fitch Bissett, William Peck, — ~ | John Humphreys, Moses Goodman. 
Sta! Oficers,—John Elis, Chaplain ; John Waddo, Surgeon ; Silas Holmes, Mote ; [Pillian Peck, Adjutant; Thomas 
Fanning, Quartermaster. 


Jonathan Gillet, - 


re 
prepress & 





yer se sae 


NAMES OF ‘CHE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE KIGITENNE REGIMENT OF YOO. 
y 7 ° . 1 
Ficld-Oficers—Edmund Phinney,Colonol; Samuel March, Licutonant-Colonel ; Jacob Brown, Major. , 


sctommeminacmte in at Bore 2 pean: ptseute mettre ee seer ses ets eee meres see eee 













CAITAINS, FIRST LIEUVENAN TS. SECOND LIDUTENANTS, | ENSIGNS, q 





Wentworth Stewart, 
Hart Williams, = + 
Jolin Riso, + 
Abraham Tyler, 
Tobias Fernald, , . - 
Jovemiah Hill, - William Boden, ~ Moses Banks, - + Samuol Stubbs, 
Silas Wild, « Daniol Morrill, — - William Frost, ~ John Pray. 
Nathan Watkins, - Silas Burbank, = Jacob Lyon, - - Peter Brown, 


Staff Oficers— . . . » Chaplains Samuel Adans, Surgeon ; John Spraguo, Mato 3 George Sinithy,Adjut H 
= ‘Moses Banks, Quartermaster. 


Archelaus Lawis. 
John Perkitis, 
Austin Alden, 
Solomon Marsowey, 
Tlenry Sowell. 


Jonathan Sayer, ~ 
William McClannon, 
Bartholomew York, 
Ilisha Mersowoy, 
Jamos Donnell, 


Josiah Jonkins, + 
Caroy McClomen, 
Crispus Graves, ~- 
Fdward Millickin, 

George Sinith, 


tate 





ers rt sae 
ert rt tease 
S22 tartar 
Pe rr ee 
tat sa tae 
tort at cas 


NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE NINETEENTI REGIMENT OF FOOT, 
Field. Officers — Charles Hebb, Colonel ; Street Tall, Lieutenant-Colonel; John Brooks, Major. 


ave 

















° ; 
ris? LIEUTENANTS, 














CAPTAING. SECOND LIEUTENANTS, ENSIGNS. 








7 
Joseph Halt, . 

athaniel Tuttle, = + 
Edward Shipman,” + 
Tsnac Bostwick, - - 





Josoph Allon Wright,  - 
Bhi Catling» - + 
John Yates, -« + 
Samuel Hurlbut, - 
Charles Pond,~ - 
Robert Lewis, - 


Rouben Scofield, + 
Jesse Grunt, - -° 
Nathan Whittlesoy, 


7 Stephen Botts, 
Elisha Bostwick, - - 


Amos Johnson. ae 
Selah Benton, Shy 
Amos Bostwick, ma 

William Smith, fyi 
iL Sohn Bull. bot BH 

William Hull,- - John Shumway, William Clark, - Charles Whittlesey.) °°", 
Nathan ‘Hale, - Alpheus Chapman, John Elderkin, — - George Hurlbut,’ ° 


Staff: Oficers— . . . Chaplain; Francis Pogues, Surgeon ; —— Rossiter, Mate; Charles Webb, Juti., Adjutant ; 
Jolin Elderkin, Quartermaster. 
Fourru Sertes.—Vot, tv. Al 















: 


| 






Peter Perrott, ~~ 


: Samuel Sandford, - 
ti Leavensworth, 


Charles Webb, Jun., 


Part pag gn 
Pah or t bots 
errr ae 

Pr er er ee 
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NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE TWENTIETH ROGINENT OF FOOT, IN THN SERVICE OF TIM UNITED 
coronins, sanuany }, 1776. 


Field-Oficers— . . . « Colonel; John Durkee, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Thomas Knowlton, Major. 


















CAPTAINS, FIRST LIEVTENANTS, ~ SLCOND LIEUTENANTS. ENSTQGNS, 














Bayant Brown. 

Waters Clark. 

Benjanin Durkee, Jun, 
Timothy Cleveland. ‘ 
Silas Goodale. 

Joho Buel, 

John Alden. 

John Duikee. 


Nathaniel Webb, 
Ebenezer Gray, 
Daniel Tilden, 
James Sprague, 
Samuel Biown, 


Nathaniel Bishop,  - 
John Waterman, - + 
James Holt, - ~ - 
Renjanin Durkee, - 
Seth Phelps, - - - 
John Keyes, - - Wilham Adams, Josiah Fuller, = - + 
Wills Clift, - - Daniel Putnam, Jonathan Woodworth, 
John Robertson, - Beiiah Bell, Robert Hallam, - - 


Staff Officers —~Abiel Leonard, Chaplain; John Spalding, Surgeon; . + + + Mate; Danijel Lildeg, Adjutant ; 
Ebenezer Grey, Quartermaster. 


Ephraim Manning, 
Jedediuh Waterman, 
Thomas Dyer,  - 
Thomas Grovenor, 
Stephen Brown, - 


pert etre 





tee ar rae 
pa beep eas 
Ce ee er 
parr enene 


Ce ee ee 





NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE TWENTY-FIRST REGINENT OF FOOT, 
Field- Oficers.—Jonathan Ward, Colonel; Benjamin Tupper, Lieutenant-Colonel; . 6. Major. 


—— _ 




















CAPTAINS. FIRST LIEUTENANTS, SECOND LIEUTENANTS, LNSIGNS, 








Josiah Fay, - 
James Millen, - 
Daniel Barnes, 
Jonas Hubbard, 
William King, 
Samuel Bartlett, 
Eal Clapp, - 
{Jonathan Allen, 


Ebenezer Cleaveland, 
Nahum Wad, - 
William Boyd, 
Elihu Lyman, - 


~ Baxter How, - 
+ [Job Alverd, - 


Sanwel Shelden, 
James Hat, ~ 
Obadiah Mann, 


Fi Jonathan Champney. 
- | William Watson, 


Samuel Claflin, 
Uenry Brigham, 
John Kennedy. 
Simeon Hubart, 
Samuel Allen, - Daniel Johnson. 
Josse Sturtevant, 
Joshua Benson, 


William Ashby, 
George Dunham; Samuel Fdred. 
Jacob Pope, ~- Fliha Root. 


Staff-Oficers~ . . « . Chaplains Stanuel Crosby, Surgeon; William Prentice, Mate; James Wart, Adjutant; 
William Boyd, Quartermaster. 


tren agree 
ear at eee 
Bote trans 
evs rrr ae 
aap ts teas 





~—m 


7 NAMRS OF THU COMMISSIONED OFFICERS JN THE TWENTY-SECOND REGIMENT OF FOOT, 
Peele Officers —~Samuel Wyllys, Colonel, Rufus Putnam, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Levi Wells, Major, 





OAPTAINS, 





e 
FIRST LIEUTENANTS, SECOND LIEUTDNANTS, FENSIGNS, 





Richard Duff, 
Benjamin Adams, 
Thomas Phelps. 


veeeeee Promoted, | Henry Champun,- - aie 
~ = {Jonathan Heart, 


Abel Pettibone, - - ~ ) Nathaniel Humphrys, 
Jedediah Hyde, - - - | Ebenezer Huntington, 
Ezckiel Scott,~ - - + | - - 

Ebenezer Sumner, - - | Robert Warner, ~ 


Wairen Huntley, ~ 
Jonathan Pettibone, 
Eliphalet King, ~- 
Dadley Wright, 
Roger Tooker, 
Charles Butler, 
Elias Stillwell, 

Bezulled Ackloy, - 


Hezekiah Uubbard, 
Charles Miller, 
Thowns (ander, 
Samuel Richards, * 


rere 


Samuel Wright,  - Stephen Gaadrick, 
Hezekiah Holdridge, Charles Whiting, « 
Amasa Mills, ~~ Marcus Cole, ~~ 


Staff Oficers,—John Ellis, Chaplain ; Beardsley, Surgeon; John Richard Watrout, Mate; Charles 
; Whiting, Adjutant; Simeon Belding, Quartermaster. 





pase et pe 


Veca 








— 


NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE TWUNTY-THIRD RNGIMUNT OF FOOT. 
Field- Oficers.—John Bailey, Colonel; John Jacobs, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Jostah Hayden, Mojor. 

















oo — repttnn corres tore teats 
OAPTAINS, FIRST LIEUTENANTS, BECOND LIBUTENANTS? ENSIGNS, 
- 4 < fost nn—eat eaten | 
Pelég Wadsworth, Seth Diew, - Nathan Sears, -  - Robert Bradford, 
Jobs Bridgham, - Edward Spariow, Joghua Thomas, - John Bridgham, Jun, 
Samuel Bradford, - Judah Alden, - Samuel Loring, ~ Joseph Wadsworth. 


Joshua Jacobs; > 
Bleazer Hainlgn, '- 
William Reed, © - 
Elijah Crooker, - 
Jacob Allen, - - 


Atwood Matt, - 
Isano Pope, - 
Prince Stetson, 

;| Abner Hayward, 
Amos Shaw,  - 


Zachariah Watkins, 
Charles Church, ~ 
John Leavet, ~~ 
Adams Bailey,  - John Cotton. toatl 
Luther Bailey, —- Job Biyant, ' bly 


Stapf Officers. . . . « Chaplains Lemuel Cushing, Surgeon; John Thomas, Mate; Joshua Thomasy 
i Adjutant; Luther Bailey, Quartermaster, 


or er ee 


Thomas Weeden, 
Benjamin Shaw, 


so 
4 


‘ 


% 


oe ek eee er 
evr rr tae 
sey her ee 


to. 





aorta tet 


« | Thomas Webb. 


paar t)res 








¥ 
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7 
NAMES OF IIE COMMISSIONED OLMOERS IN TUE TWENTY-FOURTIT REGIMENT OF FooT, IN THE SERVICE OV ‘tILE 
UNILED COLONIES, JANUARY 1, 1776, 


Field- Officers. John Greaton, Colonel ; Joseph Vose, Lieutenaut-Colonel; Jonathan Loring, Major. * 




















— Say 
CAPTAINS. FIRST LIEULLNANTS. SECOND LIDUTENANTS. ENSIGN: 

Elijah Voso, - - + - |Aaton Paino, - - - + | Nathan Rico,- ~ - - | Benjamin Talbolt. 

Willinm Bent,- - - ~ | Matthew Faifield, - - |{saiah Bussey, - - - | William Kikpatick. 

Edwaid Payson Williams, |Samuel Foster, - - - |John Lucas, - - - - | Thomas Cheney. 

Joseph Guild,- - - ~ jJohn Gay,- - - ~ - | Joshua Gould, - ~- - | Eliphalot Thorp. 

Moses Whiting, - - ~- | Daniel Pillsbury,- - - |PeterPage, - - - - |John Jones, 

Charles Cushing, - - - | Nathaniel Niles, - - - | Benjamin Benls, - - - |John Lincoln. 

Abner Cialis, - - - - |Joseph Williams, - - - | Bill Vose,- - ~ - + [Samuel Wales. 

Jacob Goold, - - - + [Elijah Shaw, - - - - | William Harmon, - ~ - | En Cushing, 
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- Adjutant; Bill Vose, Quartermaster, 
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Jedediah Thayer, 
Joshuw Swann, - = - | Abraham Llant, 
Peter Hobert, - Jonathan Clark, 
+ | Nathan Smith, John Georgo, « 
Nathan Eaton, - ~ ~ [John Venzto, - 
+ {Jacob Uasking, - - Job Sumuor, « 
- {Solomon Bowman, - John Peckins, « 
Benjamin Warren, William Curtis, 


James Berry. 

‘Thomas Hunt. 

Jobu Pownall. 

- | Isanc Gage. 

- {Elisha Cox. 

Chales Ward, 

Thomas Mushall. 

Josiah Cotton, | 


Stal Oficers.—Ebenezer David, Chaplain; John Pitcher, Surgeon ; TPilliam Vinal, Mate; Abraham Tunt, Adjutant, « 
John Peckins, Quartermaster. 
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Isano Sherman, « Calob Robinson, - - + | Mienh Loit, - - ~ ~ | Ebenezer Light. 
John Wood, » « «= » |Abraham Child, « - + [Nathan Dix, - - ~ ~ | Sylvanus Wood. 
Barnabas Dodge, - Joseph Choaver, Josoph Knight, + - ~ | Joseph Medes. 
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Enoch Putmam, + - - {Job Whipple, - - -*+ [Benjamin Gadner, - - |John Tucker, ' 
Nathan Broyne, - - - | Thomas Nowalbe: - » (Thomas White, » + - {Gibson Clough. H 
Join Lowe, + - ~ » |{Nathanicl Cleaves, - - | Joseph Merrick, - - - | Luke Roundy, k 
Addison Richardson,- « | Francis Cox, - - - - |David Poor, - = - + [Jeremiah Putnam.  ; y? 
Billy Porter, - ~ + » |Onftieild White, - - - {Samuel Cutter, - - ~ | Eliphalet Perley. yf oy: 
| John Baker, - + + ~ [John Paivee, - ~ - - |Jonathan Tiash, - - - Pat 
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Stal Oficers—Isage Mansfield, Jun., Chaplain; Lhomas Welch, Surgeon; Nathaniel Oliver, Mate; ‘Gis bee 
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So THE SOLDIERS OF MASSACTIUSETTS+BAY, WHO ARE NOW 
IN ARMS AGAINST THD LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY. 
Boston, January 11, 1776, 


: 
My Fellow- Citizens: 
io rae been addressed, by the Gencial Officers of 
i the Continental Army, as fellow-soldiers, and with that in- 
-sinuating art which was designed to move your passions. 
Twould not diaw your attentions from it, provided you 
will devote your cooler moments to a dispassionate consi- 
deration of its subject-matter. ie 
Suffer me, on my part, to address you as fellow-citizens 5 
for I cannot have such dishonourable thoughts of you as 
ta suppose that, when you put on the soldier, you then 
‘put off the citizen, Citizens most of you were; you en- 
joyed the comforts of domestick life, you lately followed 
your different occupations, and reaped the profits of a quiet 
and peaceable industry ; and I hope in God that you may 
yet do it, without any disturbance to your innocent wives 
and children. Tut, in tho late courses of your lives, you 
must not only have given great uneasiness to your families, 
but, I dare to say, that all of you were not quite free from 
uneasiness in your own minds. I know, my dear coun- 
trymen, .that many of you have been diove to take up 
arms against your Sovereign and the laws of the happiest 
Constitution that ever human beings were blest with ; some 
through the necessities incident to human nature, and 
others by that compulsion which the malevolent and am- 
hitious arts of your leaders havo made necessary to de- 
ceive you with, in order to screen themselves from that 
vengeance which the injured laws of society had devoted 
them to. Many a tear of pity have I dropped for you and 
for the fate of my country; and many more tears I fear 
‘that { shall be forced to shed for the wrath which awaits 
you from an offended Heaven and an injured Government. 
Many of youy associates have already quitted the field of 
battle, to appear before that solemn tribunal, where the 
plea of the united force of all the Colonies will be of no 
avail, to biibe the judgment, or avert the sentence, of an 
offended Deity. Some of them, in the agonies of death, 
sent messages to their fiends to forbear proceeding any 
further, for they now found themselves in the wrong; 
otheis have repeatedly said, that an ambition of appearing 
soniething considerable, and that only, led them into re- 
bellion, ‘And the unhappy leader in the fatal action at 
Charlestown, (who, from ambition, only, had raised him- 
self fiom a bare-legged milk boy to a Major-General of the 
Army,) although the fatal ball gave him not a moment for 
‘yefleation, yet had said, in his life time, that he was deter- 
inined to mount over the heads of his coadjutors, and get 
to the last round of tho Iadder, or die in the attempt. Un- 
happy mar! his fate arrested him in his career, and he 
‘van now tell whether pride and ambition are pillars strong 
‘enough to support the tottering fabrick of rebellion. 
44, Bat, not to divert you from an attention to the Address 
+ QF your officers, 1 would, rather, wish you to weigh it with 
- exactness ; and) after you have so dong, if you then should 
think that it is better to trample upon the laws of the mild- 
est Government upon earth, and thiow off your allegiance 
to the most humane Sovereign that ever swayed a sceptre, 
and submit to a tyranny uncontrolled, either by the laws 
of God or man, then blame none but yourselves, if the 
aie should be fatally bad to you and to your 
ies, 


. Your officers, my countrymen, have taken great pains 
td sootl and flatter you, that you may not quit your posts 
aod forsake them, until they have accomplished their am- 
~tbitious and desperate schemes, « Your leaders know that 
A gthey have plunged themselves into the bowels of the most 
Wanton and unnatural rebellion that ever existed; they 
thinkgthat, by engaging numbers (o partake in their guilt, 
{hoy ahall appeat formidable, and that, by so numerous an 
ippéttince, the hand of justice will not dare to arrest 
thems Some'of you know that this argument hath been 
_ frequently urged; bot you must know that much superior 
Powets than this Continent can boast of, have been con- 
Lokal by that Government which you are now at war 

« With. ‘ a 
*:¥our officers tell you, that they have reduced the regi- 
ménte from thirty-eight to twenty-six, and assign, 93 a rea- 
~Sony that many officers, from a puny habit: of body, found 
Uieingelves incapable of fulfilling the duty of their station, 
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have been obliged to absent themselves from their posts, 
and, consequently, the duty has fallen very heavily upon 
those who remained, Whether this is a (ruo reason or 
not, some of you can tell, Be it so or not, why, then, 
not appoint others? Are none of you fit for officers, but 
those who absented themselves from their posts? You, 
generally, took up arms about the same time, and T dara 
to say, that many of you were as well qualified for com 
missions as those who left their posts. . : 

Another reason they sooth you with, for disbanding twelve 
regiments, is, that the vast expense of attending the muin« 
tenance of so many regiments might havo disabled the 
Continent from persevering in its resolution of defending 
their liberties, if the contest should be of any continuance, 
Surely, my countrymen, you cannot be deluded with such 
trifling pleas, Can this Continent, which undertakes to cniry 
on a war with the power of Great Britain, ba_vlarmed at 
a few millions of dollus? ‘Their resources a73" boundless, 
The issuing of paper money is easily accomplished ; and, 
while you cannot be compelled to take it, he Continent 
can never be disabled fiom persevering in its resolutions, 
Unhappily for them, they have discovered to you what 
will be much for ycur interest to know, viz: that the vast 
expense of this civil war will be a burden too heavy for 
the shoulders of you or your posterity to boar. , Considey 
that, already, three millions of dollars have been emitted 
iv paper, and that four hundred and thirty-four thousand 
dollars, equal to nine hundied and seventy-six thousand 
pounds, old tenor, is ussessed on tho Provinee of the Massa 
chusetts-Bay, to redeem their part; and how much more 
must be raised to carry on this annatural war, which wag 
commenced to gratify the pride and desperation of many 
of your leaders, time, alone, will discover. You have 
just entored the lists, but there is much yet to be done. 
To finish the mighty independent empire which they have 
planted for you, demands such resources as jt will require 
one century to sponge away, Most of you lave groaned 
under a tax of about two or three hundred thousand pounds, 
old tenor; but, when millions aro thiown into the scale, 
they will press you down, never to riso moro. 

our officers tell you, that men who are possessed of a 
vivacity of disposition, though brave, and in all other re- 
spects unexceptionable, are totally unfit for servico. ‘This 
is a new doctring, advanced to make good officers and sols 
diers. Itisa mystery, which I leave to that dulness and 
stupidity which your offices have complimented you with, 
to unravel, The moaning of it you ava best acquainted 
with; but it puts me in mind of what I have heard from 
the mouth of an arch traitor, who was disappointed in his 
expectations of the promotions of his noar relations, vist 
That the people were a sot of dd stupid agses, and wero 
fit only to be drove. 

You aro further told, that the present campaign is far 
from a hard one. How hard you have worked, and hoy 
much duty you bave done, you, yoursalves, can tell beat 
Many who have scon your labours, have thought them 
great; and I am much inclined to believe that you lave 
gone through some difficulty, especially when your oflicars, 
having forgot the popularity of this haranguo, almost in 
the next breath tell you, that the post you at prosent oo« 
cupy was fortified and secured by infinite labour. It is an 
old and just maxim, my; countrymen, that deceivers ought 
to have good memories. 

You are next addressed, in the invariable style, for years 
past, of newspapers and popular harangues, with the obuseg 
of Ministers and Generals, This may keep up yourspirits, 
fogaught I know. Townsmeeting o1atory, I know, hns fro« 
quently had this effect, tifl the spirit of it was ovaporated 
and then it flattened, s0 aso be quite insipid, ‘They bonst 
much of the attachment of Nova Scotta and Canada to 
what they call your intorest, us wall as of tho rest of tho 
Ceatinent. I give you one word of advico, and, as it ix 
from a book which, it is said, you are fighting for, so I sup 
pose that you will not totally disregard it, It is this: # Let 
ser ee ae es bonst ag ae that put 
met with, the same book says, i  icier, ee 

with, the same k says, that rebellion ig as the sin 
of witchcraft. It is so, my countrymen, in a double sense; 
for, in the first place, no person, but one who was bewituhed; 
would run the risk of engaging in a rebellion ; end, jarthe 
next place, (which is tha true meaning of the welds) *as 
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witchcraft is renouncing the authority of God Almighty, 
and applying to the Devil, so rebellion is withdrawing 
allegiance from a lawful Sovereign, overturning bis laws aud 
government, and joining with a power inimical to him. 
«You are also told that, as the Southern Provinces have 
ever placed the greatest confidence in your zeal and valour, 
they did not think it necessary to rnise any bodies in the 
other Provinces for this particular service. Do you be- 
lieve, my countrymen, that any of the Massachusetts ofi- 
cers were concerned in drawing this Address to you? If 
so, beware of them, before it is too late. I will not he- 
lieve it. It surely must be drawn by some of your foreign 
officers, whom you have disgraced yourselves by suffering 
them to command you, when you had men of your own Pro- 
vince who were, at least, equal to them, and who would 
have more naturally cared for you. But you may havo 
felt the ill consequenge of it even now, and it may be too 
late for roGféss. ‘The (rue English of it vans thus; ‘The 
Massachusetts have a different interest from the rest of the 
* Continent; they ave a set of brave, hardy dogs, and aie 
always encroaching upon their neighbours, and ought to be 
humbled; and, when we have established our indepen- 
dency, we shall havea much to fear from them. Let us, 
therefore, make them the meicenaiies; they will sacrifice 
every thing for money; we can pay them in paper, which 
uiey are so fond of; by engaging them for soldiers, they 
will got knocked in the head; their wives and children will 
be ruined; and, whon wo havo established our empire, we 
sholl hava nothing to fewr from them; they will become an 
easy proy to tho rest of the Provinces, and we can paicel 
them out among us as we may think proper. 

The remainder of your officers’ Address to you, I leava 
to your own remarks, It is so full of compliment and 
+flattery, in order to catch your passions, that L cannot help 
blushing for you; and if you aro caught by it, I shall then 
pity you, and you will blush for yourselves, 

That you may not plead ignorance, in justification of 

oursalves, in case the fite of war should be against you, 
Tull now lot you into the origin aud progress of the pub- 
lick disorders which, for many years past, have sickened 
the state of this Province, and, at last, hath terminated in 
@ most unnatural and ungrateful rebellion. Tam pore 
suaded, my countrymen, that you are ignorant of the trae 
rise of your disorders; tho aim of your leadets hath been 
to keep you in ignorance; they knew that your ignorance 
was thoi protection, fIad you known their views, you 
would not only have spurned at tha thought of overturning 
the Constitution, but | wuuirs to say, that some of you 
would havo dragged thom to the bar of justice, there to 
have recaived that punishment which now awails them, 
rand I wish that you, yourselvos, nay not be invelved in, 
as partakers in theiv crimes, ‘Tho history rans thus, and 
avery page of it is capable of ample proof, 

Know, thon, for many yeurs past, this Provineo hath 
Weon deoply immorsed in the smuggling business. Por- 
haps some of you are ignorant, though I am sure all of 
you are nat, of the moaning of smuggling business. I will 
tell you what it means; it is an importation of goods con- 
trary to the laws of the society to which we belong; it is 
adefrauding the King of those dues whiah the law hath 
gtanted to him, which fraud is equal, in criminality, to the 
injuring of a private person; it is a violation of the laws 
of Christianity ; it is injuring, and, perhaps, raining, our 
neighbour; in short, when it is thoroughly engaged in, it 
natutally tends, by degreos, to tho efthcing every senti- 
ment of virtue, ‘This is a description of the smuggling 
business; and it is here where 1.x the sudden rise of the 
present rebellion, 

1 Tnrorder to ovado those Inws against unlawful trado, 
thosdiwho were concerned in it, exorted themselves to de- 
feat them, ‘Unluckily for the Government, at that junc 
ture, a person, who had a long while been hunting der 
preferment, was disappointed of his game; on which, a 
friend of his, who was versed in the law, vowed revenge; 
he swore that he would set the Province in a flame, if he 
died in the attempt. He fulfilled his oath, and burnt his 
fingers, to such a degree, that he hath irrecovernbly Jost 
the use of them. Remember; my countrymen, that there 
js one sort of flame, that consumes not only a man’s pro-- 
perty, but also a man’s understanding; and ruins, very 
aften, his posterity, also. This man’s adroitness in law 
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was thought necessary to be engaged in the cause of de« 
feating acts of Parliament.. He was engaged, and he had 
shrewdness enough to start a thought which, artfully pure 
sued, hath, generally, its expected effect in. all popular 
commotions. He said, that it was necessary to inlist 0 
Black regiment in their service; the bait was snapped at, 
and many ministers of the Gospel, too, (loo many for 
the honour of tho Christian religion,) joined in the ery. 
The press then routed out its libels; the sacred desk, 
which ought to have heen devoted to the doctrines and 
precepts of the Prince of Pence, rang its changes on Go- 
vernment, and sounded the truupet of sedition and rabels 
lion, Boys, who had just thrown away their satclels, and 
who could scarcely read English, mounted the pulpit, and 
ventured to decide on matters which had puzzled the sages 
of the law. Nay, they could not be contented to decide 
controversies of law, in their haranguas to their-audionces; 
but must show their parts in their solemn addresses to the 
Supreme Being, telling Him who had boen guilty of murder, 
where the law had pronounced the supposed ciime to be only 
solf-defence ; and some of them even debased the sacred 
character, by setting on the rabble, in the publick street, 
to insult a person who was obnoxious to the leaders of the 
mob. At the same time, a notorious defaulter, who had 
pocketed a large sum of the publick moneys, in ordor to 
screen hinsself, took it into his head to mouth it for pas 
triotism; and, by artful wiles and smooth demeanour, he 
talked tho people out of their understandings, and pers 
suaded them to give him a discharge fiom the debt, on ace 
count of his patriotism, ‘This man, whom, but a day 
before, hardly any ove would have trusted with a shilling, 
and whose honesty they were jealous of, now became the 
confidant of the people, With his oily tongue, ha duped 
aman whose biains wee shallow and pockats deep, and 
ushered him to the publick as a patriot, too, He filled his 
hoad with impoitanee, and emptied his packets, and, as a 
reward, hath kicked him up the ladder, where he how pres 
sides over tho Twelve United Provinces, und where dey 
both aro at present phinging you, my cauntrymen, inlo tha 
depths of disuess.  Libortinism, riot, and robbery, soon 
became the eflects of this sort of publick spirit; houses 
were plundered and demolished; persons wore beat, 
abused, tarred and feathered; courts of justice wore in« 
sulted; the pillars of Government were destroyed; and 
no way to escape the torent of savage barbnrily but by , 
paying obaisance to the soversign mantatos of, a andh. 
Gavrrets wore crowded with paviots; meohaniokas anc lav 
yors, porters and clergymen, huddled promiscuously: intor 
thom; their decisions were oracular, and frown thenee they 
poured out their midnight reveries. "Chay soon determined 
to form an independent empire. Yos, my countrymen, E 
assure you that this independent empire, which you are 
now assisting those pretended patriots to crect, was formed 
above soven yenrs ago, though I dare say that most of you 
avo ignorant of the black design. And ono of the ee 
(pence be to his manes!) openly avowed it, aud daclarad 
that a valuation had been saa of tho estates in the tawh 
of Boston, which, he supposed, would be destroyed 
the naval power of Great Britain; and that allsthe fiat 
of licentiousness were to be reimbursed out of the estates 
of the friends to Governments bia 

The patriots wore determined to humble Great Britain ; 
and, aga (ist step, they promoted a Non-Importation Agrees, 
ment, at the same time that the wealthy and artful autong . 
them had larga quantities of goods by them, by:the ade 
vanced snlo of which they made fortunes, and ruined the 
small traders, ‘They promised to send their new-im ported 
goods back to Englaid ; and, instead tharcof, their trunks 
were crowded with billets of wood, shavings, and brick- 
bats, (to the eternal disgrace of this Province,) when they 
weie opened in England. Some of tho patriots carried 
about papers of subscription ngainst iinporting goods from 
England ; and washing-women and porters, in order sto, 
swell the list, mado their marks, (for write they paar 
that they would not import coaches or chariots from ho 
When they were told of the impropriety of suéh g.congasty 
and that the scheme would have no effeot, # replied, 
that they wore sensible of it, but Great Britg@vould be 
scared by it, ‘They hired mereenarias in 4 torcabal 
and write for.them, and rajse an institeection AWhen they 
were told that Great Britatn.would be‘ toused, they said 
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that she was not to be dreaded ; that she had neither men 
nor money; that there was more money in the Colonies 
than in England ; that, if she should resent it) the Colo~ 
nies would not pay her tho millions that were due to her. 
Not content with this insult, the General Assembly dis- 
‘avowed any observance of Acts of Parliament. Great 
Britain, with her usual fenity, pitied our infatuation, till 
slie was, at last, forced to send troops to support civil Go- 
vernment; those troops we were then to destroy, and we 
did our bést to destroy them, but felt the fatal consequence 
of? the attempt. Our violences at last rose to such a 
height, that injued sovereignty and an insulted Govein- 
fient have been roused to assert their authority, in order 
to carb as wanton and wicked a rebellion as ever raged in 
any Government upon eaith, 
a phos, my countrymen, { have very shortly stated to 
you, the rise and piogress of the present rebellion. 1 be- 
lieve that many, if not most of you, wee insensible of the 
ambitious views of your leaders, I do not think that you 
were so devoid of virtue as to rush into so horrid a crime 
at one leap ; for, jet me tell you, that it is the highest crime 
tHat a member of society can be guilty of, and the punish- 
ment annexed to it is nothing less than a forfeiture of estate 
and Jife, Your leadeis have deceived you into what they 
do not believe themselves ; they were desperate themselves, 
and they have involved you in their own just doom, They 
tell you your properties and religion aie at stakes your 
ministeis tell you so too; and I know that you are too apt 
to take all they say for gospel. But pray, what danger is 
your 1eligion in? Why, itis said, that Popery is established 
in Canada, and will be established here. No, my country- 
men! Popery isnot established in Canada, let your teach- 
ers and leaders assert it never so roundly; it is only in- 
dulged to the Roman Catholicks there. Your Continental 
Congress says God and nature have given them a sight to 
the enjoyment of their religion ; it is what they capitulated 
for with General Amherst ; it is what the just, the humane 
King George the Third, confirmed to them. ‘This is the 
King whom you so lately professed allegiance to, in oppo- 
sition to the Parliament; not considering that it was by acts 
of Parliament that the Crown was placed upon his head, 
atid ‘on the heads of his predecessors. It seems, indeed, 
that your leaders have more lately found out thatit is neces- 
gary to deny the authority of the King, as'they have been 
daring in denying that of his Parliament. Witness their 
lata Thanksgiving Proclamation, which concludes with a 
“God save the People,” instead of the heretofore invariable 
“God save the King.” Will it not suffice your leaders to 
. mock the King, but they must mock Heaven also? Read 
it over; view the cloven foot of one of your spivitual guides 
peeping out, whose pen fabricated the mockery, and whose 
“foot has many a time trod the recessos of rebellion with the 
abal, and I dare to say, that had it not been for his mole- 
ly. undérground cunning and priesteraft, that this, once 
ver-happy, but now miserably distacted Province, had not 
been so soon inyolyed in distress, 
T would ask you, also, my countrymen, how your pro- 
« perties are at stake? You will, doubtless, tell me, that acts 
of Parliament have been made to oblige you to pay duties 
_ Upon various articles. Be itso. Why then do you pur- 
chase articles that are to pay duties? “Why then did you 
nokyyatition, in a constitutional manner, to have those acts 
‘a U? ‘The British Parliament never assumed to them- 
wselves infallibility; and many a time have they repealed 
American‘acts, when they have been convinced that the 
enforcement of them was inconipatible with the mutual in- 
rterest, It is true, your leaders did petition ; but in such an 
unconstitutional manner, that it was below the dignity, and 
sboulrary to the system of the English Goverment, to hear 
such petitions ; and this your leaders knew must be the fate 
gout and this method they planned, in order to effect 
wale dependence, and maka themselves of that impor- 
4 eat you which they now appenr in, But you oan 
ace Ho Just plea for entaring so deeply into opposition 
against the parent stata. You may know, if you pleaso, 
that King Charles the Firat grinied to our ancestors a 
oharter ; ae may call it a,compnet, if you please, too; 
atid, if it be,so, the argument will be much against you; for 
! scompacted to pay duties afier a short term of 
you have been fulfilling your compact by pa 
ove.anhundred years past ; till of late, the 
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scandalous smuggling business ‘reared its front against the 
Jaws, and brought the state inlo its present distraction, 
You have been told, also, that your land was to he tnxell, 
and that you wera to be brought into Lordships. This, I 
know, hath been artfully propagated among you, and I dare 
assert it to he groundless, ‘There is too much justice and 
benignity in the English Government to advaneo such a 
scheme; and, supposing that they had it in their iden to do 
it, so violent an opposition ought to have been suspended, 
at least, till the schemo had been brought into action 5 tt is 
like one man’s cutting another's throat, lest the other might 
possibly injure his grandchildren. 

T am loath to detain you any longer, my countrymen, 
fiom sober reflection. For God’s sake, for your own sakes, 
for your wives’ and children’s sake, pause a moment, and 
weigh the event of this unnatural civil war, You havo 
roused the British Lion; you havo, incensed that Power 
which hath e1ushed much greater Powersffftin you can 
boast of, and hath done it without your aid too, Great 
Britain is not so distessed for men or money ns some 
would make you believe. Your conductfath raised the 
resentment of the greatest Powers in Exrope, and she may, 
if she pleases, se of their proffered aid. But your 
piiests and your leadcis tell you othorwise ; nnd 1 will just 
put the case, that, supposing Heaven in rightcous judgmont, 
should suffer you to conquer; lool forward then to the fatal 
consequences of your conquest. You will be conquerod by 
an army of your own raising ; and then your dreaded aleraty 
is fixed; the ambition and desperation of your leaders will 
then demand the fruit of all their toils, ‘Tun buck a few 
pages of the English history; read tho account of the civil 
wais of the last century; and view the hiumph, and absoluta 
sway of that tyrant Cromwell; he, like some of your loads 
ers, began with humoring the enthusiasm of tho times, nid 
ended the parricide of his country. Lot me suppose again 
as you vainly imagine, that this will not be the case, and 
that when you have conquered, you will thon bent all your 
swoids into ploughshbares; how long do you think it will 
be before you are obliged to chango sides, and beat on 
ploughshaes into swords again? You will thon have 
twelve or fourteen Colonies to form into an independent 
empire. Where then is to be tho scat of empire? Smoly 
the Massachusetis-Bay bath the best title to precedonce ; 
they begun the rebellion, and they have the best title to 
roward. Do yon think that the other Colonies cannot furs 
nish as aitful demagogues as this Province ean? Do not 
imagine that we wo tho men, and that wisdom js to dia 
with us. We shall be cantoned out into petty States; we 
shall bo involved in perpetual wars, for an inch ot two of 
ground; our fertile fields will bo deluged with blood 4 our 
wives and children be involved in tho horrid secna ; foreign 
Powers will stop in and share in the plunder that remning, 
and those who aro left to tell the story will bo reduced to a 
more abject slavery than that which you tow drond. » Cho 
Colonies aro too jealous of cach other to remain Jong inka 
state of friendship. ‘ 

T will now, my fellow-citizens, chango tho steno, to a 
more eligiblo view for your interest, aud suppose it possible, 
(though you do not think jt so,) that Great Britain ean 
conquer you, and that, insterd of being victors, you may be 
subjects again. You will then have the mildest Govorn» 
ment to live undor—a Government to be envied by the reat 
of mankind, and whose only unhappiness js, that it is too 
apt to abuse that libety which God and the Constitution 
hath blessed it with, She hath been loath to eall you con+ 
queied ; she hath, like an over fond paent, indulged your 
peevishness, and withheld her resentment until she hath felt 
the smart of her indulgence; she is now roused, but her 
resentment is tenipered with mildnass, Io whom you fare 
merly acknowledged for your Sovereign, diops the tour of 
pity for you, in his Into speech from the Throne—a speaoh 
so ‘tempered with paternal pily, Royal firmmess of mind, 
and sentiment of dignity, as distinguishes the speaker as tho 
father of his country, and the ornament of human nature. 
Clemoncy he is distinguished for; he is revered for hig 
humanity; but his soul is impressed with too much magnini+ 
mity to suffer his laws, and the rights of his subjects, to he 
trampled under the foot of rebellion; he holds out thd 
sceptie of mercy, that bright gem of his Royal dignity(or 
you to embiace ; but if you choose'to kiss tha rod of" hightee 
tice, be you yourselves witnesses thatrit -i4 hot hist cHoige, 
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Remember that Meaven punishes bat to save, Tho God 
of heaven hath repeatedly checked rebellion, and our own 
history confirms its defeats. Rebellion is so odious in the 
eyes of all rational beings, that it is for the universal good 
that it should be suppressed; it saps the foundation of moral 
yirtug, and, therefore, it is for the general interest that all 
nature should tise in aims against it; and I have not the 
Jeast doubt, that Providence will arrest it in its career. 
When that time comes, complain not that you were not 
foowarned, and bear your own punishment without mur- 
muring. 

That you may seriously reflect on your own impending 
fate, and the fate of your wives and innocent childien, 
before you tuke the deadly plunge, and that you may 
immediately retire from the precipice of ruin, is the fiendly 
wish of your follow-citizen, 4“, LZ. 


TO MESIECK WEARE. 
Portemouth, January 1!, 1776. 
Dean Sim: As the Committee chosen yesterday, by this 
town, are just going to Eveéer, with a petition and remon- 
btranee to the Congress, against their proceedings, | thought 
T would just inform you of it, for I think it gives a sill 
cast to all their doings. 1 hope they will not comply with 
their request. Tho objection was first started in the Com- 
mitteo, at the Work-Llouse, the night before last, and the 
town-meeting called yesterday. ‘Tho meeting was very 
thin, not above forty or fifty persons in it; every ona in tho 
mooting voted for it, though, I believe, they were actuated 
fiom different motives, ‘hey voted to send circular letters 
to all the towns, that they may remonstrate likewise, Tt was 
proposed, J think, by designing men, on purpose to make a 
tivision in the Colony, aud J believe will g6 near to oftect 
jt, unless the wisdom of the Congress prevent it, 
Lam, &e., Venrras. 


bon 


INSTRUCTIONS TO MARYLAND DELEGATES IN CONGRESS, 


Jn Convention, held at Annavonis, i Manynann, Janue 
any IL, 1776. 


To the Wonourable Matthew Tilghman, Fisq., Thomas 
Johnson, Jun., Robert Goldsborough, Wilkam Vaca, 
Samuel Chase, Thomas Stone, Robert Alexander, und 
John Rogers, Esquires. 

Tho Convention, takjng into their most sorious consi- 
deration the prosent state of the unhappy dispute between 
Great Britain and the United Colonics, think it proper to 
deliver you their sentiments, and to instruct you in certain 
points, relative to your condugt in Congress, as Represon- 
tatives of this Province. 

‘The oxpericnce wo and our aneestors have had, of the 
mildnass and equity of tho Bigs Constitution, under 
which wo have grown up to, und enjoyed a state of felici- 
ty, not exceeded among any people we know of, until the 
grounds of the present controversy wero Inid by the Mi- 
nistry and Parliament of Great Britain, has most strongly 
endearad (o us that form of Government from whence 
these blessings linve been derived, and makes us ardently 
wish for a reconcilfuion with the mother country, upon 
terms that may ensure to these Colonies an equal and per. 
manent freadom, 

To this Constitution we are attached, not merely by 
habit, but by principle, being in our judgments porsuaded 
it is, of all known systems, best calculated to secure tho 
Viberty of the subject-—-to guard against despotism on the 
one hand, and licentiousness on the other, ‘a 
sclmpressed with these sentiments, wo warmly recommend 
to you, to keep constantly in youy view the avowed end and 
purposs for which these Colonies originally associated— 
the redtass of American grievances, and securing tho rights 
of the Colonists, ° 
* As upon the attainment of those great objects, wa shall 
think it our greatest happiness to be thus firmly united (0 
Great Britain, we think proper to instruct you, that should 
any proposition be happily made by the Crown ov Parlia- 
ment, that may lead to or lay a rational and probable ground 
for reconciliation, you use your utmost endeavours ta oul- 
tivate and improve it into a happy set{lement and lasting 
amity, taking care to secure the Colonies against the exer- 
aise.of the right assumed by Parliament,,to tax them, and 
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to alter and change their Charters, Constitutions, and inters 
nal polity, without their consent—powers incompatible with 
the essential secuities of the lives, liberties, and properties 
of the Colonists. 

We further instruct you, that you do not, without the 
previous knowledge and approbation of the Convention of 
this Province, assent to any proposition to declare these 
Colonies independent of the Crown of Great Britain, nor 
to any proposition for making or entering into alliance 
with any foreign Power, nor to any union or confederation 
of these Colonies, which may necessarily lead to a sepa- 
ration from the mother country, unless, in your judgments, 
ov in the judgments of any four of you, ora majority of 
the whole of you, (if all shall be then attending w Gone 
gress,) it shall be thought absolutely necessary for the 
preservation of tho liberties of the United Colonies; and 
should a majoity of the Colonies in Congress, against 
such, your judgment, resolve to declare these Colowies ine 
dependent of the Crown of Great Britain, or to make or 
enter into alliance with any foreign Power, or into any 
union or confederation of these Colonies, which may neces 
smily lead to a separation from the mother country, then 
we instruct you, immediately, to call the Convention of this 
Province, and repair thereto with such proposition and 
resolve, and lay the same before the said Convention, for 
their consideration ; and this Convention witl not hold his 
Province bound by such majority in Congress, until the 
representative body of the Province, in Convention, assent 
therato. 

Dosirous as we mio of peace with Great Britain, upon 
safe and hovoutable tems, we wish you, nevertheless, and 
instruct you to join with the other Colonies, in such mili« 
tary epeintions as may be judged proper and necessary for 
the common defence, until such  peaco can bo happily 
obtained, : 

At the samg time that wo assure you wo have an ontire 
confidence in your abilities and intogrity, in tho discharge 
of the gieat trust reposcd in you, we must observe to yau, 
as our opinion, that, in the relation of constituent and repre 
sentative, ono principal security of the former is tho right 
he holds to be fully informed of the conduct of the latter, 
We can conceive no case to exist in which it would be of 
more importance to exercise this right than the present, 
nor any in which we can spies the representative wault 
more willingly acquiesce in the exercise of it, We, there 
fora, instruot you, that you move for, and endeavour & 
obtain, a resalve of Congress, that the voles given by thi 
Colonies on every quostion agitated in Congress, ghal 
appear upon the journals thereof; and if such resolve be 
obtained, that you, at the expense of this Province, pro 
cure copies of the snid journals, oxeept such parts thoreo 
as idlate to military operations and measures tuken to pro 
eure arms and ammunition, and, fom time to time, lay the 
sumo beforo tho Conventions of this Province, showing 
tho pat you, as Representatives of this Piovineo, take it 
such questions. 

And we further instruct you to movo for, and endegyou: 
to obtain, a resolve of Congress, that no person wh hold; 
any military command in the Continental, or any Broviti 
cial regular forces, or marine se) vice, nor any person whe 
holds ar enjoys any office of profit under théContinental 
Congress, or any Government assumed since the resent 
controversy with Great Britain began, or which shall here 
after bo assumed, or who directly or indirectly receives the 
profits of such command or office, shall, during the time-oi 
his holding or receiving the same, be eligible to sit in 
Congress, 

{ 
JOUN WANCOCK TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE oF 
SAFETY. 
Philadolphin, January 12, 1776, 

Gunriesen: The repeated proofs which our erfemi 
have given, of their rage and malice, leave no doubly 
they will exert their ulmast endenvours to offoet ourdet 
struction. ‘Through the favour of Providence, our std st 
in Canada has prevented them from employing tha'§ 








against our fionticrs. But as there is reason fo End 
they will attempt, in the Spring, to recovers ot 
that country, the Congress have resolved «4 tine 
battalions for its defence this yearmOnete tithe, 


under Colonel James Livingston Hoar eempoel 41 
: a 
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those brave hoops serving there—an honour due to their 
bravery and merit, to have an opportunity of defending a 
country whieh their valor has rescued fiom slavery; three 
fiom Pennsylvania and New-Jersey, of which two are 
under maiching orders; and the remaining three to be 
raised to the eastward, viz: one in your Colony, one in 
Coinecticut, and one in New-York; as you see by the 
enclosed resolve. 

*As the arrival of the troops in due time will greatly con- 

luce to the preservation of that countty, and defeat the 
designs of our enemies, and, as the month of February, 
which is fast approaching, is the best, indeed, the only time 
before Summer, of crossing the Lakes, the Congress rely 
that yon will, according to your usual zeal, exeit your ut- 
‘most endeavours to have the battalions fiom your Colony 
raised and sent forward with all possible expedition. 

Lam, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant, 

‘ Joun Hancocx, President. 

A battalion to consist of eight companies ; each company 
of one Captain, two Lieutenants, one Ensign, four Ser- 
géants, four Corporals, a Dium and Fife, and seventy-six 
Privates, Adjutant, Quartermaster, and Surgeon. 


REPRESENTATION OF THE FIELD-OFFICERS OF THE PENN- 

7 SYLVANIA BATTALIONS, 

‘ {Read January 11, 1776,] 

The Field-Officeis of the four Battalions to be raised in 
Pennsylvania, beg leave to represent to Congress; That 
considerable inconveniences will arise fiom the battalions 
consisting of seven battalion companids, that number not 
answering for subdivisions, and :endering all the manoeuvres 
toresdifficult, They, therefore, request that another com- 
pany may be added to the battalion; or, if it should be 
tliought that would increase their number too much, that 
the battalion companies be reduced to sixty-eight men 
each, in which mode there may be eight companies to a 
battalion, and a company of light-infantry, without inciea- 
.sing the number of men to be raised by the present esta- 


‘ 1 ¢ 
bjishment of Congress. Auruua Sr. Cram, 


4 \ Joun Sues, 
AnrHony Waynr, 
Lampert Capwattapen, 
Wiuntan Accen, Jun., 
Josrern Pennose, 

, Joseru Woon, 

Henry Bicxey, 
; —— 

LORD STIRLING TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, 

2 Elizabethtown, January 12, 1776, 
** Sm: As the Continental Congress have put mo undor 
‘Orders to murch the two New-Jorsey regiments, in their 
sstvicd, to the city of New-York, I must beg tho favour of 
if to request the Committee of Safety for that Provinca 
to provide for their reception and quaiters, and that they 
will be so obliging as to inform me when these will be in 

readiness. 

The one hundred fire-locks, which the New-York Con- 
fe have promised to furnish for my regiment, I hope 
‘aaa and that they will forwaid them to me as goon 

seible, | 


#Afam ‘informed that the enemies to American liberty are 
- yely busy on Staten- Island, and that some dangerous move- 
* nents are now going on among them. My situation here 
+, fenders it convenient to me to disarm them, or to take 
“ltd seciire such as may be thought worthy of so much 
se fiotice. When it is intimated to me that such a mensure 
assitry, it will be executed, 
rae Hfaee the absolute necessity of the utmost seciecy 
fVéd th all these matters, 
‘ur'most humble servant, Srmina, 


Ree sith of, the Contmittee of Safety, New- Yorke. 
; PS. Tmust beg the favour of a copy of this letter bein 
jewned tone, R Copy etter being 










g 


ee 







"wicks TO NEW-YORK COMMITTER OF SAFETY, . 

38a bar Huntington, January 12, 1776, 

fe sare toXinform you'we tédcived the powder 

Golons! Drake, but Mr, Siiizh has not yet 
% 
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come, or sent for it. As there is a number of commissions 
wanting, please to convey them to us by the botiyor, Mi. 
Plait, or some other safo hand, viz: Join Bupit, Captain ; 
Isaac Thompson, First Lioutenant; Zebulon Ketcham, Se- 
cond Lieutenant ; Joseph Ketcham, Ensign, for the Fourth 
Company: Platt Veal, Captain; Michel Heart, Fist Liew 
tenant; Isaac Dennis, Second Lieutenant; Jacob Conch 
Ling, Ensign, for the fifth company, all of the First Regi- 
ment. 
We are, sir, your humble servants, 
Tuowss Wiexes, Chairman 


To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, &e. 
/ 


GLNERAL CARLETON TO GENERAL HOWE. 
Quebock, January 18, 1776, 


Sin: The Sth of December, Mr. Monigon) took post 
at St. Crotm, within fess than two milos of Quedeck, with 
some field artillery; his heavy cannon wero landed at qe 
prouge; at tho same time Arnold's party took possession 
of the other avenues leading to the town, and prevanted 
all commonication with the country. ‘The 7th, 9 woman 
stole into town, with letters addressed to the prinaipat 
merchants, advising them to an immediate submission, and 
somising a great indulgence in case of their compliance, 
Raclosed was a letter to me, in vory extraordinary lane 
guage, and a summons to doliver up the town; the meg 
senger was sent to prison for a fow days, and drummed 
out. ( 
To give more efficacy to these lettors, five small mortars 
were brought to S¥. Rogue’s, and a battery of five cannon 
and one howitzer raised upon the heights, within about 
soven hundred yards of tho walls, Soon alter, Arnold 
appeaed with a white flag, said ho had a letter for me; 
but was refused admittance, and ordored to carry back hig 
letter. 
After every preparatory stratagem had been used to in 
timidate our wretched gairison, us Mr. Montgomery waa 
leased to call it, an assault was givon the Slat of Decem- 
er, between four and five of the morning, during a snow 
storm from the northeast. The alarm was general. Fiom 
the side of the river St, Lawrence along the fortified front, 
1ound to the Bason, every part seemed equally threatened, 
Two real attacks took place upon the lower town: one 
under Cape- Diamond, led by Mr. Montgomery; the othor 
by Mr. Arnold, upon tho part calted tho Saut au Matelét, 
This, at first, met with some success, but, in the ond, was 
stopped. A sally from tho upper town, undor Captain 
Laws, attacked their rear, and sent in many prisoners; 
Captain McDougal aforwards reinforced this party, and 
followed the Rebels into the post they had taken. ‘Thug 
My. Arnold's corps (himself and a few othors excapted, 
who word wounded and carried off carly,) were completel 
ruined. They wero cought, as it wero, in a tap? We 
biought in their five mortars and one cannon, ‘The Sths 
attack was soon ropulsed, with slaughter; Mr, Montgo. 
mory was left among the dead, t 
Tho Rebels hava on this assault betwéon six and seveti 
hundred men, and between forly and fifty officers, killed 
wounded, and taken prisoners. We had only one lieue 
tenant of the navy, doing duty as a captain in the givrison 
and four rank and file, killed, and tnivicen rank and filo 
syounded ; two of the latter are since dead, : 
You will be pleased to transmit a copy of my'letter to 
the Secretary of Stato, by the first opportunity, for Lis Mas 


jesty’s informatior 
Jesty's i tion, 8&0. Guy CarLeron, 


MOVEMENTS OF THN BRITISH FLELY AT RIODEISLAND, 
7 Providonso, January 20, 1776, 
On Friday, the 12th instant, Captain T¥allace, ‘with all 
the vessels under his command, consisting of twolve-zall, 
came up the river from Newport, and at four o’closk, in the 
afternoon, Janded about two hundréd and fifty met on, the 
Island of Pradence, where about forty or fifty of our mip 
were stationed, under the command of Captain Péarea} 
They were soon fired on by the enemy, which wae rqturiit 
ed with much spirit; but Captain Pear'ee, finding the end 
grently oy te in number; retreated, and=withtihiges 
went off the Island ; ‘ho-had one tanswourdedve 1 
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prisoner, and, it is snid, soveral of the enemy were killed 
and wounded, The enemy, about sun-set, burnt seven 
houses on tha Island, which being discovered here, his 
Tonour, the Deputy-Goyernour, General Fest, Colonels 
Richmond, Martin, and Cook, Captain Allen, and Captain 
Tells, immediately set out to send forces upon tho Island, 
by way of Warren and Bristol ; from the former of which 
places Genoral Mest ordetod fifty men, directing them to 
Join such as should be collected at /Varwick-Neck, and 
proceed to the Island, Tis Honour, with the General, 
then went to Bristol, and sent off Major Zalman, with 
eighty men, in whale-boats, who landed about the dawn of 
day, Captain Barton, with a few men, had Janded fiom 
Head-Quarters, but those at Warwick-Neck were not able 
to join them for want of boats, About nine o’clock in the 
morning the enemy landed about two hundred and fifty 
men, and attacked Lieutenant Car, who was stationed with 
a guard ofedgity merit, to observe their motions; tho 1c- 
mainder of our mon, about filly in number, soon coming 
up, & smast engagement ensued, which lasted three hours, 
The enemy several times sent out flanking parties, which 
were as often drove back to their main body. ‘They were 
at length drove to their vessels, leaving our people in pos- 
session of the Island, having the night before got on board 
about ong hundred sheep; but no cattle aie missing. Tio 
of their men were found dead after the action, and one 
wounded in the thigh; they likewise eariod of a number 
of killed and wounded, particalaily an officer, that appear- 
ed to be badly wounded, and who, it is supposed, had tho 
command, e had only theo men slightly wounded, 
Our officers and men iahiaved with the greatest havory, 
and had thera bean boats at Marwick, to carry over the 
reinforcements from thence, it is thought the ensmy’s 
Whole party would have boon killed or taken, Sunday 
evening the enomy burnt two buildings on Pationce- Island ; 
on Monday they cut a quantity of wood at Hope-Jsland, 
and yosterday, it is said, returnod to Newport. 

hile the bomb brig lay off Prudence, the guonor and 

five seamen made their escape in a boat, and airived safo 

at Bristol. 
GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENURAL MONTGOMERY, 
Oumbridgo, Jannory 12, 1776, 

Drar Str: Every account from your quarter serves to 
confirm our hopes that you will get possesgion of Quebeck, 
if not gJrendy in your hands, I must bog, thorafore, your 
attention to the wants of tha Army here, which aro not few, 
and, if they cannot in somo part be suppliod by you, { do 
not know where olsa I can apply. ; 

Aftor powder, the principal deficiency is that of arms; 
those brought in by tho soldiers ave so vory indifferent that 
I cannot place confidence in them. 

Blankets and clothing we are very deficient in, Of 
those, and other necessaries, J am taught to believe there 
is abundance in Canada. Quebeck is, | suppose, the great 
magazine for thom, and all kind of military storos. I hope it 
Will be in your power to forward to this place from thence 
a sufficient quantity to relieve our wants, Whatever you 
ean spare, wo shall have occasion for, and your sending 
thom, as expeditiously as possible, will be doing vast ser- 
yice to this Army, and very much oblige sir, yours, 

Groner Wasminoron, 
To Major-General Richard Monigomory, Canada. 


P.S. Arms we aro exceedingly in want of, These I 
would wish to receive without delay, if you can supply 
them from the King’s stores in Quebeck. 


a . 
WILLIAM WALL TO ADMINAL HOPKINS. 
‘ Bultimoro, January 18, 1776. 

Dear SingtChis will bo handed you by Cuptain Steve, 
of the Hornet, sloop-of-war, 

At my auvival hore, T found my vessel, agrecably to my 
expectations, with grent satisfaction, and after that 1 waited 
on Captain Stone, and gave your complimonis to him, and 
delivered your message, which I hope may prove satishe- 
tory. My business is so at present, that F cannot come to 
you by this opportunity of Cuptain Stone, or otherwise 
would, with all my heart; but alter the business is done, 

Formrn Servs. -Vow. rv. 
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will gladly enter with you, with all the choerfulness in the 
world, and, therefore, beg, if any vacancy should offer, you 
will be kind enough to keep it for me, consistent with your 
honour and convenience. So wishing you all the success 
imaginable, I am your most obedient humble servant, 
Winans Watn, 


To Admiral Hopkins, on boad the ship Alfred, per favour 
of Captain Stone. 
N. B. As for news, I refer you to Captain Stone. My 
best compliments to brother John and Abraham Whipple, 


JOSIAH BARTLETT TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE OONMITTER OF 
SAVETY, ' 
Philadelphia, January 13, 1776, 
Grntienen: In order that General Schuyler may be 
propetly informed what pay the officers and soldiers, who 
served in the expedition to Canada last year, have received 
from their respective Colonies, the Congiess passed the 
enclosed tesolve, which they have ordered me to transmit 
to you, An order of Congiess, for raising a regiment in the 
western parts of our Province, for Canada, will be sent you 
by the President, 
Tam, gentlemen, your most humblo savant, 
Josian Banricry. 
To the Convention, or the Committee of Safety of New- 


Tlampshire, “In Congress, January 8, 1776. 


“Resolved, That the Governaur of Connecticut, the Ga- 
neval Assomblies of Massachusetts-Bay and New-Lfamp- 
shire, and tho Convention of New-York, be written to 
forthwith, by the Delegates of the said Colonies, respec- 
tivoly, to furnish Genial Schuyler with the amount of 
money paid to any persons in tho Army under his com- 
mand, specifying tho names of the persons to whom the 
money was paid by their ordor.” 

fat ‘ 


BAYAND, JACKSON AND COMPANY, 10 CAPTAIN HESTON, 
Philadolphia, January 13, 1776, 

Sm: Our snow Dickenson, being now loaded and ready 
for sea, wo horeby direct you to procaed in her with all possi- 
ble despatch from this port to the port of Nantes, in Zrance, 
On your passage, you are to improve wind and weather, to 
tho jel advantugo, constantly endeavouring tosmako your 
passage in as short a timo ag possible, and carefully avoid- 
Ing to speak to any vessel. On your arrival nt Nance, 
you are to apply to Messis, Monfandoutn and Frere, mar- 
chants there, and to whom you ae consigned; they will 
recoive your cargo, which you ara to lose no time in dali- 
vering, and thore take on board such goods as they have 
orders to ship in return; with which you are to proceed 
immediately for this port, obsorving the directions given 
you as above. On your arrival off our Capos, you are to 
stand off, and on making a signal, by hoisting your jack to 
your foratopmast-head, when you will be answered, either 
from the Light-Louse or Capo-May, by a sheot hung out. 
Upon seaing this, you are to conclude thera is no dapee ine: 
your way, and immediately pioceed up the bay; but i, after 
making your signal for six or eight hours, you should see 
no signal, from either the Light-House or Cape-May, you 
are then to proceed along the coast towards the Capes of 
Virginia, and endeavour to Jand your cargo in the best man- 
ner you can, putting it in the care of the Committee of the 
place where it is landed, or some peisons of property, for 
the uso of the Congress, and immediately despatch an ex- 
press with an account of your proceedings to us. We have 
tho greatest dependance in your vigilance and activity in 
prosecuting this voyage. Should you succeed, as we pray 
God you may, you will not only recommend yourself 
atrongly to our further notice, but you will be considered 
as iendering an essential service to your country, You . 
must be sensible tho success of this voyage in a great maga, 
sure depends upon conduct; we doubt not you will englea- 
your to acquit yourself in a suitable manner, gf 

Wishing you a safe and plensant voyage, ai, 
and prosperous return, we are, sir, your very hi 


vents, Bayanp, Jacxsd 
To Captain /Pilliam Meston, =,  ™ : 
t 


‘ 
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P.S. Beside the goods that may be shipped on board 
you, by Messrs. Montandouin and Frere, in retura for your 
cargo, you are to receive on board any quantity of arms and 
ammunition you may have room for, that may be offered 
for account of the Congress by any person whatever.* 

Yours, Bayanp, Jackson & Co. 


BAYARD, JACKSON AND CO., TO THE FRONCH MERCHANTS, 
Philadelphia, January 18, 1775. 


Gonrinwen: We wrote you the 28th of April last, and 
enclosed the account of sales of your last adventure, at the 
same time ordered Captain James Johnston, of our snow 
Diclecnson, to remit you the balance, (one hundred and 
seventy-four pounds, cleven shillings and four pence ster- 
ling,) which, by his account, we find he did do from Bristol, 
since which we have not had the pleasure of a line fiom 

‘au. 

This serves to hand you invoice and bills of lading of a 
valuable cargo of flour, spermaceti candles, and beeswax, 
shipped on board our snow Dickenson, to your address, 
which we wish safe to your hands. We would have this 
cargo immediately sold, and the net proceeds laid out in 
fifteen tons of gunpowder ; or, if gunpowder is not to be 
had,as much saltpetre, with a portion of fifteen pounds of 
sulphur to each hundred weight of saltpetre, as will be 
sufficient to make that quantity of gunpowder; and one 
thousand five hundred stand of arms, fitted with bayonets 
and steel iamiods; and one thousand bolts of Russia duck 
or canvass, and as much more of these articles as the net 
proceeds of this cargo will purchase. If any of the afore- 
said articles:cannot be got as aforesaid, the money directed 
to be'paid out of that article, we would have laid out in 

good ticklenburghs or osnaburghs, or vitzeys, or, failing, 
the returns to be made in gold or silver. ‘This cargo we 
have shipped you for account of the Continental Congress 
of the thirteen United Colonies of America, and the order 
of the returns is what they have diected ; and, we make no 
doubt, you will use your best endenvours to complete it in 
every article, Tho ready and cheerful assistance afforded 
us by many ‘of your merchants, both from the West-Indies 
and Europe, demands our grateful acknowledgments, and 
encoyrages qur applying to you for still further supplies, to 
enable us to oppose the arbitrary and tyrannical proceed- 
ings of the Court of Great Britain agninst us. Should it 
be in your power to complete the whole of our order, we 


* Batsrox, (Exeusnn,) April 8, 1776.—This morning camo up to tho 
Koy, tho snow Dickenson, William Meston, Mastor, from Philadelphia, 
bound to Nuntes, in Old France, whore sha was to dischurgo her lord. 
ing, antl takd in a cargo of warliko stores and ammunition, for tho uso 
of'tho Continental Army, Sho was takon up und fitted out by order of 
tha Congress, and consigned to Mosars. Montandouin and Irere, mor- 
ohants in Nantes, as oppoars by tho captuin's orders, which aro hore. 
undor copiad, verbatim, 

Tho mato and peoplo on board, finding that thoy wero to load with 
warlike stores, for tha uso of tho Americans, and having, as thoy de. 

clara, booh forced into the ae vico, took tho vossol, and, instond of pro. 

i eae to Frange, detormined to mako tho firat British port. They 
accordingly broufht hor into Bristol, after heating upwards of a fort. 
night qbqut the mouth of tho chunnol; and the Mato is immodiatel 
going off for London, and will take ntl tho lettors and prpoie whigh 
wore on board the said vessol, for tho inspection of Govainment, Sho 
was first boaided by tho Lieutonant of tho Jnchiquin tondor, lying thoro; 
who is going with the Mato to London. 

She is about two hundred and fifty tons burden, and now lics at tha 
Qapy till Lhe dotermination of Government concerning hor is known, 

*, The Captain has ontored her at the custom-hous, 

Hor he which consists of twenty two hundred and twenty-one 
barrels of Raut, tivo hundred and sialy boxas uf spormaceti candles, 
sthirtoon onske and one big bocswax, and fifly-six hundred barrel staves, 
is valued at noar six (housand pounds, and the voseol ia worth upwards 
of fiftoen hanthed pounds. She 19 tho first American yessol that has 
beon brought into England since tho aot passed for granting tho scamon 
cortain privileges and rewards for soizing eny of the Provincial ships, &e, 

, ‘Tho following is tho principal intelhgence recoivod by this vessel : 

__As soon ns the Congress received an uecount of the repulso and death 
stot General, Montgomery, at Quebeck, they ordered ton companies, of ona 
Vhundred ffén euch, and othor considorable rainfoi coments raised in the 
weiter pile of Connecticut, and in tho neighbourhood of Albany, to 
marolt immadtiatdly to Quebeak, 
, Pho Amerigine havo on army of fifteen thousund mon in tho fiold, 
in grdlina und Virginia. 

‘The Congress paper ia in tho 

make payments with it, 

i Tho Congross aro porfactly unanimous; thero is not tho least dissen- 
me oer re < 

ho did not olenr the Capes of Delaware Rivor till tha Ist of March, 

s Won sho Joft Philadelphia, the Congress had recvived no account of 
theProhibitory Act, nor ofthe hirmg of forign troops. 

Yay sported tho Provincials had taken post upon Noddle's Island, 
on harbour, z 


Mawing vessel sailed at tho samo tima the Dickenson did, all 
« 


highost eradit, and thoy have begun to 
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must request you will be very partioular in sending the best 
of each article that is to he had, and that you will give the 
yesse! all possible despatch, so as to be on our const ng 
early as possible in the Spring. Our former experionco of 
your punctuality and despatch of business, has induced us 
to recommend this consignment to your house; and we 
have liberty to inform you, should this voyage succoad to 
our wishes, we shall have it in our power to wait on you 
with more important consignments. Woe request you would 
conduct this business with as much scerecy as possible, 
as we have been informed the Court of Great Britain 
have spies in most of your principol seapoit towns, whose 
business it is to find out American vessels, and Jeara thoir 
cargoes and destination, the time of their sailing, &c., 
which they transmit to England, in order to have thom 
watched and taken. . 

We shall anxiously wait the event of this voyage,'and, 
in the mean time remain, with the gibatest reseot, gentle. 
men, your most obedient, humble servants, " 

Bayann, Jackson & Co. 


Messrs. Montandouin and Frere, Merchants in Nantes. 


NEW-JERSEY COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, 
Princoton, January 9, 1778, 


The Committes of Safety of the Province of Netw-Jor« 
sey, pursuant to notico givon for that purpose, met this day, 
and there not being a suflicient number of Mombors to pro- 
ceed on business, adjourned till to-morrow morning, nino 
o’clock, 


Wednosday, Sanumy 10, 1776, 


The Committee met. Present: 
Samuel Tucker, President; ITendrick LYsher, Vicot 
President; Abraham Clark, Deputy Secretary; Azariah 
Dunham, Rulofe Van Dike, John Dennis, Augustine 
Stevenson, Jolin Pope. , * 


Me” 

The President Inid bofore tho Committed a Latter from 
the Provincial Congress, and the Congress of New-York, 
enclosing Resolutions of the Continental Congress, and the 
Congress of New-York, relative to establishing Posts at 
proper distances, to carry intelligence to the different parts 
of the Colony or elsewhore, as occasion may require; and 
for erecting Beacons at proper distances, which the Con- 
gress of New-¥urle recommended to the Congress of New- 


hound for differont poits in France, and on tho samo businogsy but os 
sho is a vory swift snilor, sho loft thom soon afer they ymit tosnar tho 
ships Sally, Rowland; Neptune, Collins; the Amora, Cheeky s aut these 
brigs; captains’ names, Montgomery, Bothel, and Martin? ond many 
othor yoasela, tho namos of whioh gra forgot; and during the thro 
procading woeks, upwards of thirty olor yossola aailod for diffvront 
ports in Jrance, 

About throo wooks bofora tho Dickenson loft Philadelphia, a Mrough 
nobloman, (who, with anothor gontlemun af the sine natlon, had hoon 
somo time troating with the Continental Congiaas, and hnd viaited the 
camp of the grand Ariny at Cambridge, in New-Hagland,)' {Morera 
Penet and Pliarne) intended roturning to Prange In hav; Wut thoy alters * 
wards removod thvir beggaga out of hor, and wont on hoard a veanot 
which was hired on purposo for them, and ave now on tholy pasaaigo for 
France, Tho day thoy camo down Delaware River, two i ench YoHs 
sels, under Jrench colours, ladon with powder, ball, ant amall arme, 
autived there, 

a 

Earnaor or A verrer paren Brisvot, April 11, 1776,— yastorday 
hed along conversation with Captain Meston, tho mastor of tho Dicks 
enson, Tho crew consistod of four Scotrhmen, four Jrivh, and ono 
Englishman, including tho mastor, who is a Scotchman, Somo pian. 
ie at Bristol suspect this last of boing concerned in tho villuny, but 

am fully perauuded he waa not. To haa a wife and fumily qt Pai. 
ladelphia, and ories Jiwo a child at the misfortunce that hos happanad 
to him, He thinks tho rivor Deluware sufticiontly sooured, and aporka 
highly of tho unanimity and warlike appamance of tho Penneylo. 
rans. Io confiris the deuthof Moutgamery, and was al Philadelphia 
whon the unfortunate news flo Queheck wan recoivad, "Lo thous 
sand voluntocra, ho saya, turned out, and offered to ingreh hamndintely 
into Canada. Lasked him if they wont? ly hetioved thoy did3 but 
could not sty positively, ‘Tho truth is, he fa ono of tho most ignorant 
follows I over convorsed with, Aa hodid not oxpoct ta cone to thie 
comntly, ho honght no nowepapers with hin. 

Tho mato of tho vesunl, an Jrishman, is gono up to mako hia morita 
known to Lord George Germain, Uo was the cause of tha conrpirnay, 
aid will, of courso, no graciously received. It ig yory donbtfil whoro 
prizo sho will be. ‘Tho custom-hoaso, a Hontonant of n Inan-ofway, 
and the treachoyous crow, all claim hor, hopo the infamona trailors 
may bo disappointed. 

When tho crow brought hor opposite to the wharf, in Bristal, whoro 
sho was to bo moorod, they guvo three obaora; but go fur wors thoy 
fiom being unaweied in the samo by the poople on share, who, wore 
collected in groat numbers, and had load tha atory-from tho ustom. 


houso officers, thut thoy rocofvod nothing but oatvea for thole tress 
shery, t L od 


GGL 


Jersey ; which Letter and Resolves were read in this Com- 
mittee, who, after duly considering the same, approve of 
the oxpediency of establishing posts for the purposes afore- 
sail; have, therefore, 

Resolved, ‘That a man and horse be kept in constant 
readiness, by each of the several Committees of Newark, 
Elizabethiown, Woodbridge, New- Brunswick, Princeton, 
and Zrenton, whose business shall be to forward all cx- 
prosses (o and (vom the Continental Congress; and that 
the aforesaid ‘Town Committees shull, on every intelligence 
of any invasion or alarm, sond expresses to the neighbour- 
ing Town Committecs, who ave directed to provide ex- 
presses to forwaid the same [rom town to town, to the Town 
Committees, and to such officers of the Militia as they may 
think proper to notify thereof throughout the Colony, with 
as much.expedition as may be in their power, And that 
all the oxpenses incurred by such expresses, the ‘T'reasur- 
ors of this “glony, appainted by the Provincial Congress, 
or cither of them, are hereby required to pay on order or 
orders signed by tho Chairman of either of the Committees 
of the Townships in this Colony, Which orders, with en- 
dorsements thereon by the person or persons to whom the 
same ave made payable, shall be suficient vouchers to the 
snid Treasurers, or either of them, for such sums of money 
as they, or either of them, may pay thereon as aforosaid, 

Ordered, 'That the nbove Resalve be published in the 
New-York ond Pennsylvania Gazettes, 

A. Memorial from Yedles Mead, of tho County of Ber- 

en, and soveral other Memorials ftom tho Counties of 
eben gud Lssea, of tho same tenor, setting forth, that the 
anid Yelles~Mead had, in expectation of a Livutenant’s 
commission in Captain Aleeer’s Company, in ono of tho 
Battalions in this Colony, raised his complement of men for 
gnid Company, praying a commission accordingly, Also, 
“a Memorial from Greorge Ross, the third, of the County 
of Essex, setting forth, that in expectation of an Eusign’s 
commission in said Captain Meeker’s Company, he had 
raised his complement of men, praying a comuission in 
vonsequence theraof—were laid before the Committee 
and road, and several recommendations in favour of the 
Memorialists wore also read. 

And, also, a Letter from Lord Stirding, rocommending 
Matihias Halstead, of JXizabethtown, Hirst Lieutenant, 
and tho abovesnid Yelles Mead, Ensign of Captain Meech 
en's Company, was also road. 

Ordered; ‘That the said Memorials, Rebommondations, 
and Lotter, have a second reading, 

‘Two Reeoninendations, from the Committee of Mood- 
bridge, were laid beforo the Committee, recommending 
James Bonny, Captain, James Manning, Kirst Uieuten- 
ant, David Crow, Second Licutenant, and John Clarkeson, 
Ensign, of a Company of Militia in 7Moodbridge. Tho 
other recommending Lillis Barron, Captain, Ralyh Marsh, 
First Lioutenant, Matthew Freeman, Socond Licutenant, 
and Jonathan Bloomfield, Musign, of another Company of 
Militia in said Woodbridge, which were read, and commis- 
sions ordered to bo issued accordingly. 

A Certificate was produced from the Chairman of the 
Committee of the North Ward of New- Brunswick, corti- 
fying that John Taylor was elected Captuin, Jacob Mer 
sural, First Lioutonant, James Schuurman, Second Licu- 
tenant, and John Voorhees, Jun., Ensign, of a Company 
of Minute-Men in Colonel Neilson’s Battalion. 

Ordered, That the above gentlemen be commissioned 
accordingly to their appointment. 

’ The Committee adjourned till two o'clock, P.M. 
Tiley” eas 8 
The Committee mot according to adjournment. 
John Heart, Baq., one of the Committeo, attending, took 


his soat soos ye 

Mr, President Inid before the Committee a Lotter fram 
Richard Smith, Bsq., one of the Delegates of this Province, 
at the Continental Congress, in the words following: 

"Philadolphia, January 4, 1776, 

«Dean Sr: Iam desired by the Congress to tiansmit 
to you the enclosed extracts from their proceedings, the 
whole of witch, relative to that subject, I have sent to 
Lord Stirling, by this post, together with six dozen copies 
of the Articles of War. The one thousand dollats mention- 


* 
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ed in the extract, J have received from tho Continental 
Treasury, and they wait your commands. 

“The Congress wish to know in what'manner the prix 
soners of war at Zbenton live, who supplies them, aud apon 
what terms. ‘The rexson of the ingutry is, that very ex~ 
travagant claims aro made on this head fiom other quarters, 
and woe aim to render the publick burdens as light as pos- 
siblo, You will, as soon as it is convenient, afford me tho 
necessary information, é 

“Tam, your affectionate, faithful servant, 


“Riowanp Sarrit. 
“To Samuel Tucker, Esq.” 


The enclosed Resolve, referred to in the above Letter, 
was read, and is in the words following: 

“Iu Congress, January 2, 1776, 

* Resolved, That the Barracks in the Colony of Netw- 
Jerscy, be prepaicd for the ieception of such of the Bat- 
talions as may not be in readiness to proceed to New- York, 
and that the Ministerial troops or prisoners, at present ocou= 
pying them, bo accommodated in the said Colony, in souk 
a manner as the Committee of Safety for tho said Colony 
shall think most prudent and convenient. 

“That the hundred stand of Arms, supplied by the Colo- 
ny of New-York, for the New-Jersey Battalion, be paid 
for by the Convention of New-Jersey ; and that in order to 
enable the said Convention to make such payment, as well 
as to furnish such of the men belonging to the said Batta- 
lions, as aro yet unprovided with Arms, the further sum 
of one thousand dollais be advanced to the said Convén- 
tion, and that the price of the Arms be deducted out of tho 
wages of the Privates belonging to said Battalions, 

 Fextracts from the Minutes: 

“Cranins Tosson, Seerctary.? 

The abovo Letter and Lesolye were icad, and ordered 
a second reading. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, ning o’elock, 

Thuraday, Tanvarye10, 1776. 

Joseph oles, lesq., ono of this Commitice, attending, 
took his seat accordingly. . 

Jacob Scoggin, Esq. laid before this Committes a re- 
commendation from the Committee of tho County of Stlea, 
in favour of certnin gentlemen to be commissionod Field. 
Officers of the Militin in said County. And it appearing 
to this Committoe that a controversy now stibsisis ih the 
County of Salem, respecting the appointiadnt of Ficid4 
Ofiicers, aud as this Committoo havo nof‘at present an 
opportunity of hearing the grounds of the controversy from 
both partias, and being desivous of actingsin such a man- 
nor as muy conciliate all parties in a just and equitable 
determination between them in tho appointment of said 
officers, do, in order thereto, direct, as well the Commit- 
tev of the County of Salem, as such olber persons ad ave 
opposed to tho gentlemen recommended by the said Com- 
mittee, or may have any claim to commissions, by the 
election of the Captains and the Subalterns of the Militia 
before tha 16th day of August last, to appear, by,persous & 
properly daputed for that purpose, before ufe Gotigross of 
this Provinee, the 6th day after thelr next ofeating, that 
the uuth of frets may be then fully known, that they may 
take such resolution thoreon as to them may seam just. 

Ordered, That a copy of tho above order be delivered 
to Mr, Scoggin, to be laid before the County Committea, 
to be by them communicated to the contending parties, : 

Adjourned till two o’clock, P. M. 


—_— 


+ eee 


The Commilico met. ’ 


This Conmittes received information from the Com- 
mittee of the County of Monmouth, by Dootor Scudder 
and Doctor Lenderson, and also by Letter from the Chair 
man of the said Committee, that a small sloop, called tha 
Polly and Anne, one Haines, captain, was on the 24th of 
December |nst, stranded on Squan Beach, on boar -of 
which was a quantity of Beef, Pork and other Progisidngs 
which Vessel and cargo is now in tho care and éi iy of 
Colonel Forman, except such articles as are Py sable, 
which the Committee directed to be sald -by’ Dé tor Send= 
dey and-Doeldt Henderson ; an inventory ‘of which cargo, 
as well Suoli as were sold, ng subh ts ‘Temain, were laid 


4 
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before ‘this Committee. And one James Webb, a passen- 
ger on board said Vessel when stranded, appeared before 
this Committee, by whose alr it appears that said 
Vessel was bound from New-York to Boston, and from all 
circumstances, the Provisions on board were designed for 
the Ministerinl army. 

The Committee taking the above matters into consider- 
ation, think it proper that the whole of the said cargo be 
inimedintely sold, and the Vessel secured; which Vessel, 
with the amount of the sales, afler deducting the necessary 
expenses, be referved to the disposal of the Congress of this 
Colony at their next sitting. And that Colonel David For- 
man, Doctor Nathaniel Scudder, and Thomas Henderson, 
be, and are hereby authorized and empowered to secure the 
abovesaid Vessel, and to complete the sales of the cargo, in 
some convenient time, and account for the sales, and report 
their proceedings to the Congress of this Province at their 
next sitting ; and may deliver to the seamen and passengers 
belonging to snid Vessel, all such clothing and other effects 
as belong to them, (exclusive of the caigo,) provided they 
call for the same in a reasonable time; and that the thanks 
of this Committee be returned to Colonel Forman, for his 
extrgordinary care and vigilance in securing the said Ves- 
sel and cargo, 

And whereas, it appears that the Captain, Master and 
Passengers of the Sloop Polly and Anne, swanded on 
Squan Beach, ave inhabitants of the Colony of New-York; 
it ts, therefore, 

. Ordered, That the said Captain, Master and Passengers, 
or such of them as are in this Province, bo conveyed under 
uard, as Colonel Forman may think proper, to Netw- 
Porte, and-de ivered to the Provincial Congress or Com- 
mittee of “Safety, to be dealt with as they may think 
proper, ** 

, Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock, 

Fiday, Janumy 12, 1776. 

The Committee met. 

» Whereas, a certain Richard Symonds, a Midshipman, 
helonging to-one of the King’s ships-of-war, was, in Sep- 
tember" las viaken on board a small tender at Barnegat, 
sinew, Which hie hath remained a prisoner in the County of 
Monmouth ; 

Ordered, That Richard Symonds be removed to Tren- 
ton, and there be admitted to remain a prisoner of war on 
his parole of honour, on the same terms granted to those 
officers who are already prisoners at that place. 

Robert Ellison, Eesq., of the County of Sussew, was 
brought before this Committee, by order of the Commit- 
tee of the County of Sussex, on a charge of many misde- 
meanors committed against the liberties of America, and 
ammong:others ‘of entering into an Association, resolving not 
to pay the tnx ordered to be levied by the Congress of this 
Provinge, and not to purchase any goods which might be 
digtraingd, ftom persons for their taxes, or for non-attend- 
ance'at musters. Mr. Ellison being informed of said chargo, 
confessed the same to be trae, and that he was influenced 
thereto by Justice Nathaniel Pettit; but that after signing 
the said Association, he had erased his name therefom ; 
that he had -nothing to offer in his justification, but his 
ignorance of the consequence of his proceedings, and his 
precipitately engaging therein without consideration, and 
toanifested atdeep contrition for his offences. He acknow- 
ledged he had signed the Association recommended by the 
Provincial Congress, before signing the Association men- 
tioned dbove.: That after signing the General Association, 
and before his signing that now charged against him, he 
had been apprehended in Pennsylvania for practices un- 







fied Nyto: thesliherties of America, where he then made a 
ae ; 7 and asked pardon of the publick, promi- 


, Natt itit, Esq., of the County of Sussex, also 
‘appedret fathis Committee, by order of the Commit- 
tee of sald Connty: being charged with signing and pro- 
noting? said *Asiociation, mentioned in Robert Ellison's 
‘eharge whieh the said Mr. Pettit confessed, only alleg~ 
ing in his justification, that he had no intention thereby of 
using any Violent pectoral the -proceedings of 
ithe Congress; and, being fully heard in hi justifica- 
‘tron, by order, witldrews a horas etiaad 
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Tho above charges against Mr. Ellison and Mr, Pettit, 
were reserved to the consideration of the Committee in tho 
afternoon. 

Adjourned till two o'clock, P. M. 


The Committee met, 

The Committeo resumed tho consideration of the mat- 
ters alleged against Robert Hilison and Nathaniel Pettit, 
Esq., and the facts charged against them, appearing by 
their own confessions, to be true, and the offences of both 
being nearl equal, . 

Herald, That the said Robert Ellison and Nathaniel 
Pettit be returned to the County of Sussex, under the cus- 
tody of Colonel Ephraim Martin, and that they be both 
disaumed, and pay to the Committce of tho aforesaid 
County, or their Chairman, the sum of eight pounds each 
towards defraying the expenses of apprehendipgand bring- 
ing them before the Committee, And, also, that the 
severally give security to tho said Committee or their 
Chairman jn tho sum of fifty pounds cach, for their future 
good behaviour, and, thereupon, be dischaiged from further 
detention. And, as during the present process, tho said 
Ellison and Pettit haye not only appeared unfiiendly to 
the liberties of this country, but from their, condugt have 
appeared unworthy of the offices of Magistricy which thoy 
now sustain; this Committoo, therefore, think it advis- 
able for the said delinquents to desist from the further 
execution of their respective offices, until, by their future 
good behaviour, they may appear moro worthy to execute 
the same, and shall be oie thereto by tho Qongresa or 
Committee of Safety of this Province, And that the Com- 
mittee of the County of Suse be assured of thig Commit 
tee’s hearty approbation of their timely and spirited exer 
tions in apprehending tho nboyo persons. 5 


A Momorial from the Committee of the County of Cum» 
berland, was presented to this Committee and rend, getting 
forth, that they had apprehended, and secured in oystody, 
Daniel Streten, Richard Cayford, and Nathiiniel Dowde 
ney, inhabitants of that County, convicted of being ene- 
mies to this country, by using their influence, with tho 
ignorant and unwary, to raise a paity to oppose the mea- 
sures adopted for redress of grievances; cursing and ill» 
treating all Congresses and Committees, and refusing to 
give any reasongble satisfaction for their extraordinary con+ 
duct. The said Commitice requegting tho divoction of this 
Committeo respecting said offendors, 

This Committee, duly considering tho conduet of tha 
above parsons, and finding it necessary to uso spirited 
exertions for the discouragement of such base behaviour: 

Do, Order and Resolve, That tho Committes ‘of the 
County of Cumberland detain the said Daniel Stretch, 
Richard Cayford, and Nathaniel Dowdney, in ologe con« 
fioement, until they shall manifest a suitable contrition for 
their offences, satisfnetory to tho said Committoo ; piy'tho 
charges that have or may aceruo in apprehending and dee 
taining them in custody; and give security to said Com« 
mittee, in the sum of fifty Pounds each, for their future 
good behaviour, 

Also, Resolved, That the said Dafitel Stretch, Richard 
Cayford, and Nathaniel Dowdney be disarmed by the said 
Committee. 

This Committeo received several Resolutions and deter 
minations of the Continental Congress, respecting raising 
one new Battalion in this Province; erecting ahd esta 
blishing a Court of Admiralty ; advising the forming somo 
useful regulations respecting the Continental forces raised 
in this Colony; which requisitions, together with many 
other important concernsy render tho speady mocting of 
the Congress of this Province absolutely necessary, "his 
Conmmittes havo, therofore, appointed the mocting of said 
Cdhgiess to be at New-Brunswick, on TPednesday, tho 
thirty-fust day of this instant, January.) , 


The Letter from Lord Stirling, veeommending Matthias 
Halstead to be commissioned Fist Lioutenant, and Yedles 
Mead Ensign, in Captain Joseph Mecker's Cotspany?zin 
one of the Battalions raised in this Colon 3 and the Me- 
morial of Felles Mead, claiming the First Lieutenant's 
commission in said Company, and of Gedrge Ross, the 
third, ‘claiming the Ensign’s commission in said Company, 
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with several recommendations accompanying the same, 
were all read the second time; and, being duly consi- 
dered, 5 

Ordered, That Yelles Mead he commissioned First 
Licutonant, and George Ross, the third, Ensign of said 
Company. : 

A Memorial was presented from John @oldtrap, of the 
County of Somerset, recommending the encouraging of 
Linen and Woollen Manufactorics in this Colony, was read 
and referred to the next meeting of Congiess. 


Several Memorials were presented to this Committee, 
for appointments in a Battalion to be raised in this Colony; 
which were read and filed, to ba taken into consideration 
at the meeting of Congress, 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, at nine o’clock, 


a Saturday, January 13, 1776. 
Tho Committee met. 

The Committee having before them several Resolutions 
of the Continental Congrass, of the second day of this 
instant, (January,) among which are tho following para- 
graphs: 

“And, with respect to such unworthy Americans as, 
regardless of their duty to their Creator, their country, and 
theiy posterity, have taken part with our oppressors, and, 
influenced by the hope or possession of ignominious re- 
wards, strive to recommend thomsolves to tho bounty of 
Administration, by misrepresenting and taducing the con- 
duct and principles of the friends of American liberty, and 
‘opposing,#yory measure formed for its progorvation and 
seourltye : 

“Resolved, That it Le recommended to tho different 
Assemblies, Génventions, and Committees, or Councils of 
Safety, in the Untied Colonies, by the most speedy and 
effectual menstires, to frustrate the mischievous machina- 
tions, and restrain the wicked practices of theso men. 

“And it is the opinion of this Congross, that thoy ought 
to be disarmed, and the more dangerous among them 
either kept in safo custody or bound with sufficient sure- 
ties to their good behaviour. 

“And, in order that the said Assemblios, Conventions, 
Comunittees, or Councils of Safety, may be enabled, with 
grentor caso and safely, to carry this Resolution into oxe- 
ution: 

“ Resolved, That they be authorized to*call to their nid 
whatever Continental Troops, stationed in or near their 
respeotive Colonies, as may be conveniently spared from 
their moro immediate duty ; and the commanding oflicars of 
such troaps are hereby direatad to afford the satd Assem- 
blies, Conventions, Committees, or Councils of Safety, all 
such agsistance, in oxecuting this Resolution, as they may 
require, and which, consistont with the good of the sor 
vica, may be supplied.” 

This Committee do, therofore, most _carnostly recom- 
mond to the sevoral County and Town Commiitteos of this 
Province, to he vigilant and active in carrying the above 
Resolution into execution; at the same time recommend: 
ing tho exercise of duo modloration and prudence inthe 
‘affuin: vequesting aM officers of tho Militia, in this Pro- 
‘vince, to aid and assist the said Committees, and to exe- 
cute such orders ag they, or cithar of them, shall receive 
from the Committee of the County or Township where 
they reside. : 

The Letter from Richard Smith, esq,, with the enclosed 

Resolve of the Continental Congress, wore rand the se- 
‘cod tia.) . « 
» Ordered, That Richard Smith, Esq., deliver to the 
‘Presidents og Vice-Prosidant, the one thousand Dollars by 
hint reoaivedfrom tho Continantal Congress, mentionad 
in said Resolve: and that tho said President, or Vico-Pre- 
sident, lay a ae same for Wire-Arms, for the use of tho 
Continental Troops in this Colony, 

Ordered, That John Posee, Esq., delivor the Arms, by 
him purchased, to,Colonel William Mawwell, or his order, 
for the use of the Continental Troops in this Colony. 

Application was made fram the Committee of the 
County of Morris to this Committee, recommending Jacob 
Ford, Jv., to be commissioned-Colonel ; Ellis Cook, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ; Cornelius Ludlow, First Major; Eleazer 
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Lindsley, Second Major; and John Doughiy, Adjutant, 
of the Enstorn Regiment of Militia, in ‘the Coynty of 
Morris, ? 

Ordered, That Commissions bo issued, agrécable to the 
above recommendation. 

Ordered, That the Prisoners of War, now in the Bar- 
racks at Trenton, be removed from thence by the Com~ 
mittee of Observation of that town, to such convenient 
quarters as they may bo able to procure, in oder that the 
Continental Forces may occupy the said Barracks; and 
that the expenses in providing quarters for such Prisoners 
be paid out of tho Provincial money in the Treasury. 

Ordered, That the President write to the Continental 
Congress, acquainting them that tho Congress of this Pro- 
vince are to meet this month, at which time they will, 
undoubtedly, give all due attention to raising the Battalion 
ordered in this Colony; this Committee having, for weighty - 
reasons, deferred issuing warrants tll meeting of Congress, 
being firmly persuaded that the appointment of oflicers by 
the Congress will give much greater satisfaction in the 
Colony than il appointed by this Committec; at the same 
time recommend Azariah Dunham, Esq., to be appointed 
Commissary for supplying such Battalion, when raised. 


Tho Committee adjourned their present sitting. 


GENERAL SOUUYLER T0 GENERAL WASILINGTON, 
Albany, January 13, 1776, 

Lwish Thad no occasion to send my dear General this 
melancholy account. My amiable friend, the gallant 
Montgomery, is no moro; the brave Arnold ig wounded ; 
and wo have mot with a severe check, in an unsuccessful 
aitempt on Quebecke. May Moaven be graciously pleasod 
that the misfortune may terminato here, [tremble for 
ow people in Canada; and nothing, my dear sir, seems 
loft, to prevont the most fatal consequences, but an imme-' 
diate reinforcement, that is nowhere to be had, but from 
you, and tho only route, that which I have pointed out in 
my lotter to Congress, copy of which you have enclosed. 
Nor do {think that a loss number than I have mentionad 
will suflice. Should your Excellency think proper to send 
tho troops, you will plonse to let me know it by Express, 
that I may send provisions to Onion River. 

Congress has wrote to me on tho subjeot of my request 
to rete, Our aftirs aro much worso than whon I mada 
the request; this is motive suflicient for moto continue ta 
serve my country in any way I on bo thought most ger- 
viceable, hut my utmost can bo but lite, weak and jndis+ 
posed as Lam. 

Tho clothing is gone to Cambridge. : . 
Tam your Uxeolleney’s most obediont and, most humble 


servant; Punar Sonuyagn.* 
To Ilia Excellency Gonoral FFashington. #0” 


GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF YONGRESS, ” 
[Road January 17,1776) gap wy eters 
Albany, January 19, 1776-48 o'gloght, By Mar+ + 
Sim: Within this half hour, Mr. Aneill attivedewith the 
unfortunnte account contained in the enclosed; *My ami- 
able and gallant friend, General Montgomery, is no more $ 
he fell in an unsuccessful attack on Quebeck, on the 80th 
ultimo, My feelings on this unhappy occasion ,are too 
poignant to admit of expression, May Heaven avart my 
further evils. we! 
In the present critical situation of afthirs, it ig evident to 
me that nothing but the immediate march of a body of 
troops into Canada can secure that Province, for the Ca- 
nadians, as | have heretofore observed, ave not to be dee 
pended upon ; only ons hundred and sixty were at Quebacke 
with Colonel Ltvingston, and those behaved ill, os Mx. 
Antill will inform you. wey 
Tho very great distance of Congress from: here wit 
apologize for a request I shall immediately make to Geug- 
ral Washington, to send three thousand man into Gmada, 
to march, by the way of No. 4, to Onion Rivery from 
whence Lake Champlain is passable to Canadagir , : 
Congress, undoubtedly, conceives it fo be advantageous 
to the cayse of America to sit at Philadelphia} but they 
will bo good’ enough to permit me.to suggest the necossity 
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of a full-empowered Committee immediately to repair to 
this place. . , 

Whilst I was preparing to carry into exceution the reso- 

lutions of Congress respecting Zryon County, I received 
tho two enclosed papeis, maiked Ziyon. Wo have had a 
corroboration of these necounts, and f propose to march 
from hence with what of Militia I can collect; perhaps T 
shall something exceed the Tories in number, who, we are 
informed, are about seven hundred. ‘They have cannon ; 
we have none, and we have a very small quantity of pow- 
der. TLhope, however, to give a good account of them. 
. The garrison of Ticonderoga leave it on Tuesday. I 
have only twenty men as yet arrived, of all the reciuiting 
parties I have sent out; these, 1 suppose, reached Fort- 
George on the 11th. On the 12th I ordered them back, 
to aid me to carry into execution the resolution of Con- 
gress transmitted me by Mr. Tilghman, I shall send an 
express to countermand my ordeis, and to send them on 
to Ticonderoga. 

The hurry Lam in will apologize for my not answering 
your letter sent me by Mr. Tilghman and the other gen- 
tlemen, which I must defer to an hour Jess encumbered 
than the present, 

If any troops can be spared from Jersey, entreat Con- 
gress to send them up, that Ziconderoga may have a gar- 

Tison. 

The money ariived yesterday, and goes off to-morrow. 

Tam, sir, most sincerely, your obedient, humble servant, 

Parr Sonvyeur. 
To the Honourable Join Hancock, Esq. 

P.S. Captain Hazen has stood our friend in the con- 
test. He ‘has been a great sufferer on the occasion; his 
house and’ furniture, L have understood, were destroyed by 
our troops and the Canadians, and that all bis stock of 
cattle were killed and used by our people. If Congress 
means to recompense him, perhaps it would be best to 
have the damage ascertained by a Court of Inquiry, 1 
mention this, lest he should be referred to ma, without, at 
the same time, a mode of liquidating his loss should be 
Presoribed. 

TRYON COUNTY (NEW-YORK) COMMITTER TO MAJON-GENE- 

e RAL SCHUYLER. 

' Tryon County Committoe Chambor, 
January 11, 1776. i 

Honourauty Sm: We have intelligence, by an inha- 
bitant of Kingsborough, (as by the enclosed copies of afii- 
davits will at large appear,) that inimical preparations are 
undertaking against the friends of the American cause in 
Johnstown, and, also, an ambuscade being in wait in the 
woods not very distant from Kingsborough, so that they 
may be warned to approach, and to attack with cannon- 
shot sgto which, yet, should join tho several friends of the 
Governmeit within our country. We immediftely, upon 
thig information, ordered sufficient scouting parties, to spy 
out Whether anf such malicious schemes were enterprised, 
But, in case ‘fo be certain, you must seo us in such a de- 
fonceless situation that we haidly can resist, much less 
destroy, such enemies, for the utinost want of powder, 

We, therefore, resolved, at our Board, to apply, in such 
remarkable nesd, to your Honour, begging that you will 
please’to take these, our distressed condition, into kind con- 
sideration; and to succour us, as soon as possible, with such 
amminition,“and, also, with men, if need should require, 
Relying on your particular zeal for our country’s cause, 
We do not doubt you will grant our request to the safety 
of our country and the real friends of its liberties. 
. You will be pleased to favour us with your opinion, in 
we Mhportant matter, with despatch; remaining, with 
i Reape & honourable sir, your obedient, humble ser- 






y. ‘the Committee: 
: Ege ‘ Isaac Pants, Chairman, 


; r opinion, that we cannot expect much 
success against sith enemies in Johnstown without cannon, 
as they are provided there glike, Pray order two ov three 
af nine-pounders to be sent to our use for that purpose. 
Phis moment, being about one v'elock, after midnight, 
ae at our House o Conyention, Colonsl Frederick 
aucher, of the Mohawk District, and ivforms us} fat he 
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was ncquainted, of a crodible person living in Johnstown, 
that there are now about six of sovon hundrod men realy, 
under arms, in Johnstown, upon some inimical intent, withe 
out doubt, Isaac Panis, Chairman. 


To’ Major-General Schuyler. 
AFFIDAVIT OF JONATHAN FRENCH. 
Tryon County, N.Y Committoo Chambor, i 
January 11, 1776, 

Jonathan French, Jv., of Kingsborough, appeavath, aud 
informeth this Board, under onth, that he beard of a car- 
tain woman, being the wife of an inhabitant near to John~ 
ston-Hall, (which said woman wishes the country well, on 
condition of not boing discovered of hor _intelligence,) 
that there was a fort to be built about said Hall; and the 
friends an the King’s side shall be notified of this plan laid 
by Sir Joh; and about three hundrod Indians lot what 
nation she dees not know) ave lyifg in ambesh, so nigh 
that they can be warned with a cannon shot. Within a 
fortnight’s time, (whereof a part of the timo is already 
past,) the fort aforesaid shall he ready, and the Scotch peor 
ple of Skenesborough shall partly defend the said fort and 
partly join the aforesaid Indians, and the King’s friends 
shall be invited to join. ' 

When all be ready, thore shall be communipation made 
to the country, or, rather, to the Committee of this County 3 
and, upon the moving of the Whigs and attacking Jodns« 
town, the Indians shall suvround them, and fall, in come 
pany with the Scotch people and the Government's frionds 
in the country, upon the said fiends of liberty, and dex 
stroy not only those, but, also, all tho rest of the inhabi 
tants of the country, being on the country's side, entirely 
as, besides, they live in hopes that somo of tho Ste-Nu« 
tions will join and assist them in their schemes, F 

Further the deponent informs, for certainty, that one 
Daniel Russell, of Kingsborough, is sont abroad, with a 
flag and the best pair of horses of Sir John Johnston, to 
inlist people on their (the King’s) side, but hobddy, at 
Jarge, knows where ho is gone, ” 

Also, there aie, already, somo stockades rid, to his 
knowledge, for the above-mentioned fort, and tho Scotch 
people shalt be employed to cut all tho said stockndes 
wanting. And further saith not. . 


A true copy. 
PY Joun Ersrxnorp, Clavie, 


es — 


JAMES PRICE TO GENURAL SCHUYLER. 
Montreal, Janunry &, 1776, 
Sm: The bearer, my good (iend Mr. Antill, will acm 
quaint you with the situation of tho Army here, and the 
late unhappy affair at Quedeek, in which tho brave Gona- 
ral Montgomery fell; this was owing to tho flletimed nds 
vice of a person from Quebeck., Mr. Antil?’s oxtonsive 
knowledgo of this country gives him tho advantage of’ an 
body that can be sent from henca, and will bd‘of infinite 
service to the Congress, in making them thoronghly’ ngs 
quainted with tho minds of the Canadians in general, as 
well as what steps will bo necessmy for seouring this Brow 
vinee and uniting it to the other Colonies. Ho joined the 
General on his arvival before Quedecks, and continued with, 
him until he fell, rendering every service in his power, * 
I fear tho Army here will be in great want of eash; 
our house bas advanced them, since thelr arrival here, ips 
wards of twenty thousand pounds, Wo are now almost 
out of that mticle, and am sorry to say 1 do not find any 
of the merchants here willing to lend; howaver, I hope 
this inconvenience will be romediod by a spoedy supply 
from the Treasury belaws in tho mean time, Vshall dp 
every thing in my power for the support of tho Continen 
tal Army. i 
Have not to add, but am, respectfully, siv, your most 
hupble servant, 


To Major-Genoral Schuyler, &e, 


James Prion, 


GENERAL WOOSTER TO GENERAL SOHUYLYN, 
‘ Montreal, January 8, 1776, 
i Sm; Tho enclosed letters from Colonel Arnold and 
olonel Campbell will inform you of the unbappy fate of 
7 brave and most atniahle friend, General Montgomery 
who, with his Aid-de-oamp Macpherson, Cuptain Cheeren 
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mam, and several other bravo officers and men, gloriously 
foll in an unfortunate attack upon Quedbeck ; unfortunate, 
indeed ; for, in addition to the Joss we sustain in the death 
of the General, one of the bravest men of the age, the 
flower of our Army at Quedbccle were eithar cut off or taken 
prisoners. I little expect, that with the troops who remain, 
to be able to continuc the siege; in short, our situation 
in this country is, at present, and will be, till we can have 
relief from the Colonics, very critical and dangerous. Wo 
really have but very few mon in the country, and many of 
those few not to be depended on, xs we have too dearly 
proved, 

Mr. Antill, a gentleman from Quebeck, who Gencial 

Montgomery appointed an Engineer, 1 beg leave to re- 
comniend to you, Le was with the General when he fell, 
and cun give you paiticulars, He is well acquainted with 
this country; for which reason I have detailed him, to 
pos onto you, ahd so to the Congress, knowing that 
he will be much better able to inform you and them than 
Loan, concerning the state of this country, and what will 
bo necessary to be done; unless we have a number of 
men thrown into this country, as soon as (hey can possibly 
get over tho lakes on the ico, which, L apprehend, might 
be done with sleds, and, at tho samo time, forward some 
powder, as we have but four tous in tho country, at the 
several posts. Wo have lost our Artillery company 3 it 
will, therefore, ba necessary to supply us with another 
very soon, or we mry, possibly, not only lose the footing 
we have got hero, but, perhaps, bo all saerificed in the 
country, There is but little confulence to be placed in the 
Canadians they me but a small remove rom tho savages, 
and aro,fond of being of tho strongest paity, 

Give’ me leave, also, to remind you of what, I dave say, 
General Montgomery has done, that wo are in the greatest 
neod of casli; hard money we shall soon bo in the gicutest 
distress for want of, and, doubtless, (he more so, since the 
check to our arms. Mr, Price bas hitherto supplied us; 
indeed, { know not bow we could have subsisted as an 
army, Without him; he has alrendy advanced for us about 
twenty thousand pounds, and hes assisted us in every way 

assiblo. General Montgomery, in his last letter to mo, 
jogged that Price might be mentioned, in the strongest 
torms, ta the Congicas. 

The necossity of immediate relief, ] am sure, will strike 
your mind vory' forcibly, when J toll you that our enotuies 
In the country are numerous; the Clargy* almost univers 
tally vefusé” absolution fo thase who ave our fiends, and 
preach té the people that itis not now too lite ta take 
arms Ygainst us; thet tho Bostonians ave buat a handful 
of men; which, you know, is too trae, 

Suppose, sir, that Goneral Mashington should dotach a 
thousand mon trom his Army, if there are no other troops, 
already rnised, that can be better spared, Something must 
bo dono, and that speedily, or I greatly fear wo are ruined, 
We havo but five ot six hundred mon for the garrisons of 
this plnoa, Chambly and Se. John’s, Many of the troaps 
insist upon going home, thaly dimes of iulisimant being out; 
some, indeed, have run away without a pass or dismission, 
ag bea ee orders. I jaye been just informed that 
a Captain Pradé, of the Second Battalion of Yorkers, has 
Jed off his company from S%. Johws, Ihave given orders 
to suffer no man to go out of the country, whether they 
will inlist or not; tho necessity of the case, I holiove, will 
justify my conduct. I shall not be able to spare any men 
to reinforce Colonal Arnold; ibis place must he secured 
for a rotrout, if necessary. J called a council of my offi- 
cers in this place, who were, to a nan, agread that [ ought 
to remain here. 1 havo, therefsro, sent Colonel Clindédn 
With MrswPrice, who, | think, may be of great servico to 
iim, God only knows what tho event will be, This 
affair putg.n yery difforent fico upon our intorests in this 
eduntryis jhoWeVor, we must make tho best of it. a 

{have orderad Genoral Montgomery’s papers to be sent 
to mo; when I receive them, I shall conform myself to his 
instructions. I expected you was at Congioss, and had 

* propared to send this melancholy news to General Wash- 
ington, as well as to you; but the post arriving last night, 
I find that‘you was at Aldany, therefore, shall leave it to 

ou, L most heuttily condole with you, with General 
‘Montgomery's friends, and with the country, for so great 
and publick a loss, - : 
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Thave the honour to be, your most obedient, and very 


humble servant, Davin Woosrer. 
To General Schuyler, ’ 


COLONEL DONALD CAMPBELL TO GENENAL WOOSTER: 
Hoad-Quartors bofore Quebock, January 2, 1778, 


Dean Gonenan: This covers one from Cel. Arnold, 
by which, L understand, you will bo particularly informed 
ol’ the state of affairs here, which gives me much anxiety 
of mind, yet I hope no fatal accident will happen to us, 
more than what has happoned ; and, truly, it is distressing 
enough, And, to add to it, several of our men, this two 
days past, have strenuously insisted on being discharged, 
not having iulisted for longer than to the last of December, 
which has been complied with; but it is said by some, 
that their view is only to change companies, and inlist at 
Montreal, which 1 hope may bo true, though, really, few 
of them are worth retaining. Some good men are gone, 
(and same, avan, without  discharge,) and carried off their 
arms, which | wish could be recovered, as being in much 
demand here. 1 hope every disposition of the troops, this 
two days past, will prove agreeable to you, when | have 
the pleasure of seeing you, though, to gratify some Fiold- 
Officors, I shall be necessitated to hold a council of war 
to-morrow, which I pray may agreo in, was it only to sa- 
tisfy the Wield-Officers. I pray you to recoimmtend, in 
the stiongest torms, to Congress, tha absolute necassity of 
sending a sufficient body of troops here, as enrly as possi- 
blo; and T would recommend that those troops already on 
duty at New- York, for axpodition sake, be forwarded here, 
and their place tillod up as fast as they ean be reoruited. 

Medicines aro much wanted here, and Lam told that a 
Dr. Beaumone has claimed a chest worth fifly gninens, 
whieh was tho proporty of the Crown, and ought to belon 
to Congress. IC this is. fact, L could wish it was looked 
into, as tho most expeditious way of providing a supply 
for tho Army, and which must be providedy I hopo you 
will not forgot to remind the Congress of thdthecossity of 
furnishing a suituble chost for the Army that “may bo om 
toys here; a thing much neglected this campaign for our 

uny. 

Muoket half, and smaller sized balls and buckshot, ara 
wanting, and I asteom buckshot moro serviceable than, 
poral allowed. Ihave not, as yet, received return 
of tho killed and wounded; must, therefore, defor it dil 
you arrive, cs : 

1am, dear Gonoral, your most humble servant, 

Dovann Cinprent. 


i 


Ko Genoral Fooster. : 
P. 8, I most sincoroly wish you the compliments of the 
Senson. » 


ny 


COLONEL ARNOLD TO GENERAL WooarEh, 
Gonoral Hospital, January 2, 1776. 

Drar Sm: T wrote yon, three days since, of our dofeat 
and tho death of General Mandgomery and athers, with 
all the information 1 thon had of tho mattgr., W.e,have 
been in suspense, with rogard to my doc this 
afternoon, when Major Meigs was sent out/withpaAlag, for 
the officers? biggago, wha, ho says, aro all taken prisoners, 
oxcopt Captain Hendricks, Licutonant Lhiiphreys, of the 
Riflemen, and Lieutenant Cooper, who wero killed in the 
action. General Carleton says our Joss, in killod and 
wounded, is a hundred. Major Meigs thinks'it does, nat 
exceed sixty, and about threo hundred okey prisoners, 
who are treated very humanely. ‘Theso brit men, Suse 
tained the fore of the whole garrison for three hours, but 
wore finally obliged to yield to numbers, aud the advans 
tayeous situation tho garrison had over them. Several 
other officers, fan» told, are slightly wounded, We had 
tho misfortune of losing one brass six-pounder in the en 
gagement, and all our mortars were taken from Sé, Rague’s 
the evening afler the engagemont. This was thé*fiilt of 
some of the officers who commanded, as they thightyery 
easily have been brought away, agreeable tomy positive 
orders for that purpose. Our force, nt this time, dae not 
excead eight hundred men, including Galunel Livingston’ 
Regiment of two hundred Canadians, and some souttered 
Canadian forces, amounting ta two bit fad more. Many 
of thé troops are dejected, and: anxlous*to get home; and 
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some haye actually set of. I shall endeavour to continue 
the blockade while there are any hopes of success, For 
God's sake order as many men down as you can possibly 
-spare, consistent with the safety of Montreal, and all the 
mortays, howitzers, and shells, that you can possibly bring, 
F hope you will stop every rascal who has deserted from 
us, and bring him back again. ' 

Every possible mark of distinction was shown to tho 
corpse of General Montgomery, who was to be interred 
in Quebeck this day. Had he been properly supported by 
his troops, L make no doubt of our success. We are shoit 
of cash—not more than four or five hundred pounds, and 
only twenty barrels of salt pok. If any can be spared 
from Monireal, I think best to bring it down, and all the 
butter. 

I beg you will transmit a copy of this letter to the ho- 
nourable Continental Congress, and another to his Excel- 
lency Geneial Washington. 1 think it will be highly ne- 
gessary, with the reinforcement which, 1 make no doubt, 
Gongress will send, that they should order all the large 
mortars and howitzers at Crown-Point, Ticonderoga, and 
Fort-George, on to this place. Monsieur Pelissier, who 
has a furnace at Lhree-Rivers, assures me that he can 
cast any size qnd number of shells between this and the 
beginning of April. 1 hope the honourable Continental 
Congress will not think of sending less than eight or ten 
thousand men to secure and form a lasting connection with 
this country. 

Lam in such excessive pain from my wound, (as the 
bones of my leg are affected,) I can only add that I am, 
with the greatest esteem, dear sit, your most obedient and 


yery humble servant, B. Anvoun, Colonel, §e. 
To General Wooster. 


N. B. Many officers here appear dispirited ; your pre- 
sence will be absolutely necessary. I don’t expect to be 
in a capacity to act this two months, B. Annonp 


Albany, January 14, 1776, 


Sir: Through the pest hurry in which the express was 
sent off from hence, the enclosed was forgot. , 
Tam, sir, with sentiments of esteem, your most obedient, 


; humble servant, Pruir Scnuyner. 
To thé Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 


Sin: Lhave sent Colonel Warner to throw into Canada 
whatever numbers of men he can procure upon what ae 
commonly called the Netw-Hampshire Grants; and, in 
order fo encourage them to march without delay, I have 
offered foity shillings, lawful, as a bounty to the men, and 
a month’s pay to the officers, and an allowance of one- 
sixth of a dollar per day ftom their leaving home until they 
can receive Continental provisions, Ihope the Congress 
wil ive their approbation of this measure. 

Amy 8 above, yours, &o,, 


To the Honourable John Alancock. 


Pamir Scnuyier, 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL McDOUGALL. 

; : > Cambridgo, January 13, 1776, 
Sir: T received your favour of the 2d instant last eve- 

ning, and note what you mention of the cannon. I am in 

daily expectation of Colonel Knox’s arrival, and until he 

comes, I cannot, with certainty, inform you whether I shall 

want-the i1on cannon or not, 

4, Upon examination of the stores that were on board the 

hygantine, I find we stand in great need of sholls, and shall 

.i¢ a particular favour if you will, immediately on 






Tea forward the elevon hundred specified al 
fou eh Pp t tho 
Fai hat there is a yessol arrived with you, that 
hrouglit® ns of powdor. I need not inform you 
the. great ty Latin for that article, If it is true 


that this quantify ts artived, it would be of infini i 
ite service 
fe ~ ros ee We, are engaged in, that the whole, or 
hu Ln ; sh as’can be Spaved, was sent with the utmost 
pateh to this camp,, af At bélongs (0 private persons, I 
Hades. you will plrchase it; if tothe ublick, your oxert~ 
g your influence with the Committed Gf Safety to effect 
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this good purpose, will very much obliga, sir, your most 


obedient servant, 
Groran Wasninaron, 


To Colonel Alecander McDougall. 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO MASSACIIUSEITS ASSEMBLY. 
Cambridgo, January 13, 1776, 


Gunrunmen: It is exceedingly painful to ma to givo 
you so much trouble as 1 have, and am like to do, in the 
support of our lines and the arrangement of the new Army. 
But my difficulties must, in their consequences, devolyo 
trouble on you. ‘To my very gieat surprise, I find that the 
whole number of arms which have been stopped from the 
discharged soldiers, amount to no more than one thousand 
six hundied and twenty ; and of that number, no more than 
one hundved and twenty in store, the rest being redeliver- 
ed to the recruits who have come in? 1 also fiad, from tho 
report of the Recruiting offices, that few men are to bo 
inlisted who have arms in their hands, and that they are 
reduced to the alternatiye of either getting no men, or mon 
without aims. Unhappy situation! What is to be done, 
unless their Governments will exert themselves in provi 
ding arms from the several towns, ot in such other manner 
as to them shall seem speedy and effectual, * 

To account for this gront deficiency would be tedious, 
and not much to the purpose. Suilice it, gonetnlly, to say, 
that it has arisen from two causes: the badness of tho arms 
of the old Army, which the inspectors and values of did not 
think fit to detain; and to tho disobediont regiments, which, 
in spite of evory order I could issue to tho contrary, (oven 
to a solemn threat of stopping the pay for tho months of 
November and December, of all those who should carry 
away their arms,) have, in a measure, by stea)th, born 
them away. 

I am glad to hear, by a gentloman of your honourablo 
body, who does me the honour to be the bearer of this let~ 
ter, that you have, for some time past, been collagting 
arms at Vatertown, whilst a good deal of despatch hag 
been used in making them elsawhare. I bog to know how 
many I can rely upon, as the recruits now coming in from 
the country will be useless without, It is to no purpose, 
I find, to depend upon imported ams. What you can 
furnish, I must take on behalf of the Continent, and will, 
upon notice, send soma gentlemen to receive thom. = Will 
it be prudent té apply to such of the Militin ag are going 
away, for their arms? Lenving it‘optional with thom, cane 
not be amiss ; but, will the necessity of the enso justify the 
policy of dotaining them? 1 ask for information, being, 
with great trath and esteem, gontlomon, your most obae 
dient servant, 

Groron Wasninaton, 
To the Hon. James Warren, Spoukor of the House of Ag 
sembly, &c, “ 


——ty 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO MATTURW THORNTON, 
Cambridge, January 15, 1778, 

Sim: Tam very sorry that I should havé so often trou- 
bled you respecting this Army, and that IT am under the 
necessity of applying to you again. 

To my great surprise, sir, I find that, notwithstanding [ 
have taken the utmost pains to prevent the soldiers that 
would not reinlist in the now Army from carrying away 
their arms, or such of them as were good, the whole num~ 
ber collected amounts to only one thousand six hundred and 
tyenty, of which there aro no more than one hundred and 
twenty now instore, the rest being delivered to the rccruits 
who have come in, 

Talso find, from tho réport of the Recruiting officers, 
that few men are to be inlisted who have arms jn their 
haads, and that they are raducod to the disagreeable alters 
native of gotting men without any, or no men atall. Une 
happy situation! What isto be dona? Mast not these 
Governmonts exert themselves in procuring thom from the 
several towns, or in such other manner as to them shall 
seem most effectual and speedy. 

« To account minutely for this great deficieney would be 
tedious, and of no importance. Tshall only say, that it hag 
arisen from two causes, to wit: the badness of the arms.of 
the old Army, which the inspectors and appraisars did not 
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think worth dotnining, and to the disobedience of some 
Regiments, carrying theirs away, in a manner, by stealth, 
notwithstanding every order I could issue, and even solenin 
threats of stopping the pay for the months of November 
and December of thoso that should, 

Tho prospect of getting imported aims is so remote and 
uncertain that T cannot depend upon it. I, theieforo, re- 
quest the favour of you to inform me, whether you have 
any, and what number belongs to the Government, as, also, 
if you will bo able to procio more, und in what time. If 
you have any, or can get them, I shall be glad to take 
them on account of the United Colonics. They must be 
had if possible. I have wrote to the honouable General 
Court of this Province about the same, but have not re- 
esived thoir answer. Should any of your Militia be here 
when T get your answer, will it be prudent to apply to them 
for their arms? Leaving it optional in them cannot be 
amiss ; bu, will the hhecessity of the case justify an invo- 
luntary detention of them? Task for information. 

Tam, sir, with great esteem, &c., 

Groraz Wasiineton. 


To the Won, Matthew Thornton, Esq., President of the 
Convention of New-Zlampshire. 


BENJAMIN FLSSENDEN TO JAMES WARREN, 
Sandwioh, January 13, 1776, 
Tonounnp Si: In compliance with tho desio of a num- 
ber of the mambors of the Committaes of Correspondence 
and Inspection for this town, I enclose you a copy ol tho 
vote passed by thom yesterday, Tho Commitee have 
done all in their power to stop said vessel, reforied to in 
the voto, and have had repeated assurances that sho should 


snot sail without liberty; but, as sho has sailed, thoughe it a 


duty incumbent on them, to give information of it to the 
honourable Ifouse, that if any thing further was necessary, 
they might give such order thereon ag to them should, i 
their wisdom, scem best. Mr, Nye is a momber of our 
Committee, and to him I bog lenve to refer you for a mora 
particular account of the conduct of the owners, telative to 
their sonding away tho vessel. 

Lam, honoured sir, your most obedient, humble sorvant, 

Bensamiy Inssonpon. 


To the Hon. James Warren, Baq. 


o 
» Ata meoting of a number of tho Members of the Com. 
mitteos of Correspondence and Inspection, of the town of 
Sandwich, on January 12, 1776, Mr Stephen Nyo was 
chosen Chairman, and Benjamin Iessenden, Clork. 

Presont: Messis. Stephen Nye, liakin Tobey, Ticu- 
tenant John Dillingham, Captuin Simeon dish, Llisha 
Pope, Nathaniel Fish, Seth freeman, Usquire, Lot Nye, 
and Benjamin Lessenden. 

Whereas, the Committees, or at least a number of each, 
were somo timo past informed that a certain sloop, re« 
puted to bo owned by Solomon Nye, of Lalmouth, Devt 
Barlow, Jesse Barlow, and Obed Barlow, of this town, 
wus praparing to go on a voyage to tho /ost-Indies, con- 
trary to the recommendations of the Continental Congress 
and Provincial Assembly 5 and, in consoquenco theicol, 
chose one of their number to make inquiry into the affair; 
and, in caso it was found necessary, to make application 
to the commanding officer of the troops stationce iw this 
County for orders for them to stop said vessel, or somic- 
thing similar to it, the proceedings at which meoting the 
Committee cannot now come at. In consequence of which, 


asaid mombor went and received assurances from the above 


Solomon Nye and Jesse Barlow, that snid yessol should 
hot proceed on said voyage without liberty from tho Ge- 
noral Court, Notwithstanding which, wa Inst week ro- 
ceived informution that said vessol had londed and saved 
on said voyage, but meeting with contrary winds, was re- 
turned and thon at anchor, On which, a number of us 
mat and per the following vote, viz? 

That Captain Ward Swit be requested to repair on 
board said vessel, with such aid as he shall judge necessary, 
and strip her of her sails, or tale somo other offectual 
method to put it out of their power ta prosecute said voy- 
age until they shall obtain liberty, ; 


2 In consequence of which, Cafitrin Swift hath attempted, 
: ; 43 


Fovarn Sentmes.—Von. iv. 
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with a file of men, to stop snid vessel ; but, before ho could 

get on hoard, she came to sail, und is gone of. 

Therofore, voted, that Captain Benjamin Iessenden ba 

desired to write to the Speaker of the honourable [fouse 

of Representatives, and anclose to him a’copy of this vote. 
Unanimously agreed to. A true copy of tho Minutes : 
B. Fassenpen. 





COLONEL BENEDICT ARNOLD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 
Camp boforo Quebook, Januniy 14, 1778, 
Dear Str: I make no doubt you will soon hear of our 
misfortune on the 81st ultimo, and bo vely anxious to 
know our present situation. Our loss and repulso struck 
an amazing panick into both officers and men, and had the 
enemy improved their advantage, our affairs hee must 
have been entirely ruined. Tt was not in my power to 
paral on the officers to attempt saving ovr mortars which 
nad been placed in St. Rogue's, of course they fell into the 
hands of the enemy. Uprwards of one hundied officers and 
soldiors instantly set off for Montread, and it was with the 
greatest difficulty I could persuade the rest to make a 
stand, ‘The panick soon subsided, 1 auanged tho men in 
such order as effectually to blockade the city, and onable 
thom to assist ench other ifattaoled, It was urged by the 
oflicuis to move our ammunition-and autillery stoves, of 
which wo hed a large quantity, and though the risk was 
great, I] could not approve tho mensure as it would un . 
doubtedly have made unfavourable impressions on tho 
minds of the Canadians, and induced them to withdraw 
their assistance, which must have onded in our utter iin, 
1, therefore, put the best feo on matters, and betrayed nu 
maiks of fear, L have withdrawn the cannon ftom our 
battery and placed them round the Magavino. Our piesont 
force Js only seven hundied, J am in daily expeotation of 
a roinforcoment fiom Montreal of two or threo hundred 
men. I oxpected General Wooster, but find he cannot 
loave Monéreal, Colonel Clinéon is just arrived. 1 havo 
put on foot tho rnising a regiment of two or threa hundred 
Canadians, which Tmako no doubt of efteeting, Our 
finaneos mie very low; however, J hopo we shall be able 
torub along, Mr. Price is our only resoures, and has ex« 
erted himself, I wait with gront anxiety the arrival of a 
reinforcement from below. J have wrote the honourable 
Congress my opinion that five thousand men will be naces- 
sary to insure us Quebecte, though it may pessibly be row 
duced with a less number; i appears a blockade may 
answer tho purposo, I think Quodeck on object of too 
much consoquence to tinst it to theovent. If reduced, five 
thousand men will be nocessary fora gariison. 

Yow favour of the bth ultimo, is just como to hand. Tt 
givos mo a most sonsiblo pleasure to have your approba- 
tion of my conduct. I beg you would accept my thanks 
for the notice you havo heen plensed to take of mo and my 
officers, in your new establishmont. Most of them aro pro - 
vided for in an unoxpected manner, not very pleasing to 
mo, 

Enclosed is a list of tho killed and wounded, , Both offf~ 
cers and men behaved with the greatest inttepidity; and 
had not tho General boon basely deserted by lis os we 
should donbtloss have cayried the town, My detachment 
had carried the fist battery; my being wounded, and the 
loss of their guides, retarded them much. Afier tho death 
of the General, they sustained tho force of the whole gar- 
vison for a considerable time, who fied fom under cover, 
and had every advantage of situation. Their potrddt tas 
cut off by tho enemy’s gaining a narrow defile through 
which they ware obligad to pass. ‘They wore overpowered 
by numbers and obligad to resign, though deserving a bet- 
ter fute, Govemour Carle¢on tents thom with humanity, 
and hag given leave for their baggage to be sent in to thon. 

I heatily congratulate you on the success of your priva~ 
tears. J} think the balance of tho Iast year’s account is 
slill in our favour, though we hava met a severe che ik 
here. 1 hope soon to sai He pane of sooing Gnd ; 
Lee, or some experienced officer, here. 

T heartily weal you the protection avd bekstrig ef 
Almighty, aod am, with very great veapget aiid? 63 


; f, eatae A 
deat sir, your obedient, humble sorvang fae" 


SA nNOLD. 
; i, Paedfen aver: 
To General Washington. i 


“ft 
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List of Killed, Wounded, and Prisoners, in the attack on 
' Quebeck, December 83, 1715: 

The brave tind amiable General Montgomery, killed ; 
Captain Macpherson, his Aid-de-camp, killed; Captain 
Cheeseman, Test Battalion Yorkers, killed ; Captain Hen- 
dricks, Pennsyleania Riflemen, killed; Lieutenant £um- 
ghveys, Virginia Riflomen, killed; Lieutenant Cooper, 
Connecticut, killed. 

Colonel Arnold, wounded in the leg; Major Ogden, in 
the shoulder ; Captain Lamb, of the ‘Train, in the head ; 
Captain Hubbard, slightly; Captain Topham, slightly ; 
Adjutant Steel, slightly; Quattermaster aeulor, slightly. 

Non-commissioned officers and privates killed and wound- 
ed, about sixty—names unknown, The whole detachment 
ptisoners, except Captains Smith, Burr, and Hopkins, 
seven subalterns, and about two hundyed privates, sick and 
on command. 


COLONGL HUNTINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL, 
i Camp at Roxbury, January 14, 1776. 


*Honourep Sin: I have your esteemed favour of the 
8th instant, and would devoutly join in your petitions, that 
the hand of the Almighty,in His publick and private deal- 
ings, may be properly and piofitably attended to. God 
has, indeed, appeared for our land, contrary to all human 
reasoning. The principles and hopes of our enemies have 
failed them; the King’s speech, tmeatening as it is, yet 
‘betrays, in almost every sentence, the imbecility of his 
measuies, The Ministry, it seems, have still a morbid 
annjority. It will give the minority new spirits, that so 
eminent and respectuble characters as the Duke of Grafton, 
General Conway, and Bishop of Peterborough, are added 
to their number, And, before this time, the King’s affairs 
“in Canada will look with a dark aspect. Boston papers 
are, now a days, something of rarities. I enclose you one 
for your amusement; the lengthy address in it, animad- 
‘verting on the address fiom our Head-Quarters to the sol- 
diers, ‘has inseited one sentence vory erroneously, “ Your 
offivers tell you, (he says,) that men who are possessed of 
a vivacity,” &¢. ‘The word “not,” which is essential to the 
“meaniniy of the sentence, is left out, As light as they make 
sof the burning of two or three old houses at Charlestown, 
they have pulled down the three or four that escaped the 
flanes. ‘The troops in Boston were under arms all night. 
T have alighted upon some old proclamations in the house 
where Lam, As they are old things, and the productions 
of eminent men, I have had thoughts of sending some of 

-them to you, 

Recruits come in slowly. The Regiments, on average, 

ave not more than four hundred strong. We have, how- 
‘ever, more men than arms. By brother David's letter to 
the Major, the situation of affairs at New-York require im- 
‘mediate attention, That Colony has hitherto been, and 1 
fede will forever be, a moth to us, 1 almost wish its capi- 
*tal was in ashes, 

1 send my love and duty to mother, brothers, and sis- 
ters, and a letter to son. 1 Jong to embrace the offspring 
of my dear companion. I implore the Divine merey that 
he may, by his improvements and dutifulness, make some 

vdmends to his grand-parents for the loss of their lovely 
daughter, That he may be a blessing to his fiends and 
the world ; above all, that his name be written in Heaven. 
That you way experience mich of the presence of the 
Father of fights, carrying you through the important busi- 
ness of Ps station, and have occasion to rejoice in the 
happy fruits of your care and labour: 
; Lam, with all duty and affectionate regards, your be- 
idaved son, 


aie 
iH Go vernour Trumbull, 
Vhnamvah 
GENBRAL-WASHINGTON XO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read Jamlary 25, 1976, refered to the Committea of Correspondence.) 
’ * +s Gambridge, January 14, 1776, 
Sir: [ am exceedingly sorry that 1am under the neces- 
sily of applying to you, and calling the altention of Con- 
ress to the state ‘of our arms; which is truly alarming. 
Yon the dissolution of the old Army, I was apprehensive 
vite new would be deficient in-this instance ; and that 
Want'hlight be as inconsiderable a¥ possible, 1 gave it 


Jepenianw Hunrinaron. 


—— 
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Ei 1 

in orders, that tha arms of sich mpn Ag dl hot relrilist, 
should be (ar such of'them as were good) retained at the 
piices which sliduld be affixed by persons appointed to in- 
spect and value them ; and that we might be sire of them, 
J added, that there would be a stoppage of pay for the 
months of November and December, fie those aie should 
carry their fire-locks away without their being first exa- 
mined. I hoped, by these precautions, to have procured 
a consideable number; but, sir, ] find, with much concern, 
that from the badness of the arms, and tho disobedience of 
too many in beating them off, without a provious inspec- 
tion, that very few were collected. Neither are wo to ex- 
pect that many will be brought in by the new recruits; the 
officers who are out inlisting having reported that few men 
who have arms will engage in the service, and that they 
are under the disagreeable alternative of taking men with- 
out arms, or of getting none. Unhappy situation, and 
much to be deplored! especially, when wo hav8 every raa- 
son to convince us, that we have to contend with a formi- 
dable army, well provided of every necessary, and that 
there will bo a most vigorous exertion of Ministerial von- 
geance against us, as soon as they think themselves in a 
condition for it, I hops itis in the power of Congress to 
afford ustelief, If it is not, what must, whatoan be done? 

Our treasury is almost exhausted, and tha demands 
against it very considerable, A constant supply of money 
to answer every claim and oxigency, would much promote 
the good of the service. In the common aftnirs of life It 
is useful; in war it is absolutely necessary and essential. 
I would beg leave, too, to remind you of tents, and of their 
importance, hoping, that if an opportunity has offered, you 
have procured them. 

I fear that our Army will not be raised to the new esta 
blishment in any reasonable time, if ever; the inlisting yoos, 
on so very slow, that it almost seems at an end, 

In my letter of the 4th inst., L wrote you that I had reecived 
certain intelligence from a Mr. Uuéchinson and othets, 
that two of the five regiments from Cork, were arrived at 
as, one at Boston, and tho two others had sailed for 
Quebcelc, and had not been heard of. J am now assured, 
as a matter to be relied on, by four captains of ships, who 
left England about the 2d November, and who appear to 
be men of veracity, that the whole of theso regiments, (ox 
cept the three companies that arrived at Boston some time 
ago,) when they sniled, were at Milford-laven, where 
they had been obliged to put in by,a violent storm the 19th 
of Ovtober; that they would nat be ablo to leave it for 
a considerable time, as they were undor the necessity of 
repairing their yessels and getting some new ones taken up. 
Such is the uncertainty and contradiction in what L now 
hear, that it is not possible to know what to believe or dis« 
beliove. 

I wrote to the General Court yestorday, and to the Cons 
vention of New-Hampshire, itnmediately upon seeing the 
great deficiency in our arms, praying that thay would Ynt 
rest thomselyes in the matter, and furnish mo with alk 
their power. Whether I shall got any, or what quantity, 
I cannot determine, having not received their answers, 
The same application will be made to the Govertiments 6f 
Connecticut and Rhode-Island.  * ‘ 

Ido myself the honour to send you sundry newspapét 
Treceived from the nbove-mentioned captains, ng they ma y 
be later than any you have seen, and contain some’ inte 
resting intelligence. 

I have the honour to be, with much esteem and regard, 
your most obedient servant, ; 


Groraz Wasrunaron, 
To the Hon, John Hancéck, Esq. ot 


ny 


GENERAL WASHINGTON ‘TO JOSEPIT RHED, 

a Cambridge, January M4, 1776, 
_,Dran Sm: The bearer presents an opportunity to me 
of acknowledging the receipt of your favour of the 80th 
ultimo, which never came to my hands till last night, and 
if Thave not done it before, of your other letter of the 
23d preceding. ees 
The hints you have communicated from time to tine 
not only deserve, but do most siheerely and éordially niest, 
with my thanks. You gamot render a tnore Bee eta Bhs 
Service, nor, in my estimation, give ine make GAY sity 
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proof of your.(riendship, than by a free, open, and undis 
guised account of every matter relative to myself or con- 
duct. I can bear to hear of imputed or yeal ¢riors. The 
mon who wishes to stand well in the opinion of others, 
must do thig, because he is thereby enabled to correct his 
faults, or remove the prejudices which ave imbibed against 
him, For this reason, L shall thank you for giving me the 
opinions of the world upon such points as you know me 
to be interested in; for, as { have but one capital object in 
view, I could wish to make my conduct coincide with the 
wishes of mankind, as far as 1 can consistently; I mean, 
without departing from that great line of duty which, 
though hid under a cloud for some time, from a peculiarity 
of ciicumstances, may, nevertheless, bear a scrutiny. 

My constant attention to the great and perplexing ob- 
jects which continually rise to my view, absorbs all lesser 
considerations, and, indeed, scarcely allows me to reflect 
that theres such a Body in existence as the General Court 
of this Colony, but when lam reminded of it by a Com- 
mittee; nor can J, upon recollection, discover in what in- 
stances ({ wish they would be more explicit) L have been 
inattentive to or slighted them. They could not, surely, 
gonceive that there was a propriety in unbosoming the se- 
crets of an army to them ; that it was necessary to ask their 
opinion of throwing up an intienchment or forming a bat- 
talion, It must, therefore, be what J before hinted to you; 
and how to remedy it 1 badly know, as Lam acquainted 
with fow of tho mombors, never go out of my own lines, 
nor seo any of them in them. 

s, Lom exceedingly sorry to hear that your little fleot has 
+ been shut in by the fost, hope it has sailed cie this, 
and given you somo proof of the utility of it, and enabled 
the Congreas to bestow a lithe move attention to the afliirs 
of this Army, which suffers excreta by their overmuch 
* business, or too Jittle attention to i, We are now without 
any money in our treasury, powder in our magazines, or 
arms in our stores. We ara without a Brigndier, (the want 
of whom has been twenty times utged,) Engineors, Mx~ 
prosses, (hough a Committea has been appointed these 
two months to establish thom,) and, by-nnd-by, when we 
shall he called upon to take the field, shall not haye a tont 
to lie ine Apropos, what is doing with mine? 

Those are evils, but small int comparison of those which 
disturb my present repose. Quy inlistinents ara at a stand; 
ithe fears | ever entertained aro realized; that is, the dis. 
contented oflicers (for [do not know how clse to aecount 
for jt) have thrown sucl difficulties or stumbling-blocks in 
the way af recruiting, that { no longer onteitain a te of 
completing the Army by voluntary inlistments, and 1 sce 
no movo nor fikelihood to do it by other means, In tho 
last two weeks, wa havo inlisted but about a thousand 
men; whoreas, | was confidently led to believe, by all the 
officers I conversed with, that wo should, by this time 
hove had the regiments nomly completed. Our tota 
nuober upon paper amounts to about ten thousand five 
hundvad; but, as a Inrgo portion of these are roturned 
not joined,” I never expect to receive them, as an inel- 
fectual ordor has once issued to call them in.  Auother is 
now gone forth, aves apie requiring all officers, under 
pain of being cashicred, und rociuits, of being treated as 
deserters, to join their respective regiments by tho first da 
of next.month, (hat J,may know, my real strength ; but, if 
my fears ave not imaginary, shall have a drendiul account 
of the advanced month’s pay. In consequence of the as- 

surances given, and my expectation of having; at least, 
men enough inlisted to defond our lines, (to which may be 
added my unwillingness to burden the cause with unnecgs- 
sary sxpene,) no reliof of Milida has been ordered in’to 
supply the places of those who are released from thoir 
engagements to-marrosy, and as to whom, though muny 
have promised to continue out the month, thers is no se- 
curity for their stay, * 

"thus am I situated, with respect to men. With regard 
to arms, I am yet worse off, Before the dissolution of the 
old Army, J issued an order, directing three judicious men 
of each brigade, to attend, review, and appraise the good 
arms of every regiment; and, finding a very great unwil- 
lingness in the men to part with their arms, (at tha same 
time not having it in my power to pay them for the months 
of November and December,) I threatened severely, that 
avery soldier who should cary‘away big fire-lock without 
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leave, should never receive pay for those months. Yet, so 
many have been canied off, partly by stealth, but chiefly 
as condemned, that we have not, at this time, one hundred 
guns in the stores, of all that have been taken in the prize~ 
ship and from the soldiery, notwithstanding our regiments 
ate not half complete. At the same timo, L am iold; and 
believe it, that, to 1estrain the jnlistment to men with arms, 
you will get but few of the former, and still fewor of the 
latter, which would be good for any thing, [ow to get 
furnished, I know not. [ have applied to this and the 
neighbouring Colonies, but with what success, tine, only, 
can tell. The reflection on my situation, and that of this 
Army, produces many an unhappy hour, when all aronnd 
me are wrapped in sleep. Few people know the predica- 
ment we ne in, ona thousand accounts; fewer, still, will 
beliove, if any disaster happens! to these lines, from what 
cause it flows. 1 have often thought, haw much happier 
I should havo been, if, instead of accepting the command 
under such circumstances, I had taken my musket on m 
shoulder and entered the ranks; or, if I could have justi- 
fied the measure to posterity and my own conscience, had 
vetired to tho back country and lived in a wigwom. If I 
shall be able to rise superior to these and many other difi- 
cultios which might be enumerated, I shall most religiously 
heliove that the finger of Providence is in it, to blind tha 
yes of our enomies; for, smely, if we get well through 
this month, it must be for want of their Knowing the dis 
advantages wo Jubour under. 

Could I hava foreseen the difficulties which have come 
upon us; could Ihave known that such a backwardness 
would have been discovered, among tho old soldiers, to the 
serviec, nll the Generals upon cavih should not have cone 
vineed mo of the propriety of delaying an attack upon 
Boston iill this timo, When it can now be attempted, I 
will not undertake to say; but thus much I will answer 
for, that no opportunity can present itself eatlier than my 
wishes, Dut, ag this letter discloses somo interesting 
truths, [shall bo somewhat uneasy until J hear it gots to 
your hands, although the conveyance is thought safe. 

We made a suecessful attempt, a fow nights ago, upon 
tho houses near Bundeer’s il. A party, under Major 
Knowlton, crossed upon tho mill-dam, the night being 
dark, and sot fire to and burnt down eight, out of fourteen 
which wero standing, and which we found they were daily 
palling down for fucl, Hive soldiers and tho wife of one 
of them, inbnbiting ono of the houses, wore brought off 
piisoners; another soldier was killed; none of outs huyt. 

Having undoubted information of tha embarkation of 
troops (somewhers from threo to five hundred) at Boston, 
and being convinced they are desigued cither for the Netw- 
Yorke Government (from whence wo have soma very dis- 
agreeable accounts of the conduct of the Tories) or Vir- 
ginia, I despatched General Lee, a few days ago, in order 
to svoure the City of New-York ftom falling into their 
hands, a9 the consequences of such a blow might prove 
fatal to our interests, Ho js, also, to inquiro alittle into 
the conduct of the Long-Jslanders, and such othais as 
havo, by their conduct and declarations, proved themselves 
inimical] to the common cause, To effect thesa,purpates, 
he is to raise volunteers in Connecticut, and all upp the 
troops of New-Jersey, if not contrary to any order, of 
Congress. 

By a ship arrived at Portsmouth, Neww-Hampshire, we’ 
have London prints to the 2d of November, containing the 
Addresses of Parliament, which are litle more than a,fe- 
price of the Speech, with assurances of standing: by ‘his 

ajesty with lives and fortunes. ‘The captains (lor thera 
wore three of four of them passengers) sty, that we hava 
nothing to expect but the most vigorous oxertions of Ads 
ministration, who have a dead majority upon all questions, 
although the Duke of Grafton and General Conaway linve 

joined the minority, as, also, the Bishop of Peerborough. 
‘These captains aftirm, confidently, that the five regiments 
from Ireland cannot, any of them, have arrived at ILa/ifire, 
inasmuch as, by a violent storm on the 19th of October, 
the transports were forced, in a very distressed condision, 
into Milford-Haven, and wero not in a condition tg put to 
sea when they loft London; and the wenthor ‘bis been 
such, since, as to prevent heavy-loaded ships fiom making 
passage by this time. One or two trangpdfts, they hdd, 
were thought to be lost; but these artiyet! some consider- 
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able time ago at Boston, with three companies of the Se- 
venteenth Regiment, 

Mr, Styre bas been committed to the Tower, upon the 
information of a certain Lieutenant or Adjutant Richard- 
son, (formerly of your city,) for treasonable practices ; an 
intention of seizing his Majesty and possessing himself of 
the Tower, it is said in “* The Crisis”? But he is admitted 
to bail, himself in five hundred pounds, and two sureties in 
two hundred and filty pounds each, 

What are the conjectures of the wise ones with you, as 
to the French aimarent in the West-Indies? But, pre- 
vious to this, is there any certainty of such an armament? 
The captains, who are sensible men, heard nothing of this 
when they left England; nor does there appear any ap- 
prehensions, on this score, in any of the measures or 
speeches of Administration. I should think the Congress 
will pot, ought not, to adjourn at this important crisis, 

But it is highly necessary, when Iam at the end of the 
second sheet of paper, that I should adjourn my account 
of matters to another letter. { shall, therefore, in Mrs. 
Washing lon’s name, thank you for your good wishes to- 
wards her, and with compliments, added to mine, to Mrs, 
Reed, conclude, dear sir, your sincere and affectionate 
servant, 


To Jostph Reed, Esq. 


Grones Wasnineron. 





[cenenaL wAsHINeToN] TO COLONEL WENTWORTH. 
Cambridgo, January 14, 1776, 

Sin; Iam commanded by his Excellency to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your favour of the 10th instant, with 
sundry newspapeis, packages, &c., by your young man, 
and to return you his thanks for the same, and your great 
attention to the directions he has given you. He is much 
obliged for your information respecting the store-ships, and 


Tri ty. siya sae of ther sony bs brought 
file into poit by our armed cruisers, as they will be of 


immense yalue to us, 
Tam, sir, yours, &¢. 
To Joshua. Wentworth, Esq., Portsmouth. 


a Pees 


GOOCHLAND CoUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE, 

At q meeting of the Committee of Goochland County, 
at the Court-House, on Monday, January 15, 1776: 

Present seventeen Members. 

The Rev. Mr. William Douglas being summoned to this 
Committee on the information of sundry witnesses, that the 
sid PVilliam Douglas had spoken disrespectfully of the 
people of America, appeared, and after the witnesses were 
examined, this Committee are of opinion that Mr. Doug- 
fas has said nothing worthy of notice, and that he should 
he acquitted with honour, 

Grorar Unnenwoon, County Clerk, 





PRINCE EPWARD COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 


At ameeting of the Committee for the County of Prince 
Edward, January 15, 1776: 
: Samuel Burkes, an inhabitant of this County, having been 
summoned to attend this Committee, in consequence of an 
information lodged against the said Burks, on suspicion of 
his having acted as an encmy to America, appeared, and 
after hearing the testimony of several witnesses, summoned 
and examined relative to Mr. Burks’s conduct, it appears 
ta this Committee, that the report was altogether false and 
is and that the said Buries is entirely innocent of 
the'charge: wherefore, he is honomably acquitted. 
+ Ordered, That a copy of the above Resolves be trans- 
mitted to Mr. Alewander Purdie, and entreat him to pub- 
lish ‘the saine, 
Jou Nasu, Jun., Chairman pro tem, 
Bawsamtw Lawson, Clerk. 


% 
— 


‘ AGCOMACK COUNTY. (VINGINTA) COMMITTER. 


In Committes, Aucomack County, 
_ January 15, 176, i 


Ma 
yfisd<complaint being, heretofore, lodged against Captain 
Whthss Kelton, matiner, a native of this County, fou that 
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he has opposed the moasures adopted by the honourable 
the Convantion of this Colony for raising toops, and pre- 
vented, as much asin his power, recruits from being raised 
in the said service, and that ho also hag ax pressed himsolfin 
language inimical to the American cause, the suid Kellum 
this day appeared, and answered the samo; and sundry 
witnesses being examined on oath, it appeared, that ho has 
much opposed the said mensures, and provented men froin 
listing in the said service, and that he cxpressed himself in 
these words, viz: “Damn the Bostonians, what nro they 
but a pack of Gd damned Rebels ?” “Apis 

The Committee taling this case into consideration, aro 
unanimously of opinion that he has acted the pait of an 
enemy to his country, and that the same bo published in 
the Gazette; but the said Kellum appeared penitent, and 
expressing himsolf very sorry for his past impradeut canduct, 
promising to behave himself for the future in such manner 
as to regain and merit the confidenct of his countrymen, 
and being seemingly convinced of his error, and voluntaril 
signed the Recantation heroafier written, it is recommend~ 
ed to his said countrymen to receive him into their former 
fayour and good opinion: , 

* Whereas, I have spokon sundry vory malicious and 
disgracoful words of the noble and spirited Sons of Liberty in 
New-England, now bleeding in the cyuse of freedom, and 
have been so impudent as to find fault with the proceedings 
of tho honourable the Convention of Virginia, do hereby 
acknowledge, that my formar opinion of the Bostonians, 
and of the proceedings of the honourable Convention, was 
founded on mean and naviow principles, and that I do 
hereby renounce the same, and will, for tho futuro, conduat ° 
myself in such a manner as shall merit the good opinion of 
tho good people of this country and tho publicl in general, 
against whom I have offended ; and hopo for this, my fee 
and open recantation and acknowledgmont, to recoive par." 
don and forgiveness from the publick for my above offence.” 

Cusris Kanu” 

Extract from the Minutes: 

Joun Powrnn, Clerk, 


DANIEL OF ST, THOMAS JENIFER 'TO OMARLTS CARROLL, 
BARRISTER, 

Stopnoy, January 18, 1776, 
My Dean Bamusran: Govornour den is now with 
me, and very désirous and willing to co-operate with you 
and Mr, Tilghman, and such othe gontlomon of the Con- 
vention, as are willing to disparse the cloud that has almost 
overshadowed and ready to burst upon us, Tot mo, there 
fore, beg and beseech you to use your influence with Mr. 
Tilghman, Mr, Jonson, My, Holliday, and Mr. Stone, to 
dine with me to-morrow if the Convention should breale up 
in timo, if not the noxt or any other day that may suit, f 
know the Zaséern-Shoro gontlomen ave anxious (o ot 
home, but I flattor myself, that thoy will think on adii- 
tional day to the many they hava spent on publick busi- 
noss will not be thrown away in attempting to forma plan 
which may save millions of money and thousands of lives, 
I know your disposition, and need say no mora, but to do~ 
sire that you will communicate my eoquest to the abovo 
named gentleinen, and send an answer by Charles, who 

will wait your commands, 
Tam, truly and affectionately yours, 
Danien or Sz, Tuomas Juniver. 


To Charles Carroll, Barrister. 


t 


CARLES CARROLL, BARRISTER, TO DANINI OF 88, THOMAS 
JENIFER, 

° January 15, 1776, , 

My Dean Mason: T communicated your Jottor to tho 
gewtlemon you mentionad ; thoy will, with the utmost plea- 
sure, lond their assistance to form a plan for the vory good 
purposes you mention, and would most willingly wait on 
you to dinner to-morrow, but think it impossible they can 
get back time enough to meet tho onse in the afternoon. 
Wilhit be agreeable to the Governour and yourgelf'to take 
a scrap of dinner with mo to-morrow. You know | cannat 
give you meat, but you shall both be mogt heartily wal~ 
come to what I can givo you, « Wo expect the Convene 
tion will break up to-morfow evéning, + Pray let me,hear 
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from you to-morrow morning early, we must have a meet- 
ing. Your affectionate humblo servant, 

Cuannes Carnonn, 
‘To tho Hon. Daniel of St. ‘Thomas Jenifer, Esq. 

P.S. I wrote you a noto about dimer time, on the 
appointment of the Council of Safety, whieh I hope you 
received. * 

OURISTOPIER GADSDEN TO COMMODORE HOPKINS. 
Philndolphia, Junuary 15, 1776. 

Sm: I last night received my orders to go to Carolina, 
,and oxpect to set out on Thursday moining for one of our 
pilot boats, now at New-Caséle, in which I shall take my 
chance, Should you come out our way, if you think pro- 
per to let me know to-morrow or next day, what signal you 
will show when off our bar, you may depend on my keep- 
ing a gootldook out fer you, and let nobody know the sig- 
nal, but when it is necessary. 

Tam, sir, your most humble servant, 

Cnruisrorumr Gapspry. 
To the Honourable Mseck Lopkins, Esq., Commander-in- 
chief of the Meet of the United Colonies. 

(Stanwan: Some one of the fleet, if together, or the small 
sloop, if'alono, will hoist a striped Sag half up to flying-stay.) 


NEWYORK DELEGATES TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
{Road January 17, 1776.) 
; ' Now-York, January 15, 1776, 


oe Sint My, Ldvingston arrived here on Saturday, and 
immoadintely dommunicated to us your letters, desiring us 
to purchase a quantity of powder, &c,, we necordingly mado 
*a partioular inquiry how much of that article is now in this 
Provinoo, and find thera is not, nor has there bacon, any 
since last Apri?, but what has been in the hands of tho 
Committee here, of which wo send an account enclosed, 
whereby it appears that there is now in the publick store 
aix thousand threo hundred and fifty pounds, which, with 
what is due from the Continent to this Province, is all the 
stock they have ; four hundrod and sixty-two quarter casks 
wag all the powder that was brought from Curacoa, though 
jt was said that it was to the amount of three hundred bar- 
rels, and that sevaral othor vessels, which arrived about the 
game timo, had also brought powder, which was without 
foundation, , 

A report prevails hero that a fleet of eighteen trans- 
ports, tlicea ships of war, and a bomb-keich, havo sailed 
from Boston; that Genorul Lee has dosived Governour 
Trumbull to got fifteen hundred men in readiness, with all 
despatch ; chat be intended to march with a small body of 
men fiom Cambridge to Connecticut, and with the troops 
to bo raised in Connecticut to march to this place; but, as 
itis probable you havo information from the General, it 
will be needloss for us to enlarge, 

Tho Asta and Pheonix are both in this harbour, and the 
Finer at Sandy-Ilook. 

‘0 ure, sir, your most humblo servants, 
: , Prine Lrvinasron, 
Jonn Axsor, 
. Franois Lows, 
To the Honourable John Mancock, 


ot 


COLONEL MeDOUGALL TO PHILIP LIVINGSTON, 
: Now-York, January 15, 1776, 
* Sint Agrecablo to your desire, I have given you, ’at 
foot, an account of all the Powder this Colony has been 
posséssed Of since the battle of Leaington to this day. 


I am, sit, respectfully, your very humblo servant, 
‘ot Aunxanpmn McDougal, 


Powdor in our possession since April, 1775: 


Tn the Lie alge on that day, about ~ ~ ~- 1,000 tbs, 
Reported from Pensacola,- - - + - - 1,500 * 

Do. — by Capit, A. Laurence, '- - - - 8,600 « 

‘Do. by Capt. Cannon, from Ciracoa, 462 


quarter bartels, equal to -'- - - + + 11,500 “ 
‘ “47,700 Ibs. 
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Imported by Capt. Murray, - - + - ~ 100 lbs. 


‘ 17,800 lbs. 
Disposed of - - - = = ~ = - = = 1465 


6,850 Ibs. 
This, only, remains for our musketry and field artillery. 


Disposition of the Powder since 17th April: 


Sold, and distributed among the people, - - 900 Ibs. 
Sent, by land, to Canada, early in June, of our 

powder, - - + - - = = = = = 200 
Soon afler sentthere, - - - - - - = 1,200 « 
To Ticonderoga and Albany, - - - - - 800 “ 


To the Northern Army, in October, - + 1,400 « 
Sold, and gavo to the Minute-Men of the Colony, 2,000. « 
To Suffolk, ofthe last,- - - ~ - - ~ 1,000 “ 
To Westchester, do.- - - = - - 1,000 « 
Deposited at the Fort, for the upper Counties, 8,000. £ 
Paida debt to Jersey, - - - - « «= - 450 & 


11,450 lbs. 
Sir, my memory does not serve me, without looking 
over the Journals, as to several small parcels of Powder 
delivered out; but the whole now in the Magazine, and in 
the Barracks, is two hundred and thirty-five quarter casks. 
Aurxanper MoDovaatn. 
To Philip Livingston, Esq. 








EXTRACT OF A LETLER PROM A GENTLEMAN IN ALBANY TO 
OND. IN HARTFORD, DATED sanuany 15, 1776, 

Last iday came an oxpress to this city, with the news 
that Sir John Johnston, (son of the late Sir Pilliam,) with 
about five hundred men, und a few Indians, (Mohawks,) 
weie assembling in hostile posture, &c. Tho Count 
Committee convened immodintely, and ordeved the Mi- 
nue-Mon in Albany, Schenectady, Schoharie, Tlalf- 
Moon, &e,, 10 march to Johnstown, with four days pro 
vision, an axe to every sixth man, &c., who aro now gone 
and going; but [ rather guess will prove a false alarm, in 
part, or, at least, less alarming than at first received, 

PLS. Monday Ruening, January 15.—To-morow 
morning, vory carly, Gonoral Schuyler, with the multitudes 
come in fram Berkshire, and all around, (except thoso 
gone forward to Schenectady, and same sent home to pre- 
pare for tho tour of Canada) will sot off fr Johnstown, 
“his city is in the groatest confusion; every countenande 
is changed; Whigs depressed and melancholy, and imme 
diately animated and rovengoful, or rathay spirited for a 
noble and vigorous eflort in the causo of liberty; whilst the 
Tories prick up thair cars, Ono of thom, for publiokly 
ernie at Gonoral Montgomary’s untimely fall, is ¢loset« 
od in tho City-Iall. 

P.S, 16th, ten o'clock, A, M.—Tho General Just gond 
to Schenectady, on his way to Johnstown, accompunied by 
many good soldiers, &. Success attund thom. 


—_— 


NUSSAGE TO TITE MONAWKS, BY MR. BLELCKER, INDIAN 
i INTERPRETER, JANUARY 15, 1776, ae 
Brothers: 1am sent by the Commissioners of the Eni. 

ded Colonies, to acquaint you that the brethren of Albany 
have received information that several persons, in and about 
Johnstown, are busy in inlisting men to cut our throats, and 
are making other hostile preparations to assist in enslaving 
this country, and to provent and stop up the rond of cam 
munication to the westward. Your Atbany brothers, on 
this alarming occasion, have collected their warriors, and 
are now sending them up the river, in order to inquire into 
the truth of the report, and act thereupon as they may 
jndgo needful, 

Prohari: Be not alarmed at these Lange 3 nothin, 
is intonded against you; our own safety and liberty imp¢ 
us to this measure; you can rest perfectly satisfied that wa 
will invariably pursuc our friendly disposition towards you, 


_and expect that you will, agreeable to the promises you 


mado us at Albany, take no part in the prosent alraggle, » 
Brothers: We promised you, Inst Summer, shyt Soke 
and his family should pot be molested, while he took no 
measures aguinst us: We are yet of that mind ; and, if he 
has acted a3 an honest man, he need not fearany. danger. 
Brothers: Lest the preparations. ad, march into your 
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country should alarm the Sia Nations, we desire that you 
will send some of your young men with this speech to the 
end of the House of the Siw Nations, that no uneasiness 
ingy take place in their minds. 


Reply of the Mouawxs, sent by Mr. Burecxer. 


Brothers: This belt we present to the Commissioners 
of the Twelve United Colonies, and our brotheis of Alba- 
ay, and desire them that the troops that were coming up 
should not come up so speedily ; that, perhaps, a mode 
might be pointed out to have it settled in an ensier man- 
ner; thet, perhaps, in case the troops came up, it might 
be a means to stop up the road, and, perhaps, create an 
uneasiness in their minds, as they and Sir John were, as it 
were, one blood; and that the General should do ail in his 
power to have it settled without the troops going up; that 
he was 4 wise man, and should set his thoughts a thinking 
to have it settled, by appointing three or four persons to 
“tyeat with Sir Join about it, That they would retain the 
belt sent by the Commissioners, till such timo as they 
heard from the Commissioners; and, in case the troops did 
not come, then they would send the belt forward to the 
‘othier nations ; but, if they came up, then they would keep 
the same in their hands. ‘That three of their nation should 
inimediately go to Sir'Jokn, and desire him to remain si- 
Jent and be at peace; and, that in case there were any in 

Johnstown that were Torits, they would settle them, and 
make them remain peaceable. ‘That all the uneasiness in 
the minds of Sir Joke and the others in Johnstown, origi- 
nates from accounts that they receive from people in Al- 
bany; that they daily have accounts from thence that the 
New-England people ave coming up to destroy Sir John 
and his possessions. 


Answer sent from the Squaws, 


Brothers, The Commissioners of the United Colonies, 
and the People of Albany: This belt we present you, and 
hereby renew the covenant that was made last Summer ; 
and we beg that no disturbance shall be made up here, ond 
that the said covenant may not thereby be broken. That 

-in ense the troops tvere to come up, it might create great 
uneqsiness, as they and Sir John were of one blood; and 
that in case Sir John was disturbed, it might touch their 
blood ; and we beg some other mode may be pointed out, 
whereby this uneasiness may be settled. 


GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENBRAL WASHINGTON, 
Lebanon, January 15, 1776, 


Sm: [have received your agreeable letter of the 7th 
instant, per Captain Sears, 

+ ‘The condition and circumstances of the Colony of New- 
: York gives me pain, lest the friends to American liberty, 
in that Colony, should be too much neglected, and become 
disheartened, and the inimical designs and mischicvous 
operations of others succeed, I have received credible 
information that the Provincial Congress there had spent 
some time, just before they adjourned to the first of Feb- 
“ruary, in debating whether they should not address Mr. 
‘ Tryon,‘ for the purpose of calling the General Assembly of 
thatColony, to revive the old scheme of adopting the Par- 
liamentary insult of the 20th of February last, which was 
rejected, Surely our friends want to be strengthened, and 
our enemies to be checked. ‘ : 

The following is an extract from aletter from one of our 
‘friends to another, dated December 27, 1775: * Just after 
‘you left town, the Phenix, a forty-gua ship, arrived, and 
‘anchored just before Mr. Drale’s; and, in two or three 

daySafter, the Asia, in company of the Dutchess of Gor- 

don, éatne and anchored opposite to Peck's Slip, so that 
we are highly honoured. General Dalrymple is on board 
‘the Phendo, and it is ramoured that they have two hun- 
dred troops concealed on board, which has, for near a weol 
pasty kept us on pretty hard duty. The Colonel has slept 
in tho barracks two or three nights, If they come, 1 hope 
‘to give a good account of them. We have some excel 
‘lent field-pieces, and if they visit us the gates will be open- 
sad, and we will welcome them with a few Resolves of the 
Continental Congress, which is the name of one of the 
ypleges,”’ 
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I wrote a letter to President Wancack, dated tho Gth 
Jenuary, instant, and another to one of our Delegates at 
Congress, requesting that more offectua) mengures may be 
taken for the security of Netw. York, to prevent our ene+ 
mies from being supplied with provisions, furnished with 
intelligence, and from having an opportunity to use every 
artifice to insult and injure us from that a Xe, thora- 
fore, gave me sensible pleasure, to find that you have 
adopted the mensures mentioned in yours, and with great 
cheerfulness called my Council, and, with their advice, ap» 
pointed Colonel /Vaterbur'y, Lieutonnnt-Colonel Bradley, 
and Major Hobby, Field-Olticors for one regiment ; Colo- 
nel Ward, Licutenant-Colone) Lewis, and Major Douglass, 
for another; sent a proclamation to the two Colonals, and 
orders to them, with the rest of the Field-Officers, by volun~ 
tary inlistment to raise seven hundred and fihy men each, 
to join and assist Major-Genoral Lee, with encouragement 
that they should be entitled to the same pay, wages, and 
billeting allowed tho troops before Boston, during the time 
they serve, and to be dismissed soon, when the service 
would conveniently admit. Tho Field-Officers of each 
regiment to select Captains and Subalterns from thase in 
the standing Militia ; if needful, to request the chief oficer 
of the Militia companies to call their companies together, 
for the purpose of inlisting the men with expedition 3 and, 
to prevent difficulty for want of ammunition, have ordered 
Captain Niles, commander of our armed schooner, Spy, to 
take on board half a ton of powder, and transport four 
hundred pounds to New-Eaven, two hundred pounds to 
Norwalk, and four hundred pounds to Stamford, with 
orders to him to follow such directions ag Major-Genoral 
Leo may give for the service he is ompleyed. in, and to 
excoute the same until dismissed by him, or further orders 
from me; wished, but failed, to have the pleasure of « short 
interview with him. al 

When my orders were ready, very carly on Saturday 
morning last, Captain Sears took them, and, L abkend: 
he got to Hartford by noon. I wrote to Major-General 
Lee, informing of what was done by me. I have no doubt 
but the men at the westward part of this Colony will ren- 
dily and expeditiously engage in the service. May tho 
Supreme Director of all events add his blessing on our er! 
deayours to preserve, support, and maintain the constitu. 
tional liberties of these Colonies, which ho hath made it 
our duty to do. 

Thirteen Intlians, of the Canghnawaga tribe, came to 
visit me on the 18th, and seemed Well pleased (o have a cons 
ference on our affairs, and exmessed their bolief of my in 
formation, and that they were friends and brothory; and 
yesterday proceeded on their way to you, 

Tam, with great esteem and regard, your Excollonoy’s 
most obedient humble servant, 

Jonarvan Trommunt, 
To His Excellency General Washington. 


GENERAL WASILINGTON TO MASSAONUEETTS ASGEMHLY, 
Cambridgo, January 15, 1776," 
Sin: The enclosed account was this day sont mo, b 
Captain Wadsworth, for payment, you will seo by hig 
order, The services being dono for the benefit of tha Pro. 
vince, and at the instance of your hanourable body, 1 have 
referred him to you for payment. : 
Tam, sir, &e., Gronce Wasnineron. 
To the Honourable James Warren, Esq. President, &e, 


WILLIAM WATSON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 
“ Plymouth, January 15, 1776, 
Sin: Your Excellency’s fivour of the 3d instant cama 
to,uand, annexed to which are the resolves of the Grand 
Continental Congress, respecting captures made by Conti» 
nental armed vessels and othors. In complianoa with which, 
and in obedience to your Excelleney’s command, I have 
Sibellod ail the vessels which havo been brought into this 
port, by the Harrison armed schoonor, and whioh ave now 
in my care, viz: one sloop, one schooner, and one fishing 
boat, of about fifteen tons, and shall use my bost endeavours 
that these vessels he brought to trial as soon as may be, 
‘The schooner Harris, lately commanded by Captain 
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Coit, T find by strict inquiry, (though she be not very well 
accommodated for the oficers,) is nn excellent sailer, and 
ig sufficiently strong. Tho Continent has been at consi- 
derable expense in fitting this vessel for tho service, and 
should she be put out, and another takon into tho service, 
ono hundrad pounds will necessarily bo sunk to the Conti- 
nent by the transfer, Hor these reasons 1 have thought it 
prudent to continue the LZarrison in the sorvice, and have, 
ngreoable to your EXxcellenoy’s permission, nominated Cap- 
tain Charles Dyar to the conunand. This Dyar was.with 
Captain Coit, his last craise, and can give the character of 
the schooner more periectly. 

Captain Dyar, the bearer of this wont, at first interviow, 
appear to your Excellency to advantage ; ‘he is no orator, 
and seems rather sofily; but his character ranks high asa 
good officer, and as an active, smart sailor. Captain Coit 
has recommended him in high terms, and will give your 
Excellencyshis true character, 

We shall have no difficulty in getting o8 fine n crew as 
any on the Continent, provided they can bo inlisted for six 
months only, or for so long a timo as Captain Dyar shall 
continue to command. Our people are very fond of kuow- 
ing thoir officers, and tha best of them are unwilling to 
engage for u longer time than their officers engage for. 
Captain Dyar will wait on your Excellency, and will re- 
.ocive every necessary direction, 

Tan, your Excellency’s most obadiaut, humble servant, 

Wintaam Warson. 


To His Excellency General Maushington. 


i 

N. B. Your Excellency will please to direct me whether 
Lam to libel the two vassels taken by Major ‘Zapper, and 
enried into Dartmouth. 


A ney 


a 
MESHEOW WEARE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 
January 15, 1778, 


Mav rr puease your Excrrunncy: Your letter of tho 
13th instant, setting forth the dificulty of providing fire- 
arms for tho Army, came io hand yesterday. The Gen- 
eral Court, now sitting, took the contents under considera- 
tion, and find that all tho publick arms of the Colony havo 
heen dolivared out to the soldiors, now in the Continental 
Army, and at our own garrisons in Portsmouth. Upon a 
return lately mada from the several towns in this Colony, 
we find that not more than two-thirds of the persons capa. 
ble of using arms, are provided therewith, and many of 
them, such as would not be thought fit to bo trusted to in 
the Continental Army. Tho sonreity of workmen, ag well 
as stecl, has hitherto prevented our getting but a small 
numbor mado in this Colony, for which reasons, together 
with tha apparent nead of our keeping a considerable body 
of troops to defend our seaports, brings us to the disagree. 
able necessity of informing your lixcallency that itis not in 
our power to supply any arms for the purpose you mon+ 
tion. We aro fearful, that the dotention of the arms of 
the Militia, (now at tho Camp,) against their consent, 
would cronto such an unensiness in their minds, that they 
would not oxert thomsclves freely, if called upon here- 
alter, : . 

Lo General Washington. 


THOMAS WESTBROOK WALDRON TO NCW-IAMPSIIINE COM- 
, MITTEN OF SAFETY. ‘ 
Dovor, January 15, 1776, 

Guytiuemen: While my heart gratefully glows with 
thankfulness, on the distinguished mark of respect shown 
mo by your yoto of tho 6th instant, handed hither by 
Ichabod ‘Rollins, Esq., the evening of the same day, } bog 
dative to sequaint you, that I have beon little able to leave 
homo’ for:three winters successively, ‘That accepting ghe 
Aonourable, arduous, and intense duty, proposed, without a 
pore of attending thereto, (which | have not,) would 
@ but tb pravent the appointment of a suitable person to 
assist in the now critica) councils of the Colony, and that 
an address giving notice of my inability, and imploring 
your excuses would have been forwarded last week, had not 
one of your honourable body consented to convey it there. 
Please to forgive my saying, that 1o preyent,the effects 
of late unconstitutional measure’, many Colonies appoint 
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ed Congresses, as their General Assemblies were subject 
to tho ndjounments, prorogations, and dissolutions of Go- 
vernours, &c., and that while Congresses, as such, managed 
tho momentous affair, the frionds of America in England, 
and elsewhere, approved the exertions, and wo may rea- 
sonably hope will continue still so to do as it seams to me. 
_ But as the fertile ficld before me begins to raiso ideas too 
important for my steril pen to marshal, 1 take leave, with 
only adding, that I wish you Divine direction, and am, with 
great Uruth and sincerity, honourable sirs, your respectful, 
and most obliged, humble servant, 
Tuomas Wesvsnoox Watpron. 


To the New-[Jampshire Committee of Safety. 


HERBERT COURTENAY TO CHARLES CARROLL, BARRISTER, 
Baltimoro, January 16, 1776, 
Sim: Your favour of the !4th is now before me, the 
contents of which Lnote. You may be assured I want no 
other indulgence in loading the brig #viendship, than others 
are entitled to by similar contracts, and without vanity, can 
say, that I can execute such business on equal terms with 
any other in Baltimore, but 1 wish not to sncrifico a com- 
mission in giving advanced prices above my limits, as am 
pretty certain has been the case with some sinco my writing 
you last. J wondor my application has been tho first to 
raise the prico, as I have been told by several that the Con- 
vention was wrote to on sama head, but when I wrote,you 
first, the maticy was only boginning, and that with people 
who was buying on some private account, and not on that 
of the Convention, which disabled those employed by them 
from exceuting Uneir commissions, as the country people 
and millers will always sell to those who give them moat ; 
nay, some flour that 1 bad hought two days ago, was taken 
from my door, and given to another private buyer, who gave 
thirteon shillings por ewt, for it; under such circumstances 
the market is at present, and unless some order is taken 
therein to put a stop to private buyers, it appears thar the 
publick’s must be impeded. did inform the Committeo 
that I had engaged between four and five hundred barrels, 
which was tho case, but bad weather has, I must suppose, 
stopped the wagons. 1 have about one hundred and soven- 
ty bnrrols of flour on bomd, nnd the brend is ready, hut that 
must go in last. I shall go on with londing, as fnst as flour 
comes in, aud follow your direotions, I thought 1 could 
not do less than adviso you in my former Jatter_ haw mat 
ters wore going on hore, which is still the caso. This week 
I think must bring much flour in. 
Jam, sir, with all respect, your vory humble servant, 
Hunvenr Courtenay. 


To Charles Carroll, Esq., Barrister, 


— 


PRUSIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Philedolphia, January 16,1776. 


Your Jettors of the 25th and 8lst of December, and 4th 
of January, have been duly received, and Jaid before Con 
tess, Lo tebe 

By the enclosed resolutions, you will perseive, that the 
Congress, in providing for the defence of Canada, have di- 
rected that two battalions should be raised out of the troops 
now serving there, This they did in testimony of their 
approbation of tho services of those brave men, apprehend- 
ing at tho same time that it would be both agreeable to the 
officers and men, to have the honour of defending a edun» 
try which their valour had rescued from slavery. 

And the Congress have a firm confidence, that General 
Montgomery, who has a warm and just sense of their morit 
and services, will cheerfully ombrace the present opportu- 
nity to continue and promote the officers of that corps, and, 
as far as in his power, to roward with office, and commend, 
in those battalion, such volunteers and others, as have dis« 
tinguished themselves. ‘ 

The Committee to whom your letters wero referred, this 
day brought a partial report ; on which the Congressdame 
to certain resolutions, which you will see in the endlosed 
extracts, I am just to acquaint you, that itis expected 
when the Paymaster draws any bills, be will observe to 
make them payable soma few days after, sight: The Gom- 
mitteo have desired leave to sit again, which is granted, 
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‘ 
‘As soon ag thoy have comploted their report, and the 
Congress have come to a determination thereon, { shall do 
myself the pleasure of transmitting it to you. 

The money last voted, is now ready; and the persons 
who have the charge of conveying it, will, I expect, set 
out with it to-morrow. 

1 have the pleasure to inform you, that the Committee 
have purchased the saltpetve, and have agreed with the 
owners of mills to manufacture it into powder, One of 
the mills, it is expected, will make near a ton a week, and 
another near half a ton. 1 hope you will soon receive the 
powder ordered to be purchased at New-York. ‘There 
were, as we are jnformed, eight tons in the same vessel im- 
ported for that Colony. 

The publick papers will inform you that Lord Dunmore 
has cde fied to exercise the same barbarity against the 
defenceless town of Norfolk, as was exercised against 
Falmouth, 

By these repented instances of inhumanity, so contrary 
to the rules of war, and so long exploded by all civilized 
nations, it would seem, af’ if the rancorous Ministry, de~ 
spairing of their measures to conquer and enslave, had 
determined to glut their revenge with destruction and de- 
vastation. For my part, I shall not be surprised to hear, 
that in their phrenzy of rage, and to effect their dark pur- 
poses, they have proceeded to murder, under forms of law, 
those prisoners whom the tools of their vengeance have 
chanced to take, and whom, with officious zeal, they have 
sent to England, 

As it is now apparent that our enemies mean to exert 
their whole force against us next Summer, the Congress 
are toking measures for putting the Middle and Southern 
Colonies ina posture of defence. Weshall, doubtless, suffer 
much in this great struggle; but I trust no losses or suffer- 
ings will induce us to desert the defence of our liberty; 
and that, cost what it may, we will persevere with unre- 
mitting vigour to maintain that inestimable jewel, which we 
received from our ancestors, and transmit the same with 
unsullied lustre to our posterity. 

* January 18,—The Committee to whom your letter of 
the 3lst of December was referred, desire to be informed, 
whether the companies stationed at Chelsea and Malden 
arg regimented, and whether, if those at Hingham, Wey- 
mouth, and Braintree, were withdiawn, it would be neces- 
“ to replace them out of the Continental Army. 

ince writing the above, we have received a letter from 
Messrs. Philip Livingston, Alsop, and Lewis, by which, 
we find, to our mortification, that we were misinformed with 
regard to the ues quantity of powder anived at New- 

York, and that there were only four hundred and sixty~ 
two quarter casks, which were imported for the use of that 
Colony, and of which a great part is distributed among 
several Counties, 

Before this comes to hand, you will doubtless receive an 
secoulst of the disagrecable news from Quebeck, on which 

_ L Sincerely condole with you, The Congress arrived here 
last evening. To day I expect tho Congress will take it 
into consideration, The result of their deliberations you 
will have in my next letter, 


Tam, &c., Joux Hancox, President. 





THOMAS LYNCH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 
Philadelphia, January 16, 1778, 

‘Dean Sm: I an happy to be at last able to write you, 
that every thing you desired me to get done, is accomplish- 
ed for the present. Our President assures me he has sent 
you the determination of Congress, concerning the trial of 

aptures. Courts of Admiralty have been appointed in the 
Colony for that purpose. Colonel Frye has been appoint- 
ed Brigadier if your Army, (Mr. Arnold precedes him in 
that off Quebec ;) and I enclose copies of the resolutions 
for the direction of the Postmaster, relative to letters of 
officers and soldiers in our service, 

The delays in procuring the money has given, me much 
concern, being sensible of the injury occasioned ‘thereby to 
the service, but the calls for money from every quarter so 
far outrun the diligence of the signeis, that iy feiterated 
Solicitations could get the sum no sooner, 

%, We have resolved to raise, exclusive of your Army, in 
‘Rew. Hanpshire one battalion, in Connecticnt one, in New- 
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Yorke ono, in Jersey three, in Pennsylvania five, in the 
Lower Counties one, in Virginia six, in North-Carplina 
three, and South-Carolina three, in Georgia ono, and tn 
Canada two, exclusive of Canadians ; besides these, 1 have 
no doubt New-York will have four more, and Maryland 
two, which, with the Regimenis of Artillery, will bo sixty- 
two or three battalions, and the expense not Jess than ten 
millions of dollars, How quick » tvansfer of property from 
the rich to the poor such an expenditure must produce, 
you are well able to judge. The prospect is far from re- 
seiving light when itis considered how each Colony lavishes 
away its private treasure at the same time, or when we 
view the amazing and unaccountable supineness of all our 
Governments. Not a single individual, any where in civil 
department, seems to consider himself as interested in pub+ 
lick matters, unless he can get money by them. The idea 
of all the paper being mortgages on thoir private estates 
is totally lost and forgotten. = . 

Iu this state of things, I have, besides my dependanco 
of the continuance of the favour of Heaven, trust in two 
supports alone, the one on your vigorous exertions, the 
other on the weakness of our enemies. Should they lose 
footing in America this Winter, I should despise their thir- 
ty thousand Russians, scattered by storms, aritiing, one 
transport after another, fatigued ‘and debilitated by the 
fatal eftects of a long voyage, without a spot to collect and 
recruit themselves for the field, and depending for avery 
Paaed on supplies from a country three thousand miles 

istant. 

Do not the speeches of the King and his Ministers hold 
very different language from those of the last yenr? ge- 
rica is no longer the abject, cowardly, and defenceless 
wretch she was then; now his Lordship would have de« 
spised, had they not bravely supported their rights, seemg 
to approve their vigorous support of them, and offers the 
terms of 1763, A gentleman, well known to Maryland, 
Lord Drummond, just from England, assures me, ho will 
give much more; he tells me that he has had many con+ 
versations with Ministry on this subject, and showed me a 
paper, approved by each of them, and which he is sure 
will be supported in both Houses. ‘The substance of it is 
America to be declared free in point of taxation, and 
internal police; judges to be approved by the judges of 
England, and commissioned during good behaviour, upon 
stated and sufficient support be statedly assigned by tho 
Colonies ; all charters to ba held sacred; that of Boston rex 
stored; Britain to regulate trade’ sub modo, all duties laid 
for the purpose of regulation, be paid int the Colony Trea 
sury, where they arise, applicable to its uses by its own 
Legislatue, in liew of which, America shall, by duties, on 
such articles as will probably keep pace in its consunp- 
tion, with the tise or declension of the Colony, laid up 
by each legislature, by permanent act of Assombly; grout 
towards the general support of the empire, annual sume in 
proportion to five thousand pounds sterling, for this Colo- 
ny: as this sum is little more than half of what did arise 
by duties hevetofore paid in this place, I doubted hig ine 
formation, but was assured, that Ministry wanted nothing 
but a show of revenue to hold up to Parliament, as they 
are afraid to propose reconciliation? without saving, what 
the stiff old Englishmen call, the honour of the nation. 
His Loidship came hither through Lalifax, Boston, aud 
York, where, I fancy, he saw what induced him to hint 
once or twice at beginning with a suspension of arms; to 
which I turned a very deaf ear, well knowing that the 
Winter season is ours, and that much may be done by 
rae next. I sincerely wish I had your sentiments on 
these heads, 1 shall prépose them to tha cousideration of 
Congress, as soon as tho most urgent afftirs are over; I 
think they merit it. 

Congress has ordered you fifteen ton of gunpowder from 
New-York, and we have saltpetro enough here, to make 
eighty tons more, so that I hope wo shall not soon want 
again; larger quantitios are every day expected. :bog 
you will make our compliments to your lady, and to tho 
rest of your family, and all my friends, Dear, sir, your 
most obedient, 

‘Tnomas Lynent, 

P.S. We havo just heard from Charlestown, that they 
have mounted on the batteies there above one hulidred 
and sixty cannon, from tivelve to forty-two poundets, and 
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seventy more in different paris of the Provinco, that the 
party raised by Koveland and his gang ave totally sup- 
pressed ; he is comp, but I have not yet seen him. 


NewYork comMerren. 
‘ Thuaday, January 4, 1776. 


L . 

The following Members met according to adjournment : 
Joln Broome, Chairman. 

Mr, Low, Captain Donning, 

Mr, P, P. Van Zandt, Mr, Brinckorhof, 

Me. Jay, Captain Borrian, 

Mr, Norwood, Mr, Breasted, 

Captain Dennis, Captain Johnson, 

Mr, Burling, Mr, Baggett, 


Mi, Rameaoy, 
Colonel Lait, 
Colonel Iyer, 
Major Stontenburgh, 
Mr, Janowny, 

Mr. Da Peyater, 


Mr, R. Ray, Mr. J, Ray, Mr. Rooms, 
Mx, Poll, Mi, Roogayolt, Mr. Brower, 
Mr. Banokor, Mr, Totton, Mr. Gilbart. 


As there was not a sufficient number of Members pre- 
sent (o conatitute a TYouse, Committee ndjourned, 


At a special meeting of the General Committee for the 
City and County of New-York, on Monday, January 8, 


1776. Present: C, P. Low, Chairman pro tem, 
Colonel Lasher, Captain Poll, Mr, Van Voorhios, 
Cotonot Hyer, Captain Galbait, Major Bleacker, 
Mr. Low, Captain Johneon, Mt, Brinckoi hoff, 


Mr, Dunsaomb, 
Colonel Lott, 
Mr, Bronstad, 
My, Ronaoyolt, 

, Mr. Dayckinok, 
Coptoin Ivers, 

£1 Quptuin Donnia, 
Onptuin Donning. 
Mr. Byvanek, 


Mr, Curteniue, 

Mr, Rondo, 

Mr, Maoro, 

My, Von Znndt, 

Mr. Bunokoy, 

Mr. Millor, 

Major Stoutonhuigh, 
Mr, I, Ruy, Jans 
Mr. Totton, 


Mr. Buasott, 
Colonel Ball, 
Mr. Plutord, 

Ms, J, Anthony, 
Cnptuin Janewny, 
Mv. Do Poyator, 
Mr. Norwood, 
Mr, Sharpe, 
Mi. Sands, 


Mr, Juy, Me. frowor, Mr. Roome. 

Major Abaol, 
,,, Qn mation of Major Adeel, and seconded by Captain 
Wenning, 


Ordered and agreed, That evéry Member now present 
do engage to moet punctually upon every adjournment, 
under the fine of eight shillings for every default, until the 
whole business now before this Commitice, unfinished, is 
finally determined ; and that no Member do leave this Com- 
mittee without fist obtaining permission-from the Chair. 

The fourth article of the Regulatiots for the Military 
Night Guard, being found insuficiont, Major Adbcet moved 
that the following addition be mado thereto, viz: 

“ And, alsa, shall take down the names, of the persons 
such Goorls belong to, jhe number of tho Packages, and 
report them in the morning to the Chairman of the Com- 
thittwa, who shall direct tho Committee of Seeracy to ex- 
amino about the Goods so landed. Uf the Clainman is not 
in town, tho Report ba given to one of the gentlemen of 
the Secret Commitice,” 

» Which was unanimously agreed to. 

Ordered, That tho Scerctary malo a copy of tho Re- 
gulutions for tho Military Night Guard, with the above 
addition, and deliver the samo to the Vown-Major, with 
orders ta have the sane put up in the Guard Room, 

The Committee being informod that Mr. Samual Burs 
Jing and Thomas Grant, hava imported sundry English 
Goods in tlie Sloap [Panton, James Mount, Master, eon- 
trary to the General Association, ' 

rdered, That Messrs. Grant and Burling be request- 
ad (o attend this Committee. 

Mr, Grant accordingly attending, laid several Lettors 
before the Committce. : 

, Committoe adjourned until four o’clock, this afternoon. 
aa 5 ~ 
ely : Monday, aflernoon, January 8, 1776, * 


‘The Commitiso met accordigg to adjournment. Pro- 

sent: O, Py Low, Chaitman pro tem, 
: : ’ t 
*Boldiol Lasher, Mr. Pintord, 


Colonel Fyar, Mr, Norwood, 
_ Mt. Dunagomd, My, Stontenburgh, 


we Roosuvell, My. Mulligan, 
Mé. Doyakinok, = * 


Onptain Gilbert, 
a Qaptain Dennis, Gaptain tohngon, 


Mr. Van Voorliles, 
Mr, Brinokahofl, « 
Mr, Anthony, 
Captain Tanoway, 
Mr, Do Peyater, 

Mi. Sends, 


aptain Deuning, Mr, Mooye, 1, Roomo, 

e Byyanelt, ' P, P. Van Zandt, Bion Lott, ‘ 
Mr. Says Mx, Bunolror, « Mr, Millar, 
Major Abool, Mr. Biogsted, Mr, Bleecker, 
Captain Pell, My, Browon; 2 Mr. Van Cortlandt, 
Mr. Bull, Mr, J. Ray, Jua., 4 Mt. Tomploton, 


Mr, Buasatt, Mr. Tottett, 
*  Fourru Senies,—Vo. rv. 
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Garret Abecl and Abraham Brinckerhoff, 0 sub-Com~ 
mittee appointed to attend the election of Oflicers for Bent 
No. 8 in the room of Benjamin James, who bad beon 
chosen captain, but bad resigned, he not being willing to 
sign the Declaration required of him, report as follows, viz: 
That on Friday evening, tho Sth of January, L776, thoy 
did attond at the Guard Room on tho Battery, where thera 
Appeared to bo present about sixty persons belonging to 
suid Beat; that we acquainted them with our business, at 
the samo timo Jetting them Imow that My. James had ros 
signed, not being willing to sign the Declaration, and, there- 
fore, could not obtain a commission unless ho would sign 
said Declaration, he being present informed us that he did 
not choose to sign the Declaration, asked them who they 
nominated for their captain? was told by thom Benjamin 
James, as Captain, John Lurner, as First Lieutenant, Joh 
Burrows, as Second Lieutenant, and Aleads Brasher, a8 
Ensign, and unanimously declared they would servo undet 
no other captain. 

Ordered, That the Report, (with a copy of this order,) 
be transmitted to the Committee of Salty inimediataly, 
and that Mr. Adee! and Mr. Brinekerhaf’ be a sub-Com- 
mittee to wait on the Committee of Safety, with said Re. 
port. . 

Garret Abcel and Abraham Brinekerhogf, a sub-Com- 
mitteo appointed to attend thé olection of Officer's for Beats 
No. 18 and 14, in the room of sdine who had resigned and 
removed out of town, report, that on Saturday evening, 
6th January, 1776, they did attend such elections at the 
Guard Room on the Battery, whero there appeared to be 
a majority of the electors in snid Beats, and unanimously 
choso the following persons Oflicers, viz: 

Beat No, 18,—David Holfe, Captain; Joseph Tinter, 
First Lioutenant; Christopher IVolfe, Second Licutonants 
Philip Phenix, Ensign. 

Beat No. 14,—Jeune Burlingham, Captain; Henry 
York, First Lioutenant; Thomas Van Pelt, Second Lieu- 
tenant; Anthony Ford, Ensign. 

Ordered, ‘That the Report be transmitted to tho Come, 
mitieo of Safoty, that the commissions may be mado out 
for tho Ofliceis, 

Mr, Samuel Broling attended the Committee agreoabla 
to an order of this morning, and after being oxamined, was 
orored to withdraw. 

Ordered, That Mr, Denning, Mr, Bancker, Mr, Duns« 
comb, and Mr, Dennis, ho a sub-Committes to examing 
the Goods in tho possossion of Mr. Grant, which wore 
imported in the Sloop (Manton, and that thoy make a re~ 
port thereon immediately, ° 

Ordered, That Mr, Mount be requested to attend this 
Committee immadiately. ; 

Mr. Mount accordingly attending, producod a Manifost 
of tho cargo imported in the Sloop Wanton; and upon 
his examination says: ‘That he doos not remember that he 
told any porson what quantity ho bad brought; that, be 
reported he had brought Powder, in order to make people 
easy, 2 
Ordered, That My, Burling’s case be daferved cated 
the next meeting. : 

Ordered, That Barnt Christophors and Janes Leonard, 
be requested to attend this Committee at the next meet- 
Ing. 

Daniel Phenie and Oliver Templeton, a sub-Commit- 
tee appointed to superintend the election of Officers, in 

eatt No. 20, certify that the following persons were elect- 
ed without opposition : . . 

Wydort Ketletas, Captain; Danigh McCormick, First 
Lichtenant ; Henry Mitchell, Second Lieutenant ; Willian 
Smith, Ensign. : 

Bloazer Milley, Jun., and Gerret Keiletas, reported a 
state of a poll taken for a Captain in Beat No. 10, from 
which if appeared that Abraham Van IVyck was clacigd, 
Captain of said Beat. , oe abs 

Samual Johnson and Jacob VanVoorhies, reported, shey. 
bad attended an election for Officers in Beat You Reawthan 
Jacob Brower, Jun., was unanimously chosen, Birst-Ligye 
tenant, and Abraham Brower, Epsign, — . : 


Ordored, The Reports be transmittedto ‘the'Com niates: 


Wop Alpe de 1 
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of Safety, that the commissions may be made out for the 
Oficers, 

Ac a meeting of the General Committee for the City 
and County of New-York, on Tuesday evening, January 
9, 1776, Present: C. P. Low, Chairman pro tem. 

Mr. Breasted, Mr, Brown, Mr. TY, Anthony, 

My, Byvanck, Mr, Roy, Jun, Mr. Mooto, 

Mr, Denning, Mr, De Peyster, Mr, Bassett, 

Mr, Pintard, Colonol Lott, Mr. Abcel, 

Mi, Jny, Colonel Bull, Cotonel Hyer, 
Mr, Curtenius, Mi, Janeway, Mr. Norwood, 
Mr, Gilbert, Mr, Phenix, Gaptain Johnson, 
Mr, Poll, Mr, Roomo, Mr. Miller, 

Mr Stoutenburgh, Mr. Van Znndt, Captain Dennis, 

Au. Tompleton, Mr. Blsccker, Colonel Lasher, 

Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Bancker, Mi. Dunscomb, 

Mr, ‘Totten, ae 

The sub-Committee appointed to examine the Goods 
imported in the Sloop Wanton, Captain Mount, report, 
That fifty-six pieces of Linen, and ten pieces of Sheeting 
are the manufactory of Jreland, and one hundred and 
eighty-five pounds of Thread, the manufactory of Scot. 
land. 

, Resolved, That said Goods are imported contrary to the 
General Association. 

The snb-Committee further repoit, that they are dubious 
whether the Nails imported in the said Sloop Panton, are 
English ov a foreign manufactory. The matter being de- 
bated, the question was put, whether the Nails imported in 
the Sloop Manton ave English Nails? Cariied in the 
allirmative. 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Nails are imported 
eontiary to the General Association, 


The sub-Committee further seport, that ninety-eight 
Blankets, Gifty-six pieces of Osnaburghs, twenty-six pieces 
of Russia Sheeting, four bales of Pepper, and fifty-two 
mi Paper, appear to be of foreign manufacture and pro- 

lace, 

Resolved, That this Committes do agiee with the sub- 
=Committee, and that the said Goods ae imported agree- 
to the General Association. 
motion was then made by Mr, Abeel, and seconded 
by Mr. Dennis, in the words following, viz: 

Mr, Cuainman; I move that the Goods imported by 
Messrs. Grant and Fine, and Samuel Burling, and which 
have been found by this Committee to have been jinport- 
ed contrary to the General Association, bo delivered into 
the custody of the sub-Committee appointed for granting 
leave to vessels departing this port, to be by them kept jn 
sale custody until Messrs. Grant and Burling’ shall obtain 
an opportunity of sending them back, and do give suffi- 
eient seaurity that they shall be returned to the place from 
whence they came; which was unanimously agreed to, 

*Ordered, That tho above-mentioned sub-Committee do 
wait on Messrs. Grant and Burling, and domand the Goods 
ofthem, and make a report thereof to this Committee. 

Resolved, That Mr. Lhomas Grant has violated the 
Association, 

« Resolved, That Mr. John Fine has violated the Asso- 
ciation. 

Resolved, That Mr. Samuel Burling has violated the 
Association, 

Ordered, That Mr, De Peyster, Mr. Phenix, and Mr. 


CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., JANUARY, 1776. 


692 


Mr, Christopher Duychinek having suggested to the 
Committee that a quantity of Lea was imported in tho 
Sloop Manton, Captain Mount, ea 

Ordered, That My. Duyckinele attend this Committee, 
with his evidences, at the next meeting, 


Adjourned till to-morrow evening. 


Ata special meeting of the General Committee for the 
City and County of New-York, on Wednesday evening, 
January 10, 1776, Presents Cornelius P. Low, Chair 


man pro tem. 

Mr, Denning, 

M1. Roosevelt, 

M.. Joy, 

Mr, Roomo, 

Mr. Basrott, 

Mr. Miller, 

Mi, Pintard, 

Mr. Byviick, 

Mr. Dayokinat, 

Mr, Brinckes hoff, 

Captain Anthany, Mr. Danacomb, 

Mr. J. Anthony, Mr. Moora, 

A motion was made by Mr. Bull, and seconded by Mr. 
Helme, in tho words following, via: . 

Mr. Cutarmman: I move that tho opinion of this Com- 
mittee be taken, whether any person residing in another 
Colony, during their non-residence ought to hold a seat in 
this Comunitteo. 

The question then heing put upon the above motion, was 
carried in the negative, 

Mr, Sanuel Broome, a Member of this Committee, 
having removed out of this Province, resigned his seat, 

Christopher Duyckinck, agreeable to an order of Inst 
night, attended with one of his evidences relative to Mr, 
Burling’s baying imported a quantity of ‘Tea in the Sloop 

anton. 

Mr, John Buchannan, Mr. Duyckinck's evidence, being 
called in, informed the Committee that ho saw four casks 
of Tea carted from Samue? Burling’s store to Thomas 
Grant's, by John Van Aullen and Peter Outenbergh ; 
that the head of one of the onsks falling loose, he, (the 
vena) discovered Tea on the body of tho cart. 

Ordered, That a sub-Committee ba appointed to ex~ 
amine the several casks, supposed io he Ten, carted from 
Mr, Burling’s store to Mr. Thomas Grani’s, ag also six 
tophcets whidh Mr. Burling delivered Mr, Isaac Roose 
vel, 


Captain Johnson, 
Mr. Bronstod, 
Mr. 'Tomploton, 
Mr, Bloesker, 
Samuol Boome, 
Japtain Janoway, 
Captain Dennis, 
Mr. J. Rny, Jun, 
Colonel Bull, 

Mr. Sheipo, 

Mr, Ray, Son, 
Mr, Banokor, 


Mp, Stoutenburgh, 
Colonol Hyor, 
Ciptain Pell, 

Mr, Totten, 

Mr. Lelme, 

Mr. Norwood, 
Colonel Lott, 

M1. Absol, 
Colonel Cartenius, 
Colonel) Lasher, 


Ordered, That Mr. Breasted, Captain Pel, Mv. Abecl, 
and Mr, Bull, bo a sub-Committee for that purpose, and 
make a report thereon, with all convenient speed, 

On motion of Mr. Denning, 

Ordered, That Mr. Duyckinck bo requested to deliver 
Mr. Samuel Burling, or his order, the Sails which he has 
in charge belonging to the Sloop IPanton. : 

Mr. Brinckerhoff having purchased Goods of Mr. Tho- 
mas Grant, which were found by this Committee to have 
been imported contrary to tho General Association, .the 
matter was this evening laid before the Committee ; which, 
being debated, the question was put whether Mr, Brinch 
erhoff had knowingly violated the Association? Carried 
in the negative. 

A motion was made by Mr. Bleecker, and seconded, in 


Bull, be a sub-Commiltee to draw up a state of the facts the words following, viz: 

relative to tha above gentlemen’s violating the Association, © Mr. Ciratnman: I move that an application be made 
to be published in the publick papers; and that the said from this Committee to the Froyincinl Congress request- 
sub-Committee report the same to this Committee with all ing they will pass a 1esolve that all Goods and Meichandiso 
convenient speed, ‘— ifpoited into this Colony, contraty to the General Asso- 
1 Resolved, It is the opinion of this Committee, that ciation, be forfeited ; and that they empower this Commit- 
whereas a number of the Membeis of this Committee are t@@ to appoint persons to*dispose of such Goods and Mere 


either removed out of Town, or engaged in the Army, or chandise, and to distribute the moneys arising from the sales 
Continental or Provincial Congresses, that there be a 

sub-Committee appointed to draw up an advertisement to 
the Town, requesting that the Quorum may be reduced to 
tho number of Twenty-One, and that the Chairman be de- 
sired to sign the advertisement. 

Qrdered, therefore, That Mc. Denning, Mr, Abect, 
Mr, Jay, and Mr, Miller, be appointed a sub-Committee 
for that purpose, and attend at the City-Hall at ten o’clack, 
on Wednesday, the 17th day of January instant, to take 
the sentiments of the publick, 


thgreof to the poor, 


At a meeting of the General Committeo for tho City 
and County of New-York, Friday ovening, January 12, 
1776, Present: Cornelius P. Low, Chairman pra tem. 

P.P, Van Zandt, Mr, Stoutenburgh, Mr, Brinekorlof, 

Mr. Gilbor, = Mr. Romo, Mi Da bape, ' 

Mr, Bronsted, Colonel yor, Colonol Lott, 

Mr, Basantt, Captain Johnson, = Mr, Roosoyelt, >‘ 

Alr, Anthony, Mr. Abeel, Mr. Malligan, ¢ 38 

Captain Denuing, — Mr, Janeway, Onptain Bolly org - t 
fa : 
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Mr, Roado, 

, Mr, Van Cortlandt, 
Mr. ‘Lomploton, Mr, [olina, 
Mr Totton, Mr, Ray, Son., 
Mr, Phenix, Golonol Bull, 


Henry Outenbergh, who was waiting at the door, being 
called in, informed the Committoe that he carted two Rice 
casks from Mr. Burling’s store to Mr. Dhomas Grant's ; 
that he verily believes they contained Tobacco; that he 
did not observe any Ten fall out of the casks; that John 
Pan Aullen carted two casks also. 

John Ven Auilen informed the Committee that ho carted 
two casks of ‘Tobacco fiom Mr, Burling’s stoic to Mr. 
Grants; that he saw dust like Tea lay on the cart; that 
he saw some Lead round the cask; that he veiily believes 
it was Tobacco put into a Rice cask. 

Pater Myers says ho carted Wine from on board Captain 
Mount; that he did not believe there was any Tea came 
in the vessel. ‘ 

The snb-Committes appointed to draw up a state of the 
facts 1elating to Messrs, Grant and Line, and Samuel Bur- 
ling’s violating the Association, report the same accord. 
ingly. 

On motion of Mr. Sharpe, 

Ordered, That the same be committed to the reconsi- 
deiation of the sub-Cominittee, 

Mr, Bonner, a prisoner, being confined in the Guard- 
House, 

Ordered, That he be admitted to bail. 

The sub-Committeo appointed to diaw up an advertise. 
ment to the Town, roport tho samo accodingly; which, 
being road and approved of, is as follows, viz: 

“ Coumittos Chamber, Now-York, Janumy 10, 1776, 

“Whereas the businoss of this Committee has been 
much impeded by reason of the absenco of many Mom 
bers; and the Quorum or number constituted to forma 
Hause, being found, by long experience, to be tao large; 
Tho Freemen and Freeholders of this City and County 
are hereby requested to attend at tho City-Hull, at ten 
o'clock, on Wednesday, the 17th of January instant, in 
order to reduce the said Quorum to Tiwenty-One, or such 
other number as they think most likely to answer the end 
in view. By order of the Committee; 

, “ Cornenius P, Low, Chairman pro tem.” 


Committce then adjourned to Tuesday evening next, 


Celonol Lasher, 
Mr. J, Anthony, 
Mr, Shaipo, 

Mr, Duyskinek, 


Mr. Ketlotas, 
Mr. Dunacomb, 


~ Ata meeting of the General Committee for the City 
and County of New-York, on Tuesday evening, January 
16,1776, Present: GC. P. Low, Chairman pro ten. 

Mr. Anthony, Mr, Stoutenbuigh, Ma, Duyolinel, 

Mr. Mooie, Mr. Melina, M1. Iotlotas, 

Mi, Rorun, My. Lott, Mr, Eyer, 

Mr, Bull, My. ‘Totton, Mi. Rooms, 

Mr, Poll, Mr, Norwood, Mi. Toumploten, 

Mr. Lashor, Mr. Do Poyster, Mr, Van Zundt, 

Mi, Basactt, Mr, Jolineun, Mr. Brinekorhoff, 

Mr. Rondo, Mr. Donning, Mp, Breasted, 

Mr. Aboal, Mr, Mitlor, Mr. Sharpo, 

Mr. Wiskham, My, Ray, Me. Banelor, 

. Information being given by Mr, Benjamin Seivas, that 
Eleazey Benzoleen WXd acquainted him that Mr. Samuel 
Israel informed him (Benzoken) that he had heard Bar- 
rack Elays declave that he had sixteen Tories in the Com- 
pany to which he belonged, (of which Company /Pilliam 
Remsen is Captain,) who would join the King’s Forces to 
fight against us. 

Mr. John Pyley, upon his examination, further declares, 
that in the presenco of Mr. Seivas ho heard Mr, Benzg- 
Ken say, that Min, # ® ® Hee Ow & ’ 


wee 
‘ 





0.) MEMORIAL OF WILLIAM LEARY. 

To the Committee of Sufety for the Colony of Nuw-Youy : 
The Memorial of Wioraant Linany, Lown- Major, halla) 
sheweth 
That since he has had the honour of filling the station 

he now occupies, hy virtue of his appointment, he studiously 

endeavoured to presarye the peace, goad aider, and well 
being of this city, as much as was in his power; that for 
that purpose, he has carefully attended the regular appoint- 
ment of the Nightly Guard, according to the instructions of 


the General Committee. J 
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And this memoriulist further showeth, that since his said 
appointinent, he has found the utmost remissness in duty, 
and the greatest disrespectfulness towards officers from the 
soldiors of the respective beats; that he has repeatedly 
complained of the same to no effect: that the few indepen+ 
dent companies which have been raised in this city, have 
showed, upon many occasions, the greatest cheerfulness to 
render any assistance to their saffeving countiy ; but that at 
present he observes a great delinquency even in them. 

And this momorialist further sheweth, that upon regular 
complaint being made to the Field-Ofticeis of said compa- 
nies, they unanimously assign the following reason for the 
same: That they have been, and ever will he, willing and 
ready to do their pait of their respective duties; but that 
the men over whom they have command, too justly assert 
that their good nature is imposed upon ; that the more they 
lo, the more seems to be required at their hands ; that theit 
interest and families have already sufleved by theit persist- 
ing in their former assiduity, and they ave fearful that ne- 
cessity will at length compel them to desist, unless their fel- 
low-citizens will step forth and aid thom in the common 
cause, 

And this memorialist further sheweth, that tho danger 
to which this city is nightly exposed, not only fiom tho 
attacks of external and internal evemies, but from the mae 
lice and intemperance of any individual who mounts guard, 
he has thought it his indispensable duty to lay belore this 
Committee pu ticular threats which he has heard from some 
individuals of thoso unruly guards, who, he has reason to 
beheve, wanted nothing but an opportunity of putting the 
same into execution, “such as firing upon His Majesty’s 
ships, now in tho harbour,” an act that must unavoidably 
bring unspeakablo distiess upon the inhabitants of this 
city. ‘Lhe countersign bas beon divulged, and those who 
were appointed as guardians of our safety, have exposed 
us lo the greatest dangeis from the common enemy. Ie, 
therefore, humbly prays that this Commineo will tuke the 
matter ander their setious consideration, for, if long neg- 
locted, he is fully convinced a sufficient namber will soo 
bo wanting to do the duty (though ever so badly) of thig* * 


ely Wranan Luany, Lown-Major. 
Now-York, January 16, 1776. 


QNNURAL LED TO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 
Now-Hayon, January 16, 1776, 

Dean Gexmnan: Wo havo been sp bafllod by tho 
weather, that wo only arrived era Inst night, I believe 
we shall find no difticulties in proeuting a suflicient body of 
volunteers for the New-York expedition, The unhappy 
accounts from Canada, seem to animate these people, 
rather than depress. Indeed, we have now cecasion for 
exertion and decision. fam apprehensive that the Con- 
gress must bo inspired hy you. ‘They have just given a 
strong, and, 1 think, unfortunate instance of indecision, 
Colonel /Vaterbury had raised a regiment; tho regiment 
was equipped and ready for embarkation, They were to 


have landed in Oyster-Bay, to havo attacked the Tories 


Long- Island, Lord Stirling was to have attacked (heth 
on the other side; all thid by order of Congress; wheh 
suddenly, Colonel /aterbury received an order to disband 
his 1egiment, and the Tories are to remain unmolested till 
they are joined by the King’s assassins. 

Governour Zrumbull, like a man of sense and spirit, hag 
ordered this regiment to be reassembled; I believe it will be 
ready on Sunday, the day on which I shall maich from this, 
town. 1 shall send immediately an express to the Con~ 
gress, infoiming them of my situation, and at the samo time 
conjuring them not to suffer the accursed Provincial Con- 
gress of New-York to defeat measues so absolutely 
necessary to salvation, ‘Che affairs of Cenada, will, ) sup- 
pose, very soon, if not instantly require a very considerable 
foree from this Province ; neither will the circumstances of 
New-York adwit of its being too much stripped of suds 
for which reason 1 should think it advisable immediatel 18 
raise some additional regiments in Masstichusetts- wig 
Adiey, dear General, God prosper you, and the’tirm of 
virtue. : of ine 

Yours, most sincerely, Cuarues Las. 


To General Washington, . ‘ 


# 
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GENERAL LED TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Hartford, Junuay 16, 1776, 
Doar Gonenat: Major French, whom I have met with 
at Hartford, is extremely solicitous for permission to return 
home, as he is confident that his whole fortunes depend 
wpon his being immediately on the spot with his friends at 
this instant. As he is, I believe, a man of strict honour, his 
parole not to serve for a given time against the fieedom 
of America, would be sufficient security; and as he has a 
family to provide for, it would cestainly be humane and 
chaiitable to indulge him, nor can I see any inconvenience 
which would attend the indulgence ; there may be some ob- 
jections which do nat, perbaps, occur to me, but I could wish 
for my own part, that as so much depends upon it, he might 
be gratified; however, | beg you will excuse my submitting 

the matter to your consideration. 

‘ Tam, dear General, your most obedient humble servant. 

Cuasrtes Lez. 


To His Excellency General Washingion. 


BSAMOLL MOTT TO GOYERNOUR TRUMBULL. 
Preston, January 16, 1776, 


Sm: Being on the 5th of this instant, (January,) desired 
and directed by your Honour and Council of Safety, to view 
the works erected and proposed for defence at New-London, 
Groton, and Stonington, and repost my opinion in the pre- 
mises, &c. 

In pursuance thereof, I have attended at the places above 
mentioned, and have found that there is at New-London a 
work newly erected at the edge of the town, by the water, 
where the ald fort or battery stood, which, on some accounts 


' 
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defending that important harbour and the town, and pro- 
perly manned, would prevent any, the most potent enemy, 
from either holding possession of the harbour, or annoying 
the town, An addition of heavy cannon, to make what 
they now have, to the number of about forty, would be 
sufficient to man all these works. 

Thaye, likewise, viewed the works lately creeted at Sto- 
nington, and find thum, so far as executed, in my opinion 
well situated, strong built, and boing completed, with a very 
little alteration, which I have pointed out ta Majar Sinith, 
sufficient with one hundred battalion-men, and thirty artil- 
lery-men, to defend against any ship-ofwar, &c., that will 
likely penetuate that harbour, unless the enemy land a body 
of toops, in which case the above number of troops might 
hold out, until the country came to their assistance, All 
which is submitted to your Honour, by yours, &a., 8c, 

Samuen Morr, 
To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Wsq., Captain-Ge- 
neral and Governour of the American Colony of Con- 

necticut, &c. 

N. B. If the works at the above places should be pro- 
secuted, it will be necessary to provide about twelve now 
spades, five falling axes, two broad axes, and some iran crows, 
for the work at Stonington, and a number of tools for New- 
London, Groton, &e. 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLDR, 
Cambliidgo, January 16, 1776, 
Dear Sir: Your favour of the 5th instant, enclosing 
copies of General Montgomery’s and General F¥ooster’s 
letters, I received, for which [return you my thanks, 
Tt was from a full conviction of your zealous attachment 
to the cause of our country, and abilities to serve it, that J 


ee neat, well made and in good order. But by reason 
of the bad situation of the place, on account that in case af, ; 
an attack from the enemy, it will have a tendency to draw... ygpeatadly pressed your continuance in command ; and it is 

the enemy’s shot in the most dangerous direction on the with much concern, sir, that 1 find you have reason to think 
body of the town, and by season of the ill construction of your"holding the place you do will bo of prejudice nnd in 

the embiasuies, &c., that it cannot defend fiom those parts compatible with its intorest. Ag you are of this opinion, 
‘of the harbour, where an enemy’s ships of war might, and the part you are inclined to take is certainly generous and 
dgybtless would, lic for action ; and by renson that in case noble, But: will. the good consequences you intend, be de- 
théenemy should set fire to any of the nearest buildings, it rived from it? +I greatly foar they will not. I shall leave 
would be very difficult to suppoit and occupy the work, the matter to yourself, in full confidence, that in whatever 

, _ and the danger that the men in the work must undergo sphere you move, your exertions for your country’s weal, 

* from those in the tops of enemy’s vessels, :ender it, in my will not be wanting, 

, opinion, not a suitable place to defend the town and har- — Whatever proaf: you may obtain, fixing or tending to 
hour, and altogether insuficient for that purpose; and like- support the charag,against Mr. Prescott, you will please to 
wise, that in case of an attack from the enemy, the guns tansmit me by the-diyst. apportuntt 5 
and stores in said work would be in gieat danger of falling 1 am apt to believe the intaligones given Dr. Iheelock, 

an easy piey to the enemy. , Tespecting Major Rogers, was not true, but being much 

1 find also, adjacent to the town, on a place called 7Vin- suspected of unfliendly viows to this country, his conduot 
throp’s Neck, a new work erected for defence, which, in should be attended to with'soiia degree of’ vigilance and 
‘my opinion, so far as it is dono, may be of good service in ciicumspection. it, 3 sok 
assisting to defond the place, but the situation of the place —_T confass Tam much concertfied for General Montgomery 
will not admit of its being a sufficient defence, I also, and Colonel Arnold; and he" consequoncos which will ve+ 
viewed Skaw’s Point, commonly called Mamacock, which, sult from their miscarriage, sliould it happen, will bo. very 
ain my opinion, is capable of being fortified to very good alaiming; I fear not less fatal than you mention, Flows 
purpose, The guns would lie fifty or sixty fect above the ever,! trust, that their distinguished conduct, brayery, and 
surfage of the water, and only about one hundred and ninety perseverance, will moet with the smiles of fortune, and put 
rods fiom the opposite side of the chanuel ; it has a very them in possession of this important fortress. I wish their 


good and safe communication with the country, but no 
‘woiks are yet erected here, 

I have also viewed the east shore of New-London har- 
bour, on Groton side, and find a new work sees | within 
reach of the whole channel of the harbour, which work’ so 
far as it is carried, I very much approve of, and think that 
with finishing what is begun, and making some small addi- 
tion, it will be capable of making a very good defence. 

The guns on this waik, f imagine to be about one hun- 
ded feet above the surface of the water. A little back of 
the work, next the country, is a very commanding emi- 
nence, (likewise in pretty good shat of the habour,) which 
if wall: fortified, might contain barracks and a bomb-proof 
sufficient to contain its own stores, and those of the other 
work, and would secure q safe and easy communication 
with the country, and would, if skilfully erected, in a great 
mensuie, defend the harbour, and be almost inaceessible to 
an enemy. 

On the whole, it is my opinion, that somewhere between 
ton or fifteen hundied pounds, wall laid out, in fortifying 

»Ahe above-mentioned parts of Groton, and on Mamacock, 
and Winthrop’s Point or Neck, is all that is necessary for 


force was greater, the reduction woutd then be certain, 
{am sorry that T¥conderoga and Fort-George should 
be left by the garrisons, and that your: recruiting officers 
meet such ill success, It is too much tHe case in this quar- 
terjand from the slow progress madé'in inlisting, 1 das- 


“pait' of raising an army to the new egtalishment. Should 


it be effected, it will‘bera long tire fist. 
. Our Caughnawaga friends are not arrived yet; I will try 
to make suitable provision for them, during their stay, and 
tse every means in my power to confirm their favourable 
disposition towards us. ‘They will not, I am fearful, have 
such ideas of our strength as I could wish. ‘This, however 
shall be strongly inculcated, : 
If Quehecl is in our possession, I cannot seo that any 
inconvenience will result from Mr, Gamble’s going thera 
upon his parole; but if it is nat, however hutful it way he 
to him, however disagreeable to me to prejudice the inte= 
rest of an individual, I cannot consent to his return. 1 am 
much distressed by other applications of a liko nature, If 
Mr. @amblc’s request is granted, others in the same situa 
tion will claim the same indolgence; further, 1 think, a 
partial exchange should fict be made, and rhy propasilion 
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for a general one, was rejected by Mr. Zowo, or what is 
the same, it was adnaticed, J could wish that his applica- 
tion had heen to Congress, they might have complied with 
it, had they thought it reasonable. 

Ishall be much obliged by your sending, as expeditiously 
9s you can, such clothing as you are nble to spaie; it not 
being made up {s rather an advantage, as it may be donc 
here with some saving. 

Tam much pleased that the artillery was like to be got 
over the river; and am in hopes that Colonel Know will 
arrive with it ing few days. It is much wanted. 

On reading the copy of Genaial Wooster’s lettor, I was 
much surptised to find that he had granted furloughs to the 
Connecticut troops under his command, in preference to 
discharges. What advantage could he imagine they would 
be of to the Continent, when they were at their own homes? 
Tf he could not continue them in the service they were 
upon, theirdischarge would certainly have eased the coun- 
try of a considerable expense. 

Giving you, in return, the compliments of the season, and 
wishing for you every happiness, | am, dear sir, 8&c., 

Gxonae Wasuineron, 
To General Schuyler, 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL, 
Cambridge, January 16, 1776, 

Sin: The alarming and almost defenceless state of our 
lines, occasioned by the slow progress in raising recruits for 
the new Army, and the dopaiture of a gicat number of the 
Militia, which had been called in for their support till the 
15th instant, from this and Now-Zampshire Governments, 
rendered it necessary for me to summon tho Goneral Ofli- 
cers in council, to determine on pioper measures to bo 
adopted for their maintenance and presetvation. Jor this 
purpose they met at Hend-Quarters yesterday and ta-lny, 
and finding that it was with the utmost diMfculty qnd_per- 
suasion that such pait of the latter as aie uow here, could 
be prevailed on to continue till the last of the month, 
(after which there is not the 1emotest probability of their 
staying one moment,) they have judged it expedient, and 
absolutely necessary, that thirteen regiments should be 
forthwith raised, equal to those of the new establishment, 
to be officeied according to the usual mode of their :espec- 
tive Governments, which ao to repair to this camp:by the 
lost instant, if possible, to be in readiness to‘aot in such 
manner (and ail the Ist of April) as oirtumslanoes way’ 
require. Of this numer, they apprehend tho’ Massachu- 
sedts shold furnish seven; your Government “four ; and 
the New-Lampshire two; being pgrecable, to'the propor. 
tion settled by Congress. Wy 

In order that each rogiment niay consist of a proper 
fhuniber of officers and men, I herewith send you a ist for 
their regulation, as, also, of tho Continental pay. 

I must earnestly solicit your 1ogard to arms, ammuni- 
tion, blankets, clothing, and kettles, that they may came 
as well provided with thesa nocessary articles as they can, 
particulaly of the first, of which I find, to my great sur 
prise and concern, thore is an amazing deficiency, notwith- 
standing I have used every precaution my judgment could 
point out to procure*them, Bosides the aims which theso 
regiments will bring with them, I shall be particularly 
obliged by your fumishing me, for the uso of the Conti- 
nent, with such others as you have, or can collect, Ifyou 
have any, or can get them made, you will please to inform 
me of the quantity. hese Governimonts, | hope, will ex- 
ert themselves in this instance, They must be had, or 
what can, what will be done? 

» + The great and constant attention, sit, which you hitve 
shown, upon all accasions, to promate the publick cause, 
affords me the strongest assurahco that your every exer- 
tionygnd interest will be employed to comply with theso 
several requisitions, - 


Tafa, sir, &c., &o, 
, afo, sit, &e., &e., Grones Wasinneron. 
To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, &o. 





GENERAL WASHINGTON ‘10 GOVERNOUR COOKE, 
: , Cumbridgo, Snnunry 16, 1776. 
Sin: It is’exceedingly painful to me that I should have 
so often troubled you respecting this Army, and that I am 
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under the necessity of applying to you again; but you 
must, in some measure, be involved in whatever difficulties 
Attend mo, 

To iny great surprise,,I find, that notwithstanding Thad 
taken the utmost care to pleyent the soldiers that would 
not reinlist in the new Aimy fom carrying away their 
arms, or such of them as were good, the number salteoted 
is trifling and inconsiderable, of which there are but very 
fow, if any, now in store, they having been delivered to the 
recruits which have come in. 

T also find, from the repoit of the recruiting-officers, 
that a few more are to be inlisted who have arms jn their 
hands, and that they are reduced to the disagreeably al- 
ternative of taking men without any, or no men at all, 
Unhappy alternative! Must not those Governments ex- 
ext themselves in procuring them {tom the several towns, 
or in such other manner as to them sliall seem most speedy 
and effectual ? 

To account minutely for this great deficiency, would be 
of no impottance. I shall only say, that it has arisen from 
two causes, to wit, the badness of the arms of the old 
Army, which tho inspectors and appraisers did not think 
worth detaining, and to the disobedience of some regic,,” 
ments, carrying theirs away, contrary to every order T” 
could issue, and even solemn thienis of stopping their pay, 
for the moaths of November and December, of hose’ that 
should. es : 

Tho prospect of getting imported arms istso reniote and 
uncertain, that 1 cannot depend upon it. - ¥, therefore, re-, 
quest the favour of you, to inform me (Whether you have ’ 
any, and what number, belonging fp Governmont; as, also, '¢ 
if you will bo able to procure mprd, and inswhat time, If © 
you hyve any, or can get fem, L shall ihe glad to take 
them, on aecount of the Coritinent; they must be had, if 
possible, talegee 

T have wrote sta, 
on the same sithjaqts. 

Tam, sir, with gieat 
Dle servant, “t+ 

1 


Me a 
the, ‘otlfer Nety- England Goveinments 
ee de 
ig ti oo ae 
regal ans astetin, your most hyitte «« 
t 

Groner Wasminaron. 
Coole. 


fay 
a 


’ 


ms 
Way 


Tq the Tcnburabla Governour 
ty t 


Dee 

GENEhAL, WASHINGTON ‘TO MASSACHUBETLS ASSEMBLY. 

P Cammlaldgo, January 16, 1776. 

Gowrucann: Your sevaral resolves, in consequence of « 
my letters of the 10th and 15th instabt, bave been pro ~ 
sented to mo by a Committee of your bonouiuble body, I 
thank you for tho nssuinnces of being zealously disposed to 
do every thing in your powor to facilitate the recruiting of 
the American Army ; and, at the same time, thal Tassie 
you I do not entertain a doubt of tho wuth of it, T must 
beg Jeave to add, that I conceive you have mistaken the 
meaning of my lotter of the 10th, if you stippose it ever 
was in my idea that you should offer a bounty at the sepa- 
rato expense of this peo 

Tt was not clear to me, but that some coercive measure 
might be used on this, as on former occasions, to draft men 
to completo the regiments upon the Continental establish 
ment} but, as this is thought unadvigable, I shall raly on 
your recommending to the Soleétmen, and the Committees 
of Correspondence, &c., to exert themselves in their seve- 
ral towns, to promote the inlistments for the American 
Army. 

In the meanwhile, as there is an appearance of this sar- 
vice going on but slowly, and it is necessary to have a ree 
spectable boty of troops here, as soon as possible, to act 
as circumstances shall require, 1 must beg that you will 
order in, with as much expedition as the nature of the case 
will admit of, seven regiments, agreeable to the establish- 
rhent of this Army, to continuo in service till the Ist of 
April, if required. You will plouso to direct that the 
men come provided with good arms, blankets, kettles for 
cooking, and, if possible, with twenty rounds of powder 
and ball, Ne 

With respect to your other resolve, relative {0 arn, 
am quite ready to make an absolute purctiase of iguolmiag 
shall be furnished either by the Colony or individuals? 
am also ready to engage payment for all the arin which 
shall be furnished by the rectuits, if lost ip tf publick Sar- 
vice; but 1 do not know how far A eou be justified in 
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allowing for the use of them, when I know it to be the 
opinion of Congress that every man shall farnish bis own 
arms, of pay for the use of them, if put in his own hands; 
to do otherwise, is an indivect way of saising the pay. 1 
again wish that the honourable Court could devise some 
method of purchasing. . ; 

Theg leave to return my thanks for the kind offer of 
fifty thousand pounds, for the Continental use. 1 will ac- 
cept of a loan upon the terms mentioned, of half that sum, 
to secure payment of the Militia, whose time of service will 
be up the last of this month, till when I shall not have oc- 
casion to make use of the money. 

Tam, with great respect, &c., 

‘ Georce Wasuineron. 


To the Honourable General Court of Massachusetis- Bay. 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO MATTHEW THORNTON. 
Cambridge, January 16, 1776, 


Sm: The alarming and almost defenceless state of our 
lines, occasioned by the slow progress in raising recruits for 
the new Army, and the departue of a great number of tho 
Militja, which had been called in for their support till the 
15th instant, rendered it necessary for me to summon the 
General Officers in council, to determine on proper mea- 
sures to be adopted for their preservation. For this pur- 

pose they met at Head-Quariers yesterday and to-day, and 
finding that it was with the utmost dificulty and persuasion 
that such of the latter as are now here, have been prevail- 
ddl to continue till the last of the month, (after which there 
i8 not the remotest probability of their staying a moment,) 
they have judged it expedient, and absolutely necessary, 
that thirteen regiments shold be forthwith raised, equal to 
those of the new establishment, to he officeied according to 
the usual mode of their respective Governments, which aie 
to repair to this camp by the last instant, if possible, to be 
in readiness to act in such manner (till the 1st of April) as 
circumstances may requiie. Of this number, they appre- 
hend the Massachusetts should furnish seven; Connecticut 
four; and your Government two; being agreeable to the 
propostion settled by Congress, 

In order that each regiment may consist of a proper 
number of officers and men, I have enclosed you a Jist Sor 
their regulation, and of the Continental pay. 

_ [mast earnestly solicit your attention and regard to arms, 
ammunition, blankets, kettles, and clothing, that they may 
come as well provided with these necessaties us possible, 

articularly the first, as, from the amazing deficiency here, 
I shal not have it in my power to supply them. 

‘The situation and exigency of our affairs calling for this 
assistance, [have the most pleasing assurance that your 
honourable body will exert themselves for complying with 
this requisition, with all possible despatch. 

. Lamy sir, with mach esteem and regard, your most obe- 


Fant ser 
dient servant, Georar Wasuineron, 


To the Honourable Matthew Thornton, 





« MAJOR-GENERAL HOWE TO THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH, 
Boston, January 16, 1776, 
“My Lorn: By Admital Shuddham’s arrival, on the 80th 
of December, I had the honour of your Lordship’s despatch- 
es of the 22d October ; a duplicate of the 25th September, 
from Mr. Deputy Secretary Pownall, covering a letter 
from Lord William Campbell, of the 19th July; a dupli- 
cate from your Lordship, of the 22d September, the origi- 
nals of which are not yet received, with copies of despatch- 
es from the Earl of Rockford, of the Qist September, to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland; also, a copy of a lctter 
from your Lordship, of the 22d September, to the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiualty, in which you are pleased 
(o intinnate that the stores of provisions contracted for by 
Messrs. Mure, Son & Atkinson, by the Lords of the 
‘Treasury, are intended as well for the fleet as the army; 
Whereas, from there not being any mention made of the 
flect sharing these stores, either in your Lordship's letters 
to me, from the Lords of the Treasury, or the inerchants, 
he cargoes arriving before Admiral Shuldham, were dis- 
tlibyted solely tothe army. But, since the sight of your 
ndship's ‘letter, that I might not appear to noglect the 
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fleet, I have, though without a direct order from your 
Lordship, given « proporiion of porter to tha ships; at the 
same time, | bez leave to observe, the deliveries of provi- 
sions to the soldiers, for some wecks past, being without 
peas or rig, tho want of bedding, and the unavoidable ex~ 
posure to the weather, from the nature of the duty, which 
has been very severe, without enumerating further reasons, 
make them require these refreshments more than seamen, 
who are better provided, 

Lenclose, for your Lordship’s information, an recount of 
the deficiencies in tho provision contract, with the Commis- 
sary’s letter thereupon; and I shall send another to the 
Lords of the Treasury. 

flaving heard, from Governour Jryon, that there is a 
prospect of getting some provisions on the side of New- 
Yori, | have despatched a vessel to endeavour to procure 
it; and the victuallers for the navy, lately arrived, could 
conveniently afford us a supply for sif weeks, if necessary, 
which relieves me from the necessity of putting the troops 
to short allowance, more aspeciully as Lam hopeful that the 
vessels mentioned in my despatch of the 19th December, 
may return from the /Vest-Indies and Georgia, before the 
provisions in store, as per state, ure consumed ; so that our 
dependance is not wholly on the contractors’ ships, one of 
which got in the 18th instant, with oats, Hour, and peas ; 
the last article affording most seasonable relief. 

The necessary arrangements being made for the dapar- 
ture of Major-General Clinton to Cape- Fear, in conse 
quence of your Lordship’s despatches of the 22d October, 
he is ready to sail in the Mercury, ship-of-war, with tho 
Falcon, sloop, aud two transports, having on board two 
companies of Light-Infantry, and some Highlanders ; the 
Jatter, I hope, may be usclul in getting men in North-Ca- 
rolina, if Governour Martin is not deceived in his expecta, 
tions, of which I do not presume to judge, having received 
no direct intelligence from thence since General Guge’s 
departure ; nor have T received Governour Martin’s letter, 
relered to in your Lordship’s letter of 22d October,» 

It is much to be wished that the troops had sailed from 
Europe in time to have arrived at their destination by the 
middle, or latter end of November ; but I am free to own 
my opinion to your Lordship, which has been, to leavo the 
Southern Provinces in the fullest persuasion of their secu 
rity, until the Rebels should bave anes dcloated on the side 
of New-York; which event appenis to me, more cletrly 
than ever, of $0 much consequence, that our utmost 
strength should be exerted to accdmplish it before designs 
of less importance are taken up, inconsistent with the gen- 
eral plan of operations for tho ensuing campaign ; and itis 
to be presumad the Southern Rebels would have boon less 
able to defend themselves, had they not beon roused by 
the conduct of their Governours, who have not, I fear, the 
power of suppressing them, or of re-establishing the interest 
of Government in my degrea, 

It is remarkable, that tho destination of the regiments ta 
the Southward, was promulgated hero by private letters 
from England, that came in the same ship with your Lord- 
ship’s despatch relative to them; and I make no doubt of 
the Rebels being in possession of the intelligence very soon 
after it arrived. General Lee, 1 hearsis gone for the Army 
in consequence of it, 

In Mr. Deputy Secretary Pownall’s letter of the 22d 
September, | am to understand, that [ may expect the 
King’s commands from your Lordship, for the Seyens 
teenth, Twenty-Seventh, Twenty-Kighth, Porty-Sixth, 
and Fifly-Fifth Regiments, to be sentto Quebecie, as enr- 
ly as possible, in the Spring, and to detach a sufficient 
force from this army for thw security of Falifaa, 

These drains, added to that to the Southward, from 
whence I can promise myself little assistance to the main 
army, will reduce the expected strength for the campaiga 
so opnsiderably, that, ifa respectable supply of troops from 
Europe does not arrive soon in the Spring, another defen 
sive campaign, I conclude, will be the conscquence ; for, 
by the want of a foice to act carly, the Rebel Army will 
have full time to intrench in every strong position’ their 
commanders may fix upon; in which case, though wo 
should get possession of New-York without resistanco, wo 
must not expect to carry their intreeched camps but with 
considerable Joss. Whereas, on the contrary, the anny, 

at the opening of the campkign, being in fored, would, pro- 


701 


bably, by rapid movements, bring the Rebels to an action 
upon equal terms, before they could cover themselves by 
works of any signilication. 

The ill consequences that must arise from another defen- 
sive campaign, are not to be pointed out to your Lordship ; 
but it may be necessary to observe, that if the five batta- 
‘lions under Major-Genotal Clinton are joined by the well- 
affected inhabitants, and should possess themselves of any 
object that it may be important to hold, I shall not presume 
to call them off to the main army, uuless the General shall 
represent that the inhabitants are able to maintain their situ- 
ation, although the King’s troops should be withdrawn, 

1 beg leave to remark, that with a proper army, of twen- 
ty thousand men, having twelve thousand at New-York, 
six thousand at Ihode-dsland, and two thousand at Halt- 
fax, exclusive of an army for the Province of Quebeck, the 
present unfavourable appearance of things would, probably, 
Wweara vew different aspect before the end of the ensuing 
campaign. With fewer troops, tho success of any offensive 
operations will be very doubtlul, the enemy possessing ad- 
vantages that will not be readily overcome by a small force ; 
neither is their army by any ways to be despised, having in 
it many European soldiers, and all, or most of the young 
men of spirit in the country, who are exccedingly diligent 
and attentive in their inilitary profession. 

_ Enclosed are conics of letters of the 138th and 18th De- 
conver, from Governour Tryon, with three papers, con- 
taining intelligence from him, Ee seems positive of being 
able to raise two thousand men, upon the arrival of this 
army at New- Pork, who may be rendered very useful, if 
accompanied by his personal services in the field. The 
enclosed oxtract fron my answer to the Governour, and 
copy of a lettor to the commanding officor at Niagara, 1 
hope may meat with His Majesty’s approbation. 

“ Lbeg your Lordship will honour me with the King’s 
commands respecting the bounty money, payment, and 
clothing, of the Provincial levies: their officers, last war, 
ranked with those of the army as youngest, in their respec~ 
tive degrees, 

Your Lordship has enclosed a state of the transports, 
including such as have arrived and been taken into Lis 
Majesty’s service, in consequence of the duplicate of your 
Lordship’s letter of the 22d Seplember; and, that no time 
may be lost in transporting tho army from hence to New~ 
York, I shall continue to take up all proper vessels that gan 
bo got; but I do not supposo that this plate can be evacu- 
ated without tho ajd of tansports from Hurope, One great 
difficulty, among the many in this oporation, will be the 
number of inhabitants who, [ expect, will desive to be re- 
moved, with their effects and merchandiso, As many as 
Governour Legge can possibly accommodate and provide 
for, shall be sent to Nova- Scotia, 

Having lately discovered a nogotiation of property be- 
tween tho Rebels and their fiends im this town, I use every 
endeavour to stop it; and, although it is not dane as effee- 
tually as I could wish, yet Jam hopeful a largo stock in 
trade may be reserved until T have the honour of your 
Lordship’s instructions for my futuro condust in this busi- 
nogs. 

By accounts fromshe Rebel army, it is said Major-Gen- 
eral Carleton got into Quebeck on the 20th of November, 
and the season then being so far_advanced, [ conclude it 
will not be in the power of the Rebels to force him this 
Winter. I have sent an officer, who may be depended 
upon, to Halifas, and from thence to Quedeck, that may 
have a true state of the General’s situation, and I expect 
his return by the beginning of April, 

+ Phe six missing companies of the Seventeenth, and Six 
companies of the Fifty-Fifth Regiments, arrivod the 30th 
December, in the Grosvenor, ant Grand Duke of Russia, 
transports, but have not had any account of the other four 
companies of the Iifty-Fifth Regiment. é 

From what I can Jearn of the designs of the lenders of 
the Rebels, they seam determined, since the receipt of tho 
King’s speech among them, to make the most diligent pre- 
parations for an active war; and jt,is my firm opinion they 
will not retract until they haye tried’ their fortune in a bat- 
tle, and are defeated; but £ am under the necessity of re- 
peating to your Lordship, that the apparent strength of this 
army, for the Spring, does not flatter me with the hopes of 
bringing the Rebels to a decisi¢e action. 
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With the most perfect respect, I have tha honout to be, 
your Lordship’s faithful, and most obedient servant, 
Witiram Hows. 
' 
JOUN YOUSTE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 
Gooigetown, January 17, 1776. 

Gunrtienen: Having applied to the Committee of Ob- 
servation for a sufficient quantity of powder, for proving the 
guns which T have engaged to furnish the Council of Safe- 
ty, which I have been refused, without your approbation. 

Glad you would please to nominate a man in town to 
sce the guns proved, as it is inconvenient to me, at pre- 
sent, to leave the business, 

Mr. Dickens has left town, which prevents his writing 
to you, according to agreement. : 

L hope, gentlemen, you will please to let me know what 
Tam to expect, as the guns ganuot be delivered, or finish+ 
ed, otherwise than by your gianting a license for powder. 

Tam, gentlemen, your very humble servant, 

Jonn Yousre. 
To the [Honourable the Council of Safety. 5 


— ‘ 


NOMINATION OF MEMBERS OF ASSEMBLY IN NEW-YORK. 
New. Yorlr, January 1%, 1778, 


Ata meeting of a number of freemen and freeholders of 
the City and County of New-York, at the houso of Mrs, 
Panderwater, on Wednesday, January 11, 1776, for the 
purpose of nominating persons to represent them jn the 
next General Assembly, it was agreed, by a majority of 
said company, that Philip Livingston, John Alsop, John 
Jay, wd Alevander McDougall, be, and avo, recomnmend- 
ed to the publick as sufficient men for that purpose; and, 
in order to avoid any division among the electors, they are 


desired to nid and assist in the above choice. 
) 
a 


EXTRACT OF A LETERR DATED NEW-YORK, January 17, 
1776, : ‘ 
General Lice is coming here with a body of armed men, 
A gontleman of this city, who is just returned from Con- 
necticut, tells me General Washington has wroto to Go- 
vornour ‘Zrumbull, informing him that a fleet bas left 
Boston; that ho conjectures they ave hound for New-York; 
given him their size and strength, as nearly as he could; 
informed him that Generul Lee was coming dlong with 
ninety riflemen; and desired he would order a! number! of 
men to be immediately raised to cone with them to this 
city, That, in consequence thereof, Govordour Trumbull 
had assemblod the Committee of Safoty, and they advised 
him to issuo his warrant, ordering two regiments to be 
raised, (about fifteen hundred in both,) to be commanded 
by Colonels Waterbury and Hard, under the direction of 
General Lice, and tocome to this city, Another gentleman, 
who is just come from camp, told ne that General Lee was 
to bring with him an Engineer and artillerymen. 
18th,—~The Jersey lads ave gone to Lorn’s Fook, from 
thence they have crossed, or are to cross, as 1 am ine 
formed, to Long-Island, and pay Queen’s County,a visit. 
The Enstem Post told me he left Genoral Zoe at Hart- 


ford on Monday. 


19¢h.—EJeven o’clock this morning, a second detach- 
mont (about three hundred Jerseymen) went to Long- 
Island. It is said the former one consisted of four or five 


hundred. { 

bs ; 

PETITION FROM THE NEW-IAMPSITINE GRANTS 'T0,CONTI- 

NENT'AL CONGRESS, ie 

To the Tlonourable Joun Hancoox, Esq, President of 
the Honourable Continental Congress, §c., &c., now 
assembled at PiiLaDeLrHta. ' 

The humble Petition, Address, and Remonstrance of that 
part of Asunioa, being situate south of Canana ling, 
west of Connecricur Miver, north of the Massachue 
serrs-Bay, and east of a twenty-mile line from Hupr 
son’s River, commonly called and known by the peme, 
of the New-Hamrsninn Granrs,.humbly sheweih i 
That your Honours’ petitioners, being fully sensible and 

deeply affected with the very alarming situation in which 

the United Colonies aro involved, ‘by means of a designing 


708 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &e., JANUARY, 1776. "04 


ini have Aagiantly used, and are still using, here, only to mention that the oppressions from these over~ 
Fp ate “offuts to eg the inhabitants of the ae grown land-traders of New-York were so grievous, that 
- extensive Continent of, dintrica into a base and servile your potitioners wore again induced, at a great expense, 
subjection to abitrary power, contrary to all the most sa- to potition His Majesty ; in consoquenco of which, a Con 
pred ties of obligation by sovanant and the well-known mittee was appointed, and mado a report in favour of your 
Constitution by which the British empire ought to be politiongrs, which is too prolix to bo inserted here.* 
_"goveintd: Your petitioners, not to be prolix or waste We are called on, this moment, by the Committee of 
. time, when the whole Continent are in so disagreeable a Sulety for the County of Albay, to suppress a dangerous 
situation, would, however, beg leave to remonstrate, in insurrection in“Zvyon County! Upwards of ninety soldiers 
asshort, terms as possible, the very peculiar situation in were on their march, withiry twolve hours afier thai re~ 
which youy petitioners have, for « series of years, been ceiving the news; all inbabitants’of one town, inhabited 
exercised, and are still ‘suuggling under. Perhaps your by your petitioners, and all furnished with arms, ammuni- 
Honours; or, at least, some of you, are not unacquainted tion, ‘accoutrements, and. provisions, &c. Again, we are 
that,'av the conclusion of ihe Inst war, the aboverdescribed alarmed by express fiom General Wooster, commanding 
i premisés, which yous petitioners now inhabit, was deemed at Montreal, with the disagreeable news of tho unfortunate 
arid repdted ‘to be in the Province of New-Hampshire, attack onsQuebeck, (unfortunate, indeed, to lose so brave 
Atid, cohséquently, within tho natn of the same} a commander,) requiring our immediate assistance by 
“Whéreuport;: applications we1e freely made to Benning troops; in consequence of which, aconsiderable number 
Wentworth, Esq, then Governayr of the Provines of New- immediately marched for Quedect, and, more are daily fol- 
Hampshive,ybo, with the advice of his Counejl, granted, lowing thei: example. 
undoythe gruat s¢al of suid Province, to your Honours’ = Yet, while wo, your potitioners, are thus earnestly en- 
petitioners, a larga number of townships, of the contents gaged, Me beg leave to say, we are entirely willing. to do 
af six miles square, sshch. In consaquence of which, a all in ow power in thegeneral cause, under the Continen- 
< great, number of your petitioners, who were’ men of con- tal Congress,’ and have begn, ever since the taking Ticone 
Sideyoble substance, disposed of their interdst in their na-" deroga, &c.7 in which syour petittonars wore pringipally 
al , 


tive planes, and; With their numerous families, proceeded, ; ‘ F : 
4 9 2 * + | + Butract from a Report af the Lords of Trade to tho Committee 
many 9f them, two hundved smiles, encountering many dan of His Mujestys Most Honowable Privy Council, for Plantation 

gers, faligues, and grent hardships, to inhabit a desolate — Agaira dates Deownnuk 3, 1778, 
wilderness, which is now bacome a well-sctled (rontier to pon tho fattest oxamination into all the siroumstancos, which, nb 
three Goveinments, This was vot all our trouble; for, presants souatttuts tho atte a Mat district Rotweot tho yore Union 
. and Connecticut, out of which, tho groatost disordoia and confusiort 
soon afer the commencement of thosa ses emaiies ne hyo arison jit soomnalh to ua, that the principal objects of nttontion in 
Peaipale ee ets t Ne ee i ca eae the considacation of any moneurce that aan bo auggostod for roatoring 
+ the vince of Ne ‘ait: t yanted the said  publick tranquillity, and quioting possessions, aro, 

iatde pers ttle sei tae wi a itng did pre- Firat, Thosa townships, which, having boen originally sotllod and 
a gy 1 8 mM ere pot yi fo P ostablishod undor grants from the Governmont of tho Massachusolis-Bay, 
gent p petition, as we lave often Yeard hand verily believe, fol within this distnot, by the detaamination of tho northern bounduty 

in, your petitioners’ names, piayingthat the same Jands of flat aytibe Jn tho yous 1740: Jo within this datrlot, by tha @ 
ssmehiun mnicht tis tant jecond posa grants of land, mado within this dlatrio to Go. 
gramed by New-Hainpshive migh} bg annexed to the Pro vornmont of New-York, previous to tho oatabhishmont of the townships 


vinee of New-Yorie, on account ofits lical and other cir- taid out by tho Governour of New-Hampshire, aftor the conclusion of 


cumstances, for the benefit of tlie’ inhdbitents, Your pe- os pane aa whisk land now Hoa within tho limita of aome ong of 
ty ¥ . at » . . . ' 1 ese Lownships, 

titioners, not being apprized of the intrigte in this case, Thirdly, Thoso townsliips, which, having boon originally luid out 
were mute, Therefore, as NG objection wis made, why by tho Govornour of New.Hampshite, oithor continua in tho anmo stole 
the prayer of the petition shoujd not be granted, his Ma- al prove been senlirined by grants from New-York; and, also, those 
jesty was pleased, with advice of Council, on the 24th, eich havo sinao opiginated undor granta from tho Iattor of thoso Colo. 
«day of July; 1764, to-grant the same, Immediately after, With rogaid to thogo townships which full undor the first of tho nbovo. 
the land-tradeys of New-York petitioned tHe then Gover- mentionad desciiptions; whon wo consider their nature and origin, and 
f that Provi f Ps rae thd f thonutmborlers diffiguitios to which tho original propriotors of then must 
ee 7 as ‘2 fovinice ie grants of Taiid, ‘some parts of have boon subjootod'in tho eoltlomont of lunds, oxpoued to tho inuuralons’ 
» which had been previously granted fo your petitioners by of tho Suvagos, ani to overy distress, wifich tho nolghhoihood of tho 
the. Governour and Council of ‘New-Llampshire. The Finch, in timo of war, could bing upon thom; and, whon wo add to 
dsp thon Leone serous, Your peter hon, po~ thy conan ti genre he oi ht ho ni 
titioned his Majesty for relief in the preitises. His Ma- donot hositato to eubinit to your Lotdships, our opinion, that the pice 
jesty was pleased .to appoint a Cominjitée, who reported to sont Eropilalaes of these townships, ought, both in Tuas and cquilys te 

. : . z : aifti 0 quioted jn their posscesiona ; and, that all grants whatsoever, mado 
His ay ee na the The tothe ad Hie Maleaty was pleased tho Goyornmont of New-York, of any lands within tho Himite of thom 
to, pass gn Order in the fo OWE words; , townships, whother the dogi co of imptoyemont, undor thy original grant, 
At aCourt at St James's; the 2ath day of Jtly;:1767. Srrdsciva and unjust leh us wears pensive tree heehee 

’ . : 7 aos . ti 

< Present: The Tins Most Excellent MajestyArch- grants made by tho government of New-York, howovor tnwarrantable, 
bishop of Canterbury, Lord Chancellor, Duke of Qyeens- cannot bo sot aside by any authority from His Majesty, in cong the 
‘Dury, Duke of Ancaster, Lord Chamberlain, Bar) ‘of Liteh- grrnes shell nels on shalt tiles we submit to, yout Lorian, 
», “Ris i * ¥ F ‘or to ot 0 origina, TOs 
field, Earl of Bristol, Earl of Shélburne, Viscqunt Fal. priotors m their possossions, 10 propor thnt nil aueh persons whip may 


mouth, Viscount’ Barrington, Viscount Clarke, Bishop of claim possession of lands within tho hmits of such townships, undor 


don, Mr, Secretary Conway nN Raq.) + New-York grante, should, upon condition of their quitting euch alaim, 
ie Majesty, tal fe the Been sa) Eid: | He * receive a grant undar the soal of Now. Yor upon tho ike torma, and 
t ajesty, taking the said Jteport into const era ,,fr00 of all oxponsos, of an equal numbor of acros, in somo othor part of 
‘lon, was pleased, with the advice of his Privy’ Council, | tho distriot lying botwoon the rivora Zudson and Connecticut s and in 
tompprove thereof; and doth hereby strictly chayye, ro-, pase Where any diay they oloaldrsie at emake oan mada by, 
pera i te? hould, in such caso, roceivo aoras 
oo me Leber ia cert or Commander. | waste land for every thrao acres they may haye improved, . 
in-chief of His Majesty’s Province of New- Yolk for.the’ "With regaid to thoso giants mado by the Goyenmont of New.York, 


time being, do not, upon pain of His Majesty’s highest 'dis- 2 peste fall win ae dovand doser{pttan, and upon whtelt any actual 

f oe dmp¥Yoveniant has been mada; they do appaar to us to deserya the samo 
pleasure, presume to make any grant, whatsoever, al any’ ‘cohidaration ; and that tho Proprictois thoreof ought nob to hy disturb, 
part of the Jands described in the said Report, until, His’ ‘edit thoi possessions, whethosg that improvoment be to a grontor or 


Majesty’s further pleasure should be known concerni lesbby extont. But wo bog leayo to obsarye to your Lordubips, that, in 
yesty plea 5 k cerning the bottt these cages, no considorntion ought to bo ad toany lain, whora 


same, . © Winans Saarv, Wahnllapponr that no regular fossossion hag vor beon tuket!, and no 
CaN fue oo Attest . aot \id! Hettloment over boon made, 
yh ioe PY- : aya telvvogard to thuse townships, which fall within the last montton. 
st), &Gnoren Banvar, Deputy See Ys od Yefaiiition, we eubntit to your Tordships oy opinion; that, pros 


+A * * y ' vidud"stidh townships do not inoludo land within tho Jimits of some 
“ iy mgny intervening and unhappy disputes which have antecedent giant, upon which actual improvomont hna, at any tiny, 
-since happengd hetween those land-traders of New-York boon midoy it would bo advisublo they should be donfirmod ne towne 

and your petitioners, would take up too mueh time, under ships, nocording to the lunits expressed in tho grunta thoroofy and that 


the prescht-siiiation of * es Fant all porsong haying possession of uny shaves in tho aaid townships, githoy 
taj vn x ae . i sail vi to recite; as Cap ag original gianteos, or by purchase, or convayauay, and apa ‘which 
"tain Loman AUER and Drs Jonas ay, Who we have ap-  shmos any actual improvement or ‘sottiomont las hoon mado, ought 
joe to pe eth}s to your caine will be fyrnished 204, in ypstion ‘ater been, a1 i be, in fatara, distmbod in the pow. 
therewith, should they find yonr Honous’ admittance, and SS!" Of auch shards; no) ought thoy ta bo bound to any other pon, 
Lian riage Puasa ditions, wh By i a i 
sah, baila fs be thought necessary, Let i sullice ditions, w hothor.of quit-rent, ox otherwige, than what ia contuingd id 
+ ‘ k 


tog 





a 


705 


active under Colonel Ethan Allen; but are not willing 
to put ourselves under the honowable Provincial Congress 
of New-York, in such a manner as might, in future, be 
detrimental to our private piopeity, as the oath to be ad- 
ministered to those who are, or shall be, entrusted with 
commissions from said Congress and the Association agreod 
upon by the same authority, together with some particu 
lar restrictions and orders for regulating the Militia of said 
Province, if conformed to by the inhabitants of said New- 
Hampshire Giranis, will, as we apprehend, be detrimental 
to your petitioners, in the determination of tho dispute 
now subsisting between said inhabitants and certain claim- 
ants under said Province of New-York; and that your 
petitioners’ ardent desires of exerting themselves in the 
present struggle for freedom may not be restrained, and 
that we might engage in the glorious cause without fear of 
giving our opponents any advantage in the said land dis- 
pute now subsisting, which we would wish should lie dor- 
mant until a general restoration of tranquillity shall allow 
us the opportunity for an equitable decision of the same. 

Another reason, that much hinders our joining hand and 
hand with New-York Government in the goneral cause, is, 
they will not own us in our propeity ; but, on the contrary, 
the Judges of the Supreme Court for said Province have ex- 
pressly declared the charters of our lands, deeds, &c., to be 
null and void. Therefore, we, your Honours’ humble peti- 
tioners, most earnostly pray your Honours to tale our case 
into your wise consideration, and order that, for the future, 

our petitioners shall do duty in the Continental sorvice, 
if required, as inhabitants of said New-Ilampshire Grants, 
and not ag inhabitants of the Province of Now-York, or 
subject to the limitations, restrictions, or regulations of the 
Militia of said Province ; and that commissions, a8 your 
Honours shall judge meet, be granted accordingly, And, 
as in duty bound, your [Jonours’ potitionas shall over 
pray. 

At a meeting of the Representatives of tho differant 
towns on the New-Hampshire Grants, legally warned and 
convened at the house of Cephas Kent, inn-holder, in 
Dorset, on the 16th day of January, 1776, Captain Joseph 
Woodward, Chairman, Dr. Fonas Fay, Clerk. 

This meeting, after due consideration, agreed to profar 
to the honourable Continental Congress an humblo Poti- 
tlon, setting forth the peculiar circumstances of this part 
of the country. Accordingly, a Committeo was appoluted 
to draw up the same, who drew up the foregoing, and re- 
ported to the Houso in the evening, The Clerk read tho 
same in his place, and afterwards doliverod it in at the 
table. The House adjourned till to-morrow, nine of tho 
clock, 17th January, Met uecording to adjournment. 
The saitl Petition, being a second time read, was agrood 
to by the whole House. Then Lieutenant James Bracke 
enridge and Captain Leman Allen were nominated to 
prefer the said Petition ; the vote was called ; passed in the 
affirmative, nem. con, Then Dr, Jonas ay was nomi- 
nated ; the vote called; passed in tho aflirmativo, nem. con. 

Joserm Woonwanrn, Chairman. 

A true copy: Jonas Pay, Clerk. 


FURTIOR ACCOUNTS OF THR UNSUCCDSSFUL ATTACK ON 
QUEBECK. 
Philadolphia, January 17, 1776. 

Our readers will expect that we should give some ac- 
count of so interesting a piece of intelligence as the late 
unsuccessful, but brave, attempt made by the Continental 
tYoopa to storm the town of Quebscle. The following is 
tha ibest we have been able to callect, and, we have rer® 
son_to think, contains the most material facts. 

General Montgomery had determined to storm the town 
as soon-as-a gdod opportunity offered, and his plan was to 
attack ‘the upper and lower’ town at the same time; but, 
several of his soldiers having deserted, he was induced fo 
tlter his design, and thought it most prudent to make two 
different attacks upon the lower town, the one at Cape- 
Diamond and the other at St. Rogue’s. The former was 
conducted under the immediate command of the'General 
himself; bat here a most anfortunaté event early took 
place, viz: the fall of that gallant and able commander, 
swhieh, no doubt, damped the ardaur of his troops, and was 
the occasion of a repulse, thougle not till they had passed 
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the first barrier, and (vere preparing to attempt tlie second. 
The other attack was conducted by Colonel (now Briga~ 
dier-General) Arnold, with his own detachment from Nete= 
England, and Captain Lamb's company of artillery, from 
New-York. They pressed through the St, Rogue’s, aid 
approached near a two-gun battery, without being: disco- 
vered, and attacked it; the enemy bravely defended it 

above an hour, but it was carried. In this attack General 

Arnold was shot through the leg, and was obliged to be 

entried to the ILospital, as was, also, Brigade-Major Ogden, 

who, after a spirited and soldier-like conduct, received a 

wound in bis shoulder. ‘The command of this detachment 

now devolved on Lieutenant-Colonel Greene, of Rhodé~ 

Island, who, after gaining the battery, pushed on toe 

second barrier, which they took possession of; at the same 

time, the enemy sallied out from Palace-Gate, and at- 

tacked them in the rear. A field-piece, which the rough- 

ness of the road would not permit their carrying on, fell 

into the enemy’s hands, ‘The communication between the 

two detachments was, by this means, cut off, and, after a 

resolute push for the lower town, these brave soldiers were 

forced to yield to superior numbers with superior advan= 

tage, and submitted themselves prisoners, Captain Mac- 
pherson and Captain Cheesoman fought and fell by the 
sido of their General. ‘These officers distinguished them 
solves by their good conduct; and Lieutenunt-Colonel 
Greene, Majors Bigelow and Meigs, and Captains Oswald 
and Burr, aie paiticularly montioned as having done thenm 
selves great honour, ‘The loss of Gencral Monigomery, 
who well undeistood the duties of the soldier and citizen, 
and generously endured the fatigues of the one for the sake 
of securing the rights of the other, is grently regretted by 
every lover of mankind; but our enemies will soon find 
that Amorica is become the nursery of heroes, and that, 
while we aro struggling in so glorious a cause as that of 
liberty and virtue, sho will not want Generals to load forth 
her armies, and direct them to victory and triumph, 


EXLRACT OF A LETTER FROM CANADA, DATED FEBRUARY 
9, 1776, 


It is not improbable, that, bag ne with all the ofr 
cumstances, some persons who, while they applauded tha 
courage and resolution of our late bravo General Montgome- 
ry, in attacking, under every disadvantago, a city so strongly 
fortifiod, both by art and nature, as Quedech, with loss than 
half the numbor of men that were within the walls to des’ 
fond it, may censure tho attempt as rash and desperate, 
But his situation not only justified, but made it a matter of 
indispensable duty, though a duty of a nature so difficult and 
arduous, that the most heroick virtue and intrepid courage, 
was absolutely necessary to the performance of it, ‘The 
expiration of the time for which a great part of the Provin- 
cial troops had been inlisted boing near at hand, in a 
council af war au attack of tho town before that time was 
determined upon, and a plan concerted. But just before 
its execution, it appearing that some deserters from our 
Army had discovered it to the enemy, an ultoration became 
necessary, Nor was thero any time to delay, for the\niatts 
were on point of re(urning home, and the Genaral was 
reduced to the dilemma of malcing an attack, under all dig- 
advantages, or of raising the seige, and retiving with the loss’ 
of all the advantagesve had gained by the unparallelad fa- 
tigues of a Wiptet campaign in such a country. It isno 
wonder, therefore, that, perilous as it was, he, with Colonal: 
Arnold, &e., determined to make the attack, though to‘ 
stidiulate his men, the General was obliged to head them in’ 
jersons ’ 
The attack was made with ag much paver as it was re= 
solved on, and probably would havé succeeded, had not a 
fatal dischargo from the enemy’s cannon,soon aflerhe mount~ 
ed tho wall, finished the glorious career of our gallant Gene- 
ral and some of the bravest of his followers. ‘The prinoipal - 
of these were, his Aid-de-camp, Captain Macpherson, of 
Philadelphia, Captain Cheeseman, of New-York, and téit. 
of hls company, who all fell at the fast fire. "This night 
loss, at the fiist onset, so confused and discouraged org tg 
that the remaining oflicers in the detachment thought then" 
selves under a necessity of drawing off the mati * 7 * 
Captain Cheeseman was tho- first, that ‘solfled: the wall, 
and intropidly pushing forward; he Feceived: a canister of 
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grape-shot through his body, which brought him to the 
round, He atiempted to tise, and his motions indicated 
a desire to press forward, but ali was over, the fatal wound 
was given, through which (led as brave and heroick a spirit 
as ever animated the breast of an Alevander. 

» Heseemed to have a remarkable presage that he should 
fa)! in the attack ; he mentioned it without the least super- 
stitious fear, but with the undaunted bravery of a soldier. 
Ho dressed himself that morning extremely neat, and put- 
ting five half-joes in bis pocket, said that would be sufli- 
cient to bury him with decency. In him, [have lost a 
yaluable and much esteemed friend. 


ACCOUNT OF THE ATTEMPT ON QUECECK. 
[Fiom the Now-York Gazetto.] 

As the publick have, no doubt, received many contiadic- 
tory accounts relative to the unfortunate attempt against 
Quebeck on the 3st of December last, and having great 
reason to think no just one has yet been published, 1 have 
(in justice to the characters of many, whose names, perhaps, 
haye not been mentioned, or, if mentioned, not with the re- 
spect they deserve) sent you for publication the following 
sketch of that marning’s wansaction ; assuring you, at the 
sume time, that f am entirely divested uf eelunion’ that L 
was but transiently acquainted with any of the officers of 
the detachment previous to the attack, and, consequently, 
can have no interest in suppiessing or exaggerating any 
ciréumstances, to the injiny of any one of them; on the 
contrary, there is not a circumstance related, respecting tho 
assault, but shat f was either an eye-witness to, by being in 
the fiont, or had from those whose characters as gentlemen, 
and conduct as brave soldiers, entitles them to the greatest 
credibility. Those officers and gentlemen whose names are 
mentioned, eminently distinguished themselves ; their ene- 
mies lo them the justice to acknowledge it; and I hope 
their country will amply reward them. 

' About four o’clock in the maining, the detachment being 
assembled in St. Roque’s, (to ether with Captain Lamb, 
gnd part of his company o Frillery, with a field-piece, 
mounted on a particular cirtinge, for the conveniency for 
garrying it, through the snow, though its ineflicacy was 
sbon expetienced) Captain Eleaxer Oswald, with a part 

of twenty-five men, was detached to attack the enemy's 
advanced works at the Saut av Matelét, on the entrance 
into the lower town, on St, Charles’s side, the main body 
being then in motion to follow, but by the time they came 
opposite Palace-Gate, the gairison had taken the alarm, 
and, being apprized of the design, began a heavy fue from 
the walls, by which they had to pass a full quarter of a 
mile ere they cante to the first place of action ; which, with 
the obstruction occasioned by the field-picee, threw the 
divisions commanded by Majois Bigelow and Meigs into 
sich confusion, that they lost the right path, However, 
the, advanced party soon reachod the barrier, and began 


he ,attack, in which they were joined by Colonel Aruold , 


Himself, and aupported hy Captain Daniel Morgan with 
pe oompeoy of Riflemen, who were in front of the main 
oly. 

In this onset, unfortunately—un/ortunately, indeed--Col. 
Arnold received his wound, and was carried off; but, not- 
Wilhstanding, Captain Morgan and the first party obtained 
possesgign of the battery of four guns, took great part of 
the guard, and, a number of inhabitants; who surrendered 
prisoners. In this situation they were obliged to remain 
(not being supported by the main body, who had not reco- 
yered from their confusion so as to come up) till joined by 
Lieutenant Steel, with part of Captain Sinith’s company. 
Captain Lamb, with his Artillery company, (who were 
ahliged to quit the field-piece, it being impossible to bring 
it forward,) Captain Hendricks, with part of his company, 
arid several of the musketeers from the different companies, 

after regaining the proper road) in all, about two hundred, 
when they again formed, and were again led on by Captain 
Morgan, (upon whom the body then called as their com- 
manding officer) to force the second barrier, which, had 
they effected, would have given full possession of the lower 
town; but the enemy having defeated the division which 
the ithmortal hero, General Montgomery, led to force their 
workg ,in the lower town, on the St, Lawrence side, had 
Poy tmned all their force upon this detachment; yet the 
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dispute ramained obstinate for some time, in which an ate 
tempt to scalo it was twice made by the intepid Captain 
Morgen, whose uncommon prosence of wind, and gallant 
bebaviour in this critical situation, were truly conspicvous,) 
and succoss till now, scemed inclined to crown their brave 
endeavours, when they found themselves surrounded on all 
qumters; a parly of near two bundred men, having sallied 
out at Palace-Gate, aracked and took prisoners all the rear, 
who had not got within the fist barrier, and having brought 
their cannon, which commanded the river St. Charles, to 
rake the sircet, were a second time thrown into disorder, 
and obliged to take possession of the houses, in which they 
made a resolute stand of full three hours; but finding the 
enemy’s fire continue, both from their cannon and musketry, 
and not more than one in ton of their own fie-locks ser- 
viceable, the others sendered useless by a snow storm which 
began in the night, and continued tho whola dey; and not 
having the least possibility ofimaking avetveat, were at length 
obliged to surender themselves prisoneis; which in all hu 
man probability would not have heer their fate, had those 
brave officers and soldiers who distinguished themselves in 
the front, been properly sustained by those who were in the 
rear; but, on the contrary, from the conduct of the gavri« 
son, there was the greatest prospect of carrying the town, 

Tn this glorious though unsuccessful attempt, fell, (bo- 
sides those in General Montgomery’s division,) whilo in 
the utmost exertion of their duty, that exeallent young 
officer, Captain Millian Hendricks, of Pennsylvania ; the 
truly brave Lieutenant John Ldumphreys, of Captain Mor- 

avs company, and Lieutonant Cooper, of Connecticut ; 

aptain Ladberd, of the town of Worcester, in Massachu- 
setts-Bay, died in a few days alter, of a wound he received 
before he reached the first barrier. 

The spirited exertions and gallant behaviour of the pa- 
triotick John Lamb, the firomess of the indefatigable le 
tain Samuel Lockwood, (by whose vigilance, both by night 
and day, with foity men, and a twelye-pounder, in a gon- 
doln, eleven armed vessels, with General Prescott, one hun- 
dred and thirty officeis and soldiers, and one hundred and 
thirty seamen wera taken at Soref,) and the undaunted reso- 
lution shown during the whole conflict by Captains Osevald, 
Thayer, and Lopham; Lieutenants WPelliam Heath, Peter 
O'Brien Bruen, (Charles Potterfield, and John M'Guire, 
volyntecrs,) all of Captain Morgan’s company; Steel, of 
Smitl’s ; Moody, of Lame’s ; Tisdale, of Ward's, and sever 
ral other subaltdins, &c., has not only crowned them with 
honour as soldiers, but entitles therfi to the applause of their 
bleeding country. 

Adjutant Febiger, (a Danish goutleman, who holds a 
lieutonaney in the King of Denmark’s serviec,) behaved 
with all the resolution, calmness, and intrepidity, peculiar 
to an old veteran and an experienced officer; and hay 
given many specimons of his great military abilities. 

In justice to Mr. Matthew Duncan, a volunteor from 
Philadelphia, who was mnde a prisoner the day after, 
owing purely to his enterprising spirit, in coming volunta+ 
rily to know whether the detachment were in possession of 
the lower town, agieeablo to a report then prevailing in 
the camp, I do assure the publick, that the enemy gave 
him the character such a young adventurer deserves; and 
that many of them appeared surprised so young a man 
could be able to maintain the justness of the cause in which 
he was engaged with so much spirit, sensibility, and firm~ 
ness, Indeed, it was frequently mentioned, that his zeal 
carried him so far as to insult, in bis tarn, some of the prin- 
cipal officers, as they marched bim to the main guard; 
meaning (I suppose) his asking Colonel Maclean, ina sar- 
cfstical manner, if he didnot land at New-York, alluding 
to a belief then entertained, that he was there obliged to 
give his parole for his futuve conduct. 

A Sonpren. 
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A List of the Officers that were mate Prisoners at the 
attack upon the City of Quunuck, on the 81st of’ Dr- 
cemBen, 1775, who were noi evchanged on ihe 18th of 
May, 1776: 

Captain Daniel Morgan, Lieutenant William Heath, 
Lieutenant Peter O' Brien Bruen, slightly wounded; Vo~ 
lunteets, John McGuire and Charles Potterfield, of Eves 
derick County, Virginiay Lieutenant Archibald Steel, of 
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Lancaster, wounded, lost two fingers; Voluntesr John 
Hlenry, Lancaster ; Lieutenant Francis Nicholas, Carlisle; 
Volunteer Matthew Duncan, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; 
Major John Leamb ; Lieutenant Andrew Moody, Now- 
York ; Captain Oliver Ianchot, Sufield ; Captnin Samuel 
Lockwood, Stamford; Lieutenant Abijah Savage, Mid- 
dletown; Quartermaster Benjamin Catling, Wethersfield ; 
Volunteer Cuptain Eleazer Oswald, New-Ilaven, Con- 
necticut; Colonel Christian Green, Greenwich; Captain 
John Topham, slightly wounded, Newport; Captain Sa- 
muel Ward, Westerley; Captain Simeon Thayer, Provi- 
dence ; Lieutenant James Webb, Newport; Lieutenant 
William Humphreys, Providence; Lieutenant Ledward 
Slocum, Tivertan; Silvanus Shaw, Newport, Rhode- 
Bland; Major Timothy Bigelow, Worcester ; Captain Til- 
liam Goodrich, Stockbridge; Lieutenant Samuel Brown, 
Acton; Lieutenant John Cumpston, Saco; Lieutenant 
John Clark, Hadley; Lieutenant James Tisdale, wounded 
in the shoulder, recovered, Medfield; Captain Henry Dear- 
born, East-Nottingham; Lieutenant Nathaniel Butchings, 
Dunbarton; Lieutenant Ammi dadrews, Liilisborough ; 
Lieutenant Joseph Thomas, East-Nottingham; Adjutant 
Christian Febiger, 1 Danish officer, and about three hun- 
dred privates. 
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ROBERT U. WARRISON ‘TO WILLIAM BARTLDTS. 
Combridgo, January 17, 1776, 

Sin: Tam to inform you, by command of his Excellen- 
oy that Archibald Templeton, James Crawford, Joseph 

ouglass, James Ifamilton, and John Melver, who be- 
longed to the ship Concord, Captain Laurie, havo his por- 
mission to go on board our armed vossels, 

You will please to observe, that bis Excelloncy would 
not wish that too great a number of them should be in one 
vessel; for, though these men may be well disposed to 
serve us, it is only right to guard against accidents. 

Tam, &c:, 


GENERAL SULLIVAN TO GENERAL GATES. 
Wintor.Jfil, Innuory 17, 1776, 

Dean Sin: Tencloso you a fetter from some gentlemen 
at Newburyport, for some cannon-shot, which beg you to 
lay before the General ; and, if you pleaso, inform him that 
there are a great number of those shot which 1 sent from 
New-Hampshire to Medford, which have never been call- 
dd for, of taken into account. If it is agrecable to his Hx. 
cellenoy, I will spare a part of those to tho gentlemen, to 
enable them to fix out the privateer they are about; other- 
wise, shail not beg an answer per hearer, and atn, sir, your 
very humble servant, 


To General Giaics. 


‘ 


Joun Suttivan. 


GENERAL SULLIVAN TO THE GENERAL COURT OF NRW- 
HAMPSHIRE, 
Winter.}2M1, January 17, 1776, 

I was favoured with your letter respecting the affair of 
Colonel Stark and Colonel Hobart, which 1 immediately 
laid before the Genemil. He showed me your letter to 
hind, with a copy of Colonel Hobaré’s to you; and a trial 
would immediately have taken place, but Colonel Stark 
Was gone into the country recruiting. He is now returned, 
a Court of Inquiry will sit upon him to-morrow or next 

ay: 

ol may depend that, notwithstanding I esteem Stark 
ab a worthy, good officer, I will do every thing in my powy- 
sal {8 punish any insult he may have been guilty of offering 
6 the Colony. 

I repeatedly told Colonel Hobart, the evening after the 
affair happened, when I found him and Stark together, at 
my house, on my return from Uoad-Quarters, that I wowld 
confine Starke immediately, if ho dosived it, and even his 
whole regiment, if necessary; but he chose to omit it, 





MESHEOM WEARE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 
Colony of NowsHampshire, Exeter, January 17, 1776, 
Sim: Your Excellency’s letter of the 18th instant, set- 
ting forth the difficulty of providing fire-arms for the Army, 
came to hand yesterday. The General Court, now sitting, 
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immediately took the contents under consideration, and find 
that all the publick arms of the Colony have been delivered 
out to the soldiers in the Continental Army, and at our 
garrisons in Portsmouth, . 

Upon a return lately made from the several towns in the 
Colony, we find that not more than two-thirds of the ine 
habitants capable of using arms are furnished therewith, 
and many of them such as would not bo thought fit to be 
trusted to in the Continental Army, 

The scarcity of workmen, as well as stcel, has hitherto 
prevented our having any considerable number made in the 
Colony ; for which ieasons, together with the apparent 
need of our keeping a considerable body of troops to de- 
fend our seaport, brings us to the disagreenble necessity of 
informing your Excellency it is not in our power, at pre- 
sent, to supply any arms for the purpose you mention. 
We are fearful that the detention of the arms of the Mili- 
tia, (now at the camp,) against their consent, will create 
such an uneasiness in their minds, that it would hinder their 
oxeiting themselves if called upon hereafter, 

Ta consequence of a former request from your Excellens 
cy, we have procured one hundied and forty blankets, 
which we shall forward to the camp immediately; and if 
any more can bo obtained, they shall be sont along without 
delay, 

Ta behalf of the Council and Assembly, I am, with great 
esteem and respect, your Excellency’s most humble sere 
vant, Musuecu Weang, President. 


To Ilis Excellency General Washington, 


EXTRACT OF A LETPRR FROM A CAPTAIN OP AN ENGHISTE 
TRANSPONT 'TO HIS OWNERS, IN LONDON, DATED BOSTON, 
zanuany 17, 1776, 


T have tho pleasure to acquaint you of my safe arrival 
here on the Ast instant, baving had one continued storm of 
wind since my last letter to you, dated at son, November 
6th. The sea continually washed over us, and froze so 
oxcossively hard, that, had it not been for our masts, we 
might have beon tnken for nn island of ice. 

was told that I might depend on meeting a good many 
ciuisers at a distance from tho land, who would conduet us 
safe into port; but I did not see ship or vossel for three 
weeks after I got over St. George's Bunk, und my orders 
from the Admiralty forbade me to go into nny port’ without! 
first speaking with a King’s ship, who was to conduct ne 
into port, or inform mo of'a place of safety. 

Alfier being baftied about for three weeks, with only six 
mon fit for duty, the rest being frost-bitten, or sick through 
fatigno, (having, besides, had the misfortune to losa one 
washed oveiboad,) 1 made for the land, and got, og 
judged, from my reckoning, within three leagues of Boston 
light-house, when, it coming on to blow n gale of wind, 
and meeting neither cruiser nor pilot, 1 was forced ont to 
sea again, and continued in a storm, at sea, eight days 
more, 1 got in with the land again, with the wind at 
north, and, though thick, snowy weather, I stood in boldly 
and made the light-house, and met one of the King’s schdoni= 
ers, and asked for a pilot, but he could not spare one, as 
he was going on a cruise, Soon after, 1 got to an anchor 
in Nantasket Road, and found several King’s ships, I be« 
Nieve ten sail, in all. ‘To them L applied fora pilot; but 
they had none to spare, and wei so weakly manned that 
they could give me no assistance. They told me'there 
were many privateers out, well manned dnd armed, and’ 
that they were going to cruise for them; but, if they meet 
with any bad weather, as I have done, they are so badly 
manned they will make no hand of it. 

At last I got a pilot from Boston, who tells me that a 
ship with ordnance stores is taken by the Rebels, and that, 
likewise, several coal and porter ships are taken, which £ 
find, now, to be likely, for.ther'e are only eight sail, of the 
forty, arrived yet, and they had ng foice to resist. =, 

They have not begun to unload us yet. We-havg ip 
several of our sails, and the rest are ‘much the wolsé 
wear, All our running rigging is bad; oui ropes sradk ac 
like glass, and we broke our maintopmast ackshays ind 
all our rigging is much damaged. heel ie ea 

T can see the Rebels’ cam pet elas Whee colours; & 
little while ago, were entirely red biif, oni the receipt of | 

* 


7 


Tl 


tho King’s speech, eet they burnt,) thoy have hoisted 
the Union Flag, which is he1o supposed to intimate the 
union of the Provinces, : 

About a week ago, the Rebels made an excuision into 
Charlestown, and buint down some few houses that were 
left standing, and carvied off a sergeant and four men pii- 
soneis; but, at present, all is quiet. 

You had better, if any of your ships should come out, 
get higher freight, for the loss, in wear, is greater than J 
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expected, and no supply can be had. If you send somo 
naval stores, they will sell wall. hero ara a great many 
privateers out, and more will be soon rendy; but I sup- 
pose the ships, after this, will come with convoy. 

Tam, &o, 

P.S. brought but fourteen hogs alive; and another 
ship, that had one hundred and thirty sheep, brought in 
five, and all as thin as you could oxpect, and, as the sailoys 
say, only fit for lanterng, 


aed 


MARYLAND CONVENTION, 


At a Convention of Delegates, chosen by the several 
Counties of the Province of Maryland, at the City of An- 
napolis, on Thursday, the Tth of December, 1775, 

Present; 

For Sr. Many’s County: John Allen Thomas, Richard 
Barnes. 

Cuanues County: William Smallwood, Francis Ware, 
Josias Hawkins, Thomas Stone, Robert T. Hooe. 

Canvane County: Benjamin Mackall 4th, Alexander 
Somerville, Edward Gannt, Patrick Sim Smith, Wil- 
Gam Allein. 

Prince Gzonar’s County: Joseph Sim, Thomas Con- 
tee, John Rogers. 

Anne Arnunpe. Country: Charles Carroll, Banister, 
Thomas Johnson, Jun., Samuel Chase, Charles Carroll, 
of Carrollton. 

Frengntcx County, Minnie Disrnrior; Charles Beatty, 
Baker Johnson. 

Lower Distnicr: Henry Grifith. 

Bavrmone Coonry: Robert Alexander, Parents Ni- 

‘ oe John Moale, Welter Tolley, Jun., Jeremiah T. 

hase. 

Hanronp County: John Love, Richard Dalla. 

Crecw Counry: John Veazy, Jun., Joseph Gilpin, John 
D. Thompson, Nathaniel Ramsay, Patrick Ewing. 
Kenz Counry: Peregrine Letherbury, Emory Sudler, 

William Sheby. 

Queen Anne’s County: Lurbutt Wright, James Tilgh- 
man. 

Tarzor Counre: Matthew Tilghman, Nicholas Thomas. 

Canonine County: Joshua Clark, Richard Mason. 

Somerset County: George Dashiell, Gustavus Scotts « 

Worcester County; Samuel Handy, Smith Bishop, 
Josepk Dashiell. 

The Honourable Matthew Tilghman, Esq., was unani- 
mously chosen President, and Mr, Gabriel Duvall, appoint- 
ed Clerk. 

Ordered, That Gabriel Duvall qualify himself as Clerk, 
by taking oath that he will faithfully, diligently, and hon- 
estly, discharge the office of Cleik to this Convention, and 
that he will not disclose or reveal the secrets thereof, 

«' The ‘Convention appointed Mr, Allen Quynm Messen- 

ger to attend this Convention, and ordered that he qualify 

himself as such, by taking the oath of office and secrecy, 
ag above directed to be taken by the Cleik, 

The Convention appointed Mr, Robert Reynolds Door- 
keeper, and ordered that he qualify himself as such, by 
\aking the onth of office and secrecy, as above directed to 
Be taken by the Clerk, 

Ordered, That the Clerk write to the several absent 
Members, and require their immediate attendance here. 

The Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half 
after nine a’clock. 


Friday, December 8, 1775, , 
Gonvention met, All Members present as on yesterday. 
« The Proceedings of yesterday were read, Mr. Richard 
1. Earle, « Member for Queen Anne's County, appeared 
and took his seat in the House, 
Cartificates of the qualification of the Clerk, Messenger, 
and Doorkeeper; were produced and filed. 

A Letter from Mr. John Hanson, Jun., Chairman of the 
Committee of Frederick County, was read, together with 
several Papers therein enclosed, ralating to Allen Cameron, 
John Smith, and John Connolly, now in custody, by order 
of the said Committee, 


On motion, Resolved, That a sum not exceeding two 
hundred Pounds, currency, be appropriated for building a 
strong Log Jail, in Fredericktown, in Fredcrick County, 
at least thirty feet long, and twenty in breadth, lined with 
two inch plank on end, of two stories, with split logs, and 
plank floois, the upper story to be divided into three roams, 
with a stove in each soom., And that a smi] house be 
built for the Keeper, and occasionally for a Guard, onclos~ 
ing the door of tho said Jail. 

Ordered, That the Trensurer of the Western Shore pay 
the said sum of money, or any part thereof, to James John- 
son and Thomas Beatty, ov their order, that the same, or 
such pat thereof, as shall be necessary, be laid out by them 
in building the said Jail. , 

Adjourned till three o’clock. 


Post Meridiem—Convention met, 

Ordered, That the Messenger he divected to hire an 
Express to despatch Letters to the several absent Man 
bers, 

The Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half 
after nino o’clock. 


Satmday, Decombor 9, 1775, 

Convention met, All Membeis present as on yesterday. 

The Proceedings of yesterday were road. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee bo appointed 
to examine the several Claims upon the Treasury, and re- 
port the same to the Convention; and Mv. Contce, My. 
Sim, Mr. Earle, Mi, Hooe, Mr. Moale, and Mr. Dolley, 
were elected by ballot to be the said Committea, 

Resolved, That they, or any four of them, have powér 
to act. . : 


Resolved, That the several retuins of subscriptions for 
Arms and Ammunition, within this Province, be referred 
to the said Committee. 

Mr, Peter Waters, a Membor for Somerset County, ap- 
peared and took his seat in the [ouse, 

The House taking into their consideration, that this 
Province, by means of the necessary attendance of some 
of its Deputies now in Convention, is at present unropre+ 
sented in Congress, directed the President to know of Mr, 
John Hatt, whether jt was convenient for him to uttend'in 
Congress; and Mr, Hail having signified that it was yory 
inconvenient to him at this time, and that it was his wish, 
that some other gentleman might be appointed in his stead, 
and it being represented that Mr, Robert Goldsborough, 
through long indisposition, is at present unable to attend 
that service, it is, therefore, 

Resolved, That, in the present critical and dang 
situation of the Untied Colonies, it is highly necesswAy that 
three Deputies from this Province do immediately attend 
in Congress, now sitting at Philadelphia ; and that for this 
RArpose, two gentlemen be now appointed, and added to 
the number of Deputies ‘already chosen; and Robert Al- 
exander and John Rogers, Esq., were elected by ballot. 

Resolved, That Robert Alexander and John Rogers, 
Esquires, together with those already chosen, be Deputies 
Sa ae this Province in the Continontal Congress ; 
and that the said Deputies, or any three or more of them 
have full and ample power to consent and agree to all 
measures which such Congress shall deem necessary and 
effectual to obtain a redress of American grievances, and 
bo authorized to represent and net for this Province in an 
Continental Congress which may be held before the 25th 
day of March next. oa 


Adjoumed till three o’glock, “ 
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Post Meridiem.—-Convontion met. Mr, John Ennals 
and Mr, James Murray, Membeis for Dorchester County, 
Mr. William Adams and My. John Adams, Membeis for 
Somerset County, and Mr. Aguila Hall, 1 Member for 
Harford County, appeared and took their seats in the 
House. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Deputies from this Pro- 
vince to the Continental Congress, be cach allowed the 
sunt of fifteen Pounds, common money, per week, during 
their attendance in Congress. 

Convention adjourns till Monday morning, half after nine 
o'clock. . 

Monday, Decombo 11, 1775. 

Convention met. All Members present as on Saturday, 
except Mr. James Tilghman, Mv. Mackall, Mr. Smith, 
Mr. Sim, Mv. Contee, Mr. Rogers, Mr. Gilpin, and Mr. 
Moale. ‘ 

The Proceedings of Saturday were read. Mr. Pollard 
Edmonson and Mr. James Lloyd Chamberlaine, Members 
for Talbot County, appeared and took their seats in the 
House, 

The Proceedings of the Committee of Observation for 
Talbot County, relative to My. Francis Baker, 2 Member 
yoturned for the said County, together with several Resolves 
of the Continental Congress, wete read the fast time, and 
ordered to lia on the table. 


On motion, Resolved, That the Parliamentary Post bo 
not permitted or suffered to travel in or pass thiough this 
Province, with any Mail, Packages, or Letters; and the 
several Committees of Obsorvation are requested and di- 
wat to see this Resolution strictly observed and exe- 
cuted. 

Ordered, That the above Resolve be published in the 
Maryland Gazette. 

On motion, Resolved, That every Member of this Con- 
vention consider himself under the ties of viitue, honour, 
and love of his country, not to divulge, directly or indi- 
rectly, any matter or thing agitated or debated in Conven- 
tion, during the time of debate, or before the same shall be 
determined, which the mover theicof shall openly 1equest 
to, be kept secret, without the leave of the Convention, or 
a majority thereof, or any matter or thing which a majoity 
of the Convention shall oder to be kept secret; and that 
every person who shall yiolate this agreement, shall be ex- 
‘pelled this Convention, ahd considered as an enemy to 
America, and liable to be treated as such; and that every 
Member signify his consent hereto hy signing tho same. 

Adjourned till three o’clock, 


Post Meridiem—Convention met. 


The Convention took into their consideration the Pro- 
ceedings of the Committeo of Talbot County, on the case 
of Mr. Francis Baker, who had been guilty of a breach 
of the Continental Association, and who hed been since 
elected a Morber for Talbot County, The said Francis 
Baker appeared, acknowledgad his offence, and expressed 
treat contrition and sorrow for the same, and prayed a re- 
mission of the penalty annexed by the Congress to his 
crime, that he might not be declared an enemy to Ame- 
rica, but be permitted to enjoy the rights of a member of 
this community, on such terms and conditions as this Con- 

‘vention may think proper to impose; and promised a strict 
sgompliance with all Continental and Provincial Resolu- 
«tions; whereupon, it is a: 

«Resolved, That the seat of the said Fyancis Baker he 
vaokted, aud that the Electors of Talbot County elect 
another person as a Member and Committee-man for that 
County, in the room and place of the snid Francis Baler, 
the Committee giving ten days’ notice of tho clection, ox- 
cluding the days of notice and election, and any three of 

! their Members to be judges thereof; ‘That the said Baker 
‘not offering himsélf for-any office of trust, his offence be 
not published, nor any furthor préceedings had against him. 

Ordered, That the Clerk inake out and transmit a copy 
‘of the above Resolve to the Committee of’ Observation for 
Talbot County. 


On motion, Resolved, That this Convention will, on 
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Thursday next, take into consideration the state of the 
Province, 

The Proceedings of the Eastern Shore branch of the 
Council of Safety, relating to Mr. Isaac Atkinson, were 
read the first time, and ordered to lie on the table. 


Convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o’clock. 


Tuesday, Docomber 12, 1775, 
The Convention met. All Members present as on yes- 
terday. The Proceedings of yesterday weie read. My. 
Coniee, Mr. James Tilghman, Mx. Mackall, Mr. Smith, 
and Mr. Gilpin, appeared in the [louse. 


On motion, Resolved, That the Committee of Obserya- 
tion for Talbot County, be requested inimediately to send 
Isaac Atkinson, under a guard of four of the Militia of that 
County, to this Convention; and that the Sheriff of Tulbot 
County deliver the said Adkinson to such guard, 

Ordered, That the accounts of Expenses attending the 
prosecution of Jstae Atkinson, be referred to the Commit- 
tee appointed to examine the soyetal claims upon the Trea- 
sury. 

The Proceedings of the Committee of Kent County, re- 
lative to the conduct and behaviour of the Reverend John 
Patterson were rood, and are as follow : 

“At a meeting of a special Committee held for Kent 
County, on the 16th day of August, Anno Domint 1776, 
present, Thomas Smyth, Chairman, and thiiteen Mem~ 
hers. 

« This Committee being informed that the Reverend Mr, 
John Patterson, of Kent County, had some time past pub- 
lickty spoken words which reflected upon tho Convention 5 
upon which the matter was considered, and 

« Resolved, That summons issua to tha suid Patterson, 
for him to appear before the noxt Committoe to be held 
for the County aforesaid, on Monday, tho 2lst instant; to 
which timo this Committee is adjourned,” 

Monday, tho 21st day of August, the Committee met 
according to adjournment, present, thirty-one Members, 

“Tho Reverond John Patterson el in consé~ 
quence of the summons issued at tho last meeting, and 
heing interrogated with regard to the disrespectful words 
whigh it was alleged he had spoken against the Conven- 
tion, confessed that he had reflected on the Proceedings of 
the Convention, as well thut hold in December last, a8 the 
one held in July last; that the thst had undertaken to prae 
clude persons who wero not members of the Committea, 
from judging of the propriety of their proceedings ; that he 
conceived the said Convention had entered into that resd- 
lution to cover a duplicity of conduct of the Continental 
Congress; that it was depriving mon of their liberty, and 
that he considered himself brought as a criminal, to receiva 
amock trial; that the multitude were deluded; that he 
did not sce why he should not judge upon the Proceedings 
of the Convention, it was a liberty tho people of New- Yorks 
had taken; upon being asked who, in New- Yorke, he pa- 
swered, Doctor Cooper and Doctor Chandler, and said, that 
ho should think it a higher honour to be ranked with those 
gentlemen, than to bave the approbation of this Committe, 
or even the Convention ; that the last Convention liad treat- 
ed James Chrystie in a tyrannical, cruel, and oppressive 
manner, and that there was moie liberty in Turkey than in 
this Piovince; that the Convention had forbid him fiom 

assing any censure on the Congress ; that he had not doiie 
it since, and that if the Committee should forbid him from 
passing any censure on the Convention, he would not, but 
should then confine himsolf to censures on the Commit 
tae. 

“Upon which, it was unanimously voted, That the wholo 
proceedings against said Patterson bo transmitted to the 
Council of Safety for this Province, for thom to take order 
therein. a 

“ A true copy from the Minutes: ii g 

*W, Hate, Clerle Commitigegiy 
ae 

Whereupon, it is Resolved, That the Committess' af - 
servation for Kent County be requested immediately to 
take into custody the Reverend John Pattorigr; and send 
him under a guard of four of the Militiaato this ead 
tion, Be at pot 


TLS 


On motion, That Mr, Robert Buchanan, elected a Dele- 
gate for Kent County, altend bis duty in Convention, on 
Monday next, the 18th of this present month, and that 
the Committee of Observation for that County procure a 
copy of this oider to be served on Mr, Buchanan as soon 
as may be. 

_ The previous question was called for and put, whether 
the above question be now put? Carried in the nogative. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western Shore pay 
to Samuel Chase, or his order, forty Pounds, common money , 
to be accounted for. 

On motion, Resolved, That no Boat or other Vessel 
belonging to this Province, go out of this Province with- 
out license in writing from this Convention, the Council of 
Safety hereafter to be appointed, or from some Committee 
of! Observation, and that the particular place such Bout or 
Vessel shall be designed to go to, shall he expressed in all 
licenses granted by the Gommittees of Observation, And 
if any such Boat or Vessel shall be navigated beyond the 
limits of this Province without such license, or if, alter 
having obtained such license, the skipper theteof shall, 
Without absolute and inevitable necessity, go to, or touch 
at, any place out of this Province, other than that men- 
tioned in such Jicense, or shall carry any person, or letter, 
of which he shall not give previous notice to such Com- 
mittee, or shall bring back any person, or letter, of which 
he shall not give notice (0 some Committee of Observa- 
tion, a3 soon as may bo after his return, such skipper, and 
all other persons accessary to such mishehavjour, may bo 
Sonal by imprisonment; but it is understood that this 

esolution js not to prohibit the crossing Potomack, 
although the Boats or Vessels employed or used therefor 

Should go up the creeks ,or arms of Potomack River 
making into Virginia, or to prohibit passing or repassing 
at the Feiry on Potomack River. 

Qn motion, Resolved, That no Member of this Conven- 
tion depart the House without leave thereof, 


Adjourned till three o’clock. 


Post Meridiem.—Convention met. Mr, Robert Tyler, 
a Member from Prince George’s County, and Mr. Jere- 
miah Jordan, a Member from St. Mary’s County, appear- 
ed and took their seats in the House. 

A Petition from the frontier Inbabitants of Frederick 
County, and 2 Memorial fiom the Magistrates of said 
County, were read the first time, and ordered to lie on the 
table, 

Ordered, That a Commitice be appointed to inquire 
into the truth of the facts set forth in the Memorial from 
Frederick County Court, and the Petition of the frontier 
Tnhabjtants of said County, and report the samo to the 
‘Convention ; and Mr. Smallwood, Mr. Jeremiah ZT’. Ohase, 
Mr. John Allon Thomas, Mr. Chamberlaine, and Mr. James 
Tilghman, were elected by ballot a Commitee for that 
purpose. 

Mr, Sim appeared in the House, 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half aftor 
nine o’clock, 
- : " ‘ Wodnoaday, Docomber 13, 1775, 

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday, 
except. Mr. Alexander, ‘The Proceedings of yesterday 
‘were rend. : 

Mr, John Stull, a Member for the Upper District of 
Frederitk County, and Mr. Henry Hooper, a Member 
for Dorchester County, appeared and took their seats in 
the House. 

A otion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 
to devise the best ways and means to promote the manu- 
facture of Sultpetre; and Mr. Carroll of Carrollton, My, 
Thomas Johnson, Mr, Bishop, Mr. Ramsey, and Mr. Gil- 
pin, were elected by ballot a Committee for that purpose. 

A Letter ftom the Conmittea of Observation for So- 
merset County, to the Eastern Shore branch of the Council 
of Safety, dated 2lst November, 1775, was read, 

Resolved, That this Convention doth approve the con- 
duct of the Committee of Observation for nist Coun- 
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ty in raising the Company of Men montioned in tho said 
Letter. : 

Resolved, That this Province will discharge the Pay, 
according to the rates allowed by the Jast Convention to 
Militia in actual service, of the said Company, and also 
the reasonable expenses of subsistence fram the time of 
their entering into actual servic, till the further order of 
this Convention. 

Resolved, That tho said Company of Men be subject 
to the ordeis of tho said Committee, who shall provide for 
their pay and subsistence. P 

Resolved, That the Treasuror of the astern Shore pa 
to the said Committee six hundred Dollais on account, 
and that such part thereof as may be necessary be ex- 
pended by them for the purposes aloresnid. 

Ordered, That the Clerk muke out and qansmit a copy 
of the above Resolutions to the Committee of Somerset 
County. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be a Com: 
mittee to examine the Accounts of the Treasurers of the 
Eastern and fVestern Shores, and 1eport the state of the 
same. 

On motion, Resolved, That 2 Committee _be appointed 
to examine and report the Returns by the Commitices of 
Observation, of persons in the several Counties of thi 
Province, who haye subscribed, or refused or neglected to 
subscribe, tho Association directed by the last Convention ; 
and Mr. Wright, Mr. Chamberlaine, and Mr. Tolley, were 
elected by ballot a Committee for ihat purpose. 


Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to examine 
and report the Returns by the Committees of Observation 
of the Companies of Artillery, Minute and Militia-Men, 
enrolled or formed into Battalions, and of the porsons who 
have not enrolled themselves either as Minute, or Artillery~ 
Men, or in the Militia, according to the directions of tbe 
last Convention ; and Mr. Mackall, Mr, Nicholson, and 
Mr, James Tilghman, were elected by ballot a Committee 
for that purpose. 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to examine 
and report the quantity of Arms and Ammunition belong- 
ing to this Province, and the state and condition of such 
Arms and Ammunition and Mr, Ware, Mr. Beatty, and 
Mr, Hooper, were elected by ballot a Committee for that 
purpose. r 

Ordered, That Association Payfers be immediately trans~ 
mitted to Kent Island, to be subscribed by tho Fieemen of 
that Island, and that the Delegates of Quecn Anne’s 
County transmit the same, 

Adjourned till three o’clool, 

Post Meridiem,.—Conyention met. Myr. William Envy 
malls, 2 Member for Dorchester County, Mr. Nathaniel 
Potter and Mr, Henry Dickinson, Mombers for Coraline, 
County, and Mr. Peter Chaille and Mr. John Done, Mem- 
bers for /Voreester County, appeared and took their seats 
in the House. Mr, Waters and Mr, Landy have leave of 
absence. 5 

The Convention being informed that there are a num. 
ber of Cannon and Shot at Fort Cumberland, Oldtown, 
and Fort Fredertee; and, also, a number of Small Arms 
at id Baker’s, in Frederick County, belonging to the 

ublick, a 
F Resolved, That the Committee for inquiring into the 
state of Arms and Ammunition, agree with some person 
orrpersons for the cartiage,of such of the said Cannon as 
ave ft for use, and Shot, to Balt¢more town, and for the 
collection of as well the said Small Arms, ua any other 
Small Arms in Frederick County, belonging to the pub- 
lick, and conveying them to Fredericktown, to be there‘ 
repfired and put in order, 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 


_ 


Thursday, Decamber 14, 1775, 


Convention met. All Members present ag on yésterday 

except Mr. Waters and Mr, Handy, The Proceedings of ' 

yesterday were read, : 
* rag 
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A Memorial ftom Alevander McFadon, of Frederick 
County, was read the first time, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

My. Benjamin Rumsey, a Member for Harford County, 
appeared and took his seat in the House, 

Tho Convention having received information, that Zze- 
Iriel Hunter, of Caroline County, had by bis conduct broke 
up a Company of Militia of that County, and refused to 
submit to, and abide by the determination of the said Com- 
mittee upon his conduct, and had brought with him to the 
Committes an armed force to oppose the determination of 
the said Committee, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Observation for Caro- 
Tine County, be empowered immediately to take into cus- 
tody the said Ezekiel Hunter, and examine into his conduct, 
and either confine him in the Jail of their County, or send 
him under a sufficient guard with the charge against him, 
to this Cofvention, or acquit and discharge him, gs the 
Committee shall think proper. 

Ordered, That the Clerk make out and tiansmit a copy 
of the above Resolution to tho Committce of Caroline 
County. 

Mr. Mason has Jeave of absence, 

It ap earing to this Convention by sundry Depositions, 
that Milliam Bartlett Lownsend, of Worcester County, had 
Jef, this Province with inimical designs against the samo, 
and that the said AAlliam Bartlett Townsend, had carried 
sundry inhabitants of this Province to join Lord Dunmore, 
who is now carrying on hostilities against the Colony of 
Virginia, and has committed depredations upon the pro- 
‘perty of some of the inhabitants of this Province; and 
ibis Convention being also informed, that the Commitico 
of Observation for Worctater County, had fixed a guad 
upon the Estate of the said Filliam Barilett Townsent, 
as well to save the same from waste, as to prevent the said 
William Bartlett Townsend carrying the Negroes thereon 
to join him with Lord Dunmore; and application having 
been made by Bartleté Townsend, son of the said William 
Bartlett Townsend, to take the management of the said 
Estate into his passession, to secure the same against waste, 
and to prevent the Negroes thereon being removed, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committee 
of Observation for Worcester County aforesaid, to commit 
the said Estate to the said Bartlett Townsend, taking bond 
with sufficient security, for his taking cars of, managing, 
and securing the said Estate, and every part thereof, first 
having the same inventoried and appraised, and to be aa- 
countable for tho same; and to take such measures as shall 
be necessary (o prevent tha Negrocs on the said Estate 
being carried out of this Province, or removed to any place 
where they may be liable to be taken out of this Province, 
and to return and deliver up the said Estate, and every 
part thereof, as soon as the said William Bartlett Town- 
send shall surrender himself to the Committee of Worcester 
County, to take his trial boforo the Convention, if sitting, 
or the Council of Safety hereafter to be appointed, 

Ordered, That the Clerk make out and transmit a copy 
of the above Resolution to the Committee of Observation 
for Worcester Countyw a 

Mr. Robert Buchanan, a Member for Kent County, ap- 
peared and took his seat in the [ouse. ; 

"A Petition from sundry Inhabitants of Baltimore County, 
relative to the election of Committee-men and Delegates 
for. said County, being read, 

+ Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration on 
Wednesday next. 


* ° s 
o Adjourned till three o’clock. 


Ht ht arom) 

Bost Meridiem.—-Convention met. 

The Proceadings of the Committee of Kent County were 
read to Mr. Robert Buchanan in his place, and the stid 
Robert Buchanan heard thereon; upon which Mr. Bue 
chanan confessed that he had refused to enroll according 
to the Resolution of the last Convention, and that in con- 
sequence of his reasons, fourteen others had also refused ; 
and declared, he having conceived himself not well treated 
by the said Committee, at the time the sajd proceedin 
passed, was rather short in his answers:to them, and di 
not give the Committee that satisfaction respecting bis con-" 
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duct, in the subject by the said Proceedings referred to, 03 
was in his power, or as he would have done, had he not 
apeienelet himself ill teated by the Committee. Mr. 
Buchanan then withdrew, and the Convention having con- 
sideted the said Proceedings and conduct of the said Robert 
Buchanan, ' 

Resolved, That the Proceedings of the Committee of 
Kent County respecting Mi. Buchanan, are approved by 
this Convention: And that Mr. Presiden, from the shair, 
signify to the said Robert Buchanan, in his place, that this 
Convention censures the conduct of the said Rebert Bu- 
chanan, in having refused to enroll in the Militia, on the 
terms directed by the last Convention, and in haying en- 
couraged others to imitate his example; thereby setting up 
his own judgment in opposition to the determinations of that 
Convention, and that the said Redert Buchanan be ins 
formed by Mr. President, that he and those who disap- 
pioved the scheme adopted by the same Convention, for 
regulating the Militia, ought to have applied to the next 
Convention for such alterations as they thought necessary; 
that such applications would have been duly considered 
and anended to; but that the snid Robert Buchanan ought, 
in the mean time, to have acquiesced in the regulations 
agreed to in Convention by the Representative body of the 
Province. 

Ordered, also, That Mr, President signify to Mr. Bu- 
chanan, that this Convention highly disapprove his gon- 
duct and behaviour befoie tho Committee, respecting the 
charge exhibited against him, which the said Committee 
were bound by their duty to examine into and proceed on, 

Mr. Sudler has leave of absence till Monday next. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Kent County deliver 
to Mr. Sud/er, out of the publick Arms in their possession, 
one hundred Fite-locks, forty Bayonets, two hundred 
pounds of Powder, and all the Cutlasses. 


The Order of the Day for taking into consideration tha 
state of the Province, being rend, 

Ordered, That the same be roferred for further consi- 
detation till to-moirow, 


Mr, Allein has Jeave of absence. 


Convention adjouins till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o’clock. 


— 


Friday, Dooombor 15, 1775, 
Convention met, All Members presont as on yostardgy, 
excopt Mr, Mason and Mr, Allein. , 
The Proceedings of yesterday were read. f 


James Hollyday, Esquire, 1 Member for Queen Anne!s 
County, and Mr. Thomas Bond, a Member for Larford 
County, appeared and took their soats in the Flouse. 

Upon reading the Proceedings of the Committee of 
Ame Arundel County against Robert Davis, he appeared 
and, presented, a Memorial, which was read and considered, 
and, theioupon, Mr. President was directed to inform Mr. 
Davis, that it was his duty to attend the Committee, when 
requested, and to subscribe the Association when offered to 
him; that this Convention highly disapproves his inde~ 
cent conduct and behaviour to the gentlemen ordpréd By 
the Committee of Anne Arundel County to compel hie 
attendance before them, but, in consideration of his sub- 
mission and sorrow for his offence, have ordered him to be 
discharged. 

Ordered, That Robert Davis's Memorial, with a copy 
of the above Resolve, be sent to the Committee of Annet 
Arundel County. 

Adjourned till three o’clack. 

Post Meridiem.—Convontion met. 

Mr. Jostas Beall, a Member for Prince George's, ap- 
peared and took his seat in the Tlouse. a 

Mr, Bond has leave of absence, re 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed,” 
to draw the form of Commissions for the Officers of the > 
Militia of this Province. eee 

And Mr, Thomas Johnson, Mt, Hollyday,: iad "Mt 
Wright, were elected by ballot a Committen for sigh pir 
pose. bas Bey 
Mr. Nicholson has Seave of absence Ail!’ Monday nexi. 


x 
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Resolved, That if the assistance of the Militia of Somer- 
set and Worcester Counties, or either of them, should be 
needed and requested by the Committee of Accomack or 
Northampion County, this Convention is desirous such 
assistance should be given; and this Province will pay and 
subsist the Militia in that service. 

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
state of the Province, was read and considered : 

Ordered, That the same be referred for further conside- 
ration until to-morrow. 

Convention adjourns till to-morow marning, half afer 
nine o’clock. 


Saturday, Decombor 16, 1775. 

Convention met. All Members present as on yester- 
day, except Mr. Nicholson and Mr. Bond, The Proceed- 
ings of yesterday were read. 

Mr, Sim has leave of absence. 

Upon reading the Proposals of Jacob Myer, of Frede- 
rick County, for building a Powder-Mill, 

Oiderad That the same be referred to the Committeo 
for devising the best ways and means to promote the ma- 
nufacture of Saltpetre. 

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration tho 
state of the Province, was read and considered, and after 
somo time spent in debate thereon, 

Resolved, That this Convention will, in the afternoon, 
resolve itsolf isto a Committee of the Whole House to 
considox the same. 

Adjourned till three o’closk, 

Post Meridiem—Convention met. 

Mr, Ganit has leave of absence, 

Asune Atkinson, necording to order, being brought be- 
fore the Convention in custody of Captain J¥illiam Hyde, 
the Proceedings of the Hastern Shore branch of the Coun- 
cil of Safety, respecting the said Ssaac Atkinson, wore rend; 
and he was informed by Mr. President, that the Conven« 
tion would hear any thing which he had ta say in mitiga- 
tion of his offence; the said Isaac Adkinson decldred, he 
Mover meant to injure America, his native country, and 
‘Was extremely sorry for what he had done; that he was 
ready and villing to make any concessions and atonement 
to his country, which were in his power, and this Conven- 
tion thought necessary ; that he was willing to give secu- 
rity for his good behaviour in future; whereupon, it js 

Resolved, That tho President reprimand the said Jsaac 
Aikinson for the offence of which he stands condemned ; 
and that the said Isaac Atsinson be informed by the Pre- 
sident, jhat this Convention views him as a man guilty of 
a otiine of q heinous nature against this country, which was 
and is entitled to his aid and assistance : but that this Con- 
yention, considering the penitence and contrition of the said 
Isaac Aifcinson, and that a numerous family must suffer by 
4 continugnce of his imprisonment, had thought proper to 
mitigate, his punishment. 

Resolved, That the said Isaac Atkinson bo, discharged 
from confinement, first having given bond with good secu- 
rity, payable to the President, in the sum of one thousand 


- Pounds, currency, for his future good behaviour; and for 


the payment of such reasonable expenses as shajl be ad- 
Judged by the Convention to have been incurred in guard- 
ipg and confining him, ' 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention are due 
to the Committee of Somerset County, and to all: those 
patriotick and spirited fiends of Worcester and Somerset 
Counties, who were active in arresting and securing the 
said Isaae Atkinson, and quelling that dangerous spirit 
which was discovered by the said Isaac Atkinson, and 
others, wha joined in inimical designs against this coun- 
try. : 

Ordered, That the said Jsaae Affeinson be continued in 
custody, till ho give the seoutily above-mentioned. 

Ordered, That four man of Captain, Hyde's Company 
guard the said Isaac Atkinson, 

The Convention resolyed itself into a Committea of 
: y the 
tiara Charles. Carroll, Esquire, Barrister, in the 
chair, 

LAfter having spent some time iniconsidering the state 
we. 
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of the Proyince, Mr, President resumed tho chair, and 
Mr. Carroll reported, that the Commnittco, according to 
order, had taken under their consideration the state of the 
Province, but not being able to go through the same, had 
directed him to mova for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, on Monday noxt, 
resolve itself into the snid Committes. : 

Convention adjourng till Monday morning, half alter nine 
o'clock. 


Monday, Dacombor 18, 1775. 


Convention met. All Members present as on Satur- 
day, oxcopt Mr. Gantt, My. Sim, and Mr, Sudler, The 
Proceedings of Saturday were read, 

Mr. William Baird, 2 Member for the Upper District 
of Frederick County, appeared and took bis seat in the 
House. : - 

The Petition of Lhomas Me Cobb, of Lincoln County, 
in the Colony of Massachuseits-Bay, was read tho first 
time, and ordered to lie on the table, 

The Reverend Mr, Patterson, according io order, was 
brought before the Convention in custody of a guard of 
four of the Militia of Captain Johnson’s Company. The 
Procoedings of the Commitice of Keni County, respecting 
the conduct and behaviour of the said Rev. Mr. Patterson, 
were read; and he was informed by Mr. President, that 
the Convention would hear any thing he had to offer in 
his defence. My, Patierson was then heard, and ordered 
to withdraw. 

Ordered, That he attend in the afternoon, at three 
clock. 

Adjourned till three o'clock, 

Post Meridiem.—Convention met, and took Mr. Pat- 
terson’s case into consideration, and, thereupon, 

Resolved, Vhat Mr. Paterson be informed by the Pre- 
sidont, that it is not the intention of this Convention to pre- 
clude the inhabitants of this Province from judging of their 
Proceedings with decency and temper; but that those who 
appreliend any defect therein, ought to apply for such al- 
terations and amendments, as may be thought proper nnd 
necessary ; and such applications will always be attended 
to and duly consideved. And, in the mean time, this Con- 
vention expectg an acquiescence in such mensures as ma’ 
be thought necessary for the safpty of the country, until 
the same are reconsidered by the Hepsarcntive body of 
the people. That the expressions and declarations made 
use of by the said Mr. Patterson, were highly indecent 
and intemperate, for which, and for his disrespectful con 
duet to the Committee of Kent County, he doservos tha 
censure of this Convention. hat the President do agcord= 
ingly censtre Mr, Patterson for tho indecency and jntem- 
pelance of his expressions and declarations, reflecting upon 
the Proceedings of the Conventions of this Province, avd 
for his disrespectfil conduct to tha Committee of Kent 
County, and caution him against such behaviour in folure. 

That, in consideration of My, Patterson’s declaration aud 
resolution, that he will not do any act to oppose or impede 
mensures which have been and aré thought necessary for 
the preservation of American liberty, and upon his ac- 
knowledging, before this Convention, the impropriety of his 
rash and imprudent behaviour before the said Committee, 
and paying the expenses incurred in bringing hiny to the: 
Convention, he be discharged. ) . 

Resolved, That this Convention do highly approve. the 
egnduct of the Committee of Kent County, in: calling to 
account the Rey. My, Patterson, for having spoken disre- 
spectlully of the proceedings of the Conventions of this 
Province, in terms which cannot be justified by an indivi. 
dual in opposition to the Representative body thereof, 

Ordered, That the Committes of Observation for Fre. 
derick County, immediately send in two wagons, unday 
the guard of four of their Militia and an Officer, 10 Balti. 
more, town, three thousand pounds of Gunpowder, to the, 
care of Mr. William Lue of that town. , 

A Letter, from the Committee of Baltimore County, 
was read, 4 

Ordered, That the same be roforred to a Committee of: 
the Whole House. 0 
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The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
state of the Province, was read. 

Ordered, That the same be referrod for consideration 
till to-morrow. 

The Convention adjourns till to-monow morning, half 
after nine o'clock. 


Tuosday, Docomber 19, 1775, 

Convention met. All Members present as on yester- 
day, ‘The Proceedings of yesterday were read. 

The Petition of Abraham Jarret and Robert Terris, 
Captains of Companies of Minute-Men in /Zarford County, 
was read the first tine, and ordered to lie on the table, 

On motion, that the Proceedings of the Eastern Shore 
branch of the Council of Safety, together with the Depo- 
sitions therewith sent, relative to Benjamin Shockley, be 
read 3 the same were tead accordingly. Thereupon, it is 

Ordered, That the Committee of Worcester County or- 
der Benjamin Shockley before them, and reprimand him, 
and upon his malting proper concessions, that he be dis- 
charged. 

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
state of the Province, was read. 

The Convention resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House to consider the same, Mr. Carroll in the 
chair. 

After some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed 
the chair, and Mr, Carroll repoited, thut the Committee, 
according to order, had under their consideration the state 
of (he Province, but not being able to go through tha same, 
had directed him to move for leave to sit again. ; 

Resolved, ‘That the samo be reforced for further consi- 
deration till to-morrow, 

My. TPright has leavo of absence, 

Mr, John Duckett was appointed Clerk Assistant to the 
Convention. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Committee of Clalms 
estiinate and yeport a proper allowance to a Guard, for tho 
seourity of Prisoners or Offenders. 

: A Potition, from sundry Inhabitants of LZanford County, 
was read the first ime, and ordered to lic on the table. 

Convention adjourns till to-mériow morning, half afer 
nine o’ejovk. * 

' e — 
pe Worlneaday, Docombor 20, 1775, 

Convention met. All Members present as on yester- 
day. Mr. Sim and Mr, Ganit appeared in the Mouse, 
The Proceedings of yesteiday were read, 

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
Petition from Baltimore County, which was referred on 
Thursday last to this day, being read, tho same was con- 
sidered, and, thereupon, it is . 

Resolved, unanimously, That Robert Alevander, Benja- 
min Nicholson, John Moale, IPulter Lolley, Jun., and Jere- 
miah T. Chase, rowed Delegates for Baltimore County, 
aio duly elected, 

‘Tho Petition of Stmuel Dorsey, of Anne Arundel 
County, was yoad the first time, and ordered to lie on the 
table. , 

Tho Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
state of tho Province, beibg road, 

» Ordered, ‘That the same be referred for further con- 
sideration till to-morrow, ‘ 
“Convention adjoutns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o’clock, 


Thursday, Decombor 21, 1775, 

Convention’ met. All Members present ag on yester- 
day, except Mr, Wright, Tho Proceodings of yesterdhy 
were read. 

A Latter and Deposition af Thomas Hannond, and the 
Memorial of FPattiam IWheteroft, weve vead the first time, 
and ordered to lie an the table. 

Mr. Mason appeared in the House. : 


Edward Davjs was brought before tha Convention ott 
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Ordered, That the said Edward Davis be committed 
to the custody of Mr. William Cayten, wnti) the farther 
order of this Convention; and that the Tieasurer of tho 
Western Shore pay the said William Cayten for his trouble 
and expense, duiing the confinement of the seid Davis, 
three Shillings and six Pence, common money, per day. 

Adjourned till three o’clock. 

Post Meridicm.—Convention met. Mr, Sudler appeared 
in the House, 

A Letter from the Committee of Kent County, dated 
December 20, 1775, was read the first time, and ordered 
to lic on the table. 

Mr, Done has leave of absence. 


On motion, Resolved, That the sum of fomteen Shil- 
lings, currency, per day, and reasonable itinerant charges, 
be allowed to ench Member attending this Convention, 

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
state of the Piovinee, being read, tho Convention resolved 
iwelf into a Committee of the Whole Mouse to consider 
of the same, Mr. Carrolé in the chair. 

Afler sorae time spent therein, Mr. President resumed 
the chair, Mr, Carrodl repoited, that the Committee, ac- 
carding to order, bad undar their consideration the state of 
the Province, but not being able to go through iho same, 
had divested him to move for leave to sit again, 

Resolved, That this Convontion will, (o-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole House to consider 
of the same, 

On motion, Resolved, That if any Member of this Con- 
vention depart the fouse without leave theicof, such Mem- 
ber shall forfeit his nllowance for attendanee. 

Mr, Somerville has leavo of absence. 


The Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half 
afior nine o'clock. 


Friday, Dacombot 82, 1778, 

Convention met, All Members present as on yesterday, 
except Mr, Somerville and Mr. Done. ‘Phe Proceedings 
of yesterday were tead, 

Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Girigith have lonve of absence, 

A Memorial fiom Baltimore County Count, together 
with several Depositions therewith sent, were read the frat 
time, and ordered to lie on the table, : 

Mr, John Duckett being unable, through sickness, to at~ 
tend as Clerk Assistant to the Convention, Mr. John Oats 
lahan was appointed in his stead, : 

Ordered, ‘That Mr. John Callahan qualify ttimself as 
such, by taking the oath of office and secrecy, as before di- 
rected to bo taken by the Clerk, : 

Certificate of the qualification of the said Callahan was 
protluced and filed, 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committes be appointed 
to consider and report the most effectual method of estab+ 
lishing a Gun-Loak Manufactory, and’ the expense thereols 
and Mv. Zhomas Johnson, My, Sudlor, and My. Beatty, 
were elected by ballot a Committee for that purpose, 

The Order of tho Day, for taking into consideration the 
state of the Province, being read, 

Ordered, That the samo be referred for further consis 
deyation till to-morrow, , 

Mr. Lawhkins has leave of absence. ‘ pay 

Ganvention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half ‘dfter 
nine o’clock, : 


Saturday, Dacombar 23, 1775, 

Convention met. All Mersbers present, as on yester- 
day, except Mr, @rigith and Mr, Hawkins, ‘The Pros? 
ceedings of yesterday were read. Mr. Aloale hing leave of 
absence till Donday next. Mr. Edmonson has leayot 6{* 
absence for a fow days, 6 this 

The Petition of Edward Parker, of Cetil Cony ti 
tive to the establishing of a Tuinen and Woolli’ hig 
tory, was read the frst time, and ondertd 10148 % “hg 
table. BK? ore: 


suspicion of attempting to conyey intelligence to Lord.+ On motion, Resofied, ‘That a Corimitted: be dppbinted 


‘Dunmore, and examined: 
Fourru Surizs.—Vot. tv. 
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to receive all Proposals relating’ to ‘the’ establishment of 
gia 
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Manufaotories of any kind within this Province, and report 
their opinion thereon; and Mr. @ilpin, Me. Lwing, Mr. 
Ruasey, Mr. Ramsey, and Mr. Earle, were elected by 
ballot a Committee for that purpose. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Deputies for this Pro- 
vince attending in Congress, are instructed, that it is the 
sense of this Convention, that all India Teas imported 
into this Continent before the first day of March last, 
niay be sold und used without ony prejudice to the cause 
of America, and that they endeavour to procure the same 
to be permitted by the Congress, not taking into such per- 
mission any Teas imported for, or on account of, the Eng- 
lish East-India Company, cr imported fiom Great Bre- 
tain contrary to the Continental Association, if any such 
there be. 

Adjourned till three o’clack. 
~ = 

Post Meridiem. Convention met. 

The Petition of sundry Inhabitants of the three lower 
Counties, Newcastle, Kent, and Sussex, on Delaware, pray- 
ing that Richard Ellis, of Cect? County, may be continued 
their Captain, was read a first and second time and grant- 
ed 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 
to consider what alterations and amendments are necessary 
in the regulation of the Militia of this Province, and re- 

ort their opinion thereon ; and Mr, Smallwood, Mr. Ware, 
hi. Thomas Johnson, Mr. James Tilghman, and Mr, Hloop- 
er, were elected by ballot n Commitiee for that purpose. 

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
state of the Province, being read, 

Ordered, That the sdme be referred for further const- 
deration till Tuesday next. 


Mr. Elooe has leave of absence, 
; Convention adjourns till Tuesday morning, half after nine 
o’clock, 


Tucsday, Docombor 26, 1775, 
* Convention met. All Members present, as on Saturday, 
‘except Mr. Moale, Mr, Edmonson, Mr. Looe, Mr, Sim, 
“Mr, Smith, Mr, Contee, and Mr. Tolley, 

The Proceedings of Saturday were read, 

Mr. Johnson brings in, and delivers to Mr, President, a 
Report from the Committee appointed to devise the best 
ways and means to promote the manufacture of Saltpetre, 
which was read the first time, aud ordered to lie on the 
table, 

Tho Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
state of the Provinces, boing read, 

Ordered, That the same bo referred for further consj- 
deration till to-morrow. 


_ Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o’olock, 


Wednesday, Docombor 27, 1775. 
4 Convention met. “All Members presont, as on yester- 
ay. 
+ The Proceedings of yesterday wero read. Mr. Contee 
and Mr. Mocle appeared in the House. 

The Petition of Patrick Graham, of Charlos County, 
praying a remission of the judgment pronounced against 
him,by the last Convention, was read the first time, and 
ardered ta lis on the table. 


‘The Convention proceeded to take into their considera- 
tion the Report from the Committee appointed to devise 
the best ways and means to promote the manufacture of 
Saltpetra, and, thereupon, 
+. Resolved, That a small Saltpetre Work be erected ata 
prineipal Inspecting House, or in the neighbourhood of To- 
bacco Houses, cr in Some other publick and convenient 
plage, in each County, at the publick expense, for the 
making Crude Nitros that thus, besides the advantage im- 
mediately accruing ftom catying on so many Works, in 
different parts of the Province, the good people thereof 
may be generally instructed in the art of making Crude 
Nitre ; and as a further inducement thereto, and that this 
art may be still more extensively diffused and practised, 
that a liberal price ought to be allowed for all Crude Nitre 
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manufactured in private families; that all the Crada Nitro, 
whether made by individuals or at the County Manufacto- 
ries, be carried to one Refinery, where tho same may be 
purified by a skilful Refiner, in large quantities, without 
waste, and made fit for manufacturing into Gunpowder. 

That seventeen hundred Pounds, common money, be ap- 
propriated, one hundred pounds wheieof to be placed in the 
hands of a discreet and active person in the Lower Disirict, 
and one bundred pounds in the bands of a discreet and active 
person in the Middle Disuict of Frederick County; and the 
residue thereof, one hundied pounds for cach other Coun- 
ty, to be placed in the hands of a discreet and active per- 
son in each County, who shall be catted a Supervisor; and 
that so much of the said one hundied pounds as may be 
necessary, shall be Inid out by the said Supervisor in pur- 
chasing, procuring, and setting up proper kettles, tubs, and 
other necessary utensils and conveniences, for manufactu- 
ring rough Nite, at some such pldce as aforesaid, in_ his 
County ; aud, also, in erecting a rough shed convenient 
thereto, under which the eath, from which the Jey shall 
have been drawn, may be placed, that the same may bo- 
come again impregnated with Nitre. 

That each of the said Supervisors be empowerad to lay 
out the residue of his one hundred pounds, in hiring la. 
bourers to assist a skilful workman, who shall be employed 
in each of the said Works, and in procuring and xemoying 
earth impregnated with Nitre, fit to bo used at tho said 
Works, ‘ 

That the Supervisor of exch of the said Works employ 
a skilful workman to carry on, direct, and manage the prow 
cess of making Crude Nitre at the said Works, respectively; 
and that the sane Supervisor pay to the said workman one 
shilling, common money, for each pound of good Crude 
Nitre that he shall manufacture and deliver at the same 
Works, as his wages and roward for his skill and labour. 

That the said workman show and explain to those who 
will attend the Work, and may be desirous of instruction, 
the method and process of making Crade Nitre. 

That each Supervisor pay to any person who shall de- 
liver to him good Crude Nitre, manulactured at any place 
within his County, otber than the said Publick Work, for 
the use of the publick, after the rate of two shillings, com- 
mon money, for every pound thereof, 

That as soon as a contract shall be made for building a 
Powder Mill, pursuant to the Resolution of the late Con- 
vention, a Publick Work bo erected convenient thereto, 
under the management of a skilful peison, for purifying 
Nitre. And tha seveal Supervisors shall, from time to 
time, send all the Crude Nitre which shall be made at the 
said Works, and otherwise como to theit hands, as aforer 
snid, to tho said Publick Refinery, 

That each Supervisor draw from the Treasurer of hia 
Shore, as well the suid one hundred pounds, as the sum of 
two shillings, common money, and Ho more, per pound, for 
all Crude Nitre by him sent to, and delivered at, the said 
Refinory, 

That each of the said Supervisors render an account of 
his transactions to every Convention, by the third day of 
evory session thereof; and that, on such account, he be 
allowed all the sald disbursements, the actual expenses of 
sending the Cyude Nitre to the Refinery, and, for his trou- 
ble, the sum of two pence for every pound of rough Nitre 
made at the Works under his cae, and the sum of one 

enny for every other pound of Crude Nitre by him ole 
ected, as aforesaid, and sent to the said Refinery ; «and 
that he pay the balance of the money in his hands into 
the publick Treasury, for the use of the publick, if so 
ordered, . 

That it be strongly regommended to such of the good 
people of this Province, whose circumstances and conye- 
niences will allow them to pursue the following directions, 
tonplace in open houses, or sheds admitting the air, but ex« 
eluding the rain and sun, the stalks and trashy leaves of 
tobacco, trodden straw, the sweepings of stables, mixed 
with rich mould, collected from the Moors of barns and out- 
houses, and from time to time to sprinkle with nrino, brine, 
ar water, this collection of various substances, so as to oc= 
casion the fermentation and speedy putrefaetion’ thereof, 
that the whole mass, when perfectly rotten and digested; 
may be dug, stirred up, and thoroughly blended, and this 
left, without farther damping, so loosd ‘and light as ‘fo at! 
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tract more readily, and be more plentifully impregnated 
with Nitre, for future use. 

Mr, Jeremiah Jordan was appointed Supervisor for St. 
Mary's County; Mr, Thomas Sernes for Charles County; 
Dr, Edward Johnson for Calvert County; Mr. Richard 
Richardson for Anne Arundel County; Mr. Daniel Clark 
for Prince George's County; Mr. Thomas Iichardson lor 
the Lower District, and Mr. Charles Beatty for tha Middle 
District of Frederick County; Dr. Charles I’, Weisenthall 
for Baltimore County; Mc. Amos Garrett for Harford 
County; Mr. envy Hollingsworth for Cecil County; Dr. 
John Scott for Keut County; Mr. William Hemsley for 
Queen Anne’s County; Mr. James Benson for Talbot 
County; Mr. Thomas Ennals, B, W., for_ Dorchester 
County; Mr. Joshua Clark for Caroline County; Mr. 
George Day Scott for Somerset County; and Mr. Joshua 
Lownsend for Woreesfer County. 

That upoh the death or refusal of any Supervisor, the 
Committee of Observation for the County where such 
death or refusal shall happen, are required immediately to 
nominate and appoint some other discreet and active per~ 
son in his place, 

Mr, Beatty brings in, and delivers to Mr. President, a 
Report from the Committee appointed to consider and re- 
port the most effectual method of establishing a Gun-Look 
Manufactory, and the expense thereof, which was read 
the first time and ordered to lie on the table. 


Adjourned till three o’clock, 


Post Meridiem, Convention met, 


peared in the House. 

The Petition of Patrick Graham, of Charles County, 
was read a second time and granted. 

My. Johnson brings in, and delivers to Mr, President, tho 
form of a Commission for the Officers of the Militia of this 
Province; which was read a first and second time and 
agreed to, and is as follows: 

The Delegates of the Freemen of Maryland, in Conven- 
tion, to... +. ..1 We, reposing especial trust and 
confidence in your fidelity, courage, good contuct, and at- 
tachment to the liberties of America, do, by these presents, 
constitute and appoint you to he ....... You are, 
therefore, carefully and diligently to dischayge the trust ro~ 
posed in you, by discipliping all oflicers and ealdlere under 
your command ; and we do, hereby, stric(ly enjoin and re- 
quire them to obay you as their, ...... And you 
are to observe and follow all such ordeis and directions as 
you shall, from time to timo, receive trom this or a future 
Convention, or from the Council of Safety of Maryland, 
for the time being, according to the rules and regulations 
established by this or a future Convention. ‘This Commis- 
sion to be in foice until revoked by this or some future Con- 
vention of the Delegates of the I'rcemen of Maryland, or 
by the Council of Safety of Maryland, for tho time boing, 
according to the powers and authorities in such Council of 
Safety to be hereafter vested by such Convention, 

Given»... this. ., day of... . Anno Domini 
WwW. oi 

: By order of the Convention: 
Marruxw Tineunan, President, 


Ordered, That twenty-five hundred copies thereof bo 
immediately printed. 
.. Mr. Chambertaine brings in, and delivers to Mr, Presi- 
dent, a Report from the Committee appotuted to examine 
into the facts contained in the Memorial preferred by tl 
Justices of Frederick County, which was read the first 
time, and‘ordered to lie on the table. 


‘The Convention took into consideration the Report from 
the Committee appointed to consider and report the mest 
effectual method ofvestablishing a Gun-Lock Manufactory, 
and the expense thereof; and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That » Gun-Lock Mantituciory be established 
in Fredericktown, in Frederick County, or jn the neigh- 
bourhood thereof, That twelve hundred Pounds, common 
money, be appropriated for erecting and carrying on the 
said Manufactory, and be subject to be drawn out and ap- 
plied for that purpose by three Commissioners, who shall, 
over and above, have power to*draw out of the publick 


Mr. Tolley ap- 
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Treasury any sum of money, not excscding one dollar, for 
every good Musket-lock made at the said Manuluetory, and 
delivered pursuant to the orders of the Convention, or 
Council of Safety, in tho recess of the Convention. 

Resolved, That Mr. Charles Beatty, Mr. James John- 
son, and Mr, John Hanson, Jun., or any two of them, be 
Commissioners for the above purpose. 

Resolved, That the said Commissioners, or any two of 
them, be directed to purchase ground, not exceeding one 
half acre, in or near Fredericktown, sufficient for erecting 
shops for the said Manufactory, which giownd is to be con+ 
veyed to the said Commissioners for the use of this Pio- 
vince ; and that the said Commissioners, or any two of them, 
draw on the Treasury of the [estern Shove for the price 
of the said ground, in the purchase of which, and in the 
buildings, it is recommended to the said Commissioneis to 
be as frugal of the publicl money as mny be. 


The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
state of the Province, being read, 

Ordered, That the same be referred for further consi~ 
doyation till to-morrow. . 

Convention adjouins till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o’clock. 


‘Thuradvy, Docombor 26, 1775, 


Convention met, All Members present, as on yester- 
day. The Proceedings of yesterday were road, My. Smith 
appeared in tho Touse. 

Mr. James Tilghman brings in, and delivets to Mr. Pro» 
sident, 2 Report from the Committee appointed to cansi« 
der what alterations and amendments are necessary in the 
regulation of tho Mihtia of this Province, which was read 
tho first time, and ordered to fie on the table, 

On motion, Resolved, Chat the Council of Safety to ba 
appointed by this Convention, be empowered to advance, on 
loan for two yoars, without interest, on bond with good se« 
euity, any part of tho ono thousand Pounds appropriated b 
the Inst Convention, for erecting and working a Daede Mil 
to such person, or persons, as will undertake, and give gootl 
secuity, for erecting and working the same; such person 
or persons undertaking that such Mill shall be capable of 
manufgeturing at least eight huadred pounds of Gunpow- 
der per woek, and that the Salipetre which may belong to 
the publick, shall be there manufactured into Gunpowder, 
for a just and reasonable price; the same Powder Mill to 
be erected within fourteen, and not less than six wiles from 
Baltimore town, 

Upon reading a second timo the Memorial and 
tions from Baltimore County Court, 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to consider 
of the truth of tho facts therein set forth, and report thete 
opinion thereon; and Mr, Nicholson, Mr. Hollyday, Mr, 
Tames Tilghman, Mr, Rumsey, and Mr. Zhomas John- 
son, were clected by ballot a Committee for that pure 
pose, 7 


Adjourned till three o'clock. 


Post Meridiom. Convention met. , 
Mr, Chamberlaine brings in, and delivers to Mr. Presi- 
dent, a Repoit from the Committee appointed to examine 
and report the returns of the Committees of Observation of 
persons in the several Counties of this Province, who have 
subscribed, or refused or neglected to subscribe, the Asso- 
elation directed by the last Convention, which was read 
the Giyst time, and ordered ta lis on tho tbls, : 
The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
stato of the Province, being rend, a 
Ordered, That tho samo be referred for further consi- 
devation (ill to-morrow, 
Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half atlgy ; 
nine o'clock. ‘ 
ath, 
oguaee f! 
Friday, Docomber 2), 1 * 
Convention met. All Members present, as 02, rans 
day. The Proceedings of yesterday were rond.ghl bana 
Jith appeared in the House, ee ean 
Mr, Contec brings in, and delivers forint Rresident, & 
Report fiom tho Cominities, appojntedsato : examine the 
* 


Deposi- 


— 


> rere reat, 


TAT 


severnkdlaims upon the Tyeaswy, which was read the first 
«time, aud ordered to Jie on the table, 


, Agjoumed till three o'clock, 


Post Meridiom. Convention met. Mr. Hawkins ap- 
peared in the House, 

Mr.Earle biings in, and delivers to Mr. President, a 
Report from the Committee appointed to receive all Pro- 

osals. relating to the establishment of Manufactories of any 
ind within this Province, which was s:ead the fist time, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

Onmotion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 
to prepare a draught of Instructions for the Deputies repre- 
sentiny:this Provmee in Congress ; and Mr. Lollyday, Mr. 
Carroll, Banister, Mr. Janes Tilghman, Mr. Scott, and 
My.:umsey, were elected by ballot a Committee for that 
purpose. 

Mr, -Dallam has leave of ubsence. 

" + ey . . 

The Oider of the Day, for taking into consideration tho 
state of the Province, being read, ° 

‘Ordered, That the same bo referred for further consi- 
dovation#ti{! to-morrow. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, hulf after 
nine delock. 


Saturday, Dacomber 30, 1775, 

Convention mat, All Members present, as on yestar- 
doy, except Mr, Dallam. ‘Tho Proceedings of yosterday 
My. Clarice has Jenvo of absonee. ‘Tho Pro- 
ceedings of the Council of Suicty were rend, 

Lhe Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
state of the Province, being read, the Convention resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider of the 
save, My, Carroll in the chair, 

After soine time spent therein, Mr, President resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Carroll reported, that the Committee, 
according to order, had under their consideration the state 
of the Province, but, not being able to go through the samo, 
had directed him to moye for leave to sit again, 

"Resolved, ‘That this Convention will, on Monday next, 
resolve itsell’ into a Contmittes af the Whole, to consider 
of the sane, 


Convention adjourns till Monday morning, half alter 
nine o’clock. 


Monday, Januny 1, £776, 

Convention met, Atl Members present, as on Statur- 
day, excopt Mr, Clarke. ‘Che Proceedings of Saturday 
wejo read. 

Mr. Bond appeared in the House. 

& Letter from Messrs, Wilfred Neale, Gerard Bond, 
and James Eden, of St, Mary’s County, and sundry Depo- 
sitions, Yelative to the conduct of Basil Patterson, were 
read ; and upon consideration thereof, 

Resolved, That the said Basil Patterson, toether with 
the said Letter and Depositions, be sent and delivered up 
toa Justice of the Peace for St. Mary’s County, that the 
charge against him may be inquired into by a civil Magis- 
trate, and order taken therein according to the due course 
of jaw. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Mestern Shore pay 
to Nicholas White, or his ordei, out of the bills of eredit in 
his hands, fifty-six Pounds, six Shillings and a Penny, com- 
mon money, for repairing guns, ns per account. 

“Mr. Contee brings in, and deliyeis to Mr. Piesident, the 
following Repoit: 

Jn obedience to the honourable Convention, your Com- 
mile, anpointed to estimate the expenses of bringing Bastl 
Patterson to answer, and carry him back to St. Mary's 
County, 10 some Mugisuate there, da leport as follows : 
To Juntes Brown and fenativs Edwards, for 

bringing Basil Patterson from St. Mary’s to 


‘ 


Annapolis, fowdays, - -~ - « £400 
To ditto, for carrying Basil Paitergon to St. 

Marys Coun y, and delivering him toa Justice 

of thd Peace there, i eee nes (a 


‘Tordiito, for Patterson's expenses to Annapo- 
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dis und back to St. Mary’s, and when at lata- 
polis, nbout seven days, ~ ” “ ~ 1150 
£635 0 


Signed per order: 
; Joun Catnauan, Clerke Committee. 
Ordered, That the Tronsurer of the /Vestern Shere pay 
to James Brown and Jenatins Edwards, lov their expenses 
in bringing Basil Patterson hom St, Mary's County to this 
Convention, and carrying him back, out of the bills of cedit 
in his hands, six Pounds fifieen Shillings, common money. 


Tho Osder of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
stnte of the Provincu, being read, the Convention rosolved 
itself into a Commitice of the Whole, to consider of the 
same, Mr. Carroftin the chair. 

After some time spent there, Mr. President resnmed 
the chair, and Mr. Carroll reported fiom tho Committoa 
the following Resolutiona, to wit: * . 

Resolved, That this Province be immediately put in the 
best state of defence. 

Resolved, ‘Thar x sufficient mmed force be immediarcly 
raised and embodied under proper officers, for the defence 
and protection of this Province, 

Resolved, That one thousand four hundred and forty- 
four men, with proper officers, be immediately raised in the 
pay, and for the defence af, this Province, 

Resolved, ‘That cight Companies of the snid troops, to 
consist of sixty-vight privates cach, under proper officers, 
be formed into & Battalion, 

Resolved, What tho remainder of the snid troops ba die 
vided into Companies of one hundred men cach. 

Resolved, ‘That two Companies of the said oops, to 
consist of one hundred men cach, be companies of Matros- 
ses, and tiiined as such, 

Which were sead and agreed (o. 

On motion, Resolved, ‘That a Committee be cneened 
to report Resolutions for Raising, Clothing, and Victual- 
ling, the Forces to be raised in this Province sand Mr, 2 
Johnson, Mr. Carroll, Barrister, Mr. Rumsey, and Mr 
MVare, wore elected by ballot Commitee for that pure 
pose. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 
to 1epoit Rules and Regulations for the government of 
tho Forces to be raised in this Province; and Mr. J Jone 
son, Mr, Carreléof Carralléon, Mr. Stone, Mr, Rumsey, and 
Mr. J. Tilghman, were elected by ballot a Committee for 
that purpose. 

Mr. S. Chase has leave of absence on MWednesday next. 

Adjourned till thee o’clock. 


Post Meridiem.—Convention met. Mr. Sim and Mr. 
Somerville appoarad in the Houso. Mr. Lecherbury, Mr 
Sudler, and Mr, Sluby, have leave of absence. 

Convention adjourns till to-moyrow morning, half afer 
nine o'clock. 


Tuesday, Iannary 2, 1776, 

Convention met, All Members present as on yesterday, 

. TS, 
The Proccedings of yesterday were read. 

On motion, Resolved, That the acceptance of any office 
in the Regular Forces to be raised in this Province, shall 
be a disqualification of the officer accepting the same, from 
and afler the inaking out and acceptance of his commission, 
to be a Delegate to seive in Convention, or to be of the 
Council of Safety, or a Member af any Committee of Ob- 
sesyation, or of any other, civil office under the authority 
of the Canyention, during the continuance of his said com- 
mission, . 

The Convention proceeded to elect by ballot Field-Oni- 
cols fbr the Battalion. 

Mr, Haltiam Smallwood was elected Colonel, Mr. Evans 
ets Ware, Lieutenant-Colonel; Mr. Uhomas Priec, First 
Major, Mr, Mordecai Gist, Second Major. 

‘They then proceeded to elect sevon Captains for the 
seven Independent Compnuies; the ballots were as follow: 


1 
6 ’ 


Rezin Beall, - - 15 John Allen Thomas, + 9 
John Gunby, - - - 14 Lemuel Barrett, - ~ 
John Watkins, - - jo Edward eazy, « - 

10 j 


James Hindman, 
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The following persons were then elected Captains of the 
Baualion, (Light Infantry.) 
John HL. Stone, - - 15 
William Hyde, - - IL 
Barton Lucas, - + 10 
Thomas Ewing, - 10 
Nathaniel Ramsey, - 10 


Adjaurned till three o'clock. 


Peter Adams, ~ -~ - 9 
John Day Scott, - - 8 
Samuel Smith of John, 8 
George Stricker, ~ - 7 


Post Meridiem, Convention met. 


The Petition of Thomas Mi Cobb, of Lincoln County, in 
the Colony of the Massachusctts-Bay, setting forth, that in 
consequence of a Resolution of the General Court of that 
Colony, he had obtained a permit fiom the Selectmen and 
Committee of Correspondence of Georgetown, in Lincoln 
County, in the same Colony, to import Grain into the said 
County, anf praying leave to load his Vessel, was read; 
and, thereupon, it is, 

Resolved, That the said Petitioner be allowed to load 
his said Vessel in Somerset County: And it is, 

Ordered, That the loading of the said Vessel be under 
the inspection of the Commitee of Observation for Somer- 
set County, who are required, before the suid Vessel shull 
depart, to appoint the tack for her voyage, and have the 
Captain and Mate of her sworn to pertorm the same, so far 
as they can, and that they will use their utnost endeavours 
to land her cargo in the County of Lincoln, in the Colony 
of Massachuaetis- Bay wforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Clerk make out and transoiit a copy 
of the above Resolution to the Committee of Somerset 
County, 

The Convention proceeded to ballot for seven First Licu- 
tenants for the Independent Companies ; the ballots were as 
follow: 

Thowas Weolfard, - 
Moses Chaille, - + 


Il Bennett Bracco, - - 
YL) John Stewart, ~ ~~ 
William Llarrison, - 10 [William Goldsborough, 6 
Uriah Lorrest, - + 10 

The following persons were next elected by ballot Virst 
Lieutenants for the Buttalion, (Light Infantry,) to wit: 


10 
6 


Dimiel Bowie, - - 13 Nathaniel Rwing, - 10 
Benjamin Ford, - ~« 12 Thomas Uarwood, - 6 
William Sterett, - ~ 12 James Campbell, - - 6 
Toseph Builer, « = 911 Thomas Sith, - - 6 


Levin Winder, - ~ 10 
The persons following were then elected by ballot Se- 
cond Lieutenants for the {Independent Companies, 
John lecleston, ~ - IL William Bowie, - - 7 
John Lalleerston, ~ =~ 10 Archibald Anderson,» 7 
John Davidson, - + 10 Samuel Lurbutt Wright, 6 
Solomon Long, - ~ 10 
And tho following Second Tioutenants for the Battalion, 
(Light Jofantry.) 
John Kidd, - - = Ik 
John Beans, ~ « ~ Il 
Alecander Roxburgh 10 
Joseph Baxter, - ~ 10 
Alexander Murray, - 9 
The following persons were elected by ballot Third Licu- 
tenants for the Independent Compnnios, 
Edward Hindman, - 12 Henry Neale, - - - 10 
Hooper [udson, sonof Ely Dorsey, - - - 8 
John, - - - ~ 12 Daniel Jenifer Adams, - 8 
Edward De Courey,- 11 Benjamin Brooks, - 8 
And the following elected by ballot Ensigns for the Bat- 
talion, (Light Infantry.) 


David Plunkett, - 
Thomas Goldsmith, 
Joseph Ford, - ~~ 
James Ringgold, - 


' 
anne 


Benjamin Chambers,- 14 Waller Muse, - - 12 
Henry Gaither, - - 12 John Jordan, ~ - ~ *12 
William Ridgely, - 12. James Peale, - - - LL 


Edward Prowl, - ~ 12 Bryant Philpat, - - 9 
Aud Hatch Dent, Third Lieutenant. : 
Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 

nine o'clock. — 


Wednesday, Jnnuary 3, 1776. 


Convention met, All Members present, as on yester+ 
day, excep Mr, Slubyand Mr. Sudler. The Proéeedings 
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of yesterday were read. Mr. Nicholson, Mr. Murray, and - 
Mr. Hall, have leave of absence. : : 

An account of the expenses for transporting Powder 
from Fredertcktown to Baltimore town, being read, 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Hestern Shore pay 
to the Committes of Observation for the Middlo Distiict of 
Frederick County, o their order, ont of the bills of credit 
in his hands, wenty-thee Pounds, nineteen Shillings, com- 
mon money, being the expense of transporting the same. 

Ordered, ‘That the Clerk make out and transmit a copy 
of the above Resolution to the Committee of Observation 
for the Middle Distict of Jrederick County. 


On application of Colonel Hariison, of Virginia, to this 
Convention, to finnish Colonel Sinpson, of Accomacl 
County, with two hundied pounds of Gunpowder, 

Ordered, That the Committees of Observation for Ffor- 
cester and Somerset Counties do, cach of them, immeti- 
ately, send one hundred weight to Colonel Simpson. 

‘The Convention proceeded to the election of Officers. 

Mr. Gadricl Duvall was clected by ballot Mustermas- 
ter and Commissary of Stores; Mr, Peter Mantz, Quare 
tormaster, Mr. Charles Wallace, Paymaster. 

Mr. Nathaviel Smith, Captain of the Matrosses, ut 
Baltimore towns Mi. William (Woolsey, Vist Lienten- 
ant; Mr, Alewander Jurnival, Second Lieutenant. 


Mr, Beall hos leave of absence. 
Adjourned till thice o’cloek, 


Post Meridiem —Convention mot. Mv, Thos. Wright, 
a Member for Quien Anne's County, appeared, and toak 
his seat in the House, Mr. Handy and Mr. Haters ap- 
peared in the House. 

Mr. George Keepott was appointed Third Licutenaut 
of Captain Smith's Company of Matrosses, 


The Convention took into consideration the following 
Report, to wit: 

In obedience ton Resalve of the honowable Convene 
tion, the Committee appointed to reecive all Proposals 
relating to the establishment of Manufaetories of any kind 
within this Piovinee, and aan their opinion thereon, da 
report: That the following Proposals and Petitions have 
been Inid before them, to wit: 

The Potition of Mr. Felder Gaunt, sotting forth: That, 
about four months eyo, he had discovered a vein of Lead 
Ore in Lrederick County, between Jvederiektown ond 
the Catoctin Mountain; that, upon an examination of tha 
samo, appearances were so favouable that he hoped to be 
able, in u short time, to supply this Provinca with a sufisx 
cient quantity of Lead during our present anbappy dig 
putes ; and prayed that two hundred pounds might be ad 
vanced to him for the term of one year, without interest, 
upon giving bond, with sufficient security, ut the end of 
that term to repay tho same. Your Committee further 
report, that Mr. Gat hath, in person, informed them 
that he has, by sinking a shaft thirty-eight feet in the carth 
highor up tho hill, found another vein of Loud; and that 
both the said veins run under a large rock, whare it was, 
too expensive, on his awn capital, to pursue the same} 
and that the quantities of Lead Ore taken out of said veins 
were not considerable. Your Committee beg leave, fas 
ther, to report thereon: that, in their opinion, a Manuface 
tory of Lead in this Province would be of great advan= 
taze to tho publick, and, of course, merits the attention and 
encownvement of this Province ; and that the sum re» 
quested for (hat purpose is not tarensonablo. ; 

Your Committee further beg leave to report: That 
Alexander McFadon, of Frederick County, by his Peti- 
tion, hath expressed bis dosire of crecting n Linen, Wool- 
Jen, and Cotton Manufactory, in or near Hrederieltown 3 
that he is, also, well acquainted with the business, and 
would undertake to cary on the sume, with tho publicle 
encouragement and assistance, and proposed that a sunt 
nol exceeding four thousand pounds, should be advange 
to him, from time to time, by the Province; onr-ghvlige 
bond, with good security, for tho payment of aiiesttio-t 
ney lent, with four per cent. interest, after the “xy ira 
tion of three years from the adyancementihered® +: Your 
Committee further report: That Mr, MeZidonyin person, 
informed them that, glthougl: yexproposéd by the abovei 
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scheme, to carry on the same so extensively as thereby to 
manpfnetuie, annually, fifty thousand yards, yet, if it did 
not meet with the approbation of the honourable the Con- 
vention, he was willing to undertake to set up a Manufac- 
tory on having not less than one-half of the abave sum 
advanced to him; that he proposed to begin, at first, with 
the sum of five hundred pounds, and daw out, to the 
amount of the sum stipulated, in proportion as he should 
purehase the materials to manufactuie ; that he would not 
engage to deliver any Certain quantity of Linen or Woollen 
Cloth, unless he could be assured of purchasing the rough 
matetials, nor could he agree for any price, as he was une 
certain on what terms he could purchase the same ; that, 
if he could buy them, he would fwnish the Province with 
any quantity within his power, at a reasonable price, on 
their paying him for the same ; and that the original sum 
borrowed would be absolutely necessary for him to carry 
on ! he Manufactory aforesaid, entire, during the time afore- 
said, 

Your Committee further beg leave to repoit: That 
Edward Parker, of Cecii County, by his Petition, hath 
get forth, that he hath erected a house, provided himself 
with all manner of jwplements necessary for carrying on a 
Linen and Woollen Manufactory, and ‘had, also, engaged 
a number of weavers; but found it absolutely impossible 
to carry on the same with spirit, and in an extensive man- 
ner, without a considerable sum of ready cash, and, there- 
fore, prayed that the sum of thice hundred pounds, out of 
the publick ‘Treasury, might be advanced to him, upon his 
giving bond, with undoubted security, for the delivery of 
the value of two hundred pounds in goad strong merchant~ 
able Linen Cloth, manufactured in this Province, on or 
before the first day of May noxt, and the value of one 
hundred pounds in good merchantable Linen or Woollen 

‘Cloth, manufactured in this Province, on the first day of 
November next, of such quality as he may be directed, 
and at such prices and rates as this ora future Convention, 
on his producing the same, may be pleased ta allow. The 
said Edward Parker, ia person, acquainted your Commit- 
tee that he kept five looms aches employed in manu- 
facturing. 

Your Committee, beg leave to report, thereon, their 
opinion, that the establishment of Linen and Woollen Ma- 
nufactories is of the greatest importance to this Province, 
as not only a number of poor people may be employed, 
fed, and clothed thereby, but necessary Cloth for the use 
of the Frovince be manufactured therein; and that, for 
the above eta aod other valuable ones, a Manufac- 
tory for making the above Cloths should be established in 
every County in this Province; that the sum of five thou- 
sand pounds be appropriated and set apart for the above 
purpose, to be distributed in manner and form following, 
to wit: Five hundied pounds for Erederick County, and 
three hundred pounds to each of the other Counties; 
which sum, in the opinion of your Committee, will employ 
eighty looms, and the produce thereof amount to from 
“eighty to one thousand yaids of Cloth, at n moderate cal- 
culation, suitable for tents, hunting and soldiers’ shirts, and 
supplying the necessitous poor; that three gentlemen, in 
whom confidence may be placed, be appointed in each 
County, and styled Contractors; and that they, or any two 
of them, be empowered to draw the several sums above 
mentioned out of the Treasuries, as occasion may require, 
agree with such peisons as will undeitake to carry on the 
work, receive the Linen and Woollen, and take bond, with 
sufficient security, in double the sum fent, payable to —~, 
conditioned for the return of the value of the money lent, in 
good coarse Linen or Woollen Cloth, in the following man- 
ner, (o wits One-third thereof by the first of May next, one 
Gbensthird by the first of August next, and the remainder 
by: thesfest of December next; and that the said Contrac- 
foraishall transmit the bonds so taken to the President of 
qhe Convention, (should the Convention be sitting,) or, if 
in their reves, to-the Coungil of Safety for the time being, 
that, if it shoold -heppen that undertakers could not be 
found, or should not apply in any one or more of the 

Zounties on ot before the first day of March next, the 
Contractors in any athet of the Counties miy be empow- 
axed to draw out, for the purposds aforesaid, and on the 
gbove terms, the proportion, ‘or proportions, allotted such 
-Gounty.or Counties as may not applysa 6 yrs, 
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Your Committee further beg leave to observe, that seve~ 
ral Proposals have been made to them respecting a Sheet« 
ing and Slitting Mill to be erected in this Province, but 
that they are not fully prepared to report on that subject. 

Signed per order: 
Joun Caunanan, Clerks Committee, 

On reading the first part of tho above Report, the ques- 
tion was put, That the Louse coneur therewith? Resolved 
in the aftirmative. 

Resolved, therefore, That two hundred Pounds, com- 
mon money, out of the publick Treasury, be advanced to 
My. Fielder Gaunt, of Frederick County, for the purposes 
mentioned in the said Report, for the term of one year, 
on his giving bond, with sufficient security, to repay the 
same at the end of one year, without interest; the secu- 
rity to be approved by the Convention, or Council of 
Safety herenfier to be appointed, andthe bond to be made 
payable to Mr. President, Mr. Carroll, Barrister, and Mr, 
T. Johnson, Sun. 

On reading that part of the said Report relating to the 
establishment of a Linen, Woollen, and Cotton Manolac« 
tory, by Mr. Alezunder McFadon, the question was put, 
That the [fouse concur with the proposals of My. McIadon? 
Carried in the negative. : 

On reading the third paragraph of the said Report, in 
which is contuined the proposal of Edward Parker, of 
Ceci! County, the question was put, That the House con- 
cur therewith? Resolved in the aflirmative, 

Resolved, therefore, That the sum of three hundred 
Pounds, out of the publick Treasury, be advanced to the 
said Edward Parker, upon his giving bond, with good 
seemity, for the delivery of the value of two hundred 
Pounds in good, strong, merchantable Linen Cloth, manus 
fuctured in this Province, on or before tho first day of May 
next; and the value of one hundred Pounds in good, mer= 
chantable Linen or Woollen Cloth, manufactured in this 
Province, on the first day of November next, of such qua- 
lity as he may be directed, and at such prices and rates as 
this or a future Convention shall allow. 

On reading that part of the said Report which relates 
to the establishment of Linen and Woollen Manafactories 
in each County in this Province, the question was put, 
That the House concur therewith? The Counties were 
equally divided; and, therefore, the House does not 
concur, e 

Mr, Mackall has leave of absence. 


The Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half 
after nine o’clock. 


Thursday, Jonnary 4, 1776, 

’ Convention met, All Members present as on yesterday, 
except Mr, Letherbury, Mr. Beall, My, Lall, My, Nichol 
son, Mr. Mackall, and Mr. Murray. ‘Lhe Proceedings af 
yesterday were read, Vig 

On motion, the question was put, That tho Commissions, 
for the Officers of the Independent Companies ba made 
out according to the order ju which they stand upon the 
list as balloted for? 

Carried in the negative, 

The following list was then offered as the rule for making 
out Commissions for the Officers of the Independent Com- 
panies, to wit: 

Charles and Calvert Countics: Rezin Beall, Captain ; 
Bennett Bracco, Virst Lieutenant; John Halkerston, Se- 
cond Lieutenant; Daniel Jenifer Adams, Third Lieuten- 
ant. ‘ 

Somerset County: John Gunby, Captain; Uriah Forrest, 
First Lieutenant; William Bowie, Second Lientenant3 
Benjamin Brooks, Third Licutenant. 

Worcoster County: Join MWathkins, Captain; Moses 
Cheille, Fivst Lieutenant; Solomon Long, Second Lieu- 
tenant; Lily Dorsey, Third Lieutenant, 

Dalbot County: James Lindman, Captain; William 
Goldsborough, First Licutenant; Archibald Anderson, 
Second Lieutenant; Edward Hindman, Third Lieuten- 
ant. 

St, Mary's County: John Allen Thomas, Captain ; John 
Steward, First Lieutenant; John Davidson, Second Lieu- 
tenant; Eenry Neale, Third Licutenant. ; Br 

Dorchester County : Demuel Barrett, Captain Thomas’ 
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Woolford, Virst Lieutenant; John Eccleston, Second Lieu- 
tenant; Hooper Hudson, Third Lieutenant. 

cen Anne’s and Kent Counties: Edward Veazy, 
Captain; William Harrison, First Lieutenant ; Samuel T. 
Wright, Second Lieutenant; Edward de Courey, Uhird 
Lieutenant. 

On motion, that the said Commissions be made out ac- 
cording to the said list, the question was put, and esolved 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. Hooe appeared in the [ouse. 

The Convention took inta consideration the Report fiom 
the Committee appointed to consider what alterations and 
amendments were necessary in the regulation of the Militia 
of this Province; and, thereupon, came to tho following 
Resolutions: 

That no Minute-Men be hereafter enrolled under the 
Resolutions of the ltte Convention, That where Minute 
Companies are already formed, no commissions issue to the 
Officers thereof, unless the Officers desire to have their 
commissions. That no Minute Companies be continued 
heyond the Lst day of March next, and that a sum of money 
sufficiont for the purpose, be lodged in the hands of the 
Committee of Observation in each respective County where 
a Company of Minute-Men hath been enrolled, viowed, 
and allowed to pay and discharge the expense of such 
Company for the time past, and, also, for the time to come, 
if such Company continues till the Ist day of March noxt, 
and that such Conunittce reccive the Rolls of such Cam- 
panies, and the times of the attendance of the men, proved 
by the oath of some one, at least, of tho Commissioned 
Officers, return the balance of the monoy, if any, into the 
publick Treasury, and render an account of their transac- 
tions herein to the next Convention ; but no person chosen 
for a Commissioned Officer in any Company of Minute- 
Men, shall be compellable to serve in the Militia ina lower 
rank or station than he was elected to in the Minute Com- 

anys 
"That all publick Arms in the hands of tho Minule-Men, 
immediately after the Ist day of March next, or us soon as 
they disband, where they disband sooncr, be delivered to 
the Committeo of Observation for their respective County, 
to be by the said Committee kopt and preserved for the 
publick use. 

That every able-bodied effective Freeman within this 
Province, between sixteen and fily years of age, (Cler- 

ytnien of all denominations, practising Physicians, and tho 
Feusshictd of his Excellency the Governour, excepted,) 
who bath not already enrolled himself in the Militia, shall, 
on or before the Ist day of March next, enroll himself in 
some Company of Militia, agreeable to the form of the 
enrollment prescribed by the last Couvention, and that 
every Minute or Artillery Man, except Commissioned Offi- 
cers, shall in like manner enroll in the Militia, within one 
month next after he shall cease to act as a Minute or Ar- 
tillery Man. And if any ablo-bodied, eflective Freeman 
shall refuso or delay to emol! himself in tho Militia ag 
aforesaid, every such person shall pay for the present year, 
which shall be reckoned fiom the L5th day of September 
last, such sum of mort@y, not less than foity shillings, nor 
more than ten pounds, as shall be some | by the Com- 
mittee of Observation of his County, for the use of the 
publick. And the Committee of Observation in each re- 
spective County shall, by warrant under their hands, 
appoint and empower any person or persons they shall 
judge proper, to collect and receive all moneys by them so 
assessed, which shall ba paid within one month aller notige 
of.such assessment, and in defifult thercof, the person or 
persons so empowered, may digtrain the goods and offects 
of the defaulters, and soll and dispose of the same in the samo 
manner that. goods may'bo distrained and sold by law for 
County levies, And overy Collector shall, on or beore 
the Ist day of July next, pay the money by him collect- 
ed, after deducting seven and ‘an half per cent, for his com- 
mission, to the Treasurer of his Shore, and leave with the 
same Treasurer an account containing the names of those 
from whom he hath received the same, and the sums fiom 
them.respectively collected. : 

That every person who shall refuse.and delay to enroll 
as aforesaid, shall, on or before the 10th day of March next, 
deliver to the Committee of Observation for his County, 
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all his Fire-Arms, if he hath any, except pistols; and if 
any such person shall refuse or delay to do the same, thon 
such Commitiee shall empower some person, or persons, by 
warrant under their hands, to seize the said Fire- Arms, and 
deliver the same to the said Committee ; and the said Com- 
mittees shall cause all the Arms which shall come to thelr 
hands to be valued, by mdiffeient and honest men, on oath, 
and shall keep w list of such Arms, to whom they belong, 
and their respective values, and may deliver out such Aims 
at their discretion, to the Captains of Militia in their Coun- 
ty, taking the Captains’ receipts therefor, and the Captains 
being linble for the redelivery thereof, may deliver the 
same to the unarmed men of their Companies; and ever 
Committee of Observation shall tansmit an account of all 
assessments by them made, as well as of all Arms by them 
received as aforesaid, and how they have disposed of the 
samo, to every Convention ; but because some persons who 
do not enroll iv the Militia may be so poor that they can- 
not pay the said assessment of forty shillings, and their 
omitting to entoll may not proceed fiom disaffection to tho 
causa of America, or perverscucss, it is provided, that 
whee the real and paisonal Lstate of any eflective Mieo- 
man, who shall refuse or neglect to enroll binself in tho 
Militia as aforesaid, shall not, in the judgment and estitaa- 
tion of the Committee of his County, bo of tho value of 
thirty pounds, the same Committee may in thoir diserotion 
omit to assess any sum of monoy on such person, the same 
Committee certifying ta the Convention, or Counail of Safe- 
ty, the name of tho person, aud the reasons wherefore they 
do not assess him, 

That all fines which have been already set and adjudg- 
ed, according to the Resolutions of the Jast Convention, on 
Militin Ofticers or men, and have not been paid, or which 
shall hereafter be so set and adjudged, shall, if the same 
bo on a Field-Ofticer, bo paid into the hands of the Quar- 
termaster of the Battalion to which he belongs, and if ou 
any Ofticer of inferior rank to n Mield-Ofticer, or on a non- 
Commissioned Oflicor or Private, be paid into the hands of 
such persons as hath or shall have been atpohited lo e+ 
coivo the fines for the Company to which such person 
belongs, or if no such Receiver hath or shall havo been 
appointed, then the same shall be paid into the hands of 
the Captain of such Company, and on refisal to pay the 
Same fine, and such refusal being certified to tho Commit. 
tee of Observation for the County where such person re» 
sides, the sanio Committee shall grant a warrait under 
their bunds, empowering any other person or persons of 
the same County to lovy such fine by distress and salo a8 
aforesaid, of the party’s goods and efes, but the Ofticars 
who set and adjudgod the fine may commit tho'oflendor 
to a Sorgeant according to tho Resolution of the late Cons , 
vention, if they choose that asthe best method to compel 
payinent, 

Shat in cases where it may greauly promote tho ease of 
the inhabitants, a number nat less than forty, nov oxveed> 
ing eighty privates, may, with the especial permission of the 
Comiittees of Observation, emoll in any one Company of 
Militia, but any of thoso already enrolled in any Company, 
whore tho privates do not oxceed seventy-four, shall nut be 
permitted to leave such Company, for the purpose of en~ 
rolling in new one, That in those Counties where only 
part of the Militia are Perel to join in Battalion, the 
respective Committees of Observation form the other Com- 
panies into Battalion, if there are sufficient in number for 
that purpose, and in those Counties where there ara not 
any Battalions formed, that the said Committees proceed, 
as soon as may he, to divide their Militis into Battalions, 
according to ths Resolves of tho late Convention. 

That within the genoral description of able-bodied effec- 
tive Freemen of this Provineo, ‘are intended to be included, 
oversoer's, and those who avo bound by contract mado within 


being able-bodied effective men, between sixteen and fi 
years of age, 4 
That a Brigadier-General, 1 Quartormaster, and aa&dé 
jutant-General, be appointed by the Convention overav 
eight Battalions, and to include within that cammisnd all 
Artillery Companies and other Militia withinithexDjattat.* 
That the Counties bullot for the rank.iof.Golénels ahd 
Battalions from number one to numberigixtéény und so: the 
County drawing number one :toybave its Second Battalion 
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the Seventeenth of the Province, &c,, and all Field and 
Commissioned Officers to rank according to their commis- 
stons, and as to those who bear the like commissions, 
according to the number of the Battalion to which they 
belong. 

That the Companies of each Battalion ballot from num- 
ber one to number eight, and hold their rank the first bat- 
tallon day, according to the numbers drawn, the second 
day, number two to tuke the place of number one, and 
number one the place of number eight, and so on, that 
equals may each in turn have the most honourable place, 
and every man may be instructed to act in any part of a 
Battalion, as occasion may require. 

That to avoid a needless and insupportable expense, no 
person after the 10th day of Alay next, wear any uniform 
at exercise, either in single Compunies or in Battalion, but 
hunting-shirts, the Officers distinguishing themselves from 
the Privates by different feathers, cockades, oy the like, as 
fancy may direct. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock, 


Friday, January 5, 1776, 
Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday. 
, The Proceedings of yesterday were read, Mr. Study ap- 
peared in the House, Mr. Bishop has leave of absence. 
On motion, Resolved, That the several Committees of 
Observation purchase the whole of the Sulphur in their 
respective Counties, provided it is to be had at six pence 
per pound, and that they transmit the same, with an account 
thereof, as soon as may be, to Messrs. Milliam Lux and 
Daniel Bowly, of Baltimore town ; and that the Committees 


_. Of Observation be empowered to draw on the Treasurer of 


their respective Shore, for as many-ef-theDills of credit of 
this Province as may be wanted; as well for the purposes 
aforesaid, as for any expenses to be incurred in removing 
the Sulphur to Baltimore town, 

Ordered, That the Clerk make out and transmit copies 
of the above Resolve to the several Committees of Obser- 
vation for each County in this Province. 

Op motion, Resolved, That the several Counties in this 
Province be divided into the following Districts, to wit: 
St, Mary's, Charles, Culvert, and Prince George’s Coun- 
ties, into one District; Aane Arundel, Baltimore, and 
Harford Counties, into another District ; #rederick Count 
into another Disnict; Ceci/, Kent, Queen Anne’s and Tal- 
bot Counties, into another District; Dorchester, Caroline, 
Sonerset, and Worcester Counties, into another District. 

That to each of the snid Districts or Brigades, there bo 
one Brigadier-General, 4 Quartermaster, and an Adjutant. 


Adjourned till three o'clock. 


Post Mcridiem.—Convention met. My, J. Dashiell has 
leave of absence till Monday next. 

Mr. Stott brings in and delivers to Mr. President a draft 
of Instructions for the Deputies representing this Provinco 
in Congress, which was read the first time, and ordered to 
lio on the table. 

Convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock, 


7 Saturday, Innuary 6, 1776, 

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday, 
Tho Proceedings of yesterday ware read. Mr. John Ree- 
der, Jun., a Member for St. Mary’s County, appeared and 
took his seat in the House. Mr, John Allen Thomas has 
leave of absence, 

Thd Convention elected by ballot the following persons 
Fielt-Oficers for the Militia; Mv. Henry Looper, Briga- 
diey-General of the Lower District on the Mastern Shore ; 
Mr. Jumes Lloyd Chamberlaine, of tho Uppor District ; 
Mr. John Dent, of tha Lower Disuict on tho Western 
Shore; Mr. Andrew Buchanan, of the Middle District; 
Mr. Thomas Johnson, Jun., of tho Upper District. 

Resolved, That the said Brigadieys-Generval rank in the 
following manner, to wit: Brigadier-General Johnson, Ist} 
Brigadier-General Looper, 2d; Brigndier-General Dent, 
8d} Brigadier-General Chamberlaine, 4th ; Brigadier-Gen- 
oral Buchanan, 5th. 
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On motion, Resolved, That the acceptance of a supe- 
rior office in the Militia of this Province be a vacation of 
the inferior office. 

7 For St. Mary’s County. 

Upper Battalion: Mr, Jeremiah Jordan, Colonel; Mr. 
John Reider, Jun., Lieutenant-Colonel; Mr. James eden, 
First Major; My. John Lanson Briscoe, Second Major ; 
Mr. James Mills, Quartermaster. 

Lower Battalion: Mr. Richard Barnes, Colonel; Mr. 
John Hation Reed, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr, Ignatius 
Fenwick, Jon., Fist Major; Mr. Samuel Abell, Sen,, 
Second Major; Mr. Hugh Llopewell, Jun., Quaitermas- 
ter. 

For Charles County. 

Upper Battalion: Mr. William Harrison, Colonel; Mr. 
Sanuel Hanson of Semuel, Licutenant-Colonel ; My, 
Kenelm Truman Stoddert, Fivst Majar; Mr. Samuel Han- 
son, Jun., Second; Mr. Valter Lnnson, Quartermaster. 

Lower Battalion: Mr. Josiay Ilawhkins, Colonel; Mv, 
Robert T. Ilooe, Lieutenant-Colonel; Mr. John Mar- 
shall, Fist Major; Mr. John Harris, Second; Mr. John 
Nathan Smoot, Quartermaster. 

Adjourned til] three o'clock. 

Post Meridiem.—Convention met. Mr, Thomas right, 
Mr. Sim, ond My. Tyler, have leave of absence. Mr, Le- 
therbury appeared in tho House. 

The Convention resumed the election of Officers for the 
Militia, and elected by ballot: 

For Calvert County. 

My. Benjamin Mackall, Fourth Colonel; Mr. Alevan- 
der Somerville, Licutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Joseph Wilkin« 
gon, First Major; Mr. Patrick Sim Smith, Second ; My, 
William Allein, Quaitermastor. 

Hor Anne Arundel County, 

Elk-Ridge Battalion: Mr, Zhomas Dorsey, Colonel; 
Mr. John Dorsey, Lieutenant-Colonel; Dr, C. a. Ware 
field, Virst Major; My. Edward Gaither, Jun., Second s 
Mr, Benjamin Howard, Quartermaster, ‘ 

Severn Battalion: Mr. John Hall, Colonel; Mr. Re« 
zin Hammond, Licutenant-Colonel; Mr. Nicholas Wor 
thington, First Major; Mr. Elijah Robosson, Second ; My, 
Matthias Hammond, Quartermaster. 

South-River Battalion: Mr. John Weems, Colonel ; Mr. 
Richard Harwood, Jun., Licutenant-Colonel; Mv. John 
Thomas, Wirst Major; Mr. Thomas Tillard, Second ; Mr. 
Edward Tillard, Quartermaster, 

Kor Frederick County—Middle District. 

First Battalions Mr. Charles Beatty, Colonel; My, 
William Beatty, Liutonant-Colonel ; My, Ludwick Melt 
nor, First Major; Mr. Benjamin Johnson, Second; Mr, 
Lewis Bush, Quartermaster, 

Second Battalion: My. James Johnson, Colonols Mr, 
Joseph Wood, Lieutenant-Colonel; Mr. Benjamin Ogte, 
First Major; Mr. Roger Johnson, Second; My. “get 
Waters, Quartermaster, : 

Third Battalion: Mr. Jacob Glaag, Colonel; Mr, HA 
liam Blair, Jieutenant-Colonel; Mr. Samuel Shaw, First 
Major; Mr. William Shields, Second; My. Joseph Me- 
Killip, Quartermaster, 

Fourth Battalion: Mr. Baker Johnson, Colonel; Me. 
FYilliam Luckett, Licutenant-Colonel; Mr. Jacob Miller, 
First Major; Mr. Henry Darnall, Second; Mr. Nicho- 
las Tice, Quartermaster. 

* Lower District, 

Lower Battalion: Mr. John Murdock, Colonel; Mr 
Thomas Johns, Lieutanant*Colonel ; Mr, Richard Broofee, 
Fisst Major; Mr. William Deakins, Second; Mr, Riche 
ard, Thompson, Quaitermaster, 

Cpper Battalion: Mr, Aadock Magruder, Colonel; Mr, 
Charles G. Griffith, Lieutenant-Colonel; Mr, JPrancis 
Deakins, Virst Major; Mr. Richard Crabb, Second ; Mr. 
Sanuel Du Pall, Quartermaster, 

Upper District. 

First Battalion: Mr. John Stull, Colonel; Mr. Andrew 
Ronch, Licutenant-Colonel; Mr. Idonry Shryock, First 
Major; Mr. George FPoltz, Second ; Mr. Hilte Williams, 
Quartermaster, rote wa 
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Second Battalion: Mr. Samuel Beall, Colonel; Mr. 
Joseph Smith, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Richard Davis, 
First Major; Mr. Charles Swearingen, Second; My. 
James Chapline, Quaitermaster. 

For Larford County. 

Upper Battalion: Mr. Aguila Hall, Colonel ; Mr. John 
Love, Lieutenant-Colonel; Mr. Josias Carvill Hall, Virst 
Major; Dr. John Archer, Second; Mr. Richard Dallam, 
Quartermaster. 

Lower Battalion: Mr. Benjamin Rumsey, Colonel ; Mr. 
Thomas Bond, Tacutorani-Ocl@al; Mr, Abraham Jar- 
reft, First Major; Mr, John Taylor, Second ;' My. Robert 
Amos, Quartermaster. 

For Cecil County. 


Bohemia Battalion: Mr. John Veazy, Jun., Colonel; 
Mr. John D. ‘Thompson, Lieutenant-Colone) ; Mr, William 
Rumsey, Fxst Major’, Dr. Joshua Clayton, Second; Mr, 
Samuel Young, Quartermaster. 

Elk Battalion: Mr, Charles Rumsey, Colonel; Mr. 
Henry Uollingsworth, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr, Edward 
Parker, Fivst. Major; Mr. Join Strawbitdge, Second ; 
Mr. Thomas Tuggins, Quartermaster. 

Susquehannah Battalion: My, George Johnson, Colonel ; 
Me. Thomas Hughes, Tisulanani Coens: Mr, John 
Hartshorn, Pivst Major; Mr, 2hhu Fall, Second; Mr, 
John Hambleton, Quartermaster. 

For Queen Anne’s County. 

Upper Battalion: Richard ZY Earle, Colonel; Mr, 
Samuel Thompson, Jum. Lieutenant-Colonol; Mr. Jolin 
Seney; First Major; My. James Kent, Second; Mr. Til- 
liam Bruf', Quartermaster. 

Lower Battalion: Mx, Thomas Wright, Colonel; Mr. 
Richard Tilghman, Lieutenant-Colonel; Mr, William 
Hemsley, First Major; Mr, Arthur Emory, Second; Mr. 
James Tilghman, Quartermaster. 

For Somerset County. 

Upper Battalion: Mr. George Dashiell, Colonel; Mr, 
George oe Scott, Lioutenant-Colonel; Mr. John Steto- 
art, First Major; Mr. Iilliam Lorsey, Second; Mr. Se- 
vern Hitch, Quartermaster. 

Lower Battalion: Mr, Thomas Hayward, Colonel; Mr. 
Peter Waters, Lieutenant-Colonel; Mr, Zhomas Bruf, 
First Major; Mr. William Waters of William, Second ; 
Me, FRilliam Gillis, Qugrtermaster. 

For Worcester County, 

First Battalion: Mx. Peter Chaitle, Colonel; Mr. Jo- 
seph Dashiell, Lieutenant-Colonel; Mr. John Done, First 
Major; Mr. Robert Done, Second; Mr. George Martin, 
Quartermaster, 

Second Battalion: Me. William Purnell, Colonel; Mr. 
GZadock Purnell, Liowtenant-Colonel; Mr. Samuel Lan- 
dy, First Major; Mr. William Morris, Second; My. Jo- 
stats Mitchell, Quartermaster. 

The Convention adjourns till Monday morning, half aftor 
nine o'clock, 


~” Monday, Junuary 8, 1776, 

Convention met. AJ] Members preseut, as on Saturday, 
except Mv, A.A. Thomas, Mr. Thomas Mright, My, Sim, 
and Mr, Tyler, The Proceedings of Saturday were read. 

Mr. Edward Lloyd, a member elected for Sazbot Coun- 
ty, in the room of Hrancls Baker, und Mr, Thomas Ring- 
gold, appointed a member for Kent County, in the room 
of Mr, Thomas Sinyth, who ielused to act, appeared, and 
took their seats in the House, + is 

“Mv. Stdler and Mr. Buchangs appeared in the House. 

Mr. William Adams has leave of absence, 

Adjourned till three o’clook, 


Post Merediem. Convention met. 

Mr. Tyler and My, Dallam appeared in the House. 
The following persons were olected by ballot to tl 
Battalion in Talbot County, to wits y ait 

Mr. Christopher Birkhead, Colonel; Mr. Porogrine 
Tilghman, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Jeremiah Banning, 
First Major; Mr. Robert Lioyst Nichols, Second; My, 
Nicholas Thomas, Quartermaster, 2 

Fovars Sanius.—Vot. ty. 
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On motion, Resolved, That the nomination of Iield- 
Officers for Dorchester County be postponed, and that the 
Council of Safety, hereafter to be appointed, be empower- 
ed to appoint them. 

The following election by ballot for Caroline County, 
was had: 

East Battalion: Mr, William Richardson, Colonel; 
Mr, Lenry Dickinson, Lieutenant-Colouel; Mr. William 
TPhatley, Wirst Major; My. Adatthew Driver, Second ; Mr. 
John White, Quartermaster. 

West Battalion: My. Philip Fiddemam, Colonel; My. 
Benson Stainton, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Richard Ma- 
son, First Major; Mr. Lenry Downes, Second; Mr. Tho- 
mas Hardcastle, Quartermaster. 

The Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half 
after nino o’clock. 


‘Tuesday, January 9, 1276. 

Convention met. All Membors present, as on yestar= 
day. The Proceedings of yesterday were rend, 

The Memorials of Patrick Damilion, John Archer, and 
James Harris, relating to the establishment of Linen and 
Woollen Manulactories, were read the first timo, and om 
dered to lie on tha tablo, 


Ordered, That nine hundred copies of the Proceedings 
relative to the manufacture of Saltpetro, bo immediately 
printed. 

On motion, Resolved, That 2 Committee be appaintad 
to prepare and report a scheme for the emission of Bills of 
Credit, to defiay the expenses of defending this Province ; 
and Mr. Hollyday, Mv. Thomas Johnson, My. Looe, Mr 
Rumsey, and Me, James J. Tilman, were elected by bal- 
lot a Committee for that purpose. 


On motion, Resolved, That the Tustructions for the De- 
puties representing this Province in Congress, be talon into 
consideration ta-mayrow, 

The Convention adjourns till to-morrow moring, half 
after nino o’elock, 


Wodnoaday, January 10, 1776. 
Convention mot. All Members present, as on yestor- 
day. ‘The Procecdings of yesterday were rend, Mr. Sim, 
Mr, Mackall, and My. John Allon Thomas appeared in 
the Houso. 


Tho Order of tho Day, for tnking into consideration the 
Instructions for the Deputies representing this Provinee in 
Congress, being read, the sama ware taken into considorae 
tion, and, after some debate thercon, tho Convention ad» 
journed. 


Thusday, January 11, 1776, 
Convention met. All Members present, as on yestere 
day. ‘Tho Proceedings of yesterday wore read, Mr. 
Smith, Mr, Jordan, and Mr. Gilpin, have leave of ale 
senco, 


The Convention resumed the consideration of tho In« 
structions for the Deputics representing this Province 
in Congress, which were read, considered, and agread to, 
and aye as follow: 

In Conyontion, January 12, 1776, 
To the Honourable Matthew ‘Wighman, Vsq., ‘Chomas 

Johnson, Jun., Robert Goldsborough, William Paca, 

Samuel Chase, Thomas Stone, Robert Alecander, and 

John Rogers, Esquires, 


Tho Convention, taking into their most serious consi- 
deration the present state of tho unhappy dispute between 
Great Britain and che United Colonies, think it proper to 
deliver you their sontiments, and to instruct you in certain 
points, relative to your conduct in Congross, as Reprasen- 
tatives of this Piovinoe. 

The experience we and our ancestors haya had, of thé 
mildness and equity of the Ainglish Constitution, under 
which we havo grown up (o, and enjoyed a state of Rlidl# 
ty, not exceeded among any people we know of, sintil Wd 
grounds of the present controversy were laid by ‘ilié’Mi- 
nistry and Parliament of Great Britain, has mobt slidtigly 
endearéd to us that form of Goyornment frdnt whence 
these blessings have been derived, and dukes us ardently 
wish for a reconciliation with the nfotlér country, pon. 
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terms that may ensure to these Colonies an equal and per- 
manent freedom, 

To this Constitution we are attached, not merely by 
habit, but by ptinciple, being in our judgments persuaded 
it ts, of all known systems, best calculated to secure the 
libeity of the subject—to guard against despotism on the 
one hand, and licentiousness on the other. 

Impressed with these sentiments, we warmly recommend 
to you, to keep constantly in your view the avowed end and 
‘puipose for which these Colonies otiginally associated— 
the redress of American grievances, and securing the rights 
of the Colonists. 

As upon the attainment of these great objects, we shall 
think it our greatest happiness to be thus firmly united to 
Great Britain, we think proper to instruct you, that should 
any proposition be happily mace by the Crown or Parlia- 
ment, that may lead to, or lay a rational and probable ground 
for reconciliation, you use your utmost endeavours to cul- 
tivate aud improve it into a happy settlement and lasting 
amity, taking care to secure the Colonics against the exer- 
cise of the sight assumed by Parliament, to tax them, and 
to alter and shana their Charters, Constitutions, and inter- 
nal polity, without their consent—powers incompatible with 
the essential securities of the lives, liberties, and properties 
of the Colonists. 

We further instruct you, that you do not, without the 
previous knowledge and approbation of the Convention of 
this Province, ussent to any proposition to declare theso 
Colonies independent of the Crown of Great Britain, nor 
to any proposition for making or entering into alliance 
with any foreign Power, nor to any union or confederation 
of these Colonies, which may necessarily lead to a sepa- 
ration from the mother country, unless, in your judgments, 
or jn the judgments of any four of you, or a majority of 
the whole of you, (if all shall be then attending in Con- 
gress,) it shall be thought Sa necessary for the 
preset vation of the liberties of the United Colonies ; and 
should a majority of the Colonies in Congress, against 
such, your judgment, resolve to declare these Colonies in- 
dependent of the Crown of Great Britain, or to make or 
enter into alliance with any foeign Power, or into any 
union or confederation of these Colonies, which may neces- 
sarily lead to a separation from the mother country, then 
we instruct you, immediately, tocall the Convention of this 
Province, and repair thereto with such proposition and 
resolve, and lay the same before the said Convention, for 
their consideration; and this Convention will not hold this 
Province bound by such majority in Congress, until the 
Representative body of the Province, in Convention, assent 
thereto. 

Desirous as we are of peace with Great Britain, upon 
safe and honourable terms, we wish you, nevertheless, and 
jnstruct you, to join with the other Colonies, in such mili- 
tary operations as muy be judged proper and necessary for 
the common defence, until such a peace can be happily 
obtajned, 

At the same time that we assure you we have an entire 
confidence in your abilities and integrity, in the discharge 
of the great trust reposed in you, we must observe to you, 
As our opinion, that, in the relation of constituent and repre- 
sentative, one principal security of the former is the right 
he holds to be fully informed of the conduct of the latter, 
+ We can conceive no case to exist in which it would be of 
more importance to exercise this right than the present, 
nor any in which we can suppose the Representative would 
more willingly acquiesce in the exercise of it. We, there- 
fore, instruct you, that you move for, and endeavour to 
obtain, a resolve of Congress, that the votes given by the 
Colonies on every question agitated in Congress, shall 

-pppear upon the journals thereof; and if such resolve bo 
pond; that you, at the expense of this Province, pro- 
gure copies of the said journals, except such parts thereof 
as iolate to nillitary operations and measures taken to pro- 
eure arms and ammunition, and, from time to time, lay the 
same before the Coiiventions of this Province, showing 
the part you, as Representatives of the Province, take in 
such questions. 
, And we further instruct you to move for, and endeavour 
to obtain, a resolye of Congress, that no person who holds 
any military command,in the Continental, or any Provin- 
cial regulay forces, or marine service, nor any person who 
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holds or enjoys any office of profit undor the Continental 
Congress, or under any Government assumed since the pre« 
sent controversy with Great Britain began, or which shall 
hereafter be assumed, or who directly or indirectly receives 
the profits, or any pait of the profits, of such command or 
office, shall, during the time of his bolding or receiving tho 
same, be cligible to sit in Congress. 

Convention adjourns tH to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o’clock, 


Friday, January 12, 1776, 

Convention met. All Members present, as on yesterday, 
except Mr. Sumucl Chase, Mr. Jordan, Mr. Smith, and 
Mr, Gilpin, The Proceedings of yesterday were 1ead. 

The President communicates to the Convention several 
Resolutions of Congress, which were read, and ordered to 
Jie on the table, 

Mr, Fare has leave of absence. 

Adjourned till three o’clock. 
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Post Merediem. Convention met. 

Mr. Hollyday brings in, and delivers to Mr. President, 
a Report fiom the Committee appointed to prepare and 
report a scheme for the emission of Bills of Credit, to defray 
the expenses of defending this Province, and other pur- 
poses therein mentioned, which was read the first time, and 
ordered to lie on the table, 

A Report from the Committee appointed to receive Pro- 
pole relating to the ostablishment of Manufactories of any 
kind within this Proyince, was .ead and considered ; and, 
thereupon, 

Resolved, That six hundred Pounds, in Bills of Credit, 
ou! of the publick ‘Tvensury, be adyanced to Mr, IilHiam 
IVhetcroft, of the City of Annapolis, for the term of two 
yours, without interest, ho giving bond, with good security, 
to repay the same. The said William Whetcroft to con- 
tract to build und complate, within the space of six months, 
at his own risk, a Rolling, Sheeting, and Slitting Mill, with- 
in twenty miles of Baltimore town, or in any other part of 
the Provinee that this Convention shall appoint, and thers~ 
from to supply the publick, and individuals, with Slit or 
Sheet Tron, at the price the same, at the time of sale there- 
of, can be purchased in Pennsylvania ov Virginia, and 
that it shall newer exceed the sum of thirty-five Pounds, 
common money, per ton, ‘The suid MPilliam Whetcroft also 
to slit, roll, or make into Sheet or Flatted Iron, any quan- 
tity thereof, the property of the publick, brought to the 
said Mill, ut the rate of five Pounds per ton; and any 
quantity thereof, the praperty of private persons, being in- 
habitants of this Province, at the rate of six Pounds per 
ton, if brought to the said Mill. 

Ordered, That no commission issue to Mr. John Tho- 
mas, First Major of the South River Battalion, in Anne 
Arundel County, he having declined that office, or to any 
of the Officers of My. John Burgess’s Company, or to Mr. 
William Gambrill, a Lieutenant of Mr. Johan Boone's 
Company, during the sitting of this Convention, but that 
the same be referred to the Councéof Safety. 


The Convention proceeded to ballot for the rank of Coun- 
ties and Colonels, when the rank was settled as follows: 
Somerset 1; Cecil 2; Dorchester 8; Talbot 4%; Queen 
Anne's 5; St. Mary's 6; Anne Arundel 1; Harford 8 ; 
Baltimore 9; Worcester 10; Prince George's 11; Charles 
12; Kent 13; Caroline 14; Calvert 15; Frederick 16, 
In Somerset County: Colonel George Dashiell, of the 
First Battalion, 1; Colonel Thomas Hayward, 17. 
Cecil County: Colonel Charles Rumsey, 2; Colone) 
John Veazy, 18; Colondl George Jolnson, 80. 
Dorchester: Upper Battalion, 3 ; Lower Battalion, 19, 
elalbot: Colonel Christopher Birkhead, 4, 
Queen Anne’s: Colonel Richard I. Earle, 6; Colonel 
Thomas IWright, 20. 
St. Mary’s: Colonel Jeremiah Jordan, 6; Colonel 
Richard Barnes, Qh. 
Anne Arundel: Colonel John Tall,'1; Colonel Tho- 
mas Dorsey, 22; Colonel John IVeems, 31. 
Harford: Colonel Benjamin Rumsey, 8 ; Colonel Aqui- 
la Hail, 28. 
Baltimore, 9. . 
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Worcester: Colonel Peter Chaille, 10; Colonel Hil- 
liam Purnell, 24. 

Prince George’s: Lower Battalion, 11; Upper Batta- 
lion, 25. 

Charles: Colonel Josias Dawkins, 12; Colonel I¥il- 
liam Harrison, 26. 

Kent, Lower Battalion, 13; Upper Battalion, 27. 

Caroline: Colonel William Richardson, 14; Colonel 
Philip Fiddeman, 28. 

Calvert: Colqnel Benjamin Mackall 4th 15. 

Frederick: Colonel Zadock Magruder, 16; Colonel 
John Murdock, 29; Colonel John Stull, 381; Colonel 
Charles Beatty, 83 ; Colonel Baker Johnson, 34; Colo- 
nel Jacob Good, 35; Colonel Samuel Beall, 36 ; Colonel 
James Johnson, 37. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o’clock. . 


Saturday, January 13, 1776, 

Convention met. All Membeis present, as on yester- 
day. The Pioccedings of yesterday were read. 

On motion, Resolved, That the nomination of Field- 
Officers, for Kent County, be referred to the next session 
of Convention. 

Several Resolutions of Congress were read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

The following persons wore elected by ballot Fiekd- 
Officers to the Militia in Prince George’s County, to 
wits 

The Lower Battalion: Mr. Joseph Sim, Colonel ; Mr. 
Thomas Contec, Lientenant-Colonel; Mr, Dhomas Sim 
Lee, First Major; Mr. Jolin Rogers, Second ; Mr, John 
FA. Priggs, Quartermaster, 

Upper Battalion: Mr, Joshua Beall, Colonel; Mr. Ro- 
bert Tyler, Lieutenant-Colonel ; My. Addison Murdock, 
Virst Major; Mr, George Lee, Second; Mr. William 
Turner [¥ootton, Quartermaster. 

The Convention took into consideration the Report ftom 
the Committee appointed to prepare and report a schome 
for the emission of Bills of Credit, to defiay the expenses of 
defending this Provinee, and other purposes therein men- 
tioned, and came to the following Resolutions thereon : 

That for the defence of this Province, calling in and ex- 
changing the bills of credit emitted by virtue of the Resolves 
of the last Convention, dor the encouragement of Manufac- 
tories within this Province, and for other purposes resolved 
upon in Convention, bills of credit of the denomination of 
dollats and parts of a dollar, te the amount of five hundred 
and thirty five thousand one hundied and eleven dollars 
and one-ninth part of a dollar, be printed and struck with 
all convenient speed, under the caro and direction of such 
persons as shall be appointed by the Council of Safety for 
that purpose, in manner and form following, to wit: 

“This bill of... ++... shall entitle tho bearer 
hereof to receive gold or silver, at the rato of four shillings 
and six ponca, sterling, per dollar, for tho said bill, aecord- 
ing to a Resolve of the Provincial Convention of Mary- 
land, held at the city,of Annapolis, the Th day of De- 
¢ember, 1775.” 

That the plates for striking the said bills of credit, be 
procured to be cut in copper, by some skilful porson in the 
city of Philadelphia, at the expense of this Province, by 
the Deputies of this Province in Congress, or some two of 
them, and shall have such devices and marks as tho said 
Deputies, or such two of them, shall direct, and the num- 
ber and denomination of the said, bills shall bo the following 
and no other, to wit: sixteen thousand bills of eight dol- 
lars ench, sixteen thousand bills of six dollars each, 
sixteen thousand bills of four dollars each, sixtean thou- 
sand bills of two dollars and (wo-third parts of a dol- 
lars each, thirty-two thousand bills of two dollars egch, 
thirly-two thousand bills of ono dollar and one-third part of 
a dollar each, thirty-two thousand bills of ono dollar each, 
thirty-(wo thousand bills of two-third parts of a dollar each, 
forty thousand bills of half'a dollar cach, forty thousand bills 
of one-third part of a dollar each, foity thousand bills of 
one-sixth part of a dollar each, and forty thousand bills of 
one-ninth pait of a dollar each, 

That the said Deputies, or apy two of thom, also pur- 


chase and provide a sufficient quantity of proper paper, on 
* 
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which to print and strike the said bills of credit, and that 
they, or some of them, do, as soon as conveniently may be, 
transmit the said plates and paper to the Council of Safet 
aforesaid, and that the said Council of Safoty do forthwith 
eause tho said bills of credit to be printed and struck, tn- 
der the direction of two discreet and sober freemen of this 
Province, to be by them appointed to that service, who 
shall be callod Supervisors. 

‘That the said Supervisors shall use the best of their care 
and diligence that the said bills, according to their respec- 
tive denominations aforesaid, and according to the manner 
and form aforesaid, be forthwith printed and struck, and 
that the number of any of the denominations thereof be not 
exceeded, nor any clandestine or fiaudulent practice be used 
by the Printer, his apprentices, servants, and others, con- 
cerned in the printing or striking thereof. 

That the Printer, and all his apprentices ond servants, 
which he shall employ in the said work, before he or they 
enter upon the same, take, before some Justice of the Peace, 
in the presence of one or both of the said Supervisors, the 
following oath, to wits ‘1, A. 33, do swear that 1 will uly, 
faithfully, and honestly, perfoim the duty of Printer of the 
bills of credit directed to be printed by a Resolve of the 
Convention of Maryland, held at the city of Annapolis, 
the seventh day of December, seventeen hundred ond 
seventy-five, and that I will not, advisedly, print or stamp 
a gieater number of blank bills of credit than in that Res 
solve mentioned, nor of any other denomination than theroin 
expressed, except such sheets as may be so blotted, un- 
fair, or imporfect in the printing o1 striking thereof, that the 
same shall be unGt for use. So help mo God,” 

‘That the said Printer shall not, by himself, his servants, 
or any other person by him employed, print, stike, stitch, 
or bind, tho said bills, or any of them, but in the presence 
of one or both of tho snid Supervisos. And in every in 
termission of the wok, the said Supervisors shnll safely 
and sccuely lock up the pross and stamps with which the 
work shall be performed, and tho impressions which shail 
be then made, in tho room in whieh the printing and bind- 
ing shall be done, and tho keys of such room shall keep in 
their possession ; and when all the said bills shall be printed 
and struck, the plates shall be delivered hy the Printer to 
the said Supervisors, and by them to tho Convention, or in 
its recess, to the Council of Safety, 

That Charles Tullace, John Daeidies: Nathan Lam. 
mond, Richard Tootell, James Brice, John Brice, Thomas 
Brook Hodgkin, John Duckett, Robert Lloyd Nichols; 
Samuel Sharp, Richard Tilghman, Jun, Henry Ban- 
ning, Peregrine Tilghman, William Perry, Jeremiah 
Banning, and Joseph Brief’, bo signers of the said bills, 

That the said Supervisors, as soon as the said bills shalt 
be printed, struck, stitched, and bound, shall deliver throa~ 
fourth parts thoreof in value to tho Trensurer of the Hest. 
crn Shore, appointed by the last Convention, and the other 
fourth part thereof to the Treasurer of the astern Shore, 
appointed by the last Convention ; and the said ‘Lrensnrors 
shall deliver out to the signers residing on their respective 
Shores, such and so many of the said bills to be immedintaly 
numbered and signed by them, as may bo sufficient to an- 
swer any probable and immediate demand on them for the 
same, not exceeding twelve thousand dollars; and eath of 
the snid bills shal! bd numbered and signed by some two of 
tho said signers, and returned again, after being numbored 
and signed, to the respective Treasurers ; and so, from tima 
to time, shall the suid bills be delivered out, numbered, 
signed, and returned, to the said Treasurers, respectively, 
either of the said Treasurers not keeping by him at any one 
time, ready numbered and signed, more than twelve thou. 
sand dollars. 

That receipts of overy delivery of the said bills, before 
and after tho numbering and signing tho samo, bo given by 
the signers and ‘Treasurers, respectively, cach to the other, 

That the Treasurer of the /Vestern Shore, out of the 
said bills of credit in his hands, pay to exch of tho Supt 
visors two dollars, and two-third parts of a dollar for oféh 
day’s attendance and supervising the said work ; (0 tfe"Db- 
puties who shall procuic the plates and papor {OF piftitiig 
and striking the said bills, so much as thoy ‘shall fay ‘pr the 
same, and for transmitting thenr as afordsaid fant to ther 
Printer, so much as shall be agreed by the Council’ of Safety 
for his sorvices, and for the ink and other matetials, ex- 
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cept paper, necessary for the said work ; and the said Trea- 
surers shail, also, respectively, a to each signer of every 
thousand of the said bills, one dollar and one-third part of 
a dollar for his service. 

That each of the said Treasurers shall retain for his ser- 
vices, at the rate of one-half per centum on all monoys by 
him paid and delivered, and no more. 

‘That torn and defaced bills shall be exchanged at reason- 
able and convenient times 

That the said bills of credit shall be redeemed and sunk 
on of before the first day of January, seventeen hundred 
and eighty-six, by taxes or other legislative provision ; and 
this Convention bind their constituents, and pledge the 
faith of the Province for the redemption of the said bills on 
or before the said fist day of January, seventeen hundred 
and eighty-six. 

That two hundred and sixty-six thousand six hundred 
and sixty-six dollars and two-third parts of a dollar of the 
said bills of credit, so 10 be printed and struck, shall be ap- 
plied to exchange the bills of credit printed and struck by 
virtue of the Resolve of the last Convention of this Pro- 
vince, and that the said Treasurers shall, forthwith, afer 
their receipt of the bills of credit herealier to be printed 
and struck, give publick natice in the newspapers printed 
in this Province, and in several of the newspapers printed in 
Philadelphia and Williamsburgh, that they will give and 
deliver in exchange any number and value of the bills of 
credit hereafter to be printed and stiuck, for the like num- 
ber and value of the bills of credit printed and struck by 
virtue of the Resolve of the last Convention, at such times 
and places as shall be by them appointed for that purpose 5 
and the said ‘Treasurers shall, upon the application of any 
person or peisoas holding any number and value of the 
said former bills of credit, deliver to such person or persons 
the like yalue in the new bills of credit in lieu thereof, at 
such times and places as aforesaid. 

That each of the said Treasurers shall, at tho publick 
expense, provide a fit instrument for cutting a piece of one 
inch square, as near as may be, out of the bills so to be 
brought in and exchanged, and shall, upon his receipt of 
any of the said former bills of credit, in exchange as alore~ 
said, aut aut of every of such bills sa received, one inch 
square, as near as may be, taking caro not to deface the 
denomination thereof, and shall preserve such bills until the 
meeting of the then next Convention, and produce all such 
bills, and also all the former bills of credit remaining in his 
hands, to such Convention, to be destroyed. 

That from and afier the receipt of the said new bills of 
credit by the said Treasurers, respectively, all payments 
which they shall make by virtue oF any resolve of this or 
the last Convention, shall be made in the said new bills of 
credit, and not in the said former bills of credit, 

That the person to be employed in tho cutting the said 
plates for striking the said new bills of credit, if required by 
the said Delegates, or such two'of them as shall agree for 
the same, take an oath, (or affirmation if a Quaker,) that 
he willnot, by himself, his apprentices or servants, make or 
cut, or suffer to be made or cut, any more or other plates 
than those which shall be ordered to be cut by the snid 
Deputies, or some twa of them, in the similitude and like- 
ness of the plates which shall be so ordered to be cut, or 
in the similitude and likeness of any of them, unless re- 
quested so to do by the Convention of this Province, or 
by some authority derived from the said Convention. 

That the Treasurers aforesaid, respectively, be allowed 
to retain, as a satisfaction for their trouble in exchanging 
new bills of credit for the former bills of credit as aforesaid, 
at the rate of one-half per centum for all bills by them so 
exchanged; out of the said new bills of credit, 

That the said bills of crodit which shall be so as afore- 
suid printed and struck, aver and above the said bills hereby 
directed to be applied to exchange the said former bills of 
credit, be applied to tho several purposes resolved on in 
this and the last Convention of this Province, and that tho 
Treasurers pay the same to the orders of the Convention 
or Council of Safety. 

That the said Treasurers, before they receive the said 
blank bills to be printed and struck by virtue of the Re- 
solves of this Convention, shall give bonds, respectively, 
the Treasurer of the Hestern Shore in the penalty of 
twelve thousand pounds sterling, payable td the honoura- 
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ble Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Charles Carroll of 
Carrollton, and Charles Carrall, Bavvister, Esqrs,; and the 
Treasurer of the Eastern Shore in the penalty of four thou- 
sand pounds sterling, payable to the Llonourable Matthew 
Tilghman, Edward Lloyd, and James Lloyd Chanber- 
laine, Usqrs.,with the like conditions ns directed by the 
Resolve of the last Convention; both which bonds shall be 
with sufficient sureties, (0 bo approved of by the obligoes 
therein named, or any two of them, respectively, 

Mr. Buehenan and Mr. Beatty haye leave of absence. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half afer 
nine o’clock, 


Sunday, January 14, 1776, 

Convention met, All Members present as on yestar- 
day, except Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Sudier, Mr, Beatty, Mr. 
Lloyd, Mr, Sim, and Mr. Tyler. . The Proceedmgs of 
yesterday were read. 

The Convention took into consideration the Report from 
the Committce appointed to report resolutions for Raising, 
Clothing, and Vietualling the Forces to be raised in this 
Province, and came to the following Resolutions thereon : 

Resolved, That one Battation of Regular Troops, to be 
composed of one Colonel, one Lieutenant-Colone}, two 
Majors, one Adjutant, one Quartermaster, and nine Com- 
panies, one of which of Light-Infantyy, and also seven In- 
dependent Companies of Regular Troops, two Companies 
of Artillery, aud one Company of Marines, be, immediately 
raised, and paid, and supported, at the expense of this Pro- 
vince, for the defence of the liberties thereof, 

That cach of the said Independent Companies, and Com- 
panios of Artillery, consist of one Captnin, three Licute- 
nants, four Sergeants, four Corporals, one Drummer, ono 
Fifer, and ninety-two Privates, 

That each of the said Companies of tho Battalion, ox- 
cept the Company of Light-Infantry, be composed of one 
Captain, two Lieutenants, one Ensign, four Sergennts, four 
Corporals, ono Drummer, one Filer, and sixty Privates. 

That the Company of Light-Infantry be composed of 
one Captain, three Lieutenants, four Sergaants, four Core 
porals, ono Druamer, one Fifer, and sixty-four Privates ; 
and that the Privates be made up as well by drafts from 
the other Compz:nies of the Battalion as by inlistments, at 
the discretion of the Colonel, or commanding officer, of 
the said Battalidn for the time being, 

That the pay of the said Battation, Independent Com- 
panies, and Marines, by the calendar month, be as follows: 


The Colonel, - ~- - 450 Every Ensign, -~ ~ (16 
For his expenses, - - 80 [Every Sergeant, - 6% 
‘The Lieutenant-Colonel, 40 Every Corporal, - 6 


Every Drummer & 
Fifer, - - . 6 
Surgeon, - - = 40 
20 Surgeons’ Mates, each 20 


For his expenses when 
acting in a separate 
dopartment from the 
Colonel, - = + ~ 


Bach Major, - - = 83% Chaploin, - - ~ 20 
Every Captain, - - - 26% Every Private,- - 5 


Every Lieutenant, - - 18 Clerk to Colonel, - 20 

That the pay of the said Artillery Companies, by the 
calendar month, be as follows: = 
Each Captain, ~ - - 26% Every Sergeant, ~ 6% 
Evory Lieutenant, - - 18} Every Corporal, - 6 

‘That the pay of the Officers, Seamen, and others, (ex- 
cept the Marjnes,) in the pay of this Province, in the Ma- 
vine service, by the calendar month, be regulated hy the 
Council of Safety. 

elhat a Ration consist of one pound of beef or three- 
quarters of a pound of pdrk; one pound of flour or bread 
per man per day; three pints of peas, at six shilling per 
bushel, per week, or other vegetables aquivalent ; one 
quart of Indian meal per week; a gill of vinegar and a 
gilhof molasses per man per day ; a quart of cider, small 
beer, or a gill of ram per man per day; three pounds of 
eandles for one hundred men per week, for guards; twen- 
ty-four pounds of soft soap, or eight pounds of hard soap, 
for one hundred men per week, 

‘That the forces employed in the Land sorvice be entitled 
to the following rations, to wit: Colonel 6, Lieutenant-Col+ 
onel 5, Major 4, Captain 3, Subnitern 2, Staff 2, non+ 
Commissioned or Private 1, 

That the allowance to the Officers and Men employed 
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in the Marine service be such as may be hereafter settled 
by the Council of Safety. 

That the following persons be Officers of the said forces, 
to wit: 

Of the Battalion: William Smallwood, Esq., Colonel ; 
Francis Ware, Esq., Licutenant-Colonel ; Thomas Price, 
Esq, First Major; Mordecai Gist, Esq., Second Major. 

First Company: John Eawkins Stone, Captain; Da- 
niel Bowis, irst Lieutenant; John Kidd, Second Licu- 
tenant; Benjamin Chambers, Ensign. . i 

Secoud Company: (William [yde, Captain; Benjamin 
Ford, First Lieutenant, John Beanes, Second Lieutenant ; 
Henry Gaither, Ensign. : ri. 

Third Company: Barton Lucas, Captain; FVilliam 
Sterrett, First Lieutenant; Alevander Rovburgh, Second 
Lieutenant; William Ridgely, Mnsign. 

Fourth Company: Thomas Ewing, Captain; Joseph 
Butler, First Lieutenant; Joseph Baxter, Second Licu- 
tenant; Edward Praul, Ensign. 

Fifth Company: Nathaniel Ramsey, Captain; Levin 
Winder, First Lieutenant; Alecander Murray, Second 
Lieutenant; Walker Muse, Ensign. 

Sixth Company: Peter Adams, Captain; Nathaniel 
Ewing, First Liewenant; David Plunicett, Second Lieu- 
tenant; John Jordan, Ensign. 

Seventh Company: Johar Day Scott, Captain; Thomas 
Tlarwood, son of Thomas, First Lieutenant; Thomas 
Goldsmith, Second Lieutenant; James Peale, Mnsign. 

Eighth Company: Samuel Suith, Captain; James 
Campbell, First Lieutenant; Joseph Lord, Socond Liou- 
tenants Bryan Philpot, Ensign. : 

Company of Light Infantry: George Stricker, Cap- 
tain; Thomas Smyth, Jun,, First Lieutonant; James IRing- 
gold, Second Lieutenant; Latch Dent, Third Lieutenant, 


Of the Independent Companies. 

First Company: Rezin Beall, Captain; Bennett Bracco, 
First Lieutenant; John Halkerston, Second Lieutenant; 
Daniel Jenifer Adams, Third Licutenant, 

Second Company: John Gunby, Captain ; Uriah Vor. 
rest, Vivst Lieutenant; William Bowie, Second Lieute- 
nant; Benjamin Brooks, Third Lieutenant. 

Third Company: John Watkins, Captain; Moses 
Chaille, First Lieutenant ; Solomon Long, Second Liou- 
tenant; Ely Dorsey, ‘Vhivd Lieutenant. . 

Hourth Company: Jomes Lindman, Captain; F¥illiam 
Goldsborough, First Lieutenant; Archibald Anderson, 
Second Licutenant; Edward Hindman, Third Lieutenant, 

Fifth Company: John Allon Thomas, Captain; John 
Steward, First Lieutenant ; John Davidson, Second Licu- 
tenant; ITenry Neale, Third Lieutenant. 

Sixth Company: Lemuel Barrett, Captain; Thomas 
Woolford, First Lieutenant ; John Eccleston, Second Lieu- 
tenant; Looper IIudson, ‘Vhird Licutenant. 

Seventh Company: Mdward Veazy, Se te William 
Harrison, Fivst Licutenant ; Sanuel 1 Wright, Second 
Lieutenant; Ldward De Courey, Third Lieutenant. 

Company of Artillery at Baltimore Town: Nathaniel 
Smith, Capwin; MWifiam Woolsey, Virst Lieutenant ; 
Alewander Furnival, Second Licutenant; George Kee- 
pott, Third Lieutenant. 


_ Company of Artillery at Annarotts. 

That Charjes Wallace, sq., be Paymaster of all the 

Land Forces (and Marines, when in Jand service, raisod or 
to be raised in this Province, in the pay thereof, and shall 
be entitled to the pay of forty dollars per calendar month. 
» That Gabriel Duvall, Esq.3 be Mustermaster of tho 
said Land Forces and Commissary of all warlike stores ap- 
propriated for tho usa af the regular service of this Pro- 
vince ; and shall bo entitled to ho pay of fifty dollars per 
calendar mouth. ° 

That commissions issue to all the said Officers, in the 
forms presoribed by this Convention ; and that any of the 
suid Officers may bo suspended from the exercise of their 
offices, respectively, or displaced, and new commissions 
may issue to any other person, at the will and pleasure 
of this or any future Convention, or, in the recess of Con- 
vention, by the Council of Safety, in the-name and by 
the authority of the Convention 5 and, in case of the death 
of any Officer, or on his refusal to act, ome other person 
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may be appointed, and, as aforesaid, commissioned in his 
stead by the Convention or Council of Snfety. 

That Reeruiting Orders be delivered to each Captain in 
the Battalion of the Independent Companies, and Compa- 
nies of Autillery and Mariuos, together with his commis- 
sion, as follows: 

Instructions for Inlisting Men in the Service of Manx- 
LAND, 

1, You are to inlist no man who is not shle-bodied, 
healthy, and a good maicher, nor such whose attachment 
to the liberties of America you have cause to suspect. 
Young, hearty, robust men, who are tied by birth, or fa- 
mily connexions, or property, to this country, and are well 
practised in the use of fire-arms, are, by much, to be pre- 
ferred. 

2. You will have great regard to moral charactor, so- 
briety in particular, 

8. You are not to inlist any servant imported, nor, with- 
out the leave of the master, any apprentice. 

4, Those who engage in the serviee shall he inlisted 
according to the form prescribed by this Conyention. 

5. You shall appoint such men Sergeants and Corpo- 
rals as recommend themsol ves by their ability, aetivity, and 
diligence ; and you are, also, to appoint the Diummer and 
Fifer to your Company, 

6. You will use all diligenco in completing your Com- 
pany, and report (if a Captain in the Battalion) to your 
Colonel, (if a Captain in an Jndepondent Company, or in 
the Artillery, or Marines,) to the Prouneil of Safety. 

7. You are to be allowed seven shillings and six pence 
per week for tho subsist of recruits, till they ariive at their 
station. 

8, You will take notice that the Colonel of the Batta- 
lion, ov a Field-Officer to ho appointed hy him, is to in- 
spect your men, and reject such as do not answer to your 
instructions. ‘ 

9. You shall bo allowed seven shillings and six panee 
for every man you iulist, who shall ba past, an inspection, 
as oflvctive, besides the subsist money mentioned before, 
and your pay. 

16, You will farnish tho suboiterns of your Company 
with a copy of these instructions, who are to exert them- 
selves in recruiting. 

By order : G, Duvann, Clerk, 
Tow. sso oy Captninof thacvees a 

That all non-Cammissioned Officers and Privates of 
the said Battalion, Independent Companies, and Compa- 
nies of Artillery and Marinos, be inlisted by thair volun- 
tarily subscribing an engagement in tho following words, 
to wit: ' Wo, whose names are heroto subscribed, do vor 
Juntarily inlist ourselves Soldiers, (or Matrosses, or in the 
Marines, as the case may happon to be,) to serve as such 
during the present dispute between Great Britain and 
America, unless sooner discharged by order of the Cons 
vention, or Council of Safety, of Maryland, for tho time 
being, hereby subjecting oursclyes to such rules and regue 
Jations as are or shall be mado hy the Convention of Ma, 
ryland for regulating and governing the forces in the pay 
of this Province. Witness our hands,” , 

That all non-Commissioned Seamen and Landsmen, re« 
tained in the pay of this Provinee for the Naval service, 
shall be entered by their voluntarily subscribing the fol- 
lowing engagement, to wit: ‘We, whoso names are 
subsciibed, do voluntarily enter ourselves as Seamen, (or 
Landsmen, as the casa may be,) in the naval service of the 
Province af Maryland, for the full term of six months next 
following, unless sooner discharged by order of the Con- 
yention, or Couneil of Safoty, of Maryland, or by the cap- 
tain orother chief officer of the ship or vessel in which 
we may be employed; hereby subjecting ourselves to such 
rules and regulations as ave or shall be made by the Con- 
vention of this Province for regulating and govaming the 
forees in the pay thereof, Witness our hands, the dates 
affixed to our names, respectively.” oe 

That one month’s pay be advanced to each parsonswha 
shall be so inlisted or entered as aforesaid, and thaixover 
and above the pay of the non-Commissioned Offiesrs-anitl 
Privates of the Battalion, Independents Conspanies, >and 
Companies of Astillory and Marines, anch caf them be 
yearly found and allowed, at thé expense of this Province, 
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anew hat, short coat, waistcoat, pair of breeches, and 
hunting-shirt ; and out of their pay there may be reasonable 
stoppages for necessary shirts, shoes, and stockings. 

‘heat the uniform of the Land Forces’and Marines be 
hunting-shirts; the hunting-shirts of the Marines to be 
blue, and those of the Land Forces to be of other colours. 

That the ordinary stations of the said Land Forces be as 
follow : 

That five Companies of the said Battalion, together with 
the Campany of Light Infantry, be stationed at the City 
of Annapolis, and the other three Companies thereof at 
Baltimore town, 

That five Compunies of the troops, to consist of one 
hundred men each, be allotted for the Eastern Shore. 

That one Company thereof be stationed in Worcester 
County; one Company thereof in Somerset County ; one 
Company thereof in Dorchester County ; one Company 
thereof in Talbot County; and that one-half of the re- 
maining Company thereof be stationed in Queen Anne’s 
County, and the other half in Kent County. 

That one Company of the remainder of the said troops, 
to consist of one hundred-imen each, be stationed in St. 

Mary’s County ; and that one-half of the other Company 
be stationed in Calvert County, and the other half in 
Oharles County. 

One Company of Artillery at the City of Annapolis, 
and the other at Baltimore town, 

But the Council of Safety may, in their discretion, more 
particularly point out the stations of any of tho said Inde- 
pendent Companies or Companies of Artillery; or may, 
a time to time, order any of the said Companies to 
change their stations with each other; or, in case of urgent 
neoessity, may change the stations of, or order any of 
the forces in the puy of this Province to join and act 
together, or order any part of the said forces to the relief 
or assistance of the Colony of Virginia, the three lower 
Counties on Delaware, or Province of Pennsylvania; the 
said Council of Safety, in the recess of Convention, having 
the supreme direction of the said troops. 

That the Council of Safety contract for supplying the 

rations for the said Land Forces on the best terms, the con- 
tractors giving good and sufficient security to comply with 
their contracts, 
' That every Field and Commissioned Officer in the Land 
Forces shall, within one month after the acceptance of his 
commission, and -before he shall receive any pay as an 
Officer, before some one of the Council of Safety, or some 
Justice of the Peace, take and subscribe an oath, which 
shall be endorsed and certified on the back of his commis- 
sion, in the following words, to wit: “I, A. B., do swenr, 
that I will well and truly execute my office according to 
the within commission, and the trust reposed in me, accord- 
ing to the best of my power and ability; and that I will 
disband and lay down my arms whenever I shall be or- 
dered so to do by the Convention of Maryland for the 
time being, or any authority derived under it. So help 
me God.” 

That the Council of Safety, or any one member thereof, 
on the application of any person who is detained as having 
entered or been jnlisted as aforesaid in the service of this 
Province, or on the application of any person in his be- 
half, within twenty days after his having been detained as 
aforesaid, may and shall, with all convenient speed, inquire 
and exaining into the manner of such entering or inlist- 
ment; and, if it shall appear that such person did not 
enter or inlist voluntarily, or was fraudulently induced to 
enter or inlist, then the Council of Safety, or such mem- 
ber thereof as aforesaid, shall discharge such person. 

‘That such of the said forces as the said Council of Safety 
shall approve, be armed with rifles, and the residue of them 
be armed and accoutred, as soldiers are usually armed and 
accoutred, with the publick arms already belonging to this 
Province, and arms to be provided at the publiclc expense, 
as soon as they can be procured; and, in the mean time, 
such who cannot be provided with publick arms may use 
their own fire-locks; and every man who shall find his 
own rifle shall be allowed, at tho rate of twenty shillings 

by the year, for the use thereof; and those who shall find 
other fire-locks for their own use shall be allowed, oach, at 
the rate of fifteen shillings per year, for the use of such 
fire-locks. 
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That, if any officer or soldier of tho Regular Forces, Mi- 
nute-Men, or Militia, in the service of this Province, shall 
lose a limb, or be otherwise maimed or hurt, so as to be 
rendered incapable of earning a livelihood, this Province 
will make provision for tho comfortable support of such 
officer or soldier. 

That such sums of money, as may be necessary to pro- 
vide houses for the said troops during the winter season, 
be, by the permission and allowance of tho Council of 
Safety, advanced, out cf the Treasuries of the respectiva 
Shores on which stich troops are stationed, by the com- 
manding officer of the said Battalion and Captains of the 
said Independent Companies, to be by them, respectively, 
laid out in providing the said houses. 

That the said Treasurers, respectively, keep account of 
such moneys, charging the said City of Annapolis, Town 
of Baltimore, and Counties aforesaid, with the sums of 
money respectively advanced for the purposc§ aforesaid ; 
which sums of money shall, hereafter, be assessed upon the 
said City, Town, and Counties, to which the same are, re- 
spectively, advanced, above the proportion of the said City, 
Town, and Counties, in the general tax, 

That such bedding, and covering, and fuel, ag the Coun- 
cil of Safety shall judge fit and proper, be provided for the 
said troops, at the Pisyinclel expense. : 

That proper tents and enmp utensils be prpvided by thé 
Council of Safety for the said troops, at the oxpense of 
this Province, the snid tents to be used as soon as the seam 
son will permit. 

Mr. Johnson brings in and delivers to Mr. President a 
Report from the Committee appointed to report Rules and 
Regulations for the government of the Forces to be raised 
in this Province; which was read, and considered, and 
agreed to, as follows: , 


Rules for regulating and governing the Forces to be raised 
and employed in the service of the Province of Manx- 
LAND. 

FOR THU LAND FORCES, 

An, 1. It is earnestly recommended te all officers and 
soldiers to attend Divine service, when their situation will 
permit; and all officers and soldiers who shall behave irre- 
verently at any place of Divine worship, shall, if commis- 
sioned officers, be brought before a Court-Martial, there to 
be publickly ang severely reprimanded by the President; 
if a non-commissioned officer or soldier shall so offend, he 
shall, for the first offence, forfeit one day’s pay, and for the 
second, and every after offence, he shall not only forfeit the 
like sum, but be confined for any time not exceeding twen- 
ty-four hours. 

2, Whatever commissioned or non-commissioned officer 
or soldier shall use any profane oath or oxecration, shall 
incur the penalties expressed in the preceding article, And 
whatsoever commissioned or non-commissioned officer or 
soldier shall piactise any species of gaming, shall pay such 
fine o suffer such punishment as may be adjudged, : 

8, Any officer or soldier who shall behaye himself wits 
contempt or disrespect towards the Colonel or other chief 
officer of the Jand forces in the pay of this Province, or 
shall speale false words, tending to his hurt or dishonour, 
shall be punished according to the nature and degree of 
his offence, 

4, Any officer or soldier who shall utter any words 
tending to raise a mutiny, or shall endeavour to cause any 
mutiny or make any mutinous assemblies, shall be pu« 
nished according to the nature and degree of” his offence. 

5. Any officer or soldier who shall excite, cause, or join 
in, any actual mutiny in the battalion, or in any company 
in the pay of this Provineg, or in any party, post, detach- 
ment, or guard, shall suffer death, or such other punish- 
ment as may bo adjudged. 

6, Any officer or soldier who, being present at a mu< 
tiny, does not use his utmost endeavours to suppress the 
same, or, coming to the knowledge of any mutiny or in- 
tended mutiny, does not, without delay, give information 
thereof to his commanding or some superior officer, shall be 
punished according to the nature and degree of his offence: 

7. Any officer or soldier who shall strike his superior 
officer, or draw, or offer to draw, or shall lift up any wea- 
pon, or offer any violence ggainst him, being in the execu- 
tion of his office, or shall disobey any lawful commands of 
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his superior officer, shall suffer suck punishment as shall 
be adjudged. 

8. Any officer or soldier who shall desert to the enemy, 
and afterwards be retaken, shall suffer death, or such other 
punishment as may be adjudged. 

9. Any non-commissioned officer or soldier who shall 
desert, or, without leave from his commanding officer, ab- 
sent himself from the company to which he belongs, or 
from any detachment of which he is one, shall ba punished 
according to the nature of his offence. 

106, Whatsoever officer or soldier shall be convicted 
of having advised or persuaded any other officer or sol- 
dier to desert, shall suffer such punishment as shall jo ad- 


judged. 


11. All officers, of what condition soever, shall have 
power to part and quell all quarrels, frays, and disorders, 
and order offenders to be arrested and confined till their 
proper supevior officer shall be acquainted therewith ; and 
whosoever shall refuse to obey such officer, (though of an 
inferior rank,) or shall draw his sword upon him, shall be 
punished according to the nature of his offence, 

12. No officer or soldier shall use any reproachful or 

provoking speeches or gestures to another, nor shall pre- 
sume tosend a challenge to any person to hght a ducl; and 
whosoever shall, knowingly or willingly, suffer any person 
whatsoever to go forth to fight a duel, or shall second, 
promote, or carry any challenge, shall be deemed u princi- 
pal; and whatsoever officer or soldier shall upbraid another 
for refusing a challenge, shall, also, bo considered as a 
challenger; and all such offenders, in any of these or such 
like cases, shall be punished according to the nature of his 
offence. 
, 13. Any officer commanding in quarters, or on a march, 
shall keep good order, and to the utmost of his power re- 
dress all ’such abuses or disorders which may be committed 
by any officer or soldier under his command ; if upon any 
complaint made to him of officers or soldiers benting, or 
otherwise ill-treating, any person, or of committing any 
kind of riot, to the disquieting of the inhabitants, the 
said commander who shall refuse or omit to seo justice 
done on the offender or offenders, and reparation made to 
the party or parties injured, as far as the offender's wages 
will enable him or them, shall, upon due proof thereof, be 
punished in such manner as if he, himself, had committed 
the crimes or disorders complained of. 

14. If any officer or soldier should think himself wronged 
by his Captain or comminding officer, and shall, upon ap- 
plication to him, be refused redress, he may complain to 
the Colonel or commanding officer of the said battalion to 
obtain justice, who is hereby required to examine into the 
said complaint, and see that justice be done. 

15. Whatsoever non-commissioned officer or soldier shall 
sell, or designedly, or through neglect, wasto, the ammuni- 
tion, arms, or other military stores or provisions delivered 
out to him, to be used or employed in the servico, shall, if 
an officer, be reduced to a private sentinel, and if a private 
soldier, shall suffer such punishment as shall be adjudged. 

16, Any non-commissioned officer or soldier who shall 
be found one mile from his station, or tho camp, without 
leave, in writing, from7tis commanding officer, shall suffer 
such punishment as shall be adjudged. 

17. No officer or soldier shall be out of his quarters or 
camp without leave from the commanding officer, upon 
penalty of being punished according to the nature of his 
offence. 

18, Every non-commissioned officer and soldier shall 
repair to his quarters or tent at the beating of the retreat, 
in default of which he shall bespunished according to We 
natute of his oflence, 

19. No officer, non-commissioned officer, or soldier, 
shall fail of repairing, at the time fixed, to the placd of pn- 
rade or exercise, or other rendezvous appointed by the 
commanding officer, if not alec by sickness or sdine 
other nécessity, or shall go fiom the said placo of rendez~ 
yous, or from his guard, without loave from his commands 
ing officer, before he shell be regularly dismissed or re~ 
lieved, on penalty of being punished “according to the 
nature of his offence. 

20: Whatsoever commissioned officer shall be found 
drunk on his guard, party, or other duty under arms, shall 
be eashiered for it; dny non-commissioned officer or sol~ 


dier so offending, shall suffer such punishment as shall be 
adjudged, 

2L. Whatsoever sentinel shall be found sleeping upon 
his post, or shall leayo it before he shall be regularly 
by shall sufler such punishment as shall be adjudg- 
ed. 

22, Any person belonging (o the Provincial forces, who, 
by discharging of fire-arms, beating of drums, or by any 
olher means, whatsoever, shal] oceasion falso alarins in 
catnp or quarters, shall sufler such punishment as shall be 
adjudged. 

23. Any officer or soldier who shall, without urgent 
necessity, or without Jeave of his superior officer, quit his 
platoon or division, shall be punished according to the 
nature of his offence, 

24, No oflicer or soldier shall do violence, or offer any 
insult or abuse to any person who shall bring provisions or 
other necessaies to any camp or quarters; dry oflicer or 
soldier so offending, shall suffer such punishment as shall 
be adjudyed. 

25. Whatsoever oflicer or soldiar shall shamefully aban- 
don his post in the time of an engagement, shall suffer 
death immediately. 

26, Whatsoever officer or soldier shall shamefully aban~ 
don any post committed to his chargo, or shall induce any 
other persons so to do, shall suffer death, or such other 
punishment as shall be adjudged, 

‘27. Any person of, or belonging to, tho said foraas, how 
shall make known the watchword to any person who is not 
entitled to receive it, according to the rules and diselplina 
of war, or shall presume to give a parole or watchword 
different from what he received, shall suffer death, or such 
other punishment as shall bo adjudged, 

28, Whosoever of, or belonging to, tho said forces, shall 
relieve the enemy with money, victuals, or ammunition, or 
shall knowingly harbour or protoct an enemy, shall sufler 
such punishment as shall be adjudged. 

29. Whosoever of, or belonging to, tha said forces, shall 
be convicted of holding a treacherous correspondence with, 
ar of giving intelligonce to, tho enemy, either directly or 
indirectly, shall suffor death, or such other punishment as 
shall bo ndjudged. 

30. If any officer or soldier shall leavo his post or ca- 
lours, at the time of an sapekeniants to go in search of 
plunder, ho shall suffer such punishment as muy bo ad 
judged. i 

81. If any commander of any post, intrenchment, or 
fortress, shall be compolled by the oflicers or soldiers under 
his command to surrendor it to the enemy, or abandon it, 
tho offenders shall suder death, of such other punishment 
as may be adjudged. 

82. If any porson shall use menacing words, signs or 
gestures, in the presence of any Court-Martial, when sits 
ting, or shall cause any disorder or riot, so as to disturb theix 
proceedings, he shall be punished at the discrotion of such 
Court-Martial. 

83. To the end that ofendors may be brought to justico, 
whenover any officer or soldier shall commit a crime de 
serving punishment, he shall, by his commanding ofjcor, 
if an officer, be put in arrest; if a non-commissioned offi- 
cer or soldier, be imprisoned till he shall be cither wied 
by « Court-Martial, or shall ba lawfully discharged by pro 
per authority. 

84, No officer or soldier, who shall bo put in arrest or 
imprisonment, shall continue in his confinement more than, 
cight days, or till such time as a Court-Martial can he con= 
yeniently assembled, 

35. No officer commanding a guard, or provost martial, 
shall refuse to receive or keep any prisoner delivered into 
his charge by an officer belonging to the said forces ; the 
officer, at tho same fime, delivering an necusation signed 
by himsolf, of tho crime with which tho said prisoner is 
charged. ' 

36. No officer commanding a guard, or provost martial, 
shall presume to release any prisoner committed to, bis 
charge, without proper authority for so doing ; nor aliallgbe, 
sufler any prisoner to escape, on the penalty of being par, 
nished for it as may he adjudged, ge wt 

37, Every officer or provost martial, to whose charge. 
any prisoner shall be committed, is hereby, required, withe- 
in twenty-four hours after such commitment, of a8 soon as, 
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he shall be relieved from his guard, to give, in writing, to 
the Colonel, or commanding ollicer of the prisoner, his 
name and crime, and the name of the oflicer who commit~ 
ted him, on the penalty of being punished for his negloct 
as may be adjudged. . 

88. Whatsoever commissioned officer shall leave his con- 
finement before he is set at liberty by the officer who con- 
fined him, or by a superior power, shall be cashicred for it. 
2 89, Whatsoaver commissioned officer shall behave in a 
scandalous, infamous manner, such as is unbecoming the 
character of an officer and gentleman, shall be dischargoct 
frou the service, 

40, The officer commanding the said battalion, aud evary 
officer commanding a company not of the said battalion, 
shall, upon notice given to him by the Commissary of Mus- 
ters, assemble the battalion or company, under his command, 
in tho next convenient place for their being mustered, 
which shall be done of the said battalion once in six weoks 
at least, and of the said other forces once in ten weeks at 
least. 

41. Every Ficld-Officer, or other officer, commanding 
any corps, and actually residing with it, may givo furloughs 
to officers and soldiers of his corps, as he shall judge to be 
most consistent with the good of the service; but no ofli- 
cer or soldier shall be absent above twenty days in six 
months; nor shall more than one officer and two private 
men be absent at the same time fiom any one company, 
excepting some extraordinary occasion shall require it. 

42, At evory muster, the commanding officer of the said 
battalion then present, or the captain of commanding offi- 
cer of the said companies, not of tho battalion then present, 
shall give to the Commissary of Musters certificates of the 
musters signod by hinsell, signifying how long such officers, 
non-commissioned officers, aud soldiers, who shall not ap- 
paar at the yaid tnuster, have been absent, and the reason 
of their absence, which reason, and the time of absence 
shall be inserted in the muster-rolls, opposite to tho re- 
spective names of such absentees; and the said certificate, 
together with the muster-rall, shall be, by the said Com- 
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50. No officer commanding in any camp, gatrison, 
fort, or station, shall Iny any duty or imposition upon, or 
be interested in tha salo of any victuals, liquors, or other 
necossarics of life, or merchandise which are brought or 
offered for sale for the use of the soldiers, nor shall res 
ceive or bave any gratuity or reward for any licenso to any 
sutler, on pendlty of being discharged from the service, 

61. Any commissioned officer who shall be guilty of any 
fraud or embezzlement, sball forfeit all his pay due at the 
time of bis conviction, mako restitution, and be discharged 
from the service. 

52, Any non-commissioned officer or soldier, who shall 
embezzle or destroy ammunition, provisions, tools, ‘or any’ 
other thing belonging to the publick stores, sball be pu» 
nished as may be adjudged, 

53. Any oflicer or soldier, who shall wilfully, or through 
negligence, disobey any general or special orders, shall be 
punished as may be adjudged. be * 

54. That no General Court-Martial shall consist of a less 
number than thirteen, neno of whom shall be of a Jess de« 
gree than a commissioned officer, and tho President shall 
be a Field-Ofticer ; which General Court-Martial shall be’ 
appointed, when and as often as occasion shall raquire, by 
the Council of Safety, or the Colonel or commanding offi~ 
cer of the said battalion; and the President shall adminis- 
ter an oath to the other members of the same Court, and 
the membor next in rank to the President shall administer 
an onth to him, before the said Court shall proceed to de~ 
tormine or hear any case, in the words following, to wits 
“Yon, A. B., do swear, that you will well and truly try, 
and impartially determine the cause of the prisoner now to 
be tried, according to the rules for regulating and governing 
the forces in the sorvice of this Province, So help you 
God.’ Provided, That when any person is to, be tried 
for his life, the Counoil of Safety shall appoint twehty-four 
members at least, two of which to be Field-Officerg, and ten 
at least to be Captains, out of n list of whom the offender 
may strike all above the number of filteen, leaving at lenst 
one Pield-Officer and five Captains ; and sentence of daath 


missary, transmitted to the Council of Safety within twen- -shall not be pronounced, unless twelve of the Court-Mar- 


ty days next after such muster being taken, on failure 
whereof, the Commissary so offending shall be discharged 
from the service. 

48. Every officer, who shall sign o false certificate re- 
lating to the absence of officers, or non-commissioned offi- 
cers, or pri vate soldiers, shall be cashiered. 

44, Every officer who shall knowingly make a false 
muster of any man, and any officer or Commissary, who 
shall sign, allow or return the mustey-rolls wherein such 
false muster is contained, knowing the fulsity thereof, shall 
be cashiered, nnd forfeit all such pay as may he due to him 
at the time of his conviction of such offence. 

- 45. Any Commissary, who shell take any gift or gratuity, 
on the false mustaring of the said battalion, or any compa- 
ny, ov for signing any muster-roll, shall be displaced, and 
forfeit his pay, as in the preceding article. 

46. Any officer, who shall prosume to muster any per- 
son as a soldier, who at other times is accustomed to wear 
a livery, or who does not actually do his duty as a soldier, 
shall be deemed guilty of having mado a false muster, and 
suffer accordingly. . 

* 47. The commanding officer of every corps, or of any 
gartison in the service aforesaid, or at any station of any of 
the said forces shall, in the beginning of every month, 
transmit to the Counail of Safety at exact return of the 
state of the troops under his command, specifying the 
names of (he officers not then residing at their posts, and 
the reason for, and time of, their absence. And whoever 
shall, through neglect or design, omit sending such returns 
shall be punislied as may be adjudged, ; 

- 48: No person shall be allowed to suttle at aby camp or 
station, or, to any party or detachment of the said forces, 
before he shalt have obtained a license from the commanc- 
re — thereal, bod shall also have subscribed these 

UIes. 

_ 49. No sutler shall be permitted (o sell any kind of 
liquor, or victualyov ta keep his honge oy shop open, for the 
entertainment of soldicra, after nine o'clock at vight, or 
before beating the reveilles, or upon Sundays, between the 
houts of ten and one o’clock, an penalty of being disthiss- 
od from all foture suttling, ' arene 


tial concur in such sentence. 

55. That no Inferior Court-Martial shall consist of a 
less number than five commissioned officers, unless in such 
eases where that number cannot be conveniently assembled, 
when three shull be suflicient ; but no person on or against 
whoin the offenée is alleged to haye been committed, shall 
be a member of any Court-Martial for tho trial thereof; 
and in such eases where three, for that reason, eannot bo 
had of the same corps, garrison, party, or station, of the 
offender, then with those who are competent of that corps, 
guivison, party, or station, and the next most convenient 
thereto; such Inferior Court-Martial shall be constituted 
of five members at least, 

58, Thot all Inforior Court-Martials shall be appointed 
by the Colonel or commanding officer of the battalion, 
corps, garrison, party, or station, to which the offender bes 
longs, and the mombors thoreof shall take the same oath, 
to be administered in liko manner as the members of a Ge- 
neval Court-Martial, 

51, That every Court-MartialS§dministor an oath to 
every witness produced before tham in the following words, 
to wit: You do swear, that the evidence you shall give 
in the case in hearing, shall be the truth, the whole truth} 
and hothing but the truth, So help you Gtod.” 

58. ‘That the members of every Court-Martial shall take 
the same rank as they hold in the Army, and sliall behave 
themselyes with culmness, decency, and moderation, and, 
in*giving in their votes, shall begin with tha lowest in com 
mission ; and the sentence of the Court shall be given ace 
cording to the majority of Fotes, except in capital oases, as 
before mentioned. 

g9. Chat in all tals of Field-Ofticers, two-thirds of thé 
number that constitute the Court-Martial shall be of the 
degreo of a Captain at least. 

GO. That no person shall suffer death under any article, 
unless the pala of death is expressly annexed by such article 
to his crime, nor shall any person be punished for any crime 
or offence, except for shamefully abandoning his post in an 
engagement, until he shall be convicted thereof by a Ge- 
neral or {nferior Court-Martial, 

‘GL, That no Inferior Couit-Martial shall bé competent 
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to pass sentence for any greater punishment on a commis- 
stoned officer, than a pecuniary find, not exceeding twelve 
dollars, ar reprimand, ov concession, or to ask pardon 3 or on 
a non-commissioned officer or soldier for a greater punish- 
ment, than a pecuniary fine, not exceeding half a month’s 
pay, or for five days’ close imprisonment, or for whipping 
on the bare back nat exceeding filtcen lashes. 

62, That in all cases whare the sentence is discretionary, 
no Gengral Court-Martial shall adjudge the offender, if a 
commisgioned officer, to suffor any greater punishment than 
a fine or forfeiture of his pay to the amount of ten pounds, 
to make proper concessions, ov to ask pardon, to be repri- 
manded or cashiered, or discharged from the service ; or if 
the offender be a nan-commissioned officer or private, a 
forfeiture of his pay for one mouth, or a fine to the value 
thereof, close imprisonment not exceeding ten days, or 
whipping with thirty-nine Jashes on the bare back, and 
drumming put of thercompany, ; 

63. No sentence of death shall be executed on any 
oflender before the proceedings shall be certified to, and 
approved hy, the Couneil of Safety, who may, in their 
discretion, pardon the offender; nor shall any sentence 
of a General or Inferior Court-Martial for whipping, ba 
executed before the same shall be made known to, and ap- 
proved by, the commanding officer of the battalion, coi ps, 

‘ gatuison, or station, to which the offender belongs, and 
such commanding officer may, in his discretion, remit such 
punishment. : 

64, All fines shall bo paid into (he hands of such per- 
sons as shall be directed by the Court-Martial that set the 
same, and shall be applied to the relief of the sick of tho 
campany to which the offender belongs. 

65, That these Rules shall be openly and distinctly read 
at the head of every, corps, garrison, company, or prt of a 
company, stationed at any ono place, oneo at least, in every 
month, under the penalty of twenty pounds on the officur 
commanding such corps, garrison, company, or part of a 
company, 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock, 


Monday, January 16, 1776. 
‘Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday. 
The Proceedings of yesterday were rend. 

Ordered, That Mr, Richard Ridgely qualify himself og 

‘Clerk Assistant to the Convention, by taking tho onth of 
* office’ and secrecy, as directed to be tuken by the Clark. 

A Certificate of said Ridgely’s qualification was pro- 
duced and filed. 

Resolved, That this Convention is willing and desirous 
to contribute all the assistance in their power to the roliof 
of their sister Colonies; and as this Convention is informed 

that the Counties of Accomack and Northampton are in 
need of assistance, 

Resolved, That the Minute Company in Dorchester 
County, commanded by Captain Joseph Robson, and tho 
Minute Company in Queen Anne’s County, commanded 
by Captain James Kent, and the Minute Campany in Kent 
County, commanded Ey Captain William Henry, immedi- 
ately marsh to Accomack and Northampton Counties, in 
-Pirginia, to the assistanco of the inhabitants there ; anil 
that if any of the men belonging to either of the said com- 
panies cannot go on this occasion, then the full number to 

_ 9 made up hy such volunteers as may offer for this par- 
“dicular service. ‘ 
yiahat cach private be allowed for his subsistence an his 
imaroh, one-sixth part of a dollar por day, und the oficdrs 
ie pa 
. That Yelverton Peyton Prodart be appointed Commis- 
sary, lo provide subsistence for the said companies whilst on 
their station, and that seven hundred Pounds, common tho- 
ney ber paid into his hands hy the ‘Tveasurer of the Mas- 
tern Shore, to he applied for that. purpose, ho giving bond, 
payable to the President, In the penalty of uwelve hundred 
pounds, current monay, conditioned far the faithful oxpen- 
diture of the same, and rendering an account and payment 
_ of the balance, if any, thereof, 

That-the Committee of Obsorvation for Kent County, 
furnish such of the publick arms tn their possession as may 
be necessary to arm such men of the said Minute Compa- 

Fourru Sertus,—-Vou. ty, : 
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nies as have not good arms of theiy own; and if there shall 
not be sufficient of the publick arms in the possession of the 
said Commitice, then it is earastly recommended to the 
Committees of Observation for the'said Counties of Dor- 
chester, Queen Anne's, und Kent, and of the adjacent Court 
ties, to borrow such arms fiom the inhabitants of the said 
Countios as may be necessary to ain) the seid companios.; 
which arms, so borrowed, shall be valued, and a reecipt 
passed therefor, to the ond that the owners may be paid for 
the same by this Provinca, in case the said arms be not rer 
turned in good order; and it is recommended to the said 
inhabitants, to lend such spare arms, as they haya, and may 
be necessary for the service aforesnid. 

That the said companies bo telioved at the end of eight 
weeks, at farthest, from their arrival at their station, and be 
entitled to the samo pay and rations as oops in the Con- 
tinental Aimy. 

‘hat one hundred Pounds be advanced to the Captain 
of each of the said companies, out of the Treasury on the 
Eastern Shore, to be applied to defray the necessary expon- 
ses of the march of their companies, and that exact accounts 
bo rendered of the expenditure of all moneys by the Cupy 
trins and Commissay. 

That the said Commissary, for his trouble, bo entitled to 
the pay of forty dollars per culgndar month, 

On motion, Resolved, That tho Captains af the Inder 
pendent Companies, or other officers commanding such In 
dependent Companies, or any part thereof, respectively, do, 
As occasions may require, apply to soma adjacent Surgeon: 
or Physician, to attend any sic or wounded soldier yodeb 
his command; and that such Surgeon’s or Physician’s rex- 
sonable account for such attendance, and for mediaines 
found and administered by him, be allowed and paid by tho 
publick. 

‘Thot necessary fuel be found for tho said forces in the sure 
vice of this Province, at tho exponss thereof, as muy be 
ordered by the Council of Safety, ‘ 

Adjourned till three o’clack. 

Post Meridiem.—Convention met. Mr. Zyler and My. 
Stn appeared in the House, : 

On motion, Resolved, That the powers and authoritio 
of the Deputies of this Provineo in Congruss, have gon« 
tinuance until the end of the next session of Conyention 
und no longer, unless otherwise resolved, in this or the wii 
next session of Convention, any thing in the Rosolves of 
this or the lust Convention, or any of them, to the coutrary 
notwithstanding. 

Resolved, That the Ofticers of the Mititia rank in the fol 
lowing manner lo wit: Brigadiers-General, Colonals, Licu- 
tenant-Colonels, }irst Majors, Second Majors, Captains, 
First Licutenauts, Second Livutenants, Ensignas the Bri- 
gadiers-Gonoval as to each other, first, second, third, fourtli, 
and fifth, according to thejr numbers 5 tha ather Onlicars ag 
to others holding lilo Commissions, according to the nuni- 
bor of the Batalion to which they belang; and if they should 
not belong to any Battalion, then uext alter the Olliceis lrold- 
ing in Battalions tho like Commissions a4 themselves, and, 
as to cach other, recording to the number ef the first Bat- 
talion in their vespactive County, But afer the places ib 
tho Militia now enrolled shall have’been onco filled up, and 
the Officers shall have accepted their Commissions, on (he 
filling op any places that may again become vacant, such 
Onticers, as shall be thereafter appointed to such places, shaft 
hold rank, amongst others of the same degree as themsel yda, 
according to the dates of their reapective Commissions only's 
and all Battalions to be hereafter formed, shall be numbered 
by the successive numbers following the last number of thos 
already formed, or allowed, by this Convention, according lo 
the time of issuing the Commission to the respective Col- 
onel, 

That the Oflicers of the Militia hold no rank with thogd 
of the Regular Porees, unless at, and during such thmas.g 

‘ 
: 
Fy 


they act together, and that when they do net together, J 

rank in the following order: Field-Oflicers of the Regt 
‘Troops, Brigadiers-Geneial and First Colones of shail 
litia ; Captains of the Regular Troops, Lieutonert-¢ ondls, 
and Majors of Militia; Lieutenants of the Regula! Troops, 
Captains and Lieutenants of Militg; fe igis of Roaihie 
Troops, Ensigns of Militia, - Tip OAigerd of Minute-Nlon 
a 


155 MARYLAND CONVENTION, JANUARY, 1776. 756 


to rank next above the Officers holding tho like Commis- 
sions in the Militia. 1 

That any part of the Militia in actual service, during the 
time of their actual service only, shall be subject to the 
Rules made by this Convention, for regulating and govern- 
ing the Forces to be raised and employed in the service of 
this Province, and shall be entitled to the same pay and 
rations as the Regular Forces, and no more; but General and 
Inferior Court-Martials shall be composed of Militia Ofti- 
cers only, and the punishment of whipping shall not be 
adjudged against, or inflicted on, any man serving in the 
Militia. 

Mr. Joseph Dashiell has leave of absence. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. Mat 

Tuosday, January 16, 1776. 

Convention met. Atl Members present as on yester- 
days The Proceedings of yesterday were read, 

A Petition from a number of the Inhabitants of the City 
of Annapolis was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 


‘On ‘motion, Resolved, That where any person, or per- 
sons, chosen, or to be chosen, of the Committce of Obser- 
vation for any County or District, shall refuse to aot, if the 
number so relusing to act in any one County or District, shall 
not atone and the same time exceed one-fourth part of the 
whole number of the said Commitiee, any part of the resi- 
due of the same Committee, not less than two-third paris 
of the same residue, mot together afier notice, may elect ono 
other of the most discreet freemen of the said County or 
District, fo be of the Committee in the stead of each per- 
son sd refusing to act; and tho place of nny person dying 
may be filled up in like manner; and the same rule shall 
also be observed, where any member of a Committeo of 
Observation shall, in writing under his hand, decline to act, 
or shall be disqualified by the acceptance of a commission 
in the Regular Forces; but in case the vacancies shall, at ono 
and the same lime, exceed the snid one-fourth part, then a 
majority of tose who remain of the same Committee, met 
together, may appoint, and give ten days’ notice at least, 
by advertisements set up in the most publick places of the 
Goonty or District, as the case may be, of the election of 
Committee-Men in the stead of those whose places shall be 
so vacant, and the election shal! be made accordingly, by 
those who are qualified to vote for Committea-Men, in the 
presence of three, at least, of the same Committee. 


‘Adjourned (ili three o’clock, 


- Post Meridiem,—Convention mot, 


On motion, Resolved, That two hundred and forty 
copies of the Association, ordered by the last Convontion 
to be tendered to and subseribed by the freemen of this 
Province, be forthwith printed; and that forty of the snid 
copies be sent to the Committee of Observation for Balti- 
more County, forty of the said copies to the Committee of 
Observation for the Upper District of Frederick County, 
and the residue of them in equal proportions to the Com- 
mittees of the several Counties ; and the Committees afore- 
Siid, of Baltimore County and the Upper Distict of Frede- 
rick County, shall cause the said Association to be tender- 
ed, on or before the first day of April next, to every free- 
man in the Hundreds of theit County and District, respec- 
tively, where the said Association hath not been already 
generally tendered to the said {reemen, to be subscribed hy 
them, according to the Resolutions of the late Convention; 
and every person who shall not sign the said Association at 

* the timo of tendering the same to him, or within ten days 
thereafter, shall be in the same condition as if the same had 

_ bebn tendered to him according to the said former Resolu- 
tidns, and he hed refused or neglected to have subscribed 
the same; and the Committee of Observation for each 
County shall leave one or more of the Association Papers 
in the custody of some person, or persons, to be by them, 
respectively, appointed, at some house in their County 
town, and also at Georgetown’ aud Hagerstown, in Frede- 
rick County, and shall give publick notice thereof by adver- 

stisements, so that such of the freemen of this Province, 
who have not done so already, may subscribe the same, 
‘What every freeman within this Provinée who hath not 


alrendy, nor before the eleventh day of April noxt, shall 
have subsoribed the Association nforesaid, shall within five 
days after the said Inst mentioned day, deliver up to the 
Committee of Observation for*his County, all his firo-arms, 
if he hath any, except pistols; and every person who shall 
neglect to do the same, may be disarmed by ordor of the 
Committee of Observation for his County, in like manner 
as those who ought to enroll in the Militia and refuse to do 
so, and the ars of the non-Associators shall, and may be, 
disposed of in the same manner as tho arms of those who 
refuse to enroll in the Militia; and, motcover, the Cominit- 
tee of Observation of each County in this Province, may, 
in their discretion, award and order any freeman of this 
Province, not associating as aforesaid, found within their 
Couaty, whether such freeman bo a resident of their 
County or not, to enter into Lond with good and sufficient 
security, in such penalty as they may think fit, payable to 
the President of tho Convention, for the time being, by 
name, conditioned, that if such non-Associator shall be« 
have himself peaceably and quietly in the present unhappy 
contest between Great Britain and the Colonies; that he 
shall not directly or indirectly betray or give intelligence to 
the enemy of any councils or preparations of the Congress, 
or any Convention or Assembly, or Council or Committee 
of Safety of this or any other Province or Colony; and 
that he shall not directly or indirectly correspond, by let~ 
ter, message, or otherwise, during the said contest, with 
any British Minister, Secretary of State, Member of Pars 
Hament, or any person out of this Province, holding an 
office, civil, or military, immediately under the Crown, or 
with any other person in arms against theso Colonies, 
knowing such peison to be in arms, then the above obliga- 
tion to be void. But if any such non-Associatoy shall 
choose to quit this Piovinee and go beyond sea, then tha 
Committee of Observation of the County to which ho be« 
longs, nay, and is hereby empowered to grant him a pass- 
port to leave this country in pence, and go beyond the sea, 
onrrying with him his property, or any pait thereof; and 
any person refusing to sign the said Association, and to 
tive bond as aforesaid, and continuing to reside within this 
Provinces; may be imprisoned by the Committee of Obser- 
vation of the County in which such non-Associator resides 
or may be found, until the Convention then noxt after such 
imprisonment shatl have taken order therein. And in 
case any -non-Associator shall quit this country and leave 
an Estate in this Province, such Estate shatl be burdenad 
with a proportionate part of the expense incurred by this 
Province in defence of American liberty; but these Resa- 
lutions are not to extend to tho household of [is Excel- 
lency the Governour, All which Association Papers that 
shail be subscribed ag aforesaid, as well as a list of the 
names of all those who shall refuse or noglect to subsaribe 
the same, and ull original bonds taken as aforesaid, shall 
be returned to the next Convention. Provided, That 
where any person hath not, nor shall actually rofuse «te: 
subscribe the Association, but shalt only Have neglected ito, 
subscribe the same, if he doth afterwards sign the same 
before the Committes of Observation of his County, he 
shall not be disarmed for his neglect, nor compellable to 
give any suoh bond as before mentned, 

On motion, Resolved, That where there are any Com 
panies of Militia in the several Counties, which are left out 
of their Battalions already formed, or where there may ba 
any surplus Companies in the several Countias, after fortis 
ing the Militia into Battalions, as directed by the last Con} 
vention, the Brigndier-General of the District may, at his 
discretion, form the said Companies into Corps, and return 
the same to the Council of Safety, who may appoint and 
commission such Field-Ofticers as may by them be judged 
proper and necessary to cOmmand such corps, 

The following Report was taken into consideration : 

The Committee appointed to consider the truth of the 
facts set forth ina Memorial from the Justices of Balti 
more County Court, and report their opinion thereon, 

Do Report, That the uneasiness in the minds of many 
of the Inhabitants of Baltimare County, arises from the 
uncommon increase of Taxes therein, extraordinary assess~ 
ments being made for the erecting publick Buildings and 
Bridges, clearing, straightening, opening, grubbing, ‘and 
stoning Roads, and paying their proportion towards build~ 
¢ : 
ing a Prison, Court-Mouse, &., in Harford County! 6 | 
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That sundry Inhabitants of Baltimore County were, and 
are averse to clearing, opening, and straightening, said 
Roads; and intended to petition tho Legislative Bady of 
this Province for a repeal’of the law authorizing the same, 
or an alteration thereof,"in such parts as they apprehended 
aggrieved them; but being prevented by the unhappy dis- 
putes subsisting between the Colonies and Great Britain, 
from making application for redress of such appiehended 
grievances, to the Assembly of this Province, they have 
been Jed into an unlawful and unwarrantable opposition to 
the collection of the publick “Taxes, which the necessary 
embargo laid on our ports has tended greatly to increase. 

That a great number of the said Inhabitants bave paid 
the said Taxes, and they being imposed by virtue of sundry 
acts of the Assembly, your Committee are of opinion, the 
residue of the said Inhabitants are in duty bound to pay 
those already assessed, as they clearly had it in their power 
to discharge them, tlfe ports being open, and a price offered 
for all manner of country produce, till the 10th of Sepiem- 
ber last. 

That the remainder of the said money, directed by the 
said acts of Assembly to be levied, ought, by the Justices 
of the said County, pursuant to the said acts, to be assessed ; 
but if rade and commerce should not be restored in such 
manner as to enable the people of the said County to dis- 
charge the said taxes, that the legislative authoiity for the 
time being ought, in such circumstances, to suspend the 
payment.of tho same (except such part thereof as shall be 
assessed for the paying for the building of the Poor-Touse 
and Inspection-Eouse in said County,) or take order therein 
in such other way as to them shall seam most expedient. 

' That itis the opinion of this Committee, that the Money 
appropriated for loan, to the Inhabitants of Baltimore Couns 
ty, for clearing and opening Roads, by act of frnaat f 
and delivered out by the Commissioners for emitting bills 
of credit to the Supervisors of said Roads, or so much 
thereof as hath been unexpended, and all sums lovied, or 
hereafter to be levied, on the Inhabitants of said County, 
for the purpose of repaying the same, shall be paid into the 
hands of the said Canunselenbe, to be by them let out 
upon interest, (except so much thereof as hath been ex- 
pended, in the sane manner ag by the said act they ara di- 
rected to let out on interest the bills of credit of this Pro- 
vince ; and that the said sum of money, so collected, or to 
be hereafter collected, of the said Inhabiants—except so 
much thereof as hath begn expended) with interest thereon 
averuiig, ought to be appropriated to such use of tho said 
Couhty as shall he ordered and directed by the legislative 
authority, for the time being. 

That the Supervisors of the said Roads, in said County, 
shall, respectively, render to tho said Commissioneis, by 
them to be laid before the legislative authority for the time 
being, a true, full, and fair account, on oath, of all moneys 
by them, respectively, laid out and expended, by virtuo of 
the said act of Assombly, and to whom, and for what the 
same shall have been paid and expended. 


That the sum of money collected, orto be collected in” 


sald County, for the building of a Prison and Court- Louse 
in Harford County, &c., ought to be paid into the hands 
‘of the Commissioners “Of Harford County, aforesaid, and 
he by them put out on interest, for the use of the same 
County, until the dispute in the same County, relative 
to the place where said Prison and Court-House, &e., 
shall be erected and built, bo hereafter determined by the 
legislative authority for the time being. 

AIL which is submitted to the consideration of the hon- 
durable House, ‘s 


ig, . ' . 
ner consideration of tho same, the question was put, 
x he*House concur therewith ? 

“ip Resolved, in the affirmative. 

yConvettion adjourns till to-morrow morning, half afer 
tine o igloak. . ‘ s 
” ? ¥ 1 — 


‘ + 


MA be ot Wednosday, January 17, 1776, 
+ Convention met. All Members present, as on yester- 
day, except Mr. J, Dashieil'and Mr. Ware. ‘Tha Pro- 
ceedings of yesterday were read, 

. On motion, Resolved, That the tesidue of the sum of Mo- 
ney directed by act of Assembly to be assessed and levied on 
the Inhabitants of Harford County, for building the Court- 
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House, Prison, &c., be, pursuant to said act, assessed and» 
levied by the Justices of said County, on the Inhabitants 
thereof; but, if trade and commerce shall not be restored, 
so as to ennble the people of said County to discharge the, 
said tax, the legislative authority, for the time being, will 
suspend the payment of the same, or otherwise order therey 
in, as to them shall seem expedient. : 

That the money alcady collected, or hereafter to be col- 
lected for the same, shall be paid into the hands of the 
Commissioners of Eaxford County, atoesnid, and be by 
them put ont on interest for the use of said County, until 
the dispute therein, relative to the place where said Court- 
House and Prison shall be erected, be hereafter determined 
by the legislative authority for the time being, 

Ordered, That Edward Davis be discharged from fur- 
ther custody. 


On motion, Resolved, That Captain Thomas Johnson, 
Junior’s, and Captain Wiliam Lyde's Company of Mili- 
tia, in the City of Annapolis, be Independent Companies, 
bat subject to the same rules and regulations as the other 
Militia of this Province, where such rules and regulations 
will apply to their circumstances, as well when the snid 
Companies are in actual service as otherwise. And, that 
Captain Richard Harwood, Junior's, Hiltiam Brogdens, 
Board Tillard’s, John MWeems’s, John Stewards, Jol 
Deale’s, and Richard Chew's Companies of Militia, in 
Anne Arundel County, compose a Battalion, any thing in 
the Rosolyes of the last Convention, or the Proceodings of. 
the Committee of Observation for dune Arundel County; 
to the contrary notwithstanding, : 

On motion, Resolved, That there bo a Distriet in Jre- 
derick County, bounded on the east by Licking Creede, to 
include all that part of the svid County which lies to tho 
wost of the said Creok, 

That tho freemen, and others, entitled to vote for Dole~ 
gates in Convention, by the Resolves of the lust Canven- 
tion, meet at S%ipéon, in the said District, on a day to be 
appointed, and choose, by ballot, ono discreet and sensible 
freeninn, of the said District, to join the other Delegates 
from Iredericlk County, and vote in Conventions hereafter 
to be held for this Province. 

That tho said alection be held under the inspection of 
stich persons as may be chosen and appointed by the frac~ 
men of that District for the purpose, and be conducted in 
the sane manner, and under the same rules, ag laid down 
by the Inst Convention for choosing Delogates, , . , 

That the freomen of the said District chooso fifteen dis« 
ereet and sensible men, of the same District, to bo n Com 
mittee for the said District, any soven of tham to act; and 
that the elestion be made agreeable to the Resolves of the 
last Convention, 


On reading a second tine the Petition from the Inbabi- 
tants of the City of Annapolis, ' 

Resolved, That the same be reforred for consideration 
till the next sossion of Convention, 


Adjourned till three o’clock. 


Post Merediem. Convontion met, 


Resolved, That this Convention do hight disapprove 
of the negligence of many of the People of this Province, 
in not paying off their levies, which ought to have been 
paid and discharged the last Summer; and much more so, 
of the combinations in sore fow parts of this Provinga,: 
against the payment of levies ; such conduct evidently leade 
ing to throw this Provinee into the disorder, confusion, nod 
anarchy, desired by the inveterato enemies, and drended by: 
the real friends to American liberty. j 

Resolved, therefore, ‘That this Convention will, if na», 
cossary, nid tho officers with (heir utmost powor, in the 
collection of the lovies which ought to have boon paid it * 
the Summer pnst; yot those oflicers are requested not 9 
distrain the effects of those whose extreme poverty disable 
them from paying. 

Resolved, That the Justices of the several i@od 
Courts ought to assess tho Inhabitants of thelt Gaui 
agreeable to the acts of Assembly of this Protinggt Bee: 
the People may not be able, if the mabappysidétenooas 
with Great Britain should continyegjospayesnewholekof 
the assossments for building: CouneHlaliagtyCharohes, ihe. 
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for the like extraordinary charges, and 2 Convention will, 

probably; again meat before the time of payment, the legis 

Jative authority, for the time being, will make further order, 
“as to the payment of such assessments, as the cireum- 

stances of the people may require, and the application of 

the money assessed will admit; it being the fixed intention 

of this Convention to support oider in the community, and 

ease the good people of this Province as far as possible, 
On reading the following application of John Archer and 

James LHairis, of Harford County: 
: “Decomber 6, 1775. 

“Grseremen: We are fully convinced of the publick 
utility of Factories, and would, therefore, make an oveiture 
to you, to andeitake a Flax or Hemp Manufactory. 

“To carry on the above branch of business to any effect, 
we should stand in need of three hunted pounds, which 
we would engage to remit in Imen, of such sizes as you 
would iecommend, at the following times: 

, “One-thid of Uae above sum the Lst of June next; one- 
third more on the Ist of September ; and the remaining third 
the Ist of December, 1776. Tha cost we will chee fully 
transmit therewith, and leave the price to the honomable 


; : 
Convention. “Joun Ancien, 


* © Jamns [aruis. 


“To the Delegates of Harford County, now sitting in 

Convention.’ 

Itesolved, That the sum of thiee hundred Pounds, out 
of the Treasury of this Province, be advanced to the snid 
John Archer and James Harris, agreeable to their appli- 
cntion afgresaid, on their giving bond, with good secuity, 
payable to the Honourable Matthew Tilghman, Bsq., Lho- 
mas Johnson, Jun,, and-Charles Carroll, Barrister, Es- 
quires, conditioned for the performance of the terms in the 
said application mentioned. 

. Resolved, That a new election of two Reprosentativas, 
for Charles County, in the room of Miltiam Smallwood 
and Ivancis Ware, Esquires, a new election of one Re- 
preséntative for St. Mary's County, in the room of John 
allen Thomas, Esq., and one in Ceci? County, in the 
room of Nathaniel Ramsey, Usq., whose seats will become 
‘vacant on their acceptance of commissions in the Regular 
Porces of this Province, be had, as soon as conveniently 
muy bo, in the presence of two, or more, of the Delegates 
of those Counties, respectively; the clections to be by bal- 
Jotyand in like manner as the election of Delegates is di- 
rected by Resolutions of the last Convention, ten days? 
notice, at least, excluding tho day of notice and day of 
election, of the times of cach of the said elections, respec- 
tively, being given, by advertisements set up in the most 
publick places in the said Counties. 

_ On motion, Resolved, That in all eases where judg- 
ments have been, or shall be obtained, (except in eject- 
thent, trespass, trover, replevin, detinue, real actions, ac- 
‘tions for words, for money, and tobacco, actually had and 
reéeived by oné person for the use of another, attachment 
under the lata act of Assembly, and agninst non-residents, 
and actions upon Loan Office bonds,) the Creditor shall, at 
his election, have a right to demand of the Debtor a bond, 
with security, for the debt and costs of the said Judgments, 

F or totake, by fier? factas, any tobacco, wheat, or corn, (but 
no ‘other efizets,) of the Debtor, leaving to such Debtor 
eufliclent'to support his family; but, that no captas ad sa- 
tisfactcndum he issued, in any case, (except in the cases 

* above excepted,) where the Debtor will give bond and se- 

.curity, when required, as aforesaid, or where the effects, 

*. gforesaid, are tendered to the Creditor, at such price as may 

~ be setiled by the Coinmittee of Obsei vation for the County 
inawlich such Debtor resides. 

. Offgmotion, Resolved, That all Rents, other than Rents 
for Houses, may be bereufler paid, and shall be received, in 
tobacco, and other country praduca, at a reasonable value, 
to be sot by the Committees of Observation; and that no 
Rents ought to be changed into money, from tobneco, and 

* ather country produce, in which they have.been, heretofore, 

usually paid. 

» . Resolved, That seven persons; fdur of whom residing 

“, Qpan the Pestern, and three upon the Eustern Shore, be 
; qe it, by ballot, to constitate a Council of Safety, for the 
: Bice of Maryland, to supeiintend and execute the 
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Resdlutions of this Convention, and to promote the pru- 
dent and necessmry preparations for the defence and pro- 
tection of the said Province, and to give such necessary 
assistance to the neighbouring Colonies as may, by tho said 
Council be judged proper. 

That each member of the said Council of Safety bo 
allowed and paid fourteen Shillings, common monay, out of 
the Treasury of this Provinea, for overy day such member 
shall sit, or be absent from home on publick business. 

That any four ov moro of the said Council of Safety 
convened, or the major pat of them, direct and regulate 
the operations of the Regular Forces, the Minute-Men and 
Militia of this Province, and may grant all military com- 
missions, appoint and commission all Field and Com- 
mission Officers, and iegulate the rank of all Military 
Officers, not appointed by this Convention, and, in the re- 
cess of Convention, call forth tho Regular lorces aforesaid, 
and Minute-Men into action in any place, or pices, within 
this or the neighbouing Provinces, and the Militia into 
action in any place, or places, within this Provinge, at such 
time and times, in such proportions, and on such occasions 
as the said Council may judge necessary, and do all. such 
other matters and things for the defence, protection and 
security of this Province, and for the aid and assistance of 
the neivhbouring Pravinces, as they shall deem necessary 
and expedient, : 

That any Ofiicer of the said Rogular Forces, Minute~ 
Men, or Militia, may be suspended from the exercise of his 
commission by the said Council of Safety, and if the said 
Council of Safety shall think proper, they may displace 
any Officer, and appoint and commission another in his 
stead, and may, on the death, rosignation, or removal of 
any Officer in the Regular Forces, Minute-Men, or Militia, 
appoint and commission another in his stead, and the said 
Council of Satety may fill up all vacancies in the Regular 
Troops ifoteaait Minute-Men and Militia, by whatever 
means occasioned, 

That the said Council of Safety be authorized and em 
powered to draw out of the bills of credit emitted, or ordare 
ed to be emitted by this Conyention, (axcept such pnit 
thereol'as is appropriated to call in and exchange the bills of 
credit emitted by the last Convention,) any sum, or sums, 
which may by them be judged necessary to carry the 
several Resolutions of this Convention into execution, for 
paying and discharging all contacts made, or to bo made, 
for, and on behalf of, this Provinee, and for the defence 
and protection of this Province, or for paying and defiay- 
ing the expenses of any put of the said Regular Troops 
an Minute-Mon, which may be ordered to any of the 
neighhouring Provinces, 

That the said Council of Safety have power and aue - 
thority to arrest, and, on hearing, confine and imprison till 
the next Convention, all such persons within this Province 
as shall have been, or may be, guilty of high and daugerous 
offences, teuding {o disunite the people of this Province in 
their present opposition, or to destroy the liborties of Ame« 
rica ; and. also, have power and anthorily to hear, try and 
imprison till the end of the next Convention, or banish a} 
such offenders, guilty of the offegco aforesaid, as may be 
sent to them by the several Commiltees of Observation. 

That the said Council of Safety have full power and 
authority to pardon all offenders upon whom sentence of 
death shall be pronounced by a Court-Martial, undesl] 
Rules passed by this Convention for gayerning the Pet 
raised, or to be inised, within this Province, for the defence 
thereof, 

«That tke said Council of Safety may call a meeting of 
the Convention of Maryldénd before the time to which it 
may be adjourned, and {hgt any two Members may call-a 
meeting of the said Council of Safety, 

That tho said Council of Safety may draw upon the 
Treasuries of the Western and Eastern Shores, for all 
charges and expenses inemred in the execution of their 
office, 

That the said Council of Sulety sit constantly, if the ser~ 
vice requires it, and that their ordinary sessions be héld at 
the City of Annapolis or Baltinore Town, but the place of 
sitting may be changed, at the discretion of the said Couns 
cil, to any other part of the Province, where the publick 
service inay require it. >, oe 

That every Member of the said Council of Suter}; ihé- 
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fore he enters on the execution of his office, take, before 
some Justice of the Perce, the fallowing oath, to wits 
“You, A. B., do swear, that any matter or thing which 
‘shall come to your knowledge as a Member of the Council 
of Safety, which is ordered to be kept secret by a majority 
of the said Council of Safety, you will not divulge, unless 
‘to the Deputies in Congiess for this Province, with the 
permission of the said Council of Sufety, or to a Conven- 
‘tion of Delegates, or Member of the said Council of Salety, 
or with the permission of the said Council of Salety or Con- 
vention, 25 help you Gfod.” And that the Clerk of the 
suid Council of Safety shall take an oath in the said form, 
except instead of the words, * as a Member of the Coun- 
‘cil of Safety,” inserting, “as Cleik to the Council of 
Safety.” 

That the said Council of Safety continue till the end of 
the next Convention, and no longer, unless otherwiso or- 
dered by the next Convention, and that they render an 
account of their Proceedings, and always bo subject to the 
control of.,the Convention, 

That the Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, 
Sisq., and Charles Carroll, Bariistor, John Hall, and Ben- 
jamin Rumsey, Esquires, of the Western Shore, and James 
Tilghman, Lhomas Sinyth, and Thomas Bedingfield 
Hands, Wsquires, of the Lustern Shore, bo the said Coun- 
cil of Safety. 

That if any person, or persons, elected or appointed to 
be of the said Council of Safety, shall decline or tefuse to 
fet, on shall die before the next Convention, the other 
Méthbers of the snid Council of Safety, (being four atthe 
legst,) may elect and appoint one other in the toom of each 
person who shall so dectine, or refuse to act, or die, which 
person, ar parsons, so elected and appointed, shall take the 
same oath, and have the same powers and authorities, in 
conjunction with the other Members, as are given by this 
Convention to the said Council. 

The Journal of Accounts was read and assented to. 

Ordered, That tho Treasurer of the Western Shore pay 
the several Claims allowed in the same. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 


‘ Thursday, Inutary 18, 2776, 
Convention met. All Members present, as on yostorday, 
excopt Mr, WV, Exmalls, Mr. G'. Dashiell, Mr. Potter, Mi. 
Dickinson, and Mr. Mason. Tho Proceedings of yester- 
day were read, 


* Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Hestern Shore pay 
to Mr. Hdward Parker, of Cectl County, or his order, out 
.of the bills of credit in his hands, three hundred Pounds, 
geommon money, to enable him to carry on his Linen and 
Woollen Manufactory. 


Whoroas, it is necossary for securing the evidences of 
the property of the good people of this Province, that the 
Records of the Land Office, Secretary’s, and Commissary’s 
‘Offices; and, also, the Records of Anne Arundel County 
Jourt, should bo retoved from the City of Annapolis to 

me place of grentergecurity, 

“Resolved, That the Council of Safety send the said Re- 
Leords, Picked in chests, by the respective Clarks, to some 
Agar secure place, first having prepared a proper house 
pe ler he reception of the same, and that the said Council 
commit the said Records to the care and management of 


ry 
fi 


“Hone of the Cleiks of the said offices, respectively, 


yy, feesolved, That each of the said Clerks so employed hy 
#ilie Council of Safety, do, respectively, take the care and 
a ‘ament of the Records of the office to which he be~ 

‘TsHgS;'ahd deliver copios of thessaid Records to the people 


of this Province, when thereunto required, upon being paid 
for the same. : 
: " 


' 
ec, aes 
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Resolved, That any extraordinary expenses of the said 
Clerks, in taking care of the said Records, be paid by the 
Convention of this Province. 

On motion, Resolved, That such young gentlemen as 
resort to the Regular Troops, in the quality of Volunteers, 
or Cadets, with the consent of the Colonel of the Batta- 
lion, for their improvement in the art of war, be furnished 
with one imtion per day, cach, at the publick expense. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Committees of Obser- 
vation for the sovernl Counties may remove the Records 
of their tespective Counties to some place of safety, if they 
think proper. 

The Convention took into consideiation the King’s 
Speech to Pailiament, on the 27th day of October last, 
and afler some time spent therein, 

Resolved, unanimously, That the following Declaration 
be entered on their Journals: 

We, the Delegates of the Freemen of Maryland, in Con- 
vention, affected with the deepest concern by the opinion 
declared in the King’s Speech to Parliament, on the 27th 
day of October last, and expressed in the Addiess of the 
Lords Spiritual and ‘Temporal to [is Majesty, in answer 
thereto, that the necessary preparations for defence made by 
these Colonies, are carried on for the purpose of establish~ 
ing an independent empire, and being desirous to remove 
from the mind of tho King an opinion which wa feel to be 
highly injurious to the People of this Province, and to de» 
clare and manifest to His Majesty, to tho Parlianient, the 
People of Great Britain, and to the whole world, the 80+ 
titude and purity of our intentions in the present opposition 
to the measures of the British Ministry and Parliament, 
do declare, 

That the People of this Provines, strongly attached to 
the English Constitution, and truly sensible of the blessings 
they have dorived from it, warmly impressed with senti- 
ments of aflection for, and loyalty to, the Louse of Llanover, 
connected with the British nation by the ties of blood and 
interest, and being thoroughly convinced, that to he hee 
subjects of the King of Great Britain, with all its abnse- 
quences, is to be the freest members of any civil society in 
the known world, nover did, nor do entertain any views or 
desires of independency. 

That as they consider (heir union with tho Mother Coun- 
try, apon terms that may insure to them a parmanent fice 
dom, as their highest felicity, 80 would they view the fatal 
necessity of separating from her, as a misfortune next to 
the greatest that can befall them. shes 

Descended fram Britons, entitled to the privileges of 
Englishmen, and inheriting tha spirit of thew ancestors, 
they have scen, with the most extreme anxiety, the altompts 
of Parliament to deprive them of those privileges, by rais- 
ing a revenue upon them, and assuming a power to olter 
the Charters, Constitutions, and intemal polity of the Calo- 
nies without their consent. The endeavours of the Bri- 
lish Ministry to carry those attempts into execution, by 
military foice, have been their only motive for taking up 
arms; and defend themselves against those pea baba 
is tho only use they monn to make of them, Entitled to 
freedom, they are etecatoed to maintain it atthe hazard 
of their lives and fortunes. a 

Ordered, That James pa ase Charles Carroll of 
Carrollton, and Gustavus Score Usquires, revise the Jour- 
nal and Proccedings of tis Convention, and direct what 
parts thereof shall be published. ny 

Convention “Adjourns till the second Tuesday in Aprit 
next, jo-sit at this place, but the Council of Safety may 
couvéne the Convention at any other timo, or place, if they 

_stiul] judga it necessary. , 

Signed by order of the Convention: 

Gavnier, Dovaun, Clerk. 
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PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS To TITR comMrTEE OF LANCAS~ 
: TER, PENNSYLVANIA« 
4, ‘ ~~ January 18, 1778. 

,. Geytormen: The Congress, fiave received your several 
letters of December Qist, Jotiuary 8d, and 16th. A mul- 
tiplicity of important business has retarded their answering 
them sooner, +, oe = 


Your civility to the officers who are prisoners, in giy 
them time to make choice of their places of vas 
and permitting them to remain with you till they Bg 
shall artive, is approved, Their complaint, th Lit sepa 
tation from the soldiers is a broach of Genel i NG ler ss 
solemn engagement, we apprehend nar-taae pea : 
All the stipulations of a capitulayfour“suiglt, undoubtedly, 
; rion 





7193. 


shed 2 
Fo ’ 
forbee held, sacred; and lactat eee because gome- 
ig’ is then given ap or received, as & condition or equivas 
; beet Wo poh sioalgtion -igstorbig found jn the cnpitu- 
Tiions iipoh which tifose gentlemen*surrendared ; nor had 
Gaal Schuyler wa right to make fresh terms with his 
‘ prisoners; after they were in his- power, without the con- 
seyjt,of the Congress. Nevertheless, we should havo paid 
a respect, to his opinion and advice in the matter, had he 
gixen {t, but we have not heard a word from him on the 


sybjeot, , 

Whe have no objection to your permitting two or more 
of ;the officers to come, at ploper times, from their places 
of residence,to Lancaster, for the purpose of settling with, 

“and paying: their soldiers, Major Preston, being applied 
to, absolutely refuses to supply the soldieis with clothing 
or blankefing. We must, therefore, desire you will take 
care that, they do not suffer for want of those articles, nor 
“ay othet that are necessary for their comfortable subsist- 
ence jn this inclement season, What you have already 

*doneof that kind, in furnishing them with firing, bedding, 

, &e,, is well approved, and the expenses will be defrayed. 
*The jnhabitants are at liberty to purchase bills drawn by 
the officers for their support and accommodation ; but this 
is to be at the risk of the purchasers, and not to exceed 
what is, evidently, necessary for these purposes, wherein it 
is to be considered the Congress advances each officer two 
dollars a week for his subsistence. 

We approve of your regulations for preserving the peace 
of the Borough, and of your placing a guard and ordering 
a patrol for that purpose, the expense of which will be 

ACs 
ig he agent of the Army’s Contractor refusal to supply 
the soldiers’ wives and childron with any meat or bread, 
surprises us. We know not the motives of such conduct, 
but we must approve of those humane sentiments which 
induced you to provide for them in their distress, The 
expenses will be allowed in y our accounts. 

Upon the whole, gentlemen, you haye judged rightly in 
supposing that every measure you have taken, to render 
the situation of our prisoners as comfortable as possible, 
would be agreeable to us, As men, they have a claim to 
all the rights of humanity; as countrymen, though ene- 
mies, they claim something more. You have, therefore, 
the thanks of the Congress; and Lam, in their behalf, gen- 
tlemen, &c., 

Joun Iancock, President. 


To the Committee of Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 


JOHN HANCOCK 'TO GENERAL WASIINOTON. 
PhiladoJphio, Junvary 18, 1776, 
, Str: The bearer, Captain F. Gurney, has tho charge 
of conducting five hundred thousnad dollats for the use of 
the Army under your command. 1 wish it safo to hand, 
T shall, this evening, despatch an express to you with 
sundry matters of importance, 
Tarn, sir, your obedient, humble servant, 
Joan Hanooon, President. 


To His Excellency General Washington. 


.+ COMMITTEE or CONGRESS TO ESECK NOPKINS, 
Pinlodelphia, January 18, 1776. 

Sin: As this, perhaps, may bo the last opportunity we 
may have to wiite you before you goto sea, we thought it 
necessary to give you every intelligence that is come to 
our knowledge. We shall first give you the disagreeable 
intelligence, brought hither by an express from Quebeck, 
t ofan unsuccessful attack that was made to storm that cy 
.Bistol December, in the morning, in which General 
( igperyh his Aid-de-camp, Captain Macpherson, and 
Captain’ Cheeseman, both by his side, were all shot instantly 
dead by the grape-shot of one cannon; upon which, his 
party rather deserted their duty. Colonel Arnold, who 
ebnducted a different attack, proceeded awhile, success- 
gy fally 5 but, upon, his receiving a wound, and falling, after 
qi) had entered the city, {altbough the party were after- 
‘Svards commanded and behaved with grent bravery,) by the 
. other attack failing, were overpowered and surrounded hy 
ers, and, after a most gallant defence of four hours, 
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wero obliged to surrender themselves ny of war, 
and, we hear, are very kindly weated by General Carleton, 
This is the substarice of what we heard from thence, 
Wo have just recoived a report ftom New-Yorie, that 
‘three men-ofwar and eighteen transparts had sailed from 
Boston, to what place not known, but supposed to be for 
Newport, New-York, of Virginia; thus much of the re- 
port is certain, that the Asia and Phenia ave lying in thé 
ieat-River, in New-Yorle, and that the Viper is lying at 
Sandy-Tlook. From Virginia wo have haa nothing 
material, but what you are well acquainted with, From 
the Carolinas we are informed that Lord William Camp- 
bell, with the Tamer, sloop, and Cherokee, cutter, has de- 
parted from Charlestown Road; that Governour Martin, 
in the Scorpion, sloop-of-war, has also depaited hom Cape- 
Fear. It is supposed that both these are gone to Savan- 
nah, in Georgia, in order to seduce the Province, if it is 
in their power, fiom the union of tkese Colonies, and get 
provisions, if they can, to subsist_on, Should it be your 
fate to go southward, as far as Savannah, it is very pro- 
bable you may have these Governours to dine With you-on 
board your own ship, and increase your navaltrength by 
the Tamer, Scorpion, and Cherokee. ai mg 
Tho Congiess have determined to erect a spl no: 
nument to the memory of the gallant Montgomery, Gitar 
every other commanding officer bravely fighting and falling 
in his country’s cause. 
We wish you a successful cruise, and are your sincere 
friends, 
_ Sreruan Horxins, 
Joseru Tewes, 
Sivas Deane, 


To the Honourable Zseck Flopicins, Esq., Commander-in- 
chief of the American Fleet. 


LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OP CONGRESS, . 
Elizabethtown, January 18, 2776, 

Sin: On Saturday evening Colonel Heard communi= 
cated to me the orders of Congress of the 10th instant, 
relative to my furnishing him with three companies to’jola 
the Minute-Men on the expedition into Queen's County, 
The next morning I went over to Woodbridge, to concert 
with Colonel Heard the necessary manoeuvres, and agrépd” 
to furnish the gompanies strong, as his party was ratler 
deficient. He has now with him near three hundred of 
my regiment, completely armed, accoutred, and piovisioned 
for four days. As the men of my segiment went partly 
from Brunswick and Amboy, os well as this place, I 
thought it best, yosterday morning, after regulating the 
embarkation from the Pot, to go (o Staten-Jsland to re 
gulate the like there, and to assist Colonel Heard in what 
ever might be necessary. I had sent off'a party of thirty-~ 
six men the evening before to guard the mouth of the 
Kills, About eleven, yesterday, the first division, notwith 
standing the most boisterous wind, crossed over to Bergien * 
Point; Colonel Leard followed about noon; Major 
Hart, with the first division of my regiment, followed soon 
after ; and the whole, who had pasged, marched for Bergen 
town. The wind continued extremely violent; night 
coming on, and the men much fatigued, I ordered the re- 
mainder to halt, and be quartered in the several partg-of 
the Island they then were. At daybreak this mori 
those on Staten-Island began to pass over, 1 sernai 
there till about noon, when the chief of the whole 
passed over to Bergen Point, and then came to this place, 
J gm this moment informed, that the fist division landed 
safely in the City of New-York yesterday evening from 
Paulus Hook; that Major, De Hart, with about two hun- 
dred of my regiment, landed thero about eleven this eve« 
ning; and that the rest were following them, without the 
Jeag movement about the men-of-war, or any of their 
boats. Thava high confidence in Colonel Hen mas 
hagement of this affair, yet T cannot but regret that have 
not tho command of it, However, I shall always, most 
implicitly obey the order of Congress, and endeavour to 
serve the cause by every exertion in my power, ow = 

Ihave the honour to be your most humble servant, * 


Srinuirwe,) * 


"3 , 
Bil ve ge tllal ae 
ORY 






To the Honourable John Hancock. 
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Return of the Field and Staff Officers in the First, Re- 
giment of New-Junsny Troops in the Continental, sér- 
vice. ? 
















Rang. 4 Namus, Dato of Com, |Whero stationed 





1775, 
1775, 


Mlizabothtown. 
Path Amboy, 

1775,/Bhizabethtown. 
1775, Elizabethtown. 
1775.|Blizabothtown, 
1775,|Mlizabothtown, 


Colonel,......4Lho Haul of Stiling|Nov, 7, 
Lieuton't Col. {Wim Winds, Esq... |Nov. 7, 
[Mujor, «...-.0., Wim. Do Hart, Lisq.,.|Nov, 7, 
Adjutant, .....JAlex. Clough, Eaq,,./Nov, 20, 
Quarto master, Mat's [lalsted, Bsq.|Dec, 21, 
Surgoon, .,....,,W. Barnet, Jr Esq.jDec, 8, 
Chaplain, 















Srintine, Colonel. 
Fanuary 11, 1776. 





Q 
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hi ene COUNTY (connecticut) CONVENTION. 


Ata County Convention held at Fairfield, in and for 
Fairfield County, of the 18th day of January, 1776, 
Jojiathan Sturges, Esq., Chairman. 

This Copvention, taking into consideration the Resolves 
of thé Continental Congress, lately published, dated the 
Qd day of January, 1776, and attending to the true mean- 
ing and spirit thereof, and the principles of humanity and 
kindness therein recommended ; and, also, taking into con- 
sideration an Act of the Geneial Assembly of this Colony, 
passed in their last sessions, entitled “An Act for restrain- 
ing and punishing peisons who are inimical to the liberties 
of this and the rest of the United Colonies, &c.,” 

Resolved, That all those peisons who have, heretofore, 
wives as enemies to their country, or otherwise 
proceeded*uzainst as such, shall bo restored to tho esteem 
and friendship of the country: Provided, Thoy honestly 
and «sincerely declare to the Committee of Inspection in 
their respective towns where such persons dwell, or to the 
Committee of Correspondence, where there is no Com- 
mittee of Inspection, that they will abide by the Conti- 
nental Regulations, in every case where they are not hin- 
dered by a religious tie of conscience; and that they will, 
in no case, directly or indirectly, oppose the country in the 
measures taking for its defence. Me honesty and since- 
rity of such declaration to be left to the Committees afore- 
said; and their fire-arms shall be vestored them whenever 
they shall engage in the defence of tho County, if any 
have been disarmed. 

. For the more effectually carrying into,execution the 
Continental Association, jt is resolved and recommended, 
that no forcible measures ought to be used to provent any 
mischief, or remove any difficulty, where no express provi- 
sion js made by the Act of the General Assembly, ot of the 
Continental Congress, before the Committee of {[nspection 
of the town whee such difficulty happens, or of the noxt 
adjoining town, wherever it shall happen that any town is 
Agstitute of such Committee, be consulted, and their ad- 
vice be attended to and pursued, whore such advice may 
be had before it be too late to prevent any mischicf; that 
every thing may be done with good order and decency. 

A true copy from the Minutes: 

Annnew Rownann, Clerk. 


by 


ee 
; 
ZERNOUR, TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASILINGTON. 
2 Lebanon, January 18, 1776, 
woth: Enclosed is copy of intelligence brought me in 
sthégevening of the 16th instant, on which I immediately 
convened my Council of Safety. On consideration of the 
necessity of a reinforcement in that quarter, have agreed 
ise a regiment of seven hundred and filly men, officers 
adj with all possible expedition, by voluntary inlist- 
fh the same encouragements given by the Conti- 
nent, to serve until the Ist November next, unloss sooner 
discharged, ‘with ‘expectation that the General Congress 
will take,the same into their service. It seemed necessaty 
that ndfime he lost. Have set tho samo forward, until 
we canjbe made acquainted whether other provisions are 
made that may render this step unnecessary, or what may 
be suggested to us on the subject, Please to favour me 
with your answer by this expréss, 


Tam, with great esteein and regatd, sir, your most obe- 
dient, humble servant, 


~—— 









J onaTHAN Truupunts, 
To His Excellency General Washington. 
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4 
fram OTN rabid bag, 


Koon 4, 
Se dal, dotitlary, 8, L776) 
Dein Sia} Wi hg bo? i aa 
sit down ta inform You, of Wig" event*of 9 ule urate ats, 
tack made upon Qiebeck, between the h ni, 81 our inet 
> 7 eee) 
ier p UNEBTEO « 
nate, indeed, for us; in if fell-our brave*General, Maniggs 
mery, his Aid-de-camp, Macpherson, Captain Che SCNT, 
Captain Lendricks, of the riflemen, and two ar thiga sib-, 
altern officers, and between sixty and a hundved piivates, , 
te number not certainly known,) and about threé" hun~ 
red officers and soldiets taken prisoners, among which are 
Lieutenant-Colonel Greene, Major Bigelow, Major Meigs, 
and a number of Captains and inferior officers. Colonel 
Arnold was wounded in the leg, in the beginning of the 
action, as was Major Ogden, in the shoulder, and brought 
off to the Geneial Hospital. ‘ 

1 have not time to give you all the particulays; but thus 
much will serve to show you that, in consequence of this 
defeat, our prospects are rendered very dubious; and, un- 
less we can be quickly reinforced, perhaps they may be 
fatal, not only to us, who are stationed heie, but, also, to 
the Colonies in general ; the frontiers, especially, greatly, 
very gicatly, dapend apon keeping possession of this coun- 
try. 

Fou know, as well as any man, tho temper, digposition, 
and character of the Canadtans; they are not persevering 
in adversity; that they ara not to be depended apon, but, 
like the Savages, are extremely fond of choosing the 
strongest party; add to this, our enemies in this county, of 
whom there atc very many, uso every method to excite the 
Canadians against 0s; among other things, they tell hem 
that the United Colonies intend to abandon tho country. 
The clergy scfuse absolution to all who have shown them- 
selves om frionds, and preach up damnation to all those 
who will not take up arms against us, and tell them that, 
even now, it is not too late; thet we aro but a handful of 
men, &e., &e. 

I have sent an express to General Sehayler, Gereral 
Washington, and the Congress; but you know pe a 
they have to go, and that it is very uncertain how loig it 
will be before wo can have retief fiom them; therefore, let 
me beg of you, to collect, immediately, as many men og 
you can find, (six or seven hundied, if it can ho done,) and, 
some how or other, get into this country, and stay with ug 
till we enn have velief from the Colonies. 

You are sensible we have provisions, of all kinds, 
enough, and the wenther, in this country, is foxy very far, 
from being so frightful as many have imugined, ove 

You will sce that proper officers and soldieis are appoint. 
ed under you, and both officors and soldiers shall he paid 
as other Continental troops. It would be well for your 
men to set out as fast as they can bo collected ; not so 
much matter whether together, or not ; but let them sot out 
by (ens, twenties, thirtios, forties, or fifties, ns they can be 
first collected, for it must have a good effect upon the 
minds of the Canadians, to see succours coming on. 

You will be good enough to send copies of this letter 


to the people below you. Davin Wooster, 
To Colonel Warner. 


Innwary 15, 1776, 

The foregoing is a copy of a letter sent, by a Phas from 
Geneial Wooster to Colonel Harner, and from thence for- 
warded to me. 

Weare raising men here, to go to Montreal, as soon aa 
possible. Doubt not but you will think it of importance 
that recruits be immediately sent up, and hope you wilt 
forward as many ng possible from your regiment. 

Tam, sir, your humblo servant, 

Manx Iforxts.° 
To Colonel Barrett. : 


— 










GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SOHUYLER+ .: 


Cambridge, January 18, 17 

Dean Sin: I received your favour of the 18th iff 

with its enclosures, and am heartily sorry, and moat ai 

ly condole with you, upon the unhappy fall gh pe 1 
and worthy Montgomery, and those gall wofticsls aod? 


cea 
men who have experienced a like: Mite. 4 it \ hn 
af thie cantlaman America haa sustained & Heavy loss;"as 
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he had approved himself a steady friend to her rights, and 
of ability to sender her the most essential service. 

Lain much concerned lor the intrepid and enterprising 
Arnold, and greatly fear that consequences, of the most 

alarming nature, will resalt fom this well-intended, but un- 
fortunate attempt, 

It would give me the groatest happiness, if T could be 
the happy means of relieving our feflow-citizens now in 
Canada, and preventing the Ministerial troops fiom exult- 
jng long, and availing themselves of the advantages ayjsing 
from this repulse; but it is not in my power, since the dis- 
solution of the old Army. ‘The progiess in raising reciuits 
for the new has been so very slow and inconsiderable, that 
five thousand Militia have been called in to the defence of 
our Jines, A great part of these ae gone home, the time 
they engaged for being expired, and the rest retained with 
the utmost difficulty and peisuasion, though their going 
away would render the holding of them precarious and 
hazardous, in case of an attack. In shot, | have not aman 
fo spare. 

, In order that proper measures might be adopted, I called 
a council of General Officers, and upon Mi. John Adams, 
and other mombers of influence of the General Courts, and 
Jnid before them your letter and proposition. After duo 
consideration of their importances, they determined that the 
§Piavince of Massachusetts, and Colonics of Connecticut 
and New-Lampshire, should each, immediately, raise a 1¢+ 
giment, to continue in service for one year, and to maroh, 
forthwith, to Canada, agiegable to the route proposed in 
your letter to Congiess, This determination, with a copy 
of your letter, and the several enclosures, will be immedi- 
ately transmitted to the different Governments, for iaising 
those regiinents, which I have reason to believe will be com- 
spliecl with, ftom the assurances I have received fiom such 
of the Members of the Court as attended in Council, and 
othe General Officers promising to exert thicir utmost inte- 
rest and influence in their respective Colonies. 

If these yegiments should not be raised so soon as I 
could wish, yet, I would willingly hope, from the accounts 
wothave receiyod, that Colone) Arnold and his corps will 
ha joined by a number of men under Colonel IVarner, and 
from Connecticut, who, it is said, marched off directly on 
rtheir getting intelligence of this melancholy affair, If this 
account be trie, L wast they will be ina situation to op- 
pose and prevent My. Crrleton from regaining possession 
of what he has lost, and that, upon the arrival of the re- 
inforcement from these Colonies, which we have judged 
necessary to be sent, the city of Quebeck will be reduced to 
our possession. This ought to be effected before the Win- 
ter is entirely over, otherwise it will be exceedingly difli- 
cult, if not impracticable, as the enemy will, undoubtedly, 

«place a strong garrison there. Should this desirable work 
be ascomplished, our conquest in that quarter will be com- 
‘plete, But, yet, the loss of General Montgomery will over 
Li ae ramembeiad. 

At gives me pleasure to find that you will continue in sor- 
vies, and afford your assistance to relieve your country fiom 
the distresses which, at present, threaten hor In the North. 
Jam much obliged by your sending the clothing, but they 
are not arrived. 

‘None of the letters give an account how this unfortunate 

» affair ended, In Colonel Campbell's letter of the 81st, ul- 
‘timo, the division which Colonel @reche was in, he seems to 
think, was ia a very disagreeable situation, and drawing it 
off at night, or throwing in a party to sustain it, was an ob- 
ject he had much in view ; rere his information stops. In 
his letter of the 2d January, he says nothing about it. 
Wishing for the best, I hope they hnve not fallen a sacri- 
fice. Bat Udread further intelligence in the master. 
Hee Putnam is of opinion, that it will be better for 
sUiBetioops which may be raised in tha western parts of 
Oshitedtiout to go by Albany, than the route you have 
méntioned, by Number 4, and that you must lave pointed 
out this way from a supposition that the reinforcement 
ita be detached from this Army. You will please to 
® consider of what he has said, ond, if you concur with him 
in sontinents, inform Governour Trumbull of it by letter, 
* that he may give the necessary oiders. 
Lam, dear sir, with great respect and esteem, your most 


ighgmnble servant, 


Geonge: Wasuineron. 
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‘COLONEL ENO TO GLNERAL WASLINGTON. 
Cambridgo, January 18, 1776. 

May ir pLrasg your Excertency : When the hostilities 
of ovr enemies matle it necessary to raise an Army, for the 
common defeuce of the liberties of America, roused by the 
snered call of my country, J thought it my duty to exert 
my best abilitics, acquired by former services, for its pro- 
teation, and, therefore, without reluctance, bid adieu to the 
tranquil pleasures of private life, and joined the Army, in 
which I served during the last campaign, (if not with good 
fortune, at least without censie,) and should have been 
happy still to have continued in the publick servict; in a 
military capacity, could I do it with that confidence Which, 
I think, § om ontitled to, and without which no man! of 
honour would chovse to sei ye. 

By some misfortune oy other, I am satisfied I do not 
stand in that character, at Henad-Quarteis, which, as a 
Field-Officer, is necessary to my being sorviceable fo the 
great cause in which we are engaged; I must, therefore, 
beg your Excellency’s permission to resign my, command, 
as Lieutenant-Colonel of the Sixteenth Regiment, to which 
1 was appointed for the present campaign, No, islike to 
the service, but a regard to my honour, solely, iS Mie nibs , 
tivo of this request. ut a 

Iam, with great respect, your Excellency’s most#obe- 


dient, very humble servant, Rocka sEwoa 


To His Excollency George Washington, Esq., General, 
and Commander-in-chict of the Forces of the Thirteen 
United Colonies, : 


GUNERAL SULLIVAN TO NEW-HAMPSHINE ASSEMBLY. 
Winter-IU, January 18, 1778, 

Muven csrerany Gerruumen : It is with (he most sen+ 
sible pain I sit dawn to write you the melanchaly tidings 
of our Army’s being defeated at Quebeck, on the 81st De- 
cember, with the loss of one hundred and fifty killed and 
wounded, (according to the best accounts we can colleat,) 
and between thee and four hundred taken prisoners; 
among the latter, are a nember of our intepid New 
Hampshire friends, who maiched from thence with Cola- 
nel Arnold. The whole of his party, except himself, and 
some few that retired with him when he was wounded, are 
either killed or taken prisoners. The biave, the intrépjd, 
but, alas! too unfortunate General Montgomery, fell, and, 
with his departing spirit, courage and resolution forsaol 
the troops ho commanded. He attacked the lower town 
of Quedeck, at the Point Diamond ; on the opposite side 
Colonel Amold, with his party, nttaoked a place called St. 
Rogue, and, after an hour’s engagement, caniied a Wvo-gun 
battery, with the loss of about twenty, killed and wounded. 

They thon attacked a second battery, and cunigd it, 
sword in hand; but gaining’tha second battery provad their 
defeat, for, by possessing themselves of that, they advanced 
beyond the Patace Gate, that leads hom the upper town to 
the lower, fiom which the cnomy immediately issued, and, 
falling on their rear, drove them into the lower town, fiom 
whence they could not escape, as the enemy were possess- 
ed of the passage through which They entered; and, on the 
opposite side, the unfortunate Monigome:y’s parties were 
defeated, and had retired, so that the victors, turnin 
to oppose, brought the small, but brave and sesolutel 
between two Gres, They took possession of the 
town about seven in the morning, and, though expo 
a five in fiont and rear, as I mentioned, as, also, t6 a fire in 
flank, from the upper town, they bravely maintained their 
ground till night, when, despaiing of succour, and growing 
weny of slaughter, they surrendered themselves prisoners 
of war. 

The braye Montgomery, with his Aid-de-camp, were 
kifled the fist fire, and, I believe, that struck such a damp 
on hig party, that Jittle moro was done by them. ¢ 

Colonel Liningston, with his party of Canadians, made 
a feigned attack on the upper town, to favour the real at- 
tacks on the lower; but this was extremely ill executed. 
You will soon hear more paiticulatly about the matter, and 
how the whole country is in motion to assist our friends 
there, All the people west of Springfield are gone, Colo- 
nel Warner, with his Green-Mountain Boys,. marched, 
iminediately, to join the party which they had left, by 
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being, (as they thought,) ill-used by General Mon(go- 
mery. 

You will find, by the enclosed letter, that the General 
Council have determined that a regiment fiom each of the 
frontiers of New-Ilampshire, Massachusetts, and Connecti- 
cut, are to maich, with all possible expedition, to secure 
our conquests, and, if possible, retrieve the honour of the 
American arms, This resolution induced us to 1elease one 
of the regiments wiote for in my last, to serve here two 
months, and, instead thereof, for New-LTampshire to fur- 
nish one here, and one for Canada, the latter to be inlisted 
for twelve months. I have a prospect of raising one for 
this place, from among the recruits here, in the manner I 
forineily mentioned ; so you need give yourselves no other 
trouble about that, but advancing, upon the credit of the 
Continent, a month’s pay, advance, which beg you to do, 

The party going for Canada, I suppose General Wash- 
ington has ealled updu you to fuinish them with money, 
&c. , Upon my soul, it gives me pain to find that our Con- 
tinental chest is so often empty, and that parsimony and 
indolence, which has destroyed so many powerlu] States, 
is but too likely to destroy oms, To this, alone, was owing 
that fatal defeat at Quebeci, as the deceased Montgomery's 
lettera will fully show, for he seemed to prophesy his defeat 
from the want of money to pay off the troops. 

J have selected officers for the 1egiment to be stationed 
here, as 1 mentioned, (Captains Waldron, Chesley, and 
Place,) to take the command as Field-Officers, and have 
takon some of the best Captains and Subulterns. 

Lshould rejoice if Captain Mooney would, in conjunc- 
tion with the bearer, Lioutenant Clough, and two subal- 
terns, appointed by you, or them, undortake to bring in a 
company. The residue I can furnish myself, without giv- 
ing you any trouble, except what { mention. . 

With respect to the regiment bound to Canada, you will 
excuse my suggesting the necessity of raising that in tho 
western puits of the Golony. Colonel William Stark now 
happens to be in camp, and says he can, undoubtedly, raise 
the men. He is well acquainted with the country, and 
with the nature of such a maich, I would, therefore, for 
the good of the service, beg leavo to recommend him, un- 
less you have some other peison, mote suitublo, in view. 
T have directed him to wait on your Honours, and receive 
your commands, 

Captain John Parker, who was here sgme days since, 
was soliciting license fram Genaial Washington, and my- 
self, to raise four or five companies, and march to Canada; 
we, knowing of no necessity therefor, refused him. Per- 
haps he may be of some advantage in raising mon; but 
many among you know the man, and his communication. 
All these hints I throw out for the good of the service; I 
have no particular person in view, barely for his own sake. 
The good of my country is what I mean to promote: where 
LT mistake tho proper means to attain that desirable end, 

ou will please to correct me, as an ignotant offender, and 
believe me to be, as 1 really am,a trae friend to my coun- 
try, and your much obliged and humble servant, 
Joun Supnivan. 
Porthe General Assembly of New-Tampshive. 


iP, S. The General Its enclosed you copies of most of 
the important letters from Canada, My extreme hurry 

wilh hope, apologize for incorrectness. 
ours, J.8. 


« JOSEPH MAYHEW TO MASSACHUSETYS COUNCIL. 
Chilmark, January 18, 1776, 

* * 
we He ouren Sin: Judging it to be of importance to the 
Cc ia of Dukes, whereto | belong, that the honourable 
Council of this Colony be infotmed of the state of civil 
affitirs here, T think it to be my duty to give your Honour 
the following intelligence, with respect hereto, to bo sby 
your Honour communicated, if you shall think (it. 

_ Now, four, out of the nine, commissioned to be Justices 
in this County, viz: Jonathan Allen, John Worth, Enoch 
Coffin, and Thomas Cook, Esquires, and, also, Millia 
Mayhew, Esq., appointed Sheriff, and Mr. Robert Allen, 
appointed Coioner, remain unsworn, appealing unwilling 
to be so, and neither of them, except Jonathan Allen, Esq., 
being present, when the other civil officers bere were 
sworn, which was done on the 22d of November ast. 
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Of the five Justices who hava been swarn, two, viz? 
Ebenezer Smith and Bariah Norton, Esquires, live at 
Edgartown; and two, viz; James Athearn and Shubael 
Cotter, squires, at Tisbury, and 1, only, at Chibnarte; 
and the only person Coroner, Mr, Ebenezer Norton, lives 
at Edgartown. 

As I have thus informed your Honour who, of those who 
have been commissioned to be civil officers, have declined 
being swoin, I hope it will not be thought impertinent if £ 
account for this in the following manner: 

The seal state of things here, sir,as F apprehend, is this : 
There are some here who are teally not well-aflected to 
the present Government, nor to the measures now puisued 
in defence of our civil liberties, and these ill-affcted per- 
sons endeavour to_embariass the establishing of civil go- 
veinment in this County, and, through their suggestions, in 
part, at least, many poisons here, perhaps near one-halfof 
the people of this County, imaging that it is best for us, 
considering our situation, to be still, and in no way to show 
ouselves to be on the side of the asseitors of our civil li- 
beities, lest we, thereby, provoke the invaders of our coasts 
to ruin us; and it is (as, Ethink, 1 have suficient reason 
to believe,) through such an apprehension as this, that so 
many of those, who have been lately appointed civil offi- 
cers, are unwilling to be sworn. 

I mean, sir, that many hete wore thus intimidated, till 
the honourable General Assembly of this Colony disco- 
vored their late resolution, with respect to the defence of 
this country ; but how far people here, ave, heraby, embal- 
dened to appear in defence of their rights and liberties, I 
cannot yet tell. And as, for aught £ know, some, or all 
of those whom { have above-mentioned, are unwilling to 
be sworn, may havo their fears so far temoved as to muni+ 
fest a dosite to have the oath administered to them, and f 
am ata Joss what we, who aro empoweled to administer 
tho oath, ought to do in this case, | am very deshous of 
the direction of the honowable Council herein, 

As to a Sheiiff for this County, about the want of which 
officer here, 1 am peculiarly concerned. 1 hope ig:will 
not appear assuming in me, if I mention Major Peter Nor- 
ton us a suitable, and, perbaps, all things consiclered, the 
most suitable person to be Sherif of this County, and, also, 
to be Colonel of the Regiment of Militia here, the latter of 
which oftices, he, as I perceive, prefers. And if he is not 
made Sheriff, I humbly propose that he be maden Justice 
of the Peace at least, if not « Justice of the Plens niso, 
for this County, A great part of this letter may, perhaps, 
appear asa yain repetition of what I wrote above a month 
ago to the Ion, Colonel Otis, as President of the honou' 
ablo Council; but having reason, sir, to fear that my Jet- 
ter has miscarried, | have thought it proper for me to write 
as above, 

This, honoured sir, with great respect and deference to 
tho honourable Council, and to you [lonour in particular, 
is fiom, honoured sir, your Honour’s most obedient, and 


most humble servant, Josuen Mayiew 


To the [Honourable President of the Council. 





CAPTAINS SALTER AND DANIELS’ RETURN OF SIOALERS. 

In Congross, al Eaotor, Junuary §, 1776, 

Voted, That Captain Titus Salter and Captain Eliphalet 
Daniels, be appointed to go over to the Isle of Shoals, and 
inform all the inhabitants there, that it is the opinion ‘of 
this Congress that the situation of the said islands is such, 
that the inhabitants are exposed to our enemies in the pre- 
sent unhappy controversy, and may be obliged by their 
weak, defenceless circumstances, and inability to defend 
themselves, to assist our enemics; and that, for said rea- 
sons, it is absolutely necessary that they should, immedi- 
ately, remove themselves, with their effects, to the main 
land, (to tarry during the presont ili to such place, 
or places, as they may choose ; and, provided they noglect , 
to comply herewith for the term of ten days after this 
tice, that they be informed that they must be browglh 

by authority. 

Extract fiom the Minutes of Congress: te. 
Attest: E, Tuosrsoy, Sdergtaty." 

Pursuant to the above yote of Congres pe sopaited tp 

the Island of Shoals, on the 16th instant, eis the ‘first 






1 
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favowrable opportunity that offered, and after communica’ 
ting to die inhabitants the contents of the yote of Congress, 
we proceeded to number the inhabitants, and underneath 
are the different numbers on each Island : 


Star Island: Men 81, women 34, childven 94,- ~ 159 
Hog Inland: Men 13, women 13, children 26, - ~ 49 
Smutty Nose: Men 2, women, 2 children 15, + ~ 19 


Toul,. - - - - = 227 


Given under our hands, Portsmouth, January 18, 1776. 
Tires SaLren. 
Exspnacet Dantes. 


VIRGINIA COMMITTEE OF SAFITY, 
c Willamsburgh, January 19, 1776, 


The Committee of Safety will proceed on Monday, the 
12th of next month, to the choice of the several Officers 
for the Company of Artillery, ditected by the General Con- 
vention, to wit: One Captain, thee Lieutenants, one Ser- 
geant, four Bombaidiers, and eight Gunners. All persons 
inclined to be employed theiein, and who can be well re- 
commended, are desired to attend on that day. 

By order of the Committee of Safety : 

J. Penpueron, Clerk, 


MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFRTY TO RICIAND TTARRISON. 
{No. 1} Annapolis, January 19, 1776. 
Sin: You havo, enclosed, an invoice and bill of lading of 
thiteen hundied and eighty-six barials of flour, in the Brig 
Sam, Robert Forsythe, master, with ninety-one barrels of 
bread; also, four thousand staves, on account of the Pio- 
vince, which you will dispose of in the best manner to your 
eneral instiuctions, and the letters heretofore sent you. 
Ve have only engaged this vessel to deliver her cargo to 
ou. As soon, thesefore, as she is unloaded, if you should 
have no further use for her, you may discharge her. We 
shall bo glad to hear of her safe arrival, and likewise, to 
have intelligence from you, of your transactions, by every 
good opportunity, 
We aro, &e. 
To Mr. Richard Harrison, Martinico, per Brigantine Sam, 


MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CAPLAIN FORSYTHE. 
Anuapolss, January 19, 1776. 


Sin: You are to proceed from hence, to the Island of 
Martinico, and there deliver the enclosed lette:, and your 
argo, to Mr. Richard Harrison, If Mr. Harrison should 
not be at the Island of Martinico, address to Mr. Al‘ Crea- 
ry, and if he should not be there, you are, in that case, to 
open the letter nddréssed to Mr, Harrison, sell your cargo 
‘at the very highest prices you can get, The money arising 
from the sales, you must lay out in gunpowder, if you can 
get it, if not, in muskets, fitted with good bayonets, and if 
they are not to be had, saltpetre and sulphur, and if you 
cannot get those articles, then lay out the whole in coarse 
strong linens and Jtussta duck, and take care you are not 
imposed on in your purchases. As soon as you have done 
your business, male the best of your way home, and avoid 
speaking with vessels on the coast. When you come into 
the latitude of our Capes, if you have a stiong fair wind in, 
push up the Bay as fast as possible, and if you find it failing 
run into some small harbour, and there wait until you have 
a favourable opportunity to get into Potomack, Patuxent, 
or Annapolis, If you find a better chance of getting into 
any of the jnlets between Cape Charles and Cape Hen- 
lapen, than into our Bay, you may push into one of them, 
andl send an express to the Council of Safety, letting them 
knew where you are, and what you have got, but take care 
and land your goods under the care of a Committee as soon 
as you can, for fear af being followed by the tenders, In 
going out, = had better take a brisk gale of wind, or got 
out of nights, as tenders commonly keep a strict watch at 
the Capes in the day time; but hope you will behave with 
care and industry on this voyage, If you are chased, and 
find you must be taken, throw all your papers overboard, 
with weights to sink them. 


To Captain Robert Forsythe. 
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LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
Elizabothtown, January 19, 1776.—3 o'clock, P. M, 
Dear Sin: J embrace this opportunity to faform you, 
that the whole party, destined for the Queen’s County ex+ 
pedition, got safe into New-York yesterday, the last divi- 
sion of Minute-Men in the evening, and doubt not they are 
chiefly on Long-Island by this time. 
Tam, your most obedient, most humble servant, 
Srrmurne. 
Y 


To the Honourable John ITancock, Esq. 


NEW-JERSEY COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO PRESIDENT OF 
CONGRESS. 
[Read January 22, 1776.—~Reforred.] 
Tronton, January 19, 1776, 

Dear Sin: Your favour of the 22th current, covering 
sundry resolutions of the Congress, relating to the officers 
and soldiers, ptisoneis in this town, I duly received, and 
our Committee met, and made the officers acquainted with 
the determination of Congress. The officers have made 
choice of Bordentown, for the place of their residence, and 
iequest that the band of musick, and their servants, may 
go with them, which was agreecble to our Committee, and 
hope it will meet the approbation of Congress. They re- 
quested some short time to consider the matter respecting 
their drawing of bills, for the payment of the expense alrea- 
dy inured. 

I beg leave to return two commissions, which were filled 
up wrong through misinformation, and request you will send, 
me two blank ones, signed ns famerly; two more wera in 
the same predicament, which I have made answer, and 
which occasioned my former application for four, If agrac- 
able, the commissions for the third battalion may be sent 
at same time. T must again repeat, that near one half the 
new-raised two battalions are without arms, We have got 
no fund in this Colony to avail ourselves of money to pur'+ 
chase them with. ‘the six thousand dollars advanced b 
Congress is expended, and unless four thousand more is 
advanced, as far as [am able to determine, you will have 
near one battalion supported at a very gieat expense, with- 
out arms, (which can be had for mieiey ) and, consequently, 
unfit for service. Mr, Lowrey was with mo this morning, 
and is of the same opinion. 

I am orderetl by our Committee of Safety to write to 
you. I have onclosed a copy of their order, that you may 
have their full meaning; and have the honour to be, with 
all due respect to the Congress, your most obedient, ham- 


ble servant, Samuen Tucker, 
To the Wonomable John Hancock, Usq. 


Nowy-Jorsoy Committoe of Safoty, Princeton, 
January 13, 1776, 


Ordered, 'That the President write to the Continental 
Congress, acquainting them that the Congress of this Pra- 
vince is to meet 31st instant, at New-Brunswick, at which 
time they will, undoubtedly, give all due attention to raising 
the battalion ordered in this Cony, Being firmly pur- 
suaded that the appointment of officers by the Congress 
will give much greater satisfaction in the Colony than if 
appointed by the Committee, this Committee have, for 
weighty reasons, deferred issuing warrants, until the meet- 
ing of Congress; at the same time recommend Azariah 
Dunham, Esq., to be appointed Commissary for supplying 
such Battalion when raised. 

¢ By order of the Committee : 
Samugn Tucxgn, President, 


©, 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRISs, 
[Raid Junuary 27.—Roforred to Mr. Lynch, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Shorman, 
Mr. Waid, Mr, Samuol Adams.} 

Cambnidge, January 19, 1776, 
Sin: Talking it for granted that Gencial Schuyler has 
not only informed you of the fall of the brave, and much to 
be lamented, General Montgomery, but of the situation of 
our affairs in Canada, (as selated by General Wooster, 
Colonel Arnold, Colonel Campbell, and others,) I shall 
not tale up much more of your time on this subject, than 
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is necessary to enclose you a copy of his letter to me, with 
the result thercon, as appeas by the Council of War, 
which I immediately summoned on the occasion, and at 
which Mr, Adams, by my particular desire, was good 
enough to attend. It may appear stiange, sit, as 1 had 

~ not men ‘to spare from these lines, that I should presume, 
without first sending to Congress, and obtaining an express 
direction, to recommend to the Governments of Massachu- 
setis, Connecticut, and New-Lampshire, to raise each a 
regiment, on the Continental account, for this service. I 
wish, most ardently, that the urgency of the case would 
have admitted of the delay ; 1 wish, also, that the purpoitof 
General Schuyler’s letter had not, unavoidably, as it were, 
laid me under an indispensable obligation t do it. For, 
having informed you in his letter (cory of which he en- 
closed me) of his dependance on this quarter for men, 1 
thought you might, also, have some icliance on my exer- 
tions; this consideration, added to my fears of tho fatal 
consequences of delay, to an information of your having 
designed three thousand men for Canada; to a belief, 
founded chiefly on General Schuyler’s letters, that few or 
none of them are raised; and to my apprehensions for 
New- Yori, which led me to think that no troops could he 
spared from that quarter, induced me to lose not a mo- 
ment’s time in throwing in a force there, being well assured, 
that General Carleton will improve, to the utmost, the ad- 
vantages gained, leaving no aitifices unwied to fix the Ca- 
nadians and Indians, (who, we find, are too well disposed 
to take part with the strongest,) in his interest. 

‘If these reasons aro not sufticient to justify my conduct 
in the opinion of Congress, if tho measure contravenes any 
resolution of theirs, ney will please to countermand the 
levying and marching of the regiments as soon as possible, 
and do me the justice to believe, that my intentions woo 
good, if my judgment has erred. 

The Congress will please, also, to observe, that the mea- 
sure of supporting our posts in Canada, appeared of such 
exceeding great importance, that the Genial Officers, 
(agreeing with me in sentiment, and unwilling to lay any 
burden which can possibly be avoided, although it ma 
tum out an ill-timed piece of parsimony,) have resolved, 
that the threo regiments for Canada shall be part of the 
thiteen Militia regiments which were requested to rein- 
force this Army, as appeas by the Minutes of anothor 
Council of War, held on tho 16th instant., 

Y shall, being much hywried and fatigued, add no more 
in this letter than my duty to Congress, and that I hava 
the honour to be, sir, your most obedient and mast humble 


servant, Gronat Wasninoron, 


To the Honourable John Iancock, Esq. 

P.§. I enclose you a copy of my letter to the Govern- 
ments of Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New-LHampshire ; 
also, a copy of a resolution of this Colony, in answer to an 
application of mino for arms. G, W. 


Sinco writing tha above, I have been informed by a mes- 
saga from the General Couit of Massachusetts, that they 
shave resolved upon the taising of a regiment for Canada, 
and appointed the FielesOfficcis for it in the western part 
of this Government. I am also informed, by express from 
Governour Liwmbull, that ho and his Council of Safety 
had agreed upon the raising of a regiment for the same 
purpose, which was anticipating my application to that 
Government. If commissions (and they are applied for) 
are to be given by Congress‘to tho three regimenta going 
to Canada, you will please to have them fowarded, as I 
have none by me for that purpase. G.Wwe 


Albany, Januwy 13, 1776, 

I wish I had no aceasion to send my dear Genaral this 
melancholy account, My amiable friend, tho gallant Mont- 
gomery, is no more; the biave Arnold is wounded ; and 
wwe have met with a severe check in an unsuecessfil at- 
tempt on Quebecle, May Heaven be graciously pleased 
that the misfortune may terminate here. I tremble for our 
people in Canada; and nothing, my dear sir, seems left to 

prevent the most fatal consequences, but an immediate 1¢- 
ainforcement, that is no where to be had but from you, and 
the only route that which I haye pointed out in my letter 
to Congress, copy of which you have ebelosed; nor do I 
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think that a less number than T have mentioned, will 
sufice, Should youy Excellency think proper to send 
the Woops, you will please to let me know it by express, 
that I may send provisions to Onton River. 

Congiess has wrote to me on the subject of my request 
toretiic. Our affains aie much woise than when I made 
tho request ; this is motive suflicient for me to serve my: 
country in any way Tean be thought most serviceable ; 
but my utmost can be but litle, weak and indisposed as 
lam. 

The clothing is gone to Cambiidge. 

Tam your Excellency’s most obedient and most humble 
servant, P 

uinip Scuuy.er. 


To His Excellency Geneial Hashington. 


At a Council of War, held at Head-Quaiters in Cam 
bridge, January 16, 1776: 

Prosent: His Excellency Gencial Washington, the Hon- 
ourable John Adams, Member of the honourable Conti- 
nental Congiess, Majot-Geneinl ard, Majo-General 
Puinam, Biigadier-General THeath, Brigadier-General 
Spencer, Brigadier-General Sullivan, Biigadier-General 
Greene, Biigadier-General Gates, : 

Ilis Excellency the Commander-in-chief, laid befere the 
Council Letters ieceived last night from Major-General 
Schuyler, enclosing copies of Letters fiom Buigadier-Ge- 
neral Hooster, Colonel Arnold, and Colonel Donald Canp- 
bell, containing the melancholy account of the death ‘of 
General Montgomery, tho wounding Colonel Arnold, and 
the consequent failure of the success of the assault upon 
tho city of Quebeck, on the Bistof December last. 

Ths Excellency then requested the opimon of the Couns 
cil, whether it be proper, in the present circumstances of 
the lines, to detach a reinforcement fiom hence, to tho 
succour of the troops in Canada, 

The quostion being put, it was 

Resolved, That in the present feeble state of the Regis 
ments here, it was improper to detach any force fiom these 
lines to Quebeck, or Canada, 


The General then asked, whether in the present critical 
situation of aflairs in Canada, he should, in their opinion, 
stand justified in requesting, in behalf of the Contment, a 
supply of Troops fiom the New-Hngland Governments 
which was, unanimously, :esolyed in tho aflivmative, ; 

The Council then, unanimously, advised his Excellency, 
the General, immediataly to apply to tho Legistature af 
each of the above-mentioned Colonies, Rhode-Island ex« 
cepted, forthwith to raise a regiment of seven hundred and 
twenty-eight men, officers included, and direct them to 
maich with all possible expedition, by the 1oute prescribed 
by Major-General Schuyler, to Canada, to be continued 
until the Ist of January next, as part of the Continental 
Army, should the affaiis of the Continent require it. 

Tis Excellency then demanded the opinion of the Couns 
cil, whether ten vegiments of Militia of seven hundred and 
twenty-eight men cach, oflicers included, to be added to 
the troops now in the lines, and expected to be inlisted; 
would not be a sufficient number to answer all the pur- 
poses of offence and defence ordered and intended against 
the Ministetial army in Boston. 

Resolved, unanimously, That as matters ae at pesent 
circumstanced, it is best that the thiee regiments intended 
for Canada, should be taken out of the thirteen whieh 
have been 1equested to reinforce the Aimy in these lines, 
and that ten regiments, only, be marched to Camditdge, 
to serve until the Ist of Aprid next, 


The Council were, unanimously, of opinion, that in the 
present situation of the affairs of the Colony of Ahédde~ 
Jsland, continually subject and exposed to the attacks 
of the Ministerial Moct, and detached bodies of troops, it 
was neither piudent nor reasounble to demaud any m0r0 
troops from thenea, 7 x 

, ya 
Ata Council of Geneial Officers, held at Head: Quaté 
tersin Cambridge, January 16, 1776: re aod 

Present: His fxcellency General Washington, the 
Honourable John Adams, the Honourable James Warren’, 
Major-Genesal Hard, Major-General Putedm, Biigadier~ 


* 
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General Heath, Biigadier-General Spencar, Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Sudfivan, Biigadier-General Greene, Brigadior-Ge- 
neral Gates. 

The Commander-in-chief laid before the Council a state 
of the .egiments in the Continental Army, the consequent 
svenkness of the lines, and, in his judgment, the indispen~ 
sable necessity of making a bold attempt to conquer the 
Ministerial troops in Boston, before they can be reinforced 
in the Spring, if the means enn be provided, and a fayoura- 
ble opportunity offer, and then desired the opinion of the 
Council thereon. bi 
+ The Council agreed, unanimously, that a vigorous at- 
tempt ought to be made upon the Ministerial army in 
Boston, as soan as practicable, all concurring eireumstances 
favouring the wished-for suceess ; and advised Ilis Excel- 
lency to request from this, and the neighbouring Colonies, 
thirteen reginents of Militia to bis aid, to be at Cambridge 
by the fst of February, and to consist of the same number 
of men and officers, as those upon, the Continental esta- 
blishmont, and to remain (should occasion require) until 
the Inst of Afarch, application to be made to the General 
Cout of the Massachusetts-Bay for seven of those regi- 
ments; to Connecticut, for four; and to New-Ilampshire, 
for two ; exempting Rhode-Island from their quota of men, 
on account of the repeated insults of the enemy’s ships of 
war, and the exposed situation of the sea-cousts of that 
Colony, 

His Excellency also informed the Council of the great 
deficiency of aims, and the small prospect of a supply, (the 
Recruiting Officers having signified to him, that’ the re- 
eruits would not bring arms without an allowance for the 
use of them, and be assured they might carry them home 
at the expiration of their services.) 

The Council, thereupon, advised the General to pro- 
cue arms upon thote terms, as there seemed no probabi- 
lity of getting imported arms, and the se1vice must be put 
io the utmost hazard without, 


Catnbridgo, January 19, 1776. 


Gevroumex: The enclosures herewith sont, convey 
such full accounts of the sad reverse‘of our affirs in Ca- 
nada, as to rensler it unnecessary for me, in ny present 
hurry, ‘to add ought to the tale. ‘Your spirited Colony 
will, I have no doubt, be sufficiently impressed with the 
expediency of a vigorous exestion to prevent the evils 
which, other wise, must follow from the 1epulse of our troops. 
Tt does not admit of a doubt but that General Carleton 
will improve this advantage to the vimost, and if he should 
be able to give different current of sentiment to the Cana- 
diana and Indians, than those they seemed inclined to adopt, 
words are unnecessury to describe the melancholy effect 
that will, inevitably, follow. Tam persuaded, therefore, that 
you will exert yourselves to the utmost, to thow in the 
reitiforcement, (by the raute mentioned in General Sehuy~ 
Ter’s letter,) that is now required of your Colony, as the 
doing of it expeditiously may prove a matter of the utmost 
mydrtance. You will perceive, by the Minutes of the 
Council of War enclosed, that the regiment asked of you 
for Canada is one of the number applied for in my letter 
of thy £6ih instant, and that the only difference with re- 
spect {o the requisition, is the length of time, and place of 
setvice, as no good would result from sending troops to 
Canada for a shorter period than the Continental Aimy is 
raised for, to wit: till the 1st of January, 1777. 

Tam, gentlemen, with great respect, your most obedient, 


humble servant 
% Gronce Wasnineron. 


To the General Court of Massachusetts- Bay. 


4 ) 


a nf : 
AK Latter similar to the preceding was sent to the Go- 
vernments of Connceticut and New- Llampshire. 


January 19, 1776, 

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to take into 
consideration his Excelleney General Washington’s Letter 
to this Court, of the 16th instant, have attended that ser- 
vies, and report as followeth, yiz: 

That his Excellency he informed that it is the opinion of 
this Court, there would be a general supply of fire-arms 
lrought into the camp, if be would give publick notice that 
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if the recruits would come well armed, they should be 
allowed for the use of their arms, and, if lost in the ser- 
vice, the just value of them should be paid; and that their 
arms shall not be detained from them when their time of 
servicg shall expire. And that, to detain tho arms of 
the Militia, without their consent, would neither promote 
the good of the service, nor facilitate the arming the forces, 
as it would produce a general uneasiness through the coun- 
try. And that bis Excellency be also informed, that this 
Colony haye in stave, but about two hundred fire-arms, 
part of which are out of repair; such as will do for the 
service, although provided for the particular use of this 
Colony, we shall be ready to deliver, if they shall be need- 
ed, and do all in our power to aid his Excellency in arm- 
ing the troops. 

By order: 


In Council, January 16, 1776: Read and sent down. 
Pennz Monrron, Deputy Secretary, 


Janes Prescors, 


In the House of Represeniatives, January 16, 1776: 
Read and accepted, and thereupon, Ordered, That the 
Committee appointed to wait upon His Excellency Gen- 
eral Washington, on the subject of bis Letter of the £0th 
current, be a Committee to present him a copy of the 
within Report. Sent up for concurrence. 

Jauns Wannen, Speaker. 


In Council, January 16, 1776; Read and concurred. 
Peres Morvon, Deputy Secretary. 


A true copy.—Attest : 
Perez Monron, Deputy Secretary, 


Vond-Quartors, Cambridge, January 12, 1776, 

(Parule, Pendtetan,} (Countersign, Deane, } 

Tlis Excellency, the Commander-in-chief, having been 
pleased to order an advertisement in the several news- 
papeis of this and the adjoining Colonies, commanding 
all Officers, non-Commissioned Officers, and Soldiers, now 
absent upon any leaye or pretence whatsoever, to join 
their respective Regiments, at Roxbury and Cumbridge, by 
the Ist day of February next, and all Officers neglecting 
so Hy due obedience thereto, will be forthwith eashiered, 
and every nou-Commissioned Officer and Soldier, failing 
therein, to be tried and punished as Desesters,” the Colo- 
nels, and Comnmnding Officers of Regiments and Corps, 
are now positively ordered not to grant auy more furloughs, 
or leaves of absence to any Officer, non-Commissioned Ofi- 
eer, or Soldier, any former order or permission heretofore 
given notwithstanding. His Excellency, therefore, expects 
every Colonel, and Commanding Officer of Regiments and 
Corps, will direct all those absent from their Regiments or 
Corps, to pay strict obedience to this Order, that no person 
may plead, or be allowed to plead, ignorance thereof, 


\ 
Hoad-Quartors, Cambridgo, January 13, 1778, 
(Parole, Conway.) (Countersign, Grafton) 

‘To prevent any misconception of the Order of yesterday, 
it is declared, that the Commanding Officors of Regiments 
are not restrained from sending out'as many recruiting offi- 
cers as can be spared from the duties of their respective 
Regiments, but that those officers, together with such as 
are now out with their recruits, be positively ordered to 
be in camp by the Jast of this month, that our 1ealstrength 
may be fully and clearly ascertained. 

The Colonels, and Commanding Officers of Corps, to 
recommend it, immediately, to their recruiting officers, ta 
get all their recruits armed in the country; or, at least, as 
many as it is possible to have supplied with arms from 
thence. . 
af Toad-Quartors, Cambridga, January 14, 1776, 
(Parole, Pete: Serough.) (Countersign, London) 

A General Court-Martial to sit to-morrow morning in 
Cambridge, to try such prisoners as shall he brought before 
them. All evidences and persons concerned to altend the 
Court. The Court to assemble at Mr. Pomeroy’s, at ten 
in the forenoon. : 


Head-Quarters, Cambridga, Janunry 16, 1776, 
(Parole, Lauiterel.) (Countorsign, Fox.) 
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Tead-Quarters, Cambridge, January 16, 1776. 

(Parole, Sayre.) (Countersign, Lewit.) 

Notwithstanding the repeated ordets issued in the coulse 
of the last campaign, forbidding all officers commanding 
Guards, to suffer any of their Guard to be absent day or 
night from their Gaard until regularly relieved, yet it is 
with surprise the General hears that it is a common prac- 
tice, evan at the advanced posts next the enemy. Any 
officer comnianding at any of the guards or outposts, who 
shall, for the future, suffer any of their officers or men to 
be absent, until regulaily relieved, will be put in arest, and 
tied for disobedience of orders. 


Hond-Quarters, Cambridge, January 17, 1776, 
(Parole, Cornwallis.) (Countersign, Hartley.) 


Hoqd-Quarters, Cambridge, January 18, 1776, 
(Parole, Worcesteh) (Countersign, Cambridge.) 
Samuel Neason, Quartermaster to Colonel Prescoti’s 
Regiment, tried at a General Court-Martial, wheeof Col- 
onel Patterson was President, for “defrauding the Sol- 
dievs of their allowance of Bread,” is acquitted by the 
Court. ‘The General orders Quartermaster Neason to be 
released from his ariest. 
Iload-Quartors, Cambridgo, Junuary 19, 1776, 
(Patole, New-Haven,) (Countering, Lee.) 
One Sergeant, one Corporal, and twelve men, fram Gen- 
_ eral Putnam’s division, to mount to-morrow morning for the 
Provost Guard, at the old School-llouse, on Cambridge 
Comnion, ‘To this guard all prisoners accused of crimes, 
cognisable by a General Court-Martial, aro to be sent, and 
all suspected spies, and all strollers and stragglers, who 
cannot give a proper account of themselves. ‘The guard is 
to he under the immediate command of the Provost, and 
he is only to receive orders from Head- Quarters, the Gon- 
eral-in-chief, the Adjutant and Quai(ermaster-Generals lor 
the time being. 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO MASSACIIUSETTS ASSEMBLY, 
Cambridge, January 19, 1776. 
_Gantuenen : The enclosures tivrewith sent convey such 
‘full accounts of the sad reverse of our affairs in Canada, 
ag to render it unnecessary for me, in mys present hurry, 
to add ought to the tales 

Your spisited Colony will, | have no doubt, be su(li- 
ciently impressed with the expediency of a vigorous exer= 
tion lo prevent the evils which must follow from the re- 
pulse of our troops. It dows not admit of a doubt but that 
General Carleton will improve this advantage to the utmost 5 
and if he should be able to give another current of senti- 
ment to the Canadians and Indians, than those they 
seemed inclined to adopt, words ac unnecessary to dascribe 
the melancholy effect that must inevitably follow, 

T am persuaded, therefore, that you will exert yourselves 
to the utmost to throw in the reinforcement by the route 
mentioned in General Schuyler’s letter, that is now re- 
quired of your Colony, gs the doing of it, expeditiously, 
muy prove a matter of the utmost importance. 

Youcwill poreeive by the Minutes of the Council of War, 
ericlosed, that the regiment asked of you, for Canada, is one 
of the seven applied for in my letter of the 6th instant, 
and that the ouly difference with respect to the requisition 
is the length of time and place of service, a3 no good 
would result from sending troops to Canada for a shorter 
period than the Continental Army is raised for, to wit, ull 
the fvstof January, 1777. ‘ 

Lat, gentlemen, &. Gronce Wasmnaron. 


The Honourable General Court of Aassachusctts- Bay. 


. 


* Ta the Honourable Matthew Thornton.—A, lettcr of 
the same date and similar to the preceding one, 


To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, &o.—A letter 
of the same date and similar to the preceding ones to the 
Honourable Genetal Court of Massachusetts-Bay, and the 
Honourable Matthew Thornton, Esq., with this postscript : 
« Your favour of the 15th instant now lies before me, but 
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the hurry in which Tam engaged, at present, allows no more 
than time for acknowledgment of it, 
Yous, &c. G, W. 


GENDRAL SULLIVAN TO COLONELS WALDRON and CIInSLEY, 
Winter-Hill, Jnnuary 19, 1776, 

A. requisition being made upon the Colony of New- 
Hampshire for a vegiment of men, consisting of seven hun- 
dred and twenty-cight, including all officers, I have, after 
consulting his Ixcellency General Washington, thought 
proper to raise and officer a 1egiment out of the officers 
and soldieis lately come in from that Colony, to remain in 
the Continental service until the first day of April next. 
T have named eight Captains, and have nominated you, the 
suid John faldron, as chief Colonel of said regiment, and 
you, the said Alpheus Chesley, as Lieutenant-Colonel 
thereof, and have wrote to the General Assembly upon 
the measure I have adopted, and requested them to fur- 
nish one month’s pay, advance, for said vegiment, upon the 
ciedit of the Continent, 

You are, therefore, requested, immediately, to repair to 
the General Assembly, wait on them with my complimants 
and these ordeis ; receive their commands, and, inmedi- 
ately, proceed to complete the regiment proposed, and re- 
turn to Head-Quarters by the first day of Zebruary next. 
You will please to pay strict obedience to the commands 
of that Assembly, and on all occasions give notice of your 
proceedings to your humble servant, 

Joun Sun.tvan, 
Brigadier-Qeneral of the Continental Army. , 


To John Waldron,and Alpheus Chesley, Esquires. 


SAMUEL DEXTER TO PURDY MORTON, 
Woodstook, January 28, 1776, 


Sin: Your lettor of the Ist instant, wrote by’ direction 
of the major part of the honourable Council, informing 
me of my appointment to be first Justice of the Court of 
Common Pleas, for the County of Sufoll, did not come 
to hand till the arrival of the third post aftar its dato, or I 
sliould sooner have returned the answer expected from me, 

At a time when my declining a seat in the General 
Court has removed all ground of objection from any sup- 
posed impropriety of acting, both in a legislative and judi- 
ciary capacity, I should not choose to exouse myself from, 
accepting this trast, did not the fll state of my heulth abgo* 
lutely 1equire it. 

My complaints, which have been, gradually, increasing 
for more than two years past, are chiefly of the nervous 
kind, and forbid any degree of mental application beyond 
what is indispensably necessary for the management of my 
private conceins. I cannot promise myself strength suffi- 
cient even for matters of such comparatively small im- 
portance, 

Such of the honourable gentlemen with whom T for- 
merly sat in Council will testify for me, that, however 
pooily I acquitted myself in the discharge of my duty to 
the publick, I ever appeared solicitous to act a part that, 
should meet with approbation, 

Although in the department designed me, but moderate 
altention and study may be thought requisite, yet even 
that Lam, by indisposition of body, which affects my mind, 
rendered totally unfit for. 

Some time since I came to a determination never to en+ 
gage in any new kind of employment of a publick nature ; 
and, for the future, to do no more than a conscientious re- 
gard for my oath should demand of me in the office ! haye, 
for divers years past, sustained; and J hava, sir, to request 
that you would, by communicating this letter, make their 
Honours acquainted with a resolution which L have, upon 
muature thought, found it needful to enter into. 

{ am no Jess desirous that the honourable Board should 
know trat I have a grateful sense of the honour they have 
done me; ,and that [ wish their happiness with a forvenoy 
not (o be expressed, although exceeded by the ardouk with 
whieb I pray for the salvation of my country. Breas 

lam, sir, your most obediont servarit, © 1) if 4 

Sauvet’(Dexrer, — 
To Perez Morton, Esq., Deputy Secretary of Massichu- 
setis-Bay, Watertown, =) + 


} 
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ON OPENING THE PORTS OF THE COLONIES TOTHE VESSELS MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFELY TO DELEGATES IN CONGRESS. 


OF FRANCE AND SPAIN. 
Williamabiigh, Virginia, January 20, 1776, 


As the Ministry, and their tools, havo persisted in charg- 
ing America with a desire of independence, and in spite of 
all the most solemn declarations on her part, that she is 
still (or rather, I hope, was) willing to be subject to Bri- 
tait,as completely as she was in the year 1763, and as we 
have good reason to suppose, great as their lust of power 
is, that avarice has tho greatest share in influencing their 
conduct, and that, therefore, not merely an empty title to 
superiority is claimed, or even a substantial revenue, but 
that something more is insisted on, the total monopoly of 
our trade ; I say, as these things are evident, we have just 
cause of complaint, and may well resent such low suspi- 
cion and base treatment. 

Whoever considers the acts of Parliament, laying re- 
strictions on the trade of the Colonies, before tho year 
1763, will be astonished to find that the Congress, after 
ono of their petitions had been treated with contempt, 
and a bloody, perfidious, and inhuman war was entered 
into against them, should consent that those acts should 
still be binding on them ! 

When we entered into an association not to trade with 
Qreat Britain, provided she had been contented to try 
who could hold out Jongest, and see who would repent fist, 
and make the first overtures of accommodation, it would 
have been right to have contented ourselves with our own 
manufactures: but when they not only laugh at our efforts 
in this way, and affect to despise our whole trade, as of no 
importance to them, but also have, by levying against usa 
heavy and savage war, obliged us to incur many and gieat 
expenses, and to veglect, in many parts of our country, 
agriculture and manufactures, wa must be fools, indeed, 
not to open our ports, and to try what value may be put 
on our trade by France and Spain, and how we may, 
thereby, fofuence them in our fivour, and endeavour, by 
our trade, to procure every thing necessary for the support 
of the war, and our defence and comfort. By doing this 
wo pave the way to a powerful alliance, and by it may 
humble the pride of our onemies, may show them we bid 
defiance to their attempts to enslave us, and that, so far 
from being sufferers for want of their trade, we can do ten 
times better without it, 

Jf the ports were open to all nations, except the Bri- 
tish, we might soon sink our paper money, and our estates 
would be of ten times their present value. Our tobacco, 
hemp, flax, cotton, tar, pitch, turpentina, iron, lead, staves, 
and lumber; our wheat, oats, barley, ryc, rice, Indian 
corn, peas, beans, &c,, &c,, might be sold for their real 
value, in cash, ox such commoditios as we might wish to 
barter them for, Our tobacco would then always com- 
mantl a good price, and ready money; we should seldom 
get less than thirty or forty shillings a hundred for it in 
oush ; good wheat would soll for six or seven shillings a 
bushel, and all other things in proportion; and, instead of 
paying the high price we now do for British goods, bought 
of Scotch factors, at an extravagant rate after selling them 
our tobacco for a mere nothing, we should buy every thing 
equally good, if not better, at half price, and often get 
them in exchange for articles of our produce which now 
we never attend to; The truth of this can be asserted by 
those who have traded in French, Spanish, Dutch, or Ita- 
lien ports. Claret would then be as cheap as Madeira 
wine, and yelvet as broadcloth, and rum, sugar, molasses, 
wine, oil, olives, French brandy, arvack, tea, spices, &c., 
&e,, would be exchanged here for such necessaries, or rari- 
ties, as would be wanted in the different ships, by the cap- 
tains, factors, or men, and by thelr friends and customers, 
atthe different ports they come from. Our ports would 
then be filled with ships, and our towns with respectable 
merchants; the, value of our country would soon bo known 
abroad, and numbers of people, of ingenuity and property, 
would como and settle among us. We should heve the 
trade protected against our present oppressors, the amplest 
means of defence afforded us, and even Great Britain 
herself would soon court our favour, and be willing to form 
& commercial league with us. 

Let any one consider these things, and then Jet him 
say, whether he would hesitaje a moment to open our 
ports, Aw Auunican, 


[No, 2,] Annapolie, January 20, 1776, 
Grnviumen: By a resolution of the Convention, the 
city of Annapolis, and the town of Baltimore, are to be 
fortified, if it be practicable. As we are much at a loss for 
cannon, and as we hear they have more at New- Yori and 
Philadelphia than they have occasion for, we imagine 
they may be willing to spare some of them, We must, 
therefore, request you will bo pleased to inquire of the 
gentlemen of those Provinces, in Congress, or of the Com= 
mittee of Philadelphia whether it will be agreeable to them 
to lend us any of them, and acquaint us with their answer, 
We shall want about thirty or forty eighteen-pounders ; if 
we are favoured with the loan of them, they shall be re« 
turned, or paid for iff}ost or damaged. As there will bo great 
danger in attempting to got them round by water, if we 
borrow them fiom the Province of New-York, we judge it 
may be best to get them down by land to Defaware Bay, 
from thence, over short catrying-places, they may be got 
into our Bay. Any money that may be necessary to defray 
the expenses in getting down, shall be sent you, or lodged 
where you think proper, We enclose you a copy of the 
resolutions of the Convention for emitting bills of credit, 
as some clauses require particular duties to be performed by: 
yourselves. We are, respeettully, gentlemen, yours, &c 


To the Deputies for Maryland, in Congress. 





STEPHEN STEWARD TO CHARLES WALLACE, 
Woet-Rivor, Saturday, Janunry 20, 1776, 
Dean Cannes: [have long been thinking of a ma- 
chine of some sort, to save your town. I think, I have 
now fell on one, that shal] withstand against any ship in 
the navy that they can trust before your town. The ma- 
chine must float, and carry twenty eiglitoen-pounders; it 
must be about one hundred and eight feet tong, thirty- 
two feet, or less, broad, five and a half feet deep, the sides 
and ends to be glasaded, so that the men shall fight under 
cover, and the sides and ends cannon proof, “Chis ma- 
chine, 1 think, may be completed in two months, at the 
expense of two thousand five hundred pounds, or less, The 
fiiandship I have from yourself, T, Hyde and TL, Harwood, 
has partly employed my mind this six weeks past. If the 
Committee of Safety think well of this matter, there is no 
time to be lost, and you must come down to me to-morrow 
morning, as | can wait neither on you, nor the Committee, 
in allnext week. If this machine, or floating battery, can be 
got ready in time, I think it will save your Lown fom avy 
thing that can be done to it by sea, Evory man of you 
must attend to this matter, as one hundred men may be 
employed, Lam, Charles, with sincere respect, yours, 


To Charles WVallgce, Esq. —' Srevien Srewanp, 


P, S. This machine may always keep a fire on the ene- 
my, as there must be two canvon in each ond, and ajght on 
each side. She may carry fifty-two swivels on her sideg 
and ends, to prevent her being boarded. ‘ 

My friend | think jll used by both Congress and Conyen- 
tion, The Congress gava thoir ships to build to men that 
knows nothing of the business. Jefe Steward, you know, 
has been used ill by Convention, but still fam ready 
serve my country in every degree that lies in my power, | 

If any opportunity, send Thomas Johnson a copy of thig 
to-day, as he desired I would think of something of (his, 
sort to save the town. ‘ ¢ 





JAMES MURRAY TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 
gi - Cambridge, January 20, 1776, 

Gentienens The bearer hereof, Mr. James Campbell, 
who acted as a Captain of our Militia, had the honour, on 
application, of being appointed a Lieutenant of the Light 
Infgatry Company at our last Convention, 

Tam to beg leave to introduce this gentleman to you, as 
particularly worthy your notice. I think, upon conversa- 
tion with him, he may afford some very useful hints in thosd 
branches, that we, at this time, stand so much in need of; 
1 mean gunnery and fortification, Tlaye known him for 
several yeais, in character of a captain of a ship, the sea+ 
faring life having been his calling from his infancy, and - 
think, to do him justice in that sense, or any other that he 
engages in, be will merit esteem. I belive he brings with 
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him a plan of a floating battery, his own invention, which 
may, very possibly, afford matier for improvement, should 
the original fail, If you attempt fortification, and are not 
already supplied with an able hand, believe you will find 
him very clever in drawing and taking charts of your har- 
bours and Bay, and pointing out the fittest place to erect 
fortifications on. 

1 With due regard, | remain, gontlemen, your humble ser- 


vant, James Murray, 
To the Honourable the Council of Safety. 





PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Philadolphia, January 20, 1776, 


Str: In my former letter, L mentioned the disagreeable 
news received from Canada, The Congress have taken 
that matter into congideration, and having examined Mr. 
Antill, and duly deliberated on the situation of our afiirs in 
that quarter, they have come to sundry resolutions, which 1 
have the honour to enclose. 

I would just observe, that by Mr. Andi/?’s examination, 
it appears our loss is greater than what is set forth in the 
despatches he brought; a copy of which was transmitted to 
you. Almost the whole of General Arnold’s gallant de- 
tachment are taken prisoners, having, after four hours’ resis- 
tance, been obliged to surrender at discretion. However, 
we have the satisfaction to hear the prisoneis are treated 
with humanity. 

The Congress are anxious, as well from motives of po- 
licy, as of justice and humanity, to repair our losses in that 
quarter, and if possible, to gain possession of Quebeck, und 
drive our enemies out of that country, before they can bo 
yeinforced in the Spring. 

An active, able General is wanted to take the command 
there, and if such an one can be spared from the sarvice at 
Cambridge, it is their desive you should send him. 

The battalion from Pennsylvania, and that from New- 
Jersey, will set forward the beginning of next week, 

As it is of great importance, as well for the security and 
relief of our friends, as for confirming the wavering, that 
speedy succours should arrive, [am directed to request 

ou to detach from the camp, at Cambridge, ono battalion, 
if the service there will permit you to spare one, with orders 
to march with the greatest expedition possible to Canada. 
If this cannot be complied with, you will yso your utmost 
endeavours in stimulatingsthe Governour of Connecticut and 
the Convention of Now-Iampshire, to whom 1 write by 
this opportunity, to forward, with the utmost despatel;, the 
very first companies that can be raised in those Colonies. 
You can ensily conceive what offect the arrival of even one 
company will have on tho minds of our friends, especially 
when they shall be satisfied it will soon be followed by more. 

The Colon y of South-Carolina has been so fortunate 
as to oblige Lord William Campbell, with the vessels of 
way,''to quit their harbour. Being earnestly desiious of 
providing for their dofence, they have resolved to fit out 
some armed vessels, but not having seamen among them- 
selves, they have despatched Captain Cochran to the north- 
ward, to ‘inlist a numberof seamen for the service of that 
Colony, Lest the offers he was empowered to make 
might prejudice the service, the Congress have chalked out 
a plan for him to go by, as you will see in the enclosed 
extracts, and I am directed to desire you will please to for- 
ward this service, 
~ Yesterday Doctor J. Smith, who made his escape from 
Frederick, was brought to this town, He was taken at 
the Little Meadows, on his way to Detroit, and had with 
him letters from Connolly to the tommanding officer there. 

f-hinted to you in my formey letter, that the Congress 
were taking measures for the defence of tho Middle and 
Southern Colonies. For this purpose, over and above those 
destined for Canada, they have ordered four battalions,to 
be raised in the Colony of New-York, two in New-Jersey, 
four in Pennsylvania, one in the Countios on Delaware, 
six in Virginia, three in North-Carolina, threo in South 
Carolina, and one in Georgia, each to consist of seven 
hundred and twenty-gight men, including officers, making 
in the whole, with those for Canada, thirty-four battalions, 

T have the honour to be, &c. 

Jouy Hancoox, President, 
To General Washington, : 


PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 
Philadelphia, January, 26, 1776, 

Sin: In my former letter I enclosed you sundry resolu- 
tions, passo 1 by Congress for the defence of Canada, and 
therein took the liberty of urging the necessity of sending 
speedy succours to that country, 

The disagreeable news lately received from that quaiter, 
and the repulse our troops met with in their attempt on 
Quebeck, in which we had the misfortune of losing the 
biave and gallant General Montgomery, render it still more 
necessary, with all possible despatch, to reinforce our Army 
there, as well for the security and relief of our friends, as 
for the better securing the rights and liberties, not only of 
that Colony, but of the other United Colonies, 

Th addition to the former, I have now the honour of en- 
closing sundry resolutions passed since the advice received, 
and J trust, from your approved zeal in the cause of Ame- 
riea, that every endeavour in your power will be exerted 
to levy and forward the battalion ordered to be raised in 
your Colony. 

You will easily conceive what life, spirit, and confidence, 
the arrival of but one company will give our fiends there, 
especially, when they understand it is quickly to be follow- 
ed by more forces. You will, therefore, with tho almost 
despatch forward the first that cun be got ready. 

‘To prevent any delay, I send, enclosed, by order of Con- 
gress, blank commissions for the Field-Ofticers, Captains, 
and Subalterns, which you will please to fill up with the 
names of such gentlemen as you shall judgo best quali- 
fied. 

‘Time does not permit me to enlarge. I must, therefore, 
beg leave to refer you to the enclosed extracts, and have 
the honour to be, &c,, 

Joun Hancock, President, 


To Governour Trumbull, 


ae 
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PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO CONVENTION OF NRW-ITAMP# 
SIRE. 
Philudolphia, January 20, 1776, 


Genrieaun: En addition to tho resolutions of Congress, 
passed the 8th instant, for the defence of Canada, 1 have 
now to add sundry others, which the advices lately recoiv~ 
ed, and the repulse our troops met with, in an attempt on 
Quebeck, render absolutely nocessary to be carried into 
execution, with all possible despatch, tS SE 

There is every reason to hopa: that a timely reinforces 
ment will not only secure our friends and retrieve our 
losses, but put us in possession of Quebeck before succours 
ean reach our encmios. J am, therefore, directed most 
earnestly to pross you with all possiblo expedition to levy 
aud forward the battalion ordered to be raised in your Cos 
Jony, And ns you lie the most contiguous, I trust, from 
your wonted zeal, you will bo the first to carry relief and 
succour. ' 

You will easily conceive what life, spirit, and confidence, 
tho arvival of but one company will give our friends thera, 
especially when they understand it is quickly to be followed 
by more forces. You will, therefore, with the utmost des 
spatch forward the first that can be got ready. 

To prevent any delay, 1 send, enclosed, by order of Con- 
gress, blank commissions for the Field-Officers, Captains, 
and Subalterns, which you will please to fill up with the 
names of such gentlemen as you shall judge best qualified 
and proper for the service. : 1 

The money for defraying the expense of the battalion 
will be forwarded by your Delegate with all possible de- 
spatch, ‘Tho encouragement given to the men will, I hope, 
facilitate your business, and [ trust your zeal will not be 
wanting in the defence of our common libortics. Time will 
not permit me to enlarge. 1 must, therefore, bog leavo, for 
other matters, to refer you to tho enclosed extracts, only 
remindipe-you that the battalion is to consist of cight com: 
panies, and each company of one Captain, two Lieute- 
nants, one Ensign, four Sergeants, four Corporals, a drum 
and fife, and seventy-six privates ; the Staff Officarss a Sur 
geon, a Quartermaster, an Adjutant, anda Ghaplain. = -. 

1 have the honour to be, gentlemen, &ey «|! 

Joun HancoonsPresident. 
1 


To the Convention of New-Hampshire. ” 
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PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF 
SAYETY, 
Philadolphia, January 20, 1776, 

Gewrtemen: I have the honour of enclosing you sun- 
dry resolutions passed by Congress, as well for the defence 
af your Colony, as for repairing the loss lately sustained in 
Canada, and succouring our friends there. 

The shortness of the time will not permit me to enlarge. 
I must, therefore, beg leave to refer you to the enclosed 
extracts, and just inform you, that the Congress rely with 
confidence on your zeal for the cause, that you will exert 
your utmost endeavours to hasten the march of the troops 
ordered to Canada, and to raise thoso destined for the de- 
fence of your Colony. Herewith I send you blank com- 
missions for the officers under the rank of Majois, which 
you will please to fill up. On the recommendation of Gen- 
eral Schuyler, the Congress have continued Colonel Man 
Schaick, Lieutenant-Colonel Yates, and Major Ganse- 
toort, in the service of the United Colonies, and have ap- 
pointed them to the command of the battalion to be rnised 
in your Colony for the defence of Canada; and they have 
diyected me, agreeable to an established iule, to request 
you will please to transmit, as soon as possible, the names 
of a number of gentlemen, whom you sliall judge duly 
qualified, at least two for each command, out of whom they 
may elect Field-Officers for the other battalions. 


Lam, gentlemen, &¢, Jory Hancock, President. 


To {he Convention, or Committee of Safety, of New-York. 


PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL SCITUYLER, 
Philadelphia, Innuary 20, 1776, 


Sin: On ednesday ovening, Mr. Antiil arrived with 
your despatches of the 18th instant, which were imme- 
dintely communicated. 

The Congress sincerely condole with you on the loss of 
rene amiable friend, their gallant and much esteemed Gen- 
eral. 

Having conferred with Mr. Anil, and duly deliberated 
on the situation of our affais in Canada, they have come 
to sundry resolutions, which I have the honour to enclose, 
and which you will please to communicate with the utmost 
despatch to General Wooster, as far us they relate to the 
defence of Canada, or are necessary for his direction. 

The Congress rely with confidence that he will exert 
his best endeavours to keep up the spirits of his troops, 
especially, when you assure him, that every means will be 
used, with all possible expedition, to succour and support 
him. ‘The battalions from Pennsylvania and New-Jersey, 
which were under marching orders, will set forward the 
beginning of next week; and despatches are sent to Gen- 
eval Washington, and to the Colonies of Connecticut and 
New-Hampshire, to hasten up troops from thence. 

Enclosed is a number of commissions for tho battalions 
to be saised in Canada, which you will cause to be filled 
up with the names of such as you shall deem most suit- 
able. As General Montgomery, to whom it was left to 
recommend proper officers, is now no more, you will en- 
deavour to find out the most accomplished and suitable 
man, for the Canadian regimonts; having a regard to men 
of influence, and such as are best attached to our cause. 

1am, 8a, 


To General Schuyler. 


Joun Hancock, President. 


PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO NEW-JERSEY COMMITTER OF 
SAFETY, 
Philadelphia, January 20, 1776, 

Grnrtensn; I am directed by Congress to forward to 

‘ou the enclosed resolutions, by which, you will perceive, 
it is their earnest desire, that you should exert your utmost 
endegvours in forwarding the march of the battalion to 
Canada, 

As another battalion is ordered to be raised in your Co- 
Jony, it is expected yon will pursue the most effectual 
measures for levying the same with all possible expedition, 
and supplying them with arms, accoutrements, and other 
necessaries, that there may be no delay. I am directed to 
request you to send the names of such gentlemen as you 
utes best qualified, at least two for each command, out 
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of whom the Congress may olect Field-Officers for said 
battalion. Blank commissions will be sent you to fill up 
with the names of such as you sll! please to appoint offi« 
cers under the rank of Major, 

I must not omit pressing the necessity of attending to 
the collecting of specie, an article so necessary just at this 
juncture, that the safety of America deponds upon ity for 
without it, an army cannot, at this time, be kept up in Ca- 
nada, and the loss of Canada will, in all probability, involve 
us in an dian war. 


Lam, &c., Joun Hancock, President. 


To the Committee of Snlety of New-Jersey, 


JOSIAH BARTLETT TO NEW-HANPSSIRE COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 
Philadephia, January 20, 1776, 

Guyr.eucen: The Congress on the Sth instant, voted 
to raiso one regiment in the western parts of our Province 
for the service in Canada. The news of the misfortune at 
Quebeck aniving here last Thursday, they voted yesterday 
to give the men a bounty of forty shillings, and one month's 

ay advance, to encourage the specdy inlisting and sending 
ecard said iegiment, and T hope you will do every thing 
in your power to hasten it, as the taking and securing Ca- 
nada this Winter, or early in the Spring, before the arrival 
of British woops, will be of almost intinite advantage to 
the Continent, more especially to New-England, and to 
our Colony in particular, One regiment will begin to 
march from this place for Canada in a few days, and one 
regiment Siom New-Jersey in eight or ten days; orders are, 
also, given to raiso men as soon as possible for the same 
service, besides those in New- Hampshire, ane more regi-+ 
ment in Pennsylvania, one ditto, in New-Jersey, one ditto, 
on the western parts of New- York, and one ditto, in Con- 
necticut, and this day I expect one will be ordered to be 
raised in Massachusetts for the same purpose, No cost or 
pains must he spared to secure the important Province of 
Canada. ; 

I beg leave to renew my request, that Delegates may be 
appointed and sent here, as soon as possible, as in my opiv 
nion the representation of a Colony, at this important crisis, 
is too weighty and important to be intrasted to any one 
person. ‘That you may see the necessity of a larger repre 
sentation of our Colony, I would inform you, that beside 
Committees for special purposes, that aie frequently chosen, 
thor are four or five standing Committees appointed, some 
for secrecy, some for despatch ; some of which Commiltees 
are intrusted with large powers ; and that there may be no 
cause of complaint, thosa Committees consist of one Dale- 
gate from each Colony; sometimes two, sometimes three, of 
those Committees sit at the saina time, so that, though I 
attend some one of the Committees almost every night 
and morning, before and after Congyoss, yet sometimes 
business of consequence is transacted by them without our 
Colony being represented, and sometimes the Committees 
sit while the Congress is sitting, so that our Colony must 
be unrepresented in one of them, while every other Colo» 
ny may be represented in both. ® 

I have been here almost five months, great part of the 
time without a colleague, I really find that I nover knew 
what confinment, with business, was before, and that I want 
more exercise of body, and less of mind, at Jeast for some 
time. I please inyself with hopes I shall soon see Déle- 
gates here from our Colony, and that I may return to my 
family, and with my domestick affhirs relax and unbend 
thy fatigued mind, . 

The sum of twelve thousand five bundred dollars, which 
the Congress ordered to fe sent to you, to be used in rnise 
ing our rogiment for Canada, | shall send forward, as soon 
usfeon, Plonse to acquaint me with tho publick affiirs 
of*our Colony, as often as convenient, and, in particular, 
with your success, from time to tine, in raising tho regi- 
ment. As the Congress have intrusted you with appoint 
ing the oftivers, 1 know you will do the best you can to 
Appoint proper persons, and hope you will be so fortunate 
ag to give general satisfaction. 

Tam, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Jostan Baatiers. 


To the Provincial Committee of Safety of Netw-lampshire 


‘ 
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COLONEL BULL TO CONTINENTAL CONGIESB: 
[Road Junuary 20, 1776.4 

May vr viease your Honours: An attachment to 
liberty, and a regard for the vights of mankind, wore the 
only motives which induced me to take an active and lead 
ing part in the present unhappy, but, at the same time, 
most necessary struggle for the defence of the same. Being 
actuated by these motives, I offered my service, as Colonel 
of the First Pennsylvania Battalion, raised by order of 
your honourable House, to which command your Honours 
were pleased to appoint inc, It would be the greatest 
satisfaction to me, personally, to oppose the enemies of my 
country, but finding myself ill-treated by many of the offi- 
cers in my corps, and that near one-half of them threaten 
to resign their commissions if I continue in command, 
which, at a time when we are under iinmediate marching 
orders, might be productive of very bad consequences to 
the service, my regard to the publick interest obliges me 
to beg leave to resign my commission, which I hereby do, 
at the same time humbly requesting, that the Congress 
would proceed to a determination on the memorial exhi- 
bited against me by my officers, as I yalue my reputation 
more than life.* If T have erred, { have erred with those 
who have gone before me, and it has been the fault of my 
head and not of my heart. 

The present untoward circumstances sholl not alter my 
conduct, nor abate my zeal, and whenever I shall bo called 
upon again to serve my country, I shall, with the greatest 
pleasure, obey the summons, 

T am, gentlemen, with the utmost regard, your most 


obedient, humble servant, Jonn Bute. 
d lee 


To the Honourable Continental Congress of tho United 
Colonies, now sitting at Philadelphia, 


TESTIMONY OF THR QUAKERS, 
Ancient Testimony and Principles of the People called 

Quakers, renewed, with respect to the King and Go- 

vernment ; and touching the Commotions now prevail- 

ing in these and ather parts of Auunica, addressed to 
the People in general, 

A religious concern for our fiiends and fellow-subjects 
gaits denomination, and, more especially, for those of 
all ranks, who, in the present commotions, ave engaged in 

ublick employments att stations, induces us earnestly to 
Fecoast evory individual, in the most solemn manner, to 
consider the end and tendency of the measures they are 
promoting, and on the most impartial inquiry into the stato 
of their minds, carefully to examine whether they aro acting 
in the faar of God, and in conformity to the precepts and 
doctrine of our Lord Jesus Christ, whom wo profess to 
believe in, and that, by him alone, we expect to be saved 
fron our sins. 

The calamities and afllictions which now surround us 
should, as wo appreliend, affect every mind with the most 
awful consideration of the dispensations of Divine Provi- 
idence to mankind, in general, in former ages, and that as 
the sins and iniquiticseof the people subjected them to 
grievous sufferings, the same causes still produce the like 
effects. The inhabitants of these Provinces were long 
signally favoured with peace and plenty. Have tho re~ 
turns of trye thankfulness been generally manifest? [ave 
integrity and godly simplicity been maintained, and reli- 
giously regarded? Hath a religious care to do justly, love 
jmerey, and walk humbly, been evident? Hath the pre- 
cept of Christ, to do unto others as we would they shoutd 

-,do unto us, been the governing rule of our conduct? Hath 
an upright, impartial desire to prevent the slavery and op- 
pression of our fellow-men, and to restore them to their 
natural right, to trae Christian liberty, been cherished and 
encouyaged? Or have pride, wantonness, luxury, flro- 
fanencss, a partial spirit, and forgetfulness of the goodness 
and mercies of God, become lamentably prevalont. Have 
,we not, therefore, abundant occasion to brenk off [rom our 
sins by righteousness, and oor iniquities by showing mercy 
to the poor; and with true contrition and abasement of 
soul, to humble ourselves, and supplicate the almighty Pie- 

* John Philip De Haas, Esq., (formmly 2 Major in the Provisciala 


of this Provines,) is appointed Colono? of the Firat Buttahon of Penn. 
sylvatita Regulars, instead of Coloncl Bull, whe hrs resigned —Pa, Gon, 


CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &., JANUARY, 1776: 


186 


server of men, to show favour, and {6 reifew unto usa state 
of vanquillity and peace? It is our fervent desire that” 
this may soon appear to be the pious resolution of the peo- 
ple in general, of all ranks and denominations; then may 
we have a well-grounded hope, that wisdom fiom above, 
which is pure, peaceable, and full of mercy and good fruits, 
will preside and govern in the deliberations of those who, 
in these perilous times, undeitake the transaction of the 
most important publick afftirs; and that, by their steady 
care and endeavours, constantly to act under the influences 
of this wisdom, those of inferior stations will be incited di- 
ligently to pursue thost measures which make for peace, 
and tend to the reconciliation of contending parties, on- 
principles dictated by the spirit of Christ, who “came not 
to destroy meu’s lives, but to save them.” Due ix. 56. 
We are so fully assured that these principles are the most 
certain and effectual means of preventing the extreme 
misery and desolations of wars and bloodshed, that we are 
constrained to entreat all, who profess faith in Christ, to 
manifest that they really believe in him, and desire to ob- 
tain the blessings he pronounced to the makers of peace. 
Matthew, v, 9. Tlis spirit ever leads to seck for, and im- 
prove every opportunity of promoting peace and reconcili- 
ation, and constantly to remember, that, as we really con~ 
fide in him, ho can, in his own time, change the hearts of 
all men in such manner, that the way to obtain it, hath 
been often opened, contrary to every human prospect and. 
expectation, 

May we, theieforo, heartily aud sincerely unite in suppli- 
cations to the Father of Mercies, to grant the plentiful efti- 
sious of hig spirit to all, and, in an especial manner, to those 
in superior stations, that they may, with sincerity, guard 
against and reject all such measures and councils as muy 
incrense and perpetuate the discard, animosities, and un- 
happy contentions, which now sorrowfully abound, 

We cannot, but with distressed minds, beseech all such, 
in the most solemn and awlal manner, to consider that, if 
by their acting and persisting in a proud, selish spirit, aud 
nol regarding the dictates of tiue wisdom, such measures ae 
pursued as tend to the shedding of innocent blond, in the day 
when they, and all men, shall appear at the jadgment-seat 
of Christ, to revive a reward according to their works, 
they will be excluded from his favour, and their portion . 
will be in everlasting misery, Sco Mar. xxv, 415 2 Cor, v, 
10, Tho peculiar evidence, of Divine regard manifested 
to our ancestors, in the founding and settlement of these - 
Provinces, we have often commemorated, and desire ever to 
romember with trac thankfulness and reverent admiration. 

When we consider, that at the tine they were peisa- 
cuted and subjected to severe sufferings, as a people un= 
worthy the benefits of religious or civil society, the hearts 
of the kings and rulers, under whom they thus suffered, 
were inclined to giant them these fiuitful countries, and 
intrusted them with charters of very extensive powers and 
privileges; that on their arrival here, the minds of tho 
Natives were inclined to reccive them with great hospita- 
lity and friendship, and to cede to them the most valuable 
part of their land on very easy terms; that while tho prin- 
ciples of justice and mercy continued to preside, they were. 
proserved in Wanquillity and peace, free from the desoldting 
calamities of war, and thelr endeavours were wonderfully 
blessed and prospered, so that the saying of the wicest of 
Kings, was signally verified to them, “ When a nian’s ways: 
please the Lord, he maketh even his encmies to be at 
peace with him,” Prov. xvi, 7. 

The benefits, advantages, and favours, we have experi- 
enced by our dependance on, and connection with, the 
Kings and Gayemment under which we have enjoyed this. 
happy state, appear to demand from us the greatest cir~ 
cumspection, caro, and constant endeavours to guard against 
every attompt to alter, or subvert, that dependance and von- 
nection. ni 

The sgenes lately presented to our view, and the prose 
pect Hofore us, we ate sensible, are very distressing aid. 
discomaging ; and though we Jament thut such amlathle 
incasures a9 have been proposed, both here, and fy a 
Zand, for the adjustment of the unhappy contests sibsistitiz, 
have not yet been cflectual; nevertheless, we’ shoiutil te~, 
jeice to observe the continuance of mutual peaeeablo en 
deavours for effecting a yeconciljation, having groutids ‘to 
hope that the Divine favour-woil'blessitig willatiend them, 
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“Tt hath ever been our judgment and principle, since we 
were called to profess the light of Christ Jesus, manifested 
in our’ consciences unto this day, that the sotting up and 
putting down [ings and Governments, is God’s peculiar 
prerogative, for causes best known to himself, and that it 
ig not our business'to have any hand or contrivance there- 
inj nor to be busy bodies above our station, much Jess to 
plot and contrive the rain or overturn of any of them, but 
to pray for the King and salety of our nation, and good of 
all men; that we may live a peaceable and quiet life, in all 
goodness and honesty, under the Government which God 
Is pleased to set over us,”—Ancient Testimony, 1696, in 
Setvell’s History. 

May we, therefore, firmly unite in the abhorrence of all 
such writings and measures as evidence a desire and design 
to brenk off the happy connection we have hitherto enjoyed 
with the Kingdom of Great Britain, and our just and ne- 
cessary subordination to the King, and those who are Jaw- 
fully placed in authority under him; that thus the repeated 
solemn declarations made on this subject, in the Addresses 
sent to the King, on the bebalf of the people of America 
in genoral, may be confirmed, and remain to be our firm 
and sincere intentions to observe and fulfil. 

Signed in, and on behalf of, a meeting of the Represent- 
atives of our Religious Society, in Pennsylvania and New- 
Jersey, bold at Philadelphia, the twentieth day of the first 
Month, 1776, 

Joun Pamuenron, Clerk, 


oe , 


NEW-YORK COMMITTER OF SAFETY TO DELEGATES IN 
CONGRESS. 
[Rofurred to Mr, Ward, Mr, Paine, Mag Paca, Mr, Lao, and Mr, Rod. 
noy, 
In Committoo of Safety, Now-York, } 
January 20, 1776, 

Gentiemen: This will be delivered to you by Mr. 
John Foster, who was a member of our last Provincial 
Congiess, and is a warm friend to American liberty, In 
the last Summer, duving the continuance of our Provincial 
Resolve against the exportation of live stock, and before 
the non-exportation ordered by the Continental Congress 
took effect, he obtained from the Provincial Congress li- 
cense to export live stock for the purpose of importing 
powder, the execution of which he suspended until ho 
could send his vessel out without danger of molestation 
from the man-of-war; and, as the season of the year now 
gives him security against that danger, he is desirous of 
pursuing bis object, for which ond he has put himself to 
considaiable expense, He, therefore, applied to us for a 
continuance of his permission, conceiving that, as it was 
originally granted before the non-exportation took effect, 
this Committee has the power to give such continuance, 
We informed him that we were clearly of opinion that he 
had lost his opportunity, and that we could not telieve 
him; he, thereupon, signified his intention of applying to 
the Continental Congress on that subject, as woll as con- 
cerning a large ship which he is now building, and which 
he intends to offer for sale to Congress, and requested our 
recommendation, in hopes it would give his application 
welght. We, therefore, beg leayo to recommend him, 
through you, to the Congress, as a gentleman worthy of 
the notice of that respectable body. 

We have it much at heart to prevent, as effectually as 
possible, the importation of British and Irish goods. “To 
this object our attention has been called by a Jate importa- 
tion by the way of St. Zustatia, According to the piesent 
regulation, the reshipping of the goods is the only punish- 
ment, in point of property, to be inflicted on the offender; 
and we think it absolutely necessary to substitute confisca- 
tion, instead of the reshipping of the goods, as the most 
effectual means to check offences of that kind; and, in 
this view, we beg leave to recommend the proposed gniend- 
ment to your attention, 

We have thouglit it necessary to appoint a Barrackmas- 
ter for the City and County of New-York, in order that 
the barracks in this city may constantly be kept in a pro- 
per state for the comfortable accommodation of the Conti- 
nental troops that may, from time to time, be posted here, 
or be marching through this city. We have nominated 
GarretRoorback to that office, and, therefore, entreat you 
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to procure the settlement of this salary by tho Con- 
gress, 

In a resolve of Congress of the 8th instant, it is recom- 
mended to this Committee to inquire “ whether the depth 
of water in Lludson’s River, below the Battery, may not 
be easily lessened, so as to prevent large shipa passing.” 
We are at n Joss to determine, with any certainty, what 
battery is meant, and request an explanation on that head. 

We have appointed a person, agreeable to the resolve 
of Congress of the 2d instant, for collecting copies of all 
Petitions, Memorials, and Remonstranees which have been 
presented to the Throne and either of the Houses of Pur- 
liament since 1762, and the answer to them. 

We agree that the reasons you assign against making 
application for liberty: to export flax-sced are suflicient, 
and, therefore, think it best to withhold such application. 

The business recommended te us jn the former part of 
the resolve of the &th instant, for securing fhe Port of 
New-York, has been some time under our consideration. 
We have had an accuiate sounding of the channel, which, 
with the plan for tho seeming the port, and a calculation 
of the expense that will attend it, we shall communicate 
to you as soon as possible. 

On the subject of the resolve of Congress for an ex~ 
change of Lieutenant Tylee, we beg leave to inform the 
Congress that, a few days before the receipt of that re- 
solve, application was made to Captain Pandeput, under 
our directions, on that subject, by a person connected with 
Licutenant Z'ylee, to procure his exchange, Captain Van- 
deput answered that it was not in his power to oxchanga 
him at present; that he had, long since, wrote to his Ad~ 
miral for directions on that subject, the answer to which 
had miscarried; and that he had not any directions to ex- 
change. We have appointed 2 member to request the 
Mayor of this city to use his influence with Captain Van- 
deput, or Captain Parker, to make a second application to 
the Admiral on that matter, 

We havo received fron: you, gentlemen, sundry requests 
about our accounts, We are so few in number, and con- 
tinually so overpressed with the despatch of publick mat- 
ters, that it has not yet been in our power to give dua 
attention to that affair, We will endeavour to employ 
aenfeenes and have the accounts prepared as soon as pos- 
sible, 

We are, most erespectfully, gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient, humble servants. By ordersof the Committee: 

Picruy Van Conruanp, Chairman. 
To the Delegates of the Colony of New- York, in Congross. 


JOUN BRICKELL YO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 
, Now-York, January 20, 1776, 

Genrtuncn: As this Colony has vested you with the 
legislative power, and you aro the only parents to whom 
we, ns children, look up for justice and proteotion, [ hope 
the application of an innocent, suffering individual, and a 
stranger, will not be considered as impertinent, or treated 
with neglect. ae 

On Wednesday, the 12th instant, being abroad about 
my lawful business, some wicked persons, taking adyan- 
tage of the publick disturbances, and of the opportunity 
which a number of soldiers, and otheis, being in the house 
where I lodged yave them, forced themselves in rhy cham- 
ber, broke open my chest and clothes-press, and robbed 
me of my linen apparel, and other things, to the value of 
ningty or one hundred dollars, a loss which, in my present 
circumstances, being at a distance from my friends, and 
having no means of obtaiping a supply, is particularly 
giievous, 

Now, gentlemen, as I have incontestable evidence that 
I haye always spoken and acted as became a friend to 
America, sinca the commencement of the unhappy’ dis 
pute with Great Britain, Lam induced to hope you will 
take my misfortune into consideration, and afford me such 
relief as may be consistent with the publick honour and 
justice. 

Tam, gentlemen, your obadient, humble servant, 

Jouy Brioxeun. 


To the Honourable the Delegates of the Provincial Con- 
grass, for the Colony of New-York. 
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Now-York, January 20, 1776. 
I, the subsoriber, do certify that | have known John 
Brickell to speak and act, since the commencement of our 
troubles, as became a friend to American liberty. 
Rovent Hanrur, Deputy Chairman, 


COLONEL McDOUGALL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 
Now-York, January 20, 1776, 
Sm: I was this moment honoured with your Excellen- 
ey’s favour of the 18th instant, on the subject of cannon 
and shells. [should long eve now have. forwarded the 
latter, agieeable to Colonel Know’s memorandum, if I had 
not been interdicted by a former favour, You may rest 
assured that all possible despatch will be given to expe- 
dite the shells; but, as the men-of-war’s boats often row 
guard to where the stores lie, I shall be obliged to watch 
asuitable ¢pportunity. ‘The quantity of powder imported 
here was four hundred and sixty-five quartor barrels, less 
than six tons; and I can now inform you, without danger 
to the Colony, that, if three hundred pounds of that ar- 
ticle would save the Colony fiom destruction, we could 
not command that quantity before the above supply. Part 
of this we havo paid to Jersey, for powder borrowed of 
them last Summer, sent to your camp; and the Colony 
was so bare that many of the principal Counties have not 
had one grain of it, We judge it most prudent to supply 
the sea+fiontier Counties fist. We daily expect the arri- 
val of moro, and, whenever we have a tolerable supply 
for the most exposed parts of the Colony, you may de- 
end on receiving from us all the assistance in our power. 
hope your Excellency will excuse the informalities of 
this, as the post is detained for it. 
am, in haste, with great truth and regard, your Excel- 
lency’s most obedient, and most humble servant, 
Auexanper MoDouoatn. 
To General FVashington. ' 


GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 
(Road January 29, 1776] 
Lobunon, January 20, 1776, 

Sir: [have to acquaint you that, on the requisition of 
General Washington, with advice of the Committee of 
Safety here, 1 gave oiders for raising, by, voluntary inlist- 
ment, two regiments, ,consisting of seven hundred and 
fifly men each, to aid General Lee in an enterprise he is 
pushing in the Colony of New-York. I understand that 
men are raised, with the addition of three hundred men, 
in the County of Zartford, for the same purpose ; that, 
on the 16th instant, 1 had advieo, by the copy of a letter 
from Brigadier-General Wooster, sent express from Col- 
onal Burrell, af Canaan, informing that the army under 
the command of General Montgomery, at Quebec, had 
met with a repulse, in attempting to storm the city; that 
the General, with sundry officers and privates, to the 
amount of between fifty and an hundied, were slain, and 
about three hundred more of the army taken prisoners, 
earnestly requesting relief, &c.; pursuant to which, I gave 
orders for raising, by voluntary inlistment, another regiment 
in the northern part of the Colony, consisting of seven 
hundred and fifty men, officers included, to march, foith- 
with, to reinforce our army at Canada, to bo retained in 
the service till the 1st of November next, on the same 
pay; wages, and allowance, as the other woops already 
raised for the Continental service. No sooner were these 
orders issued, but an express arrived from General Iash- 
ington, requesting a reinforecment from this Colony, of 
four rogiments, to support the army noar Boston, rapre- 
senting that the new levies were not filled up, and that the 
Minuto-Men belonging to the Colony of the Massachu- 
seits-Bay would, undoubtedly, return from the cams by 
the Ist of February, and might loaye the ines much ex- 
posed, As my Council of Safety were present, we ap- 
prehended it absolutely necessary to comply with the 
requisition, as fay as it was in our power, Accordingly, 
orders are making out for that purpose, to raiso, by volun- 
tary inlistment, four regiments, to be retained in the ser- 
vice till the Ist of April next, on the Continental encou- 
ragements. . 


. 
We are distressed for want of good arms; are forward. 
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ing the making arms, but this with difficulty. We have 
ordered a ship-of-war to be forthwith built, to carry twenty 
nine-pounders; and our other naval preparations are for~ 
warding with all possible expedition, I hope no time will 
be lost to forward Continental bills, to enable us to pro- 
tote the service, as our Treasury is nearly exhausted and 
this Colony lagely in advance, and expenses are daily 
arising for the geneial cause. 

We hope that provision will be made for the security 
of New-York, from that Colony, New-Jersey, and Penn- 
syluania, so as to render it unnecessary to call for men 
from this Colony. It appears necessary that the utmost 
exertion be used to prevent the mischievous operations of 
our enemies in that Caan. 

I having no answer relative to my foriner request for 
bills, occasions my mentioning it in this; nor to my motion 
whether the three Canadian prisoners may not be suffered 
to retuin to the General at Canada; and several other 
things mentioned in former letters. 

Tam, with great esteem and regard, sir, your most obe~ 


dient, humble servant, 
2 ? JonaTuan TRUMBULL. 


To the Honourable President FIancock. 


GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL SCHUYLER, 
Lobanon, January 20, 1776, 
Sin: [have your favour of the 6th instant with the on- 
closed roll, have observed the contents, but no other rolls 
are come to hand to send by this opportunity, My time 
has lately been taken up in taking measuies to aid and 
assist Major-General Lice, in the service he is charged with 
into the Colony of New-York, For that end, two regi- 
ments, of seven hundred and fifty men each, ae ordered in 
the westward part of this Colony, and three hundred men 
ave voluntarily going to his assistance from the County of 
lartford, When this was done, ! received Brigadier-Gen- 
eral [Vooster’s letter of the 6th instant, giving the intelli- 
gence of the 1epulse of our troops before Quebeek, whore- 
upon oiders are given to raise another regiment, of seven 
hundred and fifty voluateers, in the northern paits of this 
Colony, to serve in the Noithein Army until the fist of 
November noxt, on the Continental pay, wages and allow- 
ances, to be done with all possible expedition, When this 
was just finishod, [ received a letter hom General Vash- 
ington, of the 16th, per Bonnets, requesting four iegimoents 
to be inlisted forthwith, to serve at the camp before Bos- 
ton, to supply the places of the soldiers who came off the 
Ist of February, until the 1st April next, to give tine for 
the regiments to be filled, This is now under considora- 
tion. Please to give me intelligence of what has hap- 
pened at Quebeck, and is doing, and must be dono, at Alba- 
ny, and the places adjacent. Concorning the aims left b 
our troops at the northward, as wo have directed one-half 
of our men to expect arms at Ticonderoga and St. John’s, 
we apprehend there are many more arms retained, which 
we shall want for our troops, and wish to have accounts of 
them, and of every intelligence needful, 
Iam, sir, your obedient humble seryant, 


t 
Jonarian Trumpunn, 


To Major-General Schuyler. 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVYERNOUR TRUMBULL. | 
Cambridgo, January 20, 1776, 


Sin: Your favour of the 18th instant I received this 
day, for which I return you my thanks. i 
Upon receiving the melancholy intelligence of the falt 
of the brave Montgomery and the repulse of our troops in 
their altompt against the city of Quebecle, I called a Coun- 
cil of General Officers to determine upon the necessar 
stops to he taken upon the alarming occasion, Of their 
determination I wrote you yestorday, !o which I beg leave 
to ref you. aera 
The enly attention which you and your honourdbla 
Council have paid to this important business, dias anticl= 
pated my requisition, and claims, in a particular manner, the 
thanks of every well-wishing Americamiis ) Ho 
Lam iv hopes, by this time, that several are on their 
march, and that with the troops iwhich. will follow from 
your Government, this, and fewHampshire, that our 
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affairs, in a litle tims, in that quarter, will wear a moro tended the major part of the armed vessels in former cruises 
promising aspect than what they now do, was owing to the want of industry, and inactivity of the offi- 


iam, air, very respectfully, &c. cers who commanded, you will, therefore, take notice, thata 
rou; Groner Wasuinaron, _—_ fondness to be on shore, indolence, or inactivity, will meat 
To Goveinour Trumbull, with their just deserts ; for, if it appears that the Captain, 


or any of the officers, do not exert themselves and do all 
that they possibly can for their own and publick good, they 





INSTRUCTIONS TO CAPTAIN GIARLDS DYAR, shall be dismnissed the service, and rendered ineapable of 
T> Captain Cuantzs Dyan, of the United Armed serving their country in any honowable station hereafor, 
Schooner Hannison : in the Aimy or Navy. 


Given under my hand, at Lead-Quaiters, Cambridge, 
the 20th day of January, 1776. 
George Wasuinaron, 


Sin: You being appointed Captain and Commander of 
the armed schooner fZarrison, in the service of the Untied 
Colonies, are to pay all attention and obedience to the fol- 
lowing Instructions : — 

Ist. You are to proceed, immediately, on a cruise against nnyron? CONNITTER OF SAFEY TO COUNCIL oF 
such vessels as may be found on the high seas, or else- Wisexonanene: 
where, bound inward or outward to or fiom Boston, in the aiaihietiord J 0197 
service of the Ministerial army, and to take and seize all our Bury port Januney 18.4 PEs 
such vossels, laden with soldiers, arms, ammunition or pro- ‘Sit: Yesterday forcnoon appeared in on Bay a brig and 
visions, going to ot from suid town of Boston, or, which 9 ship, which were suspected to he enemy’s vessels, These 
you shall have good reason to suspect, are employed for vessels wee soon taken and brought safe into the rivers The 
the purpose of aiding or assisting the Ministerial troops or ship was from Loudon eleven weeks since, and is named 
navy. The Friends, Archibald Bowie, master, burden about two 

2d. If you should be so successful as to take any of said hundred tons, laden with coals, porter, pickled cabbage, 
vessels, you are, immediately, to send them to the nearest Vinegar, live hogs, &c., for Government service, The ship 
and safest port to this camp under a careful prize mas- W2S to enter at Boston as a transport. The brig was from 
ter, directing him to deliver said prize unto the Agent by Cork about, ten weeks since, und is named the Stdey, 
me appointed for the port into whieh a prize is canied, (if Mandate Engs, master, burden about ninety tons, laden 

with beef, potl, butter, hams, tongues, potatoes, &e., and 


any there ;) if none should be in that port, notice is to be ) 
ay i) sel owned by Lewis Gray, of Boston. Both theso vessels were 


given to the nearest Agent thereto ; at same time an account ' : : 
of such cupluro to be transmitted to Head-Quarters, with bound to Boston. There were two passengers in the brig, 
viz: Lieutonant Jill, of Karl Perey’s regiment, and Mr, 


all particulars thereto belonging, by express. . ' 
8d, You are to be very particular and diligent in your John Gray, son of Harrison Gray, Esq. We thought it 
best to forward the two masters and these two passengers 


search after all letters, or other papers, tending to discover ; u : 
the design of the enemy, or of any other kind, and to for- to the honourable Council, to dispose of them as they may 
think fit, and to make what inquiries they may choose. 


ward all such to me as soon as possible. " : 

4th. Whatever preouels youl iake must bo treated with Mr. Marsh and My. Mullitcin of this town, (and the first 
kindness and humanity; their private stock of money and gentloman of this Committee, have undertaken to see 
apparel to be given up to them after being searched; and them safoto Watertown, ‘They bring with them all the 
when they arrive at any port, they are to be delivered up eink of publick concern that were found in both vessels. 
to the Agent, if any there; if not, to the Committees of V¢ would obserye to their Honours that there is, besides, 
Safety of such port. a number of letters to officers and soldiers in Boston, a 
_ Sth. For your encouragement, and that of the other of- book of military orders or regulations, we did not know 
ficers and men, to diligence and activity, over and above hut might be a matter of curiosity, if not of service, at 
their pay, which will be the same as in the Army of the Herd-Quarteiswhich you will present to the General if 


United Colonies, you shall be entitled to one-third part of You please. Mr, Ill begs a resurn of it to him finally. 
every vessel and cargo, after condemnation in the Court of Messrs, Marsh and Mullitein will present their bill of 
Admiralty, which shall be by you taken and sent into port ; charges in this matter, which their Honours will order pay- 
if sho is an armed vessel that resists, as an inducement for "ent of as they shall think proper. F 

you, your officers and men, to act courageously, one-hulf __ ta bebalfof the Committee of Safety for this town, Lam, 
of the vessal and cargo will be allowed to you, which parts 5!) your very obedient servant, 


Jowarnan Jackson. 
are to be divided in the following proportions: 


To tho President of the Honourable Council for the Colony 


Captain, + ~ Gshores. Mate, - - - 1$ shares, 

First Lioutenint, 5 do, Gunner, = - iG do. of the Massachusetts- Bay, 

Second Lieutenantd do. Gunner’s Mate, 1$ do. <= : 
Ship’s Master, - 8 do. Private, - - 1 do In Counoil, January 20, 1776, 
Steward, - - 2 do. On examination of the Prisoners by the major part of 


the Council, Ordered, that a Letter be wrote to his Ex 
cellency Genera) Washington, afl sent with two of the 
Prisoners, viz: Lieutenant Hild and his servant, to be at 
his Excellency’s disposal—that a Letter be wrote to the 
Committee of Safety at Newburyport, and that the two 
Captains of tho two Vessels be sent to their care and dis- 
on and John Gray, the other Prisoner, be sent to the 

ail in Newburyport, and held in close confinement, at his 
own expense, until further orders. 

‘ Joun Leweru, Deputy See’y, P. T. 


Gth, As Captain Manly is appointed Commodore of 
the four schooners now fitted out, he will fix upon proper 
signals by which you may know each other; and you are 
to abey him, as such, in all cases. If it should so happen 
that a prize is taken in sight of other vessels, fitted out 
at the Continental expense, or at the charge of indi- 
viduals, the rule which takes place among private ships 
of war to be obsctyed in the distribution of the prize 
money. 

Th. You are to be extremely careful and frugal of your 
ammunition and other stores; by no means to waste any Ks 
of it in salutes, or for any other purpose, but what is abso- Watorlown, January 20, 1776, 
lutely ncgessary. Sm: Tho Board, upon examination of several persons 

Sth. You, your officers and men, avo, from the date whe were sent hors by the Committes of Safety, and were 
hereof, to consider yourselves engaged in the service of taken on board a ship from Lonlon and a brig from Cork, 
the United Colonies, and in avery, respect subjaeno the both bound to Boston, find that one of tho passengers in 
rules and regulations formed by the Congress for the go- the latter is a Lieutenant in tho Fifth Regiment (Eur! 
vernment of the Army raised for the defence of Amert- Percy’s) now in Boston. Thoy have, therefore, ordered the 

-can liberty, or a8 near as possible, consistent with the dif said Lieutenant Zid, with his servant, to be sent to your 
ference af the land and sea service, a hook of which rules Excellency, to be disposed of as you may think proper, 
and articles you will receive herewith 5 at the eid of whieh In the name and by order of the Connell : 
you, your officers and men, must subscribe yout names. : . W. Savin 

Oth, As it is very apparent that the il] success which at- To His Excellency Genoral Washington, 
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Council Chambor, January 20, 1776, 
Genrtencn; We have sent to your care Archibald 
Bowie and Mandatt Engs, Masters of the two Vessels 
lately taken and carried into Newburyport, and you are 
requested to sce that the above-mentioned persons do not 
go without the limits of said Town ; and, if you see cause 
therefor, you are desired ta confine said persons, or either 
of them, till the further order of the Council. 
In the name and by order of the Council: 
W. Saven. 
To the Committee of Safety, Newburyport. 





[ceNcRaL WASHINGTON] TO THE COMMITTED OF NEWBU- 
RYPORT, 
Cambridge, Janudry 20, 1776, 

Sr: 1 am commanded by his Excellency to acknow- 
ledge the re@eipt of your letter of the 16th instant, with 
the enclosures No. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5. 

His Excellency desires, through you, sir, to return the 
Committee of Newburyport, his sincere thanks for their 
great politeness in this instance, and wishes that these 
prizes may be succeeded by others. Iam, &c, 


To Jonathan Jackson, Esq., Chairman, &c. 





[onweraL wasninaron] TO TIE COMMITTED OF STONING: 
TON, 
Cambridgo, January 20, 1776. 


Sin: Lam commanded by his Excellency to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, As 
you, from having fully inquired into matters respecting the 
capture of Captain Denny's vessel, must be better able to 
determine the propriety of the same than he is, he again 
refers it entirely to your decision, in full confidence, that 
the same will be founded upon the principles of equity and 
the strictest justice. I am, &c, 


To Joseph Dennison, Esq, Chairman, &o. 


ROBERT i. WARRISON TO WILLIAM WATSON. 
Combridgo, Janvury 20, 1776, 

Sm: [am commanded by his Excellency to acknow- 
ledgo the receipt of your favour of the 15th instant. His 
Excellency is glad to hear of the vessels being libelled, 
and doubts not of your assiduity to have the Togality of 
tha captures determined, as soon as it shall be in your 
power. 

His Excallenoy is well pleased that the schooner Har- 
rison is yet good and fit for service; and, from the char- 
acter you have given Captain Dyar, is willing you should 
give him the command of her, and to indulge such men as 
may offer their service to inlist only for six months. The 
Captain thinks that @ squaresail, and some other small sails, 
will bo of great advantage to her, This his Excellency 
leaves to your judgment. If they are necessary, in your 
opinion, and the expense will not be out of proportion to 
the benefit likely to be desived from them, you will please 
to provide them. You will immediately despatch the Cap- 
tain upon a cruise, with such sails as he has, if they will 
answer, ‘Those he wants may be made while he is out. 

As to the vessels taken and carried into Dartmouth, hy 
Major Tupper, his Excellency thinks they ought to bo 
libelled. 

Tam, sir, &c., 

Rogernr TH. Harrison, Aid-de-camp. * 
To William Watson, Esq., Plymouth. 


, ROBERT H. HARRISON TO STEPITEN MOYLAN, 


, Cambridgo, January 20, 1776, 
Sin: Your letter of the 19th instant was delivered early 
yesterday, and would have been answored before this eve- 
ning, had not bis Excellency’s time been much employed in 
despatching expresses to sundry places. 
His Excellency is much pleased that our fleet is likely 
to get out again, and wishes your icturn as soon as you 


have despatched them, ; 
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Herewith you will receive the commissions you wrote 
for; also, a copy of private signals used by the King’s ships 
in the American service, which his Excellency desires you 
to finish each of our Captains with, and to retura the 
copy sent, when you come back. 

As to the attempt on the Fowey, he thinks that the 
situation of our affairs, at present, will not justify it; but, on 
your anival, will consider move of it, should there be the 
same prospect of success that you apprehend there is now. 

The report you have had is too true, but not so bad, we 
hope, as you have heard, However, it is certain, that the 
great and gallant Monjgomery is no more, He, with his 
Aid-de-camp, Captain Maepherson, and Captain Cheese- 
man of New- Yorie, fell the first fire; also, Colonel Arnold 
is wounded in the leg, 

Tam, &e,, 


To Stephen Moylan, Esq. 


Roserr H, Hannison, 





GENERAL SULLIVAN TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE ASSEMBLY, 
Wintor-Ilill, January 20, 1776, 
May ir preasn your [lonouns: The bearer hereof, 
Mr. Adjutant Peabody, of Colonel Reed's Regiment, ear- 
nestly desiring to go to the relief ¢f our distressed brethren 
in Canada, 1 beg leave to recommend him to the office of 
Second Lieutenant, and Adjutant, in the regiment bound 
there, which offiees he has voluntarily resigned heve, and 
cheerfully undeitakes tho fatigues of a long marelirto re- 
lieve our worthy fliends at Quedeck. I can assure you 
that he has ever behaved well, and been highly esteemed 
here, as well for his conduct in the common business of his 
office, as for his courage and intrepidity at Bunkers Il, 
Any favour you shall pleaso to show him, shall be giate- 
fully acknowledged by, your much obliged, and humble 


servant, Joun Suntivan, 
To the Honourable General Assombly. 


— 


t 


COLONEL WOODFORD TO THE VIRGINIA CONVENTION. 
Norfolk, Janugry 21, 1776, 

We have had a party, these ten days, upon Tanner's 
Creek, who yesterday had a brush with a tender’s boat, 
attempting to land at Sprav?’s plantation; they beat her 
off, and killed one man, ‘ 

Hight o'clock at night—About four this afternoon, 
another heavy cannonading began from the Liverpool and 
Otter, during which the enemy landed, and set fire to soma 
houses that remained unhurt, near to which is:called Town 
Point Wharf, 1 sent strong parties to reinforce our water 
guards. We had three fine mon killed with cannon shot, 
aud one wounded, who, it is thought, will Jose his arm. 
We have found one sailor and two Negroes dead, and sup- 
pose many others wore killed and wounded that were 
carried off in their boats, Captains Green and Markham 
airived in the height of the fire. 

Tam, sir, &c. 


GEORGL STRIOKER TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 
Trodoicktown, Janunry 21, 1776, 


Gryrienen: I amtaformed that my company of Light- 
Infantry ave to be armed with rifles; shall, therefore, es- 
teem your directions to some petson to contract for the 
same, they being to be had here. The gunsmiths have 
offered to furnish the company with the same, in a few 
weoks, Nothing retards mo now, but the want of arms 
and recruiting cash. 1 have recruited twenty-one select 
men in two days, and make no doubt of completing my 
company in ten more. — 

Please to send, by the bearer, Mr. Benjamin Ford, ot 
any one of my Lieutenants, the recruiting cash, Imagine 
shall wanLabout two hundred and fifty pounds, t 

I anevith respect, gentlemen, your most obedient gore! 


want, Grones SrarcKers ; 
To the Council of Safety. ay 
N.B, Ifa person is directed to contract for rifles, it will 
be necessary, also, to contract for bullet-pouohes ard pow- 
der-horns. | - a7 4 é 


795 


BERKS COUNTY (PENNSYLYANIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Standing Committee for Berks 

County, January 20, 1776: . 
Mark Bird, Yisq., in the chrir. 

The Committee, taking into their consideration the pre- 
sent state of the Association in this County, and being per- 
suaded of the pressing necessity of being prepared for 
defence, do earnestly recommend it to their brethren to sign 
the Articles of Association formed by the House of Assem- 
bly at their last mecting; this Committee trusting that 
such amendments will be made, at the next sitting of As- 
sembly, as will make the Association not only more effec- 
tual, but more consonant to the principles of justice and 
equality. 

And afterwards, at a meeting of the Committee, on the 
80th of the same month, 

Resolved, unanimously, That it is the opinion of this 
Committee, that it will be highly requisite, in case the As~ 
sembly should not think proper to make the necessary 
amendments in the said Association, that a Provincial Con- 
vention be held for that purpose; and they do, according- 
ly, appoint Edward Biddle, Marke Bird, Jonathan Potts, 
Bontat Broadhead, Baltzer Gheer, Collinson Read, Es- 

wires, and Messis. Valentine Rekert, Nicholas Lutz, 
Sebastian Levan, and Richard Zea, to attend the said 
Convention, in behalf of this County. 

By aider of the Committee: 

Couuinson Ruap, Secredary. 


BUOKS COUNTY (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE. 
In Committea, Bucks County, January 21, 1776, 

Tho Committee of Safety of this Province have lately 
published a process for the making of Saltpetre, with a view 
to induce the inhabitants of this Colony to set about the 
work; but, as no desciiption, however exact, can so. fully 
answer the purpose of instruction as an actual exhibition of 
tho process, this Committee, at the request of the Com- 
mittee of Safety, hath appointed James Wallace, Andrety 
Kichlein, and Joseph Fenton, Jun., to attend the Saltpetre 
Works in Philadelphia, so as to obtain a competent know- 
lodge of the method practised at tho Saltpetre Works there, 
that they may be qualified to exhibit the process ta such 
persons as are desirous of being useful to their country, by 
entering into the manufacture of that useful and necessary 
commodity; and James Wallace is, also, appointed to ve- 
ceivo all the Saltpetre that shall be made in this county, who 
will be furnished with Powder, to pay, in that article, one- 
fourth part the value of the Saltpetre, and the rest of the 
price will be punctually paid in ensh by Mr, Wallace. 

By order of the Cominittee: 

Josern Harz, Chairman, 





+ NEW-YORK COMMITTED OF SAFLTY TO LOND STIRLING. 
It Committoc of Safely, New-York, Sunday Evening; i 
8 o'clock, January 21, 1776, 

My Lonn; By the seizure of aman, brought up from the 
Hook by one of our pilots, fiom on board a transport, we, 
this instant, have learned her being in a distressed condi- 
tion, and waiting there for direction and assistance from this 
port, She has been out thirteen weeks, destined for the 
Head-Quarters of the Ministerial troops, so that, if she re- 
ceives relief, she will, doubtless, proceed for Boston, She 
is deeply laden with all kinds of stores for the army. 

Our intelligence is from letters found on the prisoner, 
directed to certain persons under fictitious directions, which 
wore intended to be conveyed, by him, on boaid of the 
man-of-war, It would greatly serve tho publick cause could 
slié be seized. There are the most evident reasons why 
wé, in New-York, ought not, in point of prudence, to do 
it. We havo two ships-of-war lying here, and our exports, 
as yet, happily, uninterrupted by them. 

This discovery cannot be kept long a secréBeand we 
think it our duty to submit this case to your immediate at- 
tention, Should it be known to the ships-of-war, they will, 
doubtless, send down their boats, which consideration has 
induced us, by express, to furnish you with this opportuni- 
ty of serving the publick. 

The above reasons point out the propriety of keeping 
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the source of your information a secret, and, to this end, 
we beg you will destroy this as soon as read, 

We are, my Lord, with great respect, your Lordship’s 
most obedient. r 

By order of the Committas: 


P.S. She is a ship of between three and four hundreu 
tons, a galley-built ship, without a head ; has yellow sides, 
blue quaiter-boards, with the trophies of war painted on the 
quaiter-boards ; has six three-pounders on the quarter- 
deck. She has, itis thought, a quantity of ammunition on 
board. She has about twenty hands, and Jies hovering off 
and on, without the Hook, and will not leave that. station 
till she receives intelligence from shore. Captain FVilliam 
Rogers, the bearer of this, will be a proper person to take 
the direction of the undertaking. 


To the Right Honourable the Earl of Stirling. 


ay a 


NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO JOSEPH HALLETT, 
In Committoo of Safoty, Now-York, January 21, 1776, 
Sm: Through the misfortunes and indisposition of sun- 
dry members wo are very few in number, We have only 
eight members, when all meet who ate in town, or can be 
collected. We have had more cases than one, in which we 
should have thought it our duty to have spared a member 
from the Committee, for important matters nt some distance, 
if our number would have permitted us so to do. 
Thus situated, we think it our duty, to request you to 
come to New-York, and attend the Committee as soon as 
the situation of your health will admit. 


[A similar Jetter was sont to Mr. John Inlay,] 


GENERAL WOOSTER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Montreal, January 21, 1776, 

Sir: I herewith enclose a letter just received from Col- 
onel Arnold, and take this opportunity most heartily to 
condole with you for the loss of the brave and most amia- 
ble General Montgomery, and the other brave officers and 
soldiers who fell with him, and for the failure of success in 
the unfortunate attack upon Quebeck, the particulars of 
which, you will, doubtless, have received before this reaches 

ou. 

I should have gone down, immediately, upon hearihg of 
the defeat, to the camp before Quebeck, but the necessity 
of securing this place, and the country round, in our inte- 
rest, induced all the officeis and our friends here, to request 
me not to leave this place, till we should have a reinlorce- 
ment from the Colonies ; when they arrive, I expect to prox 
ceed on with them. We have many enemies In this Pro- 
vince, particularly among the Clergy, who aro using every 
artifice to excite the Canadians to take up arms against us; 
but I hope to bo able to prevent any thing of the kind, I 
hayo called in many of the commissions given by Govern~ 
our Carleton, and bave given out new ones under the Con« 
giess, and expoct soon to have them spread through thé 
country, which, I expect, and indeed I perceive already, 
that it answers vory salutary punposes ; after receiving new 
commissions, they look upon themselves as bound, and 
unless we succeed, they wil] all be treated as Traitors. I 
allow each Parish to choose their own Captains, 9 circum- 
stance which pleases them much; and there has been but 
few instances that they have not chosen a zealous friend 
to our cause, : 

The taking of Quebeck must be a matter of the greatest 
aonsequence to the Colonies, but at present we are very 
ill provided for it, The place is strong. I believe they 
are determined to defend it to the last extremity. Woe 
haye but about four tons of powder in the Province. We 
have, I beliove, a sufficiency of small cannon, none larger 
than twelve pounders, except two brass twonty-fours, which 
are at St. Johws. Wo have expectations of having shot 
and shells cast at Three-Rivers, 

In my opinion, it will not only be necessary to forward 
men and powder from the Colonies, but also, a number of 
heavy cannon, such as thirty-two pounders, and one thir- 
teen inch mortar, if no mora, and some small ones, if to he 
had, I understand that the large mortar from Tieonde- 
roga, with a number of pieces of cannon, are gone to you 
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camp. It is of the greatest importance, that whatever is 
sent from the Colonies, should be here by the middle of 
March, at farthest, for, after that time, the gentlemen here 
inform me, it will be impossible to transport any thing from 
this place to Quebeck, on account of the rivet’s being filled 
with ice, and water, of consequence, overflows the flat coun- 
try. Therefore, if any of our wants can be supplied from 
your camp, I could wish that whatever is sent may be for- 
warded as expeditiously as possible. 

T am, sir, with the greatest esteem and respect, your 
most obedient servant, Davip Woosren. 


To General Washington. 


GOYERNOUR COOKE TQ GENERAL WASHINGTON, 
Providouco, January 21, 1776. 


Sir: Your favour of the 6th instant [ received, and 
Jaid before the General Assembly. It had great weight ; 
and 1 believe that no supplies to the enemy’s ships would 
have been permitied, bad it not appeared to us that the 
members of the Continental Congress weie of opinion that 
they should be continued. ‘The following is an extract of 
a letter from our Delegates on that subject: “ A memorial 
fiom the town of Netuport, forwarded to us by express, 
having been referred to the General Assembly, we now 
enclose that with the papers pertinent thereto. We should 
not do justice to the benevolence of Congress, or to the 
distressed situation of the town, if we did not acquaint you 
that all the gentlemen who spoke in this dobate, expressed 
the most tender regard for the distressed people, and gave 
it as their opinion, that, as long as the ships-of-war now in 
the harbour could be supplied with fresh provisions, beer, 
and such like, necessaries for thoir own immediate sup- 
port, consistently with the great principles of the general 
good and safety of America, the town ought to be permit- 
ted to furnish them; the greatest care being taken by Go- 
vernment that no more than the barely necessary supplies 
be furnished them, from time to time, lest the common 
enemy, in other paits of the Continent should, through them, 
obtain provisions.” In consequence of which, the General 
Assembly have ordered that Captain Wallace should be 
supplied, as you will sec by the enclosed vote. But, as 
he may cannonade, and even burn the town, a discretion~ 
ary power, by a private vote, which it is designed should 
be kept a profound secret,,is given to the commander of 
the forces on Rhode-Island, to permit supplies in cases of 
imminent danger, until the next session, to be holden on 
the Jast Monday in next month, 

Similar measures to these taken by Connecticut, as men- 
tioned in your letter, have been adopted by this Colony. 
Besides which, the commanding officer of any body of the 
Continental troops is empowered to impress carriages, &c. 

The General Assembly ordered an address to the Con- 
gress, a copy of which I do myself the honour to enclose 
you, We are not without hopes that the Congress will 
take the whole brigade into their service, especially as the 
necessity arising from so powerful an invasion, of establish~ 
ing the whole force we havg ordered, is clear and manifest. 
From the nature of the war, and the circumstances of the 

Colonies, { think every idea of partial and colonial defence 
ought to be given up, There must be a supreme superin- 
tending power, to exert and direct the force of the whole for 
tho defence and safety of all; otherwise the exeitions and 
burdens will not only be very unequal, to the greatly en- 
dangering the union upon which the welfure of America 


depends, but Colony after Colony may be subdued, without, 


the chance of making resistance. I shall only add, on this 
head, that unless the Continent enter upon the defence of 
the Colony, it must be abandoned, to the great detriment 
of the common cause. I beg the favour of your Excel- 
lency seriously to consider this matter, and to give us your 
assistance, with the members of the Congress, for procur- 
ing such a body of forces as the interest of this and the 
United Colonies, in general, shall yequire, 

* We had procured upwards of an hundred blankets, 
which were designed for the Army under your immediate 
command; but the descent upon Prudence obliged us to 
send forty of them to our troops upon that Island; and to 
supply the additional forces ordered to be raised, will de- 
mand every blanket that can be spared in the Colony. 
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Tam, with great respect and esteem, sir, your Excel- 
lency’s most obedient, and most humbla servant, 
Ntoxonas Cooxs. 


To His Excellency General Washington. 


Colony of Rhoio-Island, &., in Genoral Assambly, 
January 17, 1776, i 

Itis Voted and Resolved, That the Town Council of the 
town of Newport be allowed to supply Captain Wallace, so 
long as he shall iemain peaceably within the Colony, without 
committing any depredations upon the Islands, or upon any 
of the lands in the Colony, weekly with two thousand pounds 
weight of Beef, and with Beer as usual, under the direc« 
tion of the commanding-officer of the troops stationed on 
Rhode-Island ; that he appoint the person to provide and 
deliver the said Provisions ; and that no Member of either 
House of Assembly be appointed to deliver the same, or to 
go on boaid of either of the ships-of-war under said Wal- 
face's command, on any occasion whatover. 

And this Assembly considering the situation and defence- 
less state of the town of Newport, do advise, and strongly 
recommend it to the inhabitants of said town, forthwith to 
remove to some place of safety, all their aged people, wo- 
men, children, and those who are unable to assist in defence 
of the place, together with their \aluable effects, 

And do further, Vote and Resolve, That the sum of two 
hundred Pounds, lawful money, be paid out of the Ge- 
neral Treasury, to the Committee hereinafter appointed, 
which shall be improved in removing such poor persons in 
said town, as are incapable of removing themselves, and for 
no other use whatever, That Mossrs. John Collins, John 
Cooke, Thomas Freebody, George Irish, and Daniel Hol- 
loway, or the major partof them be, and they are, hereby, 
appointed a Committes for that purpose, That the said 

ommitice be empowered to settle the price of the trans- 
portation of the effects of the inhabitants of the said town 
to the places where they shall be shipped; and, also, the 
price of transportation over the ferries; and that each of 
the said Committee be empowered (o impress teams, horses, 


‘and cattle, to remove such effects at the prices which shall 


be so aflixed. 


A true copy: Ilanny Wann, Secretary. 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TU GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 
Combridga, January 21, 1776. 

Sim: In the hurry of my Inst despatches to you, of the 
19th instant, I forgot to intimate, that for the enconrage- 
ment of the regiment destined for Canada, a month’s ad- 
vanced pay will bo allowed officers and soldiers by me, on 
behalf of Congress, At the same time, I think it but 
right that you should be apprized of tho intention of this 
Goveinment to advance their regiment another month’s , 
pay, to enable the men to provide for so long ant fntigu- 
ing a march, and, in the mean time, have something for 
their families to subsist on during their absence. 

T havo no doubt but that this Inst advance will bo pleas- 
ing to Congress, and that the money will be speadily re- , 
funded; but as I have no authority to direct it, and would 
not appear, by avy act of ming, to put these three regiments 
intended for Canada, upon a different footing from those 
which have been raising for this Army, 1 only give you 
a hint of the intention of this Government, if you think 
proper that the regiment from your Colony may be placed 
upon the same footing, as 1 know all kind of distinctions 
are considered by troops with an evil and jealous aye. 

Such necessaries, as are eae requisite for the march 
of this regiment, you will please to have provided upon the 
best terms you can, and a regular account, with vouchers , 
thereof, left, that chen may be mado. The importance 
of despatch will, J am persuaded, appear in so urgent and 

ressing gdarht to you, that I need add nothing on this 
head, bif€shall be glad to hear what progress you make in 
the business, being with the sincerest regaid and esteem, 


sir, &e., Gronce Wasuweardn. 
Sieh a 


To Govyernour Trumbull. 7 


[Same to the Honowable Mathew Dhornton, Nes 
Tlampshire.] 
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INFORMATION TO THE TOWN OF SAVANNAH, FROM GOYER- 
nour wrichr.* 
Thursday night, 10 o'clock, January 18, 1776. 

The Governour sent for Doctor Jones and Joseph Clay, 
and acquainted them that ho had sent for them as the only 
remaining Representatives of the town of Savannah, and 
acquainted them that the following men-of-war, with the 
packet and one or two other vessels, were arrived at Cock- 
spur, viz: the Syren, of 28 guns; the Zumar, of 18 or 20 
guns; the Raven, of 18 guns; the Cherokee, of 16 guns. 

That he was very certain their orders were to treat any 
of the Colonies who were in arms, had raised fortifications, 
seized any of the Crown officers, or King’s stores, as in a 
stata of rebellion, and would, if in their power, destroy 
their towns and property, wherever they would come at 
them; and, he apprehended, they would Jook on us as 
in that state, and, as far as in their power, treat us accord- 
ingly. 

That the Raven, man-of-war, was stationed here. That 
they were all in want of provisions, particularly the Zu- 
mar, the Cherokee, and the packet, which vessels, as 
well as the Syren, he believed, would depart the Province 
as soon as they were supplied with provisions, That if 
he, the Governour, could be assured from the inhabitants 
of the town that they would supply them with provisions, 
and permit their bonts to come to town unmolested, and 
puichase such provisions as they can get, that he would go 
down on board these ships and endeavour to settle every 
thing with the officers in such a manner as to prevent their 
doing any injury to this town, or the inhabitants of the Pro- 
vince, or their property. ‘ 

That iE Hey could not be supplied with provisions, they 
certainly would take it by force, where they can find it, and 
will, if in thoir power, attack this town and destroy it, 
which, as several of the vessels were of an easy draft of 
water, he presumed they could get up to Lown and effect, 

Savannuh, Monday, January 22, 1776, 

Doctor Jones and Joseph Clay waited on the Governour 
in consequence of a written request from him, when he 
informed them, that ns soon as he heard there was a man- 
of-war in the river, which was on Ztasday Jast, he sent 
orders to Captain Lightenstone to go on board them and to 
inquire who they wore and what number, and endeavour 
to learn their intentions. And as the Governour was ap- 
prehensive, if any of the man-of-war boats came up to 
town, it might be the occasion of disputes between them 
and the inhabitants, and, perhaps, bloodshed, for which rea- 
son he directed Captain Lightenstone to acquaint them 
that the town was in much confusion, and to request that 
they would not send any of their boats up lo town. 

But his orders reached Captain Lightenstone at Sieida- 
thay, on Wednesday morning, who, immediately, went on 
hoard the men-of-war, and roturned from them on Thurs. 
day afternoon, and to Savannah this morning; who ac- 
quainted him, the Goyornour, that in pursuance of his 
orders, he had been on board the ships-of-war—that they 
informed him, by Lightenstone, that the Syren and the 
packet would, probably, go to sea this day or to-mor- 
row; that the Zwmar lad sprung her main-yard and was 


.“#in want of provisions, as was the Cherokee ; that as soon as 


she (the Tamar) had got a new yard, which they expect- 
ed to supply themselves with from Zybce, that she (the 
Cheroleee) would, as soon as that was done, and they had 
supplied themselves with provisions, which they expected 
soon to procure, having already got five or seven beeves 
from Tybee, and expected to get some other provisions 
fiom Little Tybec, (which they were then about sending 
rah go tosea also; and then there would be left in this 
jhatbour only the Raver, which is stationed here; and 
that he apprehended this town had nothing to fear from 
the men-of-war, unless thoy should attempt any thing in 
consequence of hearing of his, the Governour, being under 
arrest, which he assured us if they had, it wasSswt from 
him or with his knowledge, 

# Qn tho 18th of January, Joseph Habersham, Esq., who was then 
a member of the Ffouse, anised a patty of voluntecrs, tovk Governour 
Wraght prisoner, paroled him to his houso, and placed a’sentinol at his 
dror} prohibiting al! intercourso with the members of his Conndil, the 
King's officers, or other persons who wero supposed to be inimical to 
the Anerican onuaa, Tho Governonr became tired of confinement, and 


avith tho dssistanco of John Mulryne, offectod his escape fram tho back 
part of his housa, on the night of tho 11th of Feb uay,—AlCull, 
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THOMAS JONNSON, JUN. 2O MARYLAND COVNCIL OF SAFETY, 
Fredoriektown, Jahuury 22, 1776. 

Grnrimmen: Stricker has accepted his commission, 
and has had, and 1 expect will have, good success in 
inlisting. Te proposes to be very particular in the men 
he takes, and much wishes his, the Light Infantry compa 
ny, to be armed with rifles; both Mr, Price and he think 
rifles for a company may be soon got. Considering the dif- 
ficulty of speedily arming our troops, 1 think with them, 
it will be advisable to lodge a sum of money in the hands 
of somebody here. Nobody will do more justice to the 
publick than C. Beatty, to purchase up what rifles can be 
got. My brother, this morning, let Stricker have one hun- 
dred of the two bundred which he bionght up for building 
the town Jail, to assist bim in recruiting. Myr. Ford will be 
a very proper hand to bring up what movey you may think 
proper to send Stricker. 1 imagine the two hundred and 
filty pounds he applies for, is not too much, as well as what 
you may think proper for Captain Barrett, mavy of whose 
company T expect will be very good riflemen, if collected 
in his neighbourhood, from where I think they may be best 
spared. Major Price tells me & good many publick arms, 
some of which have been repaired at the expense of those 
who have them, may be collected with industry. Ishould 
be glad you would send up an order forthe Committee 
to collect all they can, and if you think as I do, to allow 
the people the reasonable expense of necessary repairs, 
where the muskets came to their hands out of order, 

{ understand that about one hundred gun-locks, fit for 
rifles, and that would do well enough to put to repaired 
muskets, are to be had in town. I wish you would send 
up about sixty pounds to purchase them. Mr. Beatty, my 
brother, or myself, will do it, if you please. 

Price tells me he gained an acquaintance with one 
Royston, at the camp of the Artillery, who was a very 
clever young man, and desires to como to the South; 
and from Price’s account of him, he would be very ser- 
vicenble in our Second Artillery Company, and he would 
be well satisfied with a First Lieutenancy. I wish, if there 
is still room, that he may be preferred to it. A trifling cir- 
cumstance prevented his coming with Price, and he even. 
talked of following him. Major Price writes to him that 
troops are raising in this Province, and that it is likely he 
will he employed, which, he says, he dare say, will bring 
him, with a strong recommendation from General Gates, 
to whom he is well known, se 

I aim, gentlemen, your most obedient, 

Tn. Joungon, Jun. 


MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO STRPUEN STEWARD. 

[No.3] Annapolla, January 22, 1776, 
Sin: Tho Council of Safety are informed that you have 
heen at Philadelphia, and are acquainted with the method 
the Committee have taken there to prevent the approach 
of mon-of-war and armed vessels to that city. As the Con- 
vention havo resolved, that the sum of five thousand nine 
hundied pounds be appropriated to fortify Annapolis, and 
place obstructions in the channel of the iver, the Coun- 
cil would be glad to see you, and take your opinion on any 


plans or designs, that may be thought necessary, in carry- . 


ing this resolution of the Convention into execution, Mi, 
Hallace bas been so kind as to lay before us your letter of. 
the 20th instant, on which we shall be glad to canfer with 
you. We are, with respect, sir, yours, &c, 


To Mr. Stephen Steward, West-River. 


MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAPETY TO WILLIAM ROBERTS: 
[No, 4. Anntpolis, Junaary 22, 1776, 

«Sin: A Company of Artillery, or Matrosses, was or- 
dered to be raised, particularly for the city of Annapolis. 
This is a matter of consequence to all the inhabitants ; we, 
therefore, choose to consult the Corporation with regard to 
the officers, and should be obliged to you to call a Corpo- 
ration some day this week, or the next, at farthost, and Idt 
us know who that respectable body would recommend to 


us as proper persons for Captain and three Lieutenants, 
Weare, &a, yg . 
4 


To Wm. Roberts, Esq,, Mayor of the City of Annapolis, 


}, 


wt 
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LANCASTER (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE TO PRESIDENT OF 
CONGRESS. 
{Road January 25, 1776,—Reforred to Committeo of Correspondence.) 
In Committeo, Lancaster, January 22, 1776. 


Sm: Pursuant to the directions of Congress, the Com- 
mittee of this place communicated their resolves to the 
officers, prisoners of war in this town, and received from 
them the enclosed answer, 

The Committee will, with cheerfulness, executo the 
orders of the Congress, but they are under some dificulties 
in this case, as we have reason to believe the officers will 
insist to remain with the privates, and will make no choice 
of residence. It will then fall on the Committee to fix 
the places for them ; and, as those places, or some of them, 
may be in other Counties, we cannot compel the Commit- 
tees to receive and take them into their charge, without 
particular direction figm Congress for that purpose. But, 
should the Congress direct the places of their residence, 
they will be most punctually obeyed ; and, as it is proba- 
ble that, when they are remoyed from hence, they will 
refuse to give their parole, agreeable to the former resolves 
of Congress, we beg the Congress will direct in what man- 
ner the Committees shall proceed with them. 

The bearer of this is one of the members of the Com- 
mittee; his private business will detain him a day in PAd- 
ladelphia, and by him we hope to receive the directions of 
the Congress, 

Tam, sir, with great esteem, your very humble servant, 

By order of the Committee: Gi onae Ross, 


Chairman of the Committee. 


To the Honourable John Hancock, President of the Con- 
tinental Congress, 


‘ 


Lancaator, Janunry 20, 1776. 

We, the undermentioned officers, having perused the 
Resolves of the Congress relative to us, transmitted to the 
Committee of this town, think proper to make the follow- 
ing answers to them ;* 

Answer to Ist Resolution.—That tho officers are of 
opinion they may accept of the offer of drawing for their 
subsistence ; at the sane time, from the situation they are 
in, they cannot help expressing a doubt of their bills boing 
honoured, as an alteration may take place in Great Bri- 
tain, as well as in America, with regard, to bills of ex~ 
change ; but expect that, in this case, nothing detrimental 
be offered to their persons, 

Answer to 2d Resolution. —That, although the officers 
at Lancaster do not think themselves, by any means, con- 
cerned in tho article of the Resolve relative to the offices 
at Drenfon, yot they think proper to declare, that their 
having been placed in taverns by those officers under 
whose conduct they wore brought to this place, laid them 
under the necessity of living in a more expensive manner 
than they otherwise would have dono, and that thoy had 
frequently made application for private lodgings, but with- 
out effect. 

Answer to on article of said Resolution.—That the offer 
of an allowance of two dollars per week, for board and 
lodging, is so inadequate to the manner which they, as 

* Agrood to sot Dr, Huddlestone at liborty on tho terms ho mon+ 
tionas and sont by him o proposition to Gonoral Carleton, that it bo sti. 
pulated on both aides, not only to rolonso all Surgoons, but that, if, by 
tho fortune of war, the hospital of cithor army should fall into tho 
power of tho other, the samo cara should ho takon of tho sick and 
woundod as if friends, and that noithor thoy nor the attendants af the 
hospital should be considered ns prisonors; and, if Goyernour Carleton 


shonid not agreo to the presont rolongo of Surgcons, Dr. Huddlestone 
is to bo on his parole to return immediately. 4 
Officer? Answer at Lanoasren, 
_ To bo loft on the footing it was placed on in our lettor of tho 
ivi 

2, Resolve related moroly to tho officers at Trenton, 
haying boon rocoived of thoso of Lancaster. 

3. Two dollars por wavk was tho allowanoo of Congrosa; tho efi. 
cors may rofuso it or add to it on thoir own account, as they plonso. 

4, Inquire tho moaning, high accounts from Trenton. 

5, Seo tho Resolution of Congress; oxpross strongor than boforo 


no complajnt 


4 What relates to Gonoral Schuyler's promiso, 


6, We shall be oxtromaly sorry to bo reduced to,tho nocossity of 
confining tem In. prison, if they cane! thoir parole, 
+ Clothing ordorod by us; their clothing ordered to be " 
“g, Provided for in our former tettor, P brought ba 
, A wd 10. It ia not dosired to remoye any officer te tho prejudice of 
hie health. ‘ E 
Directions given in former letter relating’ to the women and children. 


Fourrn Sextes.—Vor, rv. ; 51 


, 
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gentlemen and British officers, have been accustomed to 
live in, in every part of [fis Majesty’s dominions, that they 
decline accepting of the loan, 

That, as to the article respecting innkeepers’ accounts, 
they do not, really, comprehend the meaning of it, and, 
therefore, request an explanation, 

In answer to the last article, respecting the officers being 
separated from their men, they cannot help expressing 
their surprise at it, having had promises to the contwary, 
particularly General Schayler’s; that this promise from him, 
and g confirmation of it ynder the hands of the Congress, 
in their orders to Captain Noté, rendered them easy ; that, 
in consequence of this, the oflicers, without hesitation, 
gave their parole to the Committee of this town, in the 
manner as has been already transmitted by them, The 
officers will be extremely sorry to be reduced to the disa- 
greeable necessity of cancelling that promise. 

The men are in great want of their clothing, not having, 
now, sufficient to cover them from the inclemency of the 
weather. Motives, therefore, of humanity and justice sug- 
gest to the officers the necessity of remaining with them, 
at least until the baggage arrives, which is daily expected, 
in order to make a proper distribution of it. 

The officers beg leave to represent their own situation, 
which is such as will not admit of their changing quarters 
at this inclement season of the year; many of them lying 
ina bad state of health, and without the greatest part of 
their baggage, some, indeed, without any part of it, 

The officers willingly embrace this opportunity of re- 
turning their thanks to the Committee and others, of this 
town, for their humanity in raising a subscription for tho 
women und children, and, likewise, for other civilities. 

W. Ruynerr, P. Anstnurusr, 
Tin. Newaancn, Wirsaaa Durr, 
Jas, Wat, Batuus, Jos, Caurenut, 
Joun Desrann, Gro. Peacocre, 
Wa. C. Huanes, Royal Fusilecrs. 


Joun Srronez, E. P. Winrineron, 
Joun Livinesron, Ronent Tuomas, 
D. McDonert, Janus Gorvon, 


Twenty-Sivth Regiment, 


Daniex Ronenrson, 
Royal Highland Emigrants. 


To the Committee of Lancaster, 


OAPTAIN WILLIAMS TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
Philadolphia, January 22, 1776, 

GeyrLemen: J am now under the necessity of apply- 
ing to your Honours, (in consequence of orders issued 
from Congress to hold myself in readiness to march at on 
hour’s warning,) as J am, at present, without a First-Lieu- 
tenant, Mr. Davis, my late Lieutenant, being promoted to 
a Company; Mr, John D. Bankson, my late Ensign, 
being, likewise, promoted to a First Lieutenant by the 
Committee of Safety, and a certain Mr, Morgan was ap- 
pointed by your [lonours a First Lieutenant (formerly 
appointed by the Committee of Safety in one of your new 
battalions) in the First Battalion, who was to join my 
company; but, as the whole corps of officers in the 
First Battalion would rather wish your Tonours would 
promote the officers in the said battalion, as they were at 
the great trouble of raising the company. 

I cannot but think it would be in your power to allow 
My, Bankson to join my company, agreenble to Mr. Mor- 
gan’s desire, Mr, Morgan is, at present, out of town, re- 
cruiting for the Captain whom he was first engaged with. 

Your Honours will please to take it into consideration, 
and grant the above request; and you will much oblige 


your obedient, humble servant, 
Winwtan Winutans, Capt, J. BP. B. 


To the o Jestourable President of Congress, 


GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read February 2, 1776,] ‘ 
Albany, January 22, $776. 
Sin: When I did myself the honour to write to you 
on the 13th instant, the distress of minid dcoasioned by the 


$03 


melancholy accounts I then transmitted, the hurry in pre- 
paring for the excursion into Tryon County, and greatly 
oppressed by the asthma, were so many obstacles which 
prevented my answering your polite letters of the 30th of 
November and 2d instant, which were delivered me on tha 
12th by Mr. Zilghman. 1 now sit down to answer those, 
and to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 10th in- 
stant, covering several resolutions of Congress, which were 
delivered me on the 18th, 

That my little services should have attracted the notice 
of Congress, so far as to meiit their thanks, I can only 
attribute to the conviction which, { flatter myself, that 
respectable body entertains of iny wishes and endenyours 
toserve my country in this hour of danger. 1 cannot, 
sir, find words to convey my feclings on the occasion. 
Let it suffice, that I consider it as a reward the most glo- 
rious, since it is conferred by the representatives of a peo- 

le still Sree, and who are virtuously strugeling to transmit 
the blessings of freedom to millions of their posterity. 
May indulgent [Heaven so sinile on their honest endea- 
yours, that America may be a lasting monument to remind 
tyrants of theiv impotency, when they attempt to tyran- 
nize over a free people, To you, sir, my best thanks are 
duc, for the polite manner in which you have conveyed 
to me the sense of Congress, and believe me, sir, that I 
feel A grateful sense of the attention which I have expe- 
rienced from you. . 

I frankly confess, sir, that T have been greatly chagrined 
to see the little order that prevaited in the troops under 
my command, and that, added to my very bad state of 
health, were the only inducements which made me wish 
to relive. The first, } hope, will not so much prevail in 
future; but Lam sorry that Ihave no prospect that the 
Jatter will ever mend, Much indisposed when I set out 
for ‘Tryon County, the severity of the weather, and the 
fatigues incident to the command of an undisciplined and 
enraved multitude, ready to run into imprudences of the 
most dangerous nature, and only to be prevented by the 
greatest attention and vigilance, has greatly increased my 
disorders, a complication of which now confine me to my 
1oom. But, sir, tho affairs of my country are in a worse 
situation than when I requested to retire; this is motive 
sufficient for me to continue in any station, however incon- 
venient, in which my countrymen and my superiors are 
pleased to think I can bo of service. I will continue, 
then, todo what I can. My country may justly claim my 
Jast services. It shall have them. 

The resolutions of Congress of the 10th, 11th, and 
17th of November, so far as they respect me, shall be 
strictly complied with; that of the 26th, respecting the 
lead at Crown~Point, 1 have already given order about. 
‘What was left, at Ticonderoga was on its way to Cam- 
bridge when [ received General /Vashington’s account of 
the capture of the store-ship ; 1, therefore, stopped it here, 
and jt will be much wanted for our troops that are going 
into Canada, 

General Prescott was already considerably advanced on 
his way to New-Jersey, when [ received the order of Con- 
gress, of the 2d instant, for putting him in close custody. 

The resolution of Congress, permitting the officers, 

Bho are prisoners, to sell their bills for their subsistence, L 
have already communicated to those still here, which are 
the French officers, Major Hughes, Captain Gamble, and 
Lieutenant Barrington, all of which would have been 
moved just week if my time had not been engaged other- 
wise. 

I shalt tale the next opportunity that offers, to transmit 
to the Treasury an account of my disbursements to the 
officers. The receipts I cannot, as they are written in a 
redeipt-book containing many others. 

The Conductor of Autillery, whom I bad, through ne- 
cessity, appointed, is Mr. Hubbard Brown. We appears 
tome active, honest, and capable, and now,gets in the 
double capacity of Conductor and Barrackmaster icon 
deroga; for the former he was to have five shillings, and 
for the other an additional shilling, New-York currency. 
I found Gysbert Marselis, Tsq., a Barrackmaster here, 
and employed by the Committee of Albany; he still re- 
mains in the office. Mr. Peter Schuyler I appointed to 
Yake charge of the arms in this place; he has a considera- 
ble number already repaired. For a Storekeeper nt this 
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place, 1 bog leave to recommond Mr. Philip Pan Rens~ 
selaer, 

1 have givon Mr. Zrumbull, tho Paymaster-Goneral, 
copies of tho resolutions relative to his Dopartment. I 
hope they are not founded on a supposition that there had 
been any negligence in that Department, On the confa- 
sion which had arisen in the Army accounts, is much to be 
imputed to oflicers commanding companies, 

The resolve of the 8th instant, “that shipwrights be 
immediately sent from New-York and Philadelphia, to 
build batteaus,” I could wish not to be put into execution, 
as one Albany shipwright will do nearly as much of that 
kind of work as two that are not accustomed to it. 1 can 
also make them work early and Jate, which the others will 
not; besides, there will be great saving in the travelling 
charges, 

I shall immediately desire General Wooster to cause the 
river Sf, Lawrence to be explored, agreeable to the seso- 
lution of Congiess, but I feat he is much in want of an 
Engineer for the purpose, as well as for a proper person to 
ascertain what kind of armed boats it would ba most expe- 
dient to build. 

Does Congress intend that J should issue warants for 
completing the regiment to be raised in this Colony, or is 
it to be dono by tho Convention? In my former letters, J 
advised Congress that I had issued warrants for raising four 
companies, 

J shall immediately proceed to get every thing in readi- 
ness for building batteaus at Fort- George, as TPood- Creek 
cannot be cleared this Winter, and shall send up all the pro- 
visions and other stores. 

} fear I shall not be able to gat a sufficient quantity of 
nails made in time at this place; what I can got, I shall be 
obliged to pay fifteen pence per pound for. 

Part of the troops which I sent Colonel Harner to raise, 
are alieady on thetr match ; the first party, I bave reason 
to think, is, at farthest, within a day’s marel of St. John’s, 
I have ordered them off by fifties, as they could get ready, 
a regiment on the last Continental arrangement, in the 
County of Berkshire; part of it is alrendy marched, I 
was, however, obliged to give the like bounty as I did to 
Colonel Marner, It is commanded by Colonel Fellows, 
and all the officers were nominated by the General Com- 
mittee of that County. They will not engage beyond the 
15th of April. «11 was, however, lucky that I took those 
meastyes, for General +Pashingtoy writes me that he cau- 
not spare a man, Enclose you a copy of his letter. A 
few hours before I received it, [ wrote him by express, 
that the meceeely of sending troops from Cambridge to 
Canada appeared to me to be superseded, because of those 
going which I have mentioned above, and that there were 
two regiments on their march from Pennsylvania and New~ 
Jorsey, which, in all probability, would reach Canada as 
soon as noy he could send, 

Governowr Lrumbuil, in a letter of the 26th instant, ad» 
vises me that a :egiment is 1aising in Connectiout to march 
immediately to Canada, to be engaged to the first day of 
November next, 

As [ have had no aecounts from Canada since those 
which Mr. Ancitd brought, T conclude that nothing mate- 
rial has happened since the unfortunate affair of the 81st 
ultimo, 

I have, in a former letter, observed that all the heavy 
cannon and mortars were orderes to Camlidge ; I suppose 
they are there now. Should Quebeck not fall into our 
hands this Winter, we shall want a considerable number of 
those. Whence are we to be supplied? And from whence 
are we to get ammunition ? 

= January 24, 1776, 

Some of the troops that accompanied me into Tryon 
County refused to move unless T promised pay for their 
carriages ; and these same people insist upon pay as Mi- 
nute-Men. Many of the people, however, expect no pa 
for their carriages, nor for themselves. xpeditions of this 
kind would be very expensive at this rate. I cannot think 
that Congress intended pay for the men on such occasions, 
I shall wait their orders, 

I have just now received a letter from the Commitiee of 
Safety at New-Yorie, enclosing copies of the resolutions 
of Congress of the 8th of January. They observe that 
several things are left indeterminate in that resalye 
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which orders a large quantity of provisions and stores to be 
sent to Fort-George.” In answer, I have wiote them 
that “ I cannot believe Congress intended any thing more 
by sending the resolution to them, than that they should 
supply me with what I might want; the almost impossi- 
bility of sending a large quantity from New-York to Fort- 
George, at this season, would countenance this constiuc- 
tion.” : ; 

They have also wrote to me on the subject of the ship- 
wrights, I have given them an extract of what I have 
above said to Congress on the occasion, and requested that 
they would not send any until I applied for them. 

They also seemed to think that they were to procure 
batteau-men, and ask what wages are to be allowed them. 
T have promised to write to Congress on that head. 1 be- 
lieve they would be best got in the vicinity of this place. 
If Congress thinks so, I wish to know what pay to allow 
the officers and men? 

Congress will please to attend to the Naval Department 
in this quarter. Perhaps Commodore Douglass will re- 
main. | could wish a Captain Wynkoop to be employed 
under him; he is active and brave. 

I am, sir, most sincerely, your obedient, humble servant, 

Priir Scuuyrer, 


To the Honourable Jon Lancock, Esq., &ic., &e, 


‘ 





GENERAL SOMUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Albany, January 22, 1776. 

Dear Sir; Colonel Warner succeeds fast in sending 
men to Canada, From the County of Berkshire, in the 
Massachusetis-Bay, a regiment will, also, immediately be 
sent, pat of which is already on its march, By a letter 
just received from Congress, dated the 10th instant, Tam 
advised that a regiment from Pennsylvania, and another 
from New-Jersey, ware ordered immediately to march for 
this place, and to put themselves under my command, As 
these carps can by in Canada at least as arly as any your 
Excellency can send from Cambridge, the necessity of 
sending of those which I had the honour to request of you, 
will be superseded. 

Since the unfortunate accounts which I transmitted you 
by my last express, 1 have heard nothing more from Ca- 
nada, whence, [ conclude, that our affhirs in that quarter 
are not in a worse situation than when Myr. Anil! camo 
away. The enclosed copy of a letter from Colonel Ar- 
nold was forgot to be sent you per last. 

J veturned last night from ZLryon County, into which I 
marched a body of Militia to disarm the malignants, which 
J have effected, Six of the chiefs of about two handrod 
and fifty or three hundred Seotch Mighlanders, ave to go 
prisoners to Ponneylvanta, ns are six others of tho English 
and Duich inhabitants of that County. We havo taken 
four six and four-poundars, together with a number of 
awivels and blinderbusses. 

T hope all is well with your Excellancy. Be plensed to 
present my compliments to your family. Jam, sir, with 
sincere respect and esteem, your Excellency's most obe- 
dient, and very humble servant, 

Purr Scuuxien. 


To His Excellency General Washington. 





GENERAL LEE T0 PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
(Road January 26, 1776. 
Stamford, January 22, 1776, 

Sn: As General Washington has informed the Con- 
gress of his motives for detaching me, it is needless to trou- 
ble you upon the subject. I ath, therefore, only to inform 
you, that 1 have calleoted a body of about twelve hundied 
men, from the Colony of Connecticut, whose zeal and_ar- 
dour, demonstrated on this occasion, cannot be sufficiently 
praised, With this body Iam marching directly to New= 
Yorke, to execute the different purposes for which I am 
dgtached, Lam sensible, sir, that nothing can carry tho 
air of greater presumption, than a servant’s intruding his 
opinion, unasked, upon his master; but, at the same time, 
there are ceitain seasons, when the real danger of the mas- 
ter may not only excuse, but render laydable the seryant’s 
officiousness. J, therefore, flatter myself that the Con- 


gress will receive, with indulgence and lenity, the opinion 
I shall offer. 

The scheme of disarming, simply, the Tories, seems to 
mie, totally ineffectual ; it will only imbitter their minds, 
and add virus to their venom. They can, and will, always 
be supplied with fiesh arms by the enemy. That of seiz~ 
ing the most dangerous will, J apprehend, from the vague- 
ness of the instiuction, be attended with some bad conse- 
quences, and can answer no good ono; it opens so wide a 
door for partiality and prejudice, to the different Congress- 
es and Commitices on the Continent, that much discortl 
and animosity will, pobably, ensue, it being next to im- 
possible to distinguish who are, and who ave not, the most 
dangerous, 

The plan of explaining to these deluded people the jus- 
tice and merits of the American cause, is, certainly, gene- 
rous and humane, but, Tam afraid, will be fiuitless, ‘They 
are so riveted in their opinions, that, 1 am persuaded, 
should an angel descend fom Heaven, with his golden 
trumpet, and ring in their ears that (heir conduct was cri- 
minal, he would be disregarded, I had lately, myself, an 
instance of their infatuation, which, if it is not impertinent, 
1 will relate: 

At Newgort, I took the liberty, without any authority, 
but the conviction of the necessity, to administer a ver 
strong oath to some of the leading Tories, for which liber- 
ty I humbly ask pardon of the Congress. One atticle of 
this oath was, to take arms in defence of their county, if 
called upon by the voice of the Congress. To this, Colo- 
nel Wanton, and others, flatly yefused their assent. ‘To 
take arms against their Sovereign, they said, was too mon- 
strous an impiety. asked them, if they bud lived at the 
time of the Revolution, whether they would have been 
Rovolutionists? ‘Their answeis were, at fist, evasive, cir 
cuitous, and unintelligible ; but, by fixing them down pre- 
cisely to the questions, J, at length, diew fiom thom a po- 
sitive confession, that no violence, no provocation on the 
part of the Court, could prevail upon them to act with the 
Continent. Such, 1 am ulaid, is the creed and principles 
of the whole party, great and small; senso, reason, argu- 
ment, and eloquenea, have been expended in vain, and in 
vain you may still arguo and reason, till tho end of time, 
Evon the common feelings and resentments of humanity 
havo not aroused them, but rather, with a malignant plen- 
sure, they have beheld the destruction of their fellow-citi- 
gens and relations. But, Lam running into declamation, 

perhaps, impertinently prosuming,) when I ought to con 
fine mysolf to the scheme I submit to your consideration, 

It is, sir, in tho first place, to disarm all the manifestly 
disaffected, as well of the lower as of the higher class; not 
on tho principle of putting them in a state of impotence, 
(for this, as | observed before, will not bo the case,) but to 
supply our troops with arms, of which they stand in too 
greatneed, Secondly, to appraise their estates, and oblige 
them to doposite, at Jeast tho valua of one-half of their 
respective property, in tho hands of the Continental Con+ 
gress, ag a security for their good behaviour, And, lastly, 
to administer the strongast oath that can be dovised, to act, 
dofensively and offensively, in support of the common 
rights, 

| confess, that men so eaten up with bigotry, as the bulk 
of them appear to be, will not consider themselves ag 
bound by this oth, particularly, as it is, in some measure, 
forced ; they will argue, that it is by no means obligatory. 
But, i I mistake not, it will be a sait of criterion, by which 
you will bo able to distinguish the desperate fonaticks from 
those who are reclaimable. The former must, of course, 
bo secured, and carried into some interior parts of (he Gon- 
tinent, where they cannot be dangerous. : 

This mode of proceeding, I conceive, (if any enn,) will 
be effectual; but, whather itmoets with the approbation or 
slisapprobation of the Congress, I most humbly conjure them 
not to attribute the proposal to arrogance, sel{-conceit, of 
pra ae officiousness, but, at worst, to an intemperaig 
zeal for the publick service. mere, 
Notwithstanding the apparent slimpess of the auihorlty, 
as Tam mysolf convinced that it is substantial, 1 think it 
my duly to communicate a circumstance {0 the Cangress, 
I have with me bere, sir, a deserter from Captain Wal- 
lace's ship, hefore Newport, It is neopssary, previously to 


inform you, that this Captain Wal{ace.has, the reputation 
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of being the most imprudent and rash of all mortals, parti- 
culaily when he is heated with wine, which, as reported, 
is 9 daily incident; that, in those moments, he blabs his 
most secret instructions even to the common mon. ‘This 
deserter, then, informs us, that tho Captain, a few days 
ago, assembled the sailors and marines on the quarter-deck, 
and assured them, by way of encouragement, that they 
were o proceed, very soon, to New-York, where they 
were te be joined by His Majesty’s most loyal subjects of 
White- Plains, Pougheeepsie, and Long- Island, and, at the 
same time, bestowed, abundantly, his curses on the Admi- 
ral and General, for their dilatormess and scandalous con- 
duct, in not availing themselves, sooner, of the invitation 
they had received from these worthy gentlemen. 

The Congress will make whal comments they please on 
this information, which, | must repeat, 1 thought it my 
duty to communicate. Upon the whole, sir, you may be 
assured, that it is the intention of the Ministerialists to take 
possession (and immediately) of New-York. The intor- 
cepted letters, the unguarded expressions of their oflicers, 
in their interviews with ours, on the lines, but, above all, 
the manifest advantages resulting to their cause from this 
measure, pat their intention beyond dispute, 

With submission, therefore, to the wisdom of the Con- 
gross, it behooves them, 1 should think, not to lose a mo- 
ment in securing this important post, which, if in the hands 
of the enemy, must cut the Continent in twain, and render 
it almost impossible for the Northern and Southern Colo- 
nies mutually to support each other, Thisis not a crisis, 
when overy thing is at stake, to be over-complacent tothe 
timidity of the inhabitants of any particular spot. I have 
now under my command a respectable force, adequate to 
the purposes of securing the place, and parsing all its en- 
virons of ‘Traitors, on which subject I shall expect, with im- 
patience, the determination of the Congress. Their orders 
J hope to receive before, or immediately on my arrival, 

This instant, the enclosed express, from the Provincial 
Congress of New- York, was delivered into my hands ; but, 
as these gentlemen, probably, are not fully apprized of the 
danger hanging over their heads, as 1 havo received intel- 
ligence from camp that the fleet is sailed, and that it is 
necessary to urge my march, I shall proceed, with one di- 
yision of the forces under my commund, to that city, A 
moment's delay may bo fatal. 
t¢ The force I shall carry with me is not strong enough to 
act offensively, but just sufficient to secure the city against 
any immediate designs of the enemy. If this is to give 
umbrage, if the Governour, and Captain of the man-of- 
war, are pleased to construe this step as an act of positive 
hostility, if they are to prescribe what number of your 
troops, and What number not, are to enter the city, all I 
‘can say is, that New-York must be considered as the Mi+ 
‘nisters’ place, and not the Continent’s. 

1 must now, sir, beg pardon for the length of this letter, 
and, more so, for tha presumption in offering, so freely, my 
thoughts to the Congress, from whom it is my duty simply 
to receive my orders, and, as a servant and soldier, strictly 
to obey, which none can do with greater ardour and affec- 
tion than, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Crarues Ler. 


To the Honowable John Hancock, Eaq., President of the 
Continental Congress. 


In Committee of Safoty, New-York, January 21, 1776, 


Sin: The inhabitants of this city are much alarmed at 
various confident advices of your destination, with a consi- 
derable body of forces for active service here, Confident, 
however, as those advices may appear to people without 
doors, we cannot readily credit them, as we conceive it 
most probable that, were you preparing to execute any 
plan of that kind, it would be preceded by some intima- 
tions to us on the subject, from the Continental, Congress, 
General Washington, or yoursolf, We, thereforésehould 
not have troubled you with this application, had it not been 
to procure such information from you as may enable us, in 
a prudent use of it, to allay the fears of our inhabitants, 
tvho, at this inclement season of the year, will continue, as 
they have already begun, to remove their women and chil- 
dyén, and which, if continued, thay o¢casion hundreds to 
pétish for want of shelter. 
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This Committee, and the Congress, whose place we fill 
in their recess, nro, we flatter ourselves, as unanimously 
zealous in the cause of America, as any representative body 
on the Continent; so uuly zealous, that both the one and 
the other will cheerfully devote this city to ‘sacrifice, for 
advancing that great and important cause, But, to acquit 
ourselves in the judgment of the Continent, which, in point 
of publick aid, is deeply interested in the preservation of this 
metropolis, and to our constituents, who expect our pru- 
dent care of their Jives and properties, we think it our in- 
dispensable duty to inform you, that, though we have 
advices that General PVashington has been informed of the 
arrival of a large quantity of powder among us, we have 
not a sufficiency to enable you to act hostilely against the 
ships-of-war now in port. Our whole quantity of publick 
powder is less than threo tons, 

No works aie erected to annoy the enemy in their pre- 
sent situation. Should it be practicable, at «lis juncture, 
to erect hasty works for that purpose, to what shift are we 
1o belake ourselves, after our trifling supply of ammunition 
shall be expended? The commencement of hostilities, for 
which we are now so unprepared, will preclude the possi- 
bility of a supply, even for our musketry, in the ensuing 
campaign. ‘The strict guard against the exportation of 
ammunition from the foreign ports in Europe, wa have 
great ronson to fear, will cut off all hopes of supply from 
that quarter, as well to us as the Continental Congiess. 
We have sent sundry adventures thither, some of which 
have failed ; for this reason, we are daily pushing adyen- 
tures to tho West-Indies, with the article of provisions, as 
unecessary expedient in the present uncommon scarcity 
of bullion, The ships-of-war give no interruption to our 
vessels despatched on those adventures, a favour we can- 
not expect should hostilities begin. And, even should we 
be fortunate enough to oblige the ships-of-war to quit this 
poit, by expending the little powder we have, (an event + 
which our most sanguine hopes cannot promise us,) the 
attention of our enemies will effectually prevent our ex- 
pected importations. 

For these reasons, wo conceive that a just regard to the 
publick cause, and our duty, to take a prudent care of this 
city, dictate the impropriety of provoking hostilities at pre- 
sent, and the necessity of saving appearances wilh the 
ships-of-war till, at least, the month of March, 

hough we have been unfortunate, in our disappoint- 
ments, with respect to some of ous adventures, yet, be as 
sured, sit, we have not been idle, Our intrenching tools 
ae almost completed to a sufficient number; we are form- 
ing a magazine of provisions for five thousand men, for a 
month, in a place of safety, and at a convenient distance 
from this city; we have provided ourselves with six good 
brass field-pieces, and have directed carriages to be made 
for our other artillery, and are raising a company of Ar 
tillery for the defence of the Colony, on the Continental 
establishment. These things, with other smaller matters, 
when accomplished, and, with the arrival of some powder, 
the prospect of whigh is not unpromising, will enable us 
to face our enemies With some countenance, 

We, therefore, ardently wish to remain in pence, for a 
little time, and doubt not we have assigned sufficient rea 
sons for avoiding, at present, a dilemma, in which the pre- 
sent entrance of a large body of troops into this city, will, 
almost certainly, involve us, Should you have such an 
entrance in design, we beg, at least, that the troops may” 
halt on the western confines of Connecticut, iill we sHult 
have been honoured, by you, with such an explanation on 
this important subject, as you may conceive your duty may 
permit you to enter into with us, the grounds af which, you 
will easily see, ought to be kept an entire secret, and to 
assure you that we are, with great esteem and respect, sir, 
your most obedient servants, 

By order of the Committee: 

Prerne Van Conriannt, Chairman 


To Major-General Lee, 
GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Lobanon, Jonuaty 22, 1776. 
Sm: Orders were just given for raising a, regiment of 
seven hundred and fifty meg, to go for the help of our friends 
in Canada, to serve till the first of November next, and 
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sent an express to your Excellency, when I received your 
letter of the 16th, per Bennett. We then proceeded to 
make provision for the four regiments requested for your 
camp. + 

The 20th, at evening, yours of the 19th camo to hand; 
whereby the number is reduced to three, which will be 
raised with all possible expedition. But money seems 
necessary to facilitate their march. Wish some provision 
could be made for it. 

It is with difficulty we can furnish our men with arms, and 
depend that none of them will be detained when the ser- 
vice of these three regiments is ended. No arms can be 
supplied from this Colony for the Continent. The old 
gun-barrels brought from Liconderoga, are retarded for 
want of locks; there are very few or none to be purchas- 
ed, and the number made here are brought in but slowly. 
When your hurry will permit, please to send me a seturn 
of an accoudt of the arms retained from this Colony, their 
apprizal, and the way to obtain payment, as the owners 
complain for want of them or their value. 

1 am, with great esteem and regard, your Excellency’s 
most obedient humble servant, 

Jonavusn Trumputn. 
To General PVashington. 





JAMES WILKINSON TO GUNERAL SULLIVAN. 
Monday Evoning, January 22, 1776. 
Sir; In consequence of your friendly proposal yester- 
day, Ihave waited on General Gates. Ile is pleased with 
your intention, and will readily aflord mo every assistance 
in his power, but thinks it necessary that you should men- 
tion the affair to General Washington, who, he makes no 
doubt, will assent to your request. If [ have the honour 
of being established in your brigade, I shall particularly 
study the execution of my duty, and ardently endeavour to 
introduce that friendly intercourse between the northorn 
and southern gentlemen, which is truly essential to our 
common interests. 
I beg an excuse for this scrawl, and am, very respect- 
fully, your much obliged and really humble servant, 


: Janus Winkinson, 
To General Sullivan. 


P. S. Lest this is the only idle time which I expect 
to enjoy while 1 continue in the Army, I apply it in grati- 
fying a curiosity 1 entertain of secing Capita for which 
place I parpose setting out early to-morrow morning, : 


COLONEL HUNTINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 
Camp ut Roabury, January 22, 2776, 

Honournn Sin: | enclose you r copy of General Or. 
ders, providing arms, &o, Fave sent Lieutenant Tun. 
tington to purchase for my regiment. As the time allowed 
him by the order is short, I fear he will not be able to look 
up many among individuals, from whence, I suppose, they 
must come, If he should be so happy as to find a consi- 
derable number together, he may accomplish the business 
by the time, He is directed to procure one hundred, which 
T hope will be sufficient, with what the soldiors will fur- 
nish themselves, J have ordered him to let you know what 
success he meets with, that you may take such measures 
for a supply as you shall think proper and necessary. 

We much lament the death of the biave General Mont- 
gomery; hope it will be rightly improved hy the Army 
there and here. The impatience of the soldiers, and per. 
haps of the subordinate officers, was the immediate cnuse 
of it; it will teach us, (and there is too much need of the 
leagon,) not to depend on an ari of flesh. 

Please give my love and duty to mother, gov, brother, &e. 

1 am, most affectionately, and dutifully, yours, 

Jevepran Hunrineron, 
To the Honourable Governour Trumbull, 


MESHEOH WEARE TO GENERAL WASILINGTON, 
Exeter, January 29, 1776, 
Sta: We have just received your Excellency’s favour of 
yesterday’s date, for answer to which, we beg leave to refer 
to the enclosed letter, in which it may be observed, our 
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Assembly had taken up the matter of advance wages to 
the soldiery destined for Canada, in the same manner as 
intended by the Massachusetts Government. 

Weshall duly note your Excellency’s kind intention, of 
refunding to this Colony the money they advance, as soot 
as the General Congress may remit you a sufficient supply; 
and wo shall give the necessary directions that al] accounts 
respecting these matters, may be correctly kept, and pra- 
per vouchers pioduced for the same, 

In behalf of the Council and Assembly, I am your Ex- 
cellency’s humble servant, 

Mesuecu Wrane, President of Council. 


To His Excellency General Washington. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GENERAL 
WASHINGTON, 
Colony of New-IIompshiro, Exoter, 
January 21, 1776, t 

Sin: Your Excellency’s favour of the 19th current, 
with the several enclosures, came to hand yesterday noon, 
bringing us the melancholy advices of the dofeat of our 
Army before Quebeck, and the death of the brave General 
Montgomery, with a number of our friends und fellow-sol- 
diers. A snd reverse this, indeed, of our afftirs in Canada, 
which we are extremely sorry for, and regret, ; 

Our Council and Assembly were just upon the point of 
adjourning to Monday, when your Excellency’s packet was 
brought us, which detormined us upon sitting again in the 
afternoon, The subject of your letters was immediately 
taken into consideration, The Assembly very readily and 
cheerfully agreed to, and resolved upon, rising a regiment 
in the western frontiers, as therein recommended, to march 
divectly into Canada for the seinforcement of our brethren 
there ; the regiment to consist of the number directed in the 
Continental establishment. ‘The command is assigned to 
Colonel Timothy Bedel, who, having approved himself well 
at tho siege of Sf. John’s, is just returned from Canada, 
and we think will readily enter on the duty. The other 
Field-Ofticers boing residents near Connecticut River, well 
acquainted with the people and country, we doubt not will 
bo able soon to taisa the whole number of mon. ‘The Lica 
tonant-Colonel, Joseph TVaite, ono of our Assombly, is al- 
ready sent, and carries with him inlisting orders and ane 
for the purpose, the Assembly having voted to pay each 
man two months’ wages in advance for their encourage- 
ment. Directions are, also, gone out for the procuring pr 
visions, and other necessaries requisi(e for their march from, 
Connecticut River over to Onion River, We trust your 
Excellency will give General Schuyler timely advice, that 
ho may forward what provisions may futher bo necessary 
to meet the troops at Onton River, 

Tn our last to your Excellency, we mentioned our having 
in readiness one hundred and forty blankets to forward to 
Iead-Quarters, which were just going, when, upon receiving 
theso last advices, it was thought absolutely necessary to 
stop thom, that they might be sont westward for the uso of 
this regiment, as it'is impossible to provide any quantity of 
blankets in that part of the country, . 

We are truly sensible of the expediency of a vigorous 
oxerlion to provent tho evils which may follow the repulse 
of onr troops in Canada, and you may depend, sir, wo 
shall not fail to do our utmost to forward this reinforce- 
ment. : 

In behalf of the Council and Assembly, I am, with great 
esteom and respect, your Excellency’s most obedient, hum- 


ble servant, Mesnvon Weanz, President. 
To Ilis Excellency General Hashington. 


_— 


INSTRUCTIONS TO THE COMMITTEE TO WAIT ON GENERAL 
WASHINGTON. ‘ 

To the, LEMourable Mavcuew Trorwron, Esq., and Jo- 
stat Mounron, Esq. : a i 

You being appointed a Committee to wait on'hig EX 
collency General Washington, on the subject of hisxequest+ 
ing a regiment from this Colony, to assist in uarding the 
lines two months, you are, thetefore, desire! {ito proceed 
to the camp, and inquire what nomber of iat ete 
inlisted, or likely to engage in the fegiment officered by 
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Genoral Sullivan for said purpose ; and if they are not, and 
ennnat be mostly raised thera, under the proposed officers, 
to consider whether the officers appointed by this Court 
will be likely better to effect the purpose of raising the re- 
giment. 

Likewise wait on General Washington, and lay before 
his Excellency all the letters reccived from General Sul- 
Zivan, on the subject, and represent to him the difficulties 
that have, and Tikely may arise by General Sullivan’s doing 
things that this Colony suppose ought to be done by their 
legislative authority. And, if it is absolutely necessary to 
advance a month’s pay to said regiment, you may engage 
it. You are desired to inquire whether the people, that 
came in on the Levington alarm, are likely to be paid by 
the Continent. Also, in what manner commissions and 
processes issue in the Massachusetts Colony. 





NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFRTY TO COLONELS 
MOREY AND BELLOWS, 
In Comumittoo of Safety, January 21, 1776, 

Genriesten: You are desired, immediately, to procure 
on the best terms the following articles, for the use of the 
regiment now raising on the frontiers of this Colony, to 
match into Canada under the command of Colonel Zimo- 
thy Bedel, there to join the Northern Continental Army, 
and to delivor to each soldier his proportion of the same, 
of the provisions, at tho rate of one pound of pork, and 
ono pound of bread, and half'a pint of peas, each day, for 
their march from Connecticut River, through the woods to 
Onion River, which it is estimated will be fifteen days at 
least 5 and you are to keep an exact account of the delivery 
of the whole: 

Twelve thousand pounds salt pork, at seven pence ; 400 
bushels of wheat, to be ground into flour ; 500 pair of men’s 
shoes} 50 moose skins for moccasins; 720 pnir rackets or 
snow shoes; 688 hatchets, or tomahawks; 688 blankets, 
at fifteen shillings, to be allowed cach soldier ; if the blanket 
cost more, the soldier to pay the overplus, if less, to be 
made up to him; 120 tin camp kettles; gunpowder; 
musket balls; flints; ground ginger; 200 gallons rum; 
200 yards coarse cloth, for Indian leggins; 200 yards 
cout'se cloth, for shirting ; 200 yards coarse cloth, for men’s 
clothes. 

By order of the Committee: 

Mesnecu Weane, Chairman, 


To Colonel Morey and Colonel Bellows. 


NEW-ILAMPSIIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY ‘TO COL, WAITE: 
In Commiltoo of Safoty, January 21, 1776. 
To Josuru Warren, Esq.: 

You being appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of a Regi- 
mont of Rangers, to be commanded by Timothy Bedel, 
Exq., to serve in the Northorn Continental Army, you are 
hereby authorized and desired immediately to proceed on 
the inlisting the said Regiment; the several Companies to 
consist of eighty-six able-bodied, effective men, including 
four Sergeants, four Corporals, one Drummer, and one 
Fifer, well accoutred with arms and blankets, until the 1st 
day of January next, unless sooncr dismissed. And you 
may assure them they shall have the same pay as the other 
Continental troops, 

By order of the Committee: 

Mesuecu Weanz, Chairman, 





JONATHAN COLCORD’S LICENSE FOR CLEARANCE OF THE 
SCHOONER DOLPHIN. 
Colony of Now-[ampshire, Exetor, 
: Decomber 27, 1775. i 
Lo all Masters or Commanders of Vessels in the service 
of the Usrrup Cantiven rar, Couoniss, oneugll-wishers 
to their cause-—Greering : ~ 


We, 'the subscribers, Members of the honourable Con- 
gress for_said Colony, now sitting at Exeter, aforesaid, 
heing a Committee appointed:for this purpose, do certify, 
that Jonathan Colcord, of New-Mariect, in the County of 

‘ocktingham, and Colony aforesaid, yeoman, hath obtain. 
8d permission from the said Congress to export to Pas- 
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sainaquoddy two four~yeay old steers, two heifers, and eight 
sheep, in a sehooner belonging to Messrs. Clark and Wal. 
face, and it is the pleasure of the said Congress, that said 
Colcord do pass unmolested, 
Witness our hands, this 27th day of December, 1775. 
Wiseman Cuaacerr, 
Tuomas Tasn. 


Paasamaquoddy, January 22, 1776, 
Lo the Honourable Gentlemen of the Congress, now sitting 
at Exerer, in the Colony of Now-Hanpsime, 

These may certify, that the within named Messrs. Clarle 
and PVallace, have landed the cattle and sheep herein 
mentioned in the cocket; and these may likewise certify, 
that it is tho pleasure of us, ag a Committeo, that the said 
vessel pass to Piscataqua unmolested, and desire all mas- 
ters of vessels in the Colonies’ servjec to protect the said 
schooner to Piscatagua aforesaid. : 


Roserr Wiison, Z 
Janus Cocunane, ; Committee of Safety. 


MAJOR-GENERAL HOWE TO THE EARL OF DARTMOUTIL, 
Boston, January 22, 1776, 


My Lorn: I have the honour to inform your Lordship 
that His Majesty’s ship, Cendurion, arrived the 18th instant, 
and that she spoke three weeks ago with the Argo, trans- 
port, having three companies of the Morty-Sixth Regiment 
on board, in good health at that time, ‘ 

Major-General Clinton sailed the 20th, in the morning, in 
the Mercury, frigate, the Falcon, sloop, being before sent 
directly to Cape Fear to wait the arrival of the transports, 
A copy of your Lordship’s despatch of the 22d October, 
is given as the principal guidance of his conduct, whilo 
local circumstances, and good intelligence, determine him in 
pursuing the main objects of bis expedition. He has blank 
commissions for his officers, in caso it should be found at 
any time advisable to embody Provincials for the service ; 
and I have sent commissions to three gentlemen who huve 
been long in North- Carolina, to secure the attachment of 
the Highlanders settled in that Colony, on a promise fiom 
Gonoral Gage, that they should have appointmonts in the 
Second Battalion of Royal Highland tint rants, to bo 
formed as soon as the first was known to be completed, 
which it has bgen for some time, os appears by collecting 
all the returns received in their dispersed situation. 

In prosecution of Geneial Gage’s intentions, 1 have liko- 
wise issued commissions to two Captains in this corps, who 
have actually raised their companies in Nova-Stotia, and 
to two others who have been employed on the regimont’s 
duty, and whose complement of mon appears, also, to be 
raised. However, 1 shall proceed no further in forming 
the Second Battalion, until more certain accounts of their 
success in recruiting are received; and as I am furnished 
with no particular instructions concerning this corps, I could 
wish to be honoured with His Majesty’s commands relative 
thereto. H 

Robberios, and honsebreaking in particular, had got to 
such a height in this town, that some oxamples had become 
necessary to suppress it. ‘Two soldiers, late of the Fify- 
Ninth Regiment of Foot, have been tried, convicted, and 
sentenced to suffer death, for breaking into and robbing 
the store-houses of Messrs. Nathaniel and William Cofin; 
one of them has suffered; the other, Thomas Owen, ag a- 
young offender, and having other circumstances to pldad in 
his favour, I have thought proper to reprieve, conforming 
to the power expressed in my commission, as follows: “ We 
giving you powor to reprieve any person under sentence 
until our pleasure be known.” And I humbly entreatyour 
Lordship to recommend"the said Lhomas Owen for His 
Majesty’s Royal pardon. ‘ 

Tam, &e., W. Hows. 


ADDISON MURDOCK TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 
January 23, 1776. 
Geuyrtemen: I have been honoured by the Convention 
with the enclosed commission, which I now return to you, 
with a prayer to be excused from accepting it, The pre- 
eqrious and declining state of my health renders me inca- 
pablo of executing the ¢fice, either with benefit to. my 
‘ 
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country, or reputation to myself, and, therefore, I think it 
my duty to refuse it. 


Tam, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your most 


obedient huinble servant, Apptson Murnocx. 


To the Honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis. 


MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COMMITTEE FOR PRINCE 
GeonaL’s COUNTY. 
(Na. 5. Annapolis, January 23, 1776, 
Gevreann: The late Convention having resolved that 
the recards should be removed from the city of danapolis, 
and'directed the Council of Safety to provide a fit and 
proper place for them, and we having determined they 
should be carried to Upper Marlborough, if a safe and 
convenient place can be procured for them there, request 
you will examine into’ the state and condition of the Court- 
House of your County, in which, if it will answer, we had 
rather the records should be lodged, but if it will not, of 
any of the vacant houses in the town, and provide one, 
which you may apprehend Lest adapted to the purpose, 
upon such reasonable rent as you may agree for. 
We are, &e. 
To the Committee of Observation for Prince George’s 
County. 


MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFLTY T0 DELEGATES IN CONGRESS. 
[No, 6) Annapolis, Junanry 23, 1776, 

Guytoemen: Mr. Maynard, who will deliver this to 
you, is going with letters to New- York, from the Govarn- 
our to Mr, Foxcroft, The package covers three other 
letters, which are intended to go oy the packet, two of 
them to MMilliam Eden, Esy,, which the Governour, on his 
honour, assures us, contain nothing antriendly to America, 
the other to Lord Dartmouth, which wo have scen, en~ 
closing copies of the Instructions of the Convention to 
their Deputies in Congress, and, also, of the Declaration, 
with his assurances to the Ministry, that he believes thoy 
contain the real sentiments of the people of this Province. 

The Governour has taken this measure in consequence 
of a free conversation with Messts, Matthew Lilehman, 
Thomas Johnson, Thomas Stone, and James Hollyday, 
and ourselves, on the subject. ‘T'be step cannot be pro- 
ductive of an il! effect. it may be of the greatest service, 
It may possibly bring about some overturo to a general re 
coriclliation, He bas promised you shall have the perusal 
of what he has wrote, when you come to Maryland, We 
intimate this o you ta prevent the letter being stopped, on 
suspicion of its containing any information or intelligence 
unfriendly (0 America. 

We do not doubt bat you will think with us, that the 
sooner it reaches Léngland the better, in the prosent critical 
situation of our affairs, and that you will give Maynard 
the proper passports to New-York. We are, &a 
Yo the Deputies of Maryland, in Congress, 

» P. 8, There are some few other letters, which, from the 
Governour’s information, we believe ara from Colonel Sin. 
and others, to Thomas den & Co., on private business, 





COLONEL MAXWELL TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 
Tronton, Janunry 23, 1776, 
Six: You will receive this by Captain John B. Scott, 
of my regiment, who escorts Geneinl Prescott and Cap- 
tain Chase, to your honourable House. I suppose the 
Committee of this town will write you, by Captain Scott, 
of General Prescott’s behaviour here, therefore I shall omit 
it. I find the Congress has ordered my regiment to Ca- 
nada immediately. 1 hope 1 shall always obey them 
cheerfully, but must beg leave to mention to them, at all 
times, what the regiment wants to complete it; and with a 
presumption that J have feave, | must inform you it wants 
a great part of every thing but men. We want, for the 
regiment about two hundred and eighty stand of arms, four 
hundred and five bayonets, and a great many of the arms 
want repairing; we have them at so many smiths we 
cannot get an exact return.’ They have got their hats 
shoes, and stockings, L believe, jn genéral, but they want 
much warmer clothing to go into Canada than if thoy 
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stayed here, There are a good many cartouch-boxes and 
cross-belts, some haversacks, and frocks here. Mr, Latw- 
rey, L suppose, has the rest of the articles making, in dif 
ferent places, but still, J am afraid, not so quick ag I could 
wish, possibly for want of materials, He is gone to thd 
eustward, to pay off Lord Stirling’s regiment. 1 shall 
send off an express to-morrow morning, to hurry him 
here, and leave tho paying that regiment to his clerks. 

Thave sent to Burlington, yesterday, for a return of the 
part of this regiment there; when I get it, I will endea- 
your to make you a complete return of the regiment, with 
their arms, &c. 

T refer you to Captain Scott for further particulars; you 
will find him very intelligent. 

Lan, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Wituiam Maxwetn, Colonel, 
To the Honourable John Hancocie, President of the Con~ 
tinental Congress, in Philadelphia. 

N. B. Articles necessary, that [ have not seen any of, 
viz: Axes, tomahawks, camp-kettles, canteens, moccasins, 
caps, &c. If the powder, lead, and flints, are to be sent 
to Lord Stirling, this would be a good opportunity by 
Captain Scozt, with his returning wagons. 





NEW-JERSEY COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO PRESIDENT OF 
CONGRESS, 
(oad January 25, 1776,—Reforred to Committoo of Correspondenco,j 
Tronton, January 23, 1776, 

Sin: Your letter of the 20th, covering resolutions of 
Congress and a fetter to Lieutenant Lamer, | veceived, 
and delivered Mr. Edamer his letter, for which he said he 
was much obliged. I shall lay your letter and the reso- 
lutions beforo our Provincial Congress, which meets on 
Tuesday noxt, to which, I dare say, they will pay proper 
attention. 

Your favour of the 22d, we received this morning, and 
immediately waited on General Prescoté and Captain 
Chase ; on the former a guard was set, as we have informed 
in our latter of yesterday. The General said he should 
be glad, if it could be, that bis setting off might be de- 
ferred until to-morrow morning, to which we readily con- 
sented, Le and Captain Chase ave coming in a light 
covered wagon, guarded by a detachment of Captain Scott, 
by whom this will be delivered. 

{ have the honour to be, (for the Committee,) your most 
obediont, humble servant, Os 

Sanuen Tucxer, Chadrman, 


To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 





LINUTENANT HAMER (A PRISONER) TO PRESIDENT OF CON- 
aness, 
Tronton, January 23, 1776. 
Sm: Thave the pleasure of your favour of the 19th 
instant, for which I bog leave to tender you my best thanks, 
and to assure you that I shall always be ready to pay such 
attention to the future resolves of the Congress as will 
entitlo me to teceive their indulgence during this unhappy 
contest. 
1am, sir, your most obedient, and humble servant, 
Innerson Hamer, 
Lieutenant Royal Pusileers, 


RIOUARD HUDDLESTON (A IRISONER) TO PRESIDENT OF 
coNGress. 
[Rend January 25, 1776,—Reforred to Committe of Corrospondonce, ] 
Trenton, January 23, 1776, 

Sm: Awongst all civilized nations at war it has been a 
ractice when a Surgeon is taken prisoner to release him 
immediately, as being esteemed u fiend to both sides, Ina 
sick or wounged soldier he never sees an enemy, but affords 
him alptlie relief in his power. When tho Surgeons in your 
army before St. John’s applied to me on the route here, 
for some medicines they stood much in need of for sheir 
sick, [ gave them to them with pleasuie, and every assist 
ance in my power I readily afforded to the sick they sent 
over the Lake with us, This humanity, called on me to do, 
as it would on your Surgeons in like ase, ‘The soareity 
of Surgeons, at present, in Canada, will‘niake the miseries 
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of this unhappy war doubly felt, on both sides, in that 
country. 1, therofore, sir, beg you to :equest_ permission 
of the Congress for my return to Quedeclc, if not taken, 
and to assure them, that if the fortune of war throws 
any of their sick or wounded men under my cae, they 
shall be treated with the greatest care and tendeiness. 
Quebeck is not destitute of Surgeons. Mr. Mabane, my 
own mate, and some othe: Surgeons are there; therefore 
it is not for that reason 1 apply for leave to return; but 
I wish to see a ptactice observed between England and 
America for mutual benefit, which, as I said before, is al- 
ways observed between civilized nations, and was, to my 
own knowledge, last war in Germany. I am certain, if any 
Continental Surgeon was taken prisoner, he would be im- 
mediately released. If Congiess permits me to return, I 
solemnly declare I have not, nor will have, any view by 
this request of carrying any intelligence, &c. 
Lam, sir, your most humble servant, 
Ricu. Huppreston, th Reg’t Foot. 





NEW-JERSEX COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO PRESIDENT OF 
CONGRESS. 
(Road January 24, 1776.) 
Tiouton, January 23, 1776, 

Sir: Agreeable to orders received fiom the Congress, 
wo waited on the officers, prisoners in this place, for their 
bills, to repay the money advanced for Mrs, Stelle’s ac- 
count, to which they returned the enclosed paper, and beg 
the Congress to reconsider the matter ; because, i! they are 
to repay the bill, they would wish to examine it, and their 
discharging it would preclude the necessity of condemning 
it as luxurious and extravagant. Captain Algee says, that 
his wife'and family, and all that he has, is in Quebeck. 
The communication being stopped, disables him fiom re- 
ceiving cash from thence, and should it be taken by storm 
and plundered, as apprehended, he will not have a shilling 
left to support himself and family, His age, and uncxcep- 
tionable behaviour, plead strongly for the generous consi- 
deration of Congress, Major Rigauville, itis apprehended, 
is in similar circumstances. Lieutenant Hamer agices to 
draw for his proportion of Mrs. Stelle’s acconnt. 

Since our Jast, Colonel Wynkoop has brought to this 
town General Prescott, who absolutely refuses to give his 
parole ; we have, therefore, confined him to his room, and 

‘lone! Mawwell very cheerfully furnishes a guard till fur- 
ther directions from Congress, which we hope will be des- 
patched with all convenient speed. The other gentlemen 
of his suite very readily complied with the requisition. 

The Committee having information that Dr, Willian 
Bryant, of this place, a Surgeon on half-pay, was likely to 
Join the Army, agreeable to orders, at Boston, thought it 
their duty to take his parole, which is also enclosed ; his 
Hmits are extended because he practises sometimes about 
Princeton, and has business to transact in Philadelphia, 

Wo are, sir, with great respect, your yery humble ser- 


ts Y 
vanes, Samuet Tuoxer, Chairman, 


Isaac Surrx, 
Asrauam Honr. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

P, S. Your favour of yesterday we this moment ro- 
ceived, to which we shall pay due attention, and carry the 
directions into execution. 

Sanvenr Tvoxer, Chairman. 

Ido give my parole of honour to the Continental Con- 
gcess, that I will not go farther than twelve miles fiom ny 
present place of residence, except to Philadelphia, with- 
out leave of the Congress, 

Witness my hand, this 22d day of January, 1776. 

Winuian Bryany. 

Taken by order of the Committee of Trenton, 

Samven Tuoxen, OMtirgan, 


—e 


TRENTON COMMITTLE TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Reforrod to Mr, Lynch.] 
Tronton, January 24, 1776, 
Enclosed is a copy of General Schuyler’s orders to Cap- 
tain Hulberd, delivered to our Commitiee by the officers 
1 
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confined in this town, with their observations, which I 
have neglected to send as was intended in a former letter, 
which happened by forgetfulness, 

I have the honour to be, your most obedient, humble 


servant, Samuet Tucker, 


To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 


GUNERAL SCHUYLER TO CAPTAIN HULBERT. 
Ticonderoga, Novambor 1, 1775. 


Sir: Enclosed js a list of the oflicers and men that were 
made prisoners at Chambly, You will be particulaily atten- 
tive that no person, who may have forgotten the rights of 
mankind, and the principles of Englishmen, offer the least 
insult to any of the gentlemen, their soldieis, their wives, 
or children. 

Your good sense, and your own feelings, will point out 
to you, that officers are to be treated with tlre utmost at- 
tention and politeness. It is suflicient barely to mention 
this to a gentleman of your character ; they are in all places 
to be entertained at the publick expense, for which you will 
pay; and I therefore enclose you a warrant on the Pay- 
master-General ; you will keep accounts of your disbursa- 
ments and transmit them to me as carly as possible, The 
non-commissioned officers and privates, prisoners as well aa 
your men, will be supplied with provisions at Albany, to 
carry them to Connecticut, for which you will apply to the 
Commissary-General, who I have ordered to provide sloops 
to carry them down to Mr, Hoffman’s wharf, from whence 
the travel to Connecticut will be short and commodious ; 
you will send both the subalterns, with the privates, and 
all your party, except ten. At Canaan, you will moot with 
Governour Trumbulls diections for their future route, You 
will give fifty pounds to the eldest subnltern, for such ex- 
penses as may necessarily incur, (which cannot be many,) 
as I have ordered the Commissary-General to provide the 
sloops and catriages, who will pay for them; you will give 
a copy of those orders to the eldest subaltcin; you will also 
furnish the Commissary-General with a copy of this, who 
will find lodgings for the officers, and Monsieur Riganville, 
1 have wrote to him respecting their entertainment at Al. 
bany, of which he will take care, and all expenses inourred 
there he will discharge ; the non-commissioned officers and 

rivates are to be in the barracks during their stay at ll. 

any. e 

The Commissary-General will procure a sloop, and avery 
thing necessary for the passage, on board of which you and 
that part of your party that is to accompany you, aro to 
embaik, as also the Tlonourable Major Stopford, Mr. Ha- 
rison, Mr. Shuttleworth, Mr. Hamer, Mr. ‘Puddteston, and 
Monsieur Rigauwille, You will then progoed by water, 
to Haverstraw Landing, where you will disembark, and pro- 
oure cairiages to carry you to Newark, where it is possi- 
ble you mey fall in with the stage conch, to carry you and 
the officers ta Trenton, their servants’ baggage and your 
party following them in wagons; on your arrival at Zhen- 
ton you are to provide good lodgings, and see that the gen+ 
tlemen are proporly entertained ; and then you are to pro- 
ceed to Philadelphia, and repoyt to Congress what you 
have done in obedience to these orders, and take theirs for 
your future conduct. 

Captain Godwin and Mr. M‘ Cullock have requested ta 
remain here until the fate of St. John’s is determined, which 
I have consented to, as the former gentleman has his lady. 
and family in Canada, and the latter, 9 widower; has tivo 
small children there. 

«Lhe Honourable Major Stopford having requested, that 
if he should determine at Albany, to take the band of mu- 
sick with him, as also his,sutler, that he might be permit- 
ted, and to which I readily consented, you will accordingly 
comply with the requisition, should he make it, 

Mr, Algee has my leave to go to New-York on his pa- 
role of honour, and to remain there fourteen days, then to 
repair to Trenton, 

Mr, Barrington being indisposed remains at Saratoga. 

Lam, sir, your humble servant, 

Purp Soavyigr. 
To Captain Hulbert, 

Jn consequence of the Resolves of Congress, of January 

12, 1776, the Officers of the Garrison of Chambly, now priv 
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soners at Trenton, beg leave to send in General Schuyler’s 
orders, and Captain Lfulber?s proceedings in consequence 
of them. 

‘T'he officers were placed by Captain JTudbert at a tavern 5 
that he afterwards went to Philadelphia, and reported to 
Congress what he had done; on his return to Trenton, he 
told the women of the house, and likewise some gentlemen 
of the Committee of Safety, that we were to live at the 
Continent’s expense, agreeable to the arders he received 
from General Schuyler, till she, or they, heard from Con- 
gress to the contrary, and that they were so busy at that 
time that nothing could be settled, but would be soon. 

The officers imagine, that the bill already delivered in 
by Mrs. Stclle, and their lodgings, that the gentlemen of the 
Congress do not mean the oificers should pay, as they were 
placed there by Captain Hulbert, by General Schuyler’s 
instruction, and confirmed by bim, on his retuin from Phi- 
ladelphia, to several gentlemen of the Committee of Safety. 
Return of Clothing, Necessarics, &e., that was lost, be- 

longing to the Prisoners of His Majesty's Seventh Re- 

giment of Royal Fusileers, at Truwton. 





















































Clothing and Necossaries Lost. 
Ff 
| [St (gl (8 
MEN'S NAMES 8] Pi fs] elélgls 
‘5 iE alz PLE 1B! yaluo, 
bol 0d 9 rd 
° Ps O18] o] -|ufolo S 
aig /e [glares lelele 
ah A Vb NS 
ts, di 
Sorgennt-Major Woot, =} 9 QU 4} 3) alsa 732 
Sorgeant N. 'Maylor,. sfefefef-] Uap a.) 19 oF 
Sahin Millonysrsees otele} dU Ue i-ta-[ 2 2 6 
Olivo Whiltl,.., «| Me] -f ae] apa) 13 9 
William Blakeny, «fe}eq-] afd] da M7 
Han, Shatford,... vfeJeP ae} Yaya 8 
‘Thomas Shiora,. -{-{ 2) 4) 5}-] 2] G-] 9 10 GF 
James Wood)... -fe]-] 0 He] a Uae] 2 6 
Tamas White,. .. wteledet HU. Uys 2 
Witliom Hedrick: w[-]-fej He] 1 ae] 16 
Sohn frazory eu. -}e{-| 2} 2) 6} 8 2 8.) 3 17 6 
Nathaniol Wood, pe ey ea Fn Os uy. 5 
Edward Neokivol,. -fefe]=] Hae] a af. pty 
John Smith, Sra... wfefeU Ul dep a a a.) 15 
‘Nhomas Houghton, efefeP uM Uo) Wu A. be 
Stophen Cochin,.., «J-f UY. pay q- 16 
John Smith, Jun,., -{ 1) ip] Ud. 18 | 
Joveph idwards,... efeje{ 2) a4) -] Ya. 18 
Willjata Sorjant,... seccsservens! Eafe] =] - 1 3] Bf -| ate] 1 10 6) 
Porta), cressvernrercensere] A a shia 1826}10}30}33) 4)28 19 3} 





N. B, The above necessaries were valued by the Ser- 
geants, ‘There is, likewise, a whole year’s clothing Jost. 
J. Srovronn, Major. 
\ ied 
ROBERT OGDEN TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
January 23, 1776, 
Gentiemen: Yours of yenteny directed to the Earl 
of Stirling, came express five o'clock ; and as my Lord 
was set off in the morning, with a party of men, as sup- 
hosed, in order to take the vessel, and went by the way of 
Perth-Amboy, the Committee immediately met, and con- 
cluded to send three boats, with a hundred men, well arm- 
ed, to assist in taking said vessel, This resolution, with 
the letter from your Committee, we sent express at seven 
o'clock, to my Lord, and the one hundred men, well 
equipped, set off in the boals about twelve o’clock, and 
hope, on their return, will be able to give a good account 
of the vessel. “ 
We are, gentlemen, your very humble servants. 
By order of the Committee: 
Ronerr Ocorn, Chairman. 
To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Wsq., Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Safety, 





JOHN IMLAY, TO NBW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, 
Now-Brunswiak, Now-Jorsoy, January 23, 1776, 
Sin: Your favour of the Qlat, 1 received last night, 
and for answer, I am sorry to inform yous I canuot, with 
any propriety, leave home at this time; my wile being 
very unwell, and has been so fet several days. Neither 
do { see any prospect of my attending the Committee of 
Fourra Sentes.—Vo1, tv. 
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Safety as soon as I could wish. I have, for several years 

ast, been afflicted with a scoibutick complaint on my 
hands and legs, which is very troublesome to tne in cold 
weather, and has been so bad for these two weeks past, 
that 1 have been unable to put on my clothes without help. 
Neither can 1 travel in cold weather without, in some de- 
gice, endangering my life. [am really sorry [ cannot ut- 
tend for the dischaige of my duty. As soon as the health 
of my family and self will permit my leaving home, t shall 
give my attendance in Committee. 

Lam, with great respect, sir, your humble servant, 
Joun stay. 





JOHN GRAVAM TO COLONEL MéDOUGALL, 
Guord-Room, January 23, 1776. 

Str: I flatter myself you will pardon this intrusion, but 
hope my present unhappy situation will be a sufficient 
apology, 

I was, unfortunately, cast away on the 23d of December 
Inst, on Squan-Beach, in the sloop Polly and Naney, 
which vessol was laden by his Excellency Governour Zry- 
on, for Boston, with sundry articles as a present to Gen- 
eval Zlowe, and immediately was taken prisoner, by order 
of the Committee of Freehold, in Monmouth County. As 
I only went passenger, by permission of his Excellency, 
in oder to get my son tae to New: York, think it is 
eiuel; my state of health, at present, is such, that if I have 
not my enlargement soon, [ must inevitably perish. 

{ now presume to beg you will be kind enough to pro- 
cura me at least a hearing ; your compliance will be giate- 
fully acknowledged by, sir, your very humble servant, 


Joun Graiam, 
To Colonel McDougall. 


JOUN BLACKLER TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAVETY, 
Guard-Houso, January 99, 1776, 

Genruemen: My long confinement obliges mo to beg 
you will lot me know my doom, If { have done any thing 
deserving of punishment, let me suffer. 1 have now been 
deprived of liberty forty-three days, I was ingenuous in 
my confession, which is stricly tue. very gentleman 
must think it hard to bo deprived of the beuefit of enjoy- 
ing a suflicient competency for the remainder of his days, 
Thig is truly my situation, was 1 but in England, Ag‘ to 
my character haro, 1 hope it is boyond the reach of malice 
to taduce. Necessity has obliged me to take the method 
(did, without » thought of depriving any individual of the 
city, of a eal h I nover received a remittance from 
home, but first I discharged my debts, which, I believe, my 
very enemies will say. My behaviour, since under con- 
finement, can be attested for by the whole barracks. 

As most of the gentlemen on tho Committee, when [ 
was first brought down, know me at the time I lived with 
Mr. John Amul, and his own recommendation found in 
my pocket-book, will, { hope, be a sufficient proof of my 
behaviour since my residence here. 

1am, gentlemen, your very humble servant, 

Joun BuaoxLen. 


GENERAL SOHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
Albany, January 23, 1776, 

Sin: On the evening of the 2ist I returned from Tryon 
County. The following is a narrative of that litle excur- 
sion: 

As I had no troops here, to carry into execution the re- 
solutions of Congress, 1 was under the necessity of com- 
municating to the sub-Committee of this County, which I 
did, having previously administered an oath of secrecy, 
Whilst the Committee wero devising tho means to collect 
a body of men for this service, and much puzzled what 
reasons to@aive for doing it, the letter and affidavit from 
Tryorw County (copies of which I had the honour to trans 
mit you by my Jast express) came to hand, and the Ae-- 
counts contained in them were made the ostensible reasons 
for raising the Militia. 

Although I thought two or three hundred men, with the 
Tryon County Whigs, sufficient to complete my business, 
yet I readily consented that seven hundred should be called 
upon, at once, to discourage the Toties in other parts of 
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the country, and to give confidence to the Whigs, in all 
parts; but, such was the zeal and alacrity of the people, 
that, althouyh the weather was cold in the extreme, it was 
impossible to prevent their coming up, which they did is 
such numbers, that, by the tine 1 reached Caughnawaga, 
{ had very near, if not quite, three thousand men, including 
nine hundred of the Zryon County Militia, 

On ‘Tuesday, the 16th, L marched to Schoncetady, and, 
an the evening of that day, a deputation from the Mohawk 
Indians met us, and delivered mo the following speech, in 
avery haughty tone: 

* Wo intended to have gone down to Albany, in order 
to speak to you, but, thank @od, that Ho has given us an 
opportunity to meet you lere, as we have some matters to 
communicate to you.” 

To which I gave the following Answer: 

“Tam yery glad tosee you here, and I shall bo glad to 
hear what the biothers have to say, as my ears are always 
open to them.” 

Whereupon, Abraham proceeded as follows : 


* Brotheis: You lately sent to our place four men, who 
arrived to us last Sunday morning. They told us they 
were sent up to us by you, to inform us of those inilitary 
preparations which were making down in this quarter. By 
them, you let us know that you thought it not prudent to 
send armed men amongst us, without previously notifying 
us. Likewise, brothers, your messengers informed us of 
the reasons of your coming in this manner. 

You informed us, that you fad heard that there were 
a number of men embodied at Sir John’s, about Johnstown, 
You told us, likowise, that as soon as they had completed 
thelr boily, they intended to destroy the settlements, up 
and down the river. You informed us, that you were 
coming up to inquire into the truth of the report, and who 
it wos that gave out commissions, and what were their 
desixns, 

“At the same time, you assured us that no harm was in- 
tended ayainst us, the Six Nations, as wo had, last Summer, 
publickly engaged that we would take no part against you 
in your dispute with the great King over the great water. 

«Brothers, you told us that you would come to search 
into the truth of the report, aid you assured us, also, that 
you would not be the first aggressor, and that it should be 
their own fault if any blood was spilt. 

“You told us that you would acquaint the Lower Cas- 
tle first, of the design ; that they should send up to the 
Upper Castle; and they to the Oneida; and they to the 
Onondaga; and, so, through the whole Ste Nations. 

* Brothers, we thanked your messengers for the speech 
delivered to us, and we would consider of it for same time, 
to returnithem an answer, Accordingly, brothers, a small 
number of ug, who tuke care of the news, met in council on 
this occasion. 

“We thanked your messengers for informing us first, of 
your designs,, We said, wo know the agreemont which 
was entered into with the whole Twelve United Colonics. 
At that meeting, you remember, it was agreed to remove 
all ohstacles out of the way of the path of peace, to keep it 
open, that we might pass and repass, without being an- 
noyed, 

* Brothers, you.told us that you came to inguire into the 
truth af the report, which might be done by four, or six, 
without any danger in making the inquiry. 

“We proposed your sending up six persons, to inquire 
into the truth of this matter, as it would be a shame to in- 
terrupt them, as no person would be so mean to give them 
any abstruction. 

» * As for sending your belt forward, we thought to retain 
it yntil we had heard whether our proposal had been accept- 
ed or no, And we desire that you would consider this 
matter, and keep yonr troops at foie, and let us know 
your mind; and if, after considering of our praposals, you 
do not agree to them, that you will then let ug know what 
you intend to do, 

“They, likewise, sent word to you, that when they had 
heard from you whether you accepted of. our proposals, 
that we would then do as you desire, in sending up the 
news, 

‘¢ Brothers, we expected an answer to our proposals, but 
none arrived, until we were informed, by a woman, who 
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returned from Albany, that those preparations ware actuale 
ly making, and that troops were actually marebing in the 
country. We then, brothers, took the matter into consi. 
daration, and determined it was best for a paity to meet 
you, and you seo us this day, brothers, arrived. 

We come, bothers, to beg of you, that you take good 
eare and pradence of what you are going about. We beg 
of you, brothers, to remember the engagement which was 
made with the Twelve United Colonies, at our interview 
last Summer, as we then engaged to open the path of 
peace, and to keep it undefiled from blood; at tho same 
time, something of a different nature made its appearance, 
You assumed us, brothers, that if any were found in oye 
neighbourhood inimical to us, that you would consider 
them as enemies, The Siz Nations then supposed that 
the son of Sir William was pointed at, by that expression, 
We then desired, particulnily, that he might not be injured, 
as it was not in his power to injure the causa, and that, 
therefore, he might not be molested. The St Nations 
then said they would not concen themselves with your 
operation, in other parts, but particularly desired that this 
path might be free from blood. 

“And now, brothers, we repeat it again, we beg of you 
to take good care, and not to spill any blood in this path; 
and the more especially, brothers, as it is as but of this, 
day that the Six Nations had so agreeable an interview, 
with the Colonies; and our Chiefs are now hunting in the 
woods, and not dreaming that there is any prospect that 
this path is, or will be, defiled with blood. 

“ We informed you, brothers, that we had beard, of a 
wornan, that you was advancing, and that you had cannon; 
we then took it into consideration; we thought it stvange, 
that cannon should be brought into the country, ag the 
Twelve United Colontes had so lately opened the path of 
pence ; as, you will remember that this path was opened last 
Spring, and the Sie Nations agreed to keop it open, Wo 
then thought, what could influence the ‘Twelve United 
Colonies to open this path? And, from the present ap- 
penrance, it is as if with a design that the cannon stiould 
pass free from all obstruction, 

« Brothers, attend! It was your request, and a matter 
agreed upon by the ‘Twelve United Colonics, that wo 
should mind nothing but peace ; therefore, brothers, as wa 
mean to observe that agreement, we have oxpressed our- 
selves as abovq and, as brothers, we mind nothing but 
peace ; we louk upon ourselves ag mediators between the 
two parties. 

“Therefore, lnothers, as your messengers declared that 
you would not be the aggressors, we informed Sir John of 
this, and earnestly begged of him not to be the aggressor, 
or the means of shedding blood, and, at the same time, as- 
sured him, that if we found he should be the aggressor, wo 
would not pay any further attention to him; and, likewise, 
told them, that if our brothers of the United Colonies were 
the aggressors, we should treat them in the same manner. 

“This is what we told Sir Join, as we look upon ourselves 
to be mediators between both parties, and, as we have said 
before, desired him not to be the aggressor, To which Sir 
John replied, that we knew his disposition very well, and 
that he had no mind to be the aggressor. Ie assurad us 
that he would not be the aggressor, but, if the people came 
up to take away his Jife, he would do as well as he could, 
as the Jaw of Nature justified every person to stand in his 
own defence, ‘ 

“According to the news we have heard, it is ag though 
Sir John would shut up the path of peace in that quarter ; 
byt that is impossible he should do it, ns he has but a mere 
handful of friends, But, brothers, if this company, who ae 
now passing by, should go up, and any thing bad should 
happen, we shall look on you as shutting up the path. 

It has boen represented to you, brothers, that it seems 
that Sir John is making military preparations, and that he 
is making a fort round his house; but, brothers, as we live 
so near him, we should certainly know it, if any thing of 
that nature should be done, especially, as we go there so 
frequently, on account of our fathor, the Minister, who, 
sometimes, performs divine service at that place. We have 
never seen any hostile preparations made there; there is 
no capnon, nor any thing of that kind, and that all things 
remained in the same situation it was in the lifetime of Sir 
William. 
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« Brothers, we would not conceal any thing from you ; 
it would not be right to use deceit, neither do we mean to 
do it; the minds of our counsellors are very much grieved, 
and aggrieved, ut that part of the disposition of those whom 
we may call our warriors, as there are some among us of 
different minds, as there are among you, 

Brothers, our counsellors remembering the covenant 

“we, last Summer, made with our brethren, the Twelve Co- 
lonies, have, all along, strongly urged our warriors to peace, 
and have checked them when a contrary disposition ap- 
peared. Our minds are very much grieved to find any of 
our warriors of a different sentiment. We have, hitherto, 
been able to restrain them, and hope still to be able to do 
it, for matters are not now carried to extremity; but, if 
they are, our warriors will not be restrained, because they 
will think themselves deceived if this military force comes 
into the country. | 

“ We imve declhred to you, brothers, that we would 
not deceive, and that we mean to declare our minds to 
you openly and freely. We, the Sachems, haye all along 
inculeated to the warriors sentiments of peace, and they 
have hitherto been obedient to us, though there have been 
frequent rumours that they should be disturbed, yet we 
have, hitherto, been able ta cali their minds. But now, 
brothers, so large a party coming alarms the minds of our 
warriors, ; 

“They are determined, brothers, to go and be present at 
your interview with St. Johu, and determined to see and 
hear every thing that should be there transneted; and if 
it shall then appear, that this party shall push matters to 
extremes, we then cannot be accountable for any thing that 
may happen, But, as for us, brothers, the counsellots are 
fully determined ever to persevere in the path of pence, 

# Brothers, attend! Though I have Gnished what 1 tad 
purposed so say, yet I will add one thing more, When 
the news of your approach arrived at our town, it caused 
great confusion ; some were ready to tuke to their arms, ob- 
serving, that those reports respecting the unfriendly disposi- 
tion of the Colonies were now verified. 1 begged of thom, 
brothers, to possess their minds in peace for a few days. | 
told them, that I, myself, would go to Abany and inquire 
into the truth of the matter. I was so conscious of my own 
‘innocency, that no hostile appearance could deter me how- 
éver formidable. I therefore desired thetn to sit still, until 
my return homo, which might be in twosdays if I went to 
Albany, This, brothers, is the présent situation of our 
people; they are waiting to see what news I bring, ' 

“Brothers, when I made this request to the warriors, that 
thay should sit‘still till my return, they told me that they 
would, which they are now in expectation of, and will do 
nothing until } get back. But, brothers, afier my return, 
I will repeat to them the speech you will now make to me, 
and if any of our people should still persist to be present 
at your interview with Sir Join, we hope, brethren, you 
will not think hard of us as counsellors, as it is not in our 
powor to rule them as we please. Ifthey should go, and if 

any thing evil should happen, we beg to knowy, brothers, what 
treatment we may expect who remain at home in peace. 

“ Brothers, this is all we have to say ; this js the basi- 
‘ness which has brought us down, and we now expect an 
answer, to carry home to our people.” 


To which I delivered the following Answer, which it was 
easy to be perceived, had the desired eflect ; 


“ Brothers of the Mohuwk Nation: We the Commis- 
sioners, appointed by the Congress, and by your brothers 
of Albany and Schenectady, have paid great attention to 
the speech you have delivered to us; we now desire you 
to open your ears, and altentjvely listen to what we have 
to say in answer. 

& Brotliers, it pleased us to hear you declare, that you 
‘would speak your minds freely; we assure you that we shall 
do the same, and hide nothing from you of what is in our 
thoarhis. 

* Brothers, we were in hopes that the message which 

‘we sent you by Mr. Bleecker would have eased your minds, 
and have éonvineed you, that we had no hostile intentions 
against you or ahy other Ztdians, for if we had, we would 
not have gent you that message, neither would: we have 
supplied you with powder; ag we did Inst Summer, and 
again the other day. : 
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Brothers, we are extremely sorry that: you have not 
complied with our request, to send the speech which we 
sent you by Mr. Bleecker to the Six Nations, in the man- 
ner which we required. 

“ Brothers, you told us that five or six men would have 
been sufficient to have gone to Johnstown, and to have in- 
quired what was transacting there, and that these people 
would have been in no danger, as it would have been a shame 
to have interrupted them. We acknowledge, brothers, that 
it would have been a shame if we had sent them, und they 
had been interrupted; but we have full proofs that many 
people in Johnstown, and the neighbourhood thereof, have, 
for a considerable time past, made prepatations to carry 
into execution tho wicked designs of the King’s evil coun- 
sellors. 

« Brothers, it is very true, that last Summer the United 
Colonies promised that the path to the Jndian country 
should bo kept open. ‘Tliey again repeat that promise; 
and althoagh it is by the special order of the Congress, 
that this body of troops are now marching up, yet it is not to 
shut the path, but to keep it open, and to prevent the peo- 
ple in and about Johnstown fou cutting off the commu- 
nication between us and our brethren of the Six Nations, 
and our other brethren living upon the river. 

“ Brothers, although wo have before observed, that the 
people living in and about Johnstown ave making hastile 
preparations against us, yet wo will not shed a drop of their 
blood, wiless they refuse to come to an agreemunt, by whieh 
wo may be safe, or unless they oppose us with arms. We 
do not mean that any of cur warriors should set their fodt 
on any of the lands you possass, or that of the Sia Nations, 
unless our enemies should take shelter there, for those we 
are resolved to follow wherever they go. We again repeat, 
that we have no quarrel with you, and we do expect that 
you will not interfere in this amily contest, but stand by 
as indifferent spectators, agreeable to the engagemont of 
the Siz Nations made to us last Summer at their own re- 
quest. 

* Brothers, we assured you last Summer, that, as we had 
no quarrol with any Jndians, we would not touch a hair of 
their heads; yet when our warriors were at St, John's they 
were attacked by Jndians; two of your tribe, and some 
others, were killed. You have never blamed us for it, be- 
cause you well know that as our lives are dear to us, we had 
aright to kill any man who attempts to kill uss you ought, 
therefore, not to be surprised, if we (ake every precaution 
to provent being destroyed by the friends of tha King’s 
evil counsellors. : 

“ Brothers, in a litle time we may be called upon to go 
and fight against our enemies to the Eastward, who ayo 
omployed by the King’s ovil counsellors, and can you think 
it prudent that we should lenve a set of people who are our 
onemies, in any part of the country, in such a situation as 
to be ablo to destroy our wives and children, and burn our 
houses in our absence? Would you leave your wives and 
children in such a situation? ‘he wisdom by which you 
have conducted your affairs, convinces us that you would 
not; and yet so cautious are we that no blood may be shed, 
that Wwe shall send a letter to Sir Jon, inviting him to meet 
us on the road, betwean this place and his house, whieh if 
he does, we make no doubt but every thing will be settled 
in an amicable manner, And, that ho may be under no 
apprehensions, we do now assure you, that if we do uot 
come to an agreement, he will be permitted safely to r0- 
turn to his own house. A 

“ Brothers, we thank you that you have concealed no- 
thing from us; and we assure you that we scorn deceit as 
much as you do, and, therefore, we shall now speak our 
minds fieely on what you bave said respecting the conduct 
which your warriors mean to hold. We have no objection, 
nay, we wish that you and they should be picsent to hear 
what we shall propose to Sir JoAn, and the people in and 
about Jehystown, who are ow enemies. But we beg of 
youy to tell your warriors, that although we bave no quit 
rel with them, yet, if we should be under the disagreeable 
necessity of fighting with our enemies, and your Avarriors 
should join them and fight against us, that wo will dd asave 
did at $2. John’s, and repel force by force.? oy 

« Brothers, you have asked us if yout waviiors should go, 
and if any thing evil should’happen, what trettment y ou 
may expect who remain‘at home m peace. 
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“Brotheis, in the treaty held at Albany last Summer, 
you aud your warriors were present, and you and they 
jointly promised to remain neuter, and not to interfere in 
this quarrel ; should your warriors, therefore, now take up 
aims against us, we must consider it as a breach of the 
trenty, so far as it respects the Lower Mohawk Castle, of 
which breach wo shall complain to our brethren of the othor 
Nations; and, at the same time lay the matter before our 
Great Council, at Philadelphia, whose determination there- 
upon will be our future guide. 

Brothers, we are surprised that the least doubt should 
remain on your minds with respect to our friendly inten- 
tions towards you, after the many instances we have given 
you of our love and friendship, But we must impute it to 
the wicked insinuations of our mutual enemies; who wish 
for nothing so much as to see the ancient covenant which 
has so long subsisted between us broke, 

“Brothers, you have observed that you would pay no 
regard to that patty that should be the first aggressor, We 
cannot bo the aggiessoys, for if our enemies in and about 
Johnstown bad had no evil intentions against us, we should 
never have come thus far with an army. Whoever takes 
up arms against another, although he has not yet struck, 
must be considered as the aggressor, and not he who tries 
to prevent the blow. 

“ Brothers, we have now freely and fully disclosed to 
you our minds. We hope you will remember what we 
have said, and repeat it to your bother counsellors and 
watriors ; and lest you should not be uble to recollect every 
part of this speech, you may have your brothers Karagh- 
quadirhon and Lezederonderon® to attend you if it be 
agrecable to you. 

« Brothers, your women have sent usa belt. We bog 
you to assure them of our regard, and to entreat them to 
prevent your warriors from doing any thing that would 
have the least tendency to incur our resentment, or inter- 
rupt that harmony which we wish may subsist to the end 
of time.” 

To this they made the following short Reply : 


« Brother Scnuynnn, the Great Man, attend! 

“ We huve this evening heard what you have to say, and 
we are glad of it, and thank you for it. 

“ Every thing that has been said to us, brother, has been 
perfecily agreeable to us. 

“T shall not attempt, brother, to make a particular reply 
to every thing that has been said to us; indeed it would 
not be proper at this time. 

“ Woearo very glad, brother, that you have determined 
to write to Sir John, requesting an interviow with him, in 
hopes of an amicable agreement, 

* Biother, you mention, that it would be agreeable to 
you that the Warriors and counsellors, or Sachems, should 
attend, 

“Brother, we, the Sachoms, will attend, even though we 
should do it at the risk of our lives. 

“ Brother, we should be glad if you would inform us of 
the time and place of your interview with Sir John, You 
likewise told us, that if it was agreeable to us that your 
interpreters should attend, to recapitulate the speech you 
have made, which, likewise, is agreeable to us; and we 
desire that they may go with us, for by that means all mis- 
takes may be prevented. 

“Bhother, you may depend on it that we will use our 
utmost influence with our warriors, to calm their minds, 

“You may depend on it likewise, that our sisters will 
use their utmost influence for the same purpose.” 

I then assured them again, that as we had no hostile 
intentions, they might rest assured that nothing disagree- 
able would happen to them, and that, if they attended at 
Johnstown as friends, they would reccive the protection due 
to them as mediators, after which they returned. 

Early on Wednesday, tho 17th, I marched, having pre- 
viously sent a latter to Sir John Johnson, ofwhich the 
following is a copy : . 

“Sohoncotady, January 16, 1776, 

Sin: Information having been received that dosigns 
of the most dangerous tendency to the rights, liberties, 
properties, and even lives of those of His ajosty’s foith- 
ful: subjects in America, who are opposed to the unconsti- 


+ * Deane and Bleecker, intorpretors, 
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tutional mensures of his Ministry, havo been formed in part 
of the County of Zryon, Lam, therefore, ordared to march 
a body of men into that County, to carry into execution 
certain resolutions of my superiors, and (o contravene these 
dangerous desigus, 

“Influenced, gir, by motives of humanity, I wish to 
comply with my orders, in a manner the most peaceable, 
that no blood may be shed; I, therofore, request that you 
will please to mect me to-morrow at any place on my way 
to Johnstown, to which I propose then to mach, For 
which purpose I do hereby give you my word and honour, 
that you, and such persons as you may choose shauld attend 


*you, shall pass safe and unmolested to the place where you 


may meet me, and from thence back to the place of your 
abode, 

“ Rutgers Bleecker and Henry Glen, Esquires, are the 
bearers hereof, gentlemen who are entitled to your best 
attention, which L dare say thoy will*experienco, and by 
whom | expect you will favour me with an answer to this 
letter, 

“You will please to assure Lady Johnson, that what- 
ever may be the result of what is now in agitation, she 
ney rest perfectly satisfied that no indignity will be offered 
er. 

“Tam, sir, your humble servant, 

“Primm Scnuxyuer. 
“To Sir John Johnson, Baronet,” 


Te accordingly inet me about sixteen miles beyond 
Schenectady, accompanied by some of the leading Stotch- 
men, and two or three others, when I delivered him the 
following terms: 

“Terms offered by the Honourable Pintar Scnuyeun, 
Esq., Major-General in the Army of the Thiricen 
Unirep Conontns, and commanding in the Nuw-Yor« 
Depariment, to Sir Joun Jounson, Baronet, and all 
such other persons in the County of’ Tuvon, as have 
evinced their intentions of supporting Tis Majesty's 
Ministry to carry into execution the unconstitutional 
measures of which the Ammutoans so justly complain, 
and to prevent which they have been drawn to the 
dreadful necessity of having recourse to arms, 

First, That Sir John Johnson shall, upon his word 
and honour, immediately deliver up all cannon, arms, and 
other military stores, of what kind soever, which may bo 
in his own possession, or which he has caused to be deli- 
vered jnto the possession of any persons whatsoover, cither 
directly or indirectly, or that, to his knowledge, may be 
concealed in any part of the said County; that ha shall 
distinguish all such military stores, of what kind soever, as 
belong to the Crown, or wore furnished with the design of 
arming the Indians, or the inhabitants of Tryon County, 
from those which may he private property, in order that a 
proper inventory may be taken of the Jast articles, that tho 
same may be restored, or the value of them refunded when 
this unhappy contest shall be over. 

Secondly. Goneral Schuyler, out of personal respect 
to Sir John, and from a regard to his rank, consents that 
Sir John shall retain, for his own use, a complete set of 
armour, and as much powder as may be sufficient for his 
domestick purposes, 

fe Thirdly, hat Sir John Johnson shall remain upon 
his parole of honour in any part of Tryon County, which 
he may choose to the eastward of the District of... +s 
unless it should appear necessary to the honourable Con- 
tinental Congress to remove him to some other part of this, 
orany other Colony; in which case, he is immediately to 
comply with such orders as they may think proper to give 
for that purpose. 

« Fourthly. That the Seofch inhabitants of the snid 
County shall, without any kind of exception, immediately 
deliver up all arms in their possession, of what kind soever 
they may be, and that they shall exch solemnly promise, 
that they will not any time hereafter, during the conti- 
nuance of this unbappy contest, take up arms without the 
permission of the Continental Congross, or of their general 
officers; and for the more faithful performanco of this ar- 
ticle, the General insists that they shall immediately deliver 
up to him six hostages of his own nomination, 

“ Wifthly. That such of the other inhabitants of Tryon 
County, as have avowed" themselves averse to the mea- 
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sures of the United Colonics, shall, also, deliver up their 
arms, of what kind soever they may be, and enter into the 
like engagement as is stipulated in the preceding article, 
both with respect to their future conduct, and the number 
of hostages. 

 Sixthly, That all blankets, strouds, and other Indian 
articles, belonging to the Crown, and intended as presents 
to the Jndians, shall be delivered up to a Commissary ap- 
pointed by General Schuyler, in the presence of three or 
more of the Mohawk Chiefs, in order that the same may 
be dispersed amongst the Indians, for the purpose of ce- 
menting the ancient friendship between them and their 
brethren of the United Colonics, for which sole purpose 
they ought to have been furnished. 

“ Seventhly. If Sir John Johnson, and the people re- 
ferred to in the aforegoing articles, shall justly abide by, 
and perform what is thereby required of them, the Ge- 
neral, in belsalf of thé Continental Congress, doth promise 
and engage, that neither Sir John Johnson, nor any of those 
people, shall bo molested by any of tho other inhabitants of 
the said County, or by any of the inhabitants of the ‘Lhir- 
teen United Colonies ; but that, on the contrary, they will 
be protected in the quiet and peaceable enjoyment of their 
ploperty, the sole intent of this treaty being to prevent 
the horiid effects of a civil and intestine war betwixt thoso 
who ought to be brethren, 'That all the aims, which shall 
be delivered up in consequence of the preceding atticles, 
shall be valued by sworn appraiseis. That if the Conti- 
nental Congress should have occasion for them they may 
be taken, If not, they will bo delivered to the tespec- 
tive proprictors when this unhappy contest shall bo at an 
end.” 

Te assured me that the Indians would support him, and 
that some were already at Johnson-Zlall, for that purpose, 
and others on their way down, 

In return, 1 told him that, although averse to shedding 
any blood, yet, if he resisted, that force would be opposed 
to force, without distinction, and that the consequences 
would bo of the most serious nature, unless he complied 
with my requisitions. Ile begged time to answer, until 
next evening, to which I consented. 

About an hour after he had left me, Abraham and 
another of the Mohawks called upon me; I acquainted 
him of the information I had received from Sir Joh, which 
he denied to be true, giving me assurances that the Mo- 
hawks would not inte fese otherwise than as mediators; 1 
answered, that I hoped they would not, but that, if they 
did, I should surely not hesitate one moment to destroy all 
that should appear in arms against us. 

On Thursday the 18th, 1 approached to within four miles 
of Johnstoten, and about six o’clock, received the following 
answer to my terms; 


“ Terms proposed by Sir Joun Jounson, Baronet, and 
the people of Kinasnonoven and the adjacent neigh- 
bourhood, to the Honourable Puuir Scnvyunn, Esq, 
Major-General in the Army of the Thirteen Unvern 
Conontss, and commanding in the Nuw-Youx Depart- 
ment. 

“ First. That Sir John Johnson, and the rest of the 
gentlemen expect, that all such arms of every kind as are 
thelr own property, may remain in their possession ; all the 
other arms shall be delivered up to such person, or per- 
sons, as may be appointed for that purpose. As to military 
stores belonging to the Crown, Sir John has not any. 

* Secondly. Answered in the first. 

Thirdly, Sir John expects that he will not be confingd 
to any certain County, but be at liberty to go where he 
pleases. 7 

s Fourthly. The Scotch inhabitants will deliver up their 
arms, of what kind soever they may be; and they will 
each solemnly promise, that they will not at any time here- 
after, during the continuance of this unhappy contest, take 
up arms without the permission of the Continental Con- 
gross, or of their goneral officers, Hostages they are not 
in a capacity to give, no one man having command over 
another, or power sufficient to deliyer such ; therefore, this 
part of the article to be passed from, or the whole included, 
‘Women and children to be required, a requisition so inhu- 
man, as we hope the General will dispense with. 

“ Wifthly. Answered in the fourth, 
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“ Stxthly. Sir John has not any blankets, strouds, or 
other presents, intended for the Indians. 

 Seventhly. Uf the above proposals are agreed to, and 
signed by the General, Sir John und the people referred 
to will rely on the assmances of protection given by the 


General 
. * Joun Jounson, 


* Arian McDone.i. 


“To the Hon. Philip Schuyler, Esq., Major-General, 

“Johneon-Hall, Junuery 18, 1776." 

To which E retuined the following Answer: 

# Cagnuago, Januaty 18, oight o'ctook P. ML, 1778. 

 Genruemen: Messrs, Adams and McDonell have de- 
livered me your answer fo my proposals of yesterday’s date. 
The least attention to the articles I offered, when com- 
pared with yours, must convince you that you omilted re- 
plies to several of them, consequently, what you have sent 
me is very imperfect, and, also, unsatisfactory. 1 waive 
pointing out some inconsistencies in your proposals, as the 
whole are exceptionable excepting the last. : 

T must, therefore, obey my orders, and again repeat, 


nese ule es ooution of them { shall stiictly abide by the 
laws of huftmity: at the same time assuring you, that, if 
the least resistance sade I will not answer for the con- 
sequences, which any be ds ates the most dreadful. 

“Tf Lady Johnson is at Jotheon-Hall, I wish she would 
retire, and, therefore, enclose a passport, as 1 shall march 
my troops to that place without delay. 

“ You may, however, have time to reconsider the matter ; 
and, for that purpose, I give you until twelve o’clock this 
night, afier which, 1 shall receive no proposals, and I have 
sent you Mr, Robert Yates, Mr. Glenn, and Mr. Duer, to 
receive the ultimate proposals you have to make. This 
condescension I make from no other motive than to pre- 
vent the eftiision of blood, so far as it may be effected with- 
out risking the safety of the country, or being guilty of a 
breach of the positive orders 1 have received from the 
honourable Continental Congress. ' 

“Tam, gontlamen, with due respect, your humble servant, 

“ Pruip SCHUYLER, 
“To Sir John Johnson and Mr, Allan MeDonell.” 


Immediately after 1 had sent this away, the Sachems, 
and all the Warriors of the Lower Mohawk Town, and 
some from the Upper, called upon mo, and informed me 
that Sir John Johnson had related to them tho contents of 
the terms I had offered to him and hig associates ; that Sir 
John declared ho only meant to guard himsolf fiom any 
insult that might bo offered by riotous people; that he had 
no unfriendly intentions against the country, aud begged 
that I would accept of the terms he had offered. In reply, T 
explained my proposals, and Sir John’s answer; pointed 
out the impropriety of closing with him on the conditions 
he wanted, and told them that I had given him until twelvo 
o’clock to comply, after which, I should take such mea- 
sures as would force him, and whoever assisted him, to a 
compliance. They were contented with the reasons I 
gave, but begged, that if his answer was not satisfactory, 
that I would give him until four o’clock in the morning, 
that they might have time to go and shake his head, (as 
they expressed it,) and bring him to his senses; and they 
begged it as a favour, to be charged to them, that [ would 
not remove him out of the County; they apologized for 
the threats of their warriors, said that they were not all 
present at the treaty of Albany, but that now they were 
all here, and declared that' they would never take arms 
against us. 

I paid them a compliment on their peaceable intentions, 
and informed them, that, although Sir John’s conduct was 
extremely obnoxious, and that we should be justified in 
making him a close prisoner, yet, | would grant their re- 
quest, for two reasons ; first, to show our love and affection 
to them, and to convince them that they could obtain that 
by asking tas a favour, which they could not by threaten- 
ing; Secondly, that by leaving him they might, by their 
advice and example, teach him to alter his conduct, © _ 
At twelve, the following answer from Sir John came to 
hand: None 
« Answers to the Terms proposed by the Honourable Prr- 

tap Scauyter, Esq., Major-General in the Army of 

the Thirteen Unirep, Conpsrzs,and commanding’ in 
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the New-York Department, to Sir Jonux Jounson, 
Baronet, the Inhabitants of Kinesuonouan, and the 
neighbourhood adjacent. 


» «First and Second Articles agreed to, except a few fa- 
yourite family arms, 

“Third, Siv John Johnson having given his parole of 
honour not to take up arms against Amerted, and concciv- 
ing the design of this military operation to be with no other 
view than that of removing the jealousies of which his 
countrymen are unhappily and unjustly inspired with agninst 
him, can, by no means, think of submitting to this article 
in its full latitude, though, for the sake of preserving peace 
and removing any suspicions of unduo influence, he con- 
sents not to go to the westward of the German- Lats and 
Kingsland Districts ; to every other part of the Continent 
to tho southward of this County, he expects the privilege 
of going. 

“Fourth. Agreed to, except to that pat of the Article 
which respects the giving hostages. After the Scotch inhabi- 
tants have surrendored their arms, the General may take any 
six prisoners from amongst them, as he chooses, without re- 
sistance. ‘They expect, however, that the prisoners taken 
will be maintained, agreeable to thei iespective yank, and 
that they may have the privilege of guing to any part of the 
Provinces of New-Jersey or Pennsylvania, which the Ge- 
neral, or the Continental Congress, may appoint. They 
likewise expect, fiom the General’s humanity, that provi- 
sion will be made for the maintenance of the prisoners’ 
wives and children, agiceable to their respective situations 
in life. Yet, for the sake of promoting the ha:mony of the 
county, they will not break off this treaty merely on that 
account, provided the General thinks he cannot exert a dis- 
cretionary power in this matter, in which case they rely 
upon the General’s influence with the Continental Con- 
giess, who, they cannot persuade themselves, will be inat- 
tentive to the voice of humanity, ar to the feelings of paents 
who may be torn from their families, ‘Those to whose lot 
it may fall to be taken prisoners, it is expected they will 
be allowed a few days to settle their business, and the gen- 
tlemen to wear their side arms. 

“Pith, Neither Sir John Johnson, nor the Scotch gen- 
tlemen, can make any engagement for any other persons 
than those over whom they may have influence. Neither 
can they possibly know the names of all such peisons who 
have shown themselves averse to the measures of the 
United Colonies. They give theiy word and honour, that 
so far as depends on them, the inhabitants shall give up 
their arms and enter into the like engagement with the 
Scotch inhabitants. The General bas it more in his power 
to discover those who are obnoxious, and to make as many 
as he pleases prisoners ; neither shall they adopt the quar- 
rel of any such persons as their own. 

“Steth. Sir John gives his word and honour that be has 
no blankets, strouds, or other presents, belonging to the 
Crown, intended for the Indians, and, therefore, this requi- 

‘ sition cannot be complied with. 

“Seventh. If the abovo proposals ara agreed to, and 
signed by the General, Sir JoAn, and the peoplo referred 
to, will rely on the assurances of protection given by the 
General. But as it will be impossible for the arms to be 
collected till Saurday next, at twelve o'clock, all the men 
referred to in the above articles, will be then paraded in 
Johnstown, and ground their arms in the presence of such 
troops as the General may appoint. 

“ Joun Jounson, - 


“Autan McDone tu. 
“Johnson.Ilall, January 18, 1776." 


Upon which I told the Jndéans that { believed the mat- 
ter would be settled ina peaceable manner, They then 
retired, with repented expressions of their approbation of 
my conduct, and of esteem for Congress. 

J then sent the following to Sir John, viz a 

‘ * Cagnuage, Jannary 11776, 

“ General Schuyler’s feelings as a gentleman induce him 
to consent that Sir John Johnson may retain the few fa- 
vourite family arms, be diaking a Hist of them. 

Tho General will, also, consent that Sir John Johnson 
may go as far to the westward as the Gérman-Flats and 
Kingsland Districts, in this County, and to Gyery other part 
of this ‘Colony to the southward and eastward of‘said Dis- 


CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., JANUARY, 1776. 


828 


tricts, provided he does not go into any seaport town ; the 
General, however, believes that if Sir John’s private business 
should require his going to any of the other ancient Eng- 
lish Colonies, that he will be poimitted it, by upply ing 
to Conuress for leave. : 

“The General will take six of the Seoteh inhabitants 
prisoners, since they preler it to going hostages. It has 
been the invatiable rule of Congiess, and that of ail its offi- 
cers, to lreat prisoners with the greatest humanity, and to 
pay all due deference to rank, [le cannot ascetain the 
places to which Congress may please to send them; for 
the present they will go to Reading or Lancaster, in 
Pennsylvania. Nor can he make any promises with re+ 
spect to the maintenance of the women and children, Eis 
humanity will certainly induce him to recommend to Con- 
gress an attention to what has been requested on that heat. 

“General Schuyler expects that all the Scotch inhabi- 
tants, of whatever tank, that are nof confined to their beds 
by illness, shall attend with their arms, and deliver them 
on Saturday, at twelve o'clock, which, if not faithfully per- 
formed, he will consider himself as disengaged from aiy 
engagements entered into with them. : 

“General Schuyler never refused a gentloman his side- 
arms. 

‘The prisoners, that may be taken, must be removed to 
Albany immediately, where the General will permit. them 
to reniain ev reasonable tine, to setile thetr family affairs. 

“Tf the terms General Schuyler has offered, on the 17th 
instant, are accepted, with the above qualifications, fair 
copies will be made out and signed by the parties, one of 
which will be delivered to Sir John and Mr. McDonell, 
signed by the General, ‘To prevent a waste of time, the 
General wishes Sir John and Mr. MeDonell immodiately 
to send an answer. 

* fo remains with due respect, Sir John’s and Mr. Me- 

7 o 
Donell’s humble servant, peat Semana 

Which was agveod to, and, on Friday, the 19th, I 
marched to Johnstown, having first detached parties to dif 
ferent parts of the County to bring in the other Tories, not 
comprehended in the agreement with Sir John. In the 
afternoon, the arms and military stores in possession of Sir 
John were delivered up; a much smaller quantily than I 
expected, 

On Saturday, the 20th, at twelve o'clock, I drew my 
men in the sticet, and the Higélanders, between two and 
three hundred, marched to the fiont, where they grounded 
their aiins; these secured, I dismissed them with an exe 
hoitation, pointing out the only conduct which could insure 
them protection, IT then sent for two of the persons men- 
tioned in Conner’s afidavit, the rest not being in the Coun- 
ty, and tried, by every means in my power, to make them 
confess what Conner charged them with ; they strenuously 
denied the charge, and when I produced Conner, they called 
him a perjured wretch, and declared their willingness to bo 
hanged, if, upon further examination, ] should have just 
giounds to conclude that his charge was supported. 1 then 
sent several field-officers and a party, with Conner, to tho 
spot where the arms were supposed to be hid, He pointed 
out a small artificial oval island, ina duck pond, the great. 
est diameter of which was about (wenty-cight feet, and the 
shorter about twenty, and raised about three fect above the 
surface of the water in its highest part, and sloping down 
to the pond, On its being observed that it was too sniall 
to hide so many aims, he said they were put up in four 
piles. The giound was then cleared of the snow and bioke 

aup ; it was immediately perceived that the ground had not 
lately been broken up; they, however, dug‘down until they 
got as low as tho surface of the water, and then tried with 
sticks, swords, and other insuuments, but found nothing, 
The gentlemen present unanimously reported that they 
were convineed that Conner was an impostor, As such I 
shall keep him confined, until [ veeeise futher directions 
fiom Congress. 

On Saturday evening [ returned to Cagnuage. Some 
of tho parties I had sent on the preceding day were ‘re- 
turned with about fifly Tories; sixty more were brought 
in on Sunday, the 2Ist. FE left Colonel Herkimer, and the 
Commitiee of Ziyon County, to beceive the arms of the 
remainder, and to fix onsix of tho principal leaders, and 
Send them tome. I expect the wholo disarmed, orto be 
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disarmed, will amount to above six hundred. Not being 
satisfied with the ammunition, &c., delivered me by Sir 
John, I wrote him the following Letter: 

" Cagnungo, Junuary 21, 1776, 

“Sie: Although it is a well-known fact that all the 
Scotch people that yesterday surrendered arms, had not 
broad-sword swhen they came to the country, yet many of 
them had, aud most of them were possessed of ditks; and 
as none have been given up of either, 1 will charitably be- 
lieve that it was rather inattention than a willu) omission, 
Whether it was the former or the latter must be ascertain- 
ed by their immediate compliance or non-compliance with 
that part of the treaty which requires that all arms, of what 
kind soever, should be delivered up. 

“ After having been informed by you, at our fist inter- 
view, that the Scotch people meant to defend themselves, 
I was not a little surprised that no ammunition was deli- 
vered up, and that ydu had none to fuinish them with, 
These observations were immediately, made by others as 
well as me. I was too apprehonsive y the consequences 
which might have been fatal to those "people, to tuke no- 
tica of it on the spot. I shall, however, expect an eclair- 
cissement on this subject, and beg that you and Mr. 
McDonell will give it me as soon as may be. 

“Tam, gentlemen, with due respect, your humble servant, 

« Paap Scnuynenr. 
“To Sir John Johnson, Baronet.” 

And then marched back to this place. [ have had 
much anxiety, and an incredible deal of trouble to prevent 
so large a body of men, collected on a sudden, with littl 
discipline, from ranning into excesses. 1 am, however, 
happy that nothing material has happened that cun reflect 
disgrace on our cnuse. 

forgot to observe, that previous to my leaving this 
place, I had sent a messago to the Mohawks, advising them 
of my intended march into the County of Zryon, and as- 
suring them that no violence was intended them, copy of 
which, with copy of their answer, T enclose, 

After I had finishod in Tryon County, 1 despatched Mr, 
Deane, the Interpreter, with a speech and belt to the Six 
Nations. 

Congress will perceive that my speeches are very crude 
and inaccurate ; but, although at bost incompetent, yet, at 
this time, | have another excuse from the hurry and con- 
fusion which the command of such a multitude must ne- 
cossarily create, Indeed, never had, duiing the whole 
time, less than thirty people about me, nor was it possible 
to retire to any place where the same inconveniency would 
not have attended. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient, humble ser- 


vant, Pinute Scuurien. 
To the Honourable John Bancock, Esq., &e., &o., &c, 


ase 


GENERAL SCUUYLER 10 GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL, 
Albany, January 93, 1776, 

Sin: Your favour by Bennett, of the 20th instant, he 
delivered me yesterday. Since General MWooster’s Jet~ 
ter of the Sth instant, | have not heard a word from Ca- 
nada, whence I conclude that our affairs are not in a worse 
condition than when the General wrote. Part of the 
troops which I directed Colonel Warner to raise, are al- 
ready so far advanced that I believe they will reach $2. 
John's to-day or to-morrow, I believe the whole under 
Colonel Harner’s command will amount to about seven 
hundred ; he thinks more. A. regiment is also raising in 
the County of Berkshire, of about that number. Part o 
these, also, are already marched, and a regiment is on its 
way from Pennsylvanta, and another from New-Jersey ; 
the two last in consequence of my former application for 
troops to be sent to Canada; and I learn, with pleasure, 
that you are raising another. 

I enclose your Honour a return of what arms and ac- 
coutrements wore delivered into store by the troops raised 
in the Colony of Connecticut, I believe they are far short 
of your expectations, and they are very bad, as all thoso 
that had good arms refused to deliver them. They are 
chiefly at this place, undergoing repairs; so that, such of 
your men as may not be supplied, will be provided here, 
on thelr way up. I have taken every step, the confusion 
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and hurry of business would allow me, to prepare for the 
march of these tioops, and I believe they will not'find the 
difficulties any thing like so great as are generally ima- 
gined. The ‘Lories in Tryon County are disarmed, and 
disarming, to the number of between six and seven hun- 
died. 1 have made six of the chiefsof the Highland clan 
of the MeDonells prisoners, and six more are to be sent 
me of the ancient English, Dutch, and German inhabi- 
tants. 

T wish that the accounts of whatever money may be ad~ 
vanced to the regiment, now raising with you, should be 
transmitted to the Paymaster-General, that the accounts 
may be regularly kept and the men paid off. 

1 am, sir, most sincerely, your obedient, humble servant, 

Pritye Scnuyien, 


To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq. 





GUNERAL LEX TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, 
Stamford, January 23, 1776, 

Sm: Yesterday, on the road, 1 had the honour of 
receiving yours, and ought to make you a thousand apolo~ 
gies for not having answered it immediately ; but the cir- 
eumstance of being on the road, together with the neces- 
sity of finishing some despatches to General (Pashington, 
and to the Continental Congress, rendered it almost im- 
possible, 

{ should coitainly, sir, have apprized you of my march, 
had J not concluded that you wopld have learnt it time 
enouxh fiom the Congress. The letter which [ have from 
the General, directed to the Chairman of the Committee 
of Safety, L was ordered to doliver with my own hand. 

With respect, sir, to the alarms of the inhabitants, on 
the suspicion that my business was to commence active 
hostilities against the men-of-war in your harbour, | can 
assure you that they may be perfectly easy—such never 
was the intention of the General, and [ hope you wil} be- 
liove that I never éntertained a thought of transgressing the 
Jeter of my instructions. The motive of the General for 
dotaching me was solely to prevent the aegis taking 
post in your city, or lodging themselves in Long-Island, 
which wo have the greatest reason to think, sir, is their de- 
sign, Some subordinate purposes were likewise to be ex- 
ecuted, which are mach mae proper to be communicated 
by word of mouth than by writing; but I give you my 
word that no active service is proposed, as you seem to 
apprehend. 

If the ships-of-war are quict I shall be quiet, but I da. 
clare solemnly, that if they make a pretext of my presence 
to fire on the town, the first house set in flames by their 
guns shall be the funeral pile of some of their best friends ; 
but I believe, sir, the inhabitants may rest in security on 
this subject. 

{am convinced, and every man who considers a moment 
must be convinced, that the destruction of the seaport towns 
would, if possible, be a severer stroke to the Ministry, and 
their instruments, than to the inhabitants themselves, The 
seaport towns are the only holds they have on America ; 
they are considered as the pledges of servitude ; the mena- 
cing destruction to them may be of admirable use to them, 
but the real destruction of them must extinguish all hopes 
of success, ‘ 

+ n * ae, 

In compliance, sit, with your request, { shall only carry 
with me into town a force just strong enough to secure it 
against any designs of the enemy until it shall please the’ 
Continental Congress to take measures for its permanent 
security. The main body I shall leave on the western 
frontiers of Connecticut, according to your ditections. 

L hope, sir, and persyade myself, that the Committee and 
inhabitants cay have no objection to this plan. If Mr. 
Tryon and the captaing of the ships-of-war are to prescribe 
what numbers are, and what numbers ave not to enter the 
town, they arg absolute dictators to all intents and purpases, 
The copdition is too humiliating for freemen to put up 
with. 

You take pains to assure me, sir, that your Congress, 
and Committee are not less zealous in the cause of Ame- 
rican liberty, than any representative body on the Conti-. 
nent. I give you my word, sir, that this agsuiaitoe was 
unnecessary. I am not one of those, who have enteftain~ 
ed a bad opinion of the virtue of Nei York, or made it 
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my business to asperse them ; on the contrary, T have con- 
denned loudly the illiberal, impolitick, and unjust reflec- 
tions I have heard frequently thrown out. J should not 
have taken the liberty of troubling you with the opinion, 
good or bad, which un unimportant individual like myself’ 
may entertain of so respectable a body as your Commit- 
tee, or Congress, had not this particular paragraph of your 
letter thrown the temptation in my way. 
I am, sir, your most obedient, and devoted servant, 
Cuanves Luz, 


To Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., Chairman of the 
Committee of Salety. 


GENERAL WASHINGTON ‘TO GENERAL, LEE. 
Cambridge, January 23, 1776, 

Sin: I received your favour of the 16th instant, and am 
exceetlingly sorry to hear that Congress countermanded the 
embarkation of the two regiments intended against the To- 
ries on Long-Island, They, I doubt not, had their rea- 
sons ; but, to me, it appears that the period is arrived, when 
nothing less than the most decisive and vigorous measures 
should be pursued. Our enemies from the other side of 
the Atlantzck, will bo sufficiently numerous ; it highly con- 
cerns to have as few internal ones us possible. 

As Congress seem to have altered their views in this 
instance, and the men which went with you from Connec- 
ticué are upon a very different footing from what T.expect- 
ed, it will be right to give Congress the earliest notice of 
your proceeding, and to disband your troops as soon as you 
think circumstances will admit of it. 

In consequence of the melancholy reverse of our affairs 
in Canada, on application was made to me for succour, and 
happy should { have been if the situation of this Army 
could ‘have afforded it. All I could do, was, to lay the 
matter before this, and the Governmonts of Connecticut 
and New-Zlampshire, and urge the expediency and neces- 
sity of their sending a roinforcement of three regiments 
thera immediately, Mr. Lrumbull, and his Council of 
Safety, had anticipated my request; the other tivo Colo- 
nies have adopted the measure. ‘The three regiments are 
now raising, und, I would willingly hope, will arrive in time 
to reinstate matters in that quarter, and give them a more 
agreeable aspect than they now have, 

I shall be much obliged, by your pressing Colonel Mc- 
Dougall to forward the shells mentioned in bis letter of 
the 2d instant, as they are much wanted; and, also, to 
spare me some powder, if he possibly can. You know our 

« stock of this necessary article is small and inconsiderable, 
and you know, too, that we have a demand for a further 
supply. 

The progress in raising recruits for the new Arm 
being very slow, 1 have applied to this Colony, Connecte- 
ett, and Now Howat, for ten regiments of Militia, to 
continue in service till the Ist of April next, which they 
have granted me. As soon as they come in, and Loan get 
provided with proper means, ] am determined to attempt 
something. Of this, 1 would have you take no notice, 

Within a few days past, several persons have come out 
of Boston; they all agree that General Clinton has gone 
upon some expedition, Some say he has between four and 
five hundred men ; others, part of two regiments. What 
his force consists of is not precisely known; but, I am 
almost certain he has gone with some. His destination 
must be south of this, and, very probably, for New-York. 

I thought it necessary to give you this information, that 
you may be upon your guard, and prepared to receive him 
as well as you can, 

“I shall be glad to hear from you frequently, and to be 
informed of any occurrences you may think material, 

Tam, dear sir, with great regard, &c., 

ete Gronan Wasnineron, 
To Major-General Lee. 

. -_~ 
ce . 
GENERAL WASHINGTON TQ JOSEPIE REED. 
Cambridgo, January 23, 1776, 

Dear Sm: Real necessity compels, me to ask you, 
whether J may entertain any hopes of your returning to 
my family. If you can make it convenient, and will hint 
the matter to Colonel Harrison, 1 dare venture to say, that 
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Congress will make it agreeable to you in evory shape 
they can. ; 

My business increases very fast, and my distrossbs, for 
want of you, increase with it. Mr. Larrison is the only 
gentleman of my family that can afford me the least nssist- 
anco in writing. Le, and Mr. Moylan, whose time must 
now bo solely employed in his department of Commissary, 
haye, heretofore, afforded me their aid; and I have hinted 
to them, in consequence of what you signified in some for- 
mer letter, that, as they have really bad a great deal of 
trouble, each of them should receivo one-third of your pay, 
orie the other third, contrary to your desire, for your- 
solf. 

My distress and embarrassment are in a way of being 
very considerably increased by an occurence in Virginia, 
which will, J fear, compel Mr. Harrison to leave me, or 
suffer considerably by his stay. He has written, how- 
ever, by the last post, to ascertain If his retarn cannot be 
dispensed with. If,he should go, T shall really be dis- 
tressed beyond mmoggure, as I know no persons able to sup- 
ply your places in*this part of the world, with whom 
would choosa to live in unbounded confidence, : 

The business, as I hinted to you before, is considerably 
incrensed, by being more comprehensive, and, al this time, 
perplexed, by the great changes which are happening 
every day; so that you would want a good writer, and a 
methodical man, as an assistant or copying clerk. Such 
none, { have no doubt, will ba allowed, and the choice [ 
leave to yourself, as ho should be a person in whose inte- 
grity you can confide, and on whose capacity, care, and 
method, you can rely, 

At present, my time is so much taken up at my desk, that 
Tam obliged to neglect many othor essential parts of my 
duty. {t is absolutely necessary, therefore, to have per 
sons that can think for me, as well as execute orders. As 
it may be essential that the pay of the under sceretary 
should be fixed, that you may, if yor incline to return, and 
should engage one, know what to promise him, f have 
written to Colonel Harrison and Mr. Lynch on this sub- 
ject. Lam, &e., 


To Joseph Reed, Esq. 


Grorce Wasuinaton, 


COLONEL HARRISON 'TO GENERAL SULELVAN. 
m Cambridgo, January 28, 1776, 

Sin: I have it in command fipm his Excellency to in- 
form you, that General Gates handed him your etter of 
the 22d instant, containing a fie estimate of the pay you 
supposed would be due the New- Hampshire Militia, when 
the time they are engaged for shall expire. 

His Excellency says, that he cannot possibly give a war- 
rant on this estimate, and that cach Captain must mako out 
0 particular list of their respective companies, noticing the 
time when any of their men jnlisted in the regiments, (if 
that shall have been the ge und, on the other side, an 
abstract of the pay due, There is a necessity for this, 
because the list and abstract are vouchers for, and the 
foundations of, the warrant annexed to them; the time 
when any of the men inlisted in the regiments must be 
mentioned, and pay only drawn till then, as they will bo, 
from thence, included in the regimental abstracts, 

Dlaving made out lists and abstracts in this way, the 
Captains will give credit for the money they have ré- 
ceived. i 

It is, also, necessary that each Captain should subjoin an 
affidavit to the foot of his abstract, similar to the copy en- 
glosed. This mode has been, and will be, invariably pur- 
sued, respecting the Militia of this Colony. It is neces- 
sary, and founded on the difference between the regiments 
which continue in the service, and the Militia, which do not. 
In the abstract for the pay of the former, an affidavit is not 
material, because, if there should be any mistake or error 
in them, it may, and can be discovered, and reatified at a 
future day. It is otherwise with the Jatter; after they are 
gone, this cannot be done, and, therefore, their abstracts 
should have some authonticity; not that any intentional 
mistakes are apprehended to bo made, but that the pub-, 
liok may be satisfied, 

When the lists are mace out in the manner directed, and . 
the time of their engagement expired, his Excellency will 
give the proper warrants Tor payment. He would not have . 
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any objection to giving them sooner, if he was not fearful 
that some of therm might go off after receiving their pay. 
I am, sir, very vespectfully, your humble, obedient ser- 


vant, Ronee [I]. Hannison. 
To Brigadier-General Sullivan. 


By the Great and General Court of the Colony of Mas- 
sacHuserrs-Bay. 


A Prootanation, 

The frailty of human nature, the wants of individuals, 
and the numovous dangers which surround them, through 
the course of life, have, in all ages and in every country, 
impelled them to form societies and establish governments. 

As the happiness of the people is the sole end of Go- 
vernment, so the consent of the people is the only founda- 
tion of it, in reason, morality, and the natural Giness of 
things ; and, therefore, every act of Government, every ex- 
ercise of sovereignty against, or without the consent of the 
people, is injustice, usurpation, and tyranny. 

It is a maxim, that, in every Government there must 
exist, some where, a supreme, sovereign, absolute, and un- 
controllable power ; but this power resides, always, in the 
body of the people, and it never was, or can be delegated 
to one man or afew; the great Creator having never given 
to men a right to vest others with authority over them 
unlimited, cither in duration or degree. 

When Kings, Ministers, Governours, or Legislators, 
therefore, instead of exercising the powers intrusted with 
them according to tho principles, forms, and proportions, 
stated by the Constitution, and established by the original 
compact, prostitute those powers to the purposes of op-, 
pression, to subvert, instead of supporting a free Constitu- 
tion, to destroy, instead of preserving the lives, libertics, 
and properties of the people, they are na longer to be doein- 
ed magistrates vested with a sacred character, but become 
publick enemies, and ought to be resisted. 

The Adiinistration of Great Britain, despising equal- 
ly the justice, humanity, and magnanimity, of their ances- 
tors, and the rights, liberties, and courage of Americans, 
have, for a course of years, laboured to establish a sove- 
reignty in America, not founded in the consent of the peo- 
ple, but in the mere will of persons a thousand Jeagues 
from us, whom we know not, and have endeavoured to 
establish this sovereignty over us against our consent, jn all 
cases whatsoever. - 

The Colonies, during this period, have recurred to every 
peaceable resource in a free Constitution, by petitions and 
remonstrances, to obtain justice, which has been not only 
denied to them, but they have been treated with unexam- 
pled indignity and contempt, and, at length, open war, of 
the most atrocious, cruel, and sanguinary kind, has been 
commenced against them. ‘To this, an open, manly, and 
successful resistance has, hitherto, been made. Thirteen 
Colonies are now firmly united in the conduct of this most 
just and necessary war, under the wise councils of their 
Congress, 

Tt is the will of Providence, for wise, righteous, and gra- 
cious ends, that this Colony should have been singled out, 
hy the enemies of America, as the first object both of their 
envy and their revenge, and, afier having been made the 
subject of several merciless and vindictive statutes, (one of 
which was intended to subvert our Constitution by char- 
ter,) is made the seat of war. 

No effectual resistance to the system of tyranny pre- 
pared for us could be made, without either instant recourse 
to arms, or a temporary suspension of the ordinary powers 
of Government and tribunals of justice. To the last é&f 
which evils, in hopes of a speedy reconciliation with Great 
Briiqin upon equitable terms, the Congress advised us to 
submit; and mankind has seen a phenomenon without ex- 
ample in the political world: a large and populous Colony 
subsisting, iu great decency and order, for more than a 
year, under such a suspension of Government, 

But, as our enemies have proceeded to such barbarous 
extremities, commencing hostilities upon the good people 
of this Colony, and, with anprecedented malice, exerting 
theit power to ape the calamities of fire, sword, and fa- 
mine through the land, and no reasonable prospect re- 
mains of a speedy reconciliation with Great Britain, the 
Congress have 4 : 

Fourrs Senies.—Vot. tv. 
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“Resolved, That no obedience being due to the Act of 
Parliament for altering the Charter of the Colony of Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, nor to a Governour or Lieutenant-Govern- 
our, who will not observe the directions of, but endeavour 
to subvert that Charter, the Governour and Lieutenant- 
Governour of that Colony are to be considered as absent, 
and their offices vacant ; and; as there isno Council there, 
and inconveniences arising from the suspension of the 
powers of Government are intolerable, especially, at a 
time when General Gage hath actually levied war, and is 
carrying on hostilities against His Majesty’s peaceable and 
loyal subjects of that Colony, that, in order to conform, as 
near as may be, to the spirit and substance of the Charter, 
it be recommended! to the Provincial Convention, to write 
letters to the inhabitants of the several places which are 
entitled to representation in Assembly, requesting them to 
choose such Representatives ; and, that the Assembly, 
when chosen, do elect Counsellors, and that such Assem- 
bly and Council exercise the poweis of Government, until 
a Governour of His Majesty’s appointment will consent 
to govern the Colony according to its Charter.” 

In pursuance of which advice, the good people of this 
Colony have chosen a full and free representation of them- 
selves, who, being convened in Assembly, have elected a 
Council, who, as the Executive branch of Goveinment, 
have constituted necessary officers through the Colony. 
The present generation, therefore, may be congratulated 
on the acquisition of a form of Government more immetdi- 
ately, in all its branches, under the influenge and control 
of the people, and, therefore, more free and happy than 
was enjoyed by their ancestors. 

But, a3 a Government so popular can be supported only 
by universal knowledge and virtue in the body of the peo- 
ple, it is the duty of all ranks to promote the means of 
education for the rising genoration, as well as true religion, 
purity of manners, and integrity of life, among all orders 
and degrees, 

As an army has become necessary for our defence, and, 
in all free States the civil must provide for and control 
the military power, the major part of the Council have ap- 
pointed magistrates and courts of ‘justice in every Coun; 
ty, whose happiness is so connected with that of the peo- 
nla, that it is difficult to suppose they can abuse their trust. 

ia business of it is, to see those laws enforced, which are 
negessary for the preservation of peace, virtua, and good 
order. And the Great and Genera] Court expects, and 
requires, that all necessary support and assistance be given, 
and all proper obedience yielded to them, and will deem 
every person who shall fail of his duty in this respect 
towards them, a disturber of the peace of this Colony, and 
deserving of examplary punishment. 

That piety and virtue, which, alone, can secure the free- 
dom of any people, may be encouraged, and vice and im- 
morality suppressed, the Great and General Court have 
thought fit to issue this Proalamation, commanding and en- 
joining it upon the good people of this Colony, that they 
Jead sober, religious, and peaceable lives, avoiding all blas- 

hemies, contempt of the holy Scriptures, and of the 
Verde day, and all other crimes and misdemganours, all 
debauchery, profaneness, corruption, real all riotous 
and tumultuous proceedings, and all immoralities whatso- 
ever; and that they decently aod reverently attend tha 
publick worship of God, at all times acknowledging, with 
gratitude, his merciful interposition in their behalf, devoutly 
confiding in him, as the God of armies, by whose favour 
and protection, alone, they may hope for success jn their 
present conflict. ‘ 

And all Judges, Justices, Sheriffs, Grand-Jurors, Tyth- 
ing-Men, and all oiber civil officers within this Colony, are 
hereby strictly enjoined and commanded, that they cou- 
tribute all in their power, by their advice, exertions, and 
examples, towards a general reformation of manners, and, 
that they bring to condign punishment every person who 
shall conmiany of the crimes or misdemeanours alore- 
said, ot that shall be guilty of any immoralities whatsoever; 
and that they use their utmost endeavours to have the re- 
solyes of the Congress, and the good and wholesome laws 
of this Colony, duly carried into execution, age 

And as the Ministers of the Gospel within, this Colony 
have, during the late relaxation of the powers of aivil Go- 
vernment, exerted themselves for our safety, it is hereby, 
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recommended to them, still to continue their virtuous Ia- 
bours, for the godd of the people, inculcating, by their pub- 
lick ministry and private example, the necessity of reli- 
gion, morality, and good order. 


In Council, January 19, 1776. 
Ordered, That the foregoing Proclamation be read at 
tho opening of every Superior Court of Judicature, &c., 
and Inferior Common Pleas, and Court of General Ses- 
sions for the Peace within this Colony, by their respective 
Glerks; and at the annual town meetings in March, in 
each town, And it is hereby recommended to tho several 
Ministers of the Gospel throughout this Colony, to read 
the same in their respective assemblies on the Lord’s day 
next after their receiving it, immediately after Divine ser- 
yice. 
Sent down for concurrence. 
Penex Monton, Deputy Secretary. 
In tho Houso of Roprosontatives, January 23, 1776, 
concurred, 
Witutam Coorer, Speaker, pro tem. 
Consented to, 
Winuram Sever, 
Watren Sroover, 
Caven Cusine, 
Joun Wixrunor, 
Tuomas Cusine, 
Moses Git, 


Rend and 


Cuaruus Crauncry, 
Joseru Paumer, 
Joun Wuerconn, 
Jepepiau Fosrer, 
Exnan Taxior, 
Joun Taytor, 
Mienacn Manuey,  Bexsanin Wurer, 
Samui Houren,  Jamus Prescovr. 


By order of the General Court: 
Perez Morron, Deputy Secretary. 


Gon save the King. 


MAJOR-GENERAL HOWL TO THE EARL OF DARTMOUTI. 
Boston, January 23, 1776. 

My Lonn: The box containing your Lordship’s de- 
spatches by the Centurion having been received on board 
when the Captain was on shore, hy a mistake of the stew- 
ard’s, was put into a store-room, without the Captain’s 
knowledge, which has occasioned my not getting them be- 
fore this day. 

The letters from your Lordship are your secret duplicate 
and separate, of the 6th September, one of the 15th, and 
one of the 22d, following. 

Copies of letters from your Lordship to the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, of the 22d Sepdember, from 
Lord Rochford to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, of the 
Qist September, 

Extracts fiom your Lordship to General Gage, of the 
Qd August ; two from Governour Martin, of the 80th Jime, 
and 6th Judy; and one from Lord William Campbell, of 
19th July. 

‘A Letter: from Mr, Secretary Pownall, of the 26th Sep- 
tember, und a duplicate from him of the 8th; a list of Jn- 
dian goods shipped on board the Grand Duke of Russia, 
the Grosvenor, and Harcourt, transports; the two first are 
arvived. 

A list of store-ships for America, also a despatch from 

your gee to Governour Martin, which shall be for- 
warded by Captain Collet, who is daily expected from 
Halifax, and will proceed, without loss of time, to North- 
Carolina; le will, also, be the bearer to General Clinton 
of copies of the extracts of Governour Martin’s letters of 
the 80th Jane and 6th July. 
' The matter contained in your Lordship’s secret letter of 
the 5th Sevéember, having been notified to me in a former 
letter, T have only to add my wishes that a part of the fo- 
reign troops therein mentioned, at Jeast eight thousand, may 
be sent to this part of America, although I fear they can- 
not arrive for the early operations of the campaign, upon, 
which the fatute success of it so much deponds3 and your 
Lordship’s despatch of the 224 October, having ampfy set 
forth tho business contained in your letter of the 15th 
September, and which is answered in mine of the 16th in- 
stant, I do not trouble your Lordship with any thing 
further upon this subject. The other letters received in 
this package have already been answered from the early 
sedeipt of your Lordship’s letters upon the sanie subject. 
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The enclosed memorial froin the officers in the marine 
corps, serving in the army, I beg lenve to recommend to 
your Lordship’s consideration ; and if your Lordship should 
think with me, that there is not any impropriety in it, that 
you would be pleased to Jay the same before lis Majesty, 
Itis my duty to add, that the officers concerned have acted 
here with the greatest spirit, diligence, and attention to the 
service. 

By intelligence reecived this morning from the enemy’s 
quarters, I learn that about the Ist of this month the Re- 
bels, headed by Mr. Montgomery, made an assault upon 
Quebeck, and that they entered the town, but were repulsed 
with considerable loss by their own acknowledgment. Mr, 
Monigomery, with may other officers, and seventy men, 
were killed; Colonel Arnold and three hundred wounded 
and taken prisoners. ‘Two deserters that have come over 
this day confirm the above intelligence, and fiither say 
that it has been published in one of thoir newspapers. 


Tam, &c., W. Hows. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM CORK (IRELAND) TO A.GDNe 
TLEMAN IN PHILADELPHIA, DATED JANUARY, 1776, 


The following occurrence inust give satisfaction to tho 
friends of suffering America, When Colonel Ethan Allen, 
with about fifty other prisoners, arrived in the Solebay, wo 
gentlemen went on board to inquire into their situation, and 
to assure them of the disposition of several gentlemen in 
this city to alleviate their distresses. Colonel Allen was so 
affected with this instance of unexpected generosity, that 
the expression of his gratitude could hardly find utterance, 

Ilis treatment on board the Sodeday is far different from 
the barbarous and cruel usage be experienced in his pas- 
sage from Quebeck, being then handcufted and ironed in 
the most dreary purt of the vessel, and basely insulted with 
cruel and unmanly reflections by some officers of the ship, 
whom he challenged in Cornwall without receiving satis- 
faction. 

A subscription was begun this morning among some 
friends of the cause, and near fifty guineas collected to bu 
clothes for his men, and necessaries for himself; and, if li 
berty can be got of Captain Williams to put live stock on 
board, I can assure you Colonel Allen will bo extremely 
well provided, We this day sent « hamper of wine, sugar, 
fruit, chocolate, e&c., on board for his immediate use, and 
to-morrow intend (o prepare the sundry articles of which 
he sent a list. I encloso you a rough copy of his answer 
to our letter. Should he have permission to come on shore, 
he will be entertained by some of the first gentlemen of 
this city. I havo not been rofused by a single person on 
the subscription. 


Copy of Colonel Allen's Note, 


Grutiusen: I received your gonerous present this da 

with a joyful heart, Thanks to God there aie, stil] the foel- 

ings of humanity in the worthy citizens of Cork towards 

those of their bone and flesh, who, through misfortune from 

the present broils in the empire are needy prisoners.* 
Datod Covo, January 24, 1776, 


SPOTTSYLVANIA COUNTY (virernra) COMMITTEE, 


Ata meeting of the Committee of Spottsylvania County, 
at the Town-Houso in Fredericksburgh, the £lth day of 
January, 1776, present, Fielding Lewis, Esq., Chairman, 
and nineteen Members. 

*The said Committee proceeded to the choice of Officers 
to command two Companies of Regulars to be raised in 
the snid County, agreeable to an Ordinance of the honour. 
able Convention ; whereupon the following gentlemen were 
chosen by ballot, viz: George Stubblefield and Oliver 
Towles, Captains; Robert Dudley and Nathaniel Lox, 
First Lieutenants; Charles Tutt and Peter Minor, Second 

* December 29, 1775,—Bailod from Portsmouth, Siv Petor Parker 
and Karl Cornwallis, with tho Actron, Deal-Casile, and Thundor-homd, 
for Cork, to convoy tho troops and transporte thorg to America, ‘Tho 
Acteon put in at Fabnauth, and tool on board Colonel Léhan Allen 
and his fellow-priconers, who had beon confined in irons in Pendaanis 
Casile, in order to carry them back to America, No asstatinco was 
given to Allen in England; but when tho ship arrivod at Cork, 0 suljy 
scription for him was bogun in freland, and an amplo supply of nggettt 
surios given to him, of which he and his frlonds wor fn grent noeds 
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Lieutenants; Benjamin Winslow, Jun., and Joseph Hol- 
laday, Jun., Ensigns. 
Extract from the Minutes : 
Joun Cutw, Jun., Clerk. 





JOSIAM BARTLETE TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 
Philadolphia, January 24, 1776, 
Genriemen: The Congress ordered me to send you 
the sum of twelve thousand five hundred dollays, for the 
use of the regiment to be raised for Canada. I have agreed 
with Mr. Wheat, of Connecticut, (who carries the sume 
sum to Connecticut,) to deliver it to you, or to Colonel 
Gilman, the Treasurer, at Beveter, for which he is to have 
thirty-six dollars, which you will please to pay him, and take 
his receipt; which yeceipt you will enclose to me, that I 
may receive the same out of the Continontal Treasury, as 
the money is to be sent on the cost of the Continent. 


entlemen, yours 
Tan, g 9 YOurs, Josran Barrivry, 


To the Provincial Committee of Safety, or Nicholas Gil- 
man, Isq., Colony Treasurer, 

P. 8. As [ was not certain whether tho President had 
sent you the resolves of Congress of the 17th, I hnvo en- 
closed them. ‘The ten shillings mentioned, is this curren- 
ey, equal to eight shillings, L. M. J.B. 


RICHARD SWOOPE TO PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF 
SAPELY. 
York, January 24, 1776, 

Gewrtiemen ; I take the liberty of troubling your Ho- 
nouns with these few Ines, as Mr, Nelson, the bearer hereof, 
proposes to raise a rifle company in the back country. If 
there should be any more men wanting for the service at 
present, [ would take the liberty to recommend him to the 
Board as a proper person, (as Captain of a company of rifle- 
men,) so far as he stands recommended to me. 

Gentlemen, you have been kind cnough to send tne by 
Captain Schryale, twenty-five extracts from the votes of the 
House of Assembly, of the rales and regulations ; and as 
that number is not half onough, 1 hope you will be pleased 
to send about thirty more by the first opportunity. 

So, no moro at present, and from, gontlemen, your most 


R mble servant 
obedient, and humble servant, Riciiaap Swebrk 


To the Committee of Safety ut Philadelphiu, 


, 


LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 


(Januery 27.—Reforrod to Mr, Wytho, Mr, Shorman, Mr. Ward, and 
Mr. S. Adams.) 


January 24, 1776, 

Sins On Monday last [ received intelligence that a 
transport, laden with stores for the Ministerial Army at 
Boston, was hovering off Sandy-Hook in distress, and 
wailing for assistance from the men-of-war at New- Yori 
} thought it a matter of so much importance, that I imme- 
diately set out for Amboy, and there seized a pilot-boat, 
and, with forty men, was just pushing out, about two, 
yesterday morning, when I was joined by three other boats 
from Elizabethtown, with about forty men each, many of 
them gentlemen from Elizabethtown, who voluntarily came 
on this service, under the command of Colonel Dayton and 
Colonel Thomas. We found her about six leagues south- 
east of Sandy-Hook. We boarded and took her without 
opposition, She proves to be the Blue Mountain Valloy, 
comnianded by Captain James Hamilton Dempster, laden 
with coal, porter, sour-krout, &a. (! wish jt had been with 
arms and ammunition, as I expected.) We are now off Am- 
doy, and intend to push in, this evening, into the Sound, 
between Sjaten-Jsland and the main. | write, now, in the 
hurry gnd noise incident to these occasions ; 1 will write 
the partictilars as soon as possible. And am, your most 
humble servant, - 


To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 


P.S, She is a ship of about one hundred feet, from stem 
to stern, above; capable of making a ship-of-war of twenty 
six-pounders, and ten three-poundérs. ' I shall impatiently 
expect the orders of Congress. 


Srinuina. 


* 
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GENERAL ARNOLD TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
Camp before Quetieck, January 24, 1775. 

Gentienen: I wrote the 14th instant, advising you of 
our present situation, and that of the enemy, and took the 
libeity of presenting you my sentiments on a future plan 
of operations, for which my zeal for the publick service, F 
hope, will apologize ; since which, I have made an estimate 
(which T now enclose) of such artillery, stores, ammunition, 
&c., which, I imugine, will be nécossary, if it is thought 
proper to cary on a siege in form. Of this I can We no 
Judge, us 1 know not if powder can be spated from below, 
or shot, shells, &c., sent up in season. The artillery, 
except a twelve-inch mortar, (at Crown-Poini,) is all iw 
this country. I have also enclosed a list of such ammu- 
nition, stores, &a., as we have on hand. A list of such 
articles ag can be procured at Montreal, St. John’s, and 
Chambly, will be taken, and sent you by General Hoos- 
ter. 

I had encouragement from Monsicur Pelissier, at Titree- 
Rivers, of being furnished with shot, shells, &c., in all the 
month of Marck. 1 have this rhinute received advice 
from him, that the want of coal will prevent his supplying 
those articles before May. As coal is his only objection, 
T have wrote him to procure it, at all events, if it can be 
done, to ce shells, &c., by the Ist of April, of which 
the bearer, Major Ogden, will inform; this measine, I 
hope, will meet your approbation, as the exyonse of bring 
ing shells from below we bo great, and, if not wanted here, 
the cost will bo trifling. 

It is vary probable tho city would surrender befére half, 
or, perhaps, one quarter of the shot, shells, &c., in my me- 
morandum were oxpended; but, if they should make on 
obstinato iesistance, perhaps the whole will be neces- 
sary. 

A gentleman, now present, assures ine, that the King’s 
Magazines, containing upwards of three thousand barrels 
of powder, were all full, and that three hundred barrels, 
his private property, taken from him by Government, wag 
obliged to be stored in a private vault; add to this ten thou- 
sand stand of arms, seven thousand of which are new, ond 
arrived last Summer; also, seven thousand complete suits 
of now clothing, with a large quantity of artillery stores ; 
two frigates, with a number of other vessels, in the harbour, 
&e., &e., &e, The above-mentioned articles, exclusive 
of securing an extensive country in our jnterest, and libe- 
rating three or four hundred of our brave meh, appears an 
object of tha greatest importance to us undor our prosent 
circumstances, I make no doubt every nevesstry measure 
will be adopted for reducing the city. 

Yesterday, arrived here, a reinforcement of one hun- 
dred men, from Montreal; sixty men are soon expected. 
We are still very weak handed. Of course the duty is 
severe ; however, the enemy have not dared to come out, 
though they are double our number. Desertions from the 
garrison are frequent. They are in want of fuel, and have 
altempted to supply themselves by cutting down the houses 
in St. Roque’s suburbs, (under their guns,) to prevent 
which, I have burnt most of them, with several vessels 
they had broke up; every artifice is used by Govertioui 
Carleton to procure provisions, and induce the Canadians 
to tnke arms against us, to no effect, though seconded by 
the clergy, our bitter enemies. I make no doubt of con- 
tinuing the blockade until a proper reinforcement arrives 
to make use of more coercive measures, ; 

Major Ogden, the bearer of this to Montreal, who came 
out with me a volunteer, proposes going down to Phila- 
delphia. 1 beg leave to recommend him as a gehtleman 
who bas acted with great spirit and activity through our 
fatiguing march, and at the attack on Quebeck, in which 
he was wounded, 

Genoral Monigomery, on his arrival in this country, was 
pleased to appoint Mr. John Halstead Commissary ; he is 
a gentleman, has been very active and zealous in our catsa, 
is a werchant, and capable in bis department, in which F 
beg leave to recommend his being continued. : ee vt 

Our finances are low; we liave been obliged se Bort 
row, and squeeze, to get money for our subsistence nie 
but for Mr. Price, who has been our greatest resoutte, @ 
must have suffered. Nee 

I have the agreeable intelligenice.from General, Wooster, 
that the Paymaster is at hand.» | : 
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Tam, with great esteem, gentlemen, your most obedient, 


and very humble servant, ‘Genenrer Annis: 
To the Honourable Continental Congress, 


— . 


GENERAL LEB TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Stamford, Jonuary 24, 1776. 


Dean Gonenat; It was unnecessary sooner to trouble 
you with my scrawl, as I could give you no information the 
Jeast interesting. I find the people though this Province 
more alert and zealous than my most sanguine expecta- 
tion, I believe I might have collected ten thousand yo- 
lunteers. I take only four companies with me, and Mater- 
bury’s regiment, which is so happily situated on the fron- 
tier. FVara’s regiment, I have ordered to remain at their 
respective homes until they hear futher, These Connec- 
ticuéians are, if possible, more enger to go out of their 
country than they are to retun home when they have 
been out for any considerable time. 

Enclosed, 1 send you my letter to the General Congress. 
That of the Provincial Congress of New- Yorke to me, with 
my answer, I hope will have your approbation. 

The Whigs, | mean the stout ones, are, it is said, very 
desiious that a body of troops should mich and be sta- 
tioned in their city ; the timid ones are averse, merely from 
the spirit of procrastination, which is the characteristick of 
timidity, The letter of the Provincial Congress, you will 
absarve, breathes the very essence of this spirit; it is wo- 
fully hysterical, I conclude, { shall receive the orders of 
the General Congress before, or immediately on my arri- 
val, otherwise 1 should not venture to march into the Pro- 
vince, as, by the Jate resolve, every detachment of the 
Continental troops is to be under the direction of the Pro- 
vincial Congress in which they are—a resolve, I must say, 
with submission to their wisdom, fraught with difliculties 
and avils—it is impossible, having two sovereigns, that any 
business should be carried on. 

Have you seen the pamphlets Common Serse? I nover 
saw such a masterly, irresistible performance, It will, if L 
mistake not, in concurrence with the transcendent folly and 
wickedness of the Ministry, give the coup-de-graco to 
Great Britain. In short, I own myself convinced, by the 
arguments, of the necessity of separation. 

Poor, brave Montgomery! But, it is not a time to cry, 
but to revenge. God bless you, my dear General, and 
crown us with the success [ am sure we merit from the 
goodness of our cause. My love to the ladies, I shall 
write a Jong letter to Gates, when I have time and mate- 
rials. Adieu. Yours, most affectionately, 

Cuartns Lin, 
To His Excellency General Washington. 


GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASILINGTON, 
Lebanon, Junnary 24, 1776, 

Sin: Your letters of the 20th and 21st instant, are ro- 
geived. I thought fit, this morning, to acquaint Colonol 
Burrell, appointed to command the regiment destined to 
Canada from hence, that a month’s pay will be advanced 
to officers and men by you. This additional encourage- 
ment will enliven them to the service, Also, to inform, 
that I understood the route of the Massachusetés and New- 
Hampshire Regiments would probably be by Number Four 
to Onion River, with a Commissary to attend such as went 
that way. A month’s pay was promised the men by my 
proclamation, and, on being acquainted with the readiness 
of the men, one of the Commitiee of Pay-Table should 
attend for the payment thereof at Litehyield, to prevent 
delay. Am unable to inform how and when the money 
from you may be received. 

The men in that quatter are well spirited and zealous, 
but have yet reacttad na intelligence of the progross made 
in the business; shall give you every necessary. intelligence 
as it comes tomy knowledge. Every necessary requisite 
for the march of this regiment will bo provided on the best 


torms in my power, Shall forward the three regiments. 


destined for your camp without delay. : 

1am, with sincere esteem and: regard, your Excellen- 
cy’s most obedient, and humble servant, , 

Bes Jowarnan TRumpunn. 
To His Excellency General, Washington. : 
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GRNERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Road Fobruary 9, 1776.3 
Cambridgo, Junuary 24, 1776, 

Sin: The Commissary-Goneral being at length return- 
ed from a long and painlul illness, [ have it in my power 
to comply with the requisition of Congross, in forwarding 
an estimate of the expense attending his office, as also that 
of the Quartermaster-General, You will please to ob- 
serve, that the Commissary, by his account of the matter, 
has entered into no special agreement with any of ihe 
persons he has found occasion to employ, (as those to 
whose names sums are annexed are of their own fixing,) 
but Jeft it to Congress to ascertain their wages; T shall say 
nothing, therefore, on this head, further than relates to the 
proposition of Mr, Miller to be allowed one-eighth for his 
trouble, and the delivery of the other sevon-eighths of pro- 
visions, which, to me, appears exorbitant in the extreme, 
however conformable it may be to custom and usage. I, 
therefore, think that reasonable stipends had better be fixed 
upon. Both the Quartermaster and Commissary-Gene- 
rals assure me, that they do not employ a single person use- 
lessly, and as I have too good an opinion of them to think 
they would deceive me, I believe them, 

I shall take the liberty, in this place, of recommending the 
expediency, indeed, the absolute necessity, of appointing 
fit and proper persons to settle the accounts of this Arby. 
To do it with precision requires time, care, and attention ; 
the longer it ts left undone, the more intricate they will 
be, the more liable to error, and difficult to explain and 
rectify ; as, also, the persons in whose hands they are, if 
disposed to take undue advantages, will be less subject to 
detection. [have been as attentive as the nature of my 
oflice would admit of, in granting warrants for money on the 
Paymaster, but it would be absolutely impossible for mo 
to go into an examination of all the accounts incident to 
this Army, and tho vouchers appertaining to them, without 
devoting so large a portion of my time to the business, as 
might not only prove injurious, but fatal to it in other re- 
spects. This ought, in my humble opinion, to be the par 
ticular business of a Select Committee of Congress, or one 
appointed by them, which, once in thiee months, at far- 
thest, should make a settlement with the officers in the dif- 
ferent departments, 

Having met with no encouragement from the Govern- 
ments of Massathusetés and New-Tampshire fram my ap- 
plication for arms, and expecting n6 better from Connecticut 
and Rhode-Island, 1 havo, as the last expedient, sent one 
or two officers from each regiment into the country, with 
money, to try if they can buy; in what manner they suc- 
cood Congress shall be informed as soon as they return, 

Congross, in my last, would discover my motives for 
strengthoning these lines with tho Militia. But whether, 
as the woather turns out exceedingly mild, (insomuch as 
to promise nothing favorable from ice,) and no appearance 
of powder, I shall be able to attompt any thing decisive, 
time only can determine. No man upon carth wishes mary 
ardently to destroy the nest in Boston than I do; no per+ 
son would be willing to go greater lengths than I shall, to 
accomplish it, if it shall be thought advisable, But if wo 
have neither powder to bombard with, nor ice to pass on, 
we shall be in no better situation than we have been in all 
the year—we shall be worse, becauso their works are 
stronger. 

I have accounts from Boston, which I think may be ré- 
lied on, that General Clinton, with about four oy five hun- 
dred men, hath left that place within these four days; 
whether this is part of the detachment which was making 
up, a8 mentioned in my letter of the 4th instant, and then 
at Nantasket, or not, is not in my power to say. If it is 
designed for New-York, or Long-Island, as some think, 
throwing a body of troops there may prove a fortunate cit- 
cumstance, If they go farther South, agreeable to the 
sleet of others, I hope there will be men to receive 
them. 

Notwithstanding the positive assertions of the four Cap- 
tains from Portsmouth, noticed in my letter of the 14th, 
Tam now convinced, from several corroborating cireum- 
stances—the accounts of deserters and of a Lieutenant Hilf, 
of Lord Percy’s Regiment, who left Ireland the 6th of Nos 
vember, and was taken bya privateer from Newburyport* 
that the Seventeenth and Fifty-fifth Regiments are arrived 


at 
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at Boston, and other troops at Halifax, agreeable to the 
information of Eluchinson and others. Lieutenant FRU 
says that the transports of the two regiments only were 
forced into Milford-Haven, 

Congress will think me a little remiss, I fear, when I in- 
form them that | have done nothing yet towards raising the 
battalion of marines, but I hope to stand exculpated from 
blame, when they hear the reason—which was, that al- 
ready having twenty-six incomplete regiments, { thought 
it would be adding to an expense, already great in officers, 
to set two entie corps of officers on foot, when, perhaps, 
we should not add ten men a weck by it to our present 
numbers. In this opinion the General Officers have con- 
curred, which induced me to suspend the matter a little 
longer. 

Our inlistments for the two last weeks have not amount- 
ed to one thousand men, and are diminishing. The icgi- 
ment for Canada, it is thought, will soon be filled, as the 
men are to choose all but their Field-Officers, which are 
appointed by the Court, 

On Surday evening thirteen of the Carghnawaga In- 
dians arrived here on a visit; I shall take care that they 
he so entertained during their stay, that they may return 
impressed with sentiments of friendship for us, and also of 
our great strength. One of them is Colonel Louis, who 
honoured ma with a visit once before, 

I have the honour to be, with much respect and esteem, 
sir, your most humble servant, 

Gronan Wasnineron, 


GENERAL OnDERS. 
Houd-Quartors, Cambridgo, January 20, 1776, 
(Parole, Schuyler.) (Countersign, Warner.) 
Hond-Quartors, Cambridgo, January 21, 2776, 
(Parole, Granby.) (Countersign, Aforchton,) 

The Colonel, or commanding officer of each regiment, is 
forthwith to send out one or two prudent and sensible 
officers to buy up such arms as are wanted for his regi- 
ment. These oflicers to be also good judges of arms, and 
they aro directed to purchase none but such as are proper 
and in the best repair, and, if possible, to get them with 
bayonets, but not to refuse a good firelock without. The 
officers going upon this duty are to be furnished with cash, 
from the respective Colonels, or commanding officers, out 
of tha money designed for the month’s aavhne, Bay for 
the recruits, which money will be replaced as wanted. ‘The 
names of the officers sent upon this business, with sums 
advanced them, are to be immediately returned to the Ad- 
jutant-Goneral by the Colonels, These officers are not to 
be absent longer than the 4th of February next. 

All recruits who shall furnish their own arms (provided 
they are gaod) shall be paid one dollar, for the use of them, 
shall have the privilege of carrying them away, when their 
timo is out, and in case they are lost (through no default 
of their own) shall be paid for them at the end of the 
campaign. 

All persons having business with the Adjutant-General, 
are to apply to him at his office, at the entrance next to 
the front of the [lead-Quarters 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 22, 1776. 
(Parole, Framingham.) (Counterslgn, Se, Jo/n's,) 

The Majors of Brigade to bo all at Tead-Quarters, to- 
morrow morning, ten o'clock, 

_ . 
Mond-Quartore, Cambridgo, January 23, 1776, 
(Parole, Fah fas.) 4 (Countursign, Vernon.) 

Timothy Downing, tied at a Goneval Court-Martial for 
« desertion,’ boing found guilty, is sentenced to receive 
thirty-nine Isshes upon the baro back, with a cat-o-nine- 
tails; and it appearing to the Court, that as the prisoner is 
worthless and incorrigible, they order him to be drummed 
out of the ay 

A Court of Inquiry to sit upon Thursday morning next, 
at General Greente’s, on Prospect-Hill, to examine into a 
complaint exhibited against Colonel Stark, of the Fifth Re- 

iment of Foot, by Samuel Hobart, Esq., Paymaster of the 
few-Hampshire forces. All eyidences and persons con- 
cemed to attend the Court. Brigadier-General Greene, 
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President, Colonel Nixon, Colonel Webb, Colonel Lliich- 
cock, Colonel Varnum, members. The Judge-Advocate 
to attend the Court, which will sit precisely at ten o'clock. 
Hoad-Quartors, Cambridge, January 24, 1776, 
(Patole, , 6.54) (Countersigny ss) 

‘The Barracks are to be finished as speedily as possible, 
that tho Militia Regiments, which are expected, may be 
accommodated, The Quartermaster-General and his As- 
sistants are to look out in time for other quarters, if the 
Barracks aie thought insufficient to entertain the troops. 
The Regiments are to be brigaded in the following man- 
ner, viz: 

Brigadier-General Thomas's Brigade: Learned’s, Jo- 
seph Reed’s, Whitcomb’s, Ward’s, and Bailey's Regiments. 

Brigadier-General Spencer’s Brigade: Parson's, Hun- 
tington’s, IWebb's, und Wyllys’s Regiments. 

Brigadior-General Greene’s Brigade: Purnun’s, Eitch- 
cock’s, Little’s, and Bond's Regiments, 

Brigadier-General Heath's Brigade: Prescott’s, Ser 
gents, Phimey’s, Greaton’s, and Baldwin's Regiments. 

Brigadier-General Sullivan's Brigade: James Reed’s, 
Nivon’s, Stark's, and Poor's Regiments. 

Brigadier-General . . . . . Brigade: Glover's, Patter- 
sows, Arnold's, and Hutchinson's Regiments. 

Whitcomb’s, Webb's, and Llutchinson’s Regiments are 
to Join their respective Brigades, as soon as provision js 
made for it; at any rate befora the Ist Webruary, that they 
ay get fixed before the Militia come in. The Brigadier 
and Quarte:master-General is to seo that cach Brigade is 
as compactly quartered as the Barracks will admit of, Tho 
Barrackmaster is to sco that cach room has its complement 
of men, and tho officers placed contiguous to them. 

The custom of manning tho lines, and cach regiment 
repairing to its alarm-post at revoillo beating, is to be strictly 
and invariably practised, until countermanded. Tho By 
gadiers are to take especial care, that propor alarm-posis 
ave assigned to every regiment, that no confusion may 
arise upon an alarm. 

Neither provisions, nor the value of them, are to bo issued 
to ofticers or soldiers when upon furlough, Furloughs are 
always considered as injurious to the service, but too often 
granted for tho gratification of individuals, The General 
was, therefore, not a little surprised to find that it had, con- 
trary (0 custom and common justice, become a question 
whether absentees were not entitled to the same allow- 
ance of provisions, as if they wore present and actually doing 
duty. 


Toad-Quartora, Cambridge, January 25, 1776, 
(Parole, Niagara.) (Countersign, Lampton.) 
To the Honourable the Continental Congress, now con- 
vened at PaiaDEurnia, 
The Memorial of Joseru Trompury, sheweth : 2 
That your Honours were pleased, in July last, to ap- 
point your memorialist Commissary of Stores and Provi- 
sions. That he has found it necessary to perform the duty 
of his place in the Continental Army, to employ a num- 
ber of persons in several different businesses, agreeable to 
the annexed list, who have had no pay or allowance for 
their services, nor has any pay or allowance therefor been 
established by your Honours. Wherefore, your Honours" 
humble memorialist prays your Honouts to resolve, order, 
and direct, such pay and allowance to each person, efn- 
ployed in the several services, agreeable to the annexed 
list, as to you Honours shall appear adequate to their seve~ 
ral services ; and he, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 
Josarn Truspunn, « 


Cambridge, Janunry 23, 1776. 


Sm: As you have directed me to give you a list of the’ 
parsons employed under me, their several departments, af qi 
what pay they ought to have, and likewise myself, in-an- 
swer to which would say, that I shall not trespass Be feo 
time, in giving you a long detail of the great ‘woul heen 
fatigue there must arise, both in body ‘and si)yGy 4 sf 
person who gives close application in'the 9! ‘ ik ich 
you was pleased to apppint me. I shall ga orily this, that 
L have done the utmost in my powaivtd serve the cause I 


848 


am employed in; and J doubt not, whenever I am call- 
ed on, I shall be able to make that appoar by my books 
and vouchers. As to my reward, it has always been the 
custom to allow the Commissary one-eighth for wantage 
and leakage, and a small salary; so that, with what sav- 
ings he could make out of the one-eighth allowance, he 
made a tolerable pay to himself, Lowever, I shall set 
down content with being obliged to deliver seven-cighths 
of all the provisions, &c.; and what may remain, after 
wantage and leakage is deducted, for my pay. 

There are many reasons which might be offered for pay- 
ing the Commissaries in the above-mentioned way, of 
which no doubt you know. As you were pleased to in- 
form me those matters were to bo Inid before General 
Washington, 1 write with due submission to his and your 
judgment in the matter, I should be much obliged to you 
if you would get settled what tations Tam to draw, which, 
I suppose, will bo according to the rank I stand in with 
tho Army; and likewise, whether the Clorks will be al- 
lowed more than a single ration, 

‘Below you have a list of the Clerks and Assistants, At 

our desire 1 have fixed the pay, which, in my opinion, 
they ought to have; which, I hopo, wil! be agreeablo to 
‘ov, 
: Lam, with great esteem, your most humble servant, 
Craniis Minune, 
To Joseph Trumbull, Esq. : 


Peter Roe Dalton, frst Clerk, 4s, 8d. per day ; Ebe- 
nezer Perry and Lhomas Durant, Clarks at Store, 3s. 4d. 
ditto; Wilkam Brown and Josiah Brown, Clerks at Scales, 
Bs. 4d, ditto; Robert Davis, Clerk, Deliverer of part of 
Weekly Allowance, &c., 3s. 4d. per day; ight Assistants, 

, 2s. 8d, 5 one Cooper, 2s, 8d. ; one Cook, 2s, 8d. 


_ 


A List of Persons employed in the Commissary-Goneral’s 
Department, in the Continental Army, 20th Janvany, 
1776, 


In Issuing Store, at Cambridge : (Issue to two Brigades,) 
Charles Miller, Issuing Storekeeper, 4 vations; Peter Roc 
Dalton, first Clerk, 4s. 8d. par diem and three rations; 
Ebsnozer Perry and Thomas Durant, Clerks in Stove, 3s. 
4d. and (wo rations; Milam Brown and Josiah Brown, 
Clerks at Scales, 8s. dd. and two rations; Robert Davis, 
Clork of Weekly Allowances, 8s. 4d, and two rations; 
eight Labourers, one Cooper, one Cook, 2s. 8d. per diem 
and one ration. 

Jn Issuing-Store, at Roxbury : (fssue to two Brigades,) 
Aaron Blancy, Issuing Storekeeper, four rations; James 
Richardson, feet Clerk, 4s. 8d, per diem and three rations ; 
two Claks in Store, 8s. dd, and two rations; two Clerks 
at Scalos, 8s. 4d. and two rations ; six Labourers, one Coo- 
per, one Cook, 2s. 8d, per diem and one ration, 

In Issuing-Store, on Lrospect-Hill: (Issue to one Bri- 
gado,) Peter Phillips, Usq., Issuing Storckeeper, four ra- 
tions; Griffin Green, first Clerk, 4s, 8d, per diem and 
three rations; one Clerk in Store, one ditto at Scales, 3s. 
4d, per diem and two rations; one Cooper, four Labour- 
orn 2s. 8d, per diem and one ration. 

n Issuing-Store, at Medford: (Issue to one Brigade,) 
Moses Emerson, Esq., Issuing Storekeeper, 4 rations ; Js~ 
rael Mead, fiyst Clerk, 4s, 8d. per diem and three rations ; 
one Clerk in Store, one Clerk at Scales, 3s. 4d, por diem 
and two rations; one Cooper, four Labourers, 2s. 8d. per 
diem and one ration. 

To Magazine, at Cambridge: Samuel Gray, Reuben 
Stiles, Daniel Brown, Clerks and Magnzine-keepeis, 4s, 
8d, per diem and three rations; once Cooper, Qs. 8d. per 
diem and ove ration. 

Tn Magazine, at Roxbury: Jabez Porter, James Yan- 
cey, « «+» Pendleton, Clerks and Magazine-kcepers, 4s, 
8d. per diem and three rations ; one Cooper, 

Joseph Farnsworth, employed as Commigary to Colo- 
nel Arnold's Detachment, £10 per month and thite ra- 
tions. A most fatiguing employ. Returned from Hort 
Halifas, 

John Thomas, employed constantly jn riding to one 
place and another, to get in stores, procure teams, &e., 
him: elf and horse, 8s. per diem and three rations, 

#2 tiliam Hoskins and Elisha Avery, Principal Book- 
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keepers and Payers of small bills, &¢., £10 per month 
and three rations. 

Besides the nbove persons employed as abova, I employ 
divers persons as Magazine-keepers, about twenty miles 
back from camp, who are owners of the stores they im- 
prove. I also employ gentlemen in New-York, Newbu- 
ryport, Providence, &c., &c., who procure flour, ram, &e., 
&c, The commissions to bo allowed them are unsettled. 

The prices annexed in the foregoing list are such ag 
the persons employed, and their friends, propos for tham. 
I have never agreed with any one person for certain pay, 
but that they should havo and receive such pay as the 
Congress shall see fit 10 establish for them, 

The Issuing Storokeepes, as per Mr. Adi2ler’s letter, 
given in herewith, proposes as proper pay for them, the 
savings on the one-eighth, commonly allowed for leakage 
and wastage. This mode of pay way make them very 
careful and saving. 


A List of Clerks and Assistants in the Department of the 
Quartermaster- General at Camaninag, January, 1776. 


Department of Cambridge: Mess. Cushing, Cranch, 
Cheeltley, Keene ; office in Cambridge, at four pounds per 
month, 

Messrs. elton, Groen, Mithringion, Issuing Stores, of 
camp utensils, &c., at four pounds per month. 

Messrs, Marony, Organ, ..... , Stables and Gra- 
nary, at four pounds for Marony; threo pounds the others, 
per month, 

Mr. Machin and one Assistant, Lumber-Yard, at four 
and three pounds, 

Mr. Locke and one Agsistant, to receive and deliver 
Wood, at... ~~ and three pounds. 

Mr. Baron,at. . . . «pounds per month, to suporintend 
all the Smiths, Armourors and Nailera in the Army. 

Mr. Pollard, Captain of fifty Carpenters, exclusive of 
Captain Ayres’s Compony, who ave constantly employed 
by the train. 

Messrs. Goddard and Chandler, Wagonmasters. Col. 
one! Brewer, Barrackmaster, and his Clerk, 


Roxbury: Messrs, Parke, Assistant Quartermaster-Ge~ 
neral; Chase, Clerk ; Champney, Wagonmaster ; Davis to 
receive and deliver Wood, &c., and to regulute the Mar- 
ket, . 


Winter and Prospect Hills: Messrs, Frazer, Assistant 
Quartermaster-General; Gray, Clerk; Erancis, Wagon- 
master; Norton to receive and deliver Wood at Anter- 
Till, aud to vegulate the Market;, . . . , to reecive and 
deliver Wood at Prospect-Iill, &c. 


AN ACCOUNT OF THE BARRACKS IMPROVED BY TITLE CONTI- 
NEN?TAL ‘TROOPS, 


On Prospect Hill, Mon, 
Colonel Thompson ; 29 rooms, that will hold tweu- 
ty men oach; other rooms suflicient for his offi- ; 
cers; = = = = = e = + ee ee 680 
Colonel Little: 30 rooms, that will hold twenty 
men each; 8 yooms for his officers, - -~ - - 600 
Colonel Farnum: 18 rooms, that will hold tweaty 
men each; 12 ditto, unfinished ; 8 ditto, for his 
officers, unfinished,- - = = = = = = = 600 
Colonel Hitchcock: 80 rooms, will hold twenty 
men each; 10 i00ms for his officers, - - - 600 
Golonel Whitcomb : 80 rooms, will hold twenty men 
each; 10 rooms for the officers, - - ~ - ~ 600 
Colonel Bond: 12 rooms, that will hold twenty 
men ench; 1 barn, that will hold two compa- 
nies; 7 rooms in a barn, twelvo men each; 6 
xooms for officers, - = = ~« + «= «2 = 4 484 
8,464 
At different Places. 
Colonel Patéerson: 82 rooms, will hold twenty 
men each; a house and small barrack, for offi- 
cers, = - =~ mw ee we we me B4D, 


Colonel Phinney: 20 rooms, that will hold twenty 
men each; 14 ditto, unfinished; 10 rooms for. 
Officers, - - + - Se we we ee 680, 
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Colonel Greaton: 31 rooms, that will hold twenty 
men each; 10 rooms for officers,- - - - + 
Colonel Durkee: 84 rooms, that will hold twonty 
men each; 8 rooms for his officers, - - - = 
Colonel Sargent: 26 rooms, will hold twenty men 
each; Mr, Innan’s house for officers, - - - 
Colgnol Baldwin: Four companies at Number 
One; 16 roouns, that will hold twenty men each ; 
12 small rooms for officers, - - - - - = 


520 


320 


6,924 
Roxbury Camp. 


Colonel Joseph Reed: 12 rooms, that will hold 
twenty men cach; 8 rooms in a barrack, hold 
twenty-five each; 8 rooms, will hold twelve 
each; 7 rooms, eighteen each; 1 room, twenty- 
five; 5 rooms, sixteen cach; 3 1ooms, ten each; 
8 rooms, ‘hold eighty men; a barrack at Wood- 
Point, for a company and officers ; 8 100ms for 
officers; L room, will hold twenty-five mon when 
fitted,- = - = # = ee 2 ew we 

Colonel Learned: 51 rooms in different houses, 
will hold twenty men each, on an average; 2 
looms, six men each; 9 rooms for his officers, - 

Colonel Batley: 82 rooms, will hold twenty men 
each; 10 rooms for officers, = -« - = ~ « 

Colonel Parsons: 8 rooms in a house, hold twen- 
ty men ench; 8 rooms in a barrack, twonty 
each 3 2 rooms in ditto, for officers ; 2 i1ooms in 
ditto, twelve each; 28 huts, hold six men each ; 
a house for two sets of officers; a house for four 
sets of officers; 1 room for officers in a house, 

Colonel Huntingion: The Field and Staff-Olficers 
are ianoved in Mr. Goldthwati’s house; 4 
rooms in different houses for officers; a small 
barrack for one company of officers; 8 rooms in 
two banacks, for officers, not finished ; 3 rooms, 
will hold twenty each, in different houses; 2 
rooms, twelve each, in different houses ; 6 rooms 
in a barrack, twenty each ; a number of huts, that 
will hold one hundred and ten men, - + ~ - 

Colonel Wyllys: 80 rooms, twenty men each, — - 


797 


1032 
640 


AIQ 


314 
600 


10,719 





At Dorchester. 

Colonel Ward: Barracks at Fow-Point for forty 
men; houses round, will hold forty more, and 
officers ; houses at Preston-Potnt, hold forty 
men; 6 rooms in different houses, will hold 
eighteen men each, on an uverage ; a small house 
that will hold sixteen men; a large house that 
will hold eighty men and officers; 12 rooms in 
two barracks, will hold twenty each; 4 rooms, 
twenty each, in different houses ; 3 rooms, ten 
each, ditto; a house that will hold forty men; 
a large hougo that will hold one hundred men, - 


At Sewall’s Point. 
Colonel Prescoté : 20 rooms, will hold twenty men 
each ; 12 rooms for offices, - - - + - = 
At Cambridge. 


Colonel Glover's barracks, improved at present by 
Militia: 82 rooms, hold twenty men euch; 10 
ditto, for officers, - ~ =~ + + = 6 -# @ 

On Winter- Hill, 

Colonel James Reed: 24 rooms, that will hold 
twenty men each; huts that will hold one hun- 

640 


dred and sixty men; 9 rooms for officers, - - 
Colonel Nivon : 23 rooms, that*will hold twenty 

460 
540 


814 


400 


640 


men ench; 11 ditto, for offices, -~ - - - = 
Colonel Stark: 27 rooms, that will hold twenty 
men ench, «© = » © = ew ee ew 
Colonel Poor: 28 rooms, that will hold twenty 
men each; 12 huts, hold eight men each; 8 
yooms for officers; a house for Field-Officers, ~ 
Colonel Hutchinson: 16 rooms, hold twenty men 
pach; 49 rooms, hold six men each; 9 rooms, 
hold six each; 2 rooms, for drummers and fifers ; 
12 rooms for officers; 2 rooms, for Doctors and 
~ Quartermaster; 1 room for thé Adjutant, - - 


656 


684 
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Colonel Webb; Mr. Temple's house, with out 
houses, will quarter five companies and tieir offi- 




















cers, with the Field-Oflicers, - - = - ~ ~ 400 
15,958 

In the Colleges, - - - - = 1 590 

17,473 

Barracks at Prospect-THill, for - - - = = + 8,464 
Ditto, different places, - - « - - = - 8,460 
Dito, Rozbury,- - - - - «= © = = 8,795 
Ditto, Dorchester, - ~ - ~ - «= - = 814 
Ditto, Sewell’s Point, - - + - «+ - = 400 
Ditto, Glover’s Barracks, ~- - - « - = 640 
Ditto, Minter-Ihill,- - - - - + = + 8,880 
15,953 

In the College, - - - -~ ~~ = =~ = = 640 
In the new College, - - - - - - - - ~ 640 
Jn the old College, - - - - - - = = - 240 
17,478 

North Chapel, - - - - - - 160 

Privates, - - - + = = - 17,638 


Exclusive of the private houses in Cambridge. 





STEPHEN MOYLAN TO MAJOR MAWLEY, 
Cumbridgo, January 24, 1776. 


Sin: [have it in command from his Excellency to send 
you herewith a commission, for such person as you may 
think qualified to muster the regiment raising in Hamp- 
shire and Berkshire, As his appointment is for that par- 
ticular purpose only, his Excellency is of opinion that you 
had better agree with him on the terms on which he is to 
execute this business, and then fill up the blank in the com- 
inission with bis name. Lhe form of a mustor-roll is en- 
closed. 

You are 1eferred to the letter for the Committeo of Safety 
for Northampton, which you will now receive, and is open: 
for your perusal, relative to the pressed men under their 
care; also, to the restricting the officers to Northampton 
district. ‘ 

There ara, also, two letters, one for Mr. Stankopo, and 
one for Mr. Knight, which you will please to forward with 
the one for the Committee of Safety, 

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

Sreryen Moyzan, 


To the Honourable Major Hawley, Berkshire. 


By His Excellency Gronor Wasuivaron, Esq., General 
and Commander-in-chief of the Army of the Uniran 
Couonirs. 


To Ronexr Bricner, Gentleman: 

You being recommended to me ag a proper person to 
muster the Regiment raising by order of the General Court 
of this Province, in the Counties of Zlampshire and Berk- 
shire, for the Continental service, I do, therefore, by virtue 
of the powers and authorities to me given by the Continen- 
tal Congress, constitute and appoint you Commissary for 
that paiticular purpose; willing and commanding all offi- 
cers, soldiers, and persons any ways concerned, to be obe« 
dient and assisting to you in the execution of this commis# - 
sion. Neither Negroes, (being slaves,) old men, of bofs, 
unable to bear arms, and to endure the fatigues of the cam- 
paign, or persons labouring under any bodily infirmity what« 
soeyer, are to be allowed to pass muster, of which you are 
to take due notice. 

Given under my hand and seal, at Head-Quarters, Cam 
bridge, this 24th day of January, Anno Domini 1776, 


a Groroe Wastunaron, 


4g” 





2 
{GennraL WASHINGTON] TO TUL COMMITTER OF SAFER, 1 
FOR NORTHAMPTON, te ec 
Cambridgo, Saniary f4, 1708 £4, 
Genriemen; Tam commanded by his Exapllency Ge-: 
neial Washington, to inform you, that. Majar slawley laid 
before him your letter of the 4th instant, as to discharging 
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the persons therein mentioned from confinement. Nis Ex- 
cellency leaves the matter entirely with you, cither to do it 
generally, or (o give them a permit to work and keep within 
certain limits; he thinks before cither is granted, that some- 
thing mora than bare assertion should be had, to prove that 
they were pressed into the service, and their fiiendly dis- 
position towards us, ‘There must not be too many instan- 
ces of such indulgence, or we shall have no security for the 
good treatment of our soldiers and citizens that may fall 
into the hands of the Ministerial troops, nor shall se have 
any to give in exchange for them. 

His Excellency, also, received your favour of the 17th 
instant, in answer to which I am to inform you, that it is 
his pleasure, that the gentlemen of the navy under your 
care, should be confined to Northampton, and not to be 
permitted to go out of its limits. When he granted them 
permission to go five miles from thence, he did not advert 
to the extent of the towns in these Goveinments. 

Lam, &c. 


To the Committee of Safety for Northampton. 


GENERAL GATES TO CAPT MIN STANHOPE, 
Hoad-Quartors, January 24, 1776, 
Sin: Iam directed by his Execlleney General [Vash- 
ington, to acknowledge the ieceipt of your letter of the 
16th instant, requesting Ieave to go into the town of Bos- 
ton, to solicit the Admital for your oxchange. Tho Admi- 
val has aheady declined every negotiation for exchange of 
plisoners, and has not permitted any money to bo seut to 
those gentlemen now in the hands of the United Colonies, 
though frequently acquainted with their necessities, and 
ressed to relievo them. Certain prisoners, taken by a 
Frigate, have been, by the Admial’s order, sent to Eng 
land; so that it is not now in his power to give any ex- 
change for those in theit hands; and from the Admiral’s 
behaviour in othor matters, it very clearly appears you 
would not be peimitted to come back to your parole, 
should his Excellency oven allow you to go into the town 
of Boston. Theso reasons, you must allow, are sufficiently 
convincing, to oblige tho Goneral, at prosent, to decline 
corhplying with your request, 
Lam, sir, &o., 


To Mr. Stanhope. 


Tlonatio Gares, 


GENERAL GATES TO LIEUTENANT KNIGHT, 
Noad-Quartors, Jonunry 24, 1776, 


Sin: I have this moment wiote to Captain Stanhope, 
and given him, by his Excellency’s command, such tea- 
sons for tipt immediately gianting his request, as cannot bat 
be satisfactory; the same reasons, you will clearly see, hold 
good with respect to you, The General is truly concern- 
ed ie ae at present in his power to grant you leave to 
go to fova- Scotia to your family; the first moment that it 
6an be done with propriety, you may be assured that indul- 
gence will be granted. 

When his Excellency granted you the district of the 
town of Northampton, and five miles around, for your place 
of confinement, he understood that Northampton and Lad- 
ley were towns like those to the southward, of moderate 
extent; since, upon better information, he finds that each 
of thosé towns contain a district of a vely large extent of 
country. He directs me to acquaint you, and desires you 
will acquaint all the gentlemen upon their parole at either 
of those towns, that they must keep themselves within the 
legal limits of the town they live in. The Committee of 
Safety at Northampton and Hadley have, by this convey- 
ance, received his orders upon this head. 1 have regularly 
forwarded all letters to and fiom Boston, that you or any 
of the gentlemen have sent to Head-Quarters, 

Ham, sit, &c., 


Hi. Garcs, 
To Mr. John Knight. ore 


a 


HANOVER COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTER, 

Ata Committee appointed and held for Hanover Coun- 
ty, at the Court-House, on Thursday, the 25th of Janua- 
ry, 1776,* 

'Bennét White appeared before the Committee, agree- 


able to a summons, to answer sundry charges lodged against 
him, which ao ns follows: “That he had been guilty of 
having a subscription ball; that he assured his subscribers, 
that if the Committee should notice it he would take the 
whole blame on himself; and that he had allowed gaming 
in his house.” Which chaiges being examined into, were 
sufficiently proved; but the said Bennet White declaring 
his uneasiness for having done any thing that had caused 
the displeasure of the Committee, begged that they would 
pass it over as the first offence, and that he would pay the 
strictest regard to the Association in future, as well as de- 
mean himself in every respect, a fim [end to the rights 
of America, These concessions being deemed satisfactory, 
Mr. White was discharged from fuither prosecution. 
Extract from the Proceedings : 
Winuiam Beneiey, Clerk. 


—_— o 
Ps 


PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY (vinginta) COMMITTEE, 


At a meeting of the Committee for the County of 
Prince Edward, January 25, 1776, 


John Hamblin, an inhabitant of this County, having 
been summoned to appear before this Committee in conse- 
quence of an information lodged against the snid Hamblin, 
as having acted as xn caemy to the American cause, ap- 
peared, and acknowledged that oncs ho was unfiendly to 
the measures adopted in Amertea ; but, that since he had 
been convinced of his error, and would, for the future, con- 
duct himself, on every occasion, as a friend to his country, 
as faras his abilities would permit him, and hoped for the for- 
givenoss of this Committey and his countrymen in general ; 
and promised willingly, to sign the Associntion of tho ho- 
nourable the Continental Congress, which he had, hitherto, 
refused. 

Resolved, That from the contrition of the said Lamb- 
in, he be, for the future, considered as a friend to his 
country, and he is recommended to the publiok for their 
foryiveness, 

Joun Nasn, Jun,, Chairman pro tempore. 
Buysamty Lawson, Clerk, 


PINLADELPUTA COMMITTEE, 
In Committoo, Philadelphia, January 25, 1776, 

The present°Committee, having boen choson to serve 
till the 16th day of Jebruary, ant no longer, recommend 
tothe Freeholders and Electors of the City and Liberties, 
to meet at the State-House on that day, at ten o’clock, 
before noon, to proceed to the election by ballot of a new 
Committee, to consist of one hundred members, viz; For 
the City, seventy-six ; for the Northern-Liberties, twelve 
and for Southwark, twelve; who are to serve for six 
months, 

And that the election may be conducted agreeable to 
the intention of the Congress, in their resolutign directing 
a Committee to be chosen in every city, &e., “by persons 
having a right to vote for Representatives in Assembly,” 
the Committee recommend to the electors in the* several 
Wards and Districts, that they meet on the 15th of said 
month, between the hours of two and four o’clock in the 
afternoon, in their respective Wards and Districts, to 
choose an Inspector from each, to superintend the Gene- 
ral Election, 

And the following gentlemen are appointed to attend, 
and conduct the proceedings, at the houses herein men- 
tioned, in the different Wards and Liberties, and to notify 
the persons chosen thereof, viz: 

Norrucen Lmenrms: At Jeremiah Baker's; Major 

Coais, Captain Williants. 

Munnerry Wann: At Peter LHayes’s; GQ. Schlosser, J, 

Shreiner, 

Uprer Devawann: At the Now Ferry ; Captain Ei 
man, S. Massey. 
Neen Wann: At Razers’s ; Captain TVilcocks, B. Har- 
ESON. 
Hien Srnewr: At Whitebread’s ; Major Bayard, W. Ball, 
Mippuc Warp: At... 3 B. Marshall, J. Cresson. 
Sours Wann: At M. Duf?s; S. Delaney, J. Reed, 
Lowen Devawane: At Robert Turner's; Captain Pryo 
; 2vap yor; 
C. Massey. . . - 
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Cunsyur Wann: At Captain Bradford's Book Stove; 

Colonel Dean, Captain Bradford, 

Watnour Warn: At the Iish-[louse; Captain Willing, 

J, Millegan, 

Docx Warn: At Allen Moore’s; Captain Moulder, J. 

Wetherill, 

Sournwark: At. 1... + + 5 Captain Alewander, S. 

Engles. 

To the Inspectors so chosen, it is, alsa, recommended, 
that they meet at the State-llouse, onc hour before the 
General Election shall begin, and make choice of three re- 
putable Freeholders, to assist in conducting the clection 
agreeable to the laws of this Province, and ofso many Clerks 
as may be deemed necessary; the said Inspectors, Judges, 
and Clerks, before they praceed to open the election, de- 
clating, upon their honour, in the presence of at least three 
of the above-mentioned Ward Inspectors, that they will 
superintend This election, duing the continuance of it, and 
conduct it to the best of their judgment, and, as near as 
may be, according to the uct of Assembly for regulating 
olections, &c., passed 25 George IL And that if any per- 
son shall offer a vote, who is not known to some one of 
them to have a 1ight to vote, they will require of him, in- 
stead ofan oath, a solemn declaration, upon honour, of his 
having a right to vote for Mombers of Assembly, and in- 
form him, at the same time, that, if it shall appeur, hereal 
ter, that he has declared falsely, ho shall be publickly ad+ 
yertised in the newspapeis, as having abused und insulted 
his distressed country. 

The Inspectors shall then proceed to recoive the votes 
of the, Freeholders, &c., qualified to vote for Membeis of 
Genenii sembly, within the limits aforesaid ; and, having 
recgi Hall such votes as may be offered, agreeable to the 
above 'gegulations, shall, about eight o’clack in the evening, 
give paul nolice, that the election will be closed in half 
an ‘hodysand shall close it, accordingly, if no persons quali- 
fied shall then appear (o give a vote, or as soon after as 
they shall find no votes appenr. 

Having closed the election, and counted off the tickets 
eaicfully, and determined who ate duly elected to be of 
said Committee, the Inspectors and Judges shall make out 
aud certify two complete lists of the Committee so chosen, 
and ‘deliver one to the printer of that nowspaper in whieh it 
can be fist published, together with a request to that Com 
mitted, to meet on the day of said publication, at the Philo- 
sophjeal Society’s Tall, mt five o’clock,.P. M., ta proceed 
on. the duty for which they were elected; the other copy 
to be given to the Chairman of the present Commitieo. 

Agreeuble to the inclination of the electors of the Nor- 
tharneLjberties and Southwark, it is proposed, that the 
Meilibais' for the City, the Northern Liberties, and South- 
wark, shall be bulloted for in three distinct tickets, by the 
electors of each District, severally. By order of the Com- 
titteo for the City and Liberties of Philadelphia. 

2 a J, B. Smrxn, Secretary. 

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS To COMMITTEE OF TRENTON, 

rane af NEW-JERSEY, 

fla Philadolphia, January 25, 1776. 

Ganreaten: Your letter of the 23d being ieceived, 
was imihodiately communicated to the Congress, 

The necessity of the service requires that Colonel Max- 
awell’s Regiment should march as soon as possible. When 
the orders were first given for their march, inquiry was 
made what articles were wanting, and a considerable sum 
of money was lodged in the hands of Mr. Lowrey, for 
providing the same; but, as arms and blankets were not 
mentioned, the Gongress have ordered a draft in your fa- 
vour for the sum of four thousand dollais, to purchase aims 
oon you say may be had for money) for such as want 
them, 

“1 would ae observe, that in order to supply tho battae 
Hon ‘ordeted to march from Pennsylvania, the Committee 
of Jiisp#ttion, of the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, 
went, round from house to house, and procured blankets 
fromithé inhabitants. 

+] trasteneither you, nor the inhabitants of your Colony, 
willbe baéhind your neighbours in zeal for the cause of your 
country, The owners of the blankets will be allowed the 
value of them, according to your estimation. 


Fourrn Senizs.—Vou. 1v. 
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T write, by this opportunity, to Cglonel Maxwell, to sii- 
mulate him, and I hope you will give him all the aid in your 


power, Tam, &e., Joun Hancocn, President. 


To the Committeo of Trenton, New-Jersey, 


‘ 
PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO COLONEL MAXWELL, 
Philadoiphia, January 25, 1776. 

Sin: When the Congress, on the 8th instant, ordered 
your battalion to march to Canada, they appointed a Com- 
mittee to inquire what was wanting to fit them for the 
match. 

The Committce having taken time to make the neces- 
sary inquiry, made report on the 10th, * That, before your 
battalion could be fit to march, the following aticles ought 
to be provided, viz: six hundred and eighty-eight haver- 
sacks; six hundred and eighty-eight caitouch-boxes and 
ctoss-belts ; six hundied and eighty-eight tomahawks ; six- 
ty-four pitching-axes, and nine bagzage-wagons.” 

No notice being taken of aims, blankets, or clothing, it 
was plesumed your tioops were propeily supplied with 
these articles. In order, therefore, that the articles want- 
ing might be provided, they immediately ordeied a very 
considerable sum to be put into the hands of Mr, Lowrey, 
with orders to purchase the same, and to pay the men up 
to tho Ist of February, deducting out of their pay the price 
of the articles furnished the men, more than wh 
lowed in lieu of bounty. 

By these means, the Congiess expected you 
would hava been properly equipped, and that the first coms 
pany that could be got ready, would be immediately or- 
dered to set out on their march, 

Tho urgency of the service 1equives that your battalion 
should begin their march with all possible expedition. Tt 
will be vain to send men without arms; but, as the Com- 
mittee of Zrenton havo informed Congress that arms ean 
bo purchased, 1 have, by this opportunity, transmitted to 
thom, by order of Congress, four thousand dollars for the 
purchase of suitable aims, and have desired them to take 
measures for supplying you with blankets. J hope! need 
Not use arguments to stimulate you in this matter. _ 

I would only observe, and have you take notice, that it 
is the desire of Congress that you would send forward the 
first company thet can be got reudy, and that it be follows” 
ed by the other companies, one at a time, as faghas thoy 
can be provided with necessaries, without wail tll tho 
whole aie equipped. I am, &e., 7 


Joun [Lancocx, 
To Colonel Maawell. 










Bh og 
Eg 
PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS ‘TO THOMAS LOWREY. 
Pinladelphia, January 25, 1776, 

Sim: On the 11th instant, there was a draft on the Trea- 
sury in your favour, for thirty-five thousand dollars, out of 
which you were directed to provide sundry articles want- 
ing for the Second New-Jersey Battalion, which was or- 
dered to march to Canada. # 

By a letter this day received from Colonel Mavloell, tho 
Congress are informed that the articles are not yet pro- 
vided, 

The necessity of the service requives that the battalion 
should march with all possible expedition, Jam, there- 
fore, directed to press you to exert your utmost endeavours 
to provide the articles, and facilitate the march of the com< 
panies, as fast as they can be got ready, by all the means 
in your power. Lam, &e., 

Jou Hancock, President, 


To Mr. Thomas Lowrey. 


5 he 
COLONEL ROBERDEAY TO PRESIDENT OF coNennsalWege * 
* Half past five o'clock, P, M., January 26, iF 
Sia: [have the honour of the commands of Congress : 
through you this moment, [for placing a guard over Ge. 
froral Prescott and Captain Chace,| and ghpllenot ‘flf?in 
ei 






duty. ee 
Tam, most respectfully, sir, your mogf‘ob itinible 
servant, D. ANIBBRORERDRAD. oa 
Est = 


To the Ifonourable John Hiunece 
+ # 


t¢ 
cay 


Bet 
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THOMAS LOWREY TO PRESENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read Januury 27, 1776.) 
Parth-Amboy, January 25, 1776, 

Sin; Give me leave to congratulate you and your ho- 
nourable House on the success of Lord Stirling, by the 
capture of the transport-ship, Blue-Mountain- Valley, Cap- 
tain Dempster the particulars of which Lord Stirling writes 
you by this conveyance, J was an board the ship last eve- 
ning, in Amboy-Bay, Somo of the sailors informed one of 
our men that there was a quantity of arms and ammunition 
in the hold. The ship is now gone up to Jstizabethtown- 

Point, to wait your orders. 

The boarer, Mr. Barbarie, is owner of a sloop which 
was taken off Sandy-Hook by some of the men-of-war's 
tenders, and retaken on her passaze to Boston, by Captain 
Manly, ov some other New-England Captain. Mr. Bar- 
barie ts looked upon as friendly to our cause, and now goes 
down for instructions from Congress, how to proceed to re- 
gain his sloop and cargo. 

Lom, with due respect, sir, your most obedient, humble 


servant, Tuomas Lowxcy. | 
To'the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

P.S. A number of our Militia, with three companies of 
Lord Stirling’s regiment, are on Long-Jsland, and are dis- 
ayming the ‘Vories, without opposition, We expect them 
back in a few days. 
+ ai tit 

wy WILLIAM DE MART ‘TO SAMULE TUCKER, 
Slaton. Lelund, Innnary 25, 1776, 

Dear Sm: Tam now on my return from Long-Island, 
and gene to see you at Elizabethtown to-morrow marn- 
ing. : IL Guy men aro well, no accident by land or water, 
not, tha appearance of it. I could not join Colonel Leard, 
ae*Bergen town, by reason of excessive weather and dis- 
tance, of bad roads, and late at night, and pointed in the 
boats for Paulus- Took, but was unable to reach it, by rea~ 
son of the high wind, and obliged to put into New- York, 
where I provided good quarters for our men in the barracks. 
Enrly next morning J proceeded to join Colonel Heard, 
who I vane up with about four miles out of town. Buta 
afew of Colavel Heard’s Militia having come up, I was ob- 
Bre to quarter our men at Hellgate, and tho next day got 

is Sar as Jamaica, staid there two days, and then marched 


to Hempstead, and staid at that place two days moe, when - 


we joined; which I think might have been much earlier, 
Discovered. that a much smaller number might answer 
our pu‘post, and Colonel Lfeard proposed to ie to sepa- 
rut) swhicl*L humbly agreed to, and informed him of my 
appl ion of going or staying, as might bo most agroc- 
able t it but suggested the hint, ag less troops might 
seryg, wlifth would be loss expensive to the Continent. 
Howeyer, he informod me that it was a Militia business, 
and itias’most proper for them to stay, aud ordored me 
feturn Home, which I hentily consented with, and left 
inelast Wednesday, with about six or seven hundred Mili- 
tla at Lempstead, where great numbers of Tories were 
every hour coming in, and deliveting up their arms with- 





* out tie least appeaiance of opposition, 1 suppose they 


, 
ae 


smayedeliver up about five hundred arms, and if they 
ie i macthem by water, they may be worth the 
ightza? 


“T havebihe eee of informing you, that our men 
, have behaved with the greatest degree of civility towards 
the inhabitants of Long-Lland, but some little complaint 
happened about some New- York Volunteeis, which, upon 
examining into, proved of vory little consequence. I am 
Boas happy in ietarning from a place boing deserving of 
iRgation, and effected with so little difficulty, from the 
cotisderation of thelr being our neighbours, 
"Hath ‘your Lotdship’s most humble servant, 
“eS Wiuutan Ds Hans. 


# 
3 
1 


— 


e 
GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 


Read Fobruary, 2, and reforred to My, Wythe, Mr, EB, Rutledgo, and 
| fos Mr, MoKaun,], J e 


> a * Albany, January 25, 1776. 
- Sin: I have thig moment received a letter from General 
Wooster, copy of which; with copies of sundries enclosed, 
How do myself the honour to transmit to YO. I shall 


Ke 
t 
* ‘ 
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order him to send every person from Canada that roay be 
dangerous to our cause if left in that country. 

Krom General /ooster’s letter one would be led to ima- 
gine that I had sent back vast numbers of dangerous per- 
sous; he has before wrote to me on the oceasion with an 
unbecoming jubacity. 1, therefore, trouble you with the 
detail, Sears, whom be mentions, was sent to me front 
Connceticul with a recommendation from the Committee 
of... to permit him to return to Canada, which I 
did, ordering him to wait on the commanding officer; Cap- 
tain Goodwin and Lieutenant Schalke I permitted to ree 
main at Ticonderoga at the 1equest of General Montgome- 
ry, until they could be informed if their wives and childien, 
whom they had left at Quedeek, were gone to England, or 
had come to Chambly. Uf to the latter, then he wished 
they might be permitted to return and convey them into 
these Colonies, They, their wives gnd children, are now 
at Chambly. Mr. Me Cullough, a Commissary$ was another, 
awidower, who bad left four small children in Canada, and 
whom [ hkewise permitted to return on the same account; 
these, together with the Canadian peasants taken at Se, 
Johvs are all that T yecollect to have sent back, and not 
even the last without the approbation of General Mont- 
gZomery first had. ‘Lhe peasantry were too insignificant 
to have any influence, and there seemed at that dine litte 
danger fiom the others, and yet 1 took the precaution of 
their word of honour, not to say any thing on the subject 
of the controversy, If they have abused my confidence 
they are scoundrels, and Twill treat them accordingly, 
without repenting that T gave them the indulgence, for 
that was an act of humanity. If they are not culpable 
they are injured, and T too. T shall sift the matter to the 
bottom, and my resentment, without any kind of exception, 
shall be experienced by those that deserve it, 

I have just reecived at letter from Colonel Warner, of 
which the iMiowing ia a copy: ener: 
“ Bonnington, Janunry 22, 1776, 

“Stn: My prospect in raising men scams very, encour 
aging, one bandred and upwards [ lave sent,forward § a 
number more is ready to march soon, I have fivelve come 
panias raising, though the men shall bo seni forward as 
fast as possible. Move money is necessary, as I have paid 
the chief out that I received. Two companies more | ex- 
pect to raise, as they have sont mo they wish to npage. 

lajor Safford ‘will be the receiver of what money Will be 
disbursed for said purpose. Fro your humble servant, 
“Seen Wanner? 


In answer to this 1 sent the following, which I showed 
to Mr, Livingston our bother delegate, and of whjeh-he 
approved, rented 9 
Albany, January 25, 1776. 

Sir: Major Seford has delivered me your letter of 
tho 22d instant, I was in hopes that by that timo a much 
larger number of men had marched than whey men- 
tion ; the bounty T promised was in considerdtiotiof thair: 
immediately marching ; when, therefore, as many men are 
actually marched, (which T expect will he wi dalay ,) 
as 1 gave you the bounty for, shall furnish, you’ With a 
farthor sum to send as many mora as will amgunt to a re- 
giment on the present Continental establishment; which is 
seven hundred and twenty men, officers included #but I do 
expect that the whole will inarch by the Ist da ol Fobrury 
ary; such as are not marched by that time will notiba en 
tiled ta any part of the bounty.” ~ woo g 

Tanuury 26.—1 was last night informed thatthe better 
fart of the troops to be raised in the County of Berkshire 
were already marched, I have sont Governour Zrumbull 
return of the arms thatewere delivered into store by the 
men raised in the Colony of Connecticut—he cannot fur 
nish the regiment raising there, and 1 propose to return 
those arms, or a like number, that they may not be a Colo- 
nial charge against the Continent. : 

I ain, sir, most sincerely, your obedient, humble servant, 

Pumar Scutyvsa. ' 


To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., &e., &e., &e. 
one > 
Montreal, January 14, 1776, + 
Sm: Your letter of the 31st ultimo, I reveived per post, 
alsa, a number of Setters for General Montgoinvry;in "of 
i) 
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which I opened, not knowing but they might contain some- 
thing of a publick nattie., ‘Lhe private letters [shall en- 
close with this. You will, doubtless, send them to his 
friends. 

1 am glad to hear that we may soon expect a Pay- 
master. We have dtained our fiends here of most of 
their cash, and it is next to impossible to do any thing with- 
outit, + 

Some of the persons you have sent back have really 
behaved very illy ; one Sears especially, whom I have now 
in confinement, immediately upon coming into the coun- 
try, circulated a report, that the Colonies had given over 
the thoughts of keeping this Provinca; that thera were 
no soldiors at Ticonderoga or Fort- George, nor any ex- 
pected, and so faw at S¢. John’s that it would be an 
casy matter to take it, und indeed all the rest; a story 
very ily calculated for us in our prosent delicate situation. 
Some othersof the prisoners which were sent back, I hear 
have made themselves very busy in reporting stories to our 
prejudice. I shall, therefore, be obliged to return to you 
some of them, and perhaps some others, ringleadeis of 
the Tories in this country, with the prisoners who were left 
hare, in a few days. 

The four fusils taken by Major Lockwood, are put up 
in a box, according to capitulation, and are vow at St 
John's ready to be sent over the Lukes. It wasa mistake 
of Colonel £emming’s, or the fusils would have been taken 
froin all the officers, 

Theygeapitulated upon the same conditions as the gar- 
risony of St, Jon's, and if you look into that, you will seo 


that the oficers wero all allowed their side-arms; but their 
fire-arnis were 19 be put up in a box and delivered to them 
when nhappy disputes were ended, unless they chose 


to’ digftose of them bolore, 

I havé great hopes, however arduous and difficult it may 
be, that otir lite army at Quabeck will keep up the block 
ade till they can be relieved, provided a reinforcement is 
sent on ina shoit time. Ihave sent them an hundred and 
twenty men from this ganison, which was all that could 
with easels be spared. Colonel Clinton has gone down 
with Mr. Price, 1 davo say they will take every possible 
measure for tho safety of the army, and preserving the 
blockade, I enclose you copies of tivo letters from Col- 
onel Arnold, with the translation of one sent by Lana 
dicre ali of Quebeck, received since my last. 

Tyst altor Mr, Anil loft this place, t a aus an ex 
pross.to Onion River, in order to get a reinforcement from 
the Greon-Mowntain Boys, 1 wrote to Colonel Warner 
in the most pressing manner to bring a regiment into this 
Province, and romain here under Continental pay till they 
can be'relieved, a measure which the present exigency, 1 
think, will justify. Whether they will come or not you 
know is uncertain. 

Quebecie is strongly fortified, and so well stored with 
provisions, that many think thoy will be able to hold out 
till they can be relioved in the Spring. It isa great chance 
if they do not make out to get in some provisions, should 
the ri sity e break up, before our army can be aug- 
montéd ‘ 


t 







Hg fare we to take the place? We have at St, 
John’ énty-four pounders, brass, I understand they 
have avidifiber of thirty-two pounders at New-York. Will 


it not be well to send for them (if the heavy cannon are 
taken from Zconderoga and Fort-George,) and with such 
mortars as you have, with proper ball, shells, &c.: &c., 
send them forward as quick us possible, 1 am of the opi- 
nion, that heavy cannon will be necessary in taking of thas 
place. ] wroto you in my last, that we had but a (rifle of 
powder. Wa have at Quebeck,a howitzer which throws 
an eight-inch shell, Lam informed that one Pelissier, at 
Threo- Rivers, can cast shells, shot, &c., of any size; but 
whetlier he will be ablo to do it soon enough, t cannot yet 
find dut, 

_AIL kigtls of liquors and WMest-India goods, are so ox- 
travqgnntly, dear hear, that 1 am confident they may be 
brought over the Lakes to great advantage. 

In, order, therefore, in some measure, to remedy the 
great difficulty in procuring hard cash, suppose rum and 
sugar should be forwarded for the soldiers, and a number 

eof Spiders should be encouragedsto come over with every 


kind of article wanted in the Army, for which we are obliged 
* 


CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &., JANUARY, 1776. 


854 


to pay hard money here at the most extravagant rates. The 
Sutlers would be able to sell ther to us full as low, and 
many things much lower, and take in pay Continental mo- 
ney. ‘The people in the country seeing the money pass 
freely among us, perhaps will be induced to give it a cur 
leney, 

By the enclosed letters, especially the one which was 
wrote in French to General Montgomery while he was at 
Quebeck, and before the unhappy defeat, (since when, out 
enemies are more bold in their measures against us,) you” 
will see the great necessity of sending many of their lead- 
ers out of the Provinee, and of forwarding a reinforcement 
immediately, not only for continuing the blockade of Que- 
beck, but for preserving the country. 

T am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Davin Woostar 
To General Schuyler. 


Volland- (Mouse, January 4, 1776, 

Dear Genera: A person going to Lhree- Rivers pre- 
sents an apie of informing you that nothing of eon- 
sequence has happened since | wote you yesterday morn- 
ing. We have a number of Canadians joined us, most of 
them without arms, which are much wanted. I make no 
doubt you will send all you possibly can, with threo or 
four hundred pair of snow shoes, a few bariels of sugar for 
the [ospital, and fifty light shovels. as 

Our cash is neatly expended. Einclosod is a lotter yes 
ceived this minute from Montreal. 1 have sent batk Lieut, 
Lull, but detained his party at Point-ae-Trembles, We 
has in charge Captain Belad, the villain who destroyed the 
powder; he has behaved exccedingly ill here. 1 think it 
necessary to confine him in Montreal, or send him into the 
Colonies. J must also beg leave to observe, the lenity 
shown to our prisoners heretofore in Montreal and places 
adjacent—it may be justified by principles of humanity 
at the time, under our present cireumstances would | be 
highly imprudent and dangerous, Jt is my opinion that 
every soul who were in office ay the reduction of the coun-, 
try, and others who are looked upon as ininical, should be 
immadiately sent over the Lake without respect of persons, 
If they are suffered to remain in the country, and we de- 
feated, the consequence will probably be the loss of the 
whole country. You will be good cnough to excuse the,, 
incorrectness of my letter, which I am obliged to write lying 
on my back, Jf there is any absent ofticers beliygi 
the regiment here, perhaps it may further the 
order them to join immediately, Colonel Nig 
from this yesterday morning for Montreal, wi 
or taking leave. ah 

I am, dear General, with esteem, your most ‘obi 


obec 
r g 
Tumble servant, B. Arnoun, Colonel, &c. 
To General Wooster, 


P. 8. J hope you will think it necessary to send back 
every soldier who has deserted from us under pretence of 
his time being out. BAS 








Holland.IHouse, January %, ages : 
Dear Generau: Last night, a faithful Acadian, be- 
longing to our train of artillery, and who was taken pri- 
soner in the unhappy affair of the Bist, was sent out of 
town by Carlcton and Lanaudiere, with the enclosed note 
and seal, previous to which he was terrified with threats of 
being hanged, and when thought a tue convert, he was, 
told to carry the note to one Mange, at Verrenne, who 
was to raise two hundred men, &c. The seal was.to be 
delivered to Mr. Jacob Jordan, the King’s Commissary at 
Montreal, This the man seemed to cousent to, when they 
promised bim his fortune should be made. He was fur- 
ther ordered to call on the Captains of Militia on his way 
up, and endeavour to prevail on them to raise their Pus, 
rishes againstais ; the needful to be done in consequelita, 
of this, intelligence, I have no ocension to mention, I maka,* 
no doubt of your sending those people ont of the sways § 
danger and mischief. Every thing remains, quiet urea 






present. I believe the enemy dare not ven{t Hough’ 

they threaten it. I pray God they et rein? 

a miserable condition to receive them. ceed * 
m our battery. 


We have brought three pigaes ofgannaniffom our b 
T intend getting the whole here i bnsds possible, for de~ 
: a © f : 
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fending our Magazine. As there were several French pri- 
one's in town, who will, doubtless, be tampered with, and 
may not be proof against their artifice, | have thought pio- 

er to send an exptess, on purpose that you may guard 
against their plots. I find, by au oxact ieturn made the 
Qd instant, we have not quite eight hundred men, including 
Colonel] Divingstan’s Regiment of about two hundred, 
Some of the county people have come in to our assist- 
ance. In general, they appear fiiendly, and concerned for 
us; many offer to join us who have noarms, I have given 
out several commissions to the inhabitants, who ae raising 
men, We are entirely out of lead, Enclosed is a list of 
sundry aiticles much wanted, which, with such as have 
been wrote for before, [make no doubt you will order as 
soon as may be, I am very auxions to see you here. 
The buiden lies very heavy on me, considering iny present 
circumstances; I find myself unequal to the task, My 
wound is in a fair way and less painful, ! hope the ex~ 
press will meet you on your way down, and am, very re- 
spectfully, dear Geneial, your most obedient and vory 


humble servant, B, Arnon, Colonel, §c. 


To General Wooster. 


We have drubbed the Rebels. We have taken seven 
hundied killed, wounded and prisoners, and their General, 
Monigomery. It remains with you to completely dive 
away our enamies, We fear nathing bore, and will soon 
give you proofs, my dear fullow-citivens. Signalize your- 
selves to retrieve the honour of the Canadians, and to gain 
avery happiness to your Parish, ‘The others will all fol- 
low yout example, Two hundied men will destroy tho 
remais*of ‘these iniserable wietches, for you will raise all 
the other Parishes coming down, 


Lanauniunn, Jun, 
‘Tho Ath, in tho ovening. 


SPRECH TO THE SIX NATIONS SENT BY MR. DEAND, JANU= 
any 21, 1776, 


* 
Brothers, Suchems, and Warriors of the Sta-Nations : 
. When wo had the jhete of meeting you lastat Albany, 
wwe plomised to sond our brother Deane to you, that when 
any thing happened ho might inform you, that no false re- 
orts, contrived by wicked men, might come to your cars, 

Je now carries you a belt with this speech; open your 
oars and listen attentively to what he shall say, for he re« 
penanny words, ; 

Brothers, our great Council at Philadelphia have been 
inforgeel bat many wicked men, in tho County of ‘Tryon, 
were pr¢pazing themselves for war against us—that they 
had prdctiverl arms, and would attack us with the first fi- 
vourablo opportunity. ‘Chey ordered ma to inquire into 
the nstt8ryand told mo that L must carry up my warriors, 
+ ebht TL might bo able to secure somo of the hoad mon 

a limongst ‘them, and disarm tho others, 

others, when I yeecived this order from our Great 

Council-Fire, | said to myself, our bothers, the Mohaus, 

will be alarmed to see so many warriois mach into the 

foountry in which they live; 1 must, therefore, send them 

“a apééch.and belt, which I did by Mr. Bleecker, and 1 de- 

Seirad that our brothers, the Mohawis, would send it on to 

the ondsf,the house .of the Six Nations. When I had 
taken this” Precaution, that aur brothers, the Mohawks, 

might not be offended, I marched my waniots up to Sche- 
nectady ; fom thence I sent a letter to Sir John Johnson, 
“informing him that I would settle the matter without shed- 
tai # blood if T could, and, therefore, invited him to meet 

‘ti. He accordingly came, and we had an interview in a 
* still house near by Colonel Johnson’s, and there I pro- 

posed terms of peice and reconciliation, and desired his 
tinswer by‘the hoxt night, When his answer came, it did 
rot please me, and L sent three of our counsellors to bring 
him to reason; for my wartios grew very impations, and 
T did not-want that his blood should be shed. He grew 
wise, at last,ggnd consented that all the Scotch people 
should be disarined, and that 1 should take six of them pri- 
soners, and that he would not interfere if I disarmed his 
other friends; who had hostile designs against us, 

‘Brothers, our brothers, the iia, desired ma to 
shdw some kindyess to Sir John. J was glad that they 
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asked the favour, because I knew that he had relations 
amongst them, and that 1 might have an opportunity of 
showing my sespect to our Mohawk brethren, and I grant 
edit. But, brothers, be did not desorve it, for we found 
out that he had given guns to the Scofeh people, and to 
many otheis who were not our friends, and had prepared: 
his great guns. T could hardly restrain my warrios when 
they found he had done this. Tha designs of which snid 
miliiay preparations, they judged, were intended against 
them. But as J had given my word that he should not be 
hunt, provided he delivered up the guns and cannon, my 
warriors did not touch him, and he is now safe at home, 
and | and my wariiors are returning home. 

Brothers, I have thus opened tho path of peace which 
we promised you last Summer should be kept open, and 
which these wicked men designed to stop up, that we might 
not any more eat, and chink, and smoke with our loving 
brothers, the Siv Nations. It ig now again Gear, and no 
obstacles remain, and wo can go to you and you can come 
to us, 

Brothers, your brother, Mr, Deane, will inform you of 
my kind expressions and intentions towards all my breth- 
ren of the Siv Nations; and] now again assure you, on 
the behalf of the Thinteen United Colonies, that they love 
and respect you, and will stictly abide by every agree» 
tment they hava made, and they have not the least doubt 
but you will faithfully perform the same, 

Farewell, others, May God keep you in his protec- 
tion, and make you a happy people, 


GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WABSTINGTON, 
Providonoo, January 28, 1776, 

Sm: J have consulted the General Commitiee upon the 
subject of your letter of the 16th instant, Jor many yents 
past tho inhabitants of this Colony, surrounded on the land 
sido by Connecticut and the Massachusetts- Bagythinking 
themselves in a perfoct stale of security, entitaly.noglect- 
ed military discipline, and disposed of their ar gene- 
dally, that, at the breaking out of the present wa, the Co- 
Jony was, in a manner, disarmed. ce have taken every 
method in our power by purchasing, by employing manu- 
facturers, and by importation, to procure a sufticient quan- 
tity, but are still so deficient that the samo arms;which 
have been rated at six and eight dollars, at Cambridge, 
ave readily bought here at ten fnd twelve. Indeed, we 
shall seacely be able to find arms for the troops wo bavo 
oidered to ba raised for our immediate defenco, Besides 
which, the peculiar situation of the Colony requires that 
every man in it should be farnishod ; and tho Assembly 
have, accordingly, ordered that overy man should bo fur 
nished by the 15th day of Agni? next, under severa pe- 
naltics. In those cireumstances I do not think your Exeel- 
leney can depend upon any supplies of muskotg from this 
Colony, e 

Tam, with great respect, sir, your Excellency’s most 
obedient, humble servant, Nicttotas Gooxs. 
Yo Uis Excellency Genoral Washington, 08 oe 
te fy 

GUNDRAL WASHINGTON TO Governovn TRUSBOLL, 
Cambridgo, January 25, 1776. 

Sin: T received your favour of the 22d instant, divd-ath 
much obliged by your assurance that tho thred?pegitnents 
of Militia for this camp will be raised as fast as possible ; 
they ae much wanted, J wish it was in my power to fa~ 
cilitate their mach, by sending a necessary supply of mo- 
ney for it; but it is not, as our Treasury is exhausted. I 
hope in a little time it will be replenished, with n sufficient 
sum to answor every demand. 

Lam sorry (hat arms aro so scaica with you that none 
can be furnished on account of the Continent, at this eri 
tical period. I lmow not what will be done, Those of the 
three regiments they will be allowed to carry away, when 
their service is ended, unless they choose to sell them, 1 
will gladly buy, but never bad an idea of detaining them 
against their cansent. ae : 

For the arms which were detained and appraised, I have 
given warrants.to the several Colonels to whose: regiments 
they belonged, upon the Paymaster-General, as fistiasthe’ 
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number and value have been brought in, and will take cate 
to have a return made to you. 
Tam, &e., 


To Governour Trumbull, 


Groner Wasmineron, 


ROBERT Il, HARRUGON TO WILLIAM WATSON, 
Camlnidgo, January 25, 1778, 

Sm: Your letter to his Excellency of the 23d instant, 
is come to hand, by Lieutenant igglesworth, Uns conduct 
respecting Mr. Dote, in giving up the First Lieutenancy to 
him, will be taken due notice of on a future occasion. “Ue 
caries the commissions and caitridge-paper. 

The Geneial doubts not your endeavouring to get out as 
soon as possible. Yours, &e. 


To William Watson, Esq., Plymouth. 


* — 


JOSEPH ROBSON 10 COUNCIL OF SAFETY OF MARYLAND. 
Cumbeidgo, Junuary 26, 1776, 
Gentiumen: I obseive, by a resolve of the Inte Con- 
vention, that the Minute-Company of Dorchester County, 
which I have the honour to command, is aidered to mach 
down into Virginia; and, as the gentleman who was my 
First Lieutenant has thought proper to resign bis commis- 
sion, | have herewith enclosed it to you. Lest you should 
he unacquainted with a person suitable to fill that station, 
havo, in some measure, thought it my duty to inform 5 with 
your’ aoa could wish it supplied by the appoint- 
ment of him who uow acts as my Second Gientenant, Mer 
Moses Le Compte, Jun; and, if your Honours have not in 
view asérson more worthy to act as Second Lieutenant, 
taka, the liberty of naming Mr. Matthias Zraverse, if you 
approve of him. 
1 am, gentlemen, with due respect, your obedient, hum- 


ble ser vant, Josneu Ronson, 


To the Honourable the Council of Safety. 


PS. As T cannot possibly march until the officers are 
complete, 1 hope tho messenger will be despatched as 
quick ds possible. 


; JOHN MANCOCK TO GENDRAL LEE, 
2 a Philadelphia, January 26, 1776, 

Sin This morning J was favoured with your letter, by 
clit Which 1 laid before Congress, in consequence of 
which they have appointed a Committeo of three of their 
Membeis, viz: Colonel Larrison, Mr, Lynch, and Mr. 
Allen, immediately to repair to New-York, and confer 
with you and the Committeo of Safety of that Colony on 
the subject of your letter, which supersedes the necessity of 
my being particular, as J must refer you to those gentle- 
men. 

Lhave only to add my best wishes for your health, and 

that success mny attend your important exertions, 
T have the honour to be, with esteem, sir, your most 
obedient, humble selyant, 
a Joun Hancock, President, 


To ihe f1éFourable Major-General Lee. 





JOUN GRAHAM TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, 
Gunrd.Room, Uppor Barracks, January 26, 1776, 
sGenriosnn: Please to pardon my intrusion of the fol- 
Idwing lines, as £ am one of the unfortunate among man- 
kind;‘and my health so much impaired that this close con- 
finament, I find, Tak drives a vail in my coftin. . 

T hope you will take the above into your wise considera- 
tion, und set me at liberty; or, should these unhappy times 
determine it otherwise, if it should seem meet, grant mo 
the parole. 

Lain, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your most 
sobedient, humble servant, Jon Gavan: 


Beh 
-#P, 8. [wrote a letter, dated 23d instant, to Colonel 
MaDougall, setting forth the reason of my going in that 
sloop that was cast away on Squan-Beach, Now-Jerscy, 
the 28d December, 1775, which was matter of fact, which 
T hope has appeared before the honourable Committee, 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM AN OFFICER IN THE GXPRDI- 
TION ON LONG-ISLAND, DATED AT JERIGHO, JANUARY 26, 
1776. 


_ Weset out fiom Woodbridge on Wednesday, the 17th 
instant, with about six hundred Militia, and were joined, at 
New- York, with a detachment from Lord Stiring’s batta- 
lion, consisting of near three hundred, and on Friday morn- 
ing we crossed, with all our troops, at Horne’s- Hoot, near 
Tlellgate, and met with no opposition; proceeded on our 
way to Jamaica, took in custody some of the principal per- 
sons proscribed, sent out parties and brought in many of 
those who vated against sending Delegates, disarmed them, 
and requirdd them to sign an obligation we had diawn up, 
in which we enjoin them not to oppose either the Conti- 
sental or Provincial Congresses, but to be subject to them, 
und not aid or assist the Ministerial traops in the present 
contest, 

Fiom Jamaica we went to Ilempstead town, where we 
expected the warmest apposition, but weie disappointed, 
for the inhabitants came in and brought in their arms yolun- 
tavily, for two days, as fast us we could conveniently re- 
ceive them. We have got about thice hundied stand of 
aims, and a considerable quantity of powder and lead, We 
are now on our way to Oyster-Bay, and shall scour the 
country as we go, and shall excit ouiselves to discharge the 
trust enjoined on us, 

Colonel Heard sent the detachment home last Tees?ay, 
as he-thought tho Militia suficient. He is indefatigable in 
discharging his duty, treats the inhabitants with civility and 
the utmost humanity, and even the delinquents express 
themselves woll pleased that a detachment of Jerseymen 
(and vot of New- England) were sent to disarm them, 
Many of thosa who were proscribed as principals have 
either fled or secieted themselves; several we have in cus- 
toy. Somo others, I believe, are yet to be had; but, by 
some means or other, they have had a list of the persons 

pointed out as principals before our arrival, We are ma- 
King inquiry how they got their intelligence, but are not yet 
informed. ‘hose that have coma in and surrendered their 
arms, are much irritated with those who have led them .to 
make opposition, and have deserted them in the day of 
dificalty. I conceive they will be as safe, if not safer, in 
our custody than at present among their neighbours, of 
‘which some of them seem very apprehensive, and com= 
plain that thoy have mot with insults already, 
oA 


ent 
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DECLARATION SIGNED BY SUNDRY INHABITANTS ovtquans's & 
COUNTY, NUW-YORK. ad 

Tanuary 40,1776, 

Whereas, we, the subscribers, inhabitants, of Qucen’s 
County, on Long-Jsland, in the Province of New-York, 
have given great uneasiness to the good people of the 
neighbouing Provinces and the Continent in general, by 
our not choosing a Committee agreeable to the orders of 
the Continental Congress, by our not paying that atten- 
tion to the directions of our Provincial Congtess, which we 
ought to have done, and by our opposing the Genevil, In- 
structions of the Continental Congress in almost valffoue 
conduct and actions. ‘Therefore, (in oder to relieve the 
minds of the virtuous inhabitants of America, and those of 
this County in particular, engaged in the common cause,) 
we, the subscribers, do most solemnly and sincerely pio- 
mise, that we will, hereafter, in all cases, implicitly ol ays > 
all orders and instructions enjoined on us by our Provin«* 
cial and Continental Congresses, that we will act in con- 
jonction with the inhabitants of (his and the neighbouring 
Provinces, in the defence of American liberty, that we 
never will take up arms against the Americans, and that 
we will not, directly or indirectly, countenance, aid, assist, 
or by any means join with, any of [is Majesty’s troops in 
the present contest hetween Great Britain and Amaerien, 
Given undes our hands, this 19th day of January, 1776, 


Refof Duryo, Samual Birdsall, Thomas Trodwall, 
Luko Nooatiand, Townshond Jackson, Androw Allon, 
Jonathan Rowland, Thomas Scaman, Richard Matthows, 
Edward Willott, Thomas Jackson, Williaia Cornoll, 
William Wilson, Sunuel Carman, Silvester Bedell, 
Jacamiah Valontine, Jacob Jackson, John Smith, Rock, 
Anthony Rhoilos, Lawrenos Fish, Jonah Valontine, 


Stephen Clement, Joshua Birdsall, William Smith, Rock. 
John Carman, John Pratt, ~ Jamos Smith, Rock, 
William Thurston, John Dunyeo, James Pine, 
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Francis Dayanport, 
Samucl Davonport, 
Jacob Stringham, 
Samuol Denton, 
Richard Smith, 
Edward Spragg, 


John Hayiland, 
Thomas Birdsall, 
Thomas Cot noll, 
‘Thomas Coombes, 
Samuel Smith, 
Potor Bond, 


John Birdsall, John Comba, 
Nehomiah Collins, John Higby, 
Potor Jones, ‘Tunothy Flower, 
Joshua Smith, Abraham Domott, 


James Baldwin, 
Polham Sands, 
Nicholas Ludlum, 
Johannis Covert, 
Thomas Poutherby, 
Hoend, Hondrickson, 
Daniol Hendiickson, 
Henry Walters, 
Witliam Covort, 
Btophen Powell, 
C, Carman, 
Richaid Groen, 
Benjamin ———, 
Bonjamin Dalon, 
Zebulon Sinith, 
Amos Powell, 
William Pigeon, 
James Burts, 
Luke Ektor, 
Nathaniel Coombes, 
Daniel Murray, 
Obadiah Hinchman, Ilezekiah Pearsall, 
Tunis Buigon, Josoph Oldfield, 
Nicolns Vunaredalon, Saumuol Coombes, 
John Vanlan, John Thurston, 
Tsane Amborman, Michavl Domott, 
Matthias Limbarson, Petor Logov, 
Nicholas Ambormun, [Mzultial Matthows, 
Aria Remeon, Rook Smyth, 
John Bonnot, Aaron Vanoatrand, 
Simon Lambortsou,  Vulontino If, Potors, 
Jon Nostrandt, Counan Rushmoro, 
eine Amborman, Jt, Christian Snadkokor, 
Johy Ronson, Wilham Millar, 
Rom Romaan, Benjamin Howlott, 
Nicholas Lamborson, Jamva Southard, 

_ Jolin Lamborson, Son,,Richard Browor, 
John Lamborson, Jun,,Tarael Caiman, 
Josoph Fiald, Amos South, 

Jolin Willott, Samuel Plavo, 
Joost Van Brunt, Pontson Langdon, 
Bonjamin Hogeman, Archibild Lingdon, 
Solomon Southard,  Elijsh Cornoll, 

Johannes Van Cots, dx, Daniel Abrahume, 
Zobulon Soaman, Elijoh Sinith, 
"Thoma Seaman, Joasvph Ruinor, 
William Sprage, Cornolius Jackson, 
Sylvanus Buagls, Tacob Doxswe, 

* John Mott, Samos Verity, 

John Spragg, Willian Goldor, 
Jamas Birdaall, Samuel Jackson, 
Tera] Snnth, Mosou Cornelins, 
Blijeh Wood, Win, Van Norstrant, 
Samuol Carman, Aaron Van Nostiandt, 
Elijah Barton, Abra, Van Nostrandt, 
Tol Raner, ‘Thomas Petora, Jun, 
Bonjnmin Smith, Joains Tatton, 

David Ludlow, Josoph Borloll, 

Josoph Dadgo, John Weokes, 
Robert Sutton, Banjamin Downing, 
Yenve Polit, ., Taras Placa, 

Joroph ‘Chemo, Robort Jackson, 

Thomas Southard, Isaac Soaman, 

* Bamuol’Qol Tenno Tatton, 
Tonuthan’ Cornollug, Albort Van Nostrand, 

A, Sotibuty, Nioholas Schonok, 

Wijah Spragy, Simon Loxoo, 

Birr Cornell, = Willlam Wilson, 

hinh Bedall, Jacob Bedall, 

Jacob Golder, Richard Muyson, 

Abif Southard, J. Van Nooatrandt, 

* Joseph Dorlon, John Wators, 
» Richovd Gildersloave, Daniol Youngs, 
Culsh Southard, John Van Novstrandt, 
™ Abijah Rodallyge * Cornelis Hoogland, 
oe Banjamin Wiggins, ‘Thomas Younge, 
dy; Amos Rainor, Robert Allon, “ 
Traol Eldard, Jolin Van Cott, 
* Uriah Platt, Timothy Titus, 
Jonathan Sorrin, Absalom Townsond, 
William Hoagland, 


Samuel Soaman, 
‘Timothy Cornoll, 
Amndis Rhoids, 
Loffort Loflarts, 
Solomon Pool, 
Peter Rioigon, 
Israol Scamans, 
Stophon Callas, 
Oliver Birdsall, 
Parmonus Jackson, 
Goorgo Rioison, 
Martin Riorson, 
Ludlum Smith, 
Joshun Malls, 
Petor Nostrand, 
Siloh Smith, 
Joseph Gauldor, 
William Gorter, 
Tanne Bonnet, 

* Obadish Milla, 
Luke Burgon, 


4 William Cornwell, 

4 Willig Rushmore, Jonathan Gorham, 
Toh Rushmore, Stophen Robbins, 
*} Abraliom Wattson, Nicholas Van Cott, 
Goorga Dareey, i «Jagob Rhinchart, 

« Thomas Bilson, —, William MoCoun, 

John Cook, John Eoghos, 


'Lhomas Woollay,; “ Jamos Beal, 


Doremus Bodoll, »,  Jamoa Walters, 
Philip Woolley, , John Wookog, 
Josoph Ludlum, Hubort Cotes, 
Henry Ludlam, William Prost, 


William Ludiom, - James Carpontor, 
Tloary Ladlam, Jun, Thomas Ripp, 
John Underhill, . ‘ Harvey Colwoll, 
-Willidm Hall, Obadiah Liwronce, 
John Prodwoll, Daniel Albortson, + 
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Sumucl Carman, 
John Rams, 
Obndinh Sinith, 
James Vority, 
Samuel Pottit, 
Isang Snodialer, 
Silvanus Bedell, 
John tlsworth, 
Goorgo Weekes, 
Daniel Pino, 
James Whaloy, 
Bonjamm ‘fredwell, 
Cornolius Miller, 
John Southard, 
Jahn Uoltmos, 
William Lungdon, 
John Titus, 
Dayil Bodell, 
Josoph Gouldor, 
Solomon Symons, 
John Scaman, 
Jacob Bedell, 
Samuel Wood, 
Samuol Mott, 
Chailos Cornwell, 
Jool Rayner, 
Benjamin Smith, 
Jobn Marvin, 
Thj ch Rainer, 
Philip Thorno, 
Jacob Raynor, 
Jacob Limborson, 
Symonds Verity, 
Daniel Smith, Hock, 
Samuol buingham, 
Richard Wiggins, 
Mower Wulso, 
Michael Goldor, 
William Stiles, 
Jacob Poterson, 
James ldvad, 
William Wulinme, 
Michal Burns, 
Bonj min Roynor, 
Cornetiua ILarit, 
Mairles Hicks, 
William Cintis, 
Boyainin Bai tis, 
Taattc Denton, 
Samuol Lungdon, 
Josoph Budsall, 
John Jackson, 
Isiaol Rugora, 
David Jackson, 
Bonjamin Wowlott, 
Josoph Mewlott, 
Gooi go Howlett, 
Toxnph Kissa, 
Honry Jookson, 
Thonius Hutehina, 
‘Willian Johnson, 
Samuol Johnson, 
Jorommal Hatching, 
Dorrik Bei ger, 
Willium Shutford, 
Hopo Milly, 
Sumuel Yan Wyck, 
John Towlett, 
Darius Allon, 
Miohiael Wookos, 
John Allon, 
Baruch Allon, 
Robort Lawronco, 
D, Lawrenco, 
Ienry Highio, 
‘Thong Thorn, 
Tannc Ditmas, 
Nathaniol Siylor, 
Hendrlok Fimmons, 
Willium 7 
David Coldon, 
Jabez Woodruff, 
‘Thomus Willett, 
Philip Piatt, 
Nicholas Townsond, 
Gilbort Snedickor, 
Douwe Ditmars, 
Paul Amerman, 
John Polhemus, 
John Wiggins, 
Willism Valontino, 
Rom Romsan, 
John Ronson, 
Goorga Fives, 
Jacob Donn, 
John Foster, 


Aury Byom, 
Btojinon 4d Tishio, 
Daniel Romaen, & 
Whitohoad Fiold, 
Thomas Inlet, 
Douw Van Dino, 
Honry Woolloy, 
John Ambarman, 
Peter Mills, 
’Charlos Willett, 
Jobn Snodicker, 
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Garret Doyland, 
Elbort fHongland, 
Johannos Snodoker, 
William Pitt, 


Josoph Weokes, 
Townsend Weokos, 
Caleb Underhill, 
Solomon Powoll, 
Baruch Undorhill, Ponn Weokes, 
Danial Allon, Obndiuh Valontino, 
David Youngs, Jun., John Talman, 
Goorgo Wookos, Jun., Jolin Matin, 
ftdimund Wooks, John Hegman, 
John Logross, Tunis Covert, 
David Corseboom, Cornolius Riorson, 
Daniol Yun Vols, —_Willinm Moufort, 
Robert Valontine, Folix Fowler, 
Adiian Schancl, Jonathan Fish, 
John Feat, Samuel Milla, 
Thomas Fioet, Jacob Adrianco, 
Benjamin Dulin, John Boorum, Elbort Adrianoa, 
Danial Llowlott, John Hawlott, Isuac Raynor, 
‘Theodous Van Wyck, Sanmol Woekos, John Dunbar, 
Gilbert MeCoun, Ganit Noorstiundt, — Nathaniol ‘Townsend, 
Daniel Noorsirandt, John Schonelt, William Cornoll, 
Isaac Romson, Potor Scott, Josoph Dunbar, 
Abraham Romsen, Augustin McCoun, « Cornolius Rapiljo, 
‘Thamag Dorland, Justus MoCoun, Wugh Ifblmos, 
Bonjamin ‘Vradwell, Samuol Townsend, — Elia Dorlin, 
Thomas Smith, Jun, Poter Wannal, Son,, Tanne Raptijo, 
Tanne Smith, Stephon ILendricksan, John Suydam, 
Dayid Potorron, Donivl Kirby, Christo hor Romesn, 
Rishud Townsond, ‘Tunis Van Cott, Jucol Lond, 
Richard Smith, James Van Valson, George Brinkorhoff, 
Bonojuh Bedlo, Simoon Hanxhmet, Tohud Boygan, 
Potor Titus, Jun, Jolin Sunda, Jun., Petor Bergan, 
Banjamin Smith, ‘Thomas Uondrickson, Jamoa Marr, 
Jovoph Tull, Jun, John Ney Caspor Spring Stoon, 
Nohowiah Samimis,  Prealus MoCoun, Mastin Rapolyo, 
Joha Simonson, Potor Underhill, Savobue Riker, 
Lawia Davenport, Riohurd MacCoun, Samuel Mooro, (and 
with reluctance.) 


Josoph Hull, 
William Cock, 
Samuel Tiedwell, 
Janos Smith, 
John Unushurst, 
Stephan Cock, 
Lovi Cock, 
George Rhondes, 
Thomas Cock, 
Baront Snodickor, 
Samuol Carman, 
Benjamin Loater, 
Josoph Pottit, 
Benjamin Waters, 
Sumuol Pottit, 
Daniel Whitehead, 


ee 


OATH SUBSCRIBED BY SUNDRY INVIAWITANTS OF QUREN’S 
COUNTY, NEW-YORK, 
Jamaion, on Long-Lsland, January 19, 1776, 
We, tho subscribers, in the presence of Almighty God, 

do most solomnly and sincerely swear, that tho fire-arms, 
side-arms, powder and lead, we respectively delivered up 
to Colonal Zleard, and his party, or by them tuketstiém us, 
aro all the fire-arms, side-rrms, powder and leadgthat be« 
long to us, or that are in our possession or power ihd that 
wo have not destroyed, concealed, or otherwise dlsposed of, 
any of our said arms or ammunition, in order to evado ov 
obstruct the execution of Colonel Ifeard’s ordeis from the 
Continental Congress, for disurming the inhabitants of 
Queen's County, on Long-Island, who are disaffected to 
the opposition now making in lmertea against Ministerial 
tyranny. 


Janno Amborman, Jr. John Remaon, 
Ram Ronen, 
William ‘Thurston, 
Franoly Davenport, 
Sumuol Davonport, 
Samnol Donton, Hzokiol Matthowa, 
Jacob Stringham, Rock Smith, 
Richard Sinith, Jounthan Smith, 


Joseph Ruinor, 
Cornolius Jackson, 
Willinin Goldor, 


Juhe Birdaall, Valentine H, Potors, 
Bdward prente Corman Rushmero, 
Nehomiah Coltins, — Cliristian Snedioker, 


Obndinh Smith, 
Samuel Pottit, 
Isaac Snodiakor, 
Silvanus Bodoll, 
John Mlaworth, 
Goorga Wookos, 
Bonjamin Trodwoll, 
James Whaloy, 
Danie! Pino, 
Coinolius Miller, 
John Southard, 
John Elolmes, 
Willum Langdon, 
David Bedoll, 


Petor Jonos, 
Joshua Smith, 
Samnal Sonman, 
Samuol Birdeoll, 
Ludium Smith, 
John J. Troup, 
Joshua Mills, 
Potor Nostrandt, 
Luko Nostrandt, 
Jonathan Rowland, 
Joxsph Gaulier, 
Willan Goder, 
Igane Bonnet, 
Obuliah Mills, 
Luke Burgon, Bonjamia Smith, 
@badinh Hanchman, John Marvin, 
Nicholas Vanarsdalen, Elijah Rainor, 
Matthias Lamberson, Phillp Thorno, 
Simon Lambortson, Jacob R&inor, 
John Nostranidt, Jonah Valentino, 
‘Timothy Cornell, Juno Smith, Rock, 
Loflort Lefforts, John Romson, 
Amadis Rhondes, Samuol Stringham, 
Goorge Riorson, Richard Wiggina, 
Martin Riorson, Flower Hulso, 
Pater Riorson, William Gritman, 
Solomon Pool, Miohnel Golder, 
Israol Soaman, Wilham Stiles, 
Stephen Callas, Jucoh Poters, 
Oliver Birdsall, Daniel Marray, 
Parmenss Jackson, Bonjamin Roynor, 
Salomon Southaid, Solomon Symonda, 
Johunnas Van Cols, Tr. Incob Bedell, 
Zobulon Seaman; John Seaman, 

1 


Bonjamin Hogomnn, 


John Lamberson, Son, Jacumuah Valontino, 


Samuol Carman, 
Bonjamin Lostor, 
Josoph Pottit, 
Bonfamin Watora, 
Daniel Whitshaad, 
Bonjamin Duilin, 
Bonjamin 'Trodwell 
Thomas Smith, J. 
Teano Sinith, B 
Bonjanin Smith, 
Jouoph Tuli, 
John Simonson, 
Nohominh Samtnis, 
Anron Van Noratrandt, 
Josiaa Kattan, 
Josoph Budoll, 
Isaac Saamon, 
Thoodorns Van Wyck, 
Daniel Van Volsor, “ 
Robort Villentinog 
Adrian Schoneky , ys t 
‘Thomas Flest, 
Garrat Van Noflrahdt, ° 
Gurret Noordatrandt, 
John Schonck, 
Poter Scott, 
Augustin MoCoun, 
Justus MeCoun, 
William Hooglund, 
Jolm Amarman, 
Stophon Robbing, 
Nicholas Van Cott, 
William MeCoun, 
Nicholas Schonek, 
Simon Losea, 
‘Thomas Ludlum, 
Witham Wilson, 
Jacob Borloll, 
Riolurd Maygon, 
Jucab Van Noristrandt, 
Davig Cosaeboom, 14 + 
Jabn Walorg, a 
Samuel Forsdalli 3 
eeacrine 
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Thomas Soaman, 
William Spragg, 
Sylvanus Boaglo, 
John Mott, 

Jomoa Birdsall, 
John Apia : 
Teraol Smith, 
Vlijah Wood, 
Amos Powoll, 
Wiliam Pidgeon, 
Tuko Wldvod, 
Jamea Burtis, 
Nathaniel Coombes, 
Hozokinh Pensall, 
Joseph Oldfield, 
John Thusten, 
Michaol Duniott, 
Potor Lasoo, 
Thomas Combes, 
Suuuol Smith, 
Potor Bond, 

John Coontbes, 
John Iligbio, 
‘Limothy Flowor, 
Abraham Demott, 
Bonjamm [owlott, 
Jomos Southard, 
Richard Brewor, 
Tara 1 Carman, 
Amus Smith, 


Samuol Mott Cornell, Potor Wannal, Sen, 
Samuct Wood, Stephon Mondrickeon, 
dJool Reynor, Danicl Kinby, 
Chaitos Cornwell, — Jumes Van Valson, 
homts [uchins, "Thos. Hendrickson, 
Suniel Johnson, John Doty, 
William Johnson, Proalus McCoun, 
Jacamiah [Tatohings, Richard MacCoun, 
Samuel Cu mar, Douek Bergor, 
John Ranar, Willinm Shatfuid, 
A, Soabury, Topo Mills, 
Hlijah Sproge, Houry Woolley, 
Elgah Borpor, John Ambotmun, 
James Eldeid, Potor Mills, 
Amos Ralner, Cornoling Witlet, 
Uriah Platt, John Snrdivkon, 
Jonathan Sarin, Garrat. Darla, 
Willian Rashmore, Abraham Lawrence, 
John Rushmore, D, Lawrenco, 
Abraham Wattson, Nathaniel Sigler, 
Goorga Duryoa, Isnae Ditm irs, 
Jolin Cock, David Coldon, 
Nloseph Ludlum, Jubsz Woodiuft, 
Teny Endium, Jr 'Phomas Willett, 
John ‘Tredwall, Danio! Romaen, 
William Hall, Douw Van Dine, 
Joseph Hall, Cornotiug Rapp tio, 
William Cook, Damol Rapoljo, 
Daniel Nooratrandt, Martin Rapelyo, 
Isang Remsen, Cugper Spring Steon, 
Samuol Place, Gilbort MeConn, Jacobus Riker. 
Pourson Langdon, Alaham Remaon, — John Suydam, 
Arohbald Langdon, Daniel Youngs, Christophor Ramsnn, 
fijal Cornell, John Von Norsteandt. Georgo Brinkerholl, 
Mouea Cornoliug, Cornolius Moogland, Richard Bui gor, 
Win. Van Norastrandt, Thomas Goings, James Mur, 
William Gornoll, Robert Allon, Samuol ‘Vownsond, 
Silvoater Biddle, ‘Wmothy ‘litus, Tunas Walters, 
William Smith, Rock, Absalom ‘ownsond, Albert Coles, 
Toby, Smith, Rock —ducob Exmbortsan, — Obadiah Liwronco, 
'Towneand Jackson, Simonds Verity, Daniel Albor son, 
“Thomas Sounan, Benjamin Fish, Joxeph Woolcas, 
Thoms Juckson, David Ludlow, John Ftast, 
Samuel Carman, Joroph Doty, Baruch Underhill, 
Jacob Juakson, Rohert Sutton, Solanon Powell, 
Joshug,Birdaull, Tenas Pottit, Danial Allon, 
Lawretiéo Fish, Josoph Thorne, Daniel Youngs, Aan, 
John Pratt, Jonathan Cornolius, Goorgo Wookoa, Jr, 
John Huyiand, Charlos ILieks, Ftnond Woekos, Jr, 
'Thémas Birdsall, Cornohus [larte, John Logross, 
John Duryso, Willian Burtis, John [owlatt, 
Polham Sands, Bonjumin Burtiv, Michnol Woekoy, 
Nicholua Ludlum, Isaue Douton, Philip Plat, 
Johantea Covert, Joseph Birdsall, Garret Bnedicker, 
Thoms Fouthmby, John Jackson, Douwo Ditmas, Je, 
Daniol Hondrickson, Israal Rogers, Paul Amorman, 
ond. Wandriokson, Josuph Howlett, John Palhomus, 
Willian Covort, Georgo Howlott, Rom Remson, 
Stephan Willis, Joseph Kissum, Joh Romaon, 
, Stophan Rowall, Honry Jackson, Jugob Doun, 
Mehayd Groon, Sanwol Tredwoll, Jolin Fostor, 
ty in + Jamo Smith, Auy Burom, 
A Srlth, John Hauxhurst, Johatnis Snodookor, 
Dariol Abrams, Lovi Caagck, William Pitt, 
Hijoh Smith, Goorgo Rhoados, Stophon Irigbio, 
Ponn Waskoa, Samuel Mille, Joseph Dunbnr, 
John Maitin, Jacob Adriance, Nathuniel Townsond, 
{unis Covort, 
Wiinm Monfort, 





Bibort Adriunco, William Cornel. 


We, Samuel Clowes and John Polhemus, do acknow- 
ledge ourselves to be indebted to Colonel Nathaniel Heard, 
in the sum of five hundred Pounds, New-York money, to 
be paid to the said Nathaniel Heard, his executors, adini- 
nistrators or assigns, and for the payment thereof, we bind 
ourselyes jointly and severally, and our heirs, firmly, by 
these presents to the said Nathaniel Heard, 

Sealed with our seals, dated this 29th day of January, 
1776. 

The condition of this obligation is such, that if the above- 
said Samuel Clowes, shall, and do surrender bimself up to 
the said Nathaniel Heard, at Jamaica, in Queen’s County, 
on Tuesday, the 30th instant, then the above obligation to 
be void, otherwise in full force. 

wt S. Crowes, [seat.] 

aa Jéun Pounenus, [seau.] 
Sculed nd delivered in the presence of, 

Az. Dontam, 

Joun Kissa, 


tun 
COLONEL MOYLAN 0 THE GENERAL COURT OF MASSACHU- 
ee * SETTS-BAY, 
* Cambridge, January 26, 1776, 


Sm: I'am desired by his Excellency to know from you, 
what mode he is to make use of, previous to his drawing 
for the money this Province has been pleased to offer to 
advance him, for the use of the United Colonics. Your 
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pointing out the same to him will he complied with. I 
have the honour to be, sir, yours, &¢., 

Srepuen Moynan, 
To the Honourable James Warren, Esq., Speaker, &c. 


[erncrat wasninGron] To WILLIAM BARTLETT. 
Cambrtdgo, January 26, 1776, 
Wrote him that Captain Ayres would have the command 
of a schooner to be fitted out, in order to supply the place 
of such whose cruises may be out, and to give Captain 
Ayres every assistance he can. 


To William Bartlett, Esq., Beverly. 


To the Donourable the Council of the Colony of Massa- 
cuusvrts-Bay: ‘ 
Roading, January 26, 1776, 
Honounanie Gentiemen: It being genetally reported 
that a number of warlike vessels are to be fitted for sea for 
the protection of our tade, likewise to take, seize, and de- 
stioy, all enemies to the liberties of America, gs it is not 
doubted but that a number of gentlemen will make appli- 
cations to your [onours, we beg leave to reconsmend Mr, 
John Lambert, a gentleman who lias follawed the seas for 
fourteen years past, whose character in private life has béen 
unexceptionable, and his publick conduct merits the esteem 
of all the friends to America, “> 
We are your Wonouts’ most obedient, humble sefvants, 
Davin Green, ‘ 
Bensawin Honnun, Lieutenant- Colonel, 
Isnant Lorconinsan, Colonel. 
Juneau O'Buinn, Captain of the Machias 
Privateer. ‘ 
Joun Brooks, Major of Nineteenth Reg’ t. 
Navuantt Banorr, 
Ante Rupnoox, 2d 
Canes Prentioe, Cleris First Parish, 
Reading. 
Joun Goonwin, Captain. 
Joseru Bayant, Jn, 
Bersamin Brown, 
Jacon Ennnson, 


Selectmen and 
Committee of Cor- 
Joun Huron, JE caiplea ie 
Jonas Parken, own of Reading. 
Evenezen Franors, Captain, + ; 
Brnsamin Kinnana, Captain 
Ewoon Purnan, Captain, 
Narnaninn Oniven, Surgeon’s’Mate, +. 

Twenty-Seventh Regiment, * 


tat 
a7 


GENERAL SULLIVAN TO NEW-HAMPSHIRG ASSEMBLY. 
Winter -Hill, January 26, 1776. 

May rr prease your Tonouns: I havo this day had 
the pleasure of seeing the worthy gentlemen you were 
pleased to appoint as a Committe, They telloved, ne 
much, when they informed me that you had yotéd to ad- 
vance the money for the new regiment, and tifat you 
approved of my plan for raising it, which, by information 
received before, J thought was not the case. 1 had not time 
before, nor have 1 even novwy, to assign all the reasons for — 


such an attempt, one weighty reason was, that all the new 


‘a ; a 
troops that come in are bound to pay a tax to the climate“. es 
by sickness ; this the present Militia have gone throughjendy# 
therefore, will much better endure the severitiés of the 
next campaign. I hope to have a great part of the regi- 
ment from those, but lest a deficiency should happen, I 
obtained leave to furlough some officers for the purpose of 
inlisting some in the country. 

I have now no doubt upon my mind about the comple- 
ting the regiment by the timo, since you have been kind 
enough to advance the month’s pay. This money, I entreat 
youpto put into the hands of Major Cofin, that | fie, 
forward it to Waldron and Chesley, as ron sles 
and J will be answerable for the disbursements.alte the 
regiment is on the ground, Shall send ayouk glist eof the 
men and officers, and beg youog “eattimigsions, 
and in this and every other ma cheerfully ac- 
quiesce in your determinatjon, anc yself to obey 


any of your commands, . 






= . 
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Gentlemen, Lam with much respect, your most obedient 
servant, Joun Sunrivan, 
To the Honourable General Assembly of New-EHampshire. 


_— 


WILLIAM WATSON To GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
. Plymouth, January 26, 1776, 

Sin: This, per express, comes to inform your Excellen- 
cy that Commodore Manly took, yesterday, off Cohasset- 
Rocks, after an hour's engagement, (having one man wound- 
ed in the breast, not dangerous,) two ships from /Phite- 
Haven, bound for Boston,* laden with sea-coal, potatoes, 
&«.,, enclosed are bills of lading, 

Your Excellency will please to direct in what manner [ 
shall conduct with these vessels. The prisoners will be 
treated with kindness, and will be sent forward to-morrow. 
Jam getting the ships to the wharf, and shall securo tho 
small atticles from pillerers, who frequently infest vessels 
in these circumstances. I congratulate your xcellency 
on this reiterated instance of Commodore Manly’s success, 
and:wish sincerely that all the servants of the American 
Republick were equally industrious with Manly, 

Tam, most yespectfully, your Uxcelleney’s most obedient, 
much obliged, very humble servant, 

Wintiam Warson. 
To His Excellency General Pashington. 

N. B. The express brings all the pnpers taken in the 
ships. 

P.S. Lwould acquaint your Excellency that the en- 
gagemont referred to in my letter, was with a tender of 
eight guns, and fall of men, which had these ships under 
gonvoy, which circumstance { forgot to mention through 


bupry + Yours as before, Winutast Watson. 
‘To His Excellency General Mashington. 


COSMOPOLITAN, NO, VI, 


Lo the Inhabitants of the Aumncan Colonies: 
It has been asked, What was become of Cosmopoli- 
fan? What of his promise, that a further catnlogne of 
Vices, which blackens the escuteheons of an LJutchinson, 
and gives him a plenitude of infamy, should be the subject 
ofsome future number? The reasons of that engagemont, 
and the motives for its present performance, are of a simi- 
lar nature. Tiuth is his object, freedom bis wishes, and 
sengonable, manly exertions the scope of all bis lucubra- 
tions, [shall not attempt to traco tho vestiges that mark 
tho character of our hero hom carly to moro advanced life: 
this would+ be both tedious and ‘uscless. As a child of 
ambition, and tninted with avarice, T might describe him a 
wretched compound of plausibility and hypocrisy, shrewd- 
nosy and wonknoss, cordiality and deceit, extravaganey and 
ropacity, artifice and sophistry, in those very Departments 
in whigh, ho ‘Was placed hy tho mistake of his countrymen, 
and ig Which he dazzled Itis frionds by n blaze of countor- 
foit virtues, But the event has proved what many sus~ 
pocted, that he was then cankored at heart. From a vain 
Conaeit, and an arrogant superciliousness, they suspected 
the dark, ovafty, and designing inbabitant within, and pre- 
saged that great duplicity and treachery lurked in an un- 
common complaisant, simpering phiz. His abilities, to do 
him justice, though not of the greatest size, were sufli- 
ciently ample. Had they been employed in the servico 
"of his,country, the cause of virtue, and the support of 
‘liberty, he had been respected, and raised monuments to 
hismemory, But a prostitution of the faculties of tho 
‘ he Pebruary 1, 1176,— Last Thursday morning Caplain 
Minty Gairig of 0 crniga in the Bay discovorod a ship a loaguo or two 
Weouthoust of Boston hight-houso; he immodiutely gave chaso to, and 
took, hor within ight of tho ships in Boston hurbour. Ho thon ataod 
for a snow, which ho sapied off Cohessat, and soon coming up to hor, 
sho stiuok to him without hesitution. Just aa Captain Manly had man- 
nod his last prize, & achoonar of elght carriage guna, *vith many ai. 
vols, and ful} of mon, donvoylig twa Hutlo provision Vossaly fron LZali~ 
Juz, cao up, and began an ongagomont with Captain Manly, but boing 
aoon convinearl of her error, she shouted off for ‘Boston, Captain Maaly 
wonid undoubtedly hayp taken her also, with the two provision vessels, 
had not hia crow, (which wag at first much short of tho complemant,) 
heon weakened by manning. ie two prizes, In tho ongagamont his 
gunner was wounded, and hidtigging sondthing damaged. Wo haya 
nothadid what loss tho cnemy sustained, Both of the prizes, which 
wore loadod with coal from Whitehaven, in England, Captain Manly 
got eafe into Plymouth tho onsuing night. , 

be 
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head has rendered the qualities of his heart the moro for- 
midable, the more 10 be hated and despised, His pervor- 
sion of private confidence and abuses of publick trust are 
whot every man of honont despises, and every lover of his 
country is bound to execrate. I doubt whether those who 
have been the most distinguished by the sunny beams of 
bis beneficence, and drank the largest fiom the cup of ser 
vility, have any reason for bencdictions. THis talents were 
well cajeulated to take hold on minds cast in the mould of 
an easy credulity, and of thoso of a grasping and grappling 
complexion. By the insinuation of address, by a feigned 
sanclity of manners, and an hypooritical gravity of deport. 
ment, he practised upon those who could not fathom the 
dak train of his laboured dissimulations, By the prof. 
fored charms of the insclence of office, and the sweets of 
increasing emolument, he fettered the souls of the aspiring 
and the avaricious, and chained them, fast to his measures, 
Thus had be paved the way for opening that tragical scene 
jn which all America is interested. Pollution, and the 
expinded influence of the yenal, were his means, and 
slavery his object. 

Jo my thid number, to which this is an appendix, E as- 
serted that America had for several years been trembling 
under the 10d of oppression; that her neck had been 
galled by the yoke, and her spirits greatly depressed 5 that 
the shackles have been forged, and even put upon our 
hands, though unriveted; that we have enjoyed little more 
than tho formality, without the real essence of liberty ; 
that andor the habits of regularity, real anarchy, confusion, 
and concealed abominable tyranny, bad made an amazing 
progress; that the condition of way, the consequence of nn 
independency, that no situation can Le more depressing 
to the spirits of freemen, than tho state wo have been in, 
Tustances were (hen adduced to evines the assertions, Tn 
obedicnee to the voico of the publick, the calls from the 
Congress, | now add to their number, and ask pnce more 
{ov the attention, patience, and candour of my abused, 
wretchedly nbused, countrymen, i 

Whion riches and Jawless domination aro matlewhe stan- 
dard of good and evil, the object of pursuit, ABM the idol 
of the times, the Prince and his Court are seized with the 
inluction, The strength of Government, the force of the 
Tronsury, and (ho arts of minions, are perverted to turn 
subjects into property, and to command their possessions 
for profit or fir pleasure. Military foree is employed to 
extort, ingenuity, policy, and frawd to decoy and seduce, 
or the hire of tho vena), the wages of prostitution, to buy 
an accossion to thoir interest. Hence is (says a great 
Cout writer) the speedy change of Governoors, which 
obliges those temporary tyrants to ba more expeditious 
and rapacious, that they may accumulate sufficient wonlth 
before they give place to their hungry successors, Mado 
by their master with a separate interest, they have been 
strangers to tho cheoks of tha governed, the direction of 
law, tho rastrictions of justice, the confidence of the 'pedpla, 
and tho welfayo of the community, Rapacity and instrijc- 
tions have been their predominant motives. Nor’ is it 
strange that, under the sway ofa ncedy dependant, whose 
errand is tho reparation of a ruined, or the acquisition of a 
needed fortung,a quarrel for the extension of preiogatives, 
anda pillering of rights, the oppressor and the oppressed 
should form the only division in the Stata. @ night 
Hlustate this by the petty tyranny of a Barnard, inllu- 
enced by his plotting insidious successor, The then polity 
was the mere practice of :apine to enrich intlividuals ; 
chartered prerogatives the forms of peculation to rob the 
publick ; commerce too much a system of snares and-impo- 
sitions; legislation, by turns, feeble and divided, oruel and 
oppressive 3 and the mectipgs of the Assemblies little more 
than a quarrel between their several branches, and the 
mete conception of necessary Jaw, which, by the barbmity 
of the instructed Egyptian, was sure to dio o featus. The 
bridle of despotism was put into our jaws, and a military 
force threatened to chill our feelings and benumb our spi- 
rits. Restrictions and impositions on trade, with fines and 
forfeitures, were multiplied for the emolument of a Goyer- 
nour and Admiralty-Judge, a Commissioner, ora wretched 
informer: aod even these profits accumulated, and plunder 
increased by compositjons, biibery, and intrigue. These 
animals have been the ingessant drains to our wealth and 
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This was the poriod in which the presont stain to hu- 
manity, the detestation of America, paved his way to the 
first seat of magistiacy, by showing a head :eplete with 
dangerous designs to his Seem ty an inveterate hatred 
to the rights of civil society. cll educated in the Aa- 
chiavelian school, he begun his oxalted career flushed with 
the expectation of ceitain success, [is reveing disciples 
were exccedingly docile under his culture, ‘The lessons 
he taught them may be learned from his lets. Tho 
schemes that he laid were as deep as the centie, and as 
black as they were deep. lis accession to the chair filled 
many an honest heart with anxious concern, and almost 
every discerning head with a vigilant distrust. While con- 
gratulatory addresses were cooked up to his delicate taste 
by the deceiving and deceived, the Representatives of the 
peaple nobly spurned at the fawning servility, and pro- 
posed, in its stead, an address of condolence for the mis- 
fortunes of their country. This was vory humiliating to 
one who so eagerly daiphed at the empty trash or unmerit- 
ed applause. His sublimated system began gradually to 
ay from under its mask. The supreme inherent right of 
Parliament was totully denied. How to establish it, and 
punish its bold (and, to be sure, its traitorous) opposers, 
was his unwearied study. For the latter, the penalties of 
a premunire were thought an adequate measure.* The 
man who had the aupaalleled presumption to deny that 
himself, his wife, his childien, his property, his life, his 
consetonco, and his vory all, were at the entire disposal, 
and hound in all casas whatsoover by the subjects of” 
Great Britain, was to be put out of tha protection 
of the Jaw, his lands and tenements, goods and chat- 
tels forfeited to the King, and his body to remain in 
prison at tho King’s pleasure, or during life. Tho former 
was to he eflected by disguising, abusing, twisting, oxtend- 
ing, and perverting the prerogatives of the Crown and the 
right of yogulating trade, as founded upon the consent of 
the Colonies, From these premises was deduced his 
pitiful poliags Those materials formed one of his infernal 
engines, With these instruments he was detcimined to 
coerce the nauscous dose. ‘The prostituted hand of Royal 
prerogatives was sorely pressed on every side, The 
gripings of this ho expected would blunt our senses, and 
rondor us unfecling to the Jess obvious weight of Parlia- 
mentary pressure, We wore to be familiarized to acts of 
Parliament, by constant and abominable expansions of tho 
regulating power, By a pious, fraudulent dolusion the 
principle was to be established. And then its exertions 
fwere'too wanton in all thoir rigour, ‘The experimont was 
tried: it failed of success. The Americans, says tho Eu. 
ropean Cicero, augur misgovernment fiom principle, and 
snufl tho approach of tyranny in every tainted breath, In 
the meantine, whole Colonies wore to be annihilated, and 
swallowed up by thir reluctant neighbours; Constitutions 
prostrated, and Charters puffed away. roils, conten- 
tions, disoords, and animosities were to bo inorensed be« 
tween Colony and Colony, and their attendants, rancour 
and revenge, maintained and cherished in every quartet. 
For the fomenting of the one, and food for the other, the 
Venavolent, tho humane, and the sanctified Mr. Ehuichinson 
pledged his most engaging genius, Tho following aro 
words taken from his published Jotters: “I wish every 
éther Government may desert us, and that we may go to 
quarrelling one Government with another. J think,” says 
he, under the conscious intoxication of his matchless genius, 
“T could find bones to throw among them, to continue 
contention, and prevent a renewal of their union.”” 

A-strangor to the comforts of unsullied purity, deaf go 
the voiga Of honest sincerity, hot in the pursuit of honour 
and wealtl} fonnented by the sight of American liberty, 
he Was dafermined to sap her ‘foundation by his insidious 
wiles, or Peadious isttatagems. ‘Thosa failing, his next 
resort wag by open storm. Determined as he was, at any 
rate, that sooner or later she should strike to the displayed 
banner of despotick sway, ho opened his doors to Court 
adulators, and his ear to his servile minions. Together 
they formed heir plans, and hugged the expectations of 
viotously wantoniig on the spoils of the subjugated. ‘To- 
gether they tura their backs on virtue and the tenderest 
ties of the social connexion, The misfortunes and pains 

* Vide his Loftore, 3 
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of their bleeding country nourish their suspended souls, 
and sooth their tedious toils, The menaces of tyrants, 
arns and bayonets, racks and tortures, gibbets and halters, 
lords and manors, masters and vassals, are the sweet, ani« 
mating topicks of their confidential communion. In the 
rapturous enjoyment of these delicious morsels, f shall 
leave them for the present, and produce, for their increas- 
ing consolation, a line or wo from Zw ipides: 

# God hates tho violent, commanding all 

To liye on what their honest pains procure, 

And not to foed thoir wants on mutual apolle, 

Oppressars should be banished human race, 

Unworthy of the name, Ono common Elonyon 

Gives light und air to man; ono earth a acat, 

Ascono of industry, whero all may strive 

To raise thor stock, and apread their fortunos wido; 

But not to rob, or force the publick rights.” 


D, SANTERRE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Capo St, Domminiquo, January 27, 1776. 


My Gennrat: I am a French officer, First Captain of 
my regiment, I have served twenty-four years. I have 
been in Germany all the last war. When I thought to 
have reaped the fiuits of my long service and my fatigue, 
I have been most cruelly used by a puissant chief, against 
whom J have it not in my power to take my revenge, I 
have demanded justice. Tutrigue, money, and the *great 
credit of my adversary, have rendered my complaints af no 
effect. I have quitted, forever, a country where J have 
experienced such heart-breaking vexations. 

pray you, my General, to let me know whether you 
will grant me aa asylim, and, in your service, I will devote 
to your nation my blood, and the little fortune which I can 
pluck fiom the greedy hands which persecute me. 1 will 
serve your country with all that zeal and fidelity which you 
have a right to expect from an officer, whom honour has 
been the only cause of his misfortunes. 

Give me, my General, the power, the glory, to die in 
defence of your Jaws and your liberty, I will become one 
of your citizens, 1 will, with pleasure, seal with my blood 
this title which [ now solicit from you. {f the war should 
spare me, I will finish my days amongst your countrymen, 
to whom I make account of attaching myself by the most 
sacrod tits, 

J burn to open the next campaign with you, nor do I 
dosivo that you will put the least confidence in me, until I 
havo, in the field of battle, deserved it. 

Lam, with profound respect, my Genoral, your inost 
obediont, and most humble servant, * 

D. Sanrenre, 
First Captain of the Regiment of Martinique, 


To tho General of the Confederated Provinces of Neto 
Lingland, 


— 


VIRGINIA COMMITTEE OF SATETY 'FO COUNCIL OF SAVETY OF 
MARYLAND. 
In Committoo of Safot a Viigini 
January 27, 1 & 


Gentinwen: As wo aro so closely connected, by incli- 
nation as well as interest, our siluation strongly points out 
the propriety of attending to the operations which may be 
necessary for ott mutual defence. We are desirous of es- 
tablishing, and keeping up, a constant intimafe correspon- 
dence with you. a 

We think it proper to inform you, that we have. xestl ved” 
to build, for the protection of the Potomack-River ‘two 
rowegallies, one of them to carry: one twenty-four- pounder, 
the other a twelye-pounder, and both swivels; also, three 
vessels, carrying, one of them, four six-pounders and some 
four-pounders, the other two vessels four-pounders and 
swivels, 

We do not conceive this adequate to the importance of 
that great river, but we have three other rivers, to whloh 
we iflust extend the like cao; and, as your Provinee is 
equally interested in the safety of Potomack- Riverg, se 
could not doubt it would be the wish of your body-to ‘par- 
ticipate in its protection. nes 

Our determination on this heutl jg yet"ubject-to altera- 
tion, and we shall cheerfully consul fadvigewith you 

\ \ 
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on this, or any olher subject conducive to the interest of 
both, and to our mutual defence. 
We are, with great respeet, your most humble servants, 

Joun Paon, Vice-President. 
Duniey Diaces, 
Joun Tar, 
P. Cannineron, 
Tuomas Wanker, 
Janes Mercer. 


To the Honourable Committee of Safety. 


COLONEL SMALLWOOD TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 
Annapolis, January 27, 1776. 

Genrurmen: J observe the gentlemen of the Conven- 
tion have allowed the soldiers as a uniform, bunting-shirts, 
but no spatterdashes, which rendeis the rogimentals incom~ 
plete; this thoy certainly have not adverted to, otheiways 
nm persuaded they must have seen the impropriety of al- 
lowing one and not the other, for you must be sensible that 
clean spatterdashos as well as hunting-shirts, must cover a 
multitude of blemishes in the dress and appearance of the 
regiment, which 1 would most eanestly wish to appear as 
respectable, and to become as formidable as might be, un- 
der our present disadvantagcous situation respecting mili- 
tary matters; this, therefore, I hope you will take under 
consideration. Ftaticr myself, ag the oxpense will be tri- 
fling, you will be induced to purchase ns much osnaburghs, 
or (what will bo much better, if to be had,) Russia shect- 
ing as will answer this purpose. 

J know the publick business is vory pressing, and that 

‘on will ba much engaged, yet L must _entreat you to pur 
chase what cloths are to be fad in Baltimore, suitable for 
soldiers’ clothing; also, sail-duclt, for tents. The mon 
inlisted must be very bare, as the Captains are continual 
pressing me to know how they are to bo furnished with 
clothes, urging that they cannot march them to their station 
till clad. 

Tawenching tools, &., imagine may bo made hore at 
any timo. 

I think you must judge it essentially necessary to request 
Mr. Johnson, or some other of our Congress members, to 
write General Washington to send us a good Adjutant or 
two, for the use of the Province in general, who, as an en- 
couragement, might be allowed more than the common 
wages, 

_ Lam, with much diftidence, gentlemen, your very obe- 
djeat, humble servant, W. Suineweons 


To the Honourable the Council of Safety. 


COLONEL 87. OLAIR TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Road Janunry $1, 1776.] 
Lanenator, January 27, 1776, 

Sin: On my arrival here, T found the Committee of this 
place, aiid the officers of the Twenty-Sixth Regiment, in 
some dispute, occusioned by one of my officers having in- 
listed 9 Sergeant and a Drummer belonging to that corps. 
The officers had applied to the Committee to order them 
to be dismissed, alleging that the inlisting them was a 
breach of the capitulation. 

It is rathev my sentiment that the inlisting the prisoners 
is improper ; but, as we were much in want of sergeants 
and drums, and had no directions respecting these people, 
and asthe thing was done, 1 put it on this issue, that 
Should write the matter to you, and if the inlistment was 
disapproved of, the men should be returned. 

r it you will please, sir, to inform the Committee of Lan- 
faster, they will acquaint Captain FPaison, with whom the 
rectaitst are. 

{ am, sir, your most obediont, humble servant, 

ioe Anruur $1. Cram. 


To John Hancock, Yisq., President of the Continental 
Congress. : 


’ 


LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Elizabothtown, January 27, 1776. 
Str: My letter to.you of the 24th, from on board of the 

ship Blue-Mountain- Valley, off Amboy, { hope you re- 
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ceived. Tho noxt day we got her into tho Sound, near 

Blazing-Star, whera she grounded; but, by lightening 

hor, we got off agnin yesterday morning, and brought her 

up to Elizabeth- Point, where she now lies, under the care 

of Captain Rogers, in whose charge, for the use of the 
Continental Congress, [ have pat her, and is guarded by a 
detachment of my regiment. I thought it most prudent to 
unbend her sails, and to have her unladon a3 soon as pos- 
sible, and have given directions to have the cargo and 
stores brought into this tawn as soon ag possible, 

Captain Rogers, who was iecommended to me by the 
New-York Committee of Safety, has boen very alert and 
steady throughout this whole allair, is well worthy of the 
confidence they placed in him. 

I would now give a more particular relation of this trans- 
action, but the cold and fatigue [ have been exposed to far 
the last fortnight, has almost got the better of me; it is 
with dificulty I can set up to write this. * 

I shall enclose a copy of the manifest and bill of Inding 
of the cargo of this ship. A strange cargo! And twenty~ 
odd similar ones sailed about the same time. The Captain 
is a brother to George Dempster, Esq.,u valuable friend to 
North- America, in the Uouse of Commons; he is' a sen~ 
sible, genteel young man; all his property (about one hun- 
dred pounds sterling) is on board; a trifle, also, belongs to 
the Mates, I must beg it as a favour of the Congress to 
order me to restore it to then, for they haye all behaved 
extremely well, and were very usofnl to us in working the 

“ship, and tho sailors are now assisting tho soldiers in unla- 
ding her. 

T have great reason to believe that more of these ships 
will come on this const, and try to get into New- Yori. 
Four or six small vessels kopt ready, and in good wenther 
to run between Sandy-LHook and Eyg-Larbour, might 
pick them up, and prevent theiy receiving any assistance 
fiom Captain Parker, : 

Major De Idart returned yesterday from Long-Jsland, 
with the detachment of my regimont, and bas brought me 
four colours of the Long-Island Militia; the arms they took 
they have delivered up to Colonel Heard. 1 shall nok 
a copy of Major De Hart's report to me, 

Jam your most obedient, humble servant, 

Srinuina. 


To the Hononrable John Hancock, Esq, 


Ship Buve-Mouwrarn-Vaucey t—Manifest of her cargo. 
Shipped in London, at different times, as follows ; 


September 26, 1776, twenty-five chaldrons coals; Sep- 
tember 28, fourteen ditto; September 28, fourteen ditto ; 
September 28, nincteen ditto; Sepfember 29, fourteen dit- 
to; September 29, twenty-one ditto. Total, one hundred 
and seven chaldrons. 

October 2, thirty bundles hoops; October 8, porter, 
marked Calvert, seventy butts; October 4, porter, marked 
Calvert, thirty butts. Total, one hundred butts, 

October G, eighteen empty prneheons; October 9, two 
hundred and twenty-five bags beans; October 9, one hun-— 
dred and fifty-six sacks potatoes; October 10, ton casks 
sour-krout; October 10, eighty live hogs; October 11, 
seventeen empty puncheons, 

October 18, completed shi; 
on the voyage to merica, 

Sundry stores of the ship, viz: masts, sails, rigging, e+ 
bles, anchors, &c., quantity uncertain. 

Copy froin the Mate’s books: 


p’s sea-stores and proceeded 
\ 


Srimuing. 


* 


‘ 
EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN NEW-YORK, 
DATED MONTREAL, JANUARY 27, 1776, 
The romnant of our battalion are to hold thémselves in 
readiness, and expect marching orders to-morrow. 

Lam, for some time, to be stationed at the Three Ri- 
vers, some matters being necessary to be settled with the 
Tories, who, in different parts, begin to be insulting sinco 
our late misfortunes at Quebeck, "This makes the third 
visit 1 have had amongst this kind of people. 1 expect 
soon to be called down to Quebech. 

Your old friend, Captain Metz, behaved well in the at- 
tempt to storm, and in the retreat brought up the rear with 
great reputation, Our blockadé at Quebecie is yet main. 
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tained, On the 25th instant, Captain Seaborn, from Mas- 
sachuselts, the first hero that has appeared to our assist- 
ance since the repulse at Quebeck, arrived, with twenty- 
seven men. His arrival had a very good effect, for on the 
morning of the same day was found, at the Church door, 
an anonymous seditious paper, very artfully written, caleu- 
lated to stimulate the inhabitants to rise and cut us all off. 
However, [ believe few of them had as much courage as 
the writer had ingenuity. They are now convinced the 
Lakes are frozen, and think the Bostonians are coming as 
thick as the trees in the woods, The Tories now seem 
quite crest-fatlen. 

Let not one small disaster, among so many noble deeds, 
discourage the Sons of Liberty; especially, considering how 
the small remnant of the Army left before Quebeck dare 
to stand their ground, and form a blockade against that 
almost impregnable fortress. But] perceive it is open over 
head, and with the Melp of God, and a speedy reinforce- 
ment, we shall yet catch the fox in his den. 





GENERAL WOOSTER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 
Montroal, January 27, 1776. 


Sin: Your favour of the 30th November T have just 
received. 

To a man who engages in this glovions struggle from the 
pure principle of love to his country, if he meets with the 
applauses of his countrymen for any services, it must cer- 
tainly give him very sensible pleasure. 

My brethren, in America, were not only entitled to any 
little services 1 may have rendered them, but ever will be 
to iny most strenuous efforts to sarve them, and I shall al- 
ways think myself exceeding happy, and most amply re- 
warded, if they prove successful, 

Long before this reaches you, you will have received 
tho news of the unhappy attack upon Quedbeck. 1 most 
sincerely condole with you for the loss of the brave and 
most amiable General Montgomery, and the rest of the 
brave officers and soldiers who fell gloriously with him. 

Colonel Arnold still keops up the blockade. 1 have 
sont him all the troops that could possible be spared fiom 
this garrison. I should have immediately gone there my~ 
self, but it was thought unadvisable for me, at that time, to 
leave this place, which it was necessary to secure as 9 
retreat. a 

Troops now begin to gome in from the Colonies, and, 
as L have fot matters néarly settled here, I intend, in a 
little time,'to proceed on to Quebeck, 

Wo shall want overy thing; men, money, heavy can- 
non, mortars, shot and shells, and a large supply of pow- 
der, a8 we have not more than‘four tons in the Province. 
J have wrote General Schuyler my sentiments fully, upon 
what may be necessary in carrying on the siege ; also, the 
state of the Province, and what measures have been taken 
in it, which suppose he has communicated. 

To remedy the ayil of sinking so much hard cash in this 
country, I have advised that every article wanted in this 

“country from the Colonies, especially all kinds of ast 
India goods, and liquors, and New-England rum, be 
bronght over the Lakes, which I am convinced may be 
done, and sold lower than what we are now obliged to give. 
‘These, articles may be then paid for in Continental money, 
and that, in my opinion, will go a great way towards giving 
it A currency. . 

Tam, with the greatest esteem and respect, sit, your 


most obedient, humble servant, Davin Woosean 


To_the ‘Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President éf 
. Congress, 

P . 

: GENERAL WOOSTER TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 
; Montroal, Janyary 27, 1776, 

» Dear Sin: Your favour of the 14th instant, with the 
money, was delivered to me by Captain Benson, and the 
other gentlemen. I was very happy to receive the cash, 
which was greatly wanted, and more so, to hear that a 
large reinforcement are coming on; a faw havo already 
arrived ag volunteers, which adds fresh spirits toour men, 
With what, assistance | have already supplied Colonel Ar- 
nold, and the yeeruits which I shall soon send him, I haye 
great hopes he will be able to cdhtinue the blockade till we 
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are prepared to prosecute, vigorously, different measures, 
By what information I have been able to procure, ] fear 
that their provisions will last them till they can be relieved 
in the Spring ; you will, therefore, see the necessity of for- 
warding heavy cannon, moitais, shells, and shot, with a 
large supply of powder. Colonel Ritzema, who will hand 
you this, will inform you how necessary a large supply of 
those things will be to us, in carrying on our operations. 

We have, in this Province, many of the officers of the 
New-Yorle battalions, who are desirous of continuing in the 
service, but their regiments, are broken to pieces; many 
are returned home, and some, when their term of inlist- 
ments were out, inlisted into other corps. I could wish 
that those battalions could be speedily filled up, for which 
purpose £ have consented that Colonel Ritzema should 
proceed to Albany, and thei he will receive your direc- 
tons. 

T have called in most of the commissions which Carle- 
ton had given to the officers of Militia in this part of the 
Province, (that is, down as far as Three-Rivers,) and given 
out new ones, under the Congress. Those who refuse to 
give up their commissions under Carleton, (and I expect 
some will,) I shall consider as enemies to us, and as such 
shall make prisoners of them. JI allow each Parish to 
choose their own officers, which, I find, pleases them much, 
I hope it will be attended with happy consequences, as 
those who take commissions under the Congress will be 
afiaid to desert our cause, arid no principle operates so: 
stiongly upon the minds of the Canadians as fear. J 

YT am, also, about establishing a Committee of Safety in 
this town, which will be, also, a Committee of Correspan- 
dence. They will, by settling a thousand trifling disputes, 
case mo of a very great bunden. But T have something 
further in view: when it is once established in this town, 
pee other places in this eset will be inclined to fol- 
low the example, and by degrees they may possibly be led 
to chooso a Provincial Congress, and, of course, Delegates 
for the Cayginental Congress. 1 confess, to me thera ape 
pears at loast a plausibility in the scheme. What we wish, 
we easily believe. 

J have already wrote you, that I think it of importance 
to send Sutlers into this Province. You are sensible that it 
will ho next to impossible to procuie hard money sufticient 
for maintaining an army here, and I am convinced that 
many articles may be brought over the Lakes, into this 
Province, to great advantage. Will it not, therefore, be 
well to give every possible encouragement for the bringing 
of every article wanted in this Province from tho Coloniés, 
not only for the uso of the Army, but for the people of'tha 
country. Possibly, by that means, we may gain a, cure 
rency for our Continental money. ‘ 

Lexpect, in a little time, to get matters in such a way here 
as to be able to leave this place, when I shall immediately 
proceed to our camp before Quebeck, and can then he un- 
der better advantages to determine what measures to pur- 
SUC. 

Mr, Pelissier, of Three-Rivers, tolls me that ho shall 
not be able to enst any shells for us till the Ist of May. 

Colonol Arnold has not, as yet, sent ne Genonal Mont 
gomery’s letters and papers, When they arrive, I shall 
forward to you all such as are not necessary for the rule of 
my conduct, and shall certuinly take particular care of the 
bagguge of the dear, deceased General, and of your worthy 
Aid-de-camp. ; 

Major Lockwood and Captain Rensselaer desire nq to 
present their respects to you, I have appojnted Captain 
Rensselaer Deputy Mustermastev-General, I foutd that 
it was impossible, consistantly for the good of the service, 
e do any longer without one. Hope it will be approved 
of. ” , 
T am, dear sir, most respectfully, your very humble sere 


vant, ‘Davin Wooster. , 


To Genoral Schuyler. ; 

PeS, I could wish that the Paymaster may be sont.gve 
as quick as possible, as we shall be able to make somelit- 
tle use of Continental money in paying the trogps heres (As 
we sball be obliged to make use of a considenble-part of 
the hard cash now received, in paying sums {hat we have 
borrowed for a few days only, we shglnio-8 vguyshort time, 

A ar oe : 
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Colonel Campbell sent in to Governour Carleton, by the 
flag of truce oiah came out for the prisoneis’ baggage, 
that he would gladly pay the value of Genesal Montgome- 
ry’s watch, if it could be procured, the consequence of 
which was, they sent out the watch without requiring pay, 
and I now send it to you by Colonel Ritzema. 


LEVL ALLEN TO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 
Balisbury, in Connootient, January 27, 1776. 

May rr pieass your Excertency: I have rode some 
hundred miles in consequence of my brother Ethan Allen 
eslaare called Colonel Adfen) being taken piisonor near 

lontreal, 25th September last, waited on your Excellency 
at Uead-Quarteis, in Cambridge, in December last; since 
that waited on General Schuyler, on the same business, 
He read me a paragiaph of your Excellency’s letter, diect- 
ing bia to inquire what was become of Colonel Allen, and 
desiied me, if possible, to got some oyidenco of the treat 
ment he met with after being taken prisoner. Accordingly 
havo spared neither trouble nor cost to accomplish the 
sane. One affidavit only have been able to obtain, which 
here enclose, 

There sis a number of the Ministerial troops in this and 
the neighbouring Colonies, prisoners, but few of them have 
seeh my brother since a prisoner ; only those taken on board 
the Gaspee, brig, and, it is next to impossible to get an 
of theny to say Allen or any other prisoner was used il 
for fear of retaliation, besides they havo been charged by 
Prescott, and all the oflicers, not to mention Allen’s being 
pat in irons on pain of death, 

'The soldier that made the aflidavit here enclosod, was 
very loath, and 1 should not have obtained it, but he had 
praviously dropped words to the same import of tho aflida- 
vit, Lthen brought him before proper authority, and told 
him he tnust declare on oath whether Colonel Allen was 
put in irons or not; then he declared on oath what the afii- 
davit says, at the samo time bogged none prgsent would 
mention his name, 

Have some thoughts of going to England, incognito, alter 
my brothor, but am not positively certain he ig sent there, 
though believe ho is. Beg your Lixcellency will favour me 
with o line, and acquaint me if any intelligence concerning 
him, and, if your Excellency pleases, your opinion of the 
expediency of going after him, and whether your Excel- 
Jency would think proper to advance any money for that 
purpose, as my brother wasn man blessed with more forti- 
tude than fortune. Your Excellency may think, at fist 
thought, I can do nothing by going to Bngland ; 1 {cel as if 
could doa great deal, by raising a mob in London, bribing 
the jailer, or by getting into some servile employment with 
thé jailer, ond over-faithfulness, make myself master of the 
key, ar at least be able ta lay my hand on it some night, 
1 beg your Excellency will countenance my going; can 
muster more than one hundred pounds, my own property ; 
shall regard spending that no more than one copper, 

Your" Excellency must know Allen was not only a bro- 
ther, but a real friend, that sticketh closer than a brother, 
Have two brothers in tho Continental Army, one a Cap- 
tain, the other a Lieutenant—the latter with the army be- 
foie Quebeck, Whether he is there now or with General 
Montgomery, in Teavon, cannot tell, We look up to your 
et as our political father, and head of a great 

eople, 
ie Excellency’s most obedient, ever faithful, and very 


hamble servant, Levi ALLEN 
To His Excellency General Washington. 


s N.B. Wyour Excellency chooses I should wait on you 
-parsonally, C only wait your commands, Cannot live with- 
out going:to England, if my brother is sent there. Beg 
your Excellency will not discover this lettor, lest the ad- 
verse party know my design. 
« 

Unsrer County, ss: ~ . 

Peter Rammon, of lawfal age, testifieth and saith, that 
sometime the latter end of September, or forepart of Octo- 
der last past, he, this deponent, was on board the Gaspee, 
brig, near Montreal, when a man called Colonel Allen was 
brought on boaid, and“put in irons, andcontinued so for 
more-than thirty days, not free from his irons one minute, 
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day or night, to the best of this deponent’s knowledge and 
belief, as this doponent see said Allen often every day, and 
often every night, dming the thirty days and something 
moro, and that said Allen wns very siok during the whole 
time with the yollow-jaundice, and was attended by Doctor 
Elunley every day; and fiither, deponent saith not, 
Prren Ramon. 
Sworn before me, the 19th day of January, 1776. 
Wiutram Exsworrn, Justice of the Peace, 


Levi Allen, of lawful age, testifieth and saith, that on 
the 19th day of Janumy, 1776, this deponent was at King 
ston, in Ulster County, and Province of New-York, when 
asoldier belonging to the Twenty-Sixth Regiment, (the No. 
26 maiked on his cont buttons,) named Peter Rammon, as 
he said, personally appemed before Milliam Elsworth, Esq., 
one of Ifis Majesty’s Justices of the Reace, and being duly 
deposed on the Holy Evangelist of Almighty God, made 
solemn oath to the buth of the above deposition, in the pre- 
sence of this deponent ; and further this deponent snith not. 

Juevi Auuen. 
Canaan, Lircnrrenn County, 83: 
January 28, 1776. 

Then peisonally appeared the above signer, Levt Allen, 
and made solemn oath to the above before ine. 

Samuun Moussa, Justice of Peace. 


Unsren County, 91 es ; 
This is to certify, that on the 19th day of January, 1776, 
a soldier belonging to the Twenty-Sixth Regiment, and 
taken prisoner at Montreal, appeared bofore me, Johannis 
Snyder, one of Lis Majosty’s Justices of the Peace for said 
County, and declared upon his honour, that he saw one Col- 
onel Allen, bolunging to the Continental Army, and taken 
prisoner by the regular troops, and put aboard the Gaspee, 
biig, under guard, with a bar of iron fixed to one of his legs, 
and iron fixed to bis hands, and was sent in that situation 
down the river to Quebec, 1 then asked him whether he 
would be so kind as to make affidavit of the truth-of the 
matter; he answered he could not undertake such, for these 
particular reasons: For if the officers should know that he 
nad made affidavit, or even snid so, (and undoubtedly they 
would hear of it,) they would punish him to death, and 
begged of me not to mention his nae, for fear of severe 
punishment, antl [ promised him not to discover him, 
Witness my hand the day andeyenr above waittelt. 
Jonannis Sxypen. 


GENERAL WASILINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 
Cambridgo, January 27, 1776, 

Doan Sm: Your favour of the 22d instant, enclosing 
Colonel Arnold’s letter of the 2d, explained the doubt we 
were jn, respecting his detachment, is received. Happy 
would it have been for our cause, if that party could have 
got aut of the city of Quedeck, as Lam much afraid, from 
the complexion of the letters from that place, that there is 
little hope of Arnold's continuing the blockade without as- 
sistance fiom Wooster, which he is determined not to give, 
whether with propriety or not, I shall not, at this distance, 
undertake to decide. 

The sad reverse of our affairs, in that quarter, calls loudly 
for every exertion in your power to restore them to the 
promising aspect they so lately wore. .Jor this reason, 
notwithstanding you think the necessity of troops from 
hence is, in some measure, superseded, 1 will not counter- 
rpand the order and appointment of officers which nre gone 
forth from this Government, Connecticut and New-Hamp- 
shire, for 1aising a régiment each, till Congress, (who are 
informed of it,) shall havé decided upon the measure, I 
consider that the important period is now arrived, when the 
Canadiens, and, consequently, their Indians, miust ‘take 
theirside. Should any indecisive operations of ours, theres 
fore, give the bias ngainst us, it is much easier to foresee 
than to rectify the dreadful consequences which must ine 
evitably follow from it, I consider, also, that the roin- 
forcement under the command of Colonel /Farner, and 
such other spirited men as have left the western parts of 
the New-England Governments, is only temporary, and 
may fail when most wanted ; as we find it next to impossie 
ble'to detain men (not fat bound) ih service after they 
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get a little tired of tho dutics of it, and home-sick. These, 
my dear sir, are the great outlines which good men use in 
this affair. If Congress mark them as strongly as I do, 
they will not wish to starve the cause at so critical a pe- 
riod. If they think differently, they will divect accord- 
ingly, and I must stand corrected for tho eirors my zeal 
hath Jed me into. 

Colonel Porter, said to be an oxceeding active man, is 
appointed to the command of the regiment from this Go- 
vernment; Colonel Burrell to the one fiom Connecticut ; 
Colonel Biddle to that fiom New-Lampshire. Tho two 
last are represented to me as men of spnit and influence ; 
so that, from these accounts, I have no doubt of their got- 
ting into Canada in a very short time, as I have endea- 
voured to excite the spirit of emulation. I wish, niost ar- 
dently, that the state of your bealth may permit you to 
meet them there. The possession of Quedeck, and entire 
reduction of Canadd this Winter, so as to have leisuie to 
prepare for the defence of it in the Spring, is of such great 
and extensive importance to the well-being of America, 
that [ wish to see matters under the direction But 
I will say no more, you will come at my meaning. 

Tam a little embarrassed to know in what manner to 
conduct myself with respect to the Caughnatwaga Indians 
now here. They have, notwithstanding the treaty of neu- 
trality, which I find they entered into with you the other 
day, (agrecable to what appears to bo the sense of Con- 
gress,) signified to me a desire of taking up arms in behalf 
of the United Colonies. The Chief of them, and whom I 
understand is now the first man of the nation, intends, as it 
ig intimated to me, to apply to me for a commission, with 
assurances of raising four or five hundied men when he re- 
turns. My embarrassment does not proceed so much from 
the impropriety of encouraging theso people to depart from 
their neutrality (accepting their own voluntary offer rather) 
as from the expense which probably may blow. Tom 
sensible that if they do not desire to be idle, that they will 
be for or against us. I am sensible, also, that no artifices 
will be loft unessayed to engage them against us; their 

roftered services, therefore, ought not to be rejected; but 
how far, under the little knowledge I have of these peo- 

la’s policy and real intentions, and your want of their aid, 

ought to go, is the question that puzzles me. J will on- 
deavour, however, to please them by yielding, in appear- 
ance, to their demands, reserving, at the same time, the 
power in you to rogulate their numbers and movements, of 
which you shall be more fully informed when any thing is 
fixdd. At present, what they have mentioned is a kind of 
out-door’s talk. They expect and are waiting to see Col- 
onel Bedel (who promised to meet them here) before they 
open theinselves fully. 

What can you do in compliance of Arnold’s voquest of 
mortars, &o.? If Know disfurnished you, 1 am almost 
sorry for it, as 1 believe I shall never get wherewithal to 
feed thom here.’ 1 congiatulate you upon the success 
of your expedition into Zryon County. I hope Gene- 
ral Lee will execute a work of tho same kind on Long- 
Gland, &c. Jt is high time to begin with our internal foes, 
when we ate threatened with such severity of chastise- 
ment fidm-our kind parent without. 

That the Supreme Disposer of every good may bestow 
health, strength, and spirits to you and your army, is 
the fervent wish of, dear sir, your most affectionate and 


bedient servant 
ne * ‘ Gronen Wasurneron, 
To General Schuyler. 





1 4 
ef } GENSNAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL WoosTER. 
Meant ee y Cambridge, January 27, 1776, 

“Sra; On the 17th instant I received the melancholy ac- 
count ofthe unfortunate attack on the city of Quebeck, 
attendad’ with the fall of General Monigomery and others, 
and the misfortune of Colonel Arnold being wounded. This 
unhappy affair affects me in a sensible manner, and I con- 
dole with you upon the occasion. 

. Having received no intelligence Jater than the copy of 
Colonel Arnold's letter to you of:the 2d, I would witfingly 
hope, that he is in no worse situation than he then was, 
though I confess my fears have been great, lest these mis- 
fortunes should have been succeeded by others. , 

I need not mention to you tife importance of Canada in 
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the scale of our affaiis—to whomsoever it belongs, in their 
favour, preehlhs will the balance turn. If it is ours, suc- 
cess will crown our virtuous stiugeles; if our enemy’a, the 
contest, at best, will be doubtful, hazardous, and bloody. 
Goveinment being fully convinced of these facts, will, most 
assuredly, send a stiong and considerable reinforcement to 
Quebech early in the Spring, which will render the reduc~ 
tion of it exceedingly difficult if not impracticable, The 
great and important worl must, then, be accomplished in 
the course of the present Winter, or the rights of America 
may he lost forever. I must, therefore, entreat you, in 
case General Schuyler’s indisposition should nat permit him 
fo act, to exert youself upon the occasion as much as you 
possibly can, and to give every assistance in your power 
for completing our conquest in that quater. «Three regi- 
ments are raising in this and the Governments of Connec- 
ticut and New-Hampshire, with all possible expedition, and 
two from Pennsylvania and the Jerseys have been ordered 
by Congress for this purpose, besides a number of men un- 
der the command of Colone! Varner. When these arrive 
and join the troops already there, 1 confidently hope that, 
should the command devolve upon you, you will not only 
reinstate our affairs in their former pleasing situation, but 
will be the happy means of adding the only link wanting in 
the grand chain of Continental Union. You will then have 
an opportunity of employing your abilities for your coun« 
try’s weal, and rendering her services never to be forgotten. 
Lam, &e, 


To General Poster. 


Guonce Wasnineron. 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL ARNOLD. 
Cambridgo, January 27, 1776, 

Drau Sre* On the 17th instant I received the melans 
choly account of the unfortunate attack on the city of Que- 
beck, attended with the fall of General Montgomery and 
other brave offices and men, and your being woundgdh 
This unhappy afair affects mo in a very seasiete mann 
and I sincerely condole with you upon the occasion. But 
in the midst of distress I am happy to find that suitable 
honours were paid to the remains of Mr. Montgomery ; and 
our officers and soldiers, who have fallen into their hands, 
treated with kindness and humanity. 

Maving received no intelligance Jater than the copy of 
your letter of tho 2d; to General Wooster, Iwould fain 
hope that you are not in a worse situation that you then 
were, though I confess I have greatly feared that thelr rijs- 
fortunes would be succeeded by others, on account of yout 
unhappy condition and the dispirited state of the officers 
and inen. If they have not, I trust when you ate joined 
by threo regiments now raising in this and the Governments 
of Connecticut und New-Hampshire, and two others, or 
dered by the Congress from Pennsylvania and the Jerseys 
with the men already sent by Colonel Warner, that these 
misfortunes will be ‘lias awny, and things resume a more 
favourable and promising appeaance than ever. 

Ineod not mention to you the great impoitance of this 
place, and the consequent possession of all Canada in the 
scale of American affairs ; you are well apprized of it. To, 
whomsoever it belongs, in their favour, probably, will the 
balance turn. If it is in ours, success, I thfitk, will most cer- 
tainly crown our virtuous struggles ; if it isin theirs, the con- 
test, at least, will be doubtful, hazardous, and bloody. The 
glotious work must be accomplished in the course of this 
Winter, otherwise it will become difficult, most probably 
impracticable. For Administration knowing that it, Will be 
impossible ever to ‘reduce us to a state of slavery: gad arbj- 
trary rule without it, will ieee send a large reinforde- 
ment there in the Spring, } am fully convinced that your 
exertions will bo invariably directed to this grand object ; 
and [already view the approaching day, when you and 
your brave followers will enter this important Fortress with 
every honour and triumph attendant on victory and con- 
quest. Theft will you have added the only link wanting 
in tle great chain of Continental Union, and rendered the 
freedom of your country secure. Nee 

Wishing ‘you a speedy recovery, and tlie possession-of 
those laurels which your bravery and perseverance justly 


merit, J am, dear sir, &e., Gagner Woysiuweron, 
To Colonel Arnold, wie rt M6 
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GENERAL WASHINGTON TO WILLIAM WHIPPLE. 
Cambridgo, Jamun y 27, 1776, 

Sin; There were thice accounts exhibited against the 
United Colonies, by different persons in your Province : 

One by Jonathan Burnham for - - £40 7 5& 





One for horse hire, &c., per Sam’! Hobart, 8 5 0 
Qne by yourself for sundry expenses,- - 26 2 5 
£74 14 10 


T think it will be more regular that the accounts above 
mentioned should bo settled by Agents, that will doubtless 
bo appointed by the Congress, to settle the accounts that 
are or may be depending with the different Provinces. ‘This 
is thetreason that 1 do not at present enter upon an exami- 
nation of these accounts, 

Jam, sir, your most humble servant, 

Geonor Wasnineron, 
To William Whipple, Esq. 


[GENERAL WASIINGTON] YO TI COMMITTED OF SAVETY 
AT NEWBURYPORT, 
Cambiidgo, Januniy 27, 1776. 

Tam commanded by his Excellency General Washing- 
fon, to inquire from your Committee about two hundred 
and fifteen stand of arms which belonged to the Province, 
and were sent by Genoint Sullivan to Portsmouth. As 
this Army stands much in need of good arms, the General 
would be glad to know from you, whother these arms are 
returned or not; if they ave, it will be doing great service 
to tho country that they be with all spood forwarded to 
thiscamp, Jam, &e,, 


To the Committee of Safety, at Newburyport, 


pon 


’ THOMAS PALMER TO PHILIP LIVINGSTON. 
ot Nowburgh, January 28, 1776, 


; 


oe” Sie Ecannot account for the condact of our Commit. 
tee of Safety with respect to the fortilication to be erected 
at Pooploop’s Point, in tho Lighlands, It was seven days 
after my return from Philadelphia before any letter was 
sont to the Commissioners ; and when they received it, it 
contained only the resalve of the Continental Congress, 
without any-instractions accompanying it, ‘I'he Cominis- 
sioner then at the post not judging proper to proceed, 
sent off a person express to the Committee for instiuctions, 
This express returned but yesterday, and (as Tam ins 
rmed) the instructions now are, to finish a pieco of work 
now begun at Martelaer’s Point, which, I suppose, will take 
yp near. a month, Whether the Committee of Safety has 
received any further advice from the Continental Congress 
which ay justify thoir conduct, I know not. If they 
have not, [ think thoir conduct most unaccountable, The 

+ season of the year is no argument why they cannot pro- 
ceed, a8 thare is now lying at New-H’indsor the timber 
and othét materials for a barrack; the boards already 
dvessed, those for the floors grooved, and the shingles pre- 
spared for the roof. Besides, a moro favourable season than 
the present cannot be, at this season of the year, for trans- 
porting,ae igen gat to Pooploop’s Point, as the river is 
now so” froze, that sléighs go frequently on the ice with 
great safety, and teams may easily be collected to carry it 
down in one doy:to the spot, And the carpenters can 
have lodgings in the neighbourhogd of Pooploop’s Point, 
while they may be putting this barrack up, which can be 
done in a very short time, and, when finished, will be a suf- 
fidient cover for one hundred and sixty men, (or more, if 
necessary.), And should the present opportunity be neg- 
Jacted.until the river begins to break up, another chance 
may'ndt happen until the middle of March or the Gpst of 
April, and, by that means, all work at this important post 
must bepegleced, until such a scason as that we may be 
daily exposed to tho enemy, with no other plitee of defence 
than that at Martefaer’s Point, which T think nothing of, 
even with the little addition they are now erecting, for, when 
that is dona, hot a single gun can command the reach of the 
river. Moreover, if this barrack were carried down att} 
covered, the season would not prevont throwing up the 
battery at Martelaer’s Point ; and a better season cannot be 
than {he present, to collect, from the country back, such 


CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., JANUARY, 1776. 


876 


timber as may bo necessary for carrying on the work, Ano- 
ther most material article, and that is, two and a half inch 
plank, for the platform of the fortification, which ought now 
to be engaged at the mills, to be ready carly in the Spring. 

If, therefore, a fortification at Pooploop’s Point js of real 
importance for the security of pat of this and the other 
Piovinees, it ought by no moans to be dolayed, especially 
when there is no kind of difficulty in proseenting of it. 1 gave 
my sentiments to tho Commitice before 1 left New-York, 
and have since mentioned it in tho postscript of a letter to 
them on another occasion ; and as nothing is yet done, and 
our lime wasting, F thought proper to communicate my sen- 
timents to you, and desire you will confer with Mr, Jay on 
the matter; and should you be of opinion with me, I think 
you ought to consult with Colonel Me Dougall, and some 
other piincipal gentlemen of the Provincial Congress now 
at New-York, that a matter ofso much importance as this 
may happen to be, may not any longer be nogdected, 

Taw, sir, with duo respect, your most humble servant, 

Tuomas Patmen, 

To Philip Livingston, Esq. 


EDWARD MOTT TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL, 
Salisbury, Janunry 28, 1776, 

Honounen Sir: Since my last J have been through the 
town of Canaan, as well as in thig town, and have had 
some opportunity with the inhabitunts, and find that when 
I wrote to your Honour Thad not the wuo aud gonuing 
sontiments of tho people in these parts, as thay inform me. 
Thoy say that they had beon taught to believe that I never 
held any commission till Inst year, and that I knew nothing 
of my duty without fist inquiring of Captain Buel, Lwag 
surprised to hear the suggestion, as [am sure J never went 
to inguire after my duty from that quarter; and I find that 
the people are not uncasy, as I then supposed, but that a 
small dust hath been struck up by some designing porsons. 
My rank is as L hinted to your Uonour in my Jast, but still 
desire that things may be so conducted as shall be for the 
host good of the service, If I should go in tho service, and 
Captain Buel should not, should be glad that Captain 
John Stevens might be thought of in Canaan. LU should 
also think that Mr, Strong, tho boarer of this, might he 
serviceable, if appointed to bo an officer in tha service, If 
your Honour should think proper to raise any more of the 
regiment in the eastward part of the Colony, there are 
Captain Belcher and Captain Hier, both of Preston, who 
would be glad of an appointment, and I should think would 
soon raise men for subalterns, Captain Zhroop will be 
able to advise, 1 mention this, as Captain Starr, and some 
others your Tonour appointed, are in other service, 

Tan, sir, your most obediont, humble servant, 

Epwarn Morr, 


To His Honour Jonathan Trumbull, Eisq., Governour of 

Connecticut, . 

P. 8. Honourzy Si: I should have wrote moro, but 
this is all the papor that [ean obtain, Would just merition, 
that {never disputed rank with Captain Buel, last year, as 
Goneral Sehupler gave me an appointment soon after hig 
arrival, which was above any single Captain in tho Army, 
so that I never did duty with him. : . 

. Evwarv Mor. 


JOHN FOWLER TO NEW-YORK COMMITLER OF SAPNTY. , 
Nowy.York, January 28, 1776, 

,Honourtp Sin: In doing a good natured action to oblige 
one of my customers, 1 have been unhappily drawn in to 
be suspected of being unfriendly to the country that gave 
me existence, although wlfat J did was without any other 
design than to serve my neighbour, and, therefore, inno» 
cent; yet, as I get my livelihood by keeping a publick 
house, and as this matter of my having been suspcoted of 
being an enemy to my country, will become publick, and 
spread abroad, evon among my customers and country 
fiends, and they, not knowing my innocence, may avoid 
me, and, therefore, it may become prejudicial to my busi- 
ness; I, theiefore, entieat it asa favour, that: whenever 
your honourable Board shall be fully satisfied of my inno» 
cence in the matter, that you will be, pleased to give me 
such certificate, for me to publish to the world, of your boing 
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80 satisfied, as shall restore me to the good opinion of the 
publick, at least, that 1 may be left as 1 was found. 
Which would greatly oblige, honoured sir, your most 


obedient, and very humble servant, Jonn Wowser 


To the Chairman of the Honourable Commitice of Safety, 
for the Province of New- York. 





GENERAL WASIUINGTON TO CAPTAIN MANLY. 
Combridgo, January 28, 1776, 

Sr: Treceived your agreeable letter of the 26th instant, 
giving an account of your having taken and carried into 
Plymouth, two of the enemy’s transports. Your conduct 
in engaging the eight-gun schooner, with so few hands as 
you went out with, your attention in securing your prizes, 
and your general good behaviour since you first engaged in 
the service, merits niine and your country’s thanks. 

You may be assured that every attention will be paid to 
any reasonable request of yours, and that you shall have 
the command of a stronger vessol of war; but, as it will 
take up some time before such a one can be fitted out, my 
desire is, that you continue in the Lfancock, until the end 
of the ciuise. When that is out you will come to Head- 
Quarters, and we will confer together on the subject of the 
other ship. 

I wish you could engage men at Plymouth to make your 
complement at least forty strong. It would enable you to 
encounter the small tenders that may fall in your way, 
though I would rather havo you avoid an ongagement, 
until you have a ship that will place you upon a more 
equal footing with your enemy, L need not recommend 
to ‘be to proceed again and pursue your good fortune, 

wish you could inspire the Captains of the other armed 
schoonors under your command with some of your activity 
and industry. Cannot you appoint such stations for them, 
where they may have the best chance of intercepting sup-" 
plies going to the enemy? They dare not disobey your 
orders, as it is mentioned in the instructions I have given 
to each of them, that they are to be under your command 
as Commodore; and, as such, I dosiro that you will give 
them such instructions in writing, as to you will appear 
proper for the good of the service. 

Tam, sir, wishing you 9 continunnas of success, yours, 


&o., Groroe Wasurnaron, 


To Commocore John Manly, of tho Hancock, Armed 
Schooner. 


{cnnbnan wasnrnaron] To COMMETTRE OF NEWBURYPORT, 
MASSACHUBLT'S, 
Cambeldgo, January 28, 1776, 

Sm: The great need this Army is in for good arms makes 
it necessary to endoavour to procure them in any place 
whero his ixeclloncy thinks they may be had without great 
‘inconveniency; he has commanded me, to bog your con- 
sont that the arms you was ploased to fond General Sulli- 
van, on hig last excusion to Portsmouth, may be sent to 
this camp, for which the appraised value will be cheerfully 
paid’ Colonel Parsons will doliver you this, and has tho 
General’s instructions to send tliem to Cambridge, provided 
your honourable Cammitteo have no objections to puting 
with them, When they know that it will be of the greatest 
service to the glorious cause we are engaged in, that these 
arms should be put into the hands of our soldiers, I dare 
say they will readily comply with his Excellency’s request, 
and give Colonel Parsons an order for them, which will 
very much oblige the General. 

"have the honour to be, &c.. 


To Jonathgn Jackson, Esq,, Chairman, &c, 


» 


—e 


[qpxERar WASHINGTON] To ‘TIE COMMITTEE oF ronTs- 
“5 MOUTH, NEW-HAMPSIIRE. 

x Cambridgo, January 28, 1776. 

«Sin: Colonel Parsons has instructions from his Excellen- 
ey to gat an order from the Committee at Newburyport, for 
the delivery of two hundred and fifteen stand of arms, which 
‘General Sulfivan ordered in his pame should be delivered 
for the service on which he last went to Portsmouth. Itis 
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the General’s request that these arms ‘be delivered up to 
Colonel Parsons, Lam, &e. 


To —— ——, Esq., Chairman, &c. 





ROBERT MT, IARRISGN TO WILLIAM WATSON. 
Cambiidgo, January 28, 1776. 

Sin: Your letter to his Excellency of the 26th, is come 
to hand, with the papers found on board the Norfolfe, aud 
Llappy-Retwn, uansports, taken by Commodore Manly. 
You will please to Itbel them immediately, and the sooner 
they are biought to trial the more agreeable it will be ta the | 
General. You will take notice that the private property 
of the Captains and crews are to be carefully guaidédl for 
them, and that his Excellency approves much of your pre- 
caution in getting the ships to the wharf in order to secure 
the small articles from pillagers. 

I hope the Harrison is out on her cruise, and wish she 
may make a successful one. The General writes by this 
conyeyauce to the Conmodore. Ef he is in port you will 
please to give hin the louler, Yours, &c. 


To William Matson, Esq., Plymouth, 





SUSSEX COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTED. 
Committeo Chambor, Jannary 29, 1776, 
This Committee from tender feelings for their poor suf; 
fering and distiessed brothres of the Borough of Norfolle, 
(who, fiom thelr small possessions, and daily labour, were 
enabled to support themselves, their wives, and tender in- 
fants,) are by the Cyrannical, cruel, and destructive exe- 
cutioner of Ministerial vengeance, Lord Dunmore, and his 
banditti of Blacks, and Seotch ‘Vories, and Jacobites, re- 
duced to the most affecting wants of cvery necessary sup- 
port of life, have resolved to exert themselves (in which 
thoy have the pleasure to find their constituents zoalous|, 
joining them) in providing houses for tho reception of 
many poor people-as they can, with a suficient quantity 
of land to cultivate; to which the Committee, in the most 
affectionate manner, invite them, hoping thereby, in some 
meastie, to alleviate anxiety, and remoyo their distresses, 
jw being thus provided for by thuir brethren beyond the 
reach of Lord Diamore’s oppressive hand, and the droad~ 
ful elects of his nocturnal dash, and tobbories, declaring 
at the samo time, that this invitation does not proaéed from 
those baso, ungeneyous, and, selfish views suggosted by hig 
Lordship, in his Inte publication, but from motives that his 
Lordship and his abettors appear to be entire atrangors to. 
i Avausrinu Cuamorne, Chairman. 


TIANOVER COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTED. 

Ata meeting of the Committee, on Monday, the 29th 
of January, tho following gentlemen wore chosen§OMcers 
to the Company of Regulus to be raised in this County, 
vin: Richard Clough Anderson, Captain; John Ancder- 
son, Fisst Licutenaut; TVilliam Bentley, Second Lioute + 
nant, aod Robert Tompkins, Ensign. g 

Extract from the Proceedings : 

Winrar B EY, Clovie, 


a 


JONN HANCOCK TO GENDRAL WASITINGTON. 
Philadelphia, January 20, 1776. 


Sin: The Congress have received your letter of the 19th 
instant, and highly commend your prudence and Beal, ia 
applying to the Governments of New-HHampshire, Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, and Connecticut, ta raise forces for tho ser- 
vice of Canada at this exigency. They have fond hopes, 
by the zeal and alsctity of thoso Colonies, troops will be 
forwarded with auch expedition as will not only succour 
our fiends, but in some measure rotricve our loss, and put 
us in possessiGn of Quebech before our enemies can receive 
reinfercements, ‘ 

The Congress have agreed to add the Massachuaetts 
Regiment to the forges they at first destined “for Canadas 

jis is the moro necessary, as it is now uncertain whether 

to battalions, as was expected, can e raised ut of the 

troops in that country; but they 48 not, by this,’mgan to 

weaken your Army. They have, therefore, ordered that 
as 
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the three regiments you applied for from Massachusetts- 
Bay, New- Hampshire, and Connecticut, shall be exclu- 
sive of the thirteen wanted for the Army at Cambridge. 

By the latest ndvicés from England, it appears that Ad- 
ministration are determined to exert themselves, and send 
a considerable force ngainst us next Spring, though, at the 
same time, they pretend to say that they will offer terms 
of accommodation, and mean only, by their armament, to 
onforce their tevins. It behooves us, therefore, to be ready 
to receive them; for, should an accommodation take place, 
the terms will be severe, or favomable, in proportion to our 
ability to resist. 

he Congress highly approve your sending General 
Lee to the assistance of New-York, asa measure judicious 
and necessary, and have also appointed threo of their body 
to repair to New-York, and confer with General Lee and 
the Committee of Safety of New-York, on the subject of 
putting that Colony in a posture of defence. 

General Prescott arrived hore last Thursday, and is this 
day ordeied into close confinement in tho jail of this city. 
I must beg leave to rofer you to the enclosed resolutions. 

(send, by this oxprass, commissions for the Massachu- 
seéts battalion, and the money ordered, to the Assembly. 

Lhave the honour to be, with the greatest esteem, sir, 
your most obedient, humble servant, 

Jonny ancoox, President, 


To Ilis Excellency Gencral Vashington. 


PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO ASSEMBLY OF MASSACHUSHTTS- 
BAY, 
Philadolphia, Ianunry 29, 1776, 


Gentuemen: The Congress highly approve the piu- 

denco and zeal of the General, in applying to you and the 
other Colonias, to raisa forces for the sorvice of Canada in 
the present oxigency ; and, at the same time, highly com- 
mend the ready attontion you have shown to his applica- 
tion, and the alacrity with which you undertook, und 
the expedition with which you proceed in, tho business. 
Theso thay consider as additional proofs of your meritori- 
ous altachment to the common cause, and may produce 
signal advantages. 
» There is the groatest 1ensan to hope that the speedy ar- 
rival of troops in Canada will not only repair the losses 
our troops have met with there, but, in all probability, put 
us in possession of Quebeck before our onemies can send 
reinforcoments, 

It is easy to perceive how much this will advance our 
cause, and disappoint our enemies, It is, therofore, the 
earnest desire of the Congress that you would continue to 
exert your utmost endeavours, with all possible expedi- 
tion, to rniso and forward both the regiment and matrosses. 
That no time may bo lost, £ am directed to forward to 
you blank commissions, and to inform you that twelvo 
thousand five hundred dollars are drawn for, and will be 
sont you, for dafraying the expenses of raising, equipping, 
and paying the mou, which you will please to despatch by 
companios as fast as they can be got ready, The Con- 
gress have adopted the recommendation of your House to 

" the General, respecting the arms of the soldiers, as you 
will percafvd by the enclosed resolutions. 

* Twould just observe that, important as the service in 
Canada is, it cannot be carried on without specie, It is, 
therefore, earnestly recommended to the several Legisla- 
tures on the Contisent to collect whatever silver and gold 
they can, and inform Congiess thereof, that they may 
send Continental bills in exchange for it. In this business 
T trust your zeal will not be wanting, 

T have the honour to be, &c., 

Joun Hancoox, President, 


To the Assombl y of Massachusetts-Bay, 


x 


$ 
PETER T. CURTHNIUS ‘To NEW-YonK COMMITTNN OF SATETY. 
+ Now-York, January 29, M76, 

Grutiemen: Agrecable to your desire, I have in- 
uired about raven’s duck, and found somo at Mr. Grant’s, 
jor which he asks five pounds ten shillings per piece, 
which is forty-five shillings per piece higher than 1 gave 
for the same soit last Summer. Should be glad to haye 
your orders how much to purchase, as Mr, Grant has had 


“ 
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an offer for the whole he has, which is about twenty-five 
pieces. 

lam, genllemen, your most obedient servant, 

Peven T, Currentus. 

To the Committee of Safety. 

P.S. Enclosed is a calculation which Mr. Grand sent 
me, by which it appears it costs four pounds one shilling 
and six pence pei piece. 


WILLIAM PALFREY TO GHNERAL WASHINGTON. 
Stamford, January 29, 1778, 
Sin: Genoral Lee, being unfortunately visited with the 
gout or rheumatism, has ditected mo to enclose to your 
Ixcellency the copy of a letter ho has just recoived, by 
express, from the President of the Continental Congiess. 
Genaial Lee would have wrote you, but the position of 
wiiting is so very painful that ho hépes yow will excuse 
him. Notwithstanding bis illness, ha is determined to go 
forward to-morrow in a litter, which he has ordered to be 
prepared for that purpose. Ie hegs his compliments to 
Ars, Washington and the family, to which we beg leave 
to add those of Mr, Byrd, and your Excellency’s most 
obedient and bumble servant, 
Winuiam Paueney, Ald-de-camp. 


To His Excellency General IPashington. 


GUONDRAL SONUYLER 10 PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 
(Road Fobrunry 9, 1776.) 
Albany, Monday, January 29, 1776, 

Sin: Yostorday, at four o'clock, t had the honour to re- 
ceive your despatchas of the 20th instant. 

Congress will perceive by the copy of General Washing 
ton’s Jeter, which J had tho honour to enclose you in my 
last, that a regiment is raising in the Massachuselts-Bay ; 
and yesterday I received a Totter from Colonel Jelows, 
who was to havo raised and commanded a regiment in con- 
suquence of my consent given to the Committeo of Berk 
shire. 1 hope my answer to that letter will prove satis- 
factory to Congress, a 

On Stinday, January 14,1 wrote to General Mooster, 
The following is an extract of my letters é 

“Doan Sin: At six last night, Mr. Anti delivered me 
your despatclwes, Jt is much easier to conceive than to 
describe the distress it hns occasioned me. In the gallant 
and amiable General Montgomery the Continent has suf 
fored a vast loss. May Heaven graciously be pleased to 
extricate you out of the petilous situation you are in. At 
this distance it would be presumption in me to direct what 
measures should be taken; these can only be determined 
by ovents as they turn up, May God guido your councils 
and bless your operations. is 

“ Exprosses are already gone to Congress and General 
Washington. 1 have proposed to the latter, to detach 
three thousand men to your assistance by the way of Num 
ber Four, Onion- River, and Missisque-Bay. V have fur- 
nished Colonel Varner with money to engage all the mon 
he possibly can, and to send them on to you without the 
lenst delay. I am in great hopes from that gontleman’s 
zeal, that he will be able to procure men, 

“As I havo by repeated letteis observed to Congress 
the necessity of sending troops immediately into Canada, 
it is probablo that some are on their march from New-Jer« 
sey; the moment they arrive here, T shall push them for- 
ward, or conduct them myself, if my health will permit. I 
shall arrange matters in such a manner that 1 make no 
doubt they will arrive in Canada in six or seven days from 
this. 

“fam very happy that’ you have issued orders not to let 
any men depart, although the term for which they are in- 
listed is expired. You may rest assured, sir, that a conduct 
so prudont, will moot with the fullest approbation. 

By all means secure a retreat for Colonel Arnold at 
Montreal; and should Carleton follow you there, as you 
may certainly expect succours, I do not doubt but you 
will suffer every hardship before you will give up the town, 
Our cause, sir, is just, and | tiust that Divine Providence 
will dispel this untoward cloud, and that we shall again re- 
geive its smiles.” ‘ woos . 

*~ As I have no rotyrn.of the atrangement mada inh Ca 
> 
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nada, 1 cannot fill up the commissions; I sometime ago 
wrote to General Montgomery for it, and should yrobably 
have had it, had we heen so happy as not to have lost him, 
L have reminded General Wooster of it, and am in hopes 1 
shall soon peceive the proper returns. 

Tam making every prepatation in my power to facilitate 
the march of the troops into Canada. Biscuit is baking 
here, at Fort-George, and Ticonderoga ; and L have had a 
quantity of the most portable pork boiled, to be used on the 
march. [ am much put to it to procure a suflicent num- 
ber felling-axes, but hope toreccive some fiom New- Eng- 
land, to which I have sent. 

Permit me to observe, that intrenching tools of every 
kind will be wanted in very considerable numbers, whether 
we do or do not possess ourselves of Quebecie in the course 
of the Winter, 

The hint General Wooster, has given of sending Sutles 
to Canada, jsa very*good one. If I can get any good men 
to go, I will venture to assist them, on proper security, with 
money out of the military chest here, to purchase the ve- 
cessary articles, and let them repay it in Canada, 

From all the inquities I have made, I have reason to con- 
clude, that the want of a small circulating medium gieatly 
distresses our people in Canada, Perhaps it will have a 
good effect, and tend to introduce the citculation of all our 
paper cwrency in Canada, if Congress was to furnish some 
peisons, such as may bo depended upon, with ten thousand 
pounds in specie, and send them to Canada with twice or 
thrice that amount in small bills, none exceeding a dollar, 
and a great proportion of them of one shilling only. When 
a soldier receives his pay in Continental money, he might 
go to those persons and get small change, and if it was then 
promulgated that any holder of such small bills might im- 
mediately recive cash for them, and that being punctually 
complied with for a little time, their credit, L fancy, would 
be so well established, that very few more would be brought 
in. ‘Tho exponse in emitting these bills would, | conceive, 
be compensated to tho publick by the wearing out of the 
bills. Jam the rather induced to believe that this plau 
would have tho effect I expect fiom it, as the bills emit- 
ted last Spring by the Committee of this County, and whieh 
were small, are not brought in for redemption, although the 
Committee have repeatedly advertised for them. Many of 
tho bflls should be one shilling and six pence, two shillings 
and six, pence, and throe shillings and six pence, as with 
theso,six pence may be paid, where no more is due, by 

changing. ° . 

The expense that arises by the officers that aro priso- 
nets is extremely high, I have desired them to pay tho 
bills, and prgmised to repay as much as Congress should 
allow. [n*futuve I shall allow only fire-wood, candles, ant 

lodgings, [shall order the expense chat has attended them 

to he mado out, and transmit it as soon asT can. Tho 
transportation of the clothing should be charged to them, 
as also that of such women as me above what cach com- 
pany is allowed. Jt is even a great burden that wo are to 
furnish these with provisions. 

The six Iighland chiet will leavo this noxt Monday, 
The others whom the Tryon County Committee have sent 
down, ‘dppoar to me to hayo no influence. I have desived 
that the charges against them should be reduced to witing. 
If the aba appear fiivolous, which I suspect to be the 
ease, I will take security for their forthcoming whenever 

, Congress shall please to direct it. 
I am, most respectfully, your obedient, humble servant, 
i Pair Scuuyter, 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. &0.,&e. 


t 
“4 P,S, Mr. Trumbull has delivered mo the enclosed this 
moment, and ag none of the Connecticut people have beon 

_ paid, a considerable sum wil] be wanted for that purpose, 

hat [have still in hands may amount to about twenty-five 
thousdiid collars, = PS. 


ap Shofiiold, January 27, 1776, 

Sin: Your letter of the 224, this instant by Témathy Ed- 
wards and Theodore Sedgwick, Esquives, I received, with 
the money for paying the men their bounty and the officers 
their advance pay. 

Being fully apprehensive of the importance of getting 
men into Canada as soon as ‘possible, I immediately di- 

Fourrn Sexies—Vow. 1. 
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rected the officers, nominated by the Committeo of this 
County, to inlist the men with all speed, and, agreeable to 
your ordeis, gave them money to pay forty shillings, law- 
ful, to each inlisted soldier, as a bounty} and Ffind, by the 
returns made before this day, about two hundred and olghty- 
six men have been inlisted, one hundred and ten of whieh, 
Lam informed, have marched and joined to Colonel Har 
ner’s Regiment, who had received part or all of their boun- 
ty, fiom the money sent to me. Ihe remainder, T have 
ordered to maich immediately to Albany, with o pat of 
the officers, there to receive further o1ders from yourself. 

While [ was proceeding in this matter as fast as possi- 
ble, I received information from Colonel [Villiams (who 
was nominated to be the Lieutenant-Colonel of this iegi- 
ment now raising) that General Washington had applied 
to the Assembly of this Colony, to raise a tegiment of men 
from this County and the County of Hampshire, to march 
immediately into Canada, (the men to be inlisted for a 
year,) with which requisition the Assembly have complied, 
and said Colonel /¥iliams has received a commission for 
Lieutenant-Colonel in that regiment; upon the receipt of 
which information, I thought it my duty to give you no- 
tice thereof immediately, that I may have your further 
orders upon this occasion, whether I shall proceed and en- 
deavour to fill up my regiment, pay the men their bounty, 
and march them forward, as fast as may be, or whother I 
shall forbear inlisting more men? ; 

The speediest information of your orders, by the bearer 
hereof, will much oblige your most humble servant, 

Joun Fasvows. 


To Major-Genoral Schuyler. 


P, 8. I conclude there are a large number of men in+ 
listed of which L have received no return, as yet. I, also, 
would inform you, that our Assembly havo ditectod that 
three companies bo raised fiom this County, as a part of 
the regiment which they have ditected (o bo raised as afore- 
mentioned ; and if my regiment is raised, Lapprehend those 
three companies cannot bo inlisted in this County. I, therto« 
fore, beg leave to propose to you, whether the mén already 
inlisted had not better proceed under Colonel Wiliams, 
and join with the other regiment when it shall anive at 
Canada, and no more bo anlisted. If so, I myself, and 
Major Cady, may stay at homo, und thereby save publick 
ores. 

write this with the advico of several gentlemen of the 
Yours, &e., aK, 


1 


Committee of this County. 
_ 


Albany, half aftor ton o'alaok, A, ML, 
January 28, 1776, t 

Sin: Your favour of yesterday’s date was this moment 
delivered to me, I thank you for the information it con- 
tains, and am happy to Jenin that you have already inlisted 
so considerable a number of men. 

As tha Assembly of Massachusetts-Bay havo ordored a 
regiment to bo raised, and tho men to bo inlisted for a year, 
it will supersede the necessity of raising any more in con+ 
sequence of my directions to you; but I do not wish that 
those already jnlisted eles I suppose, will not serve be 
yond tho 15th of Aprit,) shonld 35 considered as part di 
the regiment to be raised by virtue of the act or order o 
your Assembly, unless they would, also, engage for a year. 
1, therefore, hope they will march without delay, and the 
whole to be under the command of Major Cady, as Major- 
Commandant of the corps, unless you should think proper 
to take the command of them. " ‘ 

It is with infinite satisfaction that I. learn the ,alacrity 
with which my countrymen step forth on this occgsion ; it 
will at once redound much to the honour of the persons 
who engage in this service, and those who have been ac- 
tive in ptomoting it, and, also, evince to our enemies that 
no obstacles can deter Americans fiom prosecuting theit 
righteous cause. 

Your zeal, sir, on this occasion, morits the thanks , of 
your country: if mine are worth necopting, you havg them, 
most sincerely, and I shall not fail of doing myself Hig plea 
sure to mention you and the respectable Congmitges of 
Berkshire to Congress in honourable terms, =! 

1 am, sir, with much respect, your mast humble dei vant, 
mars Scubyer. 
es ‘ a 


To Colonel John Fellow, : & 
a) 
4 
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WILLIAM WATSON TO GENDRAL WASHINGTON. 
Plymouth, January 29, 1776, 

Stn: I must ask your Excellency’s pardon for omitting, 
in my last, some very material ciieumstances relative to the 
capture of Commodore Manly’s Inst prizes. I had not, 
when £ wrote, got an oxact account of the matter, since 
which the Commodore tells me that he had taken the 
prizes, and had put his people on board them somo time 
before the tender came to their assistance; that thera wee 
two other vessels from Nova-Scotia, with stock, in com- 
pany with those ships, and that the whole fect, with the 
tender, would have boon taken, had it not been for the 
cowaidice of one of our Continental armed vessels, who 
was very near them, but dared not engage, and who made 
the bast of his way off. 

Commodore Manty fought in very disadvantageous cir- 
cumstances, not having moie than sixteen of his own peo- 
ple on board; but then he seceived considerable assistunce 
from his prisoners, more paiticulmly from the Captains, 
who did as much as they dared do in such circumstances. 

Your Excellency will please to dircct me in what man- 
ner I shall conduct with these Gaptains, relative to what 
they brought with them on their own account, memoran- 
dum of which is enclosed. If these people are indulged to 
return to Plymouth to take care of their effects, (povided 
their private adventuies aie given them,) will it be any dis- 
advantage to the publick? However, your Excellency 
will much oblige our people, particularly the people be- 
longing to the armed yossels, if you will permit the baizes 
and checks to be stoppod here, as they are groatly wanted 
to mako them shirts, 

Commodore Manly is now in our harbour; has boon 
uzaled with tho ice, with which we aie now blockud up, 
ut has received no damago, 

1 The Harrison, Captain Dyar, is now in the ice, has lost 
an anchor and cable, but we hope to find them again; we 
aro now cutting the ice, and hope to got him out without 
further daniage. 

I shall do every thing in my power to forward getting 
thago vessels to soa, as a largo number of ships, from Lng~ 
‘land, ava expected, with provisions, and but ono of them is 
of any forca, ' 
2 Captain Morton, of the Artillery, the bearer of this, 
takes fer of the prisoners, Captains Zlall and Grindall, 
who would have been sent forward before, had not the ox- 
tieme cold weather prevented, 

Tam, most respectfully, your Excallency’s most obedi- 
ent, much obliged, very humble servant, 

Wiuram Watson, 


To His Excelloncy George Washington, Sisq, 


” Tuesday morning, eight o’clock—Tho Hancock, Man- 
Jy, and the Yankee, Burnes, are now undor sail, bound on 
A cruise. 


“e, Memorandum of Sundvies, belonging to the Captains 


Hate and Grinpat, viz: 

Twelva pieces checked lining, cost 867. 12s, 2d.; ten 
pieces red bnize, cost 141, 1s, 6d. four pieces coarse li- 
ning, cost 64, 1s, 4d.; two ullages Jamaica ram ; one hands 
gun; wenty barrels of beef; eight ditto pork, 

» The abovo on board the ships Norfolle and Happy-Re- 
turn, at Plymouth, January 80, 1776. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN AT BOSTON 
TO HIS FRIQND IN EDINBURGH, DATED JANUARY 29, 
1776. 


+4 imagine, by being so long of hearing from me, you 
mist think [ had forgotten my promise of writing you fiom 
this,place, as, at lonving Scodand, 1 expected to have been 
in Ja ja ‘long before this ; but I had a very tedious pas- 
sage ollt having only got hore the 28d of December, and, 
indoed, I thought myself yery lucky 1 got ifat all, as 1 
Jost the convoydupon the passaze, and the Rebels hava a 
good many vessels cruising about, that havo taken several 
Ships bound to this place; besides, there has been such 
blowing weather, that I believe there are a good many ves- 
sé]s drove off the coast, which will be obliged to winter in 
\ the West-Jndies ; however, lrere are so many. got safe here, 
* that both army and navy have plenty of aap 


7] 
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They were alittle short of thing when I arrivod, which 
was attended with no other incouvonience than the trouble 
of pulling down somo of tho Rebels’ houses to burn, which 
has thinned them a litte; but now we baye got a large 
supply of conls, which it is expected will servo the remain- 
der of the Winter. 

We are so close shut up here, that we know very little 
of what is doing any where. Fresh provisions are very 
senice; but f hope it will not bo tho cnse long, as there 
are more troops and transpoits expected very soon. 

The General has detained most of the ships that came 
with piovisions for the army, and the Adminal those that 
came with provisions for the navy; so that we make up a 
Jarge fleet, | believe the finest ever seen hore, 1 imagine 
they will find employment for us all in the Spring, as it is 
repoited we aie to have three different armies in the field. 
At present, wo have nothing to do but keep ousolyes 
fs warm and merry as wo can. . . 

Tho Rebels have beon very quiet over since I arrived. 
Thoy gave a small alarm about a fortuight ago, which oc~ 
casioned a little confusion, but was soon over. ‘The offi- 
cers have fitted up a play-house, and some of them had 
wiote a farce, called Lhe Blockade of Boston, The first 
night it was ta be acted the house was very (ull. Tho 
play being over, the cartain was hauled up for the entare 
tainment to begin, when a Sergeant came in and told the 
officors the alarm guns wore firad at Charfestown, which 
mado no small stir in the house, every one endeavours 
ing to get out as fist as possible; and immediately wo 
heard a prety smait fring of small arms, Tt being dark, 
and the rascals making a great hugaaing, TF did not know 
what to make of it at first, but it was soon over, $0 that 1 
went quietly to sleep about oleyen o'clock, and next mors 
ing found all the mischief had been done was thice of 
four mon tuken, who had been among the old ruins of 
Charlestown, a mill burnt down, and the company disap 
pointed of their entellainment, 


CAROLINE COUNTY (VIRGINTA) COMMITTER, ‘ 
January aoutrts, 

The Committee of tho County of Caroline, averse to 
rondering any person a publick spectacle of contemps, ex- 
cept for a Nagrant breach of the General Association, and 
having once oxcased a certain Rodham Kenner, of tho said 
County, for deviating from the ruleg prescribed by the Gon- 
gress, now find themselves under the necessity of publish 
ing to the world the infamous behaviour of the said Kenner, 
who, forgetting the former clemency of this Commiltee, 
has a socond timo violated the Associution, by continuing 
to game unlawhully, and to entice others, fiat,"by making 
them drunk, to become partakers of his guilt. Bese cits 
cumstances 'heing fully proved to tho Committea, thoy 
would bo forgetful of their duty, if they did not adviso the 
people of their own County in paiticular, and of the Colony 
in genoral, to avoid all manner of dealings with tho said 
Rodham Kenner, anil to troat him in future ds every enemy 
to American liberty deserves. or 

Anrnony Tuornron, Chairman pro tem. 
Sanurt [awes, Jun., Clerk. 


CHARLOTTE COUNTY (virainta) COMMITTEE, 


In Committee, held for Charlotte County, January 0, 
1776: a 

The Reverend Thomas Johnston presented’ the fol- 
lowing concessions to this Conmniltee, expressing his con- 
trition for his former behaviour; which were appioved, and 
ordered to be published in the Virginia Gazette, viz: 

«Gentimwen : My having diunk success to tho 3rttish 
arma, in company with Mrs. Zankersly and Mv. ddmund 
Read, 3 well ag haying continued to deal with Mr, Me 
Connico, a then violator of the Association, which gave 
offence to the good people of this County in general, and 
to yon in partioular, gives me real conaern, Lfowever, I 
solemnly declare it was dono inadvertently, All my de- 
pendance, my nearest and dearest connextons, are td this 
country, and I expect to share with the Americans in the 
present unhappy contest, whether the event proves good or 
bad. Ifthe most a a sorrow for having made tive 
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of an unguarded expression, joined ta the most determined 
resolution of promoting the interest, happiness, and pros- 
perity of America, (according to the best of my powor and 
capacity,) can obtain your forgiveness, L shall then think 
myself extremely happy in being re-established in tho good 


giaces of my country, Trromas JounsTow. 


To Mr, Auexansper Purnin: 
Sim: Please to insert the above in your paper at the 
request of the Committee of Charlotte. 
By order of the Committee: 
Wiiurzan Jameson, Cleric. 


STEPHEN WEST TO MR. BURGESS. 
a Woorlyard, January 30, 1776, 

Sin: I wrote to you pretty fully from Fredericktown, 
to the care of Mr. Sprigg and Mr. Hall, and wrote also 
to those gentlemen, T hope you, and your spouse and 
family have been happily situated this Winter, [have just 
received a letter from your brothei-in law, Captain Robin- 
son, who is gone out Lieutenant in an armed vassel in the 
service of the Province, I shall give you his words: “1 
have another request to make you about a matter Lam very 
anxious for, viz: that you will please to countenance my 
biather-in-law, Mr. Burgess; he is come over at an unlucky 
time for himself, as to what he primarily intended, but he is 
romarkably ingenious, and well versed in drawing and in 
military matters; he may be a very useful hand at this 
time, should there occur any thing in which he could be 
employed, Tam confident his conduct would give satis- 
faction,” 

So far your brother, Now, sir, in conformity to his Jet 
ter, I have wrote to the honourable Conneil of Safety at 
Annapolis. If you have an 
will be your best way, I think, to wait upon them and ofler 
your service; and if you have interest enough with Mr. 
Hall, either (o go with you or unto the Council of Safety 
in your bebalf, 1 think it might be of service. The small 
acquaintance between us prevents my saying farther. My 
respect for Jsatah and all his friends is sincere. 

Ang Lam, with very good regaid, sir, your fiend and 
Sarvant, 


To My. Burgess, at Lagerstown. 
pS 


If you como tifis way, I shall be glad to seo you, 


Srepnon West. 
at 


STEPITEN WEST 0 DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS SENITER, 
a Woodyard, January 30, 1776, 

My Goon Sm: Having occasion for some money this 
week, t have sent up my son with tho agement, order, 
and certificate, relative to my powder and lead, with tho 
amount. I shall be much obliged to you for your fa- 
vour in despatching him, as be proposes to return the sama 
day. Ihave wrote to the honourable Council of Safot 
upon this and other matters, From my agreement with 
the Committee of Secrecy, the Treasurer, I think, ought to 
pay m8"at once; but you know best whether you or your 
clerk must first give an order, What is the highest ex- 
change you give for good bills? Please tell idly. Ten- 
close the papers. 

I am, with sincere respect, your faithful and obedient 


servant, "* 
’ Srerusy West. 


To thé Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifir, Esq. 


“a Wy great 
STBPHEN WEST TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 
Woodyard, Sunuary 30, 1776, 
sHoyounranin Genriesen: I think it my duty (o ac 
uaint You that I havo received a letter from Captain Isaiah 
Hobinsog, Lieutenant of the Horner, Captain Stone, dated 
off Annapolis, desiring me to racammend him to your fa- 
vour. I know him to be a very honest, sensible, faithful 
man; it will be seen how he behaves in his present station. 
He writes to me on another subject. I shall give you his 
words ; f 
“TL havo another" request to make you about a matter 
that I am very anxjous for, viz; that you will plense to 
7 
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countenance my brother-in-law, Mr. Burgess; he is cone 
over at an unlucky time for himself, ns to what he prima- 
rily intended, but as he is remmkably ingenious, and well 
versed in drawing, and in military matters, he may be a 
very usaful hand at this time, should there oceur any thing 
in which he could be employed. Iam confident his con- 
duct would give satisfaction.” 

So far Captain Rodinson; and as to the gentleman in 
question, Mr. Burgess, L have seen him; ho is a sensible, 
clever, middle-aged man, fiom Ireland; brought his wile 
and children, and is now at Ilagerstown, His intention 
was for Fort- Chartres, on the Llinois, in the view of a grant 
there, where he has friends. 1 believa he is both a sea 
and land officer—perhaps of the Marines. Ie appears to 
me to be a man of gieat spirit and understanding ; and, if 
he was to engage in the American service, would be of 
use. Captain Stud/, or some of tho officers there, might 
sound him, but I would iather wish that the honourable 
Council themselves were to examine him. I enclose a 
letter to him, which may be forwarded or not, a8 you judge 
ploper, 

Last night, about eight o’clock, came hero a drummer, 
engaged by Colonel Ahwdock for Captain Sims's Com« 
pany, on foot, Le had a letter for Colonel Sims, and being 
resolute to proceed, I sent a servant and horses with him 
to Colonel Sims, 

The man informed me that one of the Minuto officors 
from Alorandiia had wiote to his wife that Lord Dun- 
more was on his way up to Alexandria, and would be up 
as soon as the river permitted, therefore desited her to re« 
move; that thirty wagons weie constantly employed at 
Alecandria, removing their effects, &e, Colonel Shas 
wrote me Inte last night, that John Murdock, trom George- 
town, wiote him by the drummer that Dunmore was above 
or about St. Mary’s, in his way up to Pofomacic, and that 
they were thore preparing to reecivo him; but whether the 
there related to Georgetown or St, Mary's, I cannat tell; 
possibly Georgetown. This intelligence I thought it my 
duly to communicate, at 

When [ was at Annapolis, in December, I received an 
oder from the Commitice of Socreey to keep what pow- 
der and load T had for their uso, and they took an obligation 
from me so to do till they ordered a person to view it, 
when I was to bave an order for my money, ‘ho Con- 
vention ordered Colonel Sims for that purposo, wha sent 
here Mossrs, Crawford and Lee. They saw it, took sam- 
ples, sent them to Annapolis, were proved, and forind 
good. Since then, the samo goutlemen came here upon 
some disturbance on the Potomack, and desired, in the 
name of the Committee of Observation, that for safety it 
might be removed, under their inspection, to Marlborough, 
Accotdingly, the next day I examined and weighed it all; 
had it put into good tight barrels, well coopered, carefully 
enn with hay, in trunks, well corded, and sent to Marts 

orough, according to the gentlemen’s directions. There 

the whole lies ready for iemoval, and I desire to be paid, 
for which 1eason I send the necessary papors and authoii- 
ties, Ihave an immediate occasion for the money, or I 
should not, just now, have sent, 1 apprehend the trunks 
and cording are absolutely necessary for the safe-keeping 
and transportation, but if thought otherwise, I will very 
readily kecp them. Ihave been very exact and careful 
in this business, which | hope the honourable Council will 
approve of, 

Ata time when there is so much to be done,as I think 
would employ every zealous man, 1 wonder fo sev'sq little 
stirting hereabouts, and my own busy head antl? fingers 
without a task—it is a very happy ciieumstance for me at 
this time, and I rojoice that matters are in other and abler 
hands, My good wishos and endeavours shall never bo 
wanting of any occasion. 

With the greatest esteera and respect, 1 am, honowable: 
gontlomen, your most faithful and obedient servant, 

Srrpumn Wust- 


hiveye 


Tothe Honourable Council of Safety. 7 


P. S. Mr, Crawford this day examined the powdér and 
saw the lead weighed, of which he has’ given aGartifiddta 
annexed to this order of the Committes of Sacteby. - My 
son will watt.on you, and receive Sp gorer, aid take in, 
my obligation of cre ae necessary. s, W. 
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ROBERT ALEXANDER TO THE COUNCIL OF SAFETY OF MA* 
RYLAND. t 
Philadelphla, January 30, 1776. 


Genriumen: You have, enclosed, two resolutions of 
Congress, one respecting the collector of gold and silyer 
for the pay of tho troops in Canada, the other on the nse 
of Mr, Juge, referred to Congress by the Convention of 
your Province, 

In consequence of the resolve of the Convention, we 
made application to Congress to grant permission to con- 
sumé the tea imported before the Ist of February last. 
The application was refered to a Committeo of tho 
Whole Hisciad, where the subject was debated for two 
days, and overruled by a majority of seven Colonies to 
five, (the last New-York, Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela- 
acare, and Maryland,) and a sepoit made by the Chairs 
man that itwas inexpedientto alter the Association, ‘This 
report now lies on the table, 

+ The loss of Goneral Monégomery, with the particulars 
af his unfortunate attack on Quedecie, you will have heard, 
Measures are now taken by Congress which, f trust, will 
reduce Carleton and his few troops before the end of Z'eb- 
ruary, Had one-third of the succour been sent Montgo- 
mery, in all human probability the life of that brave and 

allant officer had been snved, and Quebeck long ere this 
in our possession. 

The instructions of the Convention are come to hand, 
but not as yet laid bofore Congress. 1 am much pleased 
with them, ‘Chey entiely coincide with my Judgment 
and that line of conduct which Lhad determined to pursue, 
The Farmer, and some others, to whom in confidenco they 
wera shown, say that they bronthe that spirit which ought 
to govern all publick bodies, firmness tempered with mo- 
deration. 

4am, gentlemen, with respect, your humble servant, 

opent ALEXANDER, 


To tho Honourable the’Council of Safety. 


GEORGE LEN TO COLONEL, JOSUUA BEALL. 
Gishorough, January 30, 3776, 
TIN, when I receiy- 


Seslon wad nitenaded Tor (he 
mens County, 1 should have then re- 
"1 was nominated by the officers of the com- 
sues of which the Lower Battalion is composed as a 
Field-Officer of that battalion; and as the gentlemen 
thought me unworthy of a commission there, 1 hog leave 
to retuin the one they sent me. I never aspired afer a 
commission any where; but as the gentlemen officers 
aforesaid thonght proper to mention mo in their return, I 
should have dono all in my power to render them satis- 
faction, had I been appointed. 

af hope my refusal to act ander this commission may 
m ¢ 


Sir: Had E known on Sun 
ed it, that the enclosed c 
Upper Battation ip det 
turned j 







he construed into any disrespect shown to you and 
thosa under your command, as I can assure you nothing 
of {he sort is intended. 
Tam, respectfully, your humble servant, 
Georae Ler. 


ae 


To Colonel Joshua Beall, 


A Ot 


BERKS COUNTY (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE, 
i Roading, January 30, 1776, 
The Committee of Berks County being justly alarmed 
at the attempts of the enemies of America, in the different 
5 parts of this Province, to depreciate the Continental Cur- 
yenoy,and having received information that Gaius Dicken- 
gon, a, publick Friend, has becn one of the instruments in 


PlanseAings 50 fatal a measure, the Committee, being de- 
termjged tg support the said Currency, sent for the said 


Gailts Dickgnsan, who, boing brought before thom, made 
the following Decimation, which was voted shtisfactory : 

« Whereas, T, the subscriber, have unfortunately cen 
guilty of endeavouring to depreciate the Continental Cur- 
rency,, but being now convinced and satistiod that such a cone 
duct is highly unbecoming the duty of an American, and 
tonds immediately to obstruct the measures gnlculated to 
preserve the liberties of this country from wie crue} and 
unrelenting oppressions of thé British, Court, ‘do.mogt sine 
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cerely acknowledge the heinousness of such offence, do beg 
pardon of ny offended countrymen, and do also hereb 
solemnly engage and promise not to bo guilty of a Jike of 
fence in futuro, but to conform to suclt measures ag shall 
bo adjudged necessary for the preservation of the rights 
of America, trusting and confiding that nothing will be ox- 
peeted fiom me inconsistent with the religious principles of 
the Society with which ] profess. And as a further atone- 
ment for my misconduct, F request this acknowledgment to 
bo wade publick, in hopes itinay deter others fam commit- 
ting the like offence. 

Witness my hand, this thirtieth day of tho fist Month, 
in the year of our Lord 1776. 

* Gaius Dickenson.” 


At the same time, ono William Gilliland, who had 
been some timo in confinement by order of the Committee, 
was brought up and discharged, after subseribing the fol- 
lowing Acknowledgment of his misconduct: * 


* Whereas, T, tho subscriber, have been so very wicked 
and abandoned as to speak at sundry tines disrespeattully 
of the honournble the Continental Congress, and also have 
endeavoured to depreciate their Curvency, for which de- 
testable conduct 1 have, deservedly, been contined in the 
jail of this County by the Committco of said County, byt 
being now fully convinced of the heinonsness and howid 
tendency of such conduct, do hereby, in the fullest: mati 
her, most sineersly beg pardon of my justly incensed 
countrymon, and do promise heieafier never to be guilty 
of the like, but in all instances to conform to such rules 
and regulations as may bo instituted by that very vespeota 
ble body for the preservation of our invaluable, bot invaded, 
rights and liberties ; and do furthor requost that this my ace 
knowledgment may be made publick, that others may be 
deterred fiom following my shameful and wicked practices. 

“In “witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, 
this thirtioth day of Jazanary, in the year of our Lord 


Ene. « Winuiam Gitrananp.? 
By order of the Committeo: We 
Manx Byrn, Chatlyman, 


BANUEE TUCKER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRISB. 
[Road January 3), 1776.) 
Trenton, Janubry $1, 1776, 
a B 

Dean Sin: I was last Saturday in Burlington ; went to * 
the Barracks to take a view of that part of Colonel Maas 
well’s Battalion, which 1 found in want of many necessa- 
ties, which must bo provided for them before they can 
march. They are really, generally, likely men, On ox- 
amining, | found the four companies had arms about suflj- 
cient for ones On my return, | received, per Captain 
Scott, the four thousand dollars granted by Congress; on 
whieh applied to Colonel Maxwell, and informed bin 
that any of his Captains might now be furnished with mo« 
ney to purchase ams for thoir company, The Colonel 
replied, it waa now too Jate, that his battalion was under 
marching orders, unless tho arms could be pot at Phila 
delphia, to which place ho would immediately go for that 
purpose, and to whom, for finther information, 1 must beg 
leave to refer you. 

E called at Bordentown, and endeavoured to procure 
quarters for the oflicers who are prisoners,in thig town, but 
was disappointed, for I could neither hire « heii nor pet 
them boarded on nny termsin that town, So htt, if Con- 

ress are determined to remove them from this town, 
which to me uppenis undoubtedly right, for too many rea- 
sons for me to cnumernte. 

I shall, if well, set off for New-Brunswick to-morrow 
morning, to meet our Provincial Congress, and shall pay 
duo attention to your several Jotters and the resolutions 
therein enclosed, in particular the officers’ baggage direeted 
to be forwarded, &e. 

Ha quantity of arms are to he got, T have desired Colo. 
nel Mazwell to callon mo for money to pay for thom. 
must beg leave to refer you to the Colonel far farther pnt. 
ticulars ; and believe that I am, with great sincerity, your 
most obedient, humble servant, ‘ 

*Samunn Tucker,’ 
, To the Honaurable, John Hancock, Baq. 


. 
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To the Honourable the Congress of the Colony of Naw- 


York. 


The humble Petition of sundry of the Militia of Mannun- 
rown, in the County of Unsrnn, showeth : 


That some time past they were formed into a company, 
consisting of about one hundred men, and pursuant to the 
resolves of tha Congress, chose their ofliceis, of which 
Cornelits EF, Wynteoop was Captain, who accordingly had 
their commissions from the honourable Congress. 

That since their being commissioned, the said Captain 
hath been promoted to be a Major, by which there is now 
a vacancy of the Captain’s post in this company. ‘That 
since the vacancy happened, we have requested clection to 
fill up said vacancy; bot the Committee of Marbletown 
have denied us the privilege of voting in a Captain, and 
appointed three of the Committee of Mardletown, to ad- 
vertise, and call the company together, which accordingly 
was done, and requested the opinion of the company in 
this manner, to wits That if the majority of the company 
weie for choosing an Ensign, and the Subaltern officers to 
be preferred, they would allow election for an Ensign, but 
if the majority were for choosing a new Captain, then to 
allow them no election, and requested thair opinion in this 
manner, whether they chose a new Ensign, and the Sub- 
allern officers preferred, or whether they chose a new 
Captain? and the majority was for a new Captain, fifty- 
nine to twenty, We, therefore, pray the directions of this 
poe thorein, and we, as in daty bound, shall ever pray, 

a, 


‘Yoh Mashrouck, 
Javobus Rosa, 
Mozsea ‘Torditligos, 
Jolin Kentor, 
Solomon Jahnson, 
Snauol Miamo, 
Simuel Gibson, 
Williim Duntap, 
Corn, Vin Demorck, 
Sovoryno [usbrouck, 
Johannty Smith, 
Jncob Kontor, 
Wilham Koator, 
Cornolius Connoway, 
Tonns Sinith, 

Hugh Russ, 

Jolin #hinlison, 
Jacobus Conner, 
John Connor, 
William Connor, 
‘Witliom Ynrdly, 


Bily'r.Van Doimotck, Fredaick Koyzor, 
John Bouty, Johannia Bartlofalk, 
Corn, Van Dormorek, 'Thouns Camor, 
Johny Van Dontnerch, Jacob 8t-lio, 
Sol, Van Donmorok, Andere Koysor, 
Petrus Smith, Petrus Van’ Leuven, 
John Van Vitet, Willam Jolinson, 
Gasparus Shui tor, Dirick Bush, 
Andcrisa Davia, "Punts Rosa, 
Allick M.Ginnis, — Dirick Sluyter, 
William M. Giants, Daniel Van Leuven, 
William Bonson, Johannia Koater, Jr, 
Alexande: Mynro, John Enme, 
Abraham Rosu, Gysbort Rosa, 
Josaph Claiwater, John Eranciwska, 
TFredornck Clarwater, Andous Fiero, 
'Phomaa Clarwater, — John Van Wagonon, 
Tanac Cluiwetor, Martin Midldagh, 
Dauiol Clarwater, Johannis Middagh, 
Jacob Clarwvater, Goaggo Middagh, 
Cornelius Coyzor, Abraham Mitdagh, 
arta Bs arly Tang Sluyter, Robot Bontty. 
*Poutua SMilh, Jn, — Josoph Koyzor, 


Mivararown, Janugry $0, 1776, 
7 
WILLLAM BEDLOW TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFLTY. 
» 6 January 30, 1776. 
Sm: I have taken tha liberty of enclosing to you my 
accounts with the honourable Provincial Congress of Netw- 
York, as a Commissioner of Fortifications, at the rate the 
honourable House fixed the same, and beg you will lay the 
same before the Committee of Safety, humbly requosting 
they will favour me with an order for the amount. My 
health, being restored, I propose to yoturn to the fort in a 
Tay’ gp'two,'and shall be glad to receive any orders the 
honotirable Board may have to give me. 
Lam, with respect, sir, your bumblo servant, 
‘ Wintas Beptow. 


To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq,, Chairman of tho Com- 
mittee of Safety. 


4 
To i oh the Provincial Congress for the Colony 
_ of New-York, convened in the City of New-Yonx. 

The Memorial of the subscribers, being non- Commissioned 

Officers of the First Battalion of Minute-Men, of the 

Culy.of New-Yorx, in behalf of themselves and the 

'Provates of said Battalion, humbly showeth : 

, That the memorialisis, for tho defence of their invalua- 
cble rights and privileges, formed themselves into different 
companies, under different officers, whose commands they 
have at all times with cheerfulness obeyed. 

That sometime after they had formed themselves into 
different companies, the companies to which they severally 
belonged were formed into one Haltalion, by the style and 
title of the First Battalion of the Independent Companies. 


« 
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That after they had so formed themselves into 2 batta- 
lion, Field-Officeis were appointed. That after the ap- 
pointment of Field-Officers, pursuant to an ardor or recome - 
mendation of the honourable the Continental Congress, and 
of the honourable the Provincial Convention, for this Co- 
lony, they jointly and severally became Minute-Men. 

That ayreoable to their orders, as Minute-Men they 
have at all times been ready, and have actually turned 
out to do their duty as such, both by day and night, when 
so required to do by this honourable body. 

That the menrorialists have been ut great expense, andloss 
of time, in equipping themselves pursuant to the aforesaid 
recommendations, That besides the loss of time, the ex- 
penses they have incurred in the purchase of regimentals, 
arms, ammunition, and accoutrements, is much more than 
their circumstances can bear. 

That the memorialists have becn informed, that this lo- 
nourable Convention intend putting them on pay, to do the 
duty of soldiers in defending this Colony, 5 

That the memorialists have already been at a great deal 
of expense und tiouble in tuning out as Minute-Men, for 
which they have not received any seward. ‘That the me- 
morialists are ready and willing to continue and remain in 
the service of their country, as Minuto-Mon, provided they 
are paid for their former services, and are allowed a sufti- 
cient pay, to enable them to do themselves and their coun- 
try justice, and that their duty bo confined to the city and 
County of New-York, only; many of them having wives 
and families, who they would choose to defend, together 
with their country, and think the proper pluce for them to 
do duty isin this city and County only, whero their nearest 
and dearest fiends and relations aie, 

Your memorialists, therefore, humbly pray, that this ho- 
nouruble body will take (heir caso into your most serious 
consideration, and enable thom to seccive such reward as 
their former services entitle them to; and, also, to put them 
on such footing, and suffer then to remain, and do duty in 
defence of their country, and of this oity in particular, in 
this city and County only, 

And your mematialists, as in duty bound, shall ever pray, 


&e, 

Samuel Johnson, Adin. Dolmago, 
Richard Tolo Lazard, Stophon smith, 
Jacob Brouwer, Cornelius Backer, Peter Myers, 

Robort Ban y, Christophor Hutton, Alexander Andorson, 
Jobn Rommey, Thomas Warnor, Jv, John J. Myors, 
Benjamin Brown, John Brouwer, Jt, John Van Dyk, 
Loonurd Figho, Walter Mofurt, Abraham Brovorto, ts 


Garret Kip, 
Zvlla Mandovoll, Jt, 


Nich. Van Antwerp, Fiodorick Stynots, John Rusaal, "yy"; 
Win, Pen Broock, Anthony Byvanak, Jr. Potor Taulnvar, 5; wd 
Bonj. Grifith, Bonjanin Boring, — Jamos Armitage | u¢* 

New-Yorx, January 30, 1776, 
—* a, 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF OCONGTESS, 
[Read Fobiuary 9, 1776.—Rofnted to Mi, Chase, Mr, 8, Adams, Mr, 
Ponn, Mr. Wytho, Mr, Mdwaid Rutledgo,) 

Cambiidgo, January 30, 1776, 


Sir: Your favours of the Gth and the 20uh instant [re~ 
ceived yesterday, with the several resolves of Congress 
alluded to, for which E yetun you my thanks, Knowin 
the great importance Canada will be of to us in the present 
interesting contest, and the relief our friends there stund in 
need of, I should be happy, were it in my power, to detach 
a battalion from this camp, but it cnnnot be done, On the 
19th instant { had the honour to write you, which will 
fully convey the resolutions of a Council of War, and the 
sentiments of the General Officcrs here, as to the propriety 
and expediency of sending troops from these lines, for the 
defence of which we have beon, and now are obligad to call 
in the Militia, to which I beg leave to refer you. You 
may rest assured, that my endeavours and exertions shall 
not be wanting to stimulate the Governments of Connecti- 
cut and New-Lampshire to raise and forward reinforee- 
ments as fast as possible, nor in any other instance that will 7“.,, 
promote the oxpedition. : ahs 

I shall, in obedience to the order of Congress, 
intefdicted by General Lowe, propase an exchangdiehiGo 
vernour Siene for Mr. Lovell and family, and_sligll hex 
happy to have an opportunity of putting this desdiiving man . 
(who has distinguished his fidelity and re; ! a Soup 
try to be too great for peisecution and ory ‘eleonie) 
in any post agreeable to his We align. - 

Ido not kxnow that there & arty fit 


rs 
* 












Be 
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to the office of Aid-de-camp ; generally, they aro captains, 
and rank as suc; but higher 1ank is often given on account 
of particular merit, and particular chicumstanees, Aids to 
the King have the rank of Colonels, Whether any distine- 
tion should be made between those of your Coumander- 
in-chief and the other Generals, J 1eally know not. I think 
there ought, 

» You may rely that Connolly had instructions conecaled 

in bis saddle. Mr, Eustice, who was one of Lord Dun- 
mor'e’s family, and another gentleman who wishes his name 
not to be mentioned, saw them cased in tin, put in the treo, 
and covered over. He, probably, has exchanged his sad- 
dle, or withdrew the papers when it was mended, as you 
conjecture. Those that have been discovered are sufti- 
ciently bad, but I doubt not of the others being worse, and 
conttining more diabolical and extensive plans. I hope he 
will be taken pioper cave of, and meet with rewards equal 
to his merits. 
,, lshall appoint officers in the places of those which are 
in Canada, as Lam fully peisunded they will wish to con- 
tinue there, for making om conquest complete in that quar- 
ter; I with thoir bravery and valour may be attended with 
the smiles of foitune. 

It gives me great pleasure to hear of the measures Con- 
gress are taking for manufactuiing powder. I hope their 
endeavouts will be crowned with success. I too well know 
and regret the want of it. It is semeely possible to describe 
the disadvantages an atmy must labour under, when nat 
provided with a sufficient supply of this necessmy. Tt may 
soem strange, that after having received about eleven tons, 
added to about five tons which I found here, and no gene- 
ral action has happened, that we stiould be so deficient in 
this article, and require more, But you will plense to con- 
sider, besides its being in its na(me subject to waste, and 
whilst the men lay in bad tents, was unavoidably damaged 
by severe and heavy rains, (which could not havo been 
prevented, unless jt had beon entirely withdrawn fiom 
thom, and attack hazarded against us without ammunition 
in their hands,) that the armed vessels, our own oecasianal 
fhings, and some small supplies | have beon obliged to 

ford. the senport towns threatenad with destruction, to 
which may be added the supply to the Militin, and going 
off of tho old troops, have occasioned, and ever will, a large 
constimption of it, and waste, in spite of all the care in the 
world. The King’s troops never have loss than sixty 
rounds a man in their possession, independent of their stores, 
To supply an army of twenty thousand in this manner, 
would take near four bundied barrels, allowing nothing for 
stores, aitillery, &c, I havo beea always afraid to place 
more than twelve or fifteen rounds at a time in the hands 
of our men, lest, any accident happening to it, we should 
ho Ieft destitute and -be undone, 1 have been thus parti- 
culay, not only to show our poverty, but to exculpate my~ 
self from even a suspicion of unnecessary waste, 

L shall inform the Paymaster-General of tho resolution 
of Congress respecting his drafis, and the modo and amount 
of them. 

Thd Companios at Chelsea and Malden are, and have 
alivays been regimented, 

, Tt wns not my intention to replace, with Continental 
troops, the independent Companies at Ilingham, MWoy- 
thouth, and Braintrec ; these places are exposed, but not 
more so than Cape-Ann, Beverly, Salem, Marblehead, 

&e., &a,, &o, 

Ig it the intention of Congress that the officers of the 
Army should pay postage? They are not exempted by 
the resolve of the 9th instant. 

» . Tho Congress will be pleased, I have no doubt, to re- 
#eollect that the five hundied thousand dollars now coming, 
, Bre but little more than enough to bring us up to tho first 
* SY hisamonth, that to-morrow will bo tho last of ir, and 
piel vegolves the troops are to be paid monthly, 

1 Wish} my power to furnish Congress with such 
a General Y desire to sand to Cunadéd, Since the 
unhappy reverse of our afhiig in that quarter, Goneral 

Schuyler has informs me that though he had thoughts of 
declining the service before, he would how act. 

My letter of the 11th, will inform them of Goneral Lee's 
ving at New-York. He will be veady to obey their or- 
wits should they incline to send him but if 1 am not: 
* gegatly gogived, he, or some other ‘spirited, able oficer, 

ee ay at 
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will be wanted there in the Spring, if not soonor, as wa 
have undoubted intelligence that General CZindon has sailed 
with some troops; the reports of thoir number ave vations, 
from between four hundred and five hundred to nineteen 
companies of Grenadiers and Light Infantry, It is also 
imagined that tho regiments which were to sail the Ist of 
December, ave intended for that place or Virginia, Ge- 
neal Putnam is a most yaluablo man and a fine execu- 
tive officer, but I do not knew how he would conduct in a 
sepatata dejitvunaat he is a younger Major-General than 
Mr. Schuyler, who, as 1 hayo observed, having determined 
to continue in service, will, I expect, ropair into Cgnada, 
A copy of my letter to him on this and other subjects, I 
enclose you, as it will explain my motives for not stopping 
the iegiments from these Gevernments. 

When Captain Cochran uvives L will give him evory 
assistance in my power, in obedience to the orders of Can- 
giess, but J fear it will be the means ‘of laying up oti own 
vessels, us these poople will not bear the distinction ; should 
this be the consequence, it will be highly prejudicial to us, 
as we somatines pick up their provision vessels, and may 
contimic to distress them in this way, Last week Captain 
Manly took a ship anda brig bound to Boston, from Witter 
haven, with coals, chiefly, and some potatoes for tha 
army. 1 have, for his great vigilance and industry, aps 
pointed him Commodore of our little squadron, and lhe now 
betats his flag on boad the schooner Llancock, + 

I congratulate you upon the recovery of Satth, and am 
exceedingly glad to hear of the measures Congress are 
taking for the goneral defence of tha Continent. ‘The 
clouds thicken fast; where they will burst I know not, but 
wo should be aed at all points, 

I bave not succeeded in my application to those Gox 
voinments for aims; they have retuned for answer, that 
they cannot furnish any, Whether I shall be moro lucky 
in the last 1esomeg left me in this quater, L cannot deter- 
mine, not having received returns fiom tho ofliceis sont 
out to puchase from the ach I greatly fear that 
but very few will be procured in this way, as they aredxs., 
ecedingly scarce, and but a small pait of what there ee 
fit lor serviée ; whon they make their report, you shall, ba 
informed, 

The Quartermaster-Genoral has just received from Ge- 
neinl Schuyler clothing for the soldiery, amounting to about 
one thousand seven hundred pounds, York currency It 
has come very seasonably, as they ae in greatwant, and 
will conuibute a lite to their rebel. 

Since writing the above | saw Mr, Zustice, and man- 
tioning that nothing had been found in the tree,ef Connal- 
fy’s saddle, he tald ma that there bad been atPitatake in 
the matter, that the instructions wore artfully concealed 
in the two pieces of wood which are on the mail pillion of 
his portmanteau saddle; that by order of Lord Dinahees; 
he saw them contrived for the purposo, the papery put ing 
and first covered with tin, and over that with a waxed oan~ 
vass cloth. Ie is so excoedingly pointed and clear in Kits 
information, that I have no doubt of its being tues could 
wish thém to bo discovered, as I think they éontain some 
curious and extraordinary plans.* 

In my letter of tho 24th instant, [ mentioned the ani 
val of thirteon of our Caighadwaga fiends ; they honoured 
me with a talk to-day, as did thiee of tho ibe of the St 
John’s and Passamaquoddy Indians, copies of which 1 beg 


* At Fredericktown, 1 was told int f nood not oxpoot ‘ol clog, 
for I was a noted fliond to Britain, and thoy had long ondlbtt ourgd to 
gol_me in thor power, ae a) 

Ho1o wo were stuippod and soarahed again, and oxamined adparataly 
{Hfor0 the Committes, whore ono of the most illiboral, inveterate, und 
violont Robola, namod Samuel Chusze, (gon of a Leapocluble and voy 
woithy cloigyman of this Provinao,) 4 Iavyor and a mombor of tha 
Congioss, prosidad. © 

Al this place, wo woro not a little alarmod lost thoy“should disaovor , 
our instiuetions, papors, &o,, as Lhoy oxamined overy thing so etrlotly 
ax to Lako our saddles to picves, and tuko out the aluiing, and oven rip 
open the soles of aur bons, in vain, for tho object of theh searoh woe 
vob found, although thoy ao faquontly handtod what contained it. » 
Tlowovo1, by somo neglect of Coloncl Connolly's soryant, an old torn 
pluce of papor was found in his porlimantoan, which dieaovered sone’ 

ark of our design; and then Colonel Connally, to povant our falling*2y: 
immediate snerifices to a frantick mob, acknawladgad anv sommigy 
sion, ‘Tho sorvant, hawevor, who was faithful lg his teuet, boing a e 
lowed to go at largo fiom tho fitat of our confindhiont, tale’ aaro ‘to 
deatray tho mull pillion-sticks, containing thy papatt, somrgist 
inshuctions, which wa dreaded so muh boing diaboy ‘any 
oI 








ho could offect it with aaftlygwhioh pnt an ond to” ouj,anxige 
alaraig on that account,-Synitate Tout. ee yl RE Be 
2 Pe 
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leave to enclose you. [shall write General Sefityler se- 
specting the tender of service made by the former, and vot 
to call for their assistatice unless he shall at any time want 
it, or be under tho necessity of doing it, to provent their 
taking the side of our enemies. 

Thad the honour of writing you on the 19th November, 
and then.informed you of baving engaged two peisons to 
go to"Nova- Scotia, on the business iecommended in your 
letter of the 10th, and, also, that the state of the Army 
would not-then admit of a sufficient force being sent for 
carrying into execution the views of Congiess respecting 
the dock-yards, &c. 

I would now beg leave to mention, that if the persons 
sent for information should report favourably of the expe- 
diengy and practicability of the measme, that it will not be in 
my power fo detach any men from these lines; the situa- 


ton gfyour affaits will not allow it. 1 think it would be 
advisible to mise them in the castern parts of this Govern- 


ment. . If it is attempted, it must be by people from the 
country. 

A Colonel Zhompson, a member of the Genial Comt, 
from the Province of Maine, and who is well spoken of by the 
Court, and a Captain O'Brien, have been with me; they 
think the men necessary may be easily engaged there, and 
the measure practicable, provided there are not more than 
two hundred British woops at Llatifan. They ave willing 
and ready to embark in the matter, upon tho terms men- 
tioned in their plan, which I enclose you. L would wish 
fouga advert to the considerations inducing them to the 

Nition, ag 1 am not without apprehension, should it bo 
yndértaken« upon their plan, that the innocent and guilty 
Will be involved in one common ruin. I presume they do 

t expect lo beceive more than five or ten thousand pounds, 

fitioned in their scheme, and to be at every expense, If 
we had men to spare, it might be undertalcen for less than 
either, 1 conceive. Perhups, if Congress do not adopt 
thoir proposition, they will undertake to raise men for that 

articular purposo, which may be disbanded as soon as it 
1s effected, and upon the same terms that are allowed the 
Continental troops in general. 

Whatever may bo the determination of Congross upon 
the subjeot, you will please to communicate it to mo im- 
mediately, for tha season most favourable for the enterpriso 
is advancing fast, and we may expect, In the Spring, that 
there will be more troops there, and the messuic be more 
diffieult.to execute. 4 

viebaye the honour to bo, sir, your most humble servant, 
taal Groxen Wasumaron, 
To 


the Hayourable Johu Hancoule. 

Che Tell of sundry Sachems and Warriors of the Cavau- 
InaWwaca Navron, with Llis Eecellency General Wasu- 
‘snovon, the 81st January, 1776, 

Jean Baptist or Ogaghragighte, tho Chicf, prosont: 
Wo were sent by the Iive Tribes of Canada Indians, 
consisting of the Caughnawagas, 8¢c,, &c., to sea General 

Sghuyler, at Albany, and then to come-to you, to inquire 

into tha éatise of the quarrel between tho people of Lng- 

dad) our kyothers in this country. 

Kistlsiigtreaty of pence, entered into between General 
Schgyler, is} and our people, and we shall be vory glad 
if you will put your name to it, and certify that you like 
itsfand the promise mentioned in it, [This being dane,] 

We are yery glad that a firm peace is now made between 

ud and gur brothers. We now look upon ouselves to be 
fieepandtlike our brathers of New-England. The rest of, 
~ oyff peoplagataid at home, to take care of our Castle and 

*pUbliék dongerns, and sent us to do this work, which they 

vewill pide by and hold as strong’ as if they had been all 

‘théres# 

* “nm now in my awn country, where I was born, [being 
a New- Englander takon prisoner in his infancy,] and want 
Iiberly to raisemen to fight for its defence. We wish that 
you would’givée'ys a latter to General Schuyler, and inform 

in that if he wants-men to call upon us, and we will join 

» Shin, : 

~ Another of the Chiefs: 

St buke La bine is a very bad man, and we shall be 
Mf} st y at ’ 

very glid if hd was sent from Cugada}he is always ma- 

king mischief there. 
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A Tulle of one of the Sx. Joun’s Trine, attended by tvo 
of the Passamaquoppy Inpians, with Iiis Excellency 
General Wasninaton, Januany 8, 1776. 

Wo ore very glad to see you, and that we have mat our 
Coughnawaga fiends hae. The English people we 
mad, and very cross, and want us to fight against the New- 
England people. God is on the side of our biothers, and 
they will beat them. These is a Providence in our meet- 
ing our Caughnawaga fiends at this time, who have coma 
so far fiom Canada. 

We want to go home quick, to tell our fiends what we 
have seen and done here, and next Spring many of our 
Nation will come and help the New-England people, 

We are in much want of powder to hunt with, The 
old Lnglish people will not lot us have any, unless we will 
fight against our brothers and countrymen. ‘ ; 


* 
PLAN PROPOSED BY COLONEL THOMPSON AND CAPTAIN 
OBEN. 

For the expedition purposed, ono thousand men inelu- 
ding officers, four armed vessels, and eight transports, the 
inen to be inised at the Eastward, the (leet to bo made up 
at Machias, and then proceed to TPindsor, captivate the 
Tories, make all the proselytes we can, and then proeced 
to Tlalifac, If possible, destroy the King’s dock-yard, and 
town, if thought proper. It may be undertaken for five.24 
thousand pounds, lawful money, and all that can be pro» 
cured fiom the ‘Portes, or ten thousand, and the oueehalf 
of what is taken fiom them, At /Findsor, we understand, 
there is abundance of goods, which is the next capital town 
to Hulifax, We are lately informed that there is not to 
exceed two hundied British woops in Malifac, 

A thu copy: Sunpuen Moysan, 2. ZS. 


GRNERAL ORDERS, ee 


Toad-Quartors, Cumbridgo, January 26, 1776. 
(Parole, Detroit.) (Countarilgl, Spriegsteld.) 

The Captains, or commanding officers of the Milita Com- 
panies, ate to have their pay abstracts ready by the first of 
LHebriy, in order for payment, the General having bor- 
rowed as much money as will answer this purpose, rather 
thon sufler them to return without, In making up the pay 
abstracts the following method is to ba observed: Upon. 
ono side of an enti sheet of paper is to be the roll, (or 
names of the officers and men of the whole company por: 
the other side (or back of is to he the pay rbstrdory: 
in the usual form; at the foot ol the abstract is to be gq daw 
duction of the money which has been advanced to any of ~ 
the companies, and proof annexed of the justive of the: dev 
mand ; this being necessary for the Goneval’s satisfaction in 
diawing the warrants, 

The Captains, &e., are to be particnlaily careful not to 
charge pay for any of their men who have inlisted into 
any of the segiments, afer such inlistment took place, as 
the pay of those men will bo drawn by the Colonel of the 
yegiment they are now in, of respectively belong to. ‘The 
form of the oath and warrant re it would take too muolt 
time to diaw the whole at Hend-Quarters) muy be shad’ at 
the Adjutant-General’s altice, for each Captain to copy. 

The New-Hampshire Militia are to be allowed (by the 
Commissary) one penny a mile, coming and going, in lieu 
of tations, ag this allowance has already been made by tho 
Massachusetts Government to their Militia. on 

Brigadier-General Thomas, with the three ely of 
his btigade, now at Roxbury, to wit: Learne ailey, 
and /V¥ard, ne to repair to Llend-Quarlers, to-morrow by 
eleven o’clock, to have the commissions for those-tegiments 
issued, : 


eal i 
Hond-Quartors, Cambridge, January 87, 1776, «! 
(Parole, Cumberland.) (Countorsign, cia 
. * ip : 


Tlead.Quartora, Cambridge, January 98, i 








« 
(Varole, Cleaueland,) 
As the General is consenting to, and desir 
litia drawing the same pay as the Contingg 
officers of those companies are hereby i 
the first of January, their pay will be th 
cers of equal rank upon the new esta 
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that date no more than what was drawn undor the old es- 
tablishment can be allowed them ; of this, they are to take 
particular notice, that no mistake may elie 

When tho Militia are discharged, the Colonels, or com- 
manding officers of the regiments, with whom they have 
done duty, aro to take especial care that every ounce of am- 
munition is received fiom thom, (belonging to the poblick,) 
as also such men as joined tho :egiments fora month. If 
any man attempts to carry off a single grain of ammunition, 
not known to be his own, he will be pursued, brought back 
and severely punished. 

The Colonels, or commanding officers of regiments, are 
requested to buy any good arms, which the Militia may 
voluntarily incline to sell; they ae also to make out pay 
abstracts for those men who joined their regiments for the 
month of January; confining it to that month, that warrants 
may issue accordingly. 

Brigadior-General Leth, with the Colonels of his Bri- 

ade, to attend at Head-Quaiters to-morrow for commis- 
sions to be filled up. 


< 


Voad.Quartors, Cambridge, January 29, 1776, 

(Pavale, Afanly.) (Countersign, Salen.) 

Some doubts having arisen amongst the Militia Compa- 
nies, whether the two Subalterns are to be paid as Licu- 
tenants, or as Lieutenant and Ensign, tho General informs 
them that be cannot (where there are only two Subal- 
torns to a company) consider the youngest of them as en- 
titled to more than Ensign’s pay, as they wore all the last 
campaign, notwithstanding they are denominated Second 
Lieutenants, and desires the rolls may be made out accord- 


ingly. 

a he Colonel, or commanding officer of each regiment, 
iis to make out pay abstracts for the month of January, and 
lodge them with the Adjatant-General, that proper settle- 
ments may be made. _In doing this, they are to be execod~ 
ingly caioful (by causing proper inquiry to be mado into 
the matter of the Militia Captains) to prevent any mis- 
takes happening with respect to the men, who havo been 
inlisted by any of their ollicers out of tho Militia Com- 
panies; that in the frst place they may have their i 
“segared to thom, and in the next, that it may not be dou- 
bly drawn. 

Biigadior-General Spencer is to attend at Tead-Quar- 
ters to-morrow, with the Colonels, or commanding oflicers 
of the regiments of his biigade, in order to obtain the com- 
missions for their officers, 


Mead.Quartera, Cambridgo, January 30, 1776. 


Parole, Sydney.) (Countersign, Tdampden.) 
«of , pony 
er Hoad-Quarlors, Cambridgo, Junuary, 31, 1776, 


(Parole, Belhaven.) (Counteisign, Janenlers) 
+1 Richard Lhompgon, of Captain Nutting’s Company, in 
Colonel Prescot’s Regimont, tried at a late General Court- 
Martial for “theft and desertion,” is found guilty of both 
thoso orlmes, and sentenced to receive thirty-nine lashes 
for each, and mulcted twenty-four shillings and cight pence 
out of his pay, twelve shillings thereof to be paid to the 
+ prosecutor, Samuel Keys, and the rest to the persons who 
sbranght tha prisoner back to camp, 
., The General approves the above sentence, and orders 
it to be exeouted, at such time and plage as the command- 
ing officer of the regiment shall think proper. 


* 
map aera. WASHINGTON TO GENERAL LER, 
Cambridge, January 30, 1776, 

Dear Sir: I wroté you the 28d instant, and then in- 
formed you that Geneial Clinton had gone upon some 
expedition with four or five hundred men, Thero is 
good reason to believe that Zryon has applied for some 
troops, a he would join them with a great number 
of inhabiliints, so that you will see the necessity of your 
being decisive and expeditious in your operations fn that 
quarter. 

The Tories should be disarmed immediately, though it 
is probable that they may have secured their aims on board 
the King’s ships, until called ion to use them against us. 

oiyever, you can seize upon the persons of the principals. 
héy ‘rhust ba so notoriously known, that thore will be lit- 
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tle danger of your committing mistakes ; and happy should 
1 be if the Governour could ho one.of them. 

Since writing the above, your favour of tho 24th came to 
hand, with the sundry enclosures, which J have with anan- 
tion pornsed, and very mucls approve of your conduct, 

I sincerely wish that the letter you expect to receive 
from Congress may empower you ta act conformable to 
your own and my sentiments, on this oeension, If thoy 
should order differently, we must submit, as they, doubt- 
Joss, will have good :easons for what thoy may determine 
on. ve 

Tho Congress dosire I should send an active General to 
Canada. Lfaney, when they made the demand that they did 
not think General Se/éuyler would continuo in that station, 
which he has given me to understand, by some late letters 
from him, that he would. Should they not approve of the 
New-York oxpedition, and think angther General neacs- 
sary for the Northern Department, it is probable they will 
fix‘on you to take the command there. I should be sorry 
to havo you removed so far from this scone, but, if tho ser- 
vice thee 1equires your prosonce, it will bo a fine field for 
the exertion of your admiablo talents, 

There is nothing new here. Let me hear ofton' from 

& 4 


you, and believe me, &c., Geoncn Wasmnerony, 
To Major-Gonoral Lee. th ap 


— my 


sate 


aa 
GEORGH MASON AND JOHN GALTON TO MARYLAND COUN- 
CL OF SAFT'TY. 
Vaifax County, Vu, January 31, 1776, 

Sm: Boing empowored and directed by the Committeo 
of Safoty for this Colony to build two row-galloys, ono to 
carry a tiventy-four, and the other an eightcen-pounder, and 
provide three armed cutters for the protection of Potomach= 
River, wo think it proper to inform your Board that this 
measure will be carried into execution with all possible 
expedition, and that we hopo to have your co-operation in 
adopting some similar plan for the same purpose, 

Wo beg the favour of an answer by the first opportuni 


-ty, and ara, with tho greatest respect, sir, your most obe- 


dient, humblo servants, Gronae Mason 
. ’ 


Joun Gavron. 
To tho Honourable the President of the Council of Safety. 
. 


° 
Baltimoro.'fown, Jannory 31, 1770, 

Sm: As we aro desirous of kuowing what number of 
muskets are in the hands of the Militia in your brigade, 
either belonging to the publick or to individunls, we request 
that you will furnish an account of them as goon as you 
convenicntly can, distinguishing to what companies thay 
respectivoly belong, nnd thoso which are good sand -ser- 
viceablo from what are unfit for ugo; and that you recom 
mend it to, and earnostly admonish thoso of your Militin, 
whoso guns are out of repair, when circumstances ili 
mit of it, (o have them immediately put into good ordéirs 
but, that if the owners of any such guns cannot, front thelr 
poverty, repair them, and they are only defective in the 
ocks, that you have the same repaired and rendered fit for 
service at the publick expense, 

Whiting iinmediately to the Colonels and other inferior 
officers we recommend, as tho best method of gainingti- 
formation in the above particulais. : 

We are, very respectfully, sir, your most ,obellfani, ‘dor 


vants, D, or Sr. T. Janivkr, 
Cuantes Cannon, Bar, 
Joun Hany, 
¢ Jauns Tinauman, 


Philadelphia, January $1, 1776, 
Wherens, 1, FFilliam Jurrat, of Llorsham Townsbip, 
Philadelphia County, bave refused Contingnjal Curroney, 
ond was Jed thereto from an opinion of its yaluo sud Jé- 
gality, but, on mature consideration, and being showed the 


1esolves of Congress, am fully of opinign sugh money, is, 


both legal and of equal value with any olor currency now 


passing among us,,and that 1 ghall in tate ae 
ae 


money, and am heartilySsorry for my past re hel 
* TRLT AM A 


x 


is 
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COLONEL MAXWELL TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
Tronton, January 31, 1778, 

Sin: Tam favoured with yours of the 25th instant; I 
would have answered it sooner, but some of the Commit- 
tee of this town was absent when I received it, and it was 
necessary to stay for them. 

[ do assure you I am not atall absent fiom the regiment, 
and although I cunnot make arms and other necessaries for 
the men, I am endeavouring to make them soldiers, ag quick 
as Lvan.* The Congress seem to think I have mistaken 
their orders with respegt to marching them by companies. 
I have the pleasure to assure them I understood it per- 
fectly, but, until the 8th instant, we had no thoughts of 
going to the northward, and of course got clothing accord- 
ingly We have many frocks made, but nothing like half 
enough for the regiment. They might be taken for a 
Southern regiment, qnd cloth given to us. 

I must really think, that the Committee appointed to in- 
quire what was wanting to prepare us for our march had not 
all the necessary-lotterstaid-beforo-them. 11 haa Leon my 
chief object, since L had the honour to command this bat- 
talion, that they might be well armed. L have urged the 
Committee of this place on that head, and I saw Mr. 
Tuclcer’s letters, wrote very pressingly for arms and blan- 
kets, You have now sent money, but it is too late—be- 
fore the officers go to the different paits of the Province, 
gather them up, and have them repaired, it will be too lato ; 
there will nothing do at present, but about three hundred 
stand of good arms put into their hands under stoppages. 
‘Th Committee have entirely forgot canteens and camp- 


, jettles 5 camp asipees I suppose will follow us. I do 


x 


vassure you I think they ara as likely a battalion of men as 
any in the Continental service, and I hopo they will do 
heir duty with any that is not more experienced. For 
Gos aks do not let them bo disgraced for want of their 
necessities, If I might advise, £ would haye the Congross 
to send two cr three men from Philadelphia, as a Commit- 
tee to examine the regiment immediately, and make 1epott 
to the Congress what they want, and let some of these gen- 
tlemen be taken out of the Commitiee that fitted out the 
Pennsyluania Battalion, ‘The fou companies here might 
not be filled up, but those at Burlington want every thing, 
Lam determined to march off the four companies that 
aro‘ Here, with what little fitting L can get here for thom. 
They will make but a poor figure, but Iscannot help it. 
The first company 1 hope will set off the ond of this week, 
widrthe others follow as soon as they can, J should be glad 
okhtye the orders of Congross with what company I shall 
marcli. I hope with the first, for I am distressed beyond 
measure to have so fine a parcel of men under my com- 
mand, and yet so unfit for doing their country service when 
it is so much wanted. 
T,bave the ploasure to inform you that I sent out ono of 
my Lieutenants in the country to purchase blankets; he has 


"tna few days bought of different farmers about fifty; those, 


with what he picked up a few days ago, completed Captain 
Stout’s company in this article, Blankets may be hed in 
plenty through tho country. 
Lam, gentlemen, your most obedient, humblo sorvant, 
ae Wintram Maxweut, 
To,she Hsnourable John Hancock, President of the Con- 
1. aingota) Congross, at Philadelphia, 
_ COLONEL MAXWELL’S MEMORIAL RELATING ‘TO NECESSA+ 
: RIES WANTED FOR WIS BATTALION. 
‘he # January 31, 1776, - 
er Uemorandum,—The West New-Jersey Regiment aro jn 
Wallt of the following articles, before they can be properly 
eayippedfor marching, viz: ° 

Naar dhe balf their arms; Jeggins; a numbor of warm 
waistcoats; some conte and breeches; stockings to make 
two pairyper, man; some shirts; Canada caps for the 
Whole ra canteens and camp-ketilas; mittens for 
the whole Féglment; moccasins, may be had at Addany. 
About ono pair of stockings par man are furnished by Mr. 
Lowrey, The other articles he has no brdeys fiom Con- 
gress to provide,“and if he had, they could not be purchas- 
ed in dersay. Money in adyance is required. Such arti- 
cles 4% come from Philddelphig weep furnished by Mr. 
Clement Biddle. Wiutasa Maxwenn. 


Fourru Sertes.—Vot. 1¥. 
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FREDERICK MARTELL TO NEW-XORK CONGRESS, 


To the worthy Gentlemen of the Congress, Ye, Ye, the 
Petition of Puevunicx Uanrent, humbly showeth: 


‘That your petitioner hath been many yaais in the King 
of Fungary’s service, as a Captain-Lieutenant, sold out 
in the month of May, 1755, and was in several ficld-bat- 
tles ; aftorwards, entered in the English Royal Americar 
service, a8 a non-commissioned officer, on condition of 
being preferred, and after the siege at Havana the regiment 
was broke; and hath ever since followed the tobacconist 
business in the city of New-York. : 

Your petitioner, therefore, most humbly prays, as he is 
ready and willing to serve in his former calling, for the good 
of American libaity, to place him into some station, and 
give him a bith, that you, worthy gentlemen, shall think 
proper, after being examined. j 

And your petitioner shall ever pray. 

Pacoanice Hawrnna. 
Now-York, January 31, 1776, 





JONN WYLLEY ‘TO NDW-YORK CONGRESS, 
Now.York, January 31, 1776, 
Genriemen: If you should think me worthy of a Cap- 
tain’s commission, I would be willing to engaye in the gor- 


vice of my country. Joun Wynuny, 


GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRUSIDENT OF CONaNTsS, 
(Mond February 9, 1776.) 
Albany, January 31, 1776, 

Sm: I detained your axpress in hopes of some intelli- 
gence from Genoral Wooster, Tho post is anived, but 1 
have no letters from the General. All was well when tho 
post loft it, which was on the 22d, Hemet the gentlemen 
with the money at Poinf-au-Jer, and supposes they ar- 
rived at Montreal on the 28d. 

A number of Tories, in no less than forty'sleds, nro, 1 
am informed, on their way fiom Canada, 1 shall dlsposo 
of them agreenble to the resolutions of Congress. 

This moming Mr, Deane is returned from Onedda, and 
bought the enclosed speech in answer to mine, 

A grand meeting of the Siw Nations, and those of Ca- 
nada, is to be held very soon at Onondaga. I have order- 
ed Mr. Deane to return, and attond it, thnt wo may know 
what passes. Colonel Bufler is at Nidgara, whore he hae 
had a conference with the Jidians, Mr. Deane will ty 
to discover what bas passed there. %, 

Although the number of Commissioners in this Depart: 
ment is sufticient, yet it might be proper to add some who car 
attend upon all occasions ; strictly, a majority only can act 
but necessity drives me too often to act solely. Mr. Douy 
is 1emoved out of town, and the other gontlemen roside 4 
a considerable distance, so that I must not only do the busi- 
noss, but have the burden of ull that como, and they aro vory 
tioublosome visitants to a man that has ‘something to do, 

Major JIughes is still hore, labouring undor a fistulas A; 
T could not permit him to go to any seaport, I have eon 
sonted that he should go to Elizabethtown, that Dooto. 
Jones may attond and perform an operation on him thare 
Tshould not have been under oe if he hac 
been permitted to go to New-York, os he has a family ir 
Canada, and dare not go off. If Doctor Jones will no 
attend him at Btizabethtown, I could even wish he wa 
sent to Not Yori under proper restiictions, lost it shoul: 
give occasion of charging us with want of humeacily. ; 
~“L am, sit, most respectfully, your obedient, fittn: ple seu 


vant, Proiure Sgpuynen, 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., 80.) &o. 
P. S. The expross came here a passonger from Paeks- 


kill, 1, therefore, send this by the New-York post, and he 
goes down with the prisoners, 


—_ 








“cOVERNOUR TRUNBULL TO GENERAL somuys, 

Lobanon, Ja ory 

Sin: Your letter of the 23d instant, by 

livered me last evening. We shall ,depe 
who come to Albany without arms, hog 

Lope there will be more thah halfvwlig. ¥ 
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selves with such as aro good. I rendily heliove that the 
difficulties attending the mach and fatigue of our troops to 
Canada will be nothing like so great as are generally ima- 

ined. General Washington desired me, by his letter of 
the Qist instant, “ to have provision made upon the best 
terms I could, for such necessaries as are requisite for the 
jnarch of the regiment from hence.” T have, accordingly, 
appointed Mr. Strong, of Salisbury, to male the neces- 
sary provision for their march to Albany, and Captain 
Throop, who raises one company in this part of the Colo- 
ny, to tale care for the necessaries for them, until he gets to 
Canaan, from whence that company may be supplied with 
the rest of the battalion ; a regular account with the youch- 
ors thereof to be kept, that payment may be made, It is 
expected that the regiment from this Colony will march 
forward by divisions, and some of them will be at Albany 
soon, It gives mo pleasure to find that Colonel Warner 
and Colonel 2’e/lots avo in so great forwarduess to go for tho 
rolief of our fiends in Canada. 1 do sincerely congratu- 
lata you on your siiecess in disarming tha Tories in Tryon 
County, Suppressing such enemies to American liberty 
ig of very great importance. 

The account of the money advanced to the battalion 
now rajsing here, shall be transmitted to the Paymaster- 

eneral, agreeable to your request. 1 informed fee that 
Edward Mott was appointed Licutenant-Colonel! of this 
regiment, sinca which somo unensinass, arising from the 
appointment of a Field-Officer in this part of the Colony, 
remote fiom the place where most of the battnlion is 
raisad. Nathaniel Buel is appointed Licutonant-Colonal, 
on the genorous resignation of Colonel Mott, and John 
Sedgwick Major. This altoration was made in expecta- 
tion of forwarding tho inlistment in that quarter. 

‘Lhe roll of Colonel Hinman’s Regiment, nnd the one 
of Colona) MVaterdbury’s not sont, shall forward when re- 
ceived, Hope some of them will como.by Bennett, Am 
unable to say much concerning General Lee's expedition 
into the Colony of New-York, Tho constant hurry pre- 
yonts my entering into further particulars. 


Fam, sir, &0., JonaTHaNn TRumpuni. 
‘To General Schuyler. 
heal 4 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOSEPH REED, 
Cambridgo, January 31, 1776, 

Dean Sra: In my last, by Mr, John Adams, I commu- 
nicated my distresses to you on account of my want of 
your assistance, I have sinco been under some concern 
at having dono it, lest it should precipitate your return be- 
fore you avo ready for it, or bring on a final resignation, 
which Lam unwilling to think of, if your return can be 
made convenient and agreeablo. ‘True it is, that from a 
variety of causes, my business has been, and now is, mul- 
tiplied and perplexed, whilst the means of execution are 
greatly contracted, This may be a cause for my wishing 
you here, but no inducement to your coming, if you hesi- 
tated before. 

» T have now to thank you for your favours, and for the 
several articles of intelligence which they convey. The 
account given of your navy, at the samo timo that it is ox- 
caedingly unfavourablo to our wishes, is a little provoking 
to me, Inasmuch as it has deprived us of necessary articles, 
which ptherwise would have been-sent hither, but which 
a kind of fatality; 1 fear, will forever deprive us of. In 
the instance of New-York, we are not to receive a particle 
of what you expected would be sent from thence ; the time 
and season passing away, as I believe the troops in Boston 
also will, before the season for taking the field arrives. 1 
dare say they are preparing for it now, as we have un- 
doubted intelligence of Clinéon’s leaving Boston with a 
number of troops, believed to be designed for Long-Asland 
ot New Yori, in consequence of assurances fiom Gover« 
nour Tryon of powerful aid from tho Totios there. 

T hope fly, ‘countiymon of Virginia will riso superior 
to any losses the whole navy of Great Britain canebring 
on them, and that the destruction of Nonfolic, and the at- 
tempted dovastation of other places, will have no other 
offect than to unite the whole country in one indissoluble 
bond. A few moro of such flaming arguments as wore ox- 
hibited at Falmouth and Norfolle, added to the sound doc- 
fting,and unanswerable reasoning contained in the pamphlet 
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«Common Senso,” will not leave numbers at a oss to de« 
cide upon tho propriety of a separation, + 

By a letter of the 21st instant, from Genaral Wooster, 
find, that Arnold was continuing the blockade of Quebeck 
on the 19th, which, under tho heaviness of our Joss there, 
isa most favourable circumstance, and exhibits a frosh proof 
of Arnold's ability and perseverance in the midst of difi- 
culties. The reinforcement ordered ta hint will, { hopo, 
complete (he entire conquest of Canada this Winter; and 
except for tho loss of tho gallant chief and his biave fol- 
lowers, I should think the rebuff rather favourable than 
otherwise; for had tho country been subdued by such a 
handful of men, it is moro than probablo that it would have 
beed left to the defence of a few, and rescued from us in 
the Spring. Our eyes will now he open, not only to the 
impottance of holding it, but to the numbers which are re- 
quisite to that end. 

Tn my last I think I informed you of my sanding Gene~ 
ral Lice to New-York, with the intention of securing the 
Tories on Longe tsland, and provonting, if possible, the 
King’s troops fiom making a lodgment there; but I fear 
the Congress will bo dupad by tho representations from 
that Government, or yield to thom in such a manner as to 
become marplots to the expedition. The city seems to 
be entirely under the government of Zryon and the Cap- 
tain of the man-of-war, ‘ 

Mrs, Washington desires mv to thank you for the pic« 
ture sent her. Mr. Campbell, whom I never saw to my 
knowlodgo, has made a very formidable figure of the Com 
mander-in-chief, giving him a sufliciont portion of torror on 
his countenance, Mas, Iashington also dosives her com 
pliments to Mrs, Reed, as I do, and with tho sincerest re- 
gard and affection, L remain, dear sir, your most obedient 


jervant, 
ean Gronarn Wasiinaron. 


P.S, I had wiitten the letter, herewith enclosed, ba- 
fore your favour of the 21st caine to hand. ‘Tho account 
given of tho behaviour of tha men under General Mont 
Zomery |s exactly consonant to the opinion f have formed 
of these peoplo, and such as they will exhibit abundant 
proofs of, in similar cases, whenever called upon, Place 
them behind a parapet, a breastwork, stone wall, or any 
thing that will afford them shelter, and from their know 
ledge of a fire-lock, they will give a good account of the 
aneaty but Iam as well convinced, as if I bad sean it, 
that they will not march boldly up to a work, nor stand ex- 
posed ina plains and yet, if we are furnished with the 
means, and the weather will afford us a passage, and wo 
can get in men, for those throe things aro necessary, some~ 
thing must be attempted. ‘Tho men must bo brought to 
fuco danger; they cannot always have an intrenchment or 
a stone wall as a safeguard or shicld; and jt is of essential 
importance that the troops in Boséon should be destroyed, 
if possible, before thay can be reinforced or removed, Chis 
is clearly my opinion, Whether circumstances will admit 
of the trial, and, if tried, what will bo tho result, tlie all. 
wise Disposer of events alone can tell. OE 


[oennraL wastinaron] To TIE GUNNRAL CouRT OF MAg> 
SAONUBETTS-BAY, 
Cambiidgo, January 31, 1776, 

Sta: Mr. @lover called upon the General this day, ine 
forming him that tho Legislative power of thig. Province 
were about making some alterations or amendinent in thd 
act relative to captures made by armed vessels, fitted out 
gf this Colony, so as to make that act conformable to tho 
resolutions of Congress, [ce also mentioned that some dif- 
ficulties may arise after contlemnation, respecting the sala 
of prizes made by the Coftinental vessols, as it seems the 
Deputy Shoriff is ordered to take chargo of, and sell the 
prizes made by vessels fittod out by individuals, ot othore 
wise, "That will certainly militate with the agreemont en- 
tored into by his Execllenoy with the agonts appointed by 
him, who gre to have a certain commission and no more, 
for transacting that business, Now, sir, Lam ordered by 
the General to lay tho matter bofore you, requesting that 
no future impediments may arise, after condemnation of 
these vesscls, to interrupt the sale of them and cargoes.’ 
A clause, in this particulgr, enacting that all vessels} taken 
by the cruisors fitted out at the Continental expensa; shall 
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be given up to the agents appointed for negotiating that 
business, immediately after condemnation, will answer every 
purpose of this application to you. 

Thave tho honour to enclose you a resolve of Congress, 
empoweting the Paymaster-Geneal of this Army to draw 
bills on tne readout; with an extract fiom his Ietter to his 
Excellency on the same subject. 

Lam, sit, your most humble servant, 

To the [onourable James Warren, Esq., Speaker, &c. 
1 
NEW-HAMPSIUIRE COMMITTDE OF SAFETY TO MAJOR BELLOWS. 
Exotor, January 31, 1776, 

Sin: We have just received a packet from the Conti- 
nenta] Congress, informing us nine regiments ore to be 
sent forthwith to Canada, all which ave raising, and some 
on their march by this time, desiring our regiment may be 
forwarded wigh all spded,and that when any one ar two com- 
panies,are ready, to maich forward. They likewise direct 
forty shillings, lawful money, to be given each soldier well 
accoutred, as a bounty, and one month’s pay advance; 
thorefore, you may assure all the men you muster that forty 
shillings of the money you pay them is a bounty, and the 
other one month’s pay advance, Pray do every thing to 
forward the men, and hurry Colonel Waite as much as 
possible. The necessaries ave gone and going from Exeter 
to Cohass. Colonel Bedel will set off from here, wo ex- 
pect, to-morrow. ‘Three or four companies at Plymouth 
and Codass are inlisted, 

In behalf of the Committee of Safety, Iam, sir, your 
most humble servant, Mesurou Weans. 


P. S. Pay the commission officers two months’ wages. 
‘ ! 


INSTRUCTIONS TO COLONEL MOREY AND MAJOR BELLOWS. 

: In Committoo of Safety, Exoter, January 31, 1776, 
To Isnazt Money and Joun Betuows, Esquires 

As you, by vote of the Council and Assembly of this 
Colony, are appointed Mustermasters and Paymasters to 
the regiment raising for Canada, you are hereby directed, 
out of the money you have recived from the Treasury, to 
pay each soldier you shall muster, being an able-bodied, 
eflective man, and well accoutred, forty shillings, lawful 
money, as a bounty, and two months’ wages to each com- 
missioned officer, also one month’s pay to each non-com- 
missioned officer and soldigr, at the rates established by the 

‘ontinental Congress, and assist in providing for ahd for- 
warding the regiment with all speed, and make return of 
your doings as soon as may be to the General Court of 
this Colony, or Committeo of Safety. You are likewise to 
observe that the soldiers that receive the Colony guns are 
ta be informed that they are to allow one dollar for the use 
of the same; and should they not be returned at the ond 
of the campaign, they are to pay therefor forty-five shil- 
lings, lavrful money, cach ; and the ofticers are to take care 
that the above stoppages are to bo made upon making up 
the muster-rolls, 

By ordor of the Committes: 


Mesuecu Weare, 
COMMITTER OF SAFELY TO SELECTMEN OF THE TOWNS OF 
‘ NEW-HAMPSDIRE, 

: In Committee of Safety, January 81, 1776, 

Gewripmen: We have received intelligence from our 
Delegates at J’hiladelphia, that if the numbers of all the 
, People in each town are not sneedl? sent, we run the ha- 
zatr of being doomed much beyond our proportion of the 
Continental expenses. As yours has not come to hand, 
we pray you to despatch it with speed, according to the 
request made last Fall. Ifyou have sent, and it bath mis- 
carried, we must entreat your sending again. 

By ordor of the Committee: Musnecn Wrane. 

‘P. S. Pray let the return be made on oath. 

: 


t 
’ —o7 


ee 
ANDRESS OF THE GENTRY, OLERGY, ELC,, OF THE BOROUGH 
OF SUDBURY. 


Address of the Gentry, Clergy, Principal Inhabitants, 
Manvfacturers, and Freermen, of the Borough of Sudbury, 
in the County of Suffolk, presented to His Majesty by Sir 
Walden Hanmer, Bart., one of their Representatives in 
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Parliament, introduced by the Lord of His Majesty’s Bed. 
chamber in waiting; which Address His Majesty was 
pleased to receive very graciously. : 


To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Gentry, Clergy, Principal 
Inhabitants, Manufacturers, and Freemen, of the Bo- 
rough of Sudbury, in the County of Suffolk. 

Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, heg 
leave to express our detestation and abhorrence of the most 
unnatural rebellion now subsisting in your Majesty’s Colo- 
nies in America, encouraged, we fear, by disaffected per- 
song as well on this, as the other side of the Atlantick, who 
at the same time boast of the libeity and laws of the most 
excellent Constitution in the wold; yet, misled by faction 
and supposed injured rights, forget their natural duty and 
allegiance, and disown thoir subjection to the Legislative 
authority of this Kingdom, in defiance of all order and 
government. These unprecedented measures, subversive 
of every civil establishmont, must excite the indignation of 
every friend to his country, and, we are sorry to say it, call 
aloud for the decisive exertions of your Majesty’s arms, 
In times so critical, we think it our indispensable duty to 
profess our hearty zoal and attachment to your Majesty’s 
person, family, and Governmont. Confiding in the wis- 
dom of your Majesty’s Council and the spirit of Pailin 
ment, we presume lo hope that a period wall soon be put 
to these calamities. Amongst many of your faithful sub- 
jects, we, deeply sensible of the many inestimable bless- 
ings wo enjoy under your Majesty’s mild and happy 
reign, most hentily and cheerfully offer our best sere 
vices, assuring you, sir, that in this, and every part of this 
Kingdom, where wa have any connection, we shall, at the 
peril of our lives aud fortunes, maintain, support, and de 
fend, to the utmost of our power, your Majesty’s Crown 
and Government, against all the secret or avowed disturb- 
ers of the publick poace. And we farther hope and trust 
that your fleets and armigs, with the assistance of Divina 
Providence, will soon chastise and bring back to their duty 
and obedience those deluded persons who may have dared 
to violate the peace and good ordor of your Majesty’s do- 
minions in America. 


LORD GEORGE GUAMAINE TO MAJOR GENERAL WOWE, 
| Whitohall, Fobrunry 2, 1776, 
, Sm: Since my letter to you of the 5th of January, 
every effort has been exerted in the different Departments 
to bring forward the preparations for the ensuing campaign 
in North America ; and, though the severity of the wan- 
ther, almost beyond what has over been known in this 
country, very much obstructs the service in the Naval Dew 
partment, yet Tam encouraged to hope that the reinforoe« 
ment for the army under your command will be embarked 
before the end of March, and that the armament intended 
for Quebeck will be ready much sooner, 

The unfortunate events which have hay pone in Canada 
make it necessnry that we should not only exert every ens 
deavour for tho relief of Quebeck as early as possible, but 
also for having 9 foice there ready to commence its opo~ 
rations as soon as the season will admit. 

The great attention which the King shows, upon all 
occasions, to the rank and merit of his officers, would have 
led His Majesty to have appointed Major-Geneal Clinton 
to command upon this service, under Majot-General 
Carleton ; but as His Majesty’s pleasure has been already 
signified that he should command the body of forces to be 
employed upon an expedition to the southwaul, and he is 
by this time probably sailed for Cape-Feer, in order to 
wait their anival, His Majesty has thought fit that Major« 
General Burgoyne should act as second in command to 
General Carleton in Canada, and thet he should proceed 
thither with the eight regiments from Iredand, which I: hope- 
will he ready to sail by the 20th of next month, . grass? 

If Quebeck should fall before any relief can be got thi-- 
ther, and Major-General Carleton should unhappily nit 
survive the loss of it, the King’s intentions are, that<injsuah 
an event, the command of the whole..of; Hig Majesty 's 
forces in North America should devolve, poh youn It 
is also His Majesty’s intentions immediately, to appoing 
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Major-Gonerals Clinton, Burgoyne, Lord Percy, and Lord 
Cornwallis, Lieutenant-Generals in America, ‘The old 
Colonels who now act as Brigadiors are to have commis- 
sions as Major-Generals, and the other Colonels will be 
appointed Brigadiers, ot 

Tn cnse of Major-General Carleton’s death, it will re- 
main with you to dispose of the different commands as 
you, in your discretion, shall think fit. It will, conse- 
quently, be in your power to leave the command of tho 
troops on the side of Canada to Major-General Bur- 
goyne; or, if you think it moro advisable, you may ap- 
point General Clinton to that servico; and it being His 
Majesty’s pleasure that Major-General Lord Cornwallis 
should be employed in Canada, he and his regiment are 

“to be sett thither as soon as ho joins the army under your 
command, 

In the present stato of affairs in North America, the se- 
ourity of Nova-Scotia and Newfoundland aro objects of 
attention; and I am commanded by the King to signify to 
you His Majesty’s pleasure, that the two battalions of ma- 
rines now serving under your command, or auy part of 
them you shall judge necessary, should bo posted at Ifalt- 
faces and that a dotachment of Major Gorham’s corps be 

osted qt St. Joln’s, in Netofoundland, as a garrison will 
je wanted there. It is also Ilis Majesty’s pleasure that as 
many of the private men of the Sixty-Filth Regiment as 
are fit for service should bo turnod ovor to tho ‘Twenty- 
Seventh Regiment, and, if thero are more than will com- 
ploto it, you will incorporate thom in any othor corps; that 
the Twenty-Seventh Regiment, when so completed, he 
joined to tho army undor your command; and that tho 
commissioned and non-commissioned ofiicors and invalids 
of the Sixty-Iifth be sont homo to England. 

1 must not omit to acquaint you, before leave the sub- 
ject of military arrangement, that the officers of the Guards 
have expressed stich spirit and zeal for [lis Majesty’s sar- 
vica, that Elis Majesty has ordered a detachment of a 
thousand men, ron and file, with officers in proportion, 
to servo under you in America ; and T have only further 
to add, that the King is so desirous of exprogsing, upon 

every occasion, his R yal approbation of the Genoral 
Officers serving in the principal ranks in America, that 
“ho"has declared his intentions that he will not employ an 
Genoral Officer from hence who may he superior in nek 
to Mnjor-Gonorals Clinton, Burgoyne, Lord Percy, or 
Lord Comavallis. 

This letter will be intrusted to the care of the com- 
mander of His Majesty’s ship Greyhound, who will also 
deliver up to you the officers of the privateer fitted out 
by the Rebels, under a commission from the Congress, and 
taken by one of Admiral Giraves’s Squadron, ‘The private 
men havo all voluntarily entored themselves on board His 
hey fan Se ships; but the officers having refused so to do, 
it hag been judged fit to send them buck to America, for 

y the same obvious reasons that induced the sonding back 
» the Rebel prisoners taken in arms upon the attack of Mon- 
troal, in September last. 

It is hoped thut the possossion of these prisoners will 
enable you to procure the release of such of His Majesty’s 

. officers and loyal subjects as aro in the disgraceful situation 
of being prisoners to the Rebels; for, although it cannot bo 
that. you should onter into any treaty or agreement with 
Robels for a rogular cartel for oxchange of prisoners, yet I 
doubt not but your own discretion will suggest to you the 
means of effecting such exchange, without the King’s dig- 
nity and honour being committed, or His Majesty’s name 
in any negotiation for that purpose; and [ am the 
vongly urged to point out to you the expediency of 
sure, on account of the possible difficulties 
rwise occur in the case of forcign troops 
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the contents thereof, as if addressed to all tho Deputies, 
and be pleased to give us an answer, &3 Soon as you can, 
with conyenicnce to yourselves, Wo find that blankets, 
strouds, camp equipago, and cannon, to say nothing of pow- 
der, will be much wanted, and we doubt, aye vot to be pro- 
eured in this Province. When any thing occurs in the 
news way, we should be glad to have a line from you, and 
are, your most, &e, 

To tho Deputios of Maryland, in Congross, 

The following is a copy of the enclosed Memorandum 

above-mentioned, 

Mr. Chase is requested by the Council of Safoty to flr- 
nish thomuvith the price and dimensions of tho chevaux-de~ 
frise lately mado at Philadelphia, 

To inform thom whether any thing, and what, has been 
dono in Congress, in consequence of a resolye of the late 
Convention, relative to the canvass imported into thjs Pro- 
vineo by Mr. Jiu, a foreignor. 

Whether Mossts. /Villing and Morris have reocived a 
letter from Messts, Chamberlaine, Toaa, and Ringgald, 
or either of thom, advising them that this Province would 
receive five tons of the saltpetre imported by suid Pilling 
and Morris, manufactured into gunpowder, in part dis. 
charge of the powder to be furnished by them, and whd- 
ther they havo taken any monsures in consequence of it, 

Whoethor thero ava any match coat blankets or: strouds to 
be got in Philadelphia ov New-York, and to transmit the 
plates and paper directed by the money bill, to be procured 
at Philadelphia, ag soon as possible. 

Also, to inform them whether there be any probability 
of getting knapsacks, haversncks, and canteens, lor the sal- 
diers, and at what prices, respectively, and in what time 
they can be furnishod, 


JOUN DP, THOMPSON TO BENJAMIN RUMSEY, 
Gouil County, Mobrnary 1, 17700 
Dean Sm: By Captain Craig J inform you My, Na 
thaniel Reemscy is arrived. Venlfod on hiny yestorduy, he 
tells me ho has (in partnership with a gentleman of Phila~ 
delphia) about eight tons of gunpowder, and fivo tons of 
saltpetre ; ho has engaged to supply this County with one 
ton of powder, at the samo price the Commiltce of Phila 
delphia will, provided the money will be immediately ad« 
vanced, ‘This County has verg little powder; 1 am sore 
not moro than sixty pounds; the people are very unensy on 
that head, and seem much distressed. | most oarnesily 
beg that you will represent this mattor to the Council of 
Safety, and request of thom to advance to the Committeo 
of this County such a sum of monoy as will purshase ono 
ton, at the rate of twenty-five pounds por hundred, Cap» 
tain Craig,.if the Council plonses to ndvanco the money, 
will receive it, and dolivor it to Colonel John Vensdy, 
Chairman of the Committee, 
I am, dear sir, your very humble servant, 
Joun D, Tuompson, 


! 


To Benjamin Rumsoy, Esq, 


DORCHESTER COUNTY (MARYLAND) COMMITTEE TO COUN- 
oI oF SAFETY, 
Dorehoster County, Vobruary 1, 1776. 

Genriemen: Captain Joseph Robson, who communds 
the Minute Company of this County, applied Inst weeli 
to us, and informed us, that ho had, apon his receiving 
orders from the last Convention to nana his company to 
Virginia, examined the guns belonging to the men in lis 
company, and could not mako out more than ten that were 
in any sort fit for servico ; and as the Convention had order- 
ed that the company should bo supplied with arms from 
Chestertown, we advised the Captain immediately to make 
application to the Committee of that County, for that pure 
pose, which he has since necordingly done, but las been 
able to procure from thenco only ten muskots, with three 
bayonets, and not one cartridge or cnitouch-hox, of which 
articles the company are also entirely in want, 

It, therefore, under the rosolye of the Convention, be- 
comes our duty to endeavour to borrow as many fee 


will supply this deficiency, and this duty we would," with 
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gieat pleasure, readily comply with, was it in our power; 
but the scarcity of all kinds of arms in this County in such 
that we are convinced they are neither to be borrowed 
nor bought, were we empowered to purchase them. 

As this is the condition Captain oleae: company is in, 
and it is impossible for us to supply their wants, we have 
thought it incumbent on us, immediately to lay the mat- 
ter before your [Tonours, in ordor that you may givo such 
orders as you may think proper on this occasion, We be- 
lieve Captain Robson and his company are ready and wil- 
ling to march, if they can be supplied with arms, and any 
service that is in our power upon this, or any other occa- 
sion, we shall also be ready, with great cheerfulness, to per- 
form. 

We are, with great respect, gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient, humble servants. , 

Signed by order,of the Committee of Observation for 
Dorchester County. 

s James Murnay, Chairman. 
To the Honourable the Council of Safety, of Maryland. 


QUEEN-ANNE (MARYLAND) COMPANY OF MILITIA TO COL- 
ONLL ROBERT TYLER. 

Sim: At the same time that we regard the loss of you 
as our chiof, it affords us infinite plensure that you are ap- 
pointed Colonel to our battalion, to which tuly honour 
able and exalted station wo beg leave most sincorely to 
congratulate you. 

Prompted by. gratitude, wo cannot omit this opportunity 
to expiess our thanks for your uniform, steady, and manly 
opposition against evary attempt of tyranny and usurpa- 
tion, from whatever quarter, to destroy the constitutional 
rights and privileges of the subject ; you having early in life 
distinguished yourself as a bold and forward leader of op- 
position, and a most daring champion in the publick cause, 
gained so much the esteem and confidence of the publick 
that fo ware elcoted a Burgess for this County, since which 
you hive eminently appeared an independent agent for the 
people, and a faithful trustee of that sacred charge commit- 
ted to a Representative by his constituents, Your conduct 
Jast war, a war truly national, demancs the acknowledg- 
inents of all good men and friends to America; for ata 
time when others wero spending their time in idle dissipa- 
tion, and wallowing in sensuality and exces of ease, though 
blest with so large a fortano that you might have staid at 
home and, basked in the sunshine of afluence, you en- 
tered a volunteer in,the service of your country, and go- 
nerously took up arms and risked your life in a wilderness 
ngainst cruel Savages, in defence of our glorious Constitu- 
tion, and to the relief of the poor distressed frontier inhabi- 
fants. 

Boing fully persuaded, that without the most perfect har- 
mony and union among ourselves, the great events which 
havo happened in our fayour, wil] not have those perma- 
nent good consequences so much wished foy, be assured of 
our most earnest desire, that all party honts, dissensions, 
and broils, may be finatly abolished from among us; our 
salvation most clearly deponds upon it; at atime when we 
are all afloat in the same bottom, and must inevitably sink 
or swim together, surely we ought now, more particulaly, 
above all things, to love one another. May we all heartily 
unite, hand in hand, against the common enemy, (who 
would rejoice to sce divisions among us,) is tho prayer of 

yours, &o. 
To is agreed that this Address be published. . 


GCOLONEL TYLEN’S ANSWER, 


> To.the Genilenen, Officers, and Soldiers, belonging to the 
‘ Quexun-Anne Company of Militia: 
Gengtuwen: Be pleased to accept my best thanks for 
your very: neighbourly and most friendly congratulatory 
address, on my being raised to so honourable a station as 
that of Lieutenant-Colonel in the battalion to whioly you 
belong, You have expressed your approbation of my 
pwomotion in terms that do me much honour. We are all 
of us, at this time, unhappily forced into a most unnatural 
civil war, by the vile machinations of a despotick Minister, 
whose aim is to exchange the I{ws and maxims of our hap- 


> 


CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c:, FEBRUARY, 1776. 


906 


py Constitution for the exercise of tyranny and arbitrary 
ower over us, learned fiom the most despotick Courts of 
wrope. I have, therefore, drawn my sword with you in 
defence of invaded liberty, our very best inleritance ; and 
you may be assured in such a contest, 1 will prefer even 
death itsélf to an unmanly, base submission, May the 
Great God of Heaven stretch foith his arm to us in the 
day of so hard a trial, is the prayer of, 
Gentlemen, your much obliged, faithful servant, 
Rozent Tyner 
P.S, You may be assured that! will, as you have de- 
sired, uso my best endeavours to cultivate harmony and a 
good understanding between our officeis and brother golé 
diers, as the only sure way to save us fiom destruction ; 
and as to all matters that have been unwarily thrown out 
(o create disturbance, 1 am for burying them in oblivion. 
As your address is to be published, request you will pub- 
lish my answer. Iam, &c., RT. 


GENERAL SCHUYLER TO JOHN McRESSON. 
Albany, February 1, 1776. 

Sin: Mr. Hancock had already transmitted me like 
copies of the resolutions of Congress, as were enclosed in 
yours of the 25th ultimo, which [received yestorday. 

1 have more reasons than one for wishing that no com- 
missions may be sent to me from the Committee of Safety, 
to be delivered to tho officers they may ploase to name, 
The Colonel of the regiment will be the proper persdn to 
distribute them, 

Lam, sir, your humble servant, 

Pur Senvx.en, 


To John McKesson, Esq., Sccretary to the Provincial 
Convention of New-York, 


THOMAS YOUNGS ‘10 NEW-YORK CONGRESS, =! 

Bag-THurhonr, Fobruary 1, 1778, 
Genrtemen: Enclosed, wo send you the most correct 
map of the east end of Long-Island, and the islands adja- 
cent, we were able to take at this difficult season. ‘Tho 
bearings and distances of tha points of land are chiefly 
taken by the compass; the soundings and shoals tnken 
from the most oxperioncad coasters wo have here. The 
ice prevented us from taking them ourselves. a3 

Tam, gentlemen, your most obediont, humble servant. 
By order of the Committee : ; : 
Tnomas Younas, Chairmai,*' 


To the Honourable Provincial Congress. 
' 


GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGIESS, 
Albany, 10 o'clock, A, M., Bebruary 1, 1776, : 

Sin: Just now Colonel Easton arrived from Montreal 
with the prisoneis mentioned in tho enclosed list; they 
immediately go to Lebanon, 

General PVooster, in a letter of the 20th ultima, says: 

‘L havo just received intelligence fiom our army before 
Quebeck; they still continue the blockade with spiril, yet are 
greatly distressed for want of men, being alarmed almost 
every night, and having so few men, if not assisted in a lite 
tle time, good as they are (and men nover behaved better) 
they must be woin out. I have sent them a reinforeoment 
of a hundred and twenty, who, J expect, will arrive there 
to-mosvow, and another party of seyenty will set off fom 
this place this» morning. 

«What our people at Quebeck will do, or what any of 
us can do for want of money, God only knows. Money 
we must have, or give up every thing. Every engine is 
sat at woik to disoredit us with the peopleof the country. 
Our friends are alrendy drained. If the Junkes nve not 50 
taken as to render it prudent to venture the military ches} 
across, cannot some tiusty person come on with ac thous nd 
or fo pounds for present uso, and in the meantime yeshal 
make every shift to promote the service, “ate 

«T mentioned in my last, that cannon, moron ine 
munition might be wanted, Should be glads"df “your 
thoughts upon the subject, and to know!what-ghantity, of 
‘powder crn be forwarded, and hojvratiny Gagnon and hor: 
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tars, and what size. Mr. Pelissier, of Three-Rivers, has 
sent to me to know the size of our mortars and cannon, ag 
he is about casting shells and shot, 

7 think it of importance that whatever is sent, should 
be here by the first of March ; by that time, if proparly as- 
sisted, we shall bo able to erect batteries. They must be 
cannonaded in earnest; the place is strong, and thoy are 
determined to hold out desperately, you will, therefore, sea 
the necessity of spirited measures in order to take posses- 
sion of it bofore they can be reinfoiced from Great Bri- 
tain.” 

Mr, Antill has this moment delivered mo your favour 
of the 20th ultimo, 

I believe there is left, at the posts above, one eighteen- 
pounder, nineteen twelve-pounders, twenty-nine of nino, 
twenty-three of six, twenty-five of four, and somo swivels. 

I shall immediately employ people to cut and draw tim- 
ber for repairing “¥condcroga, provided I can get forage for 
horses, It will be much less expensive now than in Spring 
or Surnmer; bat an Enginaer should bo sent up for the busi- 
ness; nor can 1, without the assistance of such a person, 
ascertain the number of cannon necessary for its defence. 
They should all be of the largest size that can be had. 

IT have already transmitted General /Voos¢er the former 
resolutions of Congress; those by Colonel {azen will 
send on by that gentleman. 

T am, sir, most sincorely, your obedient, humble servant, 

Pusir Scuuyumn, 


To the Honomablo John Iancock, Yisq., &e., bee. 

Stato of the Military Chest, Aunany, Janvany 28, 1776. 
Recoived at two different times, - + + $240,000 00 
Issued to variousporsons, + - ~ * ~ 174,089 26 


Remain in Chest, - - + - + $65,910 75 


Jonatian Trumuuts, In, Paymaster-General, 
To the Honourable Major-General Schuyler. 











: 
< GENERAL ARNOLD TO PRESIDENT oF CONGRESS. 
Camp before Quobook, Fobrunry 1, 1776, 

Dean Sut: Ihave the pleasure of acquainting you we 
still Hold our ground before yaa and keep the enemy 
closely blockaded, though we have received but a small re- 
inforcement of one hundied and fifty men from Montreal. 
The enemy have, within this ten days, sallied out twice at 
Polace-Glate, with about four or five hundyed men, with a 
view of seizing two field-picces we havo on that side; our 
men advanced briskly to attack them, when they made a 
precipitate retreat under cover of their guns. I make no 
doubt of holding our ground, as we expect a reinforcement 
daily, which we ave anxiously waiting for, as the duty is 
very severe, 

L-have taken the liborty, in former letters to the honour- 
able Continental Congress, to give my opinion in regard to 
men and measures necessary for the reduction of Quebeck, 
The necessary ways and means for supporting those men 
I have omitted, as Geneial Montgomery, in his life time, 
tvanamitted you his sentiments on tho matter, as well as on 
the nédessary measures for forming a lasting union between 
this country and the Colonies. I have only to observe, if 
the capital is taken I believe paper money will soon have 
A currency, 

Major John Brown, who camo down with General Mont- 
gomery, with about one hundied and sixty men collected 
from different regiments, now assumes and insists on the 
title of Colonel, which, he says, the General promised him 
at Montreal, ‘That the General promised him promotion, 
‘he told me sometime before his death. When Major Brown 
wrote 1 temind-him of his promise, the General handed mo 
his'lottet, and 'told me, at the same time, as Colonel Luston 
and Major Brown were publickly impeached with plunder- 
ing the officers’ baggage taken at Sorel, contrary to articles 
of capitulation, and to the great scandal of the Amerscan 
Army, he could not, in soiscience or honous promote him, 
oes Brown,) until those matters were cleared up, He 
then sent for Major Brown, and told him his sentiments 
on the matter very freely; alter which I heard of no fur 
th application for promotion. This ttansuction Colonel 
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Campbell, Major Dubois, and sovoral gontlamen, wero 
knowing to. As Colonel Easton and Major Brown hava, 
doubtless, a suficiont sharo of madast merit to apply to the 
honourable Continental Congress for promotion, L think it 
my duty to say the charge balore-mentioned is the publick 
topick of conversation at Montreal, and among the oficars 
of the Army in genoral; and, as such conduct is unba- 
coming the character of gentlemen or soldiers, I believe it 
would give great disgust to the Army in general if thosa 
enilemien wore promoted before thoso mattors were clon 
ed up. 

This will be delivered you by Mr. David Hopkins, a 
gentleman who came out a volunteer with mo; his spirited 
conduct, both on march and sinco our arrival in this coun~ 
try, merit my recommendation to your notice, of which I 
think him worthy. “4 

Tam, with the greatest respect and osteem, dear sir, your 
most obedient and humble servant, . 
Benepror Annoy. 
To tho Uonowable John Eancock, sq, 

P, S. Tho contents of the enclosed lotter f do not wish 
to be kept from the gontlemen mentioned therein; the 
publick interest is my chic! motivo for writing, I should 
dospiso myself were 1 capable of asserting n thing in preju- 
dico of any gentlemen without sufficiont reasons to make it 
publick. _ ‘ B.A. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SONUYLER, 
Cambridgo, Fobiuary 1, 1776, 

Dear Sm: On the 27th ultimo, L had tho ploasure of 
writing you, and then montioned my being under some om 
bariassmonts respecting the application which I expected 
from our Carighnawaga friends, 1 hava now tho ploasure 
to inform you, that ina tale they honoured me with yes« 
terday, they put tho matter upon the footing I wished ; that 
is, to join the forces in Canada whenever you shall cull 
for their assistance, 

They requested me to certify my approbation of the 
treaty thoy had concluded with you, which I did. Upon 
the occasion they expressed much satisfaction, and said 
that they were now happy thet a firm peace was mado bo- 
tween them and their brothers, and that they were now 
freo like the New-England people. J heartily wish that 
this union may be lasting, and that nothing may east up to 
interrupt it. ‘The expediency of calling upon them I shall 
leave to you. Circumstances antl policy will suggest the 
cecasion. I promised them to write you by Colonel Bedol 
of what they had done, and shall submit it to your disera~ 
tion to communicate to thom such paits of this as you may 
think necessary, 

I have advanced one hundred pounds, lawful money, to 
Colonel Jedel, for tho expensos attending their rowrn 
home. This he will account with you for, 

Lam, dear sir, your affectionate, fhambls sorvant, 

Gora Wasuinaron, 
To the Honourable Major-Genoral Schuyler, 


GENERAL WASITINGTON 10 COLONEL REDEL. 
Cambridgo, Fobruary 1, 1776. 

Sm: The Continental Congress having enlled upon the 
Government of New-Ilampshire to raise a regiment for the 
service of the United Colonies, which thoy havé accord 
ingly complied with, and appointed you to the edimmuand of, 
I have to desire that you will use your utmost diligonce and 
despatch possible, to raise the said regiment, and maich it 
info Canada by the way of Number Four and Onion River, 
on which communication a supply of provisions will be laid 
by order of Major-General Schuyler. This regiment is to 
be raised upon the Continental astablishment, und agrea 
able to the terms and requisition of tho Congress, as trans 
mitted to Neto-Lampshirs, 

As the nacassity of reinforcing our troops, posted before, 
and forming the blockade of Quebeck, is too apparent to 
noed description, I would have you ardor each company to 
march as fast as they are raised, the whole patting them- 
selves under the General, or commanding officer in’ Cana 
da, as fast as they arrive there, Such necossaries ag are 
indisponsably necessary for the use of your regiment, will), 
I expoct, bo procured foi you by ydur Colony, in alte = 

7 4 . 
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doing of which, and on your march, I recommend the 
ulmost economy that can be used consistent with de- 
spatch, 

You will take under your care, Jean Baptist, together 
with the other Indians, (now at this place,) of the Caugh- 
nawaga tribe, and conduct them in the safest and most 
agreeable manner to themselves into Canada. You will 
receive a warrant upon the Paymaster for one hundred 
pounds, lawful, with which you are to bear their expenses, 
rendering an account of the just expenditure thereof for 
their use, to the Commissary of the Northorn Department 
when you get there, who will be adveitised of this matter, 
and directed to settle with you. 

These, are, sir, my instructions, to which I doubt not you 
will pay a proper attention. I must again recommend your 
making all possible despatch; and that you may have a 
share in the glory of expelling the instruments of Minis- 
terial tyranny fiom that fair Province, is the sincere wish 
of, sirp your most obedient servant, 

Groner Wasurnaron. 


To Colonel Timothy Bedel. 





GENERAL WASHINGTON TO TIMOTHY PICKERING, JUN. 
Cambridge, February 1, 1776, 

Sin: Your favour of yesterday, 1 received, and am sorry 
to hear that the quota of Militia, which the town of Salem 
was to furnish by resolve of the honourable General Court, 
eannot be had. 

The generous tender of sorvices made by you, sir, and 
the rest of the volunteers, claims a return of my sincere 
thanks, Should I have occasion to call upon them, I shall 
do its at present I wish them to continue at Salom, and to 
hold themselves in readiness, 

Lam, sir, your and their humble servant, 

Groner Wasnineron, 


To Timothy Pickering, Jun., Esq., Salem. 


ROBERT UH, HARRISON TO WILLIAM WATSON, 
Cambridgo, Fobruary 1, 1776, 
Sin; Major Hobart will want one hundred tons of the 
coals taken in the two prizes sent into your place by Com- 
modore Manly, As it is for the publick service, his Excel- 
loncy is willing to let him have them, ho paying es much 
for them as any one else would. 
His Exdellency desires you would be careful to prevent 
a waste of this article, as it will be very much wanting for 
the publick works. {Je is informed that there has been 
somie pilfering already. I am, sir, yours, &e, 
To William Watson, Esq., Plymouth. 


ROBERT I. HARRISON TO WILLIAM WATSON, 
Cambridgo, Fobruary 1, 1776, 
Sim; Your favour of the 29th ultimo, is come to hand. 
There must be an inquiry made into the conduct of that Cap- 
tain, who so shamefully deserted his Commodore. Please 
to Jet the General know which of the schooners it was, 
The General thinks it will be proper that the Captains 
of these vessols prove upon onth their private propaty; 
after which you may deliver to them all except the beef 
and pork, which ho thinks most probably belongs to the 
vessels. {fit does not, it is clear that they must be meant 
for supplying the enemy. Upon that principle, he does 
not think it will be proper to give them unto the Captains. 
Hig Excellency has no objections to these gentlemen’s 
returning to Plymouth ; nor has, he any objections to their 
disposing of the checks and baize at your place, if they 
choose it. He is pleased that the schooners got under 
way. Yours, &c, 


To William Watson, Usq., Plymouth. 


— 


By His Excellency Gzonan Wasiineron, Esg,, Comman- 
der-in-chief of the Army of the Unirep Coromies, 
To Wiuutam Burke, Esq. 
By virtue of the powers and authorities to me given by 
the honourable Continental Corfgress, I do hereby consti- 
tute and appoint you Captain and Commander of the 
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schooner Warren, now lying at Beverly Port, in the ser- 
vico of the United Colonies of North Ameriea; to have, 
hold, exercise, and enjoy the said office of Captain and 
Commander of the said vessel, and to perforin and execute 
all matters and things which to your said office do, or may 
of iight belong or appertain, until further order shall bé 
given herein by the honowable Continental Congres’, 
myself, or any future Commander-in-elfief of said Army; 
willing and commanding all officers, soldiers, and persons 
whatsoever, any way concerned, to be obedient and assist- 
ing to you in the due execution of this commission. 

Given under my hand and seal, at Cambridge, this 1st 
day of Jebruary, Annogue Domini 1776. 

Gongs Wasninaron. 
By His Excellency’s command: 


To Captain Wilkam Burke, of the Warren. 


Officers of the Armed Vessels, fitted out by order of Giene- 
val Wasmnavon, on the Ist of Frnrvany, 1776, 
Hancock. 

- Captain and Com. 1 January, 1776. 

Ist Lieutenant, - 1 January, 1716. 


John Manly, 
Richard Stiles, - 


Nicholas Ogilby, - 2d Lieutenant, - 1 January, 1776, 
Lue. 
Daniel Waters, - Captain, - ~ 20 January, 1776, 


1st Lieutenant, 
2d Lieutenant, 
Mastor, 


Franxuin, 
Samuel Tucker, - Captain, -  - 
Kdward Phittiplace, 1st Lieutenant, 
Francis Salter, ~~ 2d Lieutenant, 
Harnison. 
Charles Dyar, - ~ Captain, - ~ 
Thomas Dote, - « Ist Lieutenant, 
John Wigglesworth, 2d Lieutenant, 
Lynou, 
+ - Captain, - 
- + Ist Lieutenant, 
- » 2d Lieutenant, 
Wanurn. 
~ Captain, - « 


William Kissick, 
John Gill, - 
John Diamond, 


20 January, 1776. 
20 January, 1776. 
20 Junuary, 1776. 


20 January, 1776. 
20 January, 1776. 
20 January, 1776. 


20 January, 1776. 
23 January, 1776. 
20 January, 1776. 


1 February, 1776, 
1 February, 1776. 
1 February, 1776, 


John Ayres, 
John Roche, 
John Tiley, 


William Burke, 1 Fobruary, 1776. 


! 
Cambridge, Fobruory 171776, 
Wo hear, that as Captain Manly was coming out oft 
Plymouth, January 80, on armed big, (which went from 
Boston for the purpose of taking him, as he supposed,) 
gave him chaso, upon which he ran his vessel on shore 
alittle south of the North-River, in Scituate, The brig 
came to anchor, and fired not less than four hundred times 
upon the privateer; but, very romaikable, no man was 
even wounded, Ono ball entered the stern, and passed 
but about six inches from Captain Manly, who was con- 
fined by sickness in his cabin. The next day one hundred 
and thirty balls were found upon the adjacent shore, 4 
Besides the above, which is from a correspondent near 
where the affair happened, we hear, that after the big 
ceased firing she mannect her boats, boarded Captain Man- 
ly’s vessel, (the people being ashore,) and endeavoured to 
set her on fire; but seeing our people coming upon them," 
they were glad to get off without effecting their design, 
She has since been got off, is refitting, and nearly ready 
for another cruise. 


JAMES OTIS TO COUNCIL OF MASSACUIUSETTE. 
” Barnstablo, Fobruary 1, 1776. 
Gunrienen : This encloses the examination of one FA]- 
Tam Lleath, the master of the sloop Botsey, taken and 
brought into this harbour the 81st of January last, by Caps 
tain Jonathan Howes, &c., bound fiom Nova-Seolfa,to ; 
Bostin, to supply our enemies, and who has beer in.thfte, 
employ fora considerable time. Ile appears to mg, toy a 
a surly, inimical fellow to this country, and he dest 
his papers, save the register and shipping paper, (an 
am told, that was his orders, if he wes likely. td,be,taken.) 
It is reported that he beat one al. bieramant men so that 
his life is in danger. Some others of them frozen, that I 
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haye had the examination of. But three of them which I 
also enclose. ‘They ale, also, unable to travel as yet, and 
go are gone on board again to be subsisted there out of the 
cargo, by Captain LHowwes’s consent, until they are able to 
travel to Cowt, or otharwise. Mott and Peters, belong to 
this country, and Peters has a wile and family at Salem, 

If the Council have occasion for them, they shall be 
sent lo them, but-it appears to me that they woo forced 
into the service, But Meath appears to me to bo a bad 
man, and ought to have good care taken of him, My son, 
‘Colonel Otis, has ordered him to your Honours, with a 
proper guard, : 

Jam, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Janes Oris. 

To the President of the Honourable Council, in Water- 

town. 


JOSEPH OTIg TO COUNCIL OF MASSACITUSEYTS. 
Barnatublo, Fobruary 1, 1776, 

Yowounrn Sini-By Cupuain Daniel Howes, t lave 
the plegsure to send to the Council a mastor of a vossel 
taken off our harbour. The papers Captain Lowes has 
will inform as to the circumstances. ‘The hands that aro 
aboard appear to be very honest men, and forced into the 
service, and aro about entering aboard an armed vessel 
fixing from here. 

Colonel Lhisha Doan has sont two vessels from Cha- 
tham to the FVest-Jndies, within a fortnight, and Captain 
Solomon Davis is fixing two from here, I hope tho ho- 
nourabla Council and House will inquire whother thoso 
men havo leave, if not, 1 hope there will be proper orders 
about them, 

L have the honour to be yours, and the honourabla Coun- 
cil’s obedient servant, Joann Orie, 


To the Honourable the President of tho Council, at F¥a- 

dertown, 

Williamaburgh, Virginia, Fobruayy 2, 1776, 

We have the pleasure to inform the publick, that Colo- 
nol Charles Carter, of Stafford, goes prosperously on with 
this manufactory of Saltpetre, and gives it as his opinion, 
that were people in general to pay proper attention to that 
business, Virginia might pay her quota of tho expenses of 
the war by it, as every housekeeper can, with much caso, 
maka more or less. That gentleman writes on tho 2st 
instant: “I have got the following Salipotre Woks esta- 
blished, and am now on my way to many estates, where I 
hope that more will bo set on foot in a very short tine 
and can with truth aver, that nothing but the neglect of 
the overseers can frustrate the scheme. No proper direc- 
tions for making Sah ih having appeared in print, it may 
ho yxppcted that I should publish my own process; but as 
it would tako up too much of your paper, L shall only mon- 
tion, that any person may be taught by applying to any of 
the‘following gentlemen: Messrs, Gilpin and Laréshorn, 
‘Alexandria; Mr. Robert Bailey, Colchester ; Mr. John 
Murray, Dumfries ; Mr. John Smith, Aquia; Mv. Jos/ua 
Brown, at Ludlow Farm, in Stafford; Mr. William Nel- 
ton, ip Caroline; and Mr. William Grifin, of King and 
i i At Aguia we now make about twelve pounds 
of tefingd saltpetra perday, at Dum/ries, eight pounds ; at 
Ravensworth, twenty pounds; at Alevandria, ten pounds ; 
at Colchester, six pounds; and, when the whole gets in 
motion, I do not doubt making from five hundred to one 
thousand weight per day, which I hope will add spirit to 
our glorious cause.” 


THOMAS JOHNSON, JUN., TO DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER, 
7 Frodorick town, Fobinary 9, 1776, 
Dean Sim: I yosterday received yours, advising ma of 
our meeting in Baltimore the 29th past, My farnily’s 
jaing several of tham indisposed, the badness of the wone 
ther, and the probability of your breaking up but o*liule 
alter the time I could get to Baltimore, has prevonied my 
setting out. Mr, Stand’s inability to go to Philadelphia 
Will Shorten my stay here, 
Tam told that Clapham, of Virginia, agreed yesterclay 
with our gunsmiths for a nambor of rifles, and thai the Fir 
ginians are purchasing us all they can. J fear, unless what 


CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., FEBRUARY, 1776. 


912 


useful guns that enn be bought are purchased immediately 
for aur troops, wo seal have sollicrs without aring. The 
one hundred pounds soatmo by Mr. Jord, will buy only 
twenty rifles, : tes, 

Mr. Dughes hag st nguine expeotalions of complying with 
his contract for cand on. ae ; 

J am, dear sir, your very affectionate friond, 

"Tuomas Jotnson, Jun. 


To the Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, lisq. 


FIELD-OFFICERS OF RLK-NIDGE BATTALION TO MARYLAND 
0 OUNCIL OF SAFETY. 
Hk.Ridge, Mobruary, 2, 1776. 

Gonreemen! The honourable Convention having been 
vonsod to appoints Pivkl-Oficors for the 2elle- Ridge 
Battalion of Militia, ancl wo, well knoaving the situation of 
said batialion respecting fire-arims, many being*without any, 
aud others in suel order that, were wo called to action, 
watald nat he able make a propor defence; and wo,con« 
sideving that ata yerry small oxpense to the Province many 
of tho guns belonging to tho poorer people, who cannot 
conveniently pay lor the repairing and putting them in pro- 
por order, could bo noade fit for use, beg leave to request of 
your Llovonrs, that should you think it expediont that said 
arins should be repaired, to signify tho samo to us, and we 
will have them dowe in the most speedy, chenpeat, aud 
offeotual manner. * 

We are, respeoifully, gentlemen, your most obedient 


Bervannts, "Tomas Donsny, 


Joun Donsny, 
Enwanp Garrnen, Jun, 


To the Honourable the Council of Safety for the Province 
of Maryland, 


erent 


LINDENBERGER AND MeOLELLAN TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF 
SARL, i 
Baltimore-Lown, Fobrunry 9, 1776, 

Grovnemen: At tho sitting of the last Convention wo 
brought a sample of gunpowder mado by us. Thomas 
Johnston, Esq,, acyxminted us ft was approved of, and a 
resolve was mado,ned entered, to lend us (if required) any 
sun of money,not Amounting abovo ona thousand pounce, 
without interest, for two years ; but, ns the gentlemen in 
Convention and wo did not know on what terms we should 
agres, Wo were informed the matter should be left to, the 
consideration of the Council af Safoly, which would git in 
Baltimore, and wey therefore, beg loavo to nequaint the 
gentlemen, whenever thoy shall think proper, we shail 
attend, 

Gentlemen, wo awo, with due respect, your voryehunble 


sor vans, 
7 Gnoken Linonamrain, 


Jonny MoCunnnan, 
To the Council of Safety of Maryland. 


SAMUEL CTIASH TO DANIEL OF 87, THOMAS JANIVER, 
Charlestown, February 2, 1776, 
Dean Sin: Captain Nathaniel Ramsey inforins mo, 
that he can procure about one hundred and forty yards of 
country-made cloth, at about eight shillings, currency, per 
yard, and linen, country-made, fiom two shillings four 
pence, to tivo shillings cight pence, fit and proper for hune 
ting-shits, enough for his company. The cash will be 
recessary, L once xnore take the liberty ‘td remind you of 
the gun-locks in the hands of Mr. S. Fest. 
I shall be glad to rendq tho Province, or you, any sere 
vice in the city of PAiZadelphia, 
Lun, sir, with gard, your obedient servant, 
Samenn Carase. 
To the Honourable Dantel of St. Lhomas Jenifer, Baq. 


MARYLAND DELEGATES TO COUNCIL, OF SAFETY, ; 
Philndolphia, February 8, 1776. 
Genrirnen: Last night wo received your letters by 
Maynard, covering the resolutions of Congrosy relative’ 
the plates and paper for tho presont currency, As the furs 
nishing devices isa business'to which we are entire stanx 
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gers, we have advised with Doctor Benjamin Franklin, 
and shall, with his assistance, set the engraver to work in 
afew days. ; 

As the Convention have ordered both plates and paper 
here, we submit to you, whether it would not be expedi- 
ent to have the printing, also, done by Lall & Sellers. 
OF this we aro certain, that the business would be done 
with nach greatcr expedition, But in this shall be govern- 
ed by your-directions, 

With respect to cannon, so far as we can form any 
opinion, from the short time to make the inquiry, none can 
be had here, or from any of the Eastern Governments ; 
they are very scarce through: the whole Continent. 

A Committes of Congress, of which Mr, Rogers is a 
member, have been appointed, to make inquiry into the 
quantity of cannon on hand, and what will be wanted, and 
where, and on what terms they can be had. No report is 
yet made, byt a letter from Mr. Chase to Mr. Paca, men- 
tioningthat Hughes, in Frederick, had contracted with the 
Convention to supply our Province at thirty-two pounds 
ten shillings, being communicated to Congress, tho mem~- 
bers of the Committee were immediately very desirous to 
seo Mr. Hughes, to know whether he would make the like 
contract for supplying the demands of Congress, This 
will convince you that a supply cannot be had from hence, 
and that you must rely on your own resources, by casting 
them in the Province. 

Mr. Pace purelinsed fiom Mr, Morris twelve guns, of 
aix-pound balls, for six hundred pounds, by order of Mr. 
Johnson; thoy would have been sent down, had not the 


ice stopped the navigation, Winans Paoa 
3 


re R. ALEXANDER. 

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland. 

P.S. Agreeable to your request, a passport was granted 
Maynard, who proceeded immediately to New-York. 

Mr. Purviance enclosed us affidavits of two skippers, 
who had been taken by Lord Dunmore, mentioning that 
a pilot-boat, with a clergyman from Maryland, had arrived 
at Norfolk, who gave information of the outfit of the store 
and provision vessels. Lf you have heard of this business, 
be pleased to advise us; we aro desirous of knowing the 
sank a difficult task at present. 


2 
LORD STIRLING 'TO,PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 
{Raforrod to Mr. Ohnso, Mr. Rutlodge, Mr. Wytho. 

” Blizabothtown, Fobruary 2, 1778, 

Sin: The cargo of the ship Blue-Mountain- Valley, is 
now chiefly unladen and brought up to this town, except 
the coal, which it will be best to take out as it is disposed 
of. 

T have, as yet, received no orders from Congress rola- 
ting to this ship, nor no answer to the three letters to you 
relating to her, since her capture, and of which it was im- 
possible for me to keep copies, 

Captain Dempster is very desirous of returning to Eng- 
land, Two of his Mates, and the foremast-mon, would be 

jad of working their passage home, or through the West- 
Sudies, It will, perhaps, be best to send them to Phila- 
dglphia for that purpose, in preference to any of the ports 
to the eastward. 

Tam told that the Congress has established some rules 
with regard to prizes, and, also, some Admiralty jurisdic- 
tion; but, as 1 have not seen them, [ cannot tell whether 
this ship is comprehended within them, and shall he glad 
to be instructed with regard to that point, . 

T now enclose a copy of the orders I gave to!Captain 
Rogars,vhen T put the ship intg his charge. ‘This Cap- 
tain Rogers was woll recommended to me by the New- 
Yorle Committee of Safety, He is, | believe, as fit a man 
a8 a to command a ship of force; or, if it should be 
thought proper to keep three or four small sloops, to run 
in and out of Sandy-Hook, and the inlets of Egg-Harbour, 
Barnegat, &e., | belicve he would be a very propor per- 
gon to command them. 

Some attempts have been made, in this Province, to 
break through the prohibition ordered by Congress to the 
shipping of lumber and provision. Thave taken every step 
in my power to prevel tits andshave laid the whole pro- 


4 


ceedings before the Convention of this Province, which is 
now sitting at Brunswick. 

Enclosed is a copy of my letter to them on that subject, 
as, also, copy of my letter to them on the subject of arms, 
and I hope they will come into the measure I have recom- 
mended ‘to them. , 

T now, also, enclose copies of the orders F sent to Colo-, 
nel Maxwell, with regard to preparing his regiment for 
marching to Albany, and his answer thereto. These would 
have been transmitted sooner to you, but my absence a 
few days from this place, on the little naval ‘excursion, and 
my illness iv consequence of it, for a day or two more, has 
thrown me behind hand in my correspondence, which 1 find 
swells to such a size that it will be impossible for me to get 
through it with any regularity, without the help of one or 
two good clerks. 

T just hear that seven hundred men, from Netw-England, 
arrived in New-York this afternoon, and that General Lee 
is at King’s Bridge with a like number. 

T have the honour to be, with groat respect and regard, 


elt n ant, 
your most humble servant, Saincanes 


To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. * 


In Committoo of Safety, Now-York, Junuary 25, 1770, 

My Lonrp: Since the last communication betweon your 
Lordship and us, concerning the arms we undertook to sup- 
ply you with for the troops under your command, we have 
oiders from Congress to reisa four new battalions,. besides 
one which before that time we wore under orders to raise. 

Wo are, also, informed that there aro still thirty stands 
of publick arms in tho town of Newarie, which ave not ap+ 
popraisd to tho use of your troops. ‘There may be others 
in the same situation in other parts of your Colony, and we 
conosivo ita hardship to be obliged to forward a depatt- 
ment of service out of our Colony, by supplying those arms 
which we intended for you, and which, with many moro, 
will be wanted for equipping our own battalions, We can 
assure you, my Lord, with the greatest truth, that wo are 
totally at a loss how to supply our now levies with arms, 
without taking them from onr Militia, which nothing but 
the most urgent necessity will justify,as by that means the 
defence of this important post will be weakened, 

We, therefore, canostly request you to 1olease us from 
our former engagement to you, and are, my Lord, ost 
respectiully, your Lordship’s obedient, humble y 

y order of the Committeo; ‘ 
Josern Hanuerr, Chairman, 


To the Right Wonourablo the Earl of Siirting. 


Elizabothtown, January 28, 1776, 
Sim: I reccived your letter of tho 25th, respecting the 
one hundred stand of arms which you were to ha¥e sup- 
plied me with. I shall lay tho letter before tha Continental 
Congress, and the Convention which meet this week at 
Brunswick, in hopes that some othor means may be taken 
for providing an equal number, eel 
A cortain ship is lately arived here with storég,,gome of 
which, perhaps, may be of use to the publick sef¥ice un-° 
der your direction. I, therefore, subjoin a list of her cargo, 
in order that you may know whether any part of it will be 
useful for that purpose. The ship is about one hundred 
feet long on the main deck, and will commodiously, ofiry 
twenty six and ten three-pounders, HV. Ht. is well yors 
thy of your confidence. * 
T have the honour to be, your most humble servant, 
Sripumnd. 
To the Chairman of the Committee of Sufety,at New- 
York. * 


Blizabothtown, Pobrnary 2, 1776, 

Sin: Some timo ago I obtained a promise from the Cana © 
gross of New-York to supply my regiment with one haps, 
dred*stand of arms, to be paid for out of tho moneys »ndé 
vanced by the Continental Congress for paptabit aying. 
for the New-Jersey troops. Four more ‘new tegimetits. 
being ordered to be raised in the Provinee of Newark, 
has put the Committee of Safety of that Pravinéd tinder the 
necessity of desiring to be released fom thel promise, as. 
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will appeafrom the enclosed copy of 2 latter which I have 
received fram them. ‘This Pe eaineats together with 
others, will Jonvo my battalion “deficient upwnids of two 
hundied stand of aims, notwithstanding tlio seventy-nine 
which I have recoived from Hackensack, and thity-six 
from Newarke; and how to remedy the deficiency [ know 
not, unless the Congross of New-Jersey will order that such 
of the Provincial arms, impotted duting the last wat, as 
are not yet disposed of by the counties or towns, to which 
they wese sont, be immodiately collected and paid for, to 
such counties or towns, out of the moneys advanced by tho 
Continental Congross. This, 1 have 1cason to believe, 
would produce a considerable number, as 1 am informed 
the Counties of Monmouth and Middlesex have nover yet 
disposed of their quota of those amis, Bo pleased to lay 
this matter before the Congress of New-Jersey. 

And am, sir, your most humble sorvant, 
Srimuina. 


Eliaabothtown, January 27, 1776, 
Sing. I do now deliver into your custody and charge, and 
youre hereby authorized and directed, in behalf and on 
account of the Continental Congress, to take charge of the 
ship ‘Bhue- Mountain. Valley, lately commanded by Cap- 
tain John Ldamition Dempster, and now lying at or near 
-Elizabethiown-Point, n New-Jersey, with all her cargo 
and stores, and the same to prose: ye and secur’ in the best 
manner you can, unul furthor oer from the Cantinental 
Congress, their Gonoral or Commander-in-chiol in this Pio- 
Vingo, for the time being. 
And you aie, in the most exact way in your power, to 
‘seo'that the snid Captain Dempster’s privato property on 
‘board said ship, and that of cach of his oflicers and men be 
seowed and preserved until such further oder as aforesaid. 
I shall, in the mean time, send on board, and in tho noigh- 
hourhood of said ship post such guaids as I (ind necessary 
fs preserve hor fiom any attempts that may be mado on 
her. 
Jn bahalf of the Continental Congress of the United Co- 
elonies in America, 


To Samuel Tucker, Esq, 


rind in Ma gee Srna, 
Ry Captain William Rogers. 
of : _ 

? Elizabethtown, Fobruary 2, 1776, 


‘Stn: «By the enclosed copies, which I must beg tho fa- 
your of you to lay before the Congress of New-Jersey, 
they will sce the informations 1 received with regaid to 
vessels loading in this Province with provisions and lum-~ 
ber, contrary to the rules established by tho Continental 
Congress, and the steps I have taken in order to prevent 
Lam very Intely informed that there aro now 
Mthreo yessols loadad, or Joading, with those aiticles 
"near Brunswick; they have never produced any per- 
. tiganse to me, ‘These attempts will convince tho 
e88 Of the necessity of some persons boing appointed 

to have a general superintendency of this matter, to whom 
all permits or licenses should be praduced. I haya hith- 
“fa orto adted from the necessity of keeping so consequential 
oti of Congress inviolate, FP shalJ always bo ready, 
a WUils"I romain in this Province, to give the best assistance 


f 







in spower to all publick mensuies, 
al ar, sir, your ntost humble servant, 


‘To Samuel Tucker, Esq. 


Strimuina, 


Etisabothtown, January 12, 1776, 


. De. ye Str: In consequence of ordeis I have received 
aXtomn Congress, 1 shall, 1 believe, very soon be obliged to 
order Yourfegiment to the east part of this Province, and, 
probably, ' farther, T must, therefoio, request that you will, 
As soon as possible, put your regiment in order for actual 
service, and hold them in that ordor, and in ieadinoss for 
marching, in twenty-four hours after notice. 

I now sond you two dozen of tho Inst edition of the Ar- 
ticles of War, and have dieoted Captain Conteay to send 
you from Brunswick one of the frocks of his Company, 
which you may use as a pattern, 


<To Colonel Maxwell, Trenton. 


Poa ae rT 


Sripuine. 
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Lliznbethtown, January 18, 1776, 


Dear Sin: J hopo you received my letter of tha 12th 
instant, desiring you to put your regiment in order for ace 
tual service, ns soon us possible, | have since received 
orders [rom Congiess immediately to direct you to put your 
logiment in a stato of seudiness to march to dldany, and, os 
soon as ready, toinform My, ZZuneoele, the President, thera- 
of, that the particular orders of Congress may be tansmit~ 
ted for your proceedings. Timust, therefore, request that 
you will immediately inform My, taneock of the present 
state of your :ogiment, and send a duplicate theraaf to me, 
As soon as the regimont is ready to mach, yoo will inform 
hint, as well as myself thoroof; and afierwards, ag frequont- 
ly ns you can, you aie Lo inform ine of your prococdings. 


To Colonel Mavwell. Srintina. 


Tromtou, January 22, 2776, 
My Lonn: Thad the honour of recoiving’ yours af tho 
16th instant, this day, ag also yours of the 12th, soife days 
ayo; at the same time the Musteimasier cate bere, with 
whom I was obliged to go to Burlington, hom which plage 
I despatched an officer, with a party, to the Congress, with 
the same directions you sent me, with additional orders for 
flints. { expected them from Philadelphia before this 
tina, with which I intended to havo answered yours, and 
which I hope, in some measura, will plead my axcuse for 
not having dono it before; but whenever they come, you 
ad dopend 1 shal! immediately uavsmit them to you. 
have received from Mi, Jtvingston, the orders of tho 
Congress for my march to Canada, but no ordats to trang. 
mit to them the state of my rgimont, but shall now da it 
ag soon as possible; and whon done, send your Lordship 
the duplicates, according to your sequest, and, also, an ac~ 
count of any thing besides that may bo worthy your no» 
tee. J innst acknowlodyo that, to manage a now regiment 
loft in winter quarters, amongst theh friends, and so much 
in want of every necessary, 13.0 task much harder than [ 
thought. Your drums and fifes have been herq, two or 
too days, 1 endeavoured to got an empty wagon to 
soud thom on (o Brinswicie, but could not. 1 informed 
Me. Lowrey of their being here, who promised to send 
them with the stockings, as they should come. Five hun- 
drod pair camo hore Saturday evening 5 they ure all to go 
off in the morning. wish thom safe to hard, 
And am, your Lordship’s most obodient, humblo ser 


vant, Winwias Maxwante 
To tho Right Honourable tha Mail of Stiri. 


ARDND'T VAN MOOK TO NEW-YoRI. cONERTsH. 
Now-York, Vobjugry Q, 1778, 

Gowrinnen : Maving been active in disciplineion the 
earliest poriod in which it was thought expediont to enll ug 
forth in the defenco of our country, and sellin to be ay 
extensively usefial ag possiblo, at this time of af abodying 
more tioops, am induced to delivor in my nidts to tho 
House for a Captaincy, and am lod to hape tlitt the letter 
rocommendatory, put into the hands of Joseph Lallert, 
Esq., will bo a strong motive to induce the honourable 
TIouse to grant my request, 

I am, gentlemen, with the greatest deforenca, your abe- 


dient, humble servant, Anny Viet ‘£lgax, 
To the Ilonourable tho Provincial Congrass of New Yorke. 


© Now-York, Fobrunry 1, 1776, 
Mr, Arendt Van Took, Gentleman, of this place, lately 
belonging to tho Indepegdent Company of Fusiliers, hav- 
ing served asa private in snid company, and teceived his 
discharge from the sume with intont, as he informs us, to 
entor into the Pravineial service a3 Captain, wa do, ibere~ 
foro, most heartily recommend him to the attention and fae 
your of the Congress, boing fully conyineod that (fiom the 
cheorful and unweariad attention which ho has always paid 
to his duty, and thoso mental qualifications of which ho ig 
possessed) he will fill, with honour, the station for which 


he solicits. 
gisnay G, Livinasrpy, 


* Msutram 8, LavingsTomys, 
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GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASIJINGTON, 
Lebanon, Febuay 2, 1776, 


Sm: In compliance with the requisition of the honour- 
able Continental Congress and of your lxcellency,we are, 
with the greatest cheerfulness, making our utmost exer- 
tions to raise and despatch one battalion ta Canada and 
three (9 your camp; and have much satisfaction to inform 
you, that there appears a great ficedom in our men to en- 
gage in cach of those important services ; and the regiments 
are filling up very fast; and some companies have murch- 
ed for your camp about two days since; but am just in- 
formed of a very matetial difficulty, which must greatly 
retard the maich of both, unless it can be 1emoved, viz: 
that our Treasury is entiiely exhausted of money ; without 
which it will be impossible to persuade the men to set for- 
ward to Canada, nor can it be reasonable to expect it. In 
this exiganay we kifow not what to do, and the causo must 
groatly suffer unless your Excellency can relieve us; and 
have, therefore, by advicé of my Council, sent one of the 
Committee of our Pay-Table to wait on, and sequest of your 
Excellency, the replacing the sum which they lately paid 
some of our tioops in your camp, with no other view than 
to quiet and induce them more freely to re-engage in your 
service; in doing which, I uust, they had your approbna- 
tion, The same bills they made use of for that purpose, 
were just before biought, at our instance and oxpense 
fiom the Continental Treasury, towaids teinbutsing our 
expbnses In tho wieat cause; and, judging it could not be 
better used, we improved it for that purpose, But I need 
“uso ndgatguments with your Excellency ; your own tuly 
public’ spirit and geal br promoting this unspeakably im- 
portant,cause, will be abundantly sufficient to induce you 

dom cy our request, founded only on principles of 
gerferal good, if it be in your power, 

Lam, sir, with the highest esteem and regard, your most 
obedient and very humble servant, 

Joxatian Tromsunn, 


To His Excellency General Mashington. 


— 


GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 
* Lebanon, February 2, 1776, 

Str: The three prisoneis, bearers hereof, were sont to 
this Colony in October last from Montreal, They have 
evar complained oxtremely of the hardship of their heing 
imiprig ef having ns they allege, and by all I can lean, 
never ‘ any inimionl part, but were peacexble inhabi- 
tants about their own business. They appear to behave 
like ‘persons not disposed to injure us; havo complained 
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much of their detention, and have long boen pushing very ‘ 


hurd for Jibgity to return home, but have hitherto been put 
off andgdaftined ; and now on the repetition of their press- 
ingaimportunity, | have laid the matter before my Cotncil 
of Salet dtyadvice, They are of opinion, and advise mo, 
to give'then: a permit, to retwin as far on their way as to you, 
for yous further direction, though, so far as we are able to 
judge, they are of opinion, that it will be of na advantage 
to keep them here, having teason to think they are not un- 
friendly; and that the report they will carry home, must be 
of advantage to our cammon causa; and would, therefore, 
racommend it to your [lonour, unless you know of special 
reasons against it, that you would be pleased to permit them 
to retdfi"to their respective homes, 
Monsieur Orillat, who was sent with them, (an opulent 
merchant, appeared very stubborn, refractary, an¢| inimical, 
Aind was carefully watched, and at a good deal of expenge, 
* but nog imprisoned, Jest it might disgust the Canadians,) 


~ made fils escape six or seven weeks since, and could not bo 

, found ese had given their‘parole, which he refused. 1 
doubt nat of your favour to them, as far as you shall be able, 
consistent ith the common safety. 


Lam, éir}'witl esteeni and regard, your most obedient, 
vary humble sery 
ind a ans J. Trumpton, 
Vo the’ Honourable Major-General Schuyler, 
a 


; f COSMOPOLITAN, NO. VII. 
To the Inhabitants oftihy prIGaN Colonies ; 


Farenns ano FerpoWCirwens: If rebellion ayainst 
Uscountry; can mai thé'retired repose of our hero, fie miust 


* 
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be consummately wretched. ‘If treason, if eamnge, if the 
teais ‘of widows, and, the ores of orphans; ifs thé laying 
waste whole towns, ynd mowing down whole.cdmmpnities ; 
if the saciitegious allfring, and pios(idution of dissonting 
churches; if the din of war, and gatmepts tolled in blood’ 
if poveity, anguish, barbarity, cruelty, and a distressed Con 
linent, as it were, with indignant contempt, stating from 
its foundations, to repel the hostile stroke of the proéuling 
hand, can arvest his feelings, it will, it must plant daggers 
it bis hemt, and hanow up his soul, 

Ministerial mehstics against America, since the year 
1763, are the declared, and tiue causes of present talami- 
ties, The wretch who piocured those measuies, together 
with their aldeis and abetteis, ae by every principle of lav 
and of logick, equity and common sense, justly chargeable 
with their nefarious and sanguinary consequences. ‘Their 
origin, their qualitics, thei jnogress, their ends, thoir au- 
thors, plahneis, supporters, and abetters, are made as con- 
spicuous as the meridian beamings of the sun, by a number 
of original letters, which the Representatives of the people 
gave the publick in the yem 1773, which then discovered 
the infernal scheme that was laid for the total déstruction 
of the liberties of all America, aud by the recent ublica- 
tion of another series of detestable letters {yom the same 
author. ‘This number will have fo1 its subjeot-mattor tho 
contents of the former. 

The shaces with which our unniatched bashaw arrayed 
himself, are too daik and complicated to adniit,of b com 
pleto description, With a legion of nietely imputed sintues, 
dead to tho feclings of gratitude, and the principles of coms 
mon integrity; deaf, deal as an adder to the tongue of uath 
and tho voiced of justica; his fist retuns to that munifi- 
cont country that gave him being, yielded him nourishment, 
loaded him with honouis, furnished him with wenlth, raised 
him to impoitance, and crowned him with applause, were 
a Jabourod concatenation of aspeisions, calumnias, and as 
abominable falsehoods bé aver wore propagated by a child 
of Adam. The past mistaken conlionce of his country 
men, bore a lying testimony to the goodness of hig heait, 
and the purity of his conduct. This he petvbrted to com. 
plete the ruin of those who mado him what ha was, and 
even what ho wished to be, It gave villany a vainish, 
and untuth the blush of credibility. It gave asrnetion to 
those vila, repeated misreesentations, which, under the ade 
tonsible, hypocritioa! arddins of loyalty, and the bare-ficed 
pratensions to an attachment to tie happines tour 
trymen, and the fights éf mankind, hé at antl y 
maling ; that the reins of Government were totdlly Yélaxbd’s 
that society was unhiiged ; that all was chaos, confisiod tnd’ 
anarchy; the fiends to good order and government insulted ; 
the Constitution subverted, and the laws under the feet of a 
licentious insatiated rabble, ‘This tuaflicking in lies was cat’ 
tied On by cargoes at a time, when, in point of loyalty and 
good oder, we stood untivalled by any people on the thee 
of tho cath. I dare to appeal to all mankind; to Mi, 
Hutchinson himself; to challenge overy individual in the 
Proviieo, to produce an instance in which Government was 
enfecbled, the Jaws obstiucted, guilt unpunished, ot inpd- 
coney unguarded, where it did not connect with (Heaisuihell 
authority of the King or his Parliament. How infamously 
hase, how preposterously infamous was it then, to tepregerit 
tho natuial and necessary eflects of oppressive laws, as the 
pre-existent causes that produced them, and to justily tie 
destruction of a peaceable and regular Governmentaby. the 
jurrings and disuiesses of tyranny. tied ; 

‘This was his policy: Fist to wiong andginjuré thé'gub- 
ject, and then to make the least opposition or complaint & 
jestilicatidn for the injury done them, and even agreason for 
increasing the pressure. Good Gad what slavery to bo 
denied nat only the liberty of acting, but tho privilege of 
speaking? At this period, was not our internal Executlye 

overnnent in its filll vigour, and every purpose of sdefor 
completely answered? Was thera even an aiLonypy t 
screen a felon, to cover a tiespasser, br other tningsirepsdr 
fio the lnsh of the law; to defiaud the publig 9 
the individual, bias the jury, or to derogate fr 
nity of the upright judge? Cannot every 
Coubty, evince the contrary? Will not-by 
dived peace-oflicer, and the rectirded! tiafisaelib03.0 
impartial court, fly in_his ‘faoel: afeAgive’ f Pid “to the 
wicket aspeision?, The péoglé oked up to the civil 
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magistrate with a reverential awe while clothed with the 
urim and thummim of freedom and rectitude, The con- 
sidered juvidieal courts, until their sharnofal prostitution, as 
the saretun sanetorum, tho ak of tabernaclos, in which 
their most valuable tronsures were deposited. ‘To these 
they repaired, like the Israelites of old, to hear fiom the 
lips of the judges the gueat things of the Inw, and of the 
testimony. . 
From whence then were those repeated declarations: 
That “Goverment had been so long in the hands of the 
apulace, that it must come out of them by dogrees.” 
That “jt is not strange that measures should bo imme- 
diately taken to reduce the Colonies to their former state 
of Government and order.” ‘That principles of Govein- 
ment absurd enough spread through all the Colonies.” 
That ‘the Legislative powers have been influenced by 
them, and the Executive powors ontitely lost their force. a 
That, “there is continual danger of mobs and insuirec- 
tions,” That, ignorant as they bo, yot “tho heads of 
a Bostonjown meeting influence all publick measures.” 
That, “it is not possible this anarchy should Inst always,” 
That, ‘Lit is not possible that provision for dissolving those 
combinations, and subjecting all who do not renounee thom 
topennities adequate to the offenag, should not be mado tha 
first woek the Parliament meets ;” (meaning the Non-Im- 
potation Agreoment.) ‘That “ tho rasentmont of Parlin. 
ment will most certainly be placed‘some where, because I 
think it ought to be so, that those who hava beon the most 
steady in preserving the Constitution, and opposing the ti- 
centiousnass of such as call themselves Sons of Liborty, will 
certainly meet with favour and encouragemont.” ‘That, “if 
ho measures are (akon to secure tho dopendanco, or nothing 
morg,than some declaratory acts or resolves, it is all over 
with’us.? That, “the friends of Government will be utterly 
dishcuttened, and the friends of anuchy will bo afraid of 
nothing, Ue it ever so extravagant.” ‘That “all tho aid 
you {moaning Great Britain) can give to the officers of 
the Crown, they will have enough to do to maintain tho 
authority of Government, and to carly the laws into exe- 
cution. If thay are discountonanoed, neglected, or fail of 
support fom you, they must submit to avery thing tho 


« Phesonty, Soseis to Government think fit to require of 
’ Mer ,&c. Thereader will recollect, that the letters 
rom whence these extracts were taken, wore ofliciously wrote 


in the -yenrs 1768 and 1769, during Goveinour Bernard’s 
administration. That it is a patof the same duk schema 
that has since giown into more open exertions. The ob- 
servations and inquiries upon theso extracts, that naturally 
present to view, ura many and obvious; but lest I should 
Anticipate the judgment of my readors, L waive the fertile 
subject, By his unremitting assiduity, and tho force of 
banded auxiliaries, these egregious falsehoods aro imposed 
Upon the willing otadulity of tho best und the most discern. 
of Ktings, i. e. the reigning Prince. Elaving thus troat- 
the 6 fence, and fixed the imputation; the next step is 
devise Ae adequate remedy for an evil that never oxisted. 
Tho"grand Gifficulty in tho mind of our jesuitical politician, 
Wis to establish tho bariers against popular efforts, and to 
take from'the body the powor of thinking; to silence the 
voice of mankind, to Iny the political spirit at vest, and to 
sonfine their activo virtues in chains and in fetters. At all 
Gyetits, there must bo an abridgoment of Engiish liberties. 
‘ower that the wisdom of the Constitution had placed in 
the hands of tle subject must be transferred to lawless 
usurpers, ¢ 
Not to mention the Royal bribes he received as first pen- 
sioner ; his overbearing insolence in power ; the many black 
scenes hq ran through for the sake of greatness; his in- 
cs wd*tontempt of the two branches of the legislature, 
ahd (then Inuch botter than himself’; his gioss partiality 
to thes reg enemios of constitutional 1ights; his viiu- 
Jence f6:all who opposed his destructive mensuios ; and his 
outrigés; when as Hirst Justice of tho Provinee, with a band 
of red coatsy he attacked in a riotous and tumuliuous man- 
ner the house of manufacturing, and attempted violently 
to wrest it from the hands of its only proprictor, to make 
ita place of arms, 9 cage for mercenarias, tho strong hold 
.of civil robbery, and the graye of avery rinciple of jus- 
tice and of Jasy, both human and divine, his was enough 
to evince the eminent villany that lurked in the folds of his 
lgrehead, or the doublings of his heart; od thgompe 


&. 
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eeney with which ho reflected upon tho crimes he had per- 
petrated, proved him stealed aguinst the keenness of t¢- 
morse; thata pansion had fottered his soul, that corruption 
had polluted his lips, and that he was equally eager to 
saciifice every sentiment of equity, and principle of social 
freedom, to the force of arms. 


ROBERT CO, NICHOLAS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 
Virginian, Mobruary 8, 1776, 

Dran Sm: I have to acknowledge tho receipt of your 
very obliging favour by Captain Jatthets. Your, former 
letter, in answer to mine, by Mr. Byrd, I received in due 
time, and took the earliest opportunity of recommending it 
to our Delegates to fix upon some method to dafray the 
uxpenses incurred by this country in the Northern Colonios, 
This they tell mo that they have not been able to eflect, so 
that 1 have beon obliged to stretch my own credit in England 
to furnish them with bills of exchange for their imngadiate 
purposes, | particularly recommended to thom to try at 
roimbuising you, what you might be in advance for Mr. 
Byrd, but Udo not believe they have hod it in their power 
yot. Indeed, £ know they have beon obliged to-orrow 
money towards paying for arms, &e., purchased fer ys at 
Philadelphia, ‘Those inconveniences, however, HL. apo 
will soon be remedied, as the Congress hath agreed to take 
part, at least, of our troops on Continental pay, whieh will 
onable ug to exchange our money for that of the Continent, 
Indeed, considering our Union in other respoets, it has been 
matter of wondor to me, thnt our curiency should want 
sist credit in othor Colonics, £ shall write to Colonel 
Harrison about Mr. Byrd's aftair, and desivo the favour of 
you to send hin Mr, Byrd’s account. 

T cannot but condole with you on the loss of General 
Montgomery, and the other biavo oftivers and soldiers be- 
fore Quebeck. ‘This will be matter of great triumph to our 
enemies, but T hope of not long continuance, 

Our sentiments on the situation of this sua the 


4 


meusuros necessury to be pursued, coincide exactly, bugwe 
are much pnzzled how to manage those amphibidus ani- 
mals we have to deal with, Tho diferent oceurrences 
hero, you no doubt have protty regular accounts of though 
the chunnel of our newspapors, as tho printers never fail 
publishing ovary incident of tho least importance. You 
must havo heawd of the destiuction of the greatar part of 
Norfolk by tho men-of-war, and, their infernal erqws, and 
J expect that the remains will soon be laid in aghos. 

1 hope your lady is safe, and well with you. hog my 
respoottul compliments to her, Mr. Custis and his hay. 
Tht the Almighty may take you and your whole corps 
under his protection, aud crown your endonvoms to pree 
serva the liborties of America with success, js tho ardent 
wish of, dear sir, your aflvctionato and most obadiont ser 


vant, Ronnne C. Nignduas, 
To General Washington, Per 
ob 

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO SLRPITEN WES. 
[No. 8) Annapolis, Fobruary 38,1776, , 

Sin: Tho Council of Safety havo boon informed that 
you have a number of gun-looks to dispose of; if that be 
tho caso, you will be pleased to let thom know by tho first 
opportunity what number you have, and tho pyigas also, 
whether they are single or double-bridied locks, wrote 
for an order on tho Treasury for powder delivared the Gam= 
mitice ; send up their receipt for the quantity delivered, and 
your order will be made out at any time, when your re- 
cciver may attend for tho cash, Weare, &ca 


To Mr. Stephen Pest, 


TO THLE PLOPLU OF PENNSYLVANTA, 
Philadaiphia, Fobrnary 9, 1778. 

When the little pamphlet, ontilled “ Common Sense,” 
fist mado its appearance in favour of that 80 often abjured 
idea, of independence upon Great Britain, J was informed 
that no less than three gentlemen of respeotnble abilities 
wale engagad to answer it, As ygt I liave gcon nothing 
which diectly pretends to disgute’s single position of thé 
author, The oblique esgay it 


¢ g uphreys’s paper, and 
solemn Testimony pf the s, however’ intended, 
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having offered nothing to the purpose, I shall take leave 
to examine this important question, with all candour and 
attention, and submit the result to my much interested 
country. ' 
Dependance of one man or State upon another is either 
absolute, or limited by somo certain teims of agreoment. 
The dependance of these Colonies, which Great Britain 
calls constitutional, as declared by act of Parliament, is 
absoliife. If the contrary of this be tho bugbcar so many 
have been declaiming against, I could wish my countrymen 
wauld consider the consequence of so stupid a profession, 
If a limited dependance is intended, I would be much 
obliged to any one who will show me the Britanno-Ame- 
rican Magna-Charta wherein the terms of our limited de- 
pendande ‘are precisely stated. If no such thing can be 
found, dnd absolute dependance be accounted inadmissible, 
the sound we aie equnbaling about has certainly no detei- 
minate mearting. If any say we mean that kind of de- 
pendants we acknowledged at and before the year 1768, 
answer, vague and uncertain laws, and, mote especially, 
Constitutions, are the very instruments of slavery. The 
Magna-Chaita of England was very explicit, considering 
the time it was formed, and yet much blood was spilled in 
ingots concerning its meaning. 
esides the danger of an indefinite dependance upon an 
undetermined power, it might be worth while to consider 
what the characters are on whom we are so ready to ac- 
knowledge ourselvas dependant, The votaries for this idol 
tell us; ttyion the good people of our mother country, whom 
they represent as the most just, humane, and affectionate 
friend Kean have in tho world, Were this tue, it were 
some éncolltigement ; but who can pretend ignorance that 
theag just, and humane friends are as much under the 
tyranny df men of a reverse character as we should be 
could these miscreants gain their ends? 1 disclaim any 
more than a mutual! dependance on any man or number 
of men on earth; but an indefinite dependance upon a 
combination of men, who have, in the face of the sun, 
broken through the most solemn covenants, debauched the 
hereditary a corrupted the elective guardians of the peo- 
ple’s rights; who have, in fact, established an absolute 
syeanny in Great Britamn and Ireland, and openly declared 
themselves compotent to bind the Colonists in all cases 
whatsogvet—I say, indefinite dependance on such a com- 
bination of usurping innovators is evidently 4s dangerous to 
-liberty tal to civil and social happiness, as any one 
stop thgfigotitd be proposed, even by the destroyer of men. 
The‘ ulfrost that the honest party in Great Britain can do 
is to ‘warn us" avoid this dependance at all hazards. Does 
not even a Duke of Grafton declare the Ministerial moa- 
sures illegal and dangerous? And shall mented, no way 
connected with this Administration, press our submission to 
such measures, and reconciliation to the authors of them? 
Would not such pigeon-hearted wietches equally forward 
the recall ofthe Stuaré family, and the establishment of 
Popery throughout Christendom, did they conceive the 
perly in favour of those loyal measures the strongest ? 
hame on the men who can court exemption fiom present 
trouble and expense, at the price of their own posterity’s 
Thagigele he shonest party in England cannot wish for 
the Fecoridiliation proposed. It is as unsafe to them as to 
us, and they thoroughly apprehend it. What check have 
they noyyupon the Crown, and what shadow of coutrol 
can théy pretend, when the Crown can command fifteen 
or twenty millions a year, which they have nothing to say 
to? A proper proportion of our commerce is all that can 
benefit any good man in Britain or Ireland; and Gog 
forbid we should be so cruel as to furnish bad men with 
power slave both Britaix and America. Adminis- 
tration ’iids how fairly dissevered the dangerous tie, Ex- 
ecrated will,he be by the latest posterity who again joins 
the fatal cord! 
But, in the puling, pusillanimous cowards, “we shall 
be subjegt to long and bloody war if we declare indepen- 
dense.’”* On hé Contrary, affirm it the only step that can 
bring the cémtest to a speedy and Happy issue. By do- 
claring indépendence, we put ourselves on a footing for an 
equal negotiatiol® *NOw, we are called a pack of villanous 
Rebels, who, like the Si tanag’s Indians, can expect no- 
thing more than a pardon for our lives, and the sovereign 


favour respecting freeddin and property to be at the King’s * tors, 
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will. Grant, Almighty God, that I may be numbered 
aaa dead before that sable day dawns on North Ame- 
rica 

All Europe knows the illegal and inhuman treatmont 
we have received from Britons. All Europe wishes the + 
haughty Empress of the main reduced to a more humble 
deportment, After herself has thrust her Colonies from 
her, the maritime Powers cannot be such idiots as to suffer 
her to reduce them to a moie absolute obedience of sher 
dictates than they weie heretofore obliged to yield. Does 
not the most superficial politician know that, while we pro- 
fess ourselves the subjects of Great Britain, and yet hold 
arms against her, they have a right to treat us as Rebels, 
and that, according to the laws of natme and nations, no 
other State has a 1ight to interfere in the dispute? But, 
on the other hand, on our declaration of independence, the 
maritime States, at least, will find it their interest (which 
always secures the question of inclination) to proteck:a peo- 
ple who can be so advantageous to them. So, that those 
short-sighted politicians, who conclude that this step will 
involve us in slaughter and devastation, may plainly por- 
ceive that no measure in our power will so naturally and 
effectually work our deliverance. ‘The motion of a finger 
of the Giand Monarch would procure as gentle a temper 
in the omnipotont B7itish Minister as appeared in the Ma-: 
nilla ransom and Jalkland Islands affairs, From without, 
certainly, we havé every thing to hope, nothing to fear: 
fiom within, some tell us the Presbyterians, if Freed from 
tho rastraining power of Great Britain, would ovorrun the 
peaceable Quakers in this Government. For my own 
part, 1 despiso and detost the bickerings of sectatias, and 
am apprehensive of no trouble from that quarter, espe- 
ciully while no peculiar honours or emoluments are an- 
noxed to either. I heartily wish too many of the Quakers 
did not give cause of complaint, by endeavouring to coun- 
teract tho measures of their fellow-citizons for the common 
safoty. If thoy profess themselves only pilgrims hora, let 
them walk through the men of this world without inter- 
fering with their actions on either sido. If they would not 
pull down Kings, let them not support tyrants; for, whee 
ther they understand it or not, there is, and ever has been, 
an essential difference in the characters. 

Finally, with AL de Vattel, Y nccount a State! moral 
person, having an interest and will of its own; and J think 
that State a monster whose prime maver has gm, interest 
and will in direct opposition to its prosperity a durity, 
This position has been so clearly demonstrated aa 
phlet fist mentioned in this essay, that T shall gnlysadd if: 
there are any arguments in favour of returning to a staie of 
dopendance on Great Britain, that is, on the present Ad- 
ministration of Great Britain, I could wish they were 
timely offered, that they may be soberly acnitdered balore 
the cunning proposals of the Cabinet sct all the timid, lazy, 
and irresolute members of tho community into a clamour 
for peace at any rate. Cannipus. 


‘ 
TO THE PRIVATES OF THLE MILITARY ASSOOLATION BULONGs, 
ING TO THE PROVINGR OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
Philadelphia, February 31776, + 
The Committee of the Privates of the Association -be- 
longing to the City and Liberties of Philadelphia are of 
opinion that the best thing which can be done at present for 
the good of the general cause of American liberty, and the 
support of our Military Association, is, that thé Assagintors. 
sign the Aticles of Association given out by nai 
House of Assembly, with all convenient éXpeditiofi, ‘and 
they do most heartily recommend the sama to evgrtA sso- 
ciator throughout the Province; and as the honourable 
House of Assembly have expressed an intention of chang-. 
ing or altering the Articles as occasion may require, and as 
the defects and imperfections of any law are best ascer- 
tained by experience, and a reciprocation of sentiments, 
upon it, the Committee would gladly enter into a-fijend iy 
correspondence with the privates of those ‘bittliqns 







thiougbout the Province which sign the Arti eyE 
may know the sense of the Associators ing ye 
part of the Articles which may need ametdn d that 
any future application to the honourabl; e fyen- 
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fect, cheerful, and implicit submission to the present set of 
Military Articles, until thoy be hereafter altered or amended 
by Legislative authoity, as the most offectual meuns of 
giving strength and eneigy to the operations of the friends 
of liberty and America who are intusted with the care of 
the publick, 7 

Signed by ordor of the Committee: 

‘ Janus Cannon, Clerk. 

N, B. Frederick Wagener, Michael Shubert, 1Villiam 
Adcock, Edward Ryves, George Nelson, Robert Bell, 
Andrew Porter, Patrick Logan, and James Cannon, are 
appointed a Committee of Correspondence for the forego- 
ing purposes and every letter to tho Committes, directed 
to either of them, shall bo attended to with care, and an- 
awered with punctuality. 

WILLIAM LIVINGSTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 
er Woodbridgo, Fobruaiy 3, 1776, 

Deat. Sm: I had the pleasure Jast evening to see Col- 
onel Heard voturning with his troops from his Queen’s 
County expedition, which he las, by all accounts, con- 
ducted with the greatest prudence and zeal for the cause. 
This morning he drew up his troops, and they really made 
a fine figure’ Among his prisoners are some of the most 
dangerous Tories in the County. Waving no paiticular 
orders how to dispose of his prisoners, he is resolved to 
conduct them to Philadelphia, unless he meets with tho 
order of Congress to the contrary, ‘fho party of tho Con- 
tinental troops he had with him behnved in so disorderly 
a manner that ho was obliged to dismiss thom. ‘Che Col- 
ono] has really great merit in the conduct of tho affhir, and 
Lhopo he will receive tho approbation of the Congress. 

You will excuse the badness of the paper, thero being 
no better 10 be had here. lam, sir, your most humble 
sorvant, Winntan Livinasron. 


To the Honourable John Tancock, Esq. 


COLONEL MAXWELL TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESE, 
Tronton, Fobruary 3, 1776, 
ave the pleasure to inform you, (beg you 
Snformation before Congress,) that things aro 
“much dd since Livaited on you. I anived in Zrenton 
the evening of that day. I waited on tho Congress 
(though late) the next moming. I waited on our Provin- 
cial Congress at Brunswick. They havo sent orders to 
the different Counties, that have not parted with their Pro- 
vince arms, to deliver them to such oflicais as I may ap- 
point to receive thom, and thoy will pay the County their 
price or replace them with others as soon as possible. 1 
daspatched officers for that purpose this day, and assure 
you {have rode night and day to expedite the business. 
Mi? Lowrey had not received yours of the 26th ultima, 
til] J Gund it and dojivercd it to hin, with your further re- 
Fabel of tho Slat ultimo, Ho was to the eastward with 
he other ‘regiment; he is now furnishing us with overy 
thing {h pis power; thoso things that the Congress had or- 
dyred hiff’to furnish bofore, ate all complete. Canteens and 
Kettles avo not to be had hero for more than two 
Aiie i? Mr, Clem. Biddle promised me he would ap- 
‘e9s for leave to send us somo that bolongod to 
antes of Militia in town, 
Ore o a conibonies sets off to-morrow, the other will 
follow as.goon as possible, If the arms aro sent to us, I 
make no doubt of being able to mareh agiecable to orders, 
Had 1 been allowed to judge of the necessaries fit for my 
iment. at first, 1 do imagine [ should have given such 
Fekantution to Congress as would have had it completed 
‘ bs the Commissary has evar been indefatigable 
pent to complete the troops under my com- 
s Bir, your most obedient, humble servant, 
1A Se ge Wittian Maxwenn. 
To the Hptountie John Hencocl, President of the Conti- 
nental Poperbysrat Pidludelphia. . 
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. i Uppor- Barack, February 3, 1776, 


,«, Gunrcemen : T hope yqu will please to excuse me for 
‘glyjpg the honourable Committee so mu abla, but 
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Ihave been in closo confinement for sixteen days, and have 
already acquainted tha honourable Wouse with my reason 
of leaving this town, in a lottar dated the 28d of January, 
and that I never have been heard by any body of meh, 
eithe® at Freehold, in tho Jerseys, whero T was first made 
nisoner the 29th of December, 1775, nor hero—J beg 
leaves gentlemon, to say, that I think it vory cruel, as I have 
nover seen a precedent of the kind, even in the moat invete- 
rato war with the French, to keop a prisoner in close con« 
finement for a crime of my nature, if it ean be called ond, 

I can further say that I have been an inhabitant here, for 
this six years and upwards, and my principle never was to 
injure cither county or town, but rather to serve then. 
For the first place, | made myself undor an obligation to 
borrow two guns of Colonel James, of the Royal Artillery, 
to teach Captain Samuel Tudor’s company, as well og 
others in this city. J likewise did show them the nature of 
proving of guns} und did myself provo the first brass six~ 
pounder you now have mounted, as wall did attithd ‘and 
give directions how to furnish the carriages, with no other 
view than serving the country. Now, gentlemen, T shall 
beg leave you will please to hear me, or set mo at liberty, 
as another inhabitant. 

I am, gentlemen, with the greatest respect,.your vary 


humble servant, Joun Graftxie? 
To the New-York Comniitteo of Safoty. 


OONNHONIGUT COMMITTHE OF SAFETY, 

Ata mooting of tho Governow, &c., Friday, Janndry, 
26, 1776, present: 

Ilis Honour tho Govdrnour, Jabez Huntington, Willian 
Williams, Nathaniel 1Pales, Jedediah Elderkin, Joslitea 
Test, and Benjamin Luntington, Msquires, —* 

Colonel Burrell, and Nathaniel Buel, appointed a Ma- 
jor inthe Regiment for Canada, &c., were prosent, wantin 
several regulations, &c., about said Regiment; and anid 
Buel, it seems, refuses the birth, because Lioytenant-Col- 
onel Molt is put before him. ee 

My, StanZey, with a Letter from Colonol Le, ‘about 
their Minute-Men, wants Commissions for the officers, &¢. 

Letter wrote in answer, that Commissions will soon ho 
sent; but cannot bo now, for the hurry, &.3 and ads 
vising that the Minute-Men may fively inlist into this ser. 
ye and when they rotun, alsg into the Minute service, 

a. 

It appearing, by tho rapresentation of Colonel Burrell, 
that the appointment of Licutenant-Colonol Mott,boing 
remote in that eastern pat of the Colony, distant from the 
Regimont to which ho is appointod, canses great unensiness 
and dissatisfaction in that County of Litehfield, whore the 
mon are to bo raised, and is likely to retard and impede 
tho julisting thore, and that it is of gent impoxt to ralso 
and sond forward said Regiment to tho relidt a ovrelbionds 
in Canada, And snid Licutonant-ColoneaWotty.! iavinig 
been apprized of tho said tueasinasy, and the réasong,of it, 
and wiitten to his Honour tho Governour his apprenien: 
sions that the service may bo injured by his holding snill 
commission, and requesting that he may not bo held in any 
situation to the hurt of the service, and genorously resigns 
ing said commission for thoso reasons ; 

On consideration thorcof, it is thought bogpatannooapit 
said resignation, and excuse him from said sorccog do, 
\herefore, release and axcuse gaid Lievtennnt-Colonel 
Mott from the same, and appoint Nathaniel Buel, of S- 
Usbury, who was bofore appointed Major, to be Licute- 
nant-Colonel of said Regiment in the room of snid Licutd- 
nant-Colono) Mott, resignpd. 

A good deal of time yesterday hearing Colonel Burrell, 
and Major Buel, ubout the aflair of Giting out the Regiment, 
&e, to Canada. . 

Saturday, January an 76, 

Lotters and Resolutions came in from Congross by dx. 
press, directing, &c., in the same, for keoping up nine 

altalions in Canada, &e., and that ona of them bd raised 
hero, &c., and commissions sent ie & or 5 Aad the whole 
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Gave orders, by letter, to the Pay-'Table, that thoy must 
examine and setile the Pay-Rolls of the Officers of the 
late Northern Army, and pay the balances, taking proper 
receipts and orders on the Paymaster of the Northern De- 
partment for the monoy, to replace in the Trensury, in con- 
sideration of the great uneasiness of the people who sorved 
and claim their pay.’ 

Passed an Order for Captain Iarding to go to Say- 
brooke, and assist in forming the plan of the Ship, &c., as 
on paper by itself, (And copy sent by 8. Z1., 1sq.) 

Drafted a Proclamation on the Congress plan of raising 
a Battalion, &c., for Quebeck, and passed, &c.; to be 
eight Companies, ninety men each, including officers. 

Adjourned until Alonday next, nine o’clock, A. M. 

; Monday, January 29, 1776, 

Met agaiv, P. M., present: 

+ HissHanour the Goyernour, the Honourable Matthew 
Griswold, Esq. Jabez Huntington, William Williams, 
Nathaniel ales, Jedediah Elderkin, Joshua West, and 
Benjamin Huntington, Esquires. 

Captain Lester came in from viewing the Row-Galleys at 
Philadelphia, and, ulso, Mr. Winslow, from the same view 
at Providence; and reported tho construction, &o., and 
showed plans, and weie consulting about them, &c., A. M. 
i P.M, the said builders came in, having consulted a 
plan of building two of said Row-Galleys, and considored 
aho sama, and agreed that two to be built, one by said Les- 
ter, and: one by snid MVinslow, shull be sixty fect keol, 

“eighte fe boam, and five feet hold, four inches dead 
rising ; and agreed with them that they, as master-build- 
exs, ghal] haye one dollar per day for tharnselves, and thoy 
employ good workmen, at tho best and easiest rate they pos- 
sibly can, and faithfully do and discharge evory part of the 
ane by theiv best skill and fidelity. 
aptain Lester moves, that he should have somo allow- 
ance for the uso of his yurd and tools, and is willing to sub- 
mit it to our futuro consideration; and that they may al- 
low their workmen liquor necessary, and as they used to do 
when they employed men for themsolves. And that Cap- 
tain Lester procure the necessary iron work, and apply, as 
occasion shalt be, to Colonel Uuntington and Benjamin 
Huntington, Esq. ; and thoy withdrew. 
And Colonel Zlderkin gave in his Account and Report 
“of 18 oi'8mstances, &ot, of the Furnace, &e., at Salis 
pury yang the Works thereabouts, Colebrook, &c., for which 
he was appointed 9th instant. Among many other things, 
sthat a 16t,of ubout two hundred acres of Land lies near the 


‘Famace, with about one hundred and filly acres of wood 


-upon it, ahd may be bought in order forcoal; and yory dif- 
ae get it any other way, &e. And, on considera- 
tion, Is 
Voted and agreed, That Captain Elijah Uyde, of Le- 
appointed to repair to Colonel Elamlin and the 
Reverend Mr. Whittlesey, whose Ladios are owneis of said 
Lands, to know upon what terms the Land may be pur- 
chased, or part of it, or how the wood, or any part thereol, 
amay be had, and to obtain the terms under the hands of 


‘utlrogg “gRtlemen and their wives, and make report to this 


iBoard. : 
Sundry “Regulations, relating to arming the people, &c., 


-and onthe question about making Scabbards and Belts 
«for the Bayonets for the Guns, &¢., made or fixed for the 
Colony: 


- Voted, That they ought to be provided. 
; oAdjqgined till to-morrow morning. 


- ce x _ Tucsday, January 30, 1776, 

* .oMet again the same as yesterday, 

* Colonel Saltonstall came in, and the time taken up in 
considering how aud in what manner the Fortifications at 
New-Londoniind Groton shall be made and carried on; 
the subjagt. di coursed, &e., 8se. 

_ Py M®Qn_ application, &c., Doctor Robert Usher, of 
Chathat, Q painted Surgeon and Physician for Colonel 
Wadsworil’s Régimen, in the recruits raising for Cam- 
bridgey 820; and Dodtor Elias Norton, Surgeon’s Mate 


_ for the same’ Regiment.% ¥ re 
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Doctor Elisha Perleins is appointed Surgeon and Phy- 
sician for Colonel Douglas’s Rosiment, in the same ser 
vice, and Dottor Thomas Gray, Surgéan’s Mate for_ the 
sane Regiment ; and this Board do appoint the Rev. John 
Fuller, Chaplain of said Colonel Donglas’s Regiment. 

A number of Officers came in, moving sundry questions 
about Guns, Blankets, &c., for the Recruits, &c., and on 
the question, 

oted, That cach Officer and Soldier, ar other person, 
supplying a Gun and Bayonet for the service, shall be al- 
lowed one Shilling and six Pence for the use of it; and 
each person supplying a Blanket be allowed thiee Shil- 
lings for the use of the same. And if either be lost, with- 
out any default of the Soldier, the owner shall be paid for 
it, they being both appraised before hand; if by his default, 
to be borne by the cartier. 

That in case any shall not be able, and with assist- 
ance of their Officers, to provide themselves with Gun and 
Blanket, the Selectmen of the several Towns are direct= 
ed to use their utmost endeavours and speed to procure 
them. And, if they cannot be otherwise obtained, that 
they procure warrants to impiess them. ~ 

Voted, That an Armourer bo provided for each Regi- 
ment. 

Adjourned to nine o’clock, to-morrow morning, 

N. B, Colonel Porter camo in just bofores aad talked 
with him about tho Furnace, &., at Salisbury, ; 


aay 
t 


Wednesday, January 31, 1776, A, M. 
' 


Mot according to adjournment. 

Prosent tho samo as yesterday; and, also, Colonel Dyer 
came about ten o'clock, 

Captain Uriah Hayden, present, being sent for, &e., to 
conclude about building the Ship for defence, &c., and have 
and do agree that he shall, and he undertakes (o build said 
Ship, to be eighty feet keel, twenty-seven feet beam, and 
twelvo feet hold; to have six Shillings per day for, and 
finding himself; and that he shall employ good and {gith- 
ful workmen, and on tho best and easiest terms he possibly 
can, and discharge overy pait of the duty with the greatest 
Gdelity, care, and despatch, and is to adviso and consult 
Captain Harding, who is sent for that purpose, or au 
other porson, or persons, who may be appointed by this 
Bourdl, and to attend every direction he may reqgiye from 
the Governour and this‘Council, about the mod Ying sand 
manner of building and Gnishing tho same, and%keap7and 
render careful and exact accounts of his doings in tho pre+ 
mises, . : 

The foregoing agreed to. Unran Hayony. 

(Copy given him of the same.) ' 

Agreed with Benjamin Williams, Esq., of Saybrook, 
that he be employed to do the work (all the necessary Iyon 
wok) for the War-Ship Captain Layden is employed to 
build; that is to say, all the Smith’s work, larger afid small- 
at’, as low, and including deck-nails, and the samo doliver 
at said Hayden's Ship-Yard, at the rata of twenge Shillings 
por hundred weight, and to do the sume.in.good fd Wark 
mantike manner, and in good and -dtie sensony as [hst'ns it 
shall be wanted for its propietuse and uses, and td do aid 
perforin the whole in good, faithful, and upright manner, to 
be done and wiought of ion, to be found and delivered at 
his Shop, at or near said Yard, ~ ‘ < 


Said Williams agrees totheakove. | 
Bensaun 


” 
ih 


WwW, bias, 
(Copy given him.) inal 
On further consideration, Voted, That tt8'dekd-rising 
for the Row-Galleys ordered to be built by Captains Zes- 
ter and Winslow, be. about seven inches ieeiaad of four, as 
hofore agreed, ‘ 
Sundry Letters prepared for Geneial Schuyler, pon 
Wolcott and Wadsworth, Governour Cooke, &6,, and 0 
sideration had about supplying Colonel Burg, 
on their maich, &¢,, to Aldany, and ma 
moting the general service. 
Mr. Hlarpin came A. M., and head bint 
orders, &¢., about Fortifications at ha 
% 
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oughit to have six cannon there from New-EHaven, if to be 
obtained, &c. Declined giving ony special dircetions, and 
referred thom to the Goneral Assembly, 


Voted, That Mr. Adonijah Strong, of Salisbury, bo, 
and he is hereby, appointed and directed to mako neces- 
‘gary provision upon the best terms he can, for suc neces- 
saries as ard requisite forthe inaroh of tho Regiment raising 
under the command of Colonel Burre?!, for the relief of the 
Continental Army in Canada, that is to say, for their march 
as far as Albany, agroonble to the request of Genoval 
Washington to tho Goyernour for that purpose, and to 
keep a regular account, with propor vouchers, that pay- 
ment may be made, 


(Copy given for said Mr. Strong, present.) 

' Thwesday, Fobruary 1, 1776, 
Met again, Present, the same as yesterday, except 
Colonel Dyer absent. 

Poted, Inso fay compliance with the request of the Ge- 
neral Congress, reccived a few days since, fora ton of Pow- 
det to be sent to Canada, &c., having very little, &e., 
that about seven hundred and twenty-cight pounds Pow- 
der be forwarded’ from this Colony, at the discretion and 
direction of his Tonour the Governour, for the use of the 
Amy in-that quarter. 

Whorona, it is necessary that tho bounty, wages, pay for 
blankets, knapsacks, provisions, for the march of the But« 
talion now raising for tho reinforcement of tho Northorn 
Army, &c., according to the Proclamation of his Honour 
the Governour, of the 27h January, 1776, issued in con- 
sequence of the Resolve and Ordor of the honourable Con- 
tinental Congress, should ba paid and advanced; and said 
Congress having ordered twelve thousand five hundred Dol- 
lars to“he put into the hands of, aud forwarded by the De- 
logates of this Colony with all expedition, for the uso of 
snid Battalion, for tho purpose aforesaid, which is expect- 
ed to arrive soon, but, as it 19 possible it may not come in 
gengpn, and the servico must not bo delayed, it is, thero~ 
fore 
Resolved and ordered, That the Committoo of tho Pay- 
Mable ia on the Colony Treasurer for such sum ag they 
Shall fifid necessary, for payment of all the sums ordared 
“to be paid and advanced as by said Proclamation is pro- 

vided, and by the same may appear, keeping particular and 
soparate accounts of expenditures in this service ; and that 
the aforesaid sum shall be pat into the hands of My, FVil- 


+ Kam Lawrence, of Lartford, who is hereby directed and 


 Potedygthat the Committee for takit 
* ere be," ght ay wre, directed to make 


ordered to receive the samo, and, as soon as necessary, re- 
pair to Canaan, or olsewhore, if it should appear proper, 
and pay off each officor and soldier of said Battalion such 
shall be dus, and to be advanced and paid to them, 

*y, before their march, according to the terms of 

imation, and taking proper receipts, or signing, 

rson to whom for, and oxpressive of tho sum, 

‘hich the samo is paid; and keeping clear and 

ts of his doings in the promises, and to make 

“nal doings to bis lonour the Governour, 

~ thereof with the Committee of the 

tha said Lawrence is to havo 

month, and his rea- 


wee and for 






ot, of Hartford, 
the Assembly to 
take ogre Ol {he J’risoners who are In, OF Mhay he sent to this 
Colény;: and, 
ig care af Prison- 
out a proper and 
clear ac of the chargo and exponfy arising and incur 
rocl forthe expense and support of al Prisonors in this Co- 
‘Jony,, froin, their first coming to thy’ j 5 Lebruary, instant, 
with ‘tHe proper vouchers, togeMfor with the chargts of 
taking oatésol shen, ee SMe transmit to his Honour 
the Governgiiny, tozbe laid bem Congross for payment. 

On ae of the Coyfnissavies, yiz: Colonal Jonathan 
Fitch and Captain Sartiel Squier, for direction and orders 
for money necessa'y-1o mako provision for ‘ha, march and’ 

. SOR oy 
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support of tha men raised to aid Gonoral Lice in his expe- 
dition to New-York, bic.) 10 which thoy wore appointed 
by this Board the 22d January, 1776, it is , 

Poted and resolved, That tho Pay-Table Committes 
draw on the Treasurer of this Colony, for and iv favour of 
stid Commissnries, for the sum of five hundred Pounds 
each, to be by thom improved in the most careful and fru 
gal manner, to make the necessary provisions fos that pur- 
pose, they keeping oxact accounts of their doings, and pro- 
per vouchers thoraof, and the samo fairly stated, transmit 
to his Honour the Govornous, that they may be laid before 
Genoral HVashington for reimbursement. 

(Tivo copies given, one to encli.) , 

Voted, That Captain Jsaae Sears be appointed and om- 
ployed to purchase and procure « suitable quantity aud 
assortment of Duck, for a Ship of about two handved and 
sixty tons, building for the use and defence of this Colony; 
and, also, about seven tons of suitable Tron Yor sald Ship, 
and sond forward in tho most prudent and carefil Manner, 
and deliver the Iron to the caro of Captain Benjamin Wil- 
Hiams, and the Duck to the care of Captain Uriah Hay- 
den, both of Saybrook, in this Colony. ae ay 


And adjourned to to-morrow morning. ie 
Friday, Fobruqry 2, 1776, A. M, 

Met according to adjournment, Present,‘ the same as 
yestorday, and, also, Colonel Dyer. ' 

On motion from Colonel Wadsworth, for direction about 
threo prisoners in his care, who have been long pressing for 
leave to return home, and think themselves unjustly do- 
tained, &c., and on consideration of tho cireunstances ate 
tonding them, it appanrs highly probable that said persons 
had never shown themsolyes inimical to, or heen active 
against tho United Colonies, and, thoreforo, : 

Voted, That his Honour tho Governour bo advised to 
give them a Permit to pass and return, to Mujor-Gonoral 
Sehuyler, at Albany, and that it be recommended to suid 
General, unless ho knows of specint refiins against it, to 
permit them to return to their respective homos, appr 
hending their dispositions to bo favourable, nnd that their 
report will bo no disadvantage to the common cause, And 
Papors, Letters, &e,, to General Schuyler mado and sent 
Colonel Wadsworth, por Brownson, 


¢ 

A good deal of consideration boing hnd_ahout getting 
along with and ewrying on FortMication sat New-London, 
anes &c., according to diveations of Assombly, &e,, 

Cy, ! 

Voted, That Colonel Dyer and Esquire Fates be, and 
thoy are hereby, appointed a Committee, and Instructad to 
repnit to New-London and Groton, view, and oxamine the 
ground and places where Fortifications ara proposad to be 
ervoted, and where somo aro begun, for dofence of thogo 
places, and form tho bast judgment they shall be able of 
the particular places and parts whore the same ought to bo 
mado and enrried on to the best advantagexond to con 
sider how many men ought to be raisod and employed! to 
carry on said Works, at each of said placas, for proper se« 
curity, and how soon said Works may be undortaken and 
carried on to advantage, and under whose conduct and com 
mand, and to consider of proper porsons to oversoo imd 
direct the Works. Also, to consider of tho oxpedieacy of 
removing some, and how many, of the Cannon all, 
Powder, and necessary implements from News etfton, to 
Works orecited, or to be erected on Groton- Hill, aud 
whether any part of the Company now raised at New- 
London aligaid he discharged ; and, also, of the propriety 
and safety of the Colony’s Powder and other Military 
Stores romaining whore pe are, ina Magazine near the 
water, in New London, and whether any part, aud how 
much, ought to be removed, and whore to bo safely depo» 
sited, and such other matters as they may Judge to concern 
the safety and interost, und defence of those places, so fir 
ag respeels the common good, nnd of facts, ‘with their opi 
nion, make report to this Board as soon as mayo. ce 

Voted, also, That Colonel Samuel Mott ba desired to 
attend with said Committee. (Copy given.) 


Mr, Bushnell was here, by request of tho Governour 
and Council, &e., and gy an,aecount of his Machine, 
Cs dang was asked many ques 
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tions about it, &o., &c. And being rotired, on considera- 
tion, Voted, That we hold ourselyes under obligations of 
secrecy about it; and his Honour the Deputy-Governour 
is desired tq reward him for his trouble and expenses in 
eqming here, and signify to him that we approve af his 
plan, and that it will be agreeable to have him proceed to 
make every necessary preparation and experiment about it, 
with expectation of proper publick notice and reward. 

‘This Board having been empowered and authorized by 
the General Assembly in December last, to supply the 
Batteries at Groton, Stonington, New-Zaven, &c,, with 
Cannon and suitable Ammunition, from time to time, us 
they shall find necessary, and having considered and ex~ 
amined how, and in what manner, the same can be effect- 
ed; and alter the greatest care and inquiry can find no 
expedient to obtain them, unless by causing them to be 
cast and founded inthe Furnace of Mr. Richard Smith, 
at Salishurys and having made proper inquiry into the 
circunrstances, 82c., of said Furnace, and finding them 
to be such that there is a probability of success, and the 
matter being of so much importance, it is on considera- 
tion thought advisable to make the attempt; and is, there- 
fora, considered, ordered, and resolved, by this Board, to 
improve snid Furnace in the best manner for the purpose 
of casting Cannon and Cannon Ball, of such size and di- 
mensions as shall be found practicable; and we directed 
that all proper preparations of materials of Ore, Coal, and 
all necessary implomonts for the uso aforesaid, be forthwith 
made and provided in tho best, and speediast, and most 
prudent mannor. 

And Colonel Jedediah Elderkin is hereby appointed a 
Committee to repair forthwith to Salishury, and give prox 
per orders and directions for providing evory necessary ina+ 
terial for setting forward and promoting said business, and 
getting every thing into the best readiness to carry on tho 
same. And he is directed to improve, ot cause to be im- 

roved for Coal, the Wood on fifty acres of land, near said 
Muinace, belonging to Mrs, Lamfin and Mrs, Whittlesey, 
heirs of the Honourable Colonel Newton, deceased, or so 
much thereof as shall be necessary, in manner and accord- 
ing to the terms and liberty given by the Reverend Mr. 
Whittlesey under his hand. And said Colonel Jefderkein 
is allowod to take his son ela, with him, to assist in any 
necessary services he shall be able to do, and is to make 
report of his doings in the promises to this Board. 

Tits Board being informed that the Treasury of this 
Colony is exhausted of Monay, by the many expenditures 
thereol, in various ways, for the support of the common 
tights of the United Colonies, and in particular by a con- 
siderable sum being drafted and expended for payment 
of the Connecticut Iorces under his Excellency General 
Washington, near Boston, with a view to quiet tho sol- 
diery, and engage them more cheerfully to re-engage in the 
service ; and there being at this time very pressing demands 
upon tho ‘Treasury for considerablo sums, in order to fure 
nish and fit out the Battalion now raising, for reinforcing 
the Continental Army in Canada, and, also, three Regi- 
mants raising for recruiting said General Washington's 
Aymy, and without a present supply it will be impractica~ 
bla to serid off said now raising Troops, aud there being 
no ofher apparent way to obtain it, 

I¢ is, therefore, Resolved, and Ordered, That any ono 
of the Cammittee of Pay-Table, viz; Wiliam Pitkin, 
Thomas Seymour, Ezekiel Williams, Oliver Ellsworth, 
Esqg., or either of them, with such assistance as they shall 
judge necessary, repair forthwith to his Excellency Ge- 
neral Washington, set before him the nature and necessity 
of the case, and request of bim to pay and replace the 
guntand sums which said Committee lately paid and ad- 
vaneesl gut of our Treasury, towards the pay and wages of 
said Forces jn lis camp by his approbation. And said Pir- 
Tein, &c., or eithor of them, is hereby authorized and empow- 
ered to yeceiyo the said gum, and the same, as soon as pos- 
sible, lodge with tho Tyeasury-of this Colony, for the uses 
aforesaid, {aking his receipts therefor. 


o, Saturday, February 3, 1776, 
Met according to adjournment—Present, a3 yesterday, 
except the Deputy-Goyernpur, gone jo Litchfield Court, 
and Esquire Mest, not come, an 
Forrn Senres.— Vor. 1¥. ; 
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Moved by the Governour, by motion tq him from Go- 
vernour Griswold, that some encouragement should be, 
given, to enable Mr. Bushnell to pay expenses incurred in 
preparing his Machine for the design projected, &¢., aud 
to carry forward the plan, &c., &c., it appearing to be a 
work of great ingenuity, &c., &e. A prospect that it may 
be attended with success, and being undertaken merely to 
serve tho publick, and of considerable expense and Jabour, 
&e, It is thought reasonable that something should be 
done, &c. 

Voted, and Ordered, That the Treasurer pay and de- 
liver to his Honour the Deputy-Governour, the sum of 
sixty Pounds, to bo by him improved for the use of the 
Colony and publick, according to instructions from this 
Board. (N.B. Order drawn 25th May, 1776; delivered 
Deputy-Governour at Eartford.) 

Voted, and Ordered, That the Committee of Pay-Ta- 
ble draw on the Treasurer in favour of Colonel Eiderdin, 
for the sum of one hundred Pounds, to enable him to do 
the necessary to forward the Works to be done at the Fur- 
nace, at Salisbury, whither he is going by order, to prepare 
said Furnace for the casting af Cannan, &c. é 

(It is done, and the Goyernour lent him the Money, 
and his order endorsed.) 

Passed an Account of Captain Harding, for service in 
going round the Sea-Coast to sce about buying oi building 
a Ship for defence, &c., at six Shillings per day, and exe 
peuses, two Pounds seventeen Shillings. 

Appointed the Rev. Mr. Perry Chaplain for Colonal 
Wolcott's Rogiment. 


GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL ‘TO PRUSIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
{Road Fobruary 9, 1776.) 
Lobanon, Mobruary 8, 2776, 
Sm: Your two lettors of the 12th and 20th January 
Inst, enclosing the resolves of Congress of the 8th, 18th, 
and 20th of the same month, the first and last relative (0 
a battalion for Canada, the other concerning Doctor Church 
with the bundle of blank commissions, John Walker, yout 
express, delivered mo on tho 27th, 
received on the 18th, the disagreeable news of the 
repulse of our troops fn their attompts on Quebeck, and the 
fall of the brave and gallant General Mon(gomery, with 
others. On considering the necessity of reinforcing our 
toops in that quarter with all poseible despatch, did im- 
mediately set forward raising and equipping a battalion in 
the northern part of this Colony. My Proclamation and 
orders wero issued and sent thither the 20th of January, 
After receiving your resolves a second Proclamation was 
issued. {[ hear mon inlist cheerfully, particulars of their 
progress, being at a distance from me, am unable to inform. 
On the request of General Washington, had just-bolore 
finished orders for two regiments to bo rnised to aid and 
assist General Lee in his expedition into the Colony of 
New-York. 1 hear they are filled, and numbers of gen» 
tlemen besides gono on that service; wish them success, 
General Washington not receiving tho intelligenge from 
Canada so early as it came to me, [ received from hing a 
requisition to raise four battalions to be maréhed'to hig 
camp near Boston, to reinforce the lines till ist of April 
next; soon after this, he desired one to be raised for Cana- 
da, and but three for his camp; of these last, two compa- 
nies are marched, and the rest of these three regiments will 
go forward next week, Ry oe 
As there appears a cheerful spirit to assist aud‘succour 
our friends at Canada, | depend that some divisions of that 
battalion will begin their march very soon, 7 
A difficulty arises fiom the want of money, our Trea- 
sury is very nigh exhausted. The twelve thousand five 
hundred dollars, ordered by Congress for this service, T . 
find, since boginning to write, is reccived. Re 
Wo have for the benefit of the common enuse advanged 
far the greatest part of the money received from the 
nourable Congress, in pay of our troops at Genginiyy 
vgtow’s camp, but through hurry have not 
liquidate and prepare our accounts to lay-be Ni 
i ‘he gum of fifty thousand pounds, requesjed ly 
otters, should think very safely advancad t8 die Qolony, to - 
be accounted for and delivered id our Delegates, to forward 
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with despatch, as our necessitios requiro it, or shall greatly 
suffer by delay. ; 
The Proclamations issued on the several above-mention- 
ed occasions are enclosed, to show our procecdings, with- 
out enlarging, only that Tam, with great trath and regard, 
six, your most obedient, humble servant, 
Jonaruan Trumpunt, 


To the Honourable President Hancocle. 


Proclamation for raising one thousand jive hundred Men 
Sor General Lun, §e. 
Cotony or Connecticur.—By rir Goyernoun. 
Whereas, his Excellency General HVashington, by his 
letter of the 7th January, 1776, has signified to me that he 
has great reason to beliove that the Ministerial troops aro 
about to attompt possessing themselves of the City of Netw- 
York, or Long-Island, or hoth, strengthen themselves thera 
and get the command of the country, and the communicn- 
-tion with Canada, &c,,a matter of the utmost importance to 
bo prevented; and has, therefore, despatched the Honour- 
abla Major-General Lee through this Colony, to that city, 
&e., to counteract their designs ; and bas, also, signified his 
dosire, that ten or filtecn hundred volunteers may be forth- 
with raised in the westorn parts of this Colony for that im- 
portant purpose ; and that every necessary expense, attond- 
ing their march and stay, will be bone by the publick, and 
requesting my aid to encourage tha rnising of said yolun- 
teers for this impottant business; and, therefore, 1 have 
thought fit, by and with the advice of my Council of Safety, 
to issuo this my Proclamation, and do heroby earnestly re- 
commend it to all tho good people of this Colony, in the 
western and most contiguous parts of New- York especi- 
ally, whose circumstances will admit, freely and cheerfully 
to engago in this most important serviee, to the number of 
fikeen hundred mon, to be formed into two distinct Rogi- 
ments, under the command and discretion of the Honour- 
ablo Charles Tice, Tsq., Major-Goneral of tho Army of the 
United Colonies ; and of Colonel Waterbury, Licutenant- 
Colonel Bradley, and Major Hobby, Fiold-Officers of one 
rogiment, and Colonel (ard, Liautenant-Colonel Lewis, 
and Ne Douglas, Vield-Officeis of the other regiment ; 
«and such Captains, and other subordinate Officers, worthy 
of trust and confidence, who have beon employed in the 
present war, or are now in commission in the Mitiia of this 
Colony, as may be agreed, he-said Pield-Oflicers, re- 
spectively ; riher encourage them, both ofticers 
Mars, to expect the samo pay and billoting allow- 
ance, as tho troops now in the service of the United Colo- 
nies near Boston are entitled to, and that thoy may also 
expect to be soon released and discharged from said sor- 
vice. 
Given undor my hand, &c,, nt Lebanon, in said Colony, 
the 12th day of January, Anno Domini 1776. 
\ Jonaritan ‘Cruspuun. 


Proclamation for raising, §¢., a Northern Regiment, Sc. 
Tanuary 19, 1716, respecting Canana. 


‘ 
Corony ov Connecricur, ss:—By tne Governoun, 


Pe: hi have authentick intelligence, that the Army 
_Under'the command of the Inte Genoral Montgomery, has 
, heen repulsed in attempting to dispossess the enemics of 
American jiberty of the City of Quebeck, the General slain, 
with several officers and soldiers, and a number taken pri- 
soners, whereby reinforcements are become indispensably 
necessary, in order to maintain the advantages already 
‘ gained. in that country, an object of vast importance for 
‘the safoty of the Northern Frontiors, and for the protec- 
», tion pf our friends belonging to that Province, and tho se- 
ourity oftheir and our tights and liberties, And the com- 
plomont of troops designed by the honourable Continental 
* Congress for that station, not being completo, aud it p- 
pearing at this critical juncture of tho greatest necessity, 
that measures should be taken, without delay, to reinforce 
the Army there, for the great and salutary purposes afore- 
said, And also, having the highest reason to expect the 
, Bpprobation of said honourable Congress, and ‘that they 
Will take any necessary recruits into their pay; but their 
‘distance being so great, that a delay for thoir orders might 
bo attended with dangerous, if not fatal consequences ; 
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On consideration of tho mattors nforesnid, by and with 
the advice and assistance of my Council of Safety, I have 
thought it necessary, that at least one Regiment of Foot 
should bo raised by voluntary inlistment im this Colony, 
a3 soon as possible, to consist of a numbor not exceeding 
seven hundred and fifty effective men, officers included, 
and to be formed into ten companies, of seventy-five cach, 
including officers ; cach company to have one Captain, two 
Lieutenants, one Ensign, and non-Commissionad Officers ag 
usual, to bo maiched with all possible expedition to the re- 
lief and saccour of the Continental Army in that quarter, 
und to continue in servico until the first day of November 
next, unless they can be soonor released, consistent with 
the common safety; and do hereby appoint, order and di- 
rect the same accordingly, and thereupon issue this Procla- 
mation for that purpose, hereby declaring and engaging, 
that all such ofticers and soldiers, whg shall undertulee and 
inlist, puisuant to the orders aforesuid, shall kave, and ra~ 
coive the same pay, wages, billeting and allowance, a other 
oilicers and soldiers of that Army are entitled to; and shall 
have one month’s pay advance, before whey march out of 
this Colony ; and each non-commissioned ofticer and soldier 
finding himself a good blanket, shall bo entitled to two dol- 
hus therofor, and the property of it be bisown, Ard Ido 
hereby enmestly recommond it to, and invite all porsons 
able for snid service, to a sufficient number, freely and 
cheoifully to ongage in, and undertake tho same for the sako 
of the love of their country, and all the dear-bought rights 
and privileges thoeof, the happiness of themselves aud all 
postority. And on tho most mature and deliberate conside- 
ration, doubt not, but Tam warranted further to encourage 
them to hope for and expect the protection and blossing 
of Almighty God, ‘Che righteous Lord loveth righteous- 
noss, and will, | doubt not, own and succeed this jst and 
rightoous cause. 

Given under my hand at Lebanon, in said Colony, the 
18th day of January, Annogue Domini 1776. 

Jonacnan Tauamutte 


Conony ov Connecriour.—By tne Goyrnnoun. 
A Proctamarion. 

Whorons, I have received advice from his Exxcclienay 
General Mashington, at the camp near Boston, of the 16th 
January, instant: That by reason of the slow progress in 
raising men for tho Army, &c., their lines aro in go defence- 
loss n stato, thut he, with tho advico of the General Officers 
of his camp, is of opinion that it is expediont, and abso+ 
lutely necossary, that a number of now Rogiments by hira 
mentioned, should be forthwith raised in several Colonies, 
equal to those of the new ostablishment, and to bo officered 
by said Colonies according to their mode, and to repair to 
that camp by tho last day of January, instant, if possible, to 
be in readiness to act as ciicumstanees may require, anti} 
the first day of April next, and requosting that four of said 
regiments might be furnishod by this Colony, as their pro- 
portion ; and that every exertion and influenco may be used 
for complying with said requisition. 

And having immediatoly laid snid requisition before my 
Council of Safety for thoir consideration and advice, and 
boing cnaniiously of opinion that tho reasons enforsing 
said request ave indisputably well-founded, and that our 
compliance is of great importance for our and tho common 
safety, for the present and all future time, and have, thete- 
fore, voted and resolved, that four Regiments be forthwith 
raised in this Colony by voluntary Inlistments, gach rogi- 
grent to consist of seven hundred and twenty-cight men, 
ollicers included, divided into eight companies of ninety 
mon cach, including officers; each regiment to bo con 
manded by one Colonel, dne Lieutonant-Colenal, and ono 
Major, and each company by one Captain, two Lioutenants, 
and one Ensign, with non-Commissioned Officers as usual ; 
to be on Continental pay, and the samo as other officers 
and soldiers on that station are entitled to, and to be march» 
ed forthwith to tho camp near Boston, for the purposes and 
for the term aforesaid; and do, therefore, by und with tha 
advice of my said Council, issuo this Proclamation, heraby 
declaring and promising, that all able-hodicd, effective men, 
toa sufficient number, who shall engage and inlist into this 
necessary sorvice, and shal furnish and equip him and ther- 
selves with sufficient clothing, arms, and accoutraments, 
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shall have and receive the same pay, wages, billeting, and 
allowance, as the officers and soldiers in said Army are en- 
titled to, und shall have one penny per mile for marching 
expenses out, and home, allowed them, and be discharged 
by the first day of April next. 

And the said four regiments are to be commanded as fol- 
lows, viz: The fast by Colonel James Wadsworth, Licu- 
tenant-Colonel Convdt Sage, and Major Dyar Throope ; 
the second by Colonel Erastus Wolcott, Lieutenant-Calo- 
nel Fisher Gay, and Major John Chester; the third by 
Colonel John Douglas, Lieutenant-Colonel William Da- 
nielson, and Major Thomas Brown, or such other Field- 
Officers a3, on the failure of either of them, shall be, with 
advice aloresaid, by me appointed; and each company by 
such Captain, Lieutenants, and Ensign, as shall be nomi- 
nated by the Colonel or Chief, and other Field-Officers of 
the seyeral Militia regiments from whence they may be 
taken, and agcording to the rules given thent by me, they 
-advisiag with the Captains of their respective regiments. 

Every Captain and Subaltern Officer of such Volunteers, 
obtaining a writing under the hund of the Colonel, or chief 
oflicer of such Militia regiment, certifying his or their no- 
mination to either of said offices, or an appointment from 
me, the same shall bo a sufficient warrant for such nomi- 
nated officer to engage and inlist men for the purpose afore- 
said, and to take upon him and them, and exercise the 


* respective commands aforesaid, and to maich to said camp 


by direction of their Colonel, or chief officer, with all possi- 
ple despatch, 

And all officers and soldiers are to yield all due obedienca 
to theie superior officers, and to the Commander-in-chief 
of'said Army, according to the rules and discipline of war, 
for the time being. 

And all able-bodied men for said service, to a sufficient 
number, are hereby earnestly called upon and invited, lay- 
ing aside all warm dispute about rank, pay, and every Iess- 
er consideration, to strive only to emulate each other in a 
virtuous love of their country, and zeal to serve its cause, 
in this great and critical juncture, when all that is dear to 
fieemen is threatened and vigoiously attacked. 

Having grout reason to hope, that laying aside every 
lesser contest and dispute, a cheerful and freo oxertion of 
our strength and ability for one ensuing campaign, by the 
blessing of Almighty God, which we ee reason to ¢x- 
‘pect, will lay a sue and happy foundatioa for putting an 
end to the present unhappy war, into which wo are forced 
by oppression, for defending those rights which are worth 
our every effort to maintain and preserve. 

Given under my hand, at Lebanon, in said Colony, on 
the 20th day of January, 1776. 

Jovaruan Trumpunt. 


We, the subscribers, do hereby acknowledge, each for 


* himself, to have voluntarily inlisted to serve in a regiment 


raised according to the direction of the foregoing Piacla- 
mation of his Honour the Governour, dated the 20th Janu 
ary, 1176, for tho purposes therein expressed, and until 
the first day of April next, in a Company of which... « 
+ +e eee iS appointed Captain, 

. Witess our bands, the day and date of our names, re- 


: ‘spectively, affixed, in the year 1776, 


— 
© On the General hearing of the repulse before Quebeck, 
&a., he was willing to release one of {he regiments asked for, 
on account of another requested for Quebecle, the raising of 
which was begun before the General’s second letter, and 


thereon it was reduced to three for his camp. 5 
4 


» Conony or Connroricur.—-By rue Govennoun, 
: A Prooramarion. 

Whereas, on receiving intelligence of the repulse and 
death of the lute General Montgomery, in attempting to 
“dispossess the enemies of Amertean liberty of the city of 
Quebeck, and from a sense of the great importance of sup- 
porting the Continental-Army in the Northorn Department, 
in order to maintain the advantages gained, the protection 
find safety of the Northern frontiers, of our friends belong- 
jing to that Province, and the seourity of their and our 
rights and liberties ; and scnside the complement of troops 
“on that station was not complete, and haying great reason 


to expect the approbation of the honourable Continental 
Congress, and that they would take any necessary recruits 
into their pay, but fearing a delay for their orders might be 
attended with dangerous or fatal consequences, I did, there- 
fore, by and with the advice of my Council of Safety, order 
and direct the raising one Regiment of Foot, by voluntary 
inlistments in this Colony, to be marched with all pos- 
sible expedition, for the relief and succour of the Conti- 
nental Army in the Province of Quebecl, and did, accord- 
ingly, issue my Proclamation and Orders for that purpose, 
bearing date the eighteenth day of January, Anne Domini 
1776, therein setting forth the number, regulation, encou- 
ragement, pay, wages, and term of service for said regi- 
ment, as by the same may appear, and immediately gave 
notice thereof to his Excellency Geneial HWashington, to 
which his Excellency has been pleased to say, in answer, 
“That the eaily attention paid by this Colony to this im- 
portant business, had anticipated his requisition, and claim- 
ed, in a patticular manner, ih thanks of every well-wishing 
American.” 

And before the time permiued to advise and receive an 
answer from the honourable Continental Congress relating 
to the premises, I have received authenticated information 
and instruction from said Congiess, that in order to prevent 
the execrable designs of our enemies, and defeat their fond 
expectation of being able, by means of the Canadians and 
Indians, to spread desolation through the New- England 
Colonies, and for many important reasons, that honourable 
body have thought fit that a numbor of battalions, out of 
several Colonies, should be supported in that Province the 
plesent year, for its defence, and that the American Army 
there bo reinforced with all possible despatch, as well for 
tho security and relief of our friends thore, as for the bottler 
securing tho rights and liberties of that and tho other Uni- 
ted Colonies, and requesting that ono of snid battalions be 
raised and furnished in this Colony; and for the moro 
speedy raising and forwarding the same, | am warranted by 
said Congress to issue this, my second Proclamation, and 
to declare and promise as therein contained, and do, there- 
fore, by and with the advice of my said Council, issue 
this Proclamation, and do hereby, for and in behalf of 
snid Congiess, declare and engnge, that all able-botied, 
effective mon, to a suflicient number, who shall volun- 
tarily engage and inlist into this necessary geiviee, shall 
hava and receive from the Paymaster-General of tho 
Northern Department tho following pay, wages, and cn- 
couragements, vin: m4 

The Colonogl fifteen pounds per month; the Lidutengnt- 
Colonel twelve pounds; tho Bajor ten pounds; A Captain 
cight pounds; a Licutenunt five pounds eight shillings; an 
Ensign four pounds; a Sergeant forty-eight shillings; a 
Corporal forty-four shillings ; a Drummer and Fifer forty- 
four shillings; and a Private forty shillings per calendar 
month, each; a Chaplain six pounds; an Adjutant five 
cue ten shillings; a Quartermaster threo pounds; a 

urgeon seven pounds ten shillings; Surgeon’s Mate four 
pounds each, per month, as aforesaid, 

And as a further oncouragement for non-Commissioned 
Officers and Privates more cheerfully and speedily to enter 
into this important service of their country, every such able- 
bodied and effective man inlisting into the same, being pro~ 
perly clothed therefor, and having a good firelock with a 

ayonet, and other accoutrements, shall have and receiye, 
asa bounty, the sum of six dollars and two-thirds; and 
every such soldier not having such arms and accoutrements, 
shall have four dollars as a bounty, and his arms and aecou- 
tremonts shall be provided by the Colony, and the ¢bst to 


be deducted out of the soldier’s pay. And, also, each sol- , 


dior to provide himself a blanket and knapsack, for which 
he shall recejve a reasonable value, 

And all officers and soldiers shall, also, reccive one 
month’s advance pay before their march, to enable them to 
provide nocessnry clothing. Arms lost in the service with+ 
out fault of the soldiers, shall be paid for. 

The said Battalion is to consist of eight companies, and 
to he commanded by one Colonel, one Lientena! 20 slo- 
nel, and one Major; and ench company to consist af rlhéty 
men, officers included ; and the undertaking aiid iglidtment 
is to be for the term of twelve months, or until {hé'firgt day 
of February, 1777, unless they may bé sootier discharged, 
which shall be, if consistent with fhefeommion saloty. 
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This foregoing Proclamation, and the plan and regula 
tions therein contained, to bo instead and in lieu of my first 
Proclamation, dated ns aforesaid, and is to be undorstood 
and practised ge and all who have undertaken by 
virtue of snid fist Proclamation aro hereby relensed there- 
from. 

And considering the generous encouragement aforesaid, 
granted by snid honourablo Congress, the natme and im- 

ortance of the service most immediately affecting tho 

aithern Colonies, the justice of tho cause, &c., 1 repeat 
the invitation contained in my former Proclamation, to all 
able-bodied, effective men, to a suflicient number, for the 
saice of all that is dear to freemen, and for security of those 
rights which rendor life desiable, fieely and cheerfully to 
exert themselves on this great occasion, in which we haye 
much 1cason to hope for the blessing of Almighty God, 
and that our vigorous excition, for one ensuing eampaign, 
will lay a happy foundation for putting an end to tho un- 
sataral eontert into which we aro forced by cruel oppres- 
sion, and seco the lasting peace and tranquillity ot this 
then happy land, on tho sure and permanent basis of reli- 
gious and civil liberty. 

Given under my hand, in Lebanon, in_said Colony, the 
twenty-seventh day of January, Anno Dontiné 1776. 

Jonarnan Trumpunt. 


RETURN OF WINTCR-HILL BRIGADE. 
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Medford, Fobruary 8, 1776. 
A Return of the nunber of Men in Brigadier-General 
Suuuivan’s Brigade, last Tuurspay and Fruway, viz; 
Mon, 
444 
331 


Colonel Hiaon’s Regiment,- - + ~ 
Colonel Baldwin's Regiment, - - - - 


Capt, Hateh’s, of Col. Bond’s Regiment, - 85 
Capt Miller's, of Col. Thompson’s do, - 82 
: Wood Cutters, 
Captain Francis’s party,- - - - - = Q1* 
Lieutenant Js party, - - - - - 26 
Lieutenant Cudter’s party, - - - -~ - 10 
Ensign Nichols’s party, - « - - - = 2@ 
Lieutenant Bizzel’s party, - - » ~ 28 
Lieutenant Andros’s party, - - - - ~ 10 
Lieutenant Gollins’s party, - - - - 14 
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Friday. Men, 
Colonel Reed's Regiment, - - - ~ ~ 444 
Colonel Stark’s Regiment, - -  - ~ 404 
Colonel Poor's Regiment, - - - - + 558 
B.M, Scammell’s mess,- - - - + ~ 6 
Aimourer’s mess,- = * = = = - = 4 
Smith’s messy, - - © ~ - - © - + I 
Mr, Gray's mess,> > + = - - + = 8 

Tol, - + + = 2496 


This may certify, that the above number of men ag an- 
noxed, drew provisions fiom my store last Ziursday ond 
Friday. 

Aulost: Moses Enenson. 
‘To the Tonourablo Brigadicr-General Sullivan, Camp., 


. 
ARTEMAS WARD 0 PRESIDEN’ OF CONéRNsS, 
Roxbury, Febraary S1776, 

Duar Sin: I am to acknowledgo the receipt of your 
favour of tho 2ist ultima; am very glad to henr (hat Col- 
onol Frye ig appointed a Biigadier-Genoral ; doubt not he 
will do good and great service for his country. As to 
nows we have but litte, ‘The enemy refnse to lot Master 
Lovell come out of Boston, he having been detected of 
carrying on a prohibited correspondence as they say. 

Captain Manly took two prizes Inst week, and to save 
himsolf, was obliged to run bis vessol ashore at North-Jiver, 
and loft her; the enemy boarded hor, but Manly gave them 
such a heavy fire, that they wero obliged to quit her, 
taking nothing, save ono swivel gun, which gun hoe soma- 
timo before borrowed of thom. The ground is froze near 
two feot deep, and provonts some business boing dono, 
Wo are in groat want of the needful, pray God to send us 
a supply. Accounts respecting that dwindle to almost 
nothing; if you havo it, | bog you will impart to us that 
want, or what shall we do, or rather what can we do, Col, 
Porter, of Hadley, is ordered with a regiment to Canada, 
T hope tho next news from that Colony, will be that Que 
beck has submitted to the United Colonies. Plense to give 
my compliments to the gentlemen of the Congress fiom this 
Colony; my best wishes attond you and them. 

am, dear sir, your most obedient servant, 

Anremas Wann. 


To the Honournble John Hancock, Esq., &c. 


P.S. February 14.—The enemy this morning burnt the 
buildings on Dorehester-Point, don’t hear that they have 
killed or taken avy person, 


CAPTAIN VAN ALSTYNE TO ABRAHAM VAN ALSTYNE, 
St. Huatatio, Fobruary 4, 1776, 
Doar Broraen: Lthis moment heard of an opportn- 
nity, and thought proper to acquaint you that I am this 
night going to St, Christopher’s, to take charge of Cap- 
tain Sanders’s brig, to go to Cork, rather than come 
home, for the seq is full of all kinds of cruisors, Thore is 
not one in ten that escapes, going or coming. On my 
arrival here, J wrote up to my friends at St. Christopher's, 
and related my misfortune of being taken; and they im-= 
mediately sont word down to mo to take charge of this brig. 
Thank God, 1 am not in want of fiends in this part of 
bee world. Mrs, Van Alstyne is well, and ljkewise my- 
self, 
We both join in our best respects to my beloved mother, 
&e., &c. Am your ever loving brother, 
Marrunw Vay Austyne, 
To Mr, Abraham Van Alsfyne, Merchant, New-York, 
N. B. This morning I hoard that two privatoers are 
fitted out at the Island Dominico 3 therefore, you enn ro- 
late, &e. 


CUTHBERT BULLITT TO MR, PURDIN. 
Princo. William, Virginie, Fobrnary 4, 1776, 
Six: With the utmost reluctance [ trouble the publick 
with uny thing relating to myself; but asa report has gone 
forth, that I have endeavoured to injure the credit of the 
money issued by the Confantion, justicn to my charactér 
requires that I should set the matter in its true light. At 
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first, I was contented with an inquiry by the Committee of 
the County, and expected it would have rested there; but, 
having transmitted a copy of the first deposition, and other 
proceedings, to one of our Delegates, for his private satis- 
faction, together with the copy of an instruction to bim 
and his colleague, he thought himself obliged to lay the 
matter before the honourable the Convention; and Iam 
informed some ill-natured inferences weie drawn from the 
circumstance that only one deposition appeared. I now 
submit the whole to my countrymen, aA hope they will 
have charity enough to suppose what I said proceeded 
from the dictates of an honest mind, anxious for the pub- 
lick weal. I have only to observe that the conversation 
happened before the defeat of Colonel Ziutchins, and was 
in the company of several of the late Committee of the 
County, who I thought could not have mistaken my mean- 
ing. They knew I had, from the beginning of our dis- 
turbances, exerted myself within the small circle of my 
acquaiance in raising a spirit of opposition to Parlia- 
mentary tyranny. They knew J had formed, and carried 
into Committee, two resolves, the one for purchasing am- 
munition, the other for raising volunteer companies. 
Tam, sir, your obedient, humble sarvant, 
Curuscer Buuurrr. 

To Mr. Purdie. 


SAMUEL PURVIANCE, JR, 'TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY, 
Baltimoro, Fobruary 4, 1776. 

Sin: The bearer, Captain Allen, having called on me 
to know if I had any commands to Annapolis, I take the 
Iberty to adviso you that he will be a very sufe opportu- 
nity, and, if it be agreeable to the gentlemen of the sie 
cil, E should be glad you would send us by him one thou- 
sand pounds of the money granted for the defence of tho 
town, as cash will very soon be wanted, it being agreed 
last night to send people to the woods to cut down timber, 
and to set the smiths at work, At tho samo time, L am to 
inform you we have not yet fixed the plan of conducting 
the business, and that what I now write is without autho- 
rity fiom the Committee, whom I cannot consult before to- 
morrow, our stated day of meeting ; but, as the opportunity 
is so favourable, { am certain the Committco will approve 
of what I do. 

If you think proper to send the moneys pleaso to take 
a receipt from Captain Allen, for the Committee of Bal- 
timore, by order of the Chairman, 

Iam, with respect, sir, your most humblo servant, 

Samunn Porviance, Jn. 


To the Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jentfer, Esq. 





COMMITTER OF READING TO PENNSYLVANIA DELEGATES. 
Roading, Pobruary 4, 1776. 

GeytLemcn: A number of the English soldiers who 
wore Jately taken in Canada have arrived here, with their 
wives and children, The Committee were immediately 
assembled, and, although they were much surprised at so 
larga a party being orderod here without any previous 
notice, and without any person attending them to supply 
them with necessaries, yet, understanding it was the plea- 
sure of Congress the said soldiers should be quartered here, 

* they immediately appointed Mr, Tlenry Lollar, a mem- 
ber of the Committee, to provide houses, fire-wood, and 
provisions for the party, who must have otherwise suffered 
Touch at this severe season. As we are totally unac- 
quainted with the pleasure of tho honourable Congress as to 
the particylar quantities of provisions to be allowed these 
prisoners, we have despatched an express to you, gentle- 
men, désiting you will, by bis retuin, be pleased to procure 
and send to us the directions of Congress to govern us in 
the matter. 

As Mi. Hollar has been an dctive member of this Com- 
mittee, and is a very suitable person, we beg leave to re- 
conmend him to be continued as Commissary for the 
soldiers stationed here, 

We are, gentlemen, your most dbediont, humble servants. 

By order of the Committee of Correspondence ; 
Manx Biny, Chairman, 


To the Honourable the Delegated of the Province of Penn- 
sylvania, in the Continental Congress at Philadelphia, 
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LORD STIRLING To PROSIDONE OF CONGRESS, 

Eligabothtown, Fobrudry 4, 1776. 
Sm: L havo this momett rebeivéed Geheral Lec’s com- 
mands to join lim, with five hundred met of my Rogi- 
ment, at New-York. I purpose setting out to-moiloWw 
morning, with about half that number, and now send orders 
for the :emainder to follow mé fiom Brunsiviclt to Amboy. 
We have, as yet, eccived no powder. 1 was obliged to 
borrow for the two last excursiotts, and will now try to do 

the best we can on this occasion. 
ani your most humble servant, 


To the Honourable John Hancock. 


Srikuine. 





To the Honourable Provincial Congress of the Colony of 
New-Yonk, assembled at the Cityaf Naw-Yonx, 


The humble Petition of Guerr Svr, Dr Wine, Esq., of 
the Island of Sx. Tuomas, in the Wusr-Inpins, now at 
Orance Town, in the County of Onanan, sheweth : 


That your Petitioner anived here in May last, and has 
since that time, laid out a good deal of money in the pur- 
chase of hoises, caitiages, and household finniture, for his 
and family’s use, while ho remained in this Province; that 
your Petitioner prays your permit to carry the same to the 
Island of St. Thomas, his pluce of abode, times being bad 
for selling the same. 

That your Petitioner prays your permission to take with 
him a generous supply of the good things of this country, 
for their use at sea, his family consisting of fourteen in 
auiuber, 

That your Petitioner has an estate, or plantation, on said 
island, with a crop now standing on the fields, which must 
perish for the want of lunber; your Potitioner, therefore, 
prays your permit to carty with him ten thousand stavas, 
and five thousand hoops, for the solo ase of said plantution. 

They must, ina short time, be in the utmost distross for 
the want of provisions ; he, therefore, prays your permit 
to carry with him one hundred bairels flour, fifty ticrees 
biead, fifty barrels rye-flour, ten bairels potk, for the sole 
use of his negroes and family. 

Youn Petitioner promises, (if in his power,) to remit the 
Amount of said goods, as soon as possible, in thoso articles 
recommended by tho Continental Congross, a3 published 
under dato of the 25th of July, 1775: 

Your Petitioner makes not tho lenst doubt of your bu- 
mane indulgence, in this hls petition, ag li is cohvinged 
the humanity of your honourable Congress would not suf 
fer the innocent and helpless to remain in disttess. 

Any instructions in the sailing of the vessel, or courses 
you may bo pleasdd to order him to stedr, shall, with the‘ 
utmost punctuality, be observed, and your Petitioner shall 


forovor pray. Guerr Spr, De Winer. 
Fobruary 4, 1776, 


— 


G@UNMRAL SCHUYLER ‘TO PRESIDENT Of CONERHES. 
Albay, Fobruary 4, 1776, 

Sin: Since my last, I have recollected that Mr, Evane' 
cls Phisster, who is a din Lieutenant In the Royal 
Americans, was last war employed by the Crown as an 
Engineer, and I have often been informod that he was cs- 
teemed as capable in that branch as any that was employed, 
He has bought an estate, and resides in this County, and 
has a contract to supply the carriages on the Niagara Car- 
rying-place, by which I have been informed he clears be- 
tween three and four hundied a year, What his political 
principles aro [ know not, but if ho could be induced to 
enter into our service I should be under no apprehensions, 
as he has a wife and family, which he is excessively fond of, 
who would be a sure plodge. I shall immediately send a 
gentleman to sound him on tho occasion, and to hint that 
a genteel appointment would tako place if he will engage. 
Should Congress think proper to omploy him, they va 
so gdod as to lot me know what offers to make flip JA 
case I should find him in a disposition favourable te. ot 
wishes. ware 06 

T have caused the Canadian officers, who aré.phsqners, 
to pay their own bills for subsistence; having only paid for 


their lodgings, fire-wood, and candles, i advdnoed them 


some money, the accounts wherdof I'shall transmit to tho 
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Treasury. I have done the like to five of the Highland 
chiefs. ‘The last prisoners from Canada 1 have sent to 
Ulster County, as { had an opportunity by returning sleds, 
They will remain thero until further orders. Enclose the 
return of them, E havo now only two officers left hero, 
who are indisposed. 

I think small quantities of provision should be stored in 
different places, near Lhudson’s River, between this and the 
Highlands, as an immediate supply in case there should 
be a necessity to call out the force of the country. 

So long a march as that fiom Pennsylvania ‘and Jersey 
into Canada, will disable many of our men. T havo offered, 
if this County will push thom on twenty or thirty miles bo- 

‘ond Crown-Point in sleds, ta pay for each sled four shil- 
laws a day, to enable the sledmen to find forage, 

All the stores that were here are already gone to Fort- 
George, and I have sent off a number of oarpenters to pro- 
cure the timber for the batteaus, 

» Such is the sonrcity of forage, that { am at my wits’ ond 
to procure what will bo necessary for the Sping work at 
Ticonderoga. 

Fobruary 6, 

Yesterday Colonel Ritzema arrived from Canada, and 
brought me a letter from Geneial Wooster, copy whereof 
enclose. Colonel Rétzema docs not think it possible to 
complete two regiments out of the last campnign’s troops, 
now in Canada. } shall be agroeably disnppointed if one 
can be raised thoro, 1 havo advisod Colonel Ritzema to 
proceed to Philadelphia, that Congress may have an op- 

ortunity of examining him as to ow afhirs in Canada. 
The elvil polico of that country, Lam very certain, claims 
immediate attention. Its arrangements ought not to be 
leh tomy military commander, who must necessarily havo 
his hands full of other business, 

Enoloso an account that has been sent me by Governour 
Skeno’s oversoor. Te supposes that by this time a much 


greater goantity of staves than what he has charged, avo 
destroyed. I havo so many upplications of the like kind 


that [um ashamed of the conduct of our troops, ‘Tories 
and Whigs aro indiscrimigesely the object of plunder when- 
over a fair opportunit s. You cannot, sir, imagine, 
how detrimental this “is to our couse ; and what romedy to 
apply, I know ngty. Y have given ordors, | have ontrented 
the officers igfttond and prevent such scandalous depreda- 
tions, but alin vain. 

L believe hare are very few arms loft in Canada, either 
of those found in tho gartisons taken, or those left by the sol- 
diers, What is become of them? They are stolen and 
brought. down, the country, Very fow, fit for any thing, ave 
left jn store hoe, Half the regiment raising in Connectt- 
cut is to he supplied hare, If I should have a numbor sut- 
ficient, they will hardly be worth the carrying. ‘The arms 
of the two companies from Ponnsyluania, that are arrived, 
are also much out of repair, Could not tho arms taken 
from the Tories on Long-Jsland, bo immediately sent up? 

‘T concoive that the quantity of powder Congross has 
ordered up is vastly short of what will be wanted in Cu- 
nada, Let the fato of Quebegh be what it will, fifteen tons 
would not be too much. 

I am, most respectfully, and most sincerely, sir, your 


obedient, humble servant, Pinar Bonuvien, 


To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., 8:c. 


ROBERT H. MARIISON To WINTHROP SARGENT. 
Cambridge, Fobruary 4, 1776, 

Acknowledged receipt of his letter, of the 2d instant, 
giving an‘account of the brig Henry and Esther, laden with 
Sixty-two cords of wood, ona hundred and fifty butts with 
Water, foyty suits of soldiers’ bedding, taken ‘by Captain 
Waters and Captain Tucker, and sent in to Swan-Lar- 
dour, Ordered the private Property to be given up, alter 
Captain Nellea proves the samo on oath; to libel her im- 
mediately. Ifthe harbour js Unsafe, to remove hex to a 
place more secure. If the sailors will engago on board of 
any of our armed vessels for twelve months, they will be 
entitled to one month’s pay advances but they must ba 
dispersed, so that many of them may not be on board any 
one vessel, : 


io Winthrop Sargent, Esq., Cape-Ann, 
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BRITISH FLULT IN JAMES RIVER, 
Nansomond, Virginia, February 6, 1776, 


Saturday night last, we received intelligence of six ten. 
ders sniling from Norfalle tho day before, and that three of 
them were on thoir way up this river, which was confirmed 
about nine o'clock by three vossels anchoring, one near 
Steepy-Hole Merry, and two more, two or threo milos 
higher up, having como as far as the flood tide served, 
Their boats wero moving about the'remainder part of the 
night, one up the tivor, since supposed as high as Good- 
rich’s, five miles higher up, and just within tho Narrows, 
but rotumed a little beforo day. 'Phey attempted nothing 
till the morning, when a boat full of armed men approached 
the shore within half'a milo of the tendors, and were fired 
upon by four men from the bank, at one hundred yards dis- 
tance ; they returned the fire, and rowed wide of the place, 
when the four men wero honoured,with a salute of well- 
directed cannon, but without any bad consequence, This 
fist oflort scumed of singular service, as thoy never at. 
tempted landing afer, except at one desolate place, which 
they offected in the night, and burnt a house with some 
corn in it belonging to Mr. Cowper, It appears, by indu- 
bitable proof, that this incursion was partly intended, with 
tha concurience of Goodrich and sons, to get possession of 
two vessels loaded with pork, bacon, and other provisions, 
which, to the discredit of his neighbourhood, these avari- 
cious, false men have been suffered to collect and put on 
board, and with all expedition put themselves under tho 
protection of the tenders. Though it was with a good deal 
of difficulty the Inst of them efected it, (fiom the fire of our 
men, and the tenders’ boats being pee they weighed, 
ran up, and took possession, under a heavy fire of our brave 
men, Who had nothing but small arms, and a scanty portion 
of ammunition to oppose their cannon and musketry, 
‘Thero was one occurrence happened, which, had wa fora. 
seen, a tender and her prize would ave fallen into our 
hands. The wind being ahead on their return, they wore 
obliged to coma within sixty yards of a high bank; fifty 
men, with a plenty of ummunition, could bave drove them 
balow decks, and proventad them from tending the sheets, 
by which they must have camo ashore, A. few regulars, with 
the help of ammunition to our own men, would secure ys 
in such a manner, that the fertile lands on this river may 
be cultivated to the no small advantage of the community; 
whereas, if w@ are drove back, tho lands ara so indifferent, 
for near one hundred miles, thas a famine must be the ino- 
vitable consequence, 


SURRY COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE, 
Surry County, Vobruary 6, 1776, 


At a meoting of the Frochoklers of tha snid County, at 
the Court-Touse, agreeable to an Ordinaneo of the last 
Convention, the following gentlemen were chosen to servo 
as a Committe for the said County: 

William Hart, Allen Cocke, Tilliam Brown, William 
Clinch, N. Fautcon, Jun., Etheldred Gray, Charles Jud- 
kins, John Cocke, Jun., John Watkins, Jun, John Ey 
Cocke, William Simmons, Benjamin Putney, James Kee, 
John Cocke, John Watkins, Willis Wilson, William Ham. 
lin, Henry Howard, Willian Nelson, Lemuel Cocke, Rov. 
B. Blagrove, 

In Committoa, Fobruary 6, 1776, 

Allen Cocke, Gentleman, was unanimously chosen Chair- 
ae a the said Committee, and John Mosson, Clork 
thereof, 


¢ Resolved, That the Clerk of this Committee do trans- 


mit a copy hereof to the Publick Printer, 


I to be published 
in his Gazette. ; 


Joun Wesson, Clerk, 


neereond 


CAPTAIN DUNCAN CAMPRELL TO PRESLDENY oF CONGRRER, 
Philadelphia, Yobruary 5, 1778, 

Sin: The stato of my private businoss, and the unfa- 
vourable season of tho yenr, to move a sickly woman and 
a very young family, hath induced me to apply to thé Con- 
gress, for leave to g0 to the Province of New- York, and 
reside at my own house, ‘This indulgence will save me a 
very heavy expense, arkd enable me to settle some, dghis 


‘ ‘ 
© 
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I shall always hold myself in readiness to move to any 
place the Congress may think proper. 1 do assuie you, 
sir, that I will esteem it a particular favour, if you will 
move the Congress to grant my request. 

Tam, sit, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Donoan Canpannn, 


To the Honourable John Llancock. 


To the Honourable the Committee of Safety af the Pro- 
vince of Pennsylvania. 


The Petition of the Committee of Privates of the Asso- 
ciation, belonging to the City and Liberties of Pumwa- 
puuPHta, humbly sheweth: 

That asit is of the utmost consequence, in the prosecution 
of our present most righteous opposition to tyranny and ar- 
bitvary power, that none be commissioned as officers in the 
Continental Service, but those who manifest the most sin- 
cere ant warm attachment to the cause of libety; aud as 
the honourable Continental Congress bas intrusted the ap- 
pointinent of all inferior, and the recommendation of all 
superior officers, for this Province to this honourable Board, 
your Petitioners do pray this honourable Board to appoint 
or recommend none, but such as have signed the Articles 
of Association given out by the honourable House of Re- 
presentatives of the freemon of this Province, secing this 
ought, at this time, to be considered as the strongest matic 
of attachment to the cause which our present cireumstan- 
ges will admit of. 

As your Petitioners have the pleasure to assure this ho- 
nourable Board that the signing the Articles of Association 
aforésaid is become very general in the City and Districts, 
and like to be universal among those who fags heretofore 
associated, and as the Association is principally composod 
of tradesmen and others, who earn thoir living by their in 
dustry, they do fuither pray this honourable Board, that 
such of them as may ba capablo of performing such pub- 
lick works as this honourable Board may have in charge 
to see executed, and have signed the Association aforesaid, 
may be employed, in preference to all others, and that such 
works may be as equally distributed among the signers of 
the Association as conveniently can, 

The propriety of this application, your Petitioners hum- 
bly conceive, will speak for itself’; and as they assure them= 
i that this honourable Board will consider the Asso- 
olitors, who sign the articles, as better (o be depended on, 
and more worthy of encouragement, than those who do not, 
thoy take the liberty to request this honourable Board to 
show then these marks of their favour and countenance, 
And your Petitioners will pray, &e. 

Signed, on behalf of the Committce of Privates. 

Samug. Simeson, Chairman. 


Philadolphia, Pobrumy 5, 1776, 
The Petition fiom the Committee of Privates being 
read, this Board resolved, that the matters therein prayed 
are reasonable and proper, and this Committee will pay a 
due regard to the same, 
Hxtract from the Minutes: 
Wiruram Govers, Secretary, 


PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE, 
In Committee of Inspoction and Obso) vation, } 
February 5, 1776, 

Whereas the Continental Congress did lately resolve, 
That if any person should be so lost to all virtue and ré- 
gard for,this country, as to refuse to receive the Bills of Cre- 
dit emitted by the authority of @ongress, or should obstruct 
or discourage the currency thereof, and be convicted by 
the Committee of the City, County, or District, where he 
should reside, such person should bo deemed, published, 
and treated as an enemy of his country, and be precluded 
from all trade or intercourse with the inhabitants of the 
Colonies,” F 

And whereas John Drinjcer, hatter, Thomas and Samuel 
Fisher, of the house of Joshua Fisher & Sons, merchants, 
all of this city, having been charged with a breach of 
this Resalve, in refusing to regeive the above Bills of 
Credit in payment, appeared before this Committee, ac- 
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knowledged the truth of the charge, and alleged, in their 
defence, scruples of conscience thereupon, as being money 
emitted for the puipose of war ; 

This Committee, pursuant to the trust reposed in them, 
proceedad to consider the charge and defence, and are of 
opinion, that if such allegation was tre, yet as the Con- 
giess have made no exception, and as such conduct tends 
to subvert the most essential rights and liberties of their 
fellow-citizens, and by destioying the means of defence, 
to expose their lives and propertics to unavoidable ruin, it 
ought not to be admitted ; but it appears to this Commit- 
tee, by their own acknowledgments, that the above por- 
sons have heretofore received, and do continue to receive 
Bills of Credit emitted in this and the neighbouring Pro- 
vinces, though frequently issued for the purposes of war, 
therefore, such objection is not well founded, nor the pre- 
sent pretence consistent with their former conduct. This 
Committee, therefore, (the parties having declared they cid 
not mean to appeal to any other Board) do hold up to 
the wold the said John Drinker, Thomas and Samuel 
Fisher, as enemies to their country, and precluded from all 
trade or intercourse with the inhabitants of these Colonies, 


Ordered, That the above be published. 


Extract from the Minutes : 
Perer Z. Luoyo, Secretary. 


Kingwood, Huntordon County, Committoo Chambor,' 
Fobruary 6, 1778, ; 
Whereas, Nathaniel Blinko, meichant, of the township 
of Kingwood, aforesaid, hath extorted upon his morchan- 
dise, from time to time, contrary to tho Resolves of the 
honourable Continental Congress, though often admonish- 
ed to the contrary by the members of this Boad, when he 
hath declared that he would ask what he pleased, in spite 
of the Committee; Therefore, Resolved, That we will break 
off all clealings or commerce with the snid Nathaniel Blin 
ko, and hold him up as an onemy to the glorious struggles 
for American liberty ; and we request that none may deal 
with him, on pain of being treated in the same manner, 
By order of the Committee : 
Winuiam Coornacu, Clerk, 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM NEW-YORK, TO A GUNTLEMAN 
IN PINLADELPHIA, DAYED FEBRUARY 5, 1776, 

Yostorday, about the same time, Generals Lea and Cfin- 
ton arrived. The Committes of Snfety mot immedintg. 
ly, and wo expected something like « commencement of 
hostilities to-day. Tho Mayor went on board, and the Ga- 
yernour and General both assured him not a man was to 
be landed here, A twenty gun ship, said to be tho Mer- 
cury, and a transport, came into the harbour yesterday, 
Clinton came in tho frigato, and is going to the Southward, 
I believe to Virginia, A Dr. Gilson has been taken into 
custody at Newport, and sent to Head-Quarieis for tran- 
sonable practices at Rhode-Island, Lee says, ho will sond 
word on board the mon-of-war, that if they set a houge on 
fie, in consequonce of his coming, he will chain one hun- 
died of their fiiends together by the neck, and male the 
house their funeral pile. ‘ 


GENERAL LEE TO GRNBRAL WASHINGTON, 
New-York, February 5, 1776. 
My Dean Gentnav: J arrived here yesterday, but not 
without some difficulty, My disorder increased, rather 
than diminished, so that I was under the necessity of 
being carried in a litter a considerable part of the way. 
1 consider it as a piece of the greatest good fortune 
that the Congress have detached 2 Committee to this 
place; othorwise I should have made a most ridiculous 
figure, besides bringing upon myself tho enmity of the 
whole Province, My hands were effectually tied up from 
taking any steps necessary for the publick servios, hy she 
late resolve of the Congress, putting every detachment.to 
the Continental forces under the command of the Pravit- 
cial Congress where such detachment is eu eee 
T should apprize you that General Qlinton anixed almost 
at the same instant with myself, He has brought no 
troops with him, and pledges his hopgar that none are 
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coming. Ho says it is morely a visit to his friend Tryon. 
If jt is really 30, it ig the most whimsical piace of civility 1 
ever heard of. [oe informg us that his intention is for 
North- Carolina, whore ho expects five 1egiments from 
England; that ho only brought two companies of light- 
infantry from Boston. This is certainly a droll way of 
proveosling ; to communigate his full plan to the enemy is 
toq novol to be ercdited, 

Tho Congress Committee, a certain nymber of the Com- 
mittee of Safety, and your humble servant, have had two 
conferences, ‘Sho rosylt of these conferences is such as 
will agreenbly surprise you. It is, in the first place, agreed, 
and justly, tat to fortify tho town against shipping is im- 
practicable ; but we ave to fortify lodgments, in some com- 
manding part of the city, for two thousand men. We aro 
to crect enclosed batteries, on both sides the wator, near 
Hellgate, which will answer the double purpose of securing 
the town against piracies (hrough the Sound, and secure our 
communication with Long-Island, now become a more 
capital pojnt than over, as it is determined to form a strong 
fortifiod camp of three thousand men in that island, imme. 
diately opposite to New- Yorke. Tho pass in the Lighlands 
is to be made as respactablo as possible, gnd guarded by a 
battalion. In short, I think the plan judicious and com- 
plete. The two brass pieces, and other articles, will be 
sent down as you require. You haye heard of the fato of 
the cannon near King's Bridge. 

As I write with pain, you will oxouse my abiupt con- 
clusion. Yours, dear Gonoal, C. Lew. 
To Gonoral Washington, 

2, 5. My lovo to Gates and tho rest, female and male. 


—— 


THOMAS LYNCH ‘10 GENHRAL WASHINGTON. 
Now-York, Fobruary 5, 1776, 

Dear Sin; You have doubtless heard of my being here, 
on a Committee of Congioss. Tha object was to consult 
with Goneral Lee and the people of this place, on the 
best manner of securing it. God knows there is amplo 
toom for it, Mvery thing is wanting, The strong apathy 
that holds Congress in fetters is still more forcible here, 
Vowever, luckily, Clinton iscomo without force. Ile has 
none but the Mercury and one transport brig, 

1 mentioned to you, somo time ago, some propositiong 
which Lord Drummond bad been talking to me of. Ge- 
netal Rodinson writes to him by Clinton, that he (Clinton) 
ig very desirous of being instrumental in bringing about the 
samo end. It is mysterious to me how such a man should 
be sent on such an errand. Be it pg it may, it will not 
produce any yemissiqn of our using the present Moment to 
strongthen onyselyas- and weaken our engmies. Lord 
Drunijiond’s great point is to get somo Mamber of Con- 
gress to go home to inform the Cabinet of the real desires 
and intentions of that body respecting the re-cstgblishmont 
of peace. ‘Lo promote thig purpose, ho has desired me 
to gnologg you a lotter, which, after you have read, if you 
think it pap qo no haym, you will be so kind as to forward 
to Robinson, and to send his apswer to his Lordship, undor 
yonr cover, Jtodinson will, doubtless, send it open to you, 

Wore I to guess at my Lord’s motives, it would be that 
Lord North and his Scottish friends found that their places 
were in dangor, and that there is no way left to secure 
them, but by restoring the nation to that state in which 
alone little minds can rule jt with peaco and quiet. In- 
deed, every papor 1 have seen seems-tending that way, 

Tam, dear sir, your most obedient servant, 

Tuomas Lrneu, 

LORD DRYMMOND Wo BRIGADIAN-GENERAL ROBINSON, 

Now-York, Febryary 5, 1776, 

My Dean Sim: Just as I was sitting down to write to 
you, I reeeiyed yours, by Gengral Clinéon, but have not 
as yet had gn opportunity of seving him. 

During the very fow months J was with you at Bogfon, 
1 expressed my wish of being able to mako known at PAd+ 
ladelphia the disposition in England towards an accom- 
modation, upon liberal terms, and such as wore founded in 
oquity and candour. 

You then concurred with me in thinking that, however 
much those gentlemen whose province it now is to think 
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for the publick might bo beld up as aiming at a total sopa- 
ration, they had as their sole object such a reconciliation 
as would givo a constitutional security to their children. 
In this opinion I think wo were not dosaivel: From all 
the conversation Lhad at Philadelphia with those gantle- 
mon, (who allow me, I hope, to rank myself among the 
number of their friends,) 1 haye every reason to think thon 
most seriously disposed towards teconcilintion, J'rom a 
conviction of this, } havo prossod the setting on foot a ne- 
gotiation; nor am I without hopes of success. Should 
such an ovent take placo, it ig not impossible but a depu- 
tation fram hence may bo found expadient, and, in that 
case, a passport requisite for a security against English 
crnisers, Such a passport must bo left blank, for filling 
up names, and sent by tho samo conveyance that this 
passes though. — It will be needless to caution you against 


delay. 

My slight acquaintance with General Lloweand Admiral 
Shaldham will furnish you with an apology for not aking 
a more direct application. 

J continue, my dear fijend, yours, &c. 

Druamonn. 
Brigadier General Robinson, Baston. 

P.S, Let me guard you against letting this go to the 

publick, till we sce how far my hopes are well-grounded. 


GENEWAL SOMUYLER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL 
Albany, Fobruary 6, 1776, 

Sin: Your Lonour’s favour T had tho pleasure to receive 
by Colonel Mott, and just now Mr. Bennelé has handed 
mo one of the 31st, 

As the number of Captains appointed to the Regiment 
fo be commanded by Colonel Burrell oxceads the Con- 
tinontal arrangemont, 1 conclude your [lonour had not re- 
ecived the resolutions of Congress on that head. If the 
alteration can be made so as to correspond with the inten» 
tions of Congress, without detrimont to the service, would 
it not be best to do it? 

I have not been honoured with a line from Congress, ia 
answer to tune requesting (heir direction how IT was to 
order tho payment for the troops. Through the multi- 
plicity of their weighty afthins, { suppose it has slipped 
their attention, Apprehonsive, however, that the sorvice 
may softer, [shall vonture to ordor payment to the men, 
from the times ey were discharged until they retumed to 
their respective habitations, which I propose doing by al- 
lowing at the rato of fifteen miles per day from where they 
were dismissed to their tespective Captain's place of abode, 
I hope it will prove satisfactory to Congress; it cannot fajt 
of being so to the mon. 

Although the troops raised in Berkshire have mado 
Jango ells upon mo for arms, yet I hopo to be able to fur- 
nish tho number for Colonal Burredl’s Regimant, which 
I mentioned in my Jost, 1 wish, howover, that a3 mnny 
may be completely furnishod as possibla, Ag Lum not 
posspssed ofan appraisemant of the arms that ware deliverad 
inta the Continental stores by soldiers from your Colony, 
Tcannot fall upon any modo with propriety, othor than (o 
request that your [fonour will bo pleased to authorize per- 
sons to pay tho spyeral Captains, on producing the receipts, 
and when the whole are paid, to transmit the account and 
voucher ; on the receipt of which, 1 will immediately issue 
a warrant for the reimbursement to the Colony. 

When J pointed out to General Washington the route 
by Number Four, for the march of troops into Canada, it 
was on & supposition that they might be detached from his 
camp. Colonel Burrell’s march will, undoubtedly, be 
much the easiest through this city; bat when the men are 
rive here, they must be sapplied out of tho Continental 
stores, and be provided with sleds for their baggage by the 
Commissary-Genernl. If the slods that convey the bag- 
gage from Connecticut hore choose to proceed, they may 
go on. J mention this, that we may not Inbour undor the 
confusion of so many different Commissaries, and variety 
of accounts. T have had a quantity of hard brond baked 
here, at Fort-George, and Ticonderoga ; and haya caused 
the most portable poile to be picked aut, and a good part 
of it dressed, for the greater convenience of the men on 
their march, As soon ah Mr. ‘Ziumbull, the Paymasters 
General, can finish the rolls, he will send them, with a 
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Deputy, to pay the Captains. I hopo a very few days will 
accomplish this. 

Colonel Aott’s motives for resigning the Licutenant-Col- 
oneley do him great honour, and eviuee his zeal for our 
righteous cause. By letters from General ooster, of the 
20th ultimo, I learn, with pleasure, that all is safe in Cana- 
da, ond that our brave little corps before Quebeck hold 
their ground and continue the blockade. Can Lurope any 
Jongor doubt of the virtue, perseverance, and spirit of 
‘Americans, when they sea a city invested, in the depth of 
Winter, in a country which, at that season, is almost unin- 
habitable ; when they see citizens become soldiers, regard- 
loss of the comforts they might enjoy in their own habita- 
tions, and quitting them with alacrity, to undeitake a march 
of inany hundred miles, through snow and over frozen seas, 
without tents, without any shelter from the inclemency of 
the weather, but the azure canopy of Heaven? What ae 
striking lessen to tyrants! What a glorious instance of 
what the spirit of liberty can dol Our cause, sir, I boldly 
pronounce, cannot sink whilst the present unanimity sub- 
sists; whilst we coutinue resolved, with a steady perseve- 
rance, to make use of those means which indulgent Leaven 
has put into our power for our defence. I have not heard 
a word fiom General Lee since his arrival in this Colony. 
Mr. Benneté showed me a copy of « tine of his, which gives 
me great uneasiness. I hope no obstacles will be thrown 
in his way to prevent the execution of his orders. It is of 
much importance to us that all the Malignants, in every 
Colony, should be scoured. learned, with ploasure, tho 
eftactual steps your respectable Government has taken, I 
wish the Convention of New-York may follow so fair an 
example. 

Lan in better health than I have latterly been. I hope 
the approach of Spring may restore it, that I may be able 
to take an active pat. A close attention to business in 
the closot I find more projudicial to my cough than the 
fatignes ofout-door work. 

Tam, sit, with very great esteem and regard, your [To- 
nour’s most obedient, humble servant, 

Pour Scrvuyien. 


P. 8. Our military chest is very low; we will, bhowover, 
try to furnish your Colony, as far as possible, as 1 can 
easily concoive that you must be distressed for money, 

od 


} GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASININGTON, 
‘ Lebanon, Fobruary 5, 1776. 


Sm: Enclosed is account of the charges and expen- 
sos incurred by providing for Massrs. Penet and De Pli- 
arne,in their journey to Philadelphia, by your Excelleney’s 
direction, I have sent forward to you the bills, showing 
how the account arose, Please to order payment to be 
made, and sent to ine by the post who brings this. 

“Tho battalion raising in this Colony, to march to the ns- 
sistance of our friends at Canada, are inlisted to serve un- 
til the ist of February noxt, with bounty, pay, wages, and 
allowances, agroenble to resolve of Congress, sent mo by 
the express who last camo to yqu this way. 

Our Tronsury was exhausted, and knew not how to set 
the troops forward, until Sadurday. Intelligence came td 
me that twelve thousand five hundred dollars was received 
from the honourable Congress for that purpose, My Pio- 
clamation was out sometime before, and hear that men jn- 
list freely, and hope they will be on their march soon; 
have ordered them go off by divisions, and hope nothing 
will retard them, Se 

Through fear of delay, wrote last week to you on the 
head of our payment of the toops that served under you 
last season; the pay-rolls aro ‘to meet your approbation 
and order for payment; and, although provision is received 
for those going ta Canada, yot there remains innumerable 
calls we aro unablo to answer without further supplies, 
an apprehend payment is to be made by you, on those 
rolls, ' 

Three battalions raised and marching to your camp will 
come'on soon; three dollars a man was paid, in part of 
wages; to enable them to make necossary provisions. I 
hiear that two or three companies are gone forward, and the 
yest going this week, 4 


Fourru Srrius.—Vou, iv. 
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T received a letter from Major-General Lice, dated at 
Stamford, January 81st, wherein he writes 1 A most un 
expected and severe attack of the rheumatism, of gout, hus 
seized me here and prevented me personally proceedings 
Ihave sent Colonel /Vaterbury on, os he is sufficiently 
strong in numbers betwixt his own iegiment and the vos 
lunteers, I thought it prudent to order back Ward's Regls 
ment till they received your Honour’s further orders.” In 
another scrip, he snys: “There is alate resolve of the 
Continental Congress, which had I seen before, would have 
stopped me. It is, that every detachment of the Army is 
to act under the direction of the Provincial Congress where 
itis, What then will be the use of a detachment at New- 
York? I answer, by asking, is New-York to be left to 
he mote inimical to us than even the Province of Quebeck 7 
Tho policy of many there is strained to the utmost against 
our tights. However, I hope better things of their Con- 
gress, if not perverted by artful threats and craft.” 

Since writing thus far, J am informed that General Zee 
was carried into New-York in a fitter, and three members 
of the Continental Congress are to mect him there, to settle 
measures of conduct. 

Tam, with great trath and regard, sir, your obedient, 


humble servant 
humble sorvant, Jonaroan Trusputn, 


To His Excellency General JVashington. 


Marbluhoad, Fobruary 6, 1776, 


May rr pimasn youn Tonoun: The subscribers, in con- 
formity to the resolves of the General Court, handed us for 
the inlistment of ninety-one men out of this town, beg leaya 
to acquaint your Honoms wo have made use of our utmost 
exartions to effect the sain, but to no purpose, as the men 
wero almost all before engaged in the service, 

We are your [ovaurs’ bamble servants, 

Josnua Oxne, 
Josern oman, 
Srrruen Prunus, 
Epwann Ferrypvacs, 
Wintaam Kmiair, 
Wiutaam Doriver, 


Committee 
of 
Correspondence. 


To tho Honowablo Council and House of Representatives 
for the Colony of the Adassachusetts- Bay, 


Ponobscot-Ltiver, Fabraary &, ep 
To the Honourable the Council and House of Reprosett 
tatives in General Council assembled ; 

Keahawit and Pierre Toma, heads of the St, John’s, 
and in behalf of the Miccamae Tribe, send health to you, 
and to inform you that wo received your letter, dated the 
16th October Inst. Wo thank you for tho kindness you have 
done us, in providing ammunition and provisions for the 
Winter season, and for granting liberty for a Priest to*fray 
with us to Almighty God, to make us strong, to opposd 
tho wicked people of Old England. Tho Penobscot Ji« 
dians aye all of one heart, though of different tribes, and 
we ave willing to assist you with our lives to oppose the 
wicked people of Old England, and we ave ready to cone 
up in the Spring, if we are wanted, and you to send us a 
letter to desire us to come, 

We put all in one head and heart, and shall always keep 
it there, in romembrance of your kindness. 

We thank you by kissing our hand, and shall always 
stand by you and keep that kiss in our hand in semem- 
brance of it. 

We pray God to bless you in your present war with the 
wicked people of Old Zngfand, to diive them out of our 
lands. . 


Williamsburgh, Virginia, Friday, Fobruary 9, 1776. 


By advices from the army under Colonel Lowe, wo 
learnethat they abandoned Norfolk last Tuesday, aller te+ 
moving the poor inhabitants, with what eflects they dou 
carry along with them, and demolishing the intronchments 
which Lord Dunmore threw up a little before he fed on 
board the ficet now lying before that place. hat few 
houses remained after the late boipbardmént wete, likewise, 
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destroyed, after being valued, to prevent our onomies ta- 
king shelter in them. 

Thug, in the course of five weoks, has a town which con- 
tained upwards of six thousand inhabitants, many of them 
in aflluent circumstances, a place that carried on an exten- 
give trade and commerce, consequently affording bread to 
many thousands, been reduced to ashes, and become deso- 
late, through the wicked and cruel machinations of Lord 
North and the junto, aided by their faithful servants, my 
Lord Dunmore, with his motley army, and the renowned 
Captain Bellew, Commodore of his Britannick Majesty’s 
foot in Virginia, and his gencrous and valiant crew. ‘Truly 
may it be now said, 


«Noygr can truo reconcilement grow, 
Whero wounds of dendly hate huyo piere’d so deop.” 


The troops are now stationed at Kemp's Landing, the 
Great-Bridge, and in and about Suffoll, 


wm 
He HOLLINGSWORTH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 


The subscriber will engage to have made any quantity, 
from two hundred to two thousand muskets, on the same, 
plan, and at the same price they are made in this or the ad- 
acent Provinces, and finish one hundred hy the tenth day of 
April next, and one hundred per month after, til the quan- 
tity engaged are finished, provided 1 am furnished with 
locks for said muskets at least twenty days before said day, 
(for which shall be allowed fifteen shillings for cach Jock, 
out of the price of tho muskets so finished,) and providing 
Tam advanced the sum of three hundred and twenty-five 
pounds immediately, (ov as soon as good security is offer- 
ed,) and a further sum of one tumdred pounds at the deli- 
very of said hundred muskets, towards defraying the ex- 
pense of the second hundred ; and for cach hundred after 
to have the sum of fifty pounds advanced, till the quantity 
wanted are completed: as witness my hand, this sixth day 


of February, 1776, IL. Horineswourn, 
Cecil County, 
To the Wonourablo Council of Safety, now sitting, 


P.S, Itis meant that said muskets be completed with 
stock, bayonet, rammer, and brass mounting, 


spire tn OS 


a SATE GHTASE YO DANIEL OF 81, THOMAS JENIFER. 


In Congress, Philadelphia, February 6, 1776, 
Dean Sin: The Congress just now received the letter 
from the Council of Safety of New-York. Pray de- 
spateh copy to Virginia by tho post, or, if gone, by ex- 
press to their Convention, 

“A brig is arrived to Mr. Morris, with fiftoon tons of 
poivder, and fifteen hundred stand of arms; five tons, and 
five hundved arms belonging to our Province, 

Adjeu, Samurn Cras. 


t wy 


PRESIDENT OF CONGUESS 10 GENERAL SCHUYLER, 
Philadolphia, Fobrumy 6, 1776, 

Sin: Your lotters of the 22d and 25th of inst month, 
together with the narrative of your proceedings in Tryon 
Céunty, and the several enclosures, have been duly receiy- 
ed qnd communicated to Congress, in ansyer'to which I 
am directed to forward you the enclosed resolutions. 

It is with great pleasure inform you that the prudence, 
zeal, and temper manifested in your late expedition, met 
with the warmest approbation of Congress, though, at the 
same time, 1 cannot forbear expressing my grief for your 
telapse. I hope your exertions in the cause of your coun- 
try will not make you forget the necessary attention duo 
to your health. 

As tha operations in Canada, which are so important in 
their consequences, cannot be carried on without a large 
supply of specie, the Congress have recommended it to tho 
soveral Colonics té employ proper persons for collecting 
all the gold aud silver they can, to bo exchanged for Can- 
tinental bills, and have recommended to you to encourago 
sutlers to attend the Army in Canada, and the moncy ari 
sing therefrom to be disposed of agreeable to tho resolve 
enclosed, which mode will be very advantageous, and 
doubt not your exertions to effect it. 

1 must refer you to the resolutions of Congress:herewith 
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transmitted, and being much pressed for timo cannot add 
but that J am, with much esteem, sir, your vory humble 


servants Joun [lancocn. 
To Major-General Schuyler, nt Albany, 


NEW-JERSEY CONGRESS TO PRESIDENT MANCOCK, 
In Proyinoial Congroas, New.Jorsoy, runawick, 
Fobruary 6, 1776, i 

Sin: Pursuant to the direction of your honourable 
Touse, signified to us by your lettar, this Congress have 
this day unanimously agreed to recommend the gentlemen 
named in the within resolve, for the commissions of Field. 
Ofiicers of the third battalion of forces now raising in this 
Colony for the Contineatal service. 

And it is with great pleasure that I am ablo to inform 
you, sir, that from the active seal of tho gentlemen now 
recommendod, who are persons of family and great reputa- 
tion in New-Jersey, wo doubt not but they will do 4fonour 
to themselves and yery essential service to the common 
cause. 

By order of the Congress, 

Tam your humble servant, 
Samugn, Tooxer, President, 


‘To the Honourable John Tancoek, Esq. 


In Provinolal Congross, Now.Joraoy, Branawicl, i 
Vobruary 6, 1776, 

By motion made, Resolved unanimously, That tho fol- 
lowing gentlemen be recommended by this Congress to the 
honourable tha Contineutal Congress, ae propor persons for 
Fiold-Officers of the Third Battalion, to be raised in this 
Colony, to wit: Zfias Dayton, Colonel; clnthony Talon 
Thite, Licutonant-Colonel ; Mrancis Barber, Major, 


ay trig copy Wintiam Parrenson, Seeretary. 
Sasuun Tucken, President, 
Ordered, That the President do sign an attested copy 
of this Resolution, and transmit the same to the Continen- 
tal Congress, A. true copy. 
Attost Witte Parrengon, Secretary. 


NEW-JERSEY CONGRESS ‘TO PRESIDENT HANUOCK. 
In Provincial Congress, Now-Jorsay, Brunawlele 
* February 6, 1776, i 

Gewenemens Induced by a report current in this Pio- 
vince that the honourable the Continental Congross have 
agreed to allow the use of Last-dadia'Teas, many persons 
have publickly sold that article, and tho uso of it is, thoro- 
foro, in danger of becoming more general, 

Wo did not hesitate to determine that common report, 
ofion deceitful and always uncortain, ought not to be 
snflisient to contravene a known and established rogula» 
tion; but, on a resolyo being proposed for the purposo of 
pulting # stop to this grewing evil, one of the members 
Informed us that he heard several of the Continental Dele- 
gates publickly declare, it was agreed in Congress that no 
natica should ba taken of the sala or use of Last-lndia 
Teas in tho astern Colonies. 

TIere, indeed, we hesitated; and, it being of great mo- 
nent that every regulation of the honourable Reprosonta« 
live body of the Continent should be preserved inviolate, 
we must request that you will speedily inform ts whether 
any, or what agreement has been made by you respecting 
tho sale and use of Kast-Jndia ‘Teas. 

By order of Congress. 

Your most humble servant, 
Savew Tucker, President. 


To tho Honourable John Hancock, lisq, 


ABRAMAM LOLT LO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, 
Now-York, Fobrunry 6, 1776, 
Yesterday at 2 ho, P, M,, Mr, Lott received the en- 
closed order for sea-provisions for [Tis Majosty’s ship Mer~ 
cury, which he thinks he is at liberty to supply, pursuant 
to the ordar of the honourable Congress in August last} 
but being clesivous to act sofas not to give offence in these 
difficult times, humbly begs the, advice and dircetion of this 
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-honourable Committee, whether the command shall be 

complied with or not, 

To the Honourable the Committee of Safety for the Colony 
of New-York. 


Moreury, February 5, 1776, 
Sin: Please to supply His Majesty’s ship Mercury, 
with the following Provisions, to complete her to thiee 
months, viz: Two thousand pounds broad; two hundred 
gallons spirits; two thousand pounds flour; two hundred 
pounds butter; four hundred pounds cheese ; eleven bush- 
els peas; eleven bushels oatmeal. 
The above to be sent on board as soon as possible, 
From, sir, your most obedient servant, 
Joun Herrina. 


In Commifieo of Safety, Now-York, February 6, 1776, 

Abrahanh Lott, Esq., attended, and informed the Com- 
mitteowhat the Purser of His Majesty’s ship Mercury, bad 
sent to him (e Agent- Victualler of His Majesty’s ships in 
this port) a list of sundry Provisions 1equived for the said 
ship Mercury, and Mr, Lott desired a ka whether he 
be at liberty to supply the said ship Mercury, with Provi- 
sions: 

Ordered, That Mr, Loit be informed that it is the sense 
of this Committee that he ought not to supply the said 
ship Mercury with Provisions. 


WILLIAM A, FORBES ‘TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAPETY. 
Now-York, Fobruary 6, 1776, 
Gewrtenen! Your petitioncr having understood that 
several battalions aro to be raised, in defence of our inosti- 
mable rights and liberties, and belng duly sensible of the 
justness of the causo in which we are all embarked, humbly 
aus leave to offer himself ta serve in one of said battalions. 
He flatters himself his conduct hitherto, as an officer, will ve- 
commend him to the honouable Board, and boasts he could 
fill (he commission of a eentalney with that truly patriotick 
spirit becoming an American soldier. 
Your petitioner, therefore, humbly prays the honourable 
gentlemen will take it in their serious consicetation, and 
remains, with the utmost respect, gentlemen, your very 


humble servant, Wiiuiam Avexarper Fores, 


To the Honourable Provincial Congress. 


LORD QHORGE GERMAINE TO MAJOR-GHNERAL HOWE, 
Whitehall, February 7, 1776, 

Sm: Since my letter to you of the 1st instant, I have re- 
ecived your despatches of the 19th and 26th of December, 
by which J had the satisfaction to find that four victualling 
ships from England were arrived at Boston, and 1 have 
just now learned by a note from My. Robinson to Mr. Pow- 
nail, that thore is advice of two others having got in. 

This seasonable relief to the Army undor your command 
is of great insportance, at the same time the King very 
much approves the measures you haye taken for procuring 
a supply of provisions from S%, Eustazia, and of rice from 
the Colony of Georgia. 

His Majesty observes, that you have very properly de- 
clined sending the remainder of the Sixty-Fifth Regiment 
to Halifac upon the advice you had received of the ‘I'wen- 
ty-Seventh being arrived there ; this arrangement, however, 
ge not make any alteration with regard to Tis Majesty’s 
intention that the commissioned and non-commissioved offi- 
cers and invalids should be sent to Great Byitiin, but you 
will consider yourself at liberty to incor poraeé the private men 
of that regiment fit for service; either into the Twenty-Se- 
venth Regiment, or any other corps that you shall think 


proper, Tam, &c., Geones Genuaine. 


— 


EXTRACT OF A LOTYER TO A GENTLEMAN IN PHILADEL- 
PUFA, DATED CHARLESTOWN, SOUTH-CANOLINA, FEBRU- 
any 7, 1776. 

The troubles in the back parts are entircly subsided. 
Their ringleaders, with about,one hundred ‘and thirty 
others, were taken. All to athut twenty have been dis- 
missed, and sent safe to their own houses, being convinced 
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of their mistake, and well satisfied with the treatment they 
received when taken, They had been persuaded to take 
Up arms to preserve their lives and properties, which they 
heard had been sold to the Indians, who were to butchor 
them all on a fixed day, when the Liberty People, (as they 
call them,) were to go into forts, and leave them open and 
defenceless to the enemy, to be destroyed entirely. Some 
villains swore before a magistrate, that powdor had beet 
sent to the Zudians for this diabolical purpose. Upon this 
they collected a second and third time, but were attacked 
by Colonels Richardson and Thompson at the break of 
day, after a forced march of twenty-five miles in the night, 
surprised and taken. 

About thirty of the prisoners work at a battery six miles 
from town, on Stulivan’s Island, at the mouth of the har- 
hour. I did myself the honour of going down as a volun- 
teer with the detachment. Here I got acquainted with 
several of the insurgents, who were plain, honest, sensible 
fellows; and as I assumed no character above a digger or | 
spadesman, in which, without vanity, T excelled the whole 
carps, they looked upon me as their brother, and heard me 
gladly. I gave them a full and proper account of every 
thing concerning the ground of the war. ‘This, with three 
or four gallons of rum, was of infinite servico to our enuse. 

The reason of deferring the battery on Sullivan’s Island 
was the Lumar andCherolcee, sloops-of-war, lay closo along- 
side of this Island, which was made a den for runaway 
slaves, who were encouraged and protected by the people 
belonging to the ships. The-departure of them, ocension- 


ed by want of provisions, which we refused to supply them , 


with, the moment we had it in our power to prevent them 
from plundering, gave us an opportunity of fortifying the 
Island. I went twice down, and worked the fist time 
three, and the second two days, the only volunteer, The 
ships were but a fow days gone, when threa others sent 
fiom England, appeared off our bar, the Syren, of twenty. 
eight, Haven, of twenty guns, and a transport. ‘They 
several times attempted coming in, but the wind for threo 
or four days prevented them. One of our pilot boats fred 
upon their bargo, which was soveral times returned without 
damage, Thoy at last sailed for Georgia, whore they and 
the other men-of-war are now striving to procure provi- 
sions, after which we expect a visit from them, and ays 
pratty wall prepared. We have above one hundred leary 
cannon mounted for the defence of the town and harboui 

and the Militia from all parts are marching into town 

Upon the return of the Georgia Delegatos, tho Stiity o1 
Liberty assembled, unrigged all the vessels that were ready 
to sail for England, set up a Liberty Poles seized upon the 
persons of the Governour and Council, and sent to us for 
two hundred men. Some Tories there ave striving to bring 
on on Indian war, and yeoruiting for Government in the 
back parts of that Province. 

Tho town is surrounded with sevan batteries, two on 
James's Island, vie: Fort Johnston of nent, and 9 new 
one of eleven guns; and two on Sullivan's Island, one of 
twelve, and another of four guns; go that we can rake tha 
whole harbour from the bar. But 1 suppose this is nothing 
to what your Council of ey has done for the defenge of 
Philadel which is so ensily defended on account of tha 
length 9’your river. You must bo impregnable by this 
timg~ You are happy, my dear friend, in not being ex- 

ged to the more than diabolical machinations of Govern» 
“ment tools, and the dread of insurrections from your Slaves. 
[lel] would be ashamed of such mean and more than bru« 
tal attempts to destroy us, and the Devil would blush at 
the impudence of the man who would have the effrontery 
to recommend a re-union with so barbarous a Government, 


WILUIAM SPEAR TO DANICL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER, 
Baltimoro, February 7, 1776. 


Snt; Enclosed you have invoice of the osnaburghs you 
directed me to keep for you, which I havo ready to deliv 
yer,to your order. By the enclosed account, it appodts 
there is a balance in my favour of one hundred: and. sixty 
eight pounds, twelve shillings and two pence, which gum 

lense to give the bearer, Mr. Cummings,.an order on the 
Meatutée for, and oblige, sir, your obedient, hiamble ser~ 
vant, © a aniGieoram Sppar, 


To the Honourable Daniél of Se'Lhomas Jenifer. 


* 
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P. §. There is accounts como to Philadelphia from the 
West-Indies, that there is a number of our vossels seized. 
Mr, Neil's schooner from this place is said to be one of 
that number. J tremble for such vessels as is destined for 
St. Eustatia and Martinico, on account of their vicinity 
with S¢, Christopher and Dominico. If you should have 
any thing to add to my captain’s orders, | will attend you 
with him. The timo of his sailing is very uncerinin, as our 
navigation is entirely stopped by tho ico. 

Wintran Sruar. 


— 


PHILADELPIIA COMMITYRE TO MARYLAND COMMITTED OF 
SAFETY, 
In Committco of Safety, Fobruary 7, 1776, 

Geyriomen: The manofacturing of Saltpetre, so pecu- 
Harly favoured by the great quantities of nitre with which 
the earth in and about tobacco houses and works is so pleu- 
tifally imprognated, is a subject tao plainly pointed out by 
this circumstance, that we should deem it importinent to 
hint the necessity of increusing so important an article to 
our Southorn brethren, so distinguished for their zeal in the 
opposition ta the unjust encroachments on our liberties, but 
that we fear the vigorous endeavours for the increase of 
Saltpotre through this city and Province may encourage an 
undue dependance on this or any other Colony, which has 
erected Publick Works, to the injury of the publick cause ; 
and desivous to difuse the spirit of making so necessary 
and profitable an article, pormit us to offer you our servica 
in instructing any persons, at our Publick Works in this city, 
that you or any Committe through your Province may 
rocémmend to us for that purpose, whereby the knowledge 
of this so necessary branch may be spread through your 
Colony, 

We aro, gentlemen, your obedient and yery humble 
servants, 

By order of the Committee: 

Joun Nixon, Chatrman. 


To tho Committee of Safety, Maryland, 


AMOS WILKINSON ‘TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
Philadolphin Barracks, Fobruury 7, 1776, 
Sin+_Jn consequence of your orders to the commanding 
leer of this garrison, I was ordered, with a paity of men, 
to convey Gonoral Prescott fiom tho jail of this city to 
somo private lodgings, which ordais I accordingly executed 
to the best of my abilitics, and had him Todead this night 
at Smith’s tavern, Nothing matorial occurred to the guard 
until about twelve o’clock tho samo night, when a certain 
Mr, Richeson, (ono of the British prisoners,) camo in 
the guard-room, al Mr. Snit’s, and tantalized the guard, 
in tho following manner: Pray, gentlemen, what aro you 
bearing arms for? ‘The Soigonnt of the guard mado an- 
awar, ‘Lo dofend our rights and properties, Mr, Richeson 
therfsaid, What do you think of gotting a good whipping 
in the Spring? The Sorgoant made answer, Ho suppased 
they would, if it laid in their powor to give it, Before 
the discourse between thon, i Jaid down by the stove, 
and took no notice of him, the said Richeson, until ho 
showed ¢ quantity of gold to the men, and said, Here is the 
Tight coip, damn your Continental monoy, aud the frst 
rothoters of it; or words to that offect. With wha, I 
Jumped yp, seized hold of him, and pitched him out of 
the room, and ordered him to be taken‘to his room. Hex 
immediately alter sent mo word by the Sergennt, that he 
was a gentleman, and expected I would show mysell' as one, 
by, calling on him in the moraing, and give him satisfiction, 
Fears waited on him, (frst sending him word by 
the landlord, I should wait on him, with either a good horse- 
whip ot ratan,) with a whip, but on my entering his room, 
he immedintely asked my pardon, and begged 1 would take 
no notice of what had passed, as he had been in liquor, 
, Axos Winxinson, Lieutenant. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. . 


—n 


TO TIE PEOPLE IN GENERAL. 
Philadelphin, Fobruary 7/1776. 
When the Prophet Samuel was sent to Bethlehem to 
anoipt a King out of the house of Jesse, and had the 
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eldest son of the family brought before him, his lofly sta- 
ture and goodly appearance made tho Prophet ery out, 
“Surely tha Lord's anointed is beforo hin.” But ho 
received this gontle reproof from his Divine conductor : 
* Loolt not on his countennnes, nor on the height of his 
stature, because | have refused him. For the Lord sceth 
not as man seeth, for man looketh on the outward appear 
ance, but the Lord looketh au tha heart,” 

Were ian to set about the destruction or dissolution of 
a great empire, he would begin with making choice of one 
of the mightiest Powers upon carth to efecr it, Chen vast 
warlike preparations would succeed; nor would ha enter 
upon the grand design until his armies wero so numerous, 
and his instruments of war so terrible and destructive, that 
they might well bo styled the Invincible. All would now 
begin to move, and the whole world would tremble at his 
approach; but a few months would convinea hin that 
without God ho could do nothing. On the other hand, he 
who sets up avd pulls down, confines, or extends gmpires 
at hig pleasure, generally, if not always, carries on fis great 
work with instraments apparently unfit for the greut pure 
pose, but which in his hands are always effectual. By this 
means the part he takes appears visible, and the glory of 
success js given to whom it is duc. 

It always gives me sensible delight when I see publick 
calamities aflect mankind with a sense of religion, and 
eninest desire of reformation; and I most heartily concur 
in sentiment with the Ropresentatives of a certain people 
“that our minds ought to be affected with the most awlil 
consideration of the dispensations of Divine Providence to 
mankind in general in former ages,” that we know how to 
conduet owselyes in liko circumstances, and avoid ag much 
as possible the appearance of resisting the Divine Will, as 
publickly declared in [lis providential proceedings, lest we 
should bo found to fight against God, 

The Assyrian, one of the first and greatest empires re~ 
corded in antiquity, aroso to such an height as nearly to 
command the then inhabited world; the consequence was 
that her rulers became corrupted and arbitrary, and forgot~ 
ting the Divine designs in appointing thom, they forsook 
the paths of justice and oquity,*and looked upon their peo- 
ple ag ninds for their plensure, This brought down the 
Divine vengeance upon her, which was executed by the 
Medes and Persians, two nations at that time of small con- 
sideration. Ou the ruins of the Assyrian arose the Per+ 
sian empire, which grew to equal, if not superior height 
and iniquily. ft too was destroyed by the Alacedonians, 
a people of no political signification a fow yeas before 
they were called by Divine Providence to eftect this great 
work. "Che next great empire we read of was the Roman, 
which, having arrived at tho height of luxary, pride, and 
arbitrariness, (tl by the lends of savages, who to this day 
have suareely any historical existance, Tho Zurks and 
the Saracens, of all the peoplo at that day tho least in the 
opinions of mankind, divided tha Masten and Wostern 
Empire betwoon them, ‘Thus, most if not all of tha great 
empires in the world haya succossively bean avarthrawn by 
nations, which, in their timo, were of no political conse- 
quonce, And there are few if any examples of one great 
empire being employed in the overthrow of another, ‘Tho 
contest between Jtome aud Carthage was that of wo great 
cities aiming at wniversal dominion, neither having at that 
time arisen into empire. Thus deals the Divine Provi- 
dence, always taking steps which appear strange and won- 


-dorful, that the whole may bear the evident inarks of his 


hand. 

Ry To apply this to our present cireumstances, and recive 
instruction thereby, Jet us take a view of tho present state 
of Great Britain, and the conduct of Divine Providence 
towards this country, and it will enable us to discover the 
designs of Providence, and what measures we ourht to 
pursuo, that wo inight effectually co-operate with the Divino 
intentions. 

It must be allowed by every one who has tho least 
knowledge of tho English nation, that there is no degieo of 
vice, folly, or corruption, now wanting to fill Up any mea+ 
sure of iniquity necessary for the downfall ofa state, From 
the King on the throne, to the mennest freeman in the na» 
tion, all is corrupt. The Crown, far from rogarding its 
duty in tho political odd only usos the publick monoy to 
bribo tho publick officer. “The Jogislator grants the money 
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of the people with a degree of cheerfulness proportioned 
to the prospect ha has of handling it through the fingeis of 
corruption. ‘The freeman sells the importance he possesses 
in the state for the good of himself and his neighbours, for 
a belly full of porter, and gives his vote to the man, who by 
the largess he offers, shows he is the most unfit person in 
the nation to be possessed of the trust. ‘Thus men, guilty 
of the worst of vices, possess the places of power and trust, 
which ought to be filled by none but those of the greatest 
integrity and virtue. And tho consequence is, that the 
nation is ruled with a rod of iron, and there is no part of 
the empire fiee from oppression. Her princes are corrupt, 
her nobles degencrate, and the representatives of the peo- 
ple aro bought and sold, The Government moves on the 
springs of iniquity, and the measure of their conduct is di- 
rected alone by their power of execution, and not by justice 
or equity ; so that it is, perhaps, impossible in all history, 
to produce a ynore complete state of corruption in Govern- 
ment. {Omnia sunt venalia Rome, is nothing to this, for 
bribery is*descended to the lowest dregs of the nation, and 
nothing is free from the touch of its pollution. The omni- 
potence of the Alinighty is arrogated by men who rule with 
the tyranny of the Devil. This is Great Britain’s true, but 
melancholy condition. The eye of partial affection may 
cast a veil over it; but ingenuity and candour will acknow- 
ledge the facts. Tell me, then, ye devotces of religion, 
the intentions of God to a nation like this, and point out 
the advantages of being reconciled to such a Government. 

Suffice this, for the present, on the part of the state of 
Great Britain, Now let us return to the conduct of Pro- 
vidence towards thesa Colonies, 

Shortly before the present contest began, the Divine 
counsel and wisdom permitted Great Britain and Trance 
to carry on a long and bloody war in this country, whereby 
the whole was reduced under the power of Great Britain, 
many of us were trained to arms, and all familiarized to a 
war at our doots, and taught to view, without dread or dis- 
may, the banners of hostility waving iv the air. 

Chrough the course of this war, we gave such incontesti- 
ble proofs of our loyalty and affection, as drew from Great 
Britain the most unequivocal acknowledgments of the 
same, and having performed more than could be reasona- 
bly expected of us, she returned large sums which sho then 
thought we had eependen beyond our just proportion. In 
this situation of aflairs, wo bad reason to éxpect that we 
should meet with nothing jut the warmest return of grati- 
tude for our services, But they, who wasted that time 
and treasure in folly and dissipation, which ought to have 
been expended in acts of gratitude and praise for the un- 
merited favours of Heaven in the success of the war, would 
séarcely remember what they owed to their fellow-subjeots. 
Accordingly, our limbs were scarcely rested from the toils 
we endured in her service, until we were called upon to 
exert ourselves against her oppressions. And for more 
than twelve years we have laboured by prayers, entreaties, 
non-importations, and every other penceable mode of op- 
position to prevent her enslaving us; but all to no pupose, 
Our petitions from Assemblies and Congresses, from Towns 
and Provinces, and from separate and united bodies of men, 
ware all of no avail. The King despised and rejected 


them; the Parliament treated them with contempt, and the , 


people, disregarding the justice of them, moved not in our 
behalf. Thus after affectionately assisting Great Britain 
through a very bloody, dangerous, and expensive war, and 
afier a twelve years’ unsuccessful endeavour to remain re- 
conciled to her on principles of right, equity; liberty, and 
consanguinity, we are at last reduced to the necessity of 
becoming independent, and entering into a war with her 
to preserve our privileges. ‘ 

The American quit-rents can do little as yet, but in a 
few years they alone would provide the King with a fund 
sufficient to raise and support any army necessary to en- 
slave us, let us then be united to Britain on what princi- 
ples we please. Wo are at present such a numerous, so- 
ber, hardy, and industrious people, as in all ages have been 
the ablest to contend with, and most successful in opposing 
tyranny and oppression. How long we may remain so, is 
only known to the Deity. All parties, even the Ministry 
itself, agrees that we must one gay become independent, 
and to become independent with¢ut a struggle for it, is ab- 
surd to imagine. We have: now gone through the first 
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year of the war, which muy forever put a period to the 
contention, When we seriously consider the foregoing chain 
of events, and our present happy union, it is impossible to 
imagine a conjuncture more favourable to the independence 
of this county. Less than Divine wisdom could searcely 
have fixed on a fitter occasion; and I may defy any person 
to point out one link of tho foregoing chain which can well 
be wanted at the time an independency is to tuke place. 
Any one who considers these things attentively, and reaol~ 
lects how many opportunities she has had of setting every 
thing right at no greater expense than hearkening to our 
prayers, and repealing a few obnoxious acts, must believe, 
that the designs of Providence in this affuir nie not uivial. 
God, it is generally acknowledged, sends no extraordinary 
messenger on an ordinary errand. We may, therefore, 
safely believe, that all this is not for the breaking up of a 
junto, or gratifying the ambition of a Prince. No, brethren, 
it cannot be so. You will say it isa judgment of God 
upon us for our sins, Be it so. It is like all his other 
judgments sent upon a people which has not yet been in- 
corrigible, Jt is a judgment in mercy, which will leave us 
infinitely better than it found us, if we remain not invinci- 
bly attached to a people from whom we receive little be- 
sides the contagion ol vice and folly, not to say slavery and 
oppression, 

The peace, happiness, und prosperity we once enjoyed 
in connection with her, is as small a proof of any sila 
tion we are under to seek a reconciliation, as an old friend- 
ship and corvespondence would be, that we ought to seek 
a cell in Bedlam with an ancient acquaintance. Ter own 
madness and folly have driven us fiom her, and God has 
mercifully secured our retieat. Tt would be rendering our- 
selves unworthy of [is futuie protection to throw ourselves 
back upon her. She is not now what she was in_ those 
happy days of former connection, nor can we reninin the 
happy people we then were, if we seek a reconciliation. 
Circumstances aro materially altered, 

Tt need not be asked, Are we able to support the mea+ 
sures which will secure independency? ‘The answet' js 
plain and easy. Though all the world may think we ara 
not, yet, God, it appears, thinks otherwise, suy, God 
thinks otherwise, because every part of his providential 
procecdings justifies the thought. We may then know 
What part wo ought to take. God docs the work, but not 
without instruments, and they who are employed are deno- 
minatod his servants; no king nor kingdont was ever de« 
stroyed by a miracle which effectually exoluded the ageney 
of'second causes. Even Herod, himself, was devoured by 
vermin. We may affect huniility in refusing to be mide 
the instruments of Divine vengeance, but the good servant 
will exeoute the will of his master, Samuef will slay 
Agag ; Moses, Aaron, and Hur will pray in the mountain; 
and Joshua will defeat the Canaanites. 

A Retieiovs Ponrricran. 


GENERAL LER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 
Tlond-Quai lors, Now-York, February 7, 1776, 4 
Sr: The Inte resolve of the Continental Congress, put 
ting every detachment of the Continental Army immédi- 
ately under the direction of the Piovincial Congress or 
Committee of Safety where such detachment were to act, 
and of course the uncertainty of my being admitted into: 
this city with the troops under my command, induced me 
fo send Colonel Ward’s Regiment to their respective 
homes, and thereby to save a very considerable immediate 
expense to your Colony, and ultimately to the whole Gnited 
Colonies, “Contrary to my expectations, we are not only 
admitted, but it is determined to take strong possession of 
the city as well as of its most important environs ; in short, 
to put the Province in such a situation as to render any ut- 
tempts of the enemy to establish themselves in it ineflee+ 
inal. For this purpose, some additional battalions are or 
dered to be levied in this Province. But from the gredt 
scataity of men, and greater of arms, I apprehend it will ba’ 
2 considerable time before they can be completed and 
equipped in such a manner as to form a corps 10 whom 
any great reliance can be placed ; the enemy may, per fas 
yery soon appear, and we ought immediately to be < 
to receive them. I could, therefore, sii, wislis that if Col- 
one! Ward's Regiment is not already disbanded, and your 
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Colony can spare them, that they may be immediately de- 
tached for this ples but if it is disbanded, that you would, 
if possible, send to this place a body of volunteers, equal 
in number to that regiment, completoly armed and nccou- 
tred. Iam sensible, sir, that it must be extremely toazing 
both to the men and officers, to be thus eternally countor-or- 
dered, marching and counter-marching, but I hope they will 
do me the justice to attribute it, not to any indecision or 
uncertainty of mind in me, but to several whimsical cireum- 
stances in our situation, which cannot, at present, be ex- 
plained to them. 

T am, sir, with the greatest respect, your Honour’s most 
obedient, and very humble servant, CiinuunLne: 


To His Honour Governour Zrumdull, 


P, 8, General Clinton arrived almost in the same instant 
with myself, Uo has brought uo men with him, at lenst 
that we can discover, and has given his word of honour that 
none are intended, Says that it is only a friendly visit to 
Mr. Zryon, But the fact is, (1 suppose,) he came only to 
reconnoitre whether the const was clear, and his fiends, 
the Tories, ready for his reception.” 

The gentlemen of the Committee of Safety of this city 
are with mo this moment; they ontreat you would, without 
delay, forward and complete those powder mills which aro 
now erecting, and as many othors as you can possibly sot on 
foot. I congratulato you on the arrival of sixty tons moro 
of saltpetre. Thirty tons of powder, and thirteen hundred 
small arms at Philadelphia, Such an important acquisi- 
tion will, 1 hope, onablo us to fico omy enomy on inoro 
equal terms, 


» GENERAL SOHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGNISS. 
[Read Fobruary 14, 1776.—Rofmred to Mr, Wythe, Mr. J, Adams, and 
Mr, Chawo,] 

Albany, Fetnuary 7, 1776, 

Si: Since my Inst to you, by Colonel Litzema, Ma- 
jor Ogden is arrived from Quebeck with the enclosed to 
Hee from Gonoral Amold, Uo also delivered me a letter 
rom Gonoral /Vooster, copy whereof, with copy of 4 re- 
turn of the military stores in Canada, I also encloso. 

B ati ettha- til 9,.youwill see how 
vastly deficient wo are in almost overy article, and how 
necessary it is that a supply should he seut. 1 have it not 
in my power to send any thing, for I have nothing. 

Mr. Trumbulls Deputy goes to Canada with what litte 
monoy there is in chost, { have desired him to take all 
tho money ho can got in Canada, and dhaw upon his prin- 
cipal hero; a considerable sum £ believe will be got in that 
way, as a number of morchanty are gone with vast quanti+ 
tios of Mest-Jndia goods. L have onconrayed them to bring 
blankets, and such things ng our amy may sland in need 
of, and that whatever might be wanted, would be pur 
chased of them, 

‘By Colonel Hazen, L sent Genoral Jooster a plan to 
officer the two regiments to be raised in Canada, nnd de 
sired that ho would send down recruiting oflicars. 

The Captains of the two Pennsylvania Companies have 
this momont informed mo that their men ave without mit- 
tans and rhogoasins. Of tho Inter, | have only been able 
to procure about one hundred and twenty pair; of tho for- 
me L have none, I shall try to supply thom somehow or 
other, L could wish that every Colony, in which troops 
are raised, fuppled the men with all those necessarivs, It 
caused along detention hore, and after all, they cannot bo 
oquippod as thay should be. 

Tho troops in Canada will be in grant want of shoos. 
Major Ogden informa mo that none are to be had there, 


aN Rw-Yor, Pebruay 1, L716 Tho town ia hn Uw groatunt confi. 
sion, Tho Congioas havo tocommended for to inhabltante tu move 
oul, ‘Tho Mo cury, manafawar, hus demanded Uiveo months’ provision, 
ie ts salieo Lord Stirling cane to town thie momnlng with Jere 

Tho Govornour dont for the Mayor, aud doairod him to asuro the 
publick, that Gonoral Clinton waa only come to pry him a vision ile 
way, und that tho troops should not Jaand Nore ; nuvurtholeaa, Hh war 
thought nacesyary fo Ikcop a strlet look ont, for foar thoy shuuld land 
b stirpriao 3 in coneoquonee of which, half of our attalton Kopt guard 
all night, the othor halt the noxt, and tho scaoni battalion aro doing 
the enna, Nothing hostile has yot commaenord, but God knows how 
Yoon it may, ‘Pho feo obliges the shipa to warp clase to tho wharf, ‘This 
say tho ico, in larga cakos, wore oliock from‘aide to aldo, and many 


“pooyle vpor 
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nor can I got any hero, I havo employed people to pur. 
chase what they cun gat. 

Be so good as to send up monoy, thot tha Connecéiens 
troops may be paid. ] havo been andor the necessity of 
allowing the puy from the plucos whore they were dig. 
cbaged until they got home, antl for their subsistence on 
tho way; if Lhad not done this, tho recruiting service 
would have gone on vory tardily. 

Phe accounts of moneys advanced to any of the rogi- 
ments for the Northern Ariy should be transmitted to the 
Doputy Payimastor-Genaral as soon as tho regiments march, 
otherwise the samo confusion will ke place that hag dis- 
tressed us so much last year. I shall tala tho tiberty to 
make this request to all the diferent Colonies, 

Fam, sir, with the most respectful soatiments, your most 
obedient, and very humble servant, 

Pint Senuyenn. 
Lo the Honourable John Llancoch, lsy., &ee. 
a 





SULPHEN MOYLAN TO MATEILEW LILOMN TON, 
Cumbsidgo, Fobruary 7, 1770. 


x 


Sm As you presided at the bonourablo Convention, 
when a complaing was mado againgt Colonel Jol Stare, 
by his Mxcellenoy’s command, | address mysell to you 
wpon that subject. A Court of Lnquiry bas boen held, in 
tho process of which Colonel Stare has seen that ho was 
very blameable, and sont an acknowledgoont of his fault in 
writing, Which I have thu honour to enclose you. His 
Lixcelloney wishes that this may prove satisfelory to tho 
members of your honourable Congress, as tho Golonal ise 
good officer, who understands and doos his dity; bue it 
you, wad the gentlemen who havo been ill veated upon 
this vecasion, insist (hat he should bo nought to a trial by 
Cout-Murtial, his Exeolleney will, on receipt of your an 
swer to this, order one to wy this afluir; though, as I before 
mentioned, it would give bis Lixcalloncy grout satisfaction 
that it was mado up in an amicable manner, 

L have the honour to be, sir, your most obediont servant, 

Srapmun Movnan, 2. 7S 


‘Vo tho Hon, Matthew Chornton, Msy,, Prosidont, &o. 


Capy of the Paper, referred to tn the above Letter, sent 
. by Colonel Svank. 

Whereas, on thy 80th day of December last, somo pers 
sous belonging to my Regiment, without orders or warrant 
from mo, for so doing, procooded under arms from their 
barracks an Minter LGU, to tha lodying of Samuel Hobart, 
Ksqy at Medford, and there assaulted and tool bln 
soner, tad brought hind to my enenmpment at Minders Lill, 
and L being ut that tine much porplaxed with business, 
and vot Knowing the inany aggravated ciremnastanges nt 
tending suid assaults, and uot considering at (hat timo tho 
dangerous londancy of such an insult offered to him, while 
in the execution of his office, as Paymaster of the troaps 
from the Colony of New-Tlampshire, noglectod to confine 
and punish those offenders, but being helore waavied with 
thoir complaints for want of pay, and much perploxed with 
other business, hastily, and inconsiderately, threw out somo 
warm and illiberal reflections upon some of the membors 
of the Congross, in that Colony, for which Tam sincerely 
sorry, and heartily ask their forgiveness, and beg leave to 
assure them that those reflections proceeded only from heat 
and passion, and not from any settled design’ to slander or 


defame them. Joun Suan 


MARYLAND COUNCIL OF BARLTY TO DELLGATES IN CON« 
Wess. 


(No 9.) Annapolis, Vobrnary 8, 1770, 
Guerrement Immediately on tho receipt of Mr. Alec 
anders, of the 80th Aamary, with tho regolution of the 
Congross, we appointed gontlemen in each County of this 
Provinay, to eolibak all the gold and silver they could in 
their several Counties, the anouut of whieh you shall be 

aequainted with as soon as we are informed of it by them. 
Vo have, also, reccived a latter from Mossrs. Uae and 
Alexander, of the 2d ofthis month, and ave sorry to find, 
we are likely to bo disapointed in our prospect of getting 
cannon from New-York or Philadelphia, os they ave now 
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immediately wanted for carrying into execution the resola- 
tion of the Convention for fortifying the city of Annapolis 
and Baltimore Town; and as we are not certain whether 
Mr. Hughes (though he has already begun casting the 
nine-pounders with some success) may be able to comply 
with his contract for the heavy cannon with the Conven- 
tion in time, those purchased by Mr. Paca we intended 
for the ship Defence, which is getting ready with all pos- 
sible expedition. 

We are obliged to you for the attention you have given 
to our request, and the resolution of the Convention, rela- 
tive to the plates and paper for the new emission of paper 
eurrency, and should most readily conform to your advices, 
and agree to the striking the money at Philadelphia, by 
the persons you mention, but we think ourselves, in that 
particular, tied up by the resolve of the Convention, which 
requires that “the bis be printed and struck under the 
direction of two freemen of this Province, to be appointed 
as superwigors, by the Council of Safety, who ave to receive 
twenty shillings per day ;” and it would be difficult to get 
two that would attend at Philadelphia during the time of 
printing. 

We have been long in expectation of receiving the pow- 
der from Messrs. /Vélling and Morris, which they engaged 
to supply us with, and for which the money was lodged in 
their hands, but have not, as yet, been favoured by them 
with any thing on that head. We need not acquaint 
you that it is an article we stand much in need of, and 
that the Convention, to relieve our present necessity, had 
agread to take five tons of that mado at Philadelphia from 
the saltpetre lately imported, in part of what wo were to 
have had from those gentlemen, We shill bo obliged if 
you will know of them when we may expect the five tons, 
and what prospect they have of procuring the rest contract- 
ed for by them, and favour us with their answer, 

While the Convention was sitting, Mr. Samuel Purvi- 
ance sent down two depositions, to the purpose of what you 
miention-in_your last. The subject was considered by the 
Convention, and~it--was_resolved that no further native 
should be taken of the affuir,and.thatthe proceeding 
should be kept secret, Wo ‘suppose the two: depositions 
sent you by Me, Purviance ave in substance the same, ant 
we cannot but think it oxtraordinary that he should pre- 
sume to trouble you with a matter that had heen agitated 
and settled in Convention. If it be not too thuch trouble, 
we Fequest you will send us copies of them, and a copy 
of ils letter enclosing them to you. We are, &c., 


To the Deputies of Maryland, in Congress, 


MARYLAND COUNCIL’ OF SAFETY TO VIRGINIA COMMITTEE 
OF SAFETY. 
{No. 10] Annapolis, February 8, 1776, 

Genriusen: We ave much obliged by your favour of 
the 27th ultimo, and shall most cheerfully co-operate with 
you in every measure that may contribute to our mutual 
defence against the invaders of our reciprocal rights, that 
may be in our power; and shall also be happy in keeping 
up aconstant, intimate correspondence, which our common 
ciitise at this time renders necessary, 

Our inexperience in naval preparations prevents us, at 
present, from either approving or disapproving your plan 
of vow-galleys for the protection of Potomack River. Wo 
have a ship, which we call The Defence, that mounts 
twenty-two six-pounders, besides swivels, and will be ready 
to progeed to her station by the Ist of March. She will 


cruise in the Bay, and, as occasion may require, proceed «batted by any contrary arguments, 


up Potomack ; and the Captain shall have orders to con- 
tribute every thing in his power to the common defence, 
on all occasions. The powder necessary for this ship, and 
for fortifications which we are building, will diminish our 
stock ‘so much as to prevent us from attempting an increase 
of our marine, till we receive a supply of that necessary 
article, more than sufficient for our troops and Militia, on 
whom we chiefly rely for protection; and when this hap- 
pens we shall advise you of it. 

We have adventured very extensively to procure arms 
and ammunition, but are fearful, from the advices that we 
have lately received, our endeavouy will not be attended 
with the success we wished, and hte reuson to hope for, 

We are, &c. : 
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Committoo.Chambor, Now-York, Pobrunry 8, 1776, 


To the Inhabitants of the neighbouring Counties and Co- 
lontes: 

In the course of Divine Providence, (to whose righteous 
dispensations it becomes us at all times to submit,) this 
city is now become a scene of confusion and distress, ac- 
casioned by an apprehension that unmerited hostilities will 
shortly be commenced by the ships-of-war lying in this 
harbour. Under the influence of this belief, many of our 
poor are abandoning their habitations, and fying for pro- 
tection into the arms of their brethren in the neighbouring 
Counties and Provinces, This Committee, therefore, ear- 
nestly entreat all those among whom such poor may come, 
to exercise great kindness und lenity towards them, by 
furnishing them with hubitations, and other necessaries of 
life for their present subsistence, on the easiest terms, and 
accommodating them in any other way which their duty 
to the poor, as Christians, may direct. 

By order of the Committee: 

Henry Remsen, Chairman. 





COLONEL WAYNE TO JON NORTON, 
Philadelphia, February 8, 1776, 

Sin: When J intimated to Congress that quarters could 
be had for one battalion in the vicinity of Chester, my idea 
was that empty houses, stores, &e., might be procured by 
way of barracks for the troops; and as 1 understand tha 
Congress have resolved that we shall be stationed until fare 
thor orders, 1 must request that you would appoint somo 
proper person, or persons, for that purpose, as well as for 
providing provisions, firing, &c. 
*: Several of the companies are to rendezvous at Chester 
to-morrow, and tha whole in tho courso of threa or four 
days, Pray let something bo immediately done in tho 
premises; otherwise wo shall be in the utmost confusion. 

Intern, I am, sir, your most obedient, humblo servant, 

Awrnony Waynx, 

To John Morton, Esq. ' 

P.S. [ have summoned the Committce of Chester 
County to meet on Monday next. If the Congress should 
be of ‘opinion that we should apply to the inhabitants for 
blankets, i the manner that tho Committee of the city ange" 
Liberties have doita;-this affords a favourable opporttinity 
for the purpose. Terk nese 

A resolve of Congress, requiring the sovaral Committees 
of Inspection to assist in eure deserters, will be of 
the utmost utility, as tlie Tories will conceal, them, 


MAJOR CONNOLLY [0 PRESIDENT HANCOCK, 
Philadelphia, Fobruury 8, 1776, 

Gexreemen: I havo for some time past been indulged 
with the privilege of walking in the jail, for the bonefit of 
the air, and flattered myself that such enlargement would 
tend to facilitato my recovery ; but, unhappily, find myself 
disappointed. My infirm state of health, and presont con- 
dition, cannot fail to touch the humanity of every feeling 
individual; and, in whatever light I may appear as on 
enemy, yot my distress as a prisoner, aggravated by the: 
cruel addition of pining sickness, must command the atten» 
tion of every generous heart. 

My difference in political opinion, and the causes insti- 
gating mo to action, however criminal they may appear, 
T can, with the integrity of a man of honour, assert, arose 
from a sense of duty and gratitude too powerful to be cdm- 


T have now languished near four montlis in close coh- 
finement, and my physician has even given-over his Visits, 
as ineffectual towards my recovery, without exercisa in the 
open air, J shall not presume to dictate to you, gentle- 
men, but canhot avoid intimating that my treatment ap- 
pears particularly severe, Consciqus of unblemished ho- 
nour, where the security of my person is demanded, my 
sensibility is deeply wounded to find you prefer the strength 
of a jail to effect that purpose. Political reasons: may Hg, i 
this severity ; but permit me to assure you that, whatever- 
may be your determination with regard to me hereafter, I 
shall be equally ready to obey your summons, if*enlarged” —- 
upon parole, as immured within theso walls. . 1 

If you will be good enough to allow me to attend m, 
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brother into the country, for the benefit of heatth, and pre under an abstinate naryous disordar, for which there ix no 
scribe such bounds ag you may judge proper, my honour remedy equal to fresh air and gentle exeroiso. Ag a cili- 
shall inviolably determme mo to pursuo your direetions. zen of mented, 1 viuw his conduet with hover, and oun 
Tfowover different wo are in sentiments, thore romaing no foresea many dinyrerous consequences upon bis enlarge. 
doubt of tho sincority of his polition! professions; nnd, ment upon bis paroly, but, asa pliveiaiaay tehoutdl bo want. 
therefore, in the hands of auch a person, who will became ing in my duty, if L did not declare that some itigation of 
yesponsible for my appearanee, whenever demanded, my — his sentence is nbsulutely necessary for the recovery of hig 
porson will be perfectly nt your disposnl. health; this, L betieve, any bo efleotod by granting hin the 

Whether J am to be admitted to the chance of recover-lihurty of walking for an hour or iyo every day through 
ing my health, or sentenced to diag on a miserable existence the prison entry or yard. 


Know) for a few weeks longer, is what f flutter myself ou inay yead the above declaration, if it should be no- 
you will be kind enough speedily 10 determine upon, cessnry, in tho Congress, 
7 Lam, gentlemen, respectfully, your most obedient, hum- Lam, dear sir, yours, most aflectionataly, 

le servant, " Boragamin Rug 

. {Sar Conndbly. To Colonel Filson, or, in his abseneo, to Mr. 2. f 
To the Honourable President of Congress. Consiass ve ees + #enn, 0 
gross, 
‘ aia . 

Monday, 9th. 1 visited Major Connolly yeetiay and : . ¢ 
found him still so much disordered, that L tear nothing SAMUEL AVERY TO NUW-YORK GONGIH AR, 
Will oftectually cure him, but such oxeicise aa cannot easily Nowe York, KebranGB, 1776, 


bo hod within the enclosure of the jail. Riding on horsé- , Genrnramn: "Che dispute between the mother country | 
back, I believe, is tho only romedy that will remove the (or rather, the Ministry,) and thesy devoted Colonies, has 
cause of his disordes, which is accusioned entirely by a arisen to such a height of desporation, that Leanceive every 

* Yelaxation of his nerves, person is loudly called upon to stand forth and exert then 


= W. Ruau. selves in tha defenco of their country, and tha general 


; ats cause of mankind, 
Connolly's Application to Congress, 1776, And, baving understood that there aro four battalions to 
Genqtmren: ‘Chie low stato of my health, added to tho be humodintly raised in this Piovines, to act ns occasion 
most rigorous confinement, urges mo to write to the Gom-  2y requiro, Jor tho qonaral snfuly and prosoryation of tho 
mittee of Safety, requesting an onlargoment, on such ho- Vetted Colonies, and being desirous to join with my fiends, 
nourabjo terms as they might conclude adequate to my — biethren, and fellow-country men, in the dafenae of tho lis 
circumstances, herties and privilogos of this oneo huppy land, on whieh I 
A. prejudico, univorsal as it is groundless, sooms to havo Coneeive mach depends—tho tute ae our auco bonsted 
rendered mo particularly odious to my countrymen; cone Constitution and the uglish empire; therefore, when an 
ceiving that Twas to have boen the baso instramont of @ngemont of ofticers for the aloranail battalions shall be 
instigating tho Savages to dosolate the frontiers, to sacrifice Made by your honourable House, | should be glad to bo 
tho defenceless women and children, aud to intioduco the appointed a Lioutenant-Colonel of one of those battalions, 
uimost sceno of calamity and distiess, appeurs to render if you shall judgo me a fit person for tho oflice, _Vayssteys~ 


iny situation peculiarly severe. But, when T assure you bo-nssmed Ido not want zeal ty the asses ‘oloni 
3} : i aso Of the Colonics, 
that a dosign 80 inhuman never cutored my breast, and that ond I Anitor wysalf {lo nots : seit but for courage, 
no onrthly considoration could over induce me to promote so Which is n, vex : a ae i ‘yromigg, hut am 
rato peril and inglorioug 0 procoading, I (intter mygnlf Pie Mon. Mey matorial matter, canmot | 40, 
5 shall gain your credit. ; tr 
. . ‘ q eritling, lO Ye : ‘ : . 08 
“t/ha same time that justice to mygot@+ OM a sas Lam, gentlemen, with tho grentest vospout, your most 
astly detontcatarntion opm, inten ticle, and ‘die ‘ ead very humble servant, 
acossnry I ts that dang things fo rie calls upon moto CUCmen BN Samunt Avneye 
“anower to sand an ping, Jor 19" } hae 1 . WY rO* 
ako this aldaas.s a aid Dib Ho the Honouable the Provincin! Congress for the By 
mi i rust reposed in me, } s F . York 
in discharge of the Wust repon ont with vinee of New- kort. 
paren grey oxerted every ability consistent, with a 
‘ " vali slic 
most a ho Inv of arms, ho peculinly delicn aes ott APHOLNEMENT 
ene “ive I “ 4 at tho commencement of this une RECOMMENDATION FC Now-York, Cobrnary 8, 1770 
vound on which T stood ventions Lowed to his Kxcel- aw. York, Pobroary 8) 17M 
: waft 3 L owed Lo bis : Sip pas 
happy dispute, tho infinite OO ee atotion: UF noting ‘a, John Wiley, doin Pan Winkle, John Seaford, 
tency Tord! Dinmmore, and, ati areal Ton eH it si ut iat the Seceand Lndependent Battalion, 
ice ‘ rnin Aol, 1 GNM iret, niLol the Hee anant : 
. : q detarmingd my conc and James 14 ) , Une Cowtinental aot 
with becoming propricly, VOW nr amantion and uncon hay ave dasioud to cuter Uae ( 
magi your adtuea on ‘ represent Chal hay ae h : ; 
fe ieeeaie ould amet path aman whose welons ioe, movil iy mo appointed tu ono GoMpany, whieh 
‘finod idens would o i a sonso of hoe fe tid. ; 
*ofighnated from tho wanna grat on wal : hip su Taentunait, the ath BA hoe br in 
ith i i Mean ili ilivies 
mn i . ae digcas Crad: military Gbniiesy 
* Bequasterol from tho world, and bona aoe ale ee Lee te stations Dla. Ber 7 a caeaain fail 
By re 1 to alleviate my aish'ess, 9 vent for the cunsa 9 sutyy AL ae ste 
ity of body, i ontreat you lestiuetive lo” suming candied, ity juedifies our Lecouimnel 
7 ig sevoro confinement, so destue pradent and bacuuing ¢¢ ’ : aranoul 
enlargement from this sevoro contin ‘ail mo to. pur h tha above request; anid we md 
hall inevitably bind ny pur r them according be ‘ nie 
Hier Rode ane think noceerary to diveet, until ois vhat, if the Congress think proper tu eniploy then, 
this Salpmiions contest subsides, or until | may be ex- they wil rendes ample sntislietion, 


f Laven, Colonel, 
F mutual consent, Witttamt saree 
ama eae your most obedient, humble servant, Cinusroriusn 2anensn, Lit EG 
am, ger ’ Joun Connoniy. Wiratat Marcos, Major, se I wtta to 
ce Isase Srouvennpnan, 2d Alajor, ud Balt. 
7 ) : 
Cameron's Application to Congress. . Gronutr ye ook 
Phiadolphia Tuil, obrum y 7, 1776, donaviaNn JVAKE, Lientountt. 


digs ' 
q ; dad to acquaint the gendemen Joun Brat, <a 
ea ee ta i one hiluly” brought before the "Py tho Hana the Provineial Cony 
Committeo, who relurred hin to the Congress for bisa mmny eoucerns 
parole; in tho hope that the gentlemen of the Congress wi ae 
bain ho acted! from principle, and grunt Tiny, tha, sine Po VILE MEM OF IEE STEED NTATER, 716, 
enlargement they have given athois of Lis Majesty jor Soild Henny My 
cers, and on guch honourable terms, ho will engage to be My Duan Cousrayaea: When L addions angself 1 60 
equally bound. = deserving w part af the conumanity ai 1 anes 
hang Pony wh ha gen Ey ie deen. TOs 
isi y i y order ‘ o delhnd, at ever pul, ¥ 
Braces LA st te at nt ae consider that many of you have exohanged com 
the, Goxmittes of Safety, 


ass, or whont it 
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fortable livings and very valuable enjoyments of domestick 
life, for the hardships of a Winter’s campaign, that your 
brethren at home might dwell safely, and have none to 
make thom afraid. 1 feel towards you the most grateful 
sentiments ; and I should think myself happy if one, whose 
purse can do but little to reward you, might contribute in 
some other way to your encouragement. 

Give me leava, in the first place, to congratulate you on 
the dignity of the cause in which you are acting. Between 
you and those you contend with, there is, in this respect, 
an infinite difference, Unhappy troops of Britain! In 
better days they were a protection (o the oppressed ; they 
were employed with honour in resisting the attempts of 
lawless ambition. The world saw and acknowledged their 
superior merit, and faithful history recorded their glorious 
deeds, But modern councils, that have tained all things 
out of course, have found other employment for a British 
soldiery; apd who tloes not pity their disgraceful destina~ 
tion? “T’o be the supporters of as unprovolced and as arbi- 
trary @Bystem of domination as has been heard of in any 
country; to be the executioners of the unmanly rage of a 
most abandoned Administration ; to plunder the property, 
burn‘ and destroy the dwellings, and attempt the ruin of as 
deserving a set of Colonists as any nation ever was con~ 
cerned with; and who, God Itnows, would have been as 
peaceable, had they been well treated. 

You, my countrymen, have taken a part that is worthy 
of you, and which Ieaven itself must approve. If ever 
men had just cause for taking up arms, you have. ‘The 
unjust claims of Britain; the unlimited submission do- 
manded of the Colonists, which would have left them 
nothing they could call their own; the intemperate and 
merciless rogulations made to bring you to submission; the 
inefficacy of peaceable mensuros taken on our part; the 
long patience of the Colonists when insulted by little hand- 
fuls of British troops, stationed among them; and the ad~ 
vantage which has been basely taken of that patience, (of 
which the strong garrison at Boston, and the sufferings of 
its worthy inhabitants, are a standing monument.) In fine, 
the haughty contempt with which the united and respect- 
ful petitions of so many respectable States, asking for peace, 
liberty, and safety, have been treated ; and the unrelent- 
ing rage with which the sword of Britain, already bathed 
in the blood of our countrymen, is still brandished; leav- 
ing us no alternative between the most alfject submission, 
and a resolute resistancg, These things being all before 
you, you could not but judyo, that duty to God and to all 
posterity ought to determine us for resistance at all events ; 
and a review of the just and important reasons for such re- 
sistance must give you an inward satisfaction in the part 
you ave acting which your enemies cannot have, and such 
courage, one would think, as a bad cause never did and 
never can inspire. 

This infinite difference between your cause and that of 
your enemies, in tho grand point, infors most interesting 
consequences, which I could wish every American Soldier 
to be often refreshing his mind with; it would alleviate 
every hardship; it would strengthen you when you are 
weary, and give vigour to all your exortions, One is, that 
while on their side the condition of the highest officer is 
disgraceful, and the more, if he is a yolunteor in the ser- 
vice ; on your part, the station of a private soldier is a post 
of honour; the more so, by how much more freely he has 
offered himself; more still, if he has many a hardship to un- 
dergo, and is often destined to the post of danger. For my 
own part, when I consider the super-eminent dignity of this 
enuse, { almost envy the very least of you his honourable 
station, and those glorious hardships and perils in which 
the duty of a different department forbids me to take part 
with you; and doubt not the day will come when many a 
gentleman will think himself unhuppy that he was not with 
you, and many a rising youth shall toll, with conscious 
pride, that his futher was in tho Continental Army. 

Jn this cause every brave man may appoar with advan- 
tage; which is another mighty difference in your favour. 
Those who act in a bad cause, either do it wilfully or ig- 
norantly, or else they act by constraint against the sense of 
their own minds, {n the first case they must be actuated 
by base passions, which will naturally carry them into a 
disgraceful conduct. In the second, they must be under 
the power of prejudices which contract the soul, and render 
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them incapable of appearing like men. a the last cnso, 
whatever they are, they must have foolish and dastardly 
feelings, and those who cannot pity, will laugh at them, 
The cause you are engaged in gives full room for the 
display of the best human qualities, and naturally awakens 
them into exercise, It inspires a dignity of sentiment, @ 
genorous zeal for the rights of mankind, a noble ardour of 
compassion for the oppressed, and indignation against ty- 
anny. Hence will proceed the best of courage, self-de- 
nial, patience, perseverance, indifference to rank, and high 
pay, and all the vitues that adorn the character of a sol- 
dier, One of the best wishes 1 can form in your favour is, 
that you may be inspired with sentiments that are answer- 
able to so great and good aservice, But what is more than 
all, in this cause you may, with a clear conscience, look to 
Tleaven to protect and piosper you. Reduced, as this 
country is, to the havd necessity of cithar tuking up arms, 
or of surrendering life, liberty, and every valuablo privilege 
into arbitrary hands, the resistance we are now making is 
not only justifiablo, but must be considered as an indispen- 
sable duty, to which Heaven itself calls us, It is, there- 
fore, no enthusiasm to hope, that Heaven will be pleased 
to favour it; wherens, on the other side, it would be even 
impious to ask the Divine aid. Think of this, and pity 
your enemies: nor let the dread of them disturb you, 
though you should be called to attack them in the strongest 
of their holds. Nor envy thom their boasted skill, nor all 
their apparatus for the war; it is all they havo to depend on. 
But the young warrior, who could say to his honstful foe, 
“ Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spoar, and 
with a shield ; but I came to thee in the name of the Lord 
of hosts, the God of the armies of Jsrac?,” 1 Sam. xvii, 
45; he, doubtless, had the advantage, though his farniture 
for the combat was not so showy ; and this advantage, ye 
dear Americans—if ye will but avai) yourselves of it—this 
advantage is yours, x. 


GENERAL WASIINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULI« * 

Cambridgo, Fobruary 8, 1778, 
Sm: [last night received intelligence of the arrival of 
some powder in your Colony, by the sloop Maccaroni, and 
the report is that sho brought arms too. As my last letters 
from Philadelphia do not promise me an immediate supply 
of these necessaries, and as the exigency of this Army at 
this particular crisis calls for much more than what we 
have, I bog the favour of you to interest yourself that 
they may be sent to this camp as expeditionsly as possible. 
Ifthe belong to the Colony, I will take them onthe Con- 
tinent’s account, and pay for them, or replace the powder 
if that shall be thought more advisable, as soon as I*haye 
an opportunity of doing it, which b hope will not be long. 
If to private gentlemen, I shall be much obliged by your 
friendly exertions, that [ may have it, I should not huve 
made this application did not the state of our affairs at this 
time require all that can be collected, Not doubting of your 
best endeavours that my requisition may be compliod with, 

Tam, sir, with much esteem, &c,, 
Groner Wasuinaron. 


To the Honourable Governour Trumbull. ; 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 
Cambridgo, February 8, 1776, 

Sin: I received your favours of the 2d and 5th instant, 
and agreeable to yonr request have ordered payment of the 
balance of the expenses attending the journey of the two 
French gentlemen to Philadelphia, to be made William 
Bacon, post-rider, for your use, which T hope will come 
sale to hand. : 

I am happy to hear of your having received twelve thou- 
sand five hundred dollars fram Congress for the woops going 
upon the Canada expedition, and heartily wish that no 
other dificulties may occur to impede their march, and 
pravent their giving eaily and timely succour to our friends 
there, which they certainly stand in great need of.» ' 

As to replucing the money advaneed by your Colony to 
the regiments which served the last campaiga, it is not In 
my power, It is what I did not expect, antl, therefore, 
have made no provision for it, I should bavé paid them 
in the same manner I did others, bad J hor-beca prevent- 
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ed by the Colonels, who expressed their inclination to ren 
ceiva tho whole at one time, after the expiration of the 
seivice, and on their return home, ‘This being the ease, I 
always imagined that the sam advaneed by you would be 
taken in, when Congress came to form a goneral account 
against tho Colonies, and bo applied ta your eradit, which 
J presuma thoy will shortly do, as I have wrote to them, 
and pointed out the necessity of having all the accounts, 
respecting this Army, adjusted and liquidated at proper pe- 
riods. IIad 1 conceived that this application for repayment 
would have been made to me, | should certainly have 
ineluded the sum advanced by you in my estimates, and 
taken cara to have had 0 sufliciency of money to discharge 
it; but as I did not, Lam unprovided, and have not moe 
than will answor the claims [ was apprized of antecedent 
to the last day of December, hey no Iago and uume- 
rous, and in a faw days will drain our ‘Lrensury of every 
shilling now in it, Loam excoedingly sorry thut matters 
should bo so cireumstanced ag to give you the least disap- 
pointment or trouble, but J doubt not Congress, upon your 
application, will rofund what you have advanced, or settle 
in such a way as shall bo porlectly agreeable to you. 

L shall take care to have tho three battalions of Militia 
paid, which aro coming here for the defance of our lines, in 
the sama manner that the rest are, when the tine of their 
ongagoment expires. They certainly might have come 
thus fir without the advance you have beon obliged to 
give. 

Having lately oxamined into the state of our powder, 
and finding tho deficioney to be much groator than what L 
hod any idea of, and beating that the Militia from your 
Colony, and [ fear fiom tho athers too, are coming without 
any, or with but vory title, 1 cannot but confess my 
angiety and concern to bo very great. 1, therefore, again 
repeat the request [ made this morning, and beg and on- 
treat your most strenuous and friendly exertions to procure 
what we are told is imported, ov such part as yon possibly 
can, and send it to me with the utmost expedition. I] am 
already much alarmed on account of the seareity, and tho 
Militia coming in without a proper supply, fills mo with ap- 
prehensions of the most disagreeable nature, 'This I would 
mention in confidence, as it might give great uncasinoss if 





wo Has gonerally known, And trusting that nothing in your 


pawwrar willbe wanting to relieve us at this alarming and 
wa 
Important o1sis; 


To Governour Trumbull, 


Gnroran Wasmneron, 


JAMES SULLIVAN TO THR COUNGIL OF MASSACHSRTTS, 
Biddeford, Folnuary 8, 17768, 

Sin: Tho resolve of Court for reinforcing General FFash- 
tngtows Avmy with four thousand thee hundred and se- 
venty-cight men, was sent ma on the 29th ultimo, aecom- 
paniod by a letter from Colonel Sayer, Chairman of tho 
Committee of tho County of Yorz, wherein he gave ma 
notiea tliat he and Major Goodwin liad ordered that £ 
should assist in raising and forming those in tho towns of 
Biddeford, Buston, Arundel, and Pepperiborough, 1 
then thought, as so many were already gone in the service, 
and as threo of these towns wore on tho sen-shore, the 
raising thom would bo impracticable. Lowover, [ have 
accomplished it, and, after giving Colonel Sayer notice, to 
the intent that Wells might join us, this daylealled tho men 
together to choose their officers, and march to Head-Quar- 
ters ; and while waiting for Wells, the people have received 
advice from Colonel Sayer, that he and Major Goodwin 
hod agreed that the four towns before mentioned should 
join with Yor%, and make up a company, and that [Vells 
should havo one of their own—haye four officers and nine- 
ty mon instead of Ae while five towns in the County 
should be but equal to Mells in priviloges in this matter, Our 
people ai remote from, and being unacquainted with 
York, and humbly conesiving, notwithstanding the wise 
detarmination of the Committee for that County, that dour 
towns might presume to hopa for privileges oqual to the 
town of fells, filled up the company, exeanting a few: 
who will bo inlisted to-morrow, and habe chosen for their 
Captain, John Elder, who has been at the head of the 
Militia in Buevton soven years, Amos Towns, of Arundel, 
and Samuel Scammon, of Pepperelborough, for their Lieu- 
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tenants, and Jeremy Cale, of Biddeford, for their Ensign, 
and they to-morrow lend off a company of brave men, 
with good fire-arms. ‘These officers avo men of repute 
and estate, and go in reliance of being commissionated by 
the honourable Board. 

Your huinblu servant, Janns Sonnivan, 
Vo Perez Morton, sq., Deputy-Secrotary. —Lo bo com- 

ninieated to the honourabla Board. 


NUW-HAMPSIURE COMMITTED OF 8AYETY TO PRESIDENT 
MANCOCK, 
{Rend Morel 4, 1770.) 
exator, February 8, 1776, 

Sm: Before the reception of your letiers of the 12th 
and 20th of January, an necount of the unfortunate affaiy 
at Quedbeck came to hand, with a requisition from his Wx. 
ee)luncy General FPashington, lor this Coloity to risa a 
reginent for that service, which was imuuediately atended 
to, the Vield-Onticers appointed, and ordeys for inlisting 
tho men given out As 80 great a proportion of the men in 
the caste, and the middle part of the Colony, were en 
gaged at the grand Army, and to guard our soi-coast, it 
was judged best to endeavour the raising this on the west. 
ein frontiers, and covery thing that was thought expedient 
had been dono to forward the purpose. 

We hear some companies havo marched, and expect tho 
wholo batalion, consisting of tho number desired, will fol. 
low them ina few days, Before our design of raising this 
roziment was known in tho western party, upwards of one 
hundred wen (rom this Colony had inisted under ofticets 
appointed by Colonel Marner, of the Green Mountain 
Boys, and marched, and are, wo suppose, before this time 
at Quebsek. 

By order of tho Committeo. 
T have the honour to he, sir, your most humble servant, 
Mususcn Weans, Chairman. 


To the Honourable John Llancock, Wsq. 


Colony of Nuw-amvsiine to the Honourable Congress 
of the Usienn Cononius of Nowe Anmrtoas 


The Council and Assembly of said Colony of Nuw-Hamr- 
» sine, Aunbly shew: 


That, by reason of the vicinity of tha part of Boston 
(the genoral rendezvous of our PE a Colony, 
and their mon-ofwar often hovering arouud der harbour, 
havo been, ever since the destruction of Lalmouth, kept in 
continual alarms, which hath oecasioned a prodigious ex- 
pense in erecting fortifications, and keeping a large body of 
men in pay to guard our sen-coast and Metropolis, (some 
part of the timo upwards of fourteen Inndrod 3) being sea. 
sible our enemies have a particular view in gotting posses 
sion of our harbour, ag it is very commodions for their 
shipping, and, if onea in their possession, will prove of the 
greatest consequence to them in annoying the Enstern 
country; and this Colony evar depondant on tho amore 
Southern ones for a considerable part of their bread, and 
in shipping of lamber to raise monoy to pay therefor, are 
now very much distressed: Wherefoio, as you have been 
pleased to order several battalions to defend aur sister Ca- 
lonies, wo humbly pray you would direct so many men to 
be raised for our defence as you, in your wisdoyn, shall seo 
fit. And we shall ever pray, &e. 

By order of the Council and Assembly: 

. Musnnon Wraun, President of the Council. 

Exeter, Fobrunry 8, 1776. 


i aes 


SAILING OF PIE FINS AMERICAN FLEET. 
Nowborn, Noth.Caralina, sobrunry 0, 1776, 

By a gentloman from Philadelphia, wa havo reecived 
tho pleasing account of tho actual sailing from that placo 
of tho first clmerican (leat that ever swelled their sails on 
the Hestern Ocean, in defence of the rights and liberties 
of the people of theso Colonies, now suflering under tho 
persceuting rod of tho British Ministry, and their more 
than bratish tyrants in Amgrica. ‘This fleet consists of five 
sail, fitted out from Philadelphia, which are to be joined 
at lhe Capes of Virginia by two ships more from Mary- 
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land, and is commanded by Admiral Hopkins, a most 
experienced and venerable sea-captain. ‘The Admiral’s 
ship is called the Columbus, alter Christopher Columbus, 
the renowned discoverer of this Western world, and mounts 
thirty-six guns, twelve and nine-pounders, on two decks, 
forty swivels, and five hundred men. ‘The sccond ship is 
called the Cabot, after Sebastian Cabot, who completed 
the discoveries of America inade hy Columbus, and mounts 
thirty-two guns. The others ale smaller vessels, from 
twenty-four to fourteen guns. They sailed fiom PAéla- 
delphia amidst the acclamations of many thousands assem- 
bled on the joyful occasion, under the display of a Union 
Flag, with thirteen stripes in the fivld, enblematical of the 
Thirteen United Colonies; bat, unhappily for us, the ice 
in the river Delaware, as yet, obstructs the passage down, 
but the time will now scon arrive when this feet must 
come to action, ‘Their destination is a secret, but gene- 
rally supposed to be against the Ministerial Governouis, 
those Kyle petty tyrants that have lately spread fire and 
sword throughout these Southern Colonies, For the happy 
success of this litle flect, three millions of people offer 
their most earnest supplications to Heaven. 





GENERAL LEE 'rO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 
Now-York, Fubruary 9, 1776, 


Sm: A transport is this instant arrived in this harbour 
with troops, although it is said that General Clinton gave 
his honour that not a soldior was destined for this placa. 
As we have, sir, a great deal to do, many works to throw 
up, Long-Island to securo, and a considerable deal of duty 
necessary for the safety of the city, and as the four bat- 
talions ordered to be raisedin this Province cannot possibly 
be prepared for any sort of service in a very short apace of 
time, it is requisite to provido ourselves with an adequate 
force immediately, It is true, the Committee of Safety 
(whose zeal and alacrity seem most fervent) hayo ordered 
three regiments of Minute-Men jnto the city ; but I ap- 
prebend even this addition will not enable us to accomplish 
the measures resolved upon. If, sir, a battalion of tho 
Philadelphia Associators, or a detachment from the several 
battalions, amounting to the number of a complete bat- 
talion, could be spared us, they would not only be of infi- 
nite use to us, but of considerable to themselves, as it will 
afford them an opportunity of instructing themselves in the 
construction of field-wonks, and tho method of fortifying 


* and jntrenohing camps. I confess I am the more solicitous 


of being immediately put into force, as 1 am oxtremely ap- 
prehensive that a very large body of the Ministerialists 
will bo here ina very few days, either from Boston or from 
England. 1 think, sir, likewise, as prebably the number 
of troops will be increasing here overy duy, the Congress 
would do well, without loss of time, to establish an Hospital 
in this Colony. 

Tam, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient 
servant, Cuanues Len. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the 

Continontal Congress, 





LORD STIRLING TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAYDTY. 

Broad-Stroat, Now-York, Fobruary 9, 1776. 
Sin: As T doubt not it will afford some satisfaction to 
the Committee of Safety of New-York to be informed 
what sleps are taken for regulating the trade of New-der- 
sey, I now enclose you a letter I last night received from 
the President of the Congress of that Province, with tle 
resolves therein mentioned, which you will be pleased to 

communicate to them, 7 

I have the honour to be, sir, your most humble servant, 

Sriauina. 


To the President of the Committee of Safety, New-York, 


In Proyinolal Congross, New-Jorscy, 
Fobruary 5, 1776. i 

My Lonp: 'This Congress have before them your Lord- 
ship’s several letters, relative to vessels exporting produce 
and lumber from this Colony, and have come to the en- 
closed resolutions thereon, whichfare designed to be imme- 
diately published. 

The Congress and Committee of Safety of this Province 


have liconsed several vessels to carry out produce, on sc- 
curity having been given to return the amount of nett pro- 
ceeds thereof in military stores, particularly the vessel 
mentioned as loading in Longfield’s Creek; but none of 
the others you mention have such license. The one at 
Amboy, being under very singular circumstances, will, with 
others loading without permits, be particularly attended to 
by this Congress, as soon as convenience admits, 

We cannot help observing, that your Lordship’s informa~ 
tion came fiom two of the New-York Delegates, who, by 
a clause in one of your Lordship’s letters, appear to have 
licensed several vessels in New-Yorlc to export produce. 
The legality of such license it is not necessary for this 
Congress at present to make any observation upon. 

Your Lordship hath the thanks of this Congress for 
your attention and trouble in the several matters mentioned 
in your letters, 

Tam, my Lord, your Lordship’s most obedient servant. 

By order of the Congress: 
Samuct Tucker, President. 
To Lord Stirling. 


In Provinoial Congioss, Now-Jorsoy, New.Brunswick, 
. Pebruay 5, 1776. } 

On motion made, Resolved, unanimously, That all 
County or Town Committecs in this Province exert thom- 
selves to prevent any vessel within their several Districts 
taking in any lading, or departing therewith, ftom any Port 
in this Province, contrary to the General Assovintion of 
the Continental Congress, unless the master of such vessel 
produco a speciul license therefor, duly authenticated, fiom 
said Congress, agreeable to a subsequent Resolve thoreof, 
or from tho Cosgess, or Cominittee of Salety, of this 
Province, signed by the President or Vice-Piosident; and 
also particularly atiend to all imports into this Colony, that 
the Resolutions of the Continental Congiess bo duly ob- 
served; and that the Militia of this Provinee do give all 
necessary assistance to ‘said Committee in their exertions 
above-mentioned, when called upon for that purpose. ‘And 
it is hereby recommended to the Officers of the Continen- 
tal Troops, which are or may be in this Colony, also to 
assist in the ubove measures, when thereto particularly se- 
quested by the Committees aforesnid. 

And itis further Resolved, That no County or Town 
Committee, within this Province, presume to grant any li+ 
conse or permit for the exportation of any produce, provi- 
sions, lumber, or merchandise whatsoever, contrary to the 
aforesaid General Association ; and hat a capy of the fore~ 
going Resolves be immediately transmitted to the Printers 
at New-York and Philadelphia, to bo inserted in the pub- 
lick papers. 


A tue copys Wiuraasam Parrenson, Secretary, 


R, YATES TO COLONEL SWARTWOUT, 
Now-York, Fobruary 9, 1776. 

Sm: You will see by the enclosed resolution that Ma- 
jor-General Lee, now at Now- Yori, is authorized to call 
in as many of the Minute-Men of this Colony as he may 
think necessary, 

I am directed by the General to have somo regiments 
of Minute-Men called here immediately. Your regiment 
is fixed on by the Committee of Safety of this Colony as 
proper to be called; you are, therefore, on receipt hereof, 
to march with your regiment to New-York, with all pos-- 
sible despatch. Take care that your men have their knap- 
sacks and blankets with them, and provision for their 
march. The Quartermaster ought, by al! means, te come 
with the regiment, 

It is not doubted but you will give orders that your 
troops observe the greatest regularity in their march, and 
if you order the sevgral companies to precede each other a 
fow miles in their march, they will bo moro easily accom, 
modated, Suffer no delay in bringing in your regiment. , + 

eam, respectfully, yours, &c., oe 

R. Yares, Chairman '- 
To Colonel Jacobus Swartwout. i ae 

P.S. It is expected that Colonel Drake will leave a 
suflicient guard of his 1egiment at the cannon beyond 
King’s Bridge. Ile will be 0 proper. judge how many 
will be necessary for that small service. : 

* 


' 
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Qoshon, February 9, 1776, 
To the Honourable the Provincial Congress, in the City 
of Nuw-Yonx, convened : 

Whereas, tho County of Orange havo agreed to raise 
three companies of men upon the late establishment of the 
honourable the Continental Congress; and as four batta- 
lions are to be raised within this Province, we hope your 
honourable Body will favour this County with part of the 
Field-Officers for one of the battalions, — If that should be 
your pleasuro, we, the subscribers, take the liberty to 
Fecontmend for one of the Majors, Mr. Jsraed }V¥cd/s, a man 
of good character and estate in said County, and a hearty 
friend to the libeitics of America. And are, with great 
esteem, your obedient, humble servants, 

Samvex Jones, Captain, Danton Evencrr, 

James Sawynn, Josuru Woon, 

Jacon Arnour, Joun Denvoy, 

Geo. Tiomrson, Captain, Wintran Tnomeson, 

Moses Hervisin, Captain, Joux Woon, 

Joun Jackson, Captain, Jacon Dunnine, 
Poren Gatun 

To the President of the Provincial Congress, New-York. 


—— 


THOMAS PALMER TO NUEW-YORK CONGRESS. 
Nowburgh, in Ulstor County, Fobruary 9, 1776, 
Gryeornmen: The bearer hereof, Mr. John Burnett, 
being desirous of raising a company in the standing amy, 
to bo raised in this Province for the onsuing season 5 and 
has applied to us for a recounpendation to the honourable 
Tfouse, in order that ha may obtain a warrant for infisting 
hismen, Mr. Burnett being a genteman with whom we 
aro fully acquainted, and knowing him to be well-disposed 
to the liberties of his country, and otherwise a person un- 
dor v good character, and having had considerablo oxperi- 
ence in tho servico the last wor, we, therefore, recommend 
him for one, as fit a peison as wo know of, at present, in 
this County, to havo the command of a company; and 
make no doubt his interest is very good for inlisting mon, 
Wo must, therofore, bog you will indulge him with a war- 
rant for that purpose. 
We are, very respectfully, gentlomon, your most hum- 


Mo servants, Tuomas Pararn. 
Samuen Brewster. 


To tho Honourable the Provincial Congress for the Pro- 
vinee of New- Yori. 


— 


CONNECTICUT COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 


At a mecting of the Governour and Council of Safety, 
&e,, Litday, Iebruary 9, 1776, Prosant: 

His Honour tho Governour, Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez 
Tatington, William Williams, Nathaniel Wales, and 
Joshua Fest, squires. 

Sundry things about the publick affhirs considered, and 
discoursed, &c, And sundry prosent from Stonington, 
moving for directions about Fortifications, &c. 


Determined the sizo and dimensions of the Row-Gual- 
Igy at New-Zaven, and sent by Me, Lod, vin: Keel, 
sixty feet; boam, eighteen feet ; hold, five fet ; dead-rising, 
seven inches. 

Colonel Dyer and Mr. Wales reported the execution of 
their commission at New-London, as appointed Qd instant, 
&e,, and consideration and discourse about the subject- 
matter, &c. 


Saturday, February 10, 1776, 

Met again, Present, the same as yesterday. 

A long Letter from Colonel Burred/, com plaining greatly 
about Mr. Strong’s appointment to supply his Regiment 
to Adbany, &o., was taken up, considered, and a long Lotter 
prepared, and copied, in answer, adhering to the appoint 
ment, &e. ; and, : : : 

P. M. Considered and diseoursed nbout the flair of 
Fortifications at New-London and Groton, according to tho 
orders of the General Assembly, and the number of men to 
he'raised at oach, and how regulated, &e. 

‘Captain B, Gallup came, and moved to have the com- 
dhand at Gfofon, &c. Came to no determination, 
be 
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Captain Throop camo for advico, &o., about his affair of 
his Company for Canada, &e. 
Adjourned to Monday morning next. 


Monday, Fobraary 12, 1776, 

Mot according to adjournment. — Present; 

His Honour the Governour, Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez 
Tluntington, William Williams, Nathaniel Wales, and 
Joshua West, Ksquires. 

Lettors received sinco Saturday from General Hashing~ 
ton, General Lice, General Schuyler, and number of others, 
rond, &c., &e. 

On General Washington’s pressing request in his Letter 
for Powder, : 

Voted and Ordered, That about three tous of that arti- 
ele, lately imported by Mr. Shaw, by Captain Jaman, 
into Dartmouth, and theneo by Governour’s &c., order 
brought to, and lodged at Providence, bo fort}wetth sent 
from said Providence to General MWashington. Three 
thousand of jt Lo be on account and for Major Thomp- 
son, 0 Committed af Supply for Massachusetds, with wham 
said Shaw bad contracted, and the remainder on our account, 
suppose three thousand, or better, or moro, to be paid for 
or replaced, as we shall choose, 

And Letters wrote to General Washington, and said 
Major Thompson. 

On motion from General Fee, signifying that ho is not 
only admitted into New Yorke, but that they have resolved 
to ako strong possession of the city, &e., to prevent the 
enemy geting any possession, &c., and requesting Colonal 
TVard’s Regiment to be sent back, &e., who had been re- 
leased on the discomaging prospects at fitst, 

Foted and Ordered, 'That_ said Regiment bo ordered 
fotbwith to retarn to New. York, and he under the com- 
mand of said General Lee, and that their wagos bo conti- 
nued on as if they had not returned, &e. 

And tho Orders prepared, and a Letter, also, to Cal« 
onel Hard, informing (iss tha vonsans, aud anforcing his 
immediate complinnes ; and copies also made. 

Letter, nlso, to Captain Swift, of tho Northern Expodi- 
tion, confirming Murry 0 Lieutenant, ia room of 
Lioutenaut Grant, declined, 


Letters prepared to General Washington about Pawder, 
&eo,, &e., and enclosing copy of Genoral Dice's Lotter; 
and to Major Thompson, to whom of part of the Powdor 
belongod, &e.; and copies made, &e, 


Loticr, also, to Genoral Zee, propared, and many other 
things, 

Mr. Elsworth having boon to Gonoral Washington, by 
ordor, &c., to obtain tho Money Intoly paid by our Com. 
mittee to the soldiors, &e., nnd not ablo to get it, is re 
turned and present, and conversed with about it, &o., and 
being in great want of money, considered what should ba 
done. And advised and directed that the Committee af 
Pay-Table prepare, soon as may ba, the Pay-Rolls of the 
‘Troops which they have paid, and he, or somo ather, repair 
to tho Continental Congress, and apply fora repayment of 
said sums, &c. ; and to havo further orders, 


And adjourned to to-morrow morning. 





Tuesday morning, Fobrudry 13, 1770, 
Met, &c. Present : 

His Lfonour the Governour, Colonel Eliphalet Dyer, 
Colonel Samuel Huntington, William Williams, Nathaniel 
Wales, and Joshua West, Esquires. 

Allowed several Accounts of David Lothrop, vias 
For going Expross to Stamford, lo stop the 

Troops, August, 17715, - ~ > - = « £2174 


October, 1776, poing Express to New-Ilaven, 2 1 8 
December, (176, going [xpress to warn the 
Assembly, - «= - = = « 2 » =~ © Q4L8 
December, 1775, going Express to tho Lieute- : 
nant-Governour, - = = = 2 8 8m 110 
Dicember, 1775, going Express to Cambridge, 
a a a) 
£110 8 
ee 


And ordered to be drawn for, And done. 
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Letter prepared and sent to Governour Coolce, (hy Cap- 
tain Clark) requesting him to send forward our Powder, 
&c., to General Washington, &c.; and enclosed Geueral 
Lee’s Letter. And copied, &c. 

And again took into consideration the afuir of fortifying 
New-London Harbour, &c., according to the orders of tha 
General Assembly, and what number of Men might be 
raised and employed to carry on said Works, and for their 
defence, and necessary Tools and Materials, ulso, to be pro- 
vided ; and judging it of great importance that Forts be 
erected at the three places hereafter provided, not only for 
the defence of New-London, but to render said arbour 
a place of safety for all friendly shipping of this or any of 
the United Colonies. 

It is considered, Resolved and Ordered, by this Board, 
That three Companies of men be raised by voluntary inlist- 
ments, to consist of niyety men each Company, including ofti- 
cers, for the term, and until the Ist af December next, unless 
sooner digmissed by the General Assembly or this Board, 
to be improved and employed as laboureis in erecting pro- 
per works of defence, under such directions, in such man- 
ner as are ordered, or may be ordered and given, at three 
different places, viz: One at @roton-Hill, facing Nuw- 
London Harbour, one at a place called Winthrop’s Paint, 
or Neck; and the other at a place called Mamacock, or 
Shaw's Point, both in New-London ; and, also, as soldiers 
for the defence af those places and Works, if need be, or 
such other as shall be necessary in those parts, And, at 
proper times, at the discrotion of their ofticers, to be oxer- 
cised in the use of arms, and of cannon, or any other proper 
military exercises, And that said three Companics be 
stationed at said three places, viz: That ander the com- 
mand of 6.6. 666 6 sy at Minthrop’s Point; that un- 
der the command of (Captain Mott, as p.) at said Groton 
Hill; and that under the command of (Captain Ely, as p.) 
at said Mamacock ; yet, so os that any party or detach- 
ment of either one or more of said Companies, under 

oper officers, shall be liable, and may be called off 
rom their proper station, to labour, or do any duty, at 
any or cither of said Fortifications and places, as may be 
judged necessary and oxpedient, and shall be ordered by 
the Engineer appointed to direct and superintend all said 
Works, and to such orders us may be mado by this 
Board and the General Assembly. And that if any of 
said soldiers shall be deficient in ‘such reasonable labour 
and duty as shall be required, such deficiency shall be de- 


" ducted out of his wages. 


And itis further provided, That the aforesaid Troops, or 
three Companics, shall be subject to, and regulated by the 
rules of an Act of the General Assembly of this Colony, 
passed in May, 1775, entitled, * An Act for Regulating 
and Ordering the Troops that aro, or may be raised for the 
defence of this Colony,” so far as they are capable of be- 
ing applied to their citcumstances and situation. 

* And itis further Resolved, That said Officers and Sol- 
dievs shall be entitled to, and shall have and receive the 
same Pay and Wages as the officers and soldiers in the Con- 
tinental Army near Boston; and shall be furnished and 
supplied with good and sufficient rations of Provisions for 
their support, in the same manner, us near as may be, or 
equivalent thereto, And the Soldiers shall be allowed one 
gill of Rum per day, when on Jabour ot fatigue, and thiee 
Shillings each for the use of their Blankets. And said 
Companies shall be furnished by the Colony with such 
Arnis as shall be judged necessary. 

And it is further provided and Resolved, That all ne- 
cessary Timber to be used in and about said Forts, be pre- 
vided ns soon as may he. 

That one convenient and suitable Barrack for one Com- 
pany, shall be built at a proper place for such Company, 
on Groton-Hill. And, on representation by our Com- 
mittee, that New-London are willing their Pest-House, 
standing near, shall be removed and properly placed to 
serve as a Barrack for the Company at said Mamacocle, it 
is ordered, that the same shall be so removed, placed, and 
fitted for such Barrack by the Company to be stationed 
there, or other troops in the Colony service, provided the 
town of New-London make no demand on account of such 
removal, the property to remaingas before, 

Itisalso Resolved and Ordered, That three stone Sledges, 
and three Hammers, thirty Shovels, thirty Spades, ten iron 
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Crow-Bars, twenty Pick-Axes, two Draught-Chains, one 
Jong Log-Chain, and one Cart, with two pair of Oxen, bé 
purchased and improved for carrying on the Works afoie- 
said; and thut all said ‘Tools, &¢., be properly taken care 
of and secured, by the Commanding-Officer where they 
shall be used. 

And Colonel @, Saltonstall is appointed a Committee 
to provide necessary timber and iaterials, according to 
order, for the Works on Hinthrop’s Point, 

Ebenezer Ledyard, Esq., is appointed a Committee (6 
provide timber and necessary materials, according to order, 
for the Works on Groton-Ilill, (Copy given.) 

Mr. Nathaniel Shaw, Jun., is appointed to provide tim- 
her and necessary materials, according to order, for the 
Works at Mamacack. 

Adjourned to Lriday morning next. 

Filday, Fobruary 16, A, M., 1776, 

Met accordingly. Present: 

His Honour the Governour, Efiphalet Dyer, Esquire, 
Jabez Huntington, FFilliam Williams, Nathaniel Wales, 
Joshua Mest, Esquives. 

Many Lettors, &c., &c. 

A pressing request from General Washington, by Colo- 
nel Gay, at the Governour, yesterday, for mora Powder, 
&e., is Inid before us and considered, and the circumstan- 
cos being represented so urgent, &o., 

Voted and agreed, That two tons, of the four lately 
imported into Netwo-London by My. Shaw, in the Maced= 
roni, be sent to General Mashington, to be by him te- 
placed as ho engagos. 

(Said Powder is with Colonel Jabez Lhuttington.) 

On motion, that Captain Lester, builder ofa Row-Gal- 
Jey, at Norwich, has bought of Constable Lough a quon- 
tity of Provisions to support his workmen, und Hough 
owing money to the ‘Treasury, &c., and that an order may 
be given to pay it that way, &e. : 

Order given to Colonel ZI.) 

Voted, ‘Shat an Order be given on the Pay-Table for 
one hundred Pounds, for snid Lester, so as to be allowed 
and discounted with said Hough hy the ‘Lreasmer, and ac- 
counted for by said Lester, on account of building said 
Galley for the Colony, 

Voted, That an Order bo drawn in favour of Mr. David 
Trumbull, for one hurtdred and fifty Pounds, towards fix- 
ing the Gun-Barrels brought from Croton Point, &e. 

(Order given 17h.) 

Voted, That an Order of four hundred and sixty Pounds 
be drawn on tho Pay-Table, out of the Continental Money 
sent for that purposo, to be improved to pay the advance 
Wages and Bounty, &c., for Captain ene Company, 
going to Canada; that Mr, David Zrumbuil receive tha 
same, and pay out according to Proclamation, 

(Order given L7th.) 

On a representation and request from the authority, &c,, 
of fairfield, by Letters from Colonel Silliman and Mr. 
Burr, setting forth their exposed situation, and necessity of 
defence, &c., and the circumstances of their harbour, the 
second best in the Colony, &c., and requesting Powder, 
Cannon and Ball, &c., and at least twenty-five Men to be 
raised, and sundry things; and in part comptiance with 
their request, on consileration of the case, it is 

Voted, allowed, and Ordered, That twenty-five able’, 
hodied, effective Men be raised, by voluntary inlistment, 
at the discretion of the authority and Sclectmen of said 
Town, under the command of a Lieutenant and two Ser- 
geants, to be improved in erecting works of defenco, at 
such place and manner, in said Town, ns the said autho- 
rity shall direct, and for watching, &c,, a3 shall be neces- 
sary, to continue until the first day of November next, 
unless sconer released by the General Assembly or this 
Board; and to have the samo pay and wages as the 
Arnty near Boston, and to be allowed cight Pence per day 
for their provision and support during said term; and 

Poted, That on sending to Genoral Washington the 
wo tons of Powder, ordered this day, a Letter 3@ writ 
ten to him, informing of it, &e., and requesting him that 
four tons, in the whole, be replaced by, him, of what he 
may have coming fom Philadelphia, of otherwise, vizs 
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ono ton to be lodged at Fairfield, one at New- Laven, and 
two tons at Afiddletown, in licu of so much received from 
us, 

Voted, That thirty stand of Arms, fited out of che bar- 
rels received from Crown-Point, Le seut to General Mash- 
ington, having been earnestly requested by him, &e. 

Voted, That Mr, Lemuel Bryant, of Middleborough, as 
a Cannon-Foundor, at Salisbury, and David Carver, Ze- 
bulor White, and David Oldman, in those parts, as Mould. 
eis, and that said Lryané procure four Moulders for Shot, 
and ho to coma by 15th Murch, and the rest by Ist 
Apil (CAnd wrote accordingly.) 


Saturday, Mobsuary 17, 1776, 


Met again, from last night’s adjournment, Present, the 
sane as yesterday. 

Sherif? Williams was here, representing much trouble 
and dificulty with tho Prisoners at Lariford, &e., &e., 
and moves again that an addition be made te the Commit. 
tee, and Benjamin Paine, Msq., and Captain Jeremiah 
TVadsworth, ave added to said Committee for taking caro 
of Prisoners, four of said Committee being absent in the 
Army, and on other publick business. 

The subject of the Companies, and Forts, and Piocla- 
mation, &c., respecting the New-London defence, and the 
matter and manner discomsed, 

Poted, An Order on the Pay-Table for nine Pounds 
thirtean Shillings and five Pence, for 4. Torrey, for going 
with wagon and Jadian Chiefs, Muy danucry last, io Cam. 
bridge, as_pev account allowed, and for six Shillings for 
Daniel Uhroop, for going to Hindham with them, &e., 
and dito for Captain Tyde, two Pounds seven Shillings 
and nino Pence, for going two journeys to New-Laven, 
&e., about Salishuy Murnaco, &e. (A very moderato 
charge.) 

Ordors given, and sent by Loomis this day. 

And, also, an Order for Jude Alden, for two Pounds 
five Shillings and two Peneo, for use of Lovse twice for 
John MWallcer, Congvess Post, and keeping his Lorso in his 
absence, &e. (A high account.) 

- Order given, sont by Loomis. 

And appointed Mi, Hihward Mott fo be Captain of the 
Comparfy to bo raised and stationed at Groton-Luill and 
Fort, and Commandant of said Fort, 

And appointed Doctor John Ely, of Lyme, to bo Cap- 
tain of the Company to be raised and stationed at Mana 
cock Fort. 

Samuel Mott, Esq., and My. Josiah Taters, aro np- 
pointed Engineers, to suporintend and direct the building 
works of defonco and Ports ordered to be erected at New- 
London und Groton, 

(Copy givon Mr, Waters, 8h March.) 

Considered, voted, and passod, a Proclumation for rais- 
ing, and encouraging said three Companies, according to 
the Resolve and Vote of the 18th instant. 

And dismissed, (boing near night,) to moct again next 
Friday morning. 

Friday, February 23, 1776. 

Met according to adjournment. Present; 

His Wonour the Governour, Eliphalet Dyer, Jabex 
Huntington, William Williams, Nathaniel Wales, Joshua 
West, Esquires. 

Lotter just received by Captain Clark from General 
Washington, complaining of the deficiency of Powder. 


Major Smith, of Stonington, present, moving that the 
Stonington Company of forty, for defence of the Harbour 
and Town, &, may be augmentod, for reasons by him 
urged, and is considored ; and, on consideration, 

Voted and Resolved, That the Company of forty men, 
now stationed at Stonington, for defence of the Tarbeat 
and Works erected and building there, he augmented eby 
voluntary inlistment, to ninety men, including Officers, to 
be continued until the lst December next, unless sooner 
dismissed by the Genoral Assembly or this Board, to ba 
oo the same plan, and under the same regulations, as the 
Companies raising for the defence of New-London Har- 
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fiention, ut Stoningion, till further orders from said Assom- 
bly or this Board, 

Sundry Letters from sundry persons relating to the pab- 
lick aflairs of the times. ‘ 

Said Stonington Company had beew raised by this Board 
14th Sepreméer last, (as p.) to consist of fifty men, and alier« 
wards by the Assembly, in Qetober, 1775, reduced to forty, 
is now augmented to ninety, as above, and Major Oliver 
Suith is appointed Captain of suid Compiny, Nathan 
Palmer, Jun,, is appointed First Lieutenant of the same, 
John Belcher Second Lieutenant of the same, and Clement 
Miner is appointed Ensign of tho same. And said Captain 
Smith is authorized and empowered, by all proper ways, 
to raise and jnlist said Company with all convenient speed, 
and make return to his Honour the Governour, whois dosira 
ed to give said Oflicors proper warrants or commissions. 


And Nathaniel Miner, Uisq., is appointed x Commissary, 
to provide the proper supplies of Provisions for support of the 
Company now ordered to be raised, under the e6mmand of 
Captain Oliver Nurith, to be stationed at Stonington Port, 
and the Governour is desired to give said Adiner a proper 
warrant accordingly, ‘The Provisions to ba according ta 
the Regulations of the Army near Boston, ag mentioned in 
a Proclamation referred to in tho Order for raising said 
Company. 

(Copy given said Major Swit.) 

Mr, Simeon Dauts is presont, couissioned and authar- 
ized by Govannour Coole to go to tho forcign Wast-Indies 
for a cargo of Powder, and liberty of taking a cargo from 
this Colony if ho can obtain leave, &e., and urges tho ne» 
oussity of the article, aud the probability of success, &e,; 
and on boing asked, &e., this Committee consent to, and 
advise his Honour to pormit him to purchasa and ship two 
thousand pounds Cheese, to thousand pounds Logs? Lard, 
sixty barrels of Pork, and thirty barrels of Beet in this Co- 
lony, for the purpose aforesuid. 


And on consideration of supplying Officers for tho Com- 
pany to bu stationed at FVinthrop’s Point, in Netw-London: 

Colonel @, Saltonstall is appointed Captain of this Com 
pany, to be stationed at Minthrop’s Paint, and to raisa 
such Company by inlistment, by all proper whys, 18 soon ng 
may be, and make return to bis Honour tho Governour, 

And dbenezer Ledyard, Wisq., is appointed 1 Commis- 
sary, to mako and provide Provisions for the Company to 
bo raised and stationed at Groton- Lill, according to the 
Proclamation for raising them, &e. 

And Captain John Deshon is appointed a Commissary, 
to provide for the wo Companies to be mised and stations 
od ul Winthrop’s Point and at Mamacoele, in Now-Lon 
don, according to Proclamation. (Copies sent.) 


Took into consideration the affair of appointing Captain 
and othor officers for tho Brig Defence, now lying at Nate» 
Laven, and talked lorgely upon tt, and appointed Soth 
Harding to ho Captain of suid Brig Defence, and con- 
cluded upon the others almost, but doferred till-noxt day’ 
the appointment, 

Appointed Jehiel Tinker, Captain of the Row-Gulloy, 
now building at Mast Haddam. And adjourned until to- 
morrow morning. 


Saturday, Fobruary 24, 1776, 
Mol, &c.—Present: His Honour the Governour, Evi 
phalet Dyer, Usquire, Juboz Lluntingion, Esquire, Natha- 
niel Hales, Wsquiro. 

Esquire West, and S .. . « at Windham Court, had, 
agreed to the officers heredfier appointed for the Brig, Ap- 
pointed Mbenczer Bartram, of Kutrfield, to be First Liouto- 
nant; James Hopkins, of Méfddletown, Second Licutenant 3 
and John Me Cleave, Master of tho Brig Defence, accord 
ing to tho proposal last night, A letter prepared and sont 
to Captain Lurding, informing of his appointment ag Cap- 
tain of said Brig. “And, also, to ieutonants Bararam and 
Llopkins, as Licutonants. And, also, to Captain Me» 
Cleave, informing his appointment as Master of the snme. 

Captain Aly appeared, and accepted tho office of Cap- 
tain of the Company to ba raised and stationad at Mama- 
cock, and proposed Martix: Kirtland for First Lieutenant, 
and Dan Platt for Second Lieutenant of said Company, 


hour, saving that their station is fixed at or near said Forui-, who were appointed. 
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Captain Edward Moit appeared, and neeepted of his ap- 
pointment as Captain of the Grofon Company. And Ofiver 
Coit is appointed First Licutenant, and William Latham 
Second Lieutonayt of suid Company, and William FWhi- 
ting Ensign, a 

Letter sent to Colonel Euston. And dismissed. 

Tuosday, Fobiumy 27, 1776, 

Ata meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety, 
Present: His Honour the Governour, Eliphalet Dyer, Ja- 
bex Huntington, Jedediah Elderkin, Joshua West, Na- 
thantel Wales, Jun., Benjamin Ihmtington, Esquires, 

Poted, That Adriel Ely be, and he is hereby appointed 
Ensign af the Company under the command of Captain 
dohn Ely. 


” Wednesday, Fobruary 28, 1776, 

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety, 
Present His Lonour the Governour, and the rest, as yes- 
terday. 

* Poted, That Nathaniel Green and Company, of the 
Colony of Rhode-Lsland, be permitted to purchase three 
cargoes of the produce of this Colony, in such proportion 
(as to particulars) as his Honour the Governour shall di- 
sveet, in order to be transported gauthe Hest-Inuies (o pur- 
chase warlike stores, in pursutige of a contract mado 
between the said Green and Company and the Committee 
of Secrecy of the Continental Congress, for the benefit of 
the United Colonies. One of said cargoes to bo shipped on 
hoard a Brig, in Norwich, belonging to somo gentlemen in 
the Colony of Rhode-Island. And the other two cargoes 
to he shipped on bottoms, to be taken up in this Colony. 

Poted, That Captain Ephraim Bill, be, and he is here- 
by appointed to repair to Sdybroole, and there inspect the 
building the Colony’s Ship-of War at Captain Hayden's 
Yard, and to do whatever is needful to promote the worl~ 
in the best and most speedy manner. And the Builders, 
Riggers, Blacksmiths, and Sailmakers, &c., aro hereby di- 
rected to consult him in their several branches of the work 
as shall be convenient (or the service. 

Voted, That this Committee will, at a proper time, take 
up the matter of the taking of Ticonderoga, &c., and come 
into some measures to represent the same toxhe Congress, 
“that the persons, to whom reward for their service is due, 
nmiay be considered; and tat the persots who have recbiv- 
ed money to disburse in that service, shall, in a proper way, 
be called to account. 

N. B, One Thomas Lurk was a Captain at St. John’s, 
and is to he remensbered for reward. 

Ordered, That Team and Tools, for the uso of the For- 
tifieations at New-London and Groton, shall be provided 
“hy Colonel Saltonstall, Mr. Nathaniel Shaw, Jun., and 
Ebencaer Ledyard, Esquire. 

His Honour the Governour is desired to write to the 
northward fr as many Gun Barrels as can be obtained, in 
order for repairs. 

ROBERT i, HARRISON TO SPRINGFIELD (st4S8ACHUSETTS) 
: COMMITTER, 
Cambridgo, Fobruary 9, 1776, 

Geyruewen: [have it ia command from his Excellency 
General Washington, to inform you, that on Tuesday last 
he received a petition from the Marines, in Springfield 
‘Jail, signed by David Scurrey and Patrick Clark, sug-. 
.gosting the severity of their confinement, without fire, and 
the want of necessary clothing, at that inclement season. 
His Excellency doubts not, but‘yau have paid proper at- 
.tontion to their wants, if you have been apprized thereof, 
and Lhave only to add, that it is his earnest desire, that 
the prisoners in our hands should be treated with humanity 
and kindness, and have every thing, really necessary, for 
their support, Lam, gentlemen, your very hamble servant. 


To the Committee of Springfield, 


ROBERT H. UARRISON Tq LEVI ALLEN. 


Cambridge, February 9, 1776, 
Sin; I have it in command from his Excellency, to ac- 


knowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimo. 
There is little doubt but that Colonel Allen has been sont 
to England, The Geneval has inquired of General Elowe 
about him, bnt reecived for answer, that his command did 
not extend to Quebeck, and that he knew nothing of your 
brother. As to your going to England after him, his Ex- 
calleucy cannot give you any opinion thereon; he cannot 
think there would be even a probability of success in your 
scheme ; it would be running yourself in danger, without n 
prospect of rendeting service to your brother, Lam, &c. 


To Mr. Levi Allen, 


ROBERT U, HARRISON TOgGhORGE GREGORY. 
Cambridge, February 9, 1776, 

Sin: Your letter to bis Excellency, of the 81st ultimo, 
is come to hand. I have it in command from him to in- 
fotm you, that he has laid it down as an invariable rule 
(for the present) hot to grant liberty to any prisoners af 
war, to remove from the place to which they aro, by their 
parole, confined ; the many applications to the General 
were become troublesome, ho was, therefore, necessitated 
to come to this resolution, 4f the gontlemen, whom the 
fortune of war has placed in ow hands, will compare their 
situation with that of those of ours who have been made 
prisoners, they will not think their ease very hard; they 
are not confined in a Joathsome prison, nor are they sont 
in irons to a distant part. His Excellency is sorry tliat 
any gentlemen should suffer in his private aflairs, but the 
fortune of war must be submitted to, Iam, sir, &e. 
‘Yo George Gregory, sq. 


GUNERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 
[Road Fabruary 22, 1776.) 
° Cambridge, Febunry 9, 1776, 

Sin: In compliance with the resolves of Congrass, I 
have applied to General Howe for the exchange of Mr. 
Lovell ; 0 copy of my letter and his answer thereto you 
have enclosed. 

Captain Waters, and Captain Tueker, who command 
two of the armed schooners, have taken and sent into Glou- 
cester a large brigantine laden with wood, onc hundied and 
fifty butts for water, and forty suits of bedding, bound from 
La Have, in Nova- Scotia, for Boston, She is ono of the 
transports in the Ministerial service ; the Captain says that 
he was at Halifax tho 17th January, and that General 
Massoy was arrived there with two vegiments ftom Ireland. 

The different prizes wero all libelled immediately of 
receipt of tho resolves of Congress, pointing out the modo, 
but none of them yet brought to trial, owing to a difference * 
between the law passer in this Province and the resolutions 
of Congress, ‘Che General Court aro making an arnend- 
ment to their Jaw, by which the diflicultics that now occur 
will bo removed, 2s I understand it is to be made comform- 
able to your resolves, Tho unavoidable delay attending 
tho bringing the cuptures to trial is grievously complained 
of by the masters of these vessels, as well as the captors; 
many of the formner have applied for liberty to go away, 
without waiting the decision, which T have granted to them. 

1 beg leaye to recall the attention of Congress to their 
appointing a Commissary in these parts, to attend the pro- 
viding of necessaries for the prisoners who are dispersed in 
these Provinces. Complaints are made by some of them,* 
that they are in want of bedding, and many other things: 
As Tunderstand that Mr. Franks has undertaken that busi- 
ness, I wish he was ordered to send a Deputy immediately, 
to see that the prisoners get what is allowed them by Con- 
gress; also, to supply the officers with money, as they may 
have occasion; it will save me much time, and much trouble, 
There are yet but few companies of the Militia come in; 
this delay will, Lam much afraid, frustrate the intention of 
their being called upon, as the season is slipping fast aryay 
when they may be of service, ines 

‘The demands of the Army were so very pressing before ". 
your last remittance came to hand, that L was undgy tio *: 
necessity of borrowing twenty-five thousand pounds, haivhil 
money, from this Province; they very cheerfully lent it, and 
passed a vote for as much more, if required. “1 have not 
repaid the sum borrowed, as I may stand iw néed of it be, 
fore the arrival of another supply, vhich the demands of the 
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Commissary-Gencral, Quartermaster-Ganeral, and paying 
off the arrearages, will very Soon require. : 

Your esteemed favour of the 29th ultimo, is just come 
to hand; it makes me very bappy to find my conduct hath 
met the approbation of Congress. 1 am entirely of your 
opinion, that should an accommodation taka placo, the 
terms will be severe or favourable, in proportion to our 
ability 10 resist; and that we ought to be on a respectable 
footing to recciye their armaments in the Spring; but how 
far we shall bo provided with the means, is a matter I pro- 
fess not to know, under my present unhappy want of arms, 
ammunition, and Limay add, men, as our regiments are vory 
incomplete. ‘The recruiting goes on very slow, and will, 
apprehend, be more so, if for other service the men receive 
a bounty, and none is given here. 

I have tried every method 1 could think of to procure 
arms for our men; thoy really are not to be had in these 
Govornments, belonging to tho publick ; and ifsome method 
is not fallen upon in the Southern Governments to supply us, 
we shall bo in a distressed situation for wantofthem, ‘There 
ave near to thousand men now in camp without firelocks. 
L have wrote to the Committee of New- Yori this day, re- 
questing them to send mo those arms which were taken 
from the disaffected in that Government. ‘Phe Congress 
interosting themselves in this request, will doubtless have 
n good ollect, I have sont oflicers into the country with 
money ¢o purchaso ars in the difisent (owas ; some linve 
seturned, aud brought in a few, many aro still out; what 
their success will be E cannot deteraine, 

I was in groat hopes that the expresses resolved to bo 
ostublished between this placo and Lhiladelphia, would 
ore now have been fixed; it would in my opinion rather 
save than increase the expensy, a8 many horses ure do- 
stroyed by one man coming the whole way. It will cor- 
aH fe be more oxpoditions, and safer than writing by the 
post, or private hands, which I am often under the neces 
sity of doing. 

Lam, with gioat respect, sir, your most obedient, humble 


orvany 
5 4 Groras Wasnuinaron, 


To tho {Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 


Cambridgo, January 30, 1776, 
Sin: T havo it in command from the honourable Conti- 
nental Congress, to proposo an exchange of Govarnour 
Skene for Mr. James Lovell, and family. Uf the proposi- 
tion is agroenble, you will please to signify as much to mo, 
and Mr, Loved/, that ho may preparo for his removal, whilst 
L cause Mr. Sieene to bo brought to this place, 
Jam, sir, your most humblo servant, 
Guonan Wasninoron. 
To General Lfowe. 
. Boston, February 2, 1776. 
Sir: In anawer to your letter of tho 80th ultimo, which 
was'delivoved with the goal broken, Lam to hoquaint you, 
that having lately discovered a prohibited correspondence 
to be carried on by My, James Lovell, tho liberty, which I 
fully intended to have given bim, cannot take place, 
Lam, sir, your most humblo servant, 
W, Tlowe, 
“To George Washington, Esq, " 


—— 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 
(Road Fobruary 22,—Roforred to a Committoo of tho Whole.) 
Cambridgo, February 9, 1776, 
_ Sin: The purport of this Jetter will be directed to a 
, Single object. “Through you f mean to lay it before Con- 
gress, and at the same timo that I beg their serious aten- 
tion to the subject, to ask pardon for intruding an opinion, 
Rot only unasked, but in some measure repugnant to their 
resolves. The disadvantages attonding tho limited inlist- 
ment of troops is too apparent to those who are eye-wit- 
nesses of them, to tonder any animadversions necessary ; 
» but to gentlomen ata distance, whose attention is engioss- 
ed by a thousand important objects, the caso may be other 
wise, That this cause precipitated the fate of tho brave and 
much to be lamented General Montgomery, and brought on 
the defeat which followed thereupon, I have not the most 
distant doubt of, for had he not been apprehensive of tho 
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troops leaving him at so important a crisis, but continued 
tho blockade of Quedecl, a capitulation, from tho best 
account | have been able to collect, must inevitably have 
followed; and that we were not obliged at one time to 
dispute these lines, under disadvantageous circumstances, 
(qroceeding from the same cause, to wits the oops dis- 
bunding of themselves before the Militia could be got in,) is 
lo me a matter of wonder and astonishment, and proves 
that General ZZowe was cither unacquainted with our situa- 
tion, or restrained by his instructions from putting any thing 
toa hazard till his reinforcements should rive. Tho in- 
stance of General Montgomery, 1 mention it because it is - 
a stiiking one—for'a number of others might be adduced— 
proves that instead of having men to take advantage of 
civcumstances, you are in a uninner compelled, right or 
wrong, to make circiunstances yield to a secondary aonsi- 
deration, ; 

Since the Ist of December, T havo been gevising every 
mens jn my powor to securo these oncampmonts, aud 
though Tam sensible that we never have, sincerfhat period, 
boon able to aet upon the oflensive, and at times not ina 
condition to defend, yet the cost of marching home one set 
of men, bringing in another, tho havock and waste occa- 
sloned by the first, tho repairs necessary for the second, 
with a thousand incidental charges and inconveniences 
which have avison, and which it is seareo possible either to 
recollect or describe, amounts to near as much as the keep- 
ing up a respectable body of troops the whole time, ready 
for any emergency, weak have done, To this may be 
added that you never can have a well disciplined army. 
‘Yo bring men well acquainted with the duties of a soldier, 
requites time; to bring them under proper discipling and 
subordination, not only requires timo, but isa work of great 
difteulty, and in this Army, where thoro is so fiutle distine- 
tion between the officers and soldiers, requires an uncommon 
degree of attention. ‘T’v expect then, the same sarvice from 
raw and undisciplined recruits, as fiom veteran soldiers, is 
to expeet what never did, and perhaps never will happen ; 
men Who ato funiliavized to danger uicat it without shrink- 
ing; whereas, those who havo never soon sorvico often 
apprehend dangor where no danger iss ‘Threa things 
prompt mon ton regular dischargo of their duty in timo of 
action: natural bravery, hope of reward, and fear of puns 
ishmont; the two first aro common to tho untotored and 
disciplined sSldiev, but tho latter most obviously distin« 
guishes the ono from the othey, A coward, when taught 
to believe that if he breaks his ranks, and abandons his 
colours, will be punished with death by bis own party, will 
lake his chanca against the enemy; but tho man who thinks 
late of the ono, and is fearful of tho other, nets from pro- 
sent feclings, regardless of consequences, Again, man of 
a day’s standing will not look forward ; and from oxperlenco 
wo find, that ag the time approaches for thoir discha go, 
they grow careless of their arms, ammunition, camp ute 
sils, &c,, nay, even the barracks themselves have hott uns 
common marks of wanton deprodation, and lays us under 
frosh trouble and additional expense, in providing for overy 
fresh sot, when wo find it next to impossible to procure 
such articles as are absolutely necessary in tho first jue 
stance, To this may bo added the seasoning which new 
recruits must have to a camp, and tha loss consequent 
thereupon. But this is not all; men engaged for a short, 
limited time only, have the officers too much in their powers 


‘for, to obtain a degree of popularity, in order to induce a 


second inlistment, a kind of familiarity takes place, which 
brings on a relaxation of discipline, unlicensed furloughs, 


aand other indulgances, incompatible with order and gaod 


governnent, by which means the latter pait of tho time 
for which the soldier was engaged is spent in undoing what 
you were aiming to inculcate in tho first. 

‘Yo go into an enumeration of all the evils wo have ox- 
perienced in this late great chango of the Army, and the 
oxponse incidental to it, to say nothing of the hazard we 
havo run, and must run, botween the discharging of ona 
army and inlistinent of another, (unless an enormous ex- 
ponso of Militia is incurred,) would greatly excead the 

ounds of a letter, 

What I have alroady taken tho liberty of saying, will 
serve fo convey a genegal iden of the matter, and, there~ 
foro, I shall, with all due deference, taka the freedom to 
givo it as my opinion, that if the Congress have any reo- 
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son to believe that there will be occasion for troops another 
year, and, consequently, of another inlistment, they would 
save money, and have infinitely better troops if they were, 
even at a bounty of twenty, thirty, or more dollars, to en- 
gage the men already inlisted, (till January next,) and 
such others as may be wanted to complete to the estab- 
dishment, for and during the war. I will not undertake to 
say that the men can be had upon these terms, but I am 
satisfied that it will nover do to let the matter alone as it 
was last year, till the time of service was near oxpiring, 

. The hazard is too great in the first place ; in the next, the 
trouble and perplexity of disbanding one army, and raising 
another at the same instant, and in such a critical situation 


as the last was, is scarcely in the power of words to de- 
scribe, and such as no man, who has experienced it once, 
will ever undergo again. If Congress should differ from 
me in sentiment upon this point, I have only to beg that 
they will do me the justice to believe, that I have nothing 
more in view than what to me ippears necessary (o ad- 
vance the publick weal, although, in the first instance, it 
will be attended with a capital expense, and that I haye tha 
honour to be, with all due deference and respect, their and 
your most obedient and faithful, humble servant, ‘ 


Geonce Wasuineron. 


To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., 8c. 





General Return of the Army of the Uxirnv Cononres, commanded by His Excellency Gronan Wasuinevon, Esq., 
General and Commander-in-chief, Uead-Quarters at Campnivar, Fannuany 4, 1776. 
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sista at 
Honario Garus, Adjutant-General. 


Roturn of the Regiment of Ariillery in the service of the 
Upiren Coxnonins, commanded by Hanny Knox, Esq, 
Ferrvany 4, 1776. 
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Horario Gares, Adjutant-General. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, 
te Hond-Quartora, Combridgo, February 1, 1776. 
(Parole, Richmond.) (Countorsign, Doncaster.) 


. ‘ Tfond-Quariors, Cambridgo, Fobruary 2, 1776, 
(Parole, Winchester.) (Countersign, Stamford.) 


VWead.Quartors, Cambridgo, February 3, 1776. 

(Parole, Chelsea.) ‘ (Countersign, cork.) 
* Liewtenant Dustin, of Captaih Farrington’s Company, 
“in the Sixteenth Regiment of Foot, tried at a General 


ae 
Fourru Series.—Vot. ry. 


Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Patterson was President, 
for cowardice, on the 7th Jannary last, when on command 
with a detachment sent towards Bunier’s Ii7Ul, is unani- 
mously acquitted, with honour, by the Court. ‘The Ge- 
neral approves of the proceedings, and orders Licutenant 
Dustin to be released from his arrest. 

The General Court-Martial, whoreof Colonel Paterson 
was President, is dissolved. o 

All arms purchased by the Officers sent upon that duty 
are to be first delivered to Mr, Commissary Cheever, for 
inspection, who is to report their number and goodness to 
the General, before they are delivered out of his store. 


Hond-Quartors, Cambiidga, Fobrunry 4, 1778. 
(Parole, Cumberiand,) (Counterign, Ferd} 
The Colonel af each Regiment to make a rete on 
Tuesday, at Orderly time, of thenumber of arms wanting 
to complete the men now in .hig Regiment, and to signify 
ie method which appears to him most likely to procure 
them. ‘ 
General Putnam, Genoral Sullivan, and General Greene, 
with the Colonels of their Brigades, to attend at.-Load~ 


Quarters to-morrow, in the forenoon, to receive yi 


t 


sioits for their Officers. Be 


wy 5 
a GD § 


Tond-Quartors, Cambridge, Foti ip Oeutrtr 
(Parole, Newport.) ' (oi ners Cooke.) 
The Colonels upon the old establishmel}t will, this day 
and to-morrow, receive the warrants for ft pay abstracts, 
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for the months of November and December, of which all 
persoys concerned are to take notice, and goyern them- 
selves accordingly. ‘ ; 

For the future, when a warrant is granted, and paid for 
any sum on account of pay of the Rogimonts or Corps, to 
any of the commanding officers thereof, theio will, 8 no 
allowance afterwards for any negloct or supposed mistake. 
It is the duty of overy Colonel and Captain to be exact in 
their abstracts and returns, and the consequences of being 
otherwise must fall upon themselves. 

Voad-Quartore, Cambridge, Fobruary 6, 1776, 
(Parole, Greenwich ) (Countersign, Aent.) 

The Cout of Inquiry, whereof General Greene was 
President, appointed to inquire into the complaint of Colo- 
nel Hobart, Paymaster-Geneial of the New-Llampshire 
forces, against Colonol Stark; The Court have reported 
the state of the evidences given in before thom, by which 
it appears that Colonel Jlobart’s complaints wore woll- 
founded, All further proceedings are suspended, Colonel 
Starke having mado such acknowledgments to tho injured 
parties, as will, in all probability, be accepted as satisfao~ 


tory. 

he Colonel, or oflicor commanding oach Regiment, is 
to examino minutely into the quantity and condition of 
their ammunition, and make report of the average oumbor 
of rounds they are possessed of, to their respeotive Brign« 
dicts, without dolay, and immediately thereupon the Bri+ 
gadiers are to Jay this, their ieport, before the General, 

The Armonres mao requied to be vory exact and dili- 
gent at their business. 11 they avo known to do work for 
any others than those of the Army, they will be brought to 
the severest punishmont; or, if they presume to chargo a 
soldier for auy repair done to his arms, they will also be 
culled to n strict account. 

An exact report to bo made of all the cartiidges in the 
different Mogazinos. ‘Chose now employed in making ea~ 
tiidges ao to be constant and diligent at their work, 

The ams which have boen delivered out of the publick 
stores are not to be put in the hands of commissioned offi- 
cers. ‘The Colonels of the severnl Regiments are to bo 
answerablo that. this order is duly attonded ta, 


” ’ — 


fond-Quartors, Cambridyo, Poknunry 7, 1776, 

@arote, Covent y.) (Countersign, Beverly.) 

The Continental Congress having been pleasod to order 
and diect that thore shall be one Chaplain to two Regi- 
ments, and that the pay of cach Chaplain shall be thirty~ 
thice dollars and one-third per calendar month, the Reve- 
rend Abie Leonard \s appointed Chaplain to the Regiment 
6f Artillery, under the command of Colonel Knox, and to 
the Twentieth Rogimont, at prosent commanded by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Durfee. 

“As theré can be but fourtoon Chaplains, undor this esta- 
bijshinent, to the twonty-oight Regiments, (including tho 
‘Klatlleryand Rifle Regiments,) and as preference will be 
given to those Chaplains who sorved Inst year, provided 
their conduct and attendance hava been wnexceptionable, 
tho Brigadiers are to inquire into this matter, and, with the 
Colonels and commanding officers of tho sevejal Regi- 
ments; arrange them agreeable to the above direction, and 
make report thereof, that orders mny issue accordingly. 

The commanding officers of the Regiments upon the 
naw establishment are, each of them, to apply to Commis- 
smy Cheever, to-morrow moruing, for one barrel of pow- 
dor, with a proportionable quantity of ball and cartridge- 

aper, which they are to order to be immediately made up 
if oartridges, and put up in a proper manner, according to 
the directions Commissary Cheever will give. This am- 
munition the commanding oflicers are to keep in a safe 
sl Under thoir immediate caro, to be ready to be de- 
ivered when ogeasion may call for its being distributed. 

A. General Court-Mantial to sit to-morrow morning, in 

Cambridge, to try such prisoneis as shall be brought before 
them, All evidences, and persons concerned, to sitend 
the Court. The Court to assemble at Mr, Pomeroy's, at 
ten in the forenoon. ? 


Hond-Quartors, Cambtldgo, Februdry 8, 1776, 
‘(Parole, St, Eustatia.) (Couttersign, Mason.) 
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ADDRESS OF THE MAGISTRATES, HYG, OF BANQUITAR, 
Lo the King’s Most Hacellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Magistrates, Common Coun- 
ctl, Burgesses, and Inhabitants of the Town and Burgh 
of Sanquuan, 

Mosr Gracious Sovenmian: We, your Majesty’s most 
dutiful and loyal subjects, the Magistratos, Common Coun- 
cil, Burgesses, and Inhabitants of the Town and Burgh of 
Sanguiar, beg leave, on tho present critical and important 
conjimeture, to addiess the ‘Throne, with hearts deeply son~ 
sible of tho many invaluable blessings wo enjoy as British 
subjects, and to assure you Majesty of our inviolable pt- 
tnchmont to your sacred person and Government. 

Gonvingad that the dignity of the Crown, and tho 
styength and prosperity of the British Empire must dopond 
on the firm and vigorous maintenance of the constitutional 
authority of Parliament over every pit of yqur Majesty’s 
dominions on the part of Administiation, and a respectful 
aud universal subordination on tho part of the s@#pjoct, we 
cannot behold, without the warmest indignation and reprety. 
that spirit of independence and unjustifiable opposition to 
the supreme power of the British Legislatua, which hath 
for some time prevailed amongst a considerable number of 
you Majesty’s subjects in America, and which at last hath 
noke out into open acts of hostility and rebellion 3 n spirit 
which, if not timeously and eflectually checked, bids fair 
to unhinge our oxcellent Constitution, and to prove fatal to 
tho commercial interests of thesa Kingdoms. 

We abhor tho seditious principles of the authors and 
abettors of this unnatmal rebellion. We detest their viows, 
and the excerable monsues they me pursuing to necom~ 
plish them, We are shocked at the shamofil prostitution 
of tho sacred names of religion and liberty for put poses evi- 
dently subversive of both, We commisorate the unhappy 
situation of the deluded multitude, whose alloginnce nnd 
attachment to Government have been industriously do» 
bauched hy designing and desperate men. We sympathize 
with our auiiablo Soversign, whose paternal heart muat 
bleed ovor his froward and obstinately disobedient children. 
Wo feal for our country, and ciead tho consequences to our 
posterity. It is our ardent wish, thorefore, that the melan- 
choly breach may bo speedily closed, and that publick 
tranquillity, union, and mutual confidence, in avery part of 

ow Majosty’® dominions, may be soon established on tho 
asting foundations of justica and sound policy. 

Wo cheerfully confide in your Royal wisdom, and in the 
wisdom of Parliament, that every necessary and constitte 
tional measuro will bo conceited and vigorously executed 
for efloctuating those important onds; and wo are proud on 
this acoasion to join the rest of our loyal fellow-subjects in 
assuring your Majesty that wo are heartily disposed to stand 
by our Sovereign and tho Constitution, with our lives and 
fortunes, in opposition to ol] dhe machinations and treabon- 
able practices of rebollious subjeats, as woll ag the attanpts 
of forcign foes. x 

That Almighty Glod may long preserve your Majogty’s 
sacicd life for a blessing to these lands; nad that tho de- 
scendants of the same Royal family, which at present fills 
the Throne with so much dignity, may sway the British 
scoptre over a fyec, a united, a loyal and virtuous people, 
to intent POmety, is the ardent prayor of 


Signed at Sanguhar, upon tho 10th day of February, 
b 
1776, by Roserr Wiianan, Prevost. 
James Crrciron, Dean of Guild, + 
Joun Lormeun, 
“ Kepw’p Wrrnenteron, > Baillics. 


Winitas Jonneron, 
Jos, Maxwenn, Zheasurer, 
Joun Tuomson, Minister, 
Nonrru-Canoura, gs. 
By Wis Excellency Josian Mawnw, [ts Majesty's Cape 
tain-General, Governor, and Commander-tnechiof; tn 
and over the said Province, ay 


A Procramarron, 


Whereas a most daring, hovrid, and unnatural Rebellion 
has been exerted in tho Provinco against His, Majesty, 
Government, hy the base and insidious artifice of SARE 
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traitorous, wicked, and designing men, and the same is now 
openly avowed and declared, and actually threatens the sole 
subversion of the laws and Constitution of the said Pro- 
vince, and the liberties and privileges of His Majesty’s sub- 
jects, inhabitants thereof, J have thought fit to issue this 
Proclamation, hereby to signify to all [lis Majesty’s liege 
subjects within this Province, that I find it necessary, for 
the safety and preservation of the rights, civil and reli- 
gious, and for tho maintenance of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment against the said desperate, unnatural Rebellion, to 
erect His Majesty’s Royal standard, and to collect and unite 
the force of His Majesty’s people under the same, for the 
purpose of resisting and subduing, with the assistance of 
the Almighty, the said impious and unnatural Rebellion, 
and to restore the just rights of His Majesty’s Crown and 
Government, and the Jiberties of his people; and I do, 
heieby, exhort,rrequire, and command, in the King’s name, 
all His Majesty’s faithful subjects, on their duty and alle- 
giance, ee to repair to the Royal standard, hereby 
promising ahd assuring every aid, encouragement, and sup- 
“port to all such as shall come to vindicate and support tho 
violated laws and Constitution of their country ; at the sanio 
time pronouncing all such Rebels as will not join the Royal 
banner, Rebels and Tinitors 3 their lives and propeities to 
he forfeited. All such as will join shall be forgiven any 
past offences, even admitting they had taken up arms, 
not doubting that every man who knows the value of free- 
dom and the blessings of a British subject, will join his 
heart and hand to restore to bis country that most glorious, 
free, and happy Constitution and form of Government, 
which the most desperate and abandoned Traitors only can 
wish to disturb or altor; or, in times of danger, like the 
present, lorbear to hazard every thing that is dear to sup- 

ort it. i 
Given under iny hand and seal-at-arms, on board His 
Majesty’s Sloop Scorpion, in Cape-Fear River, this 10th 
day of January, 1776, and in the sixteenth year of His 
Majesty's reign. Jostan Marcin, 
God save the King. 


Ilis Excellency Josrau Mannin, §e., §e., Se. 


To Allen MeDonald, Donald McDonald, Alexander Me- 
Leod, Donald McLeod, Aleaander MeLean, Allen 
Stewart, William Campbell, Alocander McDonald, and 

«Neal MaArthur, Esquires, of the County of Cunder- 
land and Anson; John Pile, Esquire, of the Gounty 
of Chatham; William Fields, James Hunter, Robert 
Fields, Jeremiah Fields, and Saymore York, Esquires, 

- of the County of Guilford; Michael Holt and James 
“Munroe, Esquives, of the County of Orange; Paul 
\ Barringer, of the County of Mecklenburgh ; William 

1 Spurgian, William Bryan, Samuel Bryan, and Mat- 

thias Sapping field, Esquires, of the County of Rowan ; 
Gideon Trig ht and James Glyn, Wsquires, of the Coun- 
ty of Surry; and Philemon Lawicins, Sen., and Phile~ 
‘mon Hawkins, Jun., Esquires; of the County of Bute, 

' @reeting : 

‘I, xéposing especial tiust and confidence in your loyalty, 
courage, prudence, and fidelity, do, by virtue of the pow- 
ers and authorities in me vested by [is Majesty, hereby 
conimissionate, authorize and empower you, whose names 
are above waitten, and each and every of you, to erect the 
King’s standard, and to raise, levy, muster, and array in 
arms, all His Majesty’s loyal and faithful subjects within 

our respective Counties, or in any pait or parts of this’ 
 pavinoe; who are willing and ready to repair to the Royal 
banner, for the support of the laws and Constitution thereof, 
against the most horrid and unnatural rebellion that has 
heen excited therein by traitorous, wicked, and designing 
men, and now threatens the subversion of His Majesty's 

Government, and the utter destruction of the rights and 
‘liberties of Etis Majesty’s people, And I hereby give and 
grant to you power and authority to form the forces you 
shall so raise, into companies of filly men ench, and to ap- 
point one Captain, one Lieutenant, and one Ensign, to 
every company so formed, whose appointment, as well as 
this commission, shall be good, vtilid and effectual, during 
‘my pleasure; and I do, hereby, give to you, and every of 
you, full power and authority to seize and take whatsoever 
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may be necessary of arms, ammunition, provisions, horses, 
and carriages, for the subsistence and accominotationa! His ” 
Majosty’s faithful subjects, whom you shall assemble in 
tums for the puipose afoiesaid, you giving receipts for the 
same, or keeping account thereof, that satisfaction may be 
made to the owner or owners, if they are not engaged in 
rebellion. And I do, hereby, give to each and every of 
you, all power and authority to resist and oppose all Rebels 
and Traitors against Tis Majesty and his Government by 
force and aims, and to apprehend, seize, and detain them, 
their accomplices and abetters; and you me hereby re- 
quired immediately, and with all possible secrecy, to con- 
cert a place of general 1endezyous for your forces, thence 
to maich in a body, by such route as you shall judge pro- 
per, to Brunswick, so ordering your movements that you 
may seach that town on the 15th of February, next ensu- 
ing, making ptisoners in your way all such persons as you 
know to be principals or active in rebellion, taking all pos- 
sible care that women and children are unmolested; that 
no ciuelty, whatever, be committed to sully the arms and 
honour of Britons and fieemen, employed in the glorious 
and tighteous cause of rescuing and delivering their coun~ 
try fiom the usurpation of rebellion, and that no violence 
be done against the laws of humanity but what resistance 
shall make necessary, to the end that the people who have 
been deluded: into rebellion may be made sensible it is His 
Majesty’s most gracious and Royal intention, and my ear 
nest desire, to reclaim them to a proper sense of thoir duty 
and obedience to lawful Government, without involving the 
country in the horiors of war, if, by timely and dutiful sub- 
mission, they make such extremities avoitlable. 

And whereas, there may be many of [lis Majesty’s faith’ 
ful subjects in this Province, whose morits and influence 
may qualify them to take part in the execution of this 
Commission, whom I have omitted for want of knowledge 
of them, and their principles and their good disposition, 1 do,* 
hereby, give full power and authority to you who are herein 
named, to join with you in the execution of the powers 
granted by this Commission, every such person or persons 
as you shall deem worthy of such high ust and conlidence, 
hereby declaring that each and overy such person as you 
shall think fit to join with you in the execution of these 
presents, shall have equal power and authority as if they 
were herein particularly named, in pursuance of the trust 
reposed jn you. 

Given under my hand and seal-nt-arms, on bonrd His Ma- 
jesty’s Sloop Scorpion, in Capo-ear River, this 10th day 
of January, 1776, and in the sixteenth year of Elis Majos«: 


Fiat 
ty’s reign. Jostau Manrin, 


Rowan County, 33. 

This day cameJohn Reynolds before me, one of His Ma- 
jesty’s Justices assigned to keop the poace for said County, 
and being duly sworn, made oath, that he, this deponent, 
heard papers :ead in the camp of H4lliam Fields, to be of the 
same impoit, and, to the best of his knowledga, in the same 
words of the within; and that he heard, from the oflicers 
and men, declared free plunder wherever they wont. 

Joun Reynouns, 

Sworn to before me, this 10th day of Febyucry, 1776, ° 

Joun Onrpranr, 


By His Excellency Brigadier-Gencral Donan McDdt 
NALD, Commander of His Majesty’s Forces Jor the titié 
being, in Nowru-Carorina 


A Manivzsro, a 


Whereas, I have received information that many of His 
Majesty’s faithful subjects haye been so far overcome by 
apprehensions of danger, as to fly bofore Lis Majesty’s, 
Army as from the most inveterate enemy ; to remove which, 
as far as Jies in my power, | have thought it poper to pubs, 
lish this Manifesto, declaring that 1 shall take the prepa = 
step? to prevent any injury being done, eithor to ther es 
son or properties of His Majesty’s subjects j' and -J/dd tuk? 
ther declare it to be my determined resolution, thateno Wor 
lence shall be used to women and children, as viewing such. 
outrages to be inconsistent with humanity, aml ag tending, 
in theiy consequences, to sully (he,arag of Aritons and of 
soldiers. . 
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. J, therefore, in His Majesty’s name, genorally invite 
avery avell-wisher to that faim of Govoroment under which 
they have so happily lived, and which, if justi considered, 
ought to'bo esteamed the bost buth-right of Britons and 
Americans, to 1epair to His Majesty’s Royal standard, 
erecta at Cross- Creek, where they will meet with every 
possiblo civilty, and be ranked in the list of fiends and 
fellow-soldiais, engaged in the best and most glovious of all 
equses, supporting tho rights and Constitution of their coun- 
tly. Those, theiefore, who have been under the unhappy 
necessity of submitting to the mandutes of Congress and 
Committees—those lawless, usurped, and arbinary tibu- 
nals—will have an opportunity, (by joining tho King’s 
Army,) to restoie peace and tranquillity to this distracted 
land—to open ugain tho glorious stroams of commerce—to 
partake of the blessings inseparoble fiom a regular adminis- 
tration of justice, and bo again reinstated in the favomable 


rie ris ae, 
opinion of their Sovereign. Donan» McDonar.* 


Ry Lis Excallency’s command: 
Kenn. McDonann, P. S. 


By Wis Eveellency Biigadicr-General Donaun Mo- 
Donaun, of His Majesty's Forces, for the time being’, 
in Nowrn-Canouma: 


A Manivesro. 


Wharens, powers and authority havo been invested in 
mo, to anay in ams Tfis Majesty's loyal subjects in this 
Province, 1 hereby command all Lis Majesty’s loyal poo- 
ple to repair to tho Royal banner, agreeable to the Go- 
yernour’a Royal Proclamation of dato the 10th day of 
January last.” Tdo hereby declayo it is my intention, that 
no violation whatever sliall be offed to women, children, 
or private property, to sully the arms of Britons or frec~ 
mon, omployed in the glorious and righteous cause of ras~ 
oning and dolivoring this country fiom the usurpation of 
robellion, and that uo cruelty whatovor be offered against 
the laws of lmmanity, but what resistance shall make ne~ 
cessary ; and that whatever provisions und othor necessaries 
be takan for the troops, shall ba paid for immediately ; and 
in cago any person, ot parsons, shall offer the least violence 
to tho families of such as will join the Royal standard, such 
person, or persons, may depend that retaliation will be 
mada; the horrors of such proceedings, it is hoped, will 
be avoided by all wue Christians, 

Given under my hand and seal, this fifth day of Febru- 


ary, 1776. Dowany MoDonany. 


Rowan County: 

* This day came John Reynolds before mo, one of His 
Majosty’s Justices assigned to keep the poaco for said 
Cotinty, and boing duly sworn upon the Holy Wvangolists 
af Almighty God, made oath, that on Tuesday Inst, in 
Wields’s Camp, at Dillos, he, this doponent, heard H4llam 
Spufgian toad a paper of the same purport, and, to the 
best of his iueelodsty in the same words, of the within 


wien Joun Reyyoups, 


Sworn and signed, this 10th day of Pebruary, Anno 
* Domini 1776, before me. Joun Oxtprant, 
oo 


<>) MARYLAND COUNOIL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAIN NATHANIEL 
RAMSAY. 

(No. 11] Annapolis, Fobrunry 10, 1776, 
Sin: We aro advised by a letter, which Mr. Chase fa- 
voyred us with fiom Charlestown, tho 2d instant, that you 
% ean procure nbout the quantity of ono hundred and forty 
pode of country cloth at about cight shillings per yard ; and 
_ lirfeny CeQuntry made,) fiom two shillings and four ponce 
to two abillings and eight pence, fit and proper for hunting- 


* Brigadior,Gonoral Dounld MeDonald was in robollion in tho your 
L7AS, ayaisiat hla Lewfyl sovoroign, and hondod many of tho sumo olan 
and nanto, Who are now hie fullowers, ‘I'hinse onuigrants, from the cha. 
rity and Lonavolonae of the Assambly of Nov th-Carolina, rocelvad ary 
poouniaty contributions, and, lo enpaurage thom in making Uhoir settle. 
monta, wore oxomplad from the paymont of taxon for saveral yours. 
It fea fret, that numbore of that ungrateful people, who have been 
latoly in arms, whon thoy arnyod in Curnlind, wore without the uecos- 
sarlea of life—thoir passage oven paid by the vtintilable contributions 
of the inhabitants, ‘They have sites, undor evory oncouragomont tlint 
tha Provinea of North-Carolina could afford, thom, wpquirad fortunos 
yory rapidly, ond thus thoy requite thoir bonefuctors. Vd. Guat ! 


a 
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shirts, sufficient for your company. ‘Cho cloth wo re- 
quest you will immediately purchase for tho use of tho 
Provinces, unless, fiom its nariowness, you should think it 
donrer than broadcloth of equal quality, at filteon shillings, 
cmroney, per yard ; and if the linew should exceed ozna+ 
buighs in width, so as to reduce the price nearly to that 
of two shillings per yard, we would have you buy the 
linen also, ag we presume it is superior to osnaburghs, and 
as wo would give the preference to what is manufactured 
among ourselves, where we can do it consistently with the 
relation in which wo stand to tho publick. The money 
shall be cither transmitted you by the fiist safe conveyange 
you may appiize us of, afer we nie fuimished with the 
amount of those articles, or paid to your order, as shall be 
most agiceablo to you. Colone) Smallwood will direct 
what shall be done with the cloth and linen, and we think 
you had better defer making them upefor your men, until 
you hear fiom him. ” 

We have diawn an oidor on the ‘Cieasnrer ip favour of 
My. Gassaway, for the sum of thity pounds currency, as 
you requested, And aro, sir, yours, &o, 


Lo Captain Nathaniel Ramsay, 


} 


MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SATRTY VO BT. MARY'S COUNTY 
COMMITEE. 
(No. 13.3 Annapolis, Fabuary 10, 1776, 
Grerrmaun: Wo request that you will immediately 
send to the Council of Safely, at Annapolts, what gun- 
locks you have in your County belonging to the Province. 
We aro, &o. 


EDMUND PENDLETON TO MARYLAND COUNOM, OF SAPDIY: 
Walhamaburgh, Mabruary 10, 1776, 


Guurinucn : Wo think it our indispensable duty to ins 
form you, thata filly gun man-of-war is pot ariived, and 
lying with the King/isher, and sevoral tandars, off Olds Fort 
Point, below Hampton. What ship, or from whence she 
came, wo have not yet discovered, : 

We are, with gront rogard, gontlemen, your most obex 
dient servants, 

By order of the Committoo; Ennunn Pennurron, 


To tho Honougable Council of Safety. 


0. Fy WEISUNTHAL 20 MARYLAND COUNOIT OF SAFUTY, 
Baltimoyg-Vown, Fubraw y 10, 1776, 
Gonvissen: According to your orders, I have oxami- 
ned and received into my cme the medicines and shop of 
Doctor Stenhouse, for the uso of the troops, the invoice of 
which 1 have thought requisite to enclose for your oxami- 
nation, ‘Lhe medicines ara all of good quality, and saleable 
in case they should not he wanted. ‘I'he price is less than 
what medicines at present sell for, and that considerabla, 
1 thought it was necessary to take the whole shop, with its 
furniture, not only becnuso the drugs must bo contained in 
something, but more particular, that they can be kept ina 
proper order and regulavity, since, a3 they must oceasion- 
ally be divided, thore Sushi to be a propor repository for 
the whole. ‘This furniture has increased tho sum to more 
than was at first expected; it is still as salenblo as the rest 
of the medicines, hero are but few drugs which ura use~ 
less for the army, and some are in a greater quantity then 
what we may, for tho picsent, want, which can serve to 
exchange for others which we may want in future. Ihave 
Kkowisa taken some nocassary surgeon’s instruments, which 
likewise enhance the sum. Upon the whole, it is my opi- 
nion, that if the war should continue, nnd, consoquontly, aur 
uoops take tho ficld, we shall find abundant use for these 
medicines, and not have enough; but, should we be ao 
happy as to conclude a ponce, and not want many of the 
medicines, thoy will always bring the monay laid oyt; 
again, another consideration is, that the ship Defence will 
most cortainly want a considerable chost, and as it can be 
supplied from this shop, will take off a good deal thereof, 
T have the honour to bo, with duo respect, gentlemen, 
your most obedient, humblo servant, 
: a C.F, Waisenraan, 
To the Honourable Major Jenifer, President of tha'Gaute 
eil of Safety, Eg Eat abe 
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GEORGE DASHIELL AND WILLTAM HORSEY TO MARKLAND 
1 COUNCIL OF SAFRTY, 
: Somorsot County, Fubruary 10, 1776, 
Gayrirwen: The_enclosed certificate serves to inform 
you, that the company to which Mr. George Hailes was 
appointed Captain, by the Convention, has been displeased 
at their not having been previously informed of that ap- 
pointment, that they might have had an opportunity of 
re-electing their officers, to fill up the vacancy in the com- 
anys 
We are to inform you that Captain Wiles has declined 
to act in that station, aud the company have chose their 
officers by ballot, as will appear by the enclosed certificate, 
As it appears inconsistent to 1ank those gentlemen in bat- 
talion, with the officers who aie honoured with commissions 
by the Convention, befote they receive their commissions, 
(or, in fact, that they cannot, we presume, exercise in 
battalion befére they 1eceive commissions, it becomes our 
duty to asapaint you, that we apprehend the granting com- 
missions to the gentlemen mentioned in this certificate 
would have a good tendency, as it would enable us to ex- 
ercise them in battalion, and we have reason to believe it 
will prevent a dissolution of the company, 
e@ have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obe- 


i rvant 
dient, humble servants, Gronan Dasnmuty 


Wiutram Lorsny. 
‘Po the Council of Safety. 

Cortificate.—On tho 9th February, 1776, we happened 
at a Militia company, to which George MWailes was ap- 
pointed Captain by the Convention, where a cliscontent 
appeared among the whole company, upon which Captain 

ailes vesigned his commission, and the company pio- 
coeded to choose, by ballot, their officers; who woie, Robert 
Hitch, Captain; Jacob Beall, First Lieutenant; Dhomas 
Humphreys, Second Lieutenant; and George Tull, Ensign. 
We being, by the company, appointed to receive the bal- 
Yots and attend to the election, do certify that the above- 
mentioned gentlemen were duly appointed officers by the 


ballots of the people. ‘Uni Fonnae, 
Roserr Dasurcu, 


SAMUEL BARRETT TO MARYLAND COUNCIS OF SAFLTY, 
4 ¥Fredorloktown, Fobruary 10, 1776, 

‘Genrnemen : I had the honour to receive from the De- 
legates of the freemen of this Province, a commission as 

Captain of one of the Independent Companies in the regu- 
lar service. No one would be mote happy than myself in 
the acceptance of it, had the gentlemen who were appoint- 
ed Lieutenants been known to the men I would wish to 
cerry into action. 

«Jt is twenty years since I fist had the honour to com- 
mand a company in defenco of my country. Since that 
time T have commanded many. And being apprehensive 
vat the beginning of this unbappy, ciuel, and unnatural con- 
test between the mother country and her Colonies, that I 
might be once more called on to stand forth in defence of 
sour liberties, 1 had fiequently conversed with and informed 
my Militia company, and many otheis of my neighbour- 
shood and acquaintances, that it was highly probable I might 
aguin solicit them to follow me to the field of battle. They, 
in the genegal, most cheerfully agreed to march whenever 
I should call ou them; but, as it was possible I might fall 
if we went into action, they desiied that two gentlemen, 
which they had agreed on, might be appointed Lieutenants; 
and, as it had been customary with me to nominate the sub- 
yalterng, L promised that those gentlemen (did I accept of 
ta commission) should be my Lieutenants, and had wrate to 
(Mr. Johnson, while at the Convention, mentioning the 
names of the gentlemen, and informing him of my pro- 
mises; but, unfortunately, my letter miscarried. 

One of those gentlemen was a Lieutenant of mine in a 
late expedition against the Judians, who bebaved himself 
much to the satisfaction of my company, as well as to my- 
sell, 

I have come this far in consequence of a letter from Mr. 
Johnson, who enclosed my contmission, with an intent to 
accept it, and to return and inlist a company of riflemen, 
which I Matter myself I could have done, at farthest, in a 
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week, not knowing but my letter had got safe to hand, and 
the Lieutenants (if appointed at all by the Convantion) 
were the gentlemen I had mentioned. From this disap+ 
pointment, after my engagements, I am reduced to a disa- 
greeable necessity of betraying the confidence of my com- 
pany and fiends, or to reject the acceptance of my commis- 
sion, To do either is highly disticssing ; but, as one must 
be done, and it is too probable [ may be much wanting in 
our own part of the country, upon a similar occasion, L must 
beg you will appoint some gentleman to command in mys 
stead. 

My tesignation, I hope, will by no one be imputed to a: 
thirst after a more honomable appointment than my pigsent. 
lam teady and willing, whenever my country’s cause de- 
mands it, to march with my rifle in the ranks, whenever I 
ain commanded, I am actuated solely by the reasons 
above assigned, nor could any thing but a bicach of confi- 
dence with my friends pievent my acceptance of the ap- 
pointment with which 1 have been honoured, 

Lam, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Samue, Barrett. 
To the Council of Sufety of Maryland. 


SAMUEL CHASE TO DANIEL OF ST, TILOMAS JENIFER, 
Philadolphin, February 10, 1776. 

Dean Sm: Enclosed you receive a proposal to furnish 
our troaps with the new invented knapsack and haversacl, 
and of cartouch-boxes, &c. Ss 

The blockade of Quebeck is continued. .4inold has 
seven hundied men with him; daily aids aro going, Ie 
expects to tako tho command in six weeks. No nows of 
consequence, 


Your obedient servant, Siuuat: Cinen 


To tho Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jeni far, Usq. 


CONGRESS OF NEW-JURSEY TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESSs 


(Road Fobrunry 13 —Roforred to Mr, Smith, Mv, Bartlett, and Mr. 
Adums.) 


In Proymeial Congioas, Now-Joraoy, Brunswick, 
February 10, 1776, : 

GentLemen: Sensible of the importanco that tho bat- 
talions raised in this Provineo should be as spéedily ag pos- 
sible fuinished with arms, we collected, for the supply, of 
the First and Second Battalions, all the arins fit for hes ice 
that could be obtained in this Province. Wo have, there- 
fora, no resoures of providing arms for the Third Battalion, 
but from our own manufactories or importation. [low soon - 
they can bo manufactured is uncortain, and we have no 
present picenest of receiving them fiom abioad ; but, being 
informed that two thousand stand have been lately import- 
ed, and that they are within your disposal, we should bo 
glad that part of thom may be ordered for tho use of the 
‘Thid Battalion, unloss some more immedia(o publick ger- 
vice calls for them. * 

We beg leave to propose, whether it would not be ,ad- 
visable to clothe the battalion now raising in uniform, 
deducting the expense attending its aut of the men’s 
wages. 

We are informed that considerable quantities of powder 
are lately artived, and it being probable that the assistance 
of the Militia of this Province may be speedily wanted, for + 
the defence of this, or a neighbouring Colony, we iequést * 
the favour of your assistance in supplying us with ten tons 
of gunpowder, and twenty tons of lead, or‘as much as may 
be spared. 

On a requisition from Lord Stirling, the Commitice of 
Elizabethtown have furnished him with six thousand car~ 
tridges, Somerset County four quorter-casks of powder, , 
Woodbridge a considerable quantity, and Brunswick one 
hundred and fifty weight of lead. 2 

Our Militia are very illy supplied with ammunition; th 
whg have given the above supphes to Lord Stérdé 
therefore, very desirous that they may be ips 
replaced, : 

By order of Congress : 

T am, gentlemen, your obedient ¥¢ 
Samczn Myckes 


To the Honourable Comsidengil Ost gee 
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ELIZABETHTOWN (NEW-JEASEY) CONMITTED TO PRESIDENT 

oF cONOKnSS. 
(Road Fobrumy 14, 1776.) 
Elizabethtown, Fobruary 10, 1776, 
* Sir: Lam ordered by the Committee of Elizabethtown, 
to acquaint the Congiess of the capture and state of the 
ship Bluc-Mountain- Valley, now lying at Elizabethtown 
Point, and to desire patoulee directions from the Congress, 
what ig to bo done with the said ship, cargo, officeis and 
seamen, 

On Monday, the 22d of January, between eleven and 
twelve o'clock, Lord Stiiding, with about thiity men of 
his regiment, being near all that wore then armed at this 
place, the rest being at Long-Island, set out for Amboy on 
a serious enterprise. In the evening of the samo day, an 
express arrived in this town, with a letter directed to Lord 
Stirling, and, in his absence, to the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of this place, informing that an armed vessel, witha 
detachinent of marines and seamen, was sent off fiom New- 
Yorie that day from tho ships-of-war in New- Yori, to the 
transport-ship. 

On the Chnirman’s receipt of this letter, he immediately 
called the Committee; which met about six o'clock in the 
evening, and from the letter and exptess, collected and 
scoalube that Lord Sterling left this ea with an inten- 
tion to procure a vessel at Amboy, and go in quest of the 
transport-ship, which he then thought was in a dofenveless 
condition, not knowing of the reinforcement sent from New- 
York, and that if the intolligence should :each him that 
night, ho would not be able to procura yessols and nssis- 
tance in season at Amboy to secure success, and might be 
ropulsod with loss, On which tho Committes resolved to 
sénd a dotachment of ong hundied volunteers, in three or 
four boats, by the*tway of tho Narrows, to take, or assist 
Lord Stirking to tal, the aimed vessel or transport, of 
whioh thoy immediately notified Lod String by an ox- 
pross; and (o encourage volunteers to enter, assaiad thom 
they should share of tho prize, or prizes, according to tho 
rogulations that wero, or abel be mado by tho Continen- 
til Camron Volunteers were soon procured, and fur- 
nisted by the Commitice with ammunition, provision, and 
what attns wore wanting; of tho townsinon, about eighty, 
and of tho Continental troops, about thirty. ‘The Com- 
mittee also procured three boats, and fitted them in the 
best manner the night and hurry would admit of. Bo- 
tiveen twelve and one o’clock at night, the armament was 
roady to sail, but on account of the tide and ice, they could 
not proceed by the oe of the Narrows; they, thoreforo, 
set out with a fair wind by tho way of Amboy, whore they 
stopped, and called upon Lord Stirling, who, with a boat 
by him procured for the purposo, and about forty of his 
régiment, set out with thon in quest of the ship and armed 
vogsel, At sunriso, from the mast-bead they descried the 
ie at sca, stood for, mot and boarded her, without oppo- 
sNigh, at ton o’dlock in the morning; thoy found her to 
bee ee from London, with coals, porter, potatoes, 
hogs, thd horse-benns, designod for the Ministerial oops 
at Boston, commanded by John LI. Dempster, brother to 
George Dempster, member of Parliament lor Dundee, &c., 
in Scotland. But the armed vessel, by great good fortuno, 
sved herself by returning to New- Yord¢, not having disco- 
vored the ship, to the great disappointment of our peoplor 
Lord Stirling gave the command of tho ship to Mr. Rogers, 
a sea-captain, with orders to proceed for this place, but 
Being detained by tide and contrary winds on Heitnarday 
near Amboy, the Committee being apprehensive of an at- 
tempt by the man-of-war to retake her, on Wednesday 
pening sent a reinforcement, of about eighty men, to 
Bebre her aguinst any such attompt, and on Lriday she ar- 
rived int anléty at Elizabethtown Point, whore she romained 
uiider the’ care of Lord Stirling, guarded by some of the 
troops undér his commard until Tuesday Inst, when he and 
his troops were ordered to New-York, since which timo 
she hath been, and How is undor the care of the Commit- 
toc. By order of Lord’ Stirling, and the Committee,*tho 
porter and beans are stored, the sails and rigging aro talen 
on shore, The potatdes, which are chiefly rotton, and 
goal, remain on board the ship.’ Tho Captain and seamen 
remain prisoners at large in this ton. The Committee 
A ligiey Lord Stirling would have, befoyo Ubis time, pto- 
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cured the particular directions of tha Congress for the cis- 
position of the ship and cargo, but in this they aro disap- 
pointed, and ovory thing rospecting the ship is in suspense. 

‘ho hogs remaining, being only seven, (out of eighty,) and 
the remnining potatoes, thoy have concluded to sell. “‘T'ho 
coal is in gicat demand for making of arms, and is liable 
to be destroyed with tho ship, by an armod force which 
may bo despatched privately in the night from New- York, 
which is but about fourteen miles distance, ‘Phe seamen, 
who aro boarded out by tho Committeo, are uneasy, and 
soliciting the Committee for their wages, which, they say, 
were promised by Lord Stirling, ‘Che Captain is anxious 
to know how long lie is to bo detained, and the Commitica 
are desirous that he may be soon dismissed, and be at lie 
beity to return home and inform his friends and country- 
men of the usago he has received fiom the Americans, 
This, sit, is the state of affaits relating to the store-ship 
callod tho Blwe-Mountain- Valley, taken and brought to 
this place. : 

The Committes earnestly request that the Céhgrass will 
inunediataly take the same into consideration, and sill fully 
determine in what mannat tha said ship and cargo shall be 
disposed of, and that thoy will very speedily give directions 
particularly for the same, That if the Cohgress shall de- 
termine that the ship and cargo, ot any part thereof, shall 
be distributed among the captors, that they will order very 
particularly the manner and proportion of such distribution, 
for which purposo a list of the officers and men, as near ag 
the Connmitiea can find, is enclosed. The Comimittue aro 
also desirous, that tha Congress will determine what is to 
bo done with the Captain, officers, and seamen, bolonging 
to the said ship, and also, tospecting their privato proparty 
duo. A bill of tho wages is enclosed, Tho Committee 
are informed, and believe, that Lord Stirding, soon after 
taking the ship, assured tho Captain and men, that thelr 
property, then on board, should be restorer to them, and 
that they should receive all their wages that wero then duo. 
The Captain’s adventure amounts to about one hundred and 
twenty pounds sterling, sixty pounds of which are insured. 
The Committes do not know whother that sun should 
bo allowed him, or whethor ho should be referred for the 
same to the insurers in England, They dasire direction 
from the Congress. Hore is also onclosed a copy of tho bill 
of lading of the ship’s cargo, which, among other things, 
proves the ship’s destination, 

The Committee desire you will bo pleased to lay this 
matter before the Congress immediately, and hasten an 
answer as soon as possible, 

Tam, with tho greatest esteom, sir, your most obediont, 


humblo sorvant, 
} Ronen Oonen, 


Chairman of the Commitice of Wizabethtown, 


To tho Honourablo John Hancock, Raq., Chairman of the 
Congress, 


P. 8. Sinco writing the above, the Committee have re~ 
ceived from Lord Stirling a copy of the resolves of Coti« 
gross, of the 29th of January Inst, relating to the ship Blue» 
Mountain- Valley ; but, as they then did not fully deter. 
mino tho mattor, they, therefore, bog the Congress will 
now rosume tle consideration, and send their particular 
detorminations on each head, which will be choerfully subs 
mitted to, and give full sutisfaction to all concerned, ‘ 


. 

An Account of Mages due to the Captain, Officers, Sea- 
men, &e., of the Buun-Mounvatn-Vauuuy, from the 
time of thetr coming on board, in the river Thana, 
until the arrival of the Ship at Ruzanerwrown, 


1. J. PY. Dempster, from the 1st of October fou de 

until the 25th of January, at 8 sterling 

per month, » = *« «= - » «= 5 - 80 8 0 
2 Chiof Mate, from 26th of September until 

the 25th January, at £3 Bs, por month, 180 0 
8. Sccond Mate, from 20th of Nepiemberuntil + 

the 26th of January, at 40s, per month, 8 6 7 
4. Third Mate, from Ist of October until tho 

25th of January, at 81s. per month, - 6 18 6: 
5, Carpenter, from 25tlPof September until ; 

the 26th January, at £3 5s, per month, 181 0 “0 

" ' a F 
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> 6, Boatswain, flom Ist of October until the 


25th of January, at 40s. per month, — - 


712 0 


‘7. Stewart, from 1st of October until the 25th 

of January, at 84s. per month, - - ~ 6 18 0 
8 James McKinnon, Seaman, fiom 25th of 

September until the 25th of January, at 

Sls. permonth, - - - - = + = 6 4 0 
9, Alexander TVatson, for samotime, - - 6 4 0 
10, George Wilson, for same time, - - - 6 4 0 
IL, James Brice, Boy, for four months, - - 5 8 0 


12, Emanuel Patterson, from 10th of Octo- 

ber until the 25th of January, at 81s. per 
' month, - 5 
13. Nicholas Eliat, for same time, - - - 5 
14, Caligan Bastian, for same time,- - - 5 


: £123 8 7 





+ 
The above petsons are nll that did belong to the ship 
Blue-Mo®rain- Valley, wvo apprentices excepted, they 
drawing no wages from the ship. 
The Captain says that thee has been paid to the sail- 
ors, of the above amount, £28 6s, Td. 


Shipped, by the Grace of God, in good order and well- 
conditioned, by Mure, Son, and Atkinson, by order of the 
right honourable the Lords Commissioners of [is Majosty’s 
Treasury, in and upon the good ship called the Blue- 
Mountain« Valley, whereof is Mastor, under God, for this 
present voyage, John IZ, Dempster, and now riding at an- 
chor in the river Thames, and, by God's grace, bound to Bos- 
ton, one hundred dnd seven and a quarter chaldrons of coals ; 
one hundred butts of porter, branded * Calvert ;” ono hun- 

.dred and twelve anda half quarters of beans; fifteen tons 
twelve hundred weight of potatoes; ten casks of sour-krout ; 
eighty hogs; thirty-five puncheons for water; which are to 
be delivered, in the like good order and condition, (the dan- 
ger of the seas, mortality of the crew, and consumption of 
their provender, only excepted,) unto the Commander-ina 
chief of His Majesty’s fotces in America, or to his order, 
at the aforesaid port of Boston, or at any other port in 
America which he shall direct, free of freight, In witness 
whereof, the master or purser of the said ship hath afliimed 
to four bills of latling, all of this tenouy and date, one of 
which being accomplished, the other three nre to stand 
void,’ And so God send the good ship to'her desired port 
in safely, ‘Amen, 

Dated in London, the 80th day of September, 1775, 


, & List of the Officers and Men, belonging to the Militia 
of Elizabethtown, who entered on board of the different 
shallops as Volunteeis, in order to take the Ship Blue- 
Mountain- Valley, January 22, 1776, under the command 
of Elias Dayton, Colonel: 





Elias Dayton, Colonel, Adam Leo, EBltha Puraone, 

Edward Thomag, Lien. Thomas Quigloy, Daniol . 
tenant-Qolonel, —— Mnearty, Tobort Sponcar, 

Oliver Spencer, Capt, Itomy M. Munagal, William Ramsden, 


William Britton, Oapt,  Prico Pareol, Samuel Sealoy, 





» Francis Barbor, Jive? Barney Oglon, Samuel Lee, 

Lietitenant, Timothy B. Stout, Thomas Hoyt, 

Abron Hatflold, First Josoph Meeker, Jun, Lowis Woodiuft, 
Lieutenant, Goorgo Wecks, Isainh Gray, 

Thomas Morrel, Se. Edward 1 William Livingston,Jt, 
cond Lieutenant, —— Beaty, Broust Livingston, 

Goorge Everson, Quar. Duyid Stewart, John Hondrix, 
termagter, Daniel Crnig, Samuel Morohouso, 


Jacob Carle, 
Bonjamin Woodruff, * 
Jonathan Woodruff, 


Bmith Welfield, Capi. 
Boat, 
“John Thomas, Captain 


Thomas Leg, 
Stephen Wheoler, 
Farrington Price, 


pote ‘ Eljah Woodi uff, Benjamin Hinds, 
ads in Trail, Capt. Boat, Danicl Woodruff, John Gray, 
‘William Bornot, Sur." Aaron Ogdon, James Clonchy, 
Reon, Edward Jonos, John Millor, 
Willium Hoging, Ser. William Olark, John Rungon, 
geant, Jonathan Clark, Nicholas Doane, 


Jonathan Nichols, 
Samucl Mann, 


Mosos Connol, 


David Ross, Sergeant, 
Golfrey Blacknay, 


Wonry Baker, Serg*t, 


Snmvel Sniith, ae Proaman, Timot NY Burns, 
Lowis Blafichard, William Meoker, Simon Simonson, 
Edmund ‘Thomas, Samuel Ogdon, Rishard Milla, 
‘Thomas Blstone, Gabriel Meckor John Millor, 2d, 


Ephraim Marth, Jonathan Piorson, 


The above is a true list, to tlte best of my knowledge 
and belief. Epwarp Tuomas, 


Elizabethtown, February 9, 1776, 
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GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 


[Road Fobruary 21,—Referred to Mr, Wythe, Mr. Harrison, and Mr, 
Adams.] 


Albany, Fobruary 10, 1776, 


T have received no accounts from Canada since I had 
the honour to write you on the 7th instant, The post came 
in yesterday, but had no letters for me. 

Colonel Burrell, who has the command of the Regiment 
raising in Connecticut for the Northein service, advises mo 
that no blankets, and very few arms, ale to be had there, 
These articles, I perceive by the resolutions of Congyess, 
are to be furnished by the respective Colonies who sent 
troops hee; but, as they cannot proceed without these 
aiticles, and several others that they stand in absolute need 
of, I shall supply them, as far as 1 have it in my power, 
and charge the several companies. I have made such ar- 
rangements that there will be no difficulty in making the 
stoppages; and | hope also to get the army in such order 
ag to prevent that horrid confusion of accounts which pre- 
vailed last year, and to introduce a litte mote subordina- 
tion and discipline. I hope none of the officers will re- 
ceive any other commissions than those fiom Congiess, 

Half of the aims of what Pennsylvania woops are yot 
arrived here want repairs. Tam very confident wo shall 
want a consideiuble number. I have, therefore, ordered 
all to be purchased in the vicinity of this place that can be 
procured. i ' 

The Committee of this County, on my,ipplication, have 
recommended to the inhabitants of the several districts to 
forward the troops gratis, ‘The lower districts will bring 
them to this place, and from henco they will be sent on in 
the same way, by others, as far as Fort-George, and pers 
haps to Ticonderoga, This will be of considerable ad- 
vantago to the troops, and a saving to the Continent. 

The men fiom Pareles are greatly infected with 
the venereal disease, Captain Dorsey has left no Jess 
than fourteen in the Hospital. These, with (wo deserted 
between Pennsylvania and this, and seven moro which, | 
am informed, left him on his first day’s march, haya rer 
duced his company to a small body. '¢ 

All the medicines in the [Hospital are nearly expended, 
and Doctor Striger cannot procure any. Is it not pos- 
sible to despatch a small vessel, or two, to Parlucat: or 
the Jslands, for a supply ? 

Woe are greatly at 4 loss for steel ; not an ounce is to be 
had here, My armourers have nearly expended theirs, 
and the blacksmith who goes to the dndians cannot: do 
without it. Could none be sent, by water, from New 
Jersey to Constitution- Fort, (rom whenee what may be 
immediately wanted may be forwarded by land; the rez 
mainder when the river shall open? 

The Indian goods that were sent up me all expended; 
and a very few left of one hundred and seventy pounds’ 
worth, which 1 bought from the Canadian offices at Ti 
conderoga for the troops, and upwards of one hundred 
pounds’ worth from Mr, Brown, of the Massachusetts., 
None are to be had here, and 1 am daily tormented by 
parties of Indians from all quarters. I am apprehensive 
that some Tories encourage them to make spplications,, 
and they are sufficiently inclined to it without being spur- 
red on. If I can convict any person of this crime, 1 
shall do my endeavours to provide him with a lodging in 
Simsbury mines. 1 

A considerable number of the Pennsylvania soldiers 
mutineered. T ordered a Couit-Maitial, and halfa-dozen-oft 
the ringleaders were punished, I hope this will put a stop 
toitin future. They complain of want of pay. 1 wish ah 
account of all: the moneys paid them, and for what was 
transmitted to me, that they may be oliarged with it, and 
their accounts regularly kept, ‘This is very necessary. 

Pray let the Mustermaster be sent up. He may be of 
much service, as I hope we shall have none but Contl- 
nental troops. ' 

After the death of the gallant Macpherson, I appoin #4 
Captain Zenry Livingston my Aid-de-camp. Hewwisliég 
to belong to some regiment as a Field-Oflicers + ;," tay: 

Enclose a paper that was delivered me b: My, i 
a Judge of the Common Pleas in Montrea and mM 
been sent down a prisoner here. 9+! as 

I fear General Wooster pays too{miuglefittent}on (0 the 
advice of Mr. Walker, whe jeg Beer*so' ill used by the 
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King’s officers that his private resentment will hurt our 
cause; and I dare confidently venturo to piopheey, that 
unless a respectable Commitice of Congress be with all 
expedition sent to Canada, our affairs will not only greatly 
suffer, but that, in all probability, wo shall lose the ailec- 
tions of the Canadians. 
The Committee, if any is sont, should bo enabled to live 
vwith that splendour which, with Lrenchmen, creates re~ 
spect. Ido not know how Genoral /ooster lives; but if 
‘he does not, in the country where he is, live at least equal 
to tho utmost of his pay and allowance, ho will not do ho- 
nour to his constituents, 
! The disorder in my breast and cough was occasioned by 
an imposthume which had formed, and a few days ago dis 
charged itself. I feel myself giently relieved from pain, 
and much better, and | have reason to believe that it is 
healing. If go, T shall be able to take the field, 
Lam, sir, most truly, your obedient, humble sorvant, 
Punar Scnuyen. 


To tho Ilonourablo John Hancock, sq. 


Albany, Pobruary 4, 1776, 
t Sit You will receive herewith copies of letters that 
spassed between Brigadier-Genoral Wooster and mea. To 
explain them, and:give at the samo time some idea of tho 
treatment [| hive met with, £ must go as far back as the 
taking of the vessels near tho river Sorel, in the river Si 
Lawrence, Twas on board, but boing only a passonger, 
and not belonging either to the King’s troops on board, nor 
to the ship-of-war, 1 was at liberty, by Brigadier-Genoral 
Prescott’s treaty of surrender, to roturn to my family in 
Montreal. carrloateds Twenty-four hours, however, alter 
my arrival, 1 recolved a letter from Brigndier-General 
J. prigamery whorein he requied I would retire to any 
village on the other side of the river St, Lawrence; this f 
might have complained of; however, | had so little desire 
of yemaining in town, that I made no other representation 
to Brigadior Monfyomery, than to acquaint him that L had 
a farm five miles off, on the same sido with the town, where 
I hyd a house, and all tho necessary conyenivnces for my- 
soll and family. I was, however, in answer thereto, still 
roquestad to oross tho rivor, which L immediately did, 
leaving my family behind. I was not above eight days in 
my quarters, with my father-in-law, Mr, Dechambaud, at 
Longucil, when, it seems, some information was given to 
Brigadier Hooster, who then commanded at Montreal, that 
some arms and ammunition were concealed in Mr, De- 
chambant’s house at Longueil, and that same plot was 
hatching against the Continental troops by the Canadian 
seigniours. In consequenco of this information, Mr, De- 
elambant and L had a visit from an officer, aud a gieat 
dumber of armed men, about oloven ut night. They took 
ua from our house, with our papers, to a tavern near hand, 
where wa found a Colonel, whon tic explained to us the 
‘oquse of our treatment, ‘Chis gentleman seomed soon con- 
virioet of the fulee alarm. Ile would not look at our pa- 
pers; but tho houso was soarched up and down when wo 
got home, Some other gentlomen had been informed 
against, with as little truth, ‘The party went likewise to 
‘examine them that night, Tho Colonel and party retwn- 
ad nextday, told mo J was ordered for Chambly, however, 
that L was to remain where’ I was till further ordora, In 
about ten days after, without aay application ftom mo, | 
received a letter from the Aoting ‘Lown-Blajor in Mon- 
treal, in General FVooster’s name, that I was at liberty to 
retum to the town, whenever 1 pleased, which 1 accord- 
ingly did, and even before I saw my family, 1 callod on 
Hei adier Wooster, At parting he told mo he would be 
gladstozsge me again about business. I called two days 
after, and Brigadier Mooster then observed his knowing 
thit severa) flionds of constitutional liberty in Moucreat 
hind beet ill usod fiom depositions, bonds, &,, and that, 
therefore,the how:demanded these instruments, ‘I'o this, 
Treplicd, that Twas sorry he should ask me any ghing 
that I thought I could not gtant, that ] apprehended the 
requisition he was now making, was of that nature; and, 
thorefaie, that I begged to be excused. Some time was 
then spent in argument; I at Inst olsorved, that I answered 
the demand in goneral, perhaps-didso: come. to particu- 
Igrsyswwe, would sooner agree } in short what;papats did he 
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want? As fora bond, I only thon recollected one that Mr. 
Llaywood had given, but that it was of such a nature ng to 
bo now cancelled of itself, therefore, that I would sond to 
him that sort of jnsthument fiom this roason only, that I 
looked on it as of no further use; butupon second thought, 
aftor L got home, I apprebended it was not worth while 
sending, and f then wrote to Brigadiar TVooster, what fol- 
lows: 
“ Montronl, Docombor 14, 1776, 

“Sir: The sort of recognisance that Mv. Haywood en- 
tered into with sureties, 1 hava just found, and J am now 
more convinced than bofore, that it is of no furthor uso. 
It is the only instance of the kind that occurred before mo. 
There was no information Jaid against him, therefore, no 
charge, and if I took bail for him, it was because he camo 
to offer it himself From the nature of it, it is now at 
an end, as his bail could only be bound for him while the 
Governow’s authority was entire, thé condition being that 
ho should not depart from hence without the Govornour’s 
leave, and that ho would bebave himself traqemd faithful 
to the same cause. Jor the above reasons I did not scru- 

le to say, that L would send to you tho said instrament, 

ut I do not now really think that it is worth whilo send- 
ing, and L hope you will excuse me in withdiawing my 
promise. If the buil desira it, [ will satisfy thom at any 
timo that their obligation ig atan end. I now recollect that 
some other papers may bo under my care, but they ara of 
a different naturo from the aforementioned, and thoy have 
been early taken caro of. In my opinion, I cannot, and 
will not on any account deliver them, nor any paper of nuy 
transaction prior to the capitulation of Montrea’ Since 
then I will always bo ready to account for my conduct, but 
not for any thing done before. 'Vhis resolution I have 
taken fiom a conviction that T cannot act otherwise with 
re propriety, which will oyer be the rala of my con- 

uct. 

“Tam, sit, your most obedient and humble servant, 

* Joun Fraser? 


_ This letter a short timo after was followed by tha next, 
vin t . 
*Tond-Quarlors, Montroal, Dacombor 18, 1775. 

“Sut: Your breach of promise and insolent letter to mo 
yesterday justly merit a set of iron ornaments, whieh you 
and your associates have vory hitely been so fond of bo- 

stowing on the friends of constitutional liberty, but as I 
disdain to follow your inhumaneand jnfamous example, I 
shall only oder, and L do hereby order and direct you on tho 
receipt hereof to repair to the fort at Chambly, undor sagh 
an oscort as { shall diveot, and there to remain in aloso 
abode till further ordors from, sir, your humble servant, 

© Davin Woosrmr, 
‘Prigadior-Genoral Commanding at Montreal, 


“To John Irasor, Wsq.”? 


As soon as this letter was delivered sentries ware placad 
in my house, within doors, till [ was sont poross the river to 
the fort of Chambly in close confinement, and in such.a 
hole as not to be able to make use of my own bedgtoad. 
Thore I yomaincd during five weeks, till I was ordoyed 
with other gentlemen for this plnce. These are, upon my 
honour, Jitorally the facts antecedent, and subsequent to the 
letters; the letters will speak for themselves; { will make 
faw-observations, I cannot, howevar, help saying, thut I 
havo beon treated very ill; tho most savage haye a tep- 
dor regard and respect for women. Murs, 2faser was very ° 
near lying-in; this General ooster knew very well; there- 
gore, placing sentrics before her so abruptly, must be deem- 
ed rather cruel, The papers that Brigadier Moos¢er want- 
ed ure not of the smallest consequence, yet I apprehend 
that | could not with any propriety deliver them up, and I 
must be supposed to have acted from principle. [lad Tcon- 
siderad my own peace only, L inight lava expected to haya 
beter attained that by giving up tho papers than by refug- 
ing them; but my rulo of concuet is to endeavour to dis- 
tinguish right from wrong, ond then to act, be the conse 
quence what it may. Jixclusive of the sentriés in my 
house under the circumstances, my being taken from my 
family, and sent across the rivor nt the worst tine, my cloge 
confinement ina hole foxfive weeks, I beg the letter froth * 
Buigadier Wooster may be attended to; I think fay orthggra- 
phy, diction, and substance, to he a ouriosity. 4 gyar 
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Te was with pleasure that I found myself ordered for this 
place, although it further removed me from my family, as 
the constant report we had in Canada from the gentlemen 
who had been sent here, was that the greatest politeness 
was uniformly kept up towards them. I have, therefore, 
no doubt about the opinion you will entertain of my treat- 
ment, and I beg the favour, sir, you will lay the whole be- 
fore the Congress, Men of education, and of understand- 
ing, [ am confident, will consider such usage as it deserves, 
and will, Iam hopeful, apply the proper remedy. 

‘T am really sorry to engage so much of your time, I 
have endeavoured to be as short as possible, without omit- 
ting any material circumstance or fact, and nothing is here 
set forth but what is exactly tue. 1 will now conclude, and 
remain, sit, your most obedient, and humble servant, 

Joun Fraser, 
To General Schuyloy. 


ORNERAL WASHINGTON TO JOSEPH REED. 
Cambridgo, Fobraniy 10, 1776, 

Dear Sm: If you conceive that I took any thing wrong, 
or amiss, that was conveyed in any of your former letters, 
you are really mistaken. I only meant to convince you, 
that nothing would give me more real satisfaction than to 
know the sentiments, which ave entertained of me by the 
publick, whether they be favourable or otherwiso; and I 
urged as a reason, that the man who wished to steer clear 
‘of shelves and rocks must know where they lio. L know 
the integrity of my own heart, but to declare it, unless to 
a friend, may be an argument of vanity; 1 know the un- 
happy predicament I stand in; I know that much is expect- 
edof mes I know, that without men, without arms, with- 

‘out ammunition, without any thing fit for the accommoda- 
tion of a soldier, little is to be done; and, what is morti- 
fying, 1 know that [ cannot stand justified to the world 
without exposing my own weakness, and injuring the cause, 
by declaring my wants, which I am determined not to do, 
further than unavoidable necessity brings every man ac- 
quainted with them, 

If, under these disadvantages, I am able to keep above 
water, in the esteem of mankind, I shall feel ines happy; 
but if, from the unknown peculiarity of my circumstances, 
I suffer in the opinion of the world, I shall not think ‘you 
take the freedom of a friend, if you conceal the reflections 

‘that may be cast upon my conduct, My own situation is 
180 ivksome to me at times, that, if I did not consult the 
publick good more than my own tranquillity, I should long 
exe this have put every thing on the east of a die, So fur 
from my having an army of twenty thousand men, well 
armed, I have been here with less than one-half of that 
number, including sick, furloughed, and on command, and 
those neither armed nor clothed as they should be, In 
short, my situation has been such that I have been obliged 
to nse art to conceal it from my own officers, 

The party sent to Bunier’s Hill had some good and 
some bad men engaged in it. One or two courts have been 

-held on the conduct of part of them. To be plain, these 
“people are not to be depended upon if exposed; and any 

*man will fight well if he thinks himself in no danger. I 
do not'apply this only to these people. I suppose it to be 
the case with all raw and undisciplined troops. 

You may rely upon it, that transports left Boston six weeks 
Ago with tropps; where they are gone, unless driven to the 
West-Indies, 1 know not, You may, also, rely upon General 
Clinton's sailing from Boston about three weeks ago, with 
about four or five hundred men ; his destination I am, also, 
a stranger to. 1am sorry to hear of the failures you speak 

{of 'from France. But why will not Congress forward part 
sof the powder made in your Province? They seein to 
look upon this as the season for action, but will not furnish 
‘the means. I will not blame them. I dare say the de- 
mands upon them are greater than thoy can supply. The 
cause must be starved till our resources are greater, or 
more cgptain within ourselves. 
With respect to myself, I have never entertained an idea 
of an accommodation, since I heard of the measures which 
were adopted in consequence of the Bunker's Hillfight. 
The King’s speech has confirmed the sentiments 1 enter- 
tained upon the news of that affair; and, if every man 
was of my mind, the Ministers of Great Britain should 
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know, in a few words, upon what issue the cause should be 
put. Lwould not be deceived by artful declarations, nor 
Specious pretences; nor would I be amused by unmeaning 
Propositions ; but in open, undisguised, and manly terms, 
proclaim our wrongs, and our resolution to be redressed, I. 
would tell them, that we had borne much, that we had long 
and ardently sought for reconciliation upon honourable 
terms; that it had been denied us; that all our attempts 
after peace had proved abortive, and had been grossly mis- 
represented ; that we had done every thing which could 
be expected fiom the best of subjects; that tho spirit of 
freedom rises too high in us to submit to slavery; and that, 
if nothing else would satisfy a Tyrant and his diabolical 
Ministry, we are determined to shake of all conneations 
with a state so unjust and unnatural. ‘This I would tell 
them, not under covert, but in words as clear as the sun in 
its meridian brightness. 

T observe what you say, in respect to the ardour of the 
chimney-corner beroes, { am glad their zeal is in some 
measure abated, because, if circumstances will not permit 
us to make an attempt upon Boston, or if it should be mada 
and fail, we shall not appear altogether so culpable, 1 en- 
tertain the same opinion of the attempt now, which | have 
ever done, I believe an assault would bo attended with 
considerable Joss, and I believe it would succeed, if the men 
should behave well. As to an gttack upon Bunker's Hill, 
unless it could be carviod by surprise, the loss, I conceive, 
would be greater in proportion than at Boston; and, if a 
defeat should follow, it would be discouraging to the men, 
but highly animating if crowned with success. Great good, 
or groat evil, would consequently result fiom it. 

‘The Congiess have ordered all captures to be tried in 
the Courts of Admiralty of the different Governments to 
which they are sont. Somme irreconcileable difference aris- 
ing between tho resolyes of Congress, and the tnw of this 
Colony, respecting the proceedings, or somothing which 
always happens to procrastinate business here, has put a 
total stop to the trials, to the no small injury of the pub- 
lick, as well as the groat grievance of individuals. When- 
ever a condemnation shall take place, I shall not be unmind- ° 
ful of your advice rospecting the hulls, Would to Hegven 
the plan you speak of for obtaining arms may succeed. 
The acquisition would be great, and give fresh life and 
vigour to our measures. Our oxpectations are kept alive, 
and if we can keep ourselves so, and our spirits up another 
Summer, [ have no fears of wanting the needful after,that. 

We have had a most laborious pieca of work at Lech- 
mere's Point, on account of the frost, We hope to get it 
finishad on Sunday, It is within as commanding  qts- 
tance of Boston as Dorchester-Iiill, though of a different 
part, Our vessels now and then piok up a prize or two. 
Our Commodore, Manly, was very new being caught about 
eight days ago, but happily escaped with his vesscl and 
crew, after running the tee on shore, souttling, and de- 
fending her. 

I recollect nothing else worth giving you the trouble of, 
unless you can be amused by reading a letter and poem 
addressed to me by Miss Phillis Wheatley. In searching 
overa parcel of papors the other day, in order to destroy 
such as were useless, 1 brought it to light again. At first, 
with a view of doing justice to her poetical genius, I had a 
great mind to publish the poem; but not knowing whether 
it might not be considered rather as a mark of my own va- 
nity, than as acomplimont to her, I laid it aside, till I came 
across it again in the manner just mentioned, I congratu- 
late you upon your election, although I consider it ns the- 
coup-de-prace to my expectation of ever sesing you a re~ 
sident with me this campaign, I have only to regret the 
want of you, if that should be the case; and 1 shall do it 
the more feelingly, as 1 have experienced the good effects 

-of your aid. 

am, with Mrs. Washington's compliments to Mrs. 
Reed, and my best respects, dear sir, your most obodient 
and affectionate servant, Gronae Wasrinaronys 


To Joseph Reed, Esq. ” 2 
why) Be 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO NEW-YORK commrrres on Atha. 
Cambridge, Fobrunyy 10, 176... 
Sim: Being in the greatest want of,arms at this alarming 
and important crisis, for the Ayny,under my command, 
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without the most distant prospect or pope of getting more 
from thoss Goyarnments than what 1 already have, 1 bog 
leave to solicit tho favour of your Committee of Safety in 
this instance, and earnestly request that they will uso their 
exortions to get and send to me, in tho most expeditious 
manner, all that they can possibly pronure. 1 imagine that 
there ale several Ponti to the Colony, and have been 
jnformed of many ‘Tories being disarmed, and, therefore, 
expect that it will bo in their power to obtain me a consi- 
devablo supply. Whatover quantity is sent me, | will take 
on the Continental account, and make payment for, with 
tho expenses incident to their tansportation. a 

This application being founded in necessity, and arising 
from tho exigency of our athirs, 1 mako no doubt will mect 
your most ready and early attention, and that nothing will 
e wanting on your part to give me tho most speedy ree 
lief. 

Lan, sir, your most humble servant, 
‘ Gronan Wasiuineron. 


To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Usq., Chaiman of the Commit 
tue of New-York. 
P. S, [wish to have cal stich arms as are good and 
serviceable, and shall be glad to have bayonets with them, 


GENERAL WASHINGTON YO MASSACHUSETTS AYSENMBLY. 
Jombridgo, February 10, 1776, 


Genrienen: Notwithstanding [havo taken evory ma- 
thod my judgment could suggest, to procure a sufliciont 
nunnber of fielocks for tho soldios of this Army, by appli 
entions to the Assemblias aud Conventions of these Go- 
Yernments, ag well as by sending officers out with money 
to purchase, I am constrained, by necessity, to inform you 
that the deficiency is amazingly great, and that there are not 
nigh enough to arm the troops already hero. It is true, that 
all the officers gono upon thy business are not yet returned, 
but, from the small success of those who havo made separt, 
T cannot promise myself many more. 1 mast, thereloie, 
beg leave to solicit your kind attention to this interesting 
and important concorn, and would submit it to your consi- 
dorfition whethor if your honourable Court were to depute 
some of their members to make applications to tha diffor- 
ent towns, thoy might not procure a considerable quantity. 
Twill most choo fully funish them with money for the pur- 
pose, or pay for them on their delivery here, as you shall 
think most advisable, 

Ushall only add, that E hope the exigency of our avis, 
at this critical erisis, will oxease this request, and my con+ 
fidence of your seadinoss and geal to do every thing in your 
powey for plomating the publick good, and am, geudemen, 
With groat regard and esteum, your most Inunblo seivant, 

Gronan Wasiunaron, 
To the Honomable Genoral Court, &e. 

P.S. [havo heard that thore aro sovoral King's mus 
kets in the country 5 for avery good ona, with a bayonet, 
thahas not been abusad, I will give twolve dollars, and in 
proportion for other guns fit for garvive, 





» GENERAL WASIUNGLON 70 COLONEL Porren. 
‘ Mond-Quartora, Pobruary 10, 1776, 
Sin: Tho Continental Congress having confirmed my 
application to this Government to raisa n regiment for tho 
sar'vico of the United Colonies, which is now complied 
with, and you are appointed to the command thereof, 1 
have to desire that you will uso the utmost diligence and 
despatch possible, to complete the snid regiinent, and march 
it into Canada by the shortest and host way, that fiom 
your own knowlodge of the country, and from the bust 
information you can got, you think will be the most Ox po- 
ditlous, 1 have to acquaint you, thot if you tnke your route 
by Number Hour and Onion River, thero will ba a supply 
of poriny ready for you, luid in by ardor of Genaial 
Schuyler, ° 
‘As this regiment is to bo upon the Continental astablish- 
ment, agroonble to the terms and regulations of Congress, 
ee to bye sated power of this Province, and 
@ necessity of reinforcing our troops poste ning 
ullie blockade of Quebeck 4s too apparent to Tee delle 
“Gt, Ewould huve you order each company to march as fast 


CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., FEBRUARY, 1776. 


996 


as they aro raised, the whole putting thomsel ves under tho 
command of the General, or commanding oflicer in Cana- 
da, ag fast as they arrive there. 

Such necessaries as you will think really proper, and that 
you cannot do without, will be provided for you by the Com- 
missary-Gonesal and Quartermaster-General, and Lshull dos 
pend upon you that the strictest economy is used consistent 
with the despatch nesessnry upon this oecusion, 

"Lhese, sir, are wy instructions to you, and from the oha- 
racter you bour, doubt not you will pay duo atention to 
thom. LT must again recommend your making all possible 
despateh, and that you muy shire in the glory of oxpelling 
tho instraments of Ministerial tyranny from that fair Pyow 
vineu, ig the singere wish af, gir, yaur mast abadient servant, 

Gronas Wasnineron, 
To Colonel Llisha Porter. 


[auyenaL wasnineron | vo Mason PRENGH, 
Camp, Cambridyo, Fobrugggel, 1776, 

Sin: Your repoated letters to General Gates, desiring 
liberty to go to Trefaad on your parole, were laid before 
his Exeelleney, TL have it in command fom hin to inform 
you, that he does not think himself authorized to giant lie 
congo to any ono to depart this Continent; that power ig 
lodged in the hands af the Congiass, 

I am, also, conmanded to tell you, that tho Gonoral is 
surprised a gentleman of Major L’rench's yoo sume and 
knowledge should make suoh a request, Let him compu 
his sitantion with that of ugh gentlemen af auig, wha, hy 
the fortune of war, have fallow into the bands of their eno- 
my. What has been their geatment? ‘Chrown inw a 
Jonthsome prison, and aferwards sent in ions to Anygetand, 
L repent, let the Major compare bis teatment with theirs, 
and then say whether he lng enuse to reping at his fate. 

tam, sir, &e. 

‘Lo Major Lrench, 


— 


NUEWHAMUSTIRE COMMIPTER OV SAREIY LO COLONNI: 
MomtRY, 
Tn Conmnittoo of Safaty, Pobrnary 10, 1776, 

Wo send you, by Colonel Bedel, sovon hundred and 
vighty-five pounds, Inwiul money, to pay off the oops; 
likewise, Coldfiel Bede's roll, ‘Kho balance dug to eaah 
mun you are to pay, with tho pyico of the rations as sot 
down (o tho Lieutenants Patmer and Nelson, You will 
observe, that the balaneo duo to each man includes his 
coat money aud blanket. 

Wo also transunit tho voll of Tioutenant 7PAcedar’s mon, 
the balance of which you will pay to each man, ho stall 
roll of Colonel Bedel you will, also, pay what ie duo, viet 
the Adjutant, Quartermaster, Surgeon, and Sergeunt-Max 
jor, their respective balances and price of rations, 

In Captain Oggoad’s roll, you will take notice thht 
ugninst those names where it is wrote ™ paid,” by Captain 
Osgood, tha whole is paid; and those names where tt is 
wiote aginst, “ardor ou (he ‘Prensury for all bat the coat. 
monyy,”” you will pay to them their coat money only, they 
having received their wages; ond mako return of your-pay- 
ments, togother with the rolls, as soon as possible, tht the 
accounts may be forwarded for payment. 

By order of the Conmitice : é 

Tam, sir, your most humblo servant, ee i 
Mrsnecn Wrane; Chatemaned 


To Colonel Israel Morey. 


ry en 


‘ t 


NEW-HAMPSUIRE COMMITTRE OF SAPRYY TO JOSIAL BART+ 
LETT AND WILLIAM WHIPTLE, 
Vxotur, Janunty 10, 1776. 

Geyrinwen: Enelosed in this packet you will find a 
representation of tho taking up Government, and diflicul- 
ties that have arisen iv the saveral Counties relating there 
to. Wo desiro you would Jay them before Congress, and 
endeavour to obtain their opinion therean, us wo expect 
uneasiness will remain until the same is obtained, which 
we hope will settle the dust, and desire you will be 
aysiduous in getting it decided aud forwarded, as soon as 
may be, \ 
Yo tho lon. Josiah Bardett and William Whipple, Visq. 

aa 


a 
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Corony or New-Haursime, 


To the Honourable Congress of the United Colonies of 
Norrm Amentca: 


The Committee of Safety of said Colany, puisuant to 
an order of the Council and Assembly, beg leave to lay 
before you some difficulties that have arisen among them, 
and vequest your determination thereon, being assured that 
your opinion on the premises will quiet the minds of those 
dissatisfied, and that all will acquiesce therein. We are 
very sory thet any misundorstandings among ourselves, 
should lay us under the necessity of diverting your minds 
from the important concerns which engross your attention, 
But no expedient could be found to satisfy many among 
us, but the laying the whole matter before your Honours, 
Soon after the commencement of hostilities by the King’s 
oops at Lexingion, tho people in several of our Counties 
were so enraged aghinst many of the Executive officers, 
supposing them inimical to the liberties of the country, that 
they wouh, not suffer the Courts to sit, so much as to try 
criminal offenders. And tha Congress, in the Summer 
past, finding the Courts, under the officers in commission, 
could not be held, and many complaints coming before 
them, against persons for high crimes, agreed to instruct 
their Delogates to request some direction from your Ilo- 
nours, relative to the regulating our Civil Police. Belore 
the dissolution of the Congress, and previous to the rocep- 
ion of your recommendation about Government, a general 
plan of Ropresentation was agreed on, to consist of eighty- 
nine poisons, and precepts issued in consequence thercol; 
a copy of which we transiuit herewith, Aftor the mect- 
ing of tho new Congress, tho members appeated to agree 
in the necessity of assuming Government, bat differed in 
the mode, aftor sotting fifteen days, viz; On the 5th of 
January, the Resolve for assuming Government, passed by 
a majority of near two to ono, a copy of which a¢dcompa- 
nies this, and the next day chase the number proposed for 
a Council, who tool their seat, and proceeded on business 
according to the plan, A number of the members of the 
House being dissatisfied with the measures adopted, pro- 
tested agninst them, a copy of which we also send here- 
with, Our brethren in the town of Porfamouth were also 
much concerned Jest the proceedings should hurt the com- 
mon cause; disnffect our friends in Great Britain—ns sa- 
vouring of independency. They wrote cicular letters to 
a great number of towns, expressing their fears of the con- 
sequence of our taking up Government: soon after which, 
the towns of Portsmouth, Dover, Rochester, ee mett 
Greenland, Rye, Stratham, Northampton, Kensington, 
New-Market, with a number of individuals in the town of 
Brentwood, petitioned the General Court, setting forth, 
that they were greatly alarmed at the proccedings of the 
Congress in taking up Government, supposing it looked 
too much like setting up for independency ; were exceeding 
fearful of the consequence ; that we should lose the assist- 
anoe of our friends abroad, and create a disunion among 
ourselves, and prayed that the two Ilouses would reconsi~ 
dev the Resolve for taking ep Government, and proceed to 
business as the late Congress had done. The [louse of 
Representatives thinking it absolutely necessary, for the 
well being of the Colony, to proceed agreeable to the Re- 
solves concluded to let the petitions Jay. But, at the re- 
quest of the Petitioncis, it was agreed to have jas preseel 
ings Jaid béfore your honourable body, And this Commit- 
tee under real expectation that your determination will set- 
tle the difference of opinion among us, humbly request you 

~to transmit the same. 

Thave the honour to be, gentlemen, your most humble 
aervant, . 

* By order of the Committee: 
Mesnecu Weare, Chairman, 


; Cotony ov New-Hamrsine, 


The Congress of said Colony, to the Selectmen of...» . 
in said Colony—Greeting : 
©You are hereby required to notify the legal inhabitants 
paying taxes in the... + +. (giving them fificen days 
+ notice) to meet at some convenient place in yor town, to 
elect...» (having a red{ estate of the value of two 
hundred pounds, lawful money) to represent them in Gene- 
ral Congress, to be held at Eveter, on the Qist day of De- 
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comber next, at three o’clock in the afternoon ; and to em- 
power such Representative for the term of one year from, 
their first mecting, to vansact such business, and pursue such 
measures as they aay judy necessary for the puablick good. 

And in case there should be 2 recommendation from the 
Continental ‘Congress, that this Colony assume Govern 
ment in any particular form, which will require a House of 
Representatives, that they resolye themselvos into such a 
House as the said Continental Congress shall recommend. 
And it is resolved, that no person be allowed a seat in, 
Congress who shall, by himself, or any person for him, be- 
fore said choice, treat with liquor, &c., any electors, with 
an appaent view of gaining their votes, or afterwaids, on 
that account; and the person... .... who shall be 
elected, You are to notify that... . . attend at time 
and place above-mentioned, and make return hereol with 
your doings thereon, By order of Congress ; 

Marruzw Tuornron, President. 


A true copy. Attest; E. Tuomrson, Secretary. 


Exotor, Novombor 14, 1775, 


— 


In Congross, nt Exotor, January 5, 1776, 

We, the Mambers of the Congress of the Colony of 
New-Lampshire, chosen and appointed by the fico suf 
finges of the pooplo of said Colony, and authorized and 
empowered by tham to meet together, and use such means, 
and pursue such measures, as we should judge best for the 
peer good ; and, in particular, to establish some form of 

overnment, provided that measure should be tocom- 
mouded by ce Continental Congiess; and « recommenda- 
tion to that purpose baving been transmitted to us, from 
the suid Congress, have taken into our sorious considerar 
tion tho unhappy circumstances into which this Colony is 
involved, by means of many grievous and oppressive acts 
of tho British Pailiament, depriving us of our native and 
constitutional rights and privileges; to enforce obedience 
to which ucts, a powerful fleet and army have been sent 
into this county by the Miniswy of Great Britain, who 
have exercised a wanton and cruel abuse of their power, 
in destroying the lives and properties of the Colonists, in 
mauy places with fire und sword, taking the ships aud 
lading from many of the honest and industiious inhabitants 
of this Colony employed in commerce, agiecable to the 
Jaws and customs a long time used here. 

The sadden and abrupt departure of his Excellency 
Joln Mentworth, Esq. our utc Governour, and séverg 
of the Council, leaving us destitute of Legislation; and no 
Executive Couts being open to punish criminal offenders, 
whereby the lives and properties of the honest people of 
this Colony, are liable to the machinations and evil designs 
of wicked men: 

Therefore, for the preservation of peace and good order, 
and for the security of the lives and propertios of the inhabi- 
tants of this Colany, we conceive ourselves reduced to the 
necessity of establishing a form of Government, to continue 
during the present unhappy and unnatural contest with 
Great Britain; protesting and declaring that we never 
sought to throw off our dependance upon @reat Britain, 
but felt ourselves happy under her protection, while we 
could enjoy our constitutional tights and privileges, and 
that we shall rejoice if such a reconciliation between us and 
our parent state, can be effected as shal! be approved by 
the Continental Congress, in whose prudence and wisdom ° 
we confide, bias 

Accordingly, pursuant to the trust reposed in us, we do 

Resolve, That this Congress assume the nana, power, 
and authority of a House of Representatives or Assembly, 
for the Colony of New-Hampshire, And that said: Houso 
then proceed to choosa twelve persons, being reputable 
freeholders and inhabitants within this Colony, in the fol- 
lowing manner, viz; Five in the County of Rockingham ; 
two in the County of Strafford; two in the County of 
THillsborough ; wo in the County of Cheshire ; and:one in 
the County of Grafton, to be a distinct and separate bratioh 
of the Legislature; by the name of a Council for this Ca- 
lony, to continue as such until the th rd Wednesday in De- 
cember next; any seven of whom to be:a:quorum to.do 
business. Ost 2h He 

That such Council appoint theirs Prpsidents and in -his 
absence, that the senior Counsellor.preside, + 
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“That a Seoretary be appointed by both Branches, who 
ray be a Counsellor, or othorwise, as thoy shall choose. 

Phat no act or resolv bo valid, and put into execution, 
unlogs agreed to and passed by both branches of tho Legis- 

atuy a. 
That all publick oflicers for the said Colony, and each 
County, for the current year, be appointed by the Couneil 
and Assembly, except the several Clerks of the Ixccutiva 
Courts, who shall be appointed by the Justices of the ro- 
spective Courts. ue : 

That all Bills, Resolves, or Votes for raising, levying, 
and collecting Monoy, originate in the Louse of Repre- 
sentatives, : 

[hat at any sessions of the Couneil and Assembly, nei- 
ther Branch shall adjourn for any longer time than from Sa- 
turday till the next Monday, without conscut of the other, 

Aad it is further Resolved, That if the prosont unhappy 
dispute with @reat Britain should continuo longer than 
this present year, and tho Continental Congress givo no 
instructions or directions to the contrary, the Council be 
chosen by tho people of each respective Connty, in such 
manpor as the Council and [Louse of Representatives shall 
ordar. 

That General and Field-Ofticers of the Militia, on any 
vaeaney, be appointed by the two Houses, and all inferior 
Officers be chosen by the respective Companies, 

That all Officers of the Army bo appointed by tho two 
Houses, except they should direct otherwiso, in caso of 
any omergency. 

That all Civil Officers for tho Colony, and for each 
County, be appointed, and the time of thei continuance in 
office be determined by tho two Houses, oxeept Clerks of 
Courts, and County Treasurers, and Recorders of Deeds, 

That 4 Lreasurer, and a Recorder of Deads, for each 
County, bo annually chosen by the people of cach County 
rospeotively; tha voles for such oflicers to be returned to 
the respective Courts of General Sessions of the Peaco in 
the County, thare to be ascertained as the Council and 
Assambly shall hereafter direct, 

That Precepts, in tho namo of the Council and Assen 
bly, signed by tha President of the Couneil, and tho 
Spenkar of tho louse of Ropresentatives, shall issue, ane 
pu geet or bofore the first day of November, for the choico 
sof Sddiioil and Louse of Representatives, to bo returnod 
by.tbe third Mednesday in Decomber, then next onsuing, 
jn’such manner as the Council and Assembly shall here- 
; alter preseribo, 


A triocopy, Attest: 


E. Tuomrson, Secretary. 


We, tho subscribers, chosen by the pooplo of sevoral 
owns in the Colony of New-LJampshire, to represont 
tham in the Congross of said Colony, held at Avetox, on 
tho Qtst day of December, 1775, bog loave to ontoy and 
dissont to, and protest against the present plan of taking 
up-Government, for tho following reasons: 

First. That the vote of the Continental Congress coun- 
tenancing the same, was obtained by the uuwearied impor- 
tunity (both within doors and without) of our Delogates 
there, as apponrs by their letter. 

Seconil. ‘That the said yoto does not appear to have been 
aunanimoug; bat, we have reason to think, far otherway. 

Third, Because tho Colonies of New-York and Virgi- 
nia, which are in similar ciroumstances with us, are much 
larger and more opulent, and we presumo much wiser, to 
whom we would wish to pay all due deference, have not 
,atlempled any thing of the kind, nor, as we can learn, ever 
desired it, 

“Fourth. Because we have no ground on which to pre- 
tend to make a Council, as our neighbours of tho Massa. 
chusetia,, who act by charler, never vacated on any legal 
trill, os, : 

Ki fh. ‘Beanuse it appoars assuming for so small and ine 
considerable a Colony to take the lend ina mattor of so 
great importange. * a s 

Sixth, Becauso our constituents never :expoctad us to 
make a new form of Government, but only to sot the Judi« 
ejal and Exeoutive wheols in motion, 

‘ Seventh. Because the Congress, ns such, could have 
done what was necessary, and their power,could.not be en- 
larged by any act of their own, ie 


ia 
wa 
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Highth. Because the expense of the Colony is greatly 
augmented thereby, 
Niuth. Becnuse it appears to us to bo absolutely setting 
up an independency on the mothor country, 
Lavi Deanvounn, North-LEU, 
Ricuann Downtnu, Newingtown, 
Busgamen Banner, Stratham, 
Scurnen Evans, Dover, 
Orvis Baxun, Dover, 
Sanunn Knownns, Rochester, 
Huncorass Moonny, Luce, 
Mankier Wonrniy, Kensington, 
Dame Buenen, Sandwich and Moultonborough. 
Saunt Suexsurne, Portsmouth, 
Pinnes Lona, Portsmouth, 
Naruan Goss, Rye. 


« 


° 
WILLIAM SMITH ‘TO GQHNERAT. WOWH, 
Now-York, Vobrut 11, 1776, 

Ag T havo not a doubt of ny last letters to Administra- 
tion, convincing them that this city and Province is the 
only spot in America for carrying on the war with effect 
against the Rebels, and that, in consequence, the forces 
expected this Spring, as well as those now under your cam~ 
mand, will be ordered hither; itimay be necessary and ad- 
visable to seud tho army through the Sound, betwoon Con- 
neaticud and Long-dsland. OF tho latter, itwill bo proper 
to givo a description: it is ono hundred and thirty miles long, 
is vory fertile, abounding in wheat and every other kind of 
com, innumerable hlack cattle, sheep, hogs, Se. 3 ia very 
populous, and SuJole County in particular, ag well ag the 
other parts of it, all good nnd loyal subjects, of which thoy 
have lately given proof, and only wait to be assisted by 
the King’s troops. “Cho Island has a plain on it at least 
twenty-four miles long, which hus a fertile country ubout 
it, is twenty iniles distant from the city of New- York; Con- 
necticut opposite to it; New-Jerscy ubout thirty miles dis- 
tants Philadelphia ono hundred aud ten, Maryland one 
hundred and thirty, RAode-Jsland ono hundred and fifty 
miles; so that, in this fertile Island, tho army can subsist 
without any succour from Engdand or Ireland ; and, frou 
their encampment on the above plain, they can, in five or 
six days, inyede and reduce any of the ahove Colonies at 
pleasure, Add to these great advantages, that tho posses« 
sion of the Narrows and Nutferedsland, would bo (he do- 
struction of this city; but of this I think there would be no 
nood, for all tho principal inhabitants are, at heart, with the 
Crown, particularly all my brethren, the nombers of the 
Council, and most of the Assombly; but ns the mab now 
commands, prudence forbids them to declare without a 
military foreo, You havo many persons with you who are 
well acquainted with the navigation of tho Sound, Tho 
spot which I adviso you to land at is Cow-Bay, 

Winniam Sani 


GENARAL LED 'TO PRUSTDUNT OF CONGRESS. 
Now-York, Vobruary U1, 1776, 

Sin: As the North-Rivor is now entirely clear of ico, 
T thought it impradont to sufter the cannon and other stores 
to remain any longer upon tho Battery, and in yards ag the 
vory water-edgo, from whence the ships-of-war might havo 
conveyed them at thei: plensure, as it would have beet 
impossible to have obstructed their manceuyres, alniost 
within the very muzzles of their guns; this day, therefore, 
bordered the whole to be romoved to the ground before 
tho Upper Barracks ; it was effected without the least oppa- 
sition, or show of opposition from the ships; indeed, I even 
consider their inenaces to firo upon tho town as idle gas« 
conades. Enclosed is a list of the pieces and their appur- 
tentnods, 

Tho Mercury, frigate, the transport, and brig, are sailed ; 
if your floot was out, thoy must certainly fall into your 
hands. mS 

Colonel Richmore will deliver this, I wish, sit, you 
would be very particular in questioning him with respect 
to the state of your army, of your artillery, but, above all, 
with regard to tho reputed abilities and popularity of your 
principal officers, lam sensible, sir, that it is a delicate 
subject ta put an officer under the nevessity of giving his 
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opinion of the capacity of others, but when the sulety of 
the state depends upon a true knowledge of these cireum- 
stances, all delicacy must be dispensed with; and it may 
be asserted that the salyation or perdition of America, in 
great measure, depends upon the managoment or_misman-~ 
agement of Canada. You will find Colonel Rickmore a 
very clear-headed man and intelligent soldier, and capable 
of giving the fullest necessary lights, He is convinced, 
that any number of battalions may be raised in Canada to 
serve out of their own country, I would submit it to the 
wisdom of the Congress, whether the scheme should not 
be immediately adopted ; it would answer a thousand good 
purposes, which must occur to every man. Firstly, we want 
mon; secondly, out of their awn country, they are capable 
of being excellent soldiers; but, above all, it will be a 
pledge of the fidelity of the whole Province ; it will engage 
them so far that they cannot recede. 

I beg yous pardon, sir, for the length, and, perhaps, in- 
coherence of this letter, for I perceive that, from want of 
sleep, my TRad is somewhat distracted. {[ am in hopes of 
walking out ina couple of days, and that my head will 
gvow clear as my feet grow stiong, 

Tam, sir, your most obedient servant, 

Cuarnns Lege 


To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., &c., &e. 


_P, S. [have not been able to procure, (as thought and 
expected,) an exact list of the guns and stores this night, 
but will send it by the post. 


, 


“GENERAL WOOSTER ‘TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Road March 4,—Roforrod to Mr, J, Adams, Mr, Wytho, Mr, Sherman.) 
Montraal, Fobruary 11, 1776. 

Gentiemen: This letter will be delivered you by My. 
Walker and Mr. Price, wwo gentlemen whose friendship 
.and attachment to our cause is well known, and to whom 
the United Colondes are under many obligations, As they 
are the best acquainted with this Province of, perhaps, any 
two gentlemen in it, and as there are many transactions of 
great importance to be determined concerning it, 1 have 
requested them to wait upon the Congress, that you may 
know from them fully every thing necessary for your in- 
formation, es 

IT have permitted the merchants in this plice, trading to 
the upper country, to choase a commitice to prefer a petition 
to the honourable the Congress, concerning their Indian 
trade. You will have from thom, and from Messrs. 7Pal- 
kor and Price, what can be said for and against it; and 
‘your determinations in that, and every other matter, I shall 

Strictly attend to, 

Besides the operations of war, there are so many civil 
and political aflairs that require the greatest care, and most 
delicate management, that I could wish a Committee of 
Congress might be sent into this Province. 

General Arnold has, in a most surprising manner, kept 
up the blockade of Quedeck, and that with half the nam- 
ber of the enemy. He is now so well reinforced, that I 
appreherd but little danger from a sortie, should they make 
one. Liintend to join him as soon as this place cnn be left 
with safety, and necessaries properly provided for forward- 
ing the troops as they arrive from the Colonies. | fear we 
shall meet with difficudty in taking the place, for want of 
proper artillery, ammunition, &., but every thing possible 
will be done. Unless we keep up a greater force in this 
Province, ftom the Colonies, than should be brought against 
ug in the Spring, I fear we can place no great dependanc® 
upon the Canadians ; and, in that case, it might be attended 
with vary unhappy, if not fatal,consequences. Tow great 
a force the Ministry will send here is uncertain, yet many 
imagine they will make this Province the seut of war. I 
hope we'shall be able to keep the field against them. 

L enclose you copies of sevoral letters to General Sehuy- 
ler, with a couple of histo me. Ie writes me that he had 
observes to Congress that I had wrote him with unbe- 
coming subacity. [think he might have pointed out to 
me tha exceptionable parts of my letters, before he made 
dis observations to Congress. It gives me pain that I am 
obliged, in my own defence, to trouble you with examin- 
ing and determining which of us has the greatest reason to 

- complain of ill treatment, Iam conscious that my conduct 
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will bear the strictest scrutiny, I have eydr studiously 
avoided entering into any altercation with him, fearing that 
the publick interest might sufler by it. He Legan to insult 
me immediately on my joining the Army, as you will see 
by his letter of the 284 of October Inst, though I know of 
no reason under Heaven why he should treat. me thas 
cavaliorly, but merely to indulge his capricious humour, 
which, in the course of the last year, he has dealt out very 
liberally upon many of the officers who have served in this 
Depatment, complaints of which have frequently been 
made tome. Happy would it bo for him, and for our cause, 
if he could Jearn to bridle his passions. The letters be- 
tween him and me will speak for theniselves, 1 shall send 
him a copy of this letter, and also enclose with this a copy 
of my letter to him, of thisdate. No personal ill treatment 
will ever prevent my steadily and invariably continuing to 
pursue those measures which shall appear most conducive 
to the publick good, and shall think myself happy, if, by 
doing every thing in my power, [ can be in the-least in- 
strumental in maintaining and preserving the rights and 
liberties of my country. 

Tam, with the greatest respect, gentlemen, your most 
obedient and very humble servant, 

Davin Woosren, 


To the Honourable Continental Congress, 
Montreal, January 14, 1776, . 

Sin: Your letter of the 31st ultimo I received per post, 
also a number of letters for General Montgomery; all which 
1 opened, not knowing but they might contain something 
of a publick nature. The private lotters I shall enclose 
with this; you will doubtless send them to his friends, 

Tam very glad to hear thet we may soon expecta Pay- 
master. Wo have drained our fiionds hore of all their 
cash, and, without it, it is exceeding diffioult"to do any 
thing, Some of the persons which you sent back have 
behaved'very illy, indeed. One Sears, whom 1 haya now 
in confinement, immediately upon coming into'the country 
circulated a report that the Colonies had given “over the 
thoughts of keeping this Province ; that there were no sol- 
diers at Ticonderoga, nor Fort- George, nor any expected, 
&e., &e.; a story very illy calculated for us at this’time, 
Some others, L hear, have made themselves very busy!with- 
the people. I expect, therefore, to be obliged to return to 
you some of them, with the other prisoners who are inthis 
country, in a few days, ase) ae 

The four fusils taken by Major Lockwood were ptitup 
in a box, according to capitulation, and ara now at Sé. 
John’s, ready to be sent over the Lake. It was a mistake 
of Colonel Jemming’s, or the fusils would have bewn taken 
from all the officers, They capitulated upon the same 
conditions as the garrison of St. Join’s, and, if you Idok 
into that, you will see that the officers were allowed‘ thejr 
side-arms, but their fire-arms were to be put up in a box, 
and delivered to them when these unhappy disputes were 
ended, unless they choso to dispose of them hofore. 

L have great hopes that we shall, if reinforced in a short 
time, be able to keep up the blockade at Quebeck. I 
have sent them a hundred and twenty men, which was all 
that could with prudence be spared from this place. By 
the desire of the officers here, and the gentlemen in town 
who are our friends, the day after Mr. Andill left this place 
I despatched an express to Onton-River, in order to get ** 
a reinforcement from the Green-Mountain Boys. I wrote 
to Colonel Warner, in the most pressing manner, to britg 


+a regiment into this Province, and remain here, uador the 


Continental pay, till they can be relieved; a mensure 
which-the present exigency, | think, will justify. Whether 
they will come, or nat, is yet uncertrin. ; 
Lunderstand that Quebec is very strongly fortified, and 
80 well stored with provisions, that I fear we cannot starve 
them out, till they can have supplies in tho Spring. > The 
river at Quebeck is not yet taken so as to be passable; butys* , 
if this weather holds, it soon will be. Kt thon willbe vainys ° 
difficult, if not impracticable, with the few men we-hive 
there, to prevent their gotting provisions, if they dorhow 
thing worse. How, then, will the place: be taken? «Wer 
have at St. John’s two brass twenty-fourspoihderse Will 
it not be well to send a number of heavy-eatinon’from ae 
York, if there are none at Ticonderezts, ot Fort- George 
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1 understand they have a numbor of thirty-two pounders 
at New-York, and the thivteen-inch, and other mortars, 
from Teonderoga, with shells, cannon, shot, enicasses, &o. 
We have at Quebeck a howitzer, which throws an cight- 
jnch shell. Jam informed that one Pelissier, at Dhree- 
Rivers, can cast shells and shot of any size, but whether he 
will be able to do it soon enough, J cannot yet find out. 

) Will it not be well, in order in some measura to remedy 
the great difficulty of procuring hard money, to encourage 
a number of sutlers to bing across the Lakes all kinds of 
Wost-India and other liquors, sugar, and other articles, 
which can be procured in the Colonies, and wanted by the 
Army, for which they can be paid in paper money? Tam 
confident that rum, wine, sugar, &c., ean be well vans- 
ported from Addany heic, and sold at a great profit, and 
yet be mach cheaper than what we now give for it. For 
the samo reason, would it not be well to send forward, as 
quick as possible, a quantity of yam, which is much wanted. 

Lam, sir, your most obedient servant, 


Davin Wooster. 
To General Schuyler. 


Albany, January 26, 1776, 

Sr; Your letter of the 14th instant, with tho papers 
enclosed, came to hand on the 24th. Copies of all | have 
sent to Congress; and on that part of your letter which 
respects the prisoners that I havo given leave to return, 1 
have made the following observations to Congress: 

“ From General WVooster’s letter, one would ba led to 
imagine that L had sent back vast numbers of dangerous 
persotis, Ue has before wrote (o me on the occasion, with 
an unbucoming subacity. 1, therefore, touble you with 
tho detail: Secs, whom he mentions, was sent to me from 
Connedticut, with a recommendation to me fions the Cam- 
mittee of ...+«, to portmil him to return to Canada, which 
I did, ordering him to wait on the commanding officer. 
Captain uoeheobs and Lieutenant Schatk I permitted to 
remain at Ziconderoga, at the request of General Montgo- 
mery, until they should be informed if their wives and 

children, whom they had Jeft at Quedewl, were gone to 
England, or had como to Chambly; if to the latter, then 
he wighed they might be permitted to return, and conve 
them! igjo these Colonies. They ete wives and chil- 
= are ant Chambly, Mr. MeCullough, a Commissary, 
wos another, a widower, who had left four small children 
~ jn Canada, ad whom I likewise permitted to retin, on 
the same account, These, together with the Canadian 
peasants taken at Sz, John’s, ure all (hat F recollect to have 
sent back, and not even the cast without the approbation 
of General Mon(gomery first had. ‘ho peasantry wero 
tob insignificant to have any influonce, and thero seemor), 
Hot that time, little danger from the others; and yet L had 
,* tho preanntion to tnke their word of honour not to say any 
. thing on the subject of the controversy, If they have 
“abused my confidence, they are scoundrels, and T will trant 
thom nogordingly, without roponting that t gave them the 
ie fine, for that was an not of humanity, Ifthey are not 
culpable, they are injured, and I too. J shall sift the mat- 
tor to the bottom, and my resentment, without any kind of 
exception, shall be experienced by thoso that deserve it.” 

Rosolved, sir, to bu treated with the rospect due to me 
aga gentleman, and as an officer intrusted with a com- 
mind by the honourable the Representatives of ‘Thirteen 
Colonies, it is my positive order that you cause all such 
poisons as have had my permit to return into Canada, to 
be called before you, and there confronted with their ac- 
cusers, that they may have an opportunity to oxculpate 
themselves, if they can, from the charges which are made 
Hgainst them, and, if you find thom guilty, then to send 

Vhewh here in close confinement, together with the affidavits 
tscertaining their guilt, 

You are hereby: ordered immodintely to send to this 

; place all: prisonota, ‘whether they have my pormit, or not, 

together with ‘sugh persang og may be dangerous to our 

oause, if suffered to remain in Cunada, and who cannot 
claim a right to remitin by sonia onpitulation, 

_ Yon will also send mo a return of the Army in Canada, 
with the names of the officers belonging to each corps} 
and you will cause such orders to be executed ag shad 
given in charge to General Monigoniery, and transmit the 
returns I'had requested him to send me, ' 





‘ 
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J enclose you certain resolutions of the honourable Con~ 
tinental Congiess, which you will carry into execution, ag 
far as you can, 

I enclose you a bill on Mr. Jacob Jordan, for five hun- 
dred dollars, which you will please to receive, and credit 
the publick, advising me of its being accepted, 

Colonel Warner has sent somo men to your relief I 
have ordered him to complete the number to seven hun« 
drod and twenty-eight, Colonel Jedfows, of the Couity 
of Borkshire, in tho Massachusetis-Bay, is also raising 0 
regiment, some of which are already marched. ‘Two regi- 
ments are on their way from Pennsylvania and New-Jer- 
sey, another is raising in Conneeficut. Pray let an exact 
account be kept of the number of mon sent by Colonel 
Iarner, their names, and when they arrived at any post 
where provisions were issued to them, 

I take the liberty to enclose you letter for Mrs, Lars 
ner; her husband haa gained the esteem of el the gentle- 
men in the country where he is quartered, by his prudence 
and politeness. I beg of you to have it safolyZonveyed to 
her, and to afford her your assistance in crossing the Lakes 
if she should incline to come this Winter. 

Tam, sir, your most obediont servant, 

Pinnie Souvvien. 
To General FWooster, 


Montronl, January 19, 1776. 

Sin: Enelosed with this you willreceive the names ofa 
number of prisoners who will accompuny Colonel Easton 
acioss the Linkes, tho most of thom prisoners of war, but 
somo few of them, such persons as have, by their base, 
ungenorons conduct, shown themselves to be our bitterest 
enemies. I, therefore, think it very improper to suffer thom 
to remain in the country. As a specimen of their prace 
tices, I enclose you a copy of the aflidavits of throe very 
honest, well-disposed soldiers, concerning My, De Row+ 
ville’s conduct. J shall, also, sond Sears with them, who, 
ag I wroto you in my Inst, began to spread stories of'a very 
bad tendeney, immediately upon arriving in the country, 

And here suffer me to remark, that at this time J must 
think that Albany is not so proper a place as some others 
for tha prisoners, J have heard that a number of them 
romain there, where they have an opportunity of seeing 
whatever is done by our Army, and of giving their fiends 
in this Province the envliest intolligence. 

Major Campbell bas behavec himself in a very extraor' 
inary manner, and hus thrown out most ungenerous ond 
iMibernl inveetives against my character, To told Captain 
Benedict, at Chambly, that 1 waa a damned old scoundral, 
and had broke my Jaith with bim, for that he wags pro+ 
misod, both by Genorn) Mon/gomery and me, that ho might 
remain in this town through the Winter, "Prath js, that 
Genoral Monigomery, just helore ho left this town, mado 
out an order for Major Campbell and somo other prison- 
crs to leave the town immediately, whioh order he gavo 
to Mujor Lockwood to seo excouted ; but, a Major Camps 
bcll veprosonted to ma that ho had some businoss whieh 
would softer if he was not pormitied to remain in town n 
fow days, I permitted it. Soon after, it was difficult to 
pass the rivers of consequence ho stuid till about a fart 
night ago, when I sent him and some other gentlomen to 
Chambly, for which he was pleased to bestow upon me 
those i/liberal invectives, ‘ 

I have just received intelligence from ounArmy before 
Quebeck ; they still keep up the blockade with spirit} yet 
are greatly distressed for want of men, being alarmed al- 
‘most overy night, and having so few men, if not assisted in 
a litte time, good as they are, (and men never behaved 
bettor,) thoy must be worn out. 1 have sent them a reins 
forcoment of a hundred and twenty, who I suppose will 
arrive there to-morrow, and another party of seventy will 
sel off to-morrow from this place, What thoy will do at 
Quebeck, or what any of us can do for want of monoy, 
God only knows, Money wo must havo, or give up every 
thing. Our friends aro drained aleady. T hopwstho Pay- 
master is on the way. All that can be done will be done 
to procure it, but it is impossible to exist as an Army 
much longer without it, ; ‘ 

I mentioned, in my Irf&t, that cannon and moytars might 
be wanted. Should be glad of your thoughts upon ‘the 
subject, and to know what quantity of powder dan’be fot. 


‘ 
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warded, and what cannon and mortars, 
greatest importance that whatever is sent should be hee 
by the Ist of March, when we expect, if proporly assisted, 
to erect batteries and cannonade the town, which will 
doubtless be desperately maintained, 

My, Pelissier, of Three-RRivers, has sent to me to know 
the size of our mortars and cannon, as be is about casting 
shells and shot, You will, therefore, be good enough to 
inform me what size the mortars and cannon are of, which 
will be sent across the Lake. 

I forgot to mention to you, in my last, that we have se- 
veral prisoners from among the soldiery confined, whose 
crimes yequire a General Court-Martial, and, as £ have 
never received your orders for calling one, they cannot be 
tried. 

1am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

, Daviv Wooster. 
To General Qehuyler. 


Montreal, Jnnuary 27, 1776. 


™ 

Dean Str: Your favour of the J4th instant, with the 
money, was delivered to me by Captain Benson and the 
other gentleman. I was very happy to receive the cash, 
which was greatly wanted,and more so to hear that a largo 
reinforcement is coming on; a few have alieady arrived, 
as volunteers, which adds fresh spirits (o our men. 

With what assistance I have already supplied Colonel 
dynold, and the recruits that Ishall soon send hin, J have 
great hopes he will be able to continue the blockade till 
we are prepared to prosecute vigorously different measures, 
By what information I have bean able to procuro, ¥ fear 
that their provisions will last them till they can be relieved 
in the Spring. You will, therefore, see the necessity of 
forwarding heavy cannon, mortars, shells, and shot, with a 
large supply of powder. Colonel Ritzema, who will hand 
‘you this, will inform you how necessary a laige supply of 
those things will be to us in carrying on our operations. 

Woe have in this Province many of the offices of the 
New- York battalions, who are desirous of continuing in the 
service, but their regiments are broken to pieces, many are 
yeturned home, and some, when their term of inlistments 
were out, inlisted into other corps. L could wish that those 
battalions could be speedily filled up, for which purpose I 
thave conadnted that Colonel Ridzema phe. plocead to 
Albany, and there he will receive your directions, 

A haye called in the most of the commissions which 
Guyleton had given to the officers of Militia in this part 
of the Provinea, that is, down as fay as Three-Rivers, and 

iven out new ones under the Congress. hase who re- 

‘use to give up their commissions under Carleton, (and I 
oxpoct some will,) [shall consider as cnemies to us, and as 
‘guch shall make prisoners of them. I allow each Parish to 
‘choose their own officers, which J find pleases them much, 
J hope it will be attended with happy consequences, as those 
who taka commissions under the Congress will be afiaid to 
desert our cause, and no principle operates so strongly upon 
the minds of the Canadians as fear, 

. Lam, also, about establishing a Committee of Safety in 
this town, which will, also, be a Committee of Correspond- 
ence. hey will, by settling a thousand trifling disputes, 
ease me of a very great burden. But I have something 
further in view: when it is once established in this town, 
perhaps other places in the country will he inclined to fol- 
fo the example, and by degrees they may possibly be led 
to choose a Provincial Congress, and, of course, Delegates 
for the Continental Congress. I confess, to me there ap- 
pears, at least a plausibility in the scheme, What we wishy 
we easily believe. 

I have alieady wrote you that 1 think it of impottance 
to send’sutlers into this Province. You are sensible that 
it will be next to impossible to procure hard money sulti- 
cient for maintaining an army here, and I am convinced 
that many articles may be brought over the Lakes into this 
Province (o great advantage. Will it not, therefore, be 
well to.give every possible encouragement for the bringing 
of evefy article wanted in this Provinge fiom the Colonies, 
not anly for the use of the Army but for the people of the 
country. Possibly by that means we may gain a currency 
for our Continental money. * ‘ 

I expect, in a little time, to get matters in such a way 
here as to be able to leave this place, when I shall imme- 
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diately proceed ta our camp before Quebec, and can then 
be under better advantages to determine what measures to 
pursue, : 

Mr. Pelissier, of Three- Rivers, tells mo that ha shall 
not be able to cast any shells for us ill the Ist of May. 

Colonel Arnold has not, as yet, sent me General Mont- 
gomery’s letters and papers. When they arrive, I shall 
forward to you all such as are not necessary for the rule of 
my conduct, and shall certainly take particular care of the 
baugage of the dear, deceased General, and of your wothy 
Aid-de-camp. 

Major Lockwood and Captain Rensselaer desire me to 
present their respects to you. I lave appointed Captain 
Rensselaer Deputy Mustermaster-General, 1 found that it 
was impossible, consistently with the good of the service, to 
do any longer without one, Hope it will be approved of, 

Tam, dear sir, most respectfully, your yey humble ser= 


vant, 
’ Davin Wooster, 


To General Schuyler. 

P. S. I could wish that the Paymaster may be sent over 
as quick as possible, as we shall be able to make some lit- 
tle use of Continental moncy in paying tho troops here. 
As we shall be obliged to make use of a considerable part 
of the hard cash now received, in paying sums that we 
hava borrowed for a few days only, we shall in a very 
short time be in need of more. 

Colonel Campbell sent in to Governour Carleton, by the 
flag of tiuco which came out for the prisoners’ baggage, 
that he would gladly pay the value of General Montgo- 
mery’s watch, if it could be procured, the consequence of 
which was, they sent out the watch without requiring puy, 
and [ now send it to you by Colonel Ritzema, 

anee ws. 
Montreal, January 29, 1776. 

Daan Generau: I wrote you the 27th instititince 
which I have received the papers and letters of ‘our dear 
deceased General Montgomery, all which, except sane few, 
which contain instructions for our operations in this eoun= 
try L now forward you by Major Ogden. I am informed 
that he commonly burnt all confidential letters fromfiiends 
as he received them, so that there are none left, unless 
there may be some in the packet (o Mr, Livingston, 

Lshall tako particular cave of his effects ancl Captain 
Macpherson’s when | veccive them. ‘The Army féfounts, 
receipts, &c,, [ shall be obliged to keep, fora few days, . 
till I onn get thom copied, to prevent impositions. I hqve 
also received letters from Colonel Arnold, with an estlipate 
of such artillery stores, &o,, as he thinks necossary for (he 
reduction of Quebeck, together with an inventory af buch 
artillery, ammunition, stores, &c., ns are at St, oy’. qnd 
Point-aux-Trembles. As [find the return of storés which » 
has been made from St. Jofn’s is an imperfect one, I shall, 
to-morrow, send Major Lockwood to St. John’s, in com 
pany with Major Ogden, (who will be on his way to the* 
Colonies,) where be will make out, and enclose to yon, an 
exact inventory of nll the artillery, ammunition, stores, &e., 
which ara in this Province in our possession, We have 
but one piece of cannon larger than a twelve-pounder, and ” 
that is a brass twenty-four, If it is possible to send us o 
few heavy cannon across the Lake, J think they will be 
highly necessary, as our small ones will make but little im- 
pression upon such a stiang fortified place as Quebecis ; 
besides, it will hardly answer to stip this garrison and St. 
John’s entirely. ' 

I enclose you a letter from Colonel Arnold to Congress, 
with his estimate, &c, You will sce its. contents, and if 
you think proper, send with it the inventory which Major 
Lockwood will make out. There is no need of suggesting 
to you the alinast infinite importance of taking possession 
of that town, before they can obtain a reinforcement in the 
Spring, and therofore, the most vigorous monsures ought to 
be used, and the greatest expedition in forwarding every 
thing necessary ; more especially, as the Canadéans.and ? 
our fviends here assure me, that by the middle of Marah , 
the roads from this to Quebecie are impassable. rig 

Of the few men who have arrived here, I find several of 
them have bad arms, and are obliged to wait in this place 
to have thein repaired, and even then they-are-but bad. ¥ 
could wish they might be better furnished, ibit were possi 
ble, before they come into this ¢avntrys: I hope, befora 


oa. 
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this reaches you, that the Rebels of Tryon County will be 
uolled, and their good drms put to n better use. 

Accept of my best wishos for your health, suecuss, and 

happiness, and believe me, respectfully, your most obedi- 


ant and very humble servant, Daviw Woosren. 


To General Schuyler. 


Montroal, Fobinary £1, 1776, 

Sim: Your letter of the 2Gth ultimo I have reecived, in 
answer to which, givo mo leave to observe to you, that I 
also claim a right to be treated with the respect due to mo 
asa gentleman and an officer intrusted with a command 
from the honourable the Representatives of ‘Thirteen Colo- 
nies. Why, sir, are these positive mandates? Inve I ever 
diaputed your oiders? Since 1 havo been in tho Army I 
have exerted every faculty to promote a union among the 
ofliccis, and have carefully avoided every thing that might 
have tho least tondency to cause jealousies; in short, sir, I 
have steadily and invariably puisued those measures that 
appeared to me conducive to the true interest of our coun- 
try. Tow ungenerous, therefore, is it that an ‘advantage 
should be taken of my conciliatory disposition, Yet, you 
will pardon mo if I misjudgo. I cannot account for your 
imperious conduct towards me upon any other principle. 
You will remember your letter to me while I was at Se. 
John’s, founded in falsehood, and which you could have no 
Inotive for writing but to insulime, TE thought it, at that 
time, not worth answering, and shall, at present, take no 
furthor notice of it. I shall, howovar, sond « copy of it to 
Congress, and of your last letter, together with copies of 
my own, except the one which you observe was wrote with 
unbegoming subacity ; that is somehow mislaid, and I shall 
bo obillged to you if you will forward it, 1 can remember 
nothit W it cither disrespectful or subacid, and being con- 
fidentfidthing of that naturo was intended, I presume the 
Congress will find that it is not oxpressed. As you havo 
already complained to the honourable the Congress, I 
thought it my duty to show thom what has passed between 
us, and they will judge which of us has the greatost reason 
to. complain of ill teatment. For the present, let the mat- 
tar real, thoy will doubtless do justice, ‘Vhis is no time to 
alforante ; the whole of our tine is little enough to attend to 
the opauntions absolutely necessary for the defence of our 
oountly. 

+ You will give me leavo to inform you that the com- 
manding officer who is with the Army is to give out orders, 
and is tho only compotent judge af what is proper, and whut 
not, for the internal regulation of the Aimy, and for the 
immediate safety of this country. 

free the death of tho worthy and bravo Genoral Mont 
goreny with whom I had the bnppiness to servo in tho 
strictest harmony and friondship, and who evor treated me 
Hike a gentleman) the command devolves upon me, and I 

“shall give out such orders as appear to ine necossary for 
the publick good, and shall send out of the country all pti- 
songys and sich persons as may be thought dangerous to 
our chusa, assoon as i¢ can be done with convenience. ‘I'he 
returns of tho Aimy shall be mado out and transmitted to 
you. I shull also take care that your orders to General 
Monigomery are executed us far as is possible, and shall do 
every thing in my power to oarry into execution every 
resolve of the Congress. 

«Mr. Jordan has accepted the bill for five hundred dol- 
Jars, When it is paid, J shall credit the publick. 1 meh- 
tioned to you, in o former letter, that | thought it very 
necessary that an Artillery company, as well as artillery 
‘atores, &e., should be sent into this country. Should be 
glad to hear whether they can be spared from the Colonies 
or not, and what assistance of that nature wa may expect. 
» ‘Tshall send a copy of this letter to Congress, und shall 
‘also onclose with this a copy of my letter to Congress; if 
there aro any niisrepresentations, you will havo an oppor 
tunity to correct thom, 

Tam, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, « 
Davin Woosren. 


“To Gonetal Schuyler, 

PS. I will jost observe further, that 1 think it would 
have'beon much more geherous in you, to have pointed out 
lor mie the exceptionablo part of my letters, before you 
‘complained ts Congress, ‘ co : 
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Ticondoroga, Ostobor 23, 1775, 
Sm: Being well informed that you have declared, on 
your way to this place, that if you were at St, John’s, you 
would march into the ort, at the head of your regiment, 
and ag itis just that you should have an opportunity of 
showing your prowess and that of your regiment, I have 
desired General Montgomery to give you leave to make 
the attempt, if you choose. J do not wish, however, that 
you should be too lavish of your men’s lives, unless you 
have a prospect of gaining tha Wortress. 
Lam, sir, your most humble servant, 
Privy Senvynen. 
To General Hooster. 


TNAM 'TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Roxbury Camp, Fobruary 11, 1776, 

May ar pruase your Excennnndy: Yoy, have enclos- 
eda chart of some of tho most important posts and rising 
ground in and near Boston, which is as exacts I am able 
to make from tho little leisure 1 bave had to take surveys 
of them. By this draft, it appears, that the enemy’s works 
on the Neck is nemer the Causeway going lo Dorchester- 
Point than Bunker Ehll is to the covered way going on 
to Lechmere’s Point. Therefore, if a covered, way was 
necessary in that case, it will be in this, Should your 
Excellency think proper to order works thrown up on any 
part of the Point, how this covered way will bo made is a 
quostion, ‘T’o prooure upland or marsh turf at this scason, 
is, in my opinion, absolutely impossible, and nothing short 
of timber, instead of turf, will nsier the purpose. Che me- 
thod 1 have thought of, is to side or hew the timbor on (wo 
sides only, raising a single tier on the side of the Causae 
way, raising a parapet of stono and earth next the enemy, 
the timber to be well spliced together, and, if need bo, a 
post with a biace in about fifty feat to support the timber 
against tho stono and oarth. I know stono are bad in a 
parapet, bat as they are ensily procured from the walls at 
Dorchester, and 1 think cannot be driven through tho tim- 
ber by any shot whatever, 1 would place thom at the bot. 
tom, and covor the top with carth, which might bo procured 
by opening a pit for that purpose, About two hundred 
rods is necessary to ba mado a covered way, whioh oiglity 
tons of timber to raiso one foot, and so in proportion to 
every foot tf parapet is high, 

L have boen to the swamp I montioned to your Excel- 
Jency the other day, find it between twolve and thirteon 
miles from the tines of Porchester ; (hore is near ono hun- 
dred tons already got out, besides a number of mill-logs; 
the carting from this place will bo twelve shillings per ton. 
One Iinulred tons more may be had on these lands, if the 
swamp doos not brenls, and, no doubt, but timber may be 
had in other places, What your J&xcolloney may think-of 
so costly a work 1 cannot tell, it is tho only method J kuow 
of, but wish a boiter way may be found out, I hope your 
Excellency will pardon my olliciousness in suggesting, that 
think this work may be carried on with sufety to tho pao- 
ple employed, and to the cause in genoral, as the ehemy 
cnnnot take possession of Dorehester-Uill at present. “Can 
wo, by any means, raiso a covered way in this frozen season, 
it will be of no small consequonco in taking possession of 
this ground in a fayoutablo hour, ‘I'ho people who haya 
boon employod by Mr. Davis in getting tho timber ott of 
the swamp, will get no more unloss your Exoallenoy gids 
orders for it, ‘ged a 


I remain, your Excellenoy’s most obediont, ucts 
Rurvs Puram. 


RUFUS LU! 


To General 7¥ashington, 


MEMORIAL OF WEST*INDIA PLANTERS AND MERCITANTS, 
PRESENTED TO LORD GEORGR GNRMAINE, 
Fobruary 12, 1776. 

Your momorialists, in consequence of your Juordships’ 
inclination, publickly declared, to nssist and relieye tho Su- 
gar Colonics, your memorialits hold a sonetal Sealing on 
the 22d of December last, and another on the ‘7th instant, 
tho result whereof has been to lay the following propogi- 
tions before your Lordships, ; i 

That it is the opinion of your memorialists; that during 
the continuation of this calamitous war, and the intériié- 
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tion of commerce with the associated Provinces in North 
America, no adequate consumption can be found but in 
Great Britain and Ireland for those parts of the produce 
of the Sugar Colonies which used to be given in exchange 
for lumber and provisions, and consumed in North Ame- 
ried. 

That it is the opinion of your memorialists, that stopping 
theadistillation of grain in Great Britain and Ireland, i 
like manner as it was stopped in Great Britain by the 
acts of Parliament passed in the 80th, 382d, and 33d years 
of the reign of His Majesty King George the Second,) 
would materially promote such consumption, and thereby 
enable them to purchase some provisions and lumber 
wherever they may be found. 

That it is the opinion of your memotialists, that redu- 
cing the duty of excise payable upon the importation of rum 
into Great Britain and Ireland, and from spnits drawa from 
molasses in @reat Britain and Ireland, so far as to accom- 
modate its price to the various uses of manufactures and 
consumptiu®) to which spirituous liquors are commonly 
applied, would materially promote such consumption, 

Your memotialists having thus submitted to your Lord~ 
ships their sentiments of what may afford some immediate, 
though inadequate relief to their impending distress, are 
nevertheless of opinion, that peace only, and only such @ 
pee as will restore the ancient intercourse’ between the 

‘est-India Islands and the Noithern Continent of Ame- 
rica, to the general harmony and tasting benofit of the 
Whole British empire, can effectually prevent the evils 
with which they are more than threatened, 

That your memorialists have informed your Lordships of 
their wants and their propositions for rolicf, are anxious to 
bé forthwith enabled to give such directions to their agents 
abroad for the future management of their property and 
concerns as may correspond with the countenance and en- 
couragement they hope to receive from Administration. 


’ ~— 


+ MARYLAND GOUNGIL OF SAPETY TO WILLIAM SPEAR, 
[No. 13.) Annapolis, Fobruary 12, 1776, 
Sm: We are sorry to hear of the seizure of the vessels 
you mention in yours of the 7th; however, we hopo the 
report about Neill’s schooner may not bé wue, As we may 
mobably think of giving some further instrugtions to your 
Japtain, wo shall take it as a favour if, when he comes 
down, you will accompany him. Wo are, &¢. 
Lo'Witliam Spear, Esq. 
MARYLAND COUNGIL OF SAPETY TO DELEGATES IN CONGRESS. 
[No. 14] : Annapolis, Fobrnury 12, 1776, 
« Geyrcenen: The Convention in consequence of the 
desire of the Congress, had ordered three companies of 
ouy Minute-Men to march to the assistance of the Coun- 
ties of Accomack and Northampton, in Virginia; two of 
them are already, as wo hear, at their stations, and you will 
seo by the enclosed, the reason why tho other is prevent- 
ed from complying with the orders of the Convention. 
Wervould, were it in our power, with great readiness spare 
the arms wanted. Since the rising of the Convention till 
Friday last, we have not heard from the Eastern Shore. 
The communication having been cut off by the frost, we 
send you the letters, that you may know the state of the 
alfaivs, and, if necessary, apprize the Congress of it, 
We are, &c. 
To the Deputies for Maryland, in Congress. 
“ 
# STEPHEN WEST T0 GABRIEL DUVALL 
4 Woodyard, Monday, Fobruary 12, 1776, 
"Sm: I received your letter of the 6th, by order of the 
Council of Safety, respecting my powder and gun-locks. As 
to the first, a certificate and receipt with the other papers 
were lodged somo days past by my.son with the Treasurer, 
wha, as { yanted the money, was so civil as to pay it to my 
son, Many formality further is necessary, I must pray the 
favour of the honourable Council of Safety, and grant it, 
the powder and lead, upon producing my receipt, and their 
order will be instantly delivered.e Mean time, it is under 
the care and eye of the Committee—the quantity five hun- 
dred and seventy-five pounds powder, sixteen hundred 


Fourrs Sentes.—Vou. tv. 
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pounds of lend and shot. As to gun-logks, I was desired 
when I was at Annapolis to kedp what I had, and what 
euttoe knives also. I sent upon account of both, viz: 
ninoty-two gun-locks, price from seven shillings six ponce, 
to sixteen shillings six pence—the ayeiage, thirleen shillings 
three pence, which 1 believe you will find amang the Seerat 
Committee papers. The qualities are yarious—some plain, 
some single bridle, some double, but all pretty good as those 
prices can afford. Wo have some locks hereabouts that 
cost eighteen shillings, sterling, at London, and I have seen 
some at thirty-seven shillings six pence, steiling. Those 
Thave will, I believe, do pretty well, J could haye sold 
them to better advantage to the Vérginéa agents, but as I 
supposed sometime or other our people would prepare for 
defence, and my smith’s repaiing fire-arms, and wanting 
locks, I kept them. 1 am very indifferent about selling 
them, but if the honourable Council of Safety desire to 
have them they are at their service. I believe [ may have 
one hundred. I bought most of them in the South Branch 
of Virginia. As to the cuttoes, I haye two hundred and 
thinty-one, as you will see by the account. My brimstone 
cost me more than the public offers, I lost not a moa- 
ment in communicating the letter directed to 7. C., 8S. ¥, 
and W. I’. W., and setting engines to worl, and 1 belicve 
we shall succeed, but we want money to exchange. OF 
this more hereafter. My best respects attend the honour- 
able Council, and am, sir, your very humble servant, 
Srernen West. 


To Mr. Gabriel Duvall, Clerk of the Council of Safety. 


WHOMAS CONTEE AND OTMIERS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF 
BSAFLTY. 

Uppor-Marlborough, Februnry 12, 1776, 
Genruemen: We reccived yours of tho 2d “instant, 
with the appointment, and have immediately set dbout the 
business. We find it may be necessary to have wush in 
hand to give exchange for specie, as we shall, get sinall 
sums in many hands, and people will prefer hi¥ihg the 
money at the time they give up their gold and silver, , This 
mole would save us much trouble, and we presume the 
it would forward the business. If you was to send us down 
fifteen hundred pounds, common money, immediately, by 
some safo hand, and each of us would be accountable for 
five hundred pounds, We wish it may be in our power to 

collect a much larger sum in this County. If'so, we.shall* + 

any for more when we return the former sum in spécie. 

6 are, gentlemen, with great respect, your most obe- 
Tuomas Contes, 


dient servants, ig 
x Srerren West, ‘ek 
Wiutram T. Woonron,” 


To tho Honourable Council of Safety of Maryland, 


COLONEL H, HOLLINGSWORTH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF . 
SAFETY, 

Cocil County, Mond of Blk, Fobruary 12, 17705 

Genrtemen: On my return home, J find our éémmig- 
sions for this battalion are not come to hand, which induces 
me to conclude they are not made out, and in the return, 
now with you, I apprehend an Adjutant is omitted. Iam 
this day desired (by Colonel Charles Rumsey, who is now 
called from home) to recommend to your [onours, Mr, 
Janes Laker, as a suitable person for Adjutant for wits. 
Battalion, and to pray in his behalf, that a commission be: 
made out for said Lujcer, (as Adjutant), to come up with 
the other commissions for the battalion, with the bearers. 
Messrs, Ewing and Gilpin, if convenient ; as some of the 
companies are rather ticklish, the forwarding the commis~ 

sions may be of particular service, 

Permit me, in hehalfof Colonel Rumsey, to style myself,. 

gentlemen, your most obedient, and most humble servant,, 
H. Worrtnesworrn, Licutenant-Colonela, ‘ 


To the Honourable Council of Safety of Maryland. 4 


r 


+ i 
top ts o> 


GLONGE STACKER TO MARYLAND COUNCID, OFF sAFERY, 
Frodoricktown, Pobpary 12,1776, 
Genriomen: Mr. Thomas Smyth, my Biyst Lieutenant, 
waits on you, to receive the money moessary.to arm and 
. #4 or 


® ei 


Toit 
equip my compaoy. ‘The sum you will sea by the onclosod 
estimate, I hope you will not delay sending the monoy, 


as we are retarded by nothing but the want of necessaries. 
Lam, gontlemen, your most obediont servant, 
Groner Stnicken, 


To tha Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland, 





JONN HARRISON, JUN., 10 MARYLAND COUNGIL OF SAFRTY. 
Frodoricktown, Pubiuury 12, 1776, 
Sm: By direction of the Committee, [ transinitted to 
the last Convention, an account of the expenses of con- 
veying and guarding the powder, &c., sent by order of the 
Council of Safety to Baltimore, which, E am told, the Con- 
vention allowed. ‘Che persons employed by the Commit- 
tee look to them for their money. tam, therefore, do~ 
sired to request you will be pleased to send it up by tho 
bearer, Mr, dia TPilliams, "Lhe umount you have below, 
exclusive of the wages to tho officer of the guard, whoso 
allowance was Ioft to the Convention, which I presume 
they settled. 
Tam, gentlemen, your most bumblo servant, 
Joun Hamusoy, Jun. 


To tho Ifonourable the Council of Safety of Maryland. 


Threo wagons hired, at four pounds each, - ~ £12 00 
Six mon asa guard, at thinty-tivo shillings and six 


pence, cach, + « # se © 915 


Deberemeren it 


LRL 1G 


Officor of the Guard, 


SHMOMAG EWING TO MANYEAND COUNCIL OV SAFETY. 

A Baltimoro, Pobruary 12, 1776, 
Honounanin Sms; 1 now acquaint you, that agreoablo 
to your orders directed to Major Gisé and myself, 1 havo 
proved all the guns mado hy tho gunsmiths in town, as be~ 
low, in company with Mr. Vanbibber, who has soon them 
sovoral (ines tried in Augland, Mr. Keener, after socing 
he rost tried, refused to havo his proved; but epon my 
hreatening « good deal, ho complied, We charged ull the 
juns_ with ono ounce of powder, and two balls, T have a 
froofestanp, with which L stamped all that proved good, 

vbioh stamp I will not deliver to any, without your orders. 
T have tho honour to be, your most obedient, humble sor- 


vant, Yuonas Ewing. 
To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland, 
1776, Feb. 7. Peter Lydick, 72 guns; 64 good, 8 bad. 
My OS. Missoramith, 27 guns; 23 good, 4 bad. 
at Ps & Keenan, 82 guns; 13 good, 19 bad. 


bina WILLIAM NEILY. TO QUARTET CARROLE, 
Baltimoro, Pobruary 12, 1776, 

Siity Before this, no doubt, you lave heard of tho ill fate 
of the achoonar Nancy, at St, ddustatia. 1 havo as yet no 
letters.ftom ny Captain or supereargo. I daily expect to 
Hoar from then; as soon as I do, shall advise you. As to 
Tha vessol’s being taken, that account is confirmed different 
Ways, which Lam sorry for, [ have provided a cargo of 
flour some time ago, expeating the sehooner in, and had no 
doubt of her bringlog ammunition, which would have got 
ye a permission to Avo loaded her out on my own ac- 
count. [have a good deal of money due me from St. 
Orotx, a Danésh Island, near to St. Hustatia, If your ho- 
nourable Council would give me’libeity to seid a schooncr 
I now have here, to that place, where I have a number of 
correspondents, which I know to be true friends to our 
cause, and will go any lengths to serve us with such things 
as wo may want, I would Joad her with three or four thou- 
sand red-oak staves, some flour, and Jedian meal, and 
corn, and sond her immedintely to St. Croft, whore my 
Captain, with the assistance of wy friends there, would get 
all the powder that could bo got tn that island, and cofld go 
ovar to St, Hustatia; leave my vessel at St. Crotw; purchase 
such goods as I wanted; order powder, &c., if to be got, 
and take it to St, Croia ina small cra, where it might, 
with great safety, be put on board my vessel, ‘The money 
that is due me there, and the cargo I would send out, would, 
T think, buy near two thousand pounds yalue of a back 
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cargo. So eligible is this plan to me, that [ have laid it 
beforo you, that i' you glva mo permission, L will risk it all 
on my own account, and will give all the arms, ammuni- 
tion, &e., { may get in, the first offer of all, to the Council 
of Safety, Should you bo afraid, that by granting me this 
permission, you would be troubled with taany other appli- 
cations, it need not be known to any, but that she goes on 
account of the Province. 

Sir, you will please excuse me troubling you, as you are 
tho only gentleman of the Couneil I have tho honour to 
bo acquainted with. 

Pray favour mo with an answer by tho first opportunity, 
and you will much oblige, sir, your very humble servant, 

Wintaat Neti, 


To tho Honourable Charles Carroll, a Member of the 
Council of Salety, 





CHESTER COUNTY CPMNNSYLYANIA) oonmrnrn Se 
Tn Committso, Chortor County, Fobrwtty 12, 1776, 

Resolved, ‘That Benjamin Brannan, Walter Pinney, 
and Johan Beaton, be, and they are hereby, appointed to 
attend the Salipetro Works in PAtladelphia, in order to 
obtain a competent knowledge of the method of making 
that article, as practised there, that they may be qualified to 
exhibit the process to such of the inhabitants of this Goun- 
ty, whoso publick virtue and patriotism: may load them to 
enter into the manufacture of that useful and art 
commoditys and Caleb Davis, Doctor Kennedy, and Hil 
Kiam Montvomery, avo appointed to receive all the Baltpoe 
tre that shall bo mado in this County, and also pay for the 
sume agrecubla to the Rosolvo of tho Committee of Safaty. 

Resolved, ‘That cach Member of this Committoe will 
‘o through their respuctive ‘Lownships, to collect good 
3lunkets for the uso of Colonel Wayne’s Battalion, to bo 
doliverod in Chester, to Colonel J°, Johnson, who will pay 
such price for the same, on account of the Congress, a9 the 
snid Committee have agreed for with tha Inhabitants, 

Resolved, ‘Chat the Inhabitanis of Chester, Marens- 
Ifoole, and the adjacent neighbourhood, bo requested im« 
mediately to form ono Autillery Company, to consist of 
forty-five Privates, one Cuptuin, a Captain-Licutenaat, and 
a Sivst and Second Lieutenant, aud four Sergeants, who 
will be supped with tho necossary ficld-pieces, &e., for 
accommodating the same, 

By order of the Committeo :« 

F, Jounson, Secretary. 


To tho Inhabitants of the Northwest District of the Coun# 
: ty of Cimsrnrn 

Pursuant to a Resolve of tho Committeo of Inspection 
for the County of Ches/or, tho subscriber having attended 
at the Manufactory, in the city of Philadelphia, and having 
reecived all the necosgary information and instructions re- 
apeoling the process of making Saltpotre, hereby gives 
notice, that he will attend at tho louse of Mr, JoAnson, In 
Bast- Whiteland, on the tat and 2d of Mareh ; at the house 
of Mr. Culbertson, at tha Tene Spree, on tho 4th*and 
Sth; at tho house of Mr. McKnight, in Test-Nanimeal, 
on tho 7th and 8th; at tho house of Mr. Brumbach, in 
Pincent, on the Lith and 12th; at the house of. My, 
Gibbons, in Hest-Nantmeal, on the 14th and 15th of said 
month, in order to tench and instruct all sugh pea 
may be influenced by patriotism to engage in this 1dGdihlo 
undertaking, so peculiarly necessary and interesting in the 
epresont critical juncture, at which several times and places 
the process is intended to be shown to all who may please 
to attend, P Joun Buaron. 


Lo the Inhabitants of the County of Cursrmn. 


Pursuant to the recommendation of the Committee of 
Safety for the Provinee of Pennsylvania, to the Committee 
of Inspection for the County of Chestor, Benjamin Bran- 
nan, Walter Finney, and John Beaton, were a Pirsinted to 
attond the Saltpetre Manufactory, in the city of Philadel 
phia, in ovder to porfect themselves in said art. We having 
complied therewith, do, hareby give notico to all those 
whose publick virtue and patriotick spirit would excite 
thom to sucha valuable and necessary undertaking at this 
crisis of timo, that attendance will be given at the house of 
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Mrs. MWithy, in the borough of Chester, on the Ist and 2d 
of March; at the house of Mr. Hood, in Oxford, on the 
4th and 5th; at the house of Mr. Miller,in Birmingham, 
on the Gth and 7th; at the house of Mr. Powell, in New- 
town, on the 8th and 9th; at the house of Mr. Bell, in 
Kennet, on the 12th and 13th; and at the house of PWal- 
ter Finney, in New-London, on the 14th and 15th of said 
month, in order to teach and instruct all persons who may 
please to apply at the times and places above-mentioned. 
Bensamin Brannan, 
Warren Finney. 


PRESIDENT HANCOCK 10 NEW-JERSEY CONGRESS, 
Philadelphia, February 12, 1776, 

Grnruemen: The arrival of troops at New- York, the 
importance of that place to the welfare of Amevica, and the 
necessity of thiowing up a number of works to prevent our 
enemies from landing and taking post there, render it ne~ 
cessary that number of troops should Immediately join 
General Lee. I am, therefore, desired to apply to you, 
and request you would, with all possible expedition, send 
detachments of your Minute-Men, equal to a battalion, 
ou proper officers, and well armed and accoutred,) to 

few Yorke, there to be under the command of General 
Lee, 

Your approved zeal in the cause of your country gives 
me tho strongest assurance that you will with alacrity em- 
brace this opportunity of giving nid to your neighbours, and 
that your people will cheerfully engage in a servico by 
which they will not only render a very essential service to 
their country, but also have an opportunity of acquiring 
military skill and knowledge in the construction of field~ 
works, and the method of fartifying and intrenching camps, 
by which they will be the better able, when occasion calls, 
to defend their rights and liberties, 

Tam, gentlemen, your obediont humble servant, 

Joun Hancock, President. 


To the Honourable Convention of New-Jersey. 


PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL LER. 
Philadelphia, February 12, 1776, 
Sin: Your letter of the 9th instant I this morning re- 
ceived, and immediately laid before Congréts, who, with- 
out delay, paying that attention to it which the intelligence 
therein ‘contained required, despatched on order to the 
Convention of New-Jersey, and made application to the 
Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania, requesting thom to 
send immediately to your assistance, from each of their 
respective Colonies, detachments from the Minute-Mon 
and Associators equal to a battalion, from ench Colony. 
The battalion from New-Jersey, which lies contiguous, 
wil}, Thope, be with you in two or three days. A ton of 
powder is, also, ordered to bo sent forward to you, with all 
possible expedition, ‘The four battalions ordered to be 
raised in Pennsylvania, are, 1 understand, in great for- 
wardness. The Congross have given orders to have a 
retffrn made of those inlisted. 
_. That God may restore you to health, and crown your 
endeavours in defence of liberty with success, is the sin- 
cere and ardent prayer of, sir, your most humble servant, 
Joun Hancoox, President, 


To Major-Ggneral Lee, at New-York, 


P, 8. The Congress will determine, as soon as possible, 
“Yobpecting an Hospital, and you shall know the result, 
€ 


ee + AN EARNEST APPEAL go THE PEOPLE. 
" Philadolphia, February 12, 1776, 


I cannot recall an idea to my mind more amazingly 
absurd and stupid, than the idea of Lord North’s second 
attempt to gull the Colonists into a belief of his inclination 
to hold out to them terms of a safe and amicable reconci- 
liation with Great Britain. No one is ignorant that the 
“Anerleans have offered every thing that can possibly be 
devised, to hary the injurious and enslaving claim of Ad- 
ministration in perpetual oblivion, and leave matters on the 
sanie footing they were befgre thd pretence was held up. 
Thoso generous proposals, however often repeated, have 
as often been rejected with an insolent contempt; and yet, 
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the profound politician tells his opponents in the British 
House of Common’, that he is heartily inclined to a recon- 
ciliation with the Colonies, and willing to put them in the 
situation they so passionately desire; that is, (says he toa 
Courtier demanding explanation,) in a state of absolute de- 
pendance on the Jrittsh Parliament in all cases whatso- 
ever ; for, says his Lordship, they were unquestionably thus 
ss ig in 1763, 

Jad his Lordship entirely forgot the success of his for- 
met experiments, perhaps a trial of the same wretched 
trick over again, might have appeared -less ridiculous; 1 
maj, indeed, say, less insulting to the Jowest understand- 
ing. I would ask the most credulous votary for making up 
the dispute, what possible grounds they perceive to found 
their expectation ofa permanent reconciliation upon ? Has 
any thing lately turned up which has indicated a change of 
disposition in the Prince or his favourites? Can a majori- 
ty which have been secured from one seven years to ano~ 
ther, by pure force of corruption, be depended on to remain 
firm to a slaughtering, plundering, and desolating Court, and 
share the detestution of present and future ages for, mera 
nothing? Mas the Court resolved to enst Bernard, Hutch- 
inson and daughter, Richardson, the murderer, crazy John 
Malcolm, and Richardson, the recent volunteer, out on the 
community? 1 tell you nay. 

You have a fresh instance of the firmness of the Cabi- 
net, in adding another three thousand pound pensioner to 
the list, in a conjuncture when all mankind will confess 
there is need of snving, These burdensome pensions must 
come from some part of the dominions, If Great Britain 
and Jreland have couceived such a mortal hatred to Ame- 
rica that they can hug her most inveterate cnemigs in 
their bosom, and vote thom such munificent rewards for 
diawing her into so destructive a civil war, we cannot be 
safa in the power of such enemies. If they abound in re- 
sources as largely as Mr, WVedderdurne and others boast 
they do, let them cease complaining of their poverty, and 
contentedly discharge their own national debt, rather: than 
go on auginenting it by their efforts to saddle it@tith an 
unlimited pension list, on Ameriea, 

Does the nation bear the weight of the present unnatu- 
ral quarrel with America, on other terms than a firny assu- 
rance of the Court that millions of leading men’s depends 
ants shall be provided for in America, for whom places can 
by no means be found at home. — s not the very genius of 
the people of Great Britain and Ireland corrupted, ingo+ 
much that the views of young fellows of education, or an 
connexion with men of note, are altogether set on abllsk 
money? Can our peaacable men indulge a gleam of hope 
that this humour will alter, or that youths, bied in idleness 
and dissipation, will become industrious and diginterested 
patriots? [f not, they must then bo so weak aso conceit 
that Ministers will become less fond of fingering the pub- 
lick money, and securing themselves in places of power 
and profit by means of it—indoed, that they will become 
more honest and saving of the national money than/thoso 
the Constitution has appointed as a check upon them, 

It js no wonder they tell of sending a formidable fleet 
and army to bring over their terms of reconciliation, when 
they are in no one article different from the terms they 
first aimed (o impose. Had the Minister, or more properly 
the obstinate author of all our troubles, had the remotest 
idea of favouring us with a Government of laws, which had 
any respect to the security of our lives and properties, he 
had long since granted, with a good grace, petitions, mada 
and repeated with the most dutiful and persevering affec- 
tion, which asked for nothing more? Sed aut Ceasar ant 


* gullus, seems the unalterable determination of the man, 


who soothed our already elated expectations, by on inau- 
gural declaration that he gloried in the name of Briton, 
then @ distinctive characteristick of the patrons of univer- 
sal liberty. If, therefore, the whole body of the governing 
and influential part of the governed, in Great Britain, he 
unalterably set upon extorting ibute from the Colopies; 
and the better to secure the collection of it, claims rightiyo 
impose laws, and executors of those laws, dependant onlys 
an themselves for appointment, continuance, aid support 
and all these to be extended at their sole pleaghre, if may 
readily be determined in what condition the:absdlutely pas- 
sive subjects of such an unnatural ce would quickly 
be. It is ovident they have concluded on two things, via : 
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to make a hold push for onr entire subjection, as their ends 
would be thereby more readily answered ; but that being 
found impracticable, we are to be tied with negotiation, in 
which all the eral, duplicity, and panick faith of Adwinis- 
tration is to be expected. Pray God, it may be wisely 
and firmly guarded against! ‘The honourable and worthy 
Join Coltins, Iesy., of Newport, Rhode-Island, ou the ar~ 
rival of Loith Noréh’s Inst conciliatory plan, observed, that 
notwithstanding the exposuic of his largo estate to whnt- 
ever dopicdations tho cnemy sav fit to make upon ity he 
was more concerned for the probable success of their arts 
than arms, Had the Americans in general the wisdom and 
firmnoss of that gontleman, matiers would never have come 
to the present melancholy lengths wo find them, Towever, 
in the great and general plan of Lim who putteth down 
and setieth up States, this is, doubtless, an indispensa- 
ble part, and, therefore, not to be complained of; but it 
has amazed mo to contemplate the numerous instances of 
disappointment our enemies have met with in every plot 
they havo laid for our destruction, Wow did Bernard and 
Thuchinson flatter themselves with the number of fiends 
they had in several towns of the Massachusetts, and thought 
that a very wifling force from the other side of the water, 
added to their minions, dependants, and expectants, would 
crush a little turbulent faction who disturbed their daling 
«measures? Certainly, men intoxicated with a lust of abso- 
lute powar, found something in the appearance of things to 
tole thom on to an object so grateful to their fondost wishes ; 
othorwise they would have been contented to nugment and 
confirm their power by such unpereoived degreos, thut 
the happy days many toll uswe have enjoyed under a con- 
tinunlly invading usurpation, would not yet have been so 
sonsibly interrupted. No less hasthe so ofien extolled Go- 
svernour ‘Cryon boen disappointed in bis henovolent inton- 
tions respecting New-York, Mis band on Long- Island, 
and on the east sido of Lludson’s River, with Sir John 
Johnson nmong his vassnls, and the Indians, gave him grent 
hopes of having matters in a fino tain before the invincible 
Arinada arrived in the Spring ; instead of which, it is pro- 
bablo the active General Lee will so fortify that place, that 
all the foree they can spend against it will be insuficient to 
reduce it, Dunmore, with all his wanton ravage, has done 
litle more than exaspernte tha Pirginians, and convinced 
that brave Colony, that they oan be formidable to Savayos 
on tho east as well as the west side of their Dominion. 
Carleton’s Canadians mako no such figure in the ha- 
yangues of the pensioner, as they did Inst year; and in caso 
foreigners are to be procured to be poured in upon us, the 
mreatest opposors of our total separation from Arttain ae~ 
Coates they would then no longer defer a declaration 
of independency, und application to other powors for thuir 
protectians 'To this the wholo scene appears rapidly ad- 
vauclng, in my viow, as hastily ag Infinite Wisdom thinks 
Proper to conduct it; and if this bo Lis most gracious do« 

sign, Ko will work, and nono shall hindor. 
i 
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COLONEL DAYTON 'TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
(Road Pabruary 13.—Roforred to Mr, Smith, Mr, Nartlott, Mr. Adana.) 
4 Philadalphin, Fobrunry 12, 1776. 

'Gevcrmmen: Boing just honoured with tho appoint 
+ments of two of the Field-Officers of the Third Jersey 
Battalion, wo tako the freedom of iequosting your attention 
to a very interesting matter, We are determined to oxort 
outselyes in raising and equipping our regiment in the best 
and most speedy manner, but are well aware of the difi- 
culty we shall nseet with in procuring all the arms within our 
own Provinee; certainly it cannot be accomplished without 
disarming the Militia in such a manner as to leave the Pro- 
tines (a great purt of which is a frontier country) in a very 
defencetess and dangerous situation, almost three regiments 
having been armed by it already. Being informed that a 
considerable number of arms havo lately arrived, and others 
daily expected, wo earnestly request you to grant us (if 
possible) such a supply, as to yourselves may scom mect, 
by which means our battalion will be armed as soon as 
raised. Should we bo confined to the arms now in the 
Provinca, we shall strip our Militia, the recruits will long 
ho inactive, and, when called to action, be unacquainted 
with the firelock. We shall; gentlemen, exert our utmost 
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endeavours to procura what we can within ourselves, and 
should it pleaso you to render us a small supply, wo hope, 
as soon as aur men are raised, to have arms to put into 
their hands. 
Wo ate, gentlemen, with tho greatest rgspect, your very 
humble servants, Kaas Darvon, 
: Vraners Banner. 


To the Honourablo John Uancoek, May, 


SAMUEL BAYAN) TO JOUN MeKESSON. 
At Mr. Nioholaa Bayard's, February 12, 1776, 4 
Sin: Soon afer my coming here yesterday afternoon, 
having occaston to go out of the house, 1 was a little sur- 
prised at finding myself closely attended by a guard, and 
upon remarking this to the oflicor epmmanding, at being 
told that he looked upon me as a close prisogor. Ll never 
have any objections to a person’s doing what he estcoms 
his duty; and, therefore, readily submitted. «Bat as thig 
treatment is rathor different fiom what t supposed to be the 
intention of the Committeo, J ithought it necessary to ac- 
quaint you with it. ‘heir intention, I supposed, was that 
I should be in custody, with liberty, however, to use my 
recreation of walking ha the house, upon my parole not 
to quit the records, This engagement ] will readily give, 
and shall esteem it n favour if you will procure these ordera 
to bo explained, 1 shall also be obliged to you if you will 
sond mo a certified copy of tho’ first order, by which tho 
records, and my person, were taken into custody and re 
moved hither, 
Jam, dear sir, your most obedient servant, 
Samuxn Bayann, Jun, 
To John Me Kesson, lisq. 
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‘THOMAS PALMER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS, 
Nowburgh, in Uletor County, February 12, 1776, 

Gontiemen: Mr, William Martin, of New-Marlbo- 
rough Precinet, in Ulster County, has inlisted filty-soven 
men towards a company, for the standing troops to be 1aiged 
for this Province the ensuing sonson. ‘The enclosed pa» 
pers will fully show the laudable principles he set out upon, 
which 1 recommend to your consideration, I have en- 
couraged hiin®that I did not doubt but they will meot with 
your applobation, Mr. Martinds a worthy man, much at- 
tached to the liberties of his country, and no doubt a good 
soldier, as he served Uiree campnigns the Jast war, and was 
distinguished for a man af caurnge. You will undarstand 
by one of the enclosed papers, ho bas the recommendation 
af the Committee of his Precinct, and ng ho has been at 
considerable cost and trouble in raising those men for so 
necessary a purposo, I bag you will fivaur him with a ware 
rant for filling up his company. People in gonoral, tn thig 
County, are vory spirited for the canso, and 1 makd no 
doubt but one-fourth part of our Militia would inlist in the 
standing forces if wanted. 

Tam, very respectfully, gentlemen, your most .humblo 


sorvant, Tuomas Paton, 


To tho Chairman of tho Provincial Congress for tho Pro- 
vinco of New- Yori. 


ROBERT KR, RANDALL TO NEW-YORK CONaRKSsy ° 
Now-York, Fobruaty 19, 1776, * 
» Gentinwen: Undorstanding that there is to be raised, 
in this Province, some battalions, and being desirous of 
serving my much injured country in a military capacity, 
(though totally unacquaintdd with any of its branches,) ine 
duces me to offer myself as a candidate for a company in 
the First Battalion, in expectation that the Field-Officers 
will be men of ability, and equal to the important charge 
of conducting a regiment, in the Cabinet ns well ua in the 
ficld, and doubt not but that such an appointment will bo 
mada as will do honour to the Province, as woll ng Bectu- 
ally setve our just cause, 
Tam, gentlemen, yours to serve, 
° Ronert R. Ranpanwa * 


To the Honourable the Provincial Congress for the Pro» 
vince of New-York, , & 
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GUNCRAL ARNOLD TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
Camp before Québeck, February 12, 1776, 

Duan Sm: My last was of the lst of February, since 
which nothing has occurred woth notice, except several 
desertions from the gairison, who are much distressed for 
fuel, and must soon burn their houses and shipping ; they 
are at short allowance of provisions, and obliged to mount 
guard every other night, which has made gieat uneasiness 
among the scamen, who are the principal part of the gar- 
rison, 

T have just received the resolves of the honourable Con- 
tinental Congress as Inte as 10th of January, and beg leave 
to present them my respectful compliments and sincere 
thanks for the honourable mark of esteem they have been 
pleased to confer on me, which { shall study to deserve. 

The multiplicity of accounts which daily arise here, and 
many which originated in the life of General Montgomery, 
together wit? those of the Commissaries and Quarternsas- 

* ters (whieh, in my opinion, ought often to be adjusted) as 
well as thos®of Colonel Lévingston’s Regiment, and many 
otheis, which are intricate, and do not immediately fall 
under my particular depatment, renders it impossible for 
a commanding officer to pay that attention to them which 
they deserve, and, at the same time, do his duty as a sol- 
dier, 1 have, therefore, to request that the honourable 
Continental Congress would take into their consideration, 
the directing tho Paymaster to adjust those accounts, or 
appointing a Committee for that purpose, who, I make no 
doubt, would find full employment, prevent many fiauds, 
and greatly accelerate the publick business. 

We have been reinforced with only one hundred and 
seventy-five men; our whole force is about cight hundred 
offective men. Wo have about two hundred sick and_unfit 
for duty, near fifty of them with the small-pox. Tho Cana- 
dians, in most of the Parishes, mount for their own safety, 

Jam, with great esteem, dear sir, your most obedient and 
very humble servant, B. Annoup. 


To the [Ionourable John FLancock. 


GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Lobanon, February 12, 1776, 

., Sr: [received your two favours of the 8th instant; 
have also received, per Bacon, the remittsce for the cx- 
penses of the French gentlemen to Philadelphia, 1 had 
no design to have ever called on you for the money paid 
our troops under your immediate command, but to have 
accounted with the Congress, had we uot been unexpect- 
. edly drained of cash and had pressing calls upon us, two 
or threo ways at once. That to the northward could not pos- 
sibly havo been answered, but for the soasonuble arrival of 
the Continental supply, just sufficient for that purpose. 
-Ourother demands, for the common service, are many. 
The men, for the short servico with you, could not have 
marched without some money, which they have, 1 trust, 
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wholly expended for necessary clothing, &. J, therefore, 
could have wished it had been in your power to have re- 
mitted the sum advanced by our Pay-Table, but shall do 
every thing in my power that the common interest do not 
suffer, 

Iam greatly concerned for the scarcity of powder and 
arms. We have not half a sufficiency for oursel ves, as the 
circumstances may be, yet anxious to furnish you, for the 
common good, with every supply in our power, have or- 
dered a quantity of gunpowder, lately arrived at Bedford, 
in Dartmouth, carted to and now lying at Providence, on 
account of this Colony, to be sent you with all possible ex- 
pedition, Three thousand weight of this we conclude to 
oider to Major Thompson, Agent for the Massachusetts 
Colony, on account of money he supplied to Mr. Shaw; 
the importer, for that end, and you will consult him or them 
conceining the use of it. 1 suppose the whole to be up- 
wards of six thousand weight, the residue, on account of 
this Colony, for which shall expect payment, or to be re- 
placed, as shall be hereafier chosen by us, 1 shall send 
you, this week, twenty or thirty stand of good ams, I 
have not certain advice from every quaiter, but, J believe, 
our three regiments are all on the march to your camp, ex- 
cept those already arrived there, 

Lhavo much more agreeable intelligence from General 
Lee and the New- Yorle Congress than I expected. 1 ean- 
not but hope propitious Heaven will smile suecess on that 
most timely and judicious exertion of your Excellency to 
prevent our enomies possessing themselves of that impor- 
tant station. I have the pleasttre to enclose you a copy of 
General Le’s letter. In compliance with his request, wo 
have already sent oiders to Colonel! Ward to repair again, 
foithwith, to New- Yori. 

Tam, sit, with the greatest esteem and regard, your most 
obedient, humble servant, Jonaruan Tremaus.te. 


To Ilis Excellency General Washington. 


ee ’ 


ROBERT MH. HARRISON TO WILLIAM BARTLET, 
Cambridgo, Fobruary 12, 1776. 
Sin: I laid your letter of the 10th instant before his 
Excellency. [He was much surprised at your fresh demand 
for two thousand dollars; indeed, so was J, There is now 
upwards of ten thousand dollais advanced upon these armed 
vessels, and very few accounts yot brought in. It is his 
Excellency’s will, that you send in yours as soon as possi- 
ble, Let the owners of the schooners make out abstracts 
for their vessels, from the time of their being ongnged in 
the servico to the 8ist December, for amount of which, 
warrants will ba given them. Enclosed is a form for their 
government. By this means you will not want money to 
pay them, and when you send your account, if money is 
necessary, it will be given you. I am, sir, yours, &o, 


To William Bartlett, Esq., Beverly. 
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' NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
* In Committaa of Safoty for tho Colony of Now-York, 
{ during tho recess of tho Provincial Congress, i 
Dio Morourli, A. M., January 3, 1776, 

Several gentlemen of the Committee of Safety have 
attended daily since the recess of Congress, bat ‘have not 
had Members suflicient to form a Quorum, until this day, 
when the following gentlemen attended, to wit: 

Colonel Pierre Van Cortlandt, Colonel McDougall, Mr. 
Scott, My, Sands, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Clarke, M 1. Spoons. 

fhe gentlemen present unanimously chose Colonel Pierre 
Fan Cortlandt, Chairman of the Committee of Safety. 
> Mv, Nicholas Low, attended on the Committee, and offer- 
ed (o them four hundred and sixty-five quarter casks of Gun- 
nowder. The Committee agreed to pay Mr. Low twenty 
Bains per bundred, for the said Gunpowder, which is the 
price Mr, Low tequests, 

Me." Low agrees to deliver eighteen quarter casks of the 
said Gunpowder, to the order of this Committee, in Eliza- 
bethiown, and the residue in the City of New- Yori, to the 

*order of this Committee, in two equal moieties, in two dif- 
feyent nights. : 

The Committee adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 


ad 


Sho. P, My January’, 1776, 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Colonel 
McDougall, My. Scott, Mr. Sands, Mr, Brewster, Mr. 
Clarice, Mr. Spooner. . 

A draft of a Letter to Jonathan Lampton, Esq., Chair: 
man of the Committee of Elizabethtown, was read and 
appioved of, and is in the words following, to wit: 

In Committoo of Safety for the Colony of Now.York, 
during the rocoss of tho Provincial Congross, i 
Now.York, January 8, 1776, 

Sin: We have obtained a very small supply of powder, 
which enables us to repay that so kindly lont us by the 
good people of your Colony, for the use of the Continen-, 
tal Aimy. We have directed eighteen quarter casks to be 
delivered to you, or your order, to repay the quantities 
borfowed of the respective Committees of Blizubehiowt,- 
Woodbridge, and New-Brunswick, and request yah to 
take the trouble of delivering to each their proper quan- 
tity. : i 
We were only a conveyance of that Joan to the Conti- 
nental Army, and we take this, first opportunity iq our 
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power to repay it, with our most gratofal_acknowledg- 
ments, which we pray you to communicate. 
We ate most respectiully, sir, your very humble ser- 
vants. 
To Jonathan Hampton, esq., Chairman of tho Commit- 
tee of Elizabethtown. 


Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted, : 

Ordered, That so much of the said Gunpowder, now 
purchased by this Committee, as shall be sold, be sold at 
the vate of five Shillings per pound, and that no greater 
quantity than half pound be sold to any one person. 

Colonel McDougall informed the Committee that some 
days ago he received a Letter fiom Mr. Lewis Pintard, 
informing him that a Vessel from Ligpaniola, with Gun- 
powder on board, was on this coast ; that he apprehended 
Delaware-River was so obstructed with ice that the Ves- 
sol would not be able to enter there; and that, therefore, 
thro is season {0 oxpect hor to attempt coming into this 
port; and that Mr, 2éndard had furthor informed him that 
if this Vessol succeeded in her voyago, an Armed Vessol 
was ready at EHispaniola to follow her with o like cargo. 

Colonel McDougall further informed the Committee, 
that no proper Pilol-Boat could be obtained to go to San- 
dy-Elook, to look out for the said Vessel, to navigate her 
to a place of safety, and that by the advice of tho other 
Membors of the Committeo then present, ho had purchass 
ed a Whalo-Boat, with os, for twonty-sevon Dollars, 
and had employed Captain Wiliam Dodds, at ten Shillings 
por dny, and four other men at five Shillings per doy, cach, 

esidas' thoir necessary provisions and expenses, and given 

to thom propor directions, and sent thom to Sardy-Zfoole, 
to watch aid Jook out for the said Vessel, there to remain 
oight days, if the said Vessel did not arrive sooner. 

‘The Committee of Safety fully approved of, and ratified 
the said agreement made by Colonel Medougadl, and di- 
rect bim ¢o return wn account of tho expense to this Com- 
mittea, a8 soon as he can ascertain the samo, 

Colonel AeDougall further informed tha Committeo, 
that by advice of the other Mombers of tha Committee 
then prosent, he had detained Robert Barber, John Bain, 
and James Henry, throo parsons oxperienced in preparing 
Artillery Stores, (and who had been determined to go to 
Philadelphia,) that he had agrecd with them at three 
Shillings per day ench, besides some allowance for provie 
slons, and thoy are now gone to work in the Laboratory 
ab the Upper Barracks, 

The Committee fully approve of, aud coulivmn this agrea- 
mont. . 

Mr. Barnard Romans, the Engincer, attending at tho 
door, was called in. Ho produced a Plan of tho Mortifion- 
Hons at tho Lighlands, which, with Mr, Romans's oxpla- 
natious thereof wore considered by tho Committee, After 
some time spent thorein, the Committee conceived it pro 
yer thd, Mi. Romans bo permitted to lay bis Plan, with 
ia eXplapations thereaf, before the Continental Congress, 
that thoy. aay havo avery information that can be offered 
thom roliting to tho state of, and place of erecting tho said 
Fortifications. 

‘Thoretpon a deaft of a Letter to the honourable the 
Continental Congress, was read and approved of, and is in 
the words following, to wit: 


Sin: As it is an object of great moment with us, a3 
well as the Continental Congress, to havo the important 
pass on Hudson-River properly secured and fortified, wo 
think it our duty to furnish thom with all possible informa- 
tign on the subject ; for this purpose we send Mr. Romans, 
the Epgineer, employed in that department, who is pre- 
pared to lay, before Congress his drafts, with the nacessary 
information, We beg leave to mention, that the place at 
which the works are ovected, was fixed before Mr. Romans 
was employed in tho service, and from his ideas of tho 
matter, the place cannot be ronderod sufficiently seoura for 
a Jodgment of troops, and to answor the end of 1 fortified 
pass, without more expenso than our Commissioners, ap- 
pointed to superintend that busingss, think pradent, besides 
which, they observe, that his scheme cannot be completely 
executed with that despatch the service may require. Mr. 
Ea{mer, in conjunction with tho rest of the Committee 
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appointed by our Congress, to remove tho difficulties ocea- 
sioned by a diflerenco of opinion between the Commis- 
sioners and Engineer, has doubtless pointed out (o Congress 
cortain places on the river, which would better answer tho 
purposes of a temporary defence, and at much less ox. 
pense than will necessarily attend the execution of My, 
Romans’s scheme, We are fully of opinion, that the places 
in My. Palmers proposal oaseht by all means be covered 
with Fortifications, that will cost but fide, and command 
two cousidorable reaches of the river, We at tho sama 
time submit it to the consideration of Congress how far tho 
completion of the Fortifications already begau, ought ta be 
carried on, either upon Mr, Ronans’s plan, or that which, 
has doubtless been proposed by Mr. Palmer, as tho senso 
of our Committee, who were sent to view the works, Woe 
hope that this application, while Mr, Palmer is attending 
au the Congress, will not be construed to his disadvantage, 
Lad we been possessed of Mr, Romans’s plangn its present 
complete state, and had ho been in town at the time of 
Mr, Palmer's departure, we should have recgrired his ac- 
companying that gontlemen 5 and as there is same prospect 
that Mr. Homans may reach Philadelphia before tho plan 
of Fortification is finally determined by Congress, we should 
think qurselves inexcusable in withholding from them any 
means for onabling them to determing ga important o mat. 
ter on the best lights in our power to furnish. 

We are, sir, with tho greatest respect, your most obe- 
dient, humble servants. 

By order of tha Committee, 
To the Honourable the Prositlent of the Continental Con» 

gress, Philadelphia. 


Ordered, Vhat a copy thereof be engrossod, and signed 
by the Chairman, and (ransmiucd, 

Ordered, That iter. B. Livingston, Wsq., a8 Treas 
surer of this Congress, advance to Mr, Bernard Romans, 
as Engincor at the Fortifications on the banks of Ldudson~ 
River, in the Lighlands, the sum of fifty Dollars, on ae- 
count of his pay, and take Mr. Romans’s receipt for tha 
samo, 

Ordered, That Mr. William Lowther be permitted to 
supply ono hogshead of Rum, or Spirits, to the Purser, or 
Officers of His Majesty’s Ship Phenta, and to have the 
same conveyey on onal of the said Ship, 


Vho Petition of George Cofin, oxprossing his contrition 
for his past conduct, asking pardbn of his counuymen, and 
a to be restored, was read and filed. | 

The Committee conceivo they are not enabled to grant 
the prayer of the said Petition. 

Ordered, That it be deforrad for the consideration of 
the Provingial Congress, nnd recommended to the Cou- 
gress by this Commiltoo. 

Dio Jovie, 10 ho, A. My Jumuary 4, 1776, 

Tho Committeo mot pursunnt to adjournment, 

Prosont: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Way.y Chairman, Me," 
Stott, Colonol MeDougall, My. ‘Sunds Mr, Brewster, 
Mr. Clarice, Mr. Spooner, 


A draft of n Letter to the Chairman of the respective 
Committees in several Counties, was read and Approved 
of, and ig in the words following, to wit: 


Now-York, Fanunry 2, 1776, 

Sin: We are well informed that the late Ganordl ‘As- 
sembly of this Colony is dissolved, and that writs are already 
made out for electing Representatives in the several Coun- 
tios so early, as that they may meet in General Assembly 
at New-York, on the 14th of next month, and that they 
will be summoned to meet’on that day, Government for 
some reasons bas thought propor as yet to delay tho pubs 
lication of the dissolution of tho Into Assombly, We will 
not (nke upon us to assign nny reasons for this scereny—— 
you may easily conjecture the cause. We have dicighe it 
our indispensable duty to give you the abovo intelligence, 
that you and the friends to liberty in your County miy not 
be taken unaware, and surprised into an election, without 
time to consult and prepare for it. We pray you to speak, 
to tho leading friends of Iferty in your County, get some 
of thom to mect and determing on men of zeal, spirity and 
integrity, and friends {9 their country, to represent xe" iu 
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this perilous day, When you have fixed on proper men, 


let no timo be last in taking every necessary care and pains 
to secure their election. 


Ordered, That five several copies thereof be engrossed, 
and signed by the Chairman, and that one be directed to 
Dirck Wynkoop, Esq., at Kingston, another to Abraham 
Yates, Jun., Esq., at Albany, another to the Chairman of 
the Committee of Z+yon County, another to Jonathan @, 
Tompkins, Chairman of the Committee of Westchester 
County, and another to Colonel Joseph Drake, ut New- 
Rochelle ; which was done accordingly. 

My, Thomas McFarran, attending, was called in; the 
Committee convarsed with him on the subject of shipping 
Flaxseed to Ireland to obtain Gunpowder. 

Thereupon a diaft of a Letter to the Continental Con- 
gress, was read and approved of, and is in the words follow- 
ing, to wit: . 

In Committco of Safoty for the Colony of New«York, during 

tho recess of Congress, Junuary 4, 1776, i 

Ganriemen: We have engaged two vessels to de- 
spatch with produce to Europe, for the purpose of pio- 
coring arms and ammunition, but the season of the year 
has prevented wheat from coming to market to expedite 
them so carly as we could wish, to havea return in proper 
time, In these difficulties, we ave unable to get bills of 
exchange, or gold and silver, to despatch those vessels, 
which we fear will totally defeat our design. We have, 
therefore, been led to cast our attention on flaxseed, as 
the only commodity in our power which will rid us of our 
diffioullies, but find that the resolution of Congress, por- 
mitting the exportation of produce for ammunition, is con- 
fined to tho foreign Islands. As our safety deponds upon 
the country being well supplied with powder, we submit 
it to you whethor (ha sense,of Congress should not be 
‘takon, without delay, on our exporting two cargoes of Hax- 
seed, to purchase powder, ‘The measure recommends 
itsel( by several considerations, There is the highest pro- 
bability of procuring powder in Jreland at a moderate 
rate. If this should not be the case, the flaxseed will sell 
at an advance price there, and be a fund upon which we 
can draw from any quarter of the world; and if the ene- 
my should take the vessels, the supply will not be so pre- 
jadicial to us, or beneficial to them, as the loss of provision 
vessels, We request you to get a speedy tnswer on this 
point, und transmit it to us, by express, for our government. 

We are, with great truth and regard, gentlemen, your 
ver humble servants. 

y order of the Committee of Safety. 
To the Prosident of the Continental Congress, Philadel- 
phia. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted, 

A Letter from Mr, Joseph Hallett to John McKesson, 
ono of the Secretaries, (in answer to a Letter by order of 
the Members,) excusing his non-attondance, by reason of 
indisposition, and accompanying his Accounts with the 
Provincial Congress, was read and filed, 

A stitched Book, containing Mr. THallett’s said Ac- 
counts with the Provincial Congress, was also delivered to 
the Secretary. 

: Dio Jovia, 8 ho. P. M,, January 4, 1776, 

The Committee of Safety met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Piorre Van Cortlandt, President, Mr. Svott, 
Colonel McDougall, Mr. Sands, Mr, Brewster, Mv. Clarke 
Dr. Spooner. 

he Petition of Thomas Place, of Queen’s County, was 
read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 
“ To the Honourable Committee of Safety of the Colony 

: of New-Yorx. 

“ The Petition of Tuomas Puace, of Quren’s County, 
. Lona-Istanp, most humbly showeth: 

« That your petitioner, by the persuasion of those whom 
he looked upon to be his friends, voted against Provincial 
Delegates in the last election held in Queen’s County, for 
which he is extremely sorry, an§ sincerely repents of his 
conduct. 

That your petitioner, without giving himself time to 
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reflect upon tlie ill consequences of opposing the choice of 
Provincial Delegates, (the choosing of which, he is now 
well convinced, was highly necessary for the preservation 
of the liberties and properties of the inhabitants of Ame- 
rica,) was, by the artful insinuations of designing men, led 
to oppose the election. 

“That your petitioner is a sincere friend to the liber- 
ties of America, and would go a3 far as any man in the 
defence of those liberties. 

“Your petitioner, therefore, most humbly prays that 
this honourable Committee would be pleased to take his 
case into consideration, and restore him to the good opinion 
of those who are friends to the liberties of this Continent, 
by declaring to the world that your petitioner is ex~ 
tremely contrite for his late conduct, in opposing the choice 
of Provincial Delegates, which your petitioner candidly 
acknowledges was occasioned by the artful persuasion of 
others, and not from a principle of opposition in your peti~ 
tioner; or do such other things in the premises as to this 
honourable Committee shall seem meet for the restoration 
of your petitioner to the favour of his countrymen. 

“'Tromas Puace. 
Now-York, January 3, 1776,” 

A like Petition of Gabriel Pan Cott, of Queen’s County, 
was also read and filed. 

Upon due consideration of the submission tendered by 
the said Petitioners, and well knowing that the late Re- 
solves of the Congiess against the delinquents af Queers, 
County were intended to convince them of their demerits, 
and bring them to a just sense of their duty to the publick, 
it is hereby 

Ordered, That the said Petitioners be restored te tha 
stato and condition in which they were before the passing 
of those Resolves, during thei respective future good be-. 
haviour. 

The nomination of the Field-Officers recommended for 
Cumberland County, by the Commlttee of tho said County, 
being read and taken into consideration, as also the several’ 
Petitions of sundry of the Inhabitants of the Towns of? 
Fulham, Westminster, and Putney, tho Inhabitants of 
which Towns belong to the Lower Regiment of the Militia’. 
of the said County, and it appearing that no objections 
have been offered by the Inhabitants of the said County, 
who belong to the Upper Regiment of the Militia of the 
said County, to the nomination in which they are inte~ 
rested, 

Ordered, That Commissions be immediately mado out,’ 
and signed by the Chairman of this Committee, to the re~ 
spective persons following, to wit: To Captain Joseph 
‘Marsh, as Colonel, John Barrett, Lieutennnt-Colonel, 
Lieutenant Llilkiah Grout, First Major, Captoin Joel Mat- 
thews, Second Major, Mr. Timothy Spencer, Adjutant, 
and Mr. Amos Robinson, Quartermaster, 1 

Ordered, That Commissions be niade out, and signed 
by the Chairman of this Committee, for the following pers 
sons, us Ijeld-Officors of the Minute-Men of the said 
County, to wit: For Joab Loisington, as Colonel, May 
Seth Smith, Lieutenant-Coloncl, Mr. Joseph Toy, First 
Major, Mr. Joel Marsh, Second, Major, Mr, Timathy 
Phelps, Adjutant, and My, Elisha Howly, Quartermaster. 

Ordered, further, That it be recommended to the Com~ 
mittee of the three Counties of Cumberland, Charlotte, 
and Gloucester, to join in the nomination of a Brigadier- 
General of the Brigade of Militia of the said three Coun- 
ties, and report the same, with all convenient speed, to this 
Committee, or to the Provincial Congress, to the end, that 
if they are approved of, their Commissions may be issued. 

Ordered, further, That the Committee of the County 
of Cunberlind do return, with all convenient speed, to 
this Committee, or to the Congress, a list of the Officers 
of the Militia of the said County, under the rank of Field- 
Officers, who have been, or shall be, electod pursuant to 
the Resolves of Congress, to the end that Commissions , 
may be issued to them, respectively. Pagar , 

Aad, with intent to remove all ground of disquiet it, Ma 
minds of those Inhabitants of the said County of Cumbertaa 
who belong to the Lower Regiment of the said Cornty, 

Ordered, That a full meeting be had of the Committee 
of the said County, after publick and: sufficient rfotifeation 
of these several orders, and that, at the said meeting, such 
a nomination of Mield-Officers for the Lower Regiment be 
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made by the said Committee, as may be best qualified for 
the service of their country, and as agreeable as may be 
- to the general senso of the persons to be under their com- 
mand, and reported as above-mentioned ; this Committee 
hereby earnestly recommending peaco and unanimity to 
the inhabitants of the said County, and giving assurance 
that, in default of such nomination, this Committee will, 
during the recess of Congress, commission such Tield- 
Offices for the said Lower Regiment as they shall think 
,proper. And, to the end that these orders may be made 
publick, as aforesaid, and serve as a rule of conduct to the 
Committee of the said County of Cumberland, 

Ordered, ‘That a copy of the same be enclosed by the 
Chairman of this Committee in a Letter directed to the 
Chairman of the Committee of the said County, and de- 
spatched without delay. 

A Letter from Colonel Jonathan Hasbrouck, of Ulster 
County, dated the 18th ultimo, was read and filed. He 
thereby informs that, in obedience to the order of the Pro- 
vincial Congress, he has fixed on and appointed the house 
of Martin Wygond, in Newburgh, as tho place of rendez- 
vous of his Regiment, in case of an alarm.— (Postage, one 
shilling.) 


Dio Voneris, 10 ho. A. M., Janunry 5, 1776, 
The Committee, pursuant to adjournment, met. 
Present, Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Colo- 

nel McDougall, Mr. Sands, Mr, Brewster, Mr. Clarke, 

Mr. Seodt, Mr, Spooner, Mr. ‘Lredwell. 

A Return from Eula Marvin, Esq., Chairman of the 
Committee of Orange County, of the Field-Ofticers of 
sthe Regiment of Minute-Men in Orange County, was read 
and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

* Ata meeting of the County Committe of the County 
of Orange, the Committee took into consideration the ap- 
pointment of the Ficld-Ofiicers of the Minute-Men, and 
conceive that the former appointment was not legal, do re- 
commend the following persons as proper men, and request 
tho Provincial Congress to send the Commissions by the 
bearer, Mr. Join Carpenter: Isaae Nicoll, Colonol, of 
Goshen; Gilbert Cooper, Lieutenant-Colonel, of Laver- 
straw; Hendrick Vanderlinder Verbryck, First Major, 
from Tappen; Hezekiah Howell, Jun., Second Major, 
of Blooming-Grove; Ebenezer Woodhull, Adjutant, of 
Blooming-Grove; Nehemiah Carpenter, Quartermaster, 
of Goshen. 

“Signed by order of the Committe : , 

“Eninu Marvin, Chairman, 

“To the Honourable the President of the Provincial Con- 

gress,” 

Ordered, That the said Commissions be made out and 
sent by the Messenger of Colonel Isaae Nicoll, and enclosed 
to Colonel Marvin, Chairman of the County Committee of 
Orange County. 

» A Letter from Colonal Isaac Nicoll, of Goshen, wos 

read andgfiled, and is in the words following, to wit: 

Fi “Goghon, January 3, 1776, 

“Sin: Enclosed you have the return for Officers in Cap- 
tain Hletfield’s Minute Company; by the date you will un- 
doubtedly percsive, that justice has not been done to Capt. 
Hoifield, or his return would sooner have been made, so as 
to have it entered on the Minutes before the 19th of Octo- 
ber, nor did Captain Hetfield know the reason of the com- 
missions not coming, until the receipt of your letter to 
me, and Mr. Clarke’s to Colonel Allison, Captain Let- 
Jield is so far from making any disturbance about the affair, 
that he is quite willing to accept of commissions agreeable 

lo the date you mentioned, and desires you will send them 
by the bearer, on doing which, you will greatly oblige 


your himble servant, Isaac Nicour 


«To John McKesson, Esq., at New-York, 

“N. B. You will be pleased to send the onclosed return 

back by the bearer, and commissions for the Ficld-Officers 
of Minute-Men, if they can be made out.” 
+ Ordered, That the Commissions for Captain Eletfield 
aud his Officers, be issued and dated the 19th of October 
last, and enclosed to the Chairman of the Committee, at 
Goshen, 
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Similar Lotters to those wrote yesterday, to several Com- 
mitlees, were wrote: One directed to Mlihu Marvin, Esq,, 
Chairman of the Committee of Orange County, and the 
other, direeted to the Chaisman of the Commitiee of Goshen 
Precinct. 

Ordered, ‘That the samo Letters be signed by the Chair- 
man, and transmitted by Colonel Nicoll’s Messenger. 


A. Letter from Samuel Stevens, of the [8th ultimo, was 
read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

* Charlostown, Doecombor 18, 1775 

“Sin: I am requested by some of the people of the 
County of Cumberland, to acquaint you, as Secietary of 
the Congress of the Colony of Nevw- York, that the major 
part of the inhabitants of that County are desirous that the 
Congress do not make out commissions to any pelson, or 
persons, in either of the Regiments of Militia in that 
County, until a candid representation*be made of the minds 
of the people, with respect to the several nd®inations and 
appointments made by their County Congress and Com- 
mittee of Safety, except it be to those peigéns who were 
chosen by the people of the several towns, in June last, by 
order of the County Congress, when upwards of forty mem- 
bers were present; they recommended that the County 
be formed into two Regiments of Militia, for which purpose, 
ordered that the inhabitants of the respective towns in each 
Regiment, meet, and make choice of one Captain, one 
Lieutenant, and one Ensign in each town, that the said 
ofticers should afterwards meet, and make choice of pio- 
per persons for Iield-Officers of each Regiment, which 
was accordingly done, and the people, in general, as well 
satisfied as the nature of such a proceeding will ever admit 
of, I suppose there may be a few disaffected persons who 
expected to have been chosen to oflice. The persons made 
choice of in the lower Regiment for Field-Ofiicers, wore, 
viz: James Rogers, Colonol ; Hleazer Pattison, Lieutenant- 
Colonel ; and one Mr, Lovejoy, Major. Upper Regiment, 
Simon Stephens, of Springfield, Colonel ; Joseph Marsh, 
of Hartford, Licutenant-Colonel ; and Benjamin Waite, of 
Windsor, Major, A return of this proceeding was delivered 
to Major /Filliam Williams, and by him, to be delivered to 
the Congress at New-York, that the commissions might 
accordingly issue, if the choice was approved of by the 
Congress, 

“] understand that about fourteen or fifteen of the said 
Congress met some tine in Sepéember, and made a new 
choice of Wield-Oftice:s, and {ft out the most of those 
fist chosen, at which timo they made choice of a Standing 
Committee of Safety, and then dissolved themselves as a 
Congress. 1 am informed, that at a meeting of the said 
Committee of Safety, about three wacks ago, consisting of 
fourteen members, among othor things, nominated abother 
sot of gentlemen to be Field-Oftiicers of the Militia and 
Minute Regiments, so that if they are all commissioned, 
about one-third of the men in tho County will be officors. 
The two last choices, have created a great deal of unongi- 
ness in the County, I intond shortly to pay you a visit. 

“Tam, sir, in haste, your humble servant, 

“Samuen Stevens.” 


Throo ho. P, M. Dio Venoris, January 5, 1776, 

The Committee met, pursuant to adjournment, 

Piesent; Colonel Pierre Van Cortland, Esq., Chair 
man, Mr. Scott, Colonel McDougall, Mr, Sands, Mr, 
Brewster, My. Tredwell, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Spooner. 

A similar Letter to those wrote this morning to the 
Committees of Orange County, was wrote to William 
Smith, Esq., Chairman of the County Committee of Su/- 
folk County. 4 

Ordered, ‘That the said Letter be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

A draft of a Lotter to Milliam Smith, Tisq., Chairman 
of the Committee of Suffolle County, given him directions 
about the Gunpowder allotted to that County, was read 
and approved of, and is in the words following, % with © * 

Now-York, January 5, 1776, 

Sin: Providence has favoured us with a small supply of 
powder, As your Couny is a frontierand may'be soonet 
called upon than others, we have sent yOu forty quarter 
barrels, containing one-quartor hundred weight each, which 
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you are to put into the hands of a discreet pérson, to be 
sold at five shillings a pound, and for the present, no one 
should have any, but a friend to the cause, and none more 
than halfa pound. You are to be careful, that the person 
into whose hands you put the powder be a man of sub- 
stance, to be ablé to account for thd money arising from 
the sale thereof, otherwise your County will be answerable 
for it, besides, we shall want the money to send for more 
of that necessary article. 

By order of the Committee of Safety. 
To Hilliam Smith, Wsq., Chairman of the Committee of 

Suffolk County. 

P. S. The powder is sent to New-Rochelle, and we have 
ordered the Huntington Committee to send for it. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

A draft of,g Letter to Thomas Wickes, Esq., relating to 
the said Gunpowder, was read and approved of, and is in 
the words following, to wit: 


In Commitico of Safety, Naw.Youk, 
January 5, 1776. 


Sm: When you have read the enclosed letters, pleaso 
to seal and despatch them to Mr. Smith, the Chaiman, 
without delay. Lt is hoped you will make the best use of 
the intelligence in your power. 7 

The ono thousand pounds of powder, mentioned in one 
of the above letters, is lodged at New-Iochelle, in the 
hands of Colonel Joseph Drake, and the Committee of 
Dluntington ave desired to despatch a vessel with a sufli- 
cient guard to transport it to your County, You will readily 
perceive the necessity of being us secrot as possible in this 
matter, We enclose you an order upon Colouel Drake 
for the powder, 

By order of the Committee. 

To Thomas Wickes, Esq., Chairman of the Committeo of 

Lluntington. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

Thereupon an order to Colonol Joseph Drake, to deliver 
the suid Powder, was made and signed by the Chaitman, 
in the words following, to wit: 

Ordered, That the Powder sent to Colonel Drake by 
this Committee, ba delivered to tho order ofthe Chairman 
of the Committee of Luntington, and that Colonel Drake 
take a receipt for the sama. 

Ordered, That the Colonels of the different Regiments 

> of the Militin of the City of New-York, be requested to 
attend this Committee on Thursday uext, at eleven o’clock 
in the morning, to givo such information as may be neces« 
sary, of the state of their respective Regiments, 


Mr. Phenie and Mr, William Denning, of the City Com- 
mittea, and two of the sub-Committee of [nspection, attend- 
ed by request; they went to make inquiry about British 
goods, supposed to be imported from St, Lustatia ; they 
returned and gave some information on that subject, and 
vent to make further inquiry and report to-morrow, 

" 
a? Dio Subbati, 10 ho. A. M,, Janunry 6, 1776. 

The Comntittee met pursuant to adjournment, 

Presents Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Mr. 
, Seolé, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Sands, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. 

Brewster, My. Clarke, Mr. Spodner. 

Messrs. Phenix, Denning, and Abraham De Peyster, 
three of the City Committce, attended and gave some fur- 

+ ther information relating to the British goods, supposed 1 

Bo iported from St, Bustatia, 
-. Wheres, Colonel McDougall, one of the members of 
this Committeo, has been informed by Thomas Cushing, 
Exsq., one of the members of the Continental Congress, that 
the Cotitinental Congress will not make the loan to this 
Colony for which application was made by this Congress; 
and whereas, the publick service will greatly suffer for want 
of Money, and oannot be carried on without a further sup- 
ply of current cash; whereby it is become necessary to 
issue the emissions of Paper currency, which was resolved 
on and ordered by the late and the present Provincial Cun- 
gress! nd 

Therefore, Ordered, That Mr, Isace Rodsevelt, be res 
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quested to get the said emission of Paper Money signed 
with all possible despatch, that the same may be ready to 
issue as soon as an answer shall be received from the Con- | 
linental Congress. : 


Doctors John Jones and Malachi Treat have, agreeable 
to an order of the Provincial Congress of the 8th day of 
Devember last, returned an estimate of those Instraments 
and Utensils, which will be more immediately necessary 
for the Colony jn its present alarming state. ‘They also 
reported an estimate of Medicines for an Hospital, whicl 
weie respectively read and filed. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to despatch 
three Vessels for Ammunition, despatch two separate orders 
or invoices of the said Medicines to different porls, to wit: 
One to such port, or place, in the foreign West- Indies, as 
they shall think best, and another to Europe, to obtain the 
said Medicines, and to prevent a disappointinent in obtain- 
ing them. 

And Ordered, That Doctor John Jones and Doctor 
Treat be requested to speak to proper persons to make or 
procure the Instruments and Utensils mentioned in their 
siid estimate, that they direct them to be good of their’ 
kind and quality, and that none be puichased or paid for 
but such as those gentlemen approve of. 


The Committeo took into consideration the defenceless 
state of this Colony and the Capital thereof, and that they 
have not any proper persons to use and manage the Field- 
Autiery of the Colony, or any other Artillery that may bo 
necessary to be placed in other parts of the Colony, Al- 
ter some time spent thereon, 

Resolved and agreed, That it will bo useful and neces- 
sary for the general defence of the Colony, to raise and 
employ an Autillery Company, and put them immediately 
into pay for the defence of this Colony, that the said Com- 
pany may be acquiling experience in their duty, ang be 
employed in preparing’ necessary artillery stores, ! 

aed whereas, it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
an Artillery Company is absolutely necessary for the safety 
and defence of Suffolk County, and for the protection of 
the Continental Cruisers in the Sound, that some of the In- 
lets in that County be fortified with Cannon, and to those 
ends that a regular Company of Artillery be constituted 
out of the Militia of the said County; 

Resolved, therefore, That it be, and it hereby is, most 
earnestly recommended to the Committee of the said 
County, without delay, to form such a Company as afore 
said, to consist of one Captain, one Captain-Lieutenant, two 
Lieutenants, one Lieutenant Fire-worker, and ninety-five 
non-Commissioned Officers and Privates, and that without 
delay the said Committee cause to be examined all the In- 
lets on the Sound, that may be thought necessary to fortify 
as aforesaid, and that the said Committee, without delay, 
make report as well of the officers of the said Company, to 
the end that they may be commissioned, as of the said In- 
lets, with such sketches of the said Inlets as may enable 
this Committee to judge of the propriety of fortifying the 
same, or any of them, this Committee hereby giving assu- 
rance that they will supply the Cannon necessary for that 
purpose, and that the said Artillery Company when form- 
ed, shall, to all intents and purposes, be considered as Mi- 
nute-Men. 


3ho, P.M., January 6, 1776, q 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. ’ 

Present; Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esquire, Chairman, Mv.- 
Scott, Colonel Me Dougall, My, Lredwell, Mr. Sands, Mr, 
Brewster, Mv. Clarke, Mr, Spooner, 

The Committee sent for Mr, Peter T. Curtenius, who 
attended. He informed that he bad employed Jecamiah 
Allen to furnish him with Lead and Bullets. They directed 
him to make proper inquiry how far he can complete the 
last ordot of the Provincial Congress, and report thereon 
on Tuesday. ; 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall apply to Captain 
Anthony Ruéigers concerning the small Cannon whieh"hé 
formerly declared his willingness to spare to the Coritinien- 
tal Army ; and if itis agreeable to the proprictors of:those 
Guns, and they choose to spare them, , it 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall, inke paper meaé 
sures to have those Guns farwarded to General FFashington, 
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Captain Kennedy, attending at the door, was admitted. 
He informed the Committee that the Ships-of-War in the 
Barbour had despatched three boats up the East-River or 
Sound, with both sails and oars. 

Thereupon a Letter was wrote to Colonel Joseph Drake, 
informing him thereof, and that the Committee are anxious 
for the salety of the Powder for Suffole County, sent to 
his cave, and requesting him to take means for its preser- 
vation, and to forward it, with a boat, to the Chairman of 
the Committee at Huntington. 

Ordered, That the said Letter be sent to Colonel Joseph 
Drake, by Sampson Dycleman, asa Messenger, 

And it was delivered to the said Sampson Dyckman ac- 
cordingly. 

, Captain John Hodge, who arrived last night from Dis- 
bon, by request attending this Committee. Notes of his 
information were taken, and read to him, and filed.* 


Dio Solis, 9 ho. A. M,, January 7, 1776, 


The Committee met pursuant to adjournment, and spent 
one hour in the Chamber. No business appearing so ur- 
gent as to require the attendance of the Committee during 
this day, they adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


§ 


Dio Luna, 10 ho, A, M,, January 8, 1776, 


t 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Péerre Van Cortlandt, Esquire, Chairman, Mr, 
Scott, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Clarke, 
Mr, Sands, Mr. Zredwell, Mr. Spooner. 


Colonel McDougall delivered in three receipts for Gun- 
powder; which were read and filed, the substance of which 
are as follows, to wit: 

A Réceipt from Colonel Joseph Drake, dated at New- 


* Captain John Hodge, of New.York, arrived in tho last night from 
Lishan, and loft that place soven weeks ago to-morrow. 

‘He maya that on tho 8th of Océober laat, about southwost from Cape 
Clear about ono hundred and twenty-five leagues, ho snot two Lust. 
Andia mon and a Cat, or North Country Collier, yory full of loops, 
"Pho firat division of sovon wnt), with five full regimonts, bound from 
Cork to Boston, which first division hud thon been nine duys from Cork, 
‘That in Bordeaux he afterwards mot with sundry masters of yesrols, 
who snilod from Cork with tho last division of the anid goyon anil. ‘Mhat 
tho throo transports ho mat had not a convoy, and that he did not dis. 
covyor that they had any guns, ‘That tho said masters of yossuls, 
nt Bordeaux, informod him that officore wore iecruiting in Ireland, 
and had sujsed six rogimonts, all-Roman Catholicks, That tho Pio. 
testants would not inlet, ‘hat tho said mustois of yossols inforined 
him that after tho said Firat Division of transports had sailed from 
Cork, a yossut had boon despatched aftor thom, to order thom ta go to 
Halifax to wintor, 

That ho was informed by Captain Calder, of this port, and Captain 
Gassele, of Philadelphia, and by Captuin Amory, that two thousand 
fishormon were gono fiom Newfoundland to Boston, to oul down the 
woods boforo tha Army, as was protended, 

Thut in Lishon ho undorstood that avery Zuglish vessol would bo 
aoized, uy soon ws the consent of the King of Portugal could bo obtain. 
od, who wae thon absont up tho river Ofagus, ‘hat Captain Sand. 
wich (von of Lord Sandwich) arrivad at Liston, in un armod ship.rigged 
yatoh, an the day before tho oxnminant loft Lishon, that his merchunt 
waltod on Mr. Sendwick, who infarmed him that if ho (Sandwich) 
Nad mot any of the American Robols at sou, ho would have solzod 
them, ‘That, to nyald a acizura, ho camo out of Lisbon the noxt morn. 
ing, in ballgat, togothor with Captain Alexander Guy, of Philadelphia, 
in a topsail schooner, also with ballast only. "That no powdor or ame 
cat bo obtainod In tho poity of France or Portugal, and that thoy oan. 
not bo obfainod from tho ports in tho Mediterranean, a8 ho was inform. 
od, on account of the Zaglish shipaofwar und cruisors. 

Vhat ho did not hear of any French troops boing in tho West-Indies, 
or about to go thora, until ho arrived in New-York, 

> Phot Bye sail of fishormon woro takon in and about the Western. 
Tajunds, ‘That threo of thom, atleast, wore whnlora, ‘That tho said five 
whalers, or fishing-vessala, wore takon by Commodore Bunks, in ago. 
vouly fogs gun ship, and with twa frigates ia company. 

TT hat whon tho Captain of the man of.war, or yatch, at Lisbon, ex. 
aminad Guy, to whom tho vessul balonged, ho concealed his register, 
and said sho belonged to Topar & Buitley; and that ho, this oxami- 
nant, sutd hls vessel was his owh proporty, 

That by a packot.boat from "Bglan , Which arrived at Lisbon the 
day before he suited from thence, ha obtained Elis Majosty's Speech to 
Parliament, and nawepupots of tho 28th of October, 

Thot thora has hoon groat crops alt oyor Europe. That Lisbon ts tho 
boat taarkot, ' Wheat and flour so low in France, that it will not bring 
tho first cost. 7 

That Cuptsin Caesela had o lotter, which 
land, from 9 gentleman thore, informing him that ho would be scized 
if he did not depart, upon whieli he flod from thoneo in ballast. ‘That 
ho {ttodge) loft Captain Jones in Lisbon, 

hat by masters of vessole, both in France and Lisbon, ho whs in- 
formod thnt twonty-five thousand mon worse intended for the American 
service, but whethor hosides the troopa now in America, or not, ho did 
not undorstand, and that transports wore arrived ut Gibraltar, to take 
tho British troops torn thease. k F 

A trio copy of notes by mu taken, of the information given by Ca) 
taln John 2 Rize to the Commiltes of Safety, # si 

y Joun MoKxsson, Secretary. 


ho recoived at Newfound- 
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Rochelle, on the 5th instant, {Er forty quarter-casks, receiy= 
ed of this Committee by the hands of Joseph Crane, Also 
a receipt of the same date, from Jonathan G. Tompkins, 
of Scarsdale, Chairman of the Committee of Westchester 
County, for forty quarter-casks of powder, containing one 
thousand weight, delivered to him by Thomas Ivers; and 
also a receipt from Robert Ogden, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Elizabethtown, for eighteen quarter-casks of 
powder, received of this Committee of Safety by the lands 
of Christopher Duyckinck, to replace the powder due to 
Elizabethtown, Woodbridge, and New-Brunswick, by 
them lent to the Congress of this Colony for the use of the 
Continental Army. 

Mr, Sands, with leave, went to the City Committee as 
a member. 


A draft of a Letter to the absent Mombers of the Provin- 
cial Congiess of this Colony, and to the Chaiiman of such 
Committees as may be thonght necessary, sas read and 
approved of, and is in the words following, to wit: 


GenrLemen: Although a certain day is“fixed for the 
session of Congress, which we beg leave to remind you is 
the first of Mebruary, and although we have no prospect of 
a necessity of calling the Congress sooner, yet we have 
abundant reason to 1equest that the meeting may be ag full 
as possible on that day. 

We have already notified you of tho dissolution of the 
late Assembly, and of the issue of writs for an election, 
returnable the 14th day of February next. 

From what you could not but have observed, the design 
of Government in calling an Assembly must be extremely 
obvious to you; its evident intention is, to take the sense 
of the good people of this Colony (in what the Governour 
calls ‘a constitutional way”) on Lord North’s motion, and 
the Parliamentary resolution thereon of the 20th of Febru- 
ary last. You will remember our late resolves on that 
head, Should they have escaped your memory, we be; 
leave to remind you, that on the t4th December, 1775, it 
was resolved, as the opinion of the Congress, that nothing 
of a salutary natue can be expected from a separate decla- 
ration of the sense of this Colony on the aforesaid Parlia- 
mentary resolution, and that, as the motion whereon the 
same was giounded was confessedly framed to cisunite the 
Colonies, it would be highly dangerous to, and totally 
inconsistent with the gloiious plan of American Union, 
should this Colony express their separate sense on the 
supposed conciliatory proposal on tho part of Great Bris 
tain, contained in the above-mentioned motion and resolu- 
tion in Parliament .. . . and that on the same day it was 
resolved in Congress, that this Colony is fully and eflect- 
ually represented in the Continental Congress, for the pur- 
pose of expressing the senso of its inhabitants on any over~ 
tures for u reconciliation, and that the Continental Congress 
has fully and dispassionately expressed the sense of the 
inbabitants of this Colony on the above-mentioned regolu- 
tions of the 26th February lust. 

The above resolves we cannot suffer to be rescinded by 
any body of men in this Colony, without betraying the high 
trast reposed in us, What members we shall have return 
ed in Assembly we know not, nor, consequently, how sue- 
cessful the machinations of the enemies of American liberty 
may be in produring such measures in Assembly as may 
destroy that Union of the Colonies, on the support f which 
our common safety entirely depends. That the session of 
a full Congress will effectually awe a cornipt Assembly: 
(should we be so unfortunate in that representation) from 
interfering with political subjects, must be extremely evi- 
dent, and we think it of the utmost importance to the pub- 
lick safety that the Congress should meet punotually on the 
day to which they are adjoumned, to the end that if Govorn- 
ment should, by any steps on their part, compel our Ag+ 
sembly into those subjects, the Representatives of the peo- 
ple in that body should take their complexion fiom the 
Provincial Congress, so ng to go into a similarity of senti+ 
ments with those expressed in the above-mentioged resolu- 
tion of our body. And for this purpose, you must easil 
perceive that a full session of all the Deputiog, of ,eve- 
ry County in Congress, at the meeting of the Assembly; 
will be absolutely necessary, for these reasons—as you 
value the inestimable blessings of liberty#tas you esteen’ 
the perfect Union of the Colonies under the Comingytal 
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Congress, as the grand Representative of the United Colo- 
nies, to be our only security in this dangerous and impor- 
tant crisis, and, as you ardently desire that a sameness of 
sentiment may prevail throughout the different Representa- 
tive Bodies in this Colony, we beseech, we obtest, we 
adjure you, by a just sense of your duty, by your desite to 
promote the Union of the Colonies to the utmost of your 
power, and by that ardent love which you have for the 
Hberties of America, that you meet punctually in Con- 
giess on the first day of the next month, that we may take 
such measures as will be necessary to secure the honour of 
the people of this Colony, and contribute to the fimest 
support of the common cause, by assisting our Representa- 
tives in Assembly to tread the path of Union and Conti- 
nental Liberty. 

Nevertheless, gentlemen, we mean not that you should 
give so punctual an attendance as to prevent such of you 
from superintending the business of election, whose pre- 
sence in the country may be necessary for that purpose, 
but we beg lsave once more to express the sentiment that 
a full session of Congress, at the meeting of the Assembly, 
is of the utmost moment. 5 

We are, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your most 
obedient servants. 

Signed by order and in behalf of the Committee of 


afety : > 
Safety Pienny Van Conriannt, Chairman, 


To the Members of the Provincial Congress of the Colony 
of Netw- York, 

‘ Ordered, That Colonel MeDougall employ a Printer, 

to print one hundred and ten copies thereof for this Com- 

mittee, under the strictest guard of secrecy, that when 

printed they may be signed by the Chairman, and tians- 

mitted to the absent Members respectively, 


3 o'clook, P, M., Die Lanw, January 8, 1776, 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esquire, Chairman, Mr. 
McDougall, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. 
Spooner, Mr. Scott, Mr. Sands. 

Whereas, Mr. Isaac Governeur has imported into this 
Colony four hundred and sixty-five quaiter-casks, contnin- 
gne hundred and sixteen hundred weight and twenty-five 
pounds of Gunpowder, and by Mr. Filia Cannon, his 
consignatory, sold the same to this Committee for publiok 
use j and Gran the honourable the Contjnental Congress, 
by their resolve of the 15th day of July last past, that every 
vessel importing Gunpowder, within nine months from the 
date thereof, shall be permitted to load and export the pro- 
duce of those Colonies to the value of such Gunpowder, and 
it is thereby recommended to the Committees of the several 
Provinces to inspect the military stoves so imported, and to 
estimate a generous plice for the same according to their 
goodness, and permit the importer of such Powder to ex- 

ort the value thereof, and no more, in produce of any 

ind. ‘The Committee having by some of their members and 
other persons inspected the said Gunpowder, do_ estimate 
the sume at the value of thirty Pounds, New- Yorke money, 
per ston, and do hereby permit Mr. Isaac Governeur, by 
Mr. William Cannon, his Agent, to export the value thera. 
of at that estimate, to wit: the amount of the sum of three 
thousand four hundred and eighty-seven pounds ten shil- 
lings, New-York money, and no more, in produce of any 
kind, which ie may think proper. , 


? Dio Martis, 10 ho. A. M., January 9, 1776. 


a? “Phe Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
a'Presant: Pierre Van Cortland, Esquire, Cliairman, 
Mr. Seott, Mr. McDougall, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Clarke, 
Mr, Tredwell, Mr. Spooner, Mr. Sands. 


Whereas, full information has been given to this Com- 
mittee, by Captain Nathaniel Tylee, of this city, and sun- 
dry other witnesses, that Lieutenant Edward ‘Tylee, an 
officer of the” Continental Army, now a prisoner on board 
the, ship, Asia, had planned a method to escape fiont 
thenée, atid for the purpose of effecting his escape deliver- 
ad a Letter to Lawrence Hartwiee, divectad to James T'y- 
lee, of New- You}, and that the said Lawrence Hartwick, 
betraying the trust reposed in him, had delivered the ‘said 
Letter to Captain, George Pandeput, whereby the said 
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prisoner was prevented from making his escape ; and where- 
as, this Committee has, also, been informed by the same 
witnesses, that the said Lavwretice Hurtwick affirms that 
he will continue to go on board of the King’s ships-of-war, 
without leaye of any Chairman, contrary to the order of 
the Provincial Congress of this Colony, and made many 
other declarations highly inimical to the measures puisued 
by the inhabitants of the American Colonies for the defence 
of their liberties, thereupon a draft of a warrant to Cap- 
tain Nathaniel Tylee was read and approved, and is in the 
words following, to wit: 
In Committee of Sufoty for the Colony of New-York, during i 
the recoss of tho Proyincinl Congress, January 9, 1776, 

Whereas, full information has been given to this Com- 
mittee that Lawrence Hartwick betrayed a trust reposed 
in him by Lieutenant Edward Tylee, an officer of the 
Continental Army, now a prisoner on board the ship Asia ; 
and whereas, further information has been given to this 
Committee of other particular conduct and declarations of 
the said Lawrence Hartwick, highly inimical to the pre- 
sent measures pursued by the inhabitants of the American 
Colonies for the defence of their libeities ; therefore, 

Ordered, That the said Lawrence Hartwick be appre- 
hended by Captain Nathaniel Tylec, or by any other 
Militia officer of this city, with a suflicient Guard for that 
purpose, and carried to the Guard-House, at the Upper. 
Barracks, in this city, and there confined until the further 
orders of this Committee. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by tho Chairman, and delivered to Captain Tylee. 

A Letter to cach of the following absent Members of the 
Provincial Congress, a copy of that drawn and agreed to on 
the 8th instant, was palad and forwarded, to wit: To Bzra 
L) Hommedieu, Usq., at Southold ; to David Gelston, Usq., 
at Bridge-Hampton; to John Sloss Hobart, Eisq., Manor 
of Eaton; to Pripdies-Geberal Nathaniel Woodhull, at 
Sonth-Haven; to Thomas Wickham, Esq, at Brookha- 
ver; to David Brown, Esq., at Sheltor-Island, A 

An Introduction to the copies of the Petition of the Cons 
tinental Congress to His Majesty, and the Address of the" « 
Lord Mayor and Livery of London, to the Electors of 
Great Britain, intended to bo reprinted in this Colony, 
was read and approved of, and are in the words following, 
to wit: 


To the Inhabitants of the Colony of New-Yorx, 


To prevent as much as possible thé evil consequences 
which may arise from the asseition that the “ Continental 
Congress have made no approaches towards an accommo- 
dation with Great Britain,” the Committee of Safety of 
the Colony of New-Yorle have directed the following Pe- 
tition of the Continental Congress to His Majesty, and the 
Address of the Lord Mayor and Livery of London ta the 
Wectors of Great Britain, occasioned by that Petition, to 
be published, 

In the present unhappy controversy, we can call for no 
evidence so unexceptionable to the deluded enemies of 
America, as the testimony of the inhabitants of the Capital 
city of Great Britain. Every information on this subject 
coming from among us might, perhaps, be considered as 
passing through a suspicious channel, but, when we appeal 
to those who, if we have engaged without grounds in ‘the 
present contention, are immediately interested against us, 
every tnprejudiced reader must be convinced that their 
voluntary testimony {n our favour is full proof of the jus- 
tice of our cause, and it is for this purpose that the above-" 
mentioned Address is recommended to the serious consi- 
deration of the inhabitants of the Colony of New-York, ° 

By order of the Committee; 

Prenne Van Cortiannr, Chairman 

Now-York, January 9, 1776, 


t 


3 ho. P. M., January 9, 1776) 4 
The Committes of Safety met pursuant to adjournméaty: 
Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esquire, Chairmanyt 
Colonel McDougall, Mr. Scott, Mr. Brewster, Mr. ‘Clarke, 
Mr, Tredwell, Mr. Sands, Mr. Spooner, ote a 

Pursuant to return of an election in the predence of Gar 
ret Abeel and Abraham Brinckerhaf,, Wo of thé Commit~ 
tee of the City of New-York, commissions were issued for: 
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the Officers of Beat No, 18, in the said City, to wit: to 
David Wolf, Captain ; Joseph Winter, First Lieutenant ; 
Christian Wolf, Second Lieutenant ; and Philip Phenix, 
Ensign. 

A draft of a Letter to the Committee of Cumberland 
County was read and approved, and is in the words follow- 
ing, to wit: 

Tn Committes of Safety for the Calony of New-York, dwing tho } 

recoss of the Piovineial Congross, New-York, January 9, 1776. 

Grnyricmen: We enclose you a certified copy of sun- 
dry resolutions of the Committee of Safety, as to your 
County; they are so plain they need no comment. 

We are extremely sorry to find that jealousies and divi- 
sions subsist in your County at this late day, when your 
whole Militia ought to have been fully organized and regu- 
lated, and in the best order and discipline. This gives us 
the greater chagrin and anxiety, because we expected your 
County was so firmly attached to the cause of American 
Viberty, that, im proportion to your numbers and strength, 
you would have been more forward, and in greater readi- 
ness than other parts of the Colony, where Ministerial 
measures might be expected to have spread their baneful 
influence, 

We entveat, we pray, and obtest you, as you tender not 
only your own welfare and happiness, but, also, the suc- 

« cess of tho American Colonies in their present struggle for 
liberty, that you exert yourselves (o put an amicable pe- 
tiod to all dissensions in your County, and bring about a 
perfect union among the inhabitants, and for this purpose 
that you cause a large, respectable County Committee to 
he elected in your County, if that has not already been 
done. All the diflicultias arising in smaller matters, we 
would hope your County Committee would easily accom- 
niodate, and that their determinations would be cheerfully 
acquiesced in, 

At the same time that we earnestly recommend unanimity 
and harmony to all the good people of your County, and 
a proper spirit of prudence, discretion, and direction it hese 
Connty Committeo, and their sub-Committess, if they have 
any such, give us leave to ee on yau to distinguish ie 
selves by setting an example of obedience to your Military 
Officers, and of care in acquiring military discipline, and 
that you inculeate the same good condugt on all tho peo- 

~ ple of your County. 

Let every Son of Freedom employ his utmost efforts, 
that our attachment to the Rules of Congross, our military 
subordination and skill, according to their plan and diree- 
tions, and our attachment to good order and Government, 
may distinguish us from our enemies, as much as the glo- 
rious cause we are engaged in. 

Wo aro, respectfully, gentlemen, your very humble ser- 
vans, 

By order of the Committoe of Safety, 


To the Clinirman and Members of the County Committee, 
Cumberdand County. 
Ordered, That a copy thereof he engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted by Doctor Spooner. 


,. Mr, Peter T. Curtenius dolivered in an account of the 
Lead which he has, as yet, been able to procure in obedi- 
ened to the late Order of the Provincial Congress, amount- 
ing to eight thousand five hundred and eight pounds, The 

* game was Aled, 
; Dis Mercuri, 10 ho, A, M,, Janvary 10, 1776, 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment, 
v Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Col- 
onel McDougall, Mr. Sands, Mr, Tredwell, Mr. Stott, 

a Mr. Brewster, My. Clarke, Mr. Spooner, 

Mr. Nicholas Low, attending at the door, was admitted. 
He informed the Committee that he had received informa- 
tion that Lord Stirling had a design to use the Vessel of 
Mr. Jsdae Goverteur, now at Elizabethtown-Point, to 
seize Despatches from ou boad the Ship bound for Bon- 
don, and under tha command of Captain Cooper. 

Thereupon, a draught of a Letter to Lord Stirling was 
read and approved of, and is in the words following, to wit: 
* In Cammitteo of Safety for tha Colo ‘i 
an bi of Provinetal Congress, Nowak Janse 10 te } 


: My Lop: While we entertain the “highest sense of, 
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your zeal in the publick service, permit us to inform you 
that we have this moment received advice of your design 
to employ a sloop, now loading at Ezabethtown-Point, 
undor the protection of this Committee, and the direction 
of Mr, Nicholas Low, of this city, to seize the Despatches 
now on board Captain Cooper. Though we do not, alto- 
gether, rely on this advice, yet, lest it should be well- 
founded, we beg leave to inform you, that such an expe- 
dient will, in our opinion, be prejudicial to the common 
cause. You doubtless know, my Lord, upon what errand 
she came to this Continent. Should any steps be taken 
on our pat that may embarrass those of our friends abroad, 
who are running risks to serve us, we must necessarily lose 
their assistance in an article of the utmost importance to 
us. We can divine no reason why that sloop should bo 
preferred to many others in New-Jersey equally fit for the 
service, unless it is, that the few swivels she has mounted 
may denominate her an armed vessel. Shoutl this be the 
reason for preferring her to any othor, the purpose may be 
effectually answered by borrowing those swive’s and mount- 
ing them in some other vessel. If your design should be 
such as we have mentioned, we beg that the expedient 
proposed by us may be adopted in preference to the one 
which will naturally discourage our friends abroad from. 
continuing their friendship towards us. 

We are, with great respect, my Lord, your Lordship’s 
most obedient servants. 

By order of the Committee of Safety, 

To Lord Stirling, 

P.S, We beg leave to inform your Lordship that we 
have undeistood the ship will be convoyed to soa by a 
company of Marines, in a pilot-boat. 

Ordered, That a copy thoreof bo engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and delivered to Mr. Low, 

nae B. Mr. Low having discovered that the information 
he had recoived was without any foundation, and this Let- 
ter unnecessary, returned it to the Committoo of Safety on 
the 11th, and it was ordered to be destroyed.) 

Lhomas Merritt, who was apprehended and brought be- 
foro the Committeo by some of the Inhabitants, on infor- 
mation of persons from, Westchester County that he had 
declared he lad seen people casting great quantities of 
Bullets to killpthe Whigs, and that he knew where gieat 
quantities of those Bullets were; was examined, Notos of 
his examination are filed, . 

The Witnesses against him were examined, in his pre-+ 
sence, and Merritt and tho Witnesses withdrew, 

Thereupon, Ordered, That the said Zhomas Merritt be 
discharged. And he was charged from tho Chair to be more 
cautions of his declarations and reports for the future. 


Pursuant to a return of an Election of Officers in Beat 
No. 14, of the City of New-York, in the presence of 
Garret Abcel and Abraham Brinckerhaf’, wo of the Com« 
mittee of the said City, Commissions wore isgued (9 the 
following Officers, to wit: ul 

Pardon Burtingham, Captain; Llenry York, First Lieu-, 
tenant; Zhomas Vin Pelt, Second Lieutenant; Anthony 
Lord, Ensign. 


Dio Merewsji, 3 ho. P. M., Janumy 10, 1776, 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment, 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Cols, 
onel McDougall, Mr. Sands, Mr. Scott, Mr. Lredwell,, 
Mr. Brewster, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Spooner, 

. Letters to sundry Members of the Provincial Congress, 
each Letter being a copy of that drawn and agreed to on 
the 8th instant, wore sealed, directed, and despatched. 

Colonel Palmer returned’ from the Continental Congress, 
and brought to the Committee Chamber tho Money sent 
from Congress by him and Colonel Brasher. The De- 
puty Treasurer being this evening fiom home, with the, 
consent of Mr. Sands, ~ i 

Ordered, That tho said Money bo depositeil $n a strong. 
iron-chest at his house, and the key of the said chest given: 
to Colonel Palmer or Colonel Brasher, oi i 

A-cortified copy of Resolutions of Congress, dated the. 
5th January, instant, respecting the Fortifications in thes 
Highlands, were vead‘and filed, and aré Ip wort folst 


lowing, to wit; ae a pe helt T 


5033 


In Congross, January 5, 1776, 

& The Congress resumed the consideration of the Repost 
of the Committee on the state of New-York, and having 
consulted the gentlemen sent to Congress by tho Conven~ 
tion of New-York, the same was agiecd to as follows, to 
wit: 

“Resolved, That for the reasons contained in the papers 
hereunto annexed, this Committee are of opinion that no 
further Fortifications ought to be erected at Martelaer's 
Rock, on the Hudson- River, and that a point of land at 
Pooplopen’s Kill, on the said River, ought, without delay, 
to be effectually fortified. 

“Resolved, That it be recommended to the Convention, 
or in thetr recess, the Committee of Safety of New-York, 
to carry into execution the above Resolution. 

“ Extract from the Minutes: 

4Cuartes THomson, Secretary.” 

Colonel BMsher, who is a Member of the Committee of 
Safety, being returned fiom Philadelphia, Doctor Spooner 
renewed his slicitation for leave to return to his County, 
and which he had, for several days, been encouraged to ex- 
pect when another Member should arrive. 

The Committee being of opinion, unanimously, that it is 
necessary Doctor Spooner should return to bis County to 
carry up the Writ for an election of Representatives in Ge- 
neral Assembly ; the Commissions for the Field-Officeis of 
the Militia; and the Letter from this Committee ; and to 
endeavour to restore unanimity and harmony among tho 
inhabitants, it is agrecd that he have loave of absence, 

And, whereas, it is inconvenient for Doctor Paul Spooner 
to return to the County of Cumberland, which is very dis- 
tant, without a small supply of cash for that purpose, and 
it appears to the Committee that his return there at present 
may be useful, and he has solicited aid from the Treasury 
of thé Provincial Congress, on the credit of Cumberland 
County, for_his relief, to be repaid in such manner as the 
Provincial Congiess of this Colony shall direct. 

Ordered, That Peter Van B, Livingston, Esq., as 
Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, ad- 
vance to Doctor Paul Spooner, or his order, the sum of 
twenty Pounds, on the credit of Cumberland County, and 
of himself, to be repaid in such manner as the Provincial 
Congress of this Colony shall direct, and that a copy of this 
Order be @ warrant to the Treasurer for thac purpose. 

And Ordered further, That until such payment made, 
Doetor Paul Spooner he,*and remain indebted unto the 
aid Peter V. B. Livingston, Wsq., for the sum of twenty 
Pounds, for so much cash lent, and, at all events, to bo re- 

aid by himself, iff not repaid by the County of Cumber- 
land, 

Kt was suggested to the Committee that a few copies of 
the Proceedings of the Continental Congress, first pub- 
Ished, and, also, of their late Proceedings, would be very 
useful in the Committees of the respective Towns and Dis« 

. triets in Cumberland County. 

Ordered, That John Fold furnish thirty-five copies to 

Doctor Spooner for that purpose. 


, 


2 Dio Jovis, 10 ho. A. M,, January 11, 1776, 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Mr. 

Scott, Mr. McDougall, Mr, Sands, Mr, Tredwell, Mr, 

Clarke, Colonel Brasher, My. Brewster, 

A Letter from the Delegates of this Colony at Congress, 
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wits 4 
thy . “Philadelphia, January 5, 1778, 

- *©Genrvemen; Tho Congress has been so much en- 
odmbered: with business, that it has not, till now, been in 
Gur pawer to write to you decisively on the subject of your 
soveral favours, indeed, the appointment of 4 officer to 
command in the Highlands still remains andetermined, 
though we d not the recommendation communicated 
in your'e f the 8th of December, will have its due 
Weights ora ' ‘ 

highly applaud the spirit, and, at the same time, 


cis 

W, 
spapebtfuls manner, in which you have supported the dig- 
nity and indgpendence of our Colfny, and demanded repa~ 
ration on the ‘shbject of the Connecticut inroad. An inter- 
position so rash, offigious, and violent, gave us great anxiety, 
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as it was not only a high insult to your authority, but had 
a direct tendency to confirns that fatal spirtt of jealousy and 
distrust of our Hastein brethren, which has done so much 
injury to our cause, and which every wise and virtuous 
patriot should study to suppress. ‘Ihe Government of 
Connecticut, we are persuaded, will not only do you the 
justice which you have required, but adopt effectual means 
to restrain their inhabitants from similar attempts in future. 
In this expectation, we shall take the liberty to defer the 
application to Congress which you direct, until we are fa- 
vowed with a copy of Goveinour Trumbull’s answer to 
your letter. 

“The enclosed resolution of Congress respecting the 
Joan of forty-five thousand pounds on the credit of our Co- 
lony, will, we hope, be no disappointment. It is, in our 
opinion, founded on good reasons. The precedent would 
have justified every other Colony in soliciting the like in~ 
dulgence, which could not, without gross purtiality, have 
been refused. The faith of all must, in every instance, 
have been pledged to secure the payment, and, conse- 
quently, all exposed to the effects of mismanagement and 
want of economy in each separate Government, The 
quantity of paper money would not have been diminished. 
The sums thus borrowed must, in the course of the present 
contest, have become enormous. ‘Those objections, among 
others, operated so strongly against the mesure, thatif we | 
had thought ourselves at liberty to exercise discretion in 
the case of a positive instruction, we should have. declined 
an application to which, in our judgment, we could not wish 
success, 

©The deputation fiom your Convention, respecting the 
fortifications in the Lighlands, was very proper and season- 
able. They havo conferred with a Committee of Con- 
gress, aad been heard by the Touse, and will inform you 
of every thing which occurred, so that it is needless for us 
to be explicit. 

“A copy of the resolution of Congress will bo deli- 
vered to you by your Deputies, to which we have nothing: 
to add. 

“ Mr, Seeretary McKesson has firnished us with a copy 
of your resolutions respecting your Delegates. This qr- 
rangement, or something similar, we had much at heart, as 
the constant attendance of so large a quorum as five, would 
naturally be precavious, especially when only that number 
were in town, 1 

The defection of Queen’s and Richmond is much to 
be lamented. A Committce of Congress has this subject 
now under consideration, and it will not be Jong before, 
their 1esolutions on that head will be communicated to you. 

« We have the honour to be, with great respect, gentle+ 
men, your most obedient and humble servants, 


Prmir Livinesror, Jonn Jay, 
“Janes Duanc, llenry Wisner, 
Winuiam Fruoxn, 


«P, 8. You have likewise enclosed a resolution of 
Congress respecting the inlistment of soldiers.” 


The Resolution of Congress, on the request of a loan to. 
this Colony, was read, filed, and is in the words following, 
to wit: 

“In Congress, Decomber 23, 1775, 


« The Committee to whom the application ftom the Con- 
vention of New-York, for the loan of forty-five thousand 
Pounds, was referred, brought in their report, which being 
read, was agieed to, as follows: 

“ That notwithstanding it appears to this Committee that 
the credit of the Colony of New-York is unquestionable, 
and their application for the loan of forty-five thousand 
Pounds was suggested by disinterested principles, yet that 
it would not be advisable in the opinion of this Committee 
for the Congress to make the loan proposed, 

« Extract from the Minutes: ae: 

“Cuanues Tiromson, Seeretary.”;,, 


Resolutions of Congress respecting the Inlistmentof Sala 
diers, therein enclosed, was, also, road and filed, dndardsinn® 
the words following, to wit: ie 

“In Gongross, Decamiker 26, irish ie 

“ The report of the Committes to whoin' was! refered a 
paragraph of Lord Stirling's letter to tha Congress, com~ 
plaining that several of his réorhits*had been arrested and 


1035 


imprisoned for trifling debts, being tnken into consideration, 
was agreed to, as follows: 

«This Committee have reason to believe that divers 
persons, either from inattention to the publick good, or with 
a design to retard tho reciuiting service, have arrested and 
imprisoned, for very trifling debts, many soldiers who had 
engaged to 1isk their lives in defence of the rights and liber- 
ties of America, and as it has always been found necessary 
in time of war to regulate and restrain a practice of such 
pavionts tendency, and in such cases to abate the rigour 
of law, 

“Resolved, therefore, That it be recommended to the 
seyoral Legislatures in these Colonies, whether Assemblies 
or Conventions, to pass acts, or ordinances, prohibiting the 
arrest of Continental soldieis for small debts, and in order 
that the same rule may pervade all the Colonies, that no 
such soldier be arrested at the suit of any of his credi- 
tors, unless the said creditor make oath that the said sol- 
dier js justly indebted to him in the sum of thirty-five dol- 
Jars, over and above all discount, and that the estate of no 
such soldier be Jiable to attachment at the suit, or for the 
benefit of all his creditors, unless their debts in the whole, 
én being ascertained by their oaths, shall amount to more 
than one hundred and fifty dollars. 

“Extract from the Minutes : 

“ Cuances Tomson, Secretary.” 

Colone) Brasher and Colonel Palmer informed the Com: 
mittee that they had obtained the sum of Fifty ‘Thousand 
Dollais in Continental Bills at Philadelphia. That four 
of the Delegates of this City, being in want of cash, at 
Philadelphia, had requested a small sum thereof, in part 
of their respective demands for their services and disburse- 
ments as Delegates, which they had accordingly paid them, 
and taken thelr separate receipts. That they had brought 
with them Bills to the amount of Forty-Kight Thousand 
Four Hundred Dollars, and four receipts of the Delegates 
to the Treasurer, amounting together to Sixteen Hundred 
Dollars, 

Ordered, That those gentlemen deliver the said Bills 
and Receipts of the Delegates, in the whole to the sum of 
Fifty Thousand Dollars, to Peter V. B, Livingston, Esq,, 
Treasurer of the Provincial Congress, and take a receipt 
of the said Treasurer, or his Deputy, for the whole amount 
thereof, 

Colonel Lasher, Colonel Heyer, and Colonel Lott, ac- 
cording to order, respectively attended tho Committee, to 
give information of the states of their respective Rogi- 
ments, 

* Colonel Lasher and Colonel Heyer respectively inform- 
ed the Committee their Regiments were properly Armed, 
Accoutred, and Equipped. 

Colonel Lott informed that a number of the Privates of 
his Regiment are without Muskets, or Firelocks, and somo 
of thom unablo to purchase, and that Arms aro so scarce, 
that it Is diffiguit to purchase, 

“Those genUleman further informed the Committee in 
substance, that the Privates of the two first mentioned Re- 
giments in particular had done a great deal of duty, at much 
expense of time and money, that the whole City Militia, 
through the multiplicity and Jargeness of the guards re- 
quired, have a considerable share of duty. ‘That the least 
share thereof is borne, or done by the most wealthy. That 
many of their men are unable (9 purchase Gunpowder, and 
that others think they ought not to submit to that expense. 

Thereupon, the Committee agreed on two Orders, intro- 
+ dyced by a recital, all which are in the words following, to 


wit? 
gi hereas, it is the opinion of this Committee, that it will 
“bi npeensary for the immediate safety of the Colony, that 
an half pound of Powder be deliverad out at the publiok 
expense, to the seyeral effective Officers and Privates of the 
Militia and Minute-Men of this Colony, who are well 
affected to the jiublick cause, to the end that thay may not 
have reason to complain of the want of means to answer 
the good purpose uforesnid ; : ‘ 
, It is therefore, Ordered, That such qunntities of the 

publick Powder be delivered ont for the purpose aforesaid, 

under the following regulations, that ig to say: 
“ist That every Colonel, or in-his absence, the, next; 
commanding officer of Militia and Minute-Men-in this.Co: 
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lony do, without delay, make a return of the effective Offi- 
cers and Privates in their respective Regiments, to this 
Committee, distinguishing therein such as are well affected 
as aforesaid, to the end that such distribution as aforesaid 
may be made. 

Secondly. And to prevent any unnecessary expenditure 
of Powder, it is hereby declared, that the Militia and Mi- 
nute-Men are not to depend on any farther supplies at the 
publick expense ; and, it is further, 

Ordered, That at every Regimental, or other Muster, Re- 
view, Training, or other Military service, each Militia and 
Minute-Man, whose duty it will be to attend the same, do 
attend, furnished with as many Cartridges, filled properly 
with Powder and Ball, as the quantity of half a pound of 
Powder will be sufficient to fill in manner aforesaid ; and 
to prevent and punish neglects in those instances, that 
every Commanding Officer, do at every such Muster, Re- 
view, Training, or other Military service, caus strict search 
to be made, whether every person attending the same be 
duly provided in manner aforesaid. e ‘ 

A Letter from Tryon County Committee, received by 
the Albany Post-Rider, was read and filed. This Letter 
informs of their election of Deputies. 

Ordered, That it be reported and read to the Provincial, 
Congress, at their first meeting alter the recess, 


Sundry large Accounts of Captain John Genel! and 
Captain John Hulbert, who served in the last Northera 
campaign, were produced to the Committee, and payment 
thereof solicited. 

The Committee took the said Accounts into examina~ 
tion und consideration, and after some time spent therein, 
ava of opinion, that as to sundry disbursements charged 
therein, the Committee have not sufficient information to 
determine thereon, Thot of other parts of those Accounts 
they are not proper judges. That Major-General Schuy- 
ler only is competent, and this Committee incompetent for 
the settlement thereof. 

That it is the business and duty of a Paymaster to pay 
those Accounts, and the payment of Military Accounts 
necessarily renders the accounts of the Congress of this 
Colony more complex and intricate, and may in the end 
bo attended with loss to the Colony. 

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to Major-General Schuy- 
Ter, was read bod approved of, and is in the words follow~ 
ing, to wit: “ 

“Sir: We are sorry to be obliged to point out to you a 
defect in the conduct of the Paymaster under your departs 
ment, which has in your multiplicity of business doubtless 
esenped your attention; and proves a subject of great in+ 
convenience to us, and delay to tho publick service. Our 
situation subjects us necessarily to the transaation of many 
matters purely of a Continental nature, in the coursa of 
which topoated npplications to the Continental Congress 
for money, are unavoidable; to this, however, we cheer- 
fully submit, but think it a great hardship, that while a 
Continental Paymaster is handsomely appointed, we should 
bo under a necossity of making expenditures proporly 
within the compass of his duty, By this means our ac+ 
counts are rendered unnecessarily complex and intricate, 
which may in the end be attended with loss to this Colony. 
The disagreeable task of applying for money may be more 
frequent than we could wish, and the publick service pro- 
perly within our department is too often delayed by the ex+ 
penditure of large sums to uses not regularly under gur 
direction. We, therefore, earnestly request you to direct, 
that the Paymaster do, for the future, attend at this impor- 
tant post, either in person, or by deputy, tothe end that we 
may be rid of a very disagrgenble service, which in no wise 
belongs to us, and by that means be enabled to forward,: 
with more expedition, those inatters which properly fall 
under our directions, ‘ 

“ Wo beg leave, also, to inform you that. no resolutions 
of Congress for filling up and clothing thé troops in your 


department hayo hitherto reached us, and to rotyuest of you 
to furnish us with such lights on this head, a8 ,nigy-enablé 


us most effectually to advance the publick s8rvidéigg * 
* We have the honour to be, with the highest ‘Pespeoty 
and esteem, sir, your mo obedient, humble servants. é 
“By order of the Committee of Snfety’ i : Foy 
“Po Major-General oSchityler, Albany.’ a i 
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Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 


Adjourned, 


Die Jovie, 3 ho. P, M., January 18, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment, 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Mr. 
Brewster, Mr. Clarke, Mv. Scott, Mr. T'redwell, Colonel 
McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Sands. 

The consideration of tho great importance to the Colo- 
nies of having Powder-Mills for the manufactory of Gun- 
powder immediately, and the more page as a large 
quantity of Saltpetre, is confidently said to be arrived at 
Philadelphia ; agreed to recommend to Robert R, Living- 
ston, Esq., the re-ciection of the Powder-Mill formerly built 
by the late Mr. Justice Livingston. - 

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to Robert R. Living- 
ston, Esq., on that subject, was read and approved of, and 
is in the wordg following, to wit: 

In Committeo of Safoty for the Colony of Now-York, in tho recess { 

of the Provincial Congress, New-York, January 11, 1776. 
* Sm: While we most heartily condole with you on the 
loss of so significant a publick character, as that of your 
late worthy father, your known attachment to the publick 
cause will readily excuse our intermixing a few considera- 
tlons of publick utility with our sympathetick expressions 
on that distressing event. 

We have full evidence of a large importation of Sult- 
petra into Philadelphia; our fiends in New-Lngland are 
pushing the manufacture of that article, and we haope our 
Congress at their next meeting will give all due encour- 
agement to so useful a manufacture in this Colony. In 
this view, it is probable, that there will be full employ for 
Powdar-Mills, and for this reason we beg leave to 1ecom- 
mend the re-erection of the patriotick work of the jate 

r. Justice Livingston to your immediate attention. 

We are, sir, with great respect, your most obedient ser- 
vants. 

To Robert R. Livingston, Esq, at his seat, Claremont. 


Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted, 


The Committee consisting of only a Quarum, directed 
a Letter to be wrote to Peter 2. Livingston, Esq., and 
request his attendance. =» 

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to Peter I, Livingston, 
Esq. was read and approved, and is in the words following, 
to wit: 

In Committes of Sufoty, during the roccen of tho Provincial i 
Congress, Now-York, January 11, 1776, 

Sin: The Committee of Safety by the absence of your- 
self and another member, and the indisposition of some 
other members, are generally reduced to a bare quorum. 

Many things of importance are necessary, and ought to 
be taken into consideration immediately. 

Ifany of the members present should be indisposed, the 
Committee may be without even a quoium, and the pub- 
lick business entirely suffer. The Committee expected 
your attendance and assistance long before this day. 

In ease of your indisposition, or inability to atiend, Mr. 
Henry Oothoudé was appointed in your stead. 

We pray that you attend, or that you endeavour that 
Mr. Oothouds attend without delay. 

We are, respectfully, sir, your very bumble servants, 

A’similar Letter, omitting those parts which relate to Mr, 
Qothoude, was sent to Mr. Jinlay and Mr. Moris Graham. 

o Sandry Accounts were produced to the Committee, for 

billeting and pay of Commissioned and non-Commission- 
ed Officers and Privates of the Companies of Minute-Men, 
who have been stationed near the Fortifications in the 
Highlands, for payment, and requests were made whether 
apy, and how mitch, if any thing, is allowed for the billeting 
of Officers. #Dhe billeting tnoney for Officers in the late 
campaign, hating, also, been in part the subject of some 
late -appliditions, the Committee determined to write to 
the Delegates of this Colony on these subjects; and to 
request the resolutions of Congreés as to the pay, clothing, 
and establishment of the new levies ordered to be raised. 


Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to the Delegates of this 
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Colony at Congress, was read and approved of, and is in 
the words following, to wit: 

In Committe of Safety for the Colony of Now-York, during the } 

recess of tho Provincial Congress, New-York January LL, 1776. 

Gunriemen: The Winter is wearing away fast, and 
je the approaching campaign may be an active one. 
n this view, we conceive that every attention should be 
paid to promote the publick service, 

The commissioned and non-commissioned officers, and 
privates of the Minutc-Men employed for the defence of 
the fortifications on Fludson’s River, ave left at an uncer- 
tainty with respect to their pay, and for their billeting mo- 
ney, until they are provided for at the post, for which they 
are now applying to us. How discouraging this unceitain- 
ty will be to the service, and how much it is out of our 
power to remedy the evil, must be obvious. We must, 
theiefore, request the most immediate resolution of the 
Continental Congress on that head, 

The commissioned officers in the late Neiv- York bat- 
talions of Continental troops, think it a piece of justice to 
them to reimburse them for their billeting money, before 
they were supported upon the publick provisions. You will 
readily concelve how disheartening it must be to them to 
he left saddled with a ceitain loss, to which they must in- 
fallibly be subject if publick provision be not made for 
their reimbursement. Without this, they will engage afresh 
with great reluctance. They are continually applying to 
us on this head, but you well know we are incapuble of 
giving them the telief sought for; this must be had from 
the Continental Congress. We beg you to procure their 
speedy resolution on this head. 

The resolutions of the Continental Congress as to the 
pay, clothing, and billeting money, for reciuiting the four 
battalions with the utmost despatch, we most ardently re- 
quest, 

We are, with the highest respect and esteem, gentle- 
men, your most obedient, hunible servants,‘ 

By order of the Committee of Safety. * 
To the Delegates for the Colony of New-York, at Con- 

gress, Philadelphia. 


Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted, 


Dio Vonorls, 10 ho, A. M., January 12, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Colo« 
nel McDougall, Mr. Scott, Mr. aed oe, Mr. Clarke, 
Colonel Brasher, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Sands, 

A Letter from Hebert Benson, Esq., Chairman of the 
Committee of Dutchess County, was read and filed, and is 
in the words following, to wit: 

(Letter not entered.) ‘ 


A Bond of Cornelius Atherion and Brinton Paine, to 
Colonel Alecander McDougall and Peter I’, Curtenius, 
in the penal sum of seven hundred Pounds, dated the 20th 
day of December last, and conditioned that the said Corne- 
fius Atherton will fulfil his Contract made with the obligee, 
on behalf of this Congress, on the 28d day of November 
last, for the making and delivery of a certain number of 
Muskets, &c., was read and filed, 

A Bond of the said Cornelius Atherton, and of John 
Chamberlaine, to the said obligees, and of the like tenour, 
date, sum, and conditién of the Bond above recited, was 
read and filed, a 

Thereupon, Ordered, That the Secretary deliver to 
Colonel McDougall and Colonel Curtentusn certified copy 
of the Order of the Provincial Congress of this Colony on 
their Treasurer, made and passed on the 15th day of De= 
cember last, for the sum of three hundred and fifty Pounds, 
which was to be advanced to the said Cornelius Atherton, 
when proper security was given to fulfil his Contract; an 
that the Sceretary also give, therewith, a Certificate that® . 
the suid Bonds are fled with him, that Colonel MeDougai®? 
aud Colonel Curtentus, or their order, may be enalilé rat 
receive of the Treasurer, as well the moneys by’ oinfore 
Sands, at their request, as the residue of the mofigys now £ 
to be advanced, amounting, in the ‘wHoley to"t e'sim "OF 
three hundred and fifty Pounds, agrepable'to the'stid Order | 
of the Provincial Congress, ue fe N4 ® 
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The Committee of Safety then tool into consideration 
the Report of a sub-Committee of the General Committee 
of the City of New-York, deliveied in parole, some days 

ast, to the following effect, to wit: “That a certain Ben~ 
jamin James, who had been chosen Captain of one of the 
Companies of Militia in the City of New-York, hud re- 
fused to subscribe the Declaration mentioned in his com- 
mission as necessary to his entering on the executing that 
office; that, on a new election being ordered in the said 
Company for a Captain, the Company re-elected the same 
person, and refused to elect any other ; that there are some 
other instances of the like kind, and the persons exercising 
military offices in the predicament.” 

This Committee are of opinion that the best remedy for 
jnconvenience would be a Resolution of the Continental 
Congress, or, in their recess, the Committee of Safety for 
Ahe tine being to exercise their discretion in appointing 
proper Officers, without such election, whenever occasion 
may require. 

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to the Delegates of 
\his Colony, on the subject of appointing Officers in such 
vases, and on the subject of giving aids to Expresses or 
Messengers who ibnvel without certificates, was read and 
approved of, and is in the words following, to wit: 


' In Committoo of Safety, duiing the roceas of tho Provincial 
. Congress, Now-York, January 12, 1776, 


Geytimuen: We apprehend, for reasons too tedious to 
mention, great danger of the want of a proper arrangement 
of tho Militia in some of our Districts, fiom maling the 
election of the peoplo necessary for the appointment of 
officers under the dogree of Field-Offivers. Wo, there- 
fore, earnestly request you iminediately to procure a re- 
salvo of Congress to authorize our Congress, or the Com- 
‘mittee of Salety for the time being, to exercise their discre~ 
tion in appointing, without such election, whenever occa- 
sion may require. 

Wo are put to repented difficulties with applications, by 
expresses, to and from Congress, on the Continental ser- 
vico, in complying with which, without proper certificates, 
specifying the aids required of us to be given to such ox- 
~ presses, we apprehend ill consequences. 3y this means, 
pur prudence in disposing of the Continental money may 
be exposed to-be cnlled in question, and abuses put upon 
the publick by taking advantage of our readiness to ad- 
vance the service. or theso reasons, we have been 
obliged to determine to give no such aids for the futuie to 
oy person applying to us in the character of an express, 
unless he produce a cditificate from Congress, specifying 
the particular aids required of us. Our late Congress 
wrote oarly in the Summer on this subject, but were not 
favoured with ou answer, 
> Wo are, gentlemen, with great respect and esteem, your 
most obedient servants, 

By order of the Committoe of Safety. 

To the Delegates for the Colony of New- Yorke at Con- 
* gress, Philadelphia, 

Ordered, That 0 copy thoreof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

+ Colonel Brasher produced a Deputation from Peter V, 

: Livingston, Esq., Ticasurer of the Provincial Congress 
of this Colony, to Mr. Gerard Bancker, his Doputy, 
hich was vend, and is in the words and figures following, 
fo wits 

« Wherens, the Provincial Congress have nominated me 
their Treasurer, I do heieby appoint my friend, Mr. Ge- 
yard Bancker, Jun., my Deputy, hereby promising to con- 
tm every act he shall do in my name in the execution 

leréofl, ‘Ag witness my hand and seal, this twenty-eighth 
Qay,of August, 1775. 
vous “P, V. B. Livinasron, [t. 8] 
~ “Souled dnd delivered in the prosence of, 
‘ 29 ,  Srinuina. 
i “Pintiy Lryiesron.” 

Orderéd, That the said Appoittment be ietyrntd to 
tho Depufy-Treasurer, | . 
, Colonel Brasher and Colonel Palmer produced the Re- 
-geipt of Gerard Bancker, the Dépnty-Treasurer, for the 
cash, and receipts for cash paid the tes of this Co- 
any, by them brought fiom Philadelphia for the Congress 
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of this Colony, amounting, together, to the sum of Fifty 
Thousand Dollars ; which receipt was read and filed, and is 
hereunto annexed, in the words and figures following, to wit ¢ 


« Received, Jannary 12, 1776, from Messrs, Thomas 
Palmer, Abraham Brasher, wd Captain John Grenell, 
Fifty Thousand Dollars, in Continental Bills, in behalf of 
Peter Livingston—Bills, $48,400—4 Receipts, $1,600 
— $50,000. “ Genanp Banoxer.” 

Mr, Christian Jacobson, of Richmond County, attend- 
ing at the door, was admitted. Io alleged that a majority 
of the Inhabitants of Jichmonad County wero not averse. 
but friendly to the measures of Congiess. He attempte' 
to state their difficulties and fears. Answers were given 
to him by the Members of this Committee. 

Colonel Brasher, a Member of this Committee, informed 
the Committee that he had lately seen Mr, Richard Law- 
rence, one of the late Deputies of Réehmond County ; that 
Mr. Lawrence told him he expected that Me Inhabitants 
of the said County would very speedily elect Deputies to 
represent them in Provincial Congress, and4equested him 
to inform this Commitice thoreof, . 

Therefore, Resolved, That tho late intended Interdic« 
tion of the Provinein! Congress, against all delinquents in 
that County, be delayed until Monday, the 22d instant. 

Ordered, That the Secretary deliver n certified copy of 
tho information of Colonel Brasher, relating to the Inhabia 
iants of Richmond County, and of the above Resolution 
thereon, to Mr. Christian Jacobson, one of the Committee 
of Richmond County. 


Adjourned to threo o'clock in the Afternoon. 


Dio Vonoris, 3 ho, 2. M., January 12, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment, « 

Present; Pierre Van Cortlandt, sq., Chairman, Mr. 
Scott, My. Lredwell, Mr. McDougall, Mr. Brewster, Mr, 
Clarice, Mr. Sands; Colonel Brasher, the latter part of 
tho evening. 

Mi. Richard Lawrence, one of the Deputies from Ricks 
mond County to the former Provincial Congress, atteniled, 
and conversed with the Commistes on the, state of Rich- 
mond County, of his own mere motion, as he said, and 
without any request from the Committeo, or tho Inhabi- 
tants, lo attertd for that purpose, 

After a fall convorsation with My, Lawrence, the Com- 
mittee of Safoty unanimously came to tho following Reso- 
lutions, as to the Inhabitants of Richmond County, to wit: 

Resolved, That, notwithstanding any thing contained in 
the Resolution of this day, sospecting the County of Rich- 
mond, the same was not intended to give them any ground 
of assuranco that their Deputies will bo received in Provin- 
cial Congress, but only to enable them to put the conduct 
of the [nhabitants of that County in as favournble a ght 
before the Continental Congress as the nature of their case 
will admit of, the same having been submitted by the Pro- 
vincial Congross to the ‘consideration of that respectable 
bady, by whose determination the Inhabitants of chat 
County must bo bound. 

Resolved, nevertheless, That, whether the Inhabitants 
of the said County should, or should not, proceed to an 
election of Deputies, in either case the Committea of tlie 
said County do report to this Committee the fames af 
those who do, or shall, either directly or indirectly, oppose 
such election, as also the names of those who do hot nt. 
tend such election, in case a poll shall be opened for*thut 
purpose; and that the said Committee report their pio- 


“ceedings, and those of the County, in the premises, to this 


Committee, on Monday, the 22d instant. 

Ordered, That the Secretary deliver to Mr. Richard 
Lawrence, ov his order, certified copies of the Resolution 
of this Committee passed this morning, and of the two last 
precoding Resolutions, as to tho Inhabitants of Richmond 

ounty. . 

Copios of three Affidavits, as to the ill conduct and 
threatenings of Snmte? Devine, certified by Captain John 
Wisner, were yead and filed, and are in the words follows 
ing, to wit: 

“ULsten County: . gy 

Stephen Semour, of.fall aga, being duly swoin onthe 
Holy LEvangglist, this 4th day of January, ..1776,.s@th, 
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that on Monday'evening, the Ist instant, being at the 
house of Daniel M. Giden, he head Samuel Devine re- 
peatodly drink damnation to the Congress, and all the 
Whigs; that last year was Whig year, but this would be 
Tovy year; and, likewise, that all the Whigs would be 
hanged in the Spring; and, farthermore, repeatedly called 
the Whigs a pack of danined Rebels; and further saith, 
that he would not obey bis officers, more than he would a 
dog, or to that purpose. And fuither saith not. 
“Srrenen Sexoun.” 


“Uusren County: 

“ George Lean, of full age, being duly sworn on the 
Holy Evangelist, this 4th day of January, 1776, saith, 
that being sent with a warrant from Captain Zeerpany to 
the house of Sarnuel Devine, to levy on his goods and 
chattels, for not appearing under aims according to military 
law, at which time he levied on two ox-chains. Devine 
then threateted, if he toak the chains, he should immedi- 
ately be a dead man, Alter going some rods from said 
Devine’s hotwe, was followed by him, who desited to see 
his warrant, which the deponent’s brother had in his band, 
and, showing it to him, said Devine snatched it out of his 
hand, and destroyed it; and further saith, that Devine 
said, if satisfaction was not made for his chains, he would 
come up and lalla half dozen of them. And further saith 


not. 
“Gronee Lean.” 


“Unsrur County: 

* {envy Lockwood, of full age, being duly sworn on 
the Holy Evancelit this 4th day of January, 1776, saith, 
that on his way from Newburgh homeward, he met with 
some persons, among which was a certain Samuel Devine, 
who then asked hin if he did not know there was a reward 
for taking up a Committeo-man, and sending him on board 
the man-of.war?-—-who then threatened to take said depo- 
nent, he being one of the Committee of New- Marlborough 
Precinct, and that he could have forty pounds in cash, or 
fifty acres of land, for delivering a Committes-man on 
board the man-of-war. And further saith not. 

“ {leyny Locxwoop,” 


‘S.A trad copy of the oaths. Given under my hand: 
“Captain Joun Wisner.” 


' , 


Application wis again made to this Conmitice on the 
subject of Captain Join Hulbert’s and Captain John Gre- 
tull’s Accounts. Iudberé and Grenell, attending at the 
door, were admitted, with their Accounts. Many articles 
in their Accounts were pointed out to them, to the setile- 
ment whereol’ this Committee is by no means competent. 
Captain Grenell and Captain ulbert withdrew. After 
some considerable time spent in attention to those Accounts, 
and sundry debates thereon, to enable those gentlemen fully 
to pay off and discharge all monoys due to the Privates and 
non-Commissioned Oflicers of their Companies, this Com- 
mittee agreed and resolved to allow them one thousand 
Pounds on account, and came to a determination, in the 
words following, to wit: ‘ 

Whereas, Captain @rened? and Captain Hulbert, of the 
Third Battalion of the New-York Continental Troops, 
under the command of Colonel Clinton, now in actual ser- 
vice in Canada, haye applied to this Committee with their 
respective Accounts, that of Captain Greneld exhibiting a 
balance of six hundred and twenty-four Pounds four Shil- 
lings and eleyen Pence, and that of Captain Hudbert a ba- 
lance of eight hundred and twenty-six Pounds tivo Shillings 
and eight and one-fourth Pence, the liquidation of which 
Accounts, this Committee conceive, does not properly fall 
Within their department ; and whereas, for reasons unknown 
ito Wao Paymaster attends this Post, to whom they can 
be referted for their respective balances, and as this Com- 
iyittee has: strong apprehensions that any delay of the 
means to enable them to pay the men of their respective 
Companies, may prove a great discouragement to persons 
who would otherwise willingly engage in the service of the’ 
United Colonies, ~ 

Resolved, ‘That the gross sum of four hundred and fifty 
Pounds an Captain Grenell’s ‘Account, and five hundyed 
and fifty Pounds on Captain Hylber?’s, be advanced ‘to 
them, respectively, by the Treasurer of the Provincial 


Congress, on the account of the Continental Congress,’ of the aforewritten case, and 
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and be accordingly passed to the debit of their account} 
and that a copy of this Resolye be transmitted to tho 
Continental Congress, with a request to them to take 
effectual order that such advances by this Commitice, or 
the Provincial Congress, may not be made necessary in 
future. 

Ordered, That a certified copy of this Entry and Re- 
solve be given Messis. Hulbert and Grenell. 

Mr. Sands, who had informed the Committee that he 
had been diseppointed, as to the Vessels he was about to 
chatter to proceed to the /Fest-Indies, in pursuance to the 
Order of the Provincial Congress, and was then endeavour: 
ing to procure another suitable Vessel, :eports that he has 
ongaged a sloop belonging to Stephen Thorne, to go to the 
Island of St, Eustatia, at seventy sbillings per ton, mer- 
chant’s tonnage. The Congress to take the risk of sei- 
gure, Vessel valued at five hundred pounds, 

That he could also engage Abaham P, Lott's schoo- 
ner to go to Martinico, Guadaloupe, or St. Eustatia, at 
seventy shillings, the Congress to take the tisk of seizures, 
Vessel valued at five hundied pounds, 

The Committee approve of Mr. Sands’s agreement for 
the first above-mentioned Vessel, made in puisuance of the 
directions of the Provincial Congress, and submit it to the 
care and prudence of Mr. Sands (with such advice ns he 
may, from time to time, request of this Commitee) ta 
make the most advantageous agreement for the publick 
benefit as to the other Vessel. 

A case of the Committee of Ilmtington was stated by 
Mr, Tredwell to this Committee of Salety, and the letters 
to Mr. Zredwell on that subject, and all the other covti- 
ficates and writings relative thereto, produced by Mr, Zred- 
well, wore read and considered, and after full consideration 
theieof, the Committee of Safety gave a state of tho case, 
and a determination thereon, to be transmitted to the Com- 
mittee at Huntington, in hee verba, videlicels 
‘ P.M, January 12, 1776. 

The following case was stated on behalf of the Commits 
tee of Huntinglon for the Opinion of this Committee, ta 
wit: : 

Captain Barnabas Swain, in the sloop Bellona, having 
taken in part of his lading for Nontuelet, at New-Yoric, 
with loave of the General Committee of the City and 
County af New-York, proceeded with the same to Elun- 
tington, with intent to complete his cargo there ; the leave 
he obtained at New-York was founded on a permit pros 
duced by him from under the bands of the Committee of 
Falmouth, dated 2d of Ovtober, 1775; which permit was 
produced to the Committee of Huntington, to induce thena 
to consent to the completion of his cargo there. This eon- 
sent was opposed by some of the Committee of Luiing- 
ton. Afterwards the Committee and Inhabitants became, 
acquainted with the Resolutions in the JYouse of Repre- 
sentatives of Massachusetts-Bay, of November 3d, 1775, 
and the Committee are still of opinion that, notwithstand~ 
ing any thing contained in those Resolutions, Captain Swat 
should be permitted to complete his cargo; with which. 
opinion the aforesaid inhabitants are displeased, ; 

It is the opinion of this Committee that, notwithstand- 
ing the date of Captain Swatn’s Permit precedes that of 
the aforesaid Resolutions, and will be inconsistent with a 
just respect to the said [Louse of Representatives antl a 
dua rogard to the Union of the Colonies, to attempt to 
unravel the principles upon which the aforesaid Resolu~ 
tions are founded, and that as by the said Resolutions the. 
inhabitants of the other Colonies are desired to withhold 
further supplies of provisions, fuel, or other necessaries 
from Nantucket, until the farther recommendation of the 
said Court of Representatives, and contains no saving in 
behalf of former permits, it is Captain Stvain’s misfortune 
that he did not complete his cargo before the receipt oft 
the said Resolutions, and that the Committee of Hun- 
tington ought not to permit him to complete his said. 
carga, but that, nevertheless, he be permitted to departion 
his voyage without molestation, with the provisiongeéad 
other necessaries which he was permitted to take oftboatd: 
at New-York. ae eal 

Ordered, That the Secretary delivet areoftified copy- 

opinion “or this Coinniittee 
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ahereon, to Mr. Tredtwell, to be by him transmitted to the 
Committee of Huntington. 


: Dio Sabbati, January 18, 1776, 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esquive, Chairman, Mr. 
Scott, Mr. McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr, Sands, My. 
Brewster, Mr, Clarke, Mr. Tredwedl, 

This day is set apart for the hearing and trial of Piison- 
eis, Several prisoners in the Guard-house weie ordered 
to be brought before the Committee to be heard, and a re- 
port from the Barrack-Guard delivered in and filed, 

William Weyman, who had been confined by the City 
Committee for going on boaid the ship Asia, and procur- 
ing barrels, and assisting to ship a sloop load of Pork for 
the Ministerial amy and navy. {le acknowledged, vo- 
Juntarily, that he was guilty of the whole chaige, appear: 
ing contrite and penitent for his ill conduct, the tendency 
of which was fully represented to him, ho was reprimand- 
ed, and charged to tarry at home and behave prudently, 
and give no offence to his {ellow-countrymen., Thereupon 
a Certificate was given to him, in the words following, to 
wit: 

William Weyman, of Westchester County, who has been 
confined in the Upper Barracks in New-York, was this 
day brought before the Committee of Safety and heard, 
He acknowledged, voluntarily, the charges agatnst him, and 
appeared contrite and penitent for his past ill conduct, the 
tendency of which was fully represented to him, he was 
reprimanded, charged to tarry at home, behave prudently, 
and give no offence to his fellow-countrymen, and not to 
act against the liberties of his country, all which be has so- 
Jomnly engaged to do; ho is, therefore, hereby dischai ged 
and permitted to return to his place of abode, and it is re- 
commended to all friends of tiberty and their country, to 
keep a watchful eye on his future conduct, 

Azor Betts was next brought before the Committees, and 
charged by Christopher Duyckinck with having, in his 
presence, damned the Congresses and Committees, both 
Continental and Provincial, and said that they were a set 
of damned rascals, and acted only to feather their own 
nests, and not to serve their country ; that they had shut 
up bis shop, but that he hoped to soa the day when ho 
wonld shut them up, or overturn them, and mentioned Cap- 
tun Buchanan and others, as witnesses, to support the 
charge. The said Azor Betts docs not, in general, deny 
the charge, or desive any other witnesses to be called, but 
alleges that he did not mean to include all the members of 
Congiessos and Committees, and supposes there ale some 
good men among them, and at same timo confesses that 
Captain Buchanan will give the like testimony as Christo- 
pher Duyekincle has done. 

Thomas Service, who had been committed for carrying 
some person on board of one of the ships-of-war without 
any permit. He was admonished for his bad conduct and 
informed of the consequences if ho should be taken in the 
like act horeafter, and was discharged. 

Robert Simmons, confined by tho City Committee, was 
bronght in before the Committee, 

Simon Cow, a person recommended to the Committea 
for his integrity, was produced as a witness, Ile deolares 
that Simmons, the prisoner, offered him two pair of Silver 
Buokles, which he said were worth forty Shillings, if he 
aro suffer him to escape. Robert Simmons was recom- 
mitted, 7 
1 Captain John Buchanan says he heard Azor Betts damn 
the Congresses and Committees, and say they had taken the 
head out of his mouth; that his business was inoculation. 
That qhesaid Azor Bedts has taken great pains to prevent 
Joseph Hunt, an Ensign in Captain Tylce's Company, 
from taking his commission. 
goer Haws gives the like testimony as to zor 

ets, 4 

Lawrence Hartwick, brought before the Commitee. 
Captain John Buchanan says that he has heard that Law- 
rence Hartwick is very onltiendly to the liberties of Ame- 
rica, and that he frequently went on board of the man-of- 
war, and it is reported that he carried the names of persons 
in this city on board, who are active for, thejr country. 
Gaptain Buchanan says that he has heard Lawrence Hart- 
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wick declare that he had been on board of the man-of-war, 
would go on board again when he pleased, and would see 
who would hinder him. 

Mr. Scott departed with leave. 

Lawrence Hartwicle says he wanted » Musket, and went 
on board to buy a Musket, and bought one of the Armour- 
er and paid the money for it; that the gun was to be sent 
to him by the Pilot, but was not sent, and he went on board 
afterwards, at different times, for his money. That when 
he was on board the ship Asia, Mv. Tylee was there, who 
asked him if he knew Captain Zylee at the ship-yards, and 
answered yes, and told him that he wanted to speak to 
him; that he told him he was not yet going on shore, and 
he might have an opportunity to speak to him. That after 
he came on shore he found a letter in his pocket, directed 
Captain Zylee, which he delivered two days afterwards, 
but does not know how he received eit, That he never 
showed the letter to Captain Vandeput or an of his Offi- 
cers, 

Captain Nathaniel Tylee says he receiveda letter from 
the prisoner on a Suxday morning, in November last; that 
Hartwick told him Lieutenant Tylee had put it in bis 
pocket in the gun-room; that the letter had been sealed 
with a wafer and broken open, and re-sealed with a very 
large seal of wax. That on that evening the ship’s decks 
were cleared, and some person informed him they expect. 
eda party and were in readiness. The letter was read; it 
has evident maiks of being opened and re-sealed. ‘That 
he charged Hartwick with breaking open the letter, and 
Hartwick denied it. 

Captain Tylee gave the same information which was 
given to the Committee a few days ago, to wit: that Cap- 
tain Vandeput told ‘T'ylee, the prisoner, in the ship Asia, 
that he had seen his letter, and his friend had betrayed him, 
That he would not use him ill, but that be set another 
Sentry over him. 

John Rutter says that about the same time, McDonald 
and Hampion got on board the man-of-war, Llartwick 
came seveial times from on board the man-of-war, That 
one evening when Hartwick and Leonard came from on 
board, they were told it was very wrong, and they said 
they would go on board when they pleased, and they would 
see who would hinder them ; that Lfartwiek, in particular, 
said so}; that Ife has understood, in general, that Llarttwick 
is very much opposed to the measures of the Congress, 
Hartwick denies that he told THlee that the letter was put 
in his pocket in the gun-room. 

John Hunter says, that Hartwick's wife declared that 
when he found the letter in his coat-pocket, he said he 
would send it back on board of the man-of-war, 

John Kell snys that, one day last fall, Lawrence Hart- 
awick told him thero was a fine wind, and oops oxpected ; 
that they would give the Whigs a drubbing presently ; that 
he had advised Bicusice not to go on board of the man- 
of-war, Lut he persisted thut he would go. 

The Committee then took into consideration the ease of 
Azor Betts, and, after some time spent in consideration 
thereof, the Committee conceive that he is a dangerous 
person; and to prevent the bad tendency of his wicked 
pce ought not to be permitted to go at large; and that, 

y the Resolutions of the Continental Congress, they are 
authorized, and that it is their duty to have him confined. 

Resolved, therefore, That tho said Azor Betis be gent 
to Ulster County Jail, to be there confined ‘in close juid 
until the further order of the Continental or Provincial Con- 
gress, or of this Committee. 


The Committee then took into consideration the case of 
Robert Simmons, and ore of opinion that his many mis- 
chievous machinations and'wicked practices are so dango- 
rous, that he ought to be kept in safe custody, and that, by 
the Resolutions of the Continental Congress of the 2d Jd+ 
nuary instant, they are authorized, and that it is theiv duty 
to have him confined in closed jail; and that as hoe has 
attempted to corrupt the Sentry at the Barrack, where he 
has been confined, that it will be unsafe to keep him asa 
prisoner without having bim fettered or manacled, 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Robert Sinimons ba 
conveyed to Ulster County Jnil, to be there confined im 
close jail until the further order of the Continental or Pro} 
vineial Congress, or of this Committeos and’ ordered that 
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Colonel McDougall cause the said Robert Simmons to be 
fettered or manacled, so as to prevent his escape until he 
can be sent to Ulster County. 


Die Solis, 9 ho. A, M., January 14, 1776, 


The Committee of Safety met at the City-Hall pursuant 
to adjournment, 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Chairman, and the 
other Members in the city, except Mr. Scott. 


As no business of so much importance appeared imme- 
diately necessary, as to require the Committee to continue 
their attendance this day, the Committee, therefore, ad- 
journed to meet at ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 


10 ho, A. M., Dio Lune, January 15, 1776. 
The Committee inet pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Eisq., Chairman, Col- 
onal McDougall, Mr. Scott, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Brews- 
ter, Mr. Sands, Mr. Clarke, Mr, Tredwell, 


The Committee of Safety are informed by a Member, 
that a fleet of eighteen sail of Transports, two Men-of-War, 
and two Bomb-ships, are sailed from Boston. That they 
sailed from Boston on last Saturday week, and that a Let- 
ter from General Washington advising this Committce 
thereof, is on the way, and may be houly expected. 

Thereupon, the Committee thought it necessary to have 
a proper person sent to the Nariows, with a glass, to look 
‘out for any fleet that may be approaching this port; and 
Captain Austin Lawrence being sont for, attended the Com- 
mitlce. Ife agreed to proceed to the Narrows immedi- 
ately for that purpose; and proper directions were given 
to him, and signals agreed on, which shall be made at the 
Furry, to give notice to the City. 

Captain William Dobbs was also sent for, and attended. 
Tle was directed to take the Whale-Boat lately purchased 
by this Committee, with a proper number of men to row 
her, and proceed to the Light-House, and there obseive 
carefully the approach of any Fleet, and to give immediate 
notice thereof to this Committee, Mr. Dodds was directed 
to tarry one week, if no flect appears sooner, and to bo 
very frugal in his disbursements, which were particularly 
enumerated. a 

Ordered, That none of the Pilots at this Port shall go 
to Sdndy- Hook, ov to arfy other place towards the Look, 
without the permission of this Committee, until the further 
order of this Committee. 

And Ordered, That no Pilot do presume to pilot into 
the £oole, or towards this port, any ‘Transport with troops 
on board, or any Ship-of-War, or Ministerial Armed Ves- 
sel whatever, 

And Ordered, That the Pilots be directed to attend this 
Cominittee to-morrow forenoon, in order that they may be 
charged with the matter of this Order, and to keep the same 
secret, , 

A Letter from James Duane, William Floyd, and Henry 
HWisner, Isqs,, of the 11th instant, was read and filed, and 
is In the words following, to wit: 

“ Philadelphia, January 11, 2776, 

“Gentiemen: We aro honoured with your favour of 
4th instant, requesting the permission of Congress to ex- 
port a quagtity of flaxseed to Ireland, for the purpose 
you mention. However important the object, we are per- 
fectly satisfied that it will be in vain to expect an indul- 
gence so repugnant to the nun-exportation system, and, 
particularly, to the motives of this article of our commer- 
clal restriction, which were thought to be very cogent. 
<Not relying entirely on our own judgment, we have con- 
sulted several of the Members, and find them so averse to 
the proposition, that we despair of its being sceonded by a 
single Colony. We think it bad policy, and an humilia- 
tion of our respectable constituents to ask, in their names, 
for what we foresee must be :ejected. Upon these con- 
siderations, we shall take the liberty to defer any appli- 
cation till, informed of our apprehensions, we shall be 

favoured with your further commands. If you should still 
incline to hazard the attempt, ®ve shall, most cheerfully, 
obey your directions. % 

We enclose you two resolutions of this Congress which 
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respect our Colony, and a third for the exchange of Lieu- 
tenant Tylee, of General Wooster’s Regiment, now a prit 
soner on board the Asia. 
“We are, with the highest regard, gentlemen, your most 

obedient, and very humble servants, 

“ Janns Duane, 

© Wittiam Frorn, 

“ Henry Wisnen.” 


“To the {onourable Committes of Safety, New-York. 


“P, S. We also enclose you several resolutions of Con- 
gress, which passed the Sth instant, which we aie directed 
to communicate, since we closed the preceding letter.” 


The Resolves of the Continental Congress of the Sth 
instant, relating to the construction of Batteaus at Ticon- 
deroga, and sending Salt thither, and relating to the prac- 
ticability of lessening the depth of water at the Narrows, 
was read and filed. 

The Resolve of the Continental Congress of the same 
date, on the subject of raising Troops for Canada, was read 
and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

“In Congress, January 8, 1776. 

“Resolved, That to make up the Battalions voted for the 
defence of Canada, one Battalion be immediately raised in 
New-Hampshire, ove in Connecticut, and one in New- 
York; that two Battalions be formed out of the Troops 
now in Canada, and that General Montgomery, be desired 
to recommend proper persons for Officers in snid Batta- 
lions, 

“The other three Battalions to be sont from Pennsyl- 
vania and New-Jersey. 

«That Colonel Van Schaick, Lieutonant-Colonel Yates, 
and Major Gansevoort, be continued in the servico of the 
United Colonies, and that they take the command of the 
above Battalion to be levied in the Colony of New-York. 

« Extract from the Minutes: ¥ 

“Cantus Tomson, Secretary.” 

The Resolve of Congress of the 9th January, relating 
to the Militia of Orange and Ulster Counties at the New 
Garrison, was read and filed, 


A Resolve of Congress of the 11th instant, recommend- 
ing to procure the exchange of Lieutenant T'ylec, was read 
and filed. 

A Resolve of Congress directing General Schuyler to 
be furnished with an account of Money's ndvanced to the 
Troops of his Department, was read and filed, =’ 

Philip Livingston, Esq., one of the Delegates of this 
Colony, came into the Committee and conferred with*them 
on sundry matters, and delivered to them certified copies 
of sundry Resolutions of the Continental Congress, on dif- 
ferent days, from 25th November to the 2d instant, which 
were read and filed, and are in the words following, to wit s 

“Jn Congress, Noyomber 25, 1775, 

“Tho Congress resumed the Report of the Committee 
on General Washington's Letter ; and the same being de» 
bated by paragraphs, was agreed to as follows : 

“Tha Committee to whom so much of the Letter from 
General Washington to the President, dated the 8th in- 
stant, as relates to the disposal of the Vessels and Cargoes 
belonging to the enemy, which shall fall into the hands of, 
or be taken by the inhabitants of the United Colonies, and 
so much of the Report of the Committee of Congress, 
which Jately went to the Camp at Cambridge, a5 related 
to that subject, were referred, have examined the matter 
thereof, and direoted the same, as it appears to them, to~ 
gether with the Resolutions of the Committee thereupon, 
to bo reported as followeth: 

“Tt appears to your Committee, from undoubted infor- 
mation, that many Vessels which had cleared at the res- 
pective Custom-Flouses in these Colonics, agreeable to tlie 
regulations established by acts of the British Paliament, 
have, in a lawless manner, without even the semblance‘of 
jushauthority, heen seized by ILis Majesty’s ships-ofiwar, 
and carried into the Harbour of Boston, and soins 
where they have been rifled of their cargoes tbyorder: of 
His Majesty’s Naval and Military Officers there command. 
ing, without the said Vessels having. been«proceeded against 
by any form of trial, and without the.chnige of having of- 
fended against any Jaw. : 

* 


Pe es 


1047 


“ Tt further appears to your Commiltee that orders have 
been issued in His Majesty’s name to tho commanders of 
ships-of-war, “to proceed as in the case of actual rebel- 
lion against such of the seu-port towns, and places being 
accessible to the King’s ships, in which any troops shall be 
raised, or military works eiected,” under colour of which 
said orders, the commanders of Eis Majesty’s said ships- 
of-war have already burned and destroyed the flourishing 
and populous town of Falmouth, and have fired upon, and 
much injured several other towns within the United Colo- 
nies, and dispersed at a late season of the year, hundreds 
of helpless women and children, with a savage hope, that 
those may perish under the approaching rigours of the sea- 
son, who may chance to escape destruction fiom fire and 
sword, a mode of warfue long exploded amongst civilized 
nations. 

“Yt, also, appears to your Committee, that the good peo- 
ple of these Colonies, sensibly affected by the destruction 
of their property, and other unprovoked injuries, have at 
last determined to prevent, as much as possible, a repetition 
thereof, and to procure some reparation for the same, by 
fitting out armed vessels and ships of force. In the exe- 
cuilon of which commendable designs, it is possible that 
those who haye not been instrumental in the unwarrantable 
violences above-mentioned may suffer, unless some laws be 
made to regulate, and tribunnls erected competent to de- 
termine the propriety of captures, whereupon, your Com~ 
mittee came to the following Resolutions: 

“eYst, That all such ships-of-war, frigates, sloops, cut- 
ters,‘and armed vessels, as aro, or shall be employed in the 
present crucl and unjust war against the United Colonies, 
and shall fall into the hands of, or be taken by the inhabi- 
tants thereof, be seized and forfeited to, and for the purpo- 
ses hereinafter mentioned. 

€2d, On motion made, and the question put, 

“s Resolved, That the second article or 1esolution be re- 
committed, The same (as brought in and agieed to the 
19th December,) is as follows: 

“Resolved, That all transport vessels in the same ser- 
vice, having on board any troops, arms, ammunition, cloth- 
ing, provisions, or military or naval stores of what kind 
soavor, and all vessels to whomsoover belonging that shall 
be employed in cairying provisions, or other necessaries to 
the Britisharmy, or armies, or navy, that now ato, or here- 
after shall be within any of the United Colonies, or any 
goods, wares, or merchandise, for the use of such fleet or 
armies, shall be liable to seizure, and with their cargoes 
shall be confiscated. 

“+ 3d, That no master, or commander of any vossel shall 
be entitled to cruise for, or make prize of any vessel or 
carga before he shalt have obtained a commission from the 
Congress, or {vom such person or persons as shall bo for 
that purpose appointed in some one of the United Colonies. 

Cath, That it be, and it is heraby recommended to the 
soveral Legislatures in the United Colonies, as soon as pos- 
sible to orect Courts of Justice, or give jurisdiction to tho 
Courts now in being, for the purpose of determining con- 
cerning the captures to be made ns aforesaid, and to pro» 
vide that ail trials in such case be had by a jury under such 
qualifications as to the respective Legislatures shall seem 
expedient, 

*Bth, That all proseentions shall be commenced in the 
Court of that Colony in which the captuie shall be made; but 
if no such Court bo at that time erected in the said Colony, 
or if the capture be made on open sea, then the prosecu- 
tion shall he in the Court of such Colony as the captor may 
find most convenient, provided that nothing contained in 
this resolution shall be construed so as to enable the captor 
to romove his prize from any Colony competent to deter- 
mine céncélning the seizure, after he shall have catvied the 
vessel so seized within any harbour of the same. 

6th, That in all eases an appeal shall be allowed to 
the Congress, or such person, or persons, na they shall ap- 
point for tho trial of appeals; provided tho appeal be de- 
nianded within five days after definitive sontence, and sach 
appoal be lodged with tha Secretary of Congress within 
forty days afterwards; and provided’ the party appealing 
shiall.give security to prosecute the said appeal to effects 
and in-ense of the death of the Seoretary during the recoss 
ofr griress then the said appeal to bo lodged in Congress 
a Ia, turenty days after the meeting thereof, ros 
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“¢7h, That when any vessel or vessels shall be fitted 
out at the expense of any person, or petsons, then the cap- 
tures made shall be to the use of the owner or owners of 
the said vessel or vessels ; that where the vessels employed 
in the capture shall be fitted out at the oxpense of any of 
the United Colonies, then one-thiid of the prize taken 
shall be to the use of the captors, the remaining two-thirds 
to the use of the said Colony; and where the vessels so 
employed shall be fitted out at the Continental charge, then 
one-third shall go to the captors, and the remaining two- 
thirds to the use of the United Colonics; provided, novei- 
theless, That if the capture be a vessel of war, then the 
captors shall be entitled to one-half of the value, and the 
remainder shall go to the Colonies, or Continent, as the 
case may be; the necessary charges of condemnation of all 
prizes being deducted before any distribution is made. 

“8th, That the captuies heretofare made by vessels 
fitted out at the Continental charge were justifiable, and 
that the distribution of the captors’ share of the prizes by 
General AVeshington be confirmed. Pa 

“Resolved, That in case of recuptures, the recaptors 
ought to have and retuin, in lieu of salvage, one-eighth 
pait of the trae value of the vessel and cargo, or either of 
them, if the same hath or have heen in the possession of the 
enemy twenty-four hours; one-filth part if more than twenty 
four and less than forty-eight hours; one-third part if more 
than forty-eight, and Jess than ninety-six hours, and one- 
half if more than ninety-six hours, unless the vessel shall, 
afier the capture, have been legally condemned as a prize 
by some Court of Admiralty, in which case the 1ecaptor 
ought to have the whole; in all which cases the share re~ 
tained, or prizes to be divided between the owners of the 
vessel making the recapture, the Colony, or the Continent, 
as the case may be, and the captors, agreeable to 4 former 
resolution. 

“tResolved, That in the present situation of affairs it 
will be very dangerous to the libeities and welfare of lme- 
rica, if any Colony should, separately, petition the King or 
either House of Parliament.’ ” 


In Congross, Docembor 11, 1775, 


“Resolved, That tho Selectmen of the town of Sher- 
bown, in Nantucket, prepare an estimate of the quantit 
of Fuel and Pyovisions necessary for the use of the inhabi- 
tants of said Island, and lay it before three or more Jus- 
tices of the Peace for the Couyty of Barnstable, in the 
Colony of AMassachusctts-Bay, attested by the oath or 
affirmation of the said Selectmen, and that the said Justi- 
ces be empowered to grant licenses under their hands to 
any mastor or owner of vessels in the said Island to import 
Fuel and Provisions from tho Colonies of Massachusetts- 
Bay, Rhode-Island, Connecticut, News York, New-Jersey, 
Penasylvania, Lower Counties on Delaware, or Maryland, 
not excecding the quantities specified in said estimate.” 

“ December 26, 1775.—W horeas, an ostimate hath lately 
been formed of the publick expense already arisen, and 
which may accrue in defence of America, to the 10th day 
of June next, in pursuance whereof, this Congress on the 
Qdth day of November, resolved, that a further sum of 
thiee millions of Dollars be emitted in Bills of Credit: 

“Resolved, therefore, That the Thirteen United Colo- 
nies be pledged for the Bills of Credit so directed to be 
emitted ; that each Colony provide ways and means to sink 
its proportion of the said bills in such manner as may be 
most effectual and best adapted to the condition, cireum- 
stances, and equal mode of levying taxes in each Colony. 
Phat the proportion or quota of each respective Colony be 
determined according to the number of inhabitants of all 
ages, including negroes and amulattoes in ouch Colony. 

“That it be recommended to tho several Assemblics, 
Conventions, or Councils, or Committees of Safety of the 
respective Colonies to ascertain by the most impartial and 
effectual means in their power, the numbor of inhabitants 
in ench respective Colony, taking care that the lists be au- 
thenticated by the oaths of the sevoral persons who shall 
be intrnsted with this service; and that the said Assem- 
blies, Conventions, Councils, or Committees of Safety do 
respectively lay before thig Congress a return of the num-, 
ber of inhabitants of their respective Colonies as‘soon as 
the same shall be procared. “ 

‘That ench Colony pay its respective quota in four équal 
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payments, the first to be made on or before the last day of 
November, 1783; the second on or before the last day of 
November, 1784 ; the third on or before the last day of No- 
vember, 1785; and the fourth, or last, on or before the last 
day of November, 1786. And that for this the several As- 
semblies or Conventions provide for laying and levying taxes 
in their respective Colonies towards sinking the Continen- 
tol bills; that the said bills be received by the collectors in 
payment of such taxes, and be by the collectors, paid into 
the hands of the Provincial Treasurets, with all such other 
moneys as they may receive in liew of Continental bills; 
which other moneys the Provincial Treasurers shall endea- 
vour to get exchanged for Continental bills, and where 
that cannot be done, shall send to the Continental Trea- 
surets the deficiency in silver and gold, with the bills making 
up the quota to be sunk that year, taking care to cut by a 


cireular punch of an inch diameter a hole in such bills, and ° 


to cross theasame, thereby to vender them impassable, 
though the sum, or value, is to remain fairly legible; and 
the Continental Treasurers, as fast as they ieceive the said 
quotas, shall, with the assistance of a Committee of five 
persons to he appointed by the Congress if sitting, or b 
the Assembly, or Convention of the Province of Pennsyl- 
vania, examine and count the Continental bills, and in the 
presence of the said Committee burn and destroy them; 
and the silver and gold sent them to make up the deficien- 
cies of quotas they shall retain in their hands until de- 
manded in redemption of Continental bills that may be 
brought to them for that purpose, which bills so redeemed 
they shall also burn and destroy in the presence of the said 
Committee; and the Treasurers whenever they have silver 
and gold in their hands for (he redemption of Continental 
bills shall advertise the same, signifying that they are ready 
to give gold or silver for such bills to all persons requiring 
it in exchange. 

“Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Le- 
gislatures in these Colonies, whether Assemblies or Con- 
ventions, to pass acts or ordinances prohibiting the arrest of 
Continental soldiers for small debts; and in order that the 
same rule may pervade all (ie Colonics, that no such soldier 
be arrested at the suit of any of his creditors unless the said 
creditor make oath that the said soldier is justly indebted 
to him in the sum of thirty-five dollars, over and above all 
discounts; and that the estate of no such scfdiey be liable 
to attachment at tle suit, or for the benefit, of all bis credi- 
tors, unless their debts in the whole on being ascertained 
by their oaths shall amount (o more than one bundred and 
fifty’ dollars. 

“ Whereas, this Congress by a resolution passed the 15th 
day of July last, did direct that every vessel impoiting into 
those Colonies, Gunpowder, Saltpetre, Sulphur, and other 
Military Stores therein specified, within nino months fiom 
the date thereof, should be permitted to load and export 
the produce of these Colonies to the value of such Powder 
and Stores aforesaid, the Non-Exportation Agreement not- 
withstanding, by permits from the Committees of the several 
Colonies; to the end, therefore, that this Congress may 
be the better informed of the quantity of military stores, 
which are or shall be so imported, and of the produce ex- 
ported’in consequence of the resolution aforesaid : 

“Resolved, That it be recommended to all Committees 
by whom any permits under the said resolution have been 
or may be granted, to transmit to this Congress from time 
to time, a trud account of the Military Stores, &c., import- 
ed, and of the produce exported, with the price and value 
of potli,” ; 7 

{December 29, 1775.— Resolved, That as the importa- 
tion of any universally necessary commodity, and the ex~ 
portation of our produce to purchaso the sume, must give 
a proportionably greater opportunity to our enemies of 
making depredations on the property of the inhabitants of 
those Colonies, avd of occasionally distressing them by in- 
tercepting such commodities, it is earnestly recommended 
tothe several Assemblies or Conventions, immediately to 
promote by sufficient publick encouragements the making 
of Salt in their respective Colonies,” 
~ “January 2, 1776.—Resolved, That the Assemblies, 
Conventions, or Committees or Councils of Safety, be re- 
quested forthwith to transmit to this Congress, copies of all 
the Petitions, Memorials, and Remonstrances, which have 
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been, by the respective Colonies, presented to the Throne 
or either House of Parliament, since the year 1762, and 
that they, also, inform the Congress whether any, and what 
answers were given to them. 
“ Extracts fiom the Minutes: 
“Cuantes Tromso, Seeretary.” 


The Committee then spent a considerable time in ex~ 
amining a draft of the soundings of the most likely place 
to obstruct the navigation to this City, which had, on thejr 
fist meeting, this morning, been produced to them by Colo- 
nel Me Dougall, and considering of means to carry that 
matter into execution. 


Dio Lune, 4 ho, P, M., January 5, 1776, 

The Committee met pursuant to adjouramont. 

Present: P, Van Cortlandt, Esquire, Chairman, Colo~ 
nel McDougall, Mr. Scott, Colonel Brasher, Mr, Sands, 
Mr. Brewster, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Clarke. 

It being represented hy Colonel Mc Dougall to this Com- 
mittee, that he has information fram undoubted authority, 
which be also named, that Afewander Lesslie, of this city, 
peruke-maker, has been carrying on a correspondence, dan- 
gerous to the liberties of America, with some person, ov 
persons, in Philadelphia, 

It is Ordered, That Colonel McDougall do, without 
delay, cause the said Alexander Leslie, and all other per- 
sons to be found in his house, to be apprehended and kept 
in safe custody till further order of this Committeo; and, 
also, at the same time to cause diligent search for and to 
be secured, all papers that may be found in the said house, 
in any wise relating to such correspondence, and that Col- 
onol ieDowgelt make sepoit in the premises with all con- 
venient speed. 

‘This Cammittee being informed that 1 number of the 
late Continental Soldiers, who were inlisted in Captain 
Denton’s Company, are returned to Orange County with 
their muskets, bayonets, and caitouch-boxes, and accous 
trements, which belong to the Colony, : 

Resolved and Ordered, That each Committee’ in: the 
County of Orange be requested immediately to secure the 
Arms and Accoutrements of each of tho said Soldiers, and 
from time to time, sceure the publick Arms and Accoutre- 
nents of every discharged Soldier who shall come within 
their respective Districts, and place the same in the hands 
of the respective Chairmen of the said Committees, or sucla 
other prudent and trusty persons as by tho said Commit- 
tees, respectively, shall be appointed. ' 

The Committee then heard the Letter flom the Dele- 
gutes of this Colony, now at Continental Congiess, and thd 
several Resolves of Congress lately received, read, and , 
spent some time in consideration thereof, 


Dio Mattis, 10 ho, A, M., January 16, 1776, 


The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Picrre Van Cortlandt, Esquire, Chairman, 
Mr. Scott, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Sands, Colonel 
Brasher, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Tredwell, Mv. Clarice. 

The Petition of Captain Jacob Modt, Jackson Mott, and 
Jacob Weeks, of Queen's County, acknowledging the im-+ 
prudence of their past conduct, engaging their future at- 
tachment to their country, and giving a certilicate of their 
having signed the Association, thereupon the Commitice 
gave them a certificate in the words following, to wit: > 

The Petition of Captain Jacob Mott, Jackson Mott, and 
Seaman Weeks, of Queen’s‘County, was rend, setting fortly - 
that they, by the persuasion of persons conceived by them 
to be their fiends, voted against the election of Provincial 
Delegates, in the late election in that County, for which 
they declare their extreme sorrow and sincere repentance 5 
that they, without reflecting on the ill-consequences of 
opposing such election, (which they now are convineed 
was highly necessary to the preservation of American ‘Ile 
berty,) were led to such opposition by the artful indljibar 
tions of designing men. ‘They, therefore, pray thigrOome 
mittee to consider their case, and restore themto therZootl. 
ah of the friends to liberty on this Ca! tinenteb¥ de- 
cling to the world that the Potitionersdtd“extreiuel 
contrite for their late conduct in My pd aforesaid 
election, and to do such other thinys-for restoring them to 
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the favour of their countrymen as to this Committee shall 
seem nieet, 

y Which Petition was attonded with a certificate of Ben- 
jamin Sands, Chairman of the Committee of Cow-Neck 
and Great-Neck, purporting that the Petitioners, since they 
were advertised by the Provincial Congress, had expressed 
their sorrow for their past conduct, and that they were led 
on by wicked and designing men, and that they have sign- 
ed the General Association and promised obedience to all 
orders of Congress. 

Upon due consideration of the premises, and well know- 
ing that the late Resolves of the Congress against the de- 
linquents of Quecn’s County, were intended to convince 
them of their demerits, and bring them to a just sense of 
their duty to the publick, it is 

Ordered, That the said Petitioners be restored to the 
state and condition in which they were before the passing 
of these Resolves, during their respective future good be- 
haviour, 

The Committee then resumed the consideration of the 
Resolves of Congress relating to the Fortifications at the 
Highlands, and thereupon agreed upon Instructions to the 
Commissioners in the words following, to wit: 


Instructions to the Commissioners for the Fortifications on 
Hunson’s River. 


‘ Jn consequence of a Resolve of the Continental Con- 
gress, of the 5th instant, that no further fortifications ought 
to be erected at Martelacr’s Rock, on Ludson’s River, and 
that a point of land at Pooplopen’s Kill, on the said ri- 
ver, ought without delay to be effectually fortified, it is 

Ordered, 1st. That the timber designed for the addi- 
tional Barracks at Martelaer’s Rock, and not yet erected, 
he removed by the first opportunity to Pooplopen’s Kill, 
there 10 be applied to use pursuant to somo future 
order. 

Qd, That the timber now lying at Martelacr’s Rock, 
destined for the line now under construction, be not re~ 
moved or applied to any use till further order, and for that 
ptrrpose. : 

8d, As this Committee is informed that the line for the 
intended Battery on Martelaer’s Rock, is very near being 
finished, and as, perhaps, it may be completed with a base 
of Gfteen feet thick, without much additional expense, that 
the Commissioners do immediately retura a very particular 
and minute state and'condition of the said Jine, dasoribiig 
its length and its thickness at the base, whether it be filled 
up to the height to which it is now raised, and all the ma- 
terials of which it consists, with @ computation of the ex- 
traordinary expense that may atlend (he extension of its 
base to the thickness of fificen feet, and all other cireum- 
stances relating to the same that may tend to enable this 
Committee to judge whether it would be best to recom- 
mnond to the Continental Congress the completing of the 
‘Waid line. 

9 4th, That Colonel Jsade Nicoll, of the Minute-Men in 
Orange County, who is nominated to the command of the 
Fortification on Hudson's River, be received and obeyed 
in that command till the arrival of a proper Continental 
officer, or till further order, pursuant to a commission given 
tp him by this Committee for that purpose. 

+ th, As this Committee is informed that the Powder 
lately sentto Martelaer’s Rock cannot be, as yet, placed 
in the Magazine, on account of its dampness, that the 
Commissioners, in conjunction with Colonel Nicoll, take 
effectual means, by tightening the roof and keeping con- 
stant fires, and otherwise, as in their discretion shall seem 
fit, to fit it, without delay, for the reception of the Paw- 
q ie and, in the mean time, that the Powder be kept with 
WY due.eare fiom waste and damage, 
at 


M6 ha tare ‘ lay i 

| a ‘ -_ Dio Morewrii, January 17, 1776, 
* The Cominiti¢e mot pursuant to ad crane 

Present! Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Mr, 
Scott, Colonel. McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Me. Wrude 
duel, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Glavke, Mr. Sands a very short 
tine, : 

Mr. Curtenius delivered in a state of his Accounts, and 
also, a separate memorandum of moneys dye, from him on 
the publick accounts, whereby it appears that a bulance of 
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three thousand six hundred and fifty-eight Pounds three 
Shillings and nine Ponce is due to him. 

Ordered, That Peter I’. Curtenius, as Commissary of 
this Congress, purchase, on Continental account, three 
thousand bushels of Salt, and forward the same to Walter 
Livingston, lsq., or his order, at Albany, with all conve- 
nient speed. 

Ordered, That the said Commissary examine the Arms 
now at the gunsmiths, preparing for Lord Stirling's 
troops, and take care that they ara good and properly 
finished, and that he direct the gunsmiths in this city not 
to sell any Arms to any person who resides out of this Co- 
lony, until the further order of the Provincial Congress or 
of this Committee. 

Ordered, further, That the said Commissary purchase 
seventy Blankets for Soldiers, on the best terms which he 
can procure them, ‘ 

Mr. Curtenius requested, by marks in Day-Book, and 
by every other proper method, to distinguish,between Con- 
tinental and Provincial charges, so as to keep them in 
separate accounts. 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., 28 
Treasurer of the Congress of this Colony, adyance to Pe- 
ter T. Curtenius, as Commissary of the Congress of this 
Colony, the sum of six thousand Pounds, to enable him to 
comply with the orders given to bim by the Provincial 
Congress and this Committee ; that the said Treasurer pay 
this Order out of the Provincial Money of this Colony, and 
take Mr. Curtenius’s receipt for the same. 

Ordered, That Peler Van Brugh Livingston, Esq,, 08 
Treasurer of the Congress of this Colony, advance to 
Colonel Alecander MeDougall tha sum of five hundred 
Pounds, on account, for the subsistence of his Regiment; 
that the said Treasurer pay this Order out of the Provin- 
cial Money of this Colony, and take Colonel McDougall’s 
receipt for the same, 

This Committee being fully convinced that it is their 
indispensable a to endenvour to encourage and procure 
the making of Saltpotre in this Colony, in order to supply 
the means of its defence, and that the manufacture of that 
article will ultimately tend to the great advantage of the 
Colony, conceive they cannot better discharge their duty 
on that matter, at present, than by having a small collec- 
tion of the most plain and easy, experiments for the manu- 
facture of Saltpetre published; and Mr. Zvedwell, one of 
the mombers, having collected copies of the said experi- 
ments, a draft of an Introduction or Preface to the same 
was read and approved of, and is in the words following, to 
wit: 

In Committoo of Safety during tho recess of Congraas, 
January 27, 1776, 

The wicked practices of a corrupt Administration, and 
their hostile attempts to compel an obedience to severe! 
Acts of the British Parliament, evidently subversive of all 
the rights and privileges which as God’s rational orentures 
we ar entitled to, and have, as Englishmen, inherited by 
the Jaws of our country, haye constrained the inhabitants 
of those Colonies to take up arnis for the defence of their 
lives, liberties, and property. The Ministry, flattering 
themselves that so young a country, unused to manufac- 
tures of every kind, will not be able to procure the means 
of defence within itself, have made, and wil] undoubtedly 
continue to make it a principal object of their attention, to 
preclude us from foreign supplies of military stores, This 

eCommittee would, therefore, conceive themselves most 
culpably deficient in discharge of their important trust ag 
guardians of the publick sgcurity, should they not do all in 
their power to promote the manufacture of those articles, 
Without those, the greatest unanimity, virtue, and forti- 
tude, can aftord es little prospect af success in the prosont 
interesting struggle. To that end, this Committee have 
thought it necessary to publish the following Essays upon 
the Manufacture of Saltpetra and Gunpowder, not doubt- 
ing that a due consideration of tho danger of testing the 
liberties and future happiness of this large and growing 
country upon foreign supplies, which will be extremely 
precarious, and at all e¥ents very expensive, will’ induce 
the inhabitants of this Colony to do every ‘thing in their 
power to supply the Continent with those necéssary¥ar* - 
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ticles; and the more effectually to urge individuals to 
attempt those manufactures, this Committee have thought 
it proper to preface those Essays with the following Reso- 
lution of the Continental Congress, : 

By order of the Committee. 

Ordered, That Mr. Tredwell call on one of the Print- 
ers in this city, and engage him to print thee thousand 
copies thereof on the account of this Colony, and to send 
that number of copies to this Committee, 

The Committee then resumed the consideration of the 
ninny Resolves received fiom the Continental Congiess, 
and, thereupon, a draft of a Letter to General Schuyler, 
relating to Shipwiights, Carpenters, Scows, Batteaus, Salt, 
Provisions, reduction of old Troops and raising of new 
Levies, was read and approved of, and is in the words 
following, to wit: 

In Committdo of Safety, Now-York, January 17, 1776, 

Sin: Lest*copies of the enclosed have not been for- 
warded to you, our attention to the publick service points 
out the necessty of communicating them with such obser- 
vations as occur to us on their different subjects. 

In the resolves respecting the transportation of troops, 
provisions, and stores, several things aro left indetermi- 
nate, upon which, perhaps, it may be proper for us to have 
your particular sentiments, to enable us to execute such 
part of the business as may be within our department, 
The number of shipwrights for building batteaus ave not 
mentioned, and we subnsit it to your consideration whether 
all, or how many should be shipwiights or house-carpen- 
ters, The wages of the latter will be lowest, and, there- 
fore, ought to be preferred if they can sufiiciently perform 
the service, and perhaps many may probably bo engaged 
near you who are acquainted with that kind of work; yet, 
we would beg leave to mention it as necessary, to employ 
as many of the carpenters of this city as possible, to pre- 
vent them and their families from starving, by means of 
the stagnation of business, which is more severely felt in 
this ay than in any other part of the Province, 

With respect to batteau-men, many may probably be 
engaged in the upper part of the country. Such as may 
be necessary to be supplied by us we will endeavour to 
procure, @, also, beg leave to hint, that in the present 
declension of trade the seamen of this port ought to be 
employed upon this article of service, as Well as that of 
building batteaus. We beg you to inform us of the num- 
ber of hands you would desire us to procure, as, alsa, to 
know your sentiments about the pay we are to allow car- 
penters and batteau-men. 

The large quantity of provisions mentioned in one of 
the resolves is entirely indeterminate. We beg to know 
what you expect of us on that head. We have given or- 
ders Jor the immediate purchase of three thousand bushels 
of salt, which we shall send up the river as far as the sea- 
son will permit. 

We would only add, that we beg leave to trouble you 
with forwarding the resolves relating to the reduction of 
the old troops to two battalions, and the new levies to 
General Montgomery, and to assure you that we are, sir, 
With'great respect and asteem, your most obedient ser- 
vants, 

"By order of the Committee, 


To Major-General Schuyler, 


Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted by post, and that the 
Secretary enclose therein certified copics of the Resolves 
of the Continental Congress of the 8th instant, therein® 
réferred to. 

‘The Committee then took into consideration Lord Sttr- 
ling’s Letter of the 12th instant, and the same being again 
réad, a draft of an answer thereto was read and approved 
of, and is in the words following, to wit: 

In Committos of Safety, Now-York, i 
. January 17, 1776, 

Mx Lonn: We have to acknowledge your favour of the 
12th inst., which we should have answered sooner, had the 
order necessary for despatching our multiplicity of business 
permitted it, ay : 

We shall this day appoint a Barrackmaster, leaving the 
settlement of his pay to Continental Congress, and shall 
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give immediate orders, that the barracks be prepared for 
the reception of the troops under your command, and will 
inform you when they are ready ; but we beg leave to hint, 
that the toons must came provided with the articles of 
peda except straw, as we shall not be able to supply 

About seventy or eighty of the firelocks are ready, and we 
have given the necessary orders for their inspection. ‘The 
rest we will get finished as soon as possible, But your 
Lordship has forgot to inform us, whether we are to look (o 
the Continental Congress, or your Provincial Congress for 
their cost. We have already been at great charge in the 
purchase of arms for our own toops, and at whose expense 
it is still undetermined, It behooves us, therefore, to be 
cautious of extensive advances on that head, 

With respect to the people of Staten-Jsland, we have 
for certain reasons suspended the interdiction against them, 
till next Monday, the 22d inst, Their cases are now before 
the Continental Congress, and we beg you to desist from 
any measures against those people till the expiration of 
that term, uoless you shall have received orders concern- 
ing them from the Continental Congress. 

We are, my Lord, your Lordship’s most obedient, hum- 
ble servant, 

By order of the Committee. 


To the Right Honownble Earl of Stirling. 

Ordered, That a capy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted ; and that the Secretary 
enclose therein a copy of his Lordship’s Letter, agreeable 
to his request. 

A Letter from Peter R, Livingston, Esq,,* of the 2d 
instant, assigning tho ill state of hoalth of Mrs. Living- 
ston, and the particular circumstances of his family, as the 
reasons of his not attending this Committee. 


_ 


Dio Jovia 10 ho, A. M,, January 18, 1776, 

The Committee met pursuant to adjourament. ‘ 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, isq., Chairman, Col- 
onel McDougall, Mr. Scott, Colonel Brasher, Mr, Brew- 
ster, Mr. Dredwell, Mr. Clarke. Mr. Sands « very short 
time. 

Mr. Nicholas Low attending tha Committee, delivered 
in an Account, in the words and figures following, to wits 
The Honourable the Provincial Congress of New-York, 

Bought of Milliam Cannon, 
462 quarter casks of Powder (nine londs) twen- 

ty-five pounds each, is 1154 cwt., at £20, £2,310 0 

Paid cartage nine loads to the lower Magazine, 88 


£2,313 8 





Now-York, January 18, 1776. 


Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., Tyea- 
surer of the Congress of this Colony, pay to Mr. Nicholas 
Low two thousand three hundred and thirteen Pounds 
eight Shillings, for the above account, and that he take Mr, 
Low's receipt for the same. 


By advice received by Lord Stirling’s Letter, that patt 
of the Troops under his command are to be stationed in the 
City of New-Yord, as soon ag the Barracks can be ready 
to receive them, and fire-wood and other necessary mate- 
rials furnished for their lodgment; it is become necessary 
to appoint a Barrackmaster for the City and County of 
New- York, in the stead of Gerard Bancker, Esq., whose 
services to the publick ave necessary in other departments} 
and Mr. Garret Roorback of the said City being recoim~ 
mended as very active and careful, and a proper person for 
that purpose, 


+Manon Livinaston, January 2, 1776.—Sint J rocoived a lettor this 
day from throo of the gontlamen, deputies for this County, desiring my 
attondanco immediately at York, boing appointed ono of the mombers 
of the Comnniltoo of Safety for this County during tho recess of the Con. 
yontion, and am extremly sorry to inform you, that tho situation of Mrs, 
Livingston is such, that it is impossible for me to leave hor; am vory 
sorry it is a0, Sho is all alono hero, in x bad stato of henlth, with & 
largo family, and no assistance near hor; hor eituation is such, thal 
ean by no means leave her alono, and she has not strength sufiigidntste 
undorgo the futiguos of s journey with me, ‘Tharofore, must ont 
tho gentlomen to oxouse me, till such timo as Mis, Livingslon'é Hiéa 
will permit iny leaving her, or bringing her sain with hea ' sg 

Am, sir, with gront regpoct, your vary humbla ul 3 

ae # pach ¥ 7 Dera. TrviNastoN. 
ft Sis 
To Lt President of the Committeo of Satoty for tho Provinow of New. 
orks t nt . 
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Resolved, That the said Garret Roorback he, and he is 
hereby appointed, Barrackmaster for tho said City and 
County of New- York, and thathe apply to Gerard Banck- 
‘er, Esq., and request of him an account of the Stores belong- 
ing to tho said Barracks, and thata Letter be wrote to the 
Delegates of this Colony, or to the Continental Congress, 
requesting that the pay of a Burrackmaster may be fixed 
by that honourable body, 

William Allcn vequested permission to go on board one 
of His Majesty’s Ships, to take directions to make shoes 
‘for the crew on boaid. ‘Thereupon an order was given to 
‘him in the words following, to wit: 

Liberty is hereby given to William Allen, to go on board 
the man-of-war on business. 

Francis Lewis, Esq., came into the Committee, and in- 
formed them, that the shipwrights who were to be applied 
on the Continental account, had fixed on a place, on the 
shore, a part of, or adjoining to the land of James Living- 
ston, Iisq., whereon to go to work; and that Mr. Living- 
ston said he had not any objection to their using that place, 
but requested an order of the Provincial Congress or Com- 
mittes of Safety for that purpose. + 

The Committee conceive they are not authorized for that 
purpose, but at Mr. Lezwis’s request, who urged it as neces 
sary, they conceived they might recommend, 

Thereupon a draft of a Letter to Mr. Livingston was 
‘read and approved of, and js in the words following, to wit; 

In Committeo of Safuty, Now-York, i 
Janunry 18,1776, 

Sin: We have been apptied to by proper authority, to 
obtain for gertain ship-builders, employed by order of the 
“Continental Congress, 9 convenient spot on your shore for 
publick service, 

We aro also informed, that you make some diflicnities 
about complying with the request made to you by the ship- 
builders, ‘Though neither tho Continental nor Provincial 
Congress would chose to possess themselves of any man’s 
property against his will, yet you will readily see, that your 
refusal to comply with the request above-mentioned will 
render you obnoxious to all the friends of liberty, 

It is, therefore, recommended to you by this Committee, 
to permit the ship-builders to occupy the spot they have 
applied for, and we engage to make you a proper compen- 
sation for the same, 

We are, si, your humble servants, 

By order of the Committee. 


To James Livingston, Esq. 
Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted, 


Dio Jovis, 3 ho. P. M., January 18, 1776, 
& ‘Tho Committes met pursuant to adjournment. 
4 Present: Plopre Van Corllandt, Est.,’Chairman, Mr. 
“Stott, Mr. McDougall, Mr. Brasher, Mr, Tredwell, Mv. 
Brewster, Mr. Clarke, My. Sands. 


A Letter from Thomas Wickes, Esq., Chairman of the 
Committee of Aunting(on, of the 12th instant, to the Chair- 
‘nan of this Committee, and which was received on the 
‘16th instant, requesting Commissions for two Companies 
fof the Militia there, was taken into consideration. 

_ The Corimittee is,of opinion that the return is not made 
agredable to the directions of the Militia Law ; that, there- 
fore, the Commissions be delayed, and that Mr, Tredwell 
‘write a letter to Mr. Wickes, informing him of the irregular- 
‘iy of tlie return; that the same may be regularly returned, 
: Mr Brewster produced a Letter from John Young, 
4@haittian of the Committes of Mamacoting Precinct, re- 
Huesting Commissions for two Companies of Militia ia 
-Ulster’Gounty, one of which Companies is the Mamacoting 
Milita Coin pany of Foot, und alleging that the former Re- 
turn sent to Congrats af the election of Officers of that 
Company, was a counterfeit, 

» Ordered, Thats Letter te wrote to My. Young, in- 
forming him of alf the Returns on Ale signed with his namo 

and that the’ Commissions applied for by Mr. Young be 
delayed until Mr. Young’s ansiver i8 received, - 

The Committee then ordered Alerdndey Lesslie to b 
brought before them, and Colonel Pan Cortandé atid 
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Colonel Brasher, by order, haying examined James Lessiic, 
and made report that they had not thereby obtained any 
information, and the said Alerander Leslie, in the strongest 
manner, averving his innocence, in the presence of Philip 
Livingston, Esq., one of the Continental Delegates, who, 
on request of the Committee, was attending to hear his 
examination, the Committee permitted the said Alexander 
Lesslie to go at liberty, on his parole, to return and appear 
before thig Committee to-morrow, at noon, and prepared 
to give security for his future appearance, if such security 
should be required. ‘ 
Dio Vonoris, 10 ho, A. M,, January 19, 1776, 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Mr. 
Scott, Mr. Tredwell, Mv. Brewster, Mr. Clarke, Colonél 
Brasher, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Sands, 

A Return of Officers of a Company ofMilitia at the 
White-Plains and the Manor of Scarsdale, in Westchester 
County, was read and filed. Anthony Miter, Esq,, is re- 
turned for Captain, Nicholas Fisher, First Lieutenant, and 
John Crumpton, Second Lieutenant, 


A Retum of Officers of a Company of Militia for the 
North end of Salem, in Westchester County, was also read 
and filed. The gentlemen returned are, Jesse Trusdell, 
for Captain, Ezekiel Lawley, First Lieutenant, Solomon 
Close, Second Lieutenant, and Elijah Deane, Ensign. 

Ordered, That Commissions issue for those gentlemen 
immediately. 

Lieutenant David Reynolds, from the Fortifications in 
the ITighlands, brouglit Returns of Captain Samuel Ray- 
mond’s and Captain Burns’s Companics of Minute-Men, 
now on duty at the Fortifications in the Highlands, 

Lieutenant Reynolds was also charged with mentioning 
to the Committee the want of bowls and plates, and some 
other necessnijes, for the Troops at the Fortifications ; and 
Letters fiom the Captains of the Minute-Companies to 
Colonel MeDougall were read. 

Thoreypon, a draft of a Letter to Captain Samuel 
Raymond was sead, and approved, and is in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit: 

In Committoo of Safoty, Now-York, January 19, 1776, 

Sin: Yout several favours to Colonel McDougall have 
been communicated tw the Committee of Safety, as well as 
the matters with which Lieutefiant Feynolds was charged. 
The Continental and Provincial Congress having direct- 
ed, by au resolutions, what shall be done with such 
persons as discover a temper unitiendly to the Colonies, 
you are to secure the violators of those resolutions, and 
send them, with tha evidences, by a suflicient guard, to the 
Committee of the County where tho delinquent shall ve 
side, 

It is the opinion of this Committee that the Minate- 
Companies now in the Fort do reniain there, until they are 
selieved by (hoe Continental troops, and that no change of 
Minute-Companies be made, unless any of the Companies 
now there should declino the service, 

As Licutonant Reynolds informa us you want some 
woolen plaiters and bowls for the troops, you are hereby 
requested to purchase a sufficient number in tho neighhour- 
hood, and draw an order on Mr, Peter Z\ Curtentus, our 
Commissary, and transmit the account for them, which he 
will be divected to pay. You may provide cider in. the 
neighbourhood for the troops, and you are to be particu 
larly careful to purchase those articles on reasonable terms, 


“Shoes may be purchased cheaper in the country than in 


the city, and if the men provide them and their clothes, 
no stoppages will be made for them, 
You haye, herewith, copies of the resolutions of Cone 
ress above-mentioned, Colonel Nicoll, of the Orange 
Jounty Minute-Regiment, is appointed by the Committee 
of Safety to command at tho Fort, till a commandant shall’ 
be appointed by the Continental Congress, ortill he shall 
be relieved by a Continental officer, . 
We are, sir, your very humble servants, ; 
Signed by order and in behalf of the Committee of Safety, 
Captain Samuel Raymottd. ec 


Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, gnd signed 
by the Ghaitman, and transmittell by Ligutehane Regma 
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The Committee, taking into consideration the distress 
this Colony may soon be reduced to for want of Canvass, 
or some other proper materials to make Tents of, and also 
the high probability of obtaining Gunpowder at Curacoa, 

Ordered, That Mr, Sands, with all possible despatch, 
on behalf of the Congress of this Colony, and by order of 
this Committee, do employ a proper Vessel, and load her 
with Flour for Curacoa, with proper letters and orders to 
procure Gunpowder and Raven’s Duck. 

Alexander Lesslia attended, according to the order of 
yesterday. Mr, Tobias Stonenburgh attended with the 
snid Alewander Lesslie, and the said Alewander Lesslie 
engaged to attend on this Committee at any time when 
called on; and Mr. Tobias Stoutenburgh, here present 
in the Committee, engaged that the said Alexander Lesslic 
will attend this Committee when called on for that purpose, 
and that he, (the said Tobias Stoutenburgh,) on notice for 
that purpose,ewill bring the said Alexander Lesslie before 
the said Committee. . 


Bho, P, M., Dio Vonoris, January 19, 1776. 
The Committce met pursuant to adjournment, 
Present, Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Mr. 
Scott, Mr, McDougall, Mr. Brasher, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. 
Sands, Mv. Brewster, Mr. Clarke. 


This Committee being informed by Lieut. TéZghman, of 
the Light-Infantry in the Third Battalion of the Militia 
of Philadelphia, of the vopulse of the Continental Troops 
at Quebeck, and of certain disorders in the County of 
Tryon, in this Colony, which he received from General 
Schuyler, the Commitice thought it necessary to order an 
half-ton of Gunpowder from the Fortifications at the High- 
lands to General Schuyler. 

General Sehtyler informed Colonel McDougall, by let- 
ter, that he had sent this Powder into Canada. 

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to the Commissioners 
and to the commanding officer at the said Fortifications, 
was read and approved of, and is in the words following, 


to wit: 
Now-York, January 19, 1776, 


Sins: You are, on sight of this, to procure as many 
sleighs as will carry an half-ton of powder to General Schuy- 
ler, at Albany, and despatch it with the utmost expedition, 
and with a guard; and the officer of the g@ard is to call 
on the Committees on the rond for assistance of fresh 
horses and a guard, Greift care should be taken to cover 
the powder, and no five or other materials should be suf- 
fered to come near jt, and the guard should be careful of 
their arms when they approach it. 

We are, sirs, your humble servants, 

Signed by order and in behalf of the Committee of 
Safety. 

To Mr. Thomas Grenell, and to Colonel James Nicoll, 
and, in his absence, to the Commanding Officer at the 

Fortifications in the Idighlands. 


Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted by Sampson Dyckman, 
an Express, 

A. draft of a Letter to the Committee of Albany, to 
accompany the said half-ton of Gunpowder, was read and 
approved of, and is in the words following, to wit: 

In Committea of Snfoty, Now-York,January 19, 1776, 

GentLenen: The account of the unhappy disaster of 
our Army at Quebeck we fear will give heart to the ene- 
mies of America in Tryon County, against whom we une 
derstand General Schuyler has marched. Lest there should 

‘be a deficiency of ammunition in your quarter to supply 
his wants, we'send you, by express, for his use, halfa ton 
of powder, He may not be on tho spot; therefore, either 
convey it to him, or send him intelligenco of its arrival, 
according to your discretion. We need not recommend 
despatch. 
g@ ares gentlemen, your most obedient servants. 
By order of the Committee, 
To the Committee of Albany. 


* Ordered, That a copy thereo§be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 


One Decker, a Boatman, from Stafen-Island, applied to 
Founra Senizs.—Vou 1. 
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the Committee, and informed them that he was coming to 
market with a boat-load of wood, which had been taken 
from him by one of the ships-of-war. He and two other 
persons made oath, before yee Filkin, wnat the said 
wood was taken without his consent; and thereupon the 
Commies gave him a certificate, to prevent his being 
blamed jn this instance, ‘ 


+++. Johnson, being recommended as a proper person, 
and having served as a Lieutenant of Artillery in the Con- 
tinental Army, 

Ordered, That he be appointed Second Licutenant of 
the Artillery Company to be raised in this Colony, for the 
defence of the Colony. : 


Die Sabbati, 10 ho, A. M., January 20, 1776, 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment, 
Present: Pierre Pan Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Col- 
onel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Sands, Mr, Tred- 
well, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Clarke, Mv, Scoti. 


The Committea being well, informed that the Cannon 
beyond King’s Bridge, near HWilliams’s, ore spiked up, 
and thereby rendered unfit for use, and as it is absolutely 
necessary to have those spikes drilled out, that the cunnon 
be ready for use, 

Ordered, That Colonel MeDougell employ proper per- 
sons to have the Spikes drilled out of those Cannon, or 
such of them as are otherwise fit for use, and that Colonel 
McDougall be, and he is hereby empowered to employ a 
proper Guard of the Militia to take care of those Cannan, 
in such manner as he shall direct. 

And Ordered, further, That Colonel McDougall be, 
and he is hereby authorized to have carriages and all other 
necessaries provided for the said Cannon, so as to have 
them ready for use with all possible despatch. ; 


Colonel Lott came into the Committee, and conferred 
with them relating to his Vessel, which is to go to the foreign 
West-Indies for Gunpowder ; and the material parts or oul~ 
lines being fixed, tho agreement was left to be completed 
by Mr. Sands, 

Colonel Lott also produced a sample of Biscuit, by hina 
prepared, as fit for a Nanui agreeable to a former re- 
quest of this Committee. 

Thomas Henderson, Esq., a Major of Minute-Men in 
Monmouth County, in New-Jersey, attended on the Com- 
sittee, and informed that he was sent by the Committee 
of Safety of New-Jersey, with a Guard, to conduct several 
Prisoners taken in New-Jersey, being inhabitants of this 
Colony, who had been proceeding in the sloop Polly and 
Ann, from this port to Boston. 

Major Henderson delivered to the Committee the Afi- 
davit of James Webb, which was vend and filed, and is in 
the words following, to wit: 

James Webb, of fall age, being duly swoin on the Holy 
Evangelist of Almighty God, deqatl and saith, that in 
December last, he, this deponent, with his wile, entered on 
board a small sloop in New-York harbour, called the 
Polly and Ann, whereof one Hains was captain, bound 
(as this deponent was then informed) to Boston, which 
vessel was laden with provisions ; that on or about thé 20th 
of said December, the said vessel sailed from Neto- York, 
and that he never heard that said vessel was bound to any 
other port than Boston, until said vessel soon after met with 
had weather, when it was said on hoard said vessel, that 
she was bound to the Mest-Jndies; that on the 28d De» 
cember, the said vesse] was stranded on the Jersey shore ; 
that the captain of the said sloop, ane Isaae Gidney, mas~ 
ter, Bartholomew Hains, a passenger, one Paliner, who 
owned part of the cargo, all from Mamaroneck, in West- 
chester County, Moses Mardin, ono Graham, this depo- 
nent, and his wife, with one Sanford, and two more, were 
on board said vossel when she stranded; that this depo- 
nent verily believos said vessel was hound to Boston ; that- 
since the said vessel was on shore, this deponent observed: 
that the labels on the packages, casks, and boxes; ware 
torn off, but that he does not remember to liave takehino~. 
tice of any marks or labels on any of the freight, $0 as.10 
describe them, before taken off. That most of the persons 
on board left the said vessel to go by Jand t6New- York, 
soon after they got on shore, auiong srt (his deponent . 
went to New-York, from whence he lately returned to this, 
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Province for his wife, and several small effects he had on 
board; and further this deponent saith not, 
“James Wenn. 
t Sworn, the 11th January, 1776, before me, 
“Joun Dennis.” 


Major Henderson, also, delivered a copy of the Procecd- 
ings of the Commitee of Safety of New-Jersey, with res- 
pect to those Prisoners, which was read and filed, and is in 
the words following, to wit: 

sCommities of Safoty, Prineoton, January 11, 1776, 


“This Committee received information from the Com- 
mittee of the County of Monmouth, by Doctor Scudder 
and Doctor Henderson, and also, by letter from the Chrir- 
man of said Committee, that a small sloop called the Polly 
and Ann, one Hains, captain, was, on the 23d of Decem- 
ber Jast, stranded on Sguan-Beach, on bonrd of which was 
a‘quantity of beef, pork, and other provisions; which ves- 
sel and cargo is now in the care and custody of Colonel 
Furman, except such articles as were perishable, which 
the Committee directed to be sold by Doctor Serdder and 
Doctor Henderson, an inventory of which cargo, as well 
such as was sold, as such as remain, was laid before this 
Committeo; and one James Webb, a passenger on board 
said vessel, which is stranded, appeared before this Com- 
mittee, hy whose deposition it appens, that said vessel 
was bound from New-York to Boston, and from all gir- 
cumstances, the provisions on board were destined for the 
Ministerial mmy. The Committeo taking the above mat- 
tors inte consideration, think it proper that the whole of said 
cargo be immediately sold, and the vessel secured, which 
vessel, with the amount of the sales, afler deducting the 
necessary expenses, be referred to the disposal of the Con- 
gress of this Colony at their next sitting, and that Colonel 
David Furman, Doctor N. Scudder, and Doctor Thomas 
Henderson, be, and ave hereby ‘authorized and empowered to 
secure the above said vessel, and complete tho sales of the 
cargo, in some convenient time, and account for their sales, 
and report their proceedings to the Congress of this Pro- 
vince at their next sitting ; and may deliver to the seamen 
and passengers belonging to‘snid vessel, all such clothing 
and other effecis as belong to them, (exclusive of the car 
go.) rovided they, in a reasonable time, call for the same ; 
aye bas the thanks of this Committes be returned to Col- 

one] Furman for his extraordinary care and vigilance in 

securing the said vassul and cargo. 

* And, whereas, it appears that the captain, master, and 
passengers of the said sloop Polly and Ann, stranded on 
Squan- Beach, are inhabitants of the Colony of New-York, 

“Tt iz, therefore, Ordered, That the said Captain, Mas~ 
ter, and Passengers, or such of them as are in this Pro- 
vines, be conveyed under a guard, as Colonel David Ifur- 
man may think proper, to New-York, and delivered to the 
Provincial Congress or Committee of Safety, to be dealt 
with as they may think proper. 

“A true cops. By order of the Committe: 

“Apnanam Crarx, Deputy-Secretary.” 

Tames T¥ebb, being personally brought before the Com- 
mittee, says, that he intended to goto Britain to take care 
of a relation and her estate, and expected to be enabled to 
return ta this country at some futuie time and carry on his 
business with spirit. That he was going to Boston to ob- 
tain a passnge from thence to Britain; that be went on 
board the sloop Polly and Ann before she sailed, that he 
did not then see the captain, but that a person then on 
board informed him, that the sloop was to go to Boston, and 
that they could take him and his wife passengets; there- 
upon, he went on board of the vessel the next day, which 
ways the day before she sailed; that the vessel sailed on 

Wednesday, and was stranded on Saturday night follow- 
ing. ‘T'bnt the captain told him that his cousin, Bartholo- 
meow Rains, fled from home, and that in running away he 
fell down and lost either his gun or bayonet, or both, and 
could not stay to take jt up. 

Major Ienderson says, that James Webb appeared open 
and candid in his examination before the Committeo of 
New-Jersey. 

‘James Webb vequested a Certificate to protect him while 
’ he tarries in this Colony. Thereupon a Certificate was 
given to him in the words following, to wit: 

This Committee have heard and examitied the case of 
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Janes Webb, in his presence, and nothing appearing against 
him, he is discharged ; and this Certificate is given to him 
as a protection whilst he tarries in this Colony, and demeans 
bine well and consistent with the liberties of this Co- 
ony. 

Major Henderson says, that Hains, the captain of the 
snid sloop, broke jail in New-York a few wocks ago, and 
stole a bont and got on bond of a man-of-war, and was 
there protected until the vessel sailed ; and the said Hains 
confossed this to ono of the guard, on the way to New- 
York. [He further says, that the caska and boxes found 
on board of the said sloop, had had labels nailed to then, 
but that all the labels were torn off. hat among the 
labels torn off, he found one directed to General Howe, 
Boston, turnips; another, to Mrs. Ann Mood) Boston; 
another to General Ruggles, Boston ; several to one Hil- 
lard, at Boston; and a back of a letter directed to General 
Howe; that the directions to General Ruggles is lost, but 
that the directions to Gencial Zfowe and Mrs. Food, can 
be sent here, ° 

That he was informed by [illiam Taylor, that several 
persons who had been passengers in the sloop Polly and 
Ann, had informed John Morris, of Shrewsbury, that three 
quarter-casks of Madetia wine, and other things whiclr 
were on boaid for General Howe, were shipped: by Go- 
vernour Tryon; and, by a bit of an invoice found, it cost 
twenty-two pounds ten shillings per quaiter-cask. 

That John Graham declared he had shipped on boad 
to go to the Mest-Indies, but that he varie believes the 
sloop was bound to Boston, 

Major Henderson says, that it appears to him, the sloop 
must have been intended to go only coastwise, for that it 
is testified hy the late master and people on board, that 
they did not keep any reckoning or heave a log-line. 

David Rhea says, that Captain Lains told him he was 
put in jail because he refused to deliver up his arms, and 
that his punishment bad been deteimined, that he should 
not eat or drink until he had delivered them up; that he 
broke jail by breaking six gates out of a window, and stole 
a boat about midnight, and got on bond of the man-of- 
war; that the sloop Polly and Ann was purchased for 
him about thiee days, or less, before the time of her sail- 
ing, and that sho was puichased of Isaaé Gidney. 


Dio Sabbati, 3 ho, P, M,, January 20, 1776, 

Tho Committee met pursuant to adjournment, 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Mr. 
Scott, Colonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Brew- 
ster, Mr, Lredwell, Mr. Clarke. Mr. Sands, a very short 
timo, 

Ovo Pettit, of New-Llaven, by request, attended on tho ' 
Committes. He informed, in substance, that General Lee 
is at Now-Uaven; that he is raising troops; that it is re" 
ported currently that he is to raisc ono thousand five han- 
dred men, and to como to New-York, That ‘he did not 
seo General Zee, and has not any other information than 
common report; that General Lee did not bring any troops 
with him to Now-IZaven, = 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as 
Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, ad- 
vance and pay to Mr. John Lolt, one hundred Pounds, on 
account of the moneys due to him from the Provincial 
Congress and Committee of Safety of this Colony; and , 
that Mr. Livingston take Mr, Holt’s receipt for the sane. 

Mr. John Foster, of Suffolle County, one of the Mem- 
bérs of the late Provincial Congress, applied to the Com- 
miltee to continue the permit given to him last Summer, to 
export live stock, in order torpurchase gunpowder, 

he Commitice informed him it was ot in their power, 
Mr. Foster then informed the Committee that ho hada 
vessel, which he intended to offer for sale to the Conti- 
ndntal Congress, and requested a letter to introduce him 
to the Delegates, as well ielative to the sale of the said 
vessel, as fo the said permission, And this Committee hav- 
ing occasion to write to the Delegates on other matters, 

The following draft of a Letter was read, und approved 
of, and js in the words follwing, to wit: ° 

In Committee of Safety, Now-York, January 20, 1776, 
Gewrirnen: This will be delivered to you by Mr, Josie’ 
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Foster, who was a member of our last Provincial Congress, 
and is a warm friend to American liberty. 

Tn the last Summer during the continuance of our Pro- 
vincial resolves against the exportation of live-stock, and 
before the non-exportation, ordered by the Continental 
Congress, took effect, he obtained from the Provincial Con- 
gress Jicgnse to export live-stock for the purpose of im- 
porting powder, the execution of which, he suspended 
until he could send his yessel out without danger of moles- 
tation from the men-of-war, and as the season of the year 
now gives him security against that danger, he is desirous 
of pursuing his object, for which end he has put himself to 
considerable expense. He, therefore, applied to us for a 
continuance of his permission, conceiving, that as it was 
originally granted before the non-expoitation took effect, 
this Committee has a power to give such continuance. We 
informed him that we were clearly of opinion that he had 
lost his oppgrtunity, and that we could not relieve him. 
He, thereupon, signified his intention of applying to the 
Continental Congiess on that subject, as well as concern- 
ing a large ship, which he is now building, and which he 
intends to offer for sale to Congress, and requested our re- 
commendation, in hopes it would give his application weight. 
We, therefore, beg leave to recommend him through you to 
the Congress, as a gentleman worthy of the notice of that 
respectable body. 

We have it much at heart to prevent, as effectually as 
possible, the importation of British and Irish goods. To this 
object our attention has been called by a late importation 
by the way of St, Hustatia, According to the present regu- 
lation, the reshipping of the goods is the only punishment, 
in point of property, to be inflicted on the offender, and we 
think it absolutely necessary to substitute confiscation, in- 
stead of the reshipping of the goods, as the most effectual 
means to check offenders of that kind; and in this yiew we 
beg leave to recommend the proposed amendment to your 
attention. 

We have thought it necessary to appoint a Barrackmas- 
ter for the City and County of New-York, in order that 
the barracks in this city may constantly be kept ina proper 
state for the comfortable accommodation of the Continen- 
tal troops, that may from time to time be posted here, or 
be marching through this city, We have nominated Gar- 
ret Roorback to that office; and, therefore, gntreat you to 
procure the settlement of bis salary by the csigiees 

In the resolves of the Congress of the 8th instant, it is 
recommended to this Committee to inquire, “ whether the 
depth of water in Hudson- River, below the Battery,’ may 
not be easily lessened, “so as to prevent large ships pass- 
ing.’ We are at a loss to determine with any certainty 
what battery ig meunt, and request an explanation on that 
head. 

We have appointed a person, agreeable to the resolves 
of Congress of the 2d instant, for collecting copies of all 
petitions, memorials, and remonstrances, which have been 
pea to the Throne, or either of the Houses of Par- 
jiament, since 1762, and the answers to them, 

We agree that the reasons you assign against making 
application for liberty to export flaxseed, are sufficient ; and, 
therefore, think it best to withhold such application. 

Tye business recommended to us in the former part of 
the resolve of the 8th instant, for securing the port of New- 
York, has been some time under our consideration. We 
have had an accurate sounding of the channel, which, with 
the plan for stcuring the port, and a calculation of the ex- 
pense that will attend it, we shall communicate to you ag 
soon as possible. . 

On the subject of the resolve of Congress, for an ex- 
change of Lieutenant T'ylee, we beg leave to inform the 
Congress, that a few days before’ the receipt of that resolve, 
application was made to, Captain Vandeput, under our di- 
rection, by, a peisoh connected with Lieutenant Tylee, to 
procure his exchange, Captain Vandeput answered, that it 
was not in his power to exchange him at present, that he 
had Jong since wrote to his Admiral for directions on that 
subject, the atiswer to which had miscarried, and that he 
had not any directions to exchange. 

We have appointed a member to request the Mayor of 
this city to use his influence, with Captain Vandeput, or 
Captain Parker, to make a second application to the Ad- 


miral an that matter. 
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We have received from you, gentlémen, sundry requests 
about our accounts. We are so few in number, and con- 
tinually so overpressed with the despatch of publick mat- 
ters, that it has not yet been in our power to give dua atten- 
tion to that affair, We will endeavour to employ assistance, 
and have the accounts prepared as soon as possible, 

We are, most respectfully, gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient, humble servants. 

By order of the Committee. 

To the Delegates of the Colony of New-York, at Con- 
gress. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engtossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted by Mr. John Foster. 


Die Solis, 9 ho, A. M., January 21, 1776. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjourament. 
Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Col- 
onel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr, Tredwell, Mr. 
Brewster, Mr. Sands, Mr. Claike, Mr. Scott. 


The Committee were informed by some of their mem~ 
bers, that many of the inhabitants are removing their fami- 
lies and effects from this city, at great expense. That the 
inhabitants are alarmed by the confident :eports, that Gen- 
eral Lee is at Neto-Haven, or on his way thither, with a 
considerable bady of troops. The Committce are of opi- 
nion, that it may oceasion great difficulties and inconve- 
niences to the inhabitants of this city, should any body of 
forees arvive here for active service; and it would tend to 
the peace and happiness of the inhabitants, for this Com- 
mittee to obtain some information on that subject, 

Thereupon a diaft of a Letter to Major-General Lee, 
was read and approved of, and is in the words following, 
to wit: 

In Committoo of Safety, Now. York, January 21, 1776, 

Sin: The inhabitants of this city are much alarmed at 
various confident advices of your destination, witha consi- 
derable body of forces for active service here; confident, 
however, as those advices may appear to the people with 
out doors, we cannot readily credit them, as we conceive 
it most probable, that were you preparing lo execute any 
plan of that kind, it would be preceded by some intima- 
tions to us on the subject, fiom the Continental Congress 
General Washington, or yourself, Wo, therefore, should 
not haye troubled you with this application, had it not been 
to procure such information from you, as tnay enable us, in 
a prudent use of it, to allay the fears of our inhabitants, 
who, at this inclement season of the year, will continue, as 
they have already begun, to remove their women and chil- 
dren, and which, if continued, may occasion hundieds to 
perish for want of shelter, 

This Committee, and the Congress, whose place we fill 
in their recess, are, we flatter ourselves, as unaninously 
zealous in the cause of America, as any Representative body 
on the Continent; so tiuly zealous, that both the one and 
the other will cheerfully devote this city to sacrifice, for 
advancing that gieat and important cause, But, to acquit 
ourselves in the judgment of the Continent, which, in point 
of publick aid, is deeply interested in the preservation of 
this metropolis, and to our constituents, who expest our 
prodent care of their lives and properties, we think it oun 
indisponsable duty to inform you, that, though we have ad- 
vices that General WVushington has been informed of tho 
arrival of a large quantity of powder among us, we have not 
a sufliciency to enable you to act hostilely against the shipa- 
of-war now in port. Our whole quantity of publick pow+ 
der is less than three tons. No works are erected to annoy, 
the enemy in their present situation. Should it be practica~ 
ble at this juncture to erect hasty works for that puipose, to, 
what shift are we to betake ourselves, after our trifling sup~ 
ply of ammunition shall be expended? The commence+ 
ment of hostilities, for which we are now so unprepared, 
will preclude the possibility of a supply, even for our muse 
ketry, in the ensuing campaign. The strict guard agains¢ 
the ¢xportation of ammunition from the foreign ports i 
Europe, we have great reason to fear, will cut off ali hgyes: 
of supply from that quater, as well to us, as the Conti> 
nental Congress, We have sent sundry adventures fhithers, 
some of which have failed; for this reaton weware.daily 
pushing adventures to the Wesi-Indies, wilh the article of 
nenvicians. aga nenaceary axondient in-thepreseat Unconim 
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mon scarcity of bullion, ‘The ships-of-war give no inter- 
ruption to our vessels despatched on those adventures, a 
favour we cannet expect should hostilities begin, And even 
should we be fortunate enough to oblige the ships-of-war 
to quit this port, by expending the litle powder we have, 
(an event which our most sanguine hopes cannot promiso 
us,) the attention of our enemies will effectually prevent our 
expected importations, "or those reasons, we conceive 
that a just regard to the publick cause, and our duty, to 
take a ‘prudent caro of this city, dictate the impropriety of 
provoking hostilities at present, and the necessity of saving 
appearances with the ships-of-war till, at least, the month 
“of March. ‘Though we have been unfortunate in our dis- 
appointments, with respect to some of our adventures, yet 
be assured, sir, we have not been idle. Our intrenching 
tools are almost completed to a sufficient number ; we are 
forming a magazine of provisions, for five thousand men, for 
a month, in a place of safoty, and at convenicnt distance 
from this city. We have provided ourselves with six good 
brass field-pieces, have directed carriages to be made for 
our other aitillery, and are raising a company of artillory 
for the defence of the Colony, on the Continental estab- 
shment. ‘These things, when accomplished, with other 
smaller matters, and with the arrival of some gunpowder, 
the prospect of which is not unpromising, will enable us to 
face our enemies with some countenance. We, therefore, 
ardently wish to remain in peace for a Jittle time, and doubt 
not we have assigued sufficient reasons for avoiding, at pre- 
sent, a dilemma, in which tho present entrance of a large 
hody of troops into this city, will, almost certainly, involve 
us, Should you have such an entrance in design, we 
hog, at Jeast, that tho tloops may halt on the western con~ 
fines of Connecticut, till wo shall have been honoured by 
you with such an explanation on this important subject, as 
you conceive your duty may permit you to enter into with 
us, the around of which you will easily see ought to bo 
Kept an entire secret, and to asstue you, that we are, with 
grent respect and esteem, sir, your most obedient servants, 
By order of the Committee. 


To Major-General Lee, 


Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and wansmitted by Garret Vandenbergh, 
as an Express for that purpose, 

That particular instructions be given to Vandenbergh to 
inquire an tho road at proper stages for Major-General 
Lee, If he should meet him at any stago, or come near 
him, to deliver him the Letter with which he is charged. 
That if Major-Goneral Lee was not at Now-Iaven, and 
in Conneelicué, he should proceed to him with the Letter, 
But, that if General Lee had departed the Colony of Con- 
necticut, ho should return with the suid Lotter to this Com- 
naitlee, 


Dio Solis, 3 ho, P, M,, January 21, 1776, 


«The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Presents Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Mr. 
Scott, Colonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Brew- 
ster, Mr. Tredwell, My. Sands, My. Clarke. 

Mr. William Leary, the Town-Major, came and inform- 
ad this‘Commitice of Safety, that part of the City Guard, 
under his direction, bad apprehended a certain Joseph Wool 
combe, who was come from on board of a transport ship 
off Sandy-HHooks to go on board of the ships-of-war in port, 
and that he had, also, apprehended Captain /Pilliam Dobbs, 
the Pilot, who had brought him on shore for that purpose, 
ftnd that he had sent them to the Guard-Houge. That he 
caused tho said Joseph IVoolcombe to be searched, and had 
fouad in his custody five Letters, which he had brought to 
the ‘Committee of Safety for their inspection or direction, 
Tita said several Letters being opened and read, appeared 
to be wiote ahd directetl to the persons for that purpose 
Hereinafter named, and to the following effect, to wit: 

Ist. A Letter from J, 11, Dempster, Captain of the ship 
Blue-Mountdin- Valley, dated anitary 22, 1776, and di- 
rected to his brother,’ George Dempster, Esqua Oxford 
Sweet, London, He therein informs him, “that he was 
now preparing to send an offigel on shore, to be fully satis- 
fied of the propriety of going into Now-Foie, That he 
hnd been three weeks on the‘ coast, without ‘seeing, or 
‘speaking with any of the King’s ships, hat he tas 
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greally amazed at not yet seeing any of the men-ol-war, 
his instructions strictly forbidding hin to enter Boston, or 
any other port or harbour in America, till he had spoke 
with some of Lis Majesty’s ships—proper orders haying 
been sent out for that purpose, That the ship was in a 
bad state ; he feared that her rudder must be uvhung before 
he could proceed any further, and that they weie in want 
of water.” 

2d, Letter from the said J, 2, Dempster, of the same 
London. In this letter he says, “they had been three 
date, directed to Robert Lhunter, Esquire, Coleman Street, 
weeks on the coast, that they had not seen any of the 
King’s vessels, though by the tenour of his instructions from 
the Board, he had reason to suppose he should, long ere 
this time, have met some of them.” 

3d. A Letter from the said J. H. Dempster, of the same 
date as the others, directed to Richard Cardin, Esquire, 
Bucklersbury, London, containing adviceseto the same 
effect as the letters before mentioned. 

4th. A Lotter from J, Zl. Dempster, ofthe same date, 
directed to his brother, J. Townshend, London, containing 
the like advices as the others, 

Sth. A Letter dated said 22d January, from Joseph 
Woolcombe, the Mate, Gen in the Bairack,) to his father, 
containing advices of a long passage, very bad weather, loss 
of sails, ship in bad order, that they had eighty hogs when 
they sailed, and had now only ten loft—that pork would 
come dear to the soldiers. “ 

Captain William Dobbs, by order of the Committee, 
was brought before then: and examined. IIe described the 
ship Blue-Mountain- Valley, says she is a transport from 
England, with porter and coal for the Ministerial army. 
That Joseph MVoolcombe is mate of the said ship, that he 
did not promise to put said 7Moolcombe on board of one of the 
ships-ol-war, but only prousised to biing hiu to the city. 
That Moolcombe did not mention any thing about the going 

on board of the ships-of-war, or cither of them, until he 
was neat the city, and that ho, tho said Hillam Dobbs, 
refused to put him on board. 

Captain Milliam Dobbs returned, with a Guard, to the 

Guard-House, at the Upper Barracks. 


Dio Lunm, 10 ho. A, M,, January 22, 1776, 

The Committec met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Pierre Van Cordandt, Teaaita, Chairman, 
Colonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. 
Brewster, Mr. Clarke, Mr, Scott. Mr. Sands, 0 very little 
time. 

A Letter from Mr. Dhomas @renell, one of the Com- 
missioners at the Tortifications, was read and filed, and is 
in the words following, to wit: 

“ Tighlands, January 19, 1776, 

“Sin: Lreceived yours of the 16th instant, and shall en- 
deavour to comply with the contents, The foundation of 
the intended Battory was completed on Sunday Inst, tha 
length of which is ono hundred and forty feet, the breadth 
at bottom twelve feet, and at the top is ten feet, and its 
height four foct on an average, Tho materials are chiefly 
large rocks, from five hundred to one thousand weight, and 
some much larger, filled in with the largest stones it would 
take, and the smail vacancies filled with coarse gravel in- 
stead of mortar, as that could not be used at this season of 
the year, I had the misfortune to have the first range of 
timber for the breastwoik laid, before I redeived your order 
to stop going on with the same. With respect to the ex- 
“tension of the base to fifteen feet, it may be done, if thought 
necessary, at a very small expense, as the materials are 
handy, and shall leave you to judge of, fram the cast in 
wages of what has been done already, of which you have 
in the annexed account, with the first charge of timber and 
plank for the breastwork and platform. ‘The breastwork 
was proposed to be three fect thick and well braced, une 
dled; the height will be suitable to the gun-carriages. Ag 
to the Magazine, it still continues very damp, though there 
has been three fires constantly in it, for three or four weeks 3 
and J doubt whether it will be fit for use this Winter. The 
powder, [ shall take ats care in my power of it, butan 
obliged to supply the Minute-Men out of our old atock, 
for they came here without any. Iam, sir, your pent 
servant, Toomas Grenkit.” 
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«P,§. Lalso mention that the intended Battery is seven 
hondred and fourteen yards from the West-Point, and from 
Bunn’s Hill to the West-Point is seven hundred and forty 
yards, 

“To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman:of the Com- 
mittee of Safety, New-York. 
“An Account of what charge the intended Battery has, 
in some measure, already been. 
The wages to workmen and labourers comple- 


ting the line, about, - - - - - - - £20 00 
To twelve-inch square timber for the breast- 
work, 16,200 feet; Sleepers for the platform, 
2,000 feet; Plank for ditto, 4,000 feet. First 
cost of the above timber 6s. per 100 feet, - 66 12 
It may be finished by ten Carpenters we have 
here on the spot, jn about ten days, 5s. 6d. 
perday, y= = = = = - = = = = 27 10 
Lila 2 


“Some fev other necessaries, such as deck-nails and 


trundles will be wanted. ‘Taos. Grenenn.” 
A Tuetter from Lord Stirling was read and filed, and is 
in the words following, to wit: 
“ Elizabethtown, January 20, 1776, 
Sm: Your letter of the 17th I have received. What 
you mention with regard to the Barracks, at New-York, 
Ishall communicate to the Continental Congress, The 
one hundred frelocks which your Congross have been so 
good as'to spare us, will be paid for, by the Congress of 
this Province, at their next meeting, the 81st of this month, 
agreeable to an order of the Continental Congress of the 
Qd instant. Such of them aos are finished, you will bo 
leased to order to be delivered to Major De Hart, of my 
egiment, whom I shall desire to call for them in his way 
back from Long-Island. 


“Tam, sir, your most humble servant, « Somptna. 


To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety of New- 

York.” 

Colonel McDougall informed the Committee that the 
Captains of the men-of-war had despatched a Pilot-boat, 
with mariners and murines, to the relief ofthe transpoit- 
ship at the Hoof. he Committee aro of opinion that 
notice thereof should be given to Lord Stirling, by ex- 
press. Therenpon a dyaft of a Letter to his Lordship was 
read and approved of, and is in the words following, to wit; 

In Committoo of Safety, Now. York, 
January 22, 1776—12,0'claok. i 
» My Loan: This minute the Captains of the men-of 
war have taken a pilot-boat, and sent hor down towards the 
Hook, with mariners and marines on board, from twenty 
to twenty-five in number, 

Wf your party goes to secure the ship, they should se- 
cure the pilot-boat first, or, in our opinion, there should be 
two or more boats with men, to contain at least filly or more 
men in the whole, otherwise they may fail of success. 

We have the honour to ba, most respectfully, your Lord- 
Ship’s most obedient, humble servants, 

‘By order of the Committee of Safety. 

To'the Right Honourable PFilliam, Earl of Stirling, and 
» in his absence to the Chairman of the Committee at Ek- 
” gabethtowr. 


‘ Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed and signed 


by the Chairman, and transmitted by Sampson Dyckman, 


> Hart Jacobs, 1 Jew, attending at the door, requests an 
‘exentption from doing military duty, on the City Watch, 
on Friday nights, which is part of his Sabbath, There- 
upon 4 Certificate was given to him, in the words follow- 
lng, to wit: ' 

Hart Jacobs, of the Jawish religion, having signified to 
this Committee, that it is inconsistent with his religious 
profession to perform thilitary duty on Friday nights, being 
part of the Jewish Sabbath, it is 

Ordered, That he be exempted from Military duty on 
that night of the week, to be subject, nevertheless, to the 
performance of his full tour of duty on other nights, 


Colonel McDougall informed the Committee that he 
had purchased the sloop Sally, to he made an armed ves- 
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sel, for the sum of three hundred and twenty-five Pounds, 
and requested an order for that sum. 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., as Trea- 
surer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, advance 
to Colonel McDougall the sum of three hundred and twen+ 
ty-five Pounds, to enable him to pay for the sloop or ves- 
sel called the Sally, which he has purchased in pursuance 
of an order of Provincial Congress, of the 20th day of 
December last past. 

And Ordered, further, That the said Treasurer advance 
and pay to Commodore James Smith, on Continental ac- 
count, the sum of tiventy-six Pounds thirteen Shillings and 
four Pence, for two months’ pay, in part of bis pay while 
in the Continental service at Lake Champlain, and that 
Mr. Livingston take a receipt, or receipts, for the same. 


The Committee took into consideration the necessity 
and advantage of having sundry small aimed Vessels to 
protect trade in this and the neighbouring Colonies, and 
also to seize transports with provisions intended for the 
Ministerial army and navy, and to prevent the same from 
being exported by persons unfriendly to the measures of the 
Colonies. 

Thereupon a draft of a Letter to the Delegates of this 
Colony at Congress, was read and approved of, and is in 
the words following, to wit: 

In Committeo of Safety, Now-York, January 22, 1776. 

Genrtomen: With the utmost anxiety we have beheld 
the supply of provisions, collected Jast Autumn on board 
the ship-of-war, by the means of small boats from Queen’s 
and Westchester Counties, for the purpose of supplying the 
Munisterial army at Boston. Our Congress, impelled by 
a desire to prevent so great a mischief, authorized Colo- 
nel McDougall to equip a small armed vessel to watch 
those and other dangerous supplies of the like kind, 

We are informed by one of our Delegates, that Congress 
will readily take this vessel into the Continental service ; 
should it be so determined her flag should be described to 
us, marine articles of war provided, with a roll of pay, and 
sent to us without delay. An acquaintance with the navi- 
gation in our neighbourhood points out the necessity of im- 
mediately equipping three other small vessels of ensy draft 
of water, sufliciently manned and provided, both to attack 
and repulse the barges of the men-of-war with success, and 
constructed in such manner as to take shelter in coves 
and inlets, ont of the reach of superior force, and under 
cover of the musketry of the comntry. Those vessels will 
effectually scour the navigation of this port and its environs, 
and, besides procuring offensive advantages, will prevent 
the above-mentioned mischiefs, One of them should be 
stationed at Amboy, to watch the navigation from thence 
to Sardy-Hook; another at Elizabethtown, to attend that 
between Staten-Island and New-Jersey and the southward- 
most paits of our Bay; another on Hudson’s River ; and the 
fourth, the parts of the Sound to the eastward of this har- 
bour; and they all might be, occasionally, used as ex- 
press boats. The one already provided is commanded by 
James Smith, who was Commodore on the Lakes the last 
Summer, with the rank of Major. He has approved him- 
self a man of worth in the naval service of the Continent, 
and as he has yet received no pay, we shall advance him 
some money on that score for his last year’s service, 

Should the Congress approve of the proposed plan, we 
will cheerfully engage, under their direction, in the equip» 
ment of thice mote vessels. But, to answer the good ends 
proposed, their order should be hancled to us without de« 
Jay. The vessels completely equipped, except the artil» 
lery and musketry, which we will supply, sill cost about 
six hundred puny each, eae 

Egg-Harbour is now known to our enemies as a place 
of debarkment for certain necessaries ; we, therefore, think 
that a small redoubt should be there built, garrisoned al- 
ways by a proper Captain’s guard, with Barracks to con+ 
tain two hundred men, so situated as to command tha 
entrance of the harbour, and provided with cisterns to take 
snin-water, Cedar wood is plenty there, which will answer 
all the purposes of wood-work; and to complete the de~ 
fence, a galley, to mount a six-pounder in her stem, 
should, we think, be provided, 

We have no grape-shot for our ae (six-pounds 
ers,) nor coals to manufacture them. We beg to be in- 
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formed if we can be supplied with that article at Philadel. 
phia; if'so, be pleased to send two tons to Elizabethtown 
Without delay, to our direction, together with the amount 
of the cost, which we shall semit without delay. 

We aie, gentlemen, your most obedient servants. 

By order of the Committee. 

To the New-York Delesntes in Continental Congress, 

Philadelphia. 


Ordered, That a copy thereof be engiossed and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

Joseph FVoolcombe, mate of the ship Blue-Mountain- 
Palley; was brought before the Commities and examined, 
He says he was chief mate of the ship Bluc-Mountain- 
Valley, that she is Iaden with hogs, provisions, &o., for 
Boston; lef London thiiteen weeks ago; that be was sent 
up to New- York, by the Captain, to put some letters for 
England on board of the men-of-war and to return; that 
the ship was to lie off-and-on fourteen houis for him; that 
they have had bad weather; that thisty-six sail of trans- 
ports, with stores and provisions, came out with them ; that 
R3 many more transports were ready to sail; that they 
have had such weather that be believes many other trans- 
ports are gone to tho Mest-Indies; that the Biie-Moun- 
tain- Valley is a sharp-built ship, and sould make as good 
weather on a winler coast as any ship; that two troops of 
Light-Horse came out in transports with their vessel, and 
were to winter in the West- Indies. 

Ordered, That Mr. Woolcombe remain in custody in 
Captain Ledyard’s room for further examination. 

‘The Committee conceiving it too great a burden on the 
Minute-Men, or detnchments from this city, to continua long 
onthe duty of guarding the cannon near King’s Bridge, 
concluded that it would be most convenient to have a 
guard of Fesichester Minute-Men at that place. 

Theieupon, a diaft of a Letter on that subject to Lien- 
tenant-Colonel Graham, of the Minute-Men in /Vestchester 
County, was read end approved, and is in the words follow- 
ing, to wit: 

In Commition of Safoty, New-York, January 22, 1776, 

Sm: Having teceived information that some evil-minded 
persons have spiked up the cannon near King’s Bridge, 
to prevent their being further damaged, or rendered en- 
tivoly unfit (or service, we think it necessary that a conti- 
nual guard should be kept over them for their immediate 
seowity. We have sent out a company from one of the 
Independent Battalions of this city; but, as they are too 
much harassed with continual duty upon the large guards, 
it is necessary to keep up in this city, we desire that you 
would, as soon as possible, cause them to be ielieved by a 
company of Minute-Men out of your regiment, to bo upon 
constant duty cill further orders; their pay and billeting to 
he the same allowed for the Continental troops now raising. 

Wo ara, sir, your very humble servants. 

By order of tho Committee. 
To Lioutenant-Colone] Lewis Graham, of tho Regiment 
of Minute-Mon in FVestchester County. : 

N. B, This business is committed to you, sir, a8 your 
Colonel's remoto residence would make jt inconvenient to 
~ ithim, You will please to apologize to him for the 
same. 


Oriered, That a copy thereof bo engiossed and signed 
by the Chairman, and wansmilted. 


Sho. P. M., Dio Lunm, January 22, 1776, 
‘he Committee met pursuant to adjournment, 
resents Pierre Pan Cortlandt, Esq. Chairman, Mr. 
Scott, Colonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr, Brew- 
sign] its, Lredwell, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Sands, 

- Two Letters, fiom Thomas Grenell, one of the Com- 
missioners at. the Fortifeations jw the Highlands, to Mr. 
John Berrien, were read, in order to obtain infornution of 
tha state of the Fortifications in'the Highlands, and of the 
people at wok there, 

Mr. John Berrien delivered in a Memorandum of Ba- 
Tanees of Accounts and Moneys due from the Commis- 
signers for the said Fortifications, ds follows: to wit: Ba- 
Tnpge of Capen ter 's Bill, one hundied tind, shyenty-eight 
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Pounds eleven Shillings; balance of Mason’s Bill, two bun- 
dred and ninety-nine Pounds five Shillings ; Draft of Com- 
missioners at the Foit, to pay up Accounts of Provisions, 
&e., three hundred and fifty Pounds ; Cash in advance, by 
John Berrien, wo hundred Pounds, The Blacksmith’s 
Draft in his favour, Coppersmith’s Account, Ironmongei’s 
and Nailer’s Account not paid. He supposes these amount 
to seventy Pounds, That tho Commissioners have not 
drawn any pay, and that any commissions ae not in- 
cluded, 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., 08 
Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, ad» 
vance to Mr. John Berrien, 1g Commissary of the Com 
missioners for erecting Fortifications at the Highlands, and 
one of the said Commissioners, the sum of one thousand 
two hundred and fifty Pounds, on account of the expenses 
and disbursements of erecting the said Fortigeations, and 
that Mr. Livingston take Mr. Bevrien’s receipt for the 
same, 

Ordered, That Captain Jol Grenell, who was recom- 
mended by the Provincial Congress of this Colony to the 
Continental Congress as a Captain of an Artillery Compa- 
ny, be, and he is hereby, appointed accordingly, and that 
a Warrant issue to the said Captain John Grenell fox that 
purpose, 


Dio Martia, 10 ho, A. M., January 23, 1776, 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Colonel McDougall, Colanel Brasher, Mr. 
Scoit, Mr. Haliett, My. Brewster, My, Clarice, Mr. Tred» 
well, Mr. Sands. 

Colonel Van Cortlandt boing under 1 necessity to go to 
his seat in /Ves(chester County, and the gentlemen pre- 
sent conceiving his attendance there will be of use to the 
publick tranquillity in that part of the country, consented 
to his departure, and, thercupon, unanimously chose Mri 
Joseph Hallett Chairman pro tempore, in bis stead. 

Mr. Sands informed the Committee that Monsieur Vara 
ras, a I’vench gentleman, came here from Grenada for his 
health, and requests a permission for hiniself and his Inter- 
preter (o travel to or though the Colony of Connecticut ; 
thereupon, a passport was given to Mt, Sands for him, in 
tho words follawing, to wit: 

The beater, Monsiour Varras, and his Interpreter, Olt- 
ver Bosly, ave permifted to pas?unmolested. 

A Bik of Sale fiom Robert F¥osun, Master and part 
owner of the sloop Sally, and fiom Isaac Scudder, Hook- 
er St. John, and Sarah Isaac, Wxecutors of the last will 
and estate of Benja nin Isaac, deceased, the ather owners, 
to Colonel Mleatator McDougall and Captain Anthony 
Rutgers, for the said sloop and hor appurtenances, was 
prepared, and delivered to Captain, James Smith, to take to, 
Norwalk to have it executed. 

John Fowler was taken and brought before the Commit-: 
teo, and charged with having purobased a pardal of old: 
Files, which it is conceived wera used for spiking up the, 
Cannon in FRestchester County, To veadily declared that 
he purchased thirty old Files; that he was requested by 
William Lownsbury, of Mamaroneck, to purchase some 
old Files for him; that he purchased thirty; that they were: 
all fat Files, to the best of his reniombrange ; that he hought 
sixteen pounds weight of Michael Ganter, and five pounds: 
weight of a Brass-Founder, in the Broadway, near St 
Paul’s Chureh, : : 
« Peter Valentine says he was prosent when John Fow-' 
ler spoko for the Files, and they were collected together, 
and that there were some rat-tails among them. John 
Towler says that he took olit the rat-tails, and did, not buy 
them that as soon as he heard the Guns were spiked up, 
ho immediately told his wife that he should bo blamed, and 
that Lownsbury had used bim il}; that ho knows not the 
use for which the said Piles were purchased, 


Ordered, That Lioutenant Jecamiah Allen, of the Light-: 
Horse of the City of New-York, take with him a gnard” 
of twelve of the said Light-[orge, and proceed immediater , 
ly to Mamproneek, and take Wilkam Lownsbury and his 
accomplices, and bring them immediately before this Cath". 
mittee, to be heard, and,to answer such things as may be + 


‘ 
ee 
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charged against them concerning the Cannon that have 
been spiked up, beyoud King’s Bridge, in Westchester 
County; and 

* Ordered, That Mr. Alen call on Colonel Joseph Drake, 
ai New-Rochelle, or on any other Officer of the Militia or 
Minute-Men in Westchester County, for any assistance he 
may want; and all the Officers of the Militta and Minute- 
Men of the said County are hereby requested to give all 
néééssary aid of men, or otherwise, to Mr. Allen and his 
party in the aforesaid service. 

And Ordered, further, That the said John Fowler be 
Kept in safe and secuie custody, at the Upper Barracks, 
until the fiuther order of this Committee, and, in the inte- 
rim, that no person be suffered to speak to him, but in the 
presence and hearing of the Officer of the Guard ; and that 
no letters, or paper writings, be peimitted to pass between 
the said John Fowler and any peison out of the Barracks, 
and that he b@ denied the use of pen, ink, and paper, and 
that Colonel McDougall cause this order to be duly exe- 
cuted, with directions to treat the said John Foteler with as 
much couitesy as may be consistent with this order. 


Mr. John Berrien and Andrew Me Cormick, by 1equest, 
attended the Commitee, and informed them of the state 
of ground within, or to the northward of, the line of Foutifi- 
cations mentioned in Mr. Thomas @renell’s Letter of the 
19th instant, and of such ather matters tclating to the tim- 
ber and materials there as the Committee requested, and 
they could inform or explain, in order to ensbie the Com- 
mittee to give an answer to the said Letter, 


Sho, P, M., Dio Martis, January 23, 1776, 
The Committee met pursuant (9 udjownment, 
Present: Mi, Joseph Hallett, Chairman, Mr. Brewster, 
Mr. Tredtwell, Mr. Clarke, My. Sands, Colonel MeDou- 
gall, Colonel Brasher, 


Joseph Woolcombe, Mate of the ship Blue-Mountain- 
Valley, was brought before the Committee, He says he 
had not any other Letters than those taken from him when 
searched ; that he was mate of the ship; that twenty-five 
or twenty-six transports sailed with their vessel, which was 
the whole number then in the Downs: there were other 
transports taken up; that their ship was loadegl with porter 
ahd couls; that (wo transports, with horse, came out and 
went to the MWest-Indies fox winter-quarteis; that he had 
no verbal instructions, but to deliver the T.etters on hoard 
of the man-of-war; that the ship was to stand-in, in the 
night, for him, which would be about twenty-four hours 
alter he left her, and, if he did not arrive in four hours 
after, the ship was to put off for Boston. 

, Joseph TWoolcombe says he chooses to go on bonrd of 
one of the men-of-war, Thereupon, he was dischaged, 
and the Letters found with him were delivered to him, and 
& permit was given to him, in the words following, to wit: 

Ordered, That Joseph IVoolcombe be permitted to go 
on board either of His Majesty’s ships-of-war, now lying 
in the Harbour of New-York, unmolested. 


Colone) McDougall informed the Committee that Cap- 
tain Benjamin Ledyard has unavoidably been at sundry 
expenses, by reason of his having the care and charge of 
Prisoners committed to the Guaid-[House in this city. 

Ordered, That Peter-V. B, Lavingston, Esq.,as Tiea- 

- surer of the Pyovincial Congress of this Colony, pay unto 
Captain Benjamin Ledyard, of Colonel MeDougall’s Re- 
giment, the sum of eight Pounds, to reimburse him for 
sundry expenses he has necessarily been at, by having the 
charge of several Prisoners confined in the Guard-House in 
this city, ‘ 

A Letter‘ from the Committee of Richmond County, of 
the 19(h instant, was read and filed, and is in the words 
following, to wit: 

“Richmond County, January 19, 1776. 

“GentLeman : Whereas, the Committee for this County 
have caused; by. advertisement, the freeholders to be con- 
yened on this day, in order to elect two Members to tepre- 
sent this County in Provincial Congress ; accordingly a poll 
was opened for that purpose, without any opposition, at 
the close of which it appeared, by a majority, that Messrs. 
Adrian Bancker and Richard Lawrence were duly clect- 
ed to represent this County in Provincial Congress, until 
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‘ 
the second Thesday in May next, which we hope will be 
agreeable to the rest of that boay , 
“We are, gentlemen, your most obedient and most 
humble servants, 
“Cunustian Jaconson, Moses Durvy, 
“Lamserr Mernent, Davin La Tourrrrs, 
“ Joun Tyson, Dantex Corsen, 
“Peror Mensenrav, Henry Penine, 
“ Guorer Bauncs, Josern Cunisropd. 


“To the Committee, of Safety, in 1ecess of the Provincial 
Congress, in New- Yori.” 


The Committee took into consideration the ease of @od* 
Srey Hains, lately apprehended and sent here by the Com- 
mittee of Safety of New-Jersey, Are of opinion that his 
many and mischievous machinations are so dangerous, that 
he ought to be kept in safe custody and close jail; and that, 
by the Resolutions of the Continental Congress, of the 2d 
day of January instant, they ate fully authorized, and that 
it is thew duty to the country to have him cohfined; and 
as the said Glodfrey Lains lately bioke the jail of this 
city, and escaped, when he was there confined as a pris’ 
soner, and, continuing his evil practices, set off to navigate 
a vessel loaded with provisions to supply the Ministetial 
army and navy at Boston, they conceive it will ba very 
dangerous to keep or convey the said Godfrey Hains to 
Ulster County Jail, unless he is fetteved or manacled: 

Therefore, Resolved and Ordered, That the said God- 
Srey Hains be conveyed to Ulster County Jail, to be thee 
confined in safe and secute custody in close jail, until the 
farther order of the Continental or Provincial Congress, or 
of this Committee. 

And Ordered, That the said Godfrey Hains be sent, 
manacled or fettered, under guard, to Ulster County Jail, 
and that Colonel McDougall be :equested to procure an 
Officer, with a proper gumid of the Militia, or Minute-Men, 
of this city, to guard the said prisoner, and the other pii- 
soners heretofore ordered! to jail to Kingston, in Ulster 
County. 

Thereupon, a chaft of a Letter to the Committes of 
Kingston, in Ulster County, which was formetly drawn 
and read, and approved of, in the Committee, on yester- 
day, was again 1ead, and is in the words following, to wit: 

In Committeo of Safoty, Now-York, 
Junnary 23, 1776, } 

Genrinwen: By a determination of the Provindial 
Congress, with the consent of the Deputies fiom your 
County, then present, the jail of your County, at Kéngston, 
was determined on to be the jail for such prisoners whose 
wicked practices forbid thoir being permitted to go at large. 

Jn pursuance theieo!, we send you, by this guard, thee 
prisoners, to wit: Johnh Blackler, who was oideied to be 
there confined by the Provincial Congress, aud Azor Betts 
and Godfrey Elains, sent by us. We pray you to direct 
that they be kept in safe custody, to prevent their escape, 
and that very particular divections forthis purpose be given 
as to Hains, as ho formerly bioke the jail in this city, and 
minde his escape: 

Take care to secure sich ptirt of the jail as you shall’ - 
have them confined in, at your absolute conimahd, and se- 
eure any person who may attempt to procure their escape. 
Appoint some peison, whom you shall think ptoper, to 
sipply them with the necessmies of life, at their own vx- 
pense, if they can pay for them, and, if they cannot, then 
at the publick expense. If any, or all of them must be 

supported at the publick expense, let the accounts be Inid 
before your Committee, and when you find them just and 
reasonable, let the person to whom the money is due make 
oath to the account, and Jet a certificate of your Commit. 
tea, or Chairman, that the account is reasonable and duey 
be added, and the accounts sent to this Committee, or 
fas Congress, that they may be ordered to be "' 
paid. i 
We are; respectlully, gentlemen, your very humble sépety- 
vants. Pig ee, 

By order of the Committee. Abn ee BS 
To the Chairman and Members of the Committee of - 

Kingston, Ulster County. ee 


Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted, 
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The Committee further examined Andrew McCormick, 
on the sthjeot of the situation of the new Line at tho For- 
tifications in the Highlands. And thereupon an answer to 
Thomas Grenell’s Letter, of the L9th instant, was read and 
filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

In Committoo of Safely, Now-Yoik, January 23, 1776, 

Sin: We are favomed with yours of the 19th instant, 

by Mr. Andrew McCormick, to which we have paid duo 
attention, and have also examined him, and conversed with 
Mr. Berrien, on the situation of the ground, to which we 
ave in a gieat measure strangers, Upon the whole, we are 
of opinion that, as the foundation of the intended battery, 
mentioned in your letter, is completed, and the timber and 
materials so far prepared that the battery may be finished 
at small expense, it will be best to finish it. At the same 
tle, we ave of opinion that a breastwork of wood, of 
thrae feet thick, will by no means answer any good pur- 
pose. Therefore, wo desiie you to have tho breastwork 
made about twenty foot thick, in the following manner, to 
wit: lot the timber in front bo at least three logs, or pieces, 
thick, and in the inside at least two pieces thick, nnd the 
inside of the parapet perpendicular; the distance between 
the front and the inside pieces of the parapet will be about 
fifteen feet, and that intermediate space filled up with 
fascines and earth. 

We wish to expend as little money as possible, and, 
therefore, you need not employ labourers to get fascines, 
for, as we expect Continental troops to garrison tho fort in 
ashort time, it now is, and will be, the proper duty of the 
troops thore to make the fascines, and fill up the parapet, 
Plense to take caro that tho upper part of tho parapet bo 
made so sloped, or doscending, that the gans may, when 
necessary, be brought to bear on the water nearest to tho 
battory, and the ground there adjoining to tho water; and 
the onter face or front of the parapet should be built bat- 
toring, or tend inwards, to prevent the weight of the earth 
from forcing the timber out of its pluce. A work should 
also be added at tho loft of tho line, to sccie the troops 
on the line, and the cannon and carriages, fiom being 
flanked-by an enemy on tho left, 

Wo are, respectfully, sir, your vory humble sorvanis, 

By order, 
To Mr, Thomas Grenell, at the Fortifications in tho 

Highlands. 


Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
yy the Chairman, and transmitted by the said Andrew Me- 
lormicl. 


Dio Morourit, 10 ho. A. M., Janunry 24, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to acjournment, 

Prosent: Mr. Joseph Hallet, Chairman, Colonel Bra- 
sher, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Tredtwell, Mv. Sands, Mr. 
Brewster, Mr. Clarke, 

Captain Van Wyck, having by order prepared a Guard, 
at bight Shillings, each, per man, per day, defraying his own 
expenses, to proceed with the three Prisoners now in the 
Barracks, to Ulster County Jail ; attended at the Commit- 
tes, to receive copies of the several orders, for the con- 
_finement of the respective Prisoners, and the Letter to tho 
Committee of Kingston, which were delivered to him. 

Thoreapon a draft of a Letter to the Connnittees, and 
Militia Officers of this Colony, to be given to Captain Van 
Wyck, was read and approved of, and is in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit: 

In Committoo of Safety, New-York, January 24, 1776. 

GentueMen: Captain Van Wycie, with a guard under 
his command, is sent to conduct three prisoners to Ulster 
County Jail. Captain Van /Pycle, and his guard, are here- 
by recommended to the aid of every Committee, and Mili- 
tia offiéer in this Colony, for any assistance he may want 
at any tine to strengthen or relieve his guard ; and also, for 
amy assistance he may want, to hire sleighs or othor car-, 
ringes. : 

By order of the Committee of Safety, 

To every Committes, and to each and every Militia Oftt- 
cer in the Colony of New-York, 


° 


It being represented to this Committee, that Mr. John 
Ramsey, and Colonel Isaac Stoutenburgh,-are williig to 
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undertake to bo Managers of employing tho industrious 
Poor in this City, in spinning, and making manufactures, 
and the Committee being unanimously of opinion, that they 
cannot in any other way, so advantageously omploy the 
sum of one thousand Pounds, which they, by Resolve of 
tho Provincia! Congress of the 22d day of December last 
past, wore authorized to expend for the relief of the Poor 
of the City of New-Yorle, 

Therefore Ordered, ‘That the snid sum of one thousand 
Pounds, be paid into the hands of the said John Ramsey 
and Isaac Stortenburgh, for tho purpose aforesnid, and that 
a copy of this entry be a sufticient warrant to Peter VB. 
Livingston, ¥sq., as Treasurer of the Provincial Congross 
of this Colony, to pay the said sum of one thousand Pounds, 
to Mossis. Join Ramsey and Isaae Stoutenburgh, and tako 
their ieceipt for the same. 

Donald MeIane, of the City of New-York, Druggist, 
attended with a Letter fiom Captain Pandeput, of the 
ship Asta, requesting him to receive the body of the late 
nd of the ship, and have him buried in Qrnity Church- 
yard. 

Thereupon a permit was given to him, in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit: 

Mr, Donald McLane, of this city, Druggist, is hereby 
peimitted to go on board of tho Asia, ship-of-war, and 
also, to have the body of Mr. George Claypen, late Pur- 
ser of the said ship brought on shore, and buried, 

By order of the Committee. 

Mr, Jecamiah Allen, tho officer of the Light-[orse, 
who was sent out by order of this Committeo, of yoster- 
day, returned with /Pilliam Lownsberry a prisoner; bo 
informed, that tho prisoner when taken, appeared struck 
with guilt; that some short time afterwards, he denied in 
tho presenco of sundry of the guard, that ho ever employed 
John Fowler to buy files. ‘That soma time afterwards, 
he confessed, that he had employed John JPowler to buy 
the files, but bad never brought them home, ‘That dey 
afterwards discovered, that the files went up ina boat with 
himsolf, and that his son brought thom home, Phat the 
prisoner afterwards said, that he bought the files to shoe 
horses, and afterwards, that he bought them to mako skeens 
for carts, That one Latins, told the prisoner to his face, 
that on last Wednesday night, he met him with three other 
persons, with*handkerchiels on their heads, about ten at 
night, going towards, and near thagannon. 

William Lownsberry examited, says ho lives at Mama- 
roneele, is u fiumer by vvcupation; that Mr, John Puvler, 
bought thirty files for him; that he did not inform Fowler for 
whut use they were purchased ; that the files are not at his 
house, but aro all in being ; that ho was not on the road with 
a handkerchiefon his head on last Wednesday night; that he 
honght the files to make skeens for carts, and to lay nx0s ; 
that he has a neighbour, one Joseph Purdy, who is a blnck- 
smith, and poor, and in his debi, and intended to get him 
to wolk for him, Being asked at whose house the files are, 
says they aro not at any house; being soverul timos asked 
where they aro, he obstinately sat silent, and refused to 
answer. 

Ordered, That the said William Lownsberry be shack- 
led and manacled, hands and feet, and kept in safo and so- 
cure custody at the Upper Barracks, until the further order 
of this Committee, and in the interim, that no person be suf 
fered to speak to him, but in the presence and hearing of 
the officer of the guard; and that no letter, ar paper-writ- 
ings be permitted to pass between the said Willan Lowns- 

jberry and any persons out of the Barracks; and that he 
be denied the use of pen, ink and paper; and that Colo- 
ne) McDougall cause this order to be duly executed, 

And Ordered, That Jahn Fowler be discharged out 
of custody, and charged to attend this Committee when 
directed, 6 

And Ordered, That Mr. Allen cause the said William 
Lownsberry’s horse to be taken care of. ‘ 


Messrs, Low, Bancker, John Reade, and Denning, a 
sub-Committee from the City Committeo attending, were 
admitted, They informed this Committee, that they were 
charged with two different matters froth the Committee of 
the city. The one thas the Military Night-Watel inf this 
city is very frequently not to be depended on; that it very 


frequently liappens, that the Captains or Officers dd-nat 
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know the greater part of the ground; and that there are 
some Companios, many of which aie not trustworthy ; 
and Mr. Denning said, that when he lately had the care 
of the guard, he had many persons in his guard to whom 
he could not think it prudent to communicate the coun- 
tersign, ‘That the City Committee are of opinion that the 
most proper method to guard this city is to saise a Regi- 
ment ‘in this city, in Continental pay; and Mr. Denning 
alleges, that there is a great number of men in this city, 
who would willingly inlist for that purpose, provided they 
can be ascertained, that they will not bo ordered out of 
the Colony on any Continental daty. 

The said sub-CoMmittee mentioned that a great incon- 
venience arises from vessels loading in this port, by order 
of the Continental and Provincial Congress, and of this 
Committee of Safety, by their not baving certificates for 
that purpose. Thay many of the inhabitants not knowing 
why any sucl vessels are lading, apply to the laders, and to 
the City Committee with complaims. ‘That it is, also, in 
tha power pf the Iaders of such vegsels to lade other pia- 
duce, or greater quantities than they are permitted; and 
that, therefore, that it is the request of the City Commit- 
teo, that some proper person be appointed to inspect and 
superintend the loading of all ak vessels, and to report 
thereon to the Provincial Congress, or Committee of Safety. 

The sub-Committee withdrew, and the Committee of 
Safety requested the Chairman to speak to Captain Wij- 
liam Mercier, to know whether ho will undeitake to ma- 
nage and inspect the lading of vessels laded at this pout; and, 
also, whether he will inspect the work done, and materials 
used in making carriages for cannon. 


A, Letter from the Honourable John Iancock, dated 
the 12th January, instant, was road and filed, and is in the 
words following, to wit: 4 

“Philadolphita, Janumy 12, 1776, 

“Genrreann! The discoveries made of the designs of 
our eriraged enemies, fully evince not only the propriety, 
hut the absolute necessity of securing Canada, to prevent 
our frontiers from desolation and destruction. 

“ Providence has, hitherto, been pleased to crown our 
attompts with success. But (rom tho steps taken by Ga- 
vernour Carleton, there is reason to apprehend our ene- 
mies, among their first alempts in the Spring, will endea- 
vour to recover the possession af that country, as wellto re- 
trieve their honour, as to carry into execution their execrabla 
designs against us, 1 need not mention the consequences 
that would ensue should they effect their purpose, and 
thereby be enabled to turn the force of that Provinco, as 
well ns the Savages, against our defenceless frontiers, 

© To counteract their designs, and prevent this calamity, 
.the Congress have resolved to employ nino battalions, the 
present yaar, for the defence af Canada. Qua of these is 
to be composed of Canadians, under Colonel J, Living- 
ston, who ins so eminently signalized himself in the cause 
of America, Tivo are to be composed of tho troops now 
sorving thero—an honour due to the morit of thosy brave 
man, (0 have an opportunity of defending a country which 
their valour has rescued from slavery. Three aro to he 
sent from Pennsyloania and New-Jersey, of whiok, two 
are now under marching orders, The other three are to 
be raised to the Wastward, as you will see by the enclosed 
resolution, viz; one in your Colony under the command 
of Colonel Pan Schaick, Lieytenant-Colonel Yates, and 
Major Gansevoort, who, a3 General Sehwyler informs Con- 
gress, are degirous of continuing in the service; one in Con- 
necticut, and one in New-Hampshire, ‘ 

‘As the arrival of the troops in due time will greatly cone 
duce to the preservation of that country, and baflling the 
designs of our enemies; and, as tho month,of February, 
which is fast a pproaching; is thie best, and, indeed, the only 
Ume before Summer, of crossing the Lakes, the Congress 
roly that, you will, necording to your usual zeal, exert your 
‘utmost endeqvours to have the battalion fom your Colony 
raised, and sant forward with all possible dospatch, 

“Tam, gentlemen, your obedient, humblo servant, 

“Joun Hancock, President. 


To the Convention of Netu- York, or Committee.” 
+ Another-Letter from the Honourable John Hancoche, 


bearing date the 20th day of January, instant, was read and 
filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 


Fountu Senizs.—Vor, 1y, 
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# Philadelphia, January 20, 1776, 

“Genrirwen: I have the honour of enclosing you 
sundiy resolutions passed by Congress, as well for the do- 
fence of your Colony, as for repairing the loss lutely sus- 
tained in Canada, and succouring our hiends there, ‘ 

“The shortness of the time will not permit me to on- 
large. {must, therefore, beg leave to refer you to tha ene 
closed extracts, and just inform you, the Congress rely with 
confidence on your zeal for the causo, that you will exert 
your utmost endeavours to hasten the march of the troops 
ordered to Canada, and to raise those destined for the de- 
fence of your Colony. Herewith, I send you blank com- 
missions for the officers under the rape of Major, which you 
will please to fll up. On the recommendation of Gena- 
ral Schuyler, the Congress have continued Colonel Van 
Schaiek, Lieutenant-Colonel Yates, and Major Gansevoort, 
in the service of the United Colonies, and appointed them to 
the command of the battalion to be raised in your Colony 
for the defence of Canada; and they have directed me, 
agreeable to an established rule, to request you would please, 
as soon as possible, to transmit the names of a number of 
gentlemen whom you shall judge duly qualified, at least 
two for erch command, out of whom they may elect Field- 
Officers for the other battalion. 

“Tam, gentlemon, your most obedient servant, 

“ Joun Uancock, President. 
“To the Hon, Convention or Committee of New- Yorke. 

«P,§. I enclose you the commissions for the officers 
under the rank of Major, for the Canada Batlalion ; thosa 
for your other battalions shall follow, as I am pinched for 
time. 

A copy of tha Resolves of Congress, of the 8th of Jant- 
ary, which were before recoived and’ read, and forwarded 
to General Schuyler on tho 17th day of January, instant, 
were read nd filed. 

A cortilied copy of sundry Resolves of the Continental 
Congress, of different dates, from 8th to the 20th ina 
stant, was read and filed, and is in ords following, td 
wit: ~ 

“In Congress, January 8, 17760, ** 

“Resolved, That General Schuyler he desired to have 
the River St, Lawrence, above and below Quebecie, well 
explored, and to determine upon proper places for oppo- 
sing, by Armed Boats, or otherwise, any attompts of the 
onemy to penotrate that country by tho River; and that he 
give orders for constructing, speedily, as many such Boats 
as he shall judge necessary. 

«That two Shipwrights be immediately sent fiom Pid 
ladelphia, to bo employed under the direction of the Com- 
mittee of Inspection at Albany, in constructing Scows fox 
facilitating tho passage ovor JTudson’s Riper. 

“That the Convention of New-York be dosired to send 
threo thousand bushols of Salt, besides what General Sichuys 
ler hath already ordored to bo brought to Ticonderoga, 

“That this Congiess does approve of the raising a Bat- 
talion of Canadians, and of the appointment of James Lay 
vingston, lsq., Colonel thoreol. : 

“That nine Battalions, including that of Canadians un- 
dor Colonel Livingston, be kept up ond maintained the 
prosout year for the defence of Canada,” : 

“In Congross, Janunry 19, 1778. 

« Resolved, ‘That four Battalions be raised in the Co- 
lony of New-York, for the dofence of that Colony, u on 
the sama pay with those directed’ to be raised in the Ode 
lony of Pennsylvania, and that they be stationed as the 
Coinmaiding-Officer of tho New-York Department shall 
think best, to garrison the severql Forts in that Colony, from 
Crown-Point to the southward, and to prevent depredaz 
ie upon Long-Island, and promote thy safety of thp 
whole. 

“Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing Resolution ba 
transmitted to the Counell nf Safety of New-York, and thy 
they be requested, with all possible expedition, to transmull 
to Congress the names of a number of gentlemen, at Je 
two “for each command, out of whom the Congress ma 
elect Field-Officers for said Battalions. Pgh gay 

“That General Washington be requested fo detd@h froth 
the Camp at Cambridge, one Battalion, if the &¢ vibe there 
will permit him to spare one, with orders t¢ mareh, with 

the greatest expedition possible, «@ Canada. " 
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That for the more speedy raising the Battalions ordered, 
on the 8th of January, to be raised in the Colonics of New- 
Hampshire, Connecticut, New-York, and Pennsyloania, 
for the defence of Canada, it be recommended to tho Ge- 
neial Assemblies, Conventions, or Councils, or Committees 
of Safety of those Colonies, respectively, to exert their ut- 
most endeavours in raising the said Battalions, upon the 
same pay and subsistence as the Army at Cambridge, and 
to furnish them with Provisions, Ammunition, and other 
necessaries, for expediting their march to Canada; and for 
further encouraging the men more cheerfully to enter into 
the service of their country, to give a Bounty of six and two- 
thirds dollars to every able-bodied, effective man, propeily 
clothed for the service, and having a good Fitelock, with a 
Bayonet and other Accoutiements; and four dollars to every 
Soldier not having the like Arms and Accoutiements ; the 
Arms to be supplied by the Colony, and the cost to be de- 
ducted out of the Soldier’s pay; and, also, to provide a 
Blanket and Haversack for every inlisted Soldier; and, 
moreover, to advance one month’s pay to every Officer and 
Soldier bofore their march, that they may be able to pur- 
chase necessary clothing. 

That the first two Companies which shall be complete 
of every Battalion, do maich to that country as soon as 
they shall be ready, and be followed in the same numbors, 
with like expedition, by the rest of the corps; and that it 
be recommended to the General Assemblies, Conventions, 
and Councils, or Committees of Safety, of the Colonics in 
which Battalions aro directed to be raised, that they re~ 
spectively attend to this business,” 


A. printed copy of sundry Resolves of Congress, hearing 
date on tho L7th instant, rclating to the raising of ‘oops, 
was rend and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 
iad “In Congiovs, January 17, 1776, 

“Resolved, That the Colonels of the several Battalions 
ordered to bo raised, do immediately order their Officers 
on Recruiting Service, to such parts where they are best 
known, and havo the greatest probability of success, 

“That the Recruiting Oflicers ought to be careful to in- 
list none but healthy, sound, and able-bodied mon, not 
under sixteen yoars of aga. 

“That the Coloncls of the several Battalions aforesaid, 
appoint some place, or places, of rondezvous, to which the 

ecorvits may be sent, and where the Battalions may bo 
quartered. 

“That the greatest attention ought to be paid to the be- 
haviour of the Troops in Quarters, that they may give no 
reasonablo cause of complaint. 

«That the Quarters of the Troops be duly discharged 
once every week. 

“That an allowance of ten Shillings per man be made 
to the Recruiting-Officers in lieu of their expenses in re- 
oruiting, exclusive of the Subsistonce-Money allowed them; 
and that, in case any man bo inlisted contrary to the 
foregoing Regulations, the Pay they may have reccived, 
and the Subsistonce-Money that may be paid for them, 
shall be stopped from the pay of such Recruiting-Officers, 

“That no bought, indented Servants be employed on 
board the Fleet, or in the Army of the United Colonies, 
without the consent of their Masters, 

“Extracts fram the Minutes : 

' “ Carnes Trtourson, Secretary. 
Ordered, That the Letters and Resolutions of the ho- 


nourable the Continental Congress, be taken into further 
consideration this afternoon. 


A Letter from Major-General Lee, in answer to the one 
addressed to him by the Committee on the 2st instant, 
ae received and filed, and is in the words following, to 

t “Stamford, January 23, 1776, 

Sin: ‘Yesterday, on tho road, I had the honour of ro- 
ceiving yours, and ought to male a thousand apologies for 
not having answered it immediately, but the circumstance 
of being on the road, together with the necessity of fpish- 
ing some despatches to General Washington, and to the 
Continental Congress, rendered it almost impossible. 

“should certainly, sir, have apprized you of my march, 
had I not concluded that you would have learned it time 
enough from the Congress. The letter L have from the 
General, directed to the Chairman of the Committee of 
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Safety, I was ordered to doliver with my own hand. With 
respect, sir, to the alarms of the inhabitants, on the suspi- 
cion that iny business was to commence active hostilities 
against the men-of-war in your harbour, I can assure you 
that they may be perfectly easy—such never was the in- 
tention of the General, and, I hope, you will believe that 
I never entertained a thought of transgressing the letter of 
my instructions. The motive of the General, for detaching 
me, was solely to prevent the onemy from taking post in 
your city, or lodging themselves on Long'-Jsland, which, wa 
have tho greatest reason to think, sir, is their design, Some 
subordinate purposes wore likewise to bo executed, which 
are much move proper to communicato by word of mouth, 
than by writing; but I give you my word, that no active 
service is proposed, a3 you seem to appiehend. 

“Tf the ships-oF-war are quiet, E shall be quict, but I de- 
claie solemnly, that if they mako a puctext of my presence 
to file on the town, the first house set in flameg by their guns 
shall be the funeral pilo of some of their best friends. But, 
I believe, sir, the inhabitants may rest in gecurity on this 
subject. J am convinced, and every man who considers a 
moment must be convineed, that the destruction of: tho 
sea-port towns would, if possiblo, be a severer stroke to 
the Ministry, and thei: instruments, than to the inhabitants 
themselves, Tho sen-port towns are the only holds they 
havo in America ; they ara considered as tho pledges of ser- 
vitude ; the menacing destruction to them may, indeed, be of 
admirnble use, but the real destruction of them must extin« 
guish all hopes of success. 

* fn compliance, sir, with your request, I shall only cary 
with mo into town a forco just strong enough to securo it 
against nny designs of the enemy, until it shall pleaso the 
Continental Congress to tako measures for its permanent 
secmitys Tho main body | shall leavo on the western 
fiontiers of Connecticut, according to your directions. I 
hope, sir, and persuade myself, that the Committee and ins 
habitants can havo no objection to this plan. Lf Mr. Zryon 
and the Captains of tho ships-of-war aro to prescribe what 
numbers are, and what numbors are not to enter the town, 
they aro absolute dictators to all intents and purposes. The 
condition is too humiliating for freeman to put up with,” 

“You tnko pains to assure mo, sir, that your Congress 
and Committco are not loss zenlous in the cause of Amert- 
can liberty, than any representative body on the Continent, 
T give you my word, sir, that this assuranco was unnecessary, 
T am not one of those who have entertained a bad opinion 
of the viitue of New-York, or made it my business to 
asperso them ; on the contrary, I have condemned loudly 
the illiberal, impolitick, and unjust reflections I have heard 
frequontly thrown out. alate not have taken tho libarty 
of troubling you with the opinion, good or bad, which an 
unimportant individual like myself may entertain of so re~ 
spectablo n body as your Committeo or Congress, had not 
this particular paragiaph of your letter thrown the tempta- 
tion in my way, 

“Tam, sir, your most obedient and devoted servant, 

“ Cranves Lex. 


“To Peter. B. Livingston, Esq., Chairman of the Com- 
mitice of Safety.” 
Sho. P. M., Dic Moiomil, January 24, 1776, 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment, 
Present: Mr. Joseph Idallett, Chairman, Mr. Stoii, 
Colonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, My. Lredwell, Mr, 
Sands, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Clarke, 


e Adraft of a Letter to Colonel Joseph Drate, request- 


ing him to endeavour to find out the persons concerned in 
spiking up the Cannon beyond King’s Bridge, was read 
and approved of, and is in*the words following, to wit: 
In Gommittes of Sufoty, Now-York, January Rha, 

Sm: William Lownsberry purchnsed a pareol of ios, 
and had them earried up to your County in a boat; the 
boatman delivered them to his son, We have good reason 
to believe they were used to spike up the canton in your 
County. Lownsberry declares that they are not in his 
house, but refuses to tell where they are. And Hajns, 
who met our party of horsemen, told Lownsberry, in their 
presence, that he met hifn going towards the cannon, hes! 
yond‘the Bridge, in company with three other persons, Fast 


Wednesday night. This Lownsberry denies. We request 
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you to cause the son of Lownsberry to be apprehended, 
and examined before some Committee, or membeis of your 
Committee; and that you cause Purdy, the blacksmith, and 
all other suspicious persons in that part of your County, to 
be critically examined, and endeavour to have such disco- 
vories made as to find out and fix on all tho persons who 
were concerned in spiking up the cannon beyond and near 
King’s Bridge ; and secuie all such persons against whom 
you shall obtain evidence, and send to us all the informa- 
tion that may be obtained in the promisos, 
We are, respectfully, sir, your humble servants, 
By order of the Committee. 


To Colonel Joseph Drake, New- Rochelle. 


Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 


Joseph French, Wsq., of Jamaica, attended this Com- 
mittee, and informed that he had been told that a citation 
had issued for him to uppear before this Committee, and 
that he had engaged to Colonel Heard to attend ; and Mr. 
ok requesttd to now if there was any charge against 

im, 

Thereupon, a Certificate was given to Mr. French, in 
words following, to wits 

Joseph French, Eisq., attended on this Committee, and 
informs that he has engaged to Colonel JTeard to attend this 
Committee. This is to ceitify, that this Committee hath 
not issuad any citation for Mr. Jrench, and that no evi- 
donce has been offered to this Committee, nor to the Pio- 
vincial Congress, against Mr. Jrench. But as the case of 
the inhabitants of Queen’s County is not before us, but 
before the Continental Congress, this cortificate is not to 
be understood to interfere with any directions Colonel Leard 
may have from the Continental Congress, or from any 
other person under their authority. 


Messrs, James Reid, Robert Leonard, Francis Cun- 
ningham, John Burns, and Fyancis Dominick, all of the 
City of New-York, personally appeared before tho Com- 
mittee, and chil jointly and severally for Lawrence 
Hartwick, that the said Lawrence Hartwick will, from 
time to time, personally appear before the Provincial Con- 
gress of this Colony, or this Committes of Safety, when 
thereunto requested, and in the mean time that the said 
Lawrence Hartwick will domean himself peaceably, and 
he of good behaviour towards all the fijends of liberty in 
this city, and not do any aat contrary to the measures di- 
reoted ly the Continental Congress, or the Provincial Con- 
gross, or the Committee of Safety of this Colony. 

Ordered, That the said Lawrence Hartwicle be dis- 
charged, and it is recommended to all friends of liberty, 
that the said Lawrence Ha twick be not molested in his 
person or property, while he complies with tho above-men- 
tionod engagements, 


The Committee took into consideration the subject of 
the second matier mentioned to thom this morning by tho 
sub-Commitiee of this city, and after consideration thereof, 
this Committee do hereby appoint Captain William Mer- 
éler to superintond and inspect the lading of all such Ves- 
sels, as shall ludo in this port; and, 

Ordered, That Captain Mercier be empowered, and he 
is hereby empowered, to inspect all permits to Vessels to 
Indo in this port, and see that all such Vessels lade only 
agveeable to the resolves of the Continental Congress, and 
with such matters or produce only, as may be agreeable to 
the said resolves, and their permits from the Provincial 
Congress, and Committee of Safety of this Colony; and, 
from time to time, to report to this Committee, or the Pro-* 
“vincial Congress of this Colony, what Vessels are lading, 

* New-York, Janumy 24, 1776.—Gentieman: I undoistund, by a 
citation Mr, Jay produced at Jamaica, thet I wm to appear bofoie the 
Proyinoial Congioss, to answor some complaints allogad against mo, 
LT now acquaint you that I am ready in waiting, to answer any thing laid 
to my olinrge, and should have dono it bofoto, had ait citation como to 
my hand, If, gonUlomen, you aro not roady to hoa. mo, I should bo 
tush obliged to you if you would give mo o fow linos, which I may 
produce ta Calonol Heard, as a proof of my having waited upon you, 
and that I may return homo, as I have, for this month pnst, boon you 
much indisposod, and am so still, T shalt be rondy and willing at any 
timo to wait upon you, to answor tho charge allegod against mo. 

Lam, gentlomon, your most obliged, humble sarvant, 

. . Josep Frenxoiw, 
'J'o the Honourable Provincial Congross, New-York, 
NB. Lhave obligated myself to Colonel Heard to wait upon you, 


* 
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or shall have Iaded, and with what particular commodities, 
and by what authority. 

And whereas, this Committee of Safety have nutho- 
rized Colonel McDougall to have Carringes made for Cun- 
non, in order to prevent any impositions on the publick, by 
any peison employed in making the same, 

Ordered, That Captain Mercier be appointed, and he 
is horeby appointed to superintend the making of those 
Cariiages, so as to see that they are inade of good timber, 
and that the iron work be well made, and to seo it weigh- 
ed, and to take every other necessary caution to prevent 
any imposition on the publick in that business; and, 

Ordered and agreed, That Captain Mercier be allow- 
ed twenty Dollars per month, as pay, while continued in 
this, and the service of inspecting the lading of Vessels in 
this poit. 

Ordered, That the Secretmics prepare and certify copies 
of all the Resolves and Letters this day received fiom the 
Continental Congress, and forward the same to Major-Ge- 
noral Schuyler, to-morrow motning, by post. 

Dio Jovis, 10 ho. A. M,, January 25, 1776, 

The Committea met pusuant to adjournment. 

Present: Mr. Joseph Hallett, Chauman, Colonel Afe- 
Dougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Sead, Mr. Brewster, Mr, 
Tredwell, Mr. Clarice, Mr. Sands, 

Francis Lewis, Bsq., came into the Committee of Sale~ 
ty, and informed them that the schooner Success, Jonathan 
Bowne, Master, was laded by his order on Continental 
Account, and requested a permit for herto sail ; thereupon, 
a Certificate was given to Colonel McDougall in the words 
following, to wit: 

The schooner Success, whereof Jonathan Bowne is 
Master, being laded on Continental account, by order and 
under the direction of some of the Continental Delegates, 
is hereby permitted to sail to soa, 

Philip Livingston, Esq., John Alsop, Esq., snd Frans 
cis Lewis, ¥sq., came into the Committee of Salety, an 
delivered in their respective Accounts of the time they have 
attended Continental Congress, And My, Philip Living- 
ston, also, delivered in the Account of John Jay, Msq. 
The said Accounts wero deliyored to Colonel Brasher to 
bo audited. 

On reading the Resolve of Congress for paymont of the 
Delogates of this Colony, aro of opinion that they are not 
authorized, nor their Auditors authorized, to audit or order 
payment to any of the Delegates while at their places of 
abode, respectively, though then employed in the service 
of the Continent, and by order of Continental Congress, 

A certain Jonathan Booth attended at the door, and 
complained to some members of tho Committee that a 
drove of cattle, which he was driving to New-York mar 
ket, was detained by the Commitico of Bedford, in pur- 
suanco of an oidor of the Committee of Bedford, Pownd- 
ridge, and Salem, and the snid order of the Committee of 
Bedford, Potndridge, and Salem, being printed in Holes 
nowspaper, was read and (nken into consideration; there~ 
upon, this Committee came to a Resolution in the words 
following, to wit: 

Whereas, by a publication in Mr, ZZolt’s newspaper, 
(the New-York Journal,) of the 25th of January, 1776, 
dated at Poundridge, the 10th of the same month, it is pur- 
ported that the Committee of Observation for the untied 
Town of Bedford and Precincts of Poundridge and Sa~ 
lem, in Westchester County, concoiving that bad conse- 
quences do arise to this distressed County from supplying 
the markets at New-Yor%, on supposition that the com-~ 
mon enemy may by that means be furnished with Provi- 
sions, have 

“Resolved, That from and afier the date thereof, tho said 
Committee do thereby strictly forbid any of tho Inhabi- 
tants of the said Town and Precincts, directly or indirect] 
to carry, or cause to be carried, by land or water, Proviy 
sionf of any kind to the said mailct, and do thereby directs 
the Minute-Men and all others that me friends t9,thbig 
country, to do their utmost to stop all drovers of Fat; Cat- 
tle, Sheep, [Iogs, Poultry, or any other Provisions what-, 
soever, and from being drove or cwried throngh either said 
Town or Precinct for the purpose aforesaid; without leave- 
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of the satd Committee, on tho ponalty of being deemed 
enemies to their country.” 

And whereas, this Committee not doubting the good in- 
tentions of the said Committee met at Poundridge, do, 
noverthcless, conceive that the suid Resolve has a mani- 
fest tendency to distress (in the article of Provisions) the 
inhabitants of this City, and other friends to liberty, whose 
business may call them hither, 

Resolved, therefore, That it is the opinion of this Com- 
mittes that no Committee of any City, Borough, Town, or 
Precinct in this Colony, ought to prevent any such sup- 
plies of Provisions to this City, as aforesaid, unless they 
shall have due proof that such supplies aie intended to be 
furnished to persons engaged in service against the liber- 
ties of Amertca, nor, in such case, any longer than until 
such Committees, respectively, shall, in cases where such 
proof shall have been made, have duly certified this Com- 
mittea or tha Provincial Congress thereof, and until order 
shall have been made thereon by this Committee or the 
Provincial Congross. 

Ordered, That a certified copy of this Order be deli- 
verad to tha said Jonathan Booth. 

An Ordeily-Sergeant of Major De Ilart, having called 
on a member to be informed if the Muskets engaged to 
Lord Stirting aio ready, the Committee conceive that, as 
tho Colony aie to raise several Regiments, in pursuanco of 
tho ordats of Congross received yesterday, that it is their 
duty to request Lord Stirling to be 1ulensad from tho en- 
gagement of this Colony as to those Arms. ‘Thereupon, 
adraft ofa Lotter to Lord Stirling was read and approvod 
of, and is in the words following, to wit: 

In Committoo of Safety, Now-York, January 25, 1776, 

My Loxn: Sinco tho last communication betwoon your 
Lordship and us, concerning the arms we undertook tosup- 
ply you with for the troops under your command, we have 
orders from Congress to raiso four now battalions, besides 
ono which we before that tine wero under orders to raise. 
Wo are, also, informed that thero avo still thirty stand of 
pablick aras in the town of Newark, which aro not appro- 
priated (o the uso,of your troops, and there may -be others 
in tha samo situation in other parts of your Colony; and 
we conceive it a hardship to be obliged to forward a de- 
partment of service out of our Colony, by supplying thoso 
arms which we intended for you, which, with many more, 
will be wanted for equipping our own battalions, 0 can 
assure you, my Lord, with the greatest truth, that we aro 
totally at a loss how to supply our new levies with arms, 
without taking them from our Militia, which nothing but 
the most urgent necessity will justify, as by that means the 
dofence of this important post will ho woalcenod, 

_ We, therefore, ournestly request you to roleasa ug from 
gur former ongagements to you, and ave, my Lord, most 
respect(ully, your Lordship’s obedient, humblo sorvants. 
a1 By order of the Committee. 


To the Right Honourable the Earl of Stirling, 


" Ordered, That a copy thereof be ongrossod and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted by Major De Lari’s 
Ordorly-Sergeant, = 
nae Dio Joyis, dto ho, P. M., January 25, 1776, 
“Lhe Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Mr. Joseph Hallett, Chairman, Colonel Afc- 
Dougall, Mr. Scott, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Brewster, Mr, 
Tredwell, Mr. Clarke. 


The Committee being of opinion that prudence and care 
of this Colony, and of the Capital and inhabitants thereof, 
reauives that a proper person fs keptat the look, to keep 

look-out if any Reet, or tiansports or ships-of-war should 

@ approaching this Colony, and having, on considering that 
mnattar yesterday, thought it best to prevent jealousy 
among the pilots, and to give diflerent persons among them 
a chance of eaming a subsistenco in the present timos of 
difficulty, agreed to employ Samuel Isleton (who wags re- 
commended for that purpose) in the plice of Witiam 
Dobbs. ; 
_ Samuel Isleton attending by request, recolved his instruc- 
tions. Te is directed to take:the pilot-boat and oars late- 
Lal pane by this Committee, with four men to row her, 
and ptocéed'to the Hook and stay thore, and diligently look- 
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out for one week, if no fleet, or transpoits, or ships-of-war, 
appear sooner. If any appear, ho is to give the most im- 
medinte notice to this Committee. 

Samuel Isleton is to have ten Shillings per day, and 
James Burns, Robert Bennet, John Besly, and William 
Mullinger, his Oarsmen, are to have eight Shillings per 
day, cach, and they are to find themselves all necessaries 
and beur their own expenses, 

The Committee took into consideration the necessity this 
Colony will be under of having a quantity of heavy Can- 
non, and that there is not, at present, any Furnace largo 
enough and fitted to the purpose ; that it will be vastly 
more expensive to have heavy Cannon brought from Phe- 
ladelphia, than to have a Furnace made for the purpose, 
besides the advantage of establishing a work of that kind 
in the Colony, and of supplying the vessels building in this 
Colony for the Continental service, ahd the neighbouring 
Colonies. . 

After some time spent therein, thoy are of opinion that, 
considering tho nature of the ore, and thornadvantages of 
transportation, such a work may most probably be offgcted 
by Robert Livingston, sq. 

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to Robert Livingston, 
Esq., was read and approved of, and is in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit: 

In Committeo of Snfoly, New-York, January 26, 1776, 

Sin: In all probability this Colony will stand in noed of 
a number of heavy ordnanco (from twenty-five to filly 
hundvod weight) for its defence. On casting about for a 
place best caloulated for orecting a foundry, yours appears 
to be the most proper. 

Yon will please to take this matter into immediate con- 
sideration, and inform us, ag soon as possible, whothor you 
can propare your furnace for casting such cannon and shot, 
ns, also, the terms on which you would undertake to cast 
thom, and when you will ba rondy for expediting this bu« 
sinoss, 

Aswe are informod tho Continental Congress have undor 
consideration an estimate of the ordnance necossary for tha 


defence of tho different Colonies, we are desirous of boing: 


piopared with the terms on which they may bo manufnc- 
tured, and of preserving to our Colony the credit and ad- 
vantage of sugh a manufactory, 
We earnosily requost your most speedy answer, and are, 
mast respectfully, sit, your mostobediont, humble servants, 
By order. 
To Colonel Robert Livingston, at Calender Ilouse, Ma- 
nor Livingston. 


Ordered, That a copy thoreof be engrossed and signed 
by tho Chairman, and transmitted. 


The Committee spout ue residue of tha evoning in con. 
sidering tho Resolves and Letters received yestuday from 
the Continental Congross, 


Dio Vonotis, 10 ho. A. My, January 26, 1776, - 
The Committee mat pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Mr. Joseph Hallett, Chairman, Colonel Me- 
Dougall, Colona! Brasher, Mr. Tredwell, My, Brewster, 
Mr. Clarke, 


No other Members appeared, whereby the Committee: 
could not proceed to any active business, and spent the 
whole morning in considering the Resolves of Continental 
Congress, and forming an extract of them for Regulations 
fr" Recruiting Officers, and considering of propar persons 
for Officers in the four Battalions ordered to be raised in 
this Colony. 


8 ho. P.M, Dio Vonoris, January 26, 1776, 

Tho Committoe mot pursuant to adjournment, 

Presont; Mr. Joseph Lallett, Chairman, Mr. Scott, Colv 
onel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Tvedwelly Mo 
Brewster, Mr. Clarke. Mr. Sands came iy hall-past 
seven o'clock. 

Tho Committea resumed tho consideration of the Re« 
solves and Letters received fiom the Continental Congress 
on the subject of raising ‘Croops. After some time spent* 
therein, the Committee sent for Colonel Lasher, to know 
his sentiments on a declaration Intely made by him-to-ond. 
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of the members, that if any more troops were raised, the 
Battalion now under his command would, in general, be 
very desitous to be taken into the publick seivice and pay. 

After a short conference with Colonel Lasher, and 
delivering to him a copy of the Resolves of Congress for 
raising four Battalions for the defence of this Colony, he 
was desired to confer with the officers of his Battalion, und 
report the result thereof to this Committee. 

This Committee conceiving that the spcediest method of 
fixing on proper Officers for the four Regiments to be raised 
in this Colony, and of being informed of the number of men 
that may probubly be inlisted in cach County, is to write 
to the County Committee of the respective Counties in this 
Colony, 

Thereupon a draft of a Letter for that purpose was read 
and approved off and is in the words following, to wit: 


Geyrtemey: By resolves of the honourable the Conti- 
nental Congress lately come to hand, this Colony is to raise 
four regiments, in Continental pay, for the defence of the 
Golony, We Conceive that the troops will be most speed- 
ily raised by having proper officers taken from different 
Counties where there aie proper men who will inlist. 

We, therefore, request you, with all possible despatch, to 
inform the Provincial Congress, or this Committee, of the 
numbor of men which you have good reason to believe may 
be speedily raised and armed in your County; and at the 
same time, that you, with the advice of as many of the 
Deputies of your County to the Provincial Congiess as 
may conveniently be obtained, recominend soveral propor 
persons for Captains, Lieutenants, aud Ensigns, who will 
be most likely to raisc the mon, We request, in all casos 
where it can conveniently he done, that you recommend 
tivo proper persons for euch office, that the Provincial 
Congress may have an opportunity to choose tho one they 
think best qualified. 

We ave, respectfully, gentlemen, your very humble 
servants. 

By order of the Committea, 

Ordered, That copies thereof be engrossed and signed 
‘hy the Chairman, and ono copy directed to each County 
Commiltee. 

‘Instructions for inlisting the Troops directed by the Cou- 
tinental Congress (o be raised in this Colony, were read 
and agroodl to, and are in the words following, to wit: 

Committco of Satoty, Now-York, Jutiwary 27, 1776, 
Mnstructions to the Colonels and other Officers for Inlist- 

_ ment of’ Four New Battalions tn the Continental Ser- 

vice, for the defence of the Colony of Nuw-Youx, 

‘Whereas, in order to the rogalar inlistment of (he Troops 
intonded to bo raised for the Continontal service, it was re~ 
solved jn Continental Congress on the 17th instant, to wit: 

That the Colonels of the soveral Battalions ordered to 
be raised, do immediately order their oflicers on recruiting 
service to such parts whare they are bost known, and have 
the greatest probability of success, 

«That the recruiting officers ought to be careful to in- 
list none but healthy, sound, and able-bodied men, not under 
sixteen yoars of age. 

“That the Colonels of the several Battalions, aforesaid, 
appojnt some jee or plages, of rondezyous to which the 
recruits’ may be sent, and where the Battalions may be 
quartered. : 

“That the greatest attention ought to be paid to the be- 
haviour of the woops in quarters, that they may give no 
reasonable cause of complaint. 

+ €Plint the quarters of the troops be duly 
every week, 

‘That an allowance of ten slrillings per man be made to 
the recruiting officers, in liew of their expenses in recruit- 
ing, exclusive of the subsistence money allowed them, and 
that in case any men he inlisted contrary to the foregoing 
regulations, the pay they may have received, and the sub- 
sistenge mqney that may be paid for them, shall be stop- 
ped from the pay of such recruiting officer. 

«That no bought, indented servants be employed on 
board the Fleet or in the Army of the United Colonies, 
without the consent of their masters.” 


And whereas the Continental Congress, on the 19th-of 
January, instadt, F 


discharged once’ 
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“ Resolved, That four Battalions be raised in the Calo~ 
ny of Now-York, for the defence of that Colony, upon the 
same pay with those directed to be raised in the Provinee 
of Pennsylvania, and that they be stationed as the Com- 
manding Officer of the New- York, Department shall think 
best, to garrison the several forts in that Province, frora’ 
Crown-Point to the southward, and to prevent depeda- 
tions upon Long-Istand, and to promote the safety of the 
whole.” 

The Pay and other Regulations of which said Pennsy?- 
vania Troops, and the said four Battalions, are established 
by the Continental Congress, as follows, to wit: 

«That each battalion consist of eight companies, cach 
company of one Captain, two Lieutenants, one Ensign, 
four Sergeants, four Corporals, one Drum, one Fife, and 
seventy-six Privates. The pay as follows; Colonel, 50 
dollars per catendar month ; Lieutcnant-Colonel, 40 dollars ; 
Major, 834 dollas; Captain, 263 dollars per calendar 
month ; Lieutenants, 18 dollars ; Ensign, 184 dollars; Ser-" 
geant, 8 dollars ; Corporal, Drum and Irife, 74 dollars 5 Pri- 
vates 5 dollars. 

“Staff of Battalion: Ono Adjutant, 184 dollais; one 
Quartermaster, 184 dollars; one Chaplain, 20 dollars; one 
Surgeon, 25 dollars, 

The privates liable to be discharged nt any time, on al~ 
lowing thom one month’s pay extraordinary, 

« That each of the privates be allowed, instead of a boun 
ty, a felt hat, a pair of yarn stockings, and a pair of shoes 3 
they to find their own arms, : 

The men also to be furnished with a bunting-shirt, not 
exceeding in value one and one-thid of a dollar, and a 
Se el it can be procwed, but not to bo made 
apart of the terms of inlistment. Every man who fare 
nishes himself with a good new blanket, to be allowed 
therefor two dollars, and have liberty to take it away at 
the end of the campaign, ; 

‘Hach Captain, or othor commissioned officer, while in 
the recruiting service, or on their march fo join the batta- 
lion, shall be allowed two and two-thirds dollars per week 
for their subsistence ; and the men who inlist while in 
quarters, before they join their battalion, one dollar por 
week, and when on their march to join their battalion, one 
and one-third dollar per week. 

That a ration consist of the following kinds and quanti 
ties of Provision, viz : a 

One pound of beef, or three-quarters of a pound of pork, 
or one pound of salt fish per day, One pound of bread or, 
flour per day ; three pints of peas or Leans, per weok, or 
vegetables equivalent, at one dollar per bushel for pens or’ 
benns; one pint of milk per man, per day, or at the rate 
of 1-72 parts of a dollar; one quart of spruce beer or cider, 
per man, per day, or nine gallons of molasses per one hun- 
dred men, per week; half a pint of rice, or one pint of 
Jndian moal per man, por week ; three pounds of candles 
to one hundred men, per week, for guards; twenty-four 
pounds solt, or eight pounds hard soap, for one bundred 
mon, per week, Men in barracks to bo provided with 
crocus, and stiaw for bedding, fire-wood and iron ots, 

© For their march or campaign : A chinp-kettle for every 
six men, and a canteen for gach man, Arms and acoou~ 
trements for the men, viz: each a good gun and bayonet, 
ioe townahawk, knapsack or haversack, and two 
bills. 

* Colours, drums, fifes, and a pitching axe, for every ten 
men, and intrenching tools, to be provided at tho publiokt 
expense.” ; 

Ordered, That the Secretaries get three hutidred vapies 
of the said Instructions printed, with all possible despateh. 

David Barclay, at the door, was admitted. He deli- 
vered a Letter from Colonel Joseph Drake, by order o 
some of tha members of the’Committee of that County, 
which was read and filed, and is in the words following, to 


mite “ Now-Rovhello, Junuary 26, 1770; * 
“ Guwrnemen: Agrecable to your directions, whidh 

received twelve o'clock, Jast night, I went with d Hu 

of the members of the Committee of this County : 
others, in search of the persons named inygiriletter "but 
haye not had the good fortune to Gnd thebs.*- Tha’ neigh~- 
hours inform us that Lownsberry’sgon_and Joseph Purdy 
are both in town; the fitst went déwst by Jond, the latter 
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by water, in Floods ont. Villian Arnsirong and Wil- 
Ham Sutton, both of Mamaroneck, ave both suspicious par 
sons, and also in town. We imagine they, with the two 
former, are thore to bear what transpires from Lownsberry, 
in order to fly on board the man-of-war if suspected, To 
prevent their having information from this quarter, we send 
this, with all haste, by Mr. Barclay, that you may tako 
such steps as you may think best. 

“We shall use our utmost endeavours to find out tho 
aiders and abetters of so diabolical piece of work, and are, 
gentlemen, your very humble servants, 


“ ne 
By order: “Josnru Draxe, 


To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety for the 
Colony of New-York.” 


Thereupon an Order was made in che words following, 
to wit: 

Infomation being recciver by lotter, hom Westchester, 
that Isuae Purdy, William Armstrong, William Sutton, 
and James Lownsberry, son of Filliam Lownsberry, ave 
all in this city, and aie persons suspected of being con- 
cerned in apikbg up tho Cannon beyond King’s Bridge, 
in Westchester County, 

Ordered, That the said Isaae Purdy, William Arm- 
strong, William Sutton, and James Lownsberry, son of 
FPilliam Lownsberry, be apprehended and kept in safo 
custody, until they are, respectively, brought before this 
Committee, to be examined, or the further order of this 
Committee; and, 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall cause this order to 
be daly executed. 

Mr. Sends, who is managing the lading of the sloop 
Sally, requested a permit, ‘Thereupon a permit was given 
t6 him, in the words following, to wit: 

Mr, Comfort Sands is permitted to load the sloop Sadly, 
Willeie Dodge, Master, for tho /Vest-Indies, with Nour, 
pork, hams, and bread, 


Dio Sabbatt, January 27, 1770. 

The Cammittoo met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present ; Mr, Scott, cola McDougall, Mr, Brewster, 
Mr, Tredawell, Mr. Clarice. 

Mr, Joseph Hallett, the Chairman, much ba eerie is 
udable to attend, and Mr. Sands forwarding the ading of 
the sloop Sally. 

The Members of the Committee prosent concoive it their 
duty to pay some attention to the intvoduction of General 
Lice into this city, as a Continental General, and they are 
also of opinion that it will be politick. 

It was Ordered, That Captain Leary be requested to 
cause his Company of Light-Hotse to hold theniselves in 
roacliness to ride out to meot General Lee, und attond him 
fo this oily. 

John Flood, the boatman, at roquost, attended, and boing 
examined, says, that soon after ho camo to town, Oliver 
Roosevelt prossed him to go to sea Lownsderry; that he 
went with Roosovelt, and Joseph Purdy went with him ; 
that Lownsberry asked Josep Purdy to go to Alamaro- 
neck to bring down the files, and insisted on his going, 
‘Chat the examinant was unwilling to spare Purdy, and Pur- 
fa not appear inclined to go, That William Sutton, 

ownsberty, Armstrong, and James Vincent, who assisted 
hin as a boatman, went up with him in his boat last wip. 
That Lowasberry went ashora at Frog’s Point. That 
he, the said examinant, afterwards delivered all the things 
Lownsberry left on board, to his sén, James Lowns- 
berry, That he does not recollect that he knew that 
Lownsberry had any files on boad. That the examinant 
iherother day, told Lownsberry he had used him unkindly 
16 Britig him into question, and asked him if ho had car- 
ried u Ah as in his boat. That Lownsberry said yes, but 
that he believed that he (Flood) did not know it. ‘That 
he, thé examinant, left Joseph Purdy at the Barracks whon 
he left Lownaberry « That Joseph Purdy afterwards in- 
formed him that Lownsberry told itn the files were either 
at aac Gedney's shop, or nt Flaod’s store-honse, he did 
not know which. That his son had taken them from the 
boat, and he did not know at which of those places he bad 
left thom. . 

soerh Purdy says that he was doya ‘at New-York be- 
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tweon threo and four weeks ago; that he does not ramem- 
her who wore passengers in the boat at the time; that 
Lownsberry was not on board; that ho went with Lood 
to see FVilliam Lownsberry ; that John Ifood acoused him 
with having carried up the files in his boat; that Leovwns- 
berry said Purdy could go ond bring tho files back 5 that 
Lownsberry whispered to him that the files wero cither at 
Tlood's store-houso or in Isaae Gidney’s shop; that if he 
went up he could find then; that he is n snith by trade; 
that Nicholas Morrell, reputed a Tory, is intimate with 
Lownsberiy; that he is not in debt a single copper ta 
Lownsberry ; that Lownsberry did speak to him to make 
skeens for a cait, or to do other worl; that Isaac Gid- 
ney is reputed a Tory; that he has heard that Lowns- 
berry bas made himself very busy in publick matters. 

TFilliam Sutton says, that FVilliam Lownsberry is re- 
puted a Tory, and said to be warm qn that side; that he 
doos not know who ave his most intimate friegds now 3 that 
when last in town he came down with cattle. Never heard 
him say any thing abont the filos;"has heard him disap- 
prove of the present measures, and think thm wrong ; that 
Isaac Gidney has been very much opposed to the Ameri- 
can mensures, but, of late, is moro quiet ; that Gidney lives 
about a mile from Jownsberry. That he heard from a 
neighbour that one Strang, who was travelling in dis- 
guise, fist mentioned the cannon being spiked in his 
neighbourhood. ‘Chat Strang is of vory indifforent chg- 
racter, and much in debt. 

William Armsivong says, that he lives on Ftye--Neck, 
went up with Lownsberry, lutoly, in Flood’s boat ; Lowns« 
berry had a handkerchief on board; went on shore with 
Lownsberry and Sutton, at Frog’s Point; left Lowns- 
berry at Captain Browne’s; that Lownsberry never took 
an active part in the present troubles, disapproves of the 
piesont American measures, lives a milo and a half fiom 
tho examinant. That tho examinant docs not know who 
is intimate with Lownsberry, 

Joseph Purdy, William Sutton, and TPilliam Armstrong, 
were respectively, and separately discharged, os thoy wero 
oxamnined, 


Lieutenant Jacob Fright, of the Company of Minuto- 
Men in Jamaica, on Nassat-Island, caine into tha Com- 
mittee. He agreed with them to make two hundred Cay- 
touch-Boxes and Poychos, and belts of the best sort; cach 
of the cnrtouch-boxestoshave holes for twenty-three cav-, 
tidges, to be made of godt leather, cqittl to the pattern 
given to him. ‘Tho belts to have a convenience for car~ 
rying a sword. Tho price of tho entonch-box and bolt 
to be sixteon shillings, cach, and ho is (o haya them ready 
in throe weeks. 


_ 


Dis Lunw, 10 ho, A. M,, January 29, L776, 

‘Tho following Members met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Mr. Srott, Colonel MeDongall, Mr. Ured. 
tell, Colonel Brasher, My, Brewster, My, Clarke, Mr, 
Sands. 

Mr. Sands informed the Committes, that tho sloop Sally 
is roady to snil; and roquested a permit for Hilleie dS 
Master of the snitl sloop, to go on board of the ships Asi 
and Phenia, 

Theroupon, a Certificate was given to him, in the words 
following, to wit: : 

In Committoo of Snfaty, Now. York, January 29, 1776, 

Permit Wilkie Dodge, Master of the sloop Sally, to go 
on beard of both His Majesty’s ships in the hathour of 
New- York, 

TWilliam Allen, cordwainer, attended, and informed tho 
Committee, that agreeable to thoir pormission, ha had heen 
on board of the ship Asta, that the Captain desired him 
to make twenty or thirty pair of shoes, and bring them on 
board, and informed him he should want an hundred pair. 
The said Milliam Allen was told he might make those 
shoes, and take them ou board, 

A Lettor from a sub-Committeo of tho Committee of 
Westchester, dated tho 26th instant, was road and filed, and 
is in tho words following, to wit: 


( 


«January 26,1776,» 


e 
“A sub-Committee of the Committes of Safety for the, 
County of Fesichester, met at the house of James Belo, 


. 


e 
& 


1085 


New- Rochelle, to wit: Abraham Guion, Esq., Colonel Jo- 
seph Drake, Stephen Ward, Jose Lunt, Lenry BR. Mire, 
Theophilus Bartow. 

“John Gidney, of New-Rochelle, yeoman, sworn, and 
examined ; saith, that on ednesday, (one day last week,) 
Wiliam Lownsberry was wt his house a little before sun- 
set; went away, and returned again late at night, he sup- 
posed about nine or ten o'clock, in company with one 
Joshua Gidney, son of Isaac Gidney, of Rye, and four 
othors unknown to him, the deponent, and that they went 
from his house, he know not where, but returned about a 
little before daylight the next morning. 

“John Hains, of the samo place, yeoman, sworn; saith, 
that on Wednesday, the 17th instant, he saw the said Wil- 
liam Lownsberry, at the house of John Gidney, of New- 
Rochelle, tavern-keeper, a little before sunset; he saw 
him go away towards Mamaronecie; the deponent saith, 
he afterwardsgthe same night, about nine or ten o’clock, 
met the suid Wiliam Lownsberry, with five other men, all 
on foot, in New-Rochelle aforesaid, going towards New- 
York ; they all appeared to have handkerchiefs about their 
heads, and belts round their waists, over their coats. 

“Gentlemen, we, also, examined several others, but 
could not discover any thing from them of any conse- 
quence. We, also, despatched a company of men in quest 
of Joshunt Gidney, but could not find him; but we belicvo 
we shall be able to give somo account of bim before many 
hous, John Gidney has promised to appear before your 
honourable Mouse, if called for, 

Wo ara, gentlemen, your humble servants. 

By order of the sub-Committee: 
“Josprnm Drake. 
“To the Cliairman of the Committee of Safety for tho 
Colony of Now-York,” 


A Letter from the said sub-Committes of Westchester 
County, dated the 27th instant, was read and filed, and is 
in the words following, to wit: 

” “ Now-Rochollo, January 27, 1776, 

 Genrtemcn: Wasend you herewith under safe guard, 
the person of Joshua Gidney, whom we mentioned in our 
letter to you yesterday, which we doubt not you have re- 
ceived. Ho has passed through an éxamination by us, but 
will not give us the Joast information about tife people that 
were with him and Lownsberry, at the house of John Gid- 
ney, though he acknowlodgés that he was there with Lowns- 
berry, We think him anilly, rota his evasive answors and 
obstinacy. ‘Though we should be sorry that any person 
should suffer innocently, through our channel, yet we think 
he deserves to suffer, at loast what he must in being convoy- 
ed to you, and probably a great deal moro; for he said to 
us onee, that he did not choose to discover his companions ; 
he did not chooso to bring trouble on his neighbows. It 
ig noedless to recite what has passed in every particular; 
theroforo subscribe ourselves, your very humble servants, 

“Josevm Draxe, 
« Tuworninus Barrow, 
“ Henry R. Myer, 

\ “ Annas Gurion. 


“Yo the Chairman of the Commitiee of Safety for the 
Colony of New-York, 


Ordered, That Joshua Gidney be brought before the 
Committee in the afternoon, to be examined, 

A Letter from Lord Stirling, dated on the 28th instant, 
relating to one hundred stand of Arms, and other matters, « 
was read, and filed, and is in the words following, to wit; 

a Blizabethtown, January 28, 1776, 

“Sim: L received your letter of the 26th, respecting the 
ono, hundred stand of arms, which you were to have sup- 
plied me with, 1 shall lay the letter before the Continen- 
tal Congress, nnd the Convention which meets this week 
at Brunswick, in hopes that some other means may bo 
taken for providing an equal number. A certain ship is 
lately arrived here with stores, some of which may, per- 
haps, be of use to the publick service, under your direo- 
tion; 1, therefore, subjoin a list of her cargo, in order that 

ou may know whether any parf of it will be useful for 
that purpose. The ship is about one hundred feet long on . 
the main deck, and will commodiously carry twenty six 
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and ten three-pounders, Ff, R. is well worthy of your 
confidence. w 
“T have the honour to be, your most humble servarit, 
“Srmmuina, 
“To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety at Now- 
York,” 


107 chaldrons of Coal ; 100 butts Porter, marked Cal- 
vert; 225 bags Boans; 156 sacks Potatoes; 10 casks of 
Sour-Kvout ; 80 Hogs; 85 cmpty Puncheons, for water.” 


Dio Luno, 3 ho, P, M., Januniy 29, 1776, 
The Committee mei pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Colonel Ale Dougall, Mr, Scott, Mx, Tredwell, 
Mr. Brewster, My. Clarke. 


Joshua Gidney, who was ordered to be brought down to 
be examined, was brought in before the Committce and 
examined, 

Joshua Gidney says that he lives at the hither end of 
Rye-Neck. Being asked where he was on last Wednesday 
night a week, says he does not remember 3 that he wasin 
company with Mr. William Lownsberry, a day ortwo before 
he was apprehended ; that he neither knows who spiked 
the cannon, and was not concerned in it, Being asked how 
he spent last ednesday night a week, to wit, the night of 
Wednesday the — instant, and whore, he refused to answor 
or discover; at Jength anssweied, that is nothing to cause; 
he was asked if be was with Lownsberry that night; he was 
frequently asked, but gave no answer; after a long time 
answered, he was with him one night, but does not know 
what night; was then asked at what time of the night, and 
at what place he was with him; aftor frequent asking, was 
silent; boing asked if he was st John Gidney’s house lately, 
in tho night, with Lownsderry, answered yes, but doos not 
know in what night; being asked who, also, was with him; 
after frequent asking, was silent, and did not answer ; being 
asked where he was towards day that night, was silent} 
being asked if he has any estate, says yos, about five hun- 
dred pounds ; ho was iopeatedly told not to accuse himeglf, 
but to answer as to all other persons; being asked if he 
was at John Gidney’s about duy-breaking, was entirely si 
Jent; being asked who was with him at John Gidney’s, is 
silent; being asked whether he is under any oath to keep 
secrot, says he is not ; was charged not to accuse himself, or 
any innocent man; on appealing to God for his innocence, 
was asked if he would appeal io God that he dogs not know 
who was at John Giidney’s with him, refused to answer. 
He was frequently assmed of the protection of the Come 
mittea, and other protection that should be necessary if 
answered truly and frankly tho quostions asked of him. 


Ordered, That Joshua Giduey be manacled and shackled 
hands and feet, and kept in snfo and secure custody, at the 
Upper Barracks, until the further order of this Committee, 
and in the interim that no person be suffered to speak to 
him, hut in the presence of the officer of tha guard, and 
that no letter or paper writings bo permitted to pass be- 
tweon the said Joshua Gidacy and any other person, or 

ersons, whomsoever, and thathe be denied the use of pen, 
ink and paper; and, 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall seo that this order 
be duly executed. 

Colonel Lasher attending, informed the Committee, or 
Members present, that the greater part of his corps of Offi- 
cois have agreed that it will not suit them to go into the 
Continental service on the tems offered, . 


William Lownsberry oxamined, says that he and Joshua 
Gidney, and others, went to disarm thecannon with sledges ; 
that when thoy came to a house near the cannon, they 
heard people at work at them; that thoy waited some time, 
heard them at work, and turning them, as they judged hy 
tho noise; that when he came to the guns, he found them 
spiked, and the touch-holes tumed downwards ; that when 
he and the others went up towards the cannon, the med. 
wenteoff; that he called to them, but they went off down,8, 
hill towards the blacksmith’s, and then into the road,.and;, 
towards King’s Bridge ; that there was light in the gmith’s 
kitchen; that the people who went with him ad,caps on 5 
that Giduey was concerned in the design, and went with 
him with the design to disarm the capnep with,sledges ; 
that he had the filos bought with design to spike up the 
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jeatinon j that he is uncertain whether he, or Joshua Gid- 
+" nay, tat concerted the design of disarming the cannon ; that 
be does not know the othev persons who went with him; 
that they were in Mamaroneck, on the tond 3 that they were 
at Joh Gidney’s about (on o'clock that night, and at day- 
Jight, as they returned; that be and Joshua Gidney had 
spoken and conferied on tho subject; that Joshia Gidney 
spoke to the other peo of the eat y; that two of those 
persong were Josiah Burrell and Villiam Hains; that he 
is not certain, but that he believes the two others wera (ho 
song of James Hains; that they had caps on; he had the 
capo of his coat about his head ; that the light was at Mal- 
entine’s kitchen, and about one or two o’clock in the morn- 
ing; that he was not put on this scheme by any person ; 
that he and his party had two sledges with them ; that they 
got one sledge out of Eandereau's shop, and the other out 
‘of Guion’s shop, at New-Rochelle ; that some of the com- 
jpany went and got the sledges; that Jandereau's was 
faken without the consent of the owner; that he diopped 
” the design of spiking the guns, because he found it would 
i troublesome, and thought the other would do as well ; 
that he spoke to Isaac Gidney to worl the files, and make 
the spikes, but he said it would be a great deal of trouble, 
and declined it; that there were five or six persons who 
went off from the guns; that this was on last Wednesday 
night was a week, a very cold night, so cold that men could 
not stand longer than half, or three-quarters of an hour in 
His opinion; chat he intended to disarm tha guns, that the 
communication between the country and city might be kept 
open, . 
Ptoskid Gidney, called in again to be examined, and 
uskod how many sledgos his party ind? At first did not 
answer, and then said he did not do the fact, After some 
time, confessed that he went from John Gidney’s, with a 
party, towards the cannon near alentine’s, with a paity who 
designed to render them useloss, Came there and found 
men at work at them; that there were two or three of his 
party went up towards the cannon, and the paity wont off 
to the westward from tho cannon; that then he and his 
party came to the cannon, and found them spiked ; that he 
heard of the scheme of disayming the cannon of Josiah 
Burrell, who came down to the man-of-war; that the first 
peison he ever heard speak of 1endcring the cannon useless, 
was Willian Lownsberry, and, altorwards, Josiah Bur- 
rell spoke to him about it, and other peoplo also. That 
Josiah Burrell lives at Rye-Neck. "Uhat Josiah Burrell 
went on board of a ship to the Governour, and said ho spoke 
to the Governow, who said it must be done, to render 
thoso cannon useless; that Lownsberry, afterwards, told 
him the same, and, ho believed, spoke to the Governour, 
also; that Jeaae @idney also spoko to bim about having 
the cannon destiayod ; that Lownsborry and FVilliam Sut 
ion, Esq., spoke about disarming the cannon; that Ts- 
wire Sul/on seemed to bo fond af it; that this is since 
Suiéon went home to appear before the Committee, That 
William Lownsberry was the first person ha ever heard 
propose the disabling them with sledges; that this was soon 
alter Godfrey Hains cams home fiom on board of the 
mon-of-war; that Burrell told him he had had conversa- 
tion with the Governour, and that he advised disabling the 
cannon; that he heard Lownsberry had been on bomd of 
the Governour’s ae about a week before this affair hap- 
pened; that Isane Gidney informed him of this; and that 
th overnout advised him to destroy the cannon, and said 
it would save the city and preyen| its being burned down; 
that Burrell and Lownsberry told him, if it was done, they 


would be well paid for it, ‘That there were six personsin , 


his party to the cannon, to wit: William Lownsberry, 
Minself, Josiak Burrell, William Hains, James Tains, 
Jun.,,and Thomas Hains, That one sledge was taken 
alt ofa shop gt Flandereaw’s, and John Gidney borrowed 
ihe’olhey sledge of G@uion, a blacksmith; that they found 
the ehnon' near Valentine's spiked up; that he carriod 
spikes a part of the At Rede he recsived of Lownsberry 
to carry; that it is his opinion that Isace Gidney mada 
them ; that Iseac Gidney und Joseph Pudy iad be&n at 
work at night, and they gavo him a bag with iron, and said, 
here is something for Hillam Lowns erry; that he gave 
it'to Lownsbervy, and he assisted Lovbsberry to carr 

them; that when they came to 4 patcel of guns on the 
hilt near Valentine’s, they found five ox ‘six'ion at work 

“3 , at eo 
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thore, and the guns spiked up. That they returned and 
apilted those at FMilliams’s; that William Hains, and James 
Tigh, Jun., spiked them; that there were upwards of 
fifty spiked thero; that he believes Milam Lownsberry 
had the management and direction of thoir party, and that 
he was called their General. ‘That when they came to a 
little house near Palentine’s, they heard propio at work; 
that when he and his party cnmo noar Valentine’s, there 
was light; that thor party at work at the guns left them, 
and came towards King’s Bridge, and possed by him, 
walking very fast and close together; that he did not be- 
fore know that any party but his own wore engagad to 
spike up the cannon; that he supposes they live in that 
neighbourhood. That he bolieves the bag of spikes he 
recoived were made in Jsane Gidney’s shop; that Isaae 
Gidney and Joseph Purdy went in there to work ono eva- 
ning, and the next evening they wey brought ont of the 
shop and delivered to him, near Isaac Gidngy’s shop, a lit- 
ilo time before he and his pnity sot off to go to the cannon. 
That tho party who left tho cannon near Valentine's, were 
in dark coloured clothes; that he thinks fhey were coun- 
trymen of their County 3 and that William Lownsberry said 
he believed he knew one of them, ‘That he bolieves it 
was, and took it to be, the same bag which he received of 
Isaae Gidney and Joseph Purdy, which they brought wiih 
them to the capnon; that he received it a little before they 
set off (o the cannon; that it was a violent, cold night; that 
Burrell assisted to turn aver the cannon ; that Lownsderry 
had a hand-spike; that he assisted to turn over some of 
thom ; that ibay concluded it would make too much noise 
if they struck on the arms, to disarm them and break off 
tho trunnions, and, therefore, spiked them. 

William Lownsberry, boing again called in and exa- 
mined, says, the last timo ho saw Govormour Tryon, was 
afior now-year ; that the fist time he saw Govornour Tryon, 
was on board of Suiton’s sloop ; that he went to soe Sufton, 
and the Governour came thera; that in January, when ho 
came down with cattle, he went on board of the Govern- 
ou’s ship ; went to seo how things were; any the Altor 
ney-Gonoral there; that he had not any conversation about 
spiking up tho cannon ; thut he does not romember that ha 
told any person that he had had a conversation with tho 
Governour about the cannon; that he was not concerned 
in spiking ug aid cannon, Deing askod how many can+ 
non his party apiked up, ho wag silont. At length, said, 
the guns at MW2lliams’s woie spileod up; that Joana Gd. 
ney and Josiah Burrell went down to spika up tho dans 
non, ond, as he understood, they found so many eitnnon 
they bad not spikes enough ; that Joshua Gidney told him 
so; that he had no hand in gotting the spikes made, and 
doos not know who mado thon; that he does not know 
who brought the spikes ; that on the day beforo tho spikin 
the cannon, Burrell spoke to him about, and said he had 
mind to have it done, and that ho, tho examinant, told him, 
that bo did not think any smith in the County would maka 
tho spikes; that when he roceived the spikos, he did not 
know who mado thems that bo understood then, that all 
tho guns at /¥illiams’s were spiked ; that Gidney and the 
Hains’s spiked the cannon at Milliame’s, and that he nssisted 
in urning them. That he had not any business on board 
of the Govornour’s ship; did not go to sell beef, and wont 
alone. i 

Ordercd, That the said Prisoners be recommitied to the 
Barracks. That the order as to tho confinement of Joshug 
Gidnoy, bo mitigated as to his being manneléd ard fettoted 
in the day. 


The Committee are of opinion, unanimoysly, that Jo- 
stah Burrell, William Hains, James Hains, Jun., and 
Thomas Hains, the persons who assisted to spike the Can- 
non at Filliams’s, and Isaac Gidney and Joseph Purdy, 
the smiths who made the Spikes, ought to be apprehended 
and brought before the Committee. And that Palentine, 
and all the men in his family, should be oxamined, in order, 
if possible, to discover the persons concerned in spiking 
the Cannon at Valentine’s, : 


Thereupon a draft of a Lettar to Colonel Joseph Drake, 
requesting him to apprehend the first paity above-named, 
and a draft of a Letter to the Officer of the Gund, at the 
Bridge, were respectively yead and approved, and are, res 


peotively, in the words following, to wit: he sot gutta 
; stpoaued x 
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In Committe of Safoty, Now. York, January 29, 1776. 


Str: We have obtained evidence against Josiah Bur- 
rell, Milliam Hains, James Leins, Jun., Thomas Lains, 
soa, ol James Hains,) Isaac Gidney, (he blacksmith, and 

oseph Purdy, that they have been concerned in spiking 
up the cannon near PVilliams’s. 

Woe request you to have all those persons apprehended, 
and sent here under a proper guard, We send you this 
by express, to prevent delay, or any of them having a 
longer opportunity to escape. 

Woe ave, respectfully, sit, your most obedient servants. 

By order of the Committee. 


To Colonel Joseph Drake. 


Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted by Sampson Dyckman, 
as an express, 7 

A deaft of g Letter to the Officer of the Guard ut the 
Cannon, at King’s Bridge, was read and approved of, and 
is in the words following, to wit: 


Sin: You are hereby :equested to apprehend Isaac Va- 
lontine, the blacksmith, with his servant or journeyman, 
and all the men which belong to his family, and send them 
down to this Committee to be examined. Endeavour to 
have them prevented from having any conversation with 
each other after they ate apprehended, or on the way to 
New-York. 

We are, respectfully, sir, your very humble servants. 

By order of the Committe, 
To the Oficer commanding the Guard at the Cannon, near 

King’s Bridge. 

Ordered, That a copy thoreof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted by Sampson Dyckeman, 


Dio Matis, 10 ho, A, M,, January 90, 1776. 

The Committeo met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Colonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr, 
Tredwell, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Sands, Mr. Clarke, 

George Shannon was brought before the Committea 
with a number of Proclanutions, and Papers, and Pamph- 
lots, which, he says, ho received of Govermour Zryon, Ue 
says he lives at Dover, in Dutchess County; that a horse 
was stolen from one Joss, in Dutchess County; that they 
came to took for the horse; that the Governour gave him 
thy Pamphlets, and King’s Speech and Proclamation, to 
take to the country. 

eee eee ae e Rose, That they were in pursuit 
of a thief who stole a horse; that they supposed the thief 
was on board of the mon-of-war; that the thief stole 
exen and sold them, and went off to New-York; that 
a horse of his brather is since stole, they suppose by the 
same thief; that thoy came to search after the horse and 
thiol; supposed that the thief was on board the King’s ships; 
that they asked if there was any harm to goon board, and 
was informed theie was nots that they went on board, and 
waited till they had an opportunity to see the Governour 
and inquire if he know any person who had come on board 
of his or the other ships, who had stole a horse; that hoe 
did not receive any papers of the Governour; that Govern- 
our Tryon inquired how the people stood affected in the 
Connty where he lived. That he is to bear the expanse 
of Shannon. 

John Buchanan and Nicholas Carmer were examined, 
Thereupon, the said George Shannon and Ross wero dis- 
charged, and their papers redelivered to them, 

‘Captain John Sands, from Cow-Neck, informed the 
Committee that Jacob Mott, who had made his submission 
to this Committee af Safety, and been restored, was taken 
into custody and detainad by Colonel LTeard, and is now 
under bonds of five hundred Pounds, and his arms demand- 
ed. The Committea are of opinion that it is not good 
policy to use those severities to Jacob Mott, unless ho has 
misbchaved since his restoration. 

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to Colonel [eard was 
read, and approved of, and is in the words following, to 
wit: 


In Committco of Safoty, Noty-York, Janunry 30, 1776, 


Sin: Jacob Mott, of Queen’s County, who, by the re- 
solves of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, was ad- 


Founru Serms,—Vot. rv. 
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vertisod, and put out of protection, made his subtnission to 
this Committee, acknowledged his contiition for his past 
conduct, and engaged to behave amicably to the causa of 
his county. Whereupon, he was publickly restored to 
his former standing, during his good behaviour. * 

We have not the least information that the said Jacob 
Mott bas, by any means, forfeited the protection of his 
country, or swerved fiam his engagements, since his re- 
storation, In our opinion, sound policy dictates the most 
tender treatment of a :eformed penitent. 

We are informed that the said Jucob Mott has been in 
custody, and is under bonds to you. We sequest, sit, that 
the said Jacob Mott may be released, and permitted to re- 
tain his arms, unless you should Gnd that he has forfeited 
his late engagements, and that the suid Jacob Mott may 
be treated with as much Ienity as you, in your prudence, 
may conceive to be consistent with your dity and instrac+ 
tions, with which we would by no means be thought to 
interfere, in any article whatever. 

We are, respectfully, sir, your most obedient servants. 


To Colonel Heard. 


Ordered, That a copy thereof bo engrossed, and car- 
ried to the Chaiman, to be read and signed, and tians~ 
mitied by Captain Join Sands, 


Sho. P. M., Jonuary 30, 1776, 


Present: Colonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr 
Browster, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Clarke, Mr, Sands. ' 


A Letter fiom Jonathan Blake, conimanding the Gan- 
nou Guard beyand King’s Bridge, was read and filed, and 
is in the words following, to wit: 

Pho Guard at tho Liborty.Pole, January 29, 1776, 

“Guneinmen: According to your desie, 1 have sent 
down Mr, Valentine and son, and joumayman, under 

ward of soven men, and should be glad of @ sinall vein- 
forcement, as the duty of the men is very had, on aecount 
of their numbers, 

“Jam, with the greatest respect, your humble servant, 

“Jonatian Boars. 


“To Joseph Hallett, Esc, Chairman of the Committee 
of Safety, New-York,’ 


Ordered, That all the said persons bo biought before 
this Committee for examination, 


Tsaae Valentine, being brought before the Committee ‘to 
be examined, says, that ho lives in Westchustex County ; 
that the guns Jie about four hundied or five hundred yards 
fiom his house, in a field; that he does not know whether 
his son, or servant, was at home on last (ednesday night 
awoek; that, on a Sunday, his brother, who lives near 
the guns, informed him that, if he had been at bis house 
Jast night, he would have heard musick, and informed him 
that he heard the guns avery now and then ting, somatines 
at ona end of the parcel of guns, and sometimes at the 
other; that ho knows /Villiam Lownsberry; did not see 
him, or Joshua Gidney, at his honso that night; does not 
know who spiked the guns; that John Williams onme, 
down to his house, and informed him that the guns at H7I- 
fams's were spiked up} that, at bis request, they went to 
the guns in his field, and found them spiked, 

William Dickin: Says he isan Englishman; lives with 
Tsaae Valentine; was at home on Jast Fednesday night a 
week; had not a light at one or-two o’clock, that night; 
that he sleeps in the old house, now called the kitehen ; tling 
ho thinks Mr. Valenéine’s son was at home that night j: 

did not see any persons come in there late; that his young: 
master says a diover cume to their house, and first told him: 
the guns at MVillams’s were spiked up. 

Teaac Palentino, Jun.: That he has not signed the Asso-. 
ciation, but is hearty in the cause of his country ; does not 
know William Lownsberry; has seen Joshug Gidney but 
once, to his knowledge ; was at home last ednesday night 
aweel ; doos not know what light was in the heuse ; knows+ 
nothing about spiking up the guns; that the guns are fo? 
hundied and fiky yards fiom his father’s. hopse; that 
chover, fiom New-England, first told him, in qn evenings 
that the guns were spiked; that, next morning, Jon Ail 
Hams cane down, and informed bjs father that the ghns* 
near his house weie spiked; that they, went and found 
them spiked, 
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Dio Moreurii, 10 ho. A. M., Junuary 31, 1776, 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Mr. Joseph Ladlett, Chairman, Colonel Me- 
Dougall, Mr. Scott, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Brewster, Mr. 
Tredwell, Mr. Sands, Mr, Clarke, 

A’ Letter fiom Colonel James MeClaughry, of Little- 
Britain, Ulster County, dated 23d instant, was read and 
filed, and js in the words following, to wit: 

« Little-Biitain, Januury 23, 1776, 

“Gnwrtunnn; I received a letter from the honomable 
the Provincial Congress, bearing dato the 16th October 
last, relative to fixing a place of rendezvous for the regi- 
ment under my command, in case of an alarm; in conse- 
quence of which, I called together all the officers of my 
regiment, and have fixed the place of our rendezvous at 
New- Windsor, but find, on examination, that it is impossi- 
sbla the men can appear properly equipped, for want of 
Wosmunition ; therefore, request that a small magazine be 
forinad at the place of rendezvous, under the direction of 
such persons as you shall judge proper. 

“Tam, gentlemen, with much esteem, your most obe- 
dient and very humble servant, 

“ James McCuavaury. 


“To the Committee of Safety for the Province of New- 
' York, in New-York, 
P. S, Should have answered the honourable Congress 
sooner of this matter, but did notieccive their frvour until 
the 24th ultimo,” 


' A Latta from Judah Harlow, of tho 26th instant, cover- 
ing a Receipt or Certificate from Captain Daniel Den- 
tort, lato Captain in the Third Regiment of tho Netw- York 
Troops, and also the said Reacipt or Certificate, certifying 
that the late Company of tho said Daniel Denton had 
eaten three bundred and fifteen meals of victuals at the said 
Judah Harlow’s, for which he had not been paid, weie read, 

A Letter from Moses Gale, of tha 27th instant, coyer- 
ing a Certificate of Daniel Denton, luto Captain of the 
Third Regiment, dated 26th of August last, and also tho 
said Ceitificate, certifying that the late Company of the 
suid Daniel Denton had eaten one hundyed and sixty-four 
menls of victuals at the houso of the said Aloses Gale, for 
which he had not been paid, were read, - 

The Committee are of opinion that, consistent with their 
late Resolution, and Letter to their Delegates, they ought 
not now to take up their time with, or intetfoie in, Ac- 
counts, The Committee further conceive that they ac 
not auihotizod by any Resolve of Continental or Provineinl 
Congress to pay for billeting, at one shilling per meal, and 
therefore ordeted that the said Letters and Certificates bo 
toturned to the ownors by Mr, Brewster. 

My. Nicholas Low applied for a Pormit to lade tho 
Brigantine New-York, on account of Mr, Isaac Gover- 
eur. Thereupon, a Permit was dolivered to him, in the 
words following, ta wit: 

» «Ty Gommittes of Bafety, Now-York, Sonunry 31, 1776, 

The Brigantine New- Yorte, Captain John TPalkcer, Mas- 
ter, is heieby permitted to Jade at this port with Provi- 
sions and Lumber, 

A Lettor from the Delegates of this Colony at the Con- 
t}nental Congress was road and filed, and is in the words 

Gllpwing, to wits 
7 : Philadelphia, January 27, 1776, 

 Gentoesen: The Congress this day received a letter’ 

from Geneial Lee, apprising us of his intended march into 
New-York, in obedience to ordois fiom General Wash- 
ington, favouring us, at the same time, with o copy of your 
Te (ler to him on this subject. 
Mt As we perceived it was General Tee's intention imme- 
didtely’ to proceed to your city, and that you thonght such 
a measure dangérous to the lives of the inhabitants, and in 
other bespeois uhseasonable, we thought it our daty to 
apply for a Camiittes of Congress to examine juto tho 
expediency of the expedition, and to givo such direations 
as, upon constiltihg you tnd- tie Gencal, might Appear 
most prudent and advisable, 

“ Colonel Harrison, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. Allen, ara ins 
trusted with this important business, a choice which we 
approve, having the highest sentiments:of} their humanity, 
patriotism, and judgment, We are woll satisfied that every: 
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mark of rospoct will bo shown to them by your body, as 
woll as by individuals, not only on account of thai great 
merit, but bocauso tho omploymout in which they aro now 
ongaged immediately regards the safety and piosorvation 
of the Capital of our own Colony. 

# We acknowledge the reeoipt of your favour, this day, 
sospecting the scheme of protecting the navigation by 
ciuisers, at the Continental exponso, When you are mado 
acquainted that this and other Colonios have engaged in a 
similar plan, at their own Provincial chaigo, you will per+ 
esive the proposition to bu attended with difticulty as pro- 
ceoding from us, ‘The deputation from Congiess will, 
however, give you an opportunity of representing tha pros 
priety of such a measure, as calculated to prevent the sups 
ply of provisions to the flect and army employed for tho 
cnslaving these Colonies, and the necessity of stationing 
some of the Continental cruisers in tho places you may 
suggost. This will biing on the inquiry where such ves 
sels can most conveniently bo had, and your purposes may 
be answered very eflectually, as wo arg confident that 
every thing which they recommend will hayo the groatest 
weight with che Congress, ’ 

“The several mattcis communicated in your letter by 
Mr, foster will be answered by that gentleman, when he 
retuing, which will not be till the beginning of noxt waek, 

“ We havo tho honour to bo, with great respect, gontle- 
men, your most obedient, humble servants, 

«Janus Duann, 
OWyonsam Phoxp, 
“Tinney Wisxun. 
To the Honouabla Committeo of Safety, New- York,” 

A Letter fiom TPilfiam oyd and Uenry Wisner, Visq., 
two of the Delegates at Congress, was also tend and filed, 
and is in the words following, to wit: 

“ Pluladolphia, January 27, 1776, 

“Gunereann: Wo send you by favour of the Commit- 
tee who aro going to New- York, twelvo thousand five hun« 
drod dollais, for the raising a regiment destined for Canada; 
the other is for Mr, Lewis, from tho Marine Committee ; 
which be ea to deliver to him, and you will oblige 


your vory humblo servants, “Winuras Frovn 
a LOYD, 
“}innay Wisner, 
“To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Safety, New- Yori, 
“P,S, Also, one hundred* and twenty-nine and foure 
: : , » Lewis.? 
tenths dollars, to be disposed of by Mr. Jervis, 


Ordored, That Mr, Scott and Colonel McDougall ba 
a Committoo to wait on the honourable Committes of the 
Continontal Congress, and inform them that this Commit. 
teo ig rondy to wait on thom, to confer with them it such 
time and place as they may plense to appoint. y 

Messrs, Scott and MeDougall voturned, and informod 
this Committoo, that the eee fiom tha Continental 
Congress roquest a copy of Genoral Laces Lottor, aa soon 
as possible ; and that as soon ne they shall have heard fiom 
Gonoral Lee, thoy will inform this Committeo of tho tne 
and placo to confer with them. Mossre. Scodé and Mo 
Dougall further informed the Committeo, that Philip Liv. 
ingston, ae is ready to take care of the money brought 
for Francis Lewis, Esq., avd has divoctions from Mr, Lewis 
for that purposo. . 

Thereupon, Ordered, That Petor VP. B. Livingston, 
Esq., a3 Treasurer of tho Provincial Congress of this Co-, 
lony, or his Deputy, wait on Colonel Harrison, Mr, Lynch, 


eand Mr. Allen, the Commitice.from the honournble Con- 


tinental Congress, and reecive from them twolve thousand 
five hundred dollais, sent from Continental Congress, for the 
Regiment to be raised for‘tho sorvice in Canada, and give 
those gentlomen a receipt for tho same, 

And Ordered, further, That the snid Treasurer, or bis 
Deputy, recvive of those gentlemen the furthar sym of one 
hundred and twenty-nine and four-tenths dollars, and pay, 
the same to Philip Favingston, Fesq., on account of Frans 
cis Lewis, Eisq., and tako Mv. Livingston's receipt for the 
same. 

And Ordered, That the Scerctaries furnish a copy of 
General Lee’s Letier to*the Committee of Congress, with 
all pasgible despatch, i fi 
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house of John Williams, and also those noar King’s Bridge, 
removed to the larger parcel at Valontine’s, so as to have 
them all bought together, for the greater convenience of 
guarding thein, and drilling out the spikes. The Comimit- 
tee agrees with Mr. Alen, to allow him twenty shillings 
a piece for cleating, and anspiking the Cannon beyond 
King’s Bridge, and removing the Cannon from John Hil- 
Gams’s to the larger parcel, and Mr. Allen agroed to 10- 
maye those Guns, and clear and unspike the whole, at 
twenty shillings each. Mi, Allen is also requested to 
remove the Guns, at or near King’s Bridge, to the larger 
pereel, at_as little expense as possible, for which he is to 

e@ paid the expense, And Mr, Allen is further directed, 
not to clear or unspike any Gun but such as, when cleared, 
will be fit for use. 


Colonel Lasher delivered in 2 Memorandum of such 
Officers in his Regiment as are willing to go into the Cou- 
tinental sei vice, which was read and filed, 

Colonel Lasher was informed that a Committee of the 
honourable thegContinental Congress aie come to this 
elty, on a service relating to this city and Colony only ; 
that it would be a requisite honour to them to station a 
guard, of at least two sentinels, at their door in the day, 
and a sergeant’s guard to attend there, as a guard, every 
night. 

A’ Memorial of Ercderick Uartell, setting forth his for- 
mer rank and services in the Aimy; offering his services, 
and requesting a commission of not inferior rank to that in 
which he had Jormerly served, was road and filed. 

A. Memorial of John Tilley, offering bis service as a 
Captain in the Continental seivice, was rend and filod. 

Ordered, That the Memorandum delivered in by Col- 
oneal Lasher, and the Memorials of Frederick Hartell and 
John Wylley, vemuin on file, to be taken up again whon 
an arrangement of Officers may be forming, for Officers of 
the Regiments to be raised in this Colony for the Conti- 
nental service, 


3 ho. P. M., January 31, 1776. 

Tho Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Presont: Mr. Joseph [Hallett, Chairman, Colonel Mc~ 
Dougall, Mr. Scott, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Brewster, Colonel 
Brashor, Mr. Clarke, My. Sanela, ° 

A Return of an alection of the Officas of a Company of 
Militia, signed by Arthur Paris, Chairman of a Committee 
in Hanover Precinot, was read aud filed. The Officers 
thereby returned are James Milligan, Captain; John Tim. 
ter, First Lieutenant; Matthew ILunier, Second Lieute- 
nant; and Rodent Burns, Ensign, 


« Ordered, That Commissions issue for those gentlomen, 
according to the Return. 

James Lattin, a Lioutenant in ono of tha Minute-Com- 
panies in Ulster County, who dolivered in the above-men- 
tioned Return, fnformed the Committee that William Good- 

ton, the Ensign of the Minute-Company, af which ho is 

jeutenant, had unfortunately last his Commission, and ear- 
nay requested that another Commission might be given 
to him, 

‘Ordered, That the Secretaries make out another Com- 
mission for Ensign William Goodgion, of the same date and 
tenor as his former Commission. 

Whereas, the Provincial Congress of this Colony ap- 
pointed Messrs, Jacobus Van Zandt, Jahn Panderdil, and 
Comfort Sands, to load certain Vessels on Provincial ac- 
dount, and despatch them in order to obtain aiticles neces+ 
snty for the defence of the Colonies; and Mr. John Pan. 
derbilt having undertaken, and ngarly completed, the load- 
ing of one of the said Vessels, so that sho will be speedily 
rendy to sail, informs the Committee that he has advanced 
a ‘large sury of money, and stands in need of cash, as well 
to relmburse the cash he has already advanced, as tocom- 
plete the Jading of the said Vessel, and requests an order 
on the Treasurer for one thousand cight hundred Pounds 
on account. 

Thereupon, Ordered, That Peter /. B. Livingston, 
Bsq., a8 ‘Ceasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Co- 
loy, advance to Mr, Join Vanderbilt the sum of one 
thousand eight hundred Pounds, on account, and take Mr, 
Vanderbill’s receipt for the same. 
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A draft of a Lotter to the Delegates of this Colony at 
Continental Congress, was read and approved of, and is in 
the words following, to wit: 

In Committoe of Safety, Now-York, January 31, 1776. 

Gryriemen: We have to ackuowledge the receipt of 
your favour, by the Committee of the Continental Gon- 
gress, who me ariived in this city. You may be assured 
of our readiness to pay them that attention which is due to 
them, both in oflica and peison. We havo ordeed our 
Treasurer to receive of them the money which they had 
in charge to deliyer to us; that part of it which is destined 
for raising the battalion intended for the Canada service, 
we shall despatch, under proper care, and without delay, 
to General Schuyler. The battalion must, for the most 
evident reasons, be raised in the northern quarter; and 
for the same reasons, the money must be there lodged. 
Lest General Schuyler should not have been furnished with 
the resolves of Congress on the subject of that battalion, 
we have long sinco transmitted copies to him. Tho other 
small sum we shall tnke care to have handed to the Ma- 
rine Depattment, 

The people of Richmond have been, so far, compliant, as 
will be seen by the enclosed papers. We mean not, nor 
do wo suppose our Congiess will deternvine on thei, casey 
which is now before the Continental Congtess. We intend 
only to state to that respectable body tho case ag it vow 
stands, and, on this head, would only add, that the {ntor dict 
now operates against them, and that protetly their Depu-, 
ties will not bo 1eceived by our Congress, till the sense of 
tho Continental Congress can be hud on the subject, which 
wo beg to be furnished with as soon as possible, 

Wo beg leave to renow your attention to the want of a 
Paymaster at this post, about which we wiote to you at 
least thee weeks aga, We find incon vaniences ines ease upon 
ug daily, fom our being obliged to go into that doputment 
of seivico, which gives us more pain fiom a consideration 
that we may, forwant of duo information, ei, than trom an 
vawillingness to do business that docs not properly fall to 
our lot. : 

Wo are gentlemen, respectfully, your very humble sat 
vants. 

By order of the Commitee. 

To the New-York Delegates in Continental Congress, 


Ordered, That 0 copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted by post, 

A draft of a Letter to General Schuyler was vedd and: 
approved of, and is in the words following, to wit: * 

In Conmiltoo of Safety, Now-York, January $1, 1776, 

Sir: We had the honour, sometime since, of transmit. , 
ting to you a resolve of Congtess, for reducing the batta- 
lions now in Canada to two, and for raising 9 new battalion 
for the Canada servico, under the command of Colonel Van 
Schaick. This regiment must, for the most evident reasons, 
be raised in the northern quarter; and we flatter ourselves 
you will look to the appointment of the officers, for whom we 
shall, without delay, make out the necessary comumissians, 
he which we are possessed of blanks,) as soon ns you will. 

favour us with a roll for that purpose. 1 

We have recuivad from Congyess twelve thousand five 
hundred dollais, to be omployed in reeruiting Mr, Van 
Schaick’s Regiment. The same reasons which show the 
necessily of raising it in your country, points out to us the 
propriety of sending to you the money allotted far .that 
service, We accordingly send it to you by Messis. Joseph, . 

Jadwin and Gilbert Giles, We bug you will take tho ne~ 
cessavy receipt in duplicate, and transmit one to us. 

We must beg leave to remind you of the inconvenience * 
arising from the want of a Paymaster at this post. We can- 
not, as well from a regard to our own ease, as an attention 
to the safety and despatch of publick business, any lounger, . 
engage in the discharge of a duty in which, for want of pro-, 
per information, we may er, and which is totally wwithoug, 
our department. ’ My aay : 

Weé are, sir, respectfully, your most boliont, and very, * 
humble servants. ee ne 

By order of the Committee. thingie? Ns ve 
To Major-General Schuyler. pare Fetes 


Ordered, That a copy thereof bg gngrossed, and signed: . 


fg noosa 
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Dio Jovis, 10 ho, A. Mz, Fobruary 1, 1776. 
" rhe Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Mr. Joseph Hallett, Chairman, Col. Brasher, 
Mr. Scott, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Clarke, 
Mr, Sands, Mr. Tredwell. 

_ A Letter from Jonathan Blafee, an officer of the guard 
at the Cannon beyond King’s Bridge, was road and filed, 
and isin the words following, to wit: 

 Vond-Quunitera, in Wostehoxtor, January 31, 1776, 

“Sin: Colonel Drake having delivered Joseph Purdy 
Jato our custody, I take this early opportunity of sending 
him to New-York, under a proper guard, whieh I bope will 
meet with your approbation, I remain, sir, your humblo 
servant, Jonatian Bias.” 

Ondered, That the said Joseph Purdy be brought im- 
modiately before this Committee, to be examined, 

Joseph Purdy examined; says he was going to Mama- 
roneck ; that Isaac Gidney asked him to stop; that ho stop- 
ped about two hours; that he was in the shop; that Isaac 
Gidney was making something of steel, which he said was 
hntchel-teath; that they wore as larga as pipo-stales, or 
larger, like those now shown to him; that he assisted to 
make some ; that it was in the latter part of the afteinoon ; 
that he does not know who they were for; that he docs 
not know that he was not there next day, or next eve- 
ning; that @édnoy did not tell him who the spikes were 
for; that ho drew the tecth out sharp; that he thought 
thoy were finished ; that Laae Gidney pat the teeth ina 
hag, in the shop, and they went down together to Mama- 
roneck; that le does not know Jsace Gidney’s business to 
Mamaroneck ; that 0 cordwainer from Hestehestar was at 
Flood’s, one that runaway on account of Weyman’s boat ; 
and Joseph Todd was there; that he did not over hear any 
conversation about the cannon, until he head they were 
apiked; that the spikes weie in a (wo-bushel bag, and he 
supposes there wero eight or nine pounds weight in it; 
that he did not then suspect what the spikes were design- 
ed for, but did afterwards suspect that they were designed 
to spike up the cannon, 

rdered, That the said Joseph Purdy be sent to the 
Guoyd-Houso, at tho Upper Barracks, and that he be pro- 
ventod from speaking to any person, of teceiving, or giving 
out any paper writings whatever, or having the uso of pen, 
ink or, paper. 

Colonel Watarbury, of Connecticut, being at the door, 
was introduced, Ie dolivered a Letter fiom his Excelloncy 
General Washington; and Colone) Waterbury informed the 
Committee, that tho gendemen who are a Committee of 
the honourable Continental Congress, request that Mr. 
Svote and Colonel MeDougall do wait on thom immed}- 
ately, , Colonel Waterbury withdrew, 

The Lotter ftom Goneral Washington was read and 
filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

Bg “Cambridgo, January 8, 1776, 

"Sin Having undoubted intelligence of the fitting out 
of a flect at Boston, and the ombakation of troops from 
thence, which, from the season of the ycar and other cir. 
cumstances, must be destined for some expedition south of 
this, and having such information as I can tely on, that the 
, inhabitants of Lony-Island, in your Government, (or a 

arial, part of them,) are not only inimical to tho rights 

and liberties of America, but, by their conduct and publick 
professions, have discoyered an apparent inclination to lend 
an helping hand to subjugate their fellow-citizens to Minis 
tetinl tyranny, there is the greatest reason to believe that 
this armament, if not designed immediately against the city 
of New-York, js, nevertheless, intended for Long-Island. 

“1 have, therefore, thought it expedient to despatch 

f) jor- General Lee, with such volunteers as he can quickly 
assetnble on his march, (for 1 have not toaps to spare from 
henco, tif the distanoe and time would admit of it,) in order 
to put the oity of New! Yorkin the best posture of defence 


+ 


the season and circumstances will admit of, 

“To his instructions, which I have desired him te lay 
before you, I shall beg leave to tefer, firmly persuaded that 
your honourable body will give avery assistance in their 
power to facilitate the end of his coming, as there needs 
po other argument than a retrospeotive view of the con- 
dust of the Ministerial tioops in Boston,innd the conse- 
quahees resulting from it, to prove what a fitalatab ittwould 
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give to the interests of America, to suffer the elty of New- 
York to full into the hands af our enemy. 
+ } have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient, hum 


ble servant, « Guonar Wasuiweron, 
“To the Chairman of the Committee of Salety of Netw- 

York.” 

Colonel McDougall and Mr. Seoté wont to wait on and 
confer with the Committee of the Continental Congross.* 
After some time those gentlemen returnad, and reported 
that the said Committee informed them that they were sent 
here by Congress, and that General Lice, with his troops, 
weie coming hero to take measuies, and consult with this 
Committee, for the defence of this city and Colony, and 
not to commence any actual hostilities; that seven hun- 
drod men, of Genctal Lee’s troops, are on their march to 
this city; that part of those troops avill be in town this 
evening, and the others to-moriow; and these gentlemen 
request to know whether this Committee will provide for 
the reception of those troops, and seccivg, them into the 
Barracks, 

Debates ensued on the snid Report and Request, and 
thereupon, 

My, Sands moved, that the Troops now on their march 
fiom Connecticut to this City, shall be stopped in their 
mareh, until this Committes shall confer with the Gm 
mittea of the Continental Congiess on that matter, and 
considor thereof, 

Debates ensued on the said motion, and the question 
being put thereon, it was determined in the negative, in 
manner following, to wit: 

dtor the Negutive. 
My, Scott, 
Mi. Brewator, 
Mr, Olarko, 
Me. Tredwell—d. 

Mr, Seoté then moved, and was seconded, that General 
Lce’s 'Lvoops be admitied to como into tho City of Netw- 
York, and be lodged in tho Barracks, as they cannot be 
otherwise provided for; but, that they come into this City 
upon condition that they be under tho direction of this 
Committee or the Provincial Congress, until a full eonfa- 
renco of this Committee or the Provincial Congress with 
the Committee fiom the Continental Congress, and Majors 
General Lee,‘and until furthor order to be taken thereon, 
with the consent of this Committee or the Provinoial Con- 
gress, or further direction of thé Continental Congress, 

Dabates arose on the said motion, and the question being 
put thereon, it was caiied in the alliimative in manner fol 
owing, to wit: 

Dor the Affirmative, 
Mr, Scott, 
Mr. 'Trodwowy 
Mr, Browator, 
Colonel MoDougall, 
Mr. Clarko-~, 

Ordered, therefore, That Genoral Lieq’s Troops be ad~ 
milted to come into the City of New-York, and bo lodged: 
in the Barracks, as they cannot otherwise be provided for 5 
but that they come into the City exprassly upon condition 
that they be under the direction of this Committeo or the 
Provinein) Congress, until a full conference of this Cam 
mittee or the Provineial Congress, with the Committea 
from the Continental Congress, and Mnjor-General Lice, 
and until further order to be taken thereon, with the con= 
sent of this Committco or the Provincial Congress, or fur- 
ther ditection of tho Continental Congress. 4 


*Notes of the Conference taken in the Commitiee.Chamber, 
* Chanmar —Thut thor answer to tho oidor of tho Commiltes oa. 
onsioned tis sanforenco. Wo (hink it inconvonient that tho troopa 
shoul come in without consent, unk ss under their dhoction. 

Answer —Thal thoy wero sue by Congress to consult with Gonoral 
Lee, and tho Committoo in pirinanca of having rooaived from Gonorat 
Jice a copy of tho Jeter of this Commiltoo; Unt Congross woro hefore 
unnequatated with the mutters that thoy wera gont at tha roqnaat of 
tho Deputica of this Colony; that tho troapa coming into town to night, 
and something about stora wore tha rensouw for sunding them, 

Seott—-We will always oboy the orders of Congrosa, , 

Jet, But tho duty and dignity duo to our constituents forbid tho int. 
fiodnotion of troops without our conasnt, 

Qt. It ia ou duty to guard againat trouble and inconyonionoes. 

Wo aso surprised that troopa should como in ¢ontrary to Gonoral 
Lice’s promizoa, 


Vor the Affirmative, 
Colonot Binsher, 
Colonel MoDougall, 
Mr, Sunds—-3, 


Foy the Negatives 
Colonal Brashor, 
Mr. Banda, 


i 


Wo approhend groat difianl¥es, Gonora} Tee {ndisposod, ae 
Wo cannot trust ovory man al the hoad of troops. ee 
Tyranny from avery quarter is oqval, : 1 OUP 


, 
Tho Committco produced their srodantials, whigh give tho: J 
mea, Q » whigh g wn Che. AO 
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A. Letter fiom Colonel Thomas Palmer, dated 25th in- 
stant, was read und filed, and is in the words following, to 
wit: “ : 

“Nowburgh, January 25, 1776, 

“ Gentienen: The Convention for this County, at their 
lnst session, passed a resolve that no person shall infist an- 
der a Minute-Captain in any other town or preeinct within 
this County, except that in which he resides. What views 
the Convention had in passing this resolve, I know not ; 
but the consequences resulting from it is already too con- 
spicuious to our damage, us it is the only means whereby 
two Minute-Companies, now recruiting, (the one in New- 
Windsor, and the other in Newburgh Precinet,) cannot be 
filled up, as their former mode having been to fill up their 
companies out of the different precincts, in such manner as 
to be nearest their officers, and most compact and handy for 
exercising their men, which, in my opinion, is the most eli- 
gible; and, in that way, the companies which are already rais- 
ed, and whose time wont expire until Spring, were filled up, 
and a consideialde pait of those companies made up out of 
the precincts of New-FPindsor ard Newburgh, so that the 
two companies now recruiting, being under the restriction of 
the said County resolve, cannot obtain a competent nuniber 
of men. And, even suppose we were just now setting out 
to raise Minute-Men under the limits of such a resolution, it 
would be most absurd in its natuie, as the number of the 
Militia are more or less accarding to the exteat and papu- 
Jarity of the town and precinets, and the fourth of the Mi- 
Jitia, in some, may not amount to a company, and, in others, 
more, and, paihups, not quite two companies; so that it is 
absolutely necessary (hat the Minute-Captains may raise 
their companies any where, (at least,) within oue Mulitia- 
Regiment, in which he may reside, 

This affair is likely to make much uneasiness; and had 
this not happened, the companies would eusily been made 
out, without the disagreeable necessity for balloting, ngroe- 
able to your late resalva, which will be a step that many 
begin to grumble at, for, some say, by that means there is 
a compulsion on men who are disaffected to the cause, as 
well as to such other peisons as the circumstances of their 
families, &e., may render it disagreeable to be obliged to 
tarn out; and acts of constraint ought, if possible, to be 
avoided. I must, therefore, beg you will take the premi- 
ses into your immediate consideration; and. Should you be 
of opinion with me, that tho said resolve is attended with 
the consequences aforesaid, that you will be pleased, by a 
resolution of your House, to counteract the same by a line 
to the Chairman of the said Convention, or by some such 
other ways and means as, in your wisdom, you may judge 
best, Lneed not remind you that the resolves of the County 
Conventions and Sub-Committees within this Province, are 
ever subject to your approbation or disapprobation, 

“T beg leave to observe, with the utmost concern, that 
no measures are yet going on for expediting our fortifientions 
at Pooplopen's Point. The river being now fiozen, so 
that the timber for the baviack, which now chiefly lies at 
New-Windsor, may be enried in slods down to Pooplo- 
pen’s Point, which is most necessary, in order for a house 
for labourers, and no better time than the present for col- 
leoting other necessaries back in the woods, and bringing 
them on the spot, in order for the fortification. 

“Tam, gentlemen, with due respect, your most obedient, 


and most humble servant, “Puowas Panamn 


To the Honourable Committee of Safety, New-York,” 


; Dic Jovis, 3 ho. P. M., February 1, 1776, 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

‘Present: Mr. Joseph Iallet’, Chairman, Colonel Me- 
Dougall, Mr, Scott, Colonel Brasher, Mr, Tredwell, Mr. 
Glarke, Mr. Sands, Mr. Brewster. 

“A’ Letter from the Delegates of this Colony at Conti- 
nental Congress, was read and filed, and is in the words 
following, to wit: 


. 


“ Philadelphia, January 30, 1776, 
“Gunrtemun: We had the honour of writing to you 
yesterday by Mr. Lynch. We'now set down to say a 
word or two respecting the case of 
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straint upon expoiting live stock is grounded upon such 
solid reasons, and aypeaied so essential to Congiess, that 
we are persuaded it will bo in vain to ask for a ielaxation 
in this ov any instance. We liaye consulted sone of our 
Congress friends, who are af the same opinion, and have 
satisfied Mr. Woster that it will be to no purpose to maka 
the proposition. 

“ We hope, however, you may think of some method of 
putting it in his power, in another way, to make up his 
losses, which will give us paiticular pleasure, 

The other matters contained in that despatch, we shall 
consider and act upon with all diligence. 

“We have the honour to be, with the gieatest respect, 
gentlemen, your most obedient, humble seivants, 

Janes Doane, 
 Tlenny Wisnrr, 
“ Wruutam Frovp. 


To the Honourable Committee, New-York.” 


A Letter from the Commitiee of Kingston, in Ulster 
County, was read and filed, and is in the words following, 
to wil: 

«Kingston, Sunnary 27, 1776, 

“Gentiemen: We have received the prisoners sent to 
us by Captain Van Wyck. After perusing your Jetter 
and orders relative to the prisoners, we ordered a guaid of 
our Grenudieis to take them, and sent them, pursvant to 
your oiders, to our juil, where they will be safe, we think, 

“In any respect, where wo ean be of service to the cnuse 
of American liberty, we cheerfully and willingly will do, tw 
guard against the machinations, schemes, and stratagems, 
of the common foes of the American liberty. 

“ We sespectlully remain, gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient. By order of the Committee present: 

“ Wiouram Exsworrn, Chairman, 


“To the Honourable Committeo of Safety, New- Yorke 


A Lotter fiom Messis, Harrison, Lynch, and Alida, in 
answer (o the order of this Committee, reluting to the intrd- 
duction of General Lee’s Troops, was read and filed, and ist 
in the words following, to wits 

“ Now.York, February 1, 1776, * 

“Messrs. Lar ison, Lynch, and Allen, present their com- 

plore to the Committee of Safety of this Colony. They 
have ieceived the oider of their Board, but are under a 
necessity of informing them that they cannot undeitake 
that the troups commanded by General Lee shall be under 
the ontire direction of the Commitiee or Provincial Con." 
gress, as that would bo to exceed any powers lodged jn‘ 
them by tho Continantal Congress, They cannot seo the 
propriety of this order, after the conference had by them 
with Colonel McDougall and M1, Scott, and the assuances 
given those gentlemen this morning.” 

A. Letter fiom Colonel Faterdury, on the same subject, 
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

“Pobuny 1, A. D. 1776, 

“Grytienens I hove received your orders respecting 
the admission of the toops under General Lee into tlie: 
Barracks of this city, and, in reply, must inform you'that I+ 
have no authority to give up the entire direction’ of them to 
the Committee, without orders from the General. In the 
mean time, the troops me hourly expected, and, as the: 
weather requires that they should be put immediately uns ' 
der cover, I shall, on their artival, march them into the’ 
Barracks. Every care shall be taken to pieser've good» 
order and exact discipline among .them, until the Genoral ! 
comes, when J shall sabmit this affuir to his deterniination. « 

“This, by yous to serve, ; 

“ Davin Warexsury, Jun., Colonel, 


“To the Honourable Comtnittee of Safety, New- Yorke.” . 


On vending the Letter of Messrs. Harrison, Lynek, and 3 
Allen, a Committee of the honourable Continental Cons * 
gress, and the Letter of Colonel Waterbury, now receivedst: 
this Gommittea requests the favour of an immedinte con- 

ference with Mossis. Harrison, Lynch, and Allon, rans 
hereby informs thei that they are now met in Committees - 
at the Assembly Chamber in the City-Hall,,and areready , 


act Mr, Foster. Sorriensto attend such’ conference, at any place those. gentlemen ; 
we are that the privilege granted by TMC to that may please to appoint. le Has : : 


gentleman has Jed him into inconveniences, yet the te- 


7 4 4! s 
Ordered, That one of the Seerstaries.wait on Mossra, . 


« 
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Harrison, Lyneh, and Allen, with a copy of the above 
request, 

Mr. Benson, one of the Secretaries, 1eturned, and in- 
formed this Committee that Messrs, Zlarrison, Lynch, 
and Allen, will wait pn this Committee, in the Assembly 
Chamber. 

Mr, Sands, one of the sub-Commitice appointed by the 
Provincial Congress to feight a Vessel to the West-Jndies, 
with provisions, &e,, to purchase arms and ammunition, 
repaits, that, in pursuance of said appointment, ho has 
fieighted the Sloop James Richard, Pooler, Mastor, for 
St, Eustatia, belonging to Stephen Thorne, and loaded her 
with provisions, as per invoice, amounting to seven hun- 
dred and seventy-seven pounds seven shillings and nine 
pence, consigned to Mr. Samuel Curson, merchant, there ; 
that the freight of said sloop is, as per agreoment, threo 

jounds ten shillings per ton, merchant's tonnage; and in 
case said sloop ig seized by the Ministerial army or navy, 
in consequence of carrying provisions to said Island, tho 
Congiess are to pay to Stephen Lhorne, for said sloop, the 
tum of five hundred pounds, as per agicement annexed, 
Te further reports that, by oder of the Committee of 
Snfety, he has loaded the Schooner Polly, Matthew Van 
Alstyne, Mastor, whereof Abraham P. Lott and Matthew 

Pan Alstyne are owners, for Martinico, Guadaloupe, and 
St. Eustatia, with provisions, as per invoice, amounting to 
one thousand two hundied and seventy-eight pounds two 
shillings and ten pence, consigned to said master, to pus 
chase arms and ammunition; that the freight agreed for 
is threa pounds ten shillings per ton, ciovelail's tonnage 5 
§nd in case said schooner js scized in consequence of car- 
rying provislons to said Islands, the Congress are to pay 
to ‘Abraham P. Lott and M. Pan Alstyne the sum of five 
hundred pounds, as per agreement, also annexed. As, 
also, bas Jonded the Sloop Sully, Wilkie Dodge, Master, 
whereof himself is owner, for Curacoa, with provisions, as 
er invoice, amounting to one thousand one hundred and 
thirty-two pounds eight shillings and claven pence, con- 
signed to Mr. Jsaae Governenr, merchant, thera, (o pur 
chaso duck, flints, and ammunition; that the freight of 
sni(l gloap ig as tha former, at theo pounds ton shillings 
per ton, morehant’s tonnage; and jn caso anid: sloop is 
selyad in ra a of carrying provisions to said Island, 
the oppress aia to pay for sqid vessel to snid Comfort 
Sands the gun of six Tdi and fifly pounds, 

He farther reports, that in oder to get said vessels out 
of this port, ho has bcon obliged to give bonds to tha Cus- 
tom-LHouso to land said cargoes in some of the Bnglish 
Islands in the West- Indies, und requests (he Coumittes of 
Safety will indemnify him fiom snid bonds. 

Mr. Sands delivered in the agreoments mado by him 
for the respective vessels above-mentionad, and the invoices 
and bills of Inding, and papers relating to the said several 
vessols and cargoos, which are now filed, 

The above Roport heing read, and fully approved of 
the Cammi(tee agrees that the seid Report, and the several 
Agreements thercin mentioned, stand confirmed, and be 
cotsidered as the agreements of the Commitice of Safety, 
niiide, for and on behalf of the Provincial Congress of this 

glony, and on their account and risk. 

end Reaglvad, That the said Comfort Sands shall he, 
and herehy-cis,, fully indemnified by this Committee of 
Salety, and the Provincial Congress of this Colony for the 
time being, against any bonds which he has entered into 
at the Custom-House for the said vessels and cargoes, or 
on account of lading and sending them to sea, or either of 
theni; and that, in case any costs or damages shall accrue 
of, be suffered by the said Comfort Sands, or his repre- 
titives, by mens of entering ito such bonds, or either 
abthemn, alt Such costg and danmges as may arise, happen, 
ot aedhuld, by, pheans thereof shall be borne by this Colony ; 
and ‘(he'savd ‘Catford Sands havi oi i he 
nits i 8 having now delivered in the 
adtounts of Yhe ‘onigoes of ludings of the said several ves- 
sels, anlounting, ti the whole, fo the sum of threo thousand 
one hundred ahd‘ ejghityseven pounds eighteen shillings 
and eleven pence, ang therein credited the sum of two 
thousand five hundred poutids, received by viituo of an 
orler of the Provincial Cofgidss, of ‘the 19jhDevember 
lest, whereby a balance of six hundred ght! ‘eighty-gévent 
pounds gjghtecn shillings and eleveri pond ae 
\ 
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the said Comfort Sands, the Commitiae not having hithorto 
had timo to examine and audit the said account, that Mr. 
Sands may not continue so large a sua in adyance for tho 
publick service, a 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Visq,, a3 Trane 
suicr of tho Pravincinl Congress of this Colony, pay to 
Comfort Sands, on account of the Moueys ho bas ads 
vanced for the publick sorvico, by order of the Provinoinl 
Congress and of this Committen of Salety, in purchasing 
the Cargocs for sundry Vessels, the sum of six hundred 
Pounds on account, and that Mr, Zdvingston take May 
Sands’s receipt lor the sane. 

Messrs. Tlarrison, Lynch, and Allen, the Committee of 
the Continental Congiess, attended the Committee, and 
were intloduced, ‘I'he Committee of Safety informed 
those gentlemen that their answer to the order of this 
Committee occasioned this conferenct. ‘The Committea 
of Safety, on their fale suggested that, as <#eneral Lee, 
by his letter, bad informed them that he would delay the 
main body of his troops on tho fontierseof Connecticué 
until after his arrival; that as those troops are introducing 
into the Colony, without any particular order of the Conti« 
nental Congress known to this Commilteo, and Major. 
General Lee, who was to have preceded those troops, and, 
had the command of them, detained by indisposition, tho 
Committee of Sufety conceive that thoso troops ought not 
to he intoduced into tho city on any other condition than 
under thair diection ; that the dignity of this Colony in 
the Continental Union, and their duty to their constitu. 
onts to preserve thoir libertios, and prevent any muancou« 
vie or accident that may andanger the safety of the city, 
or cause tho removal of the inhabitants at this incle- 
ment senson of the yoar, in their opinion, forbids the 
intoduation of those tivops on any other condition, for tha 
present, 

Lhe gentlemen of the Committee of Continental Con+ 
gross then informed this Committee that Congress, in con- 
sequence of having received a copy of tho letter of the 
Committee of Safety to Genoral Lee, had appointed them 
a Committee to conley with Goneral Lee and this Gom- 
mittoo; that no service or matter whatever should be ut 
dortaken by those troops, until such conference had, ‘Chey 
then produced thair credentials fiom Congress, whereby 
tho directions*of those troops ure given to the gentlomen 
af that Commitieo. They futher assuved the Committee 
that General Loe, knowing tha? they were here, by his in 
structions to Colonel /Vaterdury, had diected those troops 
to be under thoir command ; that they would, ag far ag in 
their power, take care that the toops should be kept un- 
dey good government and discipline unt) Geneyal Lice’s 
ariival, and for that purpose they had given particular 
dhectiong to Calonol Iaterbury, 

Tho Committee thereapan were satisfied, and declared 
they were contented, aa thoso troopa are under the come: 
mand of tha Committse of Continental Congress, 

Dio Venoris, 10 ho. A. M,, Fobruary 2, 1776, 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Mr. Joseph EHallett, Chatman, Colonel AMe« 
Dougall, Mr. Brasher, Mr, Brewster, Mr. Sands, My, 
Tredwell, Ms, Clarke. 3 

Colonel Curtenius attended by request, Ie informed, 
the Committee that be had examined the ong bundred 
Muskets at Mi, Jecamiah Allen's, which were diected for 
Lord Sterling, and that they are good and in order, The 
Committee being further informed that Jecamiah Allen 
has fifty other Muskets ready, and that he requests an 
ordor for one hundred Pounds on account, 

Thereupon, Ordered, That Peter VB. Livingston, 
Esq., a3 ‘reasuier of tho Provincin! Congioss of this Cox 
Jony, advance to Mr. Jecamiah Alten the sum of ona hun- 
dred Pounds, on account of moneys due to hin from the 
Provincial Congress for Muskets, and that Mr. Livingston 
take Mr. Jecamtah Allen’s recoipt for the samo, 

Ordered, That Colonel Curtunius, a3 Commissary of 
the Provincial Congross af this Colony, purchase all’ tho 
good Muskets and Firelogks, fit for use, that he oan pro- ? 
oure, and that be dicet the Gunsmiths not to sell any; 


t 


it ta 3 
Lag due Muskejs out of this Colony, eabericn 
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Bho. P. M., February 2, 1776, 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Mv, Joseph Hallett, Chairman, Colonel Me- 
Dougall, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Tredwell, Mv. Clarke, Col- 
onel Brasher, Mv. Sands. 

A Letter from Colonel Josep Drake, dated the 31st 
January, and reccived yesterday, was iead and filed, and 
is in the words following, to wit: 

: “January 31,1776 

“Sin: [received yours, per express, yesterday. Last 
night, sent and appiehended Josiah Burrell, Phomas 
Tlains, and Isaue Gidney, whom 1 have sent forward to 
you, under guard. The otheis have not been apprehend- 
ed yet, but shall endeavour to have them secured, if pos- 
sible. 

“Tam, sir, your very humble sei rant, 

. « Josnvit Drage, 
To Joseph Mallett, Chairman of the Committee of Safety, 

New-York.” 

Ordered, That the said Josiah Burrell, Thomas Iains, 
and Isaac Gidney, be brought down to this Committee for 
examination. 

Josiah Burrell: Says he lives on Rye-Necik; that ho 
knows William Lownsbury. Being asked, who was with 
him when he spiked up the guns, answered, that he does 
hot know who was with him; that he knows nothing about 
apiking up the guns. On AVednesday, the 17th ultimo, in 
the night, Wiliam Lownsbwy, Joshua Gidney, Thomas 
Hains, James Hains, Jun., Milliam Hains, and himsett, 
were at John Gidney’s; that he did not carry any sledge 
or sledges 5 dues vot know whether any were canied ; docs 
not know who spiked up the guns. ‘Being asked, if the 
company had any sledges, answered, that it could not be 
worth while to carry slodges, , 

Fsanc Gidney : Says he lives on Rye-Necle; is a smith ; 
hever worked up any files for William Lownsbury ; does 
not know of any person who did work them; that /Z/- 
iam Lownshu y and Josiah Burrell eaployed him to make 
hatchel-teeth ; that he made them of steel; that he made 
about two hundred; made them of bar-steel ; that he did 
et of the work in the day and part in the evening; that 

@ worked only one evening; that Joseph Purdy assisted 
him that evening; that he had not any ingimation fiom 
Lownsbury what thos hatchol-teeth were for, or that the: 
were for spiking the cannan, That ho never dolivered 
thei ih a bag; that he never declared to any peison that 
they weie in a bag ; that Joshita Gidney came to his shop 
and took the bag; that after the hatchol-teeth were made, 
he had a mistrust what they were for; that Lownsbury 
asked him to worl files to make hatchel-teoth ; that he told 
them they wore unbandy to work; that this was before 
Lowysbury biought him the steel; that ho made about two 
hundred spikes; that he did not think they looked like 
hatehel-teeth, but that Lownsbury gave him a samplo to 
make them by; that ho never saw any hatchel-tecth so 
Javga; that peoplo call him a Tory; that no other person, 
to his remembrance, was present when Joshua Gidney took 
the bag; that Joshua Gidney took the bag ; that he is un- 
certain, but thinks he asked for Lownsbury’s bay; that he, 
this examinant, answered it was there, he could tako it; 
that Joseph Purdy assisted to make them. 

Thomas Hains: That he lives at Rye-Neck ; is a son 
of James Hains j that he did not go with William Lowns- 
biry and othéis to spike up the guns; was not with them 
at John Gidney’s; that be knows nothing about the mat-, 
tér; never was at the cannon, * 
‘Josiah Burrell being again examined, says, he never saw 
atiy cannon spiked, and docs not know who spiked them; 

. alter some time, acknowledged that he did meet with Mil- 
Ham Lownsbury, Joshua Giduey, Lhomas Uains, Isaac 
Hains, Jun., and William Hains, at Joshua Gidney’s ; 
thad they came as far as Pelentine’s, and in return, some 
of their party went to the guns; that he did employ Isaac 
Gidney (o make hatchel-teeth, very large; that he had 
about sixty made; that he afierwaids threw them away, 
and dyes not know where they are. Being ficquently 
asked, acknowledged that their pirty did set out with a de- 
sign to spike up the guns; that*fie came to New-York 
when thé vessel laid up in the North-River ; that he went 
on board of a vessel there; that a person there spoke to 
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him about spiking the guns; that he does 1B know the 
man; that he went on board of a sloap to see Tlains; thot 
he went on board of the Governout’s ship, to deliver a let- 
ter for Avery, the Minister at Rye; that James laine told 
that he aficrwards went on boad of the said sloop, and 
heard the same matter about spiking the guns spoke of by 
some person. 

Thomas Hains called in, and confronted with Josiah Bur- 
rell. Thomas Mains says he knows Josiah Burrell, Jo- 
siah Burrell says he 1s the Thomas Haits who went with 
them to the guas, and was along with them. 

Josiah Burrell says he never was promised any rewaid 
for spiking the guns; that he has signed the Association, 
soon after its fist appomance for that purpose; that’ he 
does not know who got the spikes; they al assisted to carry 
them; that he does not know who got the sledgo; that hé 
never saw the guns spiked, and does not know who did it; 
that there wee six of the pasty, and docs not know which 
of them spiked them ; that, after going from Palentine’s, 
he thew the hatchel-tceth which he got made into Brona- 
River. 

Thomas Tains called in again and examined, acknow- 
ledges that he was at Joshua @idney’s, in the evening, 
about a month ago; that James Ilains came in there; that 
they said they were going to take & walks asked lim to 
go, and did not know what they were going about; that 
they walked twelve miles fiom where thoy set out, and so 
far back; that he came (o Gidney’s about dvening ; that Hal: 
Liam Lownsbury, Joshua Gidney, Josiah Burrell, 1Pilliam 
Hains, and James Hains, were with him; that he does 
not know who spiked up the guns; that they had caps on ; 
that he had a Dutch Kilmarnock cap on; wore it to keep 
his hend warm ; did not know that his patty spiked up the 

uns. 

; Ordered,.That the prisonors, Josiah Burrell, Thomas 
Hains, and Isace Gidney, be romanded prisoners to the 
Barracks, qnd kept in safe and secure custody ; and 

Ordered, That the said Josiah Burrell‘and Thomas, 
Tlains be severally manacled and shackled, hands and(get, 
and strictly guided until the further order of this Commit- 
tee; and, in the interim, that no person be suffered to 
speak to them, or cither of them, ot to the said Jsaac Gid- 
ney, but in the prosence and heang of the officer of the 
guard, and that no letter or paper wiitings be pormitted to 
pass betweon cither of the said prisoners and il other 
person, or persons, whomsaever, and that cach of them be 
denied the use of pen, ink and paper. p: 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall seo that this order 
bo duly oxecuted, 


N 


heer a 
Die Subbati, 10 ho. A. M., Fobrunry 3, 1776, 

The Committes met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Mr, Joseph {allett, Chairman, Colonel Mc- 
Dougall, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Brewster, Mr, Clarke, Mr. 
Sands, Mr. Oothoudt, Mr, Scott, 

Colonel McDougall informed the Committee, that the | 
Continental Congress have two pair of biass AL Bir ed 
hore, but not entirely finished 5 that one pair of those Ome” 
non ale wanted, immediately, at the Camp, at Cambtidive } 
that the Continental Gans dre at least as goat! us thoss of" 
this Colony ; that it will forward the service to send aff two 
of the bass Field-Pieces of this Colony, with their car- 
riages, immediately, to be replaced by those now finishing 
for the Continent, if that should be agreeable to this Comme 
mittee, ‘ ad 

Thereupon this Committee frocly aonsents that olf palit” 
of the biass Field-Pieces, with thoir carriages, be immedi~ 
ately forwarded to Goneial Washington, in such ownner as 
Philip Livingston, Esquie, shall thine proper to dheet, 

A Letter fiom Arondt Pan Hook, setting forth his, 
merits, offering his sorvice as a Gaptain in tho Troops to be rf 
raised in this Colony, and a Letter from Henry @. Dive, 
ingston and William Smith Livingston, recommending U 
said saron Van Look, for his mental qualifications, Ware, 
read and filed, ee ae 

Messrs, Garret Abecl, Patrick Dennis, sod eAbgeharn 
Brinckerhoff, a sub-Committee of the Gily Cammlites, , 
attended, and came into this Committ and ipformed that 
a motion was yesterday evening and, seconded: in, 


their Cominittee, to dolay the oxportaibn of Pax-Seéd, by’ 
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Smith Rargdge, who has purchased from Nicholas Low 
a privilege to export that article for Freland, as part of the 
expojls allowed for the Powder imported in a vessel of 
Tsaae Governeur’s, until the sense of the Continental Con- 
gress is known; that finally the City Committee had di- 
1ected their sub-Committee to make inquiry on that sub- 
ject, of all the Continental Delegaies now in this city, and 
of this Committee of Sufety. "They, also, futher infoim, 
that Mr. Harvison, one of the Continental Delegates, had 
informed them that the Committee of Philadelphia had 
laid that matter before Congress very lately, but that no 
determination was given thereon when he left Congress. 

The said sub-Committee further mentioned, as given to 
them in charge to inform this Committee, that their Com- 
mittee have a sub-Committee to examine and inspect all 
expotts; that sundry vessels are lading, and have been Ja- 
ded; that when called on by their Committeo, the shippers 
only answorthat they have leave of the Committee of Sale- 
ty; by means wharcof the Association may be cluded, and 
that attempts of that kind hayo been mado. 

Thereupon this Committee informed the sub-Committea 
that they would write to the Delegates of this Colony on 
the subject of the Flax-Seed, and 

Ordered, ‘That one of tho Secretaries give a certificate 
to Messis. Baneker and Ray, tho sub-Committeo of this 
City, for expoits of the amount, in value, to which bade 
Governew?’s consignatory is allowed to export protduco, 
and that the Jike cortificates be given by the Secretaties in 
any future cases of this kind. 

‘Two Prisoners were brought to the door by several of 
the inhabitants, and wore ordered to be brought in. 

Thomas Vernon, one of tho prisoners brought in. 

Stephen Steel oxumined as witness, snys, that last Sum- 
mer, as he was rotarning at different times from training, 
this Zhomas Veron told him ho hoped to sco Light-Horso 
raised bere, and that, ashe bad been formerly of such 0 
corps, Goyernour yee would put him into the Light- 
Jloise, nnd they would drive the Americans; that ho has 
head him often say he would take up arms against the 
Americans whenever ho had an opportunity, and spoko of 
spilling their blood; that Vernon frequently goes on board 
of the ships-of-war; that sinco ho was taken up and cars 
viet before the City Commitice, he heard him, near Doc- 
tor Jones’s, thronten the Americans, and very often speak 
agninst the Americans. 

Thomas Vernon says, he went on board of the men-of- 
war by Governour Zryon’s order, and was on board of 
them yosterday, and delivered two thousaud oysters on 
board of each ship. Vernon says he will fight for either 
King or country, wherever he can get pay. 

Stephen Steel further says, that Vernon was with bis 
boat, at the off-side of the mnn-of-war, and laid alongside 
foie time ; that tho man-of-war did not bring his boat to 
that avening, as she was returning to the city, though sho 
brought the other boats to; that whon he came on shore, 
,Perttgn acknowledged lie had been on board, and said it 
wis lo carry his bedding on hoard. Stephen Steel further 
says, he saw sixty shot in his yard, and a boy told him 
aftetwards that thoy were caried on board of the man-of- 
wat, and that (hey were then gone out of his yard. 

“Lawrenes’ Brasher, another witness, declacs he has 
frag tly, at different times, heard Stephen Steed declare 
the'saine facts about Vernon which he has now testified, 

Guerney Ten Eyck : Says he was hired by Thomas Ver- 
non, has been three days in the boat; that he assisted the 
said Lhomas Vernon, and, by his oider, to put two thou- 
sdud oysters on board of the Dutchess, and two thousand 
“onl board of the Asta, and two thousand on board of the 
‘ hein ; that this was yestorday ; that the night before 
list they Jay with their boat alongside of the Dutchess- 

of Gordon, and the ships’ boats from the man-of-war cnme, 
and t elivered four thousand oysters on boaid of their 
boats §- thot yesterday Vernon with his boat went alongsido 
of the different mon-of-war; that he, the suid @uerney ‘Ten 
Eyck, went by order of Fernon, and hopes ho is noteoul- 
pablo. Ten Hycle farther says, that he did not know that 
the boat was to go on board of, ot t6 the man-of-war, when 
he left the shore in the boat. 

The prisoners were taken out, : 

P Liigracy Ten Eyck called in, was told from the Chair 
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that if he is found going on board again ho will bo punish. 
ed according to bis demerits, as itis ayainst a Resolution of 
Congress; that ho be very careful, for the futuie, of his 
conduct, 

Le was, thereupon, discharged, 

Ordered, That Thomas Vernon bo conveyed to the 
Guard-[House, at the Barracks, ond that bo bo there con- 
fined in safo custody, and that he provide himself with pro- 
visions at his own expense, until tho finther order of this 
Committee. 


Dio Sabbati, 3 ho, P M., Fobruary 3, 1776, 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment, 

Present: Mr. Joseph Hallett, Chairman, Mr. Seott, Mr. 
Brewster, Colonel Brasher, Mv. Tredwell, Colonel Me« 
Dougall, My. Sands, Mi. Clarke, My. Qothoudt. 

Samuel Lleton, the pilot, roturned*froin the Look, and 
informs that he is just landed from the HHod%& ; that about 
elovan o'clock, the day before yesterday, viz, on Thurs. 
day Inst, ho saw a largo ship off, about eax-southeast from 
tho light-house, twelve or fourteen leagnes from the Look ; 
appeared so large that he took her for a man-of-war ; that 
yesterday morning she Jay at anchor without the outward 
middle; that yesterday afternoon about three or foura’clock; 
Francis James's pilot-boat camo near said ship, and beat 
round under her lee, and, as he supposes, put a pilot on 
bourd; that the said pilot-hoat beat round her several times, 
and about four o’clock the ship got under way, and camo 
up within the middlo, and came to an anchor about cight 
o’clock last night within the middle; that they saw a second 
largo ship this morning, off about cight or nino loagnos from 
the Haak as he imagined ; that the ship ho left at anchor 
hag bright sides and quarter-pigeas, no head; hag n mizens, 
topgallunt ymd neross; does not appear deep londed ; that 
James’s boat took the pilot out of the Pennsylvania-dar- 
mer and proceeded to the ship; that James’s boat came up 
yesterday and went down to-dny; that the achooney Zen- 
der went down this morning with a pennant hoisted, and 
jack at bowsprit end; when the schooner camo within 9 
mile of the ship he hove her ensign out, and tho ship hove 
hey ensign out; that the schooner proceeded and anchor- 
ed near the ship, and wag thero when he enme away ; that 
he met James's bout near the buoy, at tho west bank, this 
day, as she whs going down; that they heard one gun fired 
on their way up; Iéldigrove, or one of his company, care 
ried out the Harmer; Jack Sguillion was, also, taken out 
of Mr, Lowther’s sloop by James’s bout, . 

A draft of a Letter (at tho request of Philip Living. 
ston, [sy,) to the Committee of Stamford, in Connegit- 
cu, was vend and approved of, and is in the words follow- 
ing, to wits 

Genrtumen: By the bearers, whoso names ara undor+ 
written, we send you two pieces of brass ordnance, with 
thely carriages and harness, for the Continental service at 
Cambridge, Please to give a particular recoipt for thei, 


to tho bearers, and forward them with all possible expedl.” 


tion to General JPashington, directing the persons by whom 
you forward them to take iceeipts for them as they deliver 
thew, ‘ 

We hove been directed to forward them in carts ot 
wagons, to prevent jarring the fellows of the wheols or ine 


joring the carriages, and to forward them by land, It will. 


be necessory to forward them by ovory means that will'bé' 
most expeditious, and to take grent cure that the trunhions 
of the field-pieces are not broken or injured, nor the car- 
tinges defaced. 

We are, respectfully, gentlemen, your vory humble ser- 
vants, . 

To the Committee for the Town of Stamford, Connec- 
ticut, 

Mr, Comfort Sands informod the Committes that Mv. 
John Ramsay is willing to devote his whole timo to ma« 
nage and direct the manufacturing Linen and Tow-Cloth, 
and the employing tha poor with tho money put into his 
hands for that purposn, br five per erent. as a compensa~ 
tion for bis trouble in thetpramises. The Committee are 
of opinion Mr. Ramsay 4s a yery proper person for that 
business, and agrees to allow to him five per cent. fox his 
trouble in the pramises, ‘ pox Be 
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Ordered, That Comfort Sands purchase Wood in small 
parcels, as he may have opportunity, not to exceed, in 
the whole, the sum of fifty cords, and distribute the same 
among the very necessitous poor, and that he bring in the 
account to this Committee. 


Ordered, That Mr. John Foster purchase all tho good 
Tow-Cloth which he can procure, on account of tho Pro- 
vinaisl Congress of this Colony, not to excead two shil- 
lings per yard in price, and thet Mr, Jester send the samo 
in small quantities, as fast as he can procure it, by safe con- 
vayances, to Mr, Peder L. Curtentus, at New-York; and 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Usq., as 
Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, ad- 
vance to Mr. John Foster, for the patchase of such Tow- 
Cloth, the sum of filty pounds, upon account, and take 
Mr. Foster’s veceipt for the same, 

*. ~ 
i) Dic Solis, 3 ho, P, M., Fobruary 4, 1776, 

The Committee met on summons for that purpose. 

Present: Mo. Joseph Hallett, Chairman, Mr. Tredwell, 
Mr. Brewster, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Sands, Mr. Oothoudt, 
Colonel McDougall, Mr. Scott came past four o’clock. 
Mr. Clarke, in ill health, came past six o’clock, 


The Commitieo met on the account of tho transport that 
came up into the harbour, and the repoit that the Mercury 
and two other transports are below. 


A request in the words following was sent to the Honour- 
able Llugh fWallace: 

Bho. P, M., Fobruary 4, 1776, 

Sin: Tho Committeo of Safety now mot in the Assem- 
bly Chamber, at the City-Llall, present thoir compliments 
to the Honourable Ztugh Fallace, and requost the favour 
of him to call on the Committee as soan as possible, 

, A like request, mutatis mutandis, was sent to his Wor- 
ship Mr. Mayor. 

Ordered, That John Atherton, the pilot who was taken 
up by some of the inhabitants this morning, and sent to the 
Guard-House, be brought down for gxamination. 

John Atherton being examined, says, in substance, that 
he went on board his boat to lodge; that some persons 
came on board of his boat, and took him on board of Go- 
wwernour Zryows ship, and from thence on, board of the 
armed schooner Zender; that he could not avaid pilot 
dig hey down, and up again; that he did not pilot tho ship 
Sally, ox tho transport Brigantine, 

Willian Frundau, of tha City of New-York, Branch 
Pilot: ‘Says that two or threo days he desired John Ather- 
ton and Nicholas James to draw their boat to the shore, and 
haul ber wp, and that he also desived MWiltiam Mariner 
and Robert Cocks to speak to them, and give them the 
saine advice ; that they said the man-of-war had her in pos- 
soasion, and they could not do any thing with her; that be 
has very frequontly seen the said John Atherton and Ni- 
cholas Vices going on board of tho Phenix, and that thoy 

* keep passing and ropassing from the boat to the Phendw 
every day; that this morning he charged John Atherton 
that he went down with the schooner Lender ; that Ather- 
on at first denied it; that bo, the examinant, said to Ather- 
ton, that he could prove it; that after some time, Atherton 
wicknowledged that he had gone down with the schooner, 

_ and asked him what cauld he do, he would starve in the 
city without employ, and attempted to justify his conduct, 
That Francis James came, and took his clothes off tho 
wharf, and has got his boat off, and told his sons there 
were two hundred men on boad the brig, but that hey 
Feundau, thinks there are no troops on board; that the 
other day, after Atherton was sont to this Committee, after 
ho returned, Frundau asked him, how he bad settled with 
tho’ Committea, and Atherton said he had clubbed with 
the Committee, and settled the account. 

Me. Jacobus Fan Zandt came to visit the Commitice; 
he then informed them that Atherfon goes frequently on 

onrd of the Phentw; that he told him the other day he 
Would not loose business, for any Committee, &c., &e. 

. The substance of further particulars of Mr. Pan Zande’s 
testimony could not be reduced Yo writing. 

: Ordered, That Atherton he’ sent back to the Guard- 

‘House. ’ 


The Honourable Ttugh Pallace attended: Says he has - 
70 


Fovrtn Sentes,—Von. tv. 
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not heard any thing but what he ‘has heard an shore, as 
to any transports being below. ‘Chat a Midshipman, who 
enme with Captain Parker on board of the Governour’s 
ship, told him the AMdercury is below, and from Boston, in 
about’a fortnight, and had letters on board for him. That 
n gentleman came on bond of the Duéchess, with Captain 
Parker; the Governour was called out into Harvey's di- 
ning room; and that he, Al. 7Vallace, was informed, that 
when that gentleman’s cloak opened, he had red lapels; (hat 
he believes this brig is from Boston, and a transport; that 
he heard the address of the [louse of Commons read; that 
it re-echoes the King’s speech; that he intends to go on 
board of the Goveruour’s ship this afternoon; and has pro- 
mised some gentlemen on the bridge that if he hears any 
thing of importance to the city, will inform of it. 

Mr. Mayor: Says that he has not head any thing but 
what he heard on the bridge ; that he should baye waited 
on the Governour, bat that the Governour has sent him a 
card, requesting him to wait on him to-morrow ; that if he 
hears of any thing necessary for the safety of the city, he 
will make the best use of it. 

William Fundraw is divected to proceed immediately to 
the Narrows, and to take a trusty person with him, who 
can ride, and with a good spy-glass; that he stay at Cor. 
telyow’s, and that, on sight of any fleet, he iminediately 
despatch his rider, with information, to this Commitlea ; 
and a proper signal to be mado in the day, and, ols a 
proper signal to be made in the night, in caso the weather 
should not permit to cross the ferry immediately, were fixed 
on with the said Jundrau. ' 

Sanwl Kleton, tho pilot, was, also, called in, and di- 
rected to proceed immediately, with the whale-boat, and 
his oarsmen to the Zool, and to keep the best look-out if 
any fleet is approaching; and to examine, if any fleet ape 
pears, whether there are any tioops on boaid, and to give 
the most immediate notice of his discoveries to this Gom- 
mittee, Samuel Islecon is to tarry one week, if no Moat 
appears sooner; is to have the same pay as beforo, to wit, 
ten shillings a day for himself, and ight shillings a day for 
each of his men. They are to find their own provisions, 
and ben their own expense, 

Colonel MeDougall went to wait on General Lee, and 
to form an arrangement of duty for the night. 


Mr. Jacobus Van Zandt came into the Commuiitieo, and 
informed them that ho bas good information, and to be re# 
lied on, that General Clinton is come; but, whether it was 
General Clinton, or his Aid-de-camp, who came oh bdard 
of the Governou’s ship, ho has not yet discovered, , 

Philip Ldvingston retuned to the Committee, with 
Messrs, Llarrison, Lynch, and Allen, tho Comnijitee of 
the Continental Congress. Afier a shart conversation on 
tho present state of the city, and the intelligence received, 

Ordered, That the Letter from Gonoral Washington, of 
the 8th of January last, bo read. 

And the same was read accordingly. 

Thereupon, the Committee fiom tho Continental Con- 


gross, together with Philip Livingston, Msq., from tix 
nental Congress, and John AM, Scott, Esq, from this Gore 


mittee, and Mr, Hobart, of tho Provincial Congrassjydex 
parted to wait on Major-General Lee, and confer with pin 
on the present situation of affairs, and an arrangement for 
the evening. / 
Mr. Mayor caine into the Committee, and informed that 
the Governor had sent for him; that he waited on sure 
Governour, and saw General Clinfon there; that Hétstiu- 
thorized by the Governour to assure tho inhabitalits that 
no troops are coming heros; General Clinton declared the 
sano; that the Governour said General Chinton called to 
pay bim a short visit; that if any tanspotts with troops. 
should, by accident, or stress of weather, put in here, they 
are not inlended to remain here, + ees 
Colonel Brasher was despatched to inform Gonertl Liodh 
and the gentleinen thero assembled, of tho informationtste 
ceived fiom his Worship tho Mayor, ‘ a fe 
Messis, Scott and McDougall veturned, sepnratelysirom 
General Lee; Colonel McDougall informed therCottl it 
tee, that the arrangement of the duty ard guard f the 
night is settled by General Lee, and (hatshe -bas:dolivered 
the same to the ‘Lown-Majon. + jaa a 
The Committee conceive it nécessnry to inform the Cans _ 


% 
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tinental Congress, through the New-York Delegates, of 
General Lee's arrival, and of the arrival of the transports, 
and General Clinton, of the Ministerial troops. 

Thereupon, a draft of a Lotter to the Delegates of the 
Colony of New-York, was read and approved, anil ‘is in 
ithe words following, to wits 

Genrrenen; We think it our duty to inform the Con- 
“tinental Congross, through you, that General Clinton, of tho 
Ministerial uoops, and one transport, aro this day arrived 
here, but we do not know that she contains any tioops 5 
that the Mercury, sbip-of-war, is near Nutten-Island, 
coming into port. We ave well informed that those ves- 
sels left Boston not more than fourteen days ago. 

The Mayor has, this evening, declared to us, that he was 
then come fiom Governour Zi yon, and is authorized by the 
Governour to’ assume the inhabitants that no troops are 
coming here; that General Clinton was present, and snid 
that no troops are coming here; that Gavernour Tryon 
further told him, that Genoial Clinton had only called to 
pay him a short visit; that if any transport, with troops, 
should, by accident, or stress of weather, put in here, they 
ure not intended to remain here. We do not rely on this 
Information, but if it be true, we conceive that the most 
natural conclusion is that he is going to the southward. 

Major-General Leo js arrived here this day, ill with tho 
gout. He has about seven hundied men now here, and has 
sent over for Lord Stirling’s Regiment. 

We are, most respectfully, gentlemen, your obedient, 
humble servants. By order. 


The Colonels and Licutenant-Colonels of three Regi- 
ments, of the city, being assombled, near the Hall, were re- 
quosted to come into the Committes, After somo convor- 
sation on the state of their bet ate regiments, they were 
requested and directed to call out their respective regi- 
ments to-morrow, to know the state and number of their 
arms, and of tho men, in thoi respective regiments, fit for 
daty, and to enable them to make proper returns to this 
Committee, 

Thoroupon, Ordered further, That Colonol Curtontus 

_ be directed, and he is hereby directed, to deliver to the 
Colonels of the regiments of the Militia of this city, ro- 

* spectively, so many Flints as will enable them to provide 
each man in their respective regiments with three Hints, 

And Ordered, That the Colonels, respectively, do, at 
their disevetion, distribute threo Llints to each such man, in 
their respective regiments, as they may think ought to be 
supplied thorewith, 

Tho Committee of Snfety being informed that the Pirst 
Battalion of tho city of New-Yorie is on duty this night, 
ancl gonsidering that they cannot want the nssistanco of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Brasher to-morrow, and that he must 
attend the Commitice soonor than usnal, and having ontire 

confidence in the other Field-Officers of that battalion, as 
gual, to any emergency, tho Committeo enjoin Lioutenant- 


° fWalsHel Brasher that he do not attond duty with his regi- 


ae 


ae 


— 


10 ho, A. M., Fobruary 5, 1776, 
e Committee mot pursuant to adjournment, 
Kénts,Mr, Joseph Hallett, Chairman, Mr. Scott, 
Volonel Brasher, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Tredwell, Colonel 
oD oneall, Mr, Sands, Mr, Oothoudt. 
TheCommittee sent Mr. MeKesson, one of their Seore- 
taries, to inform Messrs. Harrison, Lynch, and Allen, the 
Committee of Congress, that they conceive, that as Gene- 
pal Lee is to remove this moining, that it may be most 
readable to his situation to wait on him at thiee o'clock, 
et, but that the Committee are ready to attend the 
Ger ral .god those gentlemen, at any hour, 

“T retary returned, and informed the Committee of 
Sate iat the Committee of Congress would prefer the 
mornihg to wait on General Lee, and requests the Com- 
mitice of Safety to send to General Lee, to know when ho 
cin reccive them. The Committoe of Congress roquest 
an express to be furnished to them, to proceed immediately 
to Philadelphia. 

Ordered, That the Doorkeeper go immediately and 
procure an ee and, 
+ + Ogdered, That Mr. Bonson, one of the: Secretaries 
waition General Lee, and know when jt will he convenient 


ifs night, 
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for him to receive the Committee -of Congress and this 
Cammmittec. 

Mr, Benson returned, and informed that he found Ge» 
neal Lee in bed, and not yot removed 5 but that he snid 
he would be taken out of bed, and be ready to receive 
both Committees In an hour. 

Ordered, ‘That Mr, Benson inform the Committes of 
Congress thereof. 

John Lamb, the cartman, being here, ready to go express 
to Philadelphia, at tho request of the Committee of Con- 
press, was sont to the gentlemen of that Committee, (with 
Mr. Benson,) to reccive their despatches. He returned with 
the despatches, and the Committee of Safety haying nothing 
to transmit, he was ordered to proceed with all possible 
despatch, 

Tho Committee being informed that Messis. Joseph Jad- 
win and Gilbert Giles ave going to Albany, and several 
of the Membeis being well acquainted witl? those gentle~ 
men, beliove them prudent and trusty, and very proper 
persons to take the care of and convey%he money, da- 
signed for the use of the Canadian Regiment, to General 
Schuyler. 

Therefore, Ordered, That Peter F, B. Livingston, 
Esquito, as Treasurer of tho Provincial Congress of this 
Colouy, or his Daputy, deliver to Messrs, Joseph Jadwin 
and Gilbert Giles the sum of twelve thousand five lune 
dred dollars, and tako their receipt for the same, to be 
conveyed to General Sehuyler, for tho uso of the Cana= 
dian Regiment, and that they convey the samo, with the 
greatest watehfulness, cave and attention, and deliver the 
same to General Schuyler. 

The Committee of the Continental Congiess having 
called on the Commitice of Salety, they proceeded to wait 
on General See. After some considerable timo spent with 
General Lee in conference, General Lee informed the other 
gentlemen that Mr. Smith, tho Engineer, had been out to 
view the giound about Eorn’s Look, and that he is now 
gone to Long-Jsland for tho same purpose. Gonernl Lee, 
also, proposed to gosylo-monow, to view Ilellgate; and, 
theroupon, the conference was adjourned, till to-morrow 
ovening. 

6 ho, Py My Dio Lune, Fobrunry 5, 1770, 

The Committee mot pursuant to adjournmont. 

Present: Mr. Joseph Lalléti, Chairman, Colonel Me- 
Dougall, Mr. Scott, Colonel Brasher, My, Dyedwell, Mry 
Brewster, Mr. Oothoudt, Mr, Sands, 


A Letter fiom Wiliam Smith, Esq. Chairman of tha 
Committoo of Suffolk County, was read and filed, and is 
in the words following, to wit: 

“Suffolk Connty, Junnary M4, 1776, 

“Gentremen! In pursuance to your order, we Inve 
appointed the Field-Oflicers for the Minute-Men in this 

‘ounty, and, also, the oflicors for the Artillery company} 
which compunies, wo trust, will bo some security tots 
County, nt the same time this Committee bag leave té 
mention, that the Militia of this County but little exceods 
two thousand, Tho great exposedness of the cast end, 
and the extensiveness of the County, induces us to desite 
such number of Continental troops may bo stationed here 
as the Congress in their wisdom shall judgo necassary; we 


make no doubt the Continent proposes to pyotest and 'de- , 


fend this Island, and hope you will use your endeavours that 
a sufficient foree may be posted here for that pulpose, 
° «We have a number of poor men in this County, who are 
good soldiers, and friends to the cause, and would be glad to 
inlist ns Minute-Men, but hpve no guns; we should be glad 
to know if a number ean be procured at tho publick ox- 
pense, for such persons as are unable to purchase them, 

“The situation of this County in any parts makes it 
extremely difficult to raise and train the Minuto-Man 5 the 
complain they aie not sufficiontly pid, considering the great 
distanco they havo to travel, many oight, ten,*and twelyg 
miles, and that on foot, to exercise, ‘The officers, also, off 
the same accannt, are at considerable expense, besides the 
expense raising their of anies, and pray they may bg 
considered, By order of the Committes : “ 

© Winnram Suvrn, Chairmany ,. 


“To the Honourable Provincial CongigaayNow- Fork” , 
ttt yg 
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“A list of the Officers of the Minute-Men approved and 
chosen by the County Committee : 

“Josiah Smith, Colonel; Join Lulbert, Second Colonel ; 
Tsace Reeve, Fust Major; Jonathan Baker, Second Major ; 
dsaac Overton, Adjutant; Ebenezer Dayton, Quaitermas- 
ter. 

“ Officers of the Autillery: [illiam Rogers, Captain; 
John Franks, Oaptain-Licutenant ; Jeremiah Rogers, Fist 
Liewenant; Zhomas Baker, Second Lieutenant; John 
Tuthill, Lieutenant Fire- Worker, 

* By order of the Committee: 

6 Witsaam Soreit, Chairman.” 

Ordered, That Commissions issue for the gentlemen 
therein named, and that the residue of that Letter remain 
for the consideration of the Provincial Congress. 

[Commissions issued, dated February 20, 1776.] 

. 


Die Martis, 10 ho, A. M., Fobruary 6, 1776. 

The Commitice met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: MM Joseph Hallett, Choinman, Mr. Scott, 
Colonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Sands, Mr. 
Tredwell, Mr. Oothoudt, Colonel Pierre Van Cortlandt, 

A Letter from Lord Stirling, sent by a Corporal of his 
Troops, was read and filed, and is in the words following, 
to wit: 

“Elizabothtown, Fobruary 5, 1776, 

“Gm: By the powder ordered for us by the Continen- 
tal Congress not being yet arrived at this place, F am un- 
der the necessity of asling the favour of the New-York 
Committee of Safety to send five thousand cartidges, (of 
the size of the New-Jersey Provincial arms,) to Parlus- 
Hook, to be thore by ten o’clock, to-morrow morning. 

“Lam, sir, your most humble servant, te Sehinana: 


“To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety, New- 

York.” 

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to Lod Stérding, in an- 
swer to his Letter, was read and approved of, and is in the’ 
words following, to wit: 

My Lorn: We are favoured with your letter of yestor- 
day. We have examined the bearer, and cannot discover the 
bote of the arms of your troops, or the size of’ the cartridges 
that would be usoful for them, We ave inforfed that your 
troops are at present supplied with six rounds each, 

I, sir, you will direct a ‘cartridge of the size neshver 
for your troops to be sent over to us as a sample, wo will 
send you the number desired, if so many of that size wo 
have, ot can procurp. 

We have the honour to be, with the highest respect and 
esteam, my Lord, your Lordship’s most humble servants, 

By order of the Committees. 

Two of the Members being necessarily obliged to go out 
with Major-Goneral Le, on business of importance, for 
want of a sufficiont number of Members to form a quorum, 
no material business could be done, and the Committee 
adjourned. . 
eg, As soon as the Committee could form a quorum in the 
> therngon, they were requested to uttend a conference at 
Major eneral Lea’s, 

Ata Conference held at Major-General Lice’s, in New- 

York, February 6, 1776: 

Present: Colonel Harrison, Mr. Lyneh, Mr. Allen, a 
Committee of the honourable Continental Congress, 

Major-General Lee, of the Continental Army. 

My, Hallett, My, Scott, Mr. T'redwell, My, Oothoudt,* 

Golonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Colonel Van Cort 
_ fund, ofthe Committee of Safety of New-York. 

+ [tis the opinion of the gentlemen present— 

Wrst. That a secure, fortified lodgment, for the troops 
that now are, or may hereafter be at the city of New-York, 
should bu inade at such placo or places as Major-General 
Hee; or such other Continental officer as may command 
hores shall “think most proper for preventing the Ministe- 

* Hal troops from taking possession of this city. 

That to the same end, as wellgas for the protection of 
Nassau-Island : 

Second. Such intrenched Encampment, and such other 
woiks should be made on Nassau-Island, and at such 
place, of places, on that Island, as Major-General Lee, or 


, 
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such other Continental éficér as may command at New~ 
York, shall think necessary. 

And that for the purposes aforesaid : 

Third, Such works should be crected near Lelfyate as 
will entirely secure that pass. 

Memorandum.—The Committee of Safety at New- Forle 
are informod by Colonel Pierre Van Cortlandt, one of 
their members, that the Powde-Mill of the late Judge , 
Livingston is now re-erected in the completest order for 
manufacturing Gunpowder, and that a proper manufactu~ 
rer and workmen are there attending. But that the ma- 
nufactmer proposes to depart soon unless Saltpetre can be 
procured. 

The Committee of Safety conccivo, that if there is Salt- 
petre at Philadelphia it might safely be conveyed though 
New-Jersey to New-Windsor, Kingston, or any put on 
Hudson's River, and are humbly of opinion that, at this 
critical juncture, overy opportunity of manufacturing Gun- 
powder should be embiaced. 

By order of the Committee of Safety: 

Jonny McKxsson, Secretary, 

N. B. There is a large quantity of Sulphur doposited 
near the said Powder-Mill. 

Ordered, That Mr. John McKesson deliver a certified 
copy of the matters of this conference to the Committee of 
the honourable Continental Congress, and receive fiom those 
gentlemen a copy of the Resolutions of Congress, which 
those gentlemen have as credentials, and which they have 
proposed to deliver, 

The Conumitteo of Safety returned to the Assembly 
Chamber in the City-Tall, and, afterwards, adjourned. 


Dio Morouri!, 10 ho, A. M., Fobrunry 7, 1776, 


The Committee met pursuant to adjournmont. 

Prosent: Joseph Hallett, Esq., Chairman, Mr. Scott, 
Colonel Cortlandt, Mr, Tredwell, Me, Sands, Colonel Bras 
sher, Mr, Oothoudt, and many Members of the Provingial 
Congress, but not Members sufficient to make a Congfess. 


Mr. Samuel Franklin informed the Committee and the 
Members of Congress present, that his ship Sadly, loaded 
with salt, and in the custody of Captain Parker, or his or- 
dor, is in great danger from thoice, ‘I'hat Captain Parzeer 
is Willing that he should causo tho said ship Sally to be 
brought to Lrptow’s wharf, on his giving security to have 
her kept sufo and returned to Captain Parker on his rds, 

uest; and Mr, Franklin requested the advice and direc« 
tion of the Committee of Safety in that matter. Mu, Brank~ 
lin withdrew, 

Afier some time spent thereon, tho Committee of Safety 
and the Members of Congress are of opinion that they 
ought not to give any directions therein to Mr, Lrankdin, 
for which thoy assigned to him their reasons, 

The Committee of Safety ndjourned to Simmons's, with- 
out separating, 

A Mossago was sent to Samuel Bayard, Jun, Esqapind 
Augustus Pan Cortlandt, Esq., vospectfully vequostifiy, theta 
respectively to attend this Committee, ww ie Oh ie 

Samuel Bayard, Jun., Esq., attended the Chai tee, 
He was informed that this Committee, and the inhabitants 
in general, are of opinion that the Records of the Colony 
under his care are in danger in their present situation, and 
that they ought to be removed to a place of sa(elPunder 
the care and direction of Mr. Bayard. That t sis’ 
any intention to take the Records out of his care | i 
tection. s 

Mr. Bayard was asked if he had any place for thot‘purs 
pose in view, and was informed that he would consider of 
this matter till to-morrow noon, and advise with his fiends, 
and request the direction of bis Excellency the Governs, 








our and the Council, if he thought it necessary, and inforiige * 


» 


the result to this Committoe, to-morrow at noon, chy 
: 4 
A Letter of this morning, from Elenry Remsen Be) 
Chairman of the Committee of the City, was rol i a 
filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 5a th ye 
’ © Wodnasday, Morning. ° 
“Sim: Lhave, this morning, had an aes for a 
permit to send on board the Asta woihogd! bads ofiguirits, 
two dozen of colle, and one dozen: of ehocolate; “1 beg. 
* 
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leave, by your moans, to receive the sense of the Commitiea 
of Snfety on this matter, to serve as a guide in future appli- 
cations of the same nature, : 

«A Mr, Serlo applied Inst ovening to the City Com- 
mittee for a pass to go on board the Dutchess of Gordon, 
under pretence of procuring a patent for lauds, but on ox- 
amining him, he discovered an intimate knowledge of Col- 
ane! Warner's proceadings in taising men to march into 
Canada, and the proceedings of tho townships in the north- 
ern parts of this and Boston Goveinments. He is to call 
for an answer this day, and many of our Committeo were of 
opinion that it was not advisable to grant him a permit with- 
out leave from our superiors, 

“Lam, respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 

“ Vonry Rowsen. 
"To Joseph Mallett, Esq. 

«P, S, Leannot wait on you in person, being detained 
by several people,” 

A draft of an answer to Eenry Remsen, sq, was read 
and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 


Sin: We are, this morning, favomed with your letter, 
We are much at a loss to conjecture by whose means un 
application was mado to you for supplying the ship Asia 
with the stores mentioned in your letter, as all supplios for 
the ships stationed here havo hitherto been made by order 
of the Provincial Congress, or the Committee of Safety in 
pursuance of their order, and though Abram Lott, Msq. 

Wo could more readily form a judgment on this matter 
if we know by whom tho application was made. Wo, 
therofore, delay giving our sentiments on this subject until 
we hear further from you. 

Wo highly approve of your haying refused permission to 
Mr, Serle to go on board of the Dutchess, and we wish tho 
City Committee would givo such effectual directions as 
that he might bo provented from going on board. 

Wo are, most rospeetfully, sir, your most obedient, hum- 
ble servants, By order of the Committoo. 

To John Remsen, Usq., present. 

Ordered, Mhat a copy thereof bo engrossed, and signed 
hy the Chairman, and tansinited. 

MY, John Coxine, Doputy to Augustus Van Cortlande, 
Fey, the ‘Lown Cloik, on behalf of Mr. Van Cortlandt, 
waited on tho Committee of Safety. He informed tho 
Committee that all the Records of the Town Clerk’s office, 
478, for the present, removed to a proper place for thut pur- 
pose, at the Yonkers, in /Vestchester County; which is 
satisfactory to the Committee of Safety. 


+ Aho, P.M, February 7) 1776. 

» ‘The Committeo met pursuant to adjournmont. 
“Prosents,.Joseph Hallett, Esquiro, Chairman, Colonel 

M Dowel, Colonel Van Cortlandt, Colonel Brasher, Mr. 

Utell, Mr, Oothoudt, Mr. Sands, Mr, Svott, a little 
bap AG ‘Committee adjourned.* 

“Ortored, That Colonel Curtentus, 2s Commissary of 
tha Provincial Congress of this Colony, procure three Me- 
dicine-Chests for the Regiments to be raised in this Colo- 
ny,,dnd that Doctor John Jones and Doctor Treat be re- 
agate to givo an inventory of the Medicines and Instru- 


#7 ha Petition of Youn Pays. to the Provincial Congress for the City and 
Province of Nuw.¥ ork, showath + 

Thot your petitionoy has beon under the nocessity of icmoving his 
family (of which he has a Iago ono) ant of this city at this critical 
junoturs; that his wit is in a poor stato of hanlth, and cannot disponso 
with bia prasonog, as sho is incup thlo Lo provide for hersell'und family 
mong atrangors, without your potitionor, ‘This is, thoreforo, to beg of 
“honourable Bond, that thoy will peimit their potitionar to tuko 
‘hin « amall parcel of aull, which ho las on hand, about thrae or 
hola, na it will bo ultended with groal ineonvenionco 


sHundrod bye! 
ax) fo ete potittoner, lo attend the sule of'so iuconsidorablo a 
tit a t, you petidioner having no othor businoes in this city ut 


Joun Poin 






‘New. Youn, Febrnary % 1776, 


To the Uonoiuratite the Commlites of Safety for the City of Nuw-Yorx 
a aumile Pedition of Mansion? aged of the peg feonbly 
ahanuelh + * 

‘That your patitionor’s husband now los q prisonor ih the Barracks of 
this city, afflicted with a uibst inveterate indlisposition of body; add to 
thig, his heing surrounded with » part of His Honour Goneral Lee's 
troaps, ~ Your Honours woll know his situation senders him obnoxious 
to xevorgand sharp iny-otives from them, What froiit his comp un 
and frofi his woukly and disordered habit of body, led wow brought 
So'irgly daplorable ntato—to a state of tho most striking and poignant 
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ments necessary for each of tho said Medicina-Chests, and 
that those gentlemen be further -requested to give propor 
directions that tho suid Ingtruments be good, and suelt ng 
they shall approve of, and to see that the said Insnuments 
and Medicines, respectively, be good of their kinds and 
qualities. 

A Return of Gilbert Potter, Chairman of the Commit+ 
tee of LMuntington, was read aud filed, 

It ig thereby certified that Stephen Melly and Ibenezer 
Platt, wo of the Committeo, nd inspected the clection of 
Officers, at Cow-Harbour, tho Filth Company of Thu. 
tington, ‘That Platt Veal was chosen Captain; Michael 
Lleart was chosen Fist Lioutonant; Isaac Dennis, Second 
Lieutonant, and Jacob Coneklin, Kinsign. 

Another Return, of Thomas Weeks and Jesse Brush, 
two of the Committee of Zfuntington, was read and filed. 

They thereby certify that, upon due notifigation, the fol- 
lowing gentlemen wore duly elected, accouding to the Re- 
solves of Congress, to wit: John Buffett, Captain 5 dsaae 
Thompson, Fist Licutenant; Zebulon Ittehum, Second 
Lioutenant, and Joseph Ketchum, Ensign. 

Commissions issued accordingly, 


A. My, Wobruary 8, 1778, 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq. Chairmay, Mr 
Tredwell, Mr. Sands, Mv. Oothoudt, Mr, AL Grahan. 

Sumuel Bayard, Jun. Esq, agieeable to the proposal 
of yesterday, that he shonkl consider of removing the Re- 
cords, consult his fiends, and the Governour and Council, 
if ho thought necessary, and report the result this day at 
noon, called on tho Gommitteo, Mr, Bayard informed the 
Committee that he had waited on Governour Thyon yas 
terday, and informed him that tho Committee were of opi- 
nion that the Records of the Colony were unsafe in their 
present situation, and ought to be removed to a place of 
salety, and wore willing that bis Ixcellency should give 
ouder therein for their removal to a place of safety. That 
his Excelloney replied, tint he did not conceive tho Re« 
cords wera in any danger, unloss thore was an intontion to 
annoy His Majesty’s ships in the harbour, ar remove the 
artillory, but that if either of theso matters were in con» 
templation, his Excellency was willing to charter any 
ship in the harbour, and deposit the records therein, and 
that they should be kept there jn safety for tho publick, and 
should not recoive any injury from tho King's ships; but 
that ho would not assent to thet removal from their present 
situation, to any place on shore, as he did not couccive 
there was any other place of groater security. 


Aho. P, My Dio Jovis, Monuary 8, 1776. 
The Committee mot pursuant to adjournment. 
Presents Pdarre Van Cortlandt, ts Chairman, Col- 
onal MeDongall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Wredwall, Mr 
Sands, Mr. Oothoudl, Mv, MM. Graham, 


The Committea were informod by a Mombor that, Mas. 
jor-General Lee stands in present need of some cash ie 
the Continental Troops, and requests the Commitiae’ of” 
Safety to advance him somo money on Continental account. 

Thoraupon, Ordered, That Peter V. B, Livingston, 
Esq., as Treasurer of the Provincial Congiess of this, 


he 


despondency! His indisposition of boty can bo ovinoed to your Hds* 
noura by Doctor William Brownjohn, if neoessuy, Indeed, his caso tat 
truly affecting | His life is now almost insupportablo to hin dally 
convey piovisions to him, but am prohibited fiom any vonferonca with 
him; however, I somotimes Inonk though bounds, impolled by conju 
gal aff: ction, and endonyour to sooth his nfitiction. But, alas! jt is all 
in vain! Ie raisus hig houd, views mo with wild anxioly—with horror 
and despair imprinted on his froo, Iam ordoyed away, avvoroly ropria 
manded, my hanrt rent with angrish, to seo the puitner of my life re. 
duood to—goud God, I cannot doseribo to what—I want wordds—sor 
row drowna mo, Yoti Honoura, in alloviating tho distrees whieh now 
onyolopes my poor omuciated husband, aud myself, by cither oyderin, 
him to ho romoyod to tha common jnil of this oily, or admitting him to 
byil, will over hayo tho prayers ofa distrossed woman, the plaudita of all 
tho giant and good, tho admiration of tho hunano, and the approbation 
of the just God, who dolighteth in moroy, I can aaaura your Honours 
that if my poor hnsbind fs not acon relisved fiom his complloated antes 
mitier, ho cannot, in ny opinion, curvivo many days, In such oago,+ _ 
your potitinncr would ba migsable beyond dosoription, S 
Your Monours, in tuling thofpromises into consideration, and grants 
ing tho prayer of’ your potitiond®, will Iny your petitioner, and hor paort 
husband, under tho greatest of obligations possible, And your patie: 
tionoy, as in duty bound, shall foroyor pray. Mandanst Gnamama 0 
/Ngw-Xonk, February 7, 1776. me, pig <3! kyhen 
ee 
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Colony, advance ono thousand dollars to Major-General 
Lee, on account of the Continental Congress, aud that Mr. 
Livingston take Major-General Lce’s receipt for the’same, 

A Letter from Major-General Schuyler, of 25th Jan- 
uary, was read and filed, and is in the words following, to 
wit: 

Albany, January 25,1776, 

«Sin: Lam honoured with your letters of the 11th and 
17th instant. Your observations in the first, respecting the 
Paymaster, appear to me to be founded in error, ‘The 
Paymaster-General’s duty is to reccivo money fiom the 

+ Treasury, and to issue that money upon my warrant. He 
has it not in his power to issue a single farthing without 
such,” wanrant; so that, if he was with you, you would be 
under (he necessity of an equal trouble in the applications, 
and { could only grant money {or expenditures immediately 
connected with the Army, Hence, you see that the at- 
tendance of stich a Paymaster at New- Yori would avail 
you little. 

‘The resolutions of Congress, copy of which you en- 
closed’in yous of the 17th, | had already before seecived 
from Mr, Hancock. By the resolution respecting the pro- 
visions and stores to be sent to Fort-George, | cannot be- 
lieve Congress intended any thing more than that you 
should supply me with what [ might want, on application. 
The almost impossibility of sending a large quantity fiom 
New-York to Fort-George, at this season, will counte- 
nance this construction,’ 

©The resolutions for sending up shipwights to build 
Vatteaus appears to me to have proceeded from a want of 
information. I bave requested Congress to countermand 
this order, and have given the following reasons: that ono 
Albany shipwright will do nearly as much at that kind of 
work as two that are not accustomed to it; and Lean also 
male them work carly and late, which the others will not: 
besides, there will be a great saving in the travelling 
charges. You will, therefore, please not to send me any 
until [ apply for them. I can easily conccive that it is 
very difficult at New- Yorle for artificers to procuie a sub- 
sistence for their families; the like difficulty prevails here. 

“T shall write to Congross, by this post, respecting tho 
batteaumen, Before your letter cans to hand, 1 con- 
ceived that E was to have issned orders for engaging them, 

“T expect soon to hear from Congress on the subject of 
the Naval Department, and shall thon, unless [ am other- 
wise ordered, apply to you Tor scamen. 

* Bo assured, sir, that L shall at all times, with the grent- 
est alucrity, consent to any requisition you may be pleased 
to muke, provided [ can do it consistent with my duty. 
Beyond that I know you will nevor wish mo to go. 

“Tam, sir, with the most respectful sentiments, yours 
and the Committeo’s most obedient, humble servant, 

“Pina Scnuxuer, 


“To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Tesq., Ghairman of the Com- 
mittee of Safety, New-York,” 


A Letter from Colonel Ritzena, dated at Montreal, the 
“Bol January, was road and filed, and is in the words fol- 


IoWfing, to wit: 
if “Montroal, January 3, 1776, 


- “Dean Sm: This morning we experionced a sad re- 
verse of fortune, Mr, Aniill avrived here, expiess from 
uebeck, with tho following intelligence; That General 
Montgomery you the 81st ultimo, between the hours of five 
and seven in the morning, after a previous disposition of 
his small army, made two attacks upon the lower town, 
ynder a feigned ono upon the upper. 
dusted by one Captain Browne, with ninety-four men, one 

of the real attacks hy the General himsel, at or below 
Cape- Diamond, with four hundred and sixty-six men, and 
athe other by Colonel Arnold, with the men ho brought 
watwith him by the way of Kennebeek, and Lamb's Auillery 
“Seompany, amounting to five bundred and sixty men, 
* through St Rogue's, at the other anil of the town. The 
‘General forged his way through the first picket or barrier, 
sewithout wena ashot, At the next, which, if he had 
~also forced, would have given higi a free passage into the 
town, he was received with a hehvy firo of musketry and 
two field-pieces, which caused his troops to fall back in 
disorder, The General, while he was endeavouring to 
rally these dastardly scoundiels, received his coup-de-grave, 
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as did also his Aids-de-camp, Macphérson and Captain 
Cheeseman, of my regiment. ‘Thus fell one worthy and 
brave General, Weep, America, for thou hast lost ova of 
thy mast virfuous and bravest sons! When the Goneral 
was missing, though the surviving officers exerted them- 
selves to the utmost, they found it in vain to attempt 
bringing the men to a sates, which induced Colonel 
Campbell to bring them all. Colonel Arnold, with his 
party, passed the Sz, Rogue’s, and approached near a two- 
gun battery, well picketed in, without being discovered. 
His men forced the pickets, and carried tho battery, after 
an hour's resistance. In the attack, the Colonel was shot 
through the leg, and was obliged to be carried off, after 
gaining the battery. His detachment pushed on to a se- 
cond barrier, iunning fiom Limeburner’s Wharf, in the 
lower town, which they possessed themselves of, where 
they now maintain themselves in the houses, without any 
possibility of being supported ; so that they must either 
carry the lower town, be made prisoneis, or be cut to pieces, 

© ‘This, sir, is all the account we have hitherto received 
of this disastrous event. We are momently under the 
utmost anxiety of mind, expecting to hear the fate of those 
brave men. God grant it may be happy. 

Our misfortune is, in a great measure, owing to the 
anxiety some of the troops were under of returning home, 
they having declared (Arnold’s men) that they would re- 
main no longer than to the Ist of this month, for whieh 
time they weie engnged, which obliged the General to pre« 
cipitate matters, and to change his intended mode of ate, 
tack, which was to have attacked the upper and lower 
towns at tho same time: tho main attack to ba upon tho 
upper, which it was impossible for him to effect at that 
juncture, from the notice the enemy had of his intention, 

y deserters fiom us, ‘This, I trust, will bo a warning to 
America not to inlist men for any limited time, but for so 
long a time as they shall bo wanted. No man, but ono, 
in the service, can be sensible how fatal this limitation of 
time is to all military operations, Before tho soldiers enn: 
be in any wise disciplined, their time of servico is expired, 
and as that approaches they become mutinous and disobe« 
dient. I will venture to say that, unless a change takes 
place in this respect, America must fall a sacrifice to her 
enemies, Without discipline, no obedience; without obo- 
dience, no duty. In short, discipline gives confidences, and 
is the very soul of an army. 

« Two months have now elapsed since wo have hd the 
east intolligence from the southward. General Moiifgo-™, 
mery, before he set out for Quebec, acquuintad the Con- 
tinental Congress and his friends in Neto-Yorde with ovu 
then misorable situation, The troops in general going 
home, those who remained naked and without clothing, 
and nota farthing to pay them with, I myself, at the Ga- 
neral’s instance, acquainted Colonel McDougall with our 
weak state, and pressed him, with all the thetoridk Twas 
master of to exert himself to the utmost that we not only 
had money sent us to pay the troops, but men to reinforce 
our different gaitisons, and augment tho army. Our few 
English friends have been stripped of their mond 
goods, to clothe the men, and pay them their wads, 
part. French friends, to assist us, we have none, The 
peasantry are, in general, at present, for us, but I believe 
fiom no other motive than that we are the strongest side, 
Some few may be atached to us from principle; sure I ams 
the majority are not, and would, on tho Seast reverse, " 
ag soon take arms against as for us. We are ‘tio Ai es 
wretched plight: our excellent Genial doad and defeated ;. 

a great probability that the fower of his army-is*oitt to 
pieces; our ganisons weak and feeble, not able to sparo 

a man for tho assistance of our friends; the soldiers moti- 
nous, and with litle discipline; not n sous to pay them 
with, which makes them so, and (shall f say it?) no one,» 
capable to coimmand them, For God’s sake, sir, oer, 
yourself, Thave oxaggorated nothing. Let us have men ¢ 
and money; otherwise, by Ieavens, Canada is lost... Cate 
about fora General to command us. Te must bo a milltal 
man, of sound intellects, and an affable department, eG - 
neral Zee, in my opinion, is the man. J speale afiy se0fl 
ments freely. 1 mean to give no offence, noi te-attaoléthe 
character of any gentleman ; bot whnt 1 aay! proséds from 

a real regard for the welfare of my odunfryy BE, 
L have moie to write, buff aseilie express is going off, « 
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Lam obliged to stop. Piay bo so kind as to remember 
me to my father, and acquaint him that I continue in 
health, Desiie him, if.there is no probability ofa peace, 
that he gives up my house, ae 

«Tam, sit, with esteem, your humble servant, 

“Runosruus Rrrgusa. 

*P.S. Though I have taken the libeity of addvessing 
these Ines to you, I shall be glad you would communicate 
it to our friends in Congress.” 

A Letter from Colonel Ritzema, dated at Montreal, on 
the 5th of Jauary, was roud and filed, and is in the 


words following, to wit: 
 Montroal, January 5, 1776, 


Dean Sin: 1 acquainted you the 3d instant, with the 

disastious event al Quedeck ; the fate of Arnold's detach- 
ment is determined: it was obliged to suirender at dis- 
cretion—thus, the madness of one man has neatly ruined 
our cause in this county, to which our worthy Genoinl has 
fallen d sacrifice. Jor @od’s sake let us have men and 
money, and, above all, a General, that we may take the 
town befoie the enemy can come to its relief, and ielieva 
our worthy brethren in it, 
» Pray be so kind as to inform Judge Livingston of the 
death of General Montgomery: he was shot though the 
head and both bis thighs. General Cayleton buried him 
with military honours, as, also, Macpherson and Cheoseman. 
The enemy has taken al! the aullery we hud before Que« 
beck, and I am very appichensive, if they make a soitio, 
that thoy will either cut to pieces, or take prisoners tho 
rest of the Army there, it boing impossible for us to send 
them any assistance from hence; if we should do it, we haz~ 
ard ull we have done the last Summer, ‘Tho most that cun 
be expected from us, ig to maintain our ground here, and 
keop a watchful eye towards the Canadians ; this wo me 
bent upon doing, till succour urives, be the consequence 
what it may to ourselves. Our garrison does not oxcced 
four hundied effective men—a small number to awe such a 
country as this. 

“Tam, sir, with respect, your very humble servant, 

“ Runouynus Rrrzema. 
To Peter V. B, Livingston, Esq,, or, in his absence, to 
" the President of the Provincial Congress, New- Yori.” 

‘A Letter from John R. Livingston, dated January 27th, 

vas readgthd filed, and is in the woids following, to wits 


“Claro-Mont, Jununry 27, 1776. 


"Sin; Some time since, ived a letter from Mr, 
Pan Corilandt, President of the Saurnittee of Safety, 
daring the recess of Congress, desiring thatthe powder- 
all ight again be built, as it was, in some measure, of 
publik utility. J have, accordingly, pushod the building 
of it, nade now hnppy to inform you that it is finished ; 





i abab nye agstwithstanding, atill obliged to be idle, for want 
fsaltpatre. As there is a larga quantity of that article 


aah Philadelphia, should think mysolf under obliga« 
{1OH93.1" you would procure a part of it, to be sent across 
the-dountry to the mill, which may ensily be offected, as 
great part of the way they will have snow. 
"T remain, sir, your most obedient servant, 
*Jonn R, Livinesron, 


«The President of tho Honourable the Provincial Con- 
gress, sitting at New-York.” 


Ordred, That the Secrotaries prepare a copy of the 
Letter fiom John R. Livingston, relating to his Powder- 
Mill, and transmit the same to the Delegates of this Cola- 
ny at Congress. 

_f Letter fiom William Floyd, Jesq., one of tho Dele- 
ae of this Colony at Congress, dated the Sth instant, 
¥ gua and filed, und is in the wouds following, to wit: 

1 oe, “Philndolphia, Fobruay 5, 1776, 

“Sin: Tforwarded, by Mr, Lynch and Mr. Allin, a 
sum of money. to the honourable Committeo of Salety, 
with a few lines, advising what that: money was intoadod 
for; and by your letter tous, wheroin you mention you 
would forward it to General Schuyler, andthe small gun 
to tho Marine Committee, } fear our fatter must have 
heen misunderstood ; therefore, 1, trouble, you with this, 
‘The forty thousand dollars was for Mp, JLawis, from the 

ing, Gommiftee ; the twelve thousand fives hundred 


ry 
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dollars, for the raising the Battalion for Canada, and the 
small sum of onc hundied and some odd dollars, were sent 
to Mr. Lewis, to pay off somo accounts charged against 
the Rifle companios, in passing through our Province, 
hope it is not yet othe wiso disposed of; if it is, it may tm- 
pode Mr, Lewis’s proceeding ngrevable to his directions. 
“Tam, with tho gioatestiespect, sir, your most obedient, 


humble servant,  Winwiam Fhorp. 


“Fo the Honourable Congross, or Committoe of Salety, 
New-York, 
*P,S. If itis not sent off, pleaso deliver it to Mr. 
Lewis's son.” . 


A Letter fiom Thomas Thomas, Esq., Chairmnn,of a 
Committee at the MVAtie-Plains, dated January 26th, was 
read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

#« Committco Chambor, Whito Pluins, 
January’as, 1776, ; 

Sin: We received your favour of the 8th instant, row 
specting the powder sont for the use of the County, and 
obsorved ils contents, Ave sonsible of tho propriety of our 
County’s being fuinished with that article, and beg that 
you, in your wisdom, would order that it be a Provincial 
chage; for we conccive it to be extremely hard, as we 
are a frontier County, that wa should purchase ammuni+ 
tion, and expend it to the advantage of the Provinea in 
general, Ag to disposing of it to individuals, many, that 
will take an active part, are not able to purchase it; and, 
wo will sco that it bo deposited into discreet hands, to be 
distibuted, when necessary, to bo used in the defence of 
the liberties of the county. 

“Tam, respectfully, sir, yout most obodient servant, 

* Signed by order of the Committee. 
“Vuomas Tuomas, Chatrman,?? 


Dio Venoris, 10 to, A. Ma, Mobruary 9, 1776. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment, 


Present: Mr.Zyedwell, Mr. M. Graham, Mr, Oothoude, 
Colonel McDougall, Mr. Sands, Colonel Brasher. 

Colonel MeDonyall informed the Committeo, that Gene- 
ral Lee is of opinion, that the two Connecticut Regiments, 
and Lord Stiring’s, will not be sufticient for the servieos he 
will bave to perform; and had desied to know whether it 
would be agreeable tothe Contmittee, that he should send, 
to Pennsylvania for a regiment from thence. 


After some time spent in consideration thereof, 

Resolved, That if General Le shall think it necessary 
to call in the aid of any other Troops than the two Gon+ 
necticut Rogiments, and Lord Stirling’s Regiment, that 
he bo authorized, and in such ense is hereby authorized, to 
enll in os many of tho Minuto-Mon, of this Colony, as ho 
shall at any time think nocossaly, 

Mx. Sands biought in an account of Wood and other 
necessatics of various kinds, supplied tq the poor by him- 
self and Petrus Byvanck, Abraham P. Loit, and otheys,, 
under his direction, by order of this Committes of Safety, 
agreeable to a resolution of the Provincial Congiess. ‘The 
said Account being examined and approved of, amounts to, 
one hundred and thirty Pounds and thhee Pence. 

Ordered, That Mr. John Ramsay pay to Comfort, 
Sands, one hundred and thirty Pounds and three Pence, 
out of tho Moneys put into his hands, for ertploying the 
necessitous poor of this city, and that Mr, Pontay take 
er. Sands’s secoipt for the same. 

Ordered, That Peter T. Curtentus, as Commissary of 
tho Provincial Congress of this Colony, purchase such a 
number of Saws, and of such sizes and janliten as Colo~ 
nel MeDougall shall direct; and that he havo the same 
collected at his store for the use of Genoral Lee's Troops,,, 
ag soon uy possible, 

A Roturn of Robart Graham and John Thomas, Jun,, 
(wo of the Committee of FPestchester County, was read and 
filed. They thereby cortify, that at an clection for Militias 
Ofticais, in Larrison’s Pyecinet, in Mestchester County, 
under their inspection, afin Thomas, minor, was chosen 
Captain; Gilbert Dusendury, First Lieutenant; FPiiiain 
Woodward, Second Lieutenant; and James Miller, Junge 

rigigne ed we a bc elt 
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Ordered, That Commissions issue to those gentlemen, 
immediately. And they were issued accordingly. 

A Return of Michael Hays, Elijah Miller, and Andrew 
Sniffen, three of the Committee for Noa th- Castle, in [Vest- 
chester County, bearing date the 25th January, was read 
aud filed. They thereby certify that they supelintended 
an election for Officers in the Thid Company of North- 
Castles.that upon such election Joseph Green was chosen 
Captain, and Lenry Peers, First Lieutenant; and they 
thereby requested that two blank commissions might be sent 
for the Second Lieutenant and Ensign, as the Second Lieu- 
tenant, since the choice, declines serving, 

Ordered, That the said two Commissions be issued, and 
that two blank Comniisstons be given to the said Commit- 
tee of North-Castle for the Second Lieutenant and Ensizn 
of the Third Company of North- Castle. 

A Letter fiom Lord Stirling, dated this day, was read 
and filed, He therein mentions “ that it serves to cover 
a letter fiom Samuel Tucker, Esquire, President of the 
Provincial Cong?ess of New-Jersey, veluting to the trade 
of that Colony.”? The said fetter, from Samuel Tucker, 
Esyuiie, was also read and filed, 

A copy of sundiy Resolutions of the Provincial Con- 
gress of New-Jersey, therein enclosed, regulating the trade 
of the Colony of New-Jeisey agiceable to the Resolutions 


of the Continental Congiess, ware also iead and filed, 
) 


ry — 


oan 


6 Dio Subbati, 10 lio. A. M., Fobruary 10, 1776, 


* The Committes met pursuant to adjounment. 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esquire, Chairman, 
Mr, Scott, Mr. Lvedwall, Mv. Sands, Mr. Oothoudt, Mr, 
M. Grahdm, Colonel Brasher, Colonel Me Dougall a part 
of the morning. 

Present, also, several Members of Congress, viz: Gene~ 
ral Woodhull, Colonel G. Drake, Colne) IReaveeleer, Gil- 
bert Livingston, Captain Rutgers, 

A Leiter from Colonel Robert Livingston, of Manor of 
Livingston, lated the 6th instant, was icad and filed, and 
is in the words following, to wit : 

“Manor Livingston, Fobruary 5, 1776. 

Sins Your letter, of the 25th ultimo, did sot come to 
band before this morning, and I am now ses down to an- 
swer it, 

(‘Tintend, please God, my furnace shall begin ber blast 
eafly in April, (sooner it will bo inconvenient for want of 
pasture, ag 1 have but a month’s stock now on the spot to 
work upan,) and cannot cart ore or coal before the middle 
of May, for want of grass, so that, should 1 begin sooner, 
it would be almost impossible to continue the blast, conse 
queutly véry detrimental to my interest. Wo have cast 
great quantities of shat forthe Aimy, last war, but uo great 
guns; this we can do, But whether we can cast great 
gins, I dare not take upon myself to determine, The 
hearth of my furnace lies low; fear there is not sufficient 
depth of earth between the surface and the bottom of the 
oreek, if the guns are to he cast on one end, As J am en- 
tirély a stranger to the casting of ordnance, and desirous 
of assisting my country in any thing in my power, wish 
thé gentlernen of the Committee of Safety, if they think it 
the interest of the community, to send ap proper and skil- 
ful men, who nie acquainted and had experience in casting 
and mottding,of guns, for I have none such to examine my 
conveniences. If approved of, my furnace and stock shall 
be ht theit service on reasonable terms, for { know not how 


to fixaprice. My metal is good, perhaps the best in .Ame- * 


rhea, 
“€Ticannot be more paiticular at present, and am, re- 
redpectlally, sir, your and the Committee’s most humble 
servant, ne : 


» To Me. Joseph Mallett.” 


A, A Letter from Hebert Benson, Esquire, Chairman of 
tha Committee of Dutchess County, was read and filed, and 
is in the words following, to wit: 

« Rhinebeck os ks Dutchess County, } 


© Ronunr Livinesron. 


“January 29, 1776, 
“Sm: The Committee of this Precinct having been in- 
formed that Timothy Doughty, notwithstanding his promise 
to the Congress, upon his dismission, on the 20th October 


. 
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last, that ho would demean himself in a peaceable and or- 
deily manner, hes since declared his intentions to join the 
Ministerial tioops, in the Spring, and in other respects tes- 
tified a disposition still inimical to the cause of liberty, have 
ordered him to be apprehended and confined till the plea- 
sure of the Congress shall be known, 

“Not only from the disaffection of the County, but as 
there will be an election at Poughiceepsic, on Lhesday 
next, and @ vast number of people necessaily assemble, we 
thought it prudent to commit him to the jail in Kingston. 

“Tam ditected to infoim you of this matter, with a re- 
quest that you will please to lay it before the Congress, and 
acquaint them that we can fuinish them with the most 
ample pioofs against Mr. Doughty. 

“T remain, by ader of the Committee, your mast abe- 
dient sorvant, “Eesenr Benson, Chairman.” 

Benjamin Walker informed the Comittee that Mr 
Yates was informed that his ship was below; that he, Mr. 
Faller, went down in a pilot-boat, expecting it was Mr. 
Yates’s ship; that when the pilot-boat came within a mile 
of the ship, they sent out a boat, and pressed John Carle- 
ton to pilot the ship up; that he, Benjamin Walker, was 
present, and knows that they did piess him asa pilot; that 
an officer on bond informed him that they had two hun« 
dred men on board, and were part of soven thousand men 
from England, and had been nine weeks at sea. 

John Carleton oxamined: Says he frequently told the 
Captain that thero was not any person on bond of his boat 
who could pilot the ship up, but that they insisted on it, 
and obliged him to go on board. ‘That Captain Kennedy 
told him fie was under the necessity to press him, and did 
press him to carry wp the ship, sill charged him, on puin 
of death, not to 1un her aground; that between the banks 
they saw a wood bont; that a jolly-boat put off from her, 
and rowed towards the ship, and came within aventy yards ; 
that they thon ordered men into the muin-tops and on 
deck ; that thereupon a pilot on board of tho jolly-boat, wha, 
suid he had served his time with Fundrau, was take) on 
board ; that near Staten-Island he got on board of his own 
boat; that the ship Kitly is from Boston; that they said 
there were two hundied men on bomd 3 thathe saw hetween 
forty and fifty men, as he thinks; that thera were eight or 
nine officers on boards that he told them General Ls was 
in New-York, und that he supposed there were six thou- 
sand forces there; that he undeistood that ships, in the 
whole, had sailed with them; that Captain Kenned? told 
him that the night before he got down, they had forty 
men on deck, and some men in the main-tops, 

Carleton lind 0 Cortificnte in the words following, to 
wit ; 

J}, Captain Kennedy, of the Forty-Fouth Regiment, 
commanding [lis Majesty’s troops on bonrd of tlie Kitty, 
transport, do certify, tbat | pressed by force, and obliged 
the bearer, John Carleton, to pilot the above-mentioned 
ship from Sandy-Look to Netw- Yorke. 

“Given under my hand, on board the Kitty, February 


9, 1776, “Kenney, Captain 44th Rigo? 


“We certify the above, 
* Dieu. Benson, Pe 
Lieut, Joun Cauppetn, Adth Reg. 
Thereupon, a Certificate was given to the said John 
Carleton, in the words following, to wit: 


5 ity | 
In Committeo of Safoty, Now-York, Fobruery 19, 1778, « 


The caso of John Carleton, as to his Having piloted up, 


the transport-ship, Kztty, bas, at his own request, beon 
heard by this Committee; and Benjamin IValker, of the 
city of New-York, merchant, who went down with him 
in his boat, was examined as a witness, 

The Committee of Safoty are of opinion that the said 
John Carleton was innocently brought into such a situa- 
tion as to be necessarily obliged to pilot the transport-ship 
Kittyy with troops, and from any evidence that has apr 


peared to us, the said John Carleton ought not td ba in - 


jured, or considered in a worse light or esteem bythe 
publick on that account. Boron rs fr ve 

Golonel Heard attended the Committee'of Salety, and 
produced the several obligations of Samuel Clowes and, 
George Weeles, with their seoutitles, and of Charles Mc- 
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Evers, for Gabriel G. Tadlow, Esq., inhabitants of Queen’s 
County, whose conduct has been conceived to be inimical 
to the liberties of the American Colonies, which were read 
and filed. 

Colonel Heard, also, delivered in a certified extract fiom 
the Minutes of Continental Congress, 1elating to sundry 
persons, inhabitants of Queen's County, in tho aforesaid 
predicament, which was read and filed, and is in the words 
followings, to wit: 
; “Tn Congress, Fubiuary 6, 1776, 

Resolved, That Captain Benjamin Whitchead, Joseph 
French, Usq., John Polhemus, Nathaniel Moor, Samuel 
Hallett, William Weyman, John Shoals, John Fillet, 
Gilbert Van Wyck, Esq., Daniel Kissam, Esy., Jacob 
Moit, Charles Hicks, Gabriel G. Ludlow, Samuel Mar- 
tin, Samuel, Clowes, Kisq., Thomas Smith, Esq., George 
Weeks, David Brooks, and John Townsend, bo sent to 
Now-York, and delivered to tha order of the Convention 
of that Colony, who are requested to confine or secure the 
said persons until an inquiry be had, by the Convention, 
into their conduct, and report thereo!’ made (o this Con- 

ess. 

Extract fiom the Minutes. 

“Cuarces Tuomson, Secretary.” 

Colonel Heard earnestly requests the Committee of 

Safety, as tho Provincial Congress is not convened, to give 
order as to the prisoners in his charge, so as that he may 
bo discharged of tho care of those prisoners. 


And whereas, My. Jacob Mott, one of those persons in 
custody of Colonel Heard, having, some time ago, by his 
Petition to this Commitico, testified his contrition for his 
past conduct, and signed the General Association of the 
inhabitants of this Colony, and engaged to demean him- 
self consistent thereto during the present struggles for the 
liberties of his country, and was, thereupon, restored by 

this Committeo to his former standing in the community; 
and whereas, it does not appear that the said Jacob Mott 
hay, at any time, since his restoration, ucted or done any 
thing inconsistent with his engagements ; therefore, 

Ordered, That the said Jacob Mott bo discharged by 
Colonel Heard, on his first giving his promise parole to this 
Committee, to appear bofore the Provincial Congress of 
i Colony, or this Committea, when thereunto required ; 
and ‘ 

«Ordered further, That the other prisoners, above-named, 
except Gabriel G. Ladlow, Samuel Clowes, and George 
, Weeks, who are not in custody, be placed in any one houso 
or place in thiscity, aliogether, at their own expense, which 
they shall choosa, and dint thoy bo (here confined auder a 
, gunrd, at their own expense, until the ordor of the Provin- 
~ cin! Congress in the premises, and that Colonel Lasher bo 
Pouce to furnish a sufficiont guard to reevivo the said 
r iso from Colonel Leard, and to guard them until 
tlgrorder, 
me Aol this Committeo of Safety do hereby signify their 
ligh sense of the care and prudence of Colonel LZcard, in 
tho execution of his duty as an officer. 
4ho, P. M,, Fobruary 10, 1776. 
* . The Committe mot pursuant to adjournment, 
» Present: Pierre Pan Cortlandt, Tsq., Chairman, Col- 
‘one) Brasher, Mr, ‘Uredwell, Mr. Scott, Mr. Oothoudt, 
Mr. AL. Graham, Mv. Sands, Colonel McDougall, 

Present, also, General Voodhull, Mr. Hobart, Colonel 
Gilbert Drake, 

Colonel Gilbert Drake informed the Committee that® 
sundry persons from Connecticut aro purchasing up the 
harrslled Beef and Pork in Westchester, 

Thereupon, the Committee came to the following Reso- 
lations,’ to wit ; 

‘Whereas, the Continental Congress, by their Resolution 
of the first day of November Inst, have rosolved that no 
produce of the Unitod Colonies ho exported, except from 
Colony to Colony, under the diregtions of the Commitices 

* of Inspection and Observation, and except from oue part 
to the other of the, same olony, bofore tho first day of 
March next, without the permission or order of tho Conti« 
nental Congress ; and whereas, this Commities of Salety 

& fot the Colony of New- York concelyes that jt is neoessary 

Faprevent the sale of all the barrelled Beef and Pork in the 
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County of Hestchester, tnd retain the samo for the Conti+ 
nental servieo in this Colony, as such provisions may bo 
necessary for the Continental Army in this Colony, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee of the County of West 
chester bo requested to take cfectual means to prevent (ho 
salo aud tansportation of any barrelled Beef or Pork out of 
TFestchestex County, lo any person or persons residing out 
of this Colony, or for tho uso of any person or persons rae 
siding out of this Colony, until tho further order of the Pro- 
vineial Congress, or of the Committee of Safety of this 
Colony. 

A draft of a Lotter to the Committee of Westchester 
County was read and approved of, and is in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit: 


Gunrinaen: We have been informed by 9 gentleman 
fiom your County, that some of tho inhabitants of ae 
County are disposing of their barrelled beef and poik to 
persons out of the Colony, We apprehend that such pros 
visions will be wauted forthe use of the Continental Army 
in this Colony, and that the service may Probably sufler, if 
all the barvalled provisions are taken out of the Colony; we, 
therefore, request you to take the most effectual measures 
to carry the enclosed resolution into execution, 

We are, respectully, gentlemen, your very humble ser- 
vants. 

By order of the Committee of Safety. 


To the Committee of the County of Mestchester. 


John Bridgwater, James Holdin, and Thomas Lyat, 
all of the city of New-York, Innkeepers, personally came 
and appeared belore the Committee of Safety, and jointly 
and soveinily engaged for John Graham, now a prisoner at 
the Upper Barracks, in manner following: 

Thar the said John Graham will demcan himself peace 
ably, aud be of good bohaviour towards all tho friends of 
hbewty in America, and not do any act, matter, or thing, 
contialy to any mensiue dheeted by the Continental Con- 
gress, or the Provincial Congress, or Committeo of Safoty 
of this Colony, or any Conmitice of any City, Town, Pre- 
cinct, or District, in this or any other of the United Colo- 
nies. 

Andon failure of the said John Grakam having complied 
with this engngement, in any instanco, that they, tho said 
John Bridgwater, Janca Holden, and Lhomas Lyat, will 
surrender the said John Graham a prisoner, to any guord 
diveted by the Provincial Congress, or Committee of Salo- 
ty of this Colony, or commander of the Continental Aimy 
in this Colony, or, in default thereof, severally, bear, pay, 
sustain, and sufir, such pains and penalties ns the said 
John Graham shall, in such ense, be adjudgod to bear, pay, 
sustain, or sufler, 

Ordered, That the svid John Graham, now a prisoner 
in the Guard-House, at the Upper Barracks, be discharged, 

Tho Commitico of Safoty took into consideration the 
stato of Staten-Island, and tho dangor of tho stock boing 
taken off by the Ministerial army and navy, — After: somo 
time spent therein, Geyoral Woodhull and Mr, Lobart, 
who wero present, wero requested to confor with General 
Zoe on {hat matter. 

Goneral Woodhull and Mv. JJobaré voturned from Go- 
neral Lee, and repoited that General Lee is of opinion that 
tho stock on Staten-Island ought to be protected, but whee 
ther by driving them off, or placing a guard there, he gan- 
not determine; but that he ts ready to give any gid in his 
power, to carry into execution any measure thought neces- 
sary by this Committoa, ‘ 

After considering further of the state of Staten-Island, 
and the report of Brigadier-Genoral Woodhull and My. 
Hobart, they avo of opinion that tho most prudent step js, 
to request the Provincial Congress of New-Jersey to send 
Colonel /leard’s Regiment of Minute-Men to Staten«ls- 
land, to pravent depredations on the stock, 

Thereupon, a diatt of a Letter to the Provincial Con- 
gress of New-Jersey was icad and approved of, and ig in 
tho words following, to wit: we 

7 In Committes of Safety, Now.York, Fabruary 10, 1776, 

Sm: Upon comniurfention with Major-Goneral Lee, wo 
aro fully convineod that tho live-stock on Staten-Island 
should be immediately taken care of, 

The entranee of General Clinfon into our pout, on pre- 

Sat 4 
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tence of merely paying a visit to Governour Ziryon, though 
he has been followed by a transport with troops, which wo 
have good reason to believe are only a part of six hundred 
that embarked with him at Boston, rendeis it highly proba- 
ble that some lodgment of troops was intonded to be made 
in ov near this city. The precautions that lave been taken 
to prevent the execution of such intentions will, it ishoped, 
render it ineffectual; and itis now given out that the Ge- 
neral intends to depart from us without loss of time. Tow- 
ever, it must be most obviously improper to strip this city, 
at present, of any part of its defence, 

Colonel Heard and his regiment are near at hand, to 
secure Staten-Island from depredations. We think his 
regiment will readily undertake that service, and General 
Zee thinks nothing less than a regiment will suffice. We, 
therefore, most earnestly request you to furnish, without 
delay, the assistance of that regiment, to secure the live- 
stock of thatelsland from a dopredation that may bo at- 
tempted on General Clinton’s departure from this port, by 
guarding it on the Island till we have opportunity to deter- 
mine on the expediency of removing it, hereby declaring 
our readiness to be answerable in the fist instance for tho 
expense of that service, 

We are, 1espectfully, sir, your most obedient and very 
humble servants, 

By order of the Committee, 

To the Honourable Samuel Tucker, Esq., President of the 

Provincial Congrass, New-Jersey. 


Ordered, ‘That a copy thereof bo engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and tiausmitted. 

It was suggested to the Committee, that Genoral Lee 
will have occasion for the Intrenching ‘Pools of this Colony 
for the use of his Troops while employed here; that it will 
be necessary for their preservation and the convenience of 
the Army, to have a person appointed to take care of the 
said Intrenching Tools, and the other Military Stores of the 
Colony. And Richard Norwood being 1ecommended for 
that purpose, 

Ordered, That Richard Norwood bo, and he is hereby 
aprcinled a Commissary, to take the care and delivery out, 
of all sueh Military Stores and implements of war, excopt 
Cannon, in this City and County of New-Yor/, as shall 
be from time to time committed to his care, by order of this 
Committee, or the Provincial Congress ; to make no issues 
without order of the said Congress, or this Committee, or 
the commanding officer for tho time being, of the Conti- 
nental Troops in this Colony ; to take receipts for every 
issue, to keop exact accounts of every receipt and issue, 
and to attend, when and where necessary, to receive back 
any stores that may be, from time to time, issued, and be 
returnable after service to tho said Commissary, for the 
use of this Colony ; and that he be paid for his services, in 
his said office, as long as he shall be continued in the same, 
at and alter the rate of eighteen and ono-third dollars per 
month, 

And it is further Ordered, That he receive all such 
Military Stores and implements of war as aforesnid, into his 
care, ag ave now in the hands of Mr. Curtenius, exchanging 
propor vouchors with him in that case, and with all others, 
in all other future cases of receipts and issues. 

Colonel MeDougall informed this Committee that Ma- 
jor-General Lee, on consulting his Engineer, was of opinion 
that the Intrenching Tools lately made in this Colony are 
not sufficiently numerous for the service ; and that General 


Lee has requested him to inform the Commitiee that-an, 


addition of the following articles will be necessary, to wit: 
Six hundred Pick-Axes, three hundred Hatchets, five 
hundred Handbarrows, three hundred Wheelbarrows, two 
hundred Crowbars, (in such form as Captain Smith, the 
Engineer, shall divect,) five hundiod Ivon-shod Shovels, or 
others equally useful. 

Ordered, That Colonel Peter 2, Curtenius, as Com- 
missary of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, do, with 
all possible despatch, procure the said Intvenching ‘Tools 
and Barrows, for the use of tho Continental Army in this 
Colony. ; 4 
* Whereas, the Poor of this City*are in great distress, and 
many of them unable to procure subsistence at this incle- 
ment season : 

Fourts Sexies.-—Vou. tv. 
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Ordered, That the sum of two hundred Pounds be de- 
posited in the hands of Mr. William Vanderwater and 
Captain George Janeway, to be applied by them in pur- 
chasing barrelled Beef and ship Bread, to be delivered in 
bags; ‘Turnips and Potatoes, Judian Corn-maal and Oak- 
wood, for and towards the support of such poor inhabitants 
of this city as may stand in need of assistance for their 
immediate subsistence. ‘That when the said articles are 
purchased, Mr, Vanderwater and Captain Jancway do 
convene the Vestrymen of the several Wards in this city, 
to the end that they, together, may proportion the quantity 
of the said articles so purchused, which the Poor of each 
Ward, fiom their circumstances, may requiie; and the said 
Vestrymen, in their respective Wards, are requested to assist 
Mr, Vanderwater and Captain Janeway to dispose of the 
suid articles to the poor inhabitants, in such proportion as to 
them shall appear to be necessary; and that a copy of this 
order, ceitified by one of the Secretaries, be a sufficient 
order to Mr. Vanderwater and Captain Janeway, on Mr. 
John Ramsey, for the sum of two hundred Pounds, out of 
the moneys pul into his hands by this Committee, for the 
employment and support of the industrious Poor of this 
city; and that Mr. Ramsey take the receipt of Mr. Vander- 
tater and Captain Janeway for that sum. 

Dio Solis, 10 ho. A. M., Fobrunry 11, 1776, 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Colonel McDougall, Mr, Sands, Colonol Bi a- 
sher, Mr. ‘Lredwell, Mr. Scott, Mr. Oothoudt, Mr. M, 
Graham. 


Mr, Henry Oothoudt was unanimously chosen Chair- 
man gro tempore. 

This Commitice observing that the Cannon and Military 
Stores, on and near the Battery, we now under removal to 
other pats of the city, and knowing that this transaction, 
both in its design and execution, is without the consent of 
this Committee, and even without their knowledga, other 
wise than as discovered fiom the transaction itself, nud as, 
perhaps, such removal may bring on a firing upon tho city, 
fiom the ships-of-war in this pot, which may grenily on~ 
danger the publick Records of this Colony, this Com= 
mitteo is fully of opinion, that tho publick Records ought to 
be immediately removed to a place of greuter safoty than 
that in which they now are. 

Therefore, Ordered, Chat tho said publick Records of 
this Colony, together with Sanuel Bayard, Jun, Esq, the 
td angered of this Colony, be forthwith convayod, 
under a proper guard of the Militia of tha city of Netop 
York, to the dwelling-houso of Nicholas Bayard, Esqyy 
Alderman of the Out-Waid of tho said city, and bo there 
securely kept under such guard until the further order of 
the Provincial Congross of this Colony, or of this Com- 
mittee of Safety; and tho said guard are hereby expressly 
required to permit the said Samued Bayard, Jun., esq.) to 
have continual access to, and the direction of the said Re- 
cords, excopt that he, and every other sata be prevented 
from removing them, or any of them, from the place where 
they are hereby ordered to be doposited, until the futher 
order of the Provincial Congress or of this Committes, 

And Ordered, That Colonel Lasher be requested to 
furnish a proper guard, and see this order executed. 

And Ordered, further, That Colonel Lasher fix on such 
Officers and Company of his Regiment, for this, and any 
other duty, that may be directed, as he shall think prépey,, 
and repoit the same to this Committee; the Committee 
hereby giving assurance that provision will be made for the 
pay and subsistence of such Company, equal to the Cons 
tinental establishment, while continued in service. 


Bho, YP. M., February 11, 1776, 
The Commitice met pursuant to adjournment, ‘ 
Present: Mr, Henry Oothoudt, Chairman, Mr. Scot, 
Mr. Tredwell, Mr. M. Graham, Mr. Sands, Colotie 
Brather, Colonel McDougall. on 
A Member of the Committee mentioned that Mbjor 
Genoral Lee had informed him that Troops wero expected 
in town very speedily, and requested that Barracks o¥ rooms 
should be provided for them. ais 


7 i 
The Committee aro of opiniof, that” ihe placing of the, 
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Troops in emply Houses will be less inconvenienee to the 
inhabitants than any other method, 

Thereupon, Ordered, That tho following gentlemen, to 
wit: Victor Bicker, Francis Bassett, Nicholus Carmer, 
dsaae Marschall, Anthony Abrams, Henry Roome, Jacobus 
Bogert, Francis Bassett, Petrus Byvanelk, Evert Byvanck, 
and John Elliot, bo requested to pass through tho several 
stroets of the city, and make a list of the empty Housos in 
this city, and report the same to this Committee, as soon 
as possible, 

undey of those gentlemen being sent for, attended, and 
on request, engaged to undertake that service. ‘They agreed 
to meet for that purpose, to-moriow, at nine o’clock ; and 
they are desired to take to their assistance any other pru- 
dent citizens whom they may think necessary, and find 
willing to assist them. 

Colonel Ritzema, from Montreal, came to the Commit- 
tee, and gave information of the present state of Canada, 
and the troops there, 


Colonel Lott came to the Committee, and informed that 
the Mereury sloop-of-war, and tho two transports, which 
sailed with her, are anchored near Staten- Island, That he 
met saveral suspicious persons passing fiom Paulus-Hook 
towards Killvaulull Ferry ; that he was informed by a per- 
son near Killvawkull, that he apprehended that the ship- 
of-war and transports will commit depredations on the stock 
thera. The Committce are of opinion that the most eftec- 
tual measure to prevent such depredations is to request 
the Committeo of Elizabethtown to send a parcel of men 
to protect the stock on Staten-Island from depredations. 

In Committeo of Safoty, Now-York, Fobruary 11, 1776, 
GentieMen : The Mercury ship-of-war, with two trans 
ports under her convoy, are departed from this city, this 
afternoon, and we are well informed that they are anchored 
near Staten-Island. 

Wo are approhensive that they intend to commit depre- 
dations on the stock on Staten- Island, We applied to the 
Provincial Congress of your Colony yesterday, requasting 
that Colonel Leard, with some of his troops, should be 
sent to the Island for a few days, and sent that lotter by 
Colonel Ueard. Wo are apprehensive that Colonel 2Tccrd 
will como too late to prevent any attempt that may bo 
made. to take off the stock ; we, therefore, camostly re- 
quest you, on receipt hereof, to despatch a part of your 
Militia to such parts of the Island where it is most likely any 
attempts of that kind may bo made, to guard the Island 
until tha said vessels are gone ofl, or Colonel Teard can 
arrive to their relief, If their design should be such as we 
suspect, they may, perhaps, he able to land wbout two huan- 
dred men, Please to informs Colonel Heard of this intel- 
ligence, and your proceedings in the premises, 

We aro, respeotfully, goutlemen, your most obedient, 
humble sorvants, By order of the Commitiee. 


Tb the Chairman and Members of the Committee Eliza- 
“hehtown. : 

Ordered, That a copy thereof bo engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted by express. 


Pa Dio Luna, 10 ho. A. M., February 12, 1776, 

« The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

« Presants Henry Oothoud?, Esq., Chairman, Colonel 
McDougall, Mr. Scott, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Tredwell, 
Mr. Sands, Mr. M. Graham. 


An order from Major-General Lee was read and filed, 

and is in the words following, to wit: 
: . “ Tond.Quartors, Fobruary 12, 1776, 
‘# Sra; You will give orders to the sentinels on the 
wharf to suffer those who produce a pnss fiom tho Com- 
mittee of Safety to go on board the Governour’s ship. 
‘ ; Crances Lire, Major-General, 
«To the Officer commanding the Port Guard.” 

Mr. Nicholas Low came inta the Commitice, ard in- 
formed the Committee that he desires to go on in lading 
the Brig New-York. The Committee informed him, that 
they think he may proceed to Inde the said Brigantine, 
Mr. Low, also, requested a permit to Jade the Schooner 
Polly, William Montanye, Master, on account of Mr. Nix 
cholas Governeur, with Flaxseed and Lumber, 
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Theroupon, a permit was given to hiin, in words follow- 
ing, to wits 

Mr. Nicholas Low is heroby parmitted to lado the 
Schooner Polly, William Montanye, Muster; with Flax. 
seed and Lumber, on account of Mr, Isaac Gavernenr, 

Colonel Curtonius, by request, atlended the Cammittea, 
He was directed, and is hereby requested und directed, to 
have an exact inventory made of all the Shirts, Blankets, 
Osnaburghs, Bedding, Linen, and other stores, which now 
are, or wore lately in a room at the Lower Barracks ; that 
he have those goods put in a secure store, under his care, 
and that he return an inventory thereof to this Committee, 

Colonel Curtentus informed the Committee that Major- 
General Lee had informed bim that he has not any Com- 
nussary for bis Guard, and has applied to him to supply the 
said Guard with Provisions, 

Ordered, ‘That Colonel Curtenius” apply to Major-Ge- 
neral Lee for his order or directions, what [tations he will 
order for his Guard, and that Colonel Curtenius supply tha 
General’s Guard with Provisions, according to his order, 
and charge the same to Continental account. 


“Philip Pelion is willing to serve his country in tho ca~ 
pacity afa Captain, or Quartermaster. Lam tho oldest of 
the name in this city, and properly qualified for the busi- 

”» 
ness, 


“Guyriesen: [am desirous of serving my native coun- 
try in the Provincial Army. 1 shall use my utmost endea- 
yours to discharge the dutics of any office you shail sec fit 
to appoint me to. Tam perfectly well acquainted with all 
the military manwuvres, having beon for above three years 
in an Indepondent company. [ am, gentlemen, your ham 
ble servant, Joun Vrronvauran, Jon.” 


“Colonel Annanam Brasuur: 

“Sm: Uhe subscribers request you will bo pleased to 
recommend them to the honourable Committes of Safaty, 
and inform them that wo are sincero friends to America 
and its libortics, and desirous to serve as First and Second 
Lieutenants, in any corps they bo plensed to appoint, and 
aro, sir, with great respect, your vory humble seryants, 

«Joun Bunagn, 
. “ Janus Paicitann,”? 
P “ Fobruary 6, 1778, 

“Jacob Reed, Fun,, is desivous of entoring into the ser 
vice of his country. Would be particularly obliged to Colo- 
nel Brasher in interesting for him. As ho thinks himself 
capable, would wish for a First Lioutenancy, but rather 
than fail would accopt of a Second.” 


“ Now.York, Fobruary 2, 1778, » 

“Daniel Pelton offers himself to the approbation of the 

gentlemen of tho Committee of Safety for the Province 

of New-York, to serve as Licutenant in the troops to be 
raised under thoir direction, 3 


To Lieutenant-Colonol Brasher.” 


“Now-York, Fobruary 2, 1776, 
“Samuel Young offers himself to tho approbation of the 
gentlemen of the Committee of Safety for the Province 
of New- Yori, to serve ag 1 Second Lieutenant in tho troops 
to bo raised under their direction. 


“N, B. Or Ensign,” . 
“Now-York, Fobruaty 7, 1776, 


e “Genriemen: I would think it an honour to enter into 


the Continental service, to dofend the just rights and pri- 
vilegos of my country, if your Honours should think proper 
to accept of me as a Licetenant, Your Honours’ most 
humble servant, Janes Barner, 
* Po the Honourable Provincial Convention.” 
“Now-York, Fobraary 6, 1776, 
“Gewrteann: As there are a number of commissions 
to be given aut to the Continental Army, | would humbly 
beg to offer myself as a Captain, or First Lieutenant, in onv 
of the Companies to be yaised, and am, with esteom, gen- 
tlemen, your most obecifnt servant, ‘ 
“Josnru Mansonanx, 
“To the Committes of Safety for the City and County of 
* New-York” ‘ , 
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4 Now-York, Fobruary 10, 1776, 
“Genriexen: | am desirous of serving my hative coun- 
try in the Provincial Army asa Lieutenant. 1 shall use 
my utmostygndeavours to discharge the duties of my office. 
Tam perfectly acquainted with all the military mancuvres, 

having been for four years in an Independent company. 

“1am, gentlemen, your most humble servant, 
“ Wituiam Myer, 
Diving in Dock-Street, New-York. 


To the Honourable Provincial Congress, New-York.” 


Now-York, Fobruary 12, 1776, 


“ Ambitious of serving my country in a military capacity, 
should be glad of an appointment to a commission in the 
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battalions to be raised in this Province, Iam, sir, your 
very homble servant,  Marrugw Crarkson. 


“To John Vanderbilt, Esq.” 
Monday, February 12, 1776, 
“Sr: Impressed with a sonse of the obligation I lie 
under, of defending the liberties of America, [ would beg 
leave to offer my services to the Congress, requesting £ 
might be appointed to some commission (as the House 
might think fitting) in one of the new-raised battalions. 
© And remain, sit, your most obedient servant, 
« Joun W. Warxins. 
“To the President of the Provincial Congress in New- 
York.” 








” : 
ANPHUR LEB TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, 
London, Fobiuary 13, 1776, 

The enclosed will easily explain itself. The intelli- 
gence you should observe, and take measures accordingly. 
A fund for necessary expenses should be fixed here in such 
hands as can be contided in. You know who is to be trust- 
ed. Fvom experience, I can say, (though without any 
connection, or commorce with them,) the New- England 
men are fittest to be trusted in any dangerous or important 
enterprise. Show this only to Jt, LL. Lee, of Virginia, 
and he will guess from whence it comes. 

The intelligence, if it gets to hand in time, should be 
communicated as soon as possible to every part of America, 
that she may be prepared, 

' 


Dran Sim: Your letter of the 80th of November, 1775, 
announcing the appointment of a Secret Committee, 
reached me a few dayssince. Miscarriages will be mani- 
fold, indeed, if you have not frequently heard from me. 
All wy solicitude has been about my letters reaching you} 
every disguise was necessary to eflect that. 1 am, how- 
ever, much obliged to the General for the step taken to 
secure me; yet, 1 cannat tell to what fatality it is owing, 
that of the five, two are men of whom L have more difh- 
dence than of any others, 1 had almost said, through the 
whole Continent. ‘That ] may be explicit, sae second and 
last are men whom I cannot trust, If J am to commit my- 
self into an unreserved coitespondence, they must be left 
out, and Z's, or the 4's, put in their places. ‘This letter, 
therefore, is to you, sir, and not to the Committee, Toan- 
not imagine that what I desive enn be deemed impertinent, 
when it is considered that the very purpose of its appoint 
ment is, so far as it relates to me, disappointed by these 
members, The solection of them, instead of inspiring 
confidence, giyes ine an apprehension, which J did not feel 
while they were in the general mass. 

You will be curious to know what are tho Ministerial 
intentions, and their force for the next campaign. ‘The 
following is their army upon paper: JZessians, welvo thou- 
sand; Brunswickers, Woolfenbutlers, and Paldeckers, five 
thousand; six Regiments under Lord Cornwallis, three 
thousand; eight more, to sailin the Spring, four thousand ; 
Highlanders, wo thousand ; now in America, eight thou- 
sand. 

The sailing, and destination of ihis armament, is thus: 
Those under, General Lord Cornwallis, ave now embarked 
at Cork, and wait for suiling orders ; their destination, Vir- 
“ ginia, By the treaty, just now signed, the Germans are 


to be ready on the 27th of this month, to march to the® 


sea-coast and ombark, but for what part of America is not 
exactly known; the march by Jand is near six weeks, so 
that they cannot sail balore April, The socond embarka- 
tion from Cork will ba about the same time; and, it secms 
probable, that their destination will bo against Canada, un- 
der General Burgoyne, who js soliciting that command. In 
the mean time the ‘Twenty-Ninth Regiment, with General 
Carleton’s brother, is to anil from hence immediately, to rein- 
force Quebecke, supposing that they can got high enough up 
the river, as far as the Inle of i wh to make, good their 
march by Iand. The regiment} under Lord Cornwallis 
are the ‘Thirty-Seventh, Thirty-Third, Pifly-Fourth, Pif- 
teenth, Twenty-Highth, and Forty-Sixth. Those for the 
Spring, are the Thitty-Fourth, Filty-Third, Sixty-Second, 


Third, Ninth, Eleventh, Twentieth, and Twenty-Fourth, 
Lord Lowe is appointed to the command ntsen, but the com 
mander on land is not known; certain, however, it is, that 
thee are two Lieutenant-Generals, and one of them old, that 
go with the Germans, so that it must be some one of great 
reputation, and old in the service, to command over them, 
It is therefore conjectured, Count de Lippe will bo the 
man. He commanded the army in Portugal during tha 
last war, ‘They are taking up Hast-Indiamen for the trans~ 
port service, supposing they will be able to bent of tha 
cruizers. A gieat number of auillery and wagon-horses 
are to be sent, and a tain of largo battering cannon is pre= 
paring, which, it would scem, can only be intended against 
Quebeck, should it bo taken by General Montgomery. 

The English and Irish woops go with infinite reluctance, 
and ae guards ave obligad to be kopt upon the trans- 
parts to keep them from deserting by wholesnlo, ‘Pha 
Germans, too, Lam well informed, aro almost mutinous 3 
but the Landgrave of Lease is an nbsolute tyrant, and 
must be obeyed, It is, therefore, conceived, that if the 
Congress have proposals prapaced in Zuglish and Gers 
man, to distribute among them when they land, whieh ino 
precautions can prevent, multitudes will ier, ‘ 

Upon the whole, the Ministry, if evory thing fivours 
them, may have about thirty thousand mon in lnerica Ly 
the latter end of Jute. They will have no horso but two 
rogiments of Light Diagoons, now there, and Zurgoyne’s, 
which is to go, If the Americans have horse well trained 
to the woods, it will harass such av army infnitely ; and, 
if they act upon tho defensivo, intrench well, harass 
then continually, cut off their convoys, and if ever they 
hazard an engagement, make thoir push upon ono wing; 
it is imugined here that no General on earth can make the 
campaign decisive, and it is hardly possible this country 
can stand another, They have aad it impossiblo to re- 
oruitin England, Ireland, or Scotland, though the leading 
people of the last, are, toa man, violontly against America, 
They have, therelore, been obliged to draft from the other 
regiments to complete those which are going, so that whon 
the whole are embarked, there will bo scarce two thousand 
men remaining in Jredand, and as many in England, be- 
sides the Foot Guards and Cavalry, 

{ am well assured that the French Government will 
wink at the exportation of arms and ammunition, A 
General of the first abilities and experience, would go 
over, if he could have any assurance from the Con- 
gress of keeping his rank; but, that being very high, he 
would not submit to have any one but an American his sape- 
rior, and that only in consideration of the confidence due 
to an American, in 9 question so peculiarly American, 

Let me have your opinion of all these things. ~The ops. 
position gains ground, and the nation begins to feol; but,. 
America must trast to her own arm, and Heaven for pro- 
tection. ‘Che Resolutions of January 2d do you infinite: 
honour, and will undoubtedly seive the cause, Youreons 
duct, 1 trust, will be noble, as that is groat and good, | [ 
know your attachment to the country you have adopted 
Prines Ferdinand's recommendation of the Generaliiiziy 
tioned above, is in these words: “ Si 2 on veut un oficte’ 
aprouvé intelligent, et brave ; je ne scat si non pent trouver 
ut autre qui Ie vaille.”” [As to experience, inéelligenae, 
and valour, I do not know whether another cab be fotind*to. 
equal him,’”] , 8 : 

Your letter of the 80th of Néteider, 1775, cost aine~. 
* 
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‘teon shillings and six-penco postage, thera was so much 
superfluaus paper would nat a packet set to some o the 
Canary Islands, and committed to proper care, reach us 
safest and soonest? If there is any friend there to be 
trusted, the opportunities from thence, hither, are frequent. 
Cover mine, and address it to John Lorgfall, lsq., ‘Trea- 
surer, Middle- Temple. 

Lieutenant-Goveinour Colden, New-York. 

Fobrnary 13, 1776, 


Dear Ste: I received, a few days since, yours of the 
80th of November, 1775, informing me of the appoint- 
ment of a Secret Committee. [am sorry, however, to 
say that, second and last upon the list, are men in whom 
J cannot confide; and {am not a litle surprised that it 
should so happen that these two men aro upon such a 
Committee, while others are omitted with whom T am 
known to be in babits of communication and confidence. 
I therefore trust this with you, and not with the Com- 
-mifteo, in whom 1 cannot repose any confidence, till these 
two men ave removed, I have written to you repeatedly, 
.and by some conveyance which, | think, cannot possibly 
imiscarry. . 

The enclosed list is the Ministerial army upon paper. 
In effect, it will amount to about fifteen thousand Germans, 
and eighteen thousand British ; their destination I can now 
givo you with some certainty; four thousand Brunswiclers 
and Waldcckers, with five hundred Lesstans from Flanau, 
are now at Stade, a port in Lfanover, ready for immodiato 
embarkation, and destined for Canada, to be joined by the 
Twenty-Ninth Regiment, and one thousand draughted 
‘from the Foot Guards under Colonel Mathews. 'Thero is 
to be another embarkation in the Spring, from Ireland for 

Canada, and the whole is to be commanded by General 
Burgoyne, and Carleton believe recalled. 

The second body, being Lessians, are to march this day 
for Stade, and the third on 14th of next month ; these aro 
for Boston. Loid Cornwallis, with six regiments, to sail 
immodiately from Cork for Verginia, where General Clin- 
ton is to take the command, ‘I'hey have certain assuran- 
ces of being joined by the Scotch in Virginia, and those 
on the borders of North- Carolina, under the command of 
ane McDonald, In the mean tine, they have been direat- 
ed to protect themselves under a treaty of neutrality. 
Besides this land force, Lord lowe is to have a fleet of 
goventy-two suil, to block up tho const. or this purpose, 
Jarge ships ave to stationed at the mouths of the great 
rivers, and the rest are to cruise at some distance fiom the 
const three deep, but not in file, so as to render it more 
difficult to cross them—ns thus: -==", ‘They are to 
get possossion of New-York and LMudsow's River, so as 
ta cut off all south and north communication ; and they 
have some idea of atiacking Canada too, by Montreal, 
Heali fea is to be their naval magazino. 

The Germans ara commanded by two Ticatenant-Gona- 
rals, of‘ whom the eldest is named De Leister, and has 
sone military character. ‘This is the favourable viow of 
their plan. On the contrary, the whole army, native and 
forcign, is ayeise to the service, so that it is much appre~ 
hended, that if the Provinciuls ave dexterous in throwing 
among them advantageous propositions, and faithful in per= 
forming them, the desertion will be immense. The Bré- 
tish troops have not one in five (hat is a soldier, the rest 
are boys and debilitated manufaoturers, just recruited, at the 
reduced standard of five feet fourinches, A vast number 
of the best subaltern officers have quitted the saivice. It 
is thought they will make Howe Commander-in-chief, 
which must disgust the German Generals, who aro much 
alder... The expense will be immensa; the difficulty of pro- 
viding magazines immense; and another campaign hardly 
possible. Lard George Sackville is the Minister, with 
absolute.and hated authority,even in tho Cabinet, Ho is 
arash, imperious, and unprincipled man, with moderato 
abilities, and much plausibility, ut wholly under the eoun- 
sels of your* countrymen, who push this matter on with 
blind violence. . 

Great expectations, too; are entertained from treachery 
inthe Provincials, Dr, Chureh was in lengue with others, 
particularly Zeming, the printer. This J have from Minis- 


hoon [* Govornour Colden was a Scotchman) ' 
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torial authority, which may be depended on. ‘They will, 
also, endoavour to depreciate tho Conyross paper, by 
throwing in forged notes. A General of the first ronk and 
abilitios, would come over if the Congress would authorize 
any one to promise him a proper reception, ‘This I had 
from Mr, Tee, Avent for Massachusetts ; but it must be 
secret with you, ag 1 was not lo mention it. Adiou. 

Licutonant-Governour Colden. 

Fobrumy 14, 1776, 


GOV. WRIGHT TO HIS MAJUSTY’s COUNCIL AT SAVANNAH, 
On board ITis Majesty's Ship Sembo ough, at Cockapur, i 
February 13, 1778, 

Tlonouranue Gunvimuen; Afler using my best en« 
deavours, for upwards of three weeks, to prevail on those 
in whose hands the present iulingspotwers are, that the 
commanders of Tis Majesty’s ships here might obtain as- 
surances that thoy might como to town, and have a free 
intercourse with me, without receiving giny insult from 
the people assembled in and about town; also, that the 
King’s ships might be supplied with provisions, on paying 
the full price or value of it; and finding that the Jast mes- 
sage relative to these measures, which J desired the Re- 
prosentatives of the town of Savannah to deliver to the 
persons exercising those powers, was so lightly treatod, and 
so little regarded, as that, although delivered on Zvesday 
morning, the Gth instant, yet I received no kind of answer 
to it for five days, nor did I understand whether it was 
meant to give mo any answer, or not; and woll knowing 
that it was essential to Eis Majesty’s service, and tho wel- 

fare of this Province, that I should have an interview with 
the King’s oficers here—for these reasons, and many others 
which you were mado nequainted with, and approved of, I 
determined, at all events, to attempt coming down hero, 
where I arrived safe at three o’clock yesterday morning ;* 
and, after having examined and duly weighed and consi- 
dered my several letters from ngland, and General Lowe, 
at Boston, and afler having had a full conversation with 
His Majesty’s officers hero, | have the grent satisfaction 
to be able to affirm, from the best authority, that the forces 
now hero will not commit any hostilities against this Pro- 
vince, although full sufficient to reduea and overcome 
evory opposition that could be attempted to be made, and 
that nothing is meant or wanted, but a friendly intercourse, 
and a supply of fresh provisitns. ‘This may be entiraly 
relied upon. ‘This His Majesty’s officers have an undoubt- 
ed right to expoet, and what thoy insist aes and this I 
not ouly now solemnly require, in His Majesty’s name, 
but, also, as (probably) tho best fiend the people in Gear~ 
gia lave, adyiso thom, without tho lenst hesitation, to com- 
ply with, or it may not be in my power to insure them 
the continuance of the peaco and quiotude they now havo, 
if it my be called so. 

His Majesty bas been graciously ploased to grant mo 
leave to-roturn to Bnyland, and (whatever may be thought) 
my regard for the Province and people is such that Iean- 
not avoid (and possibly for tho last time) extrorting the 
people to save themselves and ponent from that total 
ruin and destruction which (although they may not yet) 
1 most clearly see is at the threshold of their doors; and'£ 
cavnot leave them without again warning them, in the 
most earnest and friendly manner, to desist from thair pre- 
sent plans and resolutions, Jt is still:in thew power, and, 
if they will enable me to do it, I will, as far as I can, en- 
gage to give, and endeavour to obtain for them, full pardon 
and forgiveness for all past crimes and offences; and this 
Iconjme them to consider woll and most seriously of, be- 
fore it is too late. But,.Jet things happen 13 they may, 
bo it remembered that T, this day, in the King’s name, 
offer the people of Georgia the olive-braneh, that most 

* Savannan, iN Gronara, February 14, 1770.—1is Fxovllonoy the 
Govornonr, with hia family, loft thia place Inet Sunday night, and want 
on hoard [is Mujosty’s ship Scarborough, lying at Tybee 

Anat Phursday, Captuin Wright arrived at Zybee, in a_gahoonor, 
from @enada, and, next day, n lurga tranaport.ship arrived with sol- 
diora from Boston. Lord William Campbeit is on bourd Tis Mnjosty'a 
ship Syren, smn k 

february 2A eae ony arrived at Cackapur, on tho 12th in. 
stant, from Boston, with more noldiars, 

Ilig Majosly's ship Raven sailed from Tybee on Saturday morning, 
on a cruise, Jia Majesty's ship Cherokee, tho two transportshipy 
which Intoly arrived from Boston, u sloop, and throo small vessels, ara 
dow lying at anchor, within throo milog of thia town, ' 
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desirable object and inestimable blessing, the return of 
peace and happiness to them and their posterity. 

Captain Barclay has desired me to notify that he is 
willing and ready to give every assistance in his power to 
the captains of all such merchant ships as may be legally 
cleared out, to enable them to proceed on their respective 
voyages, 1am also to acquaint you that the detention of 
the schooner, on Friday or Saturday last, proceeded en- 
tirely from a mistake by the officer who commanded the 
armed sloop, ard that, if the owner will send down, the 
schooner will not only be delivered up, but any reasonable 
price paid for the damaged rice that was on board, (part of 
which has been used to feed hogs and poultry,) or they 
may take it away again. Iam also to mention that the 
same armed sloop will be sent up to-morrow to Four. 
Mile-Point, in order to get fresh water, and for no other 
purpose, . 

This letters which I consider of the utmost consequence 
and importance to the whole people of Georgia, | must 
desire you will be pleased to communicate to the Con- 
gress, if sitting, and, if not, to those who are called the 
Council of Safety, and especially to the inhabitants of the 
town and Province, in general, and acquaint them that [ 
shall expect their full and clear answer to every part of it, 
in a reasonable time. 

Tam, with perfect esteem, genticmen, your most obedi- 


ent and faithful servant, Jaaee Wainiie 
AME ; 


To the Honourable James Mackay, Esq., and the rest of 
the Members of His Majesty’s Council, at Savannah. 


ny 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM NEWBERN, NORTIH-CANOLINA, 
DATED resnuany 13, 1776, 
An express arrived here yesterday from the back coun- 
try, informing us that the Regulators and Tories were 
making head there, and intended marching to Cross-Creek, 
and from thence to Cape-ear. 1 am of opinion they will 
get wall flogged before they reach Cape-Sear, provided 
they will fight. Our Minute-Men, and part of the Militia, 
march to-morrow, and vitee Colonel Caswell in Dobbs 
County, from which place he will march in two or throo 
days, with neara thousand men under his command. Col- 
one] John cuaneyen informed me, this day, that Colonel 
+ Ashe, in New-Hanover County, was on his march, two 
Anys ago, against the Regiflators, &c., with near two thou- 
sand men. If three or four more of our Colonels in this 
Province raise as many, which 1 expect will soon be the 
case, thoy will be ablo to attack ten thousand Regulars, 
and beat them, too, as 1 think our men will fight with great 
resolution, 


tf — 


MANIFESTO FROM THOMAS RUTHERFORD, COLONEL OF THE 
CUMBERLAND (NORTH-CAROLINA) MILITIA. 
To the lovers of order and good government: 

Whereas, [ thouglit it expedient, for the support of our 
excellent Constitution, which the rebellious and disaffected 
have of Into endeavoured to overturn, to call a general 
muster of the County of Cumberland, at Cross-Creck, on 
Monday, the 12th of this instant; and as, from the idle 
and false reports spread by wicked and ignorant men, great 
numbers of His Mujesty’s liego subjects have failed to at- 
tend, and others, who did give their attendance, have shown 
themselves influenced by those unjust apprehensions of 
danger: * 

- This, is, therefore, to command, enjoin, beseech, and re= 

¢juire all His Majesty's faithful subjects within the County 

of Cumberland to repair to the King’s Royal standard, at 
« Ofoss-Oredio, on or before tho 16th present, in order to 
‘join the King’s army ; otherwise, they must expect to fall 

under the melancholy consequences of a declared rebel- 

lion, and expose themsclves to the just resentment of an 

injured, though gracious Sovereign. 

Tuomas Rurmerronn, Colonel. 
Gross.Creok, Fobruary'l3, 1776. . 4, 


. vit 


DISTRICT COMMITTER OF CAROLINE, ETC., VIRGINIA, 
At a meeting of the District Committee for the Coun- 
ties of Caroline, Spottsyluania, King George, and Staf- 
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ford, at the Town-house in Fredericksburgh, February 18, 

1776, Present: James Taylor, George Taylor, Walker 
Laliaferro, Fielding Lewis, Mann Page, Sen., Joseph 
Brock, William Fitzhugh, Samuel Selden, William Glar- 
rett, and George MWVaugh, Gentlemen. 

The snid Committee unanimously appointed Fielding 
Lewis, Gentleman, Chaiman, and Johat Chew, Jun., their 
Clerk, and then proceeded to the choice of Field-Officers 
to fill up the several vacancies in the Minute service in the 
said District; whereupon the following gentlemen were 
chosen, viz; Michard Johnston, Esq., Colonel, Lewis Wil- 
lis, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel, and Andrew Buchanan, 


Esq., Major, 5 
Squy Fieioise Lewis, Chairman. 


Joun Cnew, Jun., Clerk, 





WILLIAM LUX TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 
Baltimore, February 13, 1776. 
Geytuuamn: Captain Charles Wells, of the pilot-boat 
Chatham, has applied to me to be excused from taking on 
board the flour which he has engaged to take in on account 
of the Province, as the gentlemen, who are conceined in 
the adventure, are afraid it might subject the vessel to a 
seizure, in case a tender should happen to meet her, eithor 
here, or going into Statia, The flour is purchased by us, 
and-has been ever since you were here, and we have boen 
waiting every day for his order to send it down. We can- 
not undertake to grant the indulgence, without your direc» 
tions, and he now waits on you for that purpose, If you 
can allow us to lond the sloop I mentioned, this flour may 
be a part of her cargo in case you permit Captain Halls to 
ee it out, and I shall be glad to have your answer by 
him. 
Tam, most respectfully, gentlemen, your most obedient 


nt, 
servant, Winuram Lux. 


To the Honourable Council of Safety of Maryland, 


To the Ilonourable the Deputies of the Provincial Con- 
gress assembled in and for the Province of Nuw-¥ on. 
The humble Petition of Wiitaam Dosunnurny, Doctor of 
Physick and Surgery, sheweth : 
That your potitioner hath regularly sorved under Doc~ 
tor Peter yi A of Westchester County, to acquire 0 
orfect knowledge in that science, and hath long practised 
in that department, to the goneral satisfaction of his paljonts, 
and hopes, by bis experience and the reoomituerstalfon of 
his friends, hereunto subscribed, to be heard before the 
honourable Convention, that, if need be, lio may be ap- 
pointed Doctor, to serve in any one of the battalions, to be 
now raised within your Provinee, and the favour shall be 
gratefully acknowledged by his assiduity to his business. 
Your petitioner thorefore prays that his petition may be 
heard, and; agin duty bound, he shall ever pray, &e. 
Winwiax Dusenzerny, Davin Pre, 
Gitsenr Cooper, Joun Con, 
Janes Cunisrin, Jonau Hansren, per order, 
Joun Coueman, Joun Suvntiy, per ofder, 


Orango County, Now-York, February 19, 1776, 


5 


ABRALIAM GODWIN TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS, ; 

Now-York, Fobruary 13, 1776, 
GentLenen: The love of my country, sinee my mind 
has been capable of judging, ever held the predontinancy 
in my breast. T have, therefore, at all times, stepped for- 
ward jn its defence, when necd required it; and now, at 
this trying crisis, again desire to be employed in my coun- 
try’s cause, For thnt purpose did 1 offer my service in the 
battalion raised in New-Jersey, and my appointment to a 
company in that Province was agreed upon ; but, when 
the arrangement was nearly concluded, ong of the members 
of the honourable New-Jersey Congress, being desirgus of 
entering the service, I was set aside. I have, therefore; 
with all despatch, Inid my intention before the honotratile 
Neto- Yorke Congress, and should be glad to. havethe ¢am- 
mand of a company bestowed on me in the servioe, if there 
is a vacancy. [For that purpose I shave inlisted the best 
part of my company already, provided 1 have a commis- 
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sion granted me, and make no seruple, but shall, in a fort 
night, have my fall complement of men. And if the ho- 
nourable Congtess shall be compliant to my entroaty, my 
country shall (ind mo a strenuous supporter of its privi- 


leges. Aprauam Gopwin, 
To the Honourable New-York Congress, 





EGBERT DUMOND TO JOHN MfeKESSON, 
Kingston, February 13, 1778, 

Sin: Lm sorry to hear of the alarm at present in your 
city, which, beyond all doubt, must bo the ruin of the place, 
occasioned by those rascally tories amongst us, and make 
no doubt but they will receive their just reward. You 
yemember when { was in Congress last Summer, Colonel 
Clinton insisted on me to accept of being Lieutenant-Colo- 
nol in his regiment; my business, of being Sheriff, would 
not admit of my going. As 1 am determined, if any offers 
of that kind are now offered, { shall havo no objections to 
go and defend the liberties of my country, wherever they 
lease to order me, I need not sen. any recommendations 
to the gentlemen of the Congress, as most part of them 
are well acquainted with my abilities, and my attachment 
to the cause of liberty, which we are now contending for. 
This winter, being in PAiladelphia, was asked by some 
of the Delegates there, and told them, I had no objections. 
Please to mention it to Mr. Jay, and the rest of the gentlo- 
mon of your acquaintance, and especially those of Sahl 
Schenectady, and Zryon, and Col. Len Broeck, of Dutch 
ess, and shall be obliged to you for your aid in this affair, 
provided it ig consistent with your duty, Beg a few lines 

from you. Excuse haste. | am, dear sir, yours, &c., 

Kasenr Dumonn, 


To John McKesson, Fisq., at New-York. 





GENERAL SONUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
(Road Fobraay 21, 1776 
Albuny, February 19, 1776, 

Sinz Mr. Macarty, who is just anived from Canada, 
delivered me the enclosed, He is capable of giving infor- 
mation ta Congress which has confirmed me in my opinion 
of the necessity of sending, immediately, a Commitice into 
Canada. 

The Now- York Congress have sont me twolve thousand 
five hundred dollars, to raise a rogimont in this quarter, for 
the Canade service, { have alyeady too much business on 
my hands, without this addition ; but as the General Com- 
mittee of this County moet on ‘Zhu'sday, 1 will Jay the 
request before thom, and if they think it can be complied 
with, I will do my ondeavours, 

Lhave un infinity of trouble with those poople to whom 
I promised a bounty to march into Canada, Kuelose a 
gopy of a letter which I yesterday dolivered Colonel AF ar 
ner. 1 hope what L have there recommended will meet 
witli tha approbation of Congress. If ho should be able 
{o form a regiment out of the people mentioned, the num- 
ber of troops in Canada will, notwithstanding, be less than 
what Congress intended, as two regiments ernnot, by any 
means, be raised out of the other troops now in Canada, 
it will, besides, save a very considerable expense, which 
mus} necessarily accrue by his men coming away,, and 
others being sent in Jieu, 

Yesterday, near thirty Oneidas and Mohawks called 
upon and delivered me a speeeh ; part of it relates to Bui- 
ler, who is holding a Council at Niagara. They pretend 
thgt he may do mischief there, and asked my leave to go 
and bring him home, I suspect he bas friled in his at- 
tomipts upon the Indians, and that he and his friends havo 
fillen on this method, that he may return with safety to 
his family in the Mohawk's country. 1 am not yet doter- 
mined what answer to give them; at any rate, if he is 
pormitted to come home, we must have somo better sceu- 
tity than bis own word, . 

‘ eo sit, most respectfully, your abadient, humble ser 
ne Pair Scnuynen, 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., 80. 


P, 8. [am informed that the merchants from this place 
\ho are gone to Canada, will certainly bning a considera. 
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blo quantity of nails from there. T had thoughts of send- 
ing for a supply from thence ; but, reflecting that hard cash 
was so difficult to be got, I think it best, upon the whole, 
to purchase them fron: the merchants, when they arrive 
here, although they will come higher. I shall, however, 
tako care that | may not be disnppointed in getting them, 
by immediately writing to General fVooséer on the subject. 

Yours, &e. &e., Pinar ScnuyiEen, 

Point-nux-Lor, Fobruary 7, 1776, 

Dean Sm: As so much depends upon immediato relief 
in Canada, and a proper arrangement in Canada to carry 
those intentions into exccution, | cannot help being greatly 
alarmed and much shocked, to hear of the great confusion 
and irregularity now at Montreal, For particulars, refer 
you to Mr. Macarty, the bearer, who is a friend to the 
cnuse, and may be depended on, Unless those things are 
put upon a better footing, men’s reputations 4n the service, 
a3 well as the service itself, will greatly suffer, and the Ca- 
aadians will form an indifferent opinion ofus, ‘ 

Colonel Lazen requests me to mention this matter, and 
am, with respect, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Bowarn Anriun, 

To General Schuyler. 


Albany, Fobruary 12, 1776, 

Str: As many of the men that you raised, in conso~ 
quence of my orders of the 14th January Jast, were not 
marched by the Ist Hedruary, and a3 I informed you, in 
my letter of the 25th ultimo, that I would not allow any 
bounty excopt to such as wore marched by that day, and 
as you now inform me, that many mare aro marebed than 
what you have received the bounty for, 1 will supply you 
with a further sum, on condition that such as were not 
marched by the first £edruay, but are since marched, do 
engage to remain in the service, in Canada, or procure 
others in their stead, for tho ensuing campaign, unless 
sooner discharged. You are, therclore, to make me a re« 
turn of the names of all such men os were marched before 
the first day of Jedruary, and, also, another return of all 
such men as avo sinco marched, 

As soon as you arrive in Canada, you will try what num- 
ber of mon you can got to remain in Canada, out of those 
you havo sent, and send mo their names. All such as will 
romain for the campaign, you, will form into companies, 
agrecable to the Continental regulations. If any of the 
men that are gone under Major Cady, will remain, you avo 
also to sond mo a separate list of them. Perhaps there may 
be a suflicient nuinber out of both corps to form a regiment. 
These returns should be sent me immediately, that I may 
not be vt a toss to arrange tho Army. Lam, &e. 

Pinu Scnvyrern. 
To Lioutenant-Colonel Marner. 


GENERAL WOOSTER VO PRESIDENT OF CONGRASH: 
(Road Marsh 4, 1778.) * 


Montroul, Fobsuury 13, 1776, 

Sim: Since writing the letter to Congress onclosod with 
this, | have been considering of the force intended by Con+ 
gross to be sent into this country. Peshaps I may be mis« 
taken, but J cannot but be of opinion that tho Ministry 
will sond a great foree into this Piovince in the Spring, and 
our every thing depends upon our having a force uponahe 
spot superior to them. In that caso wo shall keep the Ca- 
nadians in our interest, otherwise we may depend upon 
their being our enemies. ‘They will think jt necessary to 
exart themselves against us, in order to make their peace 
with thoir former masters, .J need not mention to you the 
almost infinite importance of keeping this Province. Mr. 
Walker wd Mr, Price will tell you what dependanco is to 
be placed in the Canadians. [ could wish that ten thous 
sand nen might be pushed into this country, by tho fist of 
May, which will be a respectable army. Much depends 
upon tho good or ill success of the first oncoutter, should 
there be any. I hopo, sir, that vigorous exertions for koep- 
ing this Province will be ae vepresented to Con- 
gress. Quebrcke must hegtaken belure May; yet we haves 
neither proper artillery nor ammunition; howovor, a suf 
Pera number of men of resolution, L hope, will ef 
lect th 
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1 am, sir, with the greatest respeot and esteem, your 
most obedient and very humble servant, 
Davin Woostrren. 


To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq,, President, &c. 





EDWARD MOTT TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL, 
Fobraary 13, 1776, 


Hovovren Sin: The method that General Schuyler 
hath paid the northern troops off by is (counting the num- 
ber of days they have been in the service, and then to count 
every thirty days for a month, which makes better than 
twenty pounds, lawful money, wages,) more to each com- 
pany than the rolls made up by our Pay-Tablo; and, like- 
wise, the billet-ralls he allows one dollar per week, which 
is one hundred dollars more to each company than is re- 
covered by the rolls*sent up from our Pay-Table; and, 
also, the monfy advanced to deserters, hath not been pro- 
poly stated on the rolls that hath been sent up from said 

ay-Table; all*which makes about sixty pounds, lawful 
money, loss, to each company from this Colony, which is 
allowed to the troops from the other Colonies of the North- 
ern Army ; all which might be allowed, if properly applied 
for, TEven on the rolls that have been settled, I dare say 
the General would allow the balance, if some proper per- 
son should be sent to represent the case and request the 
balance, 

The whole of the diffevence, in the manner of making 
up the rolls, will, in my opinion, make two thousand pounds 
difference ta this Colony. 

The expense my subalterns were at when sent down 
with the sick, and the monay stopped on account of what 
T received more than the Pay-Table mean to allow, I hope 
your Honour will not forget, 

Tam your Honour’s most obedient and humble servant, 

Epwanp Morr. 
To Governour Trumbull, 


ROBERT H, HARRISON TO JAMES WARREN, 
Cambridge, Fobruary 13, 1776. 
Sm: I take the liberty to enclose you a letter which 1 
receivod, a few days ago, from Captain Wiliam Hood, 
upon the subject of his parole and confinemert® to the Coun~ 
ty of Gloucester. As somo of the captains, who have been 
taken by the Continental armed vessels, linve been, and 
aro, allowed a greater indulgence than what he is, he seems 
to be uneasy, and hopes that your honourable Court will 
armit the Committee to enlarge his parole. I have been 
ong and intimately acquainted with Captain Wood, and in 
justice to him, beg leave to inform you, that 1 think him 
exceedingly worthy of any favours that you can do him, 
consistent with the good of the great cause we are embark~ 
ed in, and that any furthor indulgences you inay incline to 
grant bim, he will gratefully acknowledge and not abuse, 
He would wish to have the Jiberty of going to some of the 
other towns, where some of his acquaintances are, If, sir, 
it shall not be incompatible with any determination of your 
honourable body, I could wish his request to be complied 
with, [shall be much obliged by a Jine from you, that I 
may give him an answer, and pray, as this application is 
founded,in principles of humanity, that you will excuse it. 
Tam, sir, with much esteem and regard, your most obe- 


dient servant, Roserr'H, Yannison. 


To the Honourable James Warren, Esq. 
a Gloucester, Fobruary 1, 1776. 

‘Dear Sin; Your kind treatment to me, in this unhap- 
py ‘situation, makes me moro free to trouble you again for 
your kind assistance, When I saw you last, au iny way 
down to this place, I did not know but the Court had given 
orders that | was to have my parole, as tho rest of the cap- 
tains ; but (o my yreat surprise, I am bound to the borders 
of this town, and not to go out of it, on any pretence what- 
ever. This, I think, is very hard upon me, as I can assure 
you, had I my Jiberty fo go even into Boston, 1 would not 
‘accept of it; as I would see the ditermination of the vessel, 
if it is in your power, by representing me to the Court, to 
get me my enlargement farther, such as going to Cam- 
bridge. As 1 want to see you, letting you know my case, 
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which is in a very bad situation, the Committeo, in this 
town, has used ma, in every respect, like a gentleman, and 
desired me to write to you on this occasion, J at sorry 
to trouble you, but depend on it, your kindness at this tine 
ta me shall be paid with honour and naver to be forgot. TE 
mako no doubt but you will do your endeavour for me, and 
shull be glad (o hear from you by Captain NeZéis, and be- 
Jiove me, in the interim, your obliged Iriend and very hum- 
ble servant, 


To Mr. ZHarrison. 


Wittraar Woop. 


Ty Counc, February 17, 1776.—Read, and 

Ordered, That the said William Wood be permitted, on 
his parole, ta pass and repass, at pleasure, from and to 
Cambridge and Newburyport, 

Perez Monron, Dep’y Sec'y. 
MONSIEUR BEGOZZAT TO NEW-HAMPSIRRE COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY, 
St, Piorro, Mattinico, Fobruary L4, 1776, 

Guntunmen: As [ never considered the Amertcan af 
fairs otherwise but the endeavours of tyranny against the 
liberties of mankind, and looking upon the Nocth of Ame- 
rica as the sacred asylum contrived in this age by the Di- 
vine Providence against the despotick power, who has filled 
the thee parts of this world with misery and poverty, F 
think Fam honoured in being employed in sonable a cause. 
It is on this principle, gentlemen, I take the liberty to write 
you by the opportunity of Robert Parker, to offer my ser- 
vico to your Committee; you may be ceitain that nobody 
will serve your interest with so much zeal as I. 

I gave Robert Purker a very short expedition. I in- 
tend every day to send away Captain Leverty, ‘Theso 
tivo i wil earry ten thousand pounds of gunpowder. 
I am loading now two other oat which I hope will 
depart very soon, We are expecting, ovory day, a ves- 
sel departed from 2vance with about tventy thousand 
pounds of gunpowder; and T am in hopes that what we 
will receive from #rance this month will amount to sixty 
thousand pounds, 1 will advise you every month of the 
quantity expected, 

Warlile provisions are not so common as they ought to 
be, on the account they have reported in Lurope tho Ame+ 
rican affair would bo settled this Winter. Some vessels 
bring no ammunition, but by tetta's depaited tha 20th of 
January last, advising that the war will continue this year 
in America, there will be plenty in America in tho month 
of May and June, . 

Ammunition is not the only article wanting by the Ame- 
qicana, viz: woollen and linen clothes, dross, pins and 
needles, 2 great quantity of goods the most necossmry in 
private yso of life, are wanting greatly, and you may be pro- 
vided with thase articles here. Tho purpose of this lotter is 
to desire you to send tho patterns of every thing wanting, 1 
will sond them to Old France, and our market will bo pro- 
vided with them in four or five months’ tine, 1 sent a 
memorial to the French Ministry concerning the tndo we 
can sattle hore with New-Hngland, but as your articles we 
usually consume here, viz: fish, lamp oil, spermaceli can+ 
dles, pork, beof, hair, boards, and hoops, cannot amount to 
a great sum of money, I asked, in my memorial to the Mi- 
nistry, to ship from hence to Old France, potashes, beaver, 
lamp oil in casks of sixty gallons, well hooped, to go ta 
Old France. These articles, added to those, will pro- 
duce a sufficient sum of money to maintain your exchange 
hore. < 

For the Southern Colonies, I asked that Pirginia to- 
bacco, of which we consume thirty or forty millions pounds 
every yenr, be introduced to Jrance by the way of Mar- 
tinico, This article is very valuable, and will pay here a 
largo quantity of goods wanted in America, Carolina in 
digo will find, likewise, great advantage in the Janek 
trade, ad 

Yeou may be certain, gentlemen, that Continental yas* 
sels will find always good protection in our ports! “Mou 
will seo, by the report I send you, of the frigate Angus at- 
tempting to search a Continental vosse] loading, by me, with 
ia ‘Any Continental vessel coring here will be 
safe. he vs i] : 
If you have any particular orsetket‘deinands fo our Go- 
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yernment, send them to me, and J promise to return you a 
jositive answer, 
: J think proper to advise you that the sloop Molly, Cap- 
tain Conway, master, loaded with flour, coming from Ma- 
ryland, on the necount he was pursued by an Bnglish 
man-of-war, not only obtained permission to anchor here, 
but to soll his cargo of flour. Give to your vossels a lettor 
for me, and I will procure you all that they will want, or 
to be introduced, or to sell or to purchaso those goods. 
You may assure your country men they have good fiiends 
. in this country, who thinks that the sacred firo of liberty 
stands no where else now, but in the North of America, 
and that the brave people to which the Divine Providence 
has trusted it, will continue it a fire for future generations, 
Jam, honourable gentlemen, your most humble servant, 


and a devoted friend to your country. =p Bagognat 


* To the Honourable Committee of Safety, Province of New- 
Hampshire. 


MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAPRTY TO TALBOT COUNTY CoM- 
‘ . MITTER, 

{N6. 15] Annapolis, Fobruary 14, 1776. 

, Genecemen: Having information that there were one 

or two barrels of bullets, and a quantity of gun-flinis, be- 

longing to this Province, at Mr. John Leeds’s, in your 

County, which were lodged there about thirty years ago, 

We requost your inquiry into the matter; and if you find it 

true, that you will taka thom undor your cave, and sead 

them to the Council of Safety in this city by the first safe 

odnveyance, We are, &c. 

To the Committeo of Obsoryation for Zalbot County. 





t 
MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAINS KENT AND 
HENRY, 
{No. i] Annapolis, Fohyuory 14, 1776, 

Genriemen; The regard and zeal which you and the 

companies undar your command have manifested in tho 
« publick cause, in go readily complying with the resolve of 
* the Convention, and expeditiously marching to the nssist- 
anoe of our friends and neighbours of Virginia, give us veal 
. satisfaction, and convince us, that as the nature of the sor- 
vico requirés it, the same spirit will induce you and your 
companies to continue in it for tho time mentioned by the 
“Convention, although by the terms of the inlistment’ they 
. wore obliged only to serve till the first of March ; this, wo 
assure you, we sincerely wish, and it is likewise our desire 
and opinion that you continue to keep your mon in a body 
till they return to, and reach their respective Counties, to 
‘which time they are to continue in pay. 

As it may be convonicnt and necessary for you, after your 
rion have been one month in service, to draw for thelr pay, 
we hereby authorize you to do it, on the Treasurer of the 
Eastern-Shore, to whon we shall send directions to pay 
your orders. 

Woe ave persuaded you will think, with us, that as you 
go as auxiliaties, it will be proper and necessary that you 
act under the directions od orders of the oflicer of the Co- 
lony of Virginia, having the command in the places where 
you shall be stationed ; but, in case thave should not be an 

. officer appointed for that purpose, and thera shouldybe a 
necessity for the two companies acting together, it 18 then 
our opinion that Captain Kent should take the command of 

“both companies, and, also, of that of Dorchester County, 
if that company should, as we are not without hopes it will, 
march down as directed. 

Should any thing occur to you that may be further ne- 
cesgary for your eerie on tho service in which thoy 
are engaged, you will be pleased to acquaint us with it as 
Soon as you-can, and all proper attontion shall bo given to 
what you.mny desire, We are, &a 
To Captains Kent and Henry, of the Minute Companies, 

in Verginia. a 

ae 
y MARYLAND COUNQIL OF SAFETY TO WILIAM HINDMAN, 
[No, 17,] , Annapolis, Fobruary 14, 1776. 
Sin: We haye given power to the Captains Kent and 
Henry, now in Virginia, as soon a the companies, under 
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their command havo been ond month in the service, to 
draw for their pay. Wo desire you will, on their orders 
being delivered to you, iminediately comply with thom, 
As it may he necessary for the publick service to hava 
the enclosed latter to them deliverad with all possible des. 
patch, we request you will sond off some trusty person with 
it, as soon as you can, and charge tho publick with tho ox- 
pense of the messenger, We aro, &e. 
To Willian Hindman, Esq., Troasurer of the Eastern- 
Shore. . 


ee 


COLONEL SMALLWOOD ‘TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFRTY, 
Woodyard, Hobruary 14, 1776, 

Dear Sin: In my way down, called on Mr. Fest and 
viewed his gun-locks, some of which are tolerable good, 
but not equal to the Znglish muskot-Jocks ; those at seven 
shillings and six pence nre good nt the priga, and might 
answer the Militia, At this critical time, I Think it would 
bo well to engage the whole, as they are a very scarce 
article, . 

Koyives will bo much wanting in the 6... ee eee 
wivchased out of their pay, or allowed by Council, &o. 
He has two hundred and thirty-one cutters, which you will 

judge of the expediency of taking. 

Yam, with much regard, sir, your very obedient, hum- 


ble servant, W. Smatiwoon. 


To the Honourable Danie? of St. Thomas Jenifer, Prosi- 
dent of the Council of Safety. 


THOUGUTS ON GOVERNMUNT, IN A LUTTRR FROM A GEN« 
TLUMAN TO HIS FRIUND.® 


My prar Sin: If 1 was equal to the task of forming a 
plan for the government of a Colony, I should ba flattered 
with your request, and very happy to comply with it; bo- 
cnuso,as the divine science of politicks is the science of 
social happiness, and the blessings of society depend on- 
tirely on the constitutions of Governmont, which are gena- 
rally institutions that last for many generations, there can 
be no employment more agreeable to a benevolent mind 
than a research after the best. 

Pope flattered tyrants too much when he said, 

Yor forms of Govornment lot fools contost, 

‘That whish is beat adminiutor od is beat.” 
Nothing can be more fullacious than this. But poets read 
history to collect flowers, not fruits; they attond to fanciful 
images, not the effects of social institutions, Nothing is 
moro certain from tho history of nations, aud nature of 
man, than that somo forms of Government ara bottor fitted 
for'boing well adwinistered than othors, 

Wo ought to consider what is tho ond of Govornmont, 
before wo dotormine which is the best form. Upon this 
point all speculative politicians will agieo, that tho happl- 
ness of society is tho end of Government, ag all divings and 
moral philosophers will agreo that tho bappiness of the 
individual is the ond of man. From this priteiplo it will 
follow, that tho form of Government which communicates 
case, comfort, security, or, In one word, happiness, to the 
greatest number of persons, and in the greatest degree, is 
the bast. 

All sober inquirers after truth, ancient and «modern, 
Pagan and Christian, have declared that the happiness of 
man, as well as his dignity, consists in virtue," Con/iscius, 
Zoroaster, Socrates, Mahomet, not to mention authoritiés 

creally sacred, have agreed in this. 

If there is q form of Government, then, whose principle 


i2,* Quinoy, July 21, 1811,—In tho Wintor of 1776, thora was much 
discussion in Gongrosa, concorning tho noscsaity of independonags and 
advising tho sovoral Statos to ingtiluto Governments for thomeolyos, 
undor tho immediate authority and original powor of the poople, Gront 
diMoultios ocourrod to muny gontlomon, in inaking a transition fom 
the old Govornmonts to new; 4.0. from tho Royal to Ropublioan Go. 
yornmonts. 

In January, 1776, Mr, George Wythe, of Virginia, paesing an ovo. 
ning with me, asked what pian Twoutd adyise 9 Colony to pursuo, in 
ordor tu got out of tho ol Govornmont and into a now one, I aketchod 
in words a schome, which ho requested mo to givo in writing. Acnord. 
ingly, tho not day I dolivarod to him the following lotter. Ifo lont 
it to his collenguo, Richard Wjnary Fee, who anked mo to Jot him ring 
it, to which I consented, provided ho would suppross my namo; br if 
that should appoar, it would oxolio n Continantel elamour among the 
Tories, that 1 was oreoting a battering ram to demolish tho Roynl Ga. 
‘vernmout and rondor indopondongo indispansgblo,—-(John Adamd, » 
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and foundation is virtue, will not every sober man acknow- 
ledge it better caleulated to promote the genetal happiness 
than“any other form? 

Fear is the foundation of most Governments ; but it is 
so sordid and brutal a passion, and renders men in whose 
breasts it predominates so stupid and miserable, that Ame- 
ricans will not be likely to approve of any political institu- 
tion which is founded on it. 

Honour is truly sacred, but bolds a lower rank in the 
scale of inoral excellence than virtue. Indeed, the former 
is but a part of the latter, and consequently has not equal 
pretensions to supporta frame of Government productive of 
human happiness. 

The foundation of every Government is some principle 
or passion in the minds of the people. The noblest prin- 
ciples and most generous affections in our nature, then, 
have the fairest chartce to support the noblest and most 
generous_mocels of Government. 

Aman must be indifferent to the sneers of modern Eng- 
Kshmento mention in their company the names of Sidney, 
Harrington, Locke, Milton, Nedham, Neville, Burnet, 
and Hoadley, No small fortitude is necessary to confess 
that one has read them. ‘The wretched condition of this 
country, however, for ten or fifteen years past, has frequent- 
ly seminded me of their principles and reasonings. They 
will convince any candid mind that there is no good Go- 
vernment but what is Republican; that the only valuable 
part of the British Constitution is so; because the very 
definition of a Republick is, “an empire of laws, and not 
of men.” That, as a Republick is the best of Govern- 
ments, so that particular arrangement of the powers of so- 
ciety, or, in other words, that form of Government whieh is 
best contrived ¢o secure an impaitial and exact execution of 
the laws, is the best of Republicks. 

Of Republicks there is an inexhaustible variety, because 
the possible combinations of the powers of society are ca- 
pable of innumerable vaiiations. 

As good Government is an ompire of laws, how shall 
your laws be made? Jn a large society, inhabiting an 
oxtensive country, it is impossible that the whole should 
assemble to make laws. ‘The first necessary step then is, 
to depute power from the many, to a few of the most wiso 
aud good. But by what rales shall you choase your Re- 
presentatives? Agree upon the number antl qualifications 
of pergons, who shall have the benefit of choosing, or annex 
this privilege to the inhbitants of a cortain extent of 
ground, * 7 

The principal difficulty lies, and the greatest care should 
be employed in constituting this Representative Assombly, 
Tt should be in miniature an exact portrait of the people at 
large. At should think, feel, reason, and act Vike thom. 
That it may be the interest of this assembly to do strict 
justice at all times, it should be an equal representation, or 
in other words, equal intetest among the people should 
have seal interest in it. Grent care should bo taken to 
effeat this, and to prevent unfair, partial, and carrapt elec- 
tions. Sugh regulations, however, may be better made in 
times of greater tranquillity than the present, and they will 
spring up themselves naturally, when all the powers of Go- 

“vernment come to be in the hands of the people’s friends, 
At present, it will be safest to proceed in all established 
Heth to which tho people have been familiarized by 

rabit, * 

A representation of the people in ono Assembly being 
obtained, a question arises whether all the powers of Go- 
vernment, legislative, executive, and judicial, shall be left 
in this body? I think a people cannot be long freo, not 
ever happy, whose Government is in one Assembly. My 
sreasons for this opinion are as follow : 

“1. A single Assombly is liable to all the vices, follies, 
‘and frailties of an individual; subject fo fits of humour, 
starts of passion, flights of enthusiasm, partialities or preju- 
dice; and,‘consequently, productive of hasty results, and 
absurd judymenis. And all these orrors ought to bo cor- 
rected and’ defects supplied by some controlling power. 

2. Asingle Assembly is apt to be avaricious, and in time 
will not scruple to exempt itself from burdens, which it will 

«lay, without compunction, on ity constituents. 

_ & Asingle Asserably is apt to grow ambitious, and after 
a time will not hesitate to vote itself perpetual. This was 
one fault of the long Parliament, butwmore remarkably of 


Founrra Sentes.—-Von, 1. 
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Holland, whose Assembly first voted themselves from ane 
nual to septennial, then for Jife, and after a course of yenrs,_ 
that all vacancies happening by death or otherwise should 
bo filled by themselves, without any application to consti- 
tuents at all, , 

4, A Representative Assembly, although extremely well 
qualified, and absolutely necessary as a branch of the legis- 
lative, is unfit to exercise the executive power, for want of 
two essential properties—seciecy and despateh. 

5. A Representative Assembly is still less quilifed for 
the judicial power; because it is too numero, too slow, 
and too little skilled in the laws. t ’ 

6. Because a single Assembly, possessed of all the pow- 
ers of Government, would make arbitrary laws for their 
own interest, execute all Jaws arbitrarily for their own 
interest, and adjudgo all controversies in their own fa- 
vour. s 

But, shall the whole power of legislation rest in one 
Assembly? Most of the foregoing reasons apply equally 
to prove that the legislative power ought to be more com~ 
plex; to which we may add, that if the legislative power 
is wholly in one Assembly, and tha exceutive in another, 
or in a single person, these two powers will oppose and 
encroach upon each other, until the contest shall end in 
way, and the whole power, legislative and executive, bo 
usurped by the strongest, a 

The judicial power, in such case, could not mediate, or 
hold the balance between the two contending powers, be- 
cause the legislative would undermine it. And this shows 
tho necessity, too, of giving the executive pawer a nega- 
tive upon the legislative, otherwise this will be continually 
encroaching upon that. 

To avoid these dangers Iet a distinct Assembly be con- 
stituted, as a mediator between the two oxtreme branches 
of the Logislature—thut which sepresents the peels and 
that which js vested with the executive power, "Let tho 
Representative Assembly then elect by ballot, from among 
themselves or their constituents, or both, a distinct Asseni- 
bly, which, for the sake of perspicuity, we will call aGoun- 
cil. It may consist of any number you please, say (wenty 
or thirty, and should have a freo and independent exercise 
of its judgment, and conseguoutly a negative voice in the’ 
Lagilinre. 

These two bodies thus constituted, and mado integral 
parts of the Logislature, let them unito, and by joint ballot 
choose a Goyernour, who, after being stripped of most of 
those badges of domination called prerogatives, should baya 
a fieo and independent exercise of his judgment, and be 
made, also, an integral part of tho Logislature, This I 
know is liable to objections, and if you please you may 
make him only President of the Council, ns in Connecticut ; 
but, as the Governour is to be invested with the executive 
power, with consent of Council, E think ha ought to have 
a negative upon the legislative. If ho is annually clective, 
as he ought to be, he will always have so much reverence 
and aflection for the People, their Representatives and 
Counsellois, that although you give him an independent 
exercise of bis judgment, he will seldom use it. in opposi~ 
tion to the two Houses, oxcopt in onses tho publick utility 
of whieh would bo conspicuous; and some such casos 
would happen, 

In the present exigency of American affairs, when by an 
act gf Parliament we are put out of the Royal pioteation, 
andtonsequently discharged fiom our allegianco, und it 
has become necessary to assume Government for our im- 
mediate security, the Governour, Lieutenant-Governour, 
Secretary, ‘Treasurer, Commissary, and Attorney-General, 
should be choson by joint ballot of both Houses. And 
these and all other cleations, espeoially of Representatives 
and Counsellors, should be annual, there not being in tho 
whole cirele of the scionces a maxim more infallible than 
this, * Where annualclections ond, there slavery bogins.” 

These great men, in this respect, should’ bo, once a 
year, . 

. © Tjko bubbles on the soa of matter harne, 

They iso, they bent, and to that seu rotutn. © ae 


This will teach them the great political virtues of humili- 
ty, patience, and moderation, without which very man 


in power beconies a ravenous beast of prey. ; 
This mode of constituting tho great-oflices of state will 


- answer very well for the present;"bat if, by experiment, it 
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should bo found inconvenient, the Legislature may, at its 
leisure, devise other methods of ercating them, by elections 
of the people at large, as in Connecticut, or it may enlarge 
the.term for which they shall be-chosen to seven years, or 
threa years, or for life, or make any other alterations which 
the society shall find productive of its case, its safety, its 
freedom, or, in one word, its happiness. 

A rotation of all offices, as well of Ropresentatives and 
Counsellors, has many advocates, and is contended for with 
many plausible arguments, It would be attended, no doubt, 
with many ‘Advantages, and if the society has a suflicient 
number of suitable characters to supply the great number 
of vacancies which would be made by such a rotation, I 
can see no objection toit, ‘These peisons may be allowed 
to serve for three years, and then be excluded three years, 
or for any longer or shorter term. 

Any seven or nine of the Legislative Council may be 
made a quorum, for doing business as a privy council, to 
advise the Governour in the exereise of tho executivo 
branch of power, and in all acts of state. 

The Governour should have the command of the Militia, 
and of all your armies. The power of pardons should bo 
with the Governour and Council, Judges, justices, and 
all other officers, civil and military, should be nominated 
and appointed by the Governour, with the advice and con- 
sent of Council, unless you choose to have a Government 
more popular; if you do, all officers, civil and military, 
may be chosen by joint ballot of both Houses, or, in order 
to proservo the independence and importance of each 
Tlouse, by ballot of ovo House, concurred in by tho other. 
Sheriffs should be chosen by the freehalders of Counties ; 
so should Registors of Deeds and Clerks of Counties. All 
ollicers should have commissions, under the hand of the 
Governaur and seal of the Colony. 

The dignity and stability of Government, in all its 
branches, the morals of the people, and every blessing of 
society, depend so much upon an upright and skilful admi- 
nistration of justice, that the judicial power ought to bo 
distinct from both the legislative and executive, and inde~ 
pondent upon both, that so it may be a check upon both, 
as both should be checks upon that. The judgos, there- 
foro, should always bo men of learning and experience in 
tha laws, of exemplary morals, great pationce, calmness, 

coolrfess, and attention. Their minds should not be dis- 
tracted with jarring interests; they should not be dopend= 
ant upon any man, or body of men, ‘To theso ends they 
should hold estates for lifo iu theiv offices, ar, in ather 
* words, their commissions should be during good behaviour, 
and their salavios ascertained and established by law. or 
v misbabayiour, the grand inquest of the Colony, the Louse 
-of Ropresentatives, should impeach them before the Go- 
vernour and Council, whore they should havo tima and 
opportunity to make their defence, but, if convicted, should 
bapramoved from their offices, and subjected to such other 
punishment as shall be thought proper. 

A Militia law, requiring all mon, or, with very few ox- 
ceptions basides cases of consoionce, to bo provided with 
arm and ammunition, ta be trained at certain seasons, and 
tequiring Countios, Towns, or othor small Districts, to be 

vovided with publick stocks of ammunition and intrench- 

ing utensils, and with some settled plans for transporting 
<provisioyis after the Militia, when marched to defend their 
country against sudden invasions, and requiring certain Dis- 
tricts to be provided with ficld-picces, companies of Ma- 
trosses, and perhaps some regiments of Light-Horse, is 
always a wisg institution, and in the present circumstances 
of our country indispensable. 

Laws for the liberal education of youth, especially of the 
lower class af people, are so extremely wise and useful, 
that to a’humane and generous mind, no expense for this 
purpose, would be thought extravagant, 

he very mention of sumptuary laws will excito a smile. 
Whether ouy countrymen havo wisdom and virtuo enough 
to submit to them, I know not. But tho happiness of tho 
people might be greatly promoted by them, and a revgnue 
saved sufficient to carry on this war foravar. Frugality is 
a great revenua, besides curing us of vanities, Jovitios, and 
bree which are real antidotes to all great, manly and 
warlike virtues. - : 

But must not all commission’ rin frthe name of a King? 
No. Why may they ndt as well run thus,.“ The Colony 


be 


& 
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of... to A, B., greeting,” and bo tested by the Ga- 
vernour? 7 

Why may not writs, jvstend of running in the namo of 
the King, run thus, “'Phe Colony of ©. . to the Sheriff,” 
&e., and be tested by the Chief Justice ? 

Why may not indictments conclude, “ agninst the peace 
of the Colony of . .. . and the dignity of the sumo?” 

A Constitution founded on these principles, introduces 
knowledge among the people, and inspires them with a 
conscious dignity, becoming freemen. A general cmula- 
tion takes place, which causes good humour, sociabtlity, 
good manners, and good morals to be general. That ele- 
vation of sentiment inspired by such a Government, makes 
the common people brave and enterprising. ‘That ambition: 
which is inspired by it makes thom sober, industrious, aud 
frugal. You will find among them somo elegance, por- 
haps, but more solidity; a little pleasure, bat a great deal 
of business; some politencss, bat mote civility. Uf you 
compare such a country with the regions of domination, 
whethor monarchical or avistogratical, you, will fancy your- 
sell in Areadia or Elistum. 

If the Colonies should assume Governments separately, 
they should be Joft entirely to their own chico of tlfe forms, 
and ifa Continental Constitution should be formed, it should 
bo a Congress, containing a fair and adequate representa~ 
tion of the Colonies, and its authority should sacredly be 
confined to these cases, viz: war, trade, disputes between 
Colony and Colony, the post-office, and tho unappropria- 
tod lands of the Crown, as they used to be called, 

Those Colonies, under such forms of Governnent, and in 
such a union, would be unconquorable by wll the Monar- 
chies of Aurope, 

You and I, my dear friend, havo been sent into Tife ata 
time whon the greatest lawgivers of antiquity would have 
wished to live. How few of the human yace have ever 
enjoyed an opportunity of making an election of Govarn- 
ment more than of air, soil, or cliniate, for themselves or 
their children}! When, before the present epocha, had 
threo millions of people full power and a fair opportunity to 
form and establish the wisest nnd happiest Govornment that 
human wisdom cau contrive? [hope you will avail your- 
solf and your country of that extensive learning and inde- 
fatigable industry which you possoss, to assist her in the 
formation of tie happiest Govornmonts, and the best cha- 
racter of a gieat people. For myself, I must beg you to 
keep my name out of sight, for this fecblo attempt, if it 
should be known to be mine, would oblige me tq apply to 
mysolf those lines of the immortal John Adilion, in ono of 


his sonnots, 
«did but prompt tha ago ta quit thalr ologa 
yy (he known rules of anatont Hborly, 
Whon atrnight 2 barbarous nolea onvirons mo, 
Of owls and auokons, nsvod, apod, nud doge.” 


JONUN ADANS TO TAMAS WARREN, ”* 
Philadelphia, Fobruary 14, 1776. 
Dear Sm: Tshall enclose to a lady of my acquaintance 
all the newspapers which have been printed in.this city 
since my arival, by which you will see to what point the 
tide of political sentiment sets. Scarcely a paper comes 
out without a speculation or two in open vindication of 
opinions, which, five months ago, were snid to be unpo- 


bet; secretly entertained the same pe tis then, bat 
injudiciously avoided speaking out. Tho réstraint, how- 
ever, is now taken off. I expect to see the New-England 
papers very soon chiming in with the concert, 

Lhave written to My, Sever the Congress have ordered 
ten tons of saltpetye to the Council, to be made into pow- 
der, and requested him to ‘communicate it to the Cayrt. 
I hope every nerve will be exorted, with the utmost vigor, 
to sat up powder-mills, complete them, and procure per~ 
S008 steed in tho inanulactare of powder. I am not with- 
out a Habe pace that such persons will bg wanted, I 
apprehend, however, that there are persons who are pos- 
sessed of the necessary knowledge of the composition and 
head of ingredients. yen Mr. Weed, of Weymouth, 

conjecture, would bo able to instruct others, The samg 
rule which has made a $mall quantity in a family mortar, 
applied to a large mil, will make a larger yoo No 
expense, no industry, ought to be spared. Dou’t fail, my 


rsuasiotis™ 


. 
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dear friend, to inform me of every step;in the progress of 
the manufacture of saltpetre and gunpowder. 

Measures are taking to make cannon, both of brass and 
iron. Some experiments have been made in Maryland, 
Philodelphia and New-York, with success. I will ac- 
quaint you with particulars, as fast as I can, 

Shall we be able to get seamen to man our navy when 
our trade shall be opened? Will they not be all better em- 
ployed? 

Lam, your friend. 

To the Honourable James Warren, Yisq., Speaker of the 

House, Watertown, 





DECLARATION OF THOMAS AUSTIN, 
Philadelphia, Fobraary 14, 1776. 
As the Committee of Safety for this Piovince have ad- 
judged my late conduct to be inimical to the cause of 
American freedom, I am sincerely sorry that T have given 
any displeasure,to my countrymen, and do solemnly de- 
clare, that I never intended, by any thing L have said or 
done, to obstruct the measures carried on for the maintain- 
ing the" liberty of these Colonies. I do further, in the like 
solemn manner, declare and promise, that [will not for the 
future throw any reflections on the publick mensures afore- 
said, or the advisers or promoters of thom, nor, in any man- 
ner whatever, endeavour to obstruct or discredit such mea- 
sures, 
I do, also, rasign my seat as a momber of tho Commit- 
tae of Inspection and Observation for this County. 
Tuomas Austin. 


TO THE FREEMEN OF THE PROVINCE OF PENNSYLVANIA, 


Some mon talk of peace and reconciliation in a way that 
does little credit to their understandings, and less to their 
political principles. If honest, they are cowards; if knaves, 
they are fools, The excellence of the English Constitu- 
tion, and happiness we enjoyed in a state of dependance 
on Great Britain, are spoken of with such warmth, eager- 
ness, and seeming devotion, that I am turned out of the 
ie 1 had prescribed to myself, to set the matter in its ruc 

ight, 

My signature is Salus Populi, and my professed design 
is to throw out such hints to your consideration as may tend 
to the advantage of the grett North-dmerican community, 
without zogard to sect or party, or to this or that man’s 
sontimerts-or interast, where tho welfare of the whole could 
bo injured thereby. Ho, therefore, who would sacrifice the 
publick to private interest, and whose views extend not to 
the general good of his country, will find little to please 
him in what [advance. I give this cautionary admonition 
however, to every one, that as he regards his future welfare 
and happiness, and wishes to merit the Divine favour, let 
him now conduct himself. Wo are not brought into our 
present critical circumstances for nothing. And if we ne- 
glect to make the best of them we will scarcely obtain the 
approbation of the Almighty, 

aThough much might be said not very advantageous to 
the British Constitution, yet I will waive it for the present. 
Sho most assuredly has not yet found out any effectual 
method of securing the rights of the people from encroach- 
meiits of the Crown; i. e. from tyranny. But be her Con- 
stitution evet so good, it is little to us. That Constitution 
is certdinly not very extraordinary, which las not vigour 
sufficient to support itself against the slightest attack; and 
this is the Constitution of the Cotonies, 
deqvours to preservo your privileges did it ever enter into 
your heads to apply to the powers of your Constitution for 
protection? “No! and if it had, what would it have done 
for you? Nothing. Mercantile combinations have done 
mate in 4 few months for the preservation of the liberties 
of Amerteas than all your constitutional powers would have 
effected in ten thousand yeas. It js for this reason that 
the Tories,and an Adniinistration which is doing all in its 
power to enslave you, wish to see every thing pass through 
what they affect to'call a constitutional channel, I say, 
anercantile combinations have dope more, in a few months, 
than all our constitutional powers could have effected in ten 
thousand years, and yet every one who reflects how reluce 


tantly that measure was lately complied with, will leave 
y ¥ comp : 
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little to tho hazard of such future combinations. On this 
precarious tenure have we held every privilege which should 
be dear’to man for these twelve years past: And on this 
tenure we must yet hold them, if some people can have 
their way. ’ 

The happiness we enjoyed in a state of dependancy on 
Great Britain before the year 1768, is the ery with which 
they hope to lull us to rest on the lap of an abandoned 
Government, which knows no right but the pleasure of an 
obstinate and blood-thirsty Prince and his Courtly syco- 
phants, That we occasionally enjoyed a state of muclt 
happiness, both before and since the year 1763, cannot be 
denied ; but the portion of that happiness whicl arose-from 
our dependance on Great Britain is not quite so evident 
as some people may imagine. Let us examine this matter 
with candour and honesty; and here it must stike us at 
first view, that we enjoyed more happiness whet they let 
us alone, than when they exercised any degree of that au- 
thority over us, which, as long as we ate dependant we 
must acknowledge they possess, This, I apprehend, is not 
saying much for the happiness of a state of dependancy on. 
Great Britain, Whence sprang our happiness then, will 
some people inquire? I will unfold to you the source of 
that happiness you so pant afer, and which, if you pursue 
the path pointed out to you by Providence, will shortly ro- 
turn and remain with you for ages, in all probability uatil . 
the curtain which divides time (rom eternity is- withdrawn, 
and the sconery of this world brought to a period, 

{tu sprung from the fertility of the soil, and the sobriety, 
industry, and equality of the inhabitants alone—sources 
from whence happiness always has, and ever will spring to 
the people who are so favoured of [leaven as to be pos- 
sessed of thom. Take away any one of these sources, 
and you take away a proportionablo part of the happinesg’ 
you enjoyed, Lake thom all away, and were’ your dapon- 
dance on Great Britain ten tines what it is at present, you 
will not be happy. Our dependance on Great Bittain 
never did, nor never could add tho ten thousandth part of 
a grain to that happiness which flowed so abundanily to us 
from the forementioned sources. It is not in the nature of 
dependance to confer happiness, but the reverse, Ever 
dependancy presupposes a kind of mastery, and there is 
but one only can bestow happiness, vin; a depondance 
upon God, “We enjoyed happiness in a state,of depen- 
dance, but not from ‘that state, Le who is a dependant, 
has a master, and he who has a master is & servant, if not 
a slave, re 

The state of equality, which, as yet, subsists among us, 
and ought for ever to be preserved, is a principal souree 
both in our happiness, and of the preservation of our liberties. 
Any one who will read the Ministerial pamphlet intiuled, 
A Letter from the People of Great Britain ta the People 
of America,” will there find how eagerly thoy wish to form 
distinctions amongst us, that they may create a few more 
tools of oppression, ‘Chey wish to sce us aspire to nobi- 
lity, and ave ready to gratify us whenever we do, They 
can now depend only on the Crown officers and their de~ 
pendants, with « few of the heads of some seois ir? reli- 
gion, who prefer basking in the sunshine of British royalty 
and Court favour, to tho simple practice of the pute reli- 
gion of their forefathers. Only be reconciled for a lew years 
Jonger, until they have raised a number of our Selectmen to 
the different ranks of nobility, and then preserve your liber- 
ties if you can. : . 

Some think they say every thing against a state of indé- 
pendence by erying out, that in a state of.dependance we 
anjoyed the protection of Great Britain. Ay antl we en- 
joyed something else, which sounds not sovagreadble; we 
enjoyed a large share in her wars, with these favourable 
circumstances, that evory war between Great Britain and 
France is principally carried on in America, and that we 
assist her through these wars only to give her an opportu 
nity of quarrelling with us afterwards, «| |, 

But do not we pay dearly for this protection? The ree ~ 
striation of our trade alone is worth ten tithes the proted- 
tion, besides the sums we pay in customs and other dailas, 
to the amount of nore than a million annually. ‘The"cus- * 
toms of the port of London alone are worth two niilltons 
sterling per annum. How, ‘many Londons America may 
contain a century hetice, if sh ngrtbecames independent, 
God only knows. Our present ependali¢y costs us as 
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much in twonty years now, ag would enable us, with the 
Divino assistance, to finish the present war with success, 
and protect, our (rade in a state of independeney for five 
hundred years to coma, - 

Let us for once suppgge an independency, that wo may 
observe the consequence. We shquid then trade with every 
nation that would trade with us; i, e. with every nation in 
Europe‘at least. Suppose we wore attacked by some fo- 

“ yeign Power in this state of independency, (for this is the 
* bugboar,) what then? ‘The nation that would be fool 
enough to do it would raiso a hornet’s nest about its ears; 
for what nation would stand by, and without a murmur seo 
iself cut off from the source of trade it enjoys with Ame- 
ica, which would be the case were we once subdued. No. 
Every nation which enjoyed a sharo of our trade would be 
guarantee for the peaceable behaviour and good conduct 
of its neighbours ; and Great Britain hevsolf would twenty 
* years hence become a firm friend and ally, if her friend- 
ship could then be worth the acceptance, for the twentieth 
part of that trade she nowaflects to despise, But it could 
snevor be the interest of any other nation to male war upon 
us alter we had obliged Great Britain to let us nlone, Can 
it ever be the interest of America to make war upon Lu- 
rope? No more can it be the interest of any Power in 
Bone to make war apon America after she has fought 
heysolf into a stato of independency, To ask what should 
we do for fleets to protect our trade, it is as absurd as to 
agk if timber grows in America, During the present war 
we need flects, and it may bo owing to the wenkness of 
human counsels, that wo ontered so late into any measure 
fog that purpose, ILad wo fitted out sixty or seventy of 
our best sniling vessels, and the moment the King’s ships 
seized the first of our vessels legally cleared out, sent them 
off; to the Fest-Indies, with orders to seize every English 
+ vosse] that caine in their way, we would not now bo in- 
sulted by flects on our coasts, nor our towns be daily in 
“ danger of being reduced to ashes, ‘hey would havo had 
something else to busy themselves with, But the war once 
over, fleets to protect our trade will be nearly unnecessary. 
Our trade will protect itself, It never will be the interest 
of any nation to disturb our trade, while we trade free) 
with it} and it will ever bo our interest to trade freely with 
all nations, As long as the wide Adantick Ocean rolls 
betweerf us and Euroye, so long will we be foe from foreign 
subjection were we once clear of Great Britain; and as long 
aswe romain free from foreign subjection, so Jong will our 
trade protect itself, 
Our situation, in this respect, is peculiar to ourselves ; we 
« baye no haughty oeighbouring tyrant to disturb our inter- 
nul repose, and the (leets of no nation will disturb us on tha 
high soas, whilo a commoreial intercourse subsists between 
us. , The consequence of intependency to America, if sho 
malos a right use of the present oceasion, will be a perfect 
stage of politionl liberty, a good, sound, wholesnime Con- 
stitution, a free and enlarged trade, and peace to tho end 
of tints, unless our sins shauld bring down the Divine ven- 
gennce tipon us, ‘Phat of a connection with Great Bri- 
faiw‘on the principles of our former dependancy is a weak, 
feeble, unwholesome Constitution, unable to stand against 
the slightest shock, a very restricted losing trade, and the 
prospect of being made the seat of every war betweon 
oo and France as long as that connection shall 
Ast, 7 
“Ever§~progpect of the futuro strongly invites us to em- 
brace independency; and what is of the greatest weight 
with me, every Providential occurrence, for more than 
twenty years pasi, seems preparatory to it, The last war 
trained many“of us to the use of arms, and taught us to 
look stendfasily into the face of an enemy, the conqueror 
of Canatla, with the Canada Bul, a twelve yenis struggle 
against aypiession to ween our affections, ows present haps 
py and unexanipled union, and a successful end of the 
. first campaign of a most righteous war against tho oppres- 
sions of the state we depended on, have fixed the tine for 
that independency, which even the present Adininistration 
acknowledges must one day take place. Tho vojco of God, 
therefore, to America appears at present to bo, * If you 
will yernain free and happy, if you wish not to entail a civil 
war or slavery on your offspring, if you spill not your blood 
at present in vain, and despjse-not what Janes heen doing 
{or you these Uventy ‘years past, though you know it not; 
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fix a Constitution which will givo perfect liberty to all my 
people vow in, or that horealter shall tly to daerica for 
shelter from tyranny and oppression, and dechure for indo- 
pendency immediately, and put your trust in me alone for 


n 
SUCCESS. Sanus Porunt. 


P. S. In another irregular number 1 propose to show 
you that the notion of the Colonies quarrelling among 
themselves ig absurd, aud that this can never take place, 
except in ono case, which it is our present duty and busi« 
ness effectually to guard agninst. 


A GENTLEMAN OF PURLICK CHARACTER, TO 1115 FRIEND IN 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Fobrunry 14, 1776. 

My pean Sin: T was favoured abput a week ago with 
your letter, and shall be much obliged at apy time when 
you are at Icisure, to let me know how tatters are going 
on. I shall bo very bappy to bear that the Provincial 
Army gets possession of Boston; but Lhtartily wish that 
no attempt may be made without the uimost probability of 
success. I have given great attention to Instory, to the 
strength and policy of States, and the conduct of their 
contentions one with another; and I find many more inis~ 
fortunes that may be attributed to the want of prudence, , 
than the want of cowage, It is never, in any instance, the 
interest of both parties to fight; and, in the present case, 
1 think our security and glory lies in acting on the defen- 
sive, Our enemies are on hostile ground ; time eats them 
up almost ag fast as Great Britain sonds them. ‘I'he past 
eamipaign has been so reproachtul to them, Pas as BLO 
mention made of jt in the Protest of the Llouse of Pours, 
almost in the same terms that I have douo in many af my 
letters. 

{ placed great confidence in the prudence and firmness 
of General iVashington on bis first olection, and his con~ 
duet has fully justified my expectations. ‘Che Army bas 
beon kept in excellent order ; the country has been fully 
satisfied ; human blood has beon spared; and yot, our enc= 
mies have bean, and are now, in the most disgraceful situa 
tion, ‘Tho truc knowledge of defensive war is tho attain- 
ment of modern times. If the Romans had understood 
this art, as yell as they did bravery in the fidld, do you 
think that Llannibad would havo gained the victory at 
Canne? And, aller that expensive losson, Jabins do- 
feated him entirely, by only taking the advantage that ne- 
ture had given him. Ido not think that adyantnge wag 
ever moro on the sido of any people than it is on that of 
America just now. Wo are sure to beat England, if wo 
only take care that they do not beat us. It is the ¢ircum- 
staneos of our distance and unanimity tbat constitute ofr 
chiof strougth, togother with thair groat ignorance of Ame- 
rica, and uniform wrong judgment in every pariguhw, ‘Lhe 
prosent Parliament seems not to be a whit wiser, for all 
that has happened. hoy have voted twenty-five thousand 
mon, which, I affirm not to be at all sufficient for the con- 
quost of Connecticut alone, provided that noithax men nar 
provisions aro sent (rom the other Colonies. They talk very 
mnuch of the power of Great Britain, and it is a powertul 
state; but there are limits to every human power ; and,:il’. 
Britain attompts any project against the nature of things, 
1 know well enough who will get the better. *,, ; 

In this country, we begin to apprehend that New~ Youte 
will be the seone of action. Not much his yet ;passed 
worth relating ; the best thing I can say to you is, that the 


ospirit and unanimity of the country is as great, or greater, 


than ever. 
Iam, dear sir, your most obedient, humble servant. 


GENERAL LEE TO GONERAL WASHINGTON. — 
Now-York, Fobroary 14, 1776, 
Dear Genenar: [ should have written to you more 
constantly, but really had no means of conveying my let- 
ter. A Mr. Buchannan and Tolby, bound for Llead-Quar- 
tors, will deliver you this. You will ‘exeuso the concise. 
ness, as my time is shoit, ° é 
The Goveinour and Captain of man-of-war had threatens 
ed perdition to the town, if the cannon was removed lidm the 
batteries and wharves; but, I ever considered their threats 


, : 
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as a brutwn fulmen, and even persuaded the town to be GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASTIINGTON. 


of the same way of thinking. We, accordingly, conveyed = = Albany, February 14, 1776. 
them to a place of safety in the middle of the day, and no Dean Sm: A few days ago I was honowed with your 
cannonade ensued. ‘letter “of the Q7th ultimo, by Bennet. I wis so greatly 


Captain Parker publishes a pleasant reason for his pas- jndisposed then that it-was with difficulty I could do that 
sive conduct. He says that it was manifestly my intention, business, which was indispensable : 1 am, since, much bet 
and that of the New-Englandmen under my command, to ter, A copious discharge from an internal imposthume in 
bring down destruction on this town, so hated for their my breast has given me great relicl; and I have reason to 
loyal principles; but that he was determined not toindulge think it is healing, as my cough is greatly abated, and I 
us,so remained quiet out of spite, The people here laogh gain strength so fast that I hope soon to bé able to go to- 
at his nonsense, and begin to despisa the menaces which Canada, where all is in confusion, Re ae 2 
formerly aséd to throw them into convulsions. To do Mr, Malker, I fear, has too much attention paid to his 
them justice, the whole show a wonderful alacrity ; and,in advice, which is, from what L can learn, generally founded 
removing the cannon, men and boys, ofall ages, worked with on his private resentments for the many hardships he has 
the greatest zeal and pleasure. 1 really believo that the suffered; indeed, he has suffered so much, that he must 
generality are as well affected as any on the Continent. be mere than man to divest himself of all resentment; but 

The Provincial Congress have ordered in fificen hun- this, I fear, has already proved very detrimental (0 our 
dved Minute-Men; a number equal to two battalions, are cause, {have written fully and freely on this subject to 
coming from Pennsylvania and the Jerseys, Lord Stirling’s Congress. 

Regiment is alyeady here, but not complete: when the Five companies of Colonel De Iaas’s, and one af Colo-, 
major part, or a sufficient number arrive, we shull begin nel Mazwell’s, are marched from hence. ‘They are much 
our works. My intention is, to pull down that part of the thinned by sickness and desertion, and camo Very ill pro- 
fort on the town side, to prevent its being converted into vided; the better half of their arms required repairs, and 
a citadel for the enemy, and to erect a battery on a tra- the whole were to be furnished with shoes, socks, mittens, 
verse in tho street, to prevent their making a lodgment in &e., which causes a considerable detention, ‘and distresses 
it, Avvedoubt and battery at the pass of Feleate will me much, as hardly any thing is to be bought in thig place. 
provont their ships and tenders passing and repassing, to « It is extremely difficult to determino what should be 
and from the Sound. We havo fixed on a spot in Long- done, in what you mention, respecting the ofter*anade by the 
Island for a retyenched camp, which, 1 hope, will render Caughnarwaga Indians; but, if we can get decently rid of 
it impossible for them to get footing on that important their offer, F would prefer it to employing them. ‘The ex- 
“Asland. As this camp can always be reinforced, it is our pense we are at, in the Indian department, is now amazing 5 
intention to make it so cupacious as to contain four thon- jx will be move so when they consider themselves ns in our 
sand men, The batteries on the pass of Ludson’s River servico; nor would their intervention be of much conse- 
will be secured as soon as possible; same of tho boaiy wence, unless we could procure that of the other nations. 
cannon from hence, must be sent up for the purpose. It Whe hauteur of the dndians is much diminished sinco the « 
is, really, a fine train we ave in possession of, You shall taking of Montreal; thoy evidently seo that they cannot 
have areturn of the guns, as well as stores, by the post. get any supplies but through us, 

Captain Smyth is an excellent, intelligent, active officer; ~ I have not a mortar to send into Canada, and no heavy 
and I take the liberty of recommending him to your pro- artillery, as your Kixcellency will perceive from tho en- 
tection, Captain Bad/am, of the Artillery, is likewise a closed return, many of which, meutioned there, are unfit 
man of groat merit in his way. for service. | have sent on half a ton of powder, which 

You must pardon me, dear General, for a liberty Lhave came from Philadelphia, and we buve none left here, 
taken. ‘You know that Sears was to collect our volun- — If even the regiment from the Massachusetts, which 
teers in Connecticut ; ‘but ho thought he could not succeed, you ordered to be raised, govs into Cancda, the nuimber*of 
unless he had some nominal office and rank ; I accordingly, troops there will be still short of eight completo regi- 
most impudently, by the virtue of the power deputed by ments, as many are very deficient, and two cannot bo vais 

i ‘Su to me, eon power you never deputed,) appointed ed out of the troops that remained in Canada, nimBers 
. fi assigfarit Adjulant-General, with rant of Lieutenant: of whom are daily coming away, 
Colonel, for the expedition. It.can havo no bad conse- — General Arnold still continues the blockade of Quebec ; 5 
quences ; the man was much tickled, and it added spurs tho garrison appear to be in want of fucl, as they have at- 
tg his head. Ue is a creature of mach spirit and publick tempted to break up some vessels near the own, but were, 
vittue, and ought to have his back clapped. prevented by our people, who mado a fow prisoners on the 

With respect to the Canada expedition, which you in- occasion. 
directly praposo to me, I have only ono answer to make: — 1 am, dear sir, with tho most respectful sentiments, and 
Wherever L’ can be of most service, there 1 should best wishos, your Excellency’s most obcdiont, hunble ser- 
choose tobe, 1 have, indeed, just at this instant, one ob-  yant, : 


Puri Scnuyien. 


jection, which is, [ am not without apprehensions that Ss . 
facing the cold may throw ne into a rolapse, so as not His Excellency General Washington, &e. 
only to render me unfit for service there, but every where —ee 


else. Lamyindeed, much better, but extremely tender ; 1 a 
«Wbegin to walk ; it has been a damned attack, a constant, SAPNBE MORE 2S. pila acne 7 
violent fever attending it; [ noither eat nor slept for eight orwioh, Febranry “4 7 
days ; but ny fever is passed, and [ begin toeat. A week, eae Sm: As your ony with your aE 
Thope, wil] set me up. Several members of Congress of Safety, have been pleased to direct me, to view tle 
have indicated a desire [ should go to Canada; I have ex- works, &e., for the defence of the harbour of Rac 
ET ee ite itt gaoay and uae, Wyonae ae Alantel th Caient 
honestly “of my willingness; but, in fact; unless they ex= 3 and, if > ~ : 
tale aa et pitas bees ante it will be in yain ae i hae pia i seca too pera 
© trouble their heads about a General, g opinion, Y a i" 
Colonel Richmore, who lately left Montreal, tells us, Londo and Groton, it was then my opinion, that such 
that what few troops are now there, will infallibly return 4% small nunber of men to be raised, was not acting with - 
home carly in April, He is gone to the Congress, and [such spirit and taking such offectoal mensures’as the nature 
hope will give them (as he is capable) tho necessary lights; of the case, the importance of the object, the neogssity at ‘ 
but, whataver steps they take, be assured, dear General, expedition, and the inner ier ae ‘ 
that Lam, with the ae aes readiness, prepared lo receive ae Le acer hi h people o; 1 expectation of tb 
and execute yours and their commands, and find it the universal opinion and cx) jon ¢ 
“Canada isc] confess, if I am only tolerably accoutred, people, that at least one regiment of men. pe salfed e 
a glorious fell, which rust flattgr the ambition of yours, sue aes ee Sainte Ashen 
most sincere at New-. lon a roton, it ; 
s Cuaptes Lex that might be necessary at Sleningtgny Layne, and so from 
* the, mouth of Connecticut to“thit of Pa cutuck Rivers. 


To General Washington. 
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Tho forming them into one entire regiment would bring 
the returns and accounts, &c,, into a smaller compass, and 
be more easy and ready for settlement. Tess than that 
number will, by all that Lenn learn, not give content, as they 
might be ablo on any sudden attack to defend nguinst tho 
enemy ; and this country would, in that case, come nearer 
towards haying an equal share of employment in this do- 
fensive ware. 
Tho Judges of our Court, last evening, called me in on 
the subject,*and as they had no other ready opportunity, 
‘that they might, through me, mako known their opinion, 
tnd wero all*anxiously of opinion, that no less number 
than a regiment would, by any means, be adequate—as it 
is an adopted custom in all the Colonies, to keep up a 
Sconbloribte body of troops for defenco ; they think, that, 
+ in case any disaster should happen, or the enemy get any 
considerable advantage of us, by reason of our neglect, 
either in expedition, or not having a considerable body of 
troops ready raised and disciplined on the spot, we should 
have reason to blame ourselves for it. ‘To have an alarm 
in the country, and the people taken from their businoss at 
every time, on the approach of two or three ships, would 
bein danger of frustrating the raising a sufficiency of pro- 
visions, and leave our lands in a great measure unoccupied, 
which might be fatal to our success. Such a regiment 
might be raised duting their pleasure, and under the direc- 
tion of your Honour and Council, or the General Assem- 
ably, and might bo undor such regulations that any number 
of them might march elsewhere on any emergency, 
These, may it please your Honour, among many others 
«to the same purpose, are the arguments among; the people 
genorally; a8 far as LT have been able to find their senti- 
ments, and-L thought it my duty to make them known to 
your Honour, as matter of information. 
Lam, sir, your Ilonour’s most humblo, and obediont 


pervant, Samuct Morr. 
Governour Trumbull. 


GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENURAL SCHUYLER, 
‘ ie Lobanon, February (4, 1776, 


Sm: Stuiday, 11th instant, at ten o’clock, received two 
lettoys, gf the 8th, from Goneral TVashington. Nothing 
+ ugw'in’the camp beforo Boston, At one o'clock, Mr. 
Bennet delivered me yours of the Sth, and at sunset an 
express arrived with tho lottor from General Le, of tho 
7th, a copy of which I give myself the pleasure to enclose. 
The intelligence it contains is both plensing and interast- 
ing. I did not think fit to disband Colonel MWard’s Rogi- 
ment, until L was mado acquainted with the reception met 
hy General Leo, on his going into tho city of New-York ; 
80 that, immediately, I was ablor to order the sama for- 
ward to his assistance, agreeable to his requisition. The 
‘vunjsty of business, for those two days past, occasioned my 

‘dptaini t, Bennet till this time, 

- On Byprcanng tho resolutions of Congress to raiso a 
battalion to go to the assistance of our frionds in Canada, 
I recalled nty first Proclamation, gone ont for that purpose, 
and {ssued n second, corresponding with the intentions of 
Congress. I conceive, its being done so early, it will prove 
no detriment to the servico. Your care and prudence in 
the settlement of the rolls, and the rate of fifteen miles a 
day, from where the soldiers were dismissed to their re~ 
spective Captain’s place of abode, will meet the approba- 
tion of Congress, The encouragement given by Congress 
will incline ail’ who are able to furnish themselves with 
arms, I shall give directions, so that no more will be ex- 
pected from yourthan the number mentioned in your last, 
most probably not so many. I shall attend to the mode 
adopted by you for the payment, according to an appraise- 
ment of the arms that sere dolivered into the Continental 
stores ‘by soldiers from this Colony. Colonel Burrell’s 
Rogintont will thuch oasiost march through lbany. Tavo 
appointed Mr. Adonijah Strong to make provision for 
their march to that city, there to be supplied out of tho 
Continental stores; and, to prevent confusion or multipli- 
sity of accounts, have appointed x trusty porson, Mr, Wil 
ham Lawrence, or some trusty person our Treasurer shall 
employ, to attend and pay the men, acvording to the Con- 
tingntal allowances, and keep clear accounts and vouchers. 
“Whethety the sleds or sleighs from houce will incline to’ go 
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further than Albany, is uncortain, By one of them, shalt 
send about eight hundred pounds powders Mr, Bennet 
will bring the rolls that are at Pay-"Lable. Major Douglass 
intended to have brought his to you, but, being Major of 
Colonel TVard's Battalion, have desirod him to send it to 
Hartford, for Bennet to carry forward. ‘Truly, our 'Troa- 
surer’s chest needs replenishing. I was much pleased with 
Colonel Moét’s frank and goneroys conduct in resigning 
hia appointment, Dopend that ho may be remembered 
when an opportunity prosents. . 

It gives me great pleasure to hear our little corps before 
Quebeck continue closely to blockade that city. This is true 
biavery. It must convince Lord North that Americans 
are not all poltroons. Your sentiments are extremely just. 
The conduct of Divine Providence towards the Untied Co- 
lonies, in this unhappy contest, hitherto, is very maryel- 
lous, and affords abundant matter for our rejoicing, with 
thankfulness to [lim who is the Supreme Birector of all 
events, for his salvation, and in hope of that which ig fu- 
ture. Twish you better health, and tha, opening of the 
Spring may restore, 

Lam, with grent truth and regard, sir, your most obodi- 


dient, humble servant, Jonatuan Trompunn 





ROBERT H, HARRISON TO OURISTOPUER LEPFINGWELLs 
Cambridgo, Fobruary 14, 1776, 
Sm: | have it in command from his Excellency to ac- 
knowledge receipt of your favour of the 11th instant, and 
to tell you that the half of each sort of the sholls bo imnie~ 
diately sent to this place, and the other half to Rowbury. 
You will receive, herewith, four hundred pounds, lawful 
money, to pay the cost of the transportation, &c. 
His Excellency returns you thanks for your attention, 
and desires you will forward these sholls with all possible 


expedition, J am, &e., Ronen 7, Wannigon. 
To Christopher Lefingwell, Wsq., Norwich. 


OENERAL WASHINGTON CO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 
[Road Fobieary 29, 1776,—Reforrad to Mv. Chase, Mr. J, Adams, Mr 
Ponn, Mr. Wytho, and Mr, Ruttadyo.} 

5 Cambiidgo, Mobrunry 14, 1776, 

Sin: Through you, I beg leavo to Iny before Congress 
the enclosed letter from Lord Drummond to General Jo- 
bertson, which camo to my hands a fow days ago, in order 
to be sent into Boston, As T never heard of hisLordship 
being vested with power. to treat with Congress upon the 
subject of our grievances, nor of his having laid any pro- 
positions before them for an accommodation, I confess it 
surprised mo much, and led me to form various conjectures 
of his motives, and intended application to General Lowe 
and Admiral Shuldham for a passport for thessafe conduct 
of such Deputies as Congress might appoint formogotinting 
terms of reconciliation between Great Britain and us. 
Whatever hig intentions aro, however bonoyolent his de« 
signs may be, I confess that his lotter has embarrassod me 
niueh, and [am not without suspicion of its meaning more 
than tho generous purposes it professes. 1 should suppase 
that, if the mode for negotiation which he points out should 
be adopted, which T hope will never be thought of, it ought 
to have been fixed and scttled previous to aby application 
of this sort, and, at best, that his conduct in, this instance 
is premature and officious, and leading to consequences of 
i fatal and injurious nature to the rights of this country. 
Ilis zen! and desire, perhaps, of an amicablo and constitu- 
tional adjustment taking place, may have suggested and 
precipitated the measure. .Bo that as it may, I thought it 
of (90 much importance to sufler it to go in, without hav- 
ing the express direction of Congress for that purpose, and 
that it was my indispensable duly to transmit thom the 
original, to make such interpretations and inforonces as they 
may think right. 

Hoes, Willard and Child, who wero sett to Novaa 
Scofia, in pursuance of the resolve of Congross, have Just 
returned, and made their report, which Edo mysolf ‘the 
honour to caclose you. .Phey have not answered the pure 
ae of their commission, by any means, as they only went 

uta litte way into that country, and found their inielli- 


gence upon the information of others, You will see the 
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reasons thay assign in excuse or justificntion of their con- 
duct, in the report itself. : 

Last night, a party of Regulars, snid to be about five 
hundred, landed on Dorehester-Neele, and burned some of 
the houses there, which were of no value to us, nor would 
they*have been, unless we take post there, They then 
might have been of somo service, A detachment wont 
after them, as soon as the fire was discovered, but, before 
it could arrive, they had executed their plan, and made 
their retreat, 

Enclosed, is a letter for David Franks, Esq., from Mr, 
Chamier, in Boston, upon the subject of victualling such 
of the King’s troops as may be prisoners within the limits 
of his contract, which I beg the favour of you to deliver 
him, and that proper agents may be appointed by him to 
see thatit isdone. I could wish, too, that Congross would 
fall upon some mode-for supplying the officers with such 
money as they may really stand in need of, and depute pro- 
per persons for that purpose, and furnishing the privates with 
such clothing asynay be absolutely necessary. I am ap- 
plied to, and wearied by their repeated requests. In some 
instances, I have desired the Committees to give the pri- 
soners within their appointments what they should judge 
absolutely necessary for their support, as the only means 
in my powor of relieving their distress. But 1 can ima- 
gine that, if there were persons to superintend this busi- 
ness, their wants would be better attendad to, and many ex- 
orbitant charges prevented and saved to the Continent, and 
the whole would then be brought into a proper account. 

Lam, sir, with great esteem and regard, your most obe- 


dient, humble servant, Gwonau Wisumovas 


P.S. Jesend a return of the strength of tho Regiments. 


Now-York, Fobruary 5, 1776, 

My pear Sin: Just as I was sitting down to wiite to you, 
I received yours, by General Clinton, but have not, as yet, 
had an opportunity of seeing him. During the very few 
moments | was with you at Boston, I oxpressed my wish 
of being able to make known at Philadelphia the disposi- 
tion in Znglénd towards an accommodation, upon liberal 
terms, and such as were foundod in equity and candour. 
You then concurred with, me in thinking that, however 
much those gentlemen whose province it new is to think 
for the publick might be held up as aiming at a total sepa- 
ration; they had as their sols object such a reconciliation 
as would give a constitutional security to their children, In 
this opinion J think we were not deceived. From all the 
conversation I had at Phéladelphia with those gentlemen, 
(who allow me, I hope, to rank myself among tho number 
of their friends,) I have every reason to think them most 
seriously disposed towards reconciliation. Irom a convic- 
tion of this, I have pressed the setting on foot a negotia- 
tion; nor am I without hopes of success. Should such an 
event take place, it is not impossible but a deputation from 
hence may be found expedient, and, in that case, a pass- 
port requisite for a security against English cruisers. Such 
& passport must be left blank, for filling up names, and 
sent by the same conveyance that this passes through. It 
wil] be needlgss to caution you against delay. My slight 
acquaintance with General Howe and Admiral Shuldham 
will furnish you with an apology for not making a more 
direct application. 


I continus,my dear friend, yours, &e., Davanowo, 


Brigadier-General Robertson, Boston. 


P.S, Let me guard you against letting this go to the 
publick, till you see how far my hopes are well-grounded. 


REPORT OF MESSRS. WILLARD AND OUILD. 

We, the subscribers, being appointed by his Excellency 
General Washington, agreeable to an order of the Con- 
tinental Congress, to repair to the Province of Nova-Sco- 
tia, for the following purposes, viz: To inquire into the 
disposition of the iplinbitants of said Province towards the 
common cause of ‘America, the condition of their fortifica- 
tions, quantity of wailike stores, the number of soldiers and 
sailors, and sbips-of-war: We beg leave to report as fol- 
lows, that, agreeable to the above order, we did repair toa 
place called Campo-Bello, about twenty or thirty miles into 
the Province aforesaid, but could not cross the Bay-of- 
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Fundy, for no vessel could be hired or ,procured, except 
we purchased one, as every yessel, even to a boat, that 
crossed the Bay, was scized as soon as they came into 
port, except cleared from Halifax; and we could not tra- 
vel any farther into the country, by reason of Govervour 
Legg’s establishing martial-law in said Province, and issu- 
ing several Proclamations, one heuring date July 5, 1775, 
which is as follows: 1 do, therefore, with the advice and 
consent of His Majesty’s Council, publish this Proclama- . 
tion, hereby notifying and warning all persons that they do 
not, in any manner, directly or indiectly, -nid or assist, 
with any supplies whatever, any Rebel or Rebels, nor hold 
intelligence or correspondence with them, nor conceal, har- 
bour, or protect any such offenders, as they-would avoid 
being deemed Rebels and Traitors, and be proceeded 
against accordingly ;” also, a Proclamation, dated Decem- 
ber 8, 1775, forbidding any styanger to be in Halifac more 
than two hours, without making his business known to a 
Justice of the Peace, upon the pain and peril of being 
treated as a Spy; also, forbidding any person enterthining 
any such stranger for more than two hours, without giving 
information, on the penalty aforesaid. From our own 
knowledge, and the best information fiom others, about 
eight parts out of ten of the inhabitants of Nove-Scotia 
would engago in the common cause of Americe, could they 
be protected. ‘There are no fortifications in tho Province, 
only at Lal fax, and those much ont of repair; but they 
are at work on them. They havo picketed the town in, 
and have about ono hundred and fifty pieces of cannon, 
not mounted, and about twenty or thirty pieces mounted in 
the town, ‘Thera were at Tlalifac about wo hundred sol- 
diers, the beginning of January, 1776, which were all that 
there were in the Province at that timo; but we are credi- 
bly informed that there are two regiments arrived there 
since that time. ‘There was only one ship-of-war, of sixty 
guns, at Elalifaw, and one, of fourtoen, at Annapolis, at 


the time uforesaid, Aanon Wituann, 
7 Moses Cup, 
GENERAL ORDERS. : 
Mend-Quartors, Cambridgo, Fobruary 9, 1776, 
(Parole, Sth ting.) (Counteragn, Jersey.) 

The Calonel of a Regiment is, on no pretence, to li- 
cense more than one Sutler within the limits of the camp, 
as the Quartermaster-Genoral has his Excellency’s posi- 
tive orders ta punish with severity any person ‘eh is (o- 
licensed, or licensod contrary to the above order. 

Ifany of the Militia who arc ordered into camp should 
incline to enter into the Continental Army, they are inme- 
diately to join the Regiment they inlist into, and are, from 
that day, to ba struck off the Militia rolls, that their pay 
may from thenceforward commence in the Regiment they 
engage in, and coase in the Militia, It is expectod that 
proper attention be paid to this order, as no plea of igne- 
rance will be admitted. ‘ 


“ 


Hend-Quartors, Cambridgo, Fobruary' 10, 1776, 

(Parole, S1Polk.) (Countersign, Albany.) 

General Green’s Brigade to furnish one Field-Officer, 
two Captains, four Subalterns, four Sergeants, four Corpo- 
rals, two Drums, and one hundred and twenty Privates, to 
relieve the Guard, to-morrow morning, upon Cobble-Hitl, 
General Sullivan's Brigade to furnish the same number of 
officers and men to reliove that Guard on Monday moining $ 
and so, alternately, by each Brigade, until furthor orders. 

Robert McKight, of Captain Gleason's Company, in 
Colonel Nizon’s Regiment, tried at a General Court-Mar- 
tial, whereof Colonel Autchinson was President, for deser- 
tion, and inlisting in different Regiments, js found guilty 
by the Court, and adjudged to receive thirty-nine lashes 
upon the bare back, and be stopped five pounds four shil- 
lings out of his pay, to repay those officers whom the pri- 
soner has defrauded, 7 

The General approves the sentence, and orders it to ba 
put in execution, at such time and place as the command- 
ing officer of the Regiment shall appoint. "% a ° 
Hoad-Quartors, Cambridge, Pee 11, 1776. 

(Gounteveign, Halley.) 


‘Darby's Company, in 


. 


(Parole, Bristol.) 
Benjamin Woodman, of Captain 


‘ 
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Colonel Prescoit's Rogiment, tied at a Into Genoral Court- 
Martial, whereof Colore) Ehuchinson was President, for 
desertion, is found guilty by tha Court, and sentenced to 
reactive twenty lashes upon bis bare back. ‘The General 
approves the sentence, and ordeis it to be executed, at 
such time and place as Colonel Prescott shall think pro- 
Els 

James McCormick, of Captain Farring tows Company, 
in Colonel Sargent’s Rogiment, tried at the abova Court- 
Martiul, for assaulting, beating, and robbing Samuel Mars- 
ton, Sergeant in Colone] Poor’s Regiment, is found guilty 
by the Court, and sentenced to receive thity-nine Inshes, 
and orders four pounds to be stopped out of his pay, to 
nish Sorgeant Marston, what tho prisoner robbed 
him of. 


Hond-Quartors, Cambridge, February 12, 1776. 
{Parule, Plymouta,) (Countersign, Por tsmotith.s 
Tho General, being informed that several of the Militia 
fre coming in without anns, orders that the Biigadiers, 
to those Brigades they aro joined, do examine into this 
matter, and discharge every man who has not arms, as they 
come in, keeping an account thereof, to deliver when 
called for. 

1t is with no small degree of astonishment that the Ge- 
neral observes, by the returns of last week, that seventeen 
men have been dismissed the service, out of which number 
Colonel Whitcomb alone has discharged seven. {lo is, 
therefore, called upon to bo at Lead-Quarters to-morrow 
morning, at ten o'clock, to account for his conduct in this 
instance. At tho same time, it is declarad, and particular 
attention will be paid to it, that, if any Colonal or com- 
manding officer of a Rogiment presume, in future, to dis- 
charge a man, without proper authority for so doing, he 
will bo put in arrest, ani ned for disobedience of orders. 
To hayo men inlisted one day, and discharged, as it were, 
the next, without avy action or apparent causo to disqualify 

“men for service, must have a bad appearance in the retuins 
sent to Congress, espacially when the list of deserters comes 
to be added to it. 

To ramedy those ovils as far as possible, it is directed, 
in cases where discharges aro Rally necessary, that tho 
commantling officer of the Regiment do produce the man 
Soliciting the discharge, to the Brigadior-General of his Bri- 
gade, who is to examine accurately into the matter, and not 
to give a discharge for sickness of a temporary duration, 

In case of desertion, the commanding officer of tho regi- 
ment or corps is immediately to report the deserter or 
deserters to his Brigudier-General, giving an oxuet deserip~ 
tion of the man, tho town hoe comes from, &e,,; who is to 
causa proper stops to be taken for apprehanding him. A 
reward of five dollars will be paid to any person, or persons, 
who shall apprehend and bring 9 deserter into the camp, 
wpon ats a certificate from the Brigadier of the ser 
Vice perloymod, 

— — 
: Hond-Quartors, Cambridge, Fobruary 13, 1776, 

(Poole, Litchfetd) (Counterslgn, Covent: y.) 

The Regiments of Militia lately arrived at Roxbury and 
Cambridge, ave immodiately to be Surnished with fifleen 
rounds of posvder and ball per man. ‘The Adjutant-Gene- 
ral will, upoit application, give orders upon the Commis 
sary-General for that quantity, Tho Regiments now at 
' Roxbury may apply to Major-General Ward, who will 
give order's accordingly, 

Captain Peleg Wadsworth is appointed Aid-de-camp td 
Major-General /¥ard during the absence of Samuel Os- 

~ good, Esq. 
Hend-Quartors, Cambridgo, February 14, 1776. 
(Parole, Richmond,) (Countersiyn, Lincole ) 

Tho General Court-Martial, of which Colonel LZuehin- 
son is Prosident, is dissolved. 

Benjamin Mumford, in Colonel Bond's Rogiment, uiod 
at the above Court-Martial for theft, is acquitted by the 
Court. Tlic General orders the prisoner to be relensed. 
The Provost-Maitial is, by his instructions, ordared ta sup- 
press all riots, to he particularly attentive to the behaviour 

~of all the Suilers in and about Cambridge, and sea that 
‘they shut up their houses at tattoo-beating, and do not 
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offer, upon any necount, to sell drop of liquor after that 
hour. All ollicors avo strictly enjoined to be aiding and 
assisting to the Provost, in tho due execution of his office, 
which tho late shocking proceeding of somo of the Sut- 
tlers mukes absolutely necessary. 


JOUN LANGDON TO MESHECH WEARE, 
Portsmouth, Foln any 13, 1776, 


Genvinwun: I have just reocived 9 letter from Phila 
delphia, informing me of one of the yossols belonging to the 
Continental service having arrived with sixty tong of salt. 
petre, thirteen tans of powdor, one thousand three hundred 
stand of good arms ; on which important news T have the 
honour to congratulate you. My lettor ia dated tho 3d inst, 5 
tha voasel arrived the day before. 

I am, with all respect, gentlemon, your most obedient 


= Fi 
servant, Joun Lanepon, 


a 


MARYLAND COUNCIL OT SAFETY TO COLONEL JOUN VHAZY, 
[No, 18] Annapolis, Fobruary 15, 1776, 
Sm: In consequence of a letter received this day from 
Mr, John Lhompson, dated 1st Hebruary, the Council of 
Safely have determined to purebaso the wholo of the gun- 
powder imported by Nathaniel Rumsey in partnership with 
a gentleman of Philadelphia; or, if that cannot be done, 
then so much as you can agice for; and request you would 
make the contract for the use of the Provines, ‘Choy have 
sont by Captain Craigg, five hundred pounds, cureney, to 
pay for the ton already engaged, but do not intend the 
whole ton for the separate use of your County, Thay will 
take eave you shall be plontifully supplied, in plopartion to 
other Counties» You will purehaso upon the most reason= 
able terms, The price, we expeet, will not exceed twen- 
ty-fivo pounds, currenoy, per hundred weight, unless tho 
Comitteo of Philadelphia should givo more. ‘Tho ba- 
lance of cash shall be immediately paid to your order, as 
soon as the powder is landed, and put into your custody or 
power, We are, &c. : 
To Colonel John Peazy, 


a 


MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAPNTY TO BALTIMORE COMMITTEE. 
(No. 16} Aunopolis, Pobrnary 18,1776, 
Gunrieaen: By a resolve of the Convention, the Com- 
mitteo of Observation were directed to purebase all tho 
sulphur they could meet with in thair several Countics, at 
a price not execading six ponce per pound, and to hayo 
the samo Jodgod in the store of Mosus, Law and Bowley, 
in Baltimore Town, Wo desivo you will let us know what 
has been done in your County, it consequonce of that re- 
solve, Wo are, &o, - 
To the Comnittaa of Observation for Baltimore County. 


ee 


GUSTAVUS SCOTE ZO DANICK OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER. 
Prinoosa-Anno, February 15, 1776, 


Si; T an divested by the Committeo of Observation of 
this County, Lo inform you, that tho Independent company 
raised for this County, and commanded by Captain Gundy, 
will bo collected at this place on Tuesday next; and they 
are desirous some way should be pointed out for supply- 
ing them with provisions and other necossuries, I'L ro- 
member right, the mode of victualling the troops js’ left 
entirely in the breast of the Council of Safety ; and I pre- 
sume you have taken some order in it before this time, 

There is ecrtainly a hecessity that provisions and fire- 
wood should be immedittely procured by somo person or 
other for the several companies, or tho probable ovent will 
bo, thay thoy will, or al least many of them, leave their 
place of station. Tf a particular person in cach County 
should bo appointed, cither by the Council of Safety, ov the 
Contiactor-Goncial, T would beg leave to mention to you 
Mr, James Geoghegan, 8 metehant of this town, both wil- 
ling and capable of executing tho business. . [ beg some 
immediate order may be taken in this matter; and am, for 
the Committee, sir, y ctr most obedient servant, 7 

Gustavus Scorr. 


To Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Eesq. 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER RECEIVED IN LONDON (BY Way 
OF NEW-YORK) DATED PIILADELPHIA, reBruary 15, 
1776, 

The saints of this place are, many of them, tuned sinners. 
The Friends, who have money, are as averse to diawing 
their, purse-strings, ag to drawing a trigger. Paper cur 
rency is become plenty hee, yot every one wishes for the 
ready, though no one dare speak, for fear of the displeasure 
of tle Congress, which is as arbitrary as the Inquisition in 
Spain. Soldiers are raising, and the river fortifying below 
this city, though you know vessels of any burden, even a 
large frigate, could not come up here. Two hulks are 
moored, in order to be sunk, should an atlempt be made, 
and thereby the channel blocked, Believe me, many peo- 
ple here are heartily tired of our great men’s knight erran- 
try; for | am afraid, on @ formidable appearance of the 
King’s troops, the Congress will not find so many friends 
here as they imagine. 

— 


InProvincial Congress, New-Jorsoy, Brunswick, 
, Febroary 15, 1776. i 
The Letter from the honourable Continental Congress, of 
the 12th instant, was read the second time, and is in the 
words following: 
“ Philadelphia, February 12, 1776. 
“Grntuemen: The ariival of troops at New- Yorz, the 
importance of that place to the welfare of America, and the 
necessity of throwing up a aumber of works to prevent our 
enemies from landing and taking post there, render it ne~ 
cessary that a number of troops should immediately join 
Major-General Lee. L am, therefore, desired to apply to 
you, and, fequest you would, with all possible expedition, 
+ send detaghments of your Minute-Men, equal toa battalion, 
under proper oflicers, and well armed and aceoutred, to 
‘New. York, there to be under the command of General 
Lee. 

.. Your approved zeal, in the cause of your country, givas 
me the strongest assurances that you will, with alacrity, 
embrace this opportunity of giving aid to your neighbouts, 
and that your people will cheerfully engage in a service by 
which they will uot only render essential service to their 
country, but also have av opportunity of acquiring military 
skill and knowledge in the construction of figld-works, and 
the metiiod of fortifying and intrenching camps, by which 
they will be the better able, when occasion cails, to defend 
their rights and liberties. 

+ “vam, gentlemen, your obedient, humble servant, 
“ Joun Lancocn, President. 


To tho Honourable Convention of New-Jersey.”” 


The Congress taking the above Letter into consideration, 
and desirous of doing every thing in their power to promote 
tho common cause, do /tesolve, unanimously, That the 
abovo requisition be complied with ; and that detachments 
of Minute-Men, properly accoutied, equal to a battalion in 
the Continental service, be immediately made, and marched 
to New- Yorke, under the command of Charles Stewart, Esq,, 
Colonel; Mark Thompson, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel ; Fre- 
derick Fralinghuysen and Thomas Elenderson, Wsquires, 
Majors ; and,that said Battalion, when joined with the Con- 
fon forces, be under the command of Major-General 

CG. 

Ordered,’ That Colonel Stewart wait on the honourable 
Continental, Congress, and take their orders respecting the 
supply ing of said Battalion. 


‘ ; 
A trae copy. Wintram Parrenson, Secretary, » 


4 — 
, Now-York, February 15, 1776, 
Yesterday, being the day appointed for the General As- 
semblyrof this Province to meet, a few of the Members 
met accordingly. The Governaur was pleased to prorogue 
their noxt meeting, ta the 14th day of March next, 

The alarm, and confusion jn this city, for some days past, 
was truly distressing, occasioned chiefly hy the unexpected 
arrival of General Clinton, in the Mercury frigate, and two 
other, vessels, a ship with troops, and a brig from Boston. 

“They sailed from hence three days ago, it is said for North- 
Carolina, since which we haye enjoyed some small degree 
of quiet, but, how long it will continue, is hard to tell. Last 
Lord’s day we were in much confasion; people in almost 


Founrs Sertes.—Vou, 1, . P 
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every street were loading carts with their goods; our 
chuiches weie nearly empty, and those who went could 
scarcely hear the preacher’s voice; in short, all was trepi- 
dation and confusion, The greatest part of the inhabi- 
tants, with their moveables, have taken refuge in the ooyn~ 
try, particulaily the women and childien, What aggra- 
vated the distressing scene was, the poor were flying with 
their children and hte all, to the country, many of whom 
could seaicely pay their feiriage, and did not know where 
to get shelter. It is wouthy of observation, that though 
many were taking advantages of the distresses of their 
brethren, by charging exorbitant prices for cartage, freight, 
&c., there weie some who acted a worthy part, and came 
from a consideiable distance in the country, to cary the 
goods of poor people gratis; an example worthy of imita- 
tion. 





COLONEL WATERBURY TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
New-York, February 13,1776. , 
Present Hancock: I received orders from the Con- 
tinental Congress, in Janzary lust, to raise tive or six hun- 
dred men to go on an expodition against the Toivs on 
DLong-Island. In consequence of which orders, | immedi- 
ately appointed my officers, and saised the number of men 
that I was directed to raiso, and provided provisions for 
them; and the men were on their tnaich, and a number of 
people employed in cutting the vessels out of the harbours, 
(as at that time the vessels wero all frozen in,) when I re- 
ceived counter-ordeis, The expense of raising, and the 
time that they were employed, amounted to a considerable 
sun, 1 desite to know, sir, whether 1 can receive tha 
money to pay off the expense without coming to Philadel- 
phia, as it would be very difficult for me to leave my regi- 
ment at present, and the people are daily demanding their 
pay from me. would beg the favour of you, sir, to direct 
me in what way [ shall apply. 
In the mean time, | am, sir, with the greatest wth and 
respect, your Honour's most obedient, huinble servant, * - 
Davin Warensuny, Jun. 


To the Honourable John ETancock, Fisq., President of the. 
Continental Congress at Philadelphia. 
t 


PETER T, CURTENIUS ‘£0 NEW-YORK CONGRISS./ 
Now.York, February 15,1776, + 
Genrnenuy; The Quartermaster of Colonel Drale’s 
Regiment has applied to me for provision, I have no pro- 
vision in store; and, if I had, it is impossible for me to go 
through all the basiness I have on hand, Should, there- 
fore, be glad that the honourable Congress would appoint 
a Commissary pro tempore, in the regiment, ta provide for 
them, until you writo to Walter Livingston, Eesq., to ap- 
point one of his Doputies to reside here, which will be a 
saving to the publick, because ho gets paid by the month, 
and ! get a commission. . 
Tam, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,  -  . 
Paren T. Correnius. 


To the Provincial Congress of Netw- York. 





JOSEPH BLANCHARD TO NUW-YORK CONGRESS, 
Now-York, Fobrunry 15, 1776, 


Geyriemen: I have occasion to wait on his Excellence: 
Goyernour Zryon, to get the Province seal affixed toa stnalt 
patent, which myself and some others aie concerned in. I, 
theiefore, beg the favour to have liberty to go on board the 
ship in which the Governour now is, for the purpose afore 
said, It will greatly oblige those interested, and, also, 
your most obedient, and very humble servant, 

Josern Buarciarn, 


To the Honourable Provincial Congress, now assombled at 

the City of New- Yorle, 

© ; ra Sp 

R. THURMAN TO NEW-YORK condhess, 
Now-York, Fobythryl5,,1778, 

Gryrtence: In my application to you, geritlemen, yes-, 
terday, I made no mention of any particular rank | would 
be glad to hold, humbly submitting that-matter to your 
Honours’, judgment, which } didnot doubt was the case 

ws ey 
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with the other gontlomen ; but I find that companios and 
first licutenancios havo been particularly solicited for, and, 
as my silence, on that head, may bo construed into an in- 
differency in mo what rank T obtained, I take this oppor- 
tunity of declaring my wish for as high a rank in the anny 
as your Llonours’ may judge my poor abilities capable of 
filling with proprioty, and to your satisfaction. 
1am, genilemen, your most humble servant, 
+ R, Tourwan, 


“To the Honourable Provincial Congress of New-Yorz. 
an ae 
SAMUEL THOMPSON TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS, 
. Brookhavon, fobruary 15, 1776, 

Gentiemen: Whereas, by the Convention of this Pro- 
vince, the Committec of Rufote County were directed to 
make a return of a draft of the several harbours in said 
County, to the said Convention, as soon as might conve- 
eniently be, Pursuant thoreto, the County Committee or- 
dered me to send ina draft of the Kast and West harbours 
of Brookhaven, commonly known by the names of Setav- 
sket and Stony- Brook harbours; and, although I know 
myselfasbad draftsman, yet I have undertaken the task, 
unequal to jt as L was, and have endeavoured to mako 
something like a plan, not only of the harbours and chan- 
nels, but, also, of the beaches and Jands between them, 
and have, also, endeavoured to tell something of their 
length and distances, and, also, of the depth of tho wator 
in some places. 

By my gard, J have mado the distance from Mount-Mi- 
sory-Clift, oy Point, by Setaulcet-Larbour, eight miles and 
an hajf; but, J believe, as the shore runs, it is more than 
ten miles to Rasepoige- Clift, at the west end of Long- 
Beach, in Smithtown, « long and very defenceless shore ; 
but, although some peoplo think it a matter of small im- 
portance Whether Setaulet-Larbour bo fortified or not, I 
profess I cannot bo of their plaids as thero is not one 
harbour, from the Oysterpond’s Point to Setaulcet-Lar- 
Zour, that a vessel of any considerablo burden can get into, 
and tho distance is more than fifty miles, I think Seéau- 
ket-Iarbour must ba secured by a small fort built on the 
beach that runs off from Mount-Misery-Point, as no vessel 

of burden can get in without coming within forty rods of 
said fort. And, if our cruisers should happen to bo chased 
at low water, I think they may run in within an hundred 
rods of said fort, If it should bo done only with a small 

* battery, and the enemy should land to the ‘east of thom, 
and come upon tho back of them, as they may do at low 
water, our soldiers will have no shelter, I think there 
shoul! bé, at this place, not loss than six or cight guns, 
some of which should be nino or (wolve-poundois; on the 
Sound side, small guns would answar; on tho back sido, 
Stony-Brook-Elarbowr would necd but two six or nino 
pounders, placed on tho high clit, Some have thought it 
would bo boat to place the battery on Gannge’s Noche, four 
hundred rods from the harbour, but I cannot join with 
thom, (at Sctauket-Iarbour.) Justice Strong, by whom 
you will receive theso fow lines, can, 1 think, explain the 
matter more fully to you. 

We.are very much in want of a gunsmith here to fix our 
guns and make us bayonets; but gunsmiths are very ex- 
tortionate in‘their asking, which I think ought to be looked 
to, ag their work is not worth more naw than it used to be, 
when they would do their work better, and for a much less 
price, There are several blacksmiths in this town that say 
they would take in a good workman, and assist him, and, 
unless we can have a workman, we cannot possibly be fixed 
ag we ought to be, to defend our country. Thero are 
numberstamongst us that have no guns, nor cotld they buy 
if theystiad inoney. 

Gentlemen, from your vory humble servant, 

~ Sanur, Tuomrson, 


ee 


To the Congress at New-York, 


—— 


a we, 
WwILtlait BEDLOW ‘ro JOIN RERRTEN. 
ow Fort Constitution, February, 15, 1776. 
Dean Sin: Yours of the 18th instant, by the carpen- 
ters, I this day received, and most truly deplore the situa- 
tion New-York is in. The Lord reigns king, whom, I 
trast, will soon-restore America to peace and liberty, 


« 
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A paragraph of your latter, where you say, "two or 
three of the members of the Congross say no time ought 
to bo lost in contracting for and getting the timber and other 
necessaries to the placo for orecting tho new Fortress,” on 
which L know not how to acts having vo dircetions what 
kind of fortress ig intended, J cannot tell what timber and 
necessaries will be wanted. The barrack framo wo have 
had brought down ftom Netw-/Vindsor to Moore's Tand- 
ing, till a convenient opportunity to get it to Pooploop’s 
Kill Captain Lawrence went, this day, to Poughkeepsie, 
to procura a place for his family. 1 havo sent down the 
bearer of this—an honest, good man-—express, to obtaty 
some directions respecting the intonded work at Pooploop’s 
Kill, which, request you will endenyour to procure, and des- 
patch him back with all speed. 1 shall give directions to 
Mr. White, at New-FVindsor, to procure timber and frame a 
store of the dimensions of the one here, with all despatch, 
as it will be ono of tho first things, with the barrack, want- 
al. L beg you will notice that money is wanting now, and 
will be, continually, to pay contingencies y for the persons 
we employ to procure the necessaries up heres will bave a 
commission for advancing their cash and doing tho busi- 
ness, which will be prevented if we are in cash lo pay as 
things are delivered, and will necessarily forward th@Xtvork. 

Tam, dear sir, for self and brother Commissioners, your 
humble servant, 


To John Berrien, 


Wintian Brovow, 


GENERAL SONVYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Road Mareh 4, 1776.) 
Albany, Febradry 15, 1776. 

Sir: I was, last evoning, honoured with your favour of 
tho 6th instant, covering sundry resolutions of Congress, I 
fool, with an irradicable gratiinde, the approbation which 
Congress has been pleased to express of my conduct, in 
Aryon County. 

Agrecable to the former resolutions of Congress, of the 
Oth November, Thad given out, in orders, that all oflicers 
who chose to continue in tho service, should yeturn their 
names, ‘This was not complied with by many; but Jest 
they might, hereafter, plead ignorance of the order, 1, some 
days ago, directed Colonel Van Schaiek to make men 
complete rete?n, on that head, of all such of his officers ns 
are on this side of Canada, which I momently expect, 

Captain Curtis, lato of Latman’s, and Captain Alls, 
lato of Ldo/mes’s, to whom I had given recruiting orders 
before I left Z¥conderoga, have completed their companies, 
Captain MeCrackin, of Pan Sehaiek'’s, has a considera 
blo number inlisted ; all these to servo next campaign 3 and 
as Congress has ordered four regiments to be levied in this 
Colony, for tho defenco thereof, and for gavrisoning Crown 
Point, &e., and as the three companios above-montionad 
wore not designated for any particular rezimodt, I shall ine 
corporate thom into Wan Schaick’s, Woneo, 1 hopo this 
rogimont, with the assistance of tho Committee of this gity 
and County, will be speedily completed. 

As Canada toca not aflord any pork, and very litle 
beof until tho Fall of the year, f could wish that I had 
more pork hero to send up, There will, however, bo a 
suficioncy at the upper posts to supply the troops in Ca- 
nada, until the roads are well settled in the Spring. 

Eneloso you the Oneidas’ and Mohawt's speech, with 
my answer to it, sy . 

I have wrote to a friend at Magara, who hag resided 
{here some timo, to procure and send me a state of that 
gurison. If Builer has a conference with the Indians at 
that place, they will, I hope, destroy so much of the gar- 
rison’s provision as to oblige hem to abandon it; but should 
that not be the cnse, as it is of great importance that it 
should be in our possession in order to secare all the Jn- 
dicns, Tcould wish that an attempt was made to got tho 
Indians to consont that wo should invest it; perhaps an 
offer to pay the Judians tho valuo of ull the King’s stotos 
that may bo found in it, cannon excopted, might induco 
(bom to consent that we should try to possess ourselves of 
it. Two regiments, under an aetive officer, pode be suf- 
ficient for the business, as L apprehend nothing more js” 
necessary than to cut off the supplies from Detrott, Ona 
of these regiments, I haye reason to believe, from the tem- 
per of the Whigs in Zryon County, might be raised thera, 
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The Paymaster-General informs me, that many of the 
pay-rolls of General Hooster’s and Colonel Waterbury’s 
Regiment cannot be completed, as no return is made of the 
men belongiiig to those regiments, which were discharged 
by the General. 1 shall, therefore, in order to prevent the 
clamour of the soldiers, be under the necessily to give a 
wartant in favour of the Pay-Table of Connecticut, for 
what may be estimated still duc, that thoy may pay off 
such soldiers as can produce their discharges. Perhaps 
General Wooster may send me the return before the money 
arrives from Philadelphia, if he has kept an account of 
them. Ifso, the necessity of this measure will be super- 
seded, 

Lam so crowded with business that I have not leisure to 
send the speech above-mentioned. 

Iam, sir, with every sentiment of respect, your most 
obedient, humble servant, Paris Sonuzunn. 


To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., &c. 


a 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 
Cambridgo, February 15, 1776, 

Sin: ‘Your favour, of the 12th instant, I received, and 
beg leave to inform you, that 1 should have most certainly 
contrived to have spared you some money, for the troops 
going to Canada, pressing as the demands against me were, 
had I not been advised of a supply sent you by Congress, 
for that purpose. 

I shall bg glad to know whether, when I pay the Militia 
from your Government, I am to give warrants only for the 
balance, afier deducting tho threo dollars per man, advanc- 
ed by your Committee of Pay-Table, and whether Lam 





. to refund what they paid, afer the Militia havo sorved the 


a 


time they are engaged for. The whole of them are not 
yet come in, but I imagine it will not be long first. 

fam much obliged, and return you my sincere thanks, 
for ordering the powder from Providence to this camp, in 
this time of necessity, and will most cheerfully pay for it, 
or teplace it, when in my power, as shall be most agiceable 
to you; and, also, for the arms you are good enough to 
promige to send me, as they are exceedingly wanted. 1 
wish you could bave added a cypher or two to the number. 

Lhad yeceived almost a similar letter frons General Lee, 
to the one you have favoured me with, before yours came 
to hand, and also heard ofho arrival of powder, saltpetre, 
and arms, at Philadelphia. My accounts only make the 
powder fifteen tons, Be that as it may it is an event of 
much importance to us, and, 1 hope, will be soon followed 
by more. ’ 

Tum, &e., Grorex Wastineron, 
To Governour Trumbull. 


COLONEL HUNTINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 
Roxbury Camp, Fobrnary 15, 1776, 

Honounen Sir: Since I wrote you last there has been 
much talk of attacking the strong fortress of our enemies, 
Tt has, all along been said, by the Army and others, that 
when the sqgson should make a good bridge of ice, thon 
would ber(he fime to rout our enemies: we have had such 
an opportunity, but were not prepared to improve it. Many, 
however, would have been glad to have engaged in the en- 
terprise, as ircumstances were, A cannonade and bom- 
bardinent will now bo attempted, but I fear with litle effect, 
and that, finally, we must be content to remain in our pro-, 
sent state; but all is for the best, 

Thgdefeat at Quedecle may, eventually, be to the advan- 
tage of our cause. The time.the news of it got into Bos- 
fon was opportune; it happened to be published in their 
papef just as Admiral Graves was sailing for England, that 
General Carleton was twelve hundred strong in the city, 
and our Army only twelve hundred! This will probably 
make the Ministry easy as to an early veinforcement, which 
might otherwise be expected. However, 1 judgo that ob- 
ject will not be, in the least, neglected by us. I wish a 
part of this army might be spared to strengthen our posts 
at the northward. Some gensible, experienced officers in 
the Army, are of opinion that a brisk cannonade, with car- 
cagses and shells, will render the town so disagreeable as 
to oblige the enemy to abandon it. Mow happy would 


* 
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such an event be. In that case, and Quebeck in our hands, 
this Army only might, properly disposed, he sufficient to 
defend our whole extensive const, backed as it is by a good 
Milida, Much blame has been thrown on our guard, at 
Dorchester, on occasion of the lata excursion of the enemy 
there, and burning x few desolate houses, but 1 hear Gene- 
ral /¥ard approved their conduct. . 
L understand the General has, importunately, asked for 
what powder you can supply him, which, I hope, will be 


ranted, 
8 Jenenian Hun‘rinaron. 


To Governour Trumbull, 


JAMES OTIS TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL. 
Barnatablo, February 15, 1776, 

GentLemen or rue Councr: It seems, on Saturday 
last, a French vessel ian on shore, on the south side of the 
Cape, with a hundred and odd hogsheads of molasses, and 
some other small articles, and one hogshead of sugar. She 
hada French master, aud one Pinkum, of Nantucket, tho 
English master. Their papers ave all in J’rench, so 1 can 
say but little about them. ‘There was,on board said vessel 
one Mons, Le Baron, a gentleman who took passage on 
board with a design to go to Philadelphia. He appeas 
much of a gentleman; soys he was in the King of Prussia’s 
service more than twenty years.” J have wrote by him to 
Goueral Washington, who, no doubt, will examine into his 
business, To says the L’rench and English masters talk- 
ed of going into Boston, but they deny it, On tho whole, 
I thouglit it best to acquaint your Lfonours as to this miat- 
ter, and as the goods are taken into custody by Major Zdal- 
Jett and othgyS} they will want the direction of the Court, 
in this deliggtd point. 

Tam youl [lonours’ most humble servant, 

Janna Oris, 


To the Honourable the Council of Massuchusetis-Bay, 


areca! a "y 


STEPHEN MOYLAN TO MASSACIIUSETTS COUNCIT, 
Cambridge, February 15, 1776, 

Sin: It gives pain (o his Excelloney that you, and the 
gentlemen of the honourable Board, should have so much 
trouble in searching for the copy of a Council of Wav he 
has inadvertently sent out of his hands. I um commanded 
by him to inform you, that jt was not the Counell of the 
18th that he was in want of; itis that of the 16th Janu« 
ary, which, if you can furnish him with, he will bo very 
thankful. 

Llis Excellency received a letter this day, from Gover- 
nour Zrumbull, of which tho following is an extract: 

Three thousand weight of powder we conclude to 
order lo Major Thompson, Agent for the Massachusetts 
Colony, on account of money he supplied to Mr. Shaw, 
tho importer for that end, and will consult him or them 
concerning the use of it,” 

You well know, sir, the want there is of that article in 
camp; his Excellency, therefore requests, that you will 
endeavour to gat that powder sent hither, If it belongs to 
Major Lhompson, as private property, hie requests you will 
use your influence with him to sell it; if to’the Colony, 
that it be Jent or sold, for the use of the United Colonies. 

Ihave the honour to be, sir, your most humble servant, 

Svernen Moyay, P. DT. S. 


To the Honourable Walter Spooner. - 


* . 


EXTRACT OF ALETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON, DATED 
wanbanoss, FEbRuanY 16, 1776. 


Genoral Howe having heen greatly distressed for pro- 
visions, and expecting to be more so upon the Joss of seve~ 
ral transports, despatched Captain Payne, of the Bigh+ 
teenth, with two transports, in search of provisions, Ilo 
arrived here about ten days ago. An actok the Island have 
ing passed, since the present troubles, profibitiiig the gxi# 
portation of provisions without a license fom ihg Govérnour 
and Council, his Excellency called a Coupcil, thd Toavo 
was given:to Captain Payne to purchase what pravisions 
he pleased for Government use. He could*get from the 
Island about forty barrels of beef, and'asipfany tierces of 
tice, with few peas, oatmeal, &ofBut ‘a vessel which was 

* 
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lying off and on was stopped, and proved a serviceable sup- 
ply to Captain Payne, for he got from her two hundred 
barrels of provisions, of one sort or another, although at a 
great price, Le sailed yesterday for Antigua, where the 
Adinival is to supply bim, The men-ol-war have kept 
seizing every American vessel they met with; the orders 
were to cary them‘ into an Lnglish harbour, though some 
were sold at s8¢, Kités, Wo want some kinds of provisions 
at present; but the people are in gicat dread of what they 
ere to sufler three months hence, especially on account of 
the Negroes. 

+ No doubt but Administration has received the best in- 
formation from France relative to their armaments ; but, if 
my intelligence is true, and 1 believe it is, there are now 
upwaids of five thousand troops at Martinique, and four 
thousand five hundred at Guadaloupe, and twelve hundred 
more expected, besides a superior force at St. Domingo. 
They give out, that this additional force is only meant to 
preserve peace in their own Colonies, as the American 
imfection may be catching. 





COLONEL McINTOSH ‘TO GENERAL WASIINGTON. 
‘ Savannah, in Georgia, Fobruary 16, 1776, 

Sir: My country having honoured me with the com- 
mand of the Continental Battalion, ordered to be raised by 
the Genaial Congress, for the protection and defence of 
this Colony, (though J fear too partial to my poor abili- 
tics,) it becomes my duty to inform your Exoelioney of the 
state of our Province, as far as it concerns the service, as 
well as of the troops to be immediately undor my com- 
mand, ‘ 

Our Province has a front along the sea-coast of above 
one hundred milos, covered by a range of islands, divided 
from each othor by eight rivevs from the main land, which 
miakes as miny good inlets and harbours, most of them 
capable of receiving any fiigate, and, as some say, much 
-larger ships. Ouv settlements extend back to the north- 
wost above to hundred miles, in other parts to the south- 
ward not above ten, and very thinly inhabited ; indeed, this 
large spaco of land, altogether, has not more than three 
thousand mon, chiofly in tho back country, and many dis- 
Afleatéd and doubtful in our cause, especially the nen of 
the preatest property among us. Our slaves will be above 
fifteen thousand souls, mostly within twenty miles of tho 
sea-coast, and make above thity-five thousand tiercos of 
rice, annually, besides many other articles of provision, 
which, with our fine harbours, make the security of this Co- 
lony, though weak in itsolf, of the utmost consequence to 
the whole Continent of America ; and wo have every ron- 
son to think aur enemivs intend to mako it a place of 
generdl rendezvous and supplies. 

Wo are bounded south be tho garvisoned Province of 
Eust-Florida, who havo now, as Lam well informed, five 
hundred Regulars in St. Augustine, and one thousand more 
expected there daily fran Turooe On the west of us, is 
the Province of Mest-Jlorida, the numerous nations of the 
Creek, Choctaw, and Cherokee Indians, besides lesser tribes, 
supposed to havo at least ten thousand gun-men, brave, in- 
tvepid, and eager for war, whom we will have the utmost difl- 
culty to keep at peace with us, as wo want every article of 
their usual supply, and now furnished them in great plenty 
from the two Aoridas, Our metropolis is situated in the 
north corner of the Province, upon a bluff, or sand-hill, 
thirty feet high, or more, above the water, and fiflecn miles 


up tho river Savannah, fiom tho Inlet of Tybee, where five « 


ships of war, the Syren, the Scarborough, the Raven, the 
Lamar, and Cherokee, besides tenders, are now lying, and 
two lafZe transports, having, it is said, above three hundred 
men ob boafd, and expecting more in daily, with what de- 
sign, whether fur this Colony only, or Carolina, or both 
together, wo are not yet informed, Our Province has de- 
clared itself in 9 state of alarm, and resolved not to supp! 
the men-of-war with provision, and ordered a draft of Halt 
the Militia’to-the town of Sevannad to oppose the lafding 
of any troops. 

Our Provincial Congress having accepted the battalion 
ordered for their protection and defence, chose the officers 
the 29th and 80th ultimo, (a return of whom shall aecom- 
pany this,) and made them sign the enclosed test, before 


dheir commissions were delivered; and I have this day , 
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issued genetal orders for recruiting, which has been hitherto 
prevented by many obstueles in providing money for that 
and other necessary services, and I fear will yet be attend- 
ed with somo difliculty. We expect vory few in our own 
Province; that of South- Carolina, is suid, to be already 
diained of such people as will inlist, by thuir Provincial re- 
giments, besides, their bounty, subsistence, &c., is 0 much 
better than ours. Therefore, 1 expect wa must hava ro- 
course, distant atit is, to North Carolina, with this additional 
disadvantage, that our currency passos in no other Colony 
but our own, and we hayo received very lithe Continental 
money yet. 

I have veeeived no kind of orders ov instructions from 
the General Congress, or your Excellency; nor have I yet 
been able to obtain oven x copy of the American Articles 
of War, which makes me at a loss how to act in many cases ; 
therefore, [ shall wish any orders or’ directions your lx~ 
cellency will please to send me, to be as full and frequent 
as possible; also, to be informed how far we are under the 
control of the Provincial Congress, &o9 of this or any 
other Province where we are upon duty, and what rank we 
hol when acting with Militia or Provincial troops. , 

I shall take the liberty of appointing Surgeons jo the 
battalion, which ave so indispensebly necessary, that I sup- 
pose the neglect of not naming any must be ‘owing to our 
Delegates ; and, also, to make Captain Cofson’s a rifle com- 
pany, when raised, which, T think, will be useful, and hope 
will meat with your Excallency’s approbation, and | doubt 
not but we will be obliged to arm more with such guns, for 
want of others, which are very scarce. 

I havo the honour to be, your Excellency’s most oba- 
dient and most humble servant, Laontan Molwrosy, 


To Ilis Excellenoy George Washington, Esq.,, Conman- 
der-in-Chiof of the American Moices, . 


In Provinoiul Congrosa, Savanunh, Fobruary 10, 1776, 


Provinon or Grorara : 

Wherons n Battalion upon the Continental establishment 
is now raising in this Provinee ; and whereus doubts may 
arise, how far the sume ig subject to the control of the Pro- 
vincinl civil power: Now, therefore, be it known, and wa 
tho several subscribers, Ofticers bearing commissions in the 
said Battalion, do hereby declaie, “that we hold ourselves, 
and the non-commissioned officers and privates, and all 
others belonging to the said Battalion, subject and subordi- 
nate {o such supreme civil powers of this Provineo as aro, 
or shall be arected for the purpose of defending our rights 
and liborties. And futher, we bind ourselves, upon the 
words of soldiers and. men of bonaur, at all times to obey 
and carry into effect, as far as in us lies, the ordors and 
commands of the present, or any futuie Congress or Coun- 
cil of Snfoty of this Province, as the samo shall from time 
to timo bo issued tous, Provided nevertheless, That the 
samo do not contradict or intorfero with the orders or diveo- 
tions of the General Congress, or a Committee theroof, or 
any General, or other officer, by them appointed over us. 

Jn witness whereof, we bavo hereunto set our names, 
togother with tho rank and date of our commissions oppo- 
site thereto, 


A Return of the Officers chosen for the Battalion ofders 
ed to be raised for the protection and dofence of the 
Colony of Gnorers, Frurvany 16, 1776, 

Colonel, Lachlan McIntosh ; Lieutenant-Colonel, Stan- 
uel Elbert; Major, Joseph Iabersham. : 

First Company +. Captain, Francis Henry Harris ; Virst 
Lieutenant, Join Habersham; Second Lieutenant, Join 
Jonkins ; Ensign, John Rae. 

Second Company: Captain, Olver Bowen; First Lieu 
tenant, George Torley; Second Liéutenant, Join Bay 
rien; Ensign, oes ee 

Third Company: Captain, Jon Metntosh 3° First Lieu- 
tenant, Lachlan McIntosh ; Second ,Livutenant, L’raneis 
Arthw ; Ensign, John Morison, 

Fourth Company: Captain, Arthur Carney ; First Lieu 
tenant, Benjamen Odinsell ; Second Lioutenant, Jon 
Eman, Delapleine ; Ensign, John Milton,” » 

Fifth Company ; Captain, Thomas Chisolm ; First Lieu- 
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tenanf, Caleb Eowe?; Socond Lieutenant, Daniel Cuth- 
bert; Ensign, William McIntosh. : 

Sixth Company: Captain, John Green; First Lieuto- 
nant, Ignatius Few ; Second Lieutenant, ©... 6. 3 
Ensign, 1. ess 

Seventh Company: Captain, Chisley Bostick; First 
Lieutenant, John Martin; Second Lieutenant, ... . 5 
Ensign, ©. 1 sss 

Eighth, ar Rifle Company: Captain,. .. . . Colson; 
First Lieutenant, Shadrach Wright; Second Licutenant, 
George IValton; Wnsign, .. «+ + 

Chaplain, John Holmes. 

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SATETY TO PHILADELPHIA COM- 
MITTEE. 
(No, 18.} : Annapolis, Fobruary 16, 1776, 

Genrienen: By order of the last Convention, a sum 
of money was appropriated for the erecting of a manufac- 
tory of saltpetre, in every County of this Province, and 
Supervisors in dich County were appointed to carry the 
same into execution, 

It was, also, earnestly recommended to the people to 
manufacture crude nitre in their private families, and an 
ample price was directed to be paid them for what they 
should make and deliver to each Supervisor. 

We are not insensible of the natural advantages we 
possess for manufacturing that necessary article, and have 
some men skilful in promoting it, residing among us, but are 
nevertheless greatly indebted to you for your kind and oblig- 
ing offer of instructing such persons of our Province, as may 
be thought necessary, at your publick works, an offer that 
may be of great service to our Supervisois living distant 
from the residence of our men of skill, to whom we shall 
communicate the same, and press them to accept it. 

We are, &c. 

To the Committee of Safety, Piiladelphia, 


ANDREW BEALL TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY, 
Folnuary 16, 1776, 
Gentinmen: As there are not muskets provided for the 
Militia, and their guns being of different sizes, and ag I 
think it necessary we should be put in rearjness to malo 
the best defence we possibly can, I pray your Honours 
would order, that out of the stock at Bladensburgh, there 
may be one hundred and seventy-two pounds powder, and 
three cwt. lead, lodged in my hands for cach of the com- 
panies, which 1 will see forthcoming when called for. 
1 am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humblo servant, 
Anorew Brau 
To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland. 
. 


6, BRATTY AND B, JONSON TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF 
SARDTY. 
Fredericktown, Fobruary 16, 1776, 

Gonrimasen : By a resolve of the late Convention, there 
js to be sums of money transmitted to the Commitices of 
Observation in the respective Counties, to defray the ex- 
penses of the’several Minute Companies. Captain Strte- 
her's demandg, by a special order of the Convention, are 
discharged, Captain Young’s and Captain Good’s remain 
otherwise. Some of the men in those companies are anx- 
jous to have‘what is duc, and we believe the Captains have 
an uneasy time of it. If business will adinit you to attend 
to this matter, and you will have the money sent up soon,, 
we think it will be productive of good consequences, Cap- 
tain’Good'has been here several times, expecting you had 
ordered the money to be transmitted. 

We are, gentlemen, your obedient servants, 
: a C. Brarty, 
ae B, Jonnson, 


To the Council of Safety of Maryland. 


ROBERT ALEXANDER TO MARYLAND COUNOIL OF SATETY, 

. Philadelphia, Fobrnary 16, 1776. 
* Guwriennn ; I send you, enclpsed, copies of the instruc- 
tions and private signals of the several men-of-war and 


transports on the American station. As these may be of .- 
essential service to the different armed vessels now fitting 
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cut in America, copies, by oder of Congress, have been 
tansmitted to the different Colonies; and Lam ordered by 
Congress to requaint you, that they have bound themselves 
to secrecy; so it is expected that you will consider your- 
solves under a like tie, and the copy you deliver to the 
Captain, of your armed vessels, be under seal enclosed, to 
be opened alter his suiling. » 

The pablick papers will communicate all the intelligence, 
we have, except the arrival of twenty tons of powder, and 
three thousand stand of small-arms, in Connecticut. We 
shall send forward some powder and arms to your Proviner, 
but 1am sorry to say, if we rely on foreign arms, and they 
are not better than the sample we have, our dependance will 
be like a broken reed, as I think, if used, they will kilf more 
of our troops than the enemy. What those imported for our 
Province cost, 1 know not; a parcel imported here, on a 
private adventure, have been purchased by Congress, at 
three pounds two shillings and five pence, Every thing 
of this kind is exceedingly high; powder seventeen pounds 
ten shillings per hundred weight, Much of this business 
passes through a Committee of which 1am a momber. Pa- 
triotism sinks before private interest, and 1 find many men 
here, who rank themselves in that class, genetally exacting 
the most from the necessity of their country, hence the 
publick is plundered. . , 

We havo sent off ten six-pounders for the ship, and shall 
puichase two mare, Congress have appointed a delegation 
to Canada. ‘The parsons are Doctor Iranidin, S. Chase, 
and Mr, Charles Carroll, of Carrollton. 1 wish you would 
Grect a powder-mill in your Province; T could procure you 
saltpetre, Your leiters of the Ist, 8th, 9th, and 10th ine 
stant, are come (o hand, and the contents shall be observed. 

Lam, with respect, gentlomen, Padi humble servant, 

tonere ALUXANDER, 


To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland, 


COMMITTEE FOR THE OTY AND LIBERTIES OF PHIbbe 
DELPHIA. 

Philadalphio, Mebriay 10, 1776, 
We, the subscribers, Judges and Inspectors of the Ge- 
neral Election held on Jfriday, the {6th day of February, 
at tho Siate-Louse, for the choice of a Committee for the 
City und Liberties of Philadelphia, to serve for six months 

ensuing, do certify that the following persona.were duly 
clegted, : 
Davin Cramnnns, 


Sanven Howsur, dox., 
Joun Winctams, 


Judges. a 


Janns Rose, 

Wintian Conranay, 

Rosenr Knox, 

Jams Lovenean, 

Joun Taynor, 

J.B. Surrn, 
Inspectors, 


Georer Bartnan, 
Thomas Legon, 
Josern Mounpra, 
Joun Stine, 
Anprew Tynour, 
Narnan Cooxn, 


Por the City. 


Honjamin Frankly, Richard Wilting, 
Josoph Rood, John Parvinnes, 
‘Thomas McKean, — William Hoysham, 
Samuel Movodith, — Jnmes Millegan, 
Samuel Mussoy, Charles Mussoy, 
Shapo Dulansy, James Cresson, 
Richard Bache, Benjamin Joxley, Benjamin Rush, 
William Rush, Bovjimin ubeson, Robert Smith, Aatter, 
Josaph Wetherill, Chris, Mashall, So, William ollingshoad, 
Thomas Barclay, Robert S$, Jones, Sunuol C, Morris, 
John Wilcox, Joneph Parker, William Will, 
Thomas Cuthbert, Samos Reed, Jonathan Mifflin, gon 


Chiristophor Podhin, 
Potor Z. Lloyd, 
Nathan Diown, 
William Wistar, 
Josoph Doan, 

Jacob Burge, 


Jolin Cox, Fiedmick Kuhl, of Folin 
Vhoutas Lawronco, Joseph Moulder, Nathatiel Donnell, 
Jacob Magan, ‘Timothy Matlack, Andie 'Tybout, 
Wiltiam Jackson, James Ash, Jolin Mouse, . 
Jehu Cadwallader, John Pailan, Daniel Robinson, 
John Bayard, Nicholas Hicks, Samuel Simpson, 
Frangis Gurney, Philip Poshm, Michnol Shubort, 
Goorgo Schlassor,  Ineob Shroinor, Goorgo Meado, 
Mooro Furman, Duniol Joy, Wiltiam Colladay, 


Christopher Ludwick, Francis Wado, Georgo Morgan, . 
Jonathan B. Smith, William Ball, Capt, William Duyla, + * 
‘Tomas Pryor, John Linnington, BonjamighPaschally 

J 


William Bradford, Isaac Howell, ig Soatloss  Y 

John Allon, Joseph Watkins, 7 @& 
Northern Liberties. -  * : 

John Dickinson, George Leib, Willigm’@oatas, ' 


Jami? Warrell, 
Chothas Hopkins, 
Obert are, 


Teaac Coates, Sohn Brown, * 

Joseph Copperthwaite, Sumucl Brugtor, 

William Mastere, — Samos Loughgad, 
oo 
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Southwark, 


James Skinnor, Robmt Knox, 
William MeMallon, Jamos Raima, 
Nathaniol trish, | Willlam Robinson, 
Elias Boyae, Jovoph Falconor, 


Samu! Moore, 
John Duchs, 

Josoph Blowor, 
Robort Altison, 





COLONEL IEARD TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 
‘ Staton-Ialand, Pebrunry 16, 1776, 
Gerriumen: Agreeable to your requisition to tho Pro- 
vincial Congress of New-Jersey, 1 am now on Staten-Js- 
Tand, with a battalion of seven hundred men, waiting your 
farthor orders and instructions, which I should be glad to 
have as soon as is convenient, and am, in the mean time, 


gentlemen, yours, &o, Narnansen ean. 


Y'o the Provincial Congress, at New- York, 

P. S. Sinca I have been on the Island, there have been 
sundry complaints made, of many of the principal men 
here threatening they would kill any of the troops that 
should como on the Island to disarm them, and othors that 
have supplied the barges with live stock, 





, 


* PHILIP BROOKS TO NEW-YONK CONGRESS. 
Now-York, Fobruary 16, 1776, 

Gentiemun: Uaving had an opportunity of fecling the 
npemione reas by the Ministry over Ireland, the place 
of my nativity, and as J have tasted the sweets of Ame- 
rican liberty before this unhappy contest, common senso 
divects in the choice [should make for myself and poste- 
rily. Therefore, as a young, unmarried man, [ can neither 
think mysolf oxcusablo, nor a useful momber of society, 
while contont with indifferently examining tho publick prints 
at home. - 

To net as I could wish, among tho Independents, would 
not answer the frugality with which J am obliged to ma- 
nago my tine, To enter among the private Provincials 
would bo agrecable, could the generality of my compa- 
nions be formed to the agreement of religious, or even gen- 
ice) behaviour; but the contiary, which is often the case, 
would be very disagreeable to a person of any sensibility. 

Theso considerations hava urged mo to apply for any 
commission in tho service beneath a Captain, as £ do not 
imagine myself capable of conducting that important rank. 

our complying with this request shall be gratefully oc- 
knowledged, and ee suitably improved, by, gentlemen, 
your respootful, humble servant, 


r r 


Pint Brooks, 
To the Honourable Provincial Congress. 


_ OOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASIINGTON, 

* % Tohanon, Pobruary 16, 1776, 

Sut: In’consequence of your pressing request, by Lieu- 
tonant-Colonel Gay, I havo ordered, in addition to about 
threa tons of powdar a few days aga directed ta you from 

“Providenct, two tons more, from Norwich, which is all 
that ¢tin possibly be spared from this Colony nt present. I 
have, also, sent you thirty arms, and believe in good order, 

-The powder, to the amount of four tons, wo tiust beg to 
have yeplaced by the Continent, as soon as you can ad- 
vise theyCongress thereof, to be sent and lodged, one ton 
at Patrfield;one ton at New-Zlaven, and iwo tons at Mid- 
dletown, and trast you will be so goad as ta advise the 
Congress of your being supplied with the above quantity 
from this Colony, at your request, and the full expecta- 
tion of its being replaced in the manner above-mentioned, 
as this is but a small part we have furnished the Army 
with'since last Spring. 

Thé arms I have sent you, are of barrels taken at Zi- 
conderdga, which have been fitted up bere with stocks, 
locks, irqn‘ramrods, bayonets, &c., beside having the bar- 
rels to straighten, and many bruises to take out, the cost of 
which will be upwards of fifly shillings, each, an account of 
which shall soon transmit to you, 

May the Godvof armies direct you in all your plans of 
operation, and suceéed you therein to the salvation of this 
oppressed country, is the most sincere desire of your obe- 


dient, humble servant 
4 : Jonarnan Trunpunn, 


To His Excellency General Vashington, * : 
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COSMOPOLITAN, NOs VII. 
To the Inhabitants of the Anumoan Colonics. 
Trinvys anp Fennow-Crtizens: Without a repetition 


I-shall, in this paper, stiok in part to the toxt prenched 
from in my last, rel ing upon the render’s recollection, In 


proof of the then allegations against the prime procurer of 
our prosent distrossos, I produced in ovidenco letters wrote 
when ho was second in Provincial authority, but first in the 
chair of mischiol; { shall now consider him where we have 
occasionally placed him twice before, ag first in command, 
and in villeny second to none under Heaven, 

It gives me no pleasure, but the reverso, to collect those 
arrows which so mortally wound the character of one of 
my countrymen, which stab humanity itself, and dogrnde 
one of the species into a rank of beings that wants a name. 
[Happier for me, more pleasing to tha rendor, could mate 
vials be found to decorate his temples with the Inurels of 
merited praise. Much rather had I bear his crimes in tho 
arms of silent oblivion to the pit of forgetfulness, than, in 
the blaze of day, to impute such treacherous designs as are 
scarce to bo mot with in the story of the world, and as 
would blacken tho memoirs of a perfidious savage, But 
injued innocence and aspersed communities call for juse 
lice. ; 

Scarecly warm in his prostituted chair, he hurls the fall 
bolts of his collected malice against the people he govorn- 
od, against their chartored rights, and tho charter itself, In 
order to coniplete its ruin, in spite of opposition, be declares 
a varioty of plans had engrossed his thoughts. Instead of 
seeing the beneficent hand of an affectionate father strotch- 
ed out for the support and protection of the rights of tho 
people, we seo thom plotted against, and torn away by the 
claws of a devouring harpy, Great Britain and America, 
Provinees and Counties, pee and Parishos, the leaders 
and the ted, falt equally under the Jash of his malignant 
pon. 
It was not chough at homo, by virtue of ilogal warrants, 
to seize those who dnre to oppose tho torrent of oppres« 
sion, and to haul them to jails and to dungeons, if they wero 
suflered to como out, with shouts and with bonfires. It was 
dificult to restrain tho licentiousnags of the ebild, until the 
disorders of tho parent wore rectified, Government must 
uct with vigqur, and assume in Britain its most rigorous 
tone. 

Not contented with the destruction of one Province, he 
nims bis blows and strikes at the being of all, Boing form 
ed into a throofold division, with a nobleman at their head, 
upon the servile plan of a Spanish origin, they wore to bo 
practised into obodionce by a quick sucvession of those Hit- 
lo deapeits Mach Colony was to receive from avery so3+ 
sion of Parliamont acts peculiar to itself, and others in 
comnion to all. Mensuras, saya he, respecting America, 
must be extended to every Colony. Mvory Assembly wag 
to be totally under the control and direction of the sova- 
reign powor of Parliamont ; and if they refused this sarvile 
subjection, all their proceedings were to be null and void; 
that is, if they did not govern thomsolyes as tho subjects Of 
Great Britain ov a Minister of State might direct, thoy 
were to bo deprived of the governing power. What state 
more abject? What bondage more camplote ? 

As an emblom of gratitude, he is more liberal in his pro» 
visions for his own Provinee, as a requital for received 
favours. Not satiated with annually mangling and mur. 
dering a now elected Council; not satisfied With,an abso- 
lute negative upon all the proceedings of both, branches ; 


ehot oasy with substituting the opinion of a noble Lord in the 


stead of his own judgment, and superseding the designs of 
tho Constitution by a mandate from a Minister, he impor- 
tunes with the perseverancy of a beggar, either that the 
Crown might be empowered to appoint a Council instead 
of the then present ono, and to determine it at pleasure, or 
the Governour to select twelve from tho twenty-eight, or 
the body at Inrgo, as he pleased, with whom ho might per- 
form oyery office of Government, and siidenslial avery 
oppressive measure ; the others to remain merely for the 
advantage of'a check upon tho House; and a plague to the 
community; that he might dispense with calling tha As, 
sembly yearly, and that !tmits might be fixed to the num- 
ber of its members, as the former would make them more 
obsequious to his nod and subservient to bis purposes, 


, 
© 
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ven wide the doors of bribery and conrup- 


te aversion to every thing that is ill, ha 
to leave no stone unturned, no means un- 
the golden period when tyranny and op- 
reign supremely triumphant, and liberty 
3 banished out of being, He, therefore, 
afticers (some justices and one sheriff) had 
aly ill, that is, had nobly disdained a con- 
open exertions or more private machina- 
the indispensable necessity of holding their 
one or two years only, or of having their 
removal entirely in the power of himself 
iter. 
ough, originally, to appoint, in general, 
llied to his schemes, but the moment they 
ious cause they must be dismissed from 
‘jeld to an obsequious successor. Not only 
vesses must be stamped with the charac- 
» A-writ of error was to lay from the 
ourts of the King’s Bench, in England, 
he purpose, in order, says he, among other 
a sense of the authority of Parliament; 
3 should not dispute it, as it would affect 
ands and estates. 
f property, the roader of the landed inte- 
Let him paint to himself some one in 
Court favourite, trumping up a claim to 
a some Crown officer prosecuting for a 
ure, upon an old British Star-Chamber 
iad never heard of, and which possibly 
: filing an information upon some new 
arhaps Royal proclamation, which ought 
tied with, “Let him suppose bimself drag- 
ovincial judicature upon the Ministerial 
, in a tedious, expensive attendance in. 
id of his money, but with a favourable 
him consider himself as carried to Great 
writ of error, an appeal, or somo other 
anding there from court to court, until he 
hig right, ov ruined by defending it, Or 
e, and Jet hin suppose himself plaintift, 
reparation in damages, a compensation for 
2 recovery of his just rights, With a similar 
tation does not property lose its value? Is 
lished by Inty, and courts a mockery upon 
ible as it is, this would have been tho 
ts of Government success. : 
obitish law sages at home have detex- 
that processes lie from the West-India 
Cing’s Bench, but from thence a manda- 
‘0 those Colony Courts—an oppressive 
alling for an Englishman to bear, for any 
Ik, 
e qualities of the worst of beings, are, in 
ared to a roaring lion roaming for prey. 
dolph, for his restless exertions against his 
', Hutchinson's history, compared to the 
imal seeking to devour ; exertions which, 
able in themselves, in competition with 
of the above historian, dwindle into mis- 
hardly deserve the name of crimes. | 
», injure the one or the other of the above 
nparing our hero with either, If we may 
'etters, he went from Kingdoms to Conti- 
vies to Counties, and from Counties to 
destruction, and lurking far prey! His 
icenc is a prayer for the concealment of the 
x He may, therefore, fitly be compared 
an inhabitant of the torrid zone, This 
requent rivers and marshes, where it lies 
the reads and rushes, till it finds an oppor- 
an or creatures, which it drags into the 
ing this method of drowning them first, 
ards swallow them without resistance, 
s destroyer imagined that he could first 
nundation of British laws, and then riot 
merican spoils, 4s wealth and ils happi- 
unremitting clamours against, psintaliled 
tion on matters of their nearest concern- 
are his solicitations, repeated his demands 
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that tho subjects of Great Britain would prabibit the sub- 
jects of America holding any tqwn-meetings, and subject 
all concerned in them, except for certain purposes, to in- 
capacities, and the dreadful punishments of a premunire ; 


, hot only are their thoughts and debates to be circumseri- 


bed and restrained to a few licensed subjects, but even an 
eccentrick slip of the tongue was to be coriected by penal- 
ties of the severest kind, In vain may you search the 
records of a Spanish Divan, in vain tho alcoves of an O¢- 
toman Court for similar oppression. 

It is painful, it is astonishing, it is grievous to reflect, 
that this country, late the peaceful abode of tranquil free- 
dom, the favourite seat of virtue, the place where was the 
greatest effulgence of genuine libeity, where a difference of 
religion, competition of interest, variety of sentiments, sub- 
ordination of politick bodies, and a muliitude of constitu- 
tional privileges playing in consort, danced in unjarring 
harmony in a pleasing round, mutually producing the offices 
of friendship, hospitality, and social happiness, should, by 
the treason and villany of one, with his co-operators, be 
interrupted, overthiown, and yield to the unavoidable ca- 
lamities of war. That by hitn publick justice should be 
assassinated, publick chastity polluted, publick faith prosti- 
tuted, and the laudablo endeavours of the wise and honest 
suppressed, That the wretch who had caused every 
bianch of our Constitution to droop and hang its head ; 
had paved the way, and opened wide the avenues to ser- 
vitude; had given bleeding wounds to his country, beat 
down her most graceful ornaments and firmest bulwarks 5 
that he who had furnished bones for the clashing of discord 
and the combustion of arms, should, in the storm of war, 
escape with impunity. 


“Moro yot the methods you, Oh chiof! ordained, 
To sink your country, and its loyal name, 
Tho rhamofht efforts 'gainst your natiyo town, 
May forco from @eage tho Third tho 21 .tieh orown,” 


ky “ 


ANDREW SYMMER TO GOVERNOUR PENN, 
‘Turk’s Island, Fobrunry 17, 1776, 


Sm: Thave the honour to transmit you a petition, which ” 


hath been given to me by a very useful and industrious 
body of his Majesty’s subjects, residing on an island des- 
titute of every necessary of life, salt alone excepted, 

Captain Budden hath engagod to the people, to supply 
them in case ho meets with no obstructions; T am certain, 
sit, he will meet with nono from you; and, I flatter mysolf, 
the inhabitants of North-America, being well convinced 
of tho importance our salt trade is to their cammeice, no 
hindrance will arise from them. 

J have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient, humble 


‘vant. 
servant, Ayprew Syuner) 


To Governour Penn. 
4 
EXTRACY OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN SCOTLAND, 
DATED NORFOLK, VIRGINIA, FEBRUARY 17, 1776, 


All the well-affected to Government betook. themselves 


to the shipping, where they are in gicat safely, and well’ 


provided. Lord Dunmore, having foreseen the event, 
had laid plentifolly in of all sorts of provisions. He has 
given orders to fortify Tucker’s Point, where bake-houses 
and inills ave fast erecting. Several vessels are taken from 
the Rebels, loaded, from the northward, with salt, flour, and 
grain. The Roebuck, with General Clinton, and a tender, 
are arrived safe. The tender is to proceed for Cape-Fear, 
ain North-Carolina, in order to raise volunteers, thousands 
of whom are ready to join the King’s troops on being pro- 
porly necoutred, and provided with arms and ammunition, 
The Rebels are in the deepest distress, being divosted of 
clothes, ammunition, and lodgings; and, fiom their not 
keeping themselves clean, they are overrun with vermin, 
which, in the Summer season, must breed muah sickness, 
Great numbers of them are already in their hospitalsy and, 
at the least calculation, seven hundred of them are killed, 
wounfled, sick, and taken prisoners, They are, ‘hoWev ft 
desperate to the last degree, and intrenching themeglves 
backward to secure theirietreats. The back sattlers would; 
willingly, supply Lord Dunmore with fiesh-provitins, but 
have no means of conveying them, @xcept what the ne~ 
groes forage in the nighttime. All the Highland emigrants 
are most friendly to Government, : 
* a 


fo 
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MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY ‘TO GUSTAVUS “SCOTT. 

+ [No, 19.} ‘ . Annapolig, Fobruary 17, 1776 

Sin: The Council of Safety have stipulated and agreed 

. with a contractor, for supplying tho regular forces of this 
Province with provisions; but, as some time must be given 
to provide the soveral articles which compose a ration, and 
it cannot reasonably be expected he will be able to furnish 

"them enrlicr than the tenth of next month, the troaps 
must be subsisted on the seven shillings and six-pence per 
week, allowed for that purpose, in the instructions for in 
listing men. 

The Captains of Independent companies, agreeable toa 
resolve of tho last Convention, are to provide houses for 
their respective companies, and such sums of money are 

‘ta be advanced out of the Treasury of that Shore where 
their company may be stationed, by permission of tho 
Council ot Safety, as may be necessary for the purpose, 
Captain Gandy will, therefore, provide houses for his men 
upon the best terms he ean, and advise us thereof, that we 
may give him an order for tho money on the Hastern-Shore 
Treasurer, if it should be necessary to advance any; but, as 
it will be expedient, the station of that company should be 
first ascertained, and, as we are not so well acquainted with 
your County as to determine satisfactorily to ourselves, and 
most fidvantageously to you, upon a particular place where 
it might reasonably bo expected their troops would render 

« the greatest service, so wo should be glad if the Com- 
mittea of Observation would take the matter into considera 
tion, and give us their sentiments upon it; and as, in all 
probability, we shall approve of the station recommended 
by tham, we would baye tho Captain engage proper and 
neoossaryrhouses there immediately, as bedding is an ox~ 
treme scarce article, Whore we have had an opportunity, 

- we have desired the Captains of the soveral compunics, to 

endeavour to’ furnish thoir mon with now blankets; but, 
where they were not to be had, with such as could be got 
in the neighborhood, though a fitte worn, upon reasonable 
lerms; they were not to exceed fifteen shillings, or the others 
twelvd shillings and six ponee. Jf Captain Gundy’s men 
> are yot unprovided, wo would havo him adopt that methad, 
as the best, under our circumstances, and will answer his 
rafts for them. 

tis very ambiguous from any thing that appears in tho 
proceedings of tho Convention, who are to find fuel for the 
troops; and, as we conecive, the Captains, respectively, 
can most advantageously provide that necessary aiticle, so 
wo request Captain Gundy will take the direction of that 
matter for his company, and occasionally advise us of the 

expenso, that it may ho properly defrayed. 
© havo confidence in your recommendation af Mr. 

James Geoghayen, and, therefora, shall be obliged to him 
to supply the company with provision, until the contractor 
(to whose notice we will recommend him) ean do it. 

We are, &e. 

TS Gustavus Scott, 


B ‘ 


* SAMULL PURVIANCE, JR, TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAVL'TY. 
Baltimoro, FPobruary 17, 1776, 

Gunstemen: In pursuanco of your orders, to monnt 

the cannon, fit for use, at this place, we hava engaged a 

umber of workmen in making wheels and cnrringos for 


the purpose, it being the goneral opinion of all who have. 


a knowledge of such matters, that it is best to mount them 
as figld-pieces, which purpose the guns now here will be 
very suitable for us; they are all light, say two, three and, 
four-pounders, to the amount of twenty pieces, besides six 
of nine-pounders, and two of twelye-pounders, belonging 
ata Captain Stone. We had the whole of the guns exa- 
* mined by Mr. George Mathews, who has pronounced them 
good, The Committee have directed ma to apply to you 
for ‘orders, to provide a parcel of shot, suitable to ‘the 
gons, * 

. Mr. Daniel Hughes is very anxious to have somo per- 
ain appointed, to go to Antietam, to prove the gunswhieh 
his brother has cast, 1 apprehend Captain Fulford is the 
hest qualified to do it, of any porson heres it may be of 
consequence howsscon it is dono, as those, if they stand 
proof, might be speedily got down here, 

We have about fifty hands at work,on a battery, since 
Tuesday, at Whetstone, and near two hundred more em- 
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ployed in providing timber, logs, smiths’ work, &e,, for 
the boom. 1 hope we shall bavo part of our battery ready 
_to mount some guns before the end of noxt weak, 

Mr, Alecander writes mo that Mr. Morris bad promised 
pur Delegates part “of some powder, which was arrived aL 
Philadelphia, and which they would immediately forward 
to this town. : 

Lam, with much respect, gentlemen, your most humbla 


servant, Sanuen Punyranor, dn. 
To the Honourable the Council of Safety, of Maryland, 


JAMES LLOYD CHAMBERLINE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF 
SAFUTY, 
Yalbot County, Mobrunry 17, 1776, 
Gontrramy s 1 an requested to, encloso you the com- 
mission granted to Mr, (illiam Gldshorough, who, to 
gratify his parents, hag declined the acceptance theroof. 
Wo mado an appointinent, in Convention, of Perry Ben- 
son, to bo Ensign in the Meart-of-Oak Company, to sup- 
ply the place of thoir ofticor, who had been promoted, on a 
supposition that he stood noxt in the fina for preferment ; 
in this we were mistaken, and find that the: commission 
should have been mado out to Wenry Colston, their first 
Sergennt, whose appointment will give genoral satisfaction 
to the company, and enclaso you that cammissian, in hopes 
they may be indulyod in the alteration, 
Tam, respectfully, gentlomon, your vory obedient, hum 


ble servant, Janus Loovy Cuammen.inus 


Lo the Tonourablo the Prosident of the Council of Safo- 
ty, of Maryland, 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
Philadolphin, Fobrnary 37, 1776. 

Ts the stoppage of our exports to Great Britain and its 
Dependancies a polities! measure? 

Lhoy who assert that the measures are impolitick, drgue 
thus: hi is tho intorost of every country 10 export its pro- 
duce, and to import as little as possible of the luxuries and 
manufactures of other countries; tho former enriches, the 
lattor impoverishes tho inhabitants of a country thus ex- 
porting an@ importing; abstain, say they, from the vani- 
tics and luxuries with which Zglaud used to supply us, 
and draw tho cash of Anglafd, by continuing to enrry out 
tae promi of our Jabour and industry, 

This is specious, not solid reasoning. "Lhe exports from 
this Continent to Great Britain consist chiefly of rough 
materials, or of such luxuries, which, by being reshipped 
fron the ports of Great Britain, ontblo its Merchants to 
tatiok with foreign nations to groat advantage, and to pay 
a balance, by an exchange of commodities, (hat must other 
wiso be discharged in bullion, A stoppngo of our exports 
must, therefore, very sensibly afvet the trade of Great 
Britain to tho vost of Europe; and wo have teason to'eon- 
eludo, that if such stoppago should subsist for any Jength 
of time, the Huropean trade, which England now drives 
on, would be so much impaired, as to put tho balance 
against her with every European nation, It js, therefore, 
good policy to withhold our exports from Great Britain, 
Jreland, and the British West-India Islands. : 

But, under a total stoppage of our trade, is it possible to 
support this civil war for any length of timd, fox ‘tliree or 
four years for instance? * 

It is vory difficult to determine what entlnffjasin, indig- 
nation, and the lovo of one’s country, may not accomplish. 
We have read of nations stimalated by tose passions, 
though destitute of foreign and intornal resources, having 
mado incredible efforts to preserve their freedom ; witness 
the Saguntines and the Carthagentans in the last Punick 
Watt's ft may be doubted whether theso Colonies, if thus 
reduced, would imitato so glorious an example. Carthage 
and Sagurtun wero single cities; their deattustton was 
irrevocably fixed, and death or slavery, the only choice of 
citizons resolved to die or remain free; an implacable and 
hated enemy swrounded their walls; one common fate, 
mutual sufferings, and aindignation, inspired them witlt a 
courage, heightened by despair, which the perseverance 
and conduct of Hannibal, and Roman valour could scarce 
surmount. ‘The instances ara not similar, why then gxpect 
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similar efforts? Without trade, there seem to be but two 
ways to support the wars emitting paper money, and bor- 
rowing, on interest, patt of that money so emitted ; for, onco 
destroy the credit of your currency, and you render it mere 
waste paper. Its value depends on its credit, and its cig- 
dit on the opinion’ which peaple at large entettain of our 
ability ‘to exchange it hereafter for gold and silver. Sup- 
pose; for jnstithee, tho Continent should emit one hundred 
‘millions, who could seriously imagine such a sum would 
ever be paid’ off in gold and silver? — It follows then, of 
couse, that we are limited in our emissions, because our 
faculties to redeem those emissions are limited. 

To what amount may we emit? 

No maa, perhaps, can solve this question; the person 
who should even presuine to guess, must have a thorough 
knowledge of these Colonies; he must bé well acquainted 
with the number of their people, their inclinations, aris, 
and industry, the product of our soil, its capability of im- 
provement, the fisheries, trade, and manufactories which 
may be established and successfully carried on. The ex- 
tent of these emissions will depend, too, in a great degrec, 
on the events of the war. A merchant who prospers in 
trade, may obtain credit to almost any amount; his credit 
may exceed, by several hundred thousands, his real capital. 

Suppose six millions currency emitted; what part of 
this emission inight be borrowed on interest, and on what 
interest ? 

Whero the risk is great, the interest must be high; where 
the cifeumstances of the borrower are conceived to be des- 
pgrate, he will not be able to borrow, or must give an ex- 
wavagant premium. The possibility, then, of borrowing, 
and the vate of interest, will depand on our good or bad 
success. If six millions were to be emitted, and our afairs 
should prosper, perhaps two millions five bundred thousand 
might be borrowed by the Congress at six per cent. inte- 
rest. That sum would but barely answer the chargo of 
one campnign; of future expenses, howevor, a good judg- 
ment may be formed from the past. It certainly will not 
he good policy to rely altogether on the above ways and 
means of raising money to carry on the war; they will only 
be found to answer in case of success. If we should lave 
no other resources, the knowledge of this very circum- 
stance may encourage our enemy to protract the war, Tho 

ujt-rents, heretofore paid to the Crown, may*be applied to 
the publick use ; but, besides the inability of tho people to 
pay these quit-rents, when tleprived of the means of pay~ 
ment, they will go but u litle way towards the support of 
the war. 

How long is it oxpeeted that these Colonies can sit easy 
under 0 total stagnation of external commerce, and the 
almost entire stoppfaze of the courts of justice ? 

This situation is surely too constraiied to admit of any 
considerable duration ; tho feelings of our people and our exi- 
gencies point out the necessity of opening a trade to foreign 
nations. ‘To protect our trade, a marine is wanting, To 
form one during this wir, adequate to the purpose, seems 
impracticable, We must make it the interest of forcigners 
to take this burden on themselves; a declaration of inde- 
pendeyee might, possibly, tempt lrance and Spain to ron 
the risk of g war with England, provided those powers 
could be ‘assured of our remaining independent; they 
would, no doubt, be willing to guarantee our independence, 
but they may apprehend, and not without good grounds, 
that theirtakjng a too early part with us in the war would 
induce Great Britain to make peace with the Colonies.” 
It may, therefore, be the policy of France and Spain not 
fo appear forward and desirous of intermeddling; to suffer 
thé war to edntinue, that the contending parties, exaspe- 
rated by mutual injuries, may yot aguit coalesce; secretly 
to countenanca their subjects’ commorce with these Colo- 
nies, afd, perhaps, to assist them with money, arms, and 
ammunition, Should the 4riesh Government direct the 
war to be pitosgouted in the manner it has been, and should 
every Colony, in turn, experience such horrid ravages, the 
roscntment sid"indignation occasioned thereby may totally 
alienate the minds of tha Colonists, and wean them fiom 
that affection which Heretofore bound them to Greet Bri- 
tain; the foree of habit will wear,off; the remembrance of 
past benefits will ho obliterated by recent wrongs, and the 
sweets of independence once enjoyed, will effectually pre- 
clude a subsequent dependance on Great Britain, 


Fourrm Sertes,—Vou. rv, Oe 
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Will nat the'mischiefs of independence oyei balance the 
benefits? ‘ 

To doterniine this question, both must be stated, and 
spemeeey considered, to form a true judgment. The 
-evils apprehended from independence may be reduced to 

these threo: civil dissensions; the establishment of tyran 

Hy, a3 a certain consequence; and the gicat expense of 

fleets and armies to maintain that independence, Asa 

Federal Union of these Colonies will probably cnsua, should 

they separate fiom Great Bittain, it may be presumed, 

that the utmost precaution will be used in drawing the arti- 
cles of the Union ; and, in the formation and settlement of 
this new Government, every security which buman fore- 
sight can suggest will bo taken for the piesei vation of the 
liberties, privileges, and independency of each Colony, and 
the protection of all, Dissensions can spring ofly from 
the ambition of the more powerful Colonies, or from a gon- 
trariety of interests, What probability is there that wo or 
three Colonies will unite to subdue the rest? Is it not 
more probable, should any Colouy or Colonies break the 
Union, and from the ambitions project of conquaiing the 
others, that these will immediately unite against the infrin- 
gers of the publick faith? Foreign assistance would not 
be wanting to support the weaker confederacy, and this 
consideration alone would deter the stronger from the at- 
tempt. “oy 

Tf ambition should not occasion a civil war, a.difference 
of interests'and religion may; the interests of these Colo+ 
nies are as different as their ielizious tenets. 

This hath often been said, but remains to be proved, 
Soine disputes muy arise concerning trade, duties, customs, 
and impositions on metchandise, or about the limits and 
houndaries of contiguous Provinces ; these disputes must 
be adjusted ani finally settled Ly the Great Council, or 
States-Genoral af the United Colonies. Such partial con: 
troversies will, for many years at Ivast, give way to the 
poblick safety, which would be endangered by sufluring 
them to grow lo too great a pitch; the common onemy 
might take advantage of such civil discord, and reduce all” 
the Colonics under one yoke. In this tolerating age we 
have no great cause to appichend a religious war; the 
spirit of religious persecution iy wearing off in all the civi- 
lized nations of Europe, and will still decrease as they be» 
cone more enlightened and refined. Can we, then, rations 
ally supposo that these Colonies, hitherto eminently distin 
guished for toleration, and whose Union will be founded on 
that humane and politick principle, will, from a fantick 
zeal for religion, plunge thomselves into the complicated 
miseries of a civil and religious war? If neither the am- 
hition of some Colonies, nor a difference of interesis,-nor 
religiqus rancour, are likaly to produce a civil war, it follows 
of course, that the establishment of tyranny (the secénd” 
evil) is extremely improbable and remote, 

But, to presei ve our independence, will ngt a strong fleet 
and army be neeessary? Neither can bo supported with- 
out a great expense, and standing armies aro, dangerous 
to liberty, besides being burdensome to thoso who pay 
them. 7 

When those Colonies enjoy ah unfettered trade, the,pro- 
fits of it will enable them to equip avd maintain a naval 
force sufficient to guard their coasts and commerce, and 
this fleet will render a standing Army unnecessary; a well 
regulated Militia will answer all the purposes of self-de- 
fence, and of a’wise and just Government. ‘I'he expense, 
therelore, of a regular standing Army may be saved with- 

, out exposing ourselves to danger from a foreizn enemy, and 
the Militia will be able to suppress any internal commo- 
tions, excited by factious and discontented men. 

What will be the probable benefits of independence ? « 

A free and-unlimited trade; a great accession of wealth,’ 
and a proportionnble rise in the value of land; the esta- 
blishmont, gradual improvement, and perfection of nianu- 
factures and science; a vast influx of foreigners, encour 
aged by the mildness of a free, equal, and tolemting Go- 
vernment to leave their native countries, and settlesin tlfpee 
Colonies; an astonishing increase of our people fui “the 
present stock, Where encouragement is given fayndus- 
ty; where liberty and property are gell seeungl; where 
the poor may easily find subsistence,-god the middiig rank 
comfortably support their families by labgur, Uyero tha in. 
habitants must increase sapiclly. Tip soune of these causes Wwe 
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‘a 
owe the doubling of our numbers in somewhat moro than 
- twenty-five years.” If such hath been the progress of po- 
pulation under the former restraints on our trade and manu- 
factures, a population still more sapid’ may be reasonably 
expected when these restraints come to be tuken off, 

Should France and Spain, either from inability to con- 
tend with Great Britain, or govorned by weak, irrosolute, 
or corrupted counsels, or influenced by the dangerous pre- 
cedent of countenancing subjects in arms against their So- 
vereiyn, reflise to enter into any treaty or alliance with 
these Colonies, and piohibit their subjects from trading 
with them, could the Colonics, by thoie own strength 
and internal resources, maintain the war for five or six 
years? * 

It is not at all probable that this war can last so long. 
Tf the first efforts of the British Government should prove 
unsyecessful, the decay of trade, and the consequent dis- 
tress and ruin bronght on the manufacturers and merchants 
of Great Britain, will occasion great divisions in the na- 
tion, perhaps a revolution ; such factions and tumults would 
ovitainly prevent a full exertion of the British nation’s 
strength, Should the war be protracted to three years, 
evon alier that space of time, its operations will become 
Jangaid and feeble; a smaller force may then be opposed 
to‘the enemy, and as we diminish our land army, we may 
‘augment our navy; in the Winter we may force, at least a 
clandestine trade with foreigners, in spite of the British 
marino; during the war manufactoiios may be set on fovt, 
and promoted by the vespective Lagislatures of the several 
Colonies; we shall be ablo in eighteen or twenty months 
to make within ourselves gunpowder, cannon, fire-arms, 
and all thgimplements of war; tho establishment of such 
manufuctories will find employment for the poor, and be 
Q prodigious saving to the country; a stict economy may 
Jossen our expenses in other particulars; the pay of the 
Army may, perhaps, hereafter be reduced, and a wall disci- 
plined Militia, uncer proper regulations, might put us in a 
condition to disband a considciable part of our regular 
forces. Should the Colonists conduct the war with pra- 
deneo and success, loans of money may, perhaps, bo nego- 
tiated among foreigners, and even in England, on easy 
terns; a contraband trade will enrich some of our mer- 
chants, und bring in gold and silver; the procurement of 
those -precious motals is an object of the utmost conse- 
quence: a certain proportion will be requisite to give cradit 
to our paper currency, Our country abounds with all tha 
necessaries of life ; we have iron, copper, and load wines, 
and we already make iron in quantities equal to our con- 
sumption, and the increasing demand. Men, convinced of 
tha justico of their cause, animated with tho love of liberty 
and fightjng in defonco of it, are capable of incredible 

* efforls ; conduct, valour, virtuo, and porseveranco combin- 
ed, are frresistible; necessity may require tho full exertion 

“of all thego, but the skilful politician would not wish to see 
the papitétism of his countrymen put to a sevorg trial, 

Supposg the war to continuo six yenrs, and that it will 
cost v8 thrée millions por annom. If victory, at the end 
of that period, should effect and secure our independence, 
eighteen millions will not, perhaps, on reflection, be thought 
anysuch mighty encumbrance. An unconfined trade will 

ofc new sources of treasure; domostick will supply the 

plnoe of foreign manufretures, and prevent o very great 
drain of our wealth ; foreign luxuries may be subject to 
high duties; the burden too, as it will be divided among 
a greater number, will fall the lighter on the rising gene- 
ration ; six millions of people will probably discharge the 
debt contracted by thiee; the vacant and ungranted land* 
may be made a fund for paying off part of this debt, by 
appropriating the purchase money and tho resorved quit- 

** rents to that purpose, The pernicious consequences of a 
heavy natiqnal debt, so fatal to @reat Britain, should tench 
the Colonjés wisdom, and induce thom to get rid of the load 
as quickly as possible. It is not the interest of states, more 
than of Individuals, to be indebted ; but as indiyidunls, on 
some occasions, may contract debis with a view ¢o future 
gain, so states may pradently, in particular emergencies, 
anticipate their revenues by borrowing present capitals on 
the credit of future interests, that the abilities of several years 
may be east into one. We éannot pay too great a price for 
liberty, and posterity will think indepen d nee a gheap pur- 
hase at eighteen millions. ees 


, . 
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COLONEL WAYNE LO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
Chontor, Pobruary 17, 1776, 

Sur: In obedience to tho resolve of Congress, of the 
12th instant, L have caused a return of my battalion to bo 
made, which is herein enclosed, amounting in the whole to 
five hundred and sixty, oficers included, now in Chester 
and Marcus Hook; ton commissioned officers ave absent 
with thoir recruits, what number, f cannot detormine, but 
approhend the battalion must be complete. 

I must beg lenvo to mention that thoy ave inwvant of 
almost evary necessary, and J am doubtfal there is not that 
industry used, which ts essontially necessary for procuring 
the same, IT beg that the gentlemen appointed for that 
purpose may be urged to lake tho most speedy means to 
supply our peaple with their proper uniforins, &e., &e. 

Interim, Lam, with ue regard, your most obedient, ham- 

: 


sanvar 
blo servant, Awriony Wayyn, 


To Colonel John Lluncock, President of Congress, 


n 


A Return of the Fourth Battalion of Punnsyuvanta 
Regulars, whareof Anynoxy Waynu, Lsq., ta Colonel, 
Cuusrer, Fenrvany 17, 1776 
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Wanted to completo the establishment, one Chaplain, 


and one Surgeon’s Mate, 

N. B. Captain Zaylor not yet arrived with hisoofmpany, 
included in the above, All the officers marked on rearuiting, 
are not yet arrived, nor any return made of ahe“nymber of 
the recruits by thom inlisted. As to their appointment, jt 
is like that of most all new-rnised troops, in wint of every 
article, except about twelve rifles and twenty muskets, 


Without bayonets, , Mrotann Ryan, Adjutant, 


seems ’ 


MEMORIAL OF JON FRASER TO TIE CONGRESS. 
[Road Fobrunry, 1776.) . 

On my arrival at Albany, from Canada, I wnited on Ge- 
noral Schuyler, to know whether any, or What charge, 
was sent against me, On Genoral SeAayler’s informing 
me that Brigadier Hooster bad méntioned no particular 
charge, I then exposed ,to him the treatment I had met 
with, the reasons, and the lotters that had passed between 
me and Brigadior Wooster. Goneral Schuyler desired a 
written account, which, lie said, ho would send to the Cén- 

# i : 
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gress, and, in compliance with his desire, ho received what would be glad to see me again, on business. I called two 
follows: days after. Brigadier Wooster then observed, among many 
7 beg “ Albany, Februnry 4, 1776, other things, that he knew that many filends of constitu- 
"Sir: You will receive, herewith, copies of letters that tional liberty in AMoutread had been ill used, from deposi- 
passed between, Brigadier Wooster and me. ‘To explain tions, bonds, &o., and that, theefore, ho now demanded 
them, and to give, at the same time, some idea of thetrent- thego instruments. I replied, 1 was sorry to bear him 
ment [have met with, I must go as far back as the taking make a requisition that, in my opinion, I could not comply 
of the vessels near the river Sorre/, in the river Sé, Law- with, Some time was then spent in altercation. I at last 
rence. { was on board, but, being only a passenger, and observed that F answeied the proposition in, general; per- 
not belonging either to the troops on board or to the King’s haps, would he come to particulars, we would sooner 
ship, I was at liberty, (likewise several other passengers,) agree; in short, what papers did he want? That] only 
by an express article in Brigadier-Genoral Prescott’s treaty then recollected a sort of bond, that a Mr. Haywood had 
of surfender, to return to my family in Monéreal, unmo- given, but that it was of such a nature as to be now can- 
lested, Twenty-four hours, however, after my arrival, I celled of itself; therefore, that I would send to him that 
received from Brigadier-General Montgomery the letter sort of instrument, from this reason only, that 1 looked on 
that follows: it asofno further use. Tlowever, on second thought, after 
. “Montreal, Novomber 23, [got home, ! thought it was not worth while sending, 
“Sta: The very great uncasiness expressed by the especially as it might be a sort of precedent for Surther 
friends of the United Colonies at your residence in this demands; and 1 then wrote the following letter; 
town, lays me upder the necessity of requiring you to re- “Montreal, Docomber I, 1775. 
mave to some village on the other sido of St, Larwrence- “Sin: The sort of recognisance that Mr, FLaywood en- 
River. The choice { shall leave to yourself, requesting tered into, with sureties, 1 have just found, and { am now 
only that you will not remove from it without acquainting nore convinced than before that it is of no further use. It 
me, and that you will | be so circumspect in your conduct jg the only instance of the kind that occurred befoe me. 
as not to excite suspicion. . . There was no information laid against bim; therefore, no 
ee fel am exceedingly concerned that the peculiar delicacy charge: and, if L took bail for him, it was because he came 
of my situation obliges me to lay you under this restraint; to offer it himself, Prom the nature of it, it ig now at_an 
but your having been under arms in Colonel iven’s affair, end, as his bail could only be bound for him while the Go- 
and Your great influence among those who are esteemed yeynour’s authority continued here entita; the condition 
inimical to the measures of Congress, together with tho being that he should not depart from hence without the 
jealousy entertained of you by our fiends, mako this step Goyvernom’s leave, and that ho would behave himself true 
air peed heocssarys | ae and faithful to the same cause. Tor the above reasons, I 
_ “TL hope you will not distress me by any application not gid not scruple to say that I would send to you the said 
in my power to comply with at prosent. It is with regret instrument, But I do not now really think that it is worth 


I give you this far et ob A sending, and I te you will excuso me in withdrawing 
Lam, sir, your most obedient Pete my promise, If the bail desive it, 1 will satisfy thom, at 
Ricuann Moxroomnny. any time, that their obligations are at an end. I now re- 


To the Honourable John Fraser, Esq.” collect that some other papers may be under my care, but . 
This I might have complained of, being in direct oppo- they are of a different nature from the aforementioned, and 
sition to a positive article of the capitulation. Llowever, 1 they have been early taken caro of, In my opinion, I enn. 
had so little desire of remaining in town, that Lonly ac- not, and T will not, on any account, deliver them, nov any 
uninted General Montgomery that I had a farm, five miles paper of any transaction prior to the capitulation of AZon- 
rom town, where { had all the necessary cqnveniences for ‘eal. Since then, 1 will always be realy to account for 
myself and family ; on which ho sent the next lines: my conduet, but not for any thing done bofore, ‘This re- 
% «Montrou), Novombor 23, S0lution I have taken, from a conviction that I cannot act 


“Sin: I must request the fayour of you to remove to aay cated any propriety, which will avert the rule 
the other side of the river, 1 did iinagine you would not ~ ,, Pane . Sion, © 
have had any objections to your father-in-lnw’s houso, at Lam, sity your most obediont und nae Peuak 
Longueit, and have made that your place of residence, mm, Brigadiot-Goneral Wooster.” ei 


I hope, sir, you will be as expeditious as is compatible with : : ; 
pelos ; ; This letter produced, next ovening, the following anssyer: 


your convenience. : 
“J have the honour to ba your most obedient servant, “ Hond-Quartere, Montren!, Docombor 18, 1775, 


“ Ricnanp Monrcomcry, “Sin: Your breach of pronise, and insolent letter to 
“To the Honourable John Fraser, Esq.” mo yesterday, justly merit a sot of iron omaments, which 
I immediately crossed the river, leaving my family be- you and your associates have very lately been so fond of 
hind, had not been above oight days in my new quar- bestowing on tho friends of constitutional liberty; but, as I 
ters, with Mr. Dechambault, my father-in-law, when we ‘isdain to follow your inhuman and infhmous example, I 
hid u visit from an officer and a great number of armed Shall only order, and I do hereby order and direct you, on 
men® about eleven at night. He took us from our house, the receipt hereof, to repair to the fort at Chambly ander 
with our papers, to a tavern at some distance, where we such an escort as { shall direst, and there to remain, jn 
found Colonel Ritzema, who informed us that Brigadiar close abode, till further orders from, sir, your humble ser- 
Wooster, who then commanded at Montread, had received Y4nty * Davin Woosrnn, 
Petemelt ton that ee was aang nara - « Brigadicr-General, Commanding at Montreal. 
. Continental troops, and that some powder, arms, &c,, la f ” 
concealed’at Mr Dehowbaalt's toe: The house, tee “To John Fraser, Esq. ~ 
fore, was searched, up and down; nothing was found; in- = Mr. Nicolson, as Town-Major, had scareely delivered to 
deed, Colonel Ritzema and the other officers seemed soon me the above letter, when Mr. veming appeared at the 
convinced tliat they had had.a false alarm, and had been door; with a party from the guard, and had sentries placed 
in too’great,a hurry, We were allowed to return home. in my house, at front and back doors, with orders to let. 
Some other gentlemen had a visit from tho same party, be- nobody in our out, servants excepted. Next day, T was 
tween one and lwo of the morning, with as little cause. taken across the river St. Lawrence, to the Fort of Cham~ 
‘Colonel Ritzema, on viewing his orders next day, told me bly, confined to the fort, where I got such a‘hole form 
that he found’they were positive to send me to Chambly, apartment as not to be able to make use of my own bed-. 
but that he would take it on himself to leave me where { stead. There I remained during five weeks, gill [etvas 
was, till further orders. Yn about ten days after, without ordered, with other gentlemen, for this place. Thege are 
any Application from me, I received a letter from the act- the facts antecedent and subsequent to the letters. The 
‘ing Town-Major of Afontread, insBrigadior /Pooster’s name, letters will speak for themselvés. I willmake.1o observa- 
that I was at liberty to -return to the town, whenever tions. T cannot, however, help saying shat the most sa- 
J pleased. 1 retumed, and, before 1 say my family, I vage haye a tender regard a \J aspect for women. Mrs. 


called on Biigadier Wooster. At parting, he told me he Fraser was very near lying in,,which Brigadier Wooster 
é cy . et 
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well {mew; therefore, placing sentries within my house 
so abruptly must be deemed rather cruel. 

Tho papers that Brigadier [Vooster wanted are of no 
consequence, yet they wero a trust in me reposed, long 
before the capitatation, Lo had no sight ta dentand them, 
and { could not with propriety give them. At avy rate, 
J must be supposed to have acted from principle. [ad I 
considered my own‘peace only, 1 might have expected to 
have betler attained that by giving ap the papers; but my 
rule of conduct is to endeavour to distinguish right from 
wrong, and to do what is right, be the consequence what 
it may. Lxclusive of sentries in my house, under the 
circumstances, my being taken from my family, and sent 
neross the river, at the worst time, my close confinement ia 
the fort for five weeks, I beg the letter from Brigadier 
FVooster may be attended to, and let then tho cause of 
such (reatinent be weighed, 

Although it removed mo farther from my family, yet it 
was with pleasura that T found myself ordered for this 
placa, us the constant report we had in Canada from tho 
gentlemen who had been sent here was that the greatest 
Politeness was uniformly kept up towards them, I have 
no doubt about the opinion you will entertain of my usage, 
and [ have only to beg the favour you will lay the whole 
before tho Congress, I am confident they will consider 
such treatment as it doserves, and will apply the proper 
remedy, Tam really sorry to enerdach so much on your 
time. [have endeavoured to be as short us possible, with- 
out omitting any thing material. I will now conclude, and 
Fromnin, sir, yours, &c., Toni Paasien: 
‘Lo Majot-Genoral Schuyler, Continental Forces, 


, 
ARREST OF MR. WALKER, OF MONTREAL. 
. Province of Quunucx, ss: 

Declaration, upon oath, made before Davin Woostun, 
Eisq., Brigadicr-@eneral, and Commander-in-Chief af 
the Continental Army in Canana, Se, Se, by Bav- 
vrs Bena, Captain of Militia in the Parish of As- 
SUMPWION, biz; 


That, being at Montreal, with the Assumption Militia, 
*Monsiour Lanaudicreydun., proposed to mo to go with tho 
Militin to Assumption, to tako Mr. Hadker prisoner, at his 
* country-house, by order of General Carlefon. ‘his was 
at,Monsiaur S¢. Ours’s house, where he sent for mo; and, 
in consequence, I required a written order, and ho sent me 
inimedintely away to the Barracks, it being thon about 
half-past eight in the evening, Brigadier-Gonoral Prescott 
eame to the Buriacks, and there delivered mo an order, in 
writing, frort General Crrleton, and, at the sume time, do- 
livered moa sick, in which was pitch and oakum, saying, 
in case there is any rosistanco, and it should be obstinate, 
miust sot fire to the house; it is Mr, Carleton’s orders, 

0 sat off immedintely, by water, to Sz. Supice, and, 
Jeaving our battean thero, we took tho road to Assumption, 
where asnrrivod about two o'clock in tho morning, with 
about twanty of the King’s soldiers, and twelve Canadians ; 

and that the deponent staid on the other sido tho river, 
having nevor passed the bridge, 
Baoycre De Brenan. 

Vend-Quarters at Montreal-—Sworn before ino, this 

17th day of February, 1776, 
“Davin Woosrer, Brigadicr-General, 
Guy Canteroy, Guvernour of the Province of Quezecn, 
Cu 
Tho Sieur Belair, Captain of Militia in tho Parish of 


» + Asnonption, is hereby commanded to go from this city, 


with the military that shall be ordered with him, in my 
name, under the command of Lieutenant AleDonnell, of 
the Royal Regiment of Emigrants, to tako, at Assumption, 
and seize upon, the porson of Thomas Hallcor, accused of 
high-transon, and him safely conyey into this city, undtr a 
good and safo guard, 

Torder and command all the King’s good subjects to aid 
and assist the said Siour Belair in the oxceution of the 
present order, upon pain, of disabedienca, 

Given at Montreal, the 4th day of October, 1775. 

Guy Canteron, 
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MIL, WALKERS SLATRAENT. 

Thomas Walker, of Montreal, in the Province of Que- 
beck, merchant, upon oath, testifioth and saith: That, be- 
ing at his own house, in tho Parish of Assumption, on the 
Gilat Qetober last past, it was surrounded, about twa or 
three o’clock in the morning, by a party of armed men, 
viz: a detachment of about twenty soldiers, commanded 
by Lieutenant John Me Donnell, of the Royal migrants, 
together with seven Captains of Militia, aud several other 
Canadians, who began the attack by firing a musket-shot, 
and then, without calling to this deponent, imnediately 
procecded to break open his doos with axes, &e., which 
they cfeeted so suddenly that he had bat just time to slip 
on his coat and waistcoat, and put his pistols in his pockets, 
in order to reticat, with a short rifle-gun in his hand; into 
the garret, where his wife had fled, in her shift, but a mo- 
ment before, this deponent being determined to defend the 
stair-head to the last extremity. As soon as the soldiers 
entered the house, they lighted a candla, and instantly 
goarcbed the bed-chamber, which this deponent and his 
wife had just quitted, and then, in order to have Jight in 
tho other apartments, they set fire at the foot of the stairs 
to some oakum, mixed with pitch or rosin, and immedi« 
ately a number of them, armed with muskets and fixed- 
bayoncts, rushed into the room which was overlooked by 
this depanent from the top of the stairs, setting up the Jn 
dian yell. The depanent, hearing this, and observing their 
nelions, made not the least doubt that it was Colonel Jodn- 
son’s party of Mohawle Indians, sent down to niurder 
him and his family, as bad been oftentimes threatenod ; 
whereupon, he fired his vifle-gun among tho thickest of 
them, and ina moment afterwards made anather shot from 
a doublo-pistol, but, beforo he could discharge the other, 
they had all quitted the room, with great precipitation and 
dismay. An oflicer and Grenadier haying been dangerously 
wounded by thosa different shots, the rost retired for sone 
timo, to bind ap their wounds, and to plunder the other 
pat of the house. They then rotitnd and bogan a go- 
neral fie of muskets all around the house, which thoy kept 
up briskly for a Jong time, calling out to this deponent to 
como out and surrender himself; but, finding that thay 
could make no impression, and not daring to enter the same 
room again, whenee they had been diiven, they proposed 
to uncover the roof of the house, in order to get at the du- 
ponent, but dropped the design, it is presumed for the same 
reason. ‘Therefore, the commanding officer culled out to his 
patty to set fire to the four corners of tho house, which or- 
ders were ropeated several times by Sergeant David Metall, 
and which they executed soon alter. Uhis the deponent 
pereoiving at the window, and being terrified thorewith, 
and imagining that a torch, lifted up at the end of n pole, 
had been a man upon a laddor setting fire to the roof, dis 
charged a pistol fiom the window, which, it is said, shot a 
Captain of Militia through the chin with a buekshot. 
Thereupon, they began a second attack, firing all around 
the house for n considerable time, till they had oxponded 
three or four hundred musket-shots. ‘ 

When the flames had inoreased to 0 great head thoy left 
off firing and fell to plundering tho house; which boing 
from the ground-floor, built of wood, burnt now with great 
violence; and this deponent finding no suecour come from 
the neighbours, who, by this time, were all on foot at the 
village, and for many miles round the country, remaining 
at a distance quict spectators of the dismal soene, as he bas 
sinco learned, and Mrs. Malicer crying aloud several times, 


we shall hoth be burnt to death!” the terrour of which 


made her, in despair, beg this deponent would shoot her; 
and she, haviug been almost suffocated in an attempt to go 
down tho stairs, ho laid down his arms and carried her to 
the garret window farthest from the fire, where sho called 
out for quarters, and begged for merey to the soldiers be- 
low, at the sane time getting out of the window, with her 
faco to the wall, she bung by her hands, supported by tha 
doponent, onder both her orms, till a sohfier, pamed Coa, 
brought a ladder, by which she yot down, being much 
scratched and bruised. The soldiers at the same time sed+ 
ing this deponent, called out to him, and promised him 
good usage if he would surrender, He secing tho floot 
burning under his feet, and no further defence to be made, 
or possibility of escape, after a resistance of more than three 
hour§, surrendered himself, and was instantly seized by six 


‘ 
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men, some af whom handled bim very roughly, Lieute- 
nant MeDounefl came up to bim,-with his art in a sling, 
and at first offered to strike him with his fist, and then at- 
tempted to draw a pistol out of his belt to shoot him, but 
was provented from doing bim any hurt by Sergeant Mclall, 
to whom ho had at first surrendered himself; then the pock- 
ets of the deponent were searched and rifled, and a loaded 
pistol, among othor things, taken out of them. 

In the mean while the deponent’s cellars (hang an out. 
building) were broke open and pillaged, and the heads of 
several hogsheads were stayed in, and others had foreed 
open the pot-ash warks, and brought out three negroes, 
with divers kinds of plunder; during all which the depo- 
nent and his wife were kept standing in the mud, with 
naked feet, to behold their house and goods burned and 
plundeied, trunks opened, and pieces of goods from the 
store divided among ‘them, whilst neither himself nor his 
wife were allowed any clothes to cover or defend them 
from the cold. Atlength Sergeant David Me Hall took of 
his blanket-eoat and put it upon Mrs. Walker, whilst the de- 
ponent wrapped himself round with a coverlid which he had 
hastily snatehed up. Thus equipped, they were marched 
to the end of the road leading to St. Sulpice, where a cart 
was presserl, and they were cariied therein to a battean 
lying in the river Se. Lawrenec, a league from his house, 
being guarded all along the road by this party of twenty 
soldicrs,-and flanked in the woods by the Canadians, with 
his three negroes on foot, part of the plunder and the wound- 
ed Grenadiers in onc of the deponent’s carriages. Several 
armed batteaus were sent down from Montreal to give us tho 
meeting, commanded by Lieutenant Leslie; and when wo 
ayrived at the landing, oppasite the barracks, General Pres- 
colt, in great wrath, came down upon tho beach, and com- 
manded the prisoners to be brought forth; all the troops 
were marched out of the gate, and formed in two divisions, 
and (he deponent enclosed in the centre, where he ordered 
hins to be pinioned, and then, marching into the barrack 
square, he spoke these wads: “ You are a traitor and a vil- 
lain, you scoundrel, to betray your country; bat the laws 
of your country have overtaken you at last; you shall havo 
the justice of this country; for, {0 you, you villain, is owing 
the ee of all the blood of those bravo men that has been, 
ot shall bo spilled at S¢. John’s, or in other parts of Ca, 
nada.” ‘To which this deponont replied: “ perceive that 
you know very little of my real character; but pray, who aro 

ou, sir, that treats me thus unworthily, for | have not the 

honour to know you ?” nol having secn him before, ‘What 
do you think of Jast niglit’s work,” continued he; "and 
of that brave man in the boat, which you have so despo- 
rately wounded?” “TL think, sit, that it was a very poor ex- 
ploit, to send fifty men on purpose to murdor ono, and bura 
his house} whilst he and his family were asleep in thoir beds,” 
Ilo replied, by calling to the Provost-Marshal and the smith, 
io,put the deponent in irons, which were much heavier 
than ordinary, being made by tho particular orders of Ma- 
jor Hughes, who, also, gaye the dimensions, as the sinith 
has since informed this deponent; and whilst he was put- 
‘ting them on, General Prescott called out to him, to rivet 
them well, (in doing which, he jarred the bones of the de- 
povetit’s legs, so as to give him inexpressible pain,) and 
then, with a loud vaice, cried out, “ Your crime is high trea~ 
son and rebellion ; and,” added he, “give that poor unhappy 
mana stray bed and a blanket in Number four, in the bar- 
racks, and lscep sentries over him, that nobody speaks to 
him bat the Town-Major, (Mr. Hughes,) unless before the 
Sergeant of the Guard.” “. 
. There this deponent lay, confined and alone, in irons, for 
thirty-three days and nights, without fire or candle for a 
long’ while, or the wonsolatien of a friend at any time, 
Mis. Walleer-heing absolutely forbid to see him, and, for 
many days, made a prisoner in her own house, with six sen- 
tries round abéut it, and the persons who came and went 
to and from the barracks, with victuals, were searched for 
letters, &o,, 

At length, S$. John’s being taken, this doponent was car- 
ried bysgoldiers, in a weale and law condition, and in pre- 
senoe of Captain Anstruther and My, Hughes, under pre- 
fence of going to General Prescett’s room, in a very rainy 
day, to a boat, which conveyed bim on board an armed 
schooner in the service of Government, comninded by 
Captain Lisote, who had the humanity to order his ivong 
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to be knocked off, placing a seniry at the cabin-door with a 
drawn sword, and orders not to let the prisoner receive or 
send any letters, papers, or messages, without examination 
and leave of the Lieutenant, It seems, notwithstanding 
these precautions, that the Generals were ofteaded at Cup- 
tain Lisote for having freed rom fetters this deponént, 
without positive ordeis fram them; and told him that be 
aust ansiver lor his prisoner, corps pour corps, 

‘Two days aflerwards, the deponent was hurried fiam on 
board Captain Lisote, to another armed schooner, com- 
manded by Captain Bouchet, where he remained, under 
the same kind of confinement, for twelve days, nine of 
which were spent in the attempt the vessel made to oseape 
to Quebeci, which began with precipitation immediately 
upon the appearance of General Montgomery's vanguard 
at iS, Pud’s Bland, Uowever, they durst not venture 
to pass the pot of Sored Rive? there being Continental 
troops, cannon, and an aimed gondola, which drove the 
ships back again to Le Velterie, having killed one man on 
board the Gaspee, where the capitulation was signed by 
Gen. Prescott, on Sunday evening, to survender eleven sall 
of vessels, in which were, viz :* thiee Majors, five Captains, 
and several subalterns, conductors, and inferior officers, to- 
gether with one hundred and seventeen iegular soldiers, 
rank and file, with their arms and accoutremonts, besides 
St, Lulce La Corne, one of the Legislative Council of Qtue- 
beck, Captain John Eraser, Judge of the Common Ploas 
and Counsellor, and several Canadian voluntecrs, Go« 
vernour Carleton having quitted the Gaspee, with Messrs. 
Niverville and Lanaudiere, at midnight, on Lhersday, was 
conducted in a whale-boat, with mufled paddles, by Cap- 
tain Bouchet, a secret way to Three-Hivers, and arived 
at Quebeck on Sunday following, 

The deponent was set froe on Monday morning, by his 
friend Major Brown, who delivored him from the cruel 
hunds of tyranny and oppression, and from the tools of 
military and arbitrary power. + 

Over and above the indignity and suflurings imposed 
upon this deponent and his wile, who was denied the liberty 
of seeing Lim by General Prescoét, and taking his last adieu 
at the instant of his departure, when it was exultingly given 
out that ho was to be sent home in irons, there tobe. . . 
«+ He had his apprentice imprisoned for about sixty- 
soyen days, and his other servants and slaves put under 
confinement, to his very great damage in his interest, aud 
ruin of his health, besides the loss sustained by burning, 
destroying, and plundering his house, manufgetory, store, 
household goods, cash, plate, books, notes, furniture; clothes, 

* Trigadiar.Gonoral J escott, Major John Camphell, Major Dunbar, 
Major Hughes, Captain Anst ther, Cuptain Cretofard, Captain Swan, 
Captain Brice, in tho Sovonth Regimont, Captain Gumbe, Liowlonant 
Cleveland, Yioutonant Leslie, Lioutonant Duncan Cumphell, Liouto- 
nant alias Wnaign John MeDonnell, Royal Emigrants, Doator Beane 
mont, Mr. Cooper, Conductor of Attillory Stores, Mr. William Jones, 
Provost-Marshul, Canadian Volunteois, Mesas, Launiore, Magnan, 
Gagrnet, San, prisoners, 

Wo avo woll asaured that the whole foreo of the Continental troops, 
thon at Sorrel, did net exceed ono hundied and thitty-five mon, ‘Tho 
yossols given up worn, vizy fis Majosty"s iigantino Gaspae, comand. 
od by Lioutenant Royal: Also, . ss... + Captain Zisote, a largo 
schooner, two nine-pounders in tho waist, besides quarter.devk guna 
and awivels, twonty-lour goamon, oach arned with e muakat, bayonot, 
and broad-sword, Cuptain Bouchet, another Iago sohoouar, armad 
like the other before inentioned, compliment Cwonly sailors, bosides 
savoral other largo sohoonois, filtod with swivels, &o, All tho vessols 


towed after thous a butteat, With ono of more Gnnoes or amall Lents, in 
ordor to make a doscont, or cacapa by flight, as aoeasion should offer, < 


tPuavecrin, April 26, 1776,—-Fiom tho above affidavits may bo 
githered the outlines of tho character of tho fumed Gonoral Prescott, 
who, (o tho loiding Colonol Alfen and thiity moro defendants of Ameri. 
can hibmly with irons, and sending thom over soas, instedd of keapfn, 
thom to bo exchungod for prisoners of the othor sido, has addod thig 
barbarous ustgo of a citizen and a Magistrate, whose infleaiblo adhe-« 
ronco of hia known duty has long since 1ondored him a dietinguishod 
charactor. : 


Justieo Watker, hearing that Gongral Preacott wasin Pailadelphia, | 


undorlook a journay, in the dopth of wintor, to that city, to complain of 
the treatmont ho hud suffied fiom him, and obtain some satisfaction 
for such inhuman violonco; hut, to his gieat sw prise, found Mr, yes. 
cott lodged in tho beat tavarn of the placa, walking ov riding at largo 
through Philadelphia and Bucke Counties, (in tho hatter of whiah fe 
will doubticss find many with whom ho may tnko sawvoot counsel,) fonet. 
ing “vith gontlemon of the first yank in the Provinag, and Jeoopitig & 
Jovee for the reception of tha grandoes, who, probably, aro aie ug 
this honourable nequaintance, as a natural nnd easy moana of intro) 
tion {0 tha uctica of their execloncicg the antbaaggdors, ge oe 
In consequence of all which unaccountuble plionomena, and the lit. 
to prospect thors appows of his oblainmg.any adequate tudresi 1p the 
present unsettled state of publick aflairgeMlr. Walber has toturned to 
Montreal, loaving this modern tostiiflony tor the poruwal of all martyrs 
to Americun freedom, ‘ Pronus. 
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utensils of manufacture and husbandry; likewise a consi- 


able quantity of fine pearl-ash, in-casks, &e, 
femneee ? 'Thontas Wanxer, 


Philadelphia, sworn the 24th of April, L776, beforo 
Sanven Murenin. 


¥ 

ORDERS GIVEN THE SRYENAL OAPTAINS IN THE FLEET, AL 
SAILING FROM THE CAPES OF DELAWARE, FEBRUARY 17, 
1776, 


Sim: You arg hereby ordered to keep company with 
me, if possible, and truly observe the signals given by the 
ship I am in, but in ease you should bo separated in a gala 
of wind or otherwise, you then are to use all possible menns 
to join the fleet as soon as possible ; but if you cannot, in 
four days after you leave the fleet, you are to make the 
best of your way to the southern part of Abaco, (one of 
the Bahama Islands,) and there wait for the feet fourteen 
days: But if the fleet does not join you in that time, you 
are to cruiso in such places as you think will most annoy 
the enemy. And you are to send into port, for trinl, all 
British vessels, or property, or other vessels, with any sup- 
plies for the Ministerial forces, who you may make your- 
self master of, to such places as you may think best within 
the United Colonies. 

Jn case you are in any very great danger of being taken, 
you are to destroy these orders and your signals.* 

Esucx Uorxtns, Commandant-in- Chief, 


: GENERAL LEA TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 


. [Road Fobruury 20, 1776.) 
Now-York, Fobruary 17, 1776, 


Sin: Lthink it my duty to inform you, that the Phe- 
nie and Governow' Zryon's ship are already out of the 
harbour, and that the Asia is under sail. hey, most pro- 
bably, have had intelligence of the danger which threatens 
their comrade, the Mercury, and General Clinton, from 
your flect, and are sniled with an intention of attacking it. 
As it may be thought prudent to apprize your fleot of tho 
circumstance, I must repeat, that 1 thought it my duty to 


* Signals for the Amenican Fleat hy day. 

For sniling ; Looso tho forotopanil, and shaot it home, 

For woighing and coming to sail: Looso all to topsaila, and shoot 
thom home, 

Vor the fleet fo anchor: Clow up tha maintopsail, and hoist a woft 
in tho onsign, 

For scoing a strango yossol : Lloist tho onsign, and lowor and holat 
‘ agsimany tmoesne you soo yosvols, allowing two minutos botwoon oaoh 
time, 

For ohvsing: For tho whole floct to chaso, a rod pondunt at tho fore 
topmaat head, 

'o give over tho chase: A white pondant at tho forotopmast hoad, 

For tho Qolumbus to obaso + Strika tho broad pondant halfmast, to 
bo aneworad by a ofl in tho onsign and making sail To abuso (0 
windward—hoiat tho onsign, Joworing tho pondant at the aumo timo; 
if to looward, not. ‘Io givo ovor the ehngo; a white poudant at tho 
forotopmast hand; and if nt a gront distanoo, fira a gun at tho same 
time, This muy soryo for any of tho yossols to give over tho chase ant 
roturn inte the float, 

For thoeAndrew Doria to chase: A Dutch fing at tho foralopmast 
hond, ‘Yo chug Lo windward: holst iho onsign, loworing the pondaut 
at tha snmo timo; if to loownid, nol. ‘’o give over tho cliaso: a while 
pondant at the forotopmast hond ; and if ata groat distance, firoa gun 
at tho samo time. 

Por tho Cabot to atiago: A. whito flag nt tho forotopmast hoad, ‘I'o 
vhingo to windward, &o., as above, 

For tlio Providence to chaso: A St, George's onsign, with stripoa at 
thd mizon Peak, ‘To chase to windward, &o,, a8 ubova, 

For tho Fly to chaso: A Dutch fing at tho maintopmnast hoad, ‘To 
ohaso ta windward, &0,, a8 ubove, 

For tho Hornet to chaso: A rod pendant at tho mizontopmast hoad. 
To chieo to windward, &e., as nbova. 

» For tha Wasp to chaso: A Dutch flag at tho mizon poak, To chaso 
to windward, &o,, a8 above, 

For a genoral attack, or the wholo floot to engago: Tho atandard at 
tho mnintopmast hod, with tho atripod jack an onsign ut thor pro. 
poriplaoos, + 

© disorigfigo und, form into g squadion : A whito flug at the onsign 
Stuf, and Ufp'anme into a woft for ovory vorsol to malo thu bost of their 
way off ftohifthe onomy fur tholr own prororvation, 

For ail tho Captains to como on board tho Commodore: A red pon. 
dant at tho enaign ata, 

‘To eponle with tho Columbus? A whito pondant at ths mizontop. 
mast bend, . 

‘To sponk with tho Andyew Doria: A Dutch flag at the mixontop. 
mast hoad. t 

ety spoak vith th Cabot: Awol in a jack, at the mizontopmast 

‘To speak with tro Providence: 
hond, 4 a 
* To sponk with the Fly: A Dutch flag al tho onsign ataf, 

_ For any vesso! hy tho fleet that wants to spoak with the Commodore : 


A white flag at tho mizentopmast 
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send an express on the aubject. The sia ran aground 
opposite ‘the Exchange; as the tides are low, we were in 
hopes sho would not have been able to have got off this 
flood. In these hopes wo were proparing cartridges for 
some pieces of cannon, (which is not hore fiom want of 
method, a very short operation,) and flattered ourselves 
that we should have beon ablo to have dostrayed of much 
damaged her, but she is now, unfortunately, afloat, ; 

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient, 


humble servant, Ciancae Lian 


To the Honourable John Ilancocle, Prosident of the Con- 
tinental Congress. : 


TRYON COUNTY COMMILTER TO NEW-YORK CONGHESS. 
Tryon County Committoo-Chambor, Mobruary 17, 1776, 

Hovovnants Genriuemnn: Yout favour we recoived 
this woek, and immediately called our members to a meat- 
ing, in ordor to consult for raising loops to contribute to 
the defence of our Colony, as desired.» 

Wo resolvod to inlist, for such purposo, under Conti- 
nental pay, at least two ful] companies, with despatch ; and 
we will endeavour to afford three companies, if possible, 
but it is no sure dependance upon three, before triul. 

We recommend the following persons, as well qualified, 
to be commissioned as oflicers for the two companies, in 
the following rank: Jacob IV, Seeder, Captain; Yoost 
House, as Lieutenant; Jacob Ja. Clock, Ensign; Abner 
French, Captain; Jacod Simons, Lieutenant; Jolin New- 
kerle, Mnsizn. 

In rogard to your request for recommending two persons 
for each office, that you may make the choico, wo would 
have dono accordingly, but to prevout confusion in inlisting, 
and affvonts, likewise, to the one or the other, to the hurt 
of the same, we concluded to recommend but ono for each 
oflico, which so chosen, wo judge capable and of influence 
among the people. We leayo tho expedition of their com- 
missions, and other regulations, to your further directions, 
Concerning tho clothing and accoutrements wanting for 
those now recruited men, we must annex, that it would bo 
a needful encouragement, at least in our County, to firnish 


A woft in the onsign; and if in distress, accompaniod with two guns, 

‘Lo fall into olino alyoast: A vod pondant at tho mizon poals, 

Yo full into a tino ahead: A white pondant at the migon pant. 

For meoting, afor a sepmation: A wot in an ensign, at tho mains 
topmust head, lo ba anawored with the samo, und oluing up the main. 
topgaliant sail, if thoy havo any sot, 

For tho ship Providence to chase: A red pondant at tho mizontop. 
moat houd. ‘Lo chuso to windward, &o,, aa bofoie, 

To atau with tho ship Providence: A woft in tha onuign at tho n+ 
sign atl, 

Signals in a fog, or thick weather, 


Whon it comos on faggy, and tha Cammadore will continue tha ama 
sail and coursy: Tira n gun ovory halt hour, 

‘Yo bing too on tho larbourd tiok + Fire two guna. 

‘Yo bring loo on tho starboard taok: Eire threo guns, 

Any voaso) in the Mout discovering an enomy of euporlor forco, ahnll 
fira four gunk, and shall bo answered by ovory yossol in tho float, with 
two gung, and thon ondoavour to apoul with the Gommoddre, and upon 
honring ono of tho floot ongago, an attaal muat bo mado by tha whole, 
in tho bost mannor possible, aw 

For tho wholo floot to anchor ; Firo five guns, % 

‘Vo haut wpon the wind upon the starboard tnoles Piro six gun. 

‘To haul upon tho wind upon tho larboard tack + Firo sovon guna, 

‘To boar ups or go bofore tho wind: Piro cight guna, 

Any vossols in tho floot discovering land or dangor: Tivo minuto 
guns until tho dangor is over. 

Signals by night. bi 

‘To woigh and omoto sail: 'Phroo lights in tho mizonghronds abranat 
ane othor, to be ansiworod by onoh ship with ono ight in the main 
shrouds. 

‘Vo put about and stand upon tho othor tack: Two lights “apon tho 
ensign staf, fo bo answored by the othor yossols with ono. 

To ware and stand upon Uso othor taol: 'Phico lights upon the en. 
sign staff, to ho anawared by the other yaadols with two, 

‘Yo waro and stand before tho wind: Two lights at the mizon poale, 
to be anawored by threo lights at tho onsign stuf | . 

For tho flect lo honyo too with thoir starboard tacks on bond: A 
Jight in the slarbourd main shiouds, with ono gun, 

‘Vo hoavo too with their larbonid tuels on board: Two lights in tho 
lavbond main shronds, with two guns, 

Yor discovering strango vessoly: A light upon tho ansign staff, with 
8 falgo fito, and as many fulso fires a8 yoasols discovered, ‘ 

Tor tlnoaes ing land or danor: Show a great number of lights, and 
firo guna, which fs to bo continned until pvory verso! in the flgot anewor 
it by firing a gun onoh. ‘ ° 

For tho flout to attuck or ongago tho enomy: Five a gun, and og 
many fulao fives ng thot ara abégne in Ute float, 

For mooting, aftor a soparation : ive fulso firs, to bo answorod by 
the same, rat 

For. the flast to anchor: A, light at fhe maintopmeat head, to bo an. 
swotttl by a Nght at (ho aamérplace when aitfo at anchor, « 
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them with such necessaties; and if so to be, where, and in 
what manner it shall be procured. Please, therefore, to 
consider this point without delay, and inform us with your 
opinion or resolve, 

We must further lay before you the situation of our ex~ 
posed fronticr place at Fort Stanwia, where good caution, 
against dangerous enterprises, desires a number of man to 
be posted, tending really for the preservation of the coun- 
try3 and besides, we must hear of the Oneida Dudians, close 
neighbours to said fort, the necessity of such a guard in 
that frontier place. 

We beg, therefore, that you will consult upon this matter 
in particular, and favour us alike with your resolve unde- 
Jayed. If our promised two companies, a3 above mention- 
ad would be wanting in any other places of the Province, 
we may almost assure, that to guard this frontier aforesaid, 
we shall be able to inlist another and third company, under 
Continental pay and the same provisions, as allowed to the 
other companies. 

We rewain, with vespects, honourable gentlemen, your 
obedient, humble servants, 


By order : Wiurtam Seener, Chairman. 


To the Honourable Congress, or Committce of Safety, 
New-York. 


JOSEPH FRENCH! TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS, 
Now-York, (in closo confinomont,) Fobruary 17,1776, 


Sm! T make fice to trouble you with a few lines, in or 
der (o acquaint you with my situation, Ihave bean in 
confinement four and thirty days; three days at my own 
house, with twelve men and an officer to guurd me when 
sick in bed, 

I gave security to Colonel Ecard for my appearance , 
before your honourable House, or him, to answer any com- 

laint alleged against me. I accordingly waited on the 
Dawnatise of Safety, who gave me a certificate, which T 
enclase to your care, and which certificate L showed to 
Coloncl Heard, who gave no attention to it, and ordered 
me to follow him, I accordingly followed hiin to Phila- 
delphia, and was informed by several of the members of 
the honourable Continental Congress, that no contpluint 
lay before them concerning me. 

Colonel Heard then Jay me under an obligation to go 
back to New-York, which, strictly complied with, and 
sinee my arrival here I have been closely confined, and do 
not know, in the least, what I have done to merit such 
treatment. As [have had the honour of being a member 
of your honourable House, I think J can say, with a clear 
conscience, that I have neither directly, nor indirectly, to 
the best of my knowledge, transgressed against the Asso- 
ciation since I have signed it. 

I, therefore, would take it as a particular favour if you 
would stato (his, my case, before the honourable House, 
and release me from confinement, I shall always be ready, 
and willing, to answer before the honourable House any 
charge that can be alleged ngainst me. 

After my compliments, I remain, with the greatest es- 
teem, sit} your most obedient and very humble servant, 

be Josern Frenen. 


To Nathaniel Woodhull, President of the [fonourable Pio- 
vincial Congress, New-York. 
N. B. The time you called at my house, [ acted agree- 
* able to your request, but it had not the desired effect. The 
other gentlemen confined with me pray, also, that some 
indulgence might be given them on their petitions to the* 
honourable Flouse. 


“ 


ADRIAN DB NONDE TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

é Now-York, Fobruary 17, 1776, 
Genruemen: I having been informed that there are four 
battalions of Provincial troops to be raised within this Pro- 
vince for thé defence of the same, and being willing to take 
an activg part in the cause af my country, [ take this me- 
thod of offering my services to your consideration ; and, 
that it may be evident to you that my object is not rank, 
but a desire of securing the liberties of my country from 
meditated destruction, I would accept of either a Majority 

or a Captaincy, as you in your discretion shall think fit, 
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Fiom, gentlemen, your most obedient and very humble 
serv , 
eee * Aprran De Ronnz. 
To tho Honourable Provincial Congress of New- Yori. 





COLONEL EASTON FO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 
Pitteftold, Fobrunry, 1776. 

Dear Sin: It is with the utmost regret that I give 
your Excellency the trouble of this, knowing your great 
multiplicity of business. But faithfulness to the dear, de- 
ceased General Montgomery and his commands, a love of 
liberty and my country, obliges me to do it. 

You will, sir, by the letters and orders enclosed, see the 
minds of the Generals who wrote them; and, agreeable 
thereto, [called on General Schuyler, in my march from 
Montreal, showed him my orders, but he did not give me 
any particular orders. I have since sent to him, as the 
bearer can inform, but have got no answer. 

Should I be ordered to the Northward again with a re~ 
giment, I am sure no time is to be Jost in saising it, and I 
heg your Excellency’s divection in tho premises, and am, 
with great esteem, your humble servant, 

Janes Easton, Colonel, 


To General Washington, 


P,S. Pray your Excellency to send back General 


Montgomery's letter by the bearer, Captain one, e 





ROBENT HH, HARRISON TO COLONEL EASTON, 
Camliidgo, February 17, 17703 

Sin: LU have it in command from his Excellency to 
acknowledge the reccipt of your favour of —— instant, 
and to inform aa that, as tho Northern Depariment is 
more immediately under the cara of Major-General Schuy- 
ler, his Excellency does not know upon what footing it 
was that you was ordered upon the recruiting your regi- 
ment, If any part of your regiment remains in Canada, 
the General takes it for granted that you are counted upon 
in the arrangements made for Canada. If it is to raise a 
new regiment, ho does not think himself authorized to en- 
courage you therein, without the approbation of Congress. 
The services you have done your country last campaign, 
mentioned in the letters to you from the Inte gallant Gene- 
ral Montgomery, morit the acknowledgment of the publick. 
It will give the General pleasure to see you jn a capacity 
to render future service, and acquire more honour, There- 
fore, if you find yourself excluded in the new arrangement 
for the Notion Department, it may possibly be thio gh 
inadveitence, or for rensons which the General cannot be a 
proper judge of If this should be the case, will it not be 
a proper step for you to take, to repair to Philadelphia, 
and produce these honourable testimonials of your merit ? 
Lay them beforo the Congress, and 1 dare say you will 
not be neglected. ‘This is only the private opinion of, sir, 
yours, &e. . 
To Colonel James Easton, 


ROBERT H. HARRISON TO REVEREND JAMES LYON. 
Cambridge, Fobruary 17, 1776, 
Sir: I have it in command from his Excellency to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your favour of the 25th Decem- 
ber. He is much leas with the zeal you exhibit for 
the promotion of American liberty, by endeayousing to add 
Nova-Scotia, us a link to that great chain which does, and 
I hope always will bind the Untied Colonies together: 
Thore have other applications of jhe same nature been Laid 
before the General, which are pow under the consideration 
of Congress. a? “ 7 
Your remark is very just, that secrecy is absolutely ne- 
cessary for conducting this aflair with effect ; and when it 
is undertaken, It must probably be on such a plan as you 
havg pointed out. At present, his Excollenay does, nog 
think it would succeed, as we have intelligence ih ts ay 
be depended on, that Brigadier-General Massey ig, ari ved 
at Halifax, with the chief part of two hottaligns, $0 that 
the numbers you propose would, in all probability; be too 
few for the purpose ; and, if they were,thought" suflicient, 
his Excellency does not think jmself authorized to add 
° 


> * 
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two regiments to our forces, without the approbation of 

Jon gress, ' 

° I mentioned before, that a plan fr tho reduction of that 
Provines was under consideration of Congress, which, if 
they think proper to adopt, his Excellency bas no doubt 
but that a gentleman who interests himself so much in the 
equse of America as you do, will give every assistance and 
advice for the accomplishment of this important business 
that is in your power, lam, &c. 
‘To the Reverend James Lyon. 

ae 
HERBGRE COURTENAY TO CHARLES CARROL, BARRISTER. 

Baltimore, Pebraay 18, 1776, 

“Srn: Mr. Spear showed ma a note which Mr. Pu vi~ 
ance brought him fram the Council of Safety, whereby it 
is probablo you may have occasion to seo Captain Mar- 
tin; therefore, have given him orders to wait on the Coun- 
cil of Safety, with Mr. Spear’s captain. ; 

Should you have ocersion to employ the brig friend 
ship, Captain Martin, back here, with such returns as you 
may have ordered, J shall have no sort of objection, pro- 
vided you insuro her at one thousand pounds, this money, 
and allow a sufficient freight for such goods as she may 
bring back; though Captain Stone intended sho should bring 
some property of his, lying in the /Vest-Jndies, invested 
in salt, rum, &e., with hor freight money out. The vessel 
is a primo sailer, and hasa Bermuda register, and manned 
with Negroes, save tha Captain and Mata, which may pro- 
bably be a cloul for her against tho Inte resolution of the 
Parliament to seizo all American vessels, 

“Lum satisfied you cannot employ a vessel more fitting 
than the Friendship, and should you determine on this, 
Captain Martin will take your orders respecting the home- 
ward voyage, and [shall be glad, in such caso, that you 
will please write me a fow lines, in conlorwity to the above 
proposal, as Tam acting only as an agont for Captain Stone, 
and am, with all respect, sit, your most obedient, humble 


survant, Unroene Courranay, 


Vo Charles Carroll, sq., Barrister, 


oe 


JOSUPI SIMA TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFRTY. 
Princo Coorgo's County, }obiuary 18, 1776, 

Genriemen: During tho sitting of the last Convontion, 
the officers of the several companies belonging to the Ele- 
venth Battalion, of this Province, wero appoiied, except 
the Nottingham Company, which could not then be done 
for want of'a choice being maie by the people. Since that, 
and very latcly, the peoplo hava had a meeting for that 
purpose, and have mado choice of the following gentlemen, 
vini Ielder Bowie, Usy., Captnin; Mesars, odert Bow-~ 
ie, inst’ Licutennnt, Willian Newman Dorsett, Second 
Lioutanant, and George Gant, insign. As il is necossary 
their commissions should immediutely issuc, Lam desivad 
by tha company to apply for them, and a messenger is sont 
on purposa, 

Tinust, therefore, request you will direct your Clorl to 
fill up the commissions with the namos of the above gentlo- 
men, and cnolose them to me by the return of this express, 
who will wait for that purpose. 

Tam, gentlemen, with great regard, your most obedient, 
hamble*servant, 

Josurn Sims. 


To the Hongurablo tho Council of Safety of Maryland. 
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tho hypocritical heart which pretends (o expect it, whon 
in truth it doos not. 

The newspapers here are full of free speculations, tha 
tendency of which you will easily discover, The writers 
reason from topics which have been long in conteniplation, 
and fully understood by the people at large in New-Line- 
tand, but bave been attended to in the Southern Colonies 
only by gendemen of [reo spirits and liberal minds, who ave 
vory fow. 1 shall endeavour to enclose to you as many of 
tho papers and pampblets ns 1 can, as long as L siay here, 
Some will go by this conveyance, 

Doetor Lranklin, Mr. Chase, and Mv. Charles Carroll, 
of Carrollton, in Maryland, are chosen a Committco to go 
into Canada. ‘The characters of the two first you know, 
The last is not a member of Congress, but a gentleman of 
indepeadent fortune, perhaps tho largest in clmerica—a 
hundred and fifty or two hundred thousand pounds stor 
ling ; educated in somo University in J’ranee, though a 
native of America, of great abilitics and learning, completo 
master of the Jerench language, and e piptessor of the Ro- 
man Catholick religion, yet a warm, a (i'm, a zealous sup- 
portor of the rights of America, in whoso causa he has 
hazarded his all. Mr. John Carroll, of Maryland, a Ro- 
man Catholick Priest, and a Jesuit, is to go with the Com- 
mittee, tho Priests in Crnada having refused baptism and 
absolution to our friends there. Genoral Lea is to com- 
mand in that country, whose address, experience, and abi- 
Ities, added to his Mueney in tho Jrench lnngtiage, will 
give him great advantuges, 

Yho evonts of war ave uncertain, We cunnot insure 
success, hut we can deserve it, Lam hoppy in this provie 
sion for that important departinent, becauso 1 think it the 
best that could be made in our cheumsinnces, Your prus 
dence will direct you to cominunicate the cireumstances of 
tho Priest, the Jesuit, and tho Romish religion, only to such 
persons us can judge of tho measure upon large and gene- 
rous principles, and will not indisereetly divulge it, ‘Tho 
step was necessary, for the anathemas of the Church aro 
very terrible to our fiends in Canada, 


ALBANY (NEW-YoRK) COMMITTER, 
Albany Committos Chambor, Pabrumy 18, 1776, 
The Committee of the Lownship of Schenectady, re- 
ported this day to the General Committeo of the City and 
County of Albany, that on theel Sth day of January, instant, 
a Letter was Inid before them under the signature of Jun 


janin Tfilton, and directed to Alexander IVhita, Usq., 


Sherif of tha County of Tryon, an extract whereof is in 
the following words ; 
“Hohonoelady, Docombor 22, 1775, 

* Daan Sins Lioutonant Me Donald, who is in town, just 
now informed mo, that Arnold, immediately on his arrival 
haforo Quebeck, sont a {Ing to demand from Colonel Mac- 
Tecan, on immediate surrender of the town. "Pho messon- 
gar was conduetod hoodwinked to Maclean, who told bim, 


he would give Arnold a final answer in a fow hours; in the 


tncan time, Colonel Maclean lined the houses of thettown, 
past which Arnold waa to pass, to take possession of the 
town. Colonel Maclean, at the expiration of tha tine, 
sent a messenger to 2irnold to inform him, that he was ox. 
tremely sorry ho had it not in his power sufliciently to 
defend the town, therefore, was willing to surrender it to 
him without the effusion of blood, and might take posses- 
sion of it as soon as he pleased. Arnold himself, with the 


greatest part of the oops, immodintely went to take pos- , 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM SOUN ADAMS TO A VRILND,® sossion of the town, and after they bad entered the gates, 


DATED PHILADELPHIA, FEBRUARY 18, 1776, 


sent you, from New- York, a pamphlet entitled « Com- 
moi Senge,” written in vindication of doctrines which there 
is reasort ( expect that the further encroachments of ty 
tanny, and depredations of oppression, will soon wake the 
common faith, unléss tho cunning Ministry, by proposing 
negotiations and terms of reconciliation, should divert the 
presont current from its channel, i 

Reconciliation, if practicable, and pence, if attainablo, 
you very woll know, would be ns agreeable to my inclina- 
tions, and as advantageons to my interest as to any man’s; 
but I seo no prospect, no probability, no possibility. And 
1 cannot but despise the undeistanding which sincerely 
expects un honourable peace, for its aredulity, and detest 


they were closed, aud tho troops that Maclean had placed 
in ambush, in the houses, immediately fired upon thom, 
killed three hundred, and took the rest prisoners, among 
which Arnold is suid to be. Adecfean immediately sullied 
out of the town, pursued the remainder of Arnold's men 
over tho Plains of Abraham, and killed a gront many of 
them a fine stratagem, worthy of inmortalizing Maclean's 
name, and handing it dowu to the Intest postetity in lettes 
of gold, ‘This seems vory probable to me, and Mr, Me- 
Donald says it may be depended upon, clenold, before 
his arrival at Quedeck, was obliged, in order to keep his 
men from starving, to kill all tho horses and dogs he bad 
with bim, and, afer all, fell short four days, in such fing 
fare; however, no better than thoy deserved, 
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[should say moro, but am in haste; you will therefore 
excuse me, and believe mo yours, sincerely, 
“ Bengamin Iron.” 


That the said Committee had, therefore, sent for the 
said Benjamin Tilton, who avowed himself the author of 
the said Letter, and declared that he had wrote it to please 
the said Mhite, whose sentiments he know; that he had 
wrote it, however wrong, in expectation that tho contents 
thereof would never be discovered, 

The said Committee did further report, that the said 
Benjamin Hilton, on the 14th day of July last, had volun- 
tarily, and without any solicitation, made before Cornelius 
Cuyler, Esq., the following Affidavit, to wit: 

“, Benjamin Hilton, Jr., Esq., of this place, Attorney at 
Law, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith: That he has 
never entertained or harboured an opinion inimical or un- 
friendly to the just constitutional rights or libertics of Ame- 
rica; that he looks upon the claim which the British Par- 
liament has set gp in the present reign, by statute, to bind 
the Colonies in all cases whatsoever, as unconstitutional, 
and subversive of American liberty; that the measuies 
taken by Administration for the enforoement of the several 
statutes passed against America in general, and some of the 
Colonies in particular, in his opinion, will justify opposi- 
tion; that he is a friend to his country, and the invaded 
rights and liberties thereof, (though he believes, by many, 
without? foundation, taken to‘ bo an enemy thereto,) and 
wishes it all the success in this unhappy and unnatural con- 
flict, that ang real (riend to the common cause can; that he 
neyay was really induced or prevailed upon, by any person, 
to résign his Lieutehancy; and further saith not. 

“DB, Hivron, Jun, 

“Schenectady, July 14, 1775.—Sworn before me, 

“ Conncuius CuyiEn, Justice,” 


The gsaid Committee of Schencctady further reported, 
that they had thereupon 

“Resolved, That the said Benjamin Hilton eithershould 
cause his said Latter, together with the said Declaration, to 
he published in the newspapers by the fifth of February 
then next, or that they would publish the same, together 


with the above-mentioned Affidavit.” 


Which said Report, the said General Comtnittee of the 
Cily and oun of Albany, have maturely considered, and, 
thereupon, resolve to approve the same. 

But, the said Benjamin Hilton, instead of abiding by the 
determination of the said Committee of Schenectady, on 
the eighteenth day of January last, without aequainting this 
Board of the steps taken by them, hy letter, addressed to this 
Board, expressed his sorrow to giva this Board the trouble 
of an application on a very disagreeable subject. That he 
bad,.on tho 22d day of December last, wrote a letter to 
Alewander White, Esq., relative to the then report, that 
Colonal Arnold, with his forces, was defeated at Quebecle b 
Colonel Maclean, and which xeport, he found to be ground- 
less; that he had, in that letter, also, applaudad the said 
Maclean for his conduct, and wrote disrespectful of Colo- 
nal Arnall’ forces; for all which he was extremely sor- 
ry; sthntihé confessed his error, and desired the forgiveness 
of fis jnjured countrymen, and professed himself a fiend 
to the” constitutional’ liberties of the Colonies; and pro- 
mised, for the future, neithér to write nor do any thing pre- 
judicial to the cause of liberty; that ho was well convinced 
that the Parlfament of Great Britain bas no right to tax 

. the Colonies, and conceived the tyrannical measuros pur- 
sued by tho Ministry, to enforce such unconstitutional acts, 
will.justify opposition ; that he did confess that he had some 

1 doubts of the expediency of the expedition agninst Canada, 

_ which, doubts,are, ‘however, now removed; that, as this 
Board is the Genural Committee of protection, &c., for the 

gthole County, ho, therefore, begged their final decision of 
this matter, and their resolution thereupon. 

- In Bbnsequence of which said application and request, 
y.this Committee da declae it as their opinion, in addition 
Storthe Resolution of the Committee of Schenectady, that 
-the ssid Benjamin Hilton has evinced, by the said Letter, 

‘oa unwarrantable ekultation in the distress and defeat 
Which he supposed a part of the Contindntal Ardiy had 
sustained ; that, therefore, this Commitiée, notwithstand- 
ing his prior and: subsequent declarations preceding and 


Fovrts Sexies,—Vor. tv. 


CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., FEBRUARY, 1776. 


15 


1186 


following the said Letter, are further of opinion, that his 
sentiments are inimical to the liberties of this country; yet 
this Committee, disdaining the impotent attempts of the 


. said Benjamin Hilton to traducé the proceeding of the 


Northern Army, do, therefore, dismiss him ftom further 

prosecution, 
Extracts from the Minutes : i 
Marrunw Visscusn, Seeretary. 


2 





COLONEL HAZEN TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 


{Referred to Mr, Wythe, Mr, Shorman, Mr. Ward, and My, S. Adana, 
who aro dirocted to oxamino tho accounts.) ‘i 


Montreal, Fobruary 18, 1770s 


Sim: Agreeable to the order of the honourable Conti- 
nental Congress, you have, enclosed, the report of the Com- 
missioners appointed by General /Vooster, and their pro- 
ceedings thereon at large, 

Tho inventory of the stock, the first article of losses and 
damages, amounting to fourteen thousand two hundred and 
thirty-four livees, was chiefly and really for the use and 
service of General Montgomery's Army, and taken away 
by his order for that purpose, for all which he promised I 
should be paid. 

The second article, amounting to throo thousand three 
hundred and thirty livres, was partly destroyed by the Mi- 
nisterial troops, and parily by the Continental Army, un- 
der General Montgomery's command, 

The third article, one thousand three hundred livres, 
was tatally lost in consequence of a mistake made by Ma- 
jor Brown, of the Continental Army, by his retaining me 
a prisoner on the 18th of September last, ata time when £ 
had General Sehuyler's leave, obtained on the 6th of the 
same month, to remain at my divelling-houso, or to pass or 
ropass on my lawful business undisturbed or unmolested by 
his woops. This unfortunate accident was the source of 
all my misfortunes in the present instanca, both as to losses 
and imprisonment. ; 

The fourth article, seven thousand and seventy-nine 
livres, occurred, in ae from burning and destvoying fen- 
cos, &c., for the usé of the Hospital, and fodging other 
troops in my dwolling-house, and other honses, oceupied 
for that purposo, Therefore, it is not a total loss to the 
United Colonies. 

The fifth article is, for damagos done by the Continen~ 
tal Army, as fully appears; and, as it may be presumed, 
would not have been prevented, 

The sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, and cloventh 
articles was, I believed, taken chiefly by thoCanadians; and 
it was the price of their labour or sorvicas; and X am sorry 
that [have too much reason to believe, that they were en- 
cowaged in jt by their officers, ata time when [was suf- 
fering in prison, on suspicion of favouring tha cause of 
America, ‘The plundering, in this instance, was crucl ; I, 
therefore, hope a recompense will be thought just and rea- 
sonable, 

The twelfth article, was a largo stone house on tho Fort 
of St. John’s, taken from my tenants, and into possession 
of the Ministerial troops, An indemnification I (vas pro; 
mised by General Carleton, as well as some other damages 
done by them, in the second article, all which 1 have now 
forfeited, as every other protection fram the Government 
of England; I therefore hope this charge may appear rea- - 
sonable. ? : 

The thirteenth and fourtoenth articles, are losses ocour- 
ted in consequence of the foregoing, and, consequently, axe 
thought as reasonable a charge as any other. 7 
__ Thus I have gone through, and endeavoured to explain 
the nature and justness of the several charges, as far as in 
haste my poor capacity will’adm# ; and I hope the honour 
able Congrass will meet with no difficulty in ordesing mo toe 
be paid the amount, which is now clearly ascertained by cre 
diblo evidences, on oath, You will please to remember, sir, 
that it was a condition in the momoiandun state of my.di 
fairs,avhich I gave in to you in writing, when at B 
phia, which, if | remember, was nearly in these’ 
If should be employed in the Continental sof¥i 
be indemnified for the losses which 1 hadés 
which I was willing to sacrifice my hall dF Gee 
my country’s cause ; which I still'adher an 
wish to have any ponae aye py *Cohgress? 








for’ thre 
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seourity of my half-pay, T say Tam willing to take tho 
risk of it to mysolf; but the damages will only put my 
interest on the same and a proper footing, without which, 
Tam iuined; it is my whole depondance for a future sub- 
sistence, should I live thraugh the prosent troubles ; or, if 
Ishould not survive, to pay off some debts, and leava a 
anal provision for my little family, Whatever the honour- 
able Congress are pleased to ullow, 1 bog you will ordor 
it to be paid to the beater of this, Mr. Joseph Lorny, who 
hn agreed to refund ma, in hard specio, whatever ho may 
receive from you in paper money, which is an advantage I 
would not willingly lose, 

I have tho honour to be, sir, your most obediont, and 
most devoted, humblo sei vant, 


To the Honoyrable John Lancock, Esq. 

P. S. Lioutenant-Colonel Anéild set out yesterday for 
Quebeck, and I shall leave this to-morrow, on a journey I 
intend to take through the county, in order to facilitate 
and complete tho regiment which [ have the honour to 
panied We have made a good beginning, and I hape, 
ina few days, to have itin my power to acquaint you of 
the desired ‘success, as well in recruiting, asa friendly dis- 
position of tho Canadians, But you must sond a Com- 
mittee of Congress without delay. It is but a party of 
pleasure to come to Canada at this season of tho year. 


M. IL 


Mosrs Iazen. 


An Iwentary of Stock, §o., at Sx, Joun’s, bolonarig to 
» Mosnis [Laaen, Zasq., and on his arms near Su. Joun’s, 
on the 18th day of Surrammen, 1775, the day he was 
madag prisoner by Major Brown, of’ the Continental 


jorving under General Mon raominy. 
q 


Livros, 

4 pat of oxen, at 200 livres onch pait,- + - ~ 800 
8 large New-LEngland cows, 280 livres cach, - - 690 
G ditto of half or mixed breed, 120 livres each, - 720 
8 largo Evench cows, GO livresench, - - - + 480 
1 Jargo Now-England bull, 180 livres, - - - 130 
8 large calves, do, GO livresench, ~ - = ~ - 180 
3 do. half-breed, 80 livres each, - ~ + 90 
4 horses, 250 livros ench,h ~ - « + = © = 1,000 
4 do. 120 livres cach,- - - - = ~ = = 480 
1 New-England mavo, - - = - = = = = 600 
24 old shoep, of a large breed, 15 livres each,- - 860 
18 lambs, 7 livres 10 sols ench,~ + - = + = 186 
16 large swine, 60 liviesench, - - - » = ~ 800 
6 small swino, 25 livresench, - - - « «= = 150 
11 geeso, two livres cach, - = - » 2 © « 22 
§ dozen fowls, 30 sols percouple, - « - « « 45 
400 bushels potatos, 2 livres per bushol, - - ~ 800 
400 bushels turnips, 1 livro 10 sols per bushel, ~- 600 
AGardon roots and vogotablos, - = = + = » 560 
iGO. bushels Indian corn and boans, 3 livres per bush., 90 
x bushels pense, 4 livres 10 sols por bushel, -  « 46 
“"6 bushels salt; 8 livres por bushel, ~ « ~ - - 18 
28 gallons New-England rum, 4 livres por gallon, 112 
7 gallons 7Post-Indta ram, 6 livies por gallon, — ~ 35 
8 barrols superfine flour, 25 livics per barrel, ~~ 15 
2 barrels pork, 72 livres per barrel,» » ~ = = 144 
Sugar, coffee, tea, soap, and candies, - - - ~ 800 
Linseed oil and paint,- - - - - - ~~ » 450 
Tron and stgel in bors,- - - - - - - « « 250 
2,160 bundfes of hay, 1 livre por bundle, - - ~ 2,150 
33 panel doors, 24 iieres each, ~ ~ = ~« « » 792 
A parcel of hewn stones, to the amount of- - ~ 800. 
1,400 boalds and planks, 50 livres per hundred, - 700 
20 cons of fire-wood, 7 livres 10 sols per cord, - 150 
He aA Carried forward, « ~ - 14,248 


: “ s wuen Enarr, 
* Maunus Winwert, Copt. First Yorke Regt, 
James Jurruy. 
Montroal, February 17, 1776, 


e 


An Account of Losses and Damages sustained by Mosus 
Hazan, Esg,, at and about Sx. Joun’s, in the course of 

+ the year 1775, and in consequence of the Continental 
Troops coming into Canava. Livres, 


‘To the stock, &c., as per inventory on the otherside, 14,243 
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To the total loss of a large field of grain, and sun- 
dry others of grass and bay, ns per estimation, of 
Antoine Bute, Nicholas Munneer, and J¢rancois 
Benois, 0 choson conmittee, and attestad to be« 
fore a Notary Publick, on the 12th Dacember, 


1775, - <n ew wm mw ew 8,980 
To nv large field of pens, estimated by Lrancois 

Brosseau, Joseph Brosscan, and sohn Baptiste 

Ganier, a committee appointed for that purpose, 

and attested to before a Notury Publick, on the 

10th December, L115," «= = «= = = « = 1,800 
To damages sustnined and dona to Mr. Lazen’s 

dwelling-house, barn, saw-mills, potash-house, 

smith’s forge, and other buildings, per estimation 

of Mr, James Bell, Antoine Larose, Pierre Smi« 

cold, and others, the 17th November, £775, ~ 7,079 
Vo ditto, a farm at Colonel Bddgl’s eump, the post 

taken (o cut off the communication from St 

John's to Chambly anil Montreal, - ~~ = 598 
To housohold firniture plandered and pillaged by 

tho Continental Army and Canadians in arms 

with General Montgomery, - - = « = ~ 7,200 
To ditto, wearing appuiel, =~ - - = 5 * = 2,500 
To farming utensils and tools, + - + = ~ © 1,600 
To smiths’ and potash do, = - « « « « «+ 1,000 
Yo carpenters’ and joinors’ do, ~ - = « + ~ 900 
‘To coopers’ and staye-makers’ do, - - + + « 2,400 


To damages done to a largo stono house and out- 

houses in the Fort at St, Jods 38,400 livros, 

(tho half only belonging to Mr, Llazen,) qe - 19,200 
To tho Joss of ono year’s work of four sawemills, + 6,000 
‘To ditto, tho uso of his dwelling-house, potash, 

smith’s forge, and other out-houses, « + = + 





Sanuen Kiam, 5 
Manuinus Wuaaer, Capt. Iirst York Regt, 
Janus Jovrny, 

Montrou), Fobraury 17, 1776, 

We, tho subscribers, being appointed Commissioners by 
tho Honourable David Mooster, Msq., commanding the 
Continental Army in Canada, to inquire into the losses 
which Aluses Hazen, Wsq., has sustained in and about 8% 
John’s, and to ascertain the same, met in the city of Mon- 
treal, on the 1th Lebruary, A776, for that purpose, and 
then proceeded to swear aud examine evidences relative to 
the losses sustained by the said Moses Ilaxen, Esq. 

No, 1, ‘Lo dumago guatuined by loss of horios, cattle, eheop, awina, 
goose, fowls, Go. a8 per invontory, 14,249 Hvrogs 

No. |, John Jump, boing sworn, says, that he lived with 
Méses Hazan, Misq., (com June 18, 1776, to 26th September 
following, the day said Ltazen was takon prisoner, and he 
was aversecr of said 2Zaxen’s farms at and near St John's, 
He is well acquainted with his concerns theres and, pra- 
ducing to them the annexed inventory, be anys every artisle 
is just and true. He likewisa says theta was a barrel of tar 
in the cellar, and some other trifles; and farthdr saith, that 
hay is sold at St, John’s at one livre per bundlo. 

No. 1, Nicholas Manner, being sworn, declares that, 08 to 
the stocl‘on Moses Hazen, Msq’s, fam, and at his dwelling- 
house, opposite St. John’s, agiceable to an inventory now 
delivered to the Commissioncig, is just and_trua, ag is, glso, 
the account of potatoes, turnips, Indial » 80, Gott. 
tained in tho same inventory with the of Wet oet 

No, 2, To loss of a Jango fald of grain and several of grass, an cslima: 
tion, 3,330 hyres. 

No. 2 Said Manner further saith, that he, with Fran. 
cots Benois, and LZ. Bund, made ah estimate of the damage 
dono to Moses Hazen, Wsq’s, field of corn and grass, in 
and about St, John’s, and that it amounted to at least threo 
thousand three hundred and thirty livros, which estimation 
and declaration wera made tho 12th December, 1775, bo~ 
fore a Notary Publick. 

No, 5. To damigo dono to a farm whore Colonol Botel's dotnolmont 
was onoamped, 628 livres, # 

No. 5, ‘The deponent futher saith, that there was damage 
done to anothor farm north of St. John’s, bolouging to said 
Hazen, where Colone} Bede's detachinont was encamped, 
to the amount of, by estimate, five hundred and twenty 
sight livres ‘ 
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No. 3. To tho loss ofa fiold of pons, 1,300 livros, 

No. 3. The deponeut further saith, that said Hazen was 
taken prisoner by Major Brown, on the 18th September, 
1778, at about eight o’olock in the morning, and, in a few 
hours after, a sortie from the fort occasioned a skirmish, in 
which said ZTazen was taken by the regular troops ;. and 
adds, that suid Jlazen was going with provisions to the 
savanna for the peoplg who were at work there taking up 
peas for him, and, ta consequence of his being detained, 
they left the work, and the peas wero lost. 

Simon Morvise, being sworn, declareth, that he was with 
Moses Hazen, Esquire, going with provisions for the peo- 
ple at work in the savanna ata field of peas, and that he, 
with said Hazen, were taken prisoners by Major Brown, 
and that, in consequence of their being taken, the Geld of 
peas was lost, 

Francis Morriso, being sworn, declares, the day after 
Moses Hazen, Esquire, was taken, he went to the savanna 
to work in the field of peas belonging to said Hazen, but 
finding that he was a prisoner, and that there was not piovi- 
sions for the workmen, said deponent, with scveial othars, 
left the work, and the peas were lost, 

John Baptiste Ganie, being sworn, declares, that he, 
with Francis Brosseau and Joseph Brosseau, who lived 
near Moses IIazen, Isq’s, field of peas at the savanna, 
were called on, and estimated the damage by the loss of 
said field of peas, to be at least thirteen hundred livres, a3, 
Eyal declaration before a Notary, dated 12th December, 
17%, 


‘No, 4, To damage dono tho dwolling-house, saw-mills, barns, pot> 
deh-houso, and smith's shop, opposite St, Jodn'a, 7,079 livres, 


No. 4. Janes Bell, being sworn, declares, that thore was 
a number of upwards of thirty-six paneled doors, made and 
ready to be put up, laying in the large stone-house at St. 
John's, and that they were worth at least twenty-four livres 
each, Said Bell further saith that there was a quantity 
of hewnrstone laying at and about St, John’s, and he values 
the same at three hundred livres, And, further saith, that 
there was a large quantity of planks and boards, which 
was worth seven thousand livres, and that the whole of 
tliem are either niade use of or destioyed, 

Said Bell further declares, that the damage done to the 
dwelling-house, saw-mills, barn, potash-house, and smith’s 
sliop, belonging to Moses Hazen, Esquire, situate oppo- 
site St. Jofn’s, amounts to four thousand five hundred and 
sixty-four livres, and that he, with Antoine Beugue and 
Pierre Seneeal, estimated said damages, as appears by a 
certificate dated November 17, 1775. Snid Bell saith, 
further, that other damages were done to said house, barns, 
&c., not mentioned in the above certificate, amounting to 
three hundvod and sixty-seven dollars, as by an estimate 
made by said doponent and Captain Pratt, dated Decem- 
ber 14, 1775, Said Bell further declares, that there was 
destroyed fifteen leacon spouts, valued at two dollars each, 
and nine brass-knobbed locks, at filteen livres each, which 
wore not included in either of the above calculations, 

No, 6. To housshold furniture, 7,200 livros, 

No. 6. James Glermy, being sworn, declareth, that he 
was welltacquainted at the house of Moses Hazen, Esq., 
and made it a place of residence for eighteen months, at 
least, and that he verily believes that suid Liazen’s house- 
hold furniture, ju,bis house opposite S¢. John’s, was worth 
at least he pred pounds, Halifue currency. 


No. 7, To wonglttf apparel, 2,500 hyros. 


No, 7. He further saith that the wearing apparel was | 


very considerable. 
‘No, 3y ‘To farming tools and utensils, 1,500 livres, 
No. 8. Said Glemry farther declares, and saith, that he 
‘knew said Hazen’s farm was well furnished with farming 
utensils and tools, which he thinks is, at least, worth ono 
thousand five hundred livies. 
Nad. smiths’ tools and potash tools, 1,000 livros. 
No, 9. Said deponent further saith, that he knew said 
Hazen had a good set of smiths’ tools and potash tools, 
and that he really believes they were worth at least one 
thousand livres. ‘ 
'No, 10. To carpenters’ and joiners' tools, 900 livres, 
No. 10. He further saith, that Hazen had a complete 
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set of carpenters’ and joiners’ tools, which he estimates at 
nine hundred livres, 


No, 11, To a largo nssortmont of coopers’ and atave-malers’ tools, 
with anchors, &., two thousand four hundied livres, 


No. 1]. Ie futher saith, sald Hazen had a large ase 
sortment of coopers’ and stave-makers’ tools, with cables, 
anchors, &c., the whole amount of which, he verily be- 
lieves, to be two thousand four hundied livres. 


No, 12. To tho damngo dono to onc-half tho larga stone-house nt 
St. John’s, 19,200 livros, 


No. 12, Thomas Donahue, being swoin, declares that 
he, asa carpenter, assisted in the building the large house 
at St. John’s; that he has lived there seven years; and - 
says the value of the house, before it was damaged, was two 
thousand pounds sterling or upwards, that it is now so 
damaged that all the walls must be taken down before it 
can be repaired. 

No. 12. James Bell and James Glenny, being asked as 
to the damage done the large house at St. JoAn’s, alter 
making @ calculation together, estimated the damages on 
the whole of the house to be sixteen hundred pounds, 
Dalijax currency, or thirty-eight thousand four hundred 
livres, 

No. 18, Lo tho loss of ono yoar’s work of the snw-mills, 6,000 livros. 

No. 18. Said deponent, after making a caleulation of the 
loss whiclr must be sustained by the stoppago of the saw- 
mills for one year, declares it to be at lonst six thousand 
livres, 


No. 14. Po tho Joss of ono yoar's usa of tho house, potesh-houso, 
smiths’ forgo, and other ont-houscs, 1,000 Livics. 


No. 14. Said deponent estimates, for the uso of the 
house, out-houses, &c., for one year, at one thousand 
livres. ° 

Sixty-sight thousand one hundied and eighty livres, is 
equal to eleven thousand three hundred and sixty-three 
dollais and one-third of a dollar. é 

The above account we do certify to be just and true fgree~ 
able to the best intelligence we can obtain from the abave- 
mentioned witnesses. 

Samper Evuen, 
Maninus Wins, Capt. First Yorke Reg't. 


Janes Jureny. 
Montical, February 17, 1776, 


I do hereby certify that I was at tho sioge of St. John’s, 
stationed under Colonel Bedel’s command, at the post north 
of the Fort, That Colonel Bedel sant Major Gansevoort 
with a detachment to bring off the live stock from Colonel 
Hazen’s farm on the opposite side of the river near thal post, 
which was accordingly done, and which order, I suppose, 
came from General Montgomery, That some part of the ap 
said live stock was killed for the use of the Hospital; that 
alsa, potatoes, ‘arate: and other garden tools, was bought 
from said Lazen’s farm to camp, and made use of by.the 
soldiers and Canadians; that, also, hay was brought from 
his barn for the use of the service, but cannot say what the 
particular quantity of these articles were. 

Samuen Einar, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, General Wooster’s Regiment. 

Montroal, February 17, 1776, 

I certify that, at the time of the siege of St. John’s, the 
camp at the South end of the Fort had large supplies of 
vexetables from the farm of Captain Elazenyonposite St 
Johns. That, to my knowledge, there verge damas 
ges done to the house, barn, out-houses, ferices, &o,, and 
that, after the sutrender of the Fort, the hous, was made 
use of as an Hospital, as well for the quartering Of troops, 
1 likewise remember to have seen, in the time of the siego, 
beef and mutton brought over the river to the above canip, 
for the use of the troops, somo of which, { understood, was 
taken from Captain Lfazen’s farm, 

Maninus Winurrr, Capt. Ferst York Re 
, 


MAJOR HAWLEY TO MLBRIDGE ee 
RAY 






Watertown, Fj BY, 3 

Dear Sin: I hope you will forgive mé frat He p> 
pear indelicate, by attempting to inculgate.somafhit is which 
T hinted to you in the minutes which *you was pleaséd to 


» 


1191 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., FEBRUARY, 1776, 1192 


accept of me, as you wag selling out on your journey to particular; becauso, you know that the Colonies in general, 
Congress. But, if you know tha infinite weight thoy ara and this in particular, are in the hands and power of the 
on my mind, you would not blame mo, whether they im- Army, by reason of the Militia being, in a great degrea, 
messed your mind in like manner or not, Ove was, that stripped of their arms sud ammunition, for the gako of fure 
the most sensonable and effectual caro shoul be taken nishing the Ary, | 

that a.sudicient number of the best of troops should bo T suggest ono thing mare, and T have done, to wit: 1 
seasonably marched into Canada, and thorough provision hopo that the next period or torm for which the Continens 
mada for their subsistence, pay, and clothing, full supplios tal troops will bo inlisted will bo throg, or at least two yoais 5 
of artillory, arms, and ammunition, that they bo sure to the disadynutages and isk of their being ongagad and held 
repel and overcome all the efforts of the enemy in that for short terins, even for but one whole year, are many; 
quaitor tho approaching soason. Depend on it, that tho at the same time they nevor will, nor can I say that I do- 
offorts of the enemy there and at New-York the next sea- sire that they should engage for an indefinite time; but T 
son will be the greatest and tho errliest which they can beliove they will, after a little while, bo willing to engage 
possibly make. In the year 1760 Lam certain thut ships for two or threo yenrs. 

arrived at Quebeck fiom England somo timo in April, ond My letter is unconnected. I enter matters as thoy occur, 
Ithink as early as the middle of April, if not earlier, If without studying coherence ; if you think them of any value 
they bave any judgment or policy in Jéng/and, their land you havo full leave to communicate to your brethren of this 
foreos for the reduction of Ameriea will be chiefly employ- Colony. 

ad by the way of Quebecie and New-York ; diversions my —_ 1 am, sir, with grent and most sincere respect, your obe- 
bo given in other parts, but theiy main strength will be des- dient, humble servant, ee be 

: a ay Josurn Dawury, 
tined thither. 1 hava no doubt but you are, by this time, apy ary. Genny 

fully sensible that the sharpest oye must be unromittedly is y 
kopt on the people of New-York; their nanceuvres and 
tergiversations exceed thie depths of Satan. But 1 will not Rhad'htagek 81940 
selool you any longer on this head, {Roud March 6, 1776.) ' 

J beg leave to let you know that I have read the pam- Cumbridgo, Fobruary 18, 1776. 
pliet, entitled, * Common Sense, addressed to the Inhabi- Sm: Tho Into freozing weather having formed some 
tants of America,” and that evory sentiment has sunk into pretty strong ice from Dorehester-Point to Boston-Neck, 
my well-prepared heart; in short, you know that my hoart and from Rowbury to tha Common, thereby affording a more 
hofore wns liko good ground well prepared for good seed; expanded, and, consequently, a less dangerous approach 
and without an American independent Supreme Govern- to the town, I could not help thinking, notwithstanding 
ment and Constitution, wisely dovised and designed, well the Militia wore not all come in, and we had lite or no 
established, and sottled, we shall always be but a rope of powder to bogin our operation by a regular eammonade and 
sund ? Heat well done, invincible. I need not repeat bombardment, that a bold and resolute assault apon the 
what I said to you of the worthlessness and futility of all toops in J3osfon, with such men as we had, (lor it could 
paper currency, without such a general, well established, not luke many men to guard our own lines, at a time when 
and independent Government. the enemy were attacked in all quarters,) might be crown 
+ Your field of business is immense, and absolutely bound- ed with success; and, therefore, secing no certain prospect 
less ; but industry, courage, application, and perseverance, of a supply of powder on the ono hand, and a certain dis« 
will surmount every thing ; some relaxation and exorcise is solution of the ice on tho othor, I enlled tho General Ofti« 
absolutely necossary to mantain health and spirit; but sloth ors together for their opinion, agreeably to the resolve of 
and dissipation, and turning off businoss to others, and pro- Congress, of the 22d December. ho result will appear 
erastiuation, if they gain any admission, will be our intalli in the enclosed Council of War ; aud. being almost unani- 

fo rain, 1 know you will not indulge to tham, and I hope —nious, 1 mastsuppose to bo right, although, from a thorough 
pone others of your number, Solomon never uttered a conviction of the necessity of attempting somothing against 
‘truer maxim than when he said “ Confidence in un unfaith- tho Ministerial troops, before aveinforeement should arrive, 
fal man, in time of trouble, is like a broken tooth, and a foot and while wo were favoured with the ice, I was not only 
out of joint.” rondy, but willing and desirous of making tho assault, under 
, ‘wo things I beg leave to hint: the one is, that it sorms a firm hope, if tho men would havo stood by me, of 0 
to us here that when Congress, by thoit Into rosolva, ar favournblo issue, notwithstanding tho enemy's ndvantuge of 
dered an apres fromm our Admiralty Courts to thoir honour- ground, artillery, &e. Perhaps the irksomeness of my 


GENERAL WASHINGTON 'TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 


@ able body, they did not well consider how dissonant such situation may havo givon different idens to mo, than those 


aumodo of trial is from the genius of the times, to wit, by which influenced tho gontlemen I consulted, and might 
gry; nor how much it is open to the oxception which was have inclinad mo to put more to the hazard: than was con« 
to the Stamp Act, of its exposing and making one of sistent with prudonca. If it had, [ am not sensible of it, 
‘te! parties liable to bo carried for a trial to any remote as 1 endeavoured to give it all the consideration that a mate 
‘squatter or part of the Continont, at the will of n Crown ter of such importance roquired. 
officer. Would it not havo beon moro expediont and con- —"L'yuo it is, and { cannot help acknowledging, that F have 
stitutional to have ordered the appeal to have been to the many disagrocnbla sensations on account of my situation; 
Superior Court of the Colony in which the first trial was for, to have tha eyes of the whole Continent fixed, with 
had? Begides, it scoms to bear hard on the maxim, “That anxious expectation of hearing of some great event, and to 
ithe Legislative and Executive ought always to be distinct bo restrained in every military operation for want of the 
sind diverse? necessary means of carrying it on, is notyyery pleasing; 
Secondly, I hope, sir, you will by no means forget to especially as the means used to conceal knese; fron 
endeavour that there be the most peremptory and absolute the enemy, conceals it also from our fi Hid adds to 
order and iffjiinetion on all the Generals and officers of tho their wonder. I do not utter this by way of complaint. 
American Avmy, Wit quarters for the army, or any part of ©] am sensible that all that the Congress could,lo, they have 
them, emi ho case, be impressed, but by the interven- done; and I should fee] most powerfully tho weight of con- 
ttion of ie | magistrate, or direction of the Legislature of scious ingratitude, were T not to acknowledge this; but as 
theGolony, ‘They have again (I supposo through the we have accounts of the arrival of powder in Captain Ma- 
yokentment pnd pique of Parte, tho Assistant Quartarmas- son, L would beg to have it sent on in the most expeditions 
ter) quartered, a company on Major Zhompson, against his manner, otherwise we not only loso all chance of tho beng« 
will, * Oor Assembly is so much on tho wing, and the ac- fits resulting from tho season, but of tho Militia, whieh are 
tive mambets so generally gono, that it is impossible to brought in at a most enormons expense, upon a presump> 
make any proper remonstrance theroof to the Genera}, tion that we should, long ere this, have been ansply supplied 
11 is not aasy to imagine whut a handle such conduct as with powder under the contracts entered into with (he Come 
thia gives to the Tories, and how much they rojoice to be mittee of Congress. ‘I'he Militia, contvary to an oxpross 
able to take sueh exceptions; bosides, it is downright and requisition, are come, and coming in, without ammuniticnys 
intolerably wrong. It is much more necessary that Con- to supply them alone with twenty-four rounds, which is Jess 
gress should make some express order and regulation for by three-fifths than the Rogulars aro served with, will take 
‘heir forees in overy part, touching their behaviour in this between fifty and sixty barrels of powder ; and ta coniplete 












11938 


the other troops, to the like quantity, will take near as much 
more, and leave in stare not more than about sixty barrels, 
besides a few rounds of cannon-cuitridges, ready filled, for 
use, "his, sir, Congress may be assured is a true state of 
powder, and will, I hope, bear some testimony of my in- 
capacity for action in such a way as may do any essential 
service. 

February 21.—When { bogan this letter, T proposed to 
hava sent it by express, but recollecting that all my late 
letters have been as expressive of ny want of powder and 
armsas [ could paint them, and that Mr. Llooper was to 
set off in aday or tivo, I thought it unnecessary to run the 
Continent to the expense of an express, merely to repeat 
what I had so often done bofore, when I am certain that Con- 
gress, knowing our necessities, will delay no time, that can 
possibly be avoided, in supplying them, My duty is offer- 
ed to Congress, and, with great respect and esteem, I have 
the honour to be, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

George Wastuineron. 


P.S. Hearingyof the arrival of a small parcel of pow- 
der in Connecticut, 1 have been able to obtain three thou. 
sand weight of it, which is in addition to the sixty barrels 
before mentioned, ‘ G. W. 


Ata Council of Gencral Officers, held at [ead-Quar- 
ters, in Cambridge, Febuary 16, 1776, Present: Lis 
Excellency General [Vashington ; Major-Geneials: /Pard, 
Pinan ; Brigadior-Generals: Thomas, Meath, Spencer, 
Sullivan, Gates. 

His Excollenoy, tho Commander-in-chief, informed tho 
Council, that in consequence of tho Resolutions of two 
Councils of War, held at this placo, on the £6th and 18th 
ultimo, he had applied to this Government, Connecticut, 
and New Llamperre, for tho Regiments then voted. That 
those Regiments were come, and coming in, and if com- 
plete, would amount, (ofticers included,) to seven thousand 


two hundred and cighty men, ‘Chat the Regiments of the ~*~ 


United Colonies, at these encampments, by Saturday's re- 
turn, amounted to sight thousand seven hundred and nine- 
ty-seven men fit for duty, besides officers, and one thousand 
four hundred and five men on command, which might be 
ordered to join their respective Regiments immodiately. 
‘That our stock of powder was so small as to afford but 
little aid fram cannon and mortars; and, therefore, that 
small-arms must be our prittcipal reliance in any event, till 
a supply could be obtained. ‘That in the state Boston 
harbour has been all this year, and now is, a bombardment 
might probably destroy the town, without doing much da- 
mago to the Ministerial oops within it, a3 there were trans- 
parts, wooded and watered, with a view, more than proba- 
ble, to fakoxthem in upon any sudden emergency, conse- 
quently, that might not produce the desived effect, if those 
transports were sullicient for the embarkation of the Army, 
That from the best intelligence which had been procured, 
the strength of the Army in Boston did not much exceed 
five thousand mon, fit for daty, That considerable rein- 
forcemants were expected, and, when arrived, they would 
undoubtedly endeavour to penetrate into the country, if 
their strength should bo sufficient, or remove to some other 
pat of the-Continent, if not; and, thereby, greatly harass 
avid fatigue our troops, by constant marohing and counter- 
marching, foryyhich, in the present situation of affairs, thoy 
neither wore} ng could be provided. .'Therofore, that a 
stroke, well bind, at this aritical juncture, might put a final 
end to the war, and restore peace and tranquillity, so much 
to be wishedfor. bs 
» Bomthese fensons, and under these circumstances, and 
as part of. Gumbridge ond Reebury Bays were so frozen 
as to admit'lin ensier entry into the town of Boston than 
could: be obtained, either by water or through the lines on 
the Nec, the General desired to know the sentiments of 
the Geporgl, Oflicers respecting a general assault upon the 
town. 4 
‘Lhe question being put, and their opinion demanded, 

| Resolved; That an assault on the town of Boston, in the 
present circumstances of the Continental Army, is, for the 
fallowing reasons, judged improper: Because, it is the opi- 
nion of this Council, that the King’s forces in Boston, com- 
prehending new-raised corps,and armed Tories, amount to 


a much larger number than five thousand, furnished with In Magazine on Finter-Hlill,  -.: 
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artillery, assisted by‘ fleet, und possessed of every advan- 
tage the situation of the place affords. The officers, in pro- 
portion to the number of men, are so many, that the troops 
there may be said, with propriety, to be doubly officered. 
Because our Army is at present very defective in the num! 
bers this Council declared to be sufficient for the purposes 
of offensive war; and, also, deficient in arms to the amount 
of two thousand stand. The Militin ordered and expeot- 
ed to be here, by the first of the month, are not more than 
half arrived, so that to assault the town of Boston, guard the 
works and stores, there remain only twelve thousand six 
hundred men, Militia, commissioned and non-commission- 
ed ofticers included, a force not more than sufficient to defend. 
the lines and maintain the blockade. Because, it appears 
to the Couneil, by the report of a majority of the General’s 
commanding Brigades, that upon discoursing with the Field- 
Ollicers of their respective Regiments upon the subject of 
au assault, they, in general, declaed a disapprobation of the 
measure, as exceedingly doubtul. Because, if an assault 
should be found practicable and expedient at any time, it 
was declared highly necessary, that iCshould, for some days, 
be preceded by & caunonade and bombardment. 

His Excellency the Commanier-in-chief, then required 
the opinion of the Council, whether it would be advisable 
to begin a cannonade and bombardment, with the present 
stock of powder? 

Resolved, That a cannonade and bombardment will be 
oxpediont and advisable, as soon as thera shall be a proper 
supply of powder, and wot before; and that, in the moan 
time, pleparations should be made to inke possession of 
Worchester-Lill, with a view of drawing out the enemy, 
and of Noddle’s Island, if the situation of the water, and 
other citcumstances will adinit of it. 


‘ 


A Return of the Cartridges for Cannon in possession of 
the Regiment of Artillery, ‘ 
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In Magazine at Prospect-Hill, - ~ + ~ ~ 48,800 

At Captain Crafis,-" = = - ~ oe es 8,108 

JuiStoreps! ese he oa Re ee 8,484 
136,520 


Errors excepted. : 
Eset Cuccver, Com, Artillery. 
Cambridgo, Fobrunry 8, 1776, 
N. B. The abovo is exclusive of what may he at Row- 
bury. 
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Return of Ammamition delivered from Januany 28d to 
Fusrvany 17th, 1776. 
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Colonel Bondy ..00 eee] 3185] 1] .) = | 200717] 2] - 
Colonel Phinny, 1| .] . | 200/17} 2)- 
Colone! Thompaon,. 1) 40) -] « | 17) 2 | 260 
Colonol Pattoraon 1] -] «| 900)17 72] - 
Colonel Varnumy.wu] + Li .}] - | 200/17) 2] - 
Colonel Nixonyuscee sre = 1] -} - [| 200 }17]2] ~ 
Colonol Surgontyocevee 5972 | 2] - f - | 20] AV} 2A] - 
Colone) Hitchooals.....]  » 1; .] -|200)17)2] . 
Colonel Rocd, 18th Reg] - 1] -7 - {200/17 72]. 
Colonal Arnotd,. : 1; .-} .} 200/17 /2) . 
Colonol Sturl,. * Ly .f - | 200; 17 }2) . 
Colonel Poor, . 1} +] - | 200; 17)2]. 
Colonol Parsons, ° 1, | se ~ | 200) 17] 2]. 
Colonol Huntington : Vi] .] «7 R00; 17 pal]. 
Colonol Webby. - t] .] . | 200; 57/2]. 
Colonel Willis,. a Lh. ~ | 200717} 2) . 
folonal Tonenad . J} -] -|200)i7] 2] . 
Colonal Ward,. ° 1] .] - |] a0] 17/9]. 
Colonpl Smith,.. 000}; -f «f -] - del. 
Colonol Douglass) + | 4 [450] 450} - ]) 7]. 
Colonal Proscott,. . 1]. ] - | 200,37; 2]. 
Calonol Littls,..... a es foe} - | M0) 17} 2) . 
Colonel Robinson...) 6,615] . |. hae ofe] . 
Six Militin Captarg,,..f  . ~{M7g99] -f - ]- 
1g] 99 | Sa | 7ay |to50/374 fat 





Powder in Magozino at Itovbury, ~ « 824 barrels, 
Do, -do. Wineer-Lill, ~~ 110e 


: 143 barrols. 
Enrors oxcoptod. 
? Burxmn Crnuven, Com, Artillery. 
2 mbstdga, Fabruaty 18, 1776, 

. N.B. Chave on band soventeon barrels powder, about 
‘threo hundied and fifty horns, (half pound powder in cach,) 
and nine thousand musket-cartridges, of sorts. 
: Evcxren Cuncver, Com. Artillery. 


| , ® 
fl 
: ws ¥ COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEL. 
Ata CStnmitteo held for Surry County, at Mr. Francis 
Moreland’s, on Monday, the 19th February, 1776, 
Ordered, {Chat no parson, or persons, remoye from any 
landing in this County any commodity, of any kind what- 
koever, withdtt first obtaining a permit, signed 
: the membel§ of this Committee, for romoving the same ; 
ay that the Clerk of this Committee do transmit a copy 
?> of.th = Order to Mr. Purdie, to bo published in his paper. 
gi Joun Wusson, Clerk. 
a 
CHARLES CARKOLL TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY, 
. Mount.(lnro, Fabrnary 29, 1776. 
Geyrorsen: I had this morning some conversation with 
Doctor Meesenthall, and enclosod f send you what ho wrote 
no in consequence of it. I do not recollect that wo have 
ny power, on removal of the troops; to inerense his sa- 


lay. a? 


ed + 
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The diugs are, he tells me, valued at ono hundred and 
fifty pounds, currency, on the fist cost. 

I mentioned to him that, as he night bave occasion for 
somo assistants, and there were many young gentlemen 
that offered themselves, wa expected he would examine 
them, and pitch on such as he thought best qualified, which 
ho agreed to do. I think, therefore, that it may not be 
impropor to send him the names of such as stand on the list. 
Ag we have some men in Anaapolis that wore taken by Col- 
onel Smallwood and Captain Zhomas, lor the Annapolis 
Artillery Company, J thought it would bo necessary they 
should havo some officer of that company to overlook 
them, and spoke to Captain Lud/ford to go to Annapolis, 
ag soon as he possibly could, or to send his Second Lieu« 
tenant, Mr. Massendaugh. As it was not conveniont for 
Captain Fullford to go immediately, ho told me he would 
send that gentloman, 

Mr, Harrison has sinco been with me, and fiom him I 
understand that tho gentlemen of tho Committee of Balti- 
more town find that gontleman very necgssary to them in 
erecting their fortification, and would be extremely glad his 
attendance at Annapolis could be for somo timo dispensed 
with. 1 know of no expedient we can fall upon to spare 
him to them for any time, bat by ditectly appointing the 
Third Lieutenant for the Annapolis Company, as some 
ofticer will certainly be wanting to take care of the men 
now in tho city. Pray let me know your dotermination on 
this head, and [ will immediately acquaint the gentlamen 
with it. {have consented that Mr. Massenbaugh should 
may at Baltimore town till E hear fiom you. 

am, most respect{ully, gentlemen, your obedient, hum 


ble servant, Crannns Cannone 
To the Honourable Council of Safoty. 


QUEEN ANNI’S COUNTY COMMITTED TO MARYLAND COUNCIL 
OF SATENY. 
In Committoo of Gorrospondonso, Queon Anno's County, 
Wobruuy 10, L276, { 

May rr yrnasn youn Lfonouns; The Minute-Compa- 
ny of this County, consisting of eighty men, marched the 
3d instant; and by letters from Captain Kent, the com- 
mander, dated Skow-Liill, Mebruary 9, 1776, is the fol- 
lowing: I was always flattered that our orders and ammus 
nition wore lodged here, butefind there is neithor, Tho 
Convention have so managed matters ag todistress me ox- 
ecedingly, We find thei is no provision made for camp 
equipago, such as cooking utensils, &o.; that no person 
is authorized to pay the mon their wages, nor any provi+ 
sion made for getting back when relieved, which the Cows 
vention recommended to be at the ond af eight weeks after 
our encampmont, not considering that these mon enrolled 
only Ull the first day of Marek, I believe a request ot 
yecommeandation from tho Convention, to stay eight weoka, 
would bo agreeable, provided propor necommodations wero, 
procured; but whou ordered to stay six weoks longer qhan 
they enrolled for, is looked upon as a stretch of power, and 
taking from us what we are contending for—liberty, It is 
reckoned to be from ono hundred to one hundred and ten 
miles fiom Lfanson’s to this place ; and, we aro, told, it is 
about eighty miles farther to Northampton Court-[ouse, 
near which, it is imagined, we shall encamp. 1 have seen 
Mr, Probate, our Commissary, who has nothing to do fox 
us, only to procme the provisions agreeable, bill of fare 
inade out for the tioops by the Congress or Convention ; 
eutensils for cooking, &c., we must send, or go without. 


by three of ‘This expense will be too heavy for ine, ag] eXpect one 


hundred pounds will not carry us down ; many of the poor 
young men aro barefooted, and I am obliged to advance 
the money, or leave then behind. | have, also, paid five 
or six pounds for repairs to our fire-locks, such as were ab« 
solutely necessary. 

Wo hopo the necosaary steps will bo taketi to reliave 
our brave countrymen fiom their diflicultios, and ag speedi+ 
ly, too, ag it can possibly be done, 

Wo are, your obedient, humble servants, 

Tuomas Wrenn, 
. Tunsurr Wrient,, 
Sovonon Waren, ; 


To the Ionourdble the Council of Safety of Morylagigtt: i 
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PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL LEX, 
Philadolphia, Fobruary 19, 1776, 

Sra: 1 have the honour to enclose you sundry resolu- 
tions of Congress, by which you will perceive it is the de- 
sire of Congress that you should repair to Canada and 
take upon you the command of the Army of the United 
Colones in that Province. 

T need not mention the importance of the trust reposed 
in you, and the happy effects it will have in securing the 
liberty of America, If you should be so fortunate as to 
drive our enetnies—the enemies of liberty and the rights 
of mankind, out of it, I heartily pray that the Disposer of 
ane may grant you success equal to your merits and 
zeal, 

As you will want battering cannon, which are hot to be 
had in that Province, you are to apply to the Convention, 
or Committee of Safety of New-York, to whom, by this 
opportunity, I send the recommendation of Congress to 
supply you with twelve, such ag you shall judge most suit- 
able, and some rvortars, if they have or can procure them, 
with balls, shells and other necessaries, and also to assist 
you in forwarding them, 
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That the appointment of John Halsted, to be Commis- 
sary of the Army before Quebeck, be confirmed. 

‘That the officers in the Continental armies be enjoined 
to use their utmost diligence in preventing every kind of 
plunder, and that all who shall offond herein, be punished 
according to the strictest discipline. 

‘That the resolves of Congress, for encouraging Sutlers 
to attend the Army in Canada, be published, with the 
information that hosiery, shoes, coarse linens, soap, 1um, 
sugar and wine, are much wanted there. : 

‘That a few aitificers, such as armouress, smiths, carpen- 
ters, harness-makers, and wheelwights, with proper per- 
sons (o superintend them, be forthwith sent to Canada. 

Extracts from the Minutes : 

Cuanues Tuomson, Secretary. 

By order of Congress : 

Joun [ancocx, President, 


GUNERAL LEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 


New-York, Pobuary 19, 4776, 
Dean Genrnan: IL am extremely happy that there is 


Eight tons of powder are now on the way to Albany for any opening for a more comfortable establishment for poor 
the forces in Canada; and as a very considerable quantity Ped/rey than his present. He is a valuable and enpablo 
of saltpetre is sent to the mills of Mr, Miser and Mr, man, and the pittance of a simple Aid-do-campship is 
Livingston, should there be occasion for more, you will wretched for a man who has a family to support. On this 
be supplied from ‘thence. prince and in obedience to your commands, I shall send 

You will readily jyerceive the necessity of conferring with im to Hend-Quarters without delay. I must, at the snave 
General Schuyler, and, with him, consulting on the best time, confess, that the loss will bo irreparable to me, par- 
method of having necessaries conveyed to you across the ticularly if 1 am detached to Canada, of which there is 
Lakes. The Congress have a full confidence that you will the greatest pane as I havo received letters from di- 
co-oporata in securing tho possession of the Lakes, and vers members of the Congress, expressing their wishes that 
mutually assisting each other, as occasion may requie, and, 4 should be employed in that department. Messis, Grij- 
as far as in your power, give mutual aid in supporting the iv and Byrd are very good young men, but pretty much 


cause of freedom and liberty. in the predicament of your Bayler, They can ride, un- 


I expect the Deputies will, in a short time, be ready to 
proceed to Canada. 
Lam, with every sentiment of esteem, sir, your most 


obedient, humble servant, Joun Hancoox, President. 


To the Honourable Major-Goneral Lee, 


P.S. Your favour respecting the departure of the ships 
fiom New- Yar, and your conjectures as to their designs, 
is just coma,to hand, and shall be laid before Congress, 


e way _ 
In Congross, Fobruary 15, 1776, 
Resolved, Thut a Committee of three, two of whom to 
be Members of Congress, be appointed to proceed to Ca- 
nada, there to pursue such instructions as shall be given 
them by Congress. 
Tho Mombers chosen, Doctor Iranklin, Mr. S, Chase, 
and Mr, CG. Carroll, of Carrollton. 
* That eight tons of Powder be immediately sent to Ca- 
nada, for the use of the forces there. 
Fobrunry 17, 1776, 


Resolved, That Major-General Zee be directed imme- 


derstand, aud deliver verbal orders; but you might as well 
set them to the task of translating an Arabick or Irish 
manuscript, as expect that they should, in half'a day, cop} 
a half sheet of orders, However, { must bustle through 
the difficulties and not keep Palfi cy out of the channel of 
a better provision. If 1 go to Canada, I suppose I shall 
be allowed Secietarics, one Lreneh and one English, 1 
do not see how it is possible to manage matters with less. 
Appropos; my dear General, if this is to be my province, 
shal you take jt ill if T apply for one, of my two Briga- 
diers, cither Greene or Sullivan? It is a plensure to have 
some oflicer about Us in whom we can place confidence. | 

The ships-of-war which were here have been frightened 
away. Tho Asia lics between Nutter’s and Bedloc’s Is- 
land ; the Dutchess of Gordon, with his Excellency Go- 
vernour Lryon, is under her stern; tho PAente is stationed 
alengue below the Narrows; the Mercury and General 
Clinton must inevitably fall into the hands of our fleet, un- 
less they are fast asleop. We have taken strong hold of 
Hell-gute, so that the passage betwixt Long-Island and 
the continent is absolutely blocked up to the enemy. 

T wait for some more force, to prepare a post or retrenched 


diately to repnir to Canada and take upon him the com- encampment on Long-Jsland, opposite to the city, for three 
mand of the Army of the United Colonies in that Pro- thousand men, This is, I think, a capital object 3 for should 
Vinge, tho enemy take possession of New-York when gLong-Is- 

Phat Major-General Schuyler be directed to repair, as land is in our hands, they will find it almost, fApossible to 
soon as his health will pérmit, to New-Yorle, and take the subsist. The Jerseys ave too well manned, and Connecti- 
command of the forces, and conduct the military opera- cut, we know, will not furnish them with any thiig, What 
tions ‘there, and*that the President inform him, by express, to do with the city, I own, puzzles me; it ts 86 encircled 
of this arrangement, and tho reasons that led to it, with deep, navigable water, that whoever commands thé 


That it be recommended to the Convention or Commit- sea must command the town. To-tmorrow Ivghall’ ie to 
; Vent its 






tee of at New- Yori, to supply General Lee with * dismantle that part of the fort next the town 12 
a qual suitable cannon, not exceeding twelve, and being converted into a citadel, I shall barel'the minci- 
sohe o ortars, if to be had, with balls, shells and pal streets, and at least if ] cannot make it a Continental 


ities, foy the siege or assault of Quedeck, and garrison, it shall be a disputable field of battle. 

that they assist him in forwarding the same, with all possi- Enclosed I send you a return of tho good and indifferent, 
ble expedition, pieces of cannon, ‘The number of the bad, (those I mean 

That the Regiment of Canadians, the raising of which totally unGit for service,) are, I believe, about sixty,’ As 

js mentionéd in Brigadier-Ganeral Arnold’s letter of the no Commissary of Stores has been appointed until this jax 

12th January last, to have been set on foot by him, receive — stang, it is impossible to give you a return of the otheystdres 
af 


otiier nece 


® 


the same pay and be subject to the same regulations as the by this post, but you shall have it by tho.nextaggord 
other forces employed in Canada, and be accounted part Stirling is a great acquisition. [He is a most ‘zdalola,-Acn 
of the Rariter designed to be raiged for that service. tive and accurate officer. Tag 
That the appointment of Captain Rensselaer, to be De- A captaia of a ship from Cadiz, who is avety Tntellt- 
puty Mustermaster-General of the forces in Canada, be gent person, tells us that Lord Elowe and Captain’ Barring 


confirmed: ion, or Admiral Barrington are appointed Commissioners 
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fo propose tems to the Congress: this he had from the 
Consul Hardy, What danm’d fouls the Ministors are? 

[low doos your recruiting go on for the standing Arny ? 
Be so good as to tell Gates, to whom 1 shall write by the 
next post, that Mr. Nowrse enclosed no letters for him. 

If Fittle Eustace is not provided for in your Anny, and I 
should go to Canada, I think be had better bo sent to me, 
and I will consign him to his uncle. ; 

Lam got quit of my gout and fover, but remain extreme- 
ly woak and tender. God preserve you, my dear General, 
from all disorders, at least vatil we have trampled Satan 
under our feet, 

My love to Mrs: Washington and all the ladies. 

Adieu, Yours, most faithfully, Caines Den! 


LORD STIRLING 10 PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 
(Rend Vebranry 22, 1776.] 
7 Now-York, Fobruary 19, 1776. 

+ Sim: On the 4th instant 1 informed you of my having 
reecived General Lee’s orlers to mareb with my regiment 
to this place, J accordingly marched the noxt morning, 
with four companies, from Elizabethtown, and arrived hero 
the noxt day, as soon as the ice permitted us to cross Lnd~ 
son’s River; the other four companies followed the next 
day, from Amboy and Brunswick. 

our most agreeable letter, of the Qd instant, I received 
on the 9th instant, enclosing the resolve of Congross of tho 
QIh of January, which gives me more real pleasure and 
satisfaction than any incidont J over met with, 

1 naw sond you enclosod copies of the measures 1 immo- 
diately took to carry into execution the orders of Congress 
relative to the ship Bluc- Mountain. Valley, aud of Mat 
Blanchard’s letter to me, in answer to the one { wrote him, 
by which the Congress will sce the present situation of 
that ship. I wish they would givo full instructions to John 
De Hart, Eisq., and Mi ». John Blanchard, what to do with 
her and her cargo, as my situation here will prevent my 
paying any attention to her. 

Whon I arrived at this place, I expected to havo found 
a Continental Commissary of Provisions, who would havo 
provided my regiment with provisions, but there being no 
such officer here, with General Lee’s approbation, I di- 
rected my Quartermaster to furnish the regiment with pro- 
visions, a3 nearly as possible agreeable to the ration fixed 
by Congress, and to do it with all the economy possible ; 
he has hitherto purchased provisions with his own money, 
and such as he could borrow; but as that resource must 
soon fail, [ must beg the Congress will, a3 soon as possible, 
give the necassury directions relative to this point. I have 
wrote Golone) Lowrey on this head, and have informed 
him of our situation, that ho may tako tho necossary steps 
to relieve us, in cuso ho is empowored hy Congross. 

, *Thave the honour to bo, your most humble servant, 
4 Swmuiina, 
To the Honourable John Iancock. 


Monday Evening. —The Asia vemains in the Bay, about 

two miles below the town, with tho Dutchess, &c. ‘Che 

wb honte, it, is said, lies between the Narrows and Sandy- 
Hook ; ind east. 






; 7 Now-York, Folnuary 9, 1776. 

Sint It gives mo great pleasure and satisfetion to have 
it in ony power to transmit to you a resolve of the Conti- 
nental Congress, which does so much justice to the gen- 
tlemon of Egzabethiown, who assisted’ me in taking the® 
ship Bluc-Mountain- Valley, and, consequently, to the Com- 

ittee of that town, who encouraged and directed that re- 
: mpemant tho resolve, of which the enclosed is a capy, 
daived this evening. 

In ind orders to Mr, Blanchard, conformable to tho 
directions L have received from tho Congress, which, have 
not the feast doubt, will bo faithfully carried into execution. 

I now, also, send to Brigndior-General Livingston a sopy 
of sonia further directions 1 have reecivad from the Con« 
gross, which he will conmunieate to you, which, 1 doubt 
not, your Committee will give him their bost assistance, if 
necessary, to carry punetually into execution, 

-T tke this opportunity of requesting of you, Sit, to give 
my best ;thanks to the Committee of Bllsabedhtbuns for 
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their readiness, at all times, to assist mo iv carrying on the 
service under my direction, while I wag at that place, and 
to the inbabitants in general, for the many instances ‘of 
confidence and friendship £ have received from them. 
Lbave the honour to be, sit, your most humble servant. 


Robert Ogden, Usq. ‘Srmuna, 
Now-York, February 9, 1776, 

My nxar Sm: I now sond you, enclosed, a copy of a 
letter I this morning reecived from Mr. Haneoel, and, 
also, a copy of the resolves therein mentioned, 1 here- 
with send directions ta Mr. Join Blanchard, to make sale 
of the perishable commodities on board of the ship Blue- 
Mountain- alley, for the use of the Congress, until further 
orders from thom, I have directed Mr. Blanchard to con~ 
sult with yourself and Mr. John De Tart, in carrying both 
tho resolves aud letters strictly into exeention, I must beg 
the favour of you and Mr, De Ilart to give him your 
best advice and assistance for that purpose. Bo pleased to 
communicate to Captain Dempster that part of tho letter 
which rejutes to him. And as the crowd of business here 
prevents my sending Mr, Blanchard copies of the resolves 
and Jetter, {must beg the favour of you to furnish him 
with copies of thern, 

General Lee recovers his health fast. I have been 
abroad some hours with him this day. Lis vigilance and 
judgment, I hope, will put all right hore. 

Lam, with great aftcotion and esteem, yours, &e, 

Swinviva. 
Yo Brigadier-Genoral Livingston, 


Now-York, Fobruury 9, 1776, 


Dean Sims T now sond to Brigadiar-Gonoral Living. 
ston tho ordets of Congress relative to tho ship Dlue- 
Mountain- Pulley, which he will communicate to you, and 
furnish copies of. I imust desiro you will take the whole 
muttors of that ship and cargo, stores and adventures, into 
your managemont, and carry the orders and directions of 
Congress relative to them, strictly into execution; and in 
80 doing, 1 must desiro you will consult with, and take the 
advice of General Livingston and John De Uart, Esquire. 
Be pleased to order the enclosed letters to be deliveran 

Tan, you friend and most humble servant, 


Sainnina, 
To John Blanchard, Esq, ” 


ane 
e 


Miz vhothtown, February 16, 1776, 

Dean Sim: [received your favour of (ho 9th, and should 
have answered it before this, but have boen tho niost of 
ny time from home, [have aequaintéd you I cannot pos 
sibly undortake the charge of the wholo matters of tho ship 
Bluo-Mountain- Valley, 8 there is a number of our milida 
think thomselves concerned in tho prize, and soma of thom 
are vary clamorous, and somo others, (who do not choose ,t 
show thomselves,) to sot then on, will mnko it too isthe 
greeable for mo; but, whenover any thing is sold, I will, if 
in my powor, attend and talte nn account, which I will ne 
quaint your Lordship of from timo to time, and will givo 
you an account of ovory thing that has come out of the 
ship, which has como to my knowledge. ‘The potatoes 
ave all votten, and will not turn ot any dhing at all Wo 
are now raising men to go to Staten-Island, os we ie 
there is two or thiee vessels off the Looky a 

Tam, sir, your most humble servant, BEE ag Ee 

Joun Buayouann, 
To tho Right Honourable the Earl of Stérting ats 
4 ad 

Now-York, February 19, 1776,” 

Dear Sm: J informed you somo days ago of my being 
hero with my regiment, by orders [reeeived from General 
Lee ; and that F found neither Commissary nor Paymaster 
at this place, and that 1 had, therefore, ordoréd my Quary 
termaster to provide provisions for my regiment, as nearly 
ag possible agreeable to the ration allowed by Congresa, 
The Quartermaster has accordingly hitherto praviglad the 
regiment, by purchasing, provisions with his own thonoy ; 
but as that is all expended, I am afraid wo shall, Hed oh 
thrown into very great confusion on that account, Anduitet, 
therefore, desire you will immediately farnish Mi, lo 

t Bd 


‘ 
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with a suni of money sufficient to pay off what he has 
already expended; and, also, suflicient to lay in a stock of 
provision for the future use of the regiment while it can be 
had in plenty, for the supply of this place is not as it used 
to be, and, therefore, if you can send a supply of both beef 
and pork, barrelled, it would be very proper. My, Llalsted 
should, also, be supplied with money to pay for the haver- 
sacks, knapsacks, canteens, camp-kettles, cross-belts, toma- 
hawks, and axes, ordered by Congress. As all these mat~ 
tera are now at a stand for want of tho moncy, as osna- 
burghs is tq be got, I have ordered the Quartermaster to 
provide beds for the whole regiment, in order to return 
those we have borrowed and brought away from the bar- 
racks in New-Jersey. I wish the Congress may continue 
the providing of my regiment, in your hands, both with 
provisions aud pay, and all the small articles allowed, ov I 
much fear there will be confusion. 1 hope you will take 
care to have the monoy ready here for the next month’s 
pay by the first of March, as the men ave still in great want 
of necessaries, and are in a place that is very expensive, 
and, consequently, they will be clamorous for it. 

Lam, your most humble servant, 


To Colonel Lowrey. 


Srnuine. 


MAJOR ROGERS TO NEW-YORK CONGItESs. 
Now-York, February 19, 1776, 
Sm: Business of a privato nature, and such only as re- 
spects myself and creditors, renders my attendance on 
board the Dutchess of Gordon indispensably necessary. 
As [am soliciting grants for several tracts of Jantd, within 
this Province, 1 shall be obliged, frequently, to attend the 
Governour and Council, to facilitate thoso grants, I shall 
be gréauly obliged to you, if you will be so obliging as to 
mention these matters to the gentlemen of the Congress, 
in order that I may obtain a permit to go on board the Go- 
vernour’s ship, at any time when my business may require 
my attendance, 
Iam, sir, your very humble servant, 
Rorenwr Rocuns. 
To Colonal Woodward, President of the Honourable Pro- 
vincial Congress for the Province of New- Yort. 


” 


ve the Honourable Provincial Congress of New-Yonx. 


The Petition of Winuiam and Tuomas Cook, of Ovsrur- 
Bay, in Queen’s County, humbly showeth : 

That we, your petitioners, are inhabitants of said Coun- 
ty; and that at the last election of Deputies, for the Pro- 
vincial Congress, we opposed the electing of Deputies for 
said County, since which we are convinced of our error, 
and think it was absolutely necessary that there should bo 
a representation of said County in Provincial Congress, 
and that your petitioners did not opposo the choice of said 
Deputies, from any desire or inclination of injuring this 
country, but was owing entirely to error in judgment; and 
that your petitioners are ready to obey all orders and re- 
gommendations of the Continental and Provincial Con- 
gress. Your potitioners, therefore, desive, that your hon- 
ourable body will take our case into consideration, and 
grant us such relief, ia the prosent case, as to you shall 


seem meet. Wintiam Cock, 
Tuomss Cock, 


New-York, Fobruary 19, 1776. 


ie ‘ss Now-York, Fobruary 19, 1776, 


Wednésday last, February 14th, his Excellency, our Go- 
strat ip to appoint Whitehead Hicies, Esq., 
Wc 


one df the 


ges of the Supreme Court of this Province. 


. “Mr, Hicks having, at tho same time, surrendered the 
offide of Mayor of this city, his Excellency was pleased to 
Appoitit Dayid Matthews, Esq., to that office; and last 

‘ @ Bvtday they were both qualified to act in their respective 
stations, * 








i nia ee 
Bik Bitn honoured with your favour of L4th instant, 
enclosing the copy of General Lee's letter of the 17th, I 
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am exceedingly happy at the mensures adopted ‘if the city 
of New-York: since General Lee’s arrival, The dufonec- 
Jess stnte of that place, which lef Hudson's River (ot af 
considerable way up much exposed to insults fiom the éne-" 
my, bad given me great pain, especially as the city of New- 
York contains so many Malignants. 

The measure of appointing a Regimental Paymaster; - 
which you have adopted, will be attended with vast’ Kene-~ 
fit to the serviec. 1 mentioned it to Lieutenant-Cdlonel 
Buel when here, and J intend that every regiment in this 
quarter shall have one, 

Tho Jersey and Pennsylvania troops, that are on theis 
way to Canada, were so vastly deficient in arms and ac~ 
coutrements, that they have already deprived me of many 
intended for Colonel Burrell’s corps; 1 hope, nevertheless, 
to be able to furnish those | promised, as J have persons 
employed in purchasing others. 

Captain Baldwin has just arrived from Canada; all 
was well there ejght days ago, 

‘The Paymaster-General informs me he cannot complete 
the rolls of some of the troops raised in Connecticut, as 
no account has been given of the men discharged by Ge- 
neval Wooster, To remedy this, [ havo requested him to 
make an estimate of what is still due, and that 1 would 
give him directions to pay it to the gentlemen of your ta- 
ble, to pay off the men, and to render the accounts and 
pay-rolls to him, that [ may give warrants on them for 
his vouchers, Colonel Mott and Captain Starr, wore, by 
mistake, paid a dollar a week for billeting, which was the 
allowance this Colony made. Congress has not made an 
allowance for that service; but, as it was ieasonable it 
should be paid, L determined to pay the Colonial allow- 
ance, and leave it to the Colonies to charge or give credit 
for the difference, as the case may be, when Congress shall 
have determined the allowance. You will bo pleased to 
signify this to the Pay-’Pable, that they may govern (hem~ 
selves accordingly, and call upon Colonel Mort for the dif. 
feronce. ' 

I am, with great respect and esteem, your Honour’s 
most obedient, humble servant, Puna Scnuyizn. 


To the Honourablo Govornour Trumbull. 


P. MOREAU TO GENERAL WASTLINGTON> 
Providenao, Fobiuary 19, 1776, 

My Geveran: Ttake the liberty to write to you, to ace 
quaint_you that [am charged with a letter for you from 
Mr, De Sanierre, Captain of Grenadiers, now at Cape 
Erangois, in the Island of Sdn-Domingo, by which you 
will sce his intention concorning these Colonies. I have 
sent this letter to Goveinour Cooke, who promised to send 
it to you immediately. I am much afraid that ho has not 
explained his sense in these Jetters. I have determined to 
remark in mine, that ho has made no montion of the quan- 
tity of powder which he males account to send; but here 
is what he told me on this subject: 

If in case you accept of his offer of services to come here, 
and that you will have tho complaisance to write to him, 
before recaipt of your letter, he intended writing to F’rance, 
to haye twenty thousand weight of powder: eight days be- 
fore my departuie, he had sent for ten thousand pounds, 
which will probably arrive within a month or six weeks 
from this time. ‘ 

You cannot, sir, be acquainted with this gentleman, who 
must be very useful in this country, fiom his knowledge in 
war. He has served, with great credit, twenty,foysyears, 

“in France; he has acquired the Cross of Sf as; he 
does not wish {o come to this country to make a fortune, 
for ho enjoys an ample one in France, of one hundred and 
fifty thousand livres, close to the water : his intention is té 
gain honour, This, sir, is his aim, which will probably fix 
him for the rest of his days’ in the rank of offe of your 
citizens, if his lif is not sacrificed in your service, 

T have the honour to be, &c., P, Moray, 


To General Washington, be 


’ 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL RULLIVANs 
Cambridge, Fobrunry 19, 1776. 
DeanSin: I am a little surprised and conversed, to 
hear of your moving to Colonel Hoynl’s house. I thought 
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you knew that I had made a point of bringing General Tice points out the expedioncy of providing for private, as well 
from thence, on account of the distance from his tine of ag publick exigencies ; but, if hoth ae not to bo done, I 
command; atleast, that he should uot sleep there. ‘Lhe should think there can be uo hesitation in the choice, og 
same ieasons holding good with respect to youself, f the Army now raised, and supported at a considerable OX» 
should bo glad if you could get soma place nearer, as I pons, enn bo of Tie use if it is not sufticient lo prevent 
think it oo hazardous to trust the left wing of our Army au enemy from disturbing the quiet of tho interior towns of 
without a General Officer upon the spot, in cases of emer- thease Governments, J am, &e. ; 

ancy. [do not wish you to return to your ald house ; ; - Gronan Wasurxoron, 
any other tolerably convoniont will satisfy me, and Lam To Governour Trundull, 
sito be plensing to youself, as F know you would nat 
easily forgive yourself if ay thing wrong should happen 
for want of your presence on any sudden call, 

T am, with great esteem, dear sir, your most obedient 

May re punase youn Exoetieney: Since the sudden 


servant, Jeonan Wasniner 

7 : ere Gaousn Wasminoron.” ag unexpected burning of tha houses upon Dorehester- 
To Brigadier-General Sullivan. Neck, J have beon repeatedly and earnestly solicited, by 
: my distressed fiends and neighbours, to make an humble 
roprosentation to your Iixcelleney, that our bebitations are 
QONERAL WASHINGTON LO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULT, oyually exposed to be destroyed by onr enemies, whenever 
Cambnidgo, Folruary 19, 1776, theiv malice shall stimulate them to make,us feel the effects 
Sin: Tam grieved to find that, instead of six or cight of the unrelenting vengeance af the “ Royal Brute of Bugs 
thougand weight of powder, which L fondly expected to dand2? Could your Excellency bave spared time to make 
reevive from Providence, payable to your letter, 1am likely us happy ina visit, and taken a view of this part of our 
to get only four thousand avo hundred and seventeen harbour, you would have been immediately sensible of the 
pounds, including tho three thousand weight belonging to ease with which an excursion may bo made from tho Crs» 
this Province, (if to be had.) My situation in respect to tle, either upon Syuansum-Neck or the Main, where, bes 
this article is really distressing ; and, while common pru- fore a sufficient force could be collected to repel them, our 
denes obliges me to keep my want of it concealed, to avoid onemies might cob us of our provision, burn our houses, 
adiscovery thereof to the enemy’, { feel tho bad effect of that murder or captivate tho inhabitants who could not osanpo, 
concealment from our friends; for, not believing our dis- and yetreat again to the Castle, in less than an hour, ag it 
tress oqual to what it really is, they withhold such small is not distant more than n league. Your Excellency would 
supplies us are in their power to give. {am so restrained also have seon two tine-of-battle-ships, ono frigate, aud 
in all my military movements, for want of these necessary about fifteen large transports, which lave been above six 
supplies, that it is impossible to undertake any thing eflee- weoks past in Nantasivet-Roadd, bosides ton or a dozen 
tual; and whilst 1 am fretting at my own disagrecablo situ- armed cruiscis which are coustantly going out in pursuit 
ation, the world, I suppose, is not bebind-hand in censuring of our privateers, or coming in with their captures, or exe 

my inactivity, A golden opportunity has been lost, per- pected transports, under their convoy. 
haps not to be regamed agatn this y ear, If our Army should tako post upon Dorchester. Neck, 
The lato freezing woather had formed some pretty strong have we not reason to apprehend the shores will bo at- 
ico from Dorchester to Boston-Neck, and trom Rowbury weked, from a spirit of revenge? Certainly, such a fleet 
to tho Common, which would have afforded a Jess dangers can onsily sparo, aud have bowls enough to Wangport, four 
ous approach to the town than through the lines, or by or five hundred men, who may (and when the irresistible 
wator. ‘The advantages of this, added to a thorough con- impulses of hunger, or thirst for blood, inspires them with 
vietion of tho importance of destroying tho Ministerial suilicient comfiage, I fear will) land and ravage along shore 
troops in Boston, before they can bo reinforced, and toa for miles, any force wo have, at present, to oppose them, 
belief that a bold and resolute assault, aided, in somo small notwithstanding, Our cireuvistances aro peeuliurly uns 
degreo, by artillery and mortars, might be crowned with happy, and in a very stiking mannor resemble the de« 
, success, | proposed the attempt, a day or two ago, to tho plorable condition of those miserable wretches who, in the 
General Ofticers, but thoy thought, and perhaps rightly, last war, inhabited our frontier settlements, where they 
that such an enterprise, in our present weak stute of men, were every moment exposed to tho incursions of a savage 
(for the Militia are not yet hall avived,) and deficiency of qnd barbarous enemy 5 with this diflevonce in (hots favour, 
powder, would be attonded with too much hazard, and, that, from carly life, they were frnilier with want, and 
therefore, that wo had better wait the arrival of tho Jast, inured to hardships: whorens, if wo should bo reduced to 
agd then to begin a bombardment in earnest, tho dreadfil nocessity of abandoning our habitations, our 
This matter is mentioned to you in confidence. Your lands must lie uncultivated, our stocks of cattle and sheep 
zeal, activity, and attachment to the cause, rondors it unne- must perish, for want of food and care, and, what will be: 
» eessary to conconl it from you, Our real stock of powdor, an aggravation of our misery, wo must fly for on asylom 
whioh, after furnishing the Militia, (unfortunately coming to our fellow-citizens, whoso houses ave already crowded 
in without, and will require upwards of fifty barrels,) and with inhabitants who hayo fled to them for refuge, and, 
completing our other troops to twenty-four rounds a man, having charitably suppoited thoir suffering brethien, aro 
“(which ave less, by one-half, than the Regulars have,) and themselves becomo poor, Suffer not, therefore, such a 
having a few ieave' of cannon-cartridges fitted for imme- misfortune to befall us, if it is in your Excellency’s powar 


JOSIAH QUINGY 0 QUNERAL WASTIINGLON, 
Baintreo, Fohruary 19,1776, 


diate"hseP ave us not more than one hundred barrels to provent it. 
~in store for tlfe grentest emergency, inclusive of the four am not only carnestly entreated, but the, prayers. and* 
thousand two hundred and seventoen pounds from Provi- tears of my most tender connoxions constrain me, to ith 
dence, (if we get it.) plore your Excellency’s immediate proteationage Where 
y ~ Thia,"iny dear rir, is melancholy, but it is a truth; and, “shall we (indeed, where can we) go for relief, but to: you, 
~ gat the same time that it may serve to convey some idea sir? The whole forco of the Continent is ‘under your 
my disagreeable feelings under a knowledge of it, will command, and at your disposal. Let us not, therefure, 
Swinea the necessity of vigorous cxertions to throw, with- plead in vain for that help which is no where else to bo 
o + ae ounce that can be procured into this camp; found, We beseech you to grant us protection before it is 
otheri¥ @ great expense of sending in tho Militia will too late, which we fear it will be, if not speodily granted. 
bo entirely sunk, without any possible goad resulting from = Wo aro informed that somo of tho new-raised troops are 
it, but anutelt evil, og they will contribute not a ule to the dostitute of barrncks, "Choro ave barracks at Syuanoun 
consumption of our ammunition, 8, 8. ‘ suflicient for four or five hundred men. Sueh’a guard, wo 
For want, perbaps, of better information, T cannot help hope, would securely defond us, espogially if a number of 
giving it as my opinion, that, ata time when our military boats were allowed them to parade in the Bay, when the 
operations are entirely ata stand, for want of powder, prin- weather will permit, as such a mancouvre would probably 
cipally, and arms, it is inconsistent with good policy to intimidate the enomy from landing, lost their retreat altouled 
hoard up town stocks of cither, Better it is to,fight an bo cut off; besides, the same hoats would bo ready, opon 
enemy ale distance than at our door, Prudenge; indeed, any sudden emergency, to transport them elsewhera. * 
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As your Excellency can have no reason to doubt the 
truth of the foregaing representation of our distressed cir- 
cunistances, we rest assured the benevolence of your dis- 
position will cause them to be duly attended to. 

‘That your Excellency’s suecoss may be equal to the 
importance of the trust reposed in you, and your fue 
fame in the annals of America equal to both, is the adent 
and unalterable wish of your Excollency’s faithful servant, 

Jostan Quincy. 


COLONEL HUNTINGTON 'TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 
Roxbury Camp, Febuary 19, 1776, 

Honounep Sin: Ifa fair occasion should present itself, 
in the course of your correspondence with aur worthy Com- 
mander-in-chief, and you should think proper to mention 
Major Chester as a Gt person to fill any sutable place that 
may be vacant in the Army, f think it will sei vo ou cause, 
and oblige the General, who js very desitous that persons 
of character and military spirit should bo nominated for 
officers, Many Sf a very difleront spirit havo, by some 
means or other, got into the Army, 

The sickness which, for three weeks past, has much pro- 
vailed in our camp, and been very mortal, is now abating. 
Every now and then, some one breaks out with the smail- 
pox, but this bas not been mortal. ‘ 

Three of our sentiies, who were taken by the onemy, in 
their Inte excursion to Dorchester-Point, were bought 
out by a flag of truce, and delivered up to us, this day, 
The others who were mado prisoners at the same time, 
tho ofticers on tho lines say, lo not choose to come outs 
but why they have permitied any to return to us, is a mat- 
ter, of speculation, 

Aevyessal, from the MWest-Indies to this Continent, has 
becn fately cast away on Cape-Cod; cargo and people 
saved, Among them is a gentleman, who says ho is a 
Prussian officer, and is lately from France ; appears to bo 
well acquainted with the history of our times; says the 
French papors are full of the American affairs, and that 
every success of ours gives them joy, 

"Cho bearer, whom | should have mentioned in the be- 
_giming of my letter, is Mr. Hooper, of Norsh-Ca alina, 
one of the Delegates of Congress, an old and paticular 
acquajplance of brother Jonathan's, a) 

t 


hit Japepian Hunrineron. 
To "Govornour Trumbull. s 


* SALEM oa TO MASSACHUSETYS COUNCIL. 
7 # % wf Conmittoo of Safety and Corraspondynce, i 


‘ Silom, February 19, 1776, 

Mav-ris puease your Honouus: The Committe of 
Safaty and Correspondence of this town beg leave to 1¢- 
present to your Lonouis, that about the 24th day of Janu- 
ary last, tho sloop Rainbow, Lemuel Perkins, mastery 
loaded with wood, was taken by one of our privatecis, 
commanded by Captain Zueker, upon a suspicion that she 
was bound to Boston, and carried into Cape-4ian. Upon 
hor arrival there, the master produced a certificate in his 
favour from the Committee of Safety of Newcastle, upon 
which, and his solemn decluation that he was bound for 
Salem, he and his vessel wore released and suffired to pro- 
ceod on his voyage, That soon after his departure from 
Cape-Ann, he was taken, as he says, by a British man-of- 
war and cariied into Boston, where his cargo of wood was 
sold, which done, he was proceeding with his vessel to the 
Eastern- Shore, but, meeting with contrary winds, he put 
into. ys baybour, and came to anchor under cover of the 
gudg.of the’ Fort. 

fe Committee having information thereof, they 
apprehended it to be their duty to make inquiry into the 
affair, in the course of which they found Captain Perkins’s 
conduct to have been attended with such ciicumstances as 
to make them think it necessary to detain his vessel, and 
to gend him to the Committee of the honourable Board, 
to be proceeded with as they shall in their wisdom think 
proper. . 

The 'Committee-have, likewise, directed Captain Benja- 
mén (Ward. to wait upon your Honours, who is one of their 
members, and who is fully acquainted with all the cireum- 
stancéd relative to this matter that have come to the know- 
ledge of this Committes. -To him, therefore, the Commit- 
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tee beg leave to refer your Honows for a more particular 
account of this affair. 
By order of the Committee: 
Joun Picxenina, Jun., Chairman pro tem, 
To the Honowable the Committee of Council. 


Ata meeting of the Committee, &e., it appeared that 
the sloop Mermaid, commanded by Lemuel Perkins, sailed 
from Damaseotta on the —— doy of January last, having 
a certificate from the Committee at that place, which ex- 
pressed his being bound to Newbwyport or Salem; that 
his lading consisted of about forty-five cords of wood, about 
ten bushels of potatoes, two bushels of turnips, and a quan- 
tity of spruce for beer ; he had on board, also, a piece of 
venison, a quarter of veal, and a goose. That in his pas- 
sage from Damascotta ho touched at Falmouth ; that on 
the 29th January, in the morning, he was seen by one of 
our privatecis, about half-way from Capc-Ann to Boston 
light-house, and nearly in that dnection, the wind being 
north, or nearly so; that the privateer put hands on board 
his sloop, and sent her to Cupe-Ane; that Perkins was 
examined by one of the Committee of that place, and sup- 
posed to be bound to Salem, and it does not appear that 
any petson there thought to the contrary at that time; that 
he turied at Cape-ann —— days, waiting for a wind suit- 
able to carry him to Salem; thut on instané,"n the 
evening, a vessel bound to Salem, Benjamin U'qle, com» 
mander, suiled fiom Cape-dan for Salem, and that before 
he sailed he told Captnin Perkins he would go through 
the most northern passage, with which he (Gale) was ac- 
quainted ; that Perkins might follow him, and hy these 
means avoid the man-of-war which lay off Marblehead ; 
that Captain Perkins Jeft Cape-aiim about half an hour 
after Captain Gale, the wind being then about northwest 
by north; that Captain Gade, afler having sailed about 
one —— of his distance, found the wind to head him, put 
about and returned to Cape-dnn ; that he (Gale) spuka 
with Perkins, and told him the wind was too uiuch abead 
to proceed ; (Perkins says he could not andeistand what 
Gale said;) that Gale went back to Cape-dan, and that 
Perkins kept on westward, and bis vessel was next morn 
ing seen by or near the man-of-war off Alarblehead, aud 
soon after to proceed to Boséon ; that on Saturday last said 
vesse] came into this harhour and there anchored, after 
having stood as far to the eastward as Cape-An; that asthe 
vessel passed the fort al the entrance of tho harbour, she was 
hailed by the guards, and proper steps talsen to i 
going out again till examined ; that soon after her being at 
auchor, she was boarded by a boat from this place and 
taken possession of; that this Committee have desc the 
commanding officer of the guards stationed here to tnke 
charge of said vessel, &c,, which le has done; that the 
above boat was commanded by the Captain of a privateer, 
which is now at Cape-Ann. 

Tho account said Perkins and his men (bein 
all) give of their going to Poston, is us Follows: 
‘That on theiy passage from Cape-Aan to Salem, they 

were boarded by a boat from the aforesaid man-of-war and 
carried to her, and that the next day an officor and five 
hands were put on boatd, who carried them to Boston ;° 
that their wood, &c., was talcen out of their vessel und dis- 
posed of by the man-of-war’s nen; and the, master, Per-" | 
laa says, that on his promising to go to the eastyndand” 
get a load of wood, and to bring the same to Boston, his 
a vessel was given him, and three dollars a cord for Injvood,” 
to enable him to procure anothe: load, and a pidinise to 
Perkins that ho should have the whole of what that load 
should scl] for; that passes from General Howe and Ads 
miral Shuddham were given him, to enable him to pass the, 
ships-of-war; that he left Boston thereupon, and arrived in, 
this harbour, as is before-mentioned, “ 





g three in 


Dantes Goorve- 

When Tucker chased Perkcins he was standing foy Boss, 
ton. * When he brought him to, he said he was, boutd<to: 
Plymouth ; then said he was thinking about putting about, 
for Salem. 


om 


Boa ir 
By Moyxyxevx Srunpuan, Bey. ReatsAdniral ‘of thé 
White, and Commandet-in-chtéf Of His Majesty's Ships’ 


t 
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and Vessels employed, and to be employed in Norvn- 
Anenioa, Ye. Ye. x 


Permit the sloop Rainbow, Lemuel Perkins, Master, 
with his crow, consisting of two hands, to pass from the 
harbour of Boston to Damaseotia, in ballast. 

Given under my hand, on board Eis Majesty’s ship 
Chatham, of Boston, 15th £ebreary, 1776. 

M. Suutpnan. 
To the respective Captains and Commanders of Tis Ma- 
jesty’s Ships and Vessels in North-America. 


‘By command of the Admiral : jipwint Buca 


Boston, Apill 25, 1776, 
Sin: Enclosed is a letter and a deposition which General 
Ward received last evening; but, as the General thinks it 
ig @ matter most properly cognizable by the civil authority, 
he tefers it to the honouable Council, 
1am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient, bum- 


Ma sorvant, Josnrpa Wann, Aid-de-camp. 
"To the Honourable Moses Gill, Fsq. 


In Council, May 1, 1776; Read and sent down, 
Joun Lowi, Dep. Sceretary P. T 
Portamouth, April 20, 1776, 
Sia: L think it my duty to enclose the depasition of 
John Cochran, boatswain’s mate of tho Continental armed 
schooner tho Lynch, wader my command, to you, us Cap- 
tain Perkins is now in Salem, 
Your most obedient, humblo go vant, 


To Ganeral ard. 


I, John Cochran, now boatswain’s mato of the Conti- 
nental armed schooner called the Lynch, commanded by 
Captain John Ayres, testify that { was a seaman on howd 
the Fowey, man-of-war, four months, immediately prece- 
ding the departure of the woops from J2oston ; and while tho 
Howey lay at her station by Cat-Istatd, the Inst Winter, 
two men, camo in a row-boat alongside tho Lowey, and 
brought with them a guater of beel, weighing about one 
franttrod and eighty pounds, which was received on boad 
the Howey, the Captain of which paid them therefor, 

About a fortnight after this, and while the Howey lay at 
her station off Bakers Jsland, the sane two men eame 
again in a row-boat to tho Yowey, and brought with them 
three quaiteis of beef and several quarters of mutton, which 
the Captain of tho Mowey hought of thom, 

Tt was now said, on board, that one of tho snid (vo men 
was Captain, and tho other Mate of a sloop or schooner 
belonging to Salem, and that tho Captain’s name was 2er- 
kins. Vsaw bim each time of his bringing the beef, and T 
judge ho was bout twenty-seven years of nga. Tho wore 
a brown surtout, and appeared to be about five feot nine or 
ton inches high, ach timo the boel was brought in the 
night. ‘The first time they brought s compass with them, 
which I saw. 1 think, also, that they brought a compass 
tho second time with them in the boat. 

, About three weeks aller bringing the last beef, a sloop 
enme in the night up towards tho fowey, as she lay off 
Bakers Is ne All bands wero ordered to their quarters, 


Joun Ayrns, 


but, before"Migtin was fired, the Captain hailed the sloop 
and ordergd her {o bring to, Tho sloop answered that she 
was ,comiig with design to bring to, and then dropped 
* anchor alongside the Fowey. By daybreak a midshipman 
and four hands wie put on board the sloop, and proceed~ 
gd with her to Boston. 
PWhon Captain Periins brought the last beef, ho told 
18.Ca tain of the Fowey, as I heard the midshipman say, 
thatrhgi(sqid Porcine) was going (o the castward for wood 
to carry"tGeBosion ;, that ho would como up towards tho 
Powey with it, and upon tho firing a gun from tho Mowey 
* ho would bring to, When Perkins camo with his sloop 
aloagside the Howey it was shout midnight. We came on 
board the Jowey, and afterwards the injdshipman said, in 
niy hearing, that the sloop had on board hor fifty cords of 
wood, and I saw one goose, and ahout ity pounds of beef, 
which were the same night brought on board the Fowey. 
Tho sloop was almost new, and I heard the midghipman 
say, that Peréeins snid he went into Caplan 
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with the privateers which the Bowcy chased into Cape-dan 
near about a week before, and would then have followed 
the Lowey, but that Captin Manly ordered him into 
Cape-Ann, 


Easnx, 98., April 12, 1776. 
Then John Cochran, above-named, mado oath to the 
uth of the foregoing deposition by hin subseribed, before 
Tinorny Prosenne, dun, 
Justice of the Peace. 


Joun Cocmman, 


JOUN PACE VO LICHAND HENRY LEH 
Wallinmsburgh, February 20, 1776, 

Drar Sin: T have just received yours of the 15th in- 
stant, and have snatched a moment to wille a few tines in 
answer to it. 1 approve much of your plan of publishing 
the hand-bill, and would, before this, have executed it if 
my indisposition and Mis, Page's illness, added to an ine 
cessant round of business, had not prevented me, 

"Khe method you mention for semovinty the spikes fom 
cannon, is certainly pood; hut it is suid the cannon at Nor- 
Jolkc is vendered useless hy being broken at their trunnions 
and butts. I will endeavour, sir, to prevail on our Com- 
mittee to send you, regularly, authentick accounts of every 
material ecemrenco here, and of the state of tha enemy’s 
strength. £ wrote you yesterday wh account of the arrival 
of another man-of-war, and a transport or twoy this report 
hos not been contradicted, nor have we yet head fom 
whence or what these shipsare, Captain Tawacnd, of the 
Rochuck, wo ure well assumed, has behaved with great_po- 
Jiteness and humanity to several of our people. Lord Dan 
more had written a letter to Colonel Corbin, in which he 
offers to go to England to negotiate peace; ho professes 
the warmest attachment to this country, and says (hat he 
lays held on the last sentence in the King’s speech to offer 
his services to procure a lasting, speedy, and honourable 
accommodation, No one, but Lord Diamore, could have 
applied that sentence in the manner he bas.+ f will sond 
you a copy of the lotter by the post. Colonel Cordin Inid 
tho lotter before the Committee of Safety, and received *a 
lettor fiom the Committee, whieh Twill also send you. In 
it we told the Colonel, that we were neither empowered 
nor inelined tp intermedidle with the modo af negotiation 
that wo looked to the Congross for the management of this 
important matter; but added,we would ny his letter be- 
foro the Assembly, which is to meet on their adjournment, 
and that Lord Diuimore might manifest bis good intentions 
by suspending hostilities, Colonel Cordint get gat this 
morning to Lampton, with orders to ColoneltGrayson to 
send him with a flag of uce to Lord Dunmote, Wages 
him to understand, that his Lordship should dalfver up the 
slaves now with him immediately. ‘The oldzgentleman 
wont off in great hopes of proeming a month’s uae at 
Joust, and seemed determined to give Captain Honan 
truo statement of Tord Junmore’s conduct. e Writing 
my letter of yesterday, the Committes bave ordered down 
tha saltpetro which had been sont to Petersburgh, to, bo 
woiked up by Buekstrout, Lbopo, from this, that they wilt 
at length encourage him, and enable bim to carry on tho 
manufacturing of gunpowder to a considerable extent, Tho 
report of the burning of Portsmouth was entirely without 
foundation. Pe 

Tum, dear sir, your affectionate, humble servant, , 3 

Joun Padk. 2 
To Richard Henry Lee, Esq., of Chantilly. ty 
“ P.S, think you had bettor attend the Assembl fv * You 
will be more wanted here ihan at the Congress® J, P, 


COLONEL GONBIN’S MISSION TO LORD DUNMORE, 
Willlomebnrgh, Mnich 1, 1776, 
On Monday, the 19th February, the Uonourable Richard 
Corbin, Tasq., laid before the Committee of Safety a Letter 
ho recived fiom Tord Junore, in the words,following : 
“Ship Dunmore, Elizabeth Rivor, Sumumy 82, 1776, 
«Sms: Notwithstanding the many erval and fulse invec- 
tives thrown out against yne, as an enemy to this Colony; 
conscious to myself, however, of my firm attachment fo this 
country, in general, and this Colony in particular, Tam 
well convinced, (thouglr the present ruler’ may havo thought 
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it requisite, in support of their late adopted mensures,) to 
represent me in the very opposite light to what they wera 
plensed to do but a few months before ; yet there is not one 
amongst, them that ever viowed my conduct with an im- 
partial eye, but is sensible that every transaction of my 
administration proceeded from a heart that nover yet en- 
terlained a thought which was not meant for the real hap- 
piness and well-being of this Colony. ‘This over having 
been my first abject, the very moment | received my des- 
patches, last year, | called the Assembly, to lay before them 
the resolves of the House of Parliament, not doubting then 
but they would have been received, by every well-wisher 
to his country, with transports of joy. Now, having re- 
egived Ilis Majesty’s most gracious speech, I catch at it 
with the, greatest pleasure. Che last sentence it contains, 
wherein’ he'silys ; ‘Lt may be also proper to authotize per- 
sons so commissioned to 1estore such Provinces or Colony, 
so returning to its allegiance, to the fiee exercise of its 
trade and commerce, and to the same protection and secu- 
rity as if such Pipvince or Colony had never revolted,—I 
say, [ catch, with the greatest avidity, at this gencious, this 
humane, this truly noble sentiment, again to offer every 
exertion of my poor abilities to procure, by any means that 
shall be thought most advisable and honaurable, perma- 
nent, speedy, and happy reconciliation between this Calo- 
ny and its parent state, I wish to God they may reflect 
hefore they draw upon them the wrath of that powerful 
though: mareiful people, and by that means involve this 
once most happy land in all the hoiors of a most destruc. 
tive civil war; wherein, were they as successful as the most 
sanguine amongst them could wish, could only end in their 
inevitable dostruction, What, then, have they to hope for, 
and what have they not to fear, by a perseverance in this 
most ruinous and unnatural contest? Should the raters of 
the people prove as well disposed to return to their duty, 
as I know ihe bulk of the Colony are, they will ombrace 
the favourable opportunity that now offers, But should 
they be so infatuated as to mean totally to throw off all alle- 
giance to the best of sovereigns, and connections with the 
state that has fostered them with the most paternal cae, 
their memories will be handed down to tho Vatost posteri- 
ties ag most undutiful and ungtateful, 
* Bir, a thorough conviction of your waim attachment to 
«this your native land, and your admiration of that traly ex- 
eellent Constitution and Government under which you have 
so, long and happily lived, 2s well as your love for our most 
‘benign Sovereign, induces me to trouble you with the above 
tertlen‘of myygervices to this Colony. And I beg you will 
assure whibmt ever you shall think proper to lay this be~ 
fore, of any, willingness to undergo any fitigue or difficulty 
for the Reg yplishinent of its happiness. 
ae ‘eiOw only to entreat, that my sincere endeavours 
to’ dled? areconeiliation between this and the parent state 
may, be’opforced by every exertion of your best advice and 
assigtinco ;'and that both may succeed, is tho ardent wish 
of, sir, your most obedient, humble sorvant, 
“ Donmonn.” 


On consideration whereof, the Committee ordered the 
following Letter to be written to Colonel Corbin, which was 
delivered to him, via: 

” «Pobruary 19, 1776. 

“Sin: The Committee of Safety have considered the let- 
ter to you from Lord Dunmore, which you referred to them. 
You, sir, who are so well acquainted with the sentiments 
of the country we at present act for, must be satisfied they 
would ‘be mado exceedingly happy by a just and honowa- 
Wegrecondiliation with Great Britain, without the further 
effigion of blood ; but we aro not authorized or inclined to 
int&imeddle in tha mode of negotiation to effect this desi- 
rable parposo, The Continental Congress have, in their last 
petition to the Throne, besought Llis Majesty to paint out 
some mode for such negotiation; and if Administiation are 
disposed to heal this unatutal wound in the empire, they 
will embrage that occasion (which, probably, will be the 
last) of accomplishing it.’ At all ovents, any other steps 
to be taken must prdceed from the Representatives of the 
@Zontinent, and not fiom us. We shall, however, commu- 
nicate the contents of this letter to the House of Burgesses, 
who meet by adjournment the first of March, and submit 
the matter to thom, in case there should then be members 
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enough to proceed to business, or as soon after as sttch a 
nuaiber can be convened, {1 the mean time, if his Lord- 
ship has it in his inclination and power to serve the Colo- 
ny, and avoid making the breach still wider, it may be 
manifested by his suspending hostilities against the inhabi« 
tants, until the ultimate intentions of His Majesty are 
known respecting any negotiation, 

« We have. the greatest confidence, sir, in your attach- 
ment to the real interests of America, and are satisfied your 
having comustuicated the contents of this letter to us pro- 
ceads fiom the best motives; and ate, with gieat regard, sir, 
your most obedient, humble servant, for self and Com- 


mittee. . é 
Epuunn Penpieton, President.” 


Aer which Colonel Corbin, with the entire apploba- 
tion of the Committee of Safety, proceeded with a Gag of 
truce on bonrd the Dunmore, to hear what his Lordship 
had to propose on the subject-matter of bis Letter, Colonel 
Corbin, on his teturn, informed the Committee he had read 
their Letter to him before Lord Duunore, and in the pre- 
sence of General Clinton; who said he believed there was 
nothing America could ask, in a constitutional way, that 
would uot be granted, but if they relied on the General 
Congress, they had nothing to expect from Parliament. 
Upon this Colone! Corbin proposed to Lord Dunmore to 
grant a commission to the President for meeting the As- 
sembly, at the time they had adjourned to, whi¢h jg Loid- 
ship refused ; so that his Letter cannot, as was propdgéd, be 
Jaid before the House of Burgesses, they having fid right, 
by their Constitution, to proceed to an busingaa ithout a 
representative of the Crawn, nor did Lord ore sug~ 
gest any other mode in which a negotiation could be set on 
foot, in what he might call a constitutional way. 


EXTRACT OV A LETTER FROM A NOMBOR OF THE VIRGINIA 
GONVENTION, 10 18 TREND IN PHILADELPHIA, DATED 
FeRRuARY 20, 1776. : 


a 
Some people among us seem alarmed at tho name of In- 
dependence, while they support measures, and propose 
plans, that comprehend all the spirit of it, TTave we not 
mado Jaws, erected courts of judicatare, established magis- 
trates, made money, levied war, and regulated commerce, 
not only without Eis Majesty’s intervention, but absolutel 
agaiust his will? Ave we not as criminal in the eye of Zt 
tain for what wo have done, as for what we can yot do? 
If we jnstitute any Goveinment at all, for God’s sake, let 
it be the best we enn ; we shull as certainly bo hattged for 
a bad asa good one; for they will allow nothing fr the 
waverings of filial tendetnoss, it will bo all placed to the 
account of blundeting ignmance, If, therefore, we incur 
the danger, let us not decline the reward, Iu every other 
instance, indopendence raises an idea in the mind thet the 
heart giasps at with avidity, and a feeling soul never fails 
to be shicken and depressed with the very sound of depen- 
dance. [fin n private family, the children, instead of be- 
ing so educated as to take upon them the function of good 
citizens, should be brought to years of maturity, under the 
apparel, food, and discipline of infancy, what Jaws, natural 
or civil, would acquit (he patent or the child of infamy and 
criminality? A set of great lounging infants, tied to mam- 
ma’s apron, with long bibs and pap-spoons, at two-and- 
twenty, would put the Sabarife to the blush, Now, as 
every moial virtue or vice, almost, is vastly enhanced, 
when considered in its relation to the communitydis"yell 
as individuals, [insist upon it, that he who Woitld*Reep a 
community in a state of infantile dependance, wlien 
came a fit member of the great Republick ofthe’ world, 
would be vastly more criminal aad infamous, than the ima- 
ginary family [ mentioned before, Whenover I have been 
an advocate for dependance, I have felt a conscious want 
of publick virtue ; Town it arose fiom Inziness in mé; I was, 
willing to brush through life as I began it, and to leave the 
yooting out the thorns and thistes, as well as the hargest 
of the laurels, to posterity; and this, I think, was the édse 
of thost of us; but now, that we have gone through ‘the 
rough work, to desert the glorious prospect it opens to us, 
would be heretical, damnable, and abomitable, even td'a 
sensible Pope. No, my friend, it is a “duty of ruch jtio- 
ment {o usas men, and of the last degrae of magnitude as 
citizens, to maintain, at every rigle perfect Independence 
pee 


¢ x 
itgbe-. 


. 
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of every thing, but good sense, good morals, good laws, 
good Govornmont, and our good Creator. 


—— 


MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAYULY TO COLONEL JOSE PIL YIM. 
[No, 20.] Annapolis, Pubuary 20, 1776, 

Sin: Upon inspecting the seturn mado by the Prince 

George’s County Committeo, of the Nottingham Compa- 
ny, wo Gind that Mr, Firclder Bowie hath been elected not 
Lieutenant, Mr, FPilliam Newman Dorsett, Second Licu- 
tennnt, and Mr. Thomas Loye, Ensign, thereof, 
* Tu the Hino of preferment generally adopted in the mili- 
tary department, on the promotion of the Captain, the First 
Lieutenant succeeds him, and the othor commissioned ofli- 
cers.jn like manner, by which means tho nomination of a 
new Insign alone will become necessary. 

The Council havo thought it most expedient to follow 
this mode, but look upon themselves at full liberty to de- 
viate therefrom, on special und good reasons. It does not 
appear to them from your letter or otherwise, that the geu- 
tlemen the company wish not to be promoted, have dono 
any act to forfeit the good opinion of their country, or that 
they “are in any manner disqualified, We have sent Cap- 
tain Bowie’s commission, but keep back the commissions 
for the other ofticers till we hava your reasons, ov that af 
the company, for departing froin the line of preforment, 

We are, &e. 

To Colonel Joseph Sim. 


DENJAMIN MACKALL AND OTHERS LO MARYLAND COUNCIL 
ne OF SAPniy, 
Gatvott County, Fobruary 20, 1776, 
Gevecemen : Wo have received yours of the 2d instant, 
enclosing a resolve of Congress, and an order by the Couv~ 
cil of Safety appointing us to collect all he gold and silver 
in the County, Wo have received and engaged seven hun- 
drad pounds currency, and expect, in the course of another 
week, to procure about (wo or three handed pounds more. 
Much wore might have been collected had the paper cur 
rency been sent down to give in exchange. We hope you 
will form as when you would have tho gold aud silver 
brought to arnapulis, Continental money is asked in ex 
change for most of the eash wo have collected or engaged, 
We are, gentlemen, your most humble servants, — 
Brngasin Macwatn, 4th. 
Anexanpint Somervinie, 
Parrtck S, Suren, 


To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland, 


* 
RICHARD BARNES VO MARYLAND COUNCLE OF SAVLTY, 
Teonardtown, Fobruay 20, 1776, 
Genriusen : Treecived yours by post, appointing Col- 
onel Plater, Mr. Briscor, and myself, to collect all the 
gold and silver coin that can be found in the County. On 
considoration, iad it impiacticuble to Le done, unless wo 
had money in hand to exchange, a3 it must be collected in 
small quantitics, and, even in that case, itis probable no grent 
sun can be obtained 5 however, my endeavours shall not be 
wanting to procure it. 
ah remain, gentlemon, your most obedient servant, 
% Ricuarp Bannes, 
To the Counell of Safety of Maryland. 
, 


* ——— 


4 





PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEL, 
In Committeo of Inepection and Observation, i 


“ 
i Fobrnary 20, 1776. 
a Wharons, the Continental Congress did lately resolve, 
ty he if aay person should be so lost to all virtue and se 
gard for, this country as to refuse to receive the Bills of 
Credit eftitved by the authority of Conuress, or should ob- 
struct ot discournge the curteney thoroof, and be canvieted 
by the Committee of the Cy, County, or District, where 
he should reside, such person should bo deemed, publish- 
cd, and treated as an enemy of his country, and bo pre« 
cluded from all trade ov intercots® with tho inhabitants of 
these Colonies.” And wheress, Thomas Rogers and Jo~ 
seph Sermon, both of this city, having been charged with a 
breach of this resolve, in refusing to regeiva the above Bills 
of Gradit in payment, appeared before the Committee for 


s 
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the City and Libortios, acknowledged tho trath of ihe charge, 
and alleged, in their defonce, scruples of conscience thera- 
upon, as being money emitted for the purpose of war, 

The Comniittva, pursuant to the tiast reposed in them, 
proceeded to consider the churge and defenee, and were of 
opinion, that if such allegation was true, yet, as the Con- 
gress have made no exception, and us such conduct tenda 
to subvert the most ossontial rights and liberties of their 
fellow-citizons, and, by destroying the means of defence, to 
expose their lives and propertios to unavoidable ruin, it 
ought not to be admitted. But it appears by their own 
acknowledgments, that the above pesons have heretofore 
received, and do continue to receive, Bills of Credit emit- 
ted in this and the neighbouring Provinces, though fre- 
quently issued for the purposes of war, therefore, such ob- 
jection is not well foundad, or the present pretence consis- 
tout with their former conduct. ‘Chis Committee, therefore, 
(the parties having declared they did not_ mean to appeal 
to any othor Bourd,) do unanimously hold up to the world 
tho said Lhomas Rogers und Joseph Seymon as onemics 
to their country, and preclude them from all wrado or inter« 
course with the Inhabitants of these Colonies, 

Ordered, That the above be published. 

Extract from the Minutes: 
J.B. Sarvn, Secretary, 


To the Honourable Provincial Congress now convened in 
Nuw-Youks 
Permit us, gentlemen, to recommend to your considera 
tion a worthy person for an ollicer in the ensuing eampaiga 
in the Continental service, by name, Moses Younans, x 
person well known tous. Efe served the last campaign in 
Peston Clinton's Regiment, and did ofligiate in tho office of 
Sergoaut-Major, and, also, served as Adjutant, and we found 
him exceading well qualified for any duty that enn be res, 
quired to execute the offive of Adjutant; ind, by means of 
bis conduet and behaviour, he was execeding well beloved 
both by officers and privates in genural, in the said Rogi-’ 
mont, and, after the surronder of Monérea/, he had the 
roliisal of a Second Licutonant’s commission. Tis cireums 
stanevs at that tine were such relating to his funnily, that, 
to his heart's grief, he could nor aecepts but thdh declared, 
that if Providgnee would spare his life and health, be would 
engage the next campaign; aud, gentlemen, wo, consistent 
with our duty, aud the particular regaid we haye for tha 
said Younis, beg to be oxcuswd making free to recom 
wend the said Younans tor Adjutant, if you, in your gréat 
wisdom, should think proper to appoint bimand you will 
obligo your humble servauts, who subscribe thei Times as 
frivnds to the ¢lmerican cause, Brea ol 
Connmiany Wryxnoor, Bleut, Col, 
Faas [Lapanoven, Craitatity 
VP. Rodan, dientenant, a 
‘Yo the Choiman of the Provincial Congrostigfiow'ton 
vonoil at New-York. és 


COLONEL, DREARY ‘CO TOMN MeRTSSON, : 


Tlorno's }Took, Yubiuary 20, 1776, 

Sm: Be pleased to give the commissions for Licutonant 
Micajah Buller, and Ensign Deliveranre Brown, in Captain 
Steenrod’s company of my Legiment, to Captain Steenrod 

Captain Grey has joined my regiment, with forty-nine 
men, including officers; he has some mare, who lave not 
yet arrived, Would be glad the commissions could be ime 
mediately mado out for his company, Lo will deliver'you 
a certificate from the Committee of Bedford, of the elvc- 
tion of himself and officers. From your tost humble ser 
vant, 


‘To John MedKusson, Esq, 


N.B, Captain Grey and his officors having neglected to 
sign the test in the presence of the Chairman of Mestehes« 
ter County, have, this day, signed it in my presence. 

: 


Samuny Duane, Colonel, 


Vo the Gentlemen of the Provineial Congress, 
The Petition of Avon Brrvs, humbly showeth: OS 


That your petitioner, fully sensible of his farmer indisere- 
tions, begs leave to retyrn to a proper sense of bis duty to 
hig country, And ygur petitioner further most solomaly 
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assures tho Congress, that it shall he his future most earnest 
study, to convince every individual of his most steady ad- 
horence, to the utmost of his abilities, in promoting the 
liberties of America. 

‘That your petitioner still flatters himsolf his crime is 
not of so airocious a nature but that his pardon may be 
announced on a due submission ; as such, he most humbly 
leaves his case to their tender consideration, and should he 
be so happy as to experience their forgivengss antl protec~ 
tion, it will, by him, with a most thankful heart, ever be 
acknowledged ; and jour petitioner, as in duty bound, will 
ever pray. 

Esopus Jatt, Fobrumy 20, 1776. 

Gevrtemen; The above petition was this day delivered 
to our Coimmittee of Kingston, by azor Betts, vow pri- 
soner in our Jail, and desiied our favour to recommend a 
favour for him to get relief; but, gentemen, as we are en- 
tire strangers to his former conduct, we must refer tho 
matter entirely to your superior judgment. As to his be- 
haviour since, in aur jail, he has made offers to sign a recan- 
tation, and make oath for his future behaviour, but as his 
conduct is best known to you, we shall ontirely rest with 
your judgment. By order of the Committee ; 

Witniam Euuswourn, Chairman, 


PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

$y Philadolphia, Febuary 20, 1776, 
Sms LT have the honour of enclosing you sundry resolu- 
tions of Congress, to which 1 refer you. 

I must beg leave to inform you that the Congress hear, 
with great regret, the precarious state of your health, and 
the return of your disorder, “Uhey are fully apprized and 
sensible of your services and abilities, and should have 
been very happy to have made use of them in Canada; 
but knowing the importance of your abilities, the influence 
and weight you have among the Indian tribes, the service 
you are capable of doing to tho common cause, even in the 

resent infirm state of your health, and, at the same time 
[ele apprehensive should you be sent on so fatiguing a 
servico-us that of Canada must be, especially at this incle- 
ment season, your country might be deprived of the nd- 
vantage of-your services, which are so much yanted at this 
gritical conjuncture, they have thought it best to send 
General Lee to Canada, reserving to you the command of 
thé foreesfand the conduct of military operations in the 
Golony*sf New- York. 

Your known zeal and warm attachment to the causo of 
liberty, assure,me that you will concert with General Lee 
the bést means of securing tho communication of the 
Lakes,"and of fncilitating the transportation of necessaries 
for. thé age of the Army in Canada, and give him all tho 
aid and assistance in your power, for accomplishing tho 
great ends we all have in view. 

Your several lotters are now under the consideration of 
a Committee of Congress, So soon as report is made, 
and a determination had in Congress, 1 will do myself the 
honour of transmitting you their result. 

I send by this express a number of the Articles of War, 
translated into Fenech, which you will please to forward, 
for the use of the Canadian Regiments. 

I most sincerely wish to hear the agreeable tidings of 
your perfect restoration to health, and am, with the utmost 
esteem, sit, four most obedient servant, 

Joun Hancoox, President. 


To Major-General Schuyler, Albany. 
a OM 





PENNSYLVANIA COMMITIDE OF SAFETY TO PRESIDENT OF 
; CONGRESS, 

[Road February 21, ant reforred io Mr, S. Adams, Mr, &, M‘Kean, 

Mr. Smith, Mr, Wilson, Mr, Wolecott.} 
Philadolphia, Fobiunry 20, 1776, 

Sin: The Committee of Safety for this Province, re- 

fleeting that amidst the great and arduous duties which 

may well be supposed to engross the attention of the ho- 

n6urable Congress, many thingg of smaller consequence 

may escape their notice, beg leave to suggest the propriety, 

and even necessity, of making some alteration in the condi- 
tion of the prisoners at Lancaster. 


CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &., FEBRUARY, 1776. 


1214 


From the information given to this Committee, we laarn 
that the Itind treatment given them meets with very impro- 
per and indecent return; that they often express them- 
selves in most disrespectful and offensive terms, and openly 
threaten revenge whenever opportunity shall present. 

The Committee further beg leave to add, that Lancaster 
being but a day’s march (rom navigable water, and their 
prisoneis stout and numerous, thee may be danger ihat 
should the enemy effect a landing on the upper part of 
Chesapeake- Bay, a daring spirit might kead them off, and 
should they march at night, their journey would be half 
over before their absence would be known, Many other 
reasons concur in making it much the wish and desire, nat 
only of this Committee, but of the friends of the publick 
cause in that part of the country, not only to havé the 
officers separated from the men, but, as much as possible, 
from one another, and cither dispersed of in different towns, 
or dispersed among the farmers in the country, where their 
opportunities of doing mischief will less correspond with 
their inclinations. ‘The Committee, on this as well as all 
other occasions, beg leave to offer their best services to the 
honourable Congress, and if the alteration they havo taken 
the libetty to suggest, opposes any regulation already made, 
unknown to them, or should otherwise appear improper, 
they hope it will be excused, and imputed to their zeal in 
the publick cause, 

L have the honour to be, with much respects 
most obedient, humble servant. 

By order of the Committee : 
Joun Nixon, Chdirman, 


To the Honourable John Iancock, Esq. 


siy y 
8 iy your 


JONN BROOME 'TO SILAS DEANE. 

Now-York, Fobruary 20, 1776, 
Sin: Pursuant to your request, and the other gentlemen, 
whose names Ido uot recollect, my papers being in the 
country, I bere enclose authentick accounts relative to 
the damage done by the Ministerial Pirates at the east end 
of Long-Island, which 1 wish safe to hand, and am, your 


humble servant, Terie Buona 
Be 


To Silas Deane, Lsq., or, in his absence, to George Wythe, 
Esq., Philadelphia. 


GENERAL SOHUYIER 10 PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
{Road March 4, 1776.) 
Albany, Folnuary 20, 1776, 

Sin: Yesterday, My. Price delivered me two letters ftom 
Genoral Wooster, enclosing copy of his Ictter to Congress, 
and a return of stores, Copies of his two letters to me, 
and copy of tho return of stores, Ido myself the honour 
to Wansmit you. 

Congress will percoive by General ooster’s letter of 
the 11th instant, to them, and that of tho same dato to me, 
that matters are got to such a height between us, that either 
he or 1 must immediately quit this department, for I can- 
not, consistent with my honour or my feelings, servo with 
an officer, who, very early in the campaign, witnessed a 
contempt for my ordeis, and proceeded so far as to offer 
insults of the grossest kinds, which, as J have not the lenst, 
doubt but my informants will support, I must, therefore, 
request that Congress will order an inquiry to be imme- 
diately made; and in confidence this will be grantéd, did, 
one or the other removed, I shall not now engrosigthatss. 
time which is so precious to Congress, with the péfistlvof 
the several letters that have passed between uf$, the or- 
ders I have given him, nor with any remarks on his last to 
me, of the 11th instant, except one, which, as it respects 
the publick, I cannot dispense with making. 

A respect for my country, sir, obliged me to suppress 
that just resentment which F felt rising in me at his con- 
duct at Fort-George, &e.; but wounded in my honour, 
although willing to be spent in the glorious cause my goun- 
try is engaged in, and to continue to servo hor under, all 
the disagreeable incidents attendant on a ruined. constitu. 
tion, yet, she cannot expect, in addition, a sacrifice of my 
reputation, by calmly bearing indignities. _ Indeed, this 
would render me unable to serve her. . ; 

The only remark, I observed, that [ would make, is on 
that part of his letter to me in ‘thi h he says, * That the 
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commanding officer in Canada is the only competant judge us; in fact, I believe him almost n Whig in principle, I 
of what is proper and what not, for the internal regula wish, if it ean bo consistontly dona, that he may have leaye 
tion of the army, and for the immedinto sufety of tho to repnir to this place, 
country.” If so, Congiess has been mistaken in sundry It is almost neodless to observe to Congress, that no ale 
yesolves, which clealy signify that { had something to do tetcation which [may have with any oflicer, whilst T com 
with the regulation of the army in Canada, A baie :euo- mand, will evar draw off my altontion from my duty; I 
spect to these is sufficient to evince this. General Mont- tust my conduct in publick life, both bofore and since f 
gomery was then, also, mistaken, for he did not conceive have had a command, havo sufliciently evinced my princi- 
‘Dimself entitled to call u General Cout-Martial, or make ples on the present unbappy contest; and 1 assure you, 
a single promotion whon a vacancy happened in Canada, sir, that except the ambition of serving my country, and 
until he had asked for and received my permission, which that which every honest man ought to be influenced by, I 
J gave without hesitation. I shall, however, go on and have none; T shall, therefore, never court the favour of 
give such orders as I think will best promote tho servico, either ofliceis or men, unless they are deserving; such as 
and leave the determination of this asseition of Geveral are not, [shall always freely and indiscriminately censure. 
Wooster's to such gentlemen as may be appointed to in- If this gives umbrage, it can never bo romedied whilst 1 am 
quire into his conduct. _ ,_ incommand, bocause I cannot hesitate a moment botween 
1 was apprehensive that the Canadians would sufler in giving offence and doing my duty. Had I consulted merely 
tho article of salt, and wiole to General ¥ooster, 10 know ny own inclination, J should not haye ventured on the storms 
what quantity was in Canada, Jam happy to find there is of publicl life, well knowing my want of abilities would 
go much; tho scarcity here is incredible, and { fear will be oxpose me to a thousand difficulties, and deprive mo of tho 
general throughout this and the neighbouring Colonies. inestimable comforts of domestick life, and that I should be 
It nover entered into my thonghts to build gondolas envied by thoso weak minds who are dazzled with powar, 
on Lake Champlain, as 1 well knew that they could not, but have not clevation of sentiment cnough to conceive 
without great danger, if at all, be got into the S¢, Law- that to some men it has no charms, 
renee; although we have very good ship-carpenters here, Lam, sir, with unfeigned esteem and respeot, your most 
yet none acquainted with the construction of galleys, it obedient, humble servant, Pure Sonuyean 
will, therefore, be proper to send a few good hands from, : 2B 
Penngyloania, a3 none aro to be had in Canada; theso To the Honourable John Hancock, Tisq. &e. 
ought to be sent immediately, although no pitch, tar, or — 
oakum, 2 4 ay on until Eteats Hieer opens; for  ARRANGENEN'’S Von THE TWO REGIMENTS IN CANADA. 
these apticlos 1 shall apply to the New- York Convention, nT va , , + Cole 
ee Dhelose ashe Ory r the ahangbinenis gent General ant of F ives sipposod i rn » ac eared 
T¥ooster, for the two regimonts in Canada, J foresaw thay ONO eames Carnedn, Lac HMA S OOnCT, SEO OLN aes 
it would he attended with difficulties, and so will thar Licutenant-Colonel Snnel Llmore, Lioutenant-Colo- 
: eee rpiiueckelt eo a nel John Nicholson, Major Herman Zedtwitz, Major John 
which he proposes ; us Field-Oflicers and Captains must be py .g.4 Maior Lewis Dubot 
Joh out, if ie New-York Battalions were to oflicer ono 2! Mason £acters Lrudoes, Albany, Fohrumy 2, 1770 
regi here will be move than to complete it. LBe- 7 ess 
Fogunents eee Y ae aoe ig Sin: T understand that the above aro tho Mield-Ofiicers 
foie 1 left Ticonderoga Twiote fora return of the troops in o raniainiie ii Chpiad , f the Canali 
Canada, and beggod to know what arrangement had been ta fel can a ante uA tae ti 1080.0) ng \ ane van 
mado; but General Aoniyomery ind it not in his power to Cane as ak they stund in the list as they rank ; aud as 
sond it me, occasioned by the multiplicity of bis business. eae at has dlineoted et ae regiments should he raised 
Mr, Lvobisher delivered me a letter, signed by himself a ol Me troops now in anade, nnd as | havo noHredi« 
and several others, containing the substance of tho memo- Haale or any one Sentlomin more than another, antl that 
rial which ho will present, and requested the mediation of Wey are 2 ra as I know, good officers, and man of 
my good offives with Congress. I am very appichensive, sir, tte ctiliene . ear you will, theroforo, make the 
that if these’ people shall be permitted to go into tho dadian Ofte o heen a fog a firat in Hear of the Field- 
country, they might, if unfriendly to our causo, be very po- “a ; ‘i to Piece, oloneleys to the {wo noxt in 
judicial to it, and the sending such a quantity of provisions rank, und tho two Majorities to tho two negt.; Should 
there not bo a suficient number of Field-Onicers willing to 


will strengthen the enemy at Detroit and Niagara, for, by es : H ¥ 
whatover route they go, it will bo soized by some ono of remain in tho service, to complete the wwvo reginidhis, "thoy 


. 1 i a } 
the patrisons and appropriated to their use. Mr, Hrobi- tha tole El eieg tere aed Nota oC Can 
sher i ie aes urge the denect of se pela ate if % ‘ain, the fist ofter; tho eldest Massachusetts Captain, nd 

1 r ons Wi Ips y ae . : : 
supp an Y abould wnsino haa 8D , int: May te the cont offer j the oldest Connections Captain, third offer; tho 
peat Hen Honig Nae i here another years Dut We etost New- Yorke Captain, fomth offer, Cho Kiald-Ofidors 
\* ¥ } = by 
of May fae atv at the etna: esuce : Petia ha being complotod, you are to cause four fists (o bémada, ono 
ter cats Inve i this be & fret, thad the have, now near q CoNtdining the names of all the New-LLampshire Cuptains 
ivalva-wmonih's provision, and by sonding up two or three and ee according to their rank in the regiments 3 
aa f i : +1 another, thoso of the Alassachuset/s ; 0 third, those of Con~ 
canoes oxpresé, (navigated by persons wo can depend necticut: anda fourth, thoso of New Yorle—in tho follow- 
upon,) their traders may bo biought away, and their pro ine de cs 
Vision will suffice, at least until they reach Detroit, whera - Saher <i : : ae 
they tan bo in no danger of starving. Owe, Tumpah LO, assachusolis, Connoctiont. Naw.VYork. 
Enclose you the Paymaster-General’s estimate of pay Captain, A Captain, I, Captain, S Captain, a 
still dye to the Connecticut troops; his chest is empty, B T Z 


and I have little left, as I gave him thirty thousand dollars, C  lsthiewt. N Ist Lieut, Us “4 
paipof fifty thousand sent into Canada, Ist Lieut. D 0 Vist Lieut, d 

I find that Mr. Phéster, whom I mentioned as an En-* i 2d Lieut, P 2d Lieut, W "8 
ginecr, cannot be proewed. What shall we do for proper K 


Sen to fill that branch? I expect, momently, to hear 2d Liout. G Ensign, R Ensign, ¥ 2d Lieut, o 
Loin Schenectady what wages the batteausmen will tuke. ‘ 

Evory affort I have mado to procure forage has proved Lnsigns, I Ensigns, 4 
ineffectual, The procuring timber for repairing T¥eonde~ K i 
roga must, thereforo, of necessity, be deferred until Spring, Tho list heing mado out as above, you will proceed to 
J oven fear that I shalt not he able to gota sufticiency of take out the officers for the (irst and second, of the rogi- 
hay for the spring work at Ziconderaga, although we offer ments to be raised, in the following mannors ‘Lhe eldost 
seven pounds per ton, . New-Uanpshire Captain, for the fist Captaincy in the 

Lieutenant Aamer, of the Seventh Regiment, who was Wirst Regiment; tho eldest Massachusetts Bay Captain, 
mada prisoner at Chambly, bas 0 wile in Canada; she is for the first Captainey in tho Second Rogiment; tho et- 
daily expected, and has beggod me to procure leave for her ast Connecticut Captain; for the second Captain in tha 
husband to meet her here, Of all the ofticers that have First Regimont ; and tho eldest New- Yorke Captain, for 
been made prisoners, I believe he is the'lens| unfiiendly to. the second Captainey in the Second Regiment ; and so on 
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us in tho annexed scheme, When all the Captains are 
thus provided for, and if there should be still some want+ 
ing {o complete the regiments, they must be taken in the 
same manner, from the First Lieutenants, and so go on to 
complete the whole of both regiments; and if there is 
not a sufficiency of officers, the best and most alert of the 
Sergeants must be promoted, until tha whole is complete. 
It may happen by this arrangement, as it often does in the 
regular seryice, that an elder Captain in the Army will be 
commanded by a younger Captain; but that is only on 
regimental duty, upon detachment of different corps, the 
command will go with tha rank in the Army. I have 
known Licutenant-Colonels in the Army commanded by 
Captains, when they did regimental duty; but when de- 
tached with parties of different cops, they acted as Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels. 


For the Firat Rogimont. For tho Sacond Rogimont. 


Eldest Captain, - A Eldest Captain, - L 
Second do. - § Secand do. : a 
Third do ,- B Third do. - %M 
Fourth — do. - T ~~ Fourth do, - b 
Fifth do. - C Fifth do. - c 
Sixth do. - Db Sixth do. - N 
Seventh do. ~ ou Seventh do. - d 
Eighth do. - &—£ Eighth — do. - 0 
First eldest Lieutenant, V First eldest Lieutenant, 
Second do. - &F Secand = do. - f 
Third do. - Third do. - P 
Fourth do - W  Fomth do « g 
Fifth do, - &f Fifth do, - 

Sixth do - X = Sixth do - oh 
Seventh do - I Seventh dao, » R 
Eighth do. - Y Eighth. do - i 


First Secand Lieutenant, k Fiist Second Lieutenant, k 

Thope the mode of making the arrangement will be 
easily apprehended, and prevent those jealousies which 
are so dangerous in an Army, and so prejudicial to the 
common cause of America, Uninfluenced by any motives 
but those which ought to inspire every friend of his coun- 
try, { shall most readily acquiesce in any other mode that 
my be demonstrated more eligible. 

any sir, your most humble servant, 

' her Pimnir Sonvycer. 
To General Wooster, 

t — 
, 4 Montraal, Fobruary 11, 1776, 

Sm: Your letter of the 26th ultimo, I have received; 

in answer to which, give me leave to observe to you, that 
I, also, claim a right to be troated with the respect due to 
me gs ‘a gentleman and an oflicer intrusted with a com- 
nyand from the honourable the Reprosentatives of thirteon 
Colbnies, Why, sir, are these positive mandates? Have 
T ever disputed your ordeis? Since I have been in tho 
Army, I have exerted every faculty to promote a union 
aniong the officers, and haye carofully avoided every thing 
that might havo tho least tendency to cause jealousies; in 
short, six, L have steadily and invariably pursupd those mea- 
sures that appeared to me conducive to the true interest of 
our country. [ow ungenorous therefore, is it, that an ad- 
vantage should be taken of my conciliating disposition ; yet, 

ou will pardon me if I misjudge, I cannot account for your 


“ymperious conduct towards me upon any other principle. 


° 


You will remember your letter to me while I was at St, 
John's, founded in falsehood, and which you could have 
no other motive for writing but to insult me. J thought it, 
at that time, not worth answering, and shal}, at present, 
take no further notice of it, I shall, however, send a copy 
of itlo Congress, and of your last letter, together with 
copies of my own, except the one you observe was wrote 
with unbeconting subacity, that is, somebow, mislaid, and 
shall be obliged to you if you will forward it. can ree 
member nothing in it either disrespectful or subacid, and, 
beidg’ confident nothing of that nature was intended, 1 pre- 
sume that the Congress will find that it is not expressed. 
As you have ‘already complained to the honourable Con- 
gress, | have thought jt my duty to show them what passed 
heyveen us, and they will judge which of us has the great- 
eSt reason to complain of il! treatment. For the present, 
let thd matter rest., They will doubtless do justice. This 
ig no time fo altercate, the whole of our time is little enough 


} 
* Fovrra Senms.—Vor, iv. 
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to attend to the operations absolutely necessary, for the da- 
fenco of our country, ety 

You will give me leave to inform you, that the com- 
manding officer who is with this Army is to give out olders, 
and is the only competent judge of what is proper, and 
what not, for the interna! regulation of the Aimy, and for 
the immediate safety of the country. Since the death of the 
worthy and brave General Montgomery, (with whom I had 
the happiness to serve in the strictest harmony and friend- 
ship, and who ever treated me like a gentleman,) the com- 
mand devolves upon me, and I shall give out such orders 
as appear to me necessary for the publick good, and shall 
send out of the country all prisoners and such persons as 
may be thought dangerous to our cause. As soon as it tan 
be done with convenience, the returns of the Army shall be 
made out and transmitted to you. I shall, also, take care 
that your orders to General Montgomery are executed as 
far as is possible. 1 shall do every thing in my power to 
catry into execution every resolve of the Congress. 

Mr. Jordan has accepted the bill for five hundred dol- 
lars; when it is paid, I shall credit the publicks 

I mentioned to you, in a former Jeter, that I thought it 
very necessary that an artillery company, as well as the 
artillery, stores, &c,, should be sent into this country. 
Should be glad to hear whether they can be spared from 
the Colonies or not, and what assistance of that nature we 
may expect. 

I shall send a copy of this Jetter to Congress, and shell 
also enclose with this a copy of my letter to Congress. If 
there are any misreptesentations you will have an oppor- 
tunity to correct them. { am, sir, your most obedient ser- 
vant, Davin Woosren. ° 
To Major-General Schuyler. 

P. S. Twill just observe, further, that I think it would 
have been mucli more generous in you to have pointed out 
to me the peoapdonslla part of my letters, before you 
complained to Congress, 


Monitroal, Fobruary 18, 776, 


Sin: [received your letter of the 2d instant, with the 
enclosed resolves of Congress, and observe the contents, 
and shall attend to the instructions, 

Mr. Have shall be used with every civility. A return 
of the names of Commissaries in Canada shall be sent you 
when I can get a return ftom General Arnold, fog 

Lamm informed there is great plenty of salt in this part 
of Canada; more than sufficient for a twelye month. ,, 

I will inquire and find out what quantity of cloth, fit for 
tents, can be procured in this country, but do not expect 
to find much. T enclose you a retuin of tents and nails, 
&e., that are in the stores in this place. As a number of 
gondolas will be greatly wanted in the river St, Lawrence, 
and ag we have a quantity of seasoned timber and plank, 
and, you will see by the enclosed return, a quantity of 
spikes and nails, and as it will be dificult to got auch ag 
are built on the lake, and, perhaps, dangerous, if they ara 
anyways large, down the Rapids of Chambly, will it not be 
well to build them here ? yet the articles of pitch, tar, tus 
pentine, and onkum, must, ta that case, be sent from the 
Colonies, as there is none of either in the Provinee. Some 
master carpenters would, also, be much wanted—good work- 
men, poor ones are to be had here. 

A proper person shall be appointed to frank the Army,, 
letters, 1 # @ 

A return of ordnance in this Piovince is already.gont 
sou. The addresses are and shall be published, + 

I shall send you, by this conveyance, General Montgo- 
mery’s papers, except the accounts of disbursements, which 
must be first copied. Captain Van Rensselaer is at present 
gone to Quebeck to muster the troops there ; when he re- 
turns, I shall direct him to proceod on to Albany. 

With regard to the two regiments to be foimed outof 
the broken corps now in this Province, I hardiy know what 
ta say. Jrather imagine it would be very difficult,.if pot 
impossible, to persuade but very few of them to engagedbr 
a longer tiine than thoir present inlisiments; yetst should 
he sorry that those officers who are willing locas in 
the service should not have an opportunity, Thé plan 
you propose, though calculated to prevent jeqlousies bee 
tween Provinces, I fear will be jmpfaoticable ; besides the 

bo & 
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difficulty of plucing younger officors before older ones, they 
will never consent to serve together in companios, as that 
arrapgement will place them. Suppose, sir, that tho troops 
from Lampshire, Massachusetts, and Connecticut, should 
form one regiment, and (he difforent New-York battalions 
another, and the oflicers be ranked according to seniority ? 
J’rom some conversation J havo had with several of the offi- 
cors, Lam persuaded the other plan cannot bo eflectuated. 
I shall, therefore, bo obliged to you for your thoughts upon 
this, and am, in hasto, your most obedient and very bum- 


ils erva, Davin Woosren, 
To General Schuyler. 


A Return of anunber of articles which are in the Stores 

at Mowrnean. (Return of all the articles not yet made.) 

Six barrels ton-inch spike nails ; 1 barrel eight-inch spike 
nails; 1 barrel seven-inch spike nails; 4 barrel four-inch 
spike nails; 3 barrels three and a half inch spike nails; 
1 barrel twentypenny nails; 14 barrel tenpenny nails; 4 
barrel oightpenny nails; 1 baivel sixponny nails; 14 bar 
fel shingle nails; 237 common, and 26 bell (new) tents ; 
160 old tents and markees; 5 old bell tents; 68 camp- 
kettles; 1,406 canteens; 100 pair of shoes; 7 soldiers’ 
conts; 574 new felt hats; 47 old (elt hats; 1,000 haver- 
sacks; 144 spike gimblots; 43 chiscls; 16 pair creapors; 
23 augers; a largo quantity of span yarn; 1 anvil; 216 
tomahawks; 3 batteau sails; 600 tent poles; 14 camp 
colours; 1 box of bolts and screws; 100 rods of nail-wire. 

A vetum of all the articles in tho stores will soon be 


mode. 
Montroal, Fobruary 13, 1776, 


An Estimate of Pay due to Troops of the Unrenn Cono- 
ning, raised in the Colony of Connuvricur, employed 
in the Northern Department. 

Colonel Warennuny’s Regiment. 

‘ Colonel Haterbury,- - - - - = £1,557 7 2 
Licutonant-Colonel MVhiting, - - - - 1,829 6 4g 
Mnjor Hobdy, - 1,899 14 10 
Captain Mead, - - ~ « ~ = = = 1,805 5 9 


Captain Benedict, - - - - - ~ 1,259" 2 10 
Captain Beardsley,» « « - - - ~ 1,214 1 1 
Captait Doolitile, - - ~ - - = «1171 18 If 
Captain Dimon, (suy,) - - = - = + 1,400 0 0 
Captain Smith, - - - - - += = = 1,288 18 2 


~ 1,330 0 0 


13,200 14 4 


‘ 
. 
. 
2 
. 


Captain Reed, (say,) 


Lawlul money, ~ is 
Billeting, say £100 por ‘Company, 





1 


' 
' 

om 
Ss 
cy 
° 
° 


. £14,200 14 4 
Brigadier-Genoral Woosren, 

8 Companies, say 21,300 cach, - ~- 

‘Billeting, say 2100 ench, - - - = ~ 


Colonel [inman’s Regiment, 
4 Companies unpaid, say, « - - = - 4,200 0 0 
Billoting, say £100, - - - - ~ +» 400 0 0 


£30,000 14 4 
10,000 4 9% 

£40,000 18 14 

Jonaruan Trouwmune, Jn. 


Paynaster-General, Northern Department, 
Albany, February 17, 1776, 


£10,400 0 
800 0 


fy 


_Retuced to New-York currency, ~ 
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JONN BIGELOW LO COVERNOUR TRUMBULL, 
Thu tford, Fobraary 20, 1776. 

Si: { have been down as far us Iladdam, but énaanot 
inlist any men. ‘Lhero are upwards of threo hundred gone 
from Weathersfield, Rocky-Lill, &e. Middletown and 
Tladdam ave likewiso drained, ‘Tho men we mostly gono 
from the West Division and Mast-Ller¢ford. There js 
a number left on this side tho river, but they cannot be 
persuaded to enter into the serviee. Ubave spared no puing 
in endeavouring to raise a company, but have inlisted but 
four nen. "Tho matter suems now to the poople, and they 
want to be informed what wages a Sergeant, Corporal, &., 
aro to have, 

I havo received a letter from My. Strong, in which he 
gives but little encouragement, as their people aro already 
cngaged, I shall try to-day at Windsor, 

1am your Lonour’s most humble servant, 

Joun Brarntow. 


To tho Wonourable Jonathan Truandull, Esq. 
n 


TO ELBRIDGR GERRY, 
Tobruary 20, 1776, 

Pray, Sir, will it not bo extremely dificult for us to hold 
on with our defence, and support all our inhabitants with 
out trade? Will people who bave been bred and aceus 
tomed to trade till they have arrived at men’s and wonten’s 
estato ever get into avy other business? Be sure thoy 
nover will ba dexteroud at any other; nor contented 5 nay, 
they will be a weight on the community, and avery beay 
ono, too. But, if we resolve on independence, what will 
hinder but that we may instantly commence a trade, nat 
only with Molland, lrance, aud Spin, but with all the 
world, as tho Government of the new independent state 
shall pormit? ‘Then wo shall have done with the unma- 
nageable plans and chimeras of non-importation agreements 
which, with von-consumption agreements, never were and 
never will bo kept, and tend inexprossibly to debauch and 
wiekedize 9 people, by menns of the irresistible tamptation 
which trading people will always bo under to violato the 
general agreements, not only for tho sako of profits, but 
really for any reputabla subsistence; whereas, the instant 
you resolvoeon independence, and give lenve to wade, your 
trading people will immediately fly to it, whatever risks 
and hazards thero may be of losing; and, indeed, the 
greatest part will scape. 

Pray consider this matter, with regard to Canada, and 
the Dutch of New-York. Will thay over join with us 
heartily, who, in order to it, must sacrifice th 


MAJOR HAWLLY 


hair trado, to 
which they are so much addicted, and whereby they have 
always made good profits, and expose themselves to want 
and begaury ? Whoreas, the moment that we resalve on 
independence, trado will bo freo for them—for the one to 
France and the other to Folland ; to which they ulways 
inclined, and would heretofore go at almost ag grat risks 
as they will thon at first run; then we shall have dena with 
our impracticable associations for non-consumption, the 
source of infinite feuds and animosity. 

Independenco, in short, ig tho only way to union and 
harmony, to vigour and despatch in business ; our eye will 
he single, and our whole body full of tight; any thing short 
of it will, as appears to me, be our destruction, infallible 
dostruction, and that speedily, Amen, # 

Josern Hawnby. 
To Mr. Gerry. 








MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL, 


. Wednosday, Noyvombor 29, 1776, 
Prosant in Council: onournbles Waltor Spoonor, Josoph Gerrish, 
Jolin Wheteomb, Bonjamin Lincoln, Josoph Palmor, Saninel Holton, 
Mosca Gill, John ‘Taylor, Benjamin Whito, Usquires, 
Colonel Bowers onme up with 1 mossago from the TIouse, 
to inform tho Board that the Honso had now a quorum of 
Members, and wero procooding to business, . 


The Committeo of both Houses, appointed to take into 
consideration the Letter of his Excellency Gonoral Wash- 
ington, dated November 29th, 1775, to the General Court, 
Feport, as their opinion, that a Committee be immediately 


Appointed to wait on him, and with the Genéral Officers, to 


devise some method whereby the deficiency in the Army, 
which may be caused by the Connecticut Forces loaving 
tho service, and tho furloughs granted to the part of the 
Foreos inlisted for the next year, can be supplied, and make 
report. 

And wherens, his Fxcollency, in tho Inst paragraph of 
the snme letter, mentions that he cannot holp observing, 
as his opinion, that our paying our mon by tho Iunay, and 
not by the calendar months, will throw tho rest of tho 
Army into disorder; wo. also report, that a Committed*ya 
Appointed to draft a letter to his Excellency, in answer to 
the said paragraph of his letter, showing the reasons of our 
conduct in thus paying our men: that it is not an innova- 
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tion; and that wo hear it with concern, that while we 
are ‘doing justice to our men, by complying with our 
contract with them, that it should produce disorders in the 
Amy. , 
In Council: Read, and accepted ; and thereupon 
Resolucd, That Joseph Palmer, Esq., with such as the 

honourable House shall join, be a Conimittec to wait upon 
his Excellency General /Pashingion, and, with the other 
General Officers, to devise some method whereby the de- 
ficiency in the Army, which may be caused by the Con- 
necticut Forces leaving the service, and the fiwloughs grant- 
ed to part of the Forces inlisted for the next year, can be 
supplied, and make report. Also, that Benjamin Lincoln, 
Esq,, with such as the honourable House shall join, be a 
Committee to draft a Letter to his Excellency General 
Washington, in answer to the Jast paragraph in his said 
Letter, showing the reasons of this Colony’s paying their 
men by the lunar months. And the Speaker and Colonel 
Bowers are joined on the Committee to wait on his Excel- 
Jency General Washington, with the other General Officers ; 
and Colonel Orné and Mr, Gerry ave joined on the Com- 
mittee to report a Letter to his Excellcucy the General, 
in answer to the last paragraph in his Letter. 
. Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning, 


Thursday, November 30, 1776. 
Preaont in Councils Wonourablea Waltor Spoonor, Jowph Gorrish, 

John Whotsomb, Bonjamin Lincoln, Michael Faloy, Joseph Pat 

mor, Samuol Holton, Moros Gill, John ‘Laylor, Bonjamin White, 

John Winthrop, Esquires, 

Resolve of the House, appointing a Committec of both 
Mouses, to take into consideration several Resolutions of tho 
Continental Congress, transmitted to the Spouker of the 
House, from the President of the Continental Congress, 
read, and coneurred ; and Walter Spooner aud John Min- 
throp, Esquires, are joined. 

Adjourned to to-morrow morning, nine o’clock, 


Friday, Docomber 1, 1775, 

Prosont in Council: Lononrables Walter Spooner, John Winthrop, Jo. 

ssoph Gorrish, John Whetcomb, Benjamin Lincoln, Michael Farloy, 

Tosnph ‘Palmer, Samual Holton, Moses Gill, John ‘Taylor, Benjamin 

Whito, Zsquires, ‘ 

Report of the Committee of both Houses,*appoinied to 
confer with tho General Oflicers, respecting reinforemg the 
Aimy, until the new Army is complete. Read, and ac- 
cepted. Sent down for concurrence. Came up ; concur- 
rod by the House; and Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Mr, 
Plympton, and Captain Carpenter, with such as the hon- 
owrable Board shall join, be a Commities to proportion 
three thousand and eight men among the Regiments, in the 
Countios therein mentioned. . 

Rend, and concurred, and John Whetcomb and Benja- 
min Lincoln, Esquires, are joined. 

Order of the House, to appoint a Committee of both 
Tlouses, to confer with his Excellency General Mashing- 
zon, relative to depriving the enemy of the advantages they 
receive from Cape-Cod Harbour, Read, and concurred, 
sand Malter Spooner, Esq,, is joined. 

_ Order of the House, to appoint a Commitiee of both 
Houses, to tnke inte consideration a Letter from the Hon- 
ourable James Olds, Esq., relative to the enemy’s being 
supplied from Nantucked and Martha’s Vineyard. 
~ “Read, and concurred, and Benjamin Lincols and Sam- 
uel Holten, Esquires, are joined. 

, A Letter from General Frye, relative to the Military 
Forees in the County of Cumberland, under his command, 
Read, and sent down, Came up with an order of the 
House thereon, appointing Mr, Gerry, Colonel Sayer, 
Colonel Barret, with such as the honourable Board shall 

* TO TI RONOUTLABLE PRESIDENT OF TIE COUNCIT, 

Sin: I muat pray your Honour to nequaint the Council that, though 
{ would gladly continus to oftictato ns Chaplain, yot, considering tho 

> dificultios that tho wintor senson will Iny mo under, and tho additional 
attyica necessarily falling upon mo Lhvoogh tho destitute condition of 
tho Jato Reverond Mr. Adams's peoplo, I find inyself incapable of on. 

{ettaining the hopo of petforming tho datys and must, thojefors, hum. 

ray the honourable Council to excuso my continuing Chaplain, 
2 our Honour's humblo sorvant, * Wituian Gorvos, 
November 29, 1775. ‘ 


In Counem, November 29,1775; Read, and ordered to bo ontored 
-on the files of Council. Penez Monron, Deputy Secretary, 
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join, to be a Committee to take the same into consideration, 
and report, 
. Read, and concurred, and Joseph Gerrish and John 
Whetcomb, Esquires, ave joined. ‘ 
Ordered, That Walter Spooner and Beryamin Lincoli, 
Esquires, with such as the honourable House shall join, be 
a Commitice to take into consideration the state and cir 
cumstances of the Sea-Coast, and report whether, in their 
opinion, the whole, or any part of the men stationed for the 
defence thereof, cnn, with safety, be discharged ; if any can 
be, in what part of the Colony. 
Saturday, December 2, 1775, 


Prosont in Council: Honourables Walter Spooner, John Winthrop, Jo- 
soph Gorrish, John Whotcomb, Benjamin Lincoln, Michaol Farlay, 
Joseph Palmer, Samuot [Lolton Myses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin, 
White, Esquires, 


Adjourned to nine o'clock, Monday morning. 

Monday, Decombor 4, 1775, 
Prosent in Council: Honourables Josoph Gorrish, Eldad Taylor, Bone 
jamin Lincola, Charles Chuuney, Michael Failoy Josoph Palmor, 

Samuol Tolton, John Tuylor, Bonjamin White, Juboz Fisher, Ea. 

quites. 

A Letter from Robert IZ, Uarrison, Wsq,, Aid-de-camp 
to his Excellency General Vashiigton, giving information 
that a number of persons were to be sent out of Boston b 
the enemy this day, infected with the small-pox, Read, 
and sent down, 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, it is neces- 
sary that a number of men should be immediately ruised, 
agreeable to a Resolve of this Court, of yesterday, and as 
it appears to this Court, that the men stationed upon the 
Son-Coast in the Towns of Newbury, Ipswich, Dartmouth, 
Rochester, and Wareham, may, without inconveniency, bo 
spared from any further service in guarding tho Sen-Coasts 
in those towns, : 

Therefore, Resolved, That the men stationed on,the Sea- 
Coasts in the Towns of Newbury, Ipswich, Da) mouth, 
Rochester, and Wareham, be, and they hereby sare,’ dis- 
missed from the service aforesaid, from and after the 5th 
day of December instant, and that no further pay or allow- 
ance be made them for the service afler that time, 


In the House of Representatives: Whorens, by a re- 
solve of this Court, passed on the Ist of December instant, 
the Commanding Officer in the ‘Town of Lincoln was di- 
rected forthwith to assemble the Militia of that town,ond 
cause the number of thirteen men to bo inlisted to foln the 
American Army 5 : 

And wherens, by a laté Fsolve, the Inhabitants of the 
said town are directed to supply a certain quantity of wood 
for the use of said Army, which renders it inconvenient 
that any men should be taken from said town at this time, 

Resolved, That the Commanding Officer of the Town 
of Lincoln be, and hereby is excused, from assembling the 
Militia, and inlisting any men to join the Amertcan Army 
as aforesaid, the aforesaid resolve notwithstanding. 1 

Fu Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to nine o’clock, to-morrow morning. 

f Tuosday, Decomber 5, 1775, ' 
Present in Counsit : Honourables Waltor Spoonor, John Winthrop, Jo. 
seph Goitish, Uldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauney, 

Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Sumuol Holton, Jaboz Fisher, Joly 

Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquirea. ‘ } 

Ordered, That John Winthrop and Benjamin Dincotnys , 

+ Esqrs., be a Committee to draft the Letter ta the Confinen-' 
tal Congress, representing to them the reasons of this Co- 
lony’s paying their Soldiers by lunar, and not by calendar 
months, : 

Their Report read and accepted, and ordered to be sign- 
ed by the President, in the name, and by order of the Ge~ 
noral Court, and forwarded to the Delegates of this Colony 
in American Congress, to be by them communicated. % 

Sent down for concurrence. Came up concurred, tnd 
forwarded. : toa gh te 

In Council; Ordered, That Hatter Spooner, Gives 
Chauncy, and Joseph Palmer, Esquires, with.such ts (he 
honourable House shall join, be a Committee tp: take into 
consideration the circumstances, of.thes Sea-Ports of this 
Colony, and where it will be. necessary to keep Forges. 
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during the winter season ; and to wait on his Excollency 
General (Fashington, and represent to him the oxposed 
situation of such place or places as they may judge neces~ 
sary to be guarded, and to request his protection of them ; 
aud make 1oport. 

* Sent down for conenrranco, Camo up concurred, and 
Mr, Sullivan, Colonel Orne, Colonel Lovell, and Captain 
Tobey, ave joined on tho pat of the House, 


Adjourned to nine o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


Wednosday, December 6, 1775, 
Progont in Council: Wonourables William Saver, Walter Spooner, John 

Wintinop, Josoph Gorriall, Jodedimh Foster, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin 

Lincoln, John Whotcomb, Charles Chauncy, Michacl Farley, Jo. 

saph Palmor, Samuol Helton, Jabos Fisher, Moses Gill, John ‘Taylor, 

Bonjainin White, Esquires. 

A Letter from his Honour Jonathan Trumbull, Bsq., 
Goveinour of Connecticut, relative to the fraud of persons 
supplying the cnomy with Provisions, by way of Nantucket. 

Rend, and Ordered, ‘Uhat Jolin Winthrop and Charles 
Chauncy, Esqrs., with such as the honourable Louse shal! 
join, be a Committee to take the said Letter, and Papers 
enclosed, under consideration, and report. 

Sent down for concurrence. 


Two Letteis from his Excellency General Washington, 

on the critical situation of the Army. 
« Rend, and Ordered, 'Vhat Walter Spooner, John Win- 
throp, and Joseph Palmer, Vsquires, with such as tho 
honourable House shall join, be a Committee to wait on his 
Excolloncy General Vashington, immediately, to confer 
with him on tho subject-matter of the foregoing Letters, 
and doviso some ways and moans of casing the diMcultios 
thoyein suggested, . 

Sent down for concurrence. Came up concurred, and 
Mr. Sullivan, Captain Batchelder, Mr. Cushing, and Colo- 
nel Orne, Esquires, ave joined on the part of the Mouse. 

Jn Council: Ordered, That Benjamin Lincoln, Esquire, 
with stich as tho honourable House shall join, be a Com- 
mittee to consider what may be necessary to be done rela- 
tivo to tho expense arising by the Prisoners taken by pri- 
vate adventurers, and report. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

. » Petition of the Selectinen of Boxford, humbly showeth: 
Jn consequence of a request fiom the Committee of Salety 
of the Town of Gloucester, to tho Selectmen and Commit- 
tea of Safety of this town, in which they desired a num- 
her of men might be sent to thoir assistance, with provi- 
sions and other necessaries, for a short time, as they wera 
apprehensive of an immediate attack by sou fiom our inve- 
tarate enemies: 

“Accordingly wo havo vaisod and sent to thoi assistance 
sixteon men, including suitable officors, with provision, &e., 
suitable for fourteen days, and at tho end of the snid four- 
teen days wo roceived another roquost from the Sclectmon 
and Committee of Safely of said town, desiring us to con- 
tinue the said men with them somo timo longer, or send 
others in thojr stead ; we hava, therefore, raised ton other 
mon, including a suitablo oflicer, and sent them, with pro- 
vision, &c., for fourteen days more, which terms thoy haya 
stospectively sorved out at said Gloucester. 

Tho charge we have beon atin sending and providing 
provision for the above-mentioned twenty-six men, for four- 
teen clays, amounts to fifteen pounds twelve shillings, which 
charge, together with such wages as the honourable Court 

s,Shall thinle adequate to their services, as wo in duty bound 
“shall ever pray.” . 

Th the House of Representatives: Resolved, That the 
Receiver-General be, and he is hereby directed to pay to 
Atron Wood, Eesq., thirty-nine Pounds seven Shillings, to 
be by him ape for the payment of one Sergeant and 
twenty-five Privates, for their sorvico as soldiers at Glou- 
cester, vin: the Sergeant’ one month, and the men half 
month each; and, also, for tho billoting, &e., of tho said 
soldiers, 

In Council; Read, nnd conourred. ¢ 


Jn Council: Ordered, That Walter Spooner, Charles 
Chaney, and Joseph Palmer, Ysquires, ane such as the 
honotiable House shall join, be a Committeo to wait on 
his Excellency General Washington, aod represent to bim 
she circumstances of tho four Companies now doing daty 
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at Braintree, Weymouth, and Tlingham, as to when they 
wero inlisted, and by whoso order, from whom they have 
received their orders from time to time, and in what service 
they have been cmployod. ‘Chat they wero considered by 
this Colony, when raised, as part of the thirteon thousand six 
hundred men voted by us, and have always been so consi« 
deied; and desiro that his Excellency would ordey them 
to be paid by the Continent, as they were not inlisted, 
neither have they been employed for the special purpose 
of defending the sea-costs, as a number since have been, 

Sent down for concurrence. Came up concurred, and 
Mr, Pitts, My. Jewett, Mr. Hobart, and Mr, Story, are 
joined on the part of the [ouse. 

Petition of Thomas Livermore, Sergeant of the Sixty- 
Third Regiment, setting forth, * that he, with seven soldiers 
and nine sailors, being prisoners, and con(ined in jail in 
Ipswich, would acquaint your Lonours, that five of our 
number have been very sick, one of which men renmnins 
very ill, and has nothing to cover him in this inclement 
season but the clothes which he has now on his back, and 
those have remained on for three months, We are all ina 
bad situation for clothing, and our necessity obliges us to 
petition your Honours to grant us such relief as your Ho- 
nours shall think proper; and, as in duty bound, shall ¢ver 
pray?” 

: In the House of Representatives: Resolved, That the 
Selectmen of the Town of Ipswich be, and they horeby aye 
required and empowered, us soon as may be, to furnish 
each of tho seven Soldiors mentioned in said petition, with 
two Shirts, one Blanket, and a Cap; that they furnish each 
of the nino Sailors in suid jail, with ono Coat, Jacket, and a 
pair of Breeches, two Shirts, two pair of Stockings, a pair 
of Shocs, one Cap, and ono Dlankets and that the said 
Selectinen provide light Sacks, for the said sixteen priso- 
neis, and lay an account of their oxpensas before this Court 
for allowance and payment. , 
In Council: Read, and concurred, 


Adjourned to nine o’clock, to-morrow morning. 
Thuraday, bate vie 
Prosent in Counoll: Honomables William Soyor, Benjamin Groenleitf, 

Waltor Spooner, Culob Cushing, John Winthrop, Joseph Gorrish, 

John Whetcomb, Sedation Fost, James Prosoott, Kdad Taylor, 

Boujamin Lincoln, Chaylos Chaney, Michuol Parley, Joxoph Cal 

mor, Samuel Molton, Jaber Mishor, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benya 

nin Whito, Eequires, Pi 

Petition of Joseph Greenleaf, lato of Boston, in the 
County of Sufolk, humbly shows, * that your patitionor, 
with Doctor Jonathan King and Captain Phinaas Upham, 
both of Broolefield, in the County ot Worcester, with oon= 
siderable oxpenso, and close application and lnbour, have 
happily discovered the method of manufacturing copporas 
and alum, which’ they have the fullest assurance they can 
obtain, in sufficient quantitios, to supply this whole Colony 
at Jeast; and they humbly apprehend they can also manu- 
facturo oils of vitriol and sulphuy, spirits and balsam of gul- 
phur, and sundry other chomical matters of great jimportance 
to their country in this critical day. , And, rimiinniat ag the 
foregoing articles cannot be produced without great ox- 
pense for a proper apparatus, and wherens there will be no 
clonr profits for n considerable timo, your petitioner humbly 
prays, that an exclusive privilege of manufacturing in this 
Colony, the above-mentioned articles, for the term of ton 
years, may be granted him in conjunction with the abave 
named Jonathan King and Phineas Upham; and that they 
may havo their action against any person ox persons who 
shall venture to manufacture said articles duping said term 3 
and that your [Tonours would afford your petitioners and 
company such further encouragement as your Llonours, in 
your wisdom and goodness, may think proper, and your 
petitioner, as in duty bound, shail ever pray 

Tn the Louse of Representatives; Rend, and Ordered, 
That Colonel Orne ad Mr, Cushing, at Captain Stearns’s, 
with such as tho honourable Board shall join, bo a Com- 
miltoe to considor the within Petition, and report thereon. 

In Council: Read, and covourred, and MMilliam Sever 
and Joseph Palmer, Esquires, are joined. 

Tho Committee of both Houses, appointed to waiten 
Goneral Washington, to‘hold a conference with him, on the 
subject-mattor of his Letter of the Gth instant, bave waited 
on his Excellency, and held the proposed conference, and 


re 


1225 


beg leave to report the draft of a Letter to the General, to 
be signed by the President of the Board, enclosing an at- 
tested copy of the Resolve of this Court, mate on the Ist 
December, instant, to call a reinforcement of the Militia to 
his Excellency General Washington; and the Committee 
beg leave to sit again. 

‘Di Counetl : Read, and accepted. 

bythe Louse of Representatives: Read, and concurred, 

“Patition of Alecander Parrau, setting foith, “ that be was 
a Sergeant in Captain Nathanted /Varner’s company, in the 
Seventeenth Regiment of Foot, in the service of tho Uné- 
ted Colonies of North- América, commanded by Colonel 
Moses Little, and humbly showeth, tbat your petitioner 
received a wound in his right shoulder, in the late battle on 
Bunker-LHill, by which he has lost the use of his right 
arm; and having no way to suppart himself and family, 
but by his labour, and being rendered incapable of serving 
his country any fonger as a soldier, or supporting his family 
by labour, that he now stands in necd of immediate iclief; 

our petitioner, therefore, prays your [Tonours would take 
his distressed circumstances under consideration, and afford 
him such relief as in your wisdom you shall see meet; and 
your petitionor, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.” 

In the House of Representatives: Resolved, That there 
be paid out of tha publick Treasury of this Colony, to 
Alecander Parra, the sum of ten Pounds four Shillings, 
in full, for tho loss of his Gun, and for boading and nusing 
‘welye weeks, and carrying him to Gloucester, 

dn, Council: Road, and concuried, 

Petition of Nathaniel Iarmer, of Lexington, in tho 
County of Middlesex, Cordwainer, humbly showeth, “ that 
on the morning of the 19th of Apri} last, Si being one of 
the Minute-Men,) was fired upon by the Ministerial troops 

abiBentngton, and was wounded in his right arm, which 

fractured the bone to that degrec that sundry pieces of tha 
same have been taken out, by means of which your peti- 
tioner hath sufleied much pain as well as loss of time, and 
charge to the doctors, whose bills are herewith presented, 
and, in fine, is totally disabled from carrying on his business, 
by which he chiefly suppoited himself and family; where- 
foro he prays your [Tonours would take bis distressed case 
undar your wise consideration, and grant him such relief as 
in youravisdom shall soem meet; and your petitioner, as in 
duty bound, sliail ever pray.” 

In the House of Itcpresentatives: Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to 
Deacon Stone, for the use of Nathaniel Farmer, the sum 
of thirteon Pounds fifteen Shillings, in full, for his doctoring, 
nursing, and Joss of time, while confined with his wounds, 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Patition af George Reed, of Woburn, humbly showeth, 
that ho was in the skirmish at Concord, between the Mi- 
nisterial troops and tho Provincials, on the 19th of .dprid 
Inst, in which skirmish your petitioncr received a ball in 
his side, and was under the doctor’s care for near three 
months, unable to administer any thing to the support of 
his family by Inbour; wherefore your petitioner carnestly 
prays your Honours would take his case under your wise 
consideration, and grant him such relief as your wisdom 
and justice shall dictate.” 

» dh the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Ticasury of this Colony, to 
George Reed, the sum of eight Pounds nino Shillings, in 
full, for higsnursing, doctoring, and loss of time while con- 
fined with his wounds. 


aly Council: Read, and concurred. 4 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


Friday, Decembor 8, 1775, 
Pragont in Counoil { onourables Michaol Furloy, Josoph Palmor, Sam. 
nol Holton, Juez Fishor, Moacs Gill, John Taylor, Willem Sever, 
Benjamin Groonloaf, Walter Spooner, Culch Cushing, John Win. 
throp, Joseph Gorrigh, John Whotcomb, Jadedinh Foster, James 
Proacott, Wldad Taylor, Bonjamin Lincoln, Charles Chaunoy, Bon. 
op jamin Whito, Esquirce, 
ie ‘Captain Stone, of Framingham, caine a with a mes- 
sage from the House, informing the Board, that the House 
wad assigned next Wednesday, three o’clock, afternoan, to 
come to the choica of five Delegates to represent this Co- 
Jony in American Congress, for the ensuing year, by joint 
ballot, if agreeable to the honourable Board. 
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Samuel Holten, Esq., went down with a yerbal message 
to the House, informing them that the Board had agieedt 
to the foregoing proposal of the honourable House. 


dn Council: Resolved, That the Secretary be, and he 
hereby is directed forthwith to take, or procure to be taken, 
copies of all such Vouchers as the Committee, appointed 
by this Court, to prepare the accounts of charges and exe 
penses incurred by this Colony, in defence of American 
liberty, may think needful to transmit to the honourable 
the Continental Congress; and tlfat he carefully compate 
such copies with the originals, and attest the same, in order 
to their being lodged in the Secretary’s office; which co- 
pies, so attested, shall have all the validity and effect that 
the originals might or ought to have; and the Secretary is 
directed to consult with the said Committee, and be direct- 
ed by them with regard to the mode of taking said capies. 

In the House of Representatives: Read, and concurred, 


Petition of Joshua Davis, setting forth “ that your Honours 
were pleased to allow him the pay of Lieutenant-Colonel 
for the time he had, or should be in the service of this Co- 
lony. Having been in said service since the ist day of 
May \ast, and have not received as yet any pay, your pe- 
titioner begs your Honours would allow him such a part of 
his wages as your Honours think proper.” 

In the House of Representatives: Resolved, That thore 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to Col+ 
onel Joshua Davis, the sum of thirty-one Pounds four 
Shillings, it being the pay of a Lieutenant-Colonel in the 
service of this Colony, from the Ist day of May up to tho 
Ist day of August, which pay said Davis was allowed hy 
a resolve of this Court. 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred, 


Petition of Joseph Cornee, setting forth “ that on the 19th 
of April last, at the battle of Lewington, was by the enemy 
wounded in the left arm, having the cords and arteries cut 
in such a mannet as to render his arm entirely usaless for 
more than three months, and has been at greatjeharge in 
surgery, nursing, and board; therefore prays youy 
may grant him such relief as you may think prapeRt? 

In the House of Representatives: Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury, to Joseph Carnee, 
the sum of twelve Pounds seven Shillings, in full, for his 
nursing, boarding, and doctoring, and time lost. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, 

Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


afl 
Saturday, Docombor'D, 1775, 
Prosont in Council: Honourablos William Sover, Bonjamin Greonloaf, 
John Woithrop, Caleb Cushing, Joseph Gorrish, John Whotcomb, 
Jodediah Foster, James Proscott, Eldnd Taylor, enjarnin LLncoln, 
Charles Chaunay, Michael Faidey, pose Palmor, Samuel Tolton, 
Inboz Fishor, Mosos Gill, John Taylor, Hsquiies, 

Petition of Francis Brown, of Levington, setting forth, 
that he was a Sorgeant in Captuin Parker's Company, of 
said town, who was fired upon by the Ministerial Army, 
on the 19th of April last, who, unfortunately, received a 
wound in his cheek, by a musket ball, which passed nearly 
through his neck, and afterwards extracted from the back 
of the same, by which moans he endured much pain, and 
lost about three months of his time. He hopes your Ho- 
nows will order the payment of his doctor's bill, which is 
three pounds two shillings, and such allowance for his time, 
nursing, &e., as your Honours may think proper.” 

In the House of Representatives: Resolved, Thatthere 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colonyysto ' 
Francis Brown, the sum of twelve Pounds two Shillings, ‘ 
in full, for his nursing, hoarding, and doctoring. 

Jn Council : Read, and concuired. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, by informa- 
tion to this Comt, there is great reason to apprehend that 
Edward Raud, Pewterer, of Newburyport, and brother of 
Doctor Laae Raud, of Boston, has carried on a criminal 
correspondence with his brother aforesaid, who is unfriendly 
to the cause of America; therefore, 

Resolved, That Captain Hpes forthwith rapair to Mr. 
Winthrop Gray, at Malden, or Point-Shirley, and inquire 
into the facts aforesaid in confidence ; and provided the said 
Gray sball confirm the same, that then the 'sajd Captain 
Epes forthwith repair to the Committee of Safety and Cor- 


‘respondence of Newburyport, with this resolve, Who are 
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hereby directed and empowered to cause the said Hdward 
Rand, Powtoror, to be immediataly pat under a sufliciant, 
guard, and bis papers secured, until the further order of 
this Court, 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred, 

The Committe of both [lonses, appointed to take into 
consideration and report on the Letter of Governour Zrum- 
bull yelative to the Inhabitants of Nantucket, have attonded 
that service, and beg leave to report by way of resolve. 

Wherens, representation has been mado to this Court, 
that supplies of Provision, more than are necessary for in- 
ternal consumption, and for such voyages as may bo pro- 
secuted consistent with the Resolves of Congiess and the 
General Assembly of this Colony, have been lately ship- 
ped fiom this and tho neighbouring Colonies for the Island 
of Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard, and there is great 
reason to suspect that the Inhabitants of the said Island of 
Nantucieet have bused the indulgenco of this Court, by 
supplying our enemies with such Provisions, &c., as were 
admitted to be transported to thom for their internal con- 
sumption only, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Corraspondenco for 

the Lown of Falmouth, in the County of Barnstable, be, 
and they hereby are directed forthwith to return to this 
Court a true copy, upon oath, of all permits which they 
have granted to the Inhabitants of Nantucket, or any other 
person, or persons, in their behalf, for obtaining Provisions 
rom tho Inhabitants of this and the neighbouring Colonies 
io supply said Inhabitants of Nantucket, and to suspend 
granting any permits in future to the said Inhabitants, or 
tiny person on thoir behalf, till the further order of this 
Court; and the Selectmen of the Lown of Sherburne, in 
the Island of Nantuciet, os, also, of each ‘own on Mar- 
tha’g Vineyard, are directed forthwith to make strict in- 
quiry into the importation of Provisions into their respective 
towns since tho 28th Sep/ember last, and of all Provisions 
now in said town, and to make returns thereof, on oath, 
to this Court, ag soon as may be; aud the Inhabitants of 
this Colony, and of tho other United Colonics, are desired 
to withhold further supplies of Provision, Fuel, or other 
necessaries, from said Island, until the further recommen- 
dation of this Court, : 

And the Printers of the Colonics aforesaid, aro respec- 
tively desired to cause this Resolve to bo inserted in choir 
Newspapor. 

In the House of Representatives: Read, and concurred, 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, Monday morning.* 


“*Wavenrown, December 9, 1775.—May iy peasy your Honours: I 
was, tho Inet ovoning, notified by tho Soerotary that your Honora hud 
appointod mo to tho ofles of w maritime Judgo, for the Cowrtios of 
Snfolle, Middlesex, and Baxex, und tho information was recelyod with 
gratitude and rospoat, more ospootally ag this fa a ropontod inxtango of 
your 1Tonours' bonovolonce towards mo. 

{Cho qualifications nocossary for this dopartinent aro auch, that I oan 
by no Monn preaumo to alain tom, and Hie appalutinent is considore 
oil tiv altogother arising from the candour of your Monows, rathor than 

vfrom the lonst dogroo of morlt in mysolf, nobwithslunding which, I 
should thine {6 un inoumbent duly to oboy the call of your nosh ho. 
nairublo body in this Colony, clootod at u time whon real mori gould 
only tuiso them to their cloyatod atattons, did it not mititute with pub. 
Hick concerns that uppoar to bo of aqually an tmportant natu, As thie 
ig tho ono, and upon maturo doliberation, I find wt impractionblo to fill 
tho place consistont with such piblick ongagomonts, Linust bog leave 
to ho dxouaed from nocopting tho appointmont, and fattor myself with 
tho hopes of your ITonons' approbution in thia moasurn, 

shall at oll timos taka plonauto in contending for the honour of 
the’Council of this Colony, as woll as in oxoiting mysnlf to oxocute 
thoir monnures, and, am, with the givatest rospoot, your Honowis! most 

“gbodiont and vory humble soi vant, Euerwee Genny. 


«To tho Tonourable the Council of tho Colony of Massachusclts-Bay. 


‘Iw Counesr, December 9, 1775; Rond, and Ordered, Lhint tho foro. 
going lot{or bo ontored on the files of Council, 
Punts Monon, Depuly Secretary. 


ultuanQuanrens, December 9, 1775,—Sin: Gonoial Washington do. 
_ Mipos you Will plouso to ordor all the Militia companivs, as they niyo at 
ifavlown, to march forthwith to Rowbiny, whore thoy aro lo revive 
‘ath oboy thd otdéis and dications of Major-General Wood, 
if am, sit, your most obudient, humble rovant, 
A Tlonatw Garea, Adjutant-Gena al. 
To tha Honownblo the President of tho Council, 


In Counoi, December 9, 1775; Road, and at tho deat i 

lonay Gonoial Washington, tho Militia compuntoa Wek wus abcd 

fo rupais to Lend-Quartors, on tho 10th instant, aud abl! pass Unouele 

Water tuwn, stro horeby fin thor diacted to iiarah forthwith bo Rozebi i 

whore thoy avo fo rosnive and obey tho oudars and directions of Maton 

Goneral Ward. And that Jonathan Biayn, Tete of Watertown be 

dxired fo notify tho soyeral compunies, ax they shull anive at Waters 
~ town, of Unie onder, Peng Moirox, Depity Socretury. 
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Monday, Docombor 11, 1775. 


Prvaont iu Couneil: Manourablos William Sover, Boujamia Grattan 
Walter Spooner, Caleb Cushing, Joseph Gorrish, Jolin Whotcomb, 
Jodudinh Poutor, Jumen Vrossott, Wdad Taylor, Bonjamin Lincoln, 
Chulos Chauncey, Josoph Pulmor, Samucl Tfolton, Jaboz Wishor, 
Mosos Gall, John ‘Taylor, Bonjanda White, Baquires, 

Petition of a number of the Inhabitants of the Town of 
Pownalborough, setting forth, “that thero is a differenge 
subsisting botween the Committee of Inspection for the Kast 
Parish aud the Committee of Correspondence of this Town, 
arising from the conduct of Adbiel Hood, who the Commit» 
teo of Inspection havo, as we think, justly published ds an 
enemy to this country, and the Committee of Correspond- 
euce lave endeavoured to malo the world believe he is a 
fiiend, by publishing hiny as such ; and as we have no rea- 
son to think the Committce of Inspection have done wrong, 
and the dispute, if continued, nay be of daugerous conse- 
quences, not only to tha town, but to the County, we 
humbly pray that your Honours would take the matter into 
consideration, and order tho said Mood to appear before 
the Court for trial, and the Cominittea of Inspection to 
produce their evidence against him, that he may be either 
acquitted or condemned, ant thereby this town may be 
restored to peace,” 

In the House of Representatives + Read, and thereupon 
Ordered, That Mr. Wood, Mr. Cushing, and Mr. Gardner, 
with such as the honourable Board shall join, be a Commit 
toe to consider the same, and report, 

In Council: Read, and concmrod, and John Laylor and 
Benjamin White, Esquires, are joined. 


The Committee of both Houses, appointed to considor 
the Petition of the Committee of Inspection for the Mast 
pat of the Town of Pownalberowrh, praying the Commit. 
tev of Correspondence of said town might bo called on to 
answer for their conduct relative to .Abted TYood and Jona 
than [Villiamson, and that they, tho said Hood and Wil. 
liamson, may be removed from that place to parent their 
deceiving the people; and the Petition of Roger Smith, 
and sixteen others, Inhabitants of said town, praying that 
suid Wood and Hilliamson may be brought*before this 
Court, and that the Committee of Inspection; the pe» 
tiioners, bo called upon to produco their evidences, that 
justice may be done, and ¢he town thereby restored to 
ponee; Your Committee, on the strictest oxamination, 
find this unhappy disputo run very high between tho par 
ties, and that many other persous in the County of Lin 
coln, aud, particularly in tho ‘Town of Pownalborough, avo 
interestad in the event, Said (ood also desives the liberty 
of producing some evidence to vintiente his character and 
conduct, whieh he, ut this time, is not possessed of, Thero- 
fore, that no unjust method may he taken, and that strict 
ani cqual justica may bo done, your Committae beg leave 
to report unanimously, by way of Resolve, vine that three 
Sustices from the County of Cumberland, vin Dunid Mit» 
chell, John Lewis, and Nathaniel Parvington, Esquires, 
or any two of them, be directed to repair to the "own of 
Pownalborough, frst notifying the Committee of Inspeas 
tion, on the Hast side of the Town of Pownalborough, 
Abiel Wood, Jonathan TWilliamson, and the Committeo of 
Correspondence for snid town, at least seven days belore- 
hand, of the tina, place, and intention of said meeting, by 
posting up a copy of said Petitions and this Order of Court 
thereon, at the Court-House, in said Pownalborough ; and 
the said Justices, or either of thom, summons all persons 
fo appear before thom, who shall be nametf to them, of 
either of them, by cither of the parties conoerned, as evi« 


+ dences in this unhappy dispute, and that the said Justices 


tako the several testimonics, seal them up, transmit them 
fo, and lodge thom in the Secretary’s Office by the first 
Lhesday in February next, and that the parties attend this 
Court, if they see causa, on the second Zeesday of the noxt 
session, for the determination of this Court thereon 3 and 
the cost of taking suid testimonies shall be paid ag the Ge« 
neval Gourt shall hereafier order; aud that the Seoretary 
be directed to furnish said Justices with an attested copy 
of said Petitions and this Order, forthwith. 

Jn Council; Read, and accepted. + 

Jn the House of Representatives: Regd, and non-edk 
curred, and ordered to bé recommitted. 

Ja Council: Read, and concurred, and ordered to be 
recammitied: -* a, ay 
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A Letter from Joke Hancock, Esquire, President of the 
American Congress, with enclosed Resolutions of Congress, 
portaining to this Colony. 

* In Councils Read, and sent down, 

. dn the House of Representatives; Read, and Ordered, 
That Mr. Gerry, Mr. Pitts, and Colonel Orne, with such 
as the honourable Board shall join, be a Committee to tuko 
into squidlemtion the enclosed Resolves, and eae 


Wn, Council: Read, and concurred, and sPéliiam Sever 


and Walter Spooner, Usquires, aro joined. 
» In the House of Representatives: Ordered, That Mr. 
Cooper, Mr. Pitis, and Colonel Lovell, with such as the 
honourable Board shall join, be a Committeo to take into 
consideration a Letter from Thomas Crafts, Jun.,* con- 
cerning the people lately brought from the Town of Bos- 
ton, of December 10, 1775. 

In. Council: Read, and concurred, and Mr. Chauney 
and Mr. fisher ave joined, 

Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning.t 


* Masnonn, December 10, 1775.—Sut: The small-pox has broke ont 
in two fumilica that cime out of Boston in tho first vessela. ‘Two pore 
sons havo it at Port Shirley, and ono at Malden. J thought it my 
duty to acquaint you of it, as soon as possibla, Bog you would lay it 
before tho Gonoral Court, that they may tnko the bost measures to pro. 
vont tho spreading of (hat distempor at this warming crisis of our pub. 
Nek affvits, As it is intpoasible ta get wood carried to Point Shirley, 
tho mooting-house (hore being of no sorvioo and rotten, if wo might not 
hava ordors to pull that down for thoir immedinte supply of firos, 

Tam, with great respect, your most obedient, humble acer yant, 

7 ‘Luomas Crarra, Jn, 
No tho Honourable William Cooper, Tisq, 


Camnnman, December 10, 1775.—Sin: I this momont reocivad from 
Mr, Lhomae Crafta tha lultor which you hava anelosad, from which it 
will appoar that somo of tho people who cums out of Boston wore in. 
footed with the small.pox, As this disorder, should it spread, may 
prove vory diatatrous and fatal to ow Army and the country around it, 
Eatould hope that you will havo such nevcaaary steps tnkon as will pro. 
vafititlio Infection being fmthor communicated, 

am, sir, your most obedient sorvant, Gnonoe Wasutnaron, 


Lo Uho Honourable Janes Otis, Esq., Prosidont of tho Council of Mas. 
anchuselis-Bay, 


Manory, December 10, 1775.—Sin: Tho small-pox has broke out 
in two fumiliog that camo aut of Boston in the first vessols, ‘Pwo por~ 
fiona have it at Poin Shirley, und one at Malden, think it my duty 
to nequaint you thereof, as soon as possible, Bog your Excellency 
would confer with th» Gonoral Court what mousures aro hest to be 
takon o movent tho spronding of this distompor at this ularming crisis 
of our publiot nffuirs. 

Tam, with groat rospnot, your Exoolloncy's mort ehadiont, humblo 
soryant, Tuomas Crarrs, Jn. 


To His Uxcolloney Gonural Washington. 


In Counoiz, December 11, 1775; Road, and Ordered, That tho So. 
oratury bo directed to writa to his Excelloncy General Washington, to 
Inform him of the ordor taken by the Gonoral Court on tho 7th instant, 
‘on tho matter suggested in the forogoing lottor, enclosing nn attested 
copy thocof, Pirnev Monron, Deputy Sect etury. 


Counon, Cramnnn, December 11, 1775,—Sin: At the roquost of tho 
Board, Tum to acquaint your Excolloncy, that in consequence of 1 lot. 
ter received, tho 4th inatunt, from your Excelloney’a Aid-do-camp, Re. 
bert IE, Tarvison, Bsq,, giving information of a ntunbor of poisons ont 
of Boston, who woro apprehended to bo infected with tho smallpox, 
tho wholo Comt lmmeiately took order thoroon, an uttestad copy 
whoroof is enclosed, "This, iho Board approhond, precludes tho noces. 
sity of laking any furthoy ordor on your Excolloncy’s lotter of this day. 
Xf your Tixeellenay ahauld think othorwisa, nud that thig ordor will nat 
complotoly removo tho ovil, on your Excollonoy's suggesting the dof. 
otonay, tho carliost ramody will bo applicd. 

In tho name and bohalf of tho Board, I am your Excelloncy’s most 
obodiont and vory humblo sorvant, W. Saver. 


To Hin Bxoollonsy Gonoral Washington, 


t+ Newnurvronr, December 8, 1775,—Tlanouarn Sin: Wo aro on. 
gaged in fixing out Captnin Peter Roberts, the benior, in a small sloop, 
for a privatoor, and havo to ask the favour of you Lo ngsist him in pro- 
curing a comriission for that purpose, na wo aro all protty muah ons 
gagad ia privatocra, owder vassals, recruits, &c., and cannot, with any 
convenionce, qume down, Ifyou will stand in with Captain Roberts, 
as bondsman, wo horaby ongage to stand between you and harm, ag 
though our names wore down insioad of yours, in tho bond, ’ 
Wo aro, air, respectfully, your very obediont sorvauts, 
Jonatuan Trrcomn, Moses Lirrur, 
Tristran Darton, Srernen & Rare Cross, 
Jacson, Tracy, & Tragy, 


lee 


To B, Greenleaf. 
P. 8. Tho sloop Game Cock, burdon about twonty tons, 


, In Counoit, December 11,1775 : Road, and Ordered, That tho within 
named Peier Roberta, be commissionated for the purposos within mon- 
tioned, on his giving bond, with ono sufficiont suroty, to the Colony 
Treasurer, for tho fuithful performance of hie duty Uhereing dgrooablo to 
tho act presoribing the came.  Paauz Monron, Deputy Secretary. 
of ms, 

Newnunyvronr, December 8,1775.—Sm: Tho neodful of this ie to 
bog the fuvour you will assist the bearer, Captnin Ofin Boardan, in 
golting @ commission for the schoonor Washington, as wo haye fitted 
hor for a privateor, In one you would bo bondsman for Captain Board. 
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Tuesday, Docembor 12, 1775, 
Presont in Council: Nonourables Wdllam Sayer, Donjamin Groonlen f, 

Walter Spooner, Cnleb Cushing, Josoph Gerrish, Jokn Whotsoml, 

Sodedinh Foster, James Preseott, Etdad Taylor, Chorlos Chauncy, 

Joseph Palmer, Samuol Lolten, Jubez Fisher, Moses Gull, John Tay- 

Jor, Bonjamin White, Esquites, 

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to take into 
considciation a Letter from Captain Thomas Crafts, hog 
leave to report the following Resolve : 

Whereas, it appens that the Inhabitants lately come aut 
of Boston to Point Shirley, are under dificult circumstan- 
cas for want of Fuel, and that two of said {nhabitants are 
now broke out with the Small-Pox: 

Resolved, That the Committee at said Point Shirley be, 
and they hereby are, directed to make use of any old do- 
cayed stores, barns, or fish-bouses, as fuel for the relief of 
the sick and disticssed, and if necessary, to take down any 
publick building there for the purpose aforesaid ; said Com- 
mittee to render an account of their proceedings to this 
Court. And they are further direeted to use their utmost 
endeavours to prevent the spreading of the small-pos, and 
make proper representation of the state of such persons as 
are pul under thei care, to this Court, whenever they find 
there is occasion therefor; and that Captain Foster and 
Captain Searl be a Committes to repair immediately 10 
Point Shirley, and cause such buildings, as may be thought 
necessary to be (nken down for fuel, to be appraised, and 
take any measures, and give any diections that shall ap- 
pear to thom necessary to aid the Committea now there ia 
procuring wood and in preventing the spreading of the 
small-pox. te : 

dn the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 


In the House of Representatives: Resolved, That it bo, 
and it is hereby, strongly recommended to the Committees 
of Correspondence and Safety of the Townof. . oes s 
and in case of a deficiency of both said Commitiges, to the 
Selectmen of said Town, that they cause to ba made to 
this Court, a true retoro of the number’ of men in ‘sttd. 
Town who are desirons of inlisting, and fit for: Marines on > , 
Seamen on board of armed vessels, sither in the payer Hey 
Continent, or of this Colony, or of private adveritufergy * 
who shall fit out said vessels; also, the names of the 
persons as are desirous of entering the service aforesnid; 
and are qualified for Commanders or other officers; like- 
wise, the Ships, Brigantines, Schooners or Sloops, in said 
Town, mulable for armed vessels, which are to be sold or 
hired out; to whom they respectively belong, what their 
tonnage, the depth of water they draw, their brendth, their 
decks, and what their age; and that said yetwn bo made 
agreeable to the schedule herewith sent them, and with- 
out delay lodged in the Secretary’s Office. 

Resolved, That the foregoing Resolve be printed, and 
sent to the several maritime Towns in this Colony, with a 
special direction to cach of said ‘Towns, by filling up the 
blank in the same, with the name of each Town to which 
it shall be sent. 

Resolved, That Colonel Thompson be 1 Committee to 
enuse the foregoing Resolves and the Schedule annexed, 
to be printed and sent to the ‘owns mentioned theroin. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, F 


Memorial of the Committees of Safety and Correspon- 
dence of the Town of Gloucester, “acknowledge, with gra- 
titude, the favour of a Committee from the honourable 


Court, agreeable to our request ; also, the receipt of two +“ 


four-pound cannon from Worcester, We beg leave fag 
ther to request, that if you think this harbour worthy 

4 defence, you would be pleased to grant ue further assist- ~ 
ance; as we have a number of redoubts without cannon, 
we pray you would order us four aine-pounders and two 
eighteens, with their implements, and a proper number of 
rounds for each. We pray, also, that Captains Bradbury, 
Saunders, and Hilliam Pearson, of this town, may be, 
aman, wo will, at all events, indomnify you. Your compliance with 


thls request will Jay us under tho alrongest obligations to you, 
Wo uro, with respect, your most tumble sorvante, 


a Tuossas Jones, Nataan Buopagty « 
Joun Srroxrry, Anyen Gresvepat ¢ 
Josue Marquann, : 


To the Honourablo Benjamin Greenleaf, Ezq, ; % 
In Govnert., December 11, 1775: Road, and Ordergd, That the said 
Ofin Boardman be commissionated for the purposes aforesaid, on, big 


ivi tof this Colony preseribing tho same 
lara sclera coe Monroe Depitly Secretory, 


‘ 
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{38h inlist a suitable number of men, ns artil- In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred 
SS aie wil ie that + ss ve owe may and Mr. Caldwell and Mv. Llopieins are joined. cae 


bo appointed a Field-Officer, to command the troops sta- Mr, Story came up with a message from the hovoura« 
tioned here, and the Militia, when necessary ; and, honour- Jo House, informing tho Board that the coming to the 
able sirs, wo are humbly of opinion, could wo have ono phojce of Delogates for the American Congress, which was 
hundred men sent, in addition to thoso already stationed assigned to this afternoon, is postponed to Mriday noxt, 
here, exclusive of artillerymen, or have liberty to inlist ten o’clock, A. M. 

thom where we can find them, on the same terms of the — Samuel Hollen, Esq., wont down with a message to the 
soi-const men, might be sufficient to make a good de- honourable House, to inform them that the Bourd had 
fence, otherwise wo fear what ay fato a a‘ Bat ue agreed to the foregoing proposal. 

leave the matter to the groat wisdom of the honourablo “J, she Touse of Representatives: Whorens, there ara 
Court, to act as they think fit, referring for particulArs | number of ce inthe several Towns in this Colony 
and the great importance of this port to tho genoral cause 119, have left Estates, both real and personal, and have Jelt 
wo ate now sugiged dn 10 at ie ts BI bAly no person to occupy the same, have taken refuge in Bos 
sent by the Court to view our sitvation, and shoul! only yon and elsewhere, and joined themselves to our inveterate 
add, that our necessity for somo speedy rolief must apolo- and unnatural icine theroby rendered themselves 
ge for troubling the honourable Court so often. Hut bi justly odious to all true friends of this country; ‘Therefore, 
night was brought into this harbour, . Grgnutines I Resolved, That the Selectmen and Committee of Cor- 
with ordnance stores, from Great Britain, by Capt. Manly, respondence in tho soveral towns where snoh Histates may 
of a privateor, of great value and consequence, We theres 5 found, be, and they hereby are, empawered to take into 
fore, now, stand in neod of instant assistance to dofend so va- thoi are all stich porsonal estate, and suffer no waste to 
lunble a cargo, as the enemy will endeavour to regain ite” b6 made thereon, and to sell or dispose of all such stock as 

In the House of Representatives : Considoring the im- cannot be kept on such Estes, by reason of the scarcity 
portance of the Harbour of Gloucester to this Colony, the Gr waders and to take caro of all the produce, and dispose 
exposednoss of the same to the enemy, it eppeurs neeessa~ oF thy sume to the bost advantage, wherever it may be 
ty that, in addition to the provision already made, that more found, on such Harms or Estntos, except such as wo’ int 
men should bo stationed thero to complete and defend tho proved for the immediate use of this Colony or Continent, 
fortifications already erected and ereoting: Therofore, and that the said Solectmen and Committees tuke care of 

Resolved, That thero be two Companies immediatly ay) such personal estate and produce as thoy shall not dis- 
raised; constating of fifty mon oach, including officors, upon Hoss of, and keep an account of theit doings therein, until 
the samo ostablishment as the foress raised for the defenco tng githoy orders of this Court, and lay their accounts, on 
of the sea-coasts ; ono Company of which to bo employed oath, before them, when required, that justice may hereat- 
to manage the artiflory ; and that suitable officers be com- ty Hy dono to tho publiok, as, also, to thoso individuals, 
missionated to raise and command the samo, The pba when duo inquiry can be made into thoir conduct; and 
Cotmpanigs (0 continua in said service till tha first clay Of hae My, F¥atson procure this to be printed in the soveral 
rake neXt, unless discharged before that time by order of nowspapors of this Colony. 
this Court. ils 1" ; 

And it is further Resolved, That 0 General Oliver bo Ay Cantacll oad ant concurred. a 
appointed to take tho command of tha forces stationed at Pp In the on 8 Aupreeniet ves : Hernioes, a in 
Gloucester, who shall ba ompowered to call in the noigh-  Pxdtam, Captain Parker, and My, Sing etary, be, anc ey 
Douring Militia, upon any emergency, as he shall judgo hereby are, appointed 7 Committeo lo paselae t much 
necessary, and discharge them again, as soon as the scr- lund, and such a part of the stream of water in tho own of 
vice will admit of tho same, and that tho above officers be St#fon, us may bo fully suficient for the orecting a Mill in 
chosen, by joint ballot, of the honourable Board and this tesuid Tow of Suséon, for the manufactuving Gunpowder, 
‘Housa, And it is further Resolved, That the Committeo alore- 

Ji Council : Road, and concurred. anid aro hereby authorized aud enipowored to purghaso tho 
, Adjourned to ten o'clock, to morrow morning.* remains of a Ganpowdor-Mill, in tho Town of Sudéon, with 

ae so much of the land and stroam adjoining the same ag may 

Wednowlay, Docombor 13, 1775. bo sullivient to preparo snid Mill for the manufacturing 

Prosont in Council: Honourable William Sovor, Bonjamin Groonloaf, Gunpowder; and the said Commitieo aro horoby empow- 
Walter Spooner Culob Cushing, Josoph Gorrlah, John Whotcomb, ored to employ such skilful persons ag manulicturarg, as 


Joludinh Foster, Sumes Prescott, Wldad Vaylor, Bonjamin Linooln, aot . ‘ H ‘ 
Chirlos Ghnuney, Miohaol Vatloy, Josoph Palinor, amined Holton} may bo eee #3 ee ie Cont and i. ne tho ae ol tho 
_ Sabor Kishor, Moaoe Gill, John ‘Taylor, Bonjumin Whito, Maquires,  ©XPenses thereof bofore this Court; and that tho said Com» 


“" In consequence of a Resolve passed the Goneral Court, Hee contract fora sum not oxceoding six hundred Pounds, 
Pecomber the 9th, 17775, respecting Ldward Mand, of this Jn Council « Read, and coneurrad, 

fown, the Committes divacted that ho ahould bo put undor Adjourned till ton o’clock, to-morrow morning, * 

guard, which was done immediately and his person secur ——« GouygoraCrranmnn, December 13, 1775: Simi LL npponra to tho 
ed; tho Commiltce then oxamined his papers, Opening Hoard, that ty a rocommondation to your Txcolloncy, dated tho Oat 
euch singly, and find none that bave any reforence to hig ay of October Inst, in favour of soyoral oflicora in Colonel Doolitile'y 


ee . ’ oh Rogiment, Mr, Jacob Miller was rocommonded to bo commuirsionatad 
political conduet, or that havo the most distant relation to ag ty Ensign, which appoars to havo hoon & elorical orror, who was 
i 


the charge in said Resolve. At the desire of Mr, Z2aud, he — ordorod to havo boon revommondod as Major of anid rogimont. Also, 
is sent to Watertown, and submitted to the direction of this in the sung Telbor, Atty hae ieaaeee eHoal san i nd 
« ? ss ee > fat colvg an Lnsign’s commission, lich Wao 060 a Glorical mistuicg, an 
Oe nat + Read Hb ethene tankt Pye should heve boon Nathaniel Conseas, Anothor person wns Todomne 
: ad, ani vdored, That Samuel Elolien, —monded ne 0 Captain, by tha namo of Abner Capron, which shoold hava 
Eisq., with such as the honourable House shall join, be a beon Ofiver Capron, Tho Council havo thought fit to mantion tq your 


: ror , Excellency tho above mistakos, and desire tiey may not aporate La the 
Committee to examine into the character and conduct of diendyantngo of tha porsons interested, 


the said Bdward Raud, touching the charge alleged against © Ta tho namo and by ordor of tho Cowell. W. Seven, 
hin, and make Teport. Yo His Bxocloncy Gonoral Washington. 


| # Pueaday Morning —May wv vivagn youn Loxours: Tho Soeretary oy, AY) 
i wae 1h ° onvon, December 4, 1775.—May ve rnnast! vour Honours; T grate. 
fg fest no iifarmod no that or enc hava thought ft to ap- fully neknuwledg ho honour you hnvo dono mo, by appointing Mie to 
ating the ae is ty lo try ti dustion of ta capture of veouela Me povatal ollicas within tho County of Bristal, shall ondowvour, b my 
tica of Sugoi Bd ie Pod Dos se a 6 biangitt into the Conn. conduot, to dosurve both your and the publick approbation, and do aie 
this morning’ "Your fewer’ and thut my unewar ia requested gaye you of my honrly attachmont to tho righta and Intovost af my 

popoletaene wii flonoura aly ‘gia hogan aay Hane for tha country, 
i j nm aamuranes that 1 havo no deposition to refuse jro your y Id ox 01 ti oni 

nu ofl hewoverbarardaue ot diftult, cha (8 jadgod voeowanry fo ypavara of fn Inlior Covel Wilh the mano Couniye, ne 
or wulyiao an ap aintments fet eins Ny ba fognakeo That tho,@ed of wladon moy diraat yon in tho dificult day, and that 
: ‘om Lam personally woll Inown, your ondeayaurs far tho publiok, good may bo cvawned with success, Is 


think mo qualified to di * 
Tite aa i petra! 8 n ‘, tho sincoro dosire aud prayor of your inost ‘obediont and bumble ger 
nay it p Your Monours, your Honours’ most oboitiont sor. vant, Guonay Leonann, Jie 


yant, ., Tino P, 

To the Honourablo tho Council of the Colony of MlussuchusetteeDoy, ‘Lo tho Honourable Council, * ‘ 

‘ 1x Court December 12, 1775 + Read, anil ordorod to ho ontorad on Ix Ganenat. Counutn, December 13,1778: Rond, and ordorod to ba 
the files o: Counell, Prnez Monton, Seoretary. ontored on the files of Council, Pens Monroy, Deg'y Seotyae- 
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Thursday, Dacumbor 14, 1775, 

*yosont in Council: Wonourables William Sover, Benjamin Groonlonf, 
Walter Spoonor, Caleb Cushing, John Winthrop, Josoph Gorrish, 
John Wheteumb, Jedediah Foator, Jnmos Pioxeott, Fda Tuylor, 
Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, Miehaol Failoy, Joroph Pale 
mor, Samuct Molten, Jaboz Hisher, Moses Gill, John ‘Taylor, Bon. 
jamin Whito, Esquires, 

The Cammitteo appointed by both Housos to prepare 
od bring in a Bill for raising and regulating a Militia in 
his Colony, beg leave to suggest the following heads of 
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by their Brigadier-General, and each company shall be 
mustered cight times a year, including regimental musters. 

Tho Militia, when drawn out to encampmént or batile, 
to bo under the same laws and regulations as are provided 
by the Continental Congress for the Army, except in capi- 
tal cases. 

When the Militia of any town, or any part of them, are 
drawn out to encampment or battle, the Selectmen of their 
town shal) cause carts to fellow them with one month’s 
provisions; and if'a camp shall be formed and a Commis- 
sary appointad, the remainder af said provisions shall be 
delivered to such Commissary on the account of the Co- 
lony, 

The Colonel of each regiment shall give his Captains, 
under his hand, in writing, the limits of their respective 
companies, the method of wustering, on all occasions, and 
their alarm posts. 

All fines arising by breach of duty, in not providing 
arms, &c., or disobedience on training days, to be recover- 
ed by common law, 

AMl fines, forfeitures, and punishments, for breach of duly 
in an alarm, to be settled by Cout-Martial, 

Officers to be obliged to learn the exercise recdmsmend- 
ed in Sixty-four, by the first day of March next, and to 
instruct their men therein on muster days, , 

No officer shall treat any of his men on muster-days, nor 
on tho day of choosing ofticers. 

Tho Solectmen of each town to furnish thosa persons 
who are unable {o furnish themselves therewith, with such 
arms and accoutrements as is directed by this act. : 

In Conneil: Read, and sent down. 

Jn the Ifouse of Representatives: Rend, and concurred. 


Jn Council; Ordered, That the Secretary be directed 
to take copies of all such Papers as were to be transmitted 
to Continental Congress, r 

Sent down for concurrence, Came upconcurred, — - 

Petition of a number of the Inbabitants of the westwardly 

5 : 
part of the Town of New/on, sotting forth: bites 
That your petitioners, and many others in said west; 


ey 


said Bill, to be considered by the Court: 

That there shall be, over the whole Militia of the Colo- 
ny, ‘three Major-Generals, to bo chosen by ballot of both 
Houses, and to be commissionated by the Council, or the 
major part of then. 

Chere shall be one Brigadier-General over the Militia 
of each County, where there are more than one regiment, 
in which case said regiment is to be annexed to some other 
ragiment, chosen and commissionated as is above provided, 
for the choosing and commissionating the Major-Generals, 

‘The Militia of each County shail be divided into regi- 
ments, and altered, from time to time, a3 may bo necessa- 
ry, by the Council, or the major part of them. 

Two Colonels and two Majors shall bo chosen and com- 
missioned over each regiment, in manner as is provided for 
the General Ofticers. 

Tho Kield-Officors, or the major part of them, shall 
divide their regiment into companies, to consist, as near as 
conveniently can be, of sixty-vight privates, No soldier to 
ho cartied into the company of another town without bis 
consent. When there shall be an equal division in the 
votes of the four icld-Officors, the Hirst Colonel shal) give 
the edi vote, = 

Tho Militia to be composed of males, from sixtean years 
git to fifty, with exceptions. 
™ Hach company to choose one Captain and two Lieute- 
nanis, by ballot, in the presence of one of tho Field-Omi- 
cers, who shall preside as Moderator; and the Council, or 
the major part of them, to commissionate those so chosen, 
on snid Field-Officers certifying such choice to the Secre- 
tary, 

‘The major part of the Field-Officers of each regiment wardly part, live at a great distance from the Old Meeting~ 
to appoint an Adjutant, who shall be commissioned by the House, (so called,) in said town, who, with their predeces- 
Council, or the major part of them, on his being recom- sors, had for many years past been put to extraordinary 
mended by the major part of said Fiekd-Olticcrs, difficulty in attending the publick worship,of God in said 

The major part of the Council may stay the commission house, especially in winter season, and they, with their 
of any General or Ficld-Qfticer, for the space of seven families, often detained therefrom by storms and bad tra- 
days, until they may lay any objections which may arise in velling; and in order that they might oftener, and with 
their minds against making out such commission, before more convenience, attend publick worship, they byilt a 
both Houses, for their consideration. And where there Mecting-House, at their own cost, more than eleven years 
shall he a petition to the Court, signed by a number of the ago, and supported preaching there in every winter since, 
Militia, against any Captain or Subattern that may be clio- and in private houses wany of the winters, for abaut thicty 
sen, the major part of tho Council may stay the commis- years before, which has been very burdensome ; and what 
sions of such persons, until the said petition is acted upon has added to their burden is, their being obliged to pay 
and determined. their proportionable part of the Ministerial taxes, which a 

The non-Commissioned Officers to be chosen by their number of families at the southerly part of the town have 
respective companies. been exempted from more than forty years past, who did 

Sach officer and private who is able, in the judgmentof not live so remote from said Old Meeting-House as agteat 
the Selectmen where they live, shall provide themselves number of your petitioners, which is canecived to be ‘a 
with one good musket, to the satisfaction of the commis- crucl hardship and deprivation of a privilege which they 
sioned officers of the company, with a steel ramrod, pri- have been compelled to allow to others. 
ming-wire, and brush fitted thereto, a bayonet, cutting.  “ Your petitioners, desirous that peace and unanimity 
sword, tomahawk, ot hatchet, a cartouch-box that will con- might continue in the town, have repeatedly applied to the 
iain twenty-three rounds of cartridges, six flints, with paw- other inhabitants for relief, humbly requesting that they 
der suflicient for sixty rounds of cartridges, thirty of which would bear a part of said burden; but the majority of them 
to be made” up, and sixty balls, and one knapsack and being so attached to their own interest, and regardless of 
blanket. the interest and welfare of your petitioners, that no help 

The Selectinen of each town shall provide, at their ? can be obtained, notwithstanding their enjoyment of greater 
tolvn’s expense, one sixteenth part so many narrow axes, privileges to enablo them, and their superior abilities, in 
one-cightl part so many iron spades or shovels, and one general, to bear publick charges. 
sixtgenth part so many pickaxes, as there are rateable polls “As there now remains no other means to obtain justice, 
in thelr town, and deposite the same with the commanding but by applying to this honourable Court, your petitioners, 
officers of their respective towns. therefore, most humbly pray, that your Elonours would bg 

Tho Clerk of cach company shall, twice every year, take pleased to encourage their enjoying that invaluable privifoge 
an exnet list thereo!, and present the same to his Captain, of having the Gospel dispensed to them at all seasons of the 
a copy whereof the Captain shall present to his Colonel yent, for the future, by ordering the said town of Ninédi 
and the Colonel shall deliver a return of (numbers to granta tax, yearly, fordefraying the charges ‘of pranching 
theygin contained twice a year to the Brigadicr-General, in the Mecting-House built by your petitioners, as aforesatd, 
wid the Brigadier-General shall retain the same once a inthe mouths of December, January, February, and Mareh, 
year to the Major-General, and the Major-General to the annually, or otherwise, as in your wisdom shail be thought, 
Council, Each regiment shall be reviewed twice a year most expedient.” oe 
Founri Sznes.—Vow. ty. 78 
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Jn Council: Read, and Ordered, That the Petitioners, 
as soon as may be, servo the Inhabilants of the Town of 
Newton with av attested copy of this Petition and Order, 
‘by loaving it with the Town-Clork of the said town, that 
they may show causa, if any they haya, on ‘Zvesday, tho 
26th current, why the prayer of said Petition should not be 
granted. : 

Jn the House of Representatives: Read, and non-con- 
curved and the consideration thereof referred to the next 
May session. 

in Council: Read, and concurred, and ordered to be 
roferred accordingly. 

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to examine 
into the character and conduct of Edward Raud, touching 
the charge alleged against him, have attended that service, 
and fally heard and examined Mr. Ravd touching the 
same; and have, also, heard Captain Jépes, who was ap- 
pointed by the Court to make inquiry into the aflair; and, 
also, ane of the Committee of Newburyporé, who has given 
us an account of Mr, Jeud’s character, in general, 

Therefore, your Committes bog leave to report, as their 
opinion, that there is no evidence suflicient to support the 
chargo alleged against said Ravd, and that, in general, his 
character stands fair, and that he be discharged without fur~ 
ther inquiry. 

dn Council: Read, aud accepted; and Ordered, That 
the said Raud be discharged without futher inquiry. 

In the Louse of Representatives: Read, and concurred. 


Petition of Llenezer Beal, setting forth: that he being 
of board ofa vessol fitted out at Machias, for the purpose 
of taking one of {is Majesty’s armed Cutters, which thoy 
engaged and toole on the 12th day of June last, in Ma- 
chias- River, in which cngagement your potitioncr was 
wounded by a ball ontering his hip, where it 1s now lodged, 
and renders your petitioner incapable of getting a fiveli- 
hood. He, therefore, prays your Honowis to take his caso 
into your consideration, and grant him such relief as your 
Honours may think proper’? 

In the House of Peprestniatieon? Resolved, That thas 
bo paid, out of tho Colony Lreasury, to dabenezer Beal, 
of Nackias, tho sum of sixteen Pounds, in fall, for his loss 
of time (six months) and his boarding, 

du Council: Read, aud concurred. 

Petition of Ebenezer Munroe, sotting forth: “that he 
belonged to Captain John Parker's Company, of Lexing- 
ton} was, on ibs 19th day of April last, wounded by the 
King’s troaps through the tight arm, which rendered him 
unuble to labour for more than six weeks, besides being 
at tho charge of board and of the Surgeon. ‘Therefore, 
prays your Honours would take his casa into your consider~ 
ation, smd afford him such relief as your Llonours may 
think proper.” 

In the Louse of Representatives: Resolved, ‘That thera 
ho paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to 
Ebenezer Munroe, the sum of four Pounds, in full, for 
boarding, Sn and doctoring. 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred, 


Adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow morning, 


Friday, Decombor 15, 1775. 
Present in Council: Tonourables William Sovor, Bonjumin Gieonleaf, 
Waller Spooner, Caleb Cushing, John Winthiop, Jedodinh Fostor, 
James Prosvolt, Eldad Taylor, John Whotcomb, Banjamin Lincoln, 
Charles Chauncy, Michael Furley, Josoph Palmor, Samuol [Holten, 
Jubvz Fishor, Moses Gill, John Jaylor, Benjamin White, squires.” 
Mr. Efopkins came up with a message fiom the House,” 
to inform the Board that the House wero ready to come to 
the choice of five Delegates, by joint ballot, to represent this 
Colony in American Congress. 
Agreeable to assignment, Mr. Palmer went down with 
a message to the Louse, (0 inform them that tho Board aro 
now ready to proceed to the choice of five elogates, by 
joint ballot, agreeable to the proposal of tho honourable 
House. e 
The Committee of both Touses, a pointed to sort tho 
Votes for five Delegates, to represent the Colony in Ame- 
rican Congress, reported that the number of votes were} 
On the part of the Board, =~ « - - ~ 17 
» On tho part of the House, - ~ - ~ «112 


Total, ~ - - ~ = » ~ 19g 
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Sixty-five makes a vota. 
The (lon. John Hancock, Esq., had - - 129 
* JIon. Samuel Adams, Msg... - - 124 
“ Yon, Join Adams, Esq. - - ~ 126 
“ Hon. Robert Dreat Pate, lisq., ~ 66 


And wero accordingly chosen. 


Mr. Story camo up with a messago from the Touse, to 
inform the Board that tho Delegatos now chosen were to 
remain in that oftica Gi Decemdécr uext, if agreeable to the 
Board. 

Mr. Spooner went down with a message to the THouso, 
to inform them that the Board agreed to the time limited 
by the Louse for commission of the Dolegates in American 
Congress, 

Mr. Story came up with a message from the Touse, to 
inform the Board that the Louse proposed to come to tho 
choice of Olicers to command at Gloucester, by joint ballot, 
at ten o'clock, to-morrow, if agreeable to the honourable 
Board. 

Jedediah Foster, Esq., went down with a message to the 
Tlouse, to inform them that the Board had agreed to the 
foregoing proposal of the honourable Mouse. 


Adjourned till ten o’clock, to-morrow morning.* 


Saturday, Doosmber 16, 1775, 
Proaont in Council: Honourables Witham Sevor, Banjamin Groonlanf, 

Waltor Speonor, Caleb Cushing, John Winthop, John Whotcomh, 

Jodedinh Fostor, Wldad ‘Taylor, Bonjamin Lincoln, Michnol Farley, 

Charloa Chauncy, Josoph Palmor, Sunol Tolton, Jabes Jiehor, 

Mosos Gill, John ‘Taylor, Bonjanin White, Meqniver, 

The Committee of hoth Houses appointed to taka into 
considoration sundry Resolves of the Continental Cane 
gress, red report, have attended that servieo ; and report 
on the Resolve of suid Congress, dated October the 26th, 
1775, as their opinion, that a Committee of both Touses 
be appointed to engage and fix out, with all possible des- 
pach, on the account and risk of this Colony, ten vessels, 
to be laden with as uch provision, horses, or any other 
praduco of this Colony, except hornad cattle, sheep, hogs, 
and poultry, as they may deent necessary; for tha impor~ 
tation of ammunition, sulphur, and saltpetre, arms, and 
German steel, for manufacturing sineanela &e.3 and that 
tho said Committee bo empowered to givo orders to the 
commander*of such vessel, to cxport the said cargo to 
the taivign West-Jndies, for the purposes aforesaid, All 
which is pa submitted, * 

dn Councils Rend, and sant down, 

Ju the House of Representatives: Read, and accepted, 

In Council: Read, and concurred 5 and, thereapon 

Resolved, ‘hat William Sever, Benjamin Greenlenf, 
and Moses Gill, Msquiros, with such ax tho honourable 
Housa shall join, boa Committee for the purposes nien- 
tioned in the ubayo Roport. 

In the Louse of Representatives: Read, and concuryod ; 
and the Speaker, Colonel Orne, Captain Josten, and Ma- 
ier coos ave joined to tho Committeo of the honourable 

oad, 


Mr. Batchelder came up with a message from the House, 


* Havunninn, December 1, 1775,—Sins Cam Informed by the De. 
pity Secratary’a lettor, that I have lat-ly boon appointed by tho ho. 
nourablo Connoll for this Colony a Justice of the Superior Court, 

T think Lam truly sansiblo ofthe gical and unexpected honour gon- 
forrod on, and tho gront truat roposod im mo by that appointment, ‘To 
continue in a private station would be much moro agrocable to in; 
natural bushfulness, yet, whon my country calls, it iemy duty, and 
think Jam heartily willing to oxert myself for its soryion, Jut con. 
sidoring the abilitics requisite fer, and the duties Incumbent on ono 
who sustaine that office, and tho dificultios attending n duo dischargo 
of thoso dutics at all times, and moro oApeoially al this soason, whon 
tho people havo foro long timo bon, i8 © gronl momo, Tova fram 
Govarnmont, 1 contosa I feel auch a difidonco that £ do not know 
whother f could support myself undor such abuden. Did my eapagity 
act mo foremost in tho Het of my countrymen, for Uho dischargo of that 
nocogaury and important office, I ought not to hurituce about undorta- 
king it.” But, whilo Tom certain there aro many whoso abilitles are 
fa much superior, F should, nt such a junoture av tia, rathos be an 
onary to my country than a filond, if [ wcaupted it, 

1 havo groat reason to roxpoot the honourablo Counoll, who have 
thonght mo in any moasure qualified for Nhat stations ‘and, waa Taupr. 
blo of Allfug it with that dignity wt this time requisite, should not, as 
IT now do, declino it, Would pray you, sir, to communiaate this in 
suuh way and mannor ag you think would bo most agreoable, 

Remain, sir, your vory reapsotful, humble gorvant, 

Narnamien Prague, Sergeant, 


To tho Honourable President of tha Council, 


In Cousot, December 15, 1775: Read, and ordored to ba ontorad on 
tho files of Council. Penuz Monron, Deputy Sedretary, 
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to inform the Board, that the House proposed to postpone 
tho choice of a General Officer, for the Town of Gloucester, 
till Tuesday, ten o’clock. 


A Letter from the Honourable James Otis, Esq., with 
papers accompanying it. 

dn Council: Read, and Ordered, That Walter Spooner 
and Moses Gill, Esquires, with such as the honourable 
House shail join, be a Committee to take the same into 
consideration, and report. 

In the House of Representatives: Read, and concurred, 
od Mr, Pitis, Mr, Story, and Colonel Freeman, are join- 
ed. 

A Letter from his Excellency General Washington, in- 
closing four resolves of Congress. 

In Council: Read, and committed to the Committee 
already appointed, to take the former pat of said resolves 
of Congress under consideration. 

A Letter from the Committee of Inspection of the 
Town of Dartmouth, vepresenting a clandestine conduct of 
Doctor Gelston, &c., supplying the enemy with Provisions 
from Nantucket. 

In Council: Read, and Ordered, That Walter Spooner 
and Moses Gull, Esqs., with such as the honourable House 
shall join, be a Committee to consider the same, and report. 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, Monday morning. 
Monday, Docombor 18, 1775, 
Progont in Counail; Honomablos William Sever, Bonjnmin Groen loaf, 
Waltor Spoonor, Cilob Cushing, Jododinh Fostor, Joseph Gorriah, 
Jolin Wheteomb, Jamos Preacott, Mdad ‘Taylor, Bonjamin Lincoln, 
Churfos Chauncy, Michal Farloy, Samual ITofton, ‘Jouoph Palmor, 
Tabor Misher, Musos Gill, John Laylor, Benjamin White, Eaquiros, 

The Committeo appointed by both Houses, to considor 
of sundry Depositions relative to the conduct of some of 
tho jalelitie of the Island of Nantucket, and make re- 
port thereon, have attended that business, and find there is 
great reason to suspect that some of said inhabitants have 
hud undue connection with some of the officers and sail- 
ois belonging to our enemy’s fleet; and, it having been 
made to appear to this Committee, by the depositions 
aforesaid, that a certain Doctor Samuel Gelston, of said 
Island, lias been guilty of many infamous practices, in sup- 
plying our said enemies with provision, &c., egntrary to the 
resolution of the Continental Conyress, the authority of 
this Court, and the known sense of the whole Continent ; 
therefore, beg leave to report by way of Resolve: 

Resolved, That Major Joseph Dimocie, of Falmouth, in 
the County of Barnstable, be, and he is hereby empower- 
ed and directed to repair to suid Islasd of Nantucket, with 
such assistance as he shall think suflicient, and apprehend 
said Samuel Gelston, and bring him before this Court, as 
goon as may be, that lo be dealt with according to the 
natuie of his high-handed offence ; and that he be, and is 
hereby enipowered and directed to command such aid and 
assistance as he may need, in order to apprehend said Gel- 
ston; and the Committee ask loave to sit again. 

dn Council: Read, and accepted; and the Committee 
ayo ordered to sit aguin. 

Inthe Louse of Representatives: Read, and concurred. 
Consented to by fifteen of the Council. 

Mr. Story came up with a message from the House, to 
propose to the Board, that as the House have some mat- 
ters of great importance coming before them to-morrow 
morning, thechoice of Officers, to command at Gloucester, 
be further postponed till Wednesday, ten o’clack. 

Joseph Palmer, Esq., went down to the House, to inform 
them, that the Board had agreed to the foregoing proposal 
‘of the House, 

Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow moining, 

Tuesday, Docombor 19, 1775, 


Progont in Council: onourables William Soyor, Bonjamin Groenleaf, 
Caleb Cushing, Jolin Winthop, Josoph Goritsh, John Whatcomb, 
Jodedinh Fostor, Jamas Proavott, Eldnd Taylor, Bonjamin Lincoln, 
Charlea Chauncy, Michaol Farloy, Josoph Palmor, Samuol [Lolten, 
Jnbex Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Banjamin White} Esquiros, 

_ Mihe Louse of Representatives: Ordered, That there 

he a Committee of both Housessappointed to draft a Pro- 

clamation, to be read at the opening of the Court of Ses- 
sions, to inculcate obedience ‘to the commands of the civil 


magistrate. 
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In Council: Read, and concurred, and Héliiam Sever 
and John Winthrop, Esquives, are joined. 

Whereas, the business assigned the Commiltee of both 
Houses, appointed to examine all the Muster-Rolls that shall 
be returned into the Secrotary’s Office is found to be in- 
convenient and too extensive for the attention of one Com- 
mittee; therefore, 

Resolved, ‘That the commission of the said Committee 
bo confined to the Muster-Rolls of the Army; and that 
Michael Farley, Esq., with such as the honourable House 
shall join, be a Cominittee to examine the several Muster- 
Rolls of the Sea-Coast Forces and Militia ; and as they shall 
pass them, to exhibit the same to the honourable Board in 
order for payment, ‘ 

Sent down for concurrence. Came up concurred by the 
honourable House with a Committee of three, joined on 
the part of the House. 

da Council: Read, and concurred, and Samuel LTolen, 
Esgq., is added to the above Committee. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


Wednosd ry, Docember 20, 1775, 
Prosont in Council: Honowables William Sovor, Bonjamin Greonleaf, 

Caleb Cushing, Joseph Gorish, Jolin Whotcomb, Jodedinh Foster, 

James Prescott, Bldad Taylor, Bonjamin Lincoln, Chailos Chaunay;, 

Michael Purley, Joseph Pulmor, $imuel Holton, Jubez Fishor, Mozos 

Gull, John Taylor, Bonjamin White, Esquires, 

Order of the House, discharging the Committeo ap- 
pointed to consider what part of the Sea-Coast ought to be 
garrisoned fiom that part of their duty, which directs them 
to confer with his Excellency General Washington thereon. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, 

Petition of Charles Chauncy, in behalf of Neal MeIn- 
tyer, of Portsmouth, sotting forth “ that the said Neal Me- 
Intyer’s father, of Boston, put on board the Sloop dd- 
vance, one Nehemiah Eastman, of Gearge’s, master, (and 
there hound when in Boston about two months’ since,) cer- 
tain valuable articles of house furviture, and some other 
necessaries, as per schedule may appear, is said father 
intended to come out of Boston, as soon as he might obtain 
a permit for that purpose, having applied for leave 4 num-~ 
ber of times without success. Now, may it please your 
Ilonours, the said Eastman being suspected of supplying 
our enemies at Boston, with waod, was stopped at George's 
by the Committee there; but, before ibe could come to 
any determination in regard to what was best to be done, 
a number of persons, who, it is said, are of the Committee 
of Frenchman’s Bay, came and carried her down there, by 
means of which, my two sisters, who also came out of Bos- 
ton, in said sloop, are deprived of every necessary, so that 
they are not able so much as to shift their linen ; am ap- 
prehensive they will not deliver them without orders from 
authority. Pray your Honours to grant such orders as 
may be necessary for the recovery of our goods. 

hh Council; Read, and Ordered, That Jabez Fisher, 
Esq., with such as the honourable House shall join, be a 
Committee to consider the foregoing Petition, and report. 

In the House of Representatives: Rend, and concurred, 
and Colonel Zhompson and Mr. Hopiins are joined, 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That Cap- 
tain William Johnson, of the Schooner Briifanta, be and 
he hereby is directod, forthwith to deliver Richard Devans, 
Esq., Commissary of the Colony, the nett proceeds of a 
cargo consigned him by order of the late Committee of Sup- 
plies, being, per his account, three hundred and sixty-four 
fire-arms, five hundred and twenty-nine and-a-half pounds 
of powder, (leward weight), two thousand flints, seventy- 
five pounds of ball, and twelve cutlasses, excepting so 
many of said articles, as per receipts, shall appear to have 
been delivered agreeable to the order of this Court. And 
he is further directed to adjust his accounts as soon as may 
be, with Colonel Orne and Mr. Gerry, a Committee ap- 
pointed for that purpose, Also, that he deliver twelye 
swivel-guns to the Committee of Safety of Newburyport, 
to bg improved by them in the defence of said town, wail 
the further order of this Court. is 

In Council + Read, and concurred. ra 

A Patition of Alicl Wood, of Pownalborough, humbly 
showeth, “ that your petitioner is accused of many ‘things. 
as inimical to his country, and the dauge of liberty, by 
the Committee of Pownulborough; and, the honowable: 


° 
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Court's Committea have ordered that depositions respecting 
the mater may be taken, and a Committee appointed to 
hear your petitioner’s defence, to which report the honour- 
uble Louse have non-concurred ; and prayed that your po- 
titloner may be secured for further trial, Your petitioner 
prays, that the honourable Court would appoint a Com- 
mittee to hear your petitioner’s defence, to do with him as 
in thelr great wisdom may see fit, on whose clemency and 
iiercy he desires wholly to rely, and male all the satisfac- 
tion in bis power, they shall roquire for every offence ho 
may bo guilty of. And as your petitioner is sensible, not- 
withstanding any imprudeuces he hath been guilty of, 
through inadvertency or peculiar circumstances, yet, your 
petitioner hath the good and interest of his country, and 
the cause of liberty, truly at heart, and wishes he may make 
it manifest to his country, by bis future conduct. Your 
petitionor further declares, he will not leave or depart the 
place without orders from the honourable Court, and prays 
no further orders may issue until ho hath an opportunity 
to make his defence, 

Jn Comeil: Road, and ordered to be committed to the 
Committee of both Houses, appointed to consider anow 
tho Petition of the Committee of Inspection for the Kast 
part of the ‘Town of Pownalborough, 

In the House of Representatives; Read, and concurred, 

dn the House of Representatives: Resolved, ‘That that 
part of the Resolution of this Court of the 2d December, 
mstant, providing that a General Officer be appointed to 
take the command of the Forces stationed at Gloucester, 
who shnll be empowered to eall in the neivhbouring Militia 
upon any emergency, a8 he shall judge necessary, and dis- 
charge them again as soon as the service will admit of the 
same, bo and it hereby is rondered null and void, 

Resolved, Vhata Vield-Ofticer, of the rank of Colonel, 
be appointed to take the command of the [orcas stationed 
at Gloucester, and of tho Militin that shall at any timo bo 
yaised for defence of tho same, unless some General Officer 
of this Colony shall bo present; and he is herehy empow- 

ered to order the commanding oflicer of the neighbouring 
Rogiment of Militia, upon any emergency, to repair with 
his regiment to the Town of Gloucester alorasnid, and co- 
operate with him in defending the same, so long as ho, the 
snid commanding oflicer of the Sea-Coust Forces, shall 
judgo it necussary; and, the Militia officors and soldiers, who 
shall ba raised as aforesaid, ave hereby directed to obey 
the said commanding ofticor of the Sca-Const Forces, ac- 
cordingly. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
oxpediency of making compensation to tho several Ofticers 
and Soldiers who were sufferers by loss of arms, accou- 
trements, or clothing, in the engagements on the 19th of 
April and 17th of June lost, and what shall be suflicient 
‘evidence to certify the samo, 

Tn tho House of Representatives: Resolved, That full 
compensation be made to such Captains, Subnlterns, non- 
Conmniasioned Officers, and Privates, who sustained loss of 
Arms, Accoutrements, or Clothing, on the 19th of April 
and 17th dune Inst, and that each Captain and Subaltern 
produce a certificate from the Colonel, or commanding ofli- 
cor of such Regiment, and that each non-commissioned 
officer and ae produce a certifieato from the Captain, 
or commanding oflicer of the company to which such dom- 
missioned officer, or private, did, or doth respectively bo- 
Jong; and that such certificate, with other circumstances 
concurring therewith, shall be admitted as plenary evi- 
denco; and, it is further provided, that any alhee legal, or 
satisfactory evidenca may be admitted, as time, place, or 
-diroumstances may require, to the satisfaction of the Com- 

miltee appointed by this Court, to consider such losses, and 
compensation shall be mado accordingly. This Resolve 
to be printed In the Watertown Nowspaper, 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred, 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


o 


‘Thursday, Decombor 91, 1775. 
Prosont in Council : Tonourables William Soyar, Bonjamin Groonk 
Caleb Cushing, John Winthiop, Joxeph Gorrish, J inet erent 
Jodadiah Poster, Jamos Proxoott, Hidad ‘Taylor, Benjamin Linvoln, 
‘Charles Chauncy, Michtel Farley, Jasoph almor, Samuel Tiolton, 
» dabew Fisher, Mosca Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires, 
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Memorial of Jacob Boardman, of Newburyport, seuing 
forth, that he, with several others, ave fitting out a vossel 
to somo part of Hurope, for tha purpose of procming guns 
powder, and other military stores; ond they have so far 
prepared for a voyago of this sort, a9 to have raised up- 
wards of two thousand pounds, lawful money, to be laid 
out for articles of that sort, Lesides a gum suflicient to pur- 
chaso a vessel to bring it in. Tf your Honours think fit to 
give them suitable encouragement, thoy will proceed with 
alacrity to accomplish their proposed plan. 

In the House of Representatives: Resolved, That the 
Vessel mentioned in the Memorial of Jacob Boardman, 
belonging to Newburyport, be permitted to proceed on a 
voyngo to any part of Murope, tho Dominions of Great 
Britain excepted, for the purpose of procuring Gunpowder, 
and other Military Stores, for the service of this Colony, 
provided tho owners of the Vessel enter into bonds, with 
sullicient sureties, in the sum of two thousand pounds, to 
be taken by the Committee of Safety of Newburyport, in 
the name of the ‘Treasury of this Golgny, that the said 
Vessel shall proceed upon said voyago, with all possible 
despatch, and bring nothing back, exeept Gunpowder and 
other Military Stores, and to land the same in some port 
of this Colony, Boston and Nantucket excepted ; and that 
the said Vessel shall prococd in ballast, without any other 
loading 5 and this Colony engages to tuke ull the Powder 
brought in said Vessel, giving for tho same at the rate of 
five shillings pov pound, the same being delivered to tho 
Commissary of this Colony. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, 

Jn Councils Wherens, it hath been represented to this 
Court, that his Excellency General ashington does not 
consider himself at liberty to farnish Guards for any of the 
sea-coasts in this Colony, saving what relates to the genoral 
defence ; and it appearing to this Court necessary, that 
certain posts should be guarded, for the security of the ine 
habitants, 

Therefore, Resolved, That Benjamin Lincoln, Wxquire, 
with such as tho honourable House shall join, be a Com 
milice to wait on his Mxeolleney, and desire him that he 
would inform this Court to what liniits he will extend his 
Guards, 

Inthe Toyse of Representatives: Read, and concurred, 
and Mr. Cushing and Mv. Speaker are joined to the Com 
mite of the honourable Bonyd, 


Petition of Samue? Brewer, setting forth,“ thaton the 5th 
day of May last, he was appointed by the ITonournble John 
Thomas, Esquire, Commander-in-chicl, then at Rowbury, 
tho Adjutant-General of tha Army, under his command, 
and aflerwards commissioned by the honourable Assembly 
of Congress as an Adjutant-Goneral of said Army, and did 
continue to do duty fill tho Ist of ugust last ; your me+ 
morialist, therefore, prays this honourable Court, to tako 
He onso into consiteration, and make an ostablishinent for 
him. 

In the Elouse of Representatives; Resolved, That the 
Treasurer of this Colony pay to Samuel Brewer, the sum 
of twenty-four Pounds seventeen Shillings one-and-a-half 
Pence, in full, for his services mentioned in his Petition, 

Jn Council: Read, and coneurred. 

In the House of Representatives: Ordered, That tho 
Petition of the Delegates of tho County of Cumberland, 
be committed to the Commiltee appointed {o consider a 
Letter from General Frye on the sama subject. 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred, 

Friday, Docembor 22, 1775, 
Prosont in Council: Honourables William Savor, Bonjamin Groonloah 
Club Cushing, Jolin Winthrop: Josiph Gorrigt, John Wheteomb, 
Jododiah Foster, Samos Proscott, Whtad ‘Taylor, Bonjamin Lincoln, 
Miohaol Farloy, Josoph Palmer, Samuel Holton, Jaber Fishor, Moyoa 

Gill, John ‘Laylor, Bonjamin White, Msquires, 

Memorial of LZannah Sewall, of Brooktine, setting forth, 
* that a vory considerable landed estate hath accrued to her, 
and her brother Samuel Seawall, heirs-at-law to their late 
brother Jlenry Sewadl, decensed, intostate, which estate re- 
mains wholly unsettled and undivided; and whereas) by 
virtua of a vote of this henourable Court, liberty hath been 
granted to cut wood from off tho estates of stich persons 
as have fled into Boston for rofuge, and thereby rendered 
themselves obnoxious to their country, and a Committee 
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appointed for the purpose of supplying the Army with 
wood ; and whereas, in consequence of said vote, a num- 
ber of persons have entered the wood lots of your memo- 
vialist, owned as aforesaid, and situated in Newfon, in the 
County of Middlesex, and cut from thence very consiter- 
able quantities of wood, to the great detriment of suid wood 
lot; and, wheroas, your memorialist hath already freely sup- 
pe the Army with a great quantity of wood, and is, and 
has bean always rendy to supply ber full proportion of wood 
for the supporting said Army; your memorialist, therefore, 
prays a Committee from both Houses may be appointed to 
make full inquiry into the truth of this memorial, and afford 
your memorialist relief adequate to her peculiar situation, 
and further prays, that orders be immediately given to the 
said Court’s Committee, to desist from cutting any more 
wood fiom said lots until the honourable Committee, that 
may be appointed for said inquiry, shall make report to 
this honourable Court. 

In the House of Representatives: Resolved, That the 
Committee appoiyted by this Court to provide Wood for the 
Continental Army, in this Colony, be immediately order- 
ed to desist from cutting any mote Wood on the land of the 
memorialist, till the further order of this Court. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 


An engrossed Bill, entitled, “An Act for assessing a Tax 
of seventy-five thousand Pounds, to defray the charges of 
this Colony,” having passed the House of Representatives, 
to be enacted, 

In Council: Read a second time, and passed a concur- 
rence, to be enactad, 


Mr, Story came up with a mossage from the Louse, to 
inform the Board that the House proposed to postpone the 
choice of Military Officers, till to-morrow, ten o’clock, if 
agrecable to the honourable Board. 

Mr. Fisher went down with a message to the [ouse, to 
inform them that the Board had agreed to the foregoing 
proposal of the House. 


In the House of Representatives: Ordered, That the 
Committee appointed to proce Hay for the Army, be 
directed to proceed immedintely to execute their commis- 
sion, and procure as much Flay as they can, (over and 
above what is specified in the resalve of this Couit,) agree- 
able to snid resolve, e 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 


Adjourned to ton o’clock; to-morrow morning. 


Saturday, Docombor 23, 1775, 
Progant in Counail: Tonourables William Sever, Bonjamin Gracnleaé, 
ob Cushing, John Winthop, Banjamin Chadbourn, Josaph Gor. 
righ, Jododiah Foster, Jamos Prescott, Btdad Taylor, Bonjanin Lin. 
coln, John Whotcomb, Michaol Furloy, Joseph Palmor, Samuol Hol. 

ton, Juhboz Fishor, Mosus Gill, John ‘Tayler, Bonjrmin Whito, a. 

quires, 

In the Tlouse of Representatives: Resolved, That a 
Resolution of this Court, that passed the Iouse on the 12th 
instant, directing Mr. Puna and others to erect a Pow- 
der-Mill at Stedéon, and repair another at Stoughion, be 
reconsidered, and that Captain Goodman attend Mr. Tho- 
mas Uarling to, Andover and Stoughton, to take a view 
ofa place in each of those towns, proposed for erecting a 
Powder-Mill, and report to this Court at which place said 
Mill may be erected with the greatest convenience and 
despatch, 

In Councd{: Read, and concurred, 

Memorial of Willium Huni, (Blank.) 


4 

dn Council: Resolved, That the former Committee of 
Inspection on the East part of the Town of Pownalboe 
tough, had sufliciont evidence to justify them for publish- 
ing Adiel Wood as a violator of the Continental Associa- 
tion, and that in many other instances he (the said Wood) 
appeared by his conduct to be an enemy to the liberties of 
this country, and the snid Committee deserve to be highly 
commended for so doing; and the Committee of Cories- 
pondenee of said town, who counteracted the doings of 
said Committee of Inspection, is very unjustifiable, as it 
engfiraged the said diel ood in his principles and prac- 
tices, So inimical to the rights and liberties of America. 

Further Resolued, That Abtel Hood shall be confined 
until he shall give bonds, with two good and sufficient sure- 
ties, to the Treasurer of this Colony, in the sum of one thou- 
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sand Pounds, the condition whereof shal] be, that he, the 
suid Adiel, will not, in any way, assist or correspond with 
any of the enemies of this country, and that be will be of 
good behaviour, and peaceable towards all, and more espe- 
cially towards the persons of the former Committee of In- 
spection for the east pait of the Town of Pownalborough ; 
and that he will at any time appear, and answer to ‘any 
coinplaint which may hereafier be made against him, when 
he shall be thereunto required by oder of this Court, and 
that he will abide their order thereon, 

dn the House of Representatives; Read, and concurred. 


Adjourned till ten o’clock, Monday morning. 


Monday, Docombor 25, 1775. 
Present in Council: Honourables William Sever, Benjamin Greenleaf, 

Caleb Cushing, Bonjamin Chadbourn, Joseph Goirish, Jedediah Jos. 

ter, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, 

Moses Gill, John ‘Taylor, Benjamin Whito, Esquircs. 

In the House of Representatives: Whereas, by a Re- 
solve passed in the House of Representatives on the 3d 
day of November last, and concurred by the Board on the 
4th day of the said month, it is ordered that Mr, Devans, 
Captain Thatcher, Mr. Checver, Colonel Thayer, Mr. 
Walker, My. Dicks, and Mr. Ells, should be a Commit- 
tec, who were directed to afford their utmost assistance and 
aid to the Quartermaster-General, that the Continental 
Army might be provided with a full supply of wood, until 
the further order of the Court; and, for the purpose of mare 
eflectually procuring (he same, they were empowered to 
enter the wood lots of such of our enemies as had fled into 
Boston, and, ater having the wood thereon growing ap- 
praised, to cause the same to be cut down and drawn to the 
camp; which Resolve, with one since passed for the sama 
purpose, has proved ineffectual, and it being of absolute 
necessity for tho preservation of the lives and property of 
the people of all America, that the said Army be supplied 
with necessary wood, it is, therefore, 

Resolved, ‘That Captain Vose, Mr. Guild, Mr. Stone, 
of Lexington, and My. W4thington, be added to the snid 
Committee, and that either three, or more, of said Com- 
mittee be, and they hereby are empowered, if Wood sutf- 
cient for said Army cannot bo piocured at a reasonable 
price without it, to enter the woodlands of any person, or 
persons, within this Colony, and, after appraising the Wood 
thereon standing and growing, to cause the stme to be cut 
down and carried to the camp, to supply said Army. And 
if any person, owner, or proprietor, of such woodJand, shall 
molest or hinder the said Committee, or any three of them, 
fiom acting in pursuance to this Resolve, the said Com- 
mittee, or the major part present, being not fess than three, 
are licichy ompawered to cause such person to be arrested 
and sent to this Court, to be dealt with according to the 
demerits of his contempt. And the said Committes is 
hereby directed to pay each person, whose Wood they sltalt 
cause to he cut down and canied away, the price the same 
shall be by them appraised at, and, also, to pay all axe- 
men which they shal! employ reasonable wages, and the 
owner of any team that they may employ reasonable 
wages for his team, \ 

In Council; Read, and cohaurrad, 

The Secretary, by order of the House, laid on the Spoak- 
cr’s table the Resolve to raise two Companies for the de- 
fence of Gloucester. 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


_ a 


Tuesday, Docembor 26, 1775, 
Present in Council: Jfonourablos William Soyer, Bonjamin Chadbourn, 

Joscph Gorrish, Jamos Proscott, Sudediah Foster, Eldad Taylor, 

Benjamin Lincoln, Joseph Palmer, Moses Gill, John Taylor,” Ee. 

quires, 

In the Tlouse of Representatives; Resolved, That the 
several Post-Riders (excepting Peter Mumford, already 
agreed with, at ten Pounds per quarter,) be paid for thei, 
service at the rate of twenty Shillings per annum, on oyery 
mil@ of their route, for those taken into the Contiiieital™ 
service, beginning the first of June, and ending the th of 
October last. The four that are dismissed from the ser- 
viee, excepting Isaac Colton, at the rate’ of twenly-five 
Shillings per annum, for every mile of their route, hegin- 
ning the first of June, and ending tho 5th instant, And. 
that Joseph Gtreenleaf, Esq., be, and he hereby is, directed 
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to pay to the Treasurer of this Colony all the tnoneys he 
hag received, or may receive, from the sevoral Post-Oftices 
in this Colony. : i 

And, as it appears that the incomes of the several Ofticas 
aye inadequate to the expense incurred by riding, thore- 
fore, further 

Resolved, ‘That the Receiver-General be, and hereby 
is, direoted to pay the several Post-Riders as followeth, in 
full, for services, viz: 

John Noble, from Cambridge to Portsmouth, sixty-five 
miles, twenty-one Pounds thirteen Shillings and four Pence, 

Josiah Barnard, from Portsmouth to Falmouth, filty- 
threo miles, seventeen Pounds thirteen Shillings and four 
Pence. 

Adams & Hide, from Cambridge to Springfield, cigh- 
ty-seven miles, twenty-nine Pounds, 

Peter Mumford, fram Cambridge to Provideace, forty- 
six miles, thirteen Pounds six Shillings and eight Pence. 

The above persons began to ride the first of June, und 
ended the th of October last, when they entored the Con- 
tinental service, 

Benjamin Epes, from Falmouth to Georgetown, forty- 
six miles, twenty-eight Pounds fifteen Shillings, 

‘Cadwalader Ford, Jun., from Cambridge to Eveter, 
forty-eight miles, thirty Pounds, 

Isaac Colton, from Springfield to Great-Barringion, 
forty-three miles, twenty-one Pounds ten Shillings. 

Howland § Goodwin, from Cambridge to Falmouth, 
cighty-ono miles, fifty Pounds twolve Shillings and six 
Ponce. 

And these four last ave dismissad from the service. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, 

Petition of the Selectmen of Rowley, (Blank.) 

Jn Council: Ordered, That there bo a Committee of 
hoth Houses appointed, to consider and bring in a Resolve, 
directing how the present emission of Bills of Credit shall 
be signed and numbered, and what allowance the signers 
and nunrberers shall have for their services, 

Sent down for concurrence, 

Jin the House of’ Representatives: Read, ant non-con- 
curred, 

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to wait on 
and represent to his Excellency General Washington tho 
circumstances of four Companies now doing duty in the 
towns of Braintree, Weymouth, and Hingham, setting 
forth by whose order they were raised, that they were 
then considered as part of the thirteen thousand six hun- 
dred men agreed to be inlisted by this Colony, where they 
have dono ety, &e., and to request that his Excallency 
would ordor them to be paid by the United Colonies, beg 
Jeave to reprosont, that, ng the propriaty of such an order 
depends upon various circumstances, and as many im- 
portant matters are constantly soliciting his Excellency’s 
Attontion, tho Committee report tho following stato of facts, 
to he laid before bim, so that he may be bettar enabled to 
answer the request of this Court, 

Upon application from the towns aforesnid, as, also, from 
those of Chelsea and Malden, on or nbout the Ist of May last, 
to the Committee of Safety of this Colony, who then had 
the direction of ruising and stationing the forces within the 
sama, praying that they would (ltom a consideration of the 
situation of said towns, and that the enemy could land in 
any of them from Boston harbour within an hour after they 
enter their boats, and in some parts in less than half an 
hour, and, also, that they could from thenco easily penc- 


trate into the country,) order a detachment froin tho camp ° 


asa guard, to bo stationed in those towns, 

The said Committee of Safety, with the Council of War, 
after fall inquiry and deliberation, determined that it was 
necessary that a party should be constantly stationed on 
the sea-coasts of these towns, to watch the motions of the 
enemy and prevent their landing. But, as no troops could 
well be spared at that time, from either of the camps of 
Cambridge or Roxbury, they direotod that there sheuld 
immediately be raised ono company in Zlingham, ono in 
Weymouth, and two in Braintree, (also, two in Chelsea 
and Malden,) and that these companies should be joined 
to such regiments, in future, as should be directed, 

Tho men were raised as ordered, and were then, and 
ever have been, considered as part of the, thirteen thou- 
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sand six hundved men to be raised by this Colony, 'They 
were so considered by the Goneral Officers, and have been 
employed in such services, place, and places, as the com= 
manding ofticor at Jtorbury bath, from time to time, direct. 
ed, as will appear by his orders to the several Captains of 
said companies, some copies of which accompany this re- 
presentation, 

A company from Rowbury was, as soon as the stato of 
that camp would admit of it, detached to tho assistance of 
these four companies, and upon their being ordered back, 
in August lust, two other companies also, part of the Con~ 
tinental Army, were sent to supply their place, and the 
place of a company drawn from Cohasse, a town adjoining 
to Lingham, 

When those four companies were raised, the Colony had 
it not in contemplation to raise men for the general de- 
fence of tho sea-coasis, and they have never been consi- 
dered by us in any other point of view, than as part of our 
quota for the common defence ; and being stationed far 
within the narrow limits of the harbour of Boston, his Ux- 
cellency will, undoubtedly, from all these considerations, 
grant the reasonable requast of this Court, and order theso 
forces to be paid by the United Colonies, 

Jn Council; Read, and accepted, and, thereupon, 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the Committee who were appointed to 
wait on bis Uxcellency General Washington, with a repro- 
sentation of tho state of the saitl Companies, be excused 
that part of their service, and that the Committee appoint 
au to wait on his Excellency, to request his informing this 
Court how far he will extend his Guards, and present him 
with the foregoing Report and Roprasentation, with the 
papers accompanying the samo, and request his ordoring 
payment to said Companies. 

dn the Louse of Representatives: Read, and concurred, 


Adjournad to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning, 
Wodneaday, Decambor 27, 1775. 
Proxent in Council : Honourablos William Sever, Waltor Spooner, John 
Winthrop, Bonjumin Chadbourn, Josoph Goriish, Jododiah Fostor, 
Tames Prescott, Mdud Taylor, Ponjarnin Lineoln, Josoph Pulmory 
Jabor Fisher, Moss Gill, John Taylor, Bonjumin White, Ssquiros, 

Petition of Deborah Cushing, wilo of Dhomas Cushing, 
Esq., one of the members of the Continental Congress, 
sotung forth x" that your petitioner formerly living in Bos- 
ton, and having ut the time of the Ministorial Troops com~ 
mencing hostilities with this Colony, had Mr, Cushing ne- 
cessarily called to publick businoss out of town ; it prevent 
ed his getting any of his houscholl furniture out, excepting 
one or two beds. ‘That your petitioner is informed! the 
furniture which belongs to tho late infimous traitor to.dime+ 
rica, Lhichinson, is now iv disuse, and in the hands of the 
Committee of Correspondence for Milton; sho, therefore, 
pars that your Honours, and the honouratile House, may 

@ ploased to grant a warrant or arder for such articles as 
she may necessarily want, being willing (o become account- 
able for them, or to be under such restrictions as your 
Honours may think proper,” 

In Counetl; Read, and Ordered, That Moses Gil, Iesq., 
with such as the honourable House shall join, be a Com- 
mittee to consider tha within Petition, and report. 

Jn the House of Representatives: Read, and concurred, 
and Mr, Pitts and Deacon Nicols are joined, 

* The Committee of both Houses, appointed to take into 
consideration a Petition of Mrs. Deborah Cushing, wile of 
the Honourable Zhomas Cushing, Esq., now at the Ameri- ° 
can Congress, beg leavo to report, by way of Resolve: 

Resofved, That the prayer of snid Petition be granted, 
and that the Committeo of Correspondence of the Town 
of Milion be, and hereby are, directed to deliver to said 
Deborah Cushing, such and so much of the Household 
Furniture, now in their hands, belonging to the late Gover- 
nour Tudchinson, as, in the judgmont of said Committee, 
she may need, and take her receipt therefor, the said ‘Uho- 
mas Cushing, Iisq., to be accountable to this or some future 
General Assembly of this Colony for the same; and the 
aforesaid Committee are directed to get such articles (a8 
said Deborah mny recoive) appraised by three indifltsgnt 
persons, under oath, and Jodge a copy of said appraisement 
in the Seeretary’s Ofiice, ni 

In Council; Rend, and accepted. 

In the Louse of Representatives: Read, and concurred. 
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Petition of the Town of Harvard, setting forth :that from 
an ardent concern for the good of our country, in every pru- 
dent and necessary way, we are ready to consecrate our all 
in such un important cause as we are embarked in, by rea- 
son of the intolerable calamities occasioned by British in- 
vasions, under which America now groans; which is sul- 
ficient to alarm us to an exertion of our last might to defend 
our precious liberties, and to eynde abject slavery, which 
depends much upon the unanimity of America; and it is 
with pain that we behold any thing to the contrary thereto; 
therelore, we beg leave to mention our dissatisfaction with 
the large stipends granted to officers, and some others, (ex- 
cept soldiers) in the American service, which stipends, at 
the lowest, were so high, that the knowledge thereof, much 
chilled the spirits of the commonulty, much more when 
large additions were made thereto, which has been a bar 
‘against the Army’s filling up. We acknowledge that a 
generous reward is their due; this, in our judgment, they 
would have had, if their wages had boen lar less, ‘That 
the distresses of g{merica should prove a harvest to some, 
and famine to others, this we deprecate; therefore, we 
humbly pray that this honourable Court would exert their 
power and use their influence with the great and General 
Continental Congress that such large stipends may be 
abridged. This wo concuive a necessary means to support 
unanimity in America, which, otherwise, we fear, will be 
soon interrupted. We, therefore, beg a candid attention 
to this our petition.” 

Jn the House of Representatives: Read, and committed 
to Mr. Speaker, Mr. Gerry, and Colonel Zhurs¢on, with 
such as the honourable Board shall join, 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred, and Walter Spooner 
‘and John Adams, Esquires, are joined. 

Jn Council: Ordered, That the Secretary be directed 
to apprize the Delegates of this Colony, in American Con- 
gress, of their appointment, 

Sent down for concurrence. 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


% 


Thutsday, Decambor 28, 1775, 
Prowont in Council: Eonourablos Willinm Sovor, Walter Spoonor, Ca. 

Jeb Cushing, John Winthrop, Bonjumnin Chadbourn, John Adarns, 

Jovaph Gorrish, John Whetcomb, Jodediah Mostor, Jamos Prascott, 

Elded Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Michael! Farley, Josoph Palmor, 

Samuel Holton, Jaboz Fisher, Moses Gull, John ‘Taylor, Bonjamin 

Whito, Esquirea, ry) 

In Council: Resolved, That it be, and it hereby is, re- 
commended to the Selectmen of the several towns in this 
Colony, as soon as may be, to call their towns together, 
and to insert in the warrants to be by them issued for cal- 
ling said town-mectings, a clause or article for devising 
ways and means for introducing tho art of manufacturing 
Saltpetre into private fainilies in such towns; and it is 
hereby recommended to said towns to appoint Commit- 
tees, and grant all such encouragement as they shall judge 
proper to this necessary business; and it is recommended 
to the Selectinen to lay before their towns, for their con- 
sideration, the several methods for collecting materials and 
making Saltpetre, which have been published by the ho- 
nourable the Continental Congress, and by this Court. 
And it is further recommended to all private families, to 
exert themselves in collecting earth from the foundations of 
houses, barns, stables, dove-houses, and all other buildings, 
and from cellars and other places, and in learning the art 


* of extracting Saltpetre from the same ; and the sume price 


shall be allowed for any quantity under fifty pounds as is 
allowed by this Court, for any quantity above fifty pounds * 
weight. 

» In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House af Representatives; Ordered, That the 
Committee of both Houses, lately appointed to examine 
the Muster-Rolls ordered by this Court, to ba made up’ to 
the Ist of dugust last, ba directed not only carefully to 
see to it, that all such stoppages be made on the snid Rolls, 
as are directed to be tnade by the resolve passed in the 
Houge6n the 8d of November last, and concurred by the 
Gefncil on the 6th of the same month ; but that they dili- 
gently inquire, and endeavour fully to find out whether any 
officer, or officers, borne on such Rolls, are indebted to the 
Government for any moneys received to pay their regiments, 
or companies their advance pay, which they have not ao- 
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counted for to either of the Paymasters of the Colony; and 
also, whether any non-commissioned officers or ptivates 
have received their advance pay more than once; and in 
all instances whore the said Committees shall find that any 
officers or privates are indebted to the Government on such 
accounts, that they stay the payment of so much of the 
wages of the particular person so indebted, whether offi- 
cers or soldiers borne on the said Rolls, as may indemnify 
the Government. And in order more effectually to do the 
same, the said Committee is hereby directed and empow- 
ered, to call upon such of the Commissaries, Paymasters, 
and Committees of Supplies, as have been in the service of 
this Colony, for all accounts and certificates necessary to 
enable them to make the stoppage; and that an addition 
may be immediately made to the said Committee of two, 
on the part of the House, and one on the part of the Board, 
and that any five of such increased Committee bo a quo- 
rum; and that the said Committee be hereby directed and 
required, constantly to attend the business of examining, 
and correcting the said Rolls, until they shall be finished, 
and, from time to time, as soon as they shall have passed 
on such Rolls, that they present the same to the honourable 
Board for their concurrence, and that the Board, as soon 
as they shall have passed thereon, make their warrant on 
the Treasury for the payment of what shall appear to be 
due to each man borne on the said Rolls, 

Ordered, That Major Gooding and Colonel Porter be 
added to the Committee above-mentioned, on the part of 
tho House. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Jabez Fisher, 
Esq,, is joined to the Committee of the [Touse ; and 

Ordered, That Benjamin White, Esquire, be of said 
Committee, in the room of Moses Gill, Esquire, who is 
excused, 

Consented to by fifteen of the Council. 

The Committee appointed to draw a Proclamation, to be 
read at the opening of the several Courts of Justice through 
this Colony, and at Town-Meatings, &c., reported a draft, 
which was read, and ordered to be recommitted ; and that 
John Adams, Esq, be of the above Committee on the part 
of the Board, in the room of FRilliam Sever, Esq., who is 
occasionally absent. 

Sent down for concurrence. 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


* 
Friday, Docombor 29, 1775, 
Prosont tn Council: Honourables William Sovar, Walter Spéoner, Cr. 

Icb Cushing, John Winthrop, Bonjamin Chadhonm, John Adama, 

Josoph Garrish, John Whotcomb, Jedediah Foster, Jamos Prescott, 

Fidad Taylor, Bonjamin Lincoln, Michaol Farloy, Sosoph Palmar, 

Sumuol ITolton, Juboz Fishor, Mosos Gill, John ‘aylor, Bohjamin 

Whito, Esquiros, 

In Council; Ordered, That John Adams and Joseph 
Palmer, Esquires, with such as the honourable Louse shall 
join, be a Committee to considor and report a plan for 
fitting out Armed Vessels, for the defence of American 
liberty. 

Sent down for concwvence. Came up concurred, with 
a Committee joined on the part of the House. 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


Saturday, Decomber 30, 1778, 
Prosent in Council: Honourables Walter Spooner, Calgh Cushing; John 

Winthrop, Benjamin Chadbourn, John Adams, Josoph Gorrish, Joli 

Whoteomb, Jedediah Foster, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Mi- 

chao) Faloy, Joseph Palmer, Samuol JIolton, Inbox Fisher, John 

Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

Mr. Gardner came up with a message from the House, 
to inform the Board that the House proposed to come to 
the choice of Officers to command at Gloucester, by joint 
ballot of both Houses, at three o’clock this afternoon, if 
agreeable to the honourable Board, 


Mr. Sullivan came up with u message from the House, 
to inform the Board that the House were now ready to. 
cones to the choice of a Field-Officer, with the rank of 
Colonel, to command at Gloucester, by joint ballot ofboth 
Houses, if agreeable to the honourable Board. sae 5 

Mr. Holten went down with a message to: the House, 
to inform them that the Board were now ready 10 proceed 
to the choice of a Field-Officer, to ‘command ‘at Gtlonces- 
ter; agreeable to the foregoing proposal. * 
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In Council: Ordered, That Benjamin Lincoln and John 
Taylor, Essquires, be a Committee on the pat of the Board 
to count and sort the votes who reported that the num- 
ber of voles were: 


On the part of the Board, - - - - - 9 
On the part of the Uouse, - - - + - 70 
Total, -~ - ~ oe ee WD 


Foity made a voto; and Captain Joseph Foster had 70, 
and was accordingly chosen, 

The Committee informed the Board, that the Touse 
proposed next to come to the choice of ono Captain and 
two Lieutenants for the Bist Company in Gloucester, und 


reported that the number of votes werd: 


On the part of tho Board, = = + * + 9 
On tho part of the House, - - - - + 45 
Towl,- - - - - = - - 54 


Twenly-cight makes a vote; Daniel Warner had 50, as 
Captain; John Low, Jr., had 45, us Fist Lieutenant ; So- 
lomon Gorham had 48, 13 Second Lieutenant; and were 
accordingly chosen. 

For the Second Company in Gloucester, the Committeo 
repoited that the number of votes wee: 


On the part of the Bord, - = + + + § 
On the part of the House, - - + - = 45 
Tota ~ ~« = - - = = - 58 


Twonty-seven makes a vote; John Lane had 45, as Cap 
tain Jabez Lane had 45, us First Lioutenant ; Moses At- 
iinson had 45, as Second Lieutenant; aud were accord- 
ingly chosen, 

John Whetcomb, Esq, wont down with a message to 
(he {House to inform (hom that the Board declining coming 
to any further choice of Military Oflicers, till Monday mor- 
ning, ten o'clock, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, Monday morning. 


Monday, January 1, 1776, 
Prosont in Gouncil : Honomablos Wallor Spooner, Calob Cushing, Ben. 
jamin Chadbourn, Joseph Gortish, John Whotcomb, Bikdad "Paylor, 

Bonjumin Jincoln, Charlos Chauncey, Michuol Iailoy, Samuo} Mol. 

ton, Juber Fishor, Jolin ‘Taylor, Bonjamin Whito, Hsquiros. 

Mr, Pitts came up with a messago from the Eouse, to 
inform the Board that the [louse are now ready to proceed 
to the choice of Military Officers of the ‘Phird and louith 
Companies, to ba stationed at Gloucester, according to the 
ussignment of Sadurday, if agrecable to the honourable 
Board. 

John Taylor, Kisq., went down with a mossage to the 
House, to inform thom that the Bourd are now ready to 
proceed to tho choice aforesaid, agreeable to the proposal 
of the honounble House. 

The Committee appointed to sort tho votes, reported 
that the namber of votas wero: 


Qn the part of tho Bonrd,- « - « - = 9 
On the part of the Hous, - - - + - 54 
ot, - - - = « - = = 68 


Thirty-two makes a voto; and that Bradbury Saunders 
had 64, 03 Captain; Isaae Jones had 54, as lirst Lieu- 
tenant; John Chandler had 64, as Second Licutenant; 
and were accordingly chosen oflicars of the Third Com- 


any. 
. he that William Parsons had 54, as Captain; Joseph 
Lane had 54, as First Lieutenant; James Hase had 53, 
as Second Lieutenant; and were accordingly chosen offi-» 
geis of the Fousth Company. 
The Conmittec informed the Board, that tho [louse 
procored Next to come to the choice of a Commissary, to 
8 stitioned at Gloucester. Reported that the number of 
votas were; 
On the part of the Bomd, 9 
On the part of the Mowso, - - ~ - ~ 62 


Tot - = 2 . - « = = Te 
Thirty-six makes q voto; and Samuel Ihittemore was 
unanimously chosen. 

Tho Committee of the House informed-the Board, that 
tho House proposed next to cone to the choice of Officers 
to amin the two Companies stationed.at Marblehead. 

Samuel Holten, Esq., wont down with a message to the 
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TIouso, to inform thom that the Board were not previously 
apprized of such choice, and, therefore, propose to post~ 
poue the choice of these Ofticers to a futuro day. 


Colonel Orne came up with a message fiom the House, 
to inform the Board that the Touse intend to come to the 
choico of Military Officers, for the Sen-Const Forces, at 
thee o’clock this afternoon, and that they should begin 
with those of Marblehead. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Fsq., went down with a message to 
the [louse, to inform them that the Board agreed to the 
forcgoing proposal of the honourable ITouso. 


Petition of Joshua Bragdon, setting forth, ‘ that the last 
Spring he raised a Company under tho command of Col- 
onel James Scammons, and marched to Head-Quarters, 
where he remained and did duty with his Company till the 
latter end of August Inst, when, by reason of poor health, 
and from the advice of his Physician, your petitioner got a 
discharge from the service; since which, hag beon sent for 
to make up a Roll for said Company, which occasions the 
loss of one month’s time, attended with considerable ex- 
penso. Fe, therefore, prays your Honours to take the 
same into consideration, and order payment therefor. 

In the House of Representatives; Resolved, That there, 
be paid out of tho publick Treasury of this Colony, to 
Joshua Bragdon, three Pounds, in (wll for his time andl 
expense in making up a Roll for his Company, (not being 
at present in the servieo,) and the Receiver-General is di- 
reeted to pay the samo accordingly. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, 

Mr. Perry came up witha mossage from the Hous, to 
inform the Board that the House are now ready to procoed 
to the choico of Officers for the Companies to bo stationed 
at Marblehcad, agrocable to assignment. 


The Committee appointed to count and sort tho votes, 
reported that the number of votes were: 


On the putofthe Board, - + - + = 7 
On the part of the House, ~~ = = ~ 45 
Total, - - - - «© + « = 52 


Twenty-seven mukos a voto; and that Jrancis Felton had 
45, us Captnin; Benjamin Ashton bad 45, a3 First Liou- 
tenant; Nathaniel Lindsey hud 45, 05 Second Lieutenant ; 
of the ist foupany ; and were accordingly chosan to said 
ranks in said Company. 

And that TPiltiam vie had 45, as Captain; Robert 
Cloutman hind 45, ay First Lieutonant; Lhomas Bowden 
had 45, as Second Lieutenant; of the Second Company ; 
and wero accordingly chosen to said ranks in said Com- 
pany. 

Tha Committee of the House informed the Board, that 
the House propose to come nest to the choico of a Major 
and othar Oflicers, to command the Companies to he sta 
tionad at Hizabeth-Island and Martha's Vineyard, and 
two Commissnrics to provide for said forces, 

Tho Commitioe appointed to count and sort the votes 
reported that tho number of voles wera; 

On tho part of tho Board, 7 
On the part of the House, 52 


‘ Total, - - - = « + + » 59 
Thirty innkes a vote; and that Barachiah Bassett had 59, 
and was chosen Major. 

Nathan Smith had 52, as Captain; Jeremiah Alunster 
had 52, as First Lieutenant; Mortunatus Bagsett lad 52, 
as Second Lieutenant; of the First Company. 

And that Beryamin Smith had 52, ag Captains Mal, 
Davis hud 52, as First Lieutenant; James Slaw had 52, 
as Second Lieutenant; of the Second Company. 

And that John Grannis bad 52, 0s Captain ; James Blos- 
som had 52, as First Lieutenant; Samed Lallett had 52, 
us Second J Aeutonant; of tho ‘Third Company. 

And that Lfisha Nye lad 62, as Captain; Stephen 
Nye, Je, had 52, 03 Fist Lioutenunt; Join Russeld had 
52, a3 Second Lieutenant; of the Fourth Company, 

And that Stephen Nye and Bertad Nortdn, wore una- 


nimously chosen Commissaries, a 
ho Bawrd, 


Tho Committee of tho Louse then informed 
that the Louse proposed to come next to the choice of 
Colonel, to command at Malnonth, 

The Committee appointed to count and sort the votes, 
“teported the nuinber of votes were: 


i 


& 


¢ 
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On the part of the Board, - - - - ~ 6 
On the part of the House, - - ~ - - 53 
Totl,~ - - + - = - 69 


Thirty makes a vote; and that Joseph Frye, Esq., had 57, 
and was accordingly chosen Colonel of said Forces. 
.. The Committee of the House then informed the Board, 
that the House proposed next to come to the choice of a 
Major, to take the second command of the Forces at Fal- 
mouth. 

The Committee appointed to count and sort the votes, 
reported the number of votes were :e 


On the part of the Board, - - - - = 7 
On the part of the House, - - - - + 44 
Total,- + = Pa) | 


Twenty-six makes a vote; and that Daniel Isley had 44, 
and was accordingly chosen Major of said Forces. 


The Committee of the House then informed the Board, 
that the House proposed to come next to the choice of a 
Captain, and Firstand Second Lieutenants of the Company 
to be stationed at Jalmouth, in the County of Cumberland, 

The Committee appointed to count and sort the votes, 
repotted the number of votes were ; 


On the part of the Board, - - - - - 7 
On the part of the House, - - - - + 42 
a — 

Total,-.- - - - - « - 49 


‘Twenty-five makes a vole; and that Deaie? McCobs had 
42, a8 Cuptain; Benjamin Pattee had 49, as First Lieu- 
tennnt; Miélliam Lithgow, Ji., had 49, as Second Licu- 
tenant, 

The Committes of the House then informed the Board, 
that the House proposed next to come to the choice of 
Officers for two Companies to be raised in the County of 
York, to be stationed at Falmouth, in the County of Cum- 
berland, 

The Committee appointed to count and sort the yotes, 
repoited that the number of votes were: 


On the part of the Board, ~ - - « - 7 
On the part ofthe House, - - - ~ - 48 
Toul,-~ - + - - = + - 50 


Twenty-six makes a vote; and that Benjamin Hooper had 
49, as Captain; Humphrey Pike had 50, as First Lieute- 
nant; Joseph Chadbourn had 60, as Second Lieutenant; 
of the First Company. ‘ 

Tobius Lord had 50, as Captain; Nathaniel Cussens 
had 60, as First Lieutenant; Edmund Webber, Jun., bad 
60, as Second Lieutenant; of the Second Company. 

The Committee of the Wouse then informed the Board, 
that the House proposed next to come to the choico of 
Officers for two Companies to be raised in the County of 
Cunberland, to be stationed at Falmouth, in the County 
of Cumberland. 

The Committee appointed to count and sort the votes, 
reported that the number of votes were: 


On the part of the Board, + * - ~ - 7 
On the part of the House, - + - - - 43 
Total, - - + = = - 50 


Twenty-six makes a vote; and that William Crocker had 
48, as Captain; John Shelton 50, as Fist Lieutenant; 
Ebenezer Morton 60, as Second Lieutenant; of the Se- 
cond Company. 

John Rice had 60, as Captain ; Josiah Davis had 50, a8 
First Lieutenant; Levit Loring had 48, as Second Lieu- 
tenant; of the Third Company. 

The Committee of the House then informed the Board, 
that the House proposed to come next to the choice of a 
Conimissary, for Falmouth. 

The Committee appointed to count and sort the votes, 
reported that the number of votes were: 


On the part of the Board, - - - - - 7 
On the part of the House, - - - ~ + 40 
J Total, - - - = + «47 


Tesieetor makes a vote ; and James Sullivan was unani- 
movély chosen. 

The Committee of the House shen informed the Board, 
that the House proposed next to come to the choice of 
Officers for one Company, to be raised in the County of 


Founra Sentes.—Vou, tv. 
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York, and stationed at Kittery-Point, also, of a Commis- 
sary. } 

‘Tho Committee appointed to count and sort the votes, 
reported that the number of votes were: 


On the part of the Board, - ~ « - = 7 
On the part of the House, = - - = = 40 
Tota, - - - - «= - 47 


Twenty-four makes a vote; and that Philip Hubdard, as 
Captain; Nathaniel Coffin, as First Lieutenant; Nehe- 
miah Bean, as Second Lieutenant; and Edward Cutts, 
Esquire, as Commissary, were unanimously chosen, 

The Committee of the House, then informed the Board, 
that the House proposed to defer coming to the choice of 
any other Officers till a future day. 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning, 


Tuoaday, January 2, 1776. 
Prosont in Council: Honourables Walter Spooner, Caleb Cushing, 

Benjumin Chadbourn, Joseph Gorwh, Jon Whetcomb, Efdad 

Taylo, Bonjamm Lincoln, Charles Chauney, Michael Farley, 

Samuel Holton, Jabez Fishor, John Taylo1, Bonjamin White, Bs. 

quires, 

Petition of the Selectmen of Dorchester, setting forth : 
“that your petitioners, agreeable to the directions of the 
honourable Board, have applied to his Honour Geneial 
Ward, and, also, to his Excellency General /Vashingion, 
in order to consult upon a mode ol conveying Jane Jack- 
son, and her two childion, into the town of Boston, but 
they have declined doing any thing about the matter. They 
ptay your Honours to give such futher directions 1espect- 
ing said woman and her children as your Honours may think 
proper,” 

in Council; Read, and Ordered, That Charles Chaun- 
cy, Esq, with such ag the honourable House shall join, 
be a Committee to consider the foregoing Petition, and re- 
port what is proper to be done thereon. 

In the House of Representatives; Read, and concurred ; 
and Mr, Knowles and Mr, Zfall are joined. 

Petition of Daniel Pierce, praying allowance for Medi- 
cines supplied the Continental Army. 

Read, and commited to Samuel Knowlton and John 
Taylor, Esquises, with such as the honourmble House shall 
join, to consider thereof, and report thereon, 

Sent down for concurrence. Came up non-conourred, 

In Council; Whereas, an order bath passed this Court, 
directing the Commanding Officers of the several compa- 
nies of Minute-Men and Militia, and, also, the Command- 
ing Officers of the men stationed on the Sen-Coasts to lodga 
their respective Rolls, in the Secretary’s Office, in order to 
their being examined and pnssed on, and no provision is 
made in suid order, that a copy of such Roll shall be lodged 
with the Treasurer of this a 

Therefore, Resolved, That Charles Chauncy, Esquire, 
with such as the honourable House shall ain be a Com- 
mittee to consider of, and report what is further necessary 
for this Court to do touching the premises, 

Inthe House of Representatives; Read, and concurred, 
and Mr, Mills and My. Stickney are joined. 

Letter from the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., Presi 
dent of Congress, relative to the Congress allowing thé 
Accounts of this Colony, 

In the House of Representatives: Read, and sent up. 

In Council: Read, and Ordered, To be entered on the 
files of the General Assembly. 

* Inthe House of Representatives: Ordered, That there 
be a Committee of both Llouses appointed to inquire into 
the conduct of the Officers of the Company stationed at 
Falmouth, and to stop the payment of the Rolls in the 
mean while, aay 

Tn Council: Read, and concurred, and Benjamin Chad 
Bourn and Joseph Gerrish, Esquives, are joined. . 


Adjounned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning, 


_— 4 


. 
Wodnosday, January 3, 1778, 

t in Council: Honourables Walter Spooner, Oalob Cushing, Bons 

gies “Chindbourn, Joseph Gorrish, John Whotcomb, Jamss Prescott, 


Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, Michael Farloy, 
tar ‘\ Palmer, Simuel Holten, J abez Fishor, John Taylor, Bonja.. 


min Whito, Esquires. 


19 
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Tn the House of Representatives: Resolved, That thera 
be a Committee appointed to wait on his Lxcellency Go- 
neral Washington, and recommend it to him to pay tho 
donation, received from Virginia for the Poor of Boston, 
to the Commitico appointed by the Town of Boston to 
receive the same, who are now out. 

dn Council: Read, and concurved. 

The Committeo appointed by both Houses to consider 
of what is further necessary to be done, before the Minuto, 
Militia and Sea-Coast Rolls are paid oll, beg leave to re- 
‘port the following Resolve : F 

Wherens, no direction is given to the Commanding Ofi- 
cors of the several companies of Minute, Militia, and, also, 
the Sea-Coast men, for lowing their respective Rolls in the 
Tronsurer's Office, great damayo may arise to this Colony 
thereby; and whereas, some Companies are stationed at a 
very considerable distance, which will occasion much charge 
and difliculty, for want of a duplicate of said Roll, there 
fore, 

Resolved, That some person be inunediately employed, 
to take Copies of such Rolls ax bave beon or may he ex- 
amined and passed upon, and no duplicate left ; said Copies 
tobe oxamined and certified by the Committeo on said 
Rolls, and lodged in the Secretary’s Office. 

Jn Council: Read, aud accepted. 

In the House of Representatives; Read, and concurred. 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning, 

‘Thuraday, January 4, 1776, 
Propont in Connoil: Tlonournbles Wallor Spooucr, Caleb Cushing, 

Honjamia Chadbaurn, Joswph Gorrish, John Whetcamb, John Adama, 

James Proscott, Rldud Laylor, Bonjumin Lincoln, Charles Chaunoy, 

Michtol Parley, Josoph Pulmor, Samual Molton, Jubox Fisher, John 

‘Kaylor, Bunjumin White, Maquiros, 

, dn Council: Whereas, a Committee of both Touses have 
been appointed for signing and numbering the Bills of Cre- 
dit for the sovonty-five thousand Pounds emission ; and as 
the publick affiirs of the Colony press hard upon the Board, 
ihey cannot, (without injuring tho publick,) spare any of 
their Members in the hours they usually sit upon business, 
therefore, 

Resolved, That Colonel Cushing, with such as the ho- 
nowrable Louse shall join, be a Committee to tke into 
consideration the mattor of signing and numbering said 
Bills, and report some effectual mode of raising a Commit- 
tee lor that purpose, so that the ‘Treasury may be season- 
ably supplied. 

hi the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred, 
and Colonel Zhompson and Mr, Crane are joined. 


Potition of Pilliam Brown, and others, setting forth, 
“that your potitionors did, early afer tho engagement at 
Concord, antor into tho service of the Army from no other 
motive but that of being instramantal of serving the glori- 
ous cause of liberty, expecting only such a reward as their 
servicas morited, calculated only for tho time of their em- 

loyment. ‘The certificate givon by the late Commissary, 
Hr, Pigeon, on onch of their accounts, which accounts your 
petitioners Now prosent with this Petition, will fully testify 
that no service was thought too hard, no time tedious, 
when the causo of the country required extraordinary sor- 
vices, Your petitionors beg leave, also, to observe, that 
it has been their constant endeavour to serve tho interest 
of tho Colony, ‘The provisions allowed to the Army, whilo 
in tho pay of the Colony, were so ample, that oftentimes 
the men, with little persuasion, were prevailed upon to tnke 
less than the quantity stipulated; and your petitioners, 
knowing the Colony would be served and the men not in-* 
juved, repeatedly (swith their consent) served out to them 
their allowance wiih a little deduction, which deduction, 
athough small from cach individual, amounted, in the whole, 
to very large quantities, saved entirely for the bencfit of the 
Colony. Hor tho tuth of the above representation your 
petitioners’ would only refer you to the Commissary’s 
books, where the amount of provisions received in and do- 
livered out is recorded, and to the attestation of a number 
of the gentlemen Quartermasters, which necompanies this 
Petition, For these services your petitioners have charged 
the Colony four shillings per diem, which, they trust, will 
be found reasonable, and granted them, when al] cireum- 
stances are duly weighed and considered by the honourable 
Court, 
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“ Your petitioners would not have troubled your Ho- 
nows with their small concernments, had vot your Com- 
mittee informed them that they were not at liberty to allow 
moto than two shillings and four pence per diem, which 
sun your petitioners think so inadequate to their exertions 
for tho publick good, that they choose rather to rely on tho 
generosity of your Honours, not doubting of receiving an 
ample reward.” 

‘Che Committee, upon the Petition of William Brown 
and others, Clerks and Assistants to Mr. Piyeon, late Com- 
missary-General, praying for an allowance for services, &,, 
having heard the petitioners and evidences they had to 
produce in support of their Petition, beg leave to report 
as their opinion: that the petitioners huve acted, whilst in 
the said service, with integrity and honesty, and have shown 
a ploper regard to the publick interest, and have been in- 
strunental of considerable savings to the Colony, as ropre- 
sented in their Potition, and are of opinion that they be 
allowed the sum of three shillings and two pence each, per 
day, for their services. e 

In the Louse of Representatives; Read, and accepted. 

du Council: Read, and concurred. 


Tho Sceretary went down with the following Message 
to the Houso, from the major part of the Council, viz: 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

‘The danger that a correspondence would be cavied on 
between a few disaflocted inhabitants of this Colony, and 
the enemios of America, through the town of Ifull, to tho 
men-ofwar, lying in and noar Nantasket Road, and that 
our enemies might be supplied in that channel, induced tho 
Gonoral, in Judy last, to crtuse the inhabitants of said town 
to be removed, and to place and constantly keep up a 
guard at the entrance of the beach leading into that town, 
The guards continued until the Ist of December past, at 
which time their inlistments expired, and they voturned to 
their several homes in Connecticut ; upon this, and Colonel 
Lincoln being told that several persons had been seen to 
go to Jd, but nono being observed to return, he directed 
a small guard from the Militia, in tho vicinity, to bo placed 
at the entrance of said town, and to continue there until 
they should receive further orders; be immediately laid tho 
whole matter before the Council; they sont a messago to 
his Mxcolloncy General /¥ashington, requesting that ho 
would place a guard thero, and relieve the Militia. Ee 
gave encouragement to our nfessenger that ho wauld give 
orders for that purpose ; but it hath been delayed, and now 
the Council are acquainted that the lines at Cambridge and 
Rovbury avo so ihin, that no men can be spared for the 
purposo aforesaid ; the Council, therefore, thought it their 
duty to make this representation to the honourable Wousy, 
and recommend to them that provision be immediately made, 
not only for guarding the passage into snid town, but, also, 
that suitable guards bo placed in the towns of Braintree, 
Weymouth, and Ingham, 

(Signed by fifiven of tho Council.) 


Mr. Gerrycamo up with a verbal message from the [ouse, 
to desiro tho major part of the Council to hold Doctor 
Samuel Gelston under arrest, till an order of both Llouses 
be taken thereon. 


Tn Council: Ordered, That John Adams and Joseph 
Palmer, Esquires, with such as the honourable Tous shall 
join, bo a Committee to examine into the gharneter and 
conduct of Doctor Samuel Gelston, lately apprehended by 
the order of the General Court, and now beforo them roady 
for examination, and report. 

Jn the Louse of Representatives : Road, aud concurred, 
and Colonel Freoman, My. Brown, of Boston, and Colonel 
Grout, are joined. 

Tn Council: Ordered, That Waller Spooner, John 
Adams, Joseph Palmer, James Prescott, Benjamin Lin- 
coln, John Tuylor, and Jaber Pisher, Msquives, be a Com- 
mitteo of the Board, with such Committea of the honour. 
able House, as shall be thought proper for thagpurpose, 
upon the subject-matter of the Militia Bill, and inher 
in which the officers shall be appointed, 

In the House of Representatives: Read, and concurred, 
anid... 4. ate joined, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning, 
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Friday, January 5, 1776. 
Prosont in Council: [Tonourablea Walter Spooner, Culeb Cushing, 

Bonjamin Chadbourn, John Adams, John Wheloomb, Jumes Pies. 

cott, Edad Taylor, Bonjamin Lincon, Chutles Chauncy, Michaol 

Futoy, Joseph’ Palmer, Samuel Holton, Jaber Fishor, Join Taylor, 

Benjamin Whito, Esquiies, 

Petition of Silas Ball, setting forth: “ that he acted in 
the capacity of a Surgeon, in Colonel Benjamin Rugeles 
Woodbridge’s, Esq., Regiment, by an invitation from Mr. 
Richard Montague, who was then Major of said reginient, 
which offer he heartily accepted of, and did the duty of a 
Surgeon, &c., from the 19th of April, to the Oth of July 
last, which is eleven weeks and three days. For certain 
reasons was not examined, so not appointed as a Surgeon 
in the regiment aforementioned, which 1egiment he supplied 
with medicines, &c., to the amount of three pounds; your 
petitioner prays your [onours would make him a proper 
recompense therefor.” 


In the House of Representatives; Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick ‘Treasury of this Colony, to 
Doctor Silas Ball, the sum of fourteen Pounds eight Shil- 
lings, in full of his services as Surgeon’s Mate, from the 
19th of April to the Oh of July; and in full for Medicines 
used at his own cost, for the use of the Army. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning.* 
Saturduy, Junuury 6, 1776, 
Prosont in Counoil: Honourallos Walter Spooner, Cab Cushing, 

Bonjamin Chudbonra, John Adis, John Whetcomb, James Pres 

antl, Bklad Paylor, Bonjamin Lineoln, Charles Ch inney, Mishaot 

Forloy, Josoph Palmor, Samuct Molten, Jabez Fisher, John Laylor, 

Bonjamin Whito, Usquires, 

The Committeo of both Touses, appointed to take into 
consideration the mauer of signing aud numbering the Bills 
of Credit for the seventy-five thousand Pounds emission, 
and report some eflvctual mode of raising a Committee for 
that purpose, beg leave to report, that, for the reasons 
assigned by the Board, on the 4th instant, there be two 
persons appointed by this Court to sign and number said 
Bills, in the roam of James Prescott and Joseph Palmer, 


Esquires, who ara excused, 
in Council: Read, and aceepted, and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That two persons, such as the honourable 
Court shall choose, be appointed to sign and number the 
Bills of Credit of the last emission, in the room of James 
Prescott and Joseph Padnter, Esquises, who aro hereby 
exqused. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concured, 
and Doctor Hice and Major Ely ave appointed to sign and 
number the Bills accordingly, and the Committee are di- 
rected to sit forthwith, 

In the House of Representatives: Ordered, That the 


#1 rvp-Quanrens, January 4, 1776~—Si: I sond, by ordor of tho 
Commandor-in-chiof, tho prisonois under-named, which the Gonoral 
dosirea you will order to bo socunred in somo inland jail. Worcester, wo 
aro told, hug no prisonota of war, and thore is a accura jail, if yon np. 
piovo of their being gont to it, Soldiera: Join Quildesoy, William 
Collins, John Smith, Benjamm Ward, George Morrison, Alexander 
Gudner, Soamen: William Beard, George Mitchell, James Richard. 
son, Francis Ossy, Anthony Simmins, Jucab Wilson, Joseph Mason. 

By tho enclosed fiom Colonel Glover, I dare say you will think with 
mo, that John Thomer, William Clark, Wilkam Wallis, and Thomer 
Got thorp, sounen of the ship Jenny, Captam Forster, ought alao to bo 
confined. 

The mon named upon this. . . wore senmon, belonging toa ship, 
brigantine... .* and sloop, tuken by the Continental armed vessels 
+e # you agg no matotial objection to their being discharged thoy 
may be dismissed upon their arrival at Worcester, and bo at liberty to 
work for their living in tho country, or sock their fortunos as they like. 

Tam, sir, your inost obedient, humble servant, ; 

Honatto Gates, Adjutant.General, 

B.S. William Berd appears to be on impressed man, on howd of a 
manof.war at Jampton, in Virginia. Uo may, also, havo his liboity at 
Warerster. There aro rangons why tho General dovs not think proper 
to diachmgo him hore, Soamon bolonging to the brig Hannah: John 
Qallard, William Middeldith, John Jeutins, Jumes Gray, Thomas Ri. 
ley, Belonging to tho ship Jennys John Morgan, Francis Spumir, 
Henry Batdwin, John Waterstone, and Jamea Danatison, Willan 
Chak, Thomas Gortharp, Willian Wallace, and John Lhurnhill, attempt. 
ed to got on bond the man of.war off Cape Ann. Belonging to tho sloop 
Retscy: George’ Bennet, Robert Younger, Daniel Maloney, and Wilham 
Harris. 

Jy Monon, January 5, 1776; Road, and Ordered, That the Prisonora 
bo disposed of in tho sama mannor as hinted in the foregoing Jotter, an 
that a mittimua go to the keoper of thegail. . . .¥ und that a Jettor ba 
wrote to tho Selootmon of . . .* directing them to disposs of those 
prinonors there to be confined in the manner herzin set forth. 

Prrez Morton, Deputy Secretary, 


{? Original torn, } 
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Doorkeeper be directed forthwith to take in custody Doc- 
tor Samuel Gelston, and pat bin under a proper guard, 
uatil the further order of Court, that the present guard 
tay be released, . 

dn Council: Read, and concurred. 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, Monday morning. 


Monday, January 8, 1776. 


Present in Council: Honourables Walter Spooner, Culob Cushing, 
Benjumin Chadbonsn, John Whetcomb, James Prescott, Edad 'Tay= 
lor, Chutes Chounoy, Michaol Faloy, Joseph Palmer, Samuol Hol. 
ten, Jabez Fishor, Jobn Taylor, Benjumm White, Esquiics. 


In the House of Represcntativis: Ordered, That there 
be a Committee of both Houses appointed to inquire of 
his Excellency General Washington, whether he will want 
the Militia any longer than the time for which they are 
inlisted, 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred, and John Taylor, 
Esquire, is joined, 

In the House of Representatives: Whereas, at the pre- 
sent important crisis of our publick affairs, the intention of 
this Court for causing to be erected Mills for manufacturing 
Gunpowder, hath not hitherto been so far executed as the 
exigency of the times most evidently requires, and the at- 
tention of the Court to each step to be taken in this mea- 
sure must further retard it, and unnecossarily interrupt the 
urgent business of the Court: 

Icis, therefore, Resolved, That Mr, Putnam, Mv. Crane, 
and Mr. Vose, be, and they hereby are appointed a Com- 
mitieg for purchnsing the remains of a Powder-Mill at 
Stoughton, and land and privileges convenient to improve 
the same, and to repair a Powder-Mill, or puchase a privi- 
Jago for, and erect one at Sufton, as they, after having con- 
sulted the master-workiman who shall undertake the same, 
shall judge expedient; and the said Commitee are directed 
to give their diligent and constant attendance to this busi+ 
ness, until it shall be perfected; und the Council ne em- 
powered to draw on the Treasury for a sum not exceeding 
three hundred Pounds, in favour of snid Committee, to 
enable them (o pay the charges of purchasing and repairing, 
or erecting a Mill as aloresuicl, they to bo accountable to the 
Court for the sane. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Petition of Joseph Pearse Palmer, setting forth: that 
he served in the New-Hngland Army, as Quartermaster- 
General, from the Ist day of May Inst to the 14th day of 
August next following, when he was superseded by tho 
appointment of Thomas Mifflin, Esquire ; and no establish- 
ment having been made for said office, your memoriasist 
prays the honourable Court to make hima grant adequate 
to the services and rank of the same,” 

Jn the House of Representatives: Resolved, That the 
Treasurer of this Colony be, and he hereby is directed to 

ay unto Joseph Pearse Palmer the sum of forty-five 
Peas eight Shillings and seven and-a-half Pence, in full 
considoration for his services as Quartermaster-Genoral, at 
twelve Pounds per month, in the Army under the com~ 
mand of General Artemas Ward. 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred. 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, ta-morrow morning, 


Tuesday, January 9, 1776, 
Prosont in Council: Tonourables Waltor Spoonor, Caleb Cushing, 

Benjamin Chadbourn, John Whotcom), James Prescott, Btded Tay. 

Tor, Jedediah Foster, Charles Ghauney, Banjamin Lincoln, Michnol 

Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Helton, Jabez Fisher, Mosos Gill, 

John ‘Taylor, Bonjamin White, Esquiice, 

In the House of Representatives; Resolved, That the 
Receiver-General of this Colony be, and he hereby is di-. 
rected to pay into tho hands of the Honourable Benjamin 
Greenleaf, Esquire, Captain Jonathan Greenleaf, and 
Major Stephen Cross, a Committee appointed Ly this Court 
to purchase Sulphur, the sum of three hundred Pounds, to 
enaple them to make payment for the quantities of Sulphur, 
they have, or shall engage to receive, they to be account- 
able to the General Court for the same. a . 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred, ; 

Petition of the Selectmen of the town of Topsfield, set- 
Ung forth: * that, on the 28th day of October last, 2 Com- 
mittee of the town of Gloucester came to us, with a letter 
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from the Committee of Safety, desiring somo assistance 
from this town, by men to guard and defend that town, for 
a short time, as by their letter, herewith exhibited, may 
more fully appear. Your petitioners Jaid said letter before 
tho town. he town thought it absolutely necessary that 
the Town of Gloucester should be well guarded, and agreed 
that, notwithstanding we had a large number of men al- 
ready in the Army, if fificen more would iulist themselves, 
to guard the Town of Gloucester for the term of fifleen 
days, they should be paid at the same rate per month as 
tho soldiers had in the Army, (not doubting but it would 
be made a general charge,) and also six shillings per week 
to cach man for his support while there; on which encou- 
vagement, thirteen privates, one diummer, and Lieutenant 
Samuel Cummings, av officer in the Militia,. under whose 
command they inlisted for that service, making fifteen in 
the whole, marchad to Ctlowcester, on the Bist of said 
October, and returned home ogain at the expiration of 
fifteen days. Your petitioners, therefore, pray that your 
Honours would order such allowance to pay the said sol- 
diers for their service and support, as is allowed and paid 
to the soldiers in the Army for the like term of time, and in 
the same stations,” 

Tu the House of Representatives: Resolved, That there 
be fe out of the Treasury of this Colony unto Deacon 


Gold, Represemative for the town of Zopsfield, the fol- 
lowing sums, viz: d 
To ono Lieutenant, for 15 days, ot £3 per Loud 
month, at 28 daystoa month. - - - « 1166 
To 14 Men, for 15 days, at 86 shillings por 
month, at 28 da - - = «© 18 86 


ys to a month, « 
‘To Billeting tho abovesnid 15 Mon two weeks 
and one day cach, at five shillings por week,- 8 0 0 


£2350 








Ju Council: Read, and concurred. 

Patition of John Bunker, of Mount Desert, in tho County 
of Lincoln, Mariner, setting forth: “that your petitioner, on 
tho 24th of November last, by his own device, took and 
sooured a schooner, botwoen filly and sixty tons, from Lore 
Cunderland, in Nova-Scotia, dsaae Danis, master, bound 
for Boston, ladon with cattle, butter, cheose, roots, &c.,, 
which vessel your potitioner carried into Goldsborough, and 
Jef her in the care of one Mr. William Nichols; your po- 
titioner prays your Honours that he may be ordered tho 
possession of tho snid schooner, to remove her to some 
secttre place for the benefit of himself and his country, or 
where your Honours shall seo fit.” 

Jn the Louse of Representatives; Whorens, Mr, John 
Bunleer and others did, on tho 24th day of November lnst, 
at Mowit-Desert, tuko a sohaoner, culled the Lalmouth 
Paoket, Laae Danks, mastor, laden with live stack, but 
ter, Cheese, sauco, &c., and in our enomy’s service, bound 
to Baston; and said Bunker not knowing any provisions 
made in such casos, delivered said schooner and cargo into 
the hands of the Committee of Goldsborough, till ho should 
have the order of this Court thereon ; 

Thoreforo, Resolved, That the Committee of Goldsbo- 
rough aforesnid, be, and they hereby aro directed to de- 
liver said schooner with her cargo, or tho proceads thereof, 
if the same or avy part thereof has been disposed of by 
said Committee, os also, the papers and appurtenances to 
her belonging, unto the said John Bunker, that said vessel 
may be brought to trial at somo court of justice, erected 
by the General Court of this Colony, to try the capture of 
vessels, 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 


‘Tho Committee of both Houses, who wore appointed a 
Committee to inquire into the conduct of the Oflicors sta- 
tloned at Falmouth, have attended that service, and, upon 
the best inquiry, cannot find that any of said Officers have 
baon guilly of breaking their orders at tho tine of tho late 
firo in that town ; and ag there is no evidence against them 
in that respoct, the Committeo aro of opinion their Muster 
Rolls puss for payment according to tho establishment. 

dn Council; Road, and accepted, and 

Thereupon, Resolved, That the Commitiee on Muster 
Rolls be ‘rected to pass on the Rolls of the Officors sta- 
toned at Falmouth, in common with others, without pre- 

erence or distinction. ‘ 
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In the Tlouse of Ropresentatives: Read, and concurred. 


In the House af’ Representatives: Whereas, Mr, Same 
uel Philips, Jun., has’ proposed to build a Mill, with all 
oxpedition, at Andover, for manufacturing Gunpowder, and 
this Court is willing to give all reasonable encouragement 
to so important and necessary an undertaking j 

Itis therefore, Resolved, {iho said Mill shall be cvected 
within a ieasonable timo, in the judgment of the General 

Sourt, that during the term of one year next, afer the said 
Mill shall be erectod and fitted to go, there shall be deli- 
vered to the said Philtps by this Colony, from time to 
time, so much Salipetre as shall bo sufticient to keep the 
suid Mill ‘constdnily employed, provided the same ean be 
manufactured and purchased within this Colony, nt the rate 
and bounty whieh is already, or that hereafter may be es- 
tablished by the General Court for the sume; and, also, 
that the Committes of this Court appointed to purchase 
Saltpetre, be not obliged to reserve by them at any one 
time a larger quantity than will be sullicient to keep tho 
said Mill in employ for more than tho wrm of ono week, 
In case said Mill shall be obliged to stand still any part of 
suid year for want of Saltpetre, and the same be made to 
appear to the satisfaction of this Court, said PAitips shall 
be allowed to reecive a suflicient quantity of Saltpetre to 
employ said Mill the same longth of dine it was obliged to 
stand still, and to manufacture it into powder, on the same 
terms, as during the aforesaid year, Ani in cnso said PAt- 
lips vequires it, there shall be delivered to him so much 
Sulphur as is necessary to manufacture the Sultpetre into 
Gunpowder, ho, the said Péilips, paying this Colony the 
first cost of the Sulphur, and he, the said Philips, shall, at 
his own expense not only provide a sufficient quantity of 
good charcoal for all the Ganpowder he shall annufieture 
for the Colony, but also provide, and keep at his own cost, 
a good and suflicient guard at bis Powder-Mill at all dimes, 
to prevent any wiekod and designing persons from destroy- 
ing the same, and to be at all other series expenses in 
manufacturing said Powder, ‘Bho said Philips shall enter 
into bonds, as the Council shall ordey, chat be will well 
and oly deliver the Commissary-Genoral of this Colony 
so many pounds of good merchantable Gunpowder, ag ho 
shull be able to manufacture of the Salipetre which he shall 
reecive of tha Colony, or any Committee appointed by the 
General Court to manufacture or procure the same; and 
also, be at the expense of transporting said Powder to tho 
Colony Store, and of transporting to his said Mill, such 
Sulphar and Saltpetre as the Colony or the Committee of 
aaid Colony shull doliver hin; and also, that he will éause 
to be published, all tho discovorics which ho shall mako 
relitive to the construction of said Mill aud the manufio- 
turing Powder, ag aforesnid. 

And it is also, Resolved, That tho said PAiins shall be 
paid out of the publick ‘Treasury of this Colony, eight 
Pence per pound, for as many pounds of good merchanta+ 
ble Gunpowder as ho shall manufacture of tho Salipatre, 
which ho shall reecivo of tho Calony as nforesnid, on his 
delivoring such Gunpowder to the Commissary of tho Co- 
lony, 

And it ig also, Resolved, ‘That the several Committaes 
that are, or may be appointed by tha Genoral Court, to 

rocure Saltpetro or Sulphur, are hereby directed to de+ 
ver said Philips, from timo to time, so much Snlipetre 
and Sulphur as shall bo suflicient to keep the said Mill 
constantly employed as aforesaid, and to taka duplicate re~ 
ceipts thereof, specifying the quantity of each, and also the 

* price of the Sulphur, one whereof! shall bo Jodged with the 
Commissary aforesaid, and the other said Committee are 
directed to keep, 

In Council: Rend, and concurred, 

Inthe Louse of Representatives; Ordered, "That there 
be a Committee of both TLouses to consider the Resolves 
passed tho 9th ultimo, relative to withholding Supplies fram 
Nantuelcet, and to consider some relief for ihe Lobabitanis 
of Martha’s Vineyard. . 

In Couneil: Read, and concurred, 


and Jededink Loster, 
Usq., is joined. . 


Jn Council: Ordered» That Charles Chauncy, Visq., 
with such as the honourable Ilouse shall join, be x Com 
mittee to examine the Accounts of the Committee of Coun- 
cil appointed to concur and pay Accounts. 
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Jn the House of Representatives: Read, and coneurred, 
and Mr. Davis and Mr. White are joined. 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


Wodnesday, Junuary 10, 1776. 
Present in Counoil: Uonourahlos Walter Spooner, Cilebh Cushing, 
Benjamin Chadbourn, John Whetcamb, James Proscott, Eldad ‘Tuy. 
Jor, Jegediah Foster, Charles Chauuey, Bonjumin Lingoln, Micheal 
Firluy, Joseph Palmer, Samuol Lolten, Jabez Lisher, Moses Gill, 
Joln Taylor, Benjamin White Esquires, 

Petition of a number of the Inhabitants of Majabig- 
waduee, setting forth: that they have duly considered the 
great oppression of ow mother country upon these our 
Colonies in North America, and so sensibly feel the smart 
thereof in this emote District, have, therefore, made choice 
of, and appointed Captain Joseph Young, of this District, 
(as we are all fully satisfied he is a true friend of his coun- 
try and the Inhabitants of this District, so far as we walk 
agreeuble to the resolves of the Legislative power of Ame- 
ricd,) to present our prayers to the honourable Council who 
sits at Watertown, an the Massachusetts- Bay, in New-Eng- 
land, for their aid and assistance for our preservation and 
protection, that they would be graciously pleased to think 
gn us, as we are greatly oppressed by an invidious tyrant, 
John Bateman, who is every way watching over us for 
evil, in order to render us useless and helpless to our coun- 
try’s cause, which wo ara ready at the risks of our lives 
and fortunes to put ourselves in any jeopardy, if occasion 
calls, as we have all of us used our utinost influence to en- 
courage all single men and others as could possibly be 
spared, to inlist themselves into our country’s service. 
And we are willing, and stand ready to sacrifice our all in 
compliance with your [onours’ commands, and in due 
obadiance to the officers your Honours see proper to set 
over us; and, also, we should be as ready to servo your 
Honours under the said Bateman, as any one man in the 
country, but he still continues to use his utmost endeavours 
to destroy almost every person in this place, and confiscate 
their interest, He, the said Bateman, was the first man 
in the place that waded with Mr. Nathan Philips, and 
encouraged said Philips's further trade in this District, 
and, also, advised the Committee to tolerate the carrying 
off wood to the westward. Upon the whole, he is a very 
dangerous person, and, if he is suffered to sule over us, 
and we have not your Honours’ protection, we are an un- 
done people.” . 

In Council: Read, and Ordered, That the within named 
John Bateman be served with a copy of this Petition, and 
be ordered to show cause to this Bontd, if any he has, why 
the prayer thereof should not be grantod, on the Ist day of 
January next, and that the said Bateman surcease all tur- 
ther proceedings as a Justice of tha Pence in the mean- 
while. 

The Committee appointed upon the Petition of some of 
the Inhabitants of Majabigwaduce, against the conduct of 
John Baleeman, Tesq,, relutive to his conduct with the peo- 
ple of thut place, have attended that servico, and heard the 


said Bakeman in his defence of the charges alleged against * 


him in said Petition, and have examined the depositions 
and declarations relative to the conduct of the Committee 
of Safety and numbers of the Inhabitants of that place. 

Your Committee have great reason to suspect that a num- 
ber of said inhabitants and petitioners, under the counte~ 
nance of some of the Committee of Safety of that place, 
have the lasteyear, in many instances, supplied our ene~ 
mies with wood and live-stock, thereby counteracting the 
resolves of the Congress. And it does not appear to the 
Committee that the said Bakeman has acted an unfriendly 
part to his country, or has done any thing to forfeit the 
trust reposed in him by his appointment to the office of a 
Justice of the Ponce for the County of Lincoln. And, 
with respect to the riot committed on said Bakeman in 
December last, it being of such au alarming nature, we 
think, that unless some methods are speedily taken, in or- 
der to bring the perpetrators thereof to condign punishment, 
jt will prase of very mischievous consequences; and, that 
it is gefatter of so much importance, that it deserves the 
atteftion of the whole Court. 

Jn Council: Read, and Ordered, That Moses Gill and 
John Taylor, Ksquires, with such as the honourable House 
shall join, be a Committee to consider the subject-matter 
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a the above Report, and what is farther necessary to be 
lone. 

In the House of Representatives: Read, and concurred, 
and Colonel Norton, Mr. Hovey, and Captain Hathaway, 
are joined, 


Petition of Joshua Elderkin, (Blank.) 


The Committee of both Tlouses on the Petition of 
Charles Chauncy, Esq., in bebalf of My. Neal Mcdniyer, 
beg leave to report, as their opinion, that the prayer of the 
petition be granted; and, that an oider pass this Court to 
the person, or persons, who may have the goods, clothing, 
or furniture, mentioned in the petition or invoice, in their 
possession, to deliver the same to the oder of Charles 
Chauncy, Esquire, or Mr. Neal McIntyer, os soon as de~ 
manded, Janez Fisuen, per order, 


In Council: Read, and accepted, and, thereupon, Ite- 
solved, That the Committee of aaheaes Bay be, aud 
they hereby are directed, to deliver all the Goods, Clothing, 
or Furniture, mentioned in the enclosed schedule, to the 
order of Charles Chauncy, Esq., or Mr. Neal Melntyer, 
on demand, 

Tn the Louse of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 


In the House of Representatives : Wherens, in the pre- 
sent impoitant contest with Britain the Militia of the 
several United Colonies of America may be frequently 
called forth to defend their invaluable rights and liberties, 
and it is indispensably necessury to the welfare of the Cor 
lonies, that such of the said Militia as shall have conducted 
in the service with a laudablo zeal and fidelity therein, 
should be fully satisfied with publick measures, and, at all 
times so accommodated and rewarded for their services, 
that the Colonies may have the fullest assurance of a re- 
newal of their engagements whenever the same shall be 
required ; and, whereas, it will be much for the conveni- 
ence and advantage of any part of the said Militia, wher 
called as a temporary reinforcement of the American Ariny, 
to receive their wages at the time of their dismission, as 
the trouble and expense of a future application for the same 
would greatly reduce the reward of ihete services, and may 
tend to discourage their inlisting again : 

It is, therefore, Resolved, As the opinion of this Court, 
that it will greatly tend to promote the service in this Colony, 
and encourage the reinlistment of that part of the Militia 
of said Colony, now in the American Army, ns a tempo- 
rary reinforcement, if they could be assured by his Exeel- 
lency General Washington, that they should be paid their 
wages at the time of their discharge fiom service. 

Resolved, That Mr. Speaker and Colonel Tayer, with 
such as the honourable Board shall join, be, and they here- 
by are appointed a Committee to apply to his Excellency ‘ 

eneral Washington, with a copy of the preceding Re~ 
solve, and, also, a Resolve of the Court, relative to the 
reinlistment of the Militia aforesaid. 

In Counci7: Rend, and concuried; and [Valier Spooner, 
Esyq,, is joined. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning,* 
Thursday, Junvary 11, 1776. 


Presont in Council: Wonourablos Waltor Spooner, Caleb Cushing, 
Bonjamin Chadbourn, John Adains, John Whetcomb, Jodediah Fos. 
ter, James Proscott, Eldad Taylor, Ronjamin Lincoln, Charles 
Chauncy, Michanl Farloy, Samucl Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses 
Gill, John Taylor, Bonjamin Whito, Esquires, 


Memorial of John Tufft, of Belfast, in Penobscot, setting 


 *Couscri-Cranace, January 10,1776.—Sin: Tho bearor, Mr. Tames 
Seward, is a porson lately sant out of Boston, and is now a prisoner on 
tho parole of his honour, Tho Council, by inquiry into his charactor 
and conduet, find he kins been guilty of ucting, in somo instances, an 
unfyiendly part to tho libertios of America, such as working for the 
King's troops in Boston, and keoping his ehop open on last fustday, in 
contempt of the rocommendation of Congress. As a palliation for thia 
conduct, ho urgea his religious tonots; in indulgenco to which, and in, 
considoration that ho comos 1ecommended tu tho charity of the Colony 
fiom tho Commiltes of Donations within tho town, tho Council have 
ordorad that he bo confined within tho limits of tho town of Aridges. 
water, until thoir further ordor, And I am diceted, by thom, fo, rod 
comufend him to you to he omployad aa a gunamith, to which trady he, 
sorved his time, that he may be ablo to maintain himself and family und . 
nat be an incumbranco to the cammunity, And I ant directed, fu 
ther, to request of you to see that he do's not pass tho limité of the sai 
town of Bridgewaler, on any occasion whatever, and if ho shovld, that, 
you givo tho carlicst intolligonte thereof to this Board: ‘ 
In tho name, and by order of tho Council: Warren Sroonzr, 


To Hugh Orr, Esq. 
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forth: that your memorialist dwells at Penobscot, and that 


he lives noar Loug-Jsland, in said Penobscot-Bay, and on ? 


said Island divell about fourteen families ; and that some of 
said families have, from time to time, supplied the Minis- 
terin! forces with cord-wood, and other necessaries, from 
said Island. And, a8 your memonialist is one of the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence of said place, thinks it his duty 
to set forth to your Honours (and that he is como on pur- 
pose to set forth) their proceedings, which is inimical to 
the country, and prays your Honours would order their 
removal, or that they may not countenance such proceed~ 
ings. 

ft Your memorialist further prays, that the inhabitants of 
Belfast may be allowed some ammunition, to defend them~ 
selves from the enemy, as they aro now exposed, and have 
none to help themselves.” : 

Jn the Louse of Representatives: Read, and committed 
to the Committee of both Houses, appointed to consider 
the subject matter of a Report on the Petition of a number 
of the Inhabitants of Majabigwacuce, relative to the con- 
duct of Bakeman, 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In Council: Resolved, That two Ships be built, as soon 
as may ba, at the expense of this Colony, one suitable to 
carry thirty-six guns, viz: twenty guns carrying twelve 
pound shot, and sixteen guns for six-pound shot ; and the 
other ship suitable to carry thirty-two guns, viz! twenty 
guns for nine-pound shot, and twelve for six-pound shat; 
und that these Ships bo built in a manner best calculated 
for swift sailing, and of timber and all other materials suit- 
able for ships-of-war, of such a number of guns and woight 
of metal, and furnished with a suitable number of officers, 
soamen, and marines, and that all kinds of arms, ammuni- 
tion, and provisions, be furnished for such ships. 

Resolved, That... 6.65.44. With such as the 
honourable House shall join, bo a Committee to carry 
the foregoing Resolution into execution, as soon as possi- 
ble, and that a sum of money for that purpose, not exceed- 
ing. ee ee ee ee be put into their hands, they to bo 
accountable to this Court for the expenditure of the same, 

In the Mouse of Representatives: Read, and ordered to 
be recommitied 5 and a Comittee are directed to report 
an estimate of the expense of building and furnishing tho 
vessels above proposed to be provided. 

Jn Council: Road, and concurred. 


Letter from his Mxcellency General /Vashington, on the 
evitical situation of the Army, rend and sent down, Camo 

up committed to a Committee of both Houses. 

* "In Council: Read, and concurred; and John Adams 
and Jedediah Foster, Msquires, are joined. 

In Council: Ordered, That there be a Committee of 
both Uouses appointed, to remedy the defect of tho Inn- 
holders not oxtubiting their Accounts, 

Jn the House of Ropresentatives : Read, and concur- 
vod, nd. 2.) ro joined. 


Jn the Tlouse of Representatives: Resolved, (Blank.) 


Ju the Louse of Representatives: Ordered, That the 
Lotter from Wlham Hilliams, Misq., of Connecticut, com- 
municuting measures adopted by that Colony, and disco- 
veries made of a Lead-Mine, : 

vd Council; Read, and concurred, and Jolin Adams, 
Exsq,, is joined, 

Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning.* 


* Counorn-Cramnen, January 11, 1776,—Grateemun: The Council 
havo considered a potition presented by Joshua Young, who is confincd® 
to your town, and who scoms tobe hon tily penitent for his past offonees, 
and havo oidored that ho be removed from his confinomont to tho town 
Of Northampton, and bo sent to Marshfield, and confined within the 
Limits of that town Ul their further ordor, and thoy roquoat tht you 
sou this order carviad into oxecution. . 

In tho tiamo, ond by order of tho Council: = Tupnprat Fosrrn. 


To the Commiltoa of Corrospondonce of Northampton. 


Counett,.Crrasann, January 11, 1776—Gusrnewun: Joshua Young, 
who hina beon confined to tho town of Nor thampton, for his offonees and 
misdemonnours against the conntry, hns progontud a potition ~ tho 
Counuil, to extend their clemency towards hin, in consequence of which 
tho Council hayo ordorad that ho ba rolenaad from tho town of North: 
@mpton, and bo sent to your town, and confined within tho limits thoreof 
till further order, And they requoxt What you tako care that tho sald 
Young dovs not pass the limits of his confnomont, 

In tho name, and by order of tho Council: Jengnran Foster. 


To tho Committeo of Correspondones of the ‘Town of Marshfield. 
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Vriday, January 18, 1776 

yenont in Counoil; Honourables Walter Spoonoy, Calob Cushings 
Denj unin Civulbeuen, John Adams, John Wheteomb, Jedediah Fos 
tor, James Proscolt, Hilad 'Taylor, Bonjamin Lincoln, Churlos 
Chauncy, Michacl Parloy, Jowph Palmor, Samuel Molton, Jubex 
Tiaho, Moses Gill, John Luylor, Beajamin White, Esquires, 

A Letter to the Honourablo John Taylor, Msq., from 
Timothy Parsons, on matter of publick concern, 

In Council: Read, and committed to the Committes on 
the Petition fiom Majabigwaduce. 

Deposition of Mbenezer Goodell and James Goodell, 
relative to Joseph Bowditch refusing a tender of Bills of 
publick Credit. 

Read, and committed to John Zuylor, Fisq., with suck 
as the honourable Louse shall join. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten o’elock, 


Saluday, January 18, 1776, 
Presynt in Council: Honomables Wattor Spoonor, Caleb Cushing, Bun+ 
jamin Chadbouin, John Adan, John Wheteamb, Jedediah Mootor, 

Jontos Prenvotl, Bldad Taylors Bonjamin Lincolu, Chistes Chanu» 

oy. Jowph Palmor, Hamuel Hotton, Moses tall, Jabox Fishor, Mie 

chacl Farloy, John ‘Taylor, Banjamin Whito, Msquives, 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Letter from his Jixcellenecy General /ashingion, of the 
10th instant, havo attended that service, and beg loaye to 
repart, that a Committee of both Houses be appointed to 
wait on the General, and to assure him that this Court are 
zenlously disposed to do every thing in their power to pror 
moto tho recruiting of the dmertean Army, and to nequaint 
him that they cannot be of opivion (hat the publick service 
will be promoted by offering a bounty, at tho separate 
expense of this Colony, or any other encouragement be« 
yond that whieh has been ordered by the Congress; that 
they are still further from an opinion that tho same service 
can bo promoted by any coercive measures, or any other 
expedient than voluntary inlistment. But, that this Court 
is willing, if his Joxeelleney shall approve of this mea- 
sura, to recommend any further temporary drafts from the 
Militia, that may be necessary to supply the presont defi« 
ciencios, to bo continued until the Ist af April next; and, 
also, to exert the influence of this Court, by recommond- 
ing to the Selectinen and Committees of Correspondence, 
and others, to exert (themselves, and employ their influence 
among tho peoplo, to promote and gncournge, by all rea- 
sonable mothods, tho reeruiting servico in the several 
towns, ° 

Joun Apams, per order, 


In Council: Read, and accepted ; and, Ordered, That 
Tokn Adans, Vasy., with such aa the honournble House 
shall join, be a Committee to wait on his Jéxcellency Ge- 
neral /Vashington, for the purposes expressed in the above 
Roport, 

hh tho Tlouse of Representatives: Rend, and concur 
rod, and Mr. Spenker and Major Jdawloy ura joined, 

Potition of John Zidd, of Jrewingion, sotting fot: 
“that, an the LOth of April, ha reewived a wound in tho 


. head, (by a cutlass,) from the enemy, whieh brought bin 


senseless (o the ground; at whieh time they took fram hin 
his gun, cartridge-box, powder-horn, &c. He prays your 
Tonours would make hin some compensation for said loss; 
Jikewise, six weeks’ loss of time, charge of a Surgeon, nur- 
sing, and board,” 

in the House of Representatives: Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Trensury of thjs Colony, to 
John Tidd, the sum of four Pounds ten Shillings, in full, 
for his loss of Gun, &c., set fotth in his Petition. 

Jn Council; Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives: Whereas, the Cap- 
tains and Lieutenants of the Militia, who haye lately joined 
tho Army as a temporary reinforcement, baye not been 
commissionated according to the several stations to whieh 
they have been clacted; and whereas, they may continue 
a longer time in service than was at first expected; there- 
fore, i 

Resolved, That the honourable Council of this Colony 
be desired to commissionate all such afticers, ent 
according to their several ranks, who, with fifty men oFup- 
wards, (accounting iv satd number officers, and, also, such 
men as have inlisted from their respective companies into 
the Continental Army,) shall inclino to continue in the 
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service till the last of this month, or till the 10th of #ebru- 
ary next, if occasion shall require, upon their being certi- 
fied of their appointment according to the Resolves of this 
Court, and of retaining the number of men specified in this 
Resolve, 

Jn Council : Read, and concurred, 


Adjourned, until Monday next. 


Monday, Januniy 14 1776, 


Prosent in Council: Wonourables Walter Spooner, Culeh Cushing, 
Thomas Cushing, John Adams, Jedediah Foster, James [yescolt, 
Eldad Taylor, Banjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, Joesph Palmer, 
Bavavel Ffolten, Mosos Gill, John ‘Taylor, Bonjamin White, Es. 
quires, 


In the House of Representatives: Resolved, That Col- 
onel Porter and Mr. Brown, of Baston, with such as the 
honourable Board shall join, be, and they hereby are ap- 
pointed a Committee to settle the Accounts ‘emaining 
unsottled on the books of the late Committee of Supplies, 
and to collect and pay the balances that may be due to, or 
from the Colony on'said Accounts, Also, to take the care of 
the brigantine Rockingham and Cnity’s curgoes, and such 
a pat of the schooner Macearoni’s, as belongs to the Co- 
lony. Also, to sce that the order of this Court be com- 
plied with by Captain /VMilliam Johnson, Jate commander 
of the seltooner Lritdania, relative to his delivering to the 
Commissary of said Colony the nett proceeds of the cargo 
of said schooner, consigned him by the said late Commit- 
tee of Supplies, exclusive of what he shall produce receipts 
of having delivered agreeable to any order of said Cout. 
And thoy aro furthar directed, to receive from the files of 
said Committee of Supplies all the papers relative to said 
vessel, or any of the persons having accounts unsettled, as 
aforesaid ; and, upon the arival of any of then, to cause 
the proceeds of their cargoes, if vested in military stores, to 
bo delivered to the Colonial Commissary, and take bis re~ 
ceipts therefor, and to certify to the Standing Committee 
on Accounts the sums which they shall find necessary to 
discharge the portledge bills, hire, and other necessary 
charges attending the snid voyages, that shall be duo from 
the Colony aforesaid. And the Standing Committee on 
Accounts are hereby empowered to pay and discharge the 
portledge bills, hire of vessels, and other charges that shall 
i examined and certified by the Committee now chosen, 
as aforesaid ; they to be accountable to the General Court 
for thelr doings. 

In Council: 
Esq,, is joined. 

Mr. Cooper came up with a message to the Board, to 
inform them that the House proposed to come to the choice 
of Officers to command at Plymouth and Truro, also, a 
Captain to command in the County of Cumberland, in tho 
room of Captain Rice, who declines, at three o’clock, this 
afternoon, if agrecable to the honourable Board. 

Benjamin Lincoln, lsq., wont down with a message to 
tho House, to inform them, that the Board agreed to the 
foregoing proposal of the honourable House. 

Letter from his Exeelleney General Washington, re- 
apecling the want of Mire-Arms for the naw recruits, now 
coming in. 

In the House of Representatives: Rend, and commit- 
ted to Mr, Pitts, Colonel Woodbridge, and Captain Smith, 
with such as the honourable Board may join. 


a 
Read, and concurred, and Moses Gull, 


Jn Counci{: Read, and concurred, and Colonol Pres- . 


cott and Colonel Lincoln are joined. 

Message came up from the House, to inform the Board 
that the [louse are now ready to proceed to the choice of 
Officers for the Company to be stationed at Plymouth and 
Truro, and a Captain in the room of Captain &ice. 


Ji Council: Ordered, That Charles Chauncy and Mo- 
ses Gill, Eaquires, be a Commiitteo to count and sort the 
votes, who reported, that for the Officers to command at 
Plymouth, the number of votes were: 


On the part of the Board, - - - - - 12 
Opes part of tho House, - - - = - 50 
Total, - - - - © « = - 62 


Thirty-two made a vote ; and that Jesse Harlow, as Cap- 
tain ; James Churchill, First Lieutenant; Timothy Good- 
win, Second Lieutenant, were unanimously chosen. 
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Willian Watson, lesq., for a Commissary, had filly-nine 
otes, and was accordingly chosen, 


For Officers to command at Zruro, the number of votes 
were: 


On the part of the Board, - - - - - 9 
On the part of the House, - - - - ~ 42 
Total,- - - - - « «= - = 51 


Twenty-six made a vate; and that Joseph Smith, as Cap- 
tain; Lezckiah Harden, Fivst Licutenom; Seth Smith, 
Second [iewtenant, were unanimously chosen, 

Samuel Harding was chosen Commissary. 

For a Captain, in the room of Captain Réce, the num- 
ber of votes were : 


On the part of the Board, - - - - =~ 
On the partof the House, - - - - - 42 
Tota, - - - - - « « ~ 88 


Twenty-seven made a vote; and Bryant Morton was una- 
nimously chosen. 

The Committee appointed to count and sort the votes 
for a Commissary at Zurpautin-Cove, reported that the 
number of yotes were : 


On the part of the Board, - - - - - 10 
On the part of the House, - - + + = 47 
Total, - - - = - = 6 @ 


Twenty-nine made a volo; and that Zhomas Jones, Jr, 
was accordingly chasen, 


Petition of James Lemont, setting forth; “ tha the re- 
ecived orders to inlist a company of men, to be stationed 
in the County of Lincoln, for the defence of the sea-coast, 
and before they passed muster, the County was alarmed b 
a uumber of our encmy’s vessels arriving at Pleasant-Re- 
ver, to which your petitioner, with his men, immediately 
went, and was obliged to victual said men until their re- 
tura to Georgelown, where your petitioner was afterwards 
stationed, and was victualled by ibe Selectmen, Further, 
your petitioner did hive several boats for the use of the 
Colony, to convey the men under his command from one 
place to another, as the County was often alarmed by the 
cenemy’s vessels, which occasioned Colonel Cargill to order 
him from one place to another, where there was no passing 
by land; therefore, your petitioner prays your Honours 
would grant him payment according to account annexed.” 


Jn the House of Representatives : Resolved, That Hen- 
ry Gardner, Esquire, Treasurer and Recciver-Generl be, 
and he hereby is directed to pay to Jumes Lemont, or his 
order, the sum of filly Pounds and two Shillings, in full diss 
charge of his account. 

In Council : Read, and concurred, 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning.* 


* Purapetrnia, January 1, 1776,—May rv rueasy your Honouna: I 
arrived at this place Uio 28th ultsmo, where TE found a tettor from Mr. 
Morton, Doputy Soerctary, wrote by tho direction of the major part of 
tho honoureble Council of tho Provinos of the AMassachusetis.Bay, by 
which Tam acquainted that they have honourod ma with an appoint. 
mont as ono of tho Justices of the Suporior Court of Judicature, d&o,, 
for that Piovince, Iam, also, favoured with a list of the othor gan- 
tlomen appointed to the Suporior Boneh, and of our arrangamont in 
rank, Lam, also, roqueatai to signify to the honourable Bonrd, as soon 
as may be, my accoptance or rofitant in writing. i 

That my anawor has bean so long doluyed from tho arrival of this 
lotter, has boon ontiiely owing to my absence on a commission to the 
northward, so that I have really beon notified but a fow days of my 
appointment to that Important offico, and have not had that tine and 
opportunity to consider the matter which I could have wished ; but ag 

our Honours have thought it expediont that a Superior Court shopld 
bo appointed, and tho appointment is of so long standing, I think it no. 
qocssnly to give my answer by this first opportunity, lost tho maior 
romaining undetermined, might proyent the accomplishmont of your 
Ionours’ dete: mination. 

Aftor oxprossing my sincore thanks for tho honour you have confer- 
red upon me by this uppointment, I find myself constrained to decline 
nocopting it, and without troubling your Honoure with a detail of rea. 
sons which nro not required, L beg save to obscrye that I have the 
highest sense of tho importanco of that office, and nm sntisfied that, if 
aufficiontly qualified, I could not attend to the due exeention of it, while 
tho attack inado by our cnomes, on every thing wo hold dear, appoars 
to mo to domund our constant attention, 

T hoartily wists tho ostablistmont af peaca, and tha duo adinintatrae 
tion of justion in our Provinco, suacosa to your Tfononre’ onteavours to 
affbot titeso valuable purpdses, and happinoss to your porsong, wid ant 
with unfeigned respect, your Ifonouis’ most obliged, humble sorvant, 

Ronenr Treat Pare. 


To the Honourable tho Council of Massachusette-Lay. 


In Counots, January 15,1776: Road, and ordored to be entered on 
the files of Council. Psrez Monron, Deputy Secretary. 
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‘Luesday, January 16, 1776, 
Progont in Council: Sonourablos William Soyor, Walter Spoonor Cn- 

Job Cashing, John Winthrop, Thomas Cushing, John Adams, John 

Whotcomb, Jodediah Foster, Jamey Prosantt, Bitad ‘Taylor, Bonja- 

min ‘Ltucoln, Charles Ghuuney, Jooph Palmer, Samuol Tolten, Ja. 

boz Maher, Moses Gill, John ‘Taylor, Bonjamin Whito, Uaquives. 

The Comittee of both [Touses, appointed to take into 
consideration his Lixcellency General /Vashington’s Letter 
to this Court, of the 10th instant, have attended that ser- 
vice, and report as followeth, viz: 

That his Excellency be informed that it is the opinion 
of this Couit, there would be a general supply of fire-arms 
brought into the cansp, if he would give publick notice that 
if the recruits would come well armed, they should be al- 
Jowed for the use of their arms; and if lost in the sorvico, the 
just value of them should be pnid, and that their arms shall 
not be detained from them when their time of service shall 
expire. And, that to detuin the arms of the Militin, without 
their consent, would neither promoto the good of the ser- 
vice nor facilitate the arming the forces, as it would pro- 
duce a general uneasiness through the country. And that 
his Excellency be also informed that this Colony have in 
store but about two hundred fire-arms, part of which are 
ont of repair, Such as will do for the service, although 
provided for the particular use of this Colony, we shal! be 
rondy to deliver, if they shall be needed, and do all in our 
power to nid his Excellency in arming the troops. 

In Council : Road, and sent down, 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and accepted, 
and thereupon, Ordered, That the Conunittee appointed 
to wait upon his Exeelloncy Gonoral MVashington, on the 
subject of his Letter of the 10th current, be a Committee 
to present him a copy of the within Report, 

nt Council: Rend, and concurred, 

In the Mouse of Representatives ; Wheroas, vepresen- 
tation has becn made to this Court, by a Committee thereof, 
that his Excellency General /Pashington was dosirous of 
borrowing, for tho use of the Continental Army, a supply 
of inoney, 

Resolved, That the Council bo, and they hereby are om- 
powered to dvaw on the Treasurer of this Colony, for the 
sum of fifly thousand Pounds, lawful money, in favour of 
his Excelloncy aforesaid, 1s Commander-in-chief of the 
Continental Army, or for such a part of said sum as his 2x- 
colloncy shall have a present demand for, he giving an ob- 
ligation, in his capacity, to return the same to tho said 
Treasurer, when demanded, 

In Council: Read, and concurred, 

In the House of Represontatives : Ordered, That the 
Committee appointed to wait on his Excellency General 
Washington, on tho subject of his Exeellency’s Letter of 
tho LOth instant, be a Commiltea to present his Excellency 
with a copy of the within Resdlve, 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred, 


dn tho Tlouse of Representatives ; Ordered, That tho 
Lator from the Honourable John Hancocle, Iesq., President 
of tho Continental Congress, bo committed to a Committee 
of both Houses, 

Jn Council: Rend, and concurred, and Walter Spooner 
and Jedediah Foster, squires, wre joined. 


In tho Howe of Representatives: Ordered, That the 
Memorial of Jonathan Jackson, Chairman of the Commit. 
tee of Inspection of Newburyport, setting forth the fraud 
of Benjamin Balch, &e., he committed to Mr. Story and 
Mr. Wheeler, with such as the honourable Board’ shall 
join. 

: Jn Council; Read, and concurred, and Caleb Cushing,” 
Esquire, is joined. 

Tn the House of Representatives : Wherens, by x Resolvo 
of this Court, passed this House the 16th of December Inst, 
it was recommended to a number of towns in the Counties 
of Suffolk, Essex, Middlesea, Plymouth, and Worcester, 
as they regarded their own safety and the general welfare 
of these Colonies, to take effectual mensures to supply the 
camps at Cambridge and Roebury, with such quantites of 
Hay as were set to tho respective towns named in said Re- 
solve, at the rato of five Pounds per ton for English Usy, 
and forty Shillings per ton for salt Hay, And, whereas, 
upon a thorough inquiry made by this Court, it now ap- 
pears, that the allowance then made is below the market 
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rico, and short of what bas bean usually given by the in- 
habitants of this Colony, undoy a like scarcity with the 
present, : 

Resolved, That it be recommended to those towns which 
have not, as yet, forwarded to the camps the quantities of 
Hay which have been assigned, that they sond (heir respec- 
tive quantitics immodiately, and reecive pay therefor, at the 
rate of six Pounds per ton for Zngtish, and filty Shillings 
per ton for salt Hay, provided the samo shal! be brought 
into camp within ten days from the date hereof, And lest 
the other towns mentioned in said Resolve, which from ai 
early regard to the recommendations of this Court, have 
already furnished their respective quantities of Hay, should 
be sufferers for so doing, they are to receive out of the Co- 
lony ‘Treasury, such sums as have been short paid thom 
of the prices now allowed to be given therefor, on their 
producing proper certificates to the honourable Board of 
tho quantities furnished aforesaid, who are hereby empow- 
ered to grant warrants for the same ; and the Sulectinen and 
Committees of Correspondence in those towns ure desired 
to transmit to this Court the receipts for the Hay they have 
already carried into the camps, that,so their regard to the 
credit of this community, and zeal for the common srfety 
may appear upon thopublick records of this Colony. And 
whereas, it may so happen, that at tho expiration of said 
ten days, some towns may still remain deficient, to pre- 
vent the fatal consequences of such noglect, the Selectmen 
of any delinquent town are hereby directed and empower- 
ed to impress therein, for tho use of the Continontal Army, 
so much May as will make up the fall quantity assigned 
such town by the aforesaid Resolve of this Court; and tho 
Committee named in the former Resolve ave directed to see 
that and the foregaing Resolve be carried into execution 3 
and Coloncl Thompson is directod to get this Resolve print 
ed in handbills and dispersed through tho several towns 
meutioned in the schedule annexed to tho first Resolve. 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred, 


Mr. Gerry came up with a message from the House, to 
inform the Board that the House proposed to come to the 
choice of such Officers on the Sea-Const, as romain to be 
chosen, at fivo o'clock this afternoon, by joint ballot, if 
agreeable to the honourable Board, 

Mr, Spogner went down with a mossago to the Touse, 
to inforin them that the Bourd agreed to the foregoing pro- 
posal of the honourable Louse, and would request to be 
informed what Company the House propose to begin with, 


Tn Council: Ordered, That Charles Chauncy and Jo- 
seph Palmer, Esquives, be a Committee to count and sort 
the votes for Officers to command the Company to be stn 
tioned at Salem, who reported tha number of yotes were; 

On the partof the Board, ~ -« + - « 7 
On tho part of the louse, - ~ = ~~ 46 


: Total, « - « « «© «= §2 
Twenty-soven mado a vole; Daniel Ward, a3 Captain; 
Jonathan Lerreden, as First Lioutonant; William Marston, 
as Sccond Lieutenant; were chosen, af 

Tho Committco appointod to count and sort the voles 
for a Mustermaster for Crandertand reported, that the name 
ber of votes wore; ' 

On tho part of tha Board, - - ~ - « 4 
On the part of the louse, - ~ - 4 «4B, 


Total, - - - =~ «© «BQ 6» 
Twenty-six made a vole; and Pater Noyes was chosen 
Mustermaster accordingly. i 
The Committee appointed to count and sort the votes 
for a Mustermaster for Dukes County reported, that the 
number of the votes were; ; 
On the partof the Board, - - - - « 8 
On the part of the House, - - - ~ « 4d 
: Total, « « - - ~ «52 
Twonty-seven made a voto; and Colonel Bertah Norton 
was unanimously chosen Mustermaster for Dules County. 
The Committee appointed to count and “sort the votes 
for a Mustermaster for the County of Plymouth pvegotiod 
that the number of votes were; ’ 
On the part of the, Board, - + « « . 8 
On tho part of the Mouse, ~ + - « ~44 ° 


Tota, - - - « nS eee 


° 
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Twontysseven made a vote; and Thomas Lothrop was 
chosen Mustermaster for Plymouth. 

The Committee appointed to count and sort the votes 
for a Mustermaster, for the County of Essex, reported the 
number of votes were: 

On the part of the Board, - - - - - 9 
On the part of the House, - - - - - 48 


Total, - - - - 52 
Twenty-seven made a vote; and Daniel Flopkins was 
unanimously chosen Mustermaster. 

The Committes appointed to count and sort the votes 
for a Captain, First and Second Lieutenants, and a Com- 
missary, for the County of Lincoln, Sheepscut-River, who 
reported that the number of votes were; 


On tho part of the Board, - - - - - 9 
On the part of the House, - - - ~ - 44 
Total, - - - - - - 58 

Twenty-seven made a vote; and Isracl Davis, as Captain ; 


Nathaniel a First Lieutenant ; Christopher Wood- 


bridge, as Second ‘Licutenant; David Reed, as Commis- 
sary, were unanimously chosen. 

The Committee of the honourable House then informed 
the Board, that the House proposed to defer the further 
choice of Officers on the Sea-Coast till to-morrow, twelve 
o’olock. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, ton o'clock, 

Thursday, January 27, 1776, 
Prowont in Council: Fonourablos William Soyer, Waltar Spooner, Ca. 

Tob Cushing, John Winthrop, Phomag Cashing, John Aduins, John 

Whetcomb, Jododinh Fostor, Jamos Prescott, Eldad ‘Luylor, Bonja. 

min Lincoln, Charles Ohaunoy, Michaol Farley, Josoph Lalor, Sans 

vol Holton, Jaboz Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Bonjamin Whito, 

Eaquiros. 

In Council: Whereas, John Hancock, Samuel Adams, 
John Adams, Robert Treat Paine, and Elbridge Gerry, 
Esquires, having been chosen by joint ballot of the two 
Houses of Assembly, to represent the Colony of the Mas- 
aachusetts-Bay, in New-England, in the American Con- 
gross, antil the Ist day of daauary, 1777, 

Resolved, That they, or any one, or more them, are 
hereby fully empowered, with the Delegates {rom the other 
American Colonias, to concert, direct, and order guch further 
ensures as shall to them appoar best calculated for the 
recovery and establishment of American rights and liber- 
ties; and tho Secretary is hefeby directed, as soon as muy 
he, to signify to ench of those gentlemen their appoint- 
ment, with an attested copy of this order. 

In the Tlouse of Representatives: Read, and committed 
to Mr, Speaker, Mr, Lawley, and Mr. Cooper, with such 
as the honourable Board may join; and said Committee 
aro dirocted to form Instructions to said Delegates. 

In Council: Read, and conemred, and Millian Sever 
and Walter Spooner, Esquires, are joined. 

In the Mouse of Representatives : Resolved, Tht that 
part of the Sea-Coust establishment, which respects the 
raising two Companies in the County of Cumberland, be so 
far réconsidered ns that Captain Bryant Morton, lately 
appointed by this Court to command one of the said Com- 
panies be, and he hereby is empowered and directed to inlist 
the whole, or any part thereof, in any other County in this 
Colony, where he can fill up the same with the greatest 
despatch, except in sea-port towns; and that Colonel 
Thompson be; and hereby is empowered and directed to 
sign inlisting orders, and give a form of an inlistment to the 
said Morton, agreeuble to the estublishment before men- 
tioned. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Jn the House of Representatives: Wherens, by a Re- 
solve of this Court, of the 27th of December last, provi- 
sion js mado for a Commissary for the Forcas stationed on 
the Sea-Const at Salem and Marblehead ; and as it appears 
to be more for the publick benefit that there should be a 
Commissary for each of those towns, 

_ It is, thev$lore, Resolved, That the Commissary already 
appointé, be a Commissary for the Companies at Marble- 
head only; and that a Commissary be appointed for the 
Forces stationed in the Town of Salem. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 


Founra Senies.—Vot, tv. 
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Jn the House of Representatives: Whereas, his Excel- 
lency General Washington hath informed this Court, that 
he doth not think himself at liberty to pay four Companies 
of men, who have generally done duty at Braintree, Wey- 
mouth, and Elingham, the last year; and the said Compa- 
nies having received no part of their pay from him since 
August last, 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Officers of the said four 
Companies, be directed to make up their Rolls to the ist 
day of January current, and observe such rules as were 
given to the Officers in the camps at Cambridge and Rox- 
bury. 

dn Council: Read, and concurred, 

‘The Committee of both Houses appointed upon a Peti- 
tion from the town of Dorchester, relative to Jane Jaekson, 
and her two children, beg leave to report the following Re- 
solve; 

Whierens, it appears that Jane Jackson, und her two chi!- 
dren, have been sent over from Castle- William into the 
Town of Dorchester, since which they have been main- 
tained at the expense of the said town, notwithstanding 
their application to General Washington, (by order of this 
Court,) to desire his assistance in conveying them back to 
Boston, he refusing to concern himself in the matter, 

Theroforo, Resolved, That the Selectinen of Dorchester 
be, and they are hereby directed to remove the said Jae 
Jackson, with her two children, into some inland town, where 
they may be maintained at the cheapest rate; and, provided 
cither of the said persons are able to work, that they be 
put out for that purpose, to essen the charge of their main- 
tenance as aforesaid, the said Selectmen to lay their Accounts 
before this Court, for examination and allowance. 

In Council: Read, and accepted. 

In the House of’ Representatives : Read, and concurred. 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


Thursday, January 18, 1776, 
Progont in Council: [fonourables Willium Savor, Waltor Spoonor, Ca- 

Jeb Cushing, John Winthrop, John Adams, John Whetcomb, Jododiuh 

Foater, dunes Proavott, Wldad ‘Taylor, Bonjamin Lincoln, Charles 

Chauncey, Michaol Furloy, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Tolten, Jabox 

Fisher, Mosos Gill, John Yaylor, Bonjamin White, Esquiros, 

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to form In- 
structions for the Delegates trom this Colony to the Ame- 
rican Congress, have attended that service, and report the 
following drafi, which is submitted. 

Winniam Seven, per order, 


In Council s Whereas, Jolin Hancock, Samuel Adans, 
John Adams, Robert Treat Paine, and Elbridge Gerry, 
Esquires, have been chosen, by joint ballot of the two 
Houses of Assembly, to represent the Colony of Massa- 
chusetts- Bay, in New-England, in the American Congress, 
until the Ist day of January, 1777, 

Resolved, That they, or any one, or more of them, are 
hereby fully empowered, with the Delegates from the other 
American Colonies, to concert, direct, and order such further 
measures as shall to them appear best calculated for (he 
establishment of right and liberty to the American Colo~ 
nies, upon a basis permanent and secure, against the power 
and arts of the British Administration, and guarded against 
any future encrorchments of their enemies, with power to 
adjourn to such times, and places, as shall appear most con- 
ducive to the publick safety and advantage. 

Read, and accepted. Sent down. 

Jn the House of Representatives: Read, and concurred, 
ond the Secretary is hereby directed, as soon as may be, to 
signify to each of those gentlemen their appointment, with 
au attested copy of this order.* 

In Council; Read, and concurred. 


A Bill, entitled “An Act for regulating the Militia,. 


* Counon-Cnannen, January 19, 1776,—Sim: Agrocablo to tho di- 
rvotions of tho onclosed resolution, L am toncquaint you, that by a joint 
ballot of both Flousos of Asso for tho Colony of Massachusetts. 
Bay, you aro elected ono of the Doleguies to represent that Colouy int 
Americen Congress, until the Ist day of January, 1777; and the en- 
closed resolution you are to mako the gonorul rulo of your condual, 

By order of the Gonoral Court; 

Perez Moron, Deputy Seoretary. 
To John Hancock, Esq. 


[Same to Binidge Gerry, Sumual Adams, John Adama, and Roberde 
Treat Paine, Esquiros.} 
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&c.,” having passed the House of Representatives, to be 
engrossed. : 

In Council: Read a second time, and passed a concur- 
renee, to be engrossed. 

Petition of Elizabeth Sampson, and others, setting 

‘forth ; “that their familics have been visited with distrossing 
sickness, and the distress much augmented by their not 
being able to purchase proper necessaries for persons under 
such circumstances, as theirs wore in the time of their sick- 
noss, which was brought upon them, at least in part, by 
the delay of the ‘Trustees of fadian AMuirs, in Grafton, 
paying us our reasonable part of the interest money due 
in May last; we, therefore, pray that such measures may 
be pointed out as may be effectual for the speedy collect- 
ing and paying us our proportions of said interest money , 
respectively, not only for our present relief, but for the 
future.” 

In the House of Representatives: On tho Petition of 
Elizabeth Boao ant oibte Lelia inhabitants of @ra/- 
ton, praying to be relieved respecting their income by the 
interest monoy in the hands of tho Guardians of that'Liibe : 

Resolved, ‘Chat wherens, tho Lonournble Artemas Ward, 
Esquire, one of their present Guardians, is necessarily em~ 
ployed in the Continental service, ant! tho others have 
neglected to reliove those Indians, it is become necessary 
that new Gunvdinns shall be appointed, who shall, by such 
Appointment, be vested with the same power, in all matters 
yespeoting tha property of thoso Jndias, as the present 
Guawlians have, 

In Council: Read, and concurred, 

Jn Council: Ordered, ‘That Moses Gill, Esquire, with 
such as the honourable House shall join, bo a Committe to 
consider of tho propricty of commissionating such Captains 
and Subalterns as marehod and joined the Continental 
Army from tho Militia, with full companies, in pursuance 
of the Resolve of the General Court, on tho Ist of Decem- 
ber last. 

In the Tlouse of Representatives : Read, and concurred, 
and Captain Parker and Colonel Hard aro joined. 

Adjouined Co ton o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Friday, Janunry 19, 1776, 
Provent in Counoll: Honourablos William Sover, Waltor Spoonor, Ca. 

Inb Cushing, Jolin Winthrop, Thomae Cushing, John Adams, Jolin 

Whotcomb, Jodedinh Foster, Midad ‘Taylor, Benjamin Lingoln, 

Charloa Chuuncy, Michael Farloy, Joseph Palmor, Samual Holton, 

Jabez Fishor, Mosos Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Bxquires, 

In the House of Representatives: Ordered, Vhat..... 
he a Committee, with suoh as the honourable Board shall 
join, to confer with Mr, Thomas Harling on the subject 
of evecting a Powder-Mill, &e. 

In Council: Read, und concurred, and Caleb Cushing 
and Joseph Palner, Msquiros, aro joined. 


Lotter from Samuel Jordan, representing tho fraud of 
Colonel Cargill: 

In Council: Read, and Ordered, That Eldad Taylor 
and John Taylor, Vsquires, with such as the honourable 
Houso shall join, ba 2 Comumitteo to tale the foregoing 
Letter, and papers accompanying it, into consideration, 
and report. 

An the Elouse af Representatives : Road, and concurred, 
and Mr, Hopkins, Mr, Thompson, and Colonel Cushing, 
are joined, 

In the House of Representatives: Resolved, That the 
Committees, or Selectmen, of the ssveral towns in this Co- 
lany, send a just and true account of all the Powder, Lead, 
and Flints, by them delivered, by order of the Congress, 
or House of Representatives, of this Colony, for the use of 
the said Colony or Army, to the Committee of Accounts, 
by the 1st day of April'next, in order to thoir being paid 
for the samo; the Powder at five Shillings per pound, the 
Lead at five Pence por pound, and the [lints at five Shil- 
Tings per hundred ; unless they chooso to have tha samo 
replaced, when the state of this Colony will permit of. 

Aad it is further Resolved, 'That the Selectmen, o-Com- 
mittees aforesaid, send an account of all the Powder, Load, 
and Flints delivered to the Minute-Men, or others, that 
- was used or left in the camps, for the benefit of tho Aviny, 
on tho alarm of the 19th day of April last, or otherwise 
ho left in the camps for the use of the Army; that the same 
may be paid for by this Court. 
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dn Council: Read, and concurred, 

In Council: Ordered, That John Winthrop and Tho- 
mas Cushing, Esquires, with such as tho honourablo Tlouso 
shall join, be a Committee to take into consideration the 
Resolution of the American Congress, passed the 2d of 
January, wud callod “the Tory Act,? and report. 

In the Louse of Representatives; Read, and concurred, 
and sees ee eee are joined, 


The Commitice appointed to draft a Prochunation, to be 
read at the opening of Courts, 82¢., reported a draft, which 
is as follows, vin: 

By the Great and General Court of the Colony of Mas- 
sactiuserys-Bay:—A Procuamarion, 

The frailty of human nature, the wauts of individuals, 
aud the numerous dangers which surround them through 
the courso of lifo, have, in all ages, and in every country, 
impelled them to form socioties, and establish Governments, 
As the happiness of the people is the sole end of Govern- 
ment, so the consent of the people is the only foumdation of 
it, in reason, morality, and tho natural fitness of things ; and, 
therefore, every act of Government, every exercise of sove- 
reignty, against or without the consent of tho peaple, is 
injustice, usurpation, and tyranny. 

It is a maxim that, in every Government, there must ex+ 
ist, somewhere, a supreme, sovereign, absolute, and uncon! 
trollablo power ; but this power resides always in the body 
of tho people, and it never was, nor can be, delegated to 
one man, or a few, the great Crentor having never given to 
men aright to vest others with authority over them, unli+ 
mnitod either in duration or degree. 

When Kings, Ministers, Governours, or Legislators, 
therefore, instead of exercising the power intruated with 
them according to the principles, forms, nud proportions 
stated by the Constitution, and established by the original 
compuet, prostitute thase powers to the purposes of ope 
pression, lo subvert, instead of supporting a free Constitu 
tion, to destroy, instead of preserving the lives, libertiog, 
and propertics of the people, they are no longer to be 
deemed magistrates vested with a snered charactor, but be+ 
come publick enemics, and ought to be resisted, 

Tho Administration of Great Britain, despising equally 
tho Jubung gional and magnanimity of their ancestors, 
and tho rights, liberties, and courage of Americans, have, 
for a course of years, laboured to establish 2 sovereignty 
in America, not founded in the consent of the people, but 
in tho mere will of persons a thousand Joagues ieee us, 
whom wo know not, and have endeavoured to establish 
this sovercignty over us, against our consent, in all cases 
whatsoever. ‘The Colonies, during this period, have re 
ouved to every porceable resource in a free Constitution, 
by petitions aud remonstrauces, to obtain justice, which 
has not only been denied to them, bur they haye been 
trented with unexampled indignity and contempt; and, at 
length, open war, of tho most atrocious, cruel, nod sangui- 
vary kind, has been commenced against thom. To this, 
an open, manly, and succassful resistance has hitherto been 
made. ‘Lhirteen Colonies are now firmly united in the 
conduct of this most just and necessary war, undor the wise 
councils of their Congress. 

It is the will of Providence, for wiso, righteous, and gra~ 
cious ends, that this Colony should have been singled out 
by the enemies of Amertea, as tho first abject, both of 
their envy and their revenge, and, after having been made 
the subject of several merciless and vindictive statutes, one 
of which was intended to subvert our Constitution by char- 
ter, is made the seut of war. No effectual resistance to 
the system of ly anny provided for us could be made, with» 
out either instant recourse to arms, or a temporary suspon- 
sion of the ordinary powers of Government, ot tribunals of 
justice ; to tho last of which avils, in hopes of a speedy re- 
conciliation with Greaé Britain, upon equitable terms, tho 
Congress advised us to submit; and mankind has seen a 
phenomeuon, without examplo in the political world—a 
large and populous Colony subsisting, in groatqlocency and 
order, for more than a year, under such a smtpayeion of 
Government, 

But as our enemiesshave proceeded jo such barbarous 
extremities, commencing hostilities upon the good people 
of this Colony, and with unprecedented malice, exerting 
their power to spread the calamities of firé, sword, and 
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famine through the land, and no reasonable prospect remains 
of a speedy reconciliation with Great Britain, the Con- 
gress have resolved, that no obedience being due to the 
Act of Parliament for altering the Charter of the Colony of 
the Massachusetts- Bay, nor to a Governour or Lieutenant 
Governour, who will not observe the directions of, but en- 
denvour to subyert that Charter, the Governour and Licu- 
tenant-Governour of that Colony are to be considered as 
absent, and their offices vacant ; and, as there is no Council 
there, and inconveniences arising from tho suspension of 
the powers of Government ave intolerable, especially at a 
time when General @age hath actually levied war, and is 
canying on hostilities against His Majesty's peaceable and 
loyal subjects of that Colony; that in order to conform as 
nearly as may be to the spirit and substance of the Charter, 
it be recommended to the Provincial Convention to wiile 
letters to'the inhabitants of the several places which are 
ontitled to representation in Assembly, requesting them to 
choose such Representatives; and that the Assembly, when 
chosen, do elect Counsellors, and that such Assembly and 
Council exercise ho powers of Government until a Go- 
vernour of His Majesty’s appointment will consent to govein 
the Colony according to its Charter.” In pursuance of which 
advice, the good people of this Colony have chosen a full 
and free representation of themselyos, who, being convened 
in Assembly, have elected a Council, who, as the Executive 
brauch of Government, have constituted necessary officers 
through the Colony, The prosent generation, therefore, 
may be congratulated on the acquisition of a form of Go- 
vermment more immediately, in ull its branches, under the 
influence and control of the people, and, therefore, more 
free and happy than was enjoyed by their ancestors. But 
as a Governnent so popular can be supported only by 
universal knowledge and virtue in the body of the people, 
it is the duty of all ranks to promote the means of edu- 
cation for the rising generation, as well as true religion, 
purity of manners, and integrity of life, among all orders 
and degrees, 

As an Army has become necessary for our defence, and, 
in all free states, the civil must provide for and control the 
military power ; the inajor part of the Council have ap- 
pointed Magistrates and Courts of Justice in every County, 
whose happiness is so connected with that of the people, 
that it is difficult to suppose they can abust their trust. 
The business of it is to see those laws enforced which ave 
hecessary for the preservation of peace, virtue, and good 
order; and, the Great and General Court expects, and re- 
quives, that all necessary support and assistance be given, 
and all proper obedience yielded to them, and will deem 
every person who shall fail of his duty, in this respect 
towards thom, a disturber of the peace of this Colony, and 
deserving of examplary punishment. 

‘Vhat piety and virtua, which alone can secure the free- 
dom of any peaple, be encouraged, and vice and im- 
morality suppressed, the Great and General Court have 
thought fit to issue this Proclamation, commanding and en- 
joining it upon the good people of this Colony, that they 
lead sober, religious, and peaceable lives, avoiding all 
blasphemies, contempt of the Holy Scriptures, and of the 
Lord’s day, and all other crimes and misdemeanors; all 
debauchery, profanencss, corruption, venality, all riotous 
and tumultuary proceedings, and all immoralities whatso- 
over; and that they decently and reverently attend the 
publick worship of God, at all times acknowledging, with 
gratitude, his merciful interposition in their behalf, devoutly 
confiding in Him as the God of armies, by whose favour 
and protection alone they may hope for success in their 

" present conflict, 

And all Judges, Justices, Sheriffs, Grand-Jurors, Tyth- 
ing-men, and all other civil officers within this Colony, are 
hereby strictly enjoined and commanded, that they contri- 
-bute all in their power, by their advice, exertions and ex- 
-araplés, towards a general veformation of manners; and that 
they bring to condign punishment every person who shall 
commit any of the crimes or ‘misdemeanors aforesaid, or 
that shalibe guilty of any immoralities whatsoever; and 
that tGey use their dtmost endeavours to have the re- 
solves of the Congress, and the good and wholesome laws 
of this Colony, duly carried into execution. 

And ds the Ministers of the Gospel within this Colony, 
having, during the late relaxation of the powers of civil 
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Govornment, exerted themselves for our safety, itis hereby 
recommended to them still to continue their virtuous Ja~ 
bours for the good of the people, inculeating, by their publicl 
ministry and private example, the necessity of religion, 
morality, and good order. 

In Council: Ordered, That the foregoing Proclamation 
be read at the opening of every Superior Court of Judica- 
ture, &e., and Inferior Court of Common Pleas, and Court 
of General Sessions of the Peace, within this Colony, by 
their respective Clerks, and at the annual Town-Meetings, 
in Mareh, in each town; and, itis bereby recommended to 
the several Ministers of the Gospel, throughout this Colo- 
ny, to read the same in their respective assemblies, on the 
Lord’s day next after their receiving it, immediately after 
Divine service. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 


In the House of Representatives: Resolved, That the 
request of his Exeellency General Washington, relative to 
raising one Regiment, to consist of seven hundred and 
twenty-eight men, including officers, agreeable to the Con- 
tinental establishment, to reinforce the Aimy in Canada, be 
forthwith complied with; and that the said Regiment be 
inlisted from the Counties of Hampshire and Berkshire, 
to continue in the service of the United Colontes until the 
Ist of January next, if required thereto; and that the 
Field-Officers be now appointed, hy ballot, of one [louse 
of Assembly, and concurrance of the other; ‘and, when 
chosen, the said ofticers be commissionated by the Coun- 
cil, and ordered on their service of recruiting without delay. 

In Councils Read, and concurred, 

Jn the House of Representatives: Resolved, That the 
Vonnnittee appointed for erecting a Powder-Mill for this 
Colony, be, and they hereby are directed, to cause the 
same to be built at Stoughton, without delay, and to cxart 
themselves for executing this most important and. necessar 
business, in preferencd to any other engagement which 
they may be at present under to this Court, and to cause 
the same to be constructed in such manner as shall appear 
to them most advantageous. ae 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Mr, Story came up with a message from the honourable 
Tlouse, to know if the Board had concurred with a Resolve 
of the House, for raising a Regiment in the Counties of 
Uampshira and Berkshire, 

Mr, John Adams went down with a message to the 
House, to inform that the Board had concurred in said, Re- 

solve. 

In the House of Representatives: The House proceaded, 
by ballot, to choose the Hield-Oflicers for the Regiment to 
be raised in the Counties of Zlampshire and Berkshire, to 
reinforce the Continental Army in Canada, agreeable to a 
Resolvo of this day, and unanimously made choice of 
Elisha Porter, Esq., Colonel; Bhomas Williams, Esq., 
Licutenant-Colonel ; and Mr. Abner Morgan, Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning. 

Saturday, January 20, 1776, 
Prosont in Council: Honourablos William Sovor, Walter Spooaer, Ca- 
lob Cushing, John Winthrop, ‘Thomas Cushing, Joh: Whoteomb, 

Jododinh Foster, Eldad Taylor, Bonjamin Lincoln, Charles Chaun- 

cy, Michael Farley, Josoph Pulmor, Sarauel Holton, Jaboz Fisher, 

Moses Gill, John Taylor, Bonjamin White, Esquiros, 

Jn the House of Representatives: Ordered, That the 

aCommissary-General be directed to inform his Execllency 

General H’ashington, that be hasa number of Blankels by 
him, and is ready to deliver them, and such as shall coma 
in to his order, for which he is to take a receipt. 

Jn Council ; Read, and concurred. 

Mr, Story came up with a message from the Touse, de- 
siring that his Excellency General Washington's Lotier, 
relative to raising a Reginient to go to Canada, might be 
sent down, 

Mr. Spooner went down with the above Letter. 

Jn Council : Whereas, Benjamin Lincoln, John Taylor, 
and Benjamin HWhite, squires, have received out of the 
publick ‘Treasury, the sum of eight thousatid Pounds one 
Shilling, and one Pound sixteen Shillings, of the Select- 
men of Hopkinton, for three blankets overpaid that town 5 
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The Commitice, therefore, have examined the said Ac- 
counts, and find they were such only as had been examined, 
allowed, and passed upon by the Committee appointed by 
the honourable House, and concurred by the said Benja- 
min and others, the Committee of Council, that they wera 
well youched, and right cast, and have presented said Ac- 
counts with the vouchers, to bo lodged in the Secretary’s 
Offica; that the snid Benjamin Lincoln, John Laylor, and 
Benjamin White, Esquires, have faithfully discharged the 
trust reposed in them, and find a balance of sixteen Pounds, 
nineteen Shillings and three-fourths of a Penny, due to them, 
which they have advanced for this Colony; that tho ox- 
amination of the said Accounts, by said Committee, was 
made the 18th instant, and docs not include any payments 
mace since that time; and that the erder received on the 
19th instant, for threa thousand Pounds, on the Treasurer, 
was not included in the above said sum of cight thousand 
Pounds, 

Therefore, Resolved, ‘That the said Benjamin Lincoln, 
John Taylor, and Benjamin IVhite, Eaquires, be, and they 
aro hereby discharged from the sum of cight thousand 
Pounds, which they reccived out of the publick ‘Treasury, 
and the sum of one Pound sixteen Shillings, reecived for 
Blankets; also, that there be allowed and paid out of the 
publick Treasury, to Benjamin Lincoln, John Taylor, and 
Benjamin White, Usquires, tho sum of sixteen Pounds, 
nineteen Shillings and three-fourths of a Penny, iv full, for 
so much advanced in payment of Accounts for this Colony. 

In Council: Read, and accepted. 

ne the Louse of Representatives; Read, and concur: 
red, 


Adjourned till to-morrow, twelve o’clock,* 


* Sanus, January 19, 1776.—Ma, Avass: Thad wrolo you rovarat 
poals boforo my hoaring you was roterned, T should bo yory glad if 
you and Mrs, Adame could tako a tun this way bofora you roturn to 
Philadelphia ngain, 

I had’ Intoly a schonnor arrived, with somo powder, ut Barnstabla, 
rathor bottor than throo hundred pounds, whioh was disposed of (hero, 
ax the paoplo wanted it much, Lunderstand that eny person import. 
ing powder aball bo entitled to ship the valuy of {tin fish, and to binge 
tho jroiuee theroof in powdor, Ag such, T should bo glad to havoa 
cortifivalo from tho propor persons authorized to give ona, I want to 
atip tho fish inn difforout bottom, whioh cannot mato any odds, a4 both 
bolong lo mo, [should bo glad to huye Uborty for ono hundred and 
oighty quintals of fiah, being abont tha amount of tho powder, ‘ho 

awdor was importod in the schoonor Sally, Ebenezer Nickerson, mage 
or, from St, ustatina, and now want ta ship tho fish by the schooner 
Endeavour, Jesse Hur ding, for tho West. Indies, 

Your asalating tho bonrer in prooming the abovo, will obliga your 

humblo gorvant, Tsaao Sarvit. 


To tho Monourable John Adanis, Baq.. Watertown. 


Ma, Avama presonts hia complimonts to Mr, Cushing, Mr. Palmer, 
Mr, Gerry, und tho othar gentlomon at Mr. Hunts, und bogs tho favour 
e thom to assist the boarer in tho business montioncd in the within 
lottor. 


In Councit, January 20, 1276: Road, and Ordered, That Mr. Jeane 
Smild hava liberty to axport ano hundred and ity quintala at Tiah to 
tha Woats Indice, boing about tho yuluo of the Powdor ho latoly import. 
ad into this Colony, ho giving bond Lo tho Commlttoo of Inapestion of 

+ tho town from whish he may oxport anid Mish, Uhat ho will Iay out tho 
nott proaceds of tho aumo in Povwior, Saltpotro, or Sulphur, provided 
thoy are to bo had at tho ports ho may go to, and bring the samo into 
somo port in this Colony, Boston and Nantucket oxcopted, 

Sonn Lownnt, Deputy Secretary pro tem. 


Covnor..Ciamnur, Warenrowny, Fannary 20,1776: Whoroas, Zeaae 

Smith, Beqy late of Boston, has imported into the town of Barnstable, 
within this Colony, in the schooner Sally, Ebenezer Nickeraon, waster, 
from Sf, Eustatius, a quuntity of Powdor: 

Orderod, Agroonblo to a Rogolution of the American Congress, of the 
Lith of July last, that ho bo, and horeby is pormilted to export ona 
hundrod and filly quintals of Fish to the West-Zndies, (boing about tho 
yaluo of said Powclor,) in tho schonnor Endeavour, Jesse Harding, mas. 
tor, ho, the said Zsaae Smith, giving bond to tho Commnittoo of Taspee 
tion for tho town from which he may export tho said Fish, that he will 
Tuy out tho nett proceeds of tho same in Powder, Sallpetro, or Sulphur, 
provided they aro te bo had rt the poit to which snid vossol may go, 

; ia import iho sumo into any ports within this Colony, Boston ant 
antucket exooptod, Wrintasm Seven, 


‘ Warren Svoonnn, 
Caen Cusnina, 
Jouxn Wintisnor, 
Trosas Cusine, 
Suoenian Posrer, 
Expan Tayton, 
Benaasiy Lincory, 


Warenrown, January 20, 1778," his may corlify that Zsaae Smith, 
Esquiro, had a vossol, Zbenezer Nickeyeon, master, called tho Sally, 
arrived at Barnstable, from St, Eustatia, with throo hundrod and fifty 
weight of gunpowder, which was tarided there, as I am informed by 
letter, Your Honours’ most humbla servant, Josern Oris, 


To the Counoil of the Colony of tho Massachusetts-Day, 


Cuantes Cuaunoy, 
Mionarh Farry; 
Moses Ginn, 

Janus Frauen, 
Buxsasin Wine, 
Samecr Horrsn, 
Joun Witercomn, , 
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Sabbuth-Day, January 91, 1776, 
Prosont in Coungil: Honourablos Willian Sover, Waltor Spooner, Ca. 
lob Cushing, John Winthrop, John Whotoomb, Jodediah Tostor, 

Hldad Taylor, Bonjamin Glicoln, Churtaa Chaunoy, Michael Furloy, 

Samuel Holton, Jaber Visher, Mosoa Gill, John 'Paylor, Bonjawin 

White, Hsquiron. 

Mr. Story cnme up with a messnge from tho honourable 
House, to inform the Board that nothing was likely to come 
up from the Touso at this time, and desiring that when the 
Board adjourned, they would adjourn to four o’elock, this 
afternoon. 

In the Elouse of Representatives: Whoreas, this Court, 
at the request of his Excellency General Washington, have 
thought it necessary that a temporary reinforcament of the 
Army should be made with all possible despatch, and to 
eflect tho same, have proportioned among the several towns 
in this Colony such a number of men as they apprehend- 
ed each town ought to raise upon the present amargency, 
aud have appointed a Committea out of each County to 
assist in raising the men, and forming them when raised, 
into companies, which Commitice are ys follows: 


For the County of Suffolle: Mr. Gould, Colonel Lovell, 
and Colonel Maketosk. 

For the County of Essex: My, Phillips, My, Jewett, 
Mr. Hopkins, and Major Cross. 

For tho County of Middlesex : Colonel Spaulding, My, 
Brooks, Colonel Perry, Captain Sarile, and Mr, Bryant. 

Wor the County of Plymowh: Captain Cushing, Colo- 
nal Cushing, and Captain White of Middleborough, 
a “ the County of Barnstable : Colonel Otis and Colonel 

Vy 

‘obb. 

Wor tho County of Bristol: Captain Hodges, Mr, Starie- 
wether, and Doctor Baylies. 

For the County of Morcester: Captain Parier, My. 
Fessenden, Mv. Adlen, Mv. Rice, and Colonel IU. 

For the County of Yorks Colonel Sawyer, Mr. Stullix 
van, and Major Gooding. 

Mor the County of Crunberdand : Me. Wadyan and Cap- 
tain Chuter. 

Por the County of Lincoln: Captain Howard and Col- 
onel Jones, 


Therefore, Resolved, ‘That tho persons nforenamed, for 
each of the several Counties aforesaid, ba, and they hereby 
are directedeto use thoir utmost endeavours with the Com- 
mitices of Correspondence and Safety, and the Selectmen 
of cach town, to have the sevegal proportions of men nflixod 
to ench town in their several Counties, raised with all pos- 
sible expedition ; and when raised, to form them into Com- 
panies of ninety men ench, including oflicers, and as soan 
as each Company have chosen their several officers, that thoy 
cause thom to march forthwith to the camp at Cambridge 
er Rowbury, as his Excellency Genoral Vashington shall 
divect. 

Jn Council; Road, and concurred, 

In the House of Representatives: Wherens, it is of very 
groat importance to our brethren, the Inhabitants of Canada, 
and to the Inhabitants of the United Colontes, especially to 
the wostorm and northern Counties thereof, that the advan- 
tages gainod under the smiles of Providence by tho lime. 
vican Army, during tho yoar last past, over the Ministerial 
Forces in Canada should be maintained, and the remaindey 
of them thero effectually subdued, us woll as tho rights and 
liberties of our brethren in that Colony secured: And 
whorens, his Excellency General Washington, has applied 
toeach of the Colonies of Connecticut, Net-Hampshire, 
and Massachusets-Bay, severally, to furnish a Regiment, 
consisting of seven hundred and twenty-eight men, inclu- 
ding officers, to be raised with all possible despatch, on the 
American establishment, and to sorve the United Colonies 
until the Ist day of January next, if required thoreto: 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That a Regiment, consisting of 
seven hundred and twenty-eight men, be raiser for the pur- 
poso aforesaid, in the Countios of Hampshire and Berkshire, 
and to be under the cammand of Llisha Porter, squire, 
as Colonel ; Thomas /Villiams, Esquire, as Léeutenant-Col- 
onel, and Abner Morgan, Esquire, as Majorssvho have 
been unanimously choson by the General CourtSof this 
Galony to those offices, respectively; and that the com- 
manding officer of each Company of Militia, in the towns 
of the said Counties of Hampshire uid Berkshire, hore- 
af or-mentioned, chosen agreeablo to the direction of the 
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Provincial Congress, be, and hereby is directed to cause his 
Company, without delay, to be mustered ; and, that out of 
the Company or Companies in such town, they cause to be 
voluntarily inlisted the number of effective men herein 
aflixed to each town, respectively, to serve the United 
Colonies, on the Continental ostablishment, and under 
their Generals, until the Ist day of January next, if the 
service shall require it; and that cach officer and soldier 
shall be allowed and paid for their service, respectively, 
the same sum, by the calendar months, as is allowed to 
other officers and soldiers in the establishment aforesaid ; 
the time of service to be computed from the time of his 
inlistment, or entering the same, to the time of his discharge, 
and allowing suflicicnt time for his roturn liome, that is to 
say, accounting one day for every twenty miles’ march; also, 
one Penny per mile to compensate his expenses on his march 
to and from the camp, for so many miles as he shall bear 
his Wavelling expenses in the march aforesaid; and cach 
non-commissioned officer and soldier shall be allowed a 
Blanket, or twelve Shillings to pay for the same, if he finds 
it himself, > 

And whereas, the senson js sovere, and the service both 
important and necessary, 

It is further Resolved, As a further encouragement to 
such non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers as shall ap- 
pear to inlist for the succour of their brethren in Canada, 
and for the defence and support of the just cause of Ame- 
rica on this occasion, that, inaddition to one month’s advance 
wages to be paid thom by his Excellency Goneral Wash- 
ington, there shall be paid them, also, out of the publick 
Treasury of this Colony, one other month's advance wages 
upon their passing muster, bya Mustermaster to be appoint 
ed by his Excellency, in full confidence that the justice of 
the Congress will order tho same to be reimbursed ; and 
the ‘Treasurer is hereby ordered to pay the sum of thirteen 
hundred and ninety-cight Pounds eight Shillings, te Colonel 
Porter for that purpose, he to be accountable to this Court 
for the same, And the Selectmen and Committecs of Cor- 
respondence and Safety of each of said towns, are request- 
ed, without fail, to afford thoir immediate assistance fully 
to eflect this business with the utmost despatch, as they re- 
gard their country’s and their own safety and welfare. 

And it is further Resolved, That the Captains, Subal- 
terns, and non-Commisioned Officers of the Several Com 
panics, shalt be chosen by the Companies, respectively, 
from those inlisted, or others, and conymissioned by the 
Council, and that the Committee appoiiited by this Court, 
in conjunction with the Iield-Officers aforesaid, distribute 
the men inlisted as aforesnid into Companies. 


The Form of the Inlistment. 


Wo, the subscribers, do hereby severally inlist ourselves 
into the sorvice of the United American Colonics, until the 
Ist day of January next, if tho said service should require 
it. And each of us do engage to furnish and carry with us 
into the service aforesaid a good effective fire-arm and blan- 
ket, also, a good bayonet, cartridge-pouch, and a batchet 
or tomahawk, or cutting sword, if possible; and we seve- 
rally consent to be formed by such person, or persons, as 

“the General Court shall appoint into a Company of ninety 
men, ineluding one Captain, two Lieutenants, one Ensign, 
four Sergeants, four Corporals, one Drum, and one File, 
to be elected by the Company, and commissionated by the 
Council, and, when formed, we engage to march to Canada 
with the utmost expedition, and to be under such Field- 
Officers as the General Court have appointed, or shall ap- 


point; and we further agree, during the time aforesaid, to» 


be subject to such Generals, ov superior officers, as are or 
shall bo appointed, and to be under such regulations in 
every respect, as are provided for tho aforesaid. 

Dated this... ..0f..... A, D, 1776. 


County of Berkshire. 


Sheffield, - - - + 24 Hopeland and Glass- 

Sandisfield, - - ~ 11 works, - - - - 9 
New-Martborough, - 16 Pittsfield- - - - Ql 
Egremént, - - - 11 Hartwood, - - - 8 
Grént-Barrington, - 15 Lanesborough, - - 19 
Alford, - - ~ - 7 Partridgefield, - - 8 
Tyringham, - - - 138 Gageborough, - - 8 
Stockbridge, = - + 12 Jericho, - - - + 8 
West-Stockbridge, - 7 New-Providence, - 10 
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Richmond, - - - 18 Williamston, - - +14 
Lenox, - - - - 18 East-Hoosick, - - 9 
Becket, - - - - 9 Louden, - - ~ - 5& 
County of Hampshire. 
Springheld, - - - 19 South-Brimfield, - - 10 
Wilbraham, - - + 1L Mensen, - - - - 8 
West-Springfield, -21 Pelham, - - ~ - 12 
Navies | laurpton - 23 Greenwich, - - - 9 
South-[lampton,- - 9 Blanford,- - ~ - 10 
Westfield,- - - - 18 Loverett,- - - - 5 
Southwick, - - - 9 Palmer, - - - - IL 
Hadley, - - - - 10 Granville) - - -18 
South-Hadley, - - 9 New-Salem,- - - 12 
Amherst, - - - -14 Belchertown,- - - 12 
Granby, - - ~ - 7% Colerain, - - - - 10 
Ilatficld, - - - -30 Ware,- - ~- - - 7 
Whately, - - - - 6 Warwick,- - - - 6 
Williamsburgh, - - 7 Bernardston,- - - 9 
Deerfield,- -~ ~ +183 Murrayfield, - - - 6 
Greenfield, - - - 11 Charlemont, - - - 7 
Shelburne, - - - 10 Ashfield, - = - - 8 
Conway, - - - - 12 Worthington,- - - 8 
Sunderland, - - - 7 Shutesbury, - - - 9 
Montague, - - - 9 Ludlow, - - + - 5 
Northfield, - - - 10 Norwich, - - - - 4 
Brimfield,- - - - 13 Chesterfield, - ~ - 12 


Jn Council: Read, and concurred, 

Adjourned to ten o’clack, to-morrow tnorning. 

Monday, January 22, 1776, 
Progont in Council: Fonowrables William Sovor, Walter Spoonor, Ca. 
lob Cushing, John Winthrop, ‘Shoman Cushing, John Whotcomb, 

Jedediah Foster, Jumos Proscott, Midad Naylor, Benjamin Lincoln, 

Charles Channoy, Miohnol Farloy, Joseph Palmer, Samucl ILolton, 

Tahoz Fishor, Moses Gill, John ‘Taylor, Bonjamin Whito, Esquires, 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, it is of grent 
importance that the Regiment to be raised by this Colony 
to serve the United Colonies in Canada, should be inlisted 
and marched with the utmost despatch, and the appoint- 
ment of the Staff-Oflicers by this Court, and making com- 
missions to Captains and Subalterns for said Regiment by 
the Council, may occasion delay: 

Resolved, That the Field-Officers of the Regiment, to- 
gether with Major Pynchon, Major Ely, Colonel Fietd, 
Mr, Dickerson, Major Bliss, Colonel Low, Doctor Whi- 
ting, Captain Goodrich, and Major Smith, or the major 
part of them, be, and they aro hereby appointed a Cayn- 
mittee to appoint a Quartermaster, an Adjutant, a Chap- 
lain, Surgeon, and Surgcon’s Mata, for said Regiment, and 
the honourable Board aro hereby empowered to deliver to 
said Committee five blank warrants for the said Staff- 
Officers; also, 2 suficient number of blank commissions 
for the Captains and Subalterns aforesaid, signed ; and the 
said Committee are directed to fill up the said blank coms 
missions with the names of such commissioned officers as 
the Companies shal) respectively choose. : 

In Council: Road, and concurred, ; 

An engrossed Bill, entitled, “An Act for regulating tho 
Militia of this Colony,” having passed tho House of Re- 
presentatives, to be enacted, 

In Council; Read a second time, and passed a concur- 
rence, to be enacted. 

In the House of Representatives: Whereas, this Court, 
at the request of his Excellency General Mashington, have 
ortlered that a Regiment should be raised in the Counties 
of Hampshire and Berkshire, to reinforce the Army in Ca- 
nada, with all possible despatch; and, to effeot the same, , 
have proportioned among the several towns in those Coun- 
ties such a number of men as they apprehend each town 
ought to raise, and have appointed a Committee out of each 
County to assist in raising the men, and forming them, 
when raised, into Companies, viz: Major Pynchon, Major 
Ely, Colonel Field, Mr. Dickerson, Major Bliss, and Col- 
ona How, for the County of Hampshire; and Doctor Whi- 
ting, Captain Goodrich, and Major Smith, for the County 
of Berkshire: Pee 

Therefore, Resolved, That the said Committee be, and 
they hereby are directed, to use their utmdst enieavours 
with the Field-Officers of the Regiment to be raised as 
aforesaid, and the Committees of Correspondence and 
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Safety, and the Selectmen of each town, within their re- 
spective Counties, (0 have the several proportions of men 


. affixed to cach town, therein raised with all possible expe- 


dition, and, when raised, to form them into Companies of 
ninety men each, incluling officers, and, as soon as cach 
Company las chosen their several officers, that they cause 
them to march forthwith into Canada, 

dn Council: Read, aud concurred. 


Jn the Louse of Representatives: Whereas, a certain 
Act, entitled, “An Act for establishing and regulating the 
Jees of tho severnt Oficers within this Province, here- 
after mentioned,” made and passed at tho Session of the 
Great and General Court of this Colony begun and held 
at Boston, in tho County of Suffollce, upon MVednesday, 
the Gth day of January, 1778, expired on the last day of 
October \ast, and, at present, there is no act or Taw of this 
Colony now in force for establishing and regulating the 
feos of the several officers in the said Act mentioned, ex- 
copting a certnin Act mado and passed in tho fourth year of 
tho reign of Hilliam and Mary, King and Queen, entitled, 
“An Act for regulating Foes,” which Jast mentioned Act 
has, by divers temporary acts, from time to time beon su- 
perseded and suspended as unsalatary, and tho fees thereby 
settled and established appear to he, in many instances, cx- 
travagant and unreasonable ; 

Tt is, therefore, Resolved, ‘That henceforward, until the 
farthor order of tho General Court, it shall bo lawful for all 
Officers named and mentioned in the Act first above-mon- 
tioned, to take and recoive for tho sevoral services therein 
specified, such, and no highor }'ees, than tho [ees or sins 
of money specified in the first-montionad Act, and bo sub- 
ject to tho pains, and penalties there provided for offences 
against the sarne, 

“In Council: Read, and concurred. 


Petition of James Curtis, of Brunswick, setting forth: 
“thn he raised a Company of fifty men, and was ordored 
by Colonel Phinney to march them to Eead-Quaiters, 
where wo arrived the 80th day of July, and, on tho 9h 
day of August, received orders from the honourable Coun- 
cil to return to Decr-Jyland, in the County of Lincoln, 
dndey the command of Colonel James Cargill, Your po- 
titioner would farthor set forth, that ho has made up his 
muster-rolls upon the establishment, until he reecived or- 
ders, and, also, his rolls, from said 9th of August, upon the 
sea-const, and has been at great cost and charge therein, 
and still at gront charge, and the honownble Conmitteo 
refuses to pass said rolls, by reason they are not made up 
to and from the Ist day of August, and, also, refuses to 
allow the mon their coats and blankets, according to esta- 
blishment they intisted in, whon they marched to Head- 
Quarters without rue Honour’ epprobation, Your pett- 
tioner prays your {lonours would allow thom the samo as 
othors that inlisted upon the establishment.” 

Tho Committee choson to take into consideration the 
Potition of Captain James Curtis, beg leave to roport, ag 
their opinion, that said Ciats havo leave to mako up his 
Master Roll, from the time the men inlisted to the Oth day 
of August, bat cannot find that they ate entitled to any 
Coats or Blankets. 

In the House of Representatiees: Read, and accepted, 
and Resolved, That the Committce on Muster-Rolls be 
directed to pass upon said Curtis's Roll, when made up 
Lo to the above Report, on the establishment of the 

my. : 

i Ie Opsstclds Read, and concurred, 

dn the House of Representatives: Ordered, That the 
Treasurer be directed to pay the two thousand Pounds 
which the Court have this day resolved to lend Joseph 
Trumbull, sq., Commissary-General of the Continental 
rain in Continental Bills, if the said ‘Trumbull shall de- 

IG ts 
Iv Council: Read, and concurred, 
Adjourned to ton o’elock, to-morrow morning.* 


# CounortCrannnn, Jannary 22, 1776.—Ganrixaen : Your instrac: 
liona to Mr, Wigglesworth and Mr, Hodge, requesting thom Lo pias 
William Miller and Margaret Grozart, wore lnid bofore this Board, with 
the letters which wore taken with thom, 

The Bond fully approvo of the vigilanes of your Committco, and aro 
of opinion thnt tho escapo of thaso povsons, espocimlly Miller, might bo 
dongerous to the country, and to your lown ii partionlan, Wo have, 
thoroforo, divostad that thoy return to Newburyport, and bo under the 
gato and inspection of your Committos, and, unless Willian Miller shall 
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Tuoaday, Junvary 23, 1776, 
Prosont in Council; Hononrnbles Willinm Sovor, Walter Spoonor, 
Culoh Cushing, John Winthrop, Thomas Cashing, John Whotcomb, 
Jedudiah ¥ostor, James Prossott, Mdad Laylor, Benjamin Tinooln, 
Charles Ghuumey, Michaot Farley, Joseph ‘Palm, Sunol Helton, 
Jabox Fiehor, Moson Gill, John ‘Paylor, Bonjamin White, Baquires, 
The Committoo appointed by both Houses to consider 
the propriety of commissionating such Captains and Ligue 
tenants as marched and joined the Continantal Army from 
the Militia, with full Companies, in pursuance with the Re+ 
solve of tho Genoral Court, on the Ist day of December 
Jast, havo attended their duty, and are of opinion, that the 
commissionating all the Captains and Tieutenants in the 
order in whieh they ware chosen by their respective com- 
panies, as they marched into the camp, is what snid officers 
expected, and, as they hnve done tho duty, sustained the 
oflico, and expect the pay dus to them by the esinblish- 
meut of the Continental Army, your Cammittee conclude 
they ought to bo commissionated ; therefore, bog leave to 
yoport a resolve for that purpose 
Resolved, Chat all the Captains and Lieutenants march- 
ed into the camp, 93 ¢ teinporary reinforéament to the Con- 
tinontal Army, by order of this Court of the first of last 
month, be now commissionated by the Council, agreeable 
to the several ranks, and in the order in which they were 
choseu by their respective Companies, any thing ina Re- 
salve of this Court, af the Lath instant, ta the contrary 
notwithstanding 5 and that said commissions bear date the 
10th of last month, the day on whieh wast of them atrived 
in the camp, 
In Council: Road, and accopted. 
In the House of Representatives: Read, and concurred, 
Petition of Joseph Deane, sotting forth + that ho hs, for 
soveral yeurs past, uged the Surinam ado ; in consequence, 
a yory considerable part of hig interest, to the amount of 
five hundred pounds, now remains in the hands of the 
merchants in that place, the timo limited for the py: 
ment of which bas already expired. Your petitioner begs 
Jeave further to represent to the honourable Court, that ho 
last spring purchased a bill of exchange, to the amount 
of five hundred pounds more, drawn by n Juéch merchant 
there on his corresponient in almsterdam, which bill hns 
since come back protested to your petitioner, both of which 
sums inust be ivfallibly lost to your memorialist in case of 
failure of any” of his debtors (which, at this day, is not im- 
pee) He, therefore, prays your Honours to grant him 
iberty to sail frow this Coloky to Surinaa in a brigan- 
tine whieh he now has by him, and lying totally useless, in 
order to secure the aforesnid suns, Le rans uot, nor doos 
he wish to contrayone the Resolves of the American Cone 
gross, or tho regulations made by this Colony. Le, theres 
fore, only asks parmission o camry cnypty niolasses casks 
onough to bring home the procaeds of his said debt in the 
produce of Surinam, and ie vost ballnst. He intends, if 
y any means can bo obtained, to purchase a cargo af pow 
dor; but ag this is a mattor altogether uncertain, and ag mor 
Inssos casks cannat be procured in Surinam, he prays yout 
Tlonours to grant him the permission nbove prayed fare 
In the House of Representatives: Read, avd commit 
ted to the Commitiee appointed the 15th currant, to cons 
sider the subject-matter of Zhomas Russell's Petition. 
Jn Council: Read, and concurred, ‘ 
The Committee of both Houses on the above Petition; 
have attended that service, and haying considered the santo; 
report the lollowing Resolve : ’ ; 
Resolved, That Joseph Deane be allowod to sond the Bri- 
~gantine in his Petition mentioned, to the foreign Hest-Jn- 
dies, in order to collect any moneys which may be due to 
him there, he giving bonds with sufficient suroties in the sum 
of ono thousand Pounds to the Treasurer of this Colony, that 
he will not export in said brigantine any cash or produce 
of the Colonies. And it is recommended to tho snid Joseph, 
Deane, to purchase and return hero Arms, Ammunition, or 
any species of Military Stores cnumerated in a late Rego- 
Jution of the Congress, if they are to be obtaiped. 





give ough soaurity aa you may think safo for tho publiat, by, alpo, for 
your town, Uiat he will not depart the town of Newburyport. untous b 
Jouyo of this Board, and that ho will not holt any correspondences with 
tho onemios of American liberty, you aro further empowored to come 
mit him to close confinoment, until the furthor order of this Board, 

In the name, and by order of the Coungil: = * W, Sevan. 


To tho Committeo of Safoly of Newburyport. 
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Jn Council: Read, and accepted. 

Jn the House of Representatives: Read, and concurred. 

Patition of Thomas Russell, late of Charlestown, sotting thought unnecessary, and the said Bassett being chosen as 
forth: that he has now due to him considerable sums of & Lieutenant-Colonel by this Court, for the regiment to bé 
monay from tho foreign Mest-India Islands, for the recovery ised in the Counties of Plymouth and Barnstable, to re~ 
of which he conecives there are no possible ineaus, if tha inforee the Continental Army till the said first day of 
intercourse between them and us is totally stopped. That April, _ ‘ 
your petitioner is also possessed of a small schooner, of , Therefore, it is further Resolved, That the said Bara- 
which Matthew Groves is waster, now in tho harbour of chiah Bassett, Esq., be released from his service at said 
Salem, the inactivity of which, if'a total stagnation of trade Island, until the first day of April, and then return to said 
takes place, your Honours are doubtless sensible must prove tation and establishment. 

a dead loss. In Council: Read, and concurred. 

“That your petitioner proposes by no means toexportthe In the House of Representatives: Resolved, That there 
produce of this Province to the foreign Mest-Indics, butto be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, in Con- 
sail in ballast, and make a return with the commodities of tinental Bills, to the Honourable John Hancock, Samuel 
said foreign Islands; wherefore, and considering the ama- Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat Paine, and Elbridge 
zing scarcity, and consequently high price of /Vost-India Gerry, Esquires, Delegates from this Colony in Continen- 
commodities, your petitioner prays that the said schooner tal Congress, the sum of one hundred and thirty Pounds 


at the Islands aforesaid, at Martha’s Vineyard, and his at- 


may be permitted to perform said voyage.” 

In the Ilouse of Representatives: Ordered, That the 
Speaker, My, Lopicins, and Colonel Sawyer, with such as 
the honourable Board shall join, be a Committee to con- 
sidor at larga tho subject-matter of tho within Petition, and 
report. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and William Sever 
and John HWinthrop, Msquires, aro jotued. 


The Committee of both Houses on tho Petition of Zho- 
mas Russell, have attended that service, and having con- 
sidored tha same, repart the following : 

Resolved, Vhat ‘Thomas Russell be allowed to send tho 
schooner, of which Matthew Groves is master, to the foreign 
‘West-Indies, in order to collect any moneys which may 
he due to him there, he giving bonds, with sufficient suro- 
tles, in tho sum of one thousand Pounds, to the Treasurer of 
this Colony, that he will not export in said schooner any 
cash or produce of the Colonies. Aud it is horeby re- 
commended to the said Thomas Russell, to direct the mas- 
ter of said vessel to purchaso Arms, Ammunition, or any 
kind of Military Stores enumerated in a late Resolution of 
the Congress, if they are to be obtained. 

In Council: Read, and accepted. 

In the House of Representatives: Read, and concurred, 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


— 


Woinesday, January 24, 1776, 


Frosunt in Council: Honourablea Willinm Savor, Walter Spoousr, 
Calob Cushing, John Winthrop, Thomas Cushing, John Adame, John 
Whotcomb, Jododiah Foster, James Prosaott, Eldud Taylor, Benjamin 
Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, Michaol Farloy, Joaoph Palmer, Samuol 
Holton, Jabow Vishor, Mosos Gill, John ‘Taylor, Bonjamin Whit, Ms. 
quires, 


each, to enable the said gentlemen to defiay their expenses 
and support the dignity of their office, they to be account- 
able to the General Court for the sama, 

In Council: Read, and concmred. 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning, 


Thursday, January 25, 1776, 
Prosent in Council: Honourablos William Sever, Waltor Spoonor, Ca. 

Ieb Cushing, John Winthrop, Thomas Cushing, Join Whotoomb, 

Jedediah Foster, Jumos Proscott, Eldad Taylor, Charles Chauncey, 

Benjamin Lincoln, Michaol Farloy, Josoph Palnor, Samuol Holton, 

Jabez Fisher, Mosos Gill, John ‘Taylor, Bonjamin White, Eequires, 

fn the House of Representatives s Resolved, That the 
Receiver-General have liberty to pay tho fifty thousand 
Pounds which this Court have offered to lend his Excel- 
Joncy Genoral TPashington, either in Continental Bills or. 
other money, 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives: Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to Doc- 
tor Samuel Langdon, President of Harvard College, the 
sum of one hundred Pounds, in full for the balance of his 
services for one year, ending 14th of October, 1775. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 


In the ETouse of Representatives ; Resolved, That there 
bo pnid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to Ma- 
jor Joseph Hawley, the sum of threo hundred and twelve 
Pounds sixteen Shillings, to be delivered to Colonel Elisha 
Porter, Esquire, to be by him paid to such of his soldiers’ 
as shall provide themselves with a blanket, : 


In Council: Road, and concurred. 
Jn Council: Resolved, That all Five-Arms and Car- 


or to any town with, 


dn the House of Representatives : Whereas, there are tridge-boxes belonging to this pared 0 
two Companies, of seventy-five men each, raised and sta- in the same, and which are or shall be in the hands of any, 
tioned at the Blizaberh-Islands, by a former Resolve of officer or soldier belonging to this Government, shall, when 
this Court, and it being apprehended that one of those such officer or soldier is discharged the service, be lodged 
Companies will be sufficient to guard those Islands till the either with the Commissary-General of this Colony, or with 
first day of..April next, and as it is of importance to rein- the Quartermaster-General, his Deputies, or the Ordnance, 
force the Continental Army before Boston, with the great- Storekeeper of the Continental Army, who shall give his 
eg expedition, sal for the same, taking care particularly to mention 

Thorefore, it is Resolved, That the Committee for raising what her they belong tothe Colony, or any particular town 
men, in the County of Barnstable, be directed to include in the Colony, and if to any town, to what town and in 
in tho proportion of men to be raised in that County, one what County ; which receipt the Receiver-General is here- 
company of said men stationed at the Ltzadeth-Islands by directed to annex to the roll of the company to which 
aforesaid, in, oase they will inlist; and all such officers and such officer or soldier belongs, and pay all such stoppages, 
soldiers of them, who shall inlist and engage in the service 98 shall have been mado for the same, without any speoial 
of the Continental Army, till the snid first day of Apri, , warrant fom the Council therefor; and the ‘Treasurer is 
shall receive the same allowance for travelling tq and from also hereby directed, upon his receiving any receipt of the 
the camp, as also the same wages as others raised for the Quartermaster-General, his Deputies, or the Ordnance 

urpose of reinforcing the said Continental Army, and shall Storekeeper of the Continental Army, for any arm, or arms, 

e released from their service at the said Llizabeth-Islands cartridge-box or boxes, which have been delivered him by 
till the first day of April next, and then shall return to that any officer or soldier belonging to this Government, (o 
service and establishinent again; and if one a we officers paral a Continent with the arms and cartridge-boxes so 
shall inlist one company of seventy-five men of said compa- ¢cuvered. . ' 
nies, stationed at said Tandy thoy shall, in that case, be the Et the House of Representatives: Read, and concurred. 
officers of,th’t company, and may Gil up, by inlistment, the Au Cowneil: Whercas, upon inquiry, it doth not appear: 
remainder of the company, to make up ninety men in the that many of the Inhabitants of the Island of Maria's, 
whol, including officers, and the whole of said company Vineyard, ever had a disposition to supply the extemy with 
shall then proceed to the choice,of an Ensign, to serve till’ Provisions, and jt doth not appear by, 1hé Resolve of the, 
the first day of April, : 9th of December last, that they were suspected of corruptly , 

And whereas, Barachiah Bassett, Esq., was appointed doing the same; and such measures. having been taken as 
by this Court as a Major, to command the forces stationed (in all probability) will prevent the enemy {rom being sup- 


tention to said service, till the first of April next, being 


x 
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plied from thet Island, and tho Tohabitants thereof must 
suffer while under the aforementioned restraint, 

Theroforo, Resolved, That the ovder of this Court, of 
the 9th of December Inst, so fay us it respects Martha's 
Vineyard only, bo, and hereby is, annulled, and that this 
Resolve be printed in the Cambridge and Hatertowa Pa- 
pers. 
Jn the House of Ropresentatives : Read, and concurred. 

Tho Momorial of the Selectinen of the Town of Sher- 
dune, on tho Island of Nantucket, at tha request of a num~ 
hor of the Inhabitants, humbly sheweths that your memo- 
rialists aro deeply concerned to find that there is a resolve 
of the General Assembly of this Colony, forbidding any 
importation of fuel or provisions into this town; and that it 
is recommended to tho United Colonies to afford no fur- 
ther supplies, by reason, as we apprehend, of some misro- 
presentation being made of our past conduct. 

© Your momorialists beg Jeave further to represent, that 
such restraint will, in its operation, ina very short time, 
subject the inhabitants (0 extreme distiess, as there is al- 
ready gyent complaint for want of fuel and other necessa- 
ries. Numbers of families begin to fecl the pressing calls 
of hungor and want; therefore, your memorialists bog your 
attention to a resolyo of the Continental Congress of the 
11th of December last, founded in humanity, as they say, 
pointing out the necessity of said town’s being further sap- 
plied through a Committe of this Colony, Your inomo- 
rialists, therefore, humbly request, dat said restraint re- 
commended to tho other Colonies, may bo recalled, or 
otherwise, as your Tonours shall think proper, 

Inthe Iouse of Representatives: Read, and committed 
to Colonel Leeman, Mr. Brown, of Boston, wud Mr. Da- 
vis, of Barnstable, with such as the honourable Board may 
join, and the Committee ara directed to report what is 
proper to be done. 

in Council: Read, and concurred, and John HWinth op 
and Charles Chauncy, Hsquires, are joined. 


In the House of Representatives: Whoreas, thero has 

no establishment beon made for tho Genoral Ofticors ap- 
pointed by the Congress of this Colony, for their service 
in the Massachusetts Army, from the timo they entered 
into said service, until they were put into the pay of the 
Continent, or wore otherwise discharged: 
_ Therefore, Resolved, Chat thore be allowed, and paid 
out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to the General 
Ofticers appointed by the Congress of this Colony for their 
services in the Massachusetts Army, from the time they 
entered into said sorvice, until thoy wero put into the pay 
of the Continent, or were othorwise discharged at the seve- 
ral rates following, viz: Lho Wonournble Gonoral Ward, 
who servod this Colony as Commander-in-chief, tventy- 
one Pounds per month; Vo General Zhomas, who served 
this Colony as Lieutenant-General, eighteen Pounds por 
months and to Genorals Whitcomb, Heath, Frye, and Po- 
meroy, sixteen Pounds per month—each accounting twen- 
ty-cight days to a month ; and, they are hereby respectively 
desired to make up their Accounts accordingly, and lodgo 
them with the Searetary of this Colony, for oxamination 
and allowance of the Commitice on the Muster-Rolls of 
the Army, 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


: — 


Friday, Janunry 26, 1776. 

Prawont in Councils Monournblos William Sovor, Cnlob Cushing, 

John Winthrop, ‘Thomas Cushing, John Wheteomb, Jedediah Fostor, 

Tames Proscott, Edad Taylor, Banjamin Lineoln, Chailos Chauncy, 

Michael Farloy, Josoph Palmor, Sanwel [folton, Jabez Fishor, Mo- 

aoe Gill, John Taylor, Bunjamin Whito, Esquiros. 

Captain Batchelder came up with a message from the 

louse to inform the Bonrd, that the House hud assigned this 
day, at twelve o'clock, to come to the choice of Guardians 
for the Hassanimisco ribo of Indians, at Grafton, if agres- 
able to the honourable Board, 


Jabez Fisher, Esq., went down with a messago to the 


House, to inform them that the Board agreed to the feve- 
going proposal of the honourable House. 

\ dh tho House of Representatives; Whereas, this Court 
observe, that in consistency with the letter of the purview 
of their Resolve of the 19th December last, relative to the 
satpensating the loss of Arms, Accoutrements and Cloth- 
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ing, sustained by cortuin persons who engaged the Ministe- 
rial forees, on the 19th of April and 17th of June last past; 
accowus of losses may bo exhibited to tha Commiteo of 
this Court from officers and privates, not so much as raised 
by this Colony, and othors may make a elaim of compensa- 
tion for losses, which losses wore not caused by their being 
actually ongaged in fight with the Ministerial troops on the 
days aforesaid, or either of them, which is evidently diverse, 
and without the true intent and design of the Court at the 
dime of their passing the said Rosolyo, as appears from the 
preamble thereof, as well as the justico and reason of the 
case, 

It js, therefore, Resolved, ‘Vhat the aforesaid Resolve of 
the 19th December last ought not to be taken or construed to 
extend to any Commissioned, non-Commissionod Officers 
or Privates, who, on the said 10th day of April or 17th of 
June, or oither of them, wore not on the establishment of 
this Colony, or to losses which were not caused by such 
persons having heen actually engaged in battle against the 

Jinisterin) troops on tho said days, or oither of them, 
and no Committee or Commitices af Ulis Court, ov either 
House appointed to consider of the claims of persons for 
compensation of losses, in consequence of the said Resolve 
of the 191h December, ought to allow, or report in favour 
of an allowance of any such claim, without satishietory ovi- 
dence that the person, or persons, nmking such claim was 
on the establishment of this Culony, aud that he was actu- 
ally engagod in fight with tho said Ministerial troops. 

In Council: Rend, and concurred, 


In Council: Ordered, Chat Jedediah Moster and Mae 
chacl Marly, Ksquives, ba a Committes on the pact of the 
Board to count and sort the votes for Guardians to the 
Tassanimisco Tribe of Indiana, at Grafton ; who reported 
that the number of votes ware s 


On the partof the Bonrd« + + 6 « « 9 
On tho partof the Mouse, - = - = + 65 
Total, - «= + = = 8 «= » 64 


Thity-threa made a vote; and that Mdward Rawson, 
Usquire, bad 64, Stephen Maynard had 48, Deacon Llall 
had 45, and wero accordingly chosen. 


The Committee appointed to arrange the Militia through, 


the Colony reported : 

That tharé be four Regiments formed in the County of 
Plymouth, in the mannor following, viz: 

Hirst Rogiment: Plymouth} Plympton, Malifac, King- 
ston, Durborough, 

Secon Regiment: Seituate, Marshfield, Lanover, 
Pembroke, 

Vhird Regiment: Bridgewater, “bington. 
; Fourth Rogiments Mlddfeborough, Rochester, Ware» 
nM. 


That there be eight Rogimonts formod in the County 
of Worcester, in the manner following, ving 

Firat Regiment: Worcester, Leicester, Wolden, Spen- 
cor, Paxton. 

Second Regiment: Lancaster, Harvard, Bolton, Prines« 
tone 

Third Regimont: Mendon, Uvbridge, Northbridge, 
Upton, Douglass. 

Fouyth Regiment: Brookfield, Western, New- Brain- 
tree, Hardwicl, Oakham. 

Fifth Regiment: Sulton, Oxford, Sturbridge, Charl 
ton, Dudley, ‘ 

Sixth Regiment: Southborough, Westborough, Shrews- 
ebury, Northborough, Grafton. 

Seventh Regiment: Rutland, Petersham, Hutchinson, 
Athol, Templeton, Winchendon, Royalston, ubbardson. 

Kighth Regiment: Lamenburgh, Leominster, MWestmin- 
ster, Mitchburgh, Ashburnham, including the adjacent lands 
lying north of Princeton. 

That there be six Regiments in the County of amp. 
shire, three on the West side of the Great-River, and three 
on the Fast side, in manner following, vizz « 

South Regiment, on tho Enst sido of the river Spring 
field, Wilbraham, Brimfield, South-Brimficld, Palmer, 
Monson, Ludlow. 

South Regiment, on thé West side of tho rivers Mest. 
Springfield, Westfield, Southwick, Granville, Blanford, 
Murrayfield, i 
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Middio Regiment, on the West sido of tho river: North- 
amplon, Hatfield, Whately, Wiliansbugh, Chesterfield, 
Me the Gore,) Southampton, Worthington, Norwich, 

unber-Iive, 

Middle Reaiment, on the Enst side of the river: Wadley, 
South-Ladley, Granby, Belcheriown, Ware, Greenwich, 
Pelham, Amherst. 

North Regimeut, on the East side of the river: North- 
Jield, Sunderland, Leverett, Shutesbury, New-Salem, Lir- 
vingshire, Montague, Warwick. 

North Regiment, on the West side of the river: Deer- 
Jfield, Greenfield, Charlemont and F¥ard’s Grants, Merry- 
jield, Colerain, Barnardstown, Shelburne, Conway, Ash- 
field, Hatfield Equivalent, Number-Seven, N. Town, 

Which divisions were sead, and accepted. 

In Council; Whereas, by a Resolve of the General Court 
of the 25th instant, the Recciver-General is directed to pay 
out such sums as are ordered to be stopped on the pay-rolls, 
for supplies of arms and cartridge-boxes to the ofticers and 
soldiers, mado by any town in this Colony, without a spe- 
cial warrant (rom the Council therefor; which Resolve does 
not extend to such supplics made by the officers to the 
men borne on (heir respective iolls: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and 
he hereby is directed to pay out the Stoppages made by tho 
Officors for Arms and Cartridge-Boxes, by them supplied, 
in the same manner as for those supplied by the towns. 

In the Louse of Representatives ; Read, aud concurred. 

In the Louse of Representatives: Resolved, That. . . 
eee ev os bot Committee to examine the Accounts of 
this Court for fixing out Armed Vessels, nnd tho Resolves 
of the American Congress relative to the capture of Vessels. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Hiltiam Sever 
and Thomas Cushing’, Esquires, are joined. 

Tho Committee appointed to arrange the Militia, re~ 
portod that there be two Regiments farmed in the County 
of Berkshire, innanner following, via: 

South Regiment: Sheffield, Great- Barrington, Egre- 
mont, New-Marlborough, Sundersfield, Tyringham, Al- 
ford, Lowden, ; : 

North Regiment: Stockbridge, West-Stockbridge, The 
Glossworks, Lenow, Richmond, Pittsfield, Lanesbaraugh; 
Jericho, Becket, Hartwood, Partridgefield Gugeborough, 
Now-Providence, New-Ashford, Willianstown, ‘Eust-Loo- 
sick, % 

That there be six Regiments formed in the County of 
Lincoln, in the manner following, to wit: 

First Rogiment: Georgetown, Ioolwich, Topsham, 
Bowdoinham, and the South Company in the East Pre- 
cinet of the Town of Pownalborough. 

Second Regiment: North Company in the East Pre- 
cinct of Pownalborough, the Company in the West Pre- 
cinet in said town, the Plantation called Bathtown as far 
East as Dyer’s River, tho Plantation called Gardnerstown, 
Hallowell, Winthrop, Vassalborough, Hinslow, with the 
adjacent Settlement on Kenncbeck-River, 

Third Regiment: Booth-Bay, Edgecomb, Newcastle, 
Bristol, Plantation called Walpole, and adjacent Settle- 
ments on the Damascotta-Pond. 

Fourth Regiment: Waldoborough, Plantation called St. 
George's and Meduncook, Camden, Belfast, with all the 
Scitlements on the western side of Penodscot-River. 

Fifth Regiment: All the Settlements lying between 
Penobscot-River and Union-River. 

Sixth Regiment: All the Settlements between the river 
called the Union and St, Croix. 

» Which divisions were read, and accepted. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock, to morrow morning.* 


*Ty tha Committee of Safety of the Town of Nuwnunyront, Greeting: 

You are horaby requested to tnico into your custedy and safo-lkaoping, 
William Mrwin, Henry Wilkinson, morinors, John Gopety, ropo-maker, 
Jokn Wilson, nailer, Joseph Faeskiey, mariney, James Kendel, woaver, 
John MeMaine, curpontor, and Robert ute, cook, Intoly taken prison. 
ore in tho ship Jenny, and bought into Gloucester, and to put thom to 
such omployaynt ag you shall find thom, Individnally, bost qualificd for 
and if, by thair conduot or conforsation you may think it most condus 
eijyo totha publick eafoty that t bo confined in jail, or otherwiso, you 
aro hereby authorized and empowered te cause them, or any of them, 
to bo apprehended und put into close confinement, until the furthor ory 
dor of thie major part of the Counéil. ; 

In the name, and by ordor of thaj¢ouncil : 


Councrn.Cuamper, January 26, 1776. 
‘ Pourrs Series.—Vow vy. 


Winns Sever, 
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a Salurday, Sunusty 27,4776, 

Prosont in Council: Tonourablos WilliamsSover, Calob Cushing, Jolt 
Winthrop, Thonjas Cushing, John Whotcomb, Jedediah Fostor, * 
James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauney, 
Michuol Farley, Joseph Palucr, Suinuel Holton, Jaboz Fisher, Moses 
Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin Whito, Esquires. : 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, Monday morning, 


ae Re 
a See 2 
oe ed, 


Monday, January 29, 1776, 
Prosont in Council: ILonoursblos Wilham Sevor, Calch Cushing, John 

Winthrop, Thomas Cushing, John Whotcomb, Jedediah Foster, James 

Proscott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, Mi- 

ehnot Furl y, Josoph Palmer, Samuct Holton, Jabez Fisher, Moses 

Gill, John Taylor, Bonjamin White, Esquires, 

Letter from John Dickinson, one of the Committee of 
Correspondence for the Town of Hatfield, relative to the 
conduct of Elisha Ellis, Jun. 

In Council: Read, and sent down. 

In the House of Representatives: Read, and committed 
to Mr, Cooper and Colonel Zhompson, with such as the 
honourable Board may join, 

dn Council: Read, and concurred, and Colonel Foster 
is joined, 

Petition of John Underwood, (Blank.) 


In the Louse of Representatives: Whereas, this Court 
on the 5th day of January current, passed a Resolve em~- 
powering Mr, Putnam, Mr. Crane, and Mv. Mose, to pur 
chase the remains of a Powder-Mill at Stoughton, and land 
and piivileges convenient to improve the same, or purchase 
n privilege for, and erect one at Sutton, as they, after 
having consulted the Muster-Workman who shall under+ 
take the same, shall judge expediont. And whereas, by a 
Rasolve of this Court of the 19th day of January current, 
the said Commitee were directed to build the said Mill at 
Stoughton, but the Committee aforesaid were not invested 
with suflicient power to hire the Land and Stream at 
Stoughton, but are iestricted to purchase the same, 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Committee aforesuid be, 
and they hereby are fully authorized and empowered to 
purchase or hire, as they shall judge meet, the Land and 
advantageous Stream at Stoughton, whore they haye, ov 
shall agree to erect a Powder-Mill for such a term of years, 
and for such yenily rent as they shall think proper, and 
that they, in behalf of this Colony, take a deed or lease of 
the same, as they shall agree to purchase or hire. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, 


Tn the Louse of Representatives: Whovens, by a Re- 
solve of this Court, dated January 4, a Committee of this 
Court was appointed and directed to purchase and collect 
a number of iblankets for the use of the Continental Army, 
to deliver the same to the Commissary-General of the Co- 
lony, and take his receipt therefor, after which, an order 
passed this Court, dated January 18, that the Blankets 
collected in the Counties of Iampshire and Berkshire, 
be stayed for the use of the Regiment to be raised in the 


Yo the Committea of Safety of the Town of Groverstan, or Committees 
of Correspondence of aajd town, Greeting: 

You are horaby requested to talo into your custody and safo-kooping, 
William Wood, mnator, and Robert Ayles, mato, latoly taken prisonoys 
in tho ship Jenny, and brought into your port. You are dasirad to apd 
that thoy do not pass oul of the limits of tho Town of @loucester oi 
any pretonoe whatever; and, if they, or either of’ thom, shall attompt 
it, or if, for any other reason, you may think it to publick safety to 
confine them, you aro hareby authorized and empowered, in cither of 
such onsgs, to cnuso tho said Wood and Ayles, or either ol them, to bo 
apprehended and put undor c.oso confinomont, till tho further order of 
the major part of the Council, 

In tho naine, and by order of the Couneil : 


Counes.Cuamnen, January 26, 1776, 


Witatam Beavers 


In Counor, January 26, 1776; Tt haying been ropresonted to the 
Council, that some timo last fall, his Honour Genoral Ward, directed. 
that ono Haswell, an officer of tho British navy, and now on half. 
pry, bo removed from Zfutl, (or Nanéashet,) to tha Town of Hingham, 
here to bo supported at the publick exponso; and that ho was omoyved 
accordingly, and thera romaine with his family. And it having, also, 
heon iopresentod that it is unfit for him to remain theso, considyring® 
tho situation of anid town, that it bordaa on Boston harbour; that 
it is bat afow miles from whonco, now and gonorally, tho ships.ofwar 
ride; that the snid Muswell, may with oso corrospond with their offi. 
cors; that he has evidenced himeclf to bo unfriendly to tho jntordiat 
of tho United Colonies, by fiequently making such {ulea ropronen by 
tions Among tha inhabitants ne tond to causo divisions, Lo strangt On 
our onomies, to intimidate and woalcon our frionds. ae 7 
It is thoreforo, Resolvad, ‘hat Benjamin Lincola, Eaq.,.Walt on his 
Excellency Genoral Weshkingion, and lny bofore him this slopt the 
matter, nd roquest that ho woutd direct that said Hrviwell, with his 
family, be removed to somo inland town, or olliérivays disposed of, as 
hia Exeolloncy shall think proper. .,, 0° + § 1 
Perri Monron, Deputy Secretary. 
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above Countios for the Canada expedition, which Blankots, 
for the County of Hampshire in particular, were stayed 
accordingly, belore they arrived at the Commissary’s Office, 
and, by a Resolve of January 22, were ordered to bo de- 
Nvered to Colonel Blisha Porter, for the uso of his Rogi- 
ment upon the Canada expedition, by reason of which, 
the Commitice for collecting of Blankets for the County of 
Llampshire, camot obtain the Comiissary’s receipt for 
the ilinnicos collected in said County : 

Thorefore, Resolved, ‘Chat when tho Committee, whe 
were directed to procure Blankets in the Connty of Heimp- 
shire, shall produce a receipt for (he samo fiom Col. Jefisha 
Porter, ov the major part of the Selectmen of any town in 
the County of Hampshire, where such Blankets shall be 
deposited, certifying the number and value thereof, and 
that they were received for tho use of Colonal Porter's 
Regiment, it shall*be accepted and allowed in the same 
manner as if the samo had beon ander tho hand of the Com- 
missary-General of this Colony. 
© In Council: Rend, and concurred, 

Adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday, January 30, 1776, 
Proaont in Coanoil: onourablos William Sever, Caleb Cushing, Tho. 
man Cushing, Jolin Whetcom), Jododinh Mogter, Jumes Proscott, 

Bldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charly Ghuuney, Mishaol Furtey, 

Joseph Palmer, Samuel Uelen, Jaber Vivhor, Mosoy Gill, Jolin 

Muylor, Bonjamin White. Heystlres, 

In Council: Ordered, Nhat Moses Gill, Eaq., with such as 
tho honourable House shall join, bo a Committes to exa- 
mino what namber of Sheets of the valuo of ten Pounds 
sixteon Shillings cach, and what number of Shoots of tha 
value of one Pound four Shillings, of the emission for se~ 
venty-live thousand Pounds, have been stamped or strucle 
off, and to soparate and put into different bundles each sort 
of Sheets, marking tho valuo of each bundle, and muko 
roport to this Cout what number of Sheets there are of 
each denomination, 

Ju the House of Representatives: Read, and concurred ; 
and Captain Bragdon and Captain Stone aro joined. 

The Committco appointed by both Uouses to examine 
what number of Sheets of the value of ten Pounds sixteen 
Shillings each, and what number of Sheots of the yaluo of 
one Pound four Shillings each, of the omission for seven- 
ty-five thousand Pounds, have been stamped or struck off, 
and to separate and put into different bundles each sort of 
Sheets, and make report to this Court what number of 
Sheots there are of each denomination, have, agrevable to 
order of Court, attended the Committee for signing and 
numbering said Bills, into whose hands the whole of said 
emission is committod, and have critically inspected and 
sorted tha Sheets of cnch denomination and put them into 
diffcrent bundles, find, upon a duo and accurate oxaminay 
tion, that thore is now in the hands of said Committce two 
thousand ning hundred and forty-eight sheets, of ton Pounds 
sixteen Shillings each, amounting to thirty-one thousand 
cight hundved and thirty-vight Pounds sight Shillings 4 
also, five thousand tivo hundred and fifty Sheets of twenty~ 
four Shillings each, amounting to six thousand three hun- 
dred Pounds; and, thet the Committee for signing the Bills 
is possossed of tho ‘Treasurer's receipt for threo thousand 
three hundred of the larga Sheets, amounting to thirty-five 
sthousand six hundred and forty Pounds, and ane thousand 
of tho small Sheets, amounting to twelve hundred Pounds, 
which, together with the Sheets in the Committee’s hands, 
is as follows: 


fl 
Six thousand two hundred and fifty Sheets, at twen- 


ty-four Shillings each, is seven thousand five hundred 
Pounds; and six thousand two hundred and forty-eight 
Bhoets, at ten Pounds sixtecn Shillings, is sixty-seven 
thousand four hundred and seventy-eight Pounds six Shil- 
lings. The whole of said emission, as now estimated, is 
seventy-four thousand nino hundred and seventy-oight 
Pounds eight Shillings ; two sheets of tho largest sum wanl- 
ing, to complete the seventy-five thousand Pounds ordered 
to be emitted. 

Your Committee, also, find 9 surplusage of elevén Sheets 
of th@ smallest denomination in the Committeo’s hands, and 
conclude there must be some mixture of Sheets, either in 


‘the hands of the ‘Treasurer or Comrhittee of Council, for 


discharging the publick accounts: therefore, beg leave to 


MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL, JANUARY, 1776. 


1284 


report, as their opinion, that it will be necossary to appoint 
a Committee to examine the Shoets of cach denomination 
in the 'Freasurer and Commities of Council’s hands, and 
Comnitice of Clothing, in order that all mistakes respect+ 
ing tho last emission may be rectified. 

Mosrs Ginn, per order. 


Jn Council: Road, and recommitted ; and the Com- 
mittee are directed to examine the Sheets of each denomi- 
nation in the ‘reasurer’s, Comuitteo of Couneil’s, and 
Committes of Clothing’s hands, 

In the House of Representatives: Read, and concurred, 

In the House of Representatives: Whereas, it appours 
to this Court that the sum of sixty Pounds, now in the 
hands of Thomas Crafts, Jun., Edward Proctor, Winthrop 
Gray, and Daniel Sigourney, was the property of Joseph 
Goldthwait,x noted enemy to the rights of America, and 
now actually employed in tho Ministerial army in Boston, 

Resolved, Vhat the before-mentioned Thomas Crafts, 
dun, Edward Proctor, Winthrop Gray, and Daniel Si- 
gourney be, and are hereby directed to fay the above-men- 
Goned sum of sixty Pounds into tho hands of Henry Gard- 
ner, Esy., Treasurer and Reeciver-General for this Colony, 
there to remain for the finther ordor of the General Court. 
In Council: Read, and concurred. 


Jn the House of Representatives: Resolved, That there 
bo paid, out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to 
Thomas Crafts, Jun., Edward Proctor, Winthrop Gray, 
and Daniel Sigourney, or to any dvo of them, the sum of 
two hundred Pounds, they being a Committee of the Court 
to receive tho inhabitants of Boston at Chelsea, 

In Council: Read, and concurred, 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-arnorrow morning, 


Wodnoaday, January 31, 1776, 

Presont in Conneil: Hononables William Sover, Qalah Cashing, Jahn 

Whotcomh, Jedudiat Foxtor, Jumeg Proscott, Hldad Cuaytor, Borja 

into Lingo, Chiles Chaunay, Michnol Parloy, Joroph Palmor, Sa. 

mink Hollen, Jaber hor, Mosve Gill, John ‘taylor, Bonjamin 

White, Mayuiran, 

Mr. Alitls camo vp with a messago from the House, 
desiring that the honourable Board would send down the 


division and arrangements of tho soveral Regiments, 


Mr. Storenmo up with a mossago fiom the House, do- 
siring the honourable Board to (ako upon themselves tho 
troublo to arrange the Rogimgnts of the County of Hamp- 
shire, there being but ono or two Members fiom that 
County now in the House. 


Jn Council: Whereas, the General Court have received 
such information as that thero is reason to approhand a 
confederacy is forming by somo evil-minded persons in this 
and other Colonies, which may injure tho credit of the 
Continontal Bills, and tho Bills of this and the other Golo» 
nics, 

Uherefore, Resolved, ‘That it bo rocommonded to the 
Committees of Inspection and Corraspondence in all tho 
towns in this Colony, to mnko strict inquiry in their save» 
ral towns, and if thoy shall find any porson within the 
same endeavouring, in any way whatover, to prevent tho 
eredit of the Continental bills, or the Bills of this, or any 
othor of the United Colonics of America, or to alter or 
countorfeit the same, that they eauso such person to be 
arrested and secured, and give information thereof to this 
Court, in order that such porson may be proceeded with 
according to tho just demerits of such high ertmas and mig- 
demeanours, and that this Resolvo be published in’ all tho 
Newspapers in this Colony. 

Jn the House of Representatives » Road, and concurred, 

Jn the House of a Mexia Ordered, That it be 
an instruction to the Committee appointed to bring in a 
Bill to prevent the bodies of Soldiers to be arrested for 
debt, or their estatos attached in certain casos: In the samo 
Bill to make provision to pravent desertion in the Army, 
and any person from harbouring dosertors, , 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred, oN 

Petitions of the Committees and, others, inhabitants of 
the towns of Machias, Goldsborough, Number- Four, Nar 
raguagus, Pleasant-River, and Chandler's River, in the 
County of Lincoln, on belalf of said inhabitants, settling 
forth; “ that ever since the first settloment of said ‘Town- 
ships until the last year, your petitioner's comfortably, gup- 
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ported themsol ves nnd families by oxchanging their amber 
for such things as they found necessary for their support; 
that (he present unbappy situation of affairs has stopped 
thoir lumber trade, and have not the moans of supporting 
their families, although they have vast quantities ee luniboe 
by them, Wherefore, your petitioners pray your Honours 
would tnke their deplorable situation into your wise consi- 
doration, and point out some method whereby they may 
support themselves, as a means of doing which they beg 
leave to observe to your Ionours, if a suficient quantity 
of provisions should be allowed them, and proper persons 
appointed by your Honours to receive their umber there- 
for; or, if your Honours would indulge them with the loan 
of a sum of money, until it be in their power to repay the 
sane by the sale of their luniber, either of which methods 
would, in grent measure, answer the desired ond. 

Jn the House of Representatives : Resolved, That thero 
bo paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to the 
aforementioned Benjamin Foster, and others, the sum of 
threo hundred and filly Pounds, lawful money, provided 
the said Benjamin?Loster, and others, before-named, shall, 
all of them, give their bond, jointly and severally, to repay 
the same in one year from the date thereof, to the ‘Srea- 
surer of this Colony, for the use of the same; which mo- 
noy the aforementioned persons shall dispose of in the best 
manner they can, ta parebase provisions for die inhabitants 
ol Machias, Chandler's River, Goldsborough, Narragua- 
gus, Number-Lour, and Pleasant-River, to be divided 
aniong the said Plantations as the aforementioned persons 
shall direct, having respect to their circumstances, number, 
and necossities, 

In Council: Read, and concwred, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning.* 


— 


Thuraday, Fobruary 1, 1779, 
Prosont in Counoil: Yononrables William Sever, Catob Cushing, Jolin 

Winthrop, “homas Cushing, John Whetcomb, Jedediah Boater, 

Tamos Vrosoott, Mldad Pnylov, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, 

Michnol Farley, Josoph Palmer, Samuol Molton, Jabox Fishor, Mo. 

aca Gill, John 'Paylor, Bonjamin Whito, Esquires, 

In the Tlouse of Representatives: Ordered, That Mr. 
Speaker, Colonol Orne, and Colonel Freeman, with stich 
as the honourable Board may join, be a Committes to bring 
in a Bill establishing a Test, by which all porsons inimical 
to the rights and liberties of America shall be distinguished 
from their friends, and to pxovide some methods to secure 
us against the practices and designs of our enamies ; and, 
that it be an instruction to the Committee, that they im- 
madiately, and previous to their reporting any Bill for this 
purposo, write to the Velen of this Colony, at the 
American Congress, and obtain information from them 
whetber the Congress have taken, or are about to take any 
mensures for this purpose, or, if thoy have taken any, what 
those meusiros are. 

dn Council: Read, and concurred ; and FVilliam Sever 
and Thomas Cushing, Esquires, ave joined, 

Jn the House of Representatives: Ordered, That. . 
«eee» be a Committee, with such as the honourable 
Board shall join, to take into consideration an anonymous 


_ Letter from Darimouth, 


*Barmanwaten, January 18, 1776,—[Toxounzn Sin: Yoaterday tho 
boarer, Mr. James Seward, dolivored mo a lotter from the honourable 
Council, reluting to him, &., on the receipt of which I have procured 
n house for his family, and e shop for him, and havo assured him of 
work todo in tho finishing way, with auch a price og I can afford, and 
gavo it us my'opinion that he will bnyo ag much work as ho can do in 
ropaizing of old arms, o8 soon og it is known What he is aettled hors, 
But from somo convoraation that he had with Mr, Devans, tho Com. 
niissary, and with your Honours, he prays that ho may hayo leave to 
ropair lo Watertown, to soo whether or not it nay not bo moro to his 
advantage to ba omplayed by tho Commissary, Uian to bo omployed 
hora, moro oapecially us hoe has a nonin the Army, which le expects 
to havo tho advantage of working with him, in ordor to givo the 
Ind what insight he oun into his business; have, Uheioforo, favoured 
him with an opportunity of making « porsonal application to the Coun- 
oj, for a rovocation of what wan dono respecting him before, not doubt- 
ing but all propor indulganco will bo granted him. 

Fam, uir, with duo calcom, your Ifonour’s very humble servant, 

. {Luau Onn, 
For tha ELoourable Moses Gill, Usq, 


In Councit, January 81,1778; Read, and Ordered, That the order 
of Council respecting the snid Seward's being confined within tho limita 
of the Town of Bridgewater ba recansilored, and that tho gaid Seward 
be confined to the Town of Water lown, in order to his being employed 
by Richard Devane, Esq. Commissury-Gonoral of this Colony, who is 
desired to avo that he docs not pase without tha limits of anid town, 

Penn Morton, Deputy Secretary, 
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Jn Council: Read, and concurred, and Thomas Cush- 
ing, Esq, is joined. 

Colonel Freeman camo up with a message from the 
TTouse, to inform the Board that jt was the desire of the 
Tlouse that the Town of Boston be considered as making 
one regiment in the County of Sufolle, and that they be 
arranged in their proper place. 

Petition from the Selectmen of the Town of Rehoboth, 
setting forth: “ that they have been greatly alarmed by the 
frequont attempts of the enemy in coming up their river ; 
they have erected  breastwork on an eminence, on a 
point of land more than twenty rods in length, fourteen 
feet thick at its basis, about which works they have ex- 
pended three hundred and eighty days’ work, &e,, which 
are pearly finished, and have, also, procured and properly 
mounted on field-carriages four pieces of ordnance, two of 
which are four-pounders, the other twa are three-pounders, 
all which, at a moderate computation, amounts to one hun- 
dred and threo’ pounds; they pray your Honours would 
grant them some compensation, &c. 

dn the House of Representatives: Read, and Ordered, 
That Colonel Mlliams, Doctor Bayliss, and Colonel 
Thayer be a Committee to ropnir to Rehoboth and view 
the Fortifications mentioned in the foregoing Petition; and, 
also, that said Committee view Zaunton-River, near Slade’s 
Ferry, at Taunton, and make report to this Cout of the 
true circumstances of those places, and what would be pro- 
per for this Court to do to put those places in a defensible 
state, 

In Council: Read, and conewred, 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


Friday, February 2, 1776, 
Prosont in Council: Honourablos William Sovor, Caleb Cushing, Jolin 
Winthrop, Thomas Cushing, John Whotcomb, Jedediah Foster, Jamo 
Prescott, Bldad ‘fuylor, Bonjamin Lincoln, Michael Farley, Josoph 
Palmor, Samuol Woltom, Juboz Fishor, Mosos Gill, John Taylor, 
Bonjamin Whito, Exquires, 


In the House of Representatives: Ordered, That the 
Letter from Hilliam West, respecting Doctor Sumuel Giad- 
ston, ha committed to the Committee on said Gelston’s 
affnirs. 

dn Councit: Read, and concurred. 

Petition of Join Bakeman and others, setting forth: “ that 
there were divers Field-Officers choson by the honourable 
House of Representatives, for the two Regiments to the 
enstward of Penodbscot-River, in the County of Lincoln. 
Your petitionors pray your Honours would not concur with 
said vote until inquiry be made into the conduct of some 
of said appointments as we apprehend will be prejudicial 
to the County,” 

In Council: Read, and committed to Benjanin Lin- 
coln and Jabez Fisher, Esquites, 

In Council: Ordered, That Fillian Sever, Caleb 
Cushing, John Whetcomb, and James Prescott, Esquires, 
be a Committee to prepare a genov'al arrangement of tho 
Militia through the Colony. 

Jn the House of Representatives; Resolved, That Jo- 
seph Cushing, Esquire, be appointed a Brigadicr-General 
for the County of Plymouth. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Jn the House of Representatives: Resolved, That the 
honourable Council be desired to give commissions to such 
Officers as joined the Army in Decemler last, who were 
chosen by the companies, and formed under the direction of 
the Committees of this Court, who were directed to raise 
those temporary vecruits, although such companies did not 
amount to sixty-four men, 

Jn Council: Read, and concurved. 

Jn the House of Representatives: The House mado 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen as Field-Ofh- 
ceys for the First Regiment, in the County of Worcester, viat 

Samuel Denny, Colonel; Benjamin Jager, Lieutenafl- 
Colonel; Paul Raymond, First Major; Asa Baldwin, So- 
cond Major. ‘ 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred. ho ek 

Jn the House of Representatives: The House, made 
choice of the following gentlemen ag Field-Officers for the. 
Second Regiment of Militia, iu the County of Morcester,, 
vin: 
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Josiah Whitney, Colonel; Ephraim Sawyer, Liewte- 
‘ Colonel. 

a Council: ond, and concurred, 

Jn the Mouse of Representatives: Ordered, That tho 
Secretary immediately give nolice to the gentlemen elected 
Field and Stal Officers of the several Regiments to bo 
raised in this Colony, to join the Army before Boston, till 
the (rst of April next, of their appointment to snid oflices, 
respectively. 

in Council: Read, and concurred, and Ordered, That 
the Seeretary give tho aforesaid notice, by making out a 
list of the said Field-Ofticers, and publishing the same in 
Edes’s and Lall’s Newspapers, apprizing them of their ap- 
pointment, and directing them to repair to their respective 
posts in the Army, with all possible despatch. 


Tho Committee of both Houses, appointed ta taka into 
consideration the Memorial of the Seloctinen of Sherburne, 
jn tho Island of Nantucket, bave attended that servica, and 
beg loave to report as their opinion, that a representation 
of the present state of that Island and of the conduct of tha 
Inhabitants, be made to tho American Congress, and that 
tho Inbabikants be supplied with necessaries for their sub- 
sistence in the manner directed by a Resolve of the Con- 
gress, until their determination an such representation may 
be had. All which is humbly submitted. 

Joun Winrunor, per orders 


Jn Council: Read, and concurred, and thereupon Or- 
dered, ‘Chat a ropresentation to tho purpose mentioned in 
the foregoing Report, be made to the Amerécan Congress, 
accordingly j and that John Winthrop, Ksq., with such as 
tho honourable House shall join, be a Committeo to mako 
avid yopresentation. 

Ih the Tlouse of Representatives: Read, and concurred, 
and My. Brown of Boston, ond Mr, Cushiig of Scituate, 
are joined. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning.* 

Saturday, Fobraury 3, 1776, 
Prosont in Council : Honouralles William Saver, Wattar Spoonar, Catob 

Cushing, John Winthrop, Thoma Cushing, John Whotcomb, Jedo. 

Hoh Vostor, Hidud Taylor, Tunes Prescott, Honjamin Lincoln, Mi. 

ghool Morley, Joseph Palmor, Samaol Uolton, Jabuz Vishor, John 

Toylor, Ronjamin White, Maqnires, 

Jn Council: Whorens, it appears by Doctor Gelston's 
confossion, that ho has contravened the Resolves of tho 
American Congress, and has supplied the enemies of Ame- 
rica with sundry articles of provision; and by other evi- 
dence it appears that the said Samued Cfelseon is unfriendly 
to the rights and liberties of this country. Ant wherons, 
the greatest danger must necessurily result from permitting 
such persons to go at large and continue their trnitorons 
practices of opposing the measures adopted for our defence, 
and of spreading filso and discouraging rumours, and of 
communicating information of all our aperations to our un- 
natural onoamies. And wherons, the said Gelsfon did ako 
his esoupe from tho Messenger of the honourable ITouse of 
Ropresentatives, who bad him in his keoping, and it ap- 
pears necessary that ho should be oflectually secured, 

It is further Resolved, That tho said Samuel Gelston bo 
forthwith confined in somo jail in this Colony, that the 
Couneil shall ordor, there to remain sill the further order 
of the Council. 

And whereas, it appoars, by the oxamination of Jo/n 
Brown and Ductor Gelston, that tho said Brown has con~ 

* Counoin Ondunen, February 2, 1776.—Cenescan s Cho Council 
hyo fakon undor consideration your lolter, enclosing tho inloreopted 
lattor from Elisha Alliss, Juny to Major Gray. Wo fully approva of ® 
your vigitanco in tho paar canao, and if you shall find any persons 
Attempting to injuro tho credit of the Continontal Bills, or any of tho 
Dilla of Graditof this or the othor United American Colonics, wo ist 


‘you will was your utmost ondenvour to scenro them, that they may re. 
cdivé suck plinishmont as is tho duo domorit of auch cilmos and misdo. 
mestiorg, 1 

The Connell fyrtiior diveet that you take auch measuros that Ziska 
Alliss, tho writer of tho lolier uboyoanontfoned, do not go out of tho 
Nmite of Tho Pown of Hayfeld, or hold, without your pormisston, cor- 
rospondence with uny person who may bs justly doomed inimicul to the 
libortios of America, and if yousrlll find that ibis conduct shaft bo 


such as will endangor tho publiok safity, that you eauso him to be 
committed to elaso Fonfinentont. ii pect 


Tn tho namo aud by order of the Counotl, , 
Yo tho Committes of Covrespondenco for the Town of Hatfield, 
Ay Counort, February 2, 1776: Rend and accopted, and orderod to 


ba signed by the Prosidont of the Counoi}, and forwardad, 
Punsz Morton, Deputy Secretary. 


MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL, FEBRUARY, 1776, 


1288 


uavonad the Rasalve of tho Amertean Congross, and aided 
the said Doctor Gelston in making his eseapo from the 
Messenger of tho honourablo Mouse of Representatives, 
who had him in oustady, and cavried him to Rhode-Jsland, 
whore he and the said Gedston were apprehended and ses 
cured by order of the bonourablo Council, 

Jt is further Resolved, Yat the snitl John Brown ba 
forthwith confined in some jail in this Colony, that the 
Council shall order, there to remain ull tho further order 
of the Council. 

And whereas, there was fonnd in tho custody of tho said 
Brown, about ten pounds weight of dadia ‘Vou, which ig 
now in the custody of the Commitee of this Court, 

Therefore, Resolved, Vbat the Messenger of the honours 
able ffouse of Representatives bo directad to eauge tho suid 
‘Toa to be publickly consumed by fira, this day, at one 
o'clock, P. M. 

Jn Council: Read, and aecepted, 

in the Louse of Representatives: Rend, ant concurred, 

A Bill, entitled “An Act for altering gho plices appoint- 
od for the holding the Courts of Justice for the County of 
Middlesex,” having passed the House of Representatives, 
to bo engrossed. 

Ju Council: Reatl a second time and passed a concur- 
rence, to be engrossed, 

In the House of Representatives; Tho Louse made 
choice of Mr, Sunued Gerry, as a Commissary for the 
foroes stationed at the own of Marblehead, 

In Council: Read, and eoncurred. 

Adjourned to ton o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Monday, Vobruary 6. 1770, 
Prevont in Council: Honourables William Soyer, Waltor Spooner, Cae 
leh Cashing, John Wiathrop, Jola Whoteouh, damon Prongott, 

Edad ‘Naylor, Benjamin Lingolu, Miahael Barley, Jomoph Palavr, 

Smal Volton, daboz Fisher, Boujumin White, Bhaguiren 

Jn tho House of Representatives: Wherons, representa. 
tion has been made by this House, that Colonel Doan, of 
Barnstable County, has sent two vossels to the Mestedudtes, 
londed with tho produce of the Colonies; and that Mr 
Solomon Davis, of said Barnstable, is now loading two 
vessels, and Mr, Cuté, of Saco, anothor; and, that a yessol 
at £almouth, in Casco Bay, is likewise loading with tho 
liko produce? contrary to the Resolution of tho American 
Congress, 

Therefore, Ordered, That Mr. Speatrer, Major Cross, 
and Mr, Story, with such as the honourable Board may 
join, bo a Committee to make inquiry iuto tle matter, and 
seport what is proper to be dona, 

dn Councils Read, and concurred, and Falliam Sever 
and [alter Spooner, Msgs. are joined, 


Tho Committee of both Houses appointed to consider 
tho subject matter of a report of a Gommitteo of this 
Comt, of the 10th instant, relative to a Petition of sama 
of tho inhabitants of Majabtgwaiduce, agninst the conduct 
of John Bakeman, sy. also, sundry depositions againat 
sovornl of the inhabitants of said place, for threatening tho 
life of said Butceman, and supplying tho ships of our one- 
mivs at Boston, with provisions, &¢,, together with a Let 
ter from Zimothy Parsons, complaining he is in danger of 
his fife, from a number of Inwless inhabitants of Pownal- 
borough ; nnd a Potition of John Tufts, setting forth, that 
the enemies at Boston have been, and ave continually supe 
plied with wood, &c., by a number of inhabitagts of Longs 
Asland, and praying this Court’s order thorcon, Nave care. 
fully attended that business; and, from all the evidence 
they can obtain, find that the conduct of said Baxeman as 
a magistrate and a friend to his country is unexceptionable 3 
and it having been made to appear ta your Committes by 
the depositions aforesaid, as woll as other witnesses, that a 
number of men, inhabitants of Majabigwaduce, under the 
colour of a Committee of Safety, and others, have been 
supplying the fleet of our enemies at Boston, with wood, 
livo stovk, vegetables, &c., and do still persist thorein ; and, 
in order to carry ou their basa and wicked jiragtices with 
impunity, havo, and do threaten the life of said Bakeman, 
(who opeuly opposes such wicked conduct,) and did, inva 
lawless, hostilo manner, with clubs, &c., by foree and arms, 
enter the house of said Bakeman in the night, botwoon the 
4th and 5th of December lust; and, ag he says, robbed him 
of a sum of money to the value of about twenty pounds, 
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and many valuable articlos, as set forth in the memorial of 
said Bakeman, break and destroy the windows antl doors 
of said Bakeman’s house, abused his person, destroyed bis 
property, and threatened and endangered the lives of said 
Bakeman, bis wife and family, Your Committee view 
tho above as a high-handed offenee, and that some of 
fectual measures ought to be taken by this Court to prevent 
therefore, beg leave to 


such a growing evil for the future; 
report by way of Resolve: 

Resolved, That Willian Lithgow, John Taylor, Ezekiol 
Pettee, Chomas Stinsin, and Waterman Thomas, Esquires, 
Justices of the Peace for the County of Lincoln, or any 
three of them, (Quorum Unus,) ave hereby required to 
make inquiry into the riot and injury committed by a num- 
ber of persons, armed and disguised, against the property 
of John Bakeman, Esq.; and, also, respecting the conduct 
of some of the inhabitants of the County of Lincoln, in 
supplying the enemy with Provisions and Fuel; and of all 
breaches of the peace, and other disorders committed in 
suid County ; and, also, to inquire what persons have been 
guifty of contravening the Resolves of the American or 
Provinginl Congresses, or the acts or ordinances of the Gene- 
ral Court of this Colony; and, the said Justices are hereby 
empaweted and directed to cause to come before them any 
accused in the premises, and such witnosses as may be found; 
and of them inquire, on oath, of all matters relative to the 

vromises ; and, all persons who shall by such Justices, be 

ound so far guilty of the breach of the Laws of this 
Colony, especially provided, or the breach of the peace, or 
of ovil intont against tho rights and liberties of America, as 
that, in their jadginent, they ought to be brought to tial for 
their respective crimes and offences ; that they causo such 
persons to recogniso, with sureties, in such sums as sltall 
Appear to them reasonable, according to the circumstances 
of tho accused ;, that they will appoar, and answer for their 
respective crimes and misdemeanors, at the Superior Court 
of Judicature, Court of Assize, and General Court of De- 
livery, noxt to be holden at Padmouch, in the County of 
Cunberland, within and for the Counties of Cumberland 
and Jitncoln; and, in default of their recognising as afora- 
said, tho said person, or persons, to commit to prison, until 
they shall so recognise, or bo legally discharged ; and, all 
persons, of what quality or denomination soever, within 
tho said County of Lincoln, are hereby comntinded to as- 
sist tho said Justices in the inquiry into, and execution of, 
all matters in the foregoing orter contained, which Justices, 
Officors, and Witnesses, shall be paid for their cost and ex- 
penses, as in tho Jasy of this Colony is provided, in caso 
of conviction, and in caso there shall not be a conviction 
before tho Court of Assize, they shall be paid as this Court 
shall hereafter order. 

In Council: Road, and accopted. 

da the Louse of Representatives: Read, and concurred. 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning, 
Tuosiay, Fobruury 6, 1776. 
Pyeront in Council: Honourables William Soyer, Walter Spoonor, 
Guleb Cushing, John Winthrop, John, Whatcomb, Jamos Prescott, 
Bldad ‘Caylor, Bonjamin Lincoln, Michel Farley, Joseph Palmor, 
Sumuol Tolton, Jabor Fisher, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esqs. 
" Colonel Bowers came up with a message from the House 
to jnform the Board, that tho House had passed upon all 
business of « publick nature, before them, and desired the 
Board would do the like, in order that the House may hava 
a recess on Shursday next. 
The Committee of both Houses appointed to consider 
a Potition of Philip Hodgskins, making complaint against 
Colonel Cargill; also, a Lotter from Samuel Jordan, 
Chairman of the Committee at Goldsborough, complaining 
of Colonel Cargill; also, setting forth tho state of several 
vossels detainad.by said Committee: furthermore, request 
jng tbat a yumber of troops be stationed there 3 and, that 
the doings of the Committees in places not incorporated 
might be confirmed, ave carefully attended that service, 
and beg leqye"lo report, as their opinion, viz: That Philip 
Hodgsiing have leave to withdraw his Petition, as it fally 
appears to your Cothmittes, that his confinement was in 
consequence of refusing to be mypstered and sworn, when, 
at the same time, he owns that he was inlisted in the service 
of this Colony; and, as to the complaint of the Committee 
of Goldsborough against said Cargill, no part thereof was 
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supported, therefore, in onr opinion, ought nat to operate 


to the disadvantage of Colonel Cargill ; furthermore, as to 


the vessels detained by the Committee of Goldstorough, 
your Commitice are humbly of opinion, that this Court has 
tuade suflicient provision already. Your Committee beg 
leave farther to report as their opinion, that a Committee 
of both Houses be appointed to consider, and report, what 
is further necessary for this Court to do, in order to support: 
and protect the people in the County of Lincoln, enst of 
ride aad River ; also, low Committees shall be chosen 
In places hot incorporated, Epa Tavton, per order, 

In Council: Read, and accepted ; and, thereupon Or= 
dered, That the same Committee be appointed for the 
purpose mentioned in the last paragraph of the foregoing 
Report. ; 

dn the House of Representatives; Read, and yecommit- 
ted, and Mr. Caldwell is appointed on the Committee in 
the room of Colonel Freeman, absent. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 


Adjourned to ton o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


Wednoaday, February 7% 1776, 
Prosent in Council; Lonourablos William Sovor, Waltor Spooner, Cox 
lob Cushing, John Winthrop, Thomas Cushing, John Whotcomb, 
Tunieg Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Donjurnia Lincoln, Michnol Farloy, 
Josoph Palmor, Samuel Lolton, Jaboz Fisher, John Taylor, Bonja- 
min White, Esquires, 

In the House of Representatives: The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Tield- 
Officers of the First Regiment in the County of Plymouth, 
viz: Gamaliel Bradford, Jun,, Colonel ; Thomas Lothrop, 
Licutonant-Colonel ; John Gray, First Major; Seth Cush 
ing, Second Major, , 

Tn Council; Read, and concurred, 

In the Louse of Representatives: The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Fiold+ 
Officers of the Third Regiment in the County of Ply~ 
mouth, via: Edward Mitchell, Colonel; David Jones, 
Lieutenant-Golonel ; Simon Cary, First Major; Etiphalet 
Cary, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

A Bill, entitled “An Act to enable the Inhabitants of 
Falmouth, to support prosecutions against persons, who 
have their goods in possession,” haying passed the House 
of Representatives, to be engrossed. , 

Jn Council: Read a second time, and passed a concurs, 
rence, to be engrossed. : 

Jn the House of Representatives: Resolved, That the 
Leiter from Benjamin fessenden, respecting the detention 
of a Vessel, be committed to the Committee appointed to 
consider the representation made to tha General Court, of 
soveral Vessels loading with the produce of the Colonies, 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the Louse of Representatives: The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Second Regiment in the County of Suf~. 
follt, viz: Solomon Lovell, Colonel ; David Cushing, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ; Thomas Lothrop, First Major; Josiah 
Cushing, Second Major. : 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives: The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Vield= 
Officers of the Third Regiment of Militia for the County’ 
pl Suffolk, viz: Benjamin Gill, Colonel; Sumued Pierce, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Joseph Babcock, First Major ; Elyjah 
Hewens, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives: The Ilousc made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Iield- 
Officers of the Fifth Regimont of Militia for the County 
of Suffolk, viz: Joseph Palmer, Colonel ; Jonathan Bass,. 
Lioutenant-Colonel ; Edmund Soper, First Major, 2be«, 
nezer Thayer, tertius, Second Major. yet 

In Council; Read, and concurred, bo Mule fia 

In the House of Representatives: The ‘House mide 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field+ 
Officers of the Fourth Regiment of Militia in the County 
of Worcester, viz: Jonathan Warner, Colonel ; Joseph Gil 
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bert, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Fewben Reed, First Major; Jo- 
seph Bowman, Second Major. 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred. 

Th the House of Representatives: The House made 
choice, by ballot, af the following goutlemen for Vield- 
Officers of the Fifth Regiment of Militia in the County of 
Worcester, viz: Jona, Holman, Colonel ; Daniel Plymp- 
ton, Licutenant-Colonel ; /¥illiam Learned, Hirst Major; 
Jacob Davis, Second Major. 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred. 

Jn the Ilouse of Representatives: ‘Tho Wouse made 
choice, by ballot, of tho following gentlomen for Vield- 
Officers of the Seventh Regiment of Militia in the County 
of Forcester, viz: Nathan Sparhawk, Cotonel ; Jonathan 
Grout, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Jonas FVilder, Virst: Major; 
Daniel Clap, Second Major, 

Jv Councils Read, and concurred. 

Jn the Louse of Representatives: Tho House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Vield- 
Officers of tho Kighth Regiment of Militin in the County 
of Horcester, vin: Abijah Stearns, Colonel; Josiah Car- 
tor, Lientonant-Colonel ; Jon Raud, Mirst Major; Kbenc- 
zer Bridge, Second Major. 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the TIouse of Representatives; The [louse mado 
choico, by ballot, of the Sleins gentlemen for Field- 
Oflicais of the second Regiment of Militia in tho County of 
York, vias John Irost, Colonel; Ichabod Goodwin, Jaicn- 
tenant-Colonol 5 Joseph Prime, Wirst Major; Join Shap- 
leigh, Scoond Major. 
kh Council: Read, and concurred, 

In the Louse of Representatives: ‘ho Yousa mado 
oholee, by ballot, of the following gontlemon for I'ield- 
Officors of the Third Regiment of Militia in the County of 
York, vie: Tristram Jordan, Colonel; Joseph sStorer, 
Licutenant-Colonal ; Zhomas Cult, Furst Major; Jonathan 
Stone, Second Major, 

Jn Council; Read, and concuried. 

dn the House of Representatives: Ordered, That Mr, 
Cushing, Colonel Hhite, and Mr. Topkins, with such as 
the honourable Board may join, bo a Committes to take 
under consideration the difficulties that attend the raising a 
Regiment in the Counties of Jlampshire and Berkshire, 
and ieport what is proper to be dono to complate that bu- 
siness. 


Jn Council: Read, and concurred, and Benjamin Lin- 
coln and John Faylor, Msqnires, are joined, 

Ji the Ilouse of Representatives + Resolved, That there 
bo built at tho publick oxponeo of this Colony, for tho do- 
fence of American liborty, ten Sloops-of War, of one hun- 
dred and ten tons, or one hundred and fileen tons each, 
suitable to cmry from fourteen to sixteen ourringo guns, of 
six aid four poundors ; and that Captain Batchelder, Colo 
nol Bower's, and Mr. Durfee, ba n Commitice, with auch 
as thd honourable House may join, to provide materials 
and employ propor persons to bid said vossels as soon as 
may be, for the purposo aforesaid; and that the sum of 
ten thousand Pounds be doliverod to the said Committee, 
to onabld” them to proceed in building, rigging, and Gxing 
said vessels as soon as possiblo; and that cach ono of the 
Committee be accountable to the Genoial Court of this 
Colohy, when thereunto called by the said Court for the 
money he shall receive, 

In Council: Read, and coneurred, and William Sever 
and Benjamin Greenleay, Esquiies, are joined. . 


In the House of Representatives: Tho Houso made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
OMeors of the Third Rogiment of Militia for the County 
af Bristol, viz: George FFilliams, Colonel; Zephaniah 
Leonard, Vigutonant-Colonol; Abiel Mitchell, Firat Major; 
James Williams, Jun., Second Major. 

Jn Council: Read, and coneuned. 

Jn the House of Representatives: Tho [louse made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Fourth Regiment of Militia for the County 
of Bristol, viz: John Daggat, Colonel ; Hphraim Lane, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Isaac Dean, First Major; Elleanah 
Clap, Second Major. 
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Jn Council: Read, and concurred, 

In the House of Representatives; Tho Touse mado 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Fioll+ 
Ofiiceis of the Mist Regiment of Militia for the County of 
Middlesex, vin; Samuel Uhateher, Colonel; Benjamin 
Tfanmond, Lientennnt-Colonel; Samuel Barnard, First 
Major; John Gardner, Second Major. 

In Council; Read, and concurred. 

Tn the House of Representatives: ‘Tho Louse made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Vield- 
Oflicors of tho ‘Third Regimont of Militin for the County 
of Middlesex, vin: James Barret, Colouol ; Braddyl Smith, 
Lieutenant-Colonel; “leaxer Brooks, Virst Major 3 2rancis 
Hauliner, Socond Major. 

In Council: Read, and concuried. 

In the House of Representatives: 'Tho Sfouso mado 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlomen for Field- 
Ofticers of the Mifth Reximent of Militin for the County of 
Middlesex, via: Samuct Bullard, Colonel; Micah Stone, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; cloner Perry, Wrst Major; John 
Trowbridge, Second Major. 

In Council; Rend, and concurred, 

In the House of Representatives: Tha House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Tield« 
Oflicers of the Sixth Regiment of Militia for the County of 
Middlesex, vias Oliver Prescott, Golonol ; Jonathan Reed, 
Liewlenant-Colonol ; Josiah Surted, Iivat Major; Jonathan 
Minot, Second Major. 

In Council: Rend, and concurred, 

In the Tlouse of Representatives: Tho Touse mado 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Pield- 
Ofiicers of the Hirst Rogimont of Militia for tho County 
of Cumberland, viny John atte, Golonols Peter Noyes, 
Ljeutonant-Colonel ; Nathanial Jordan, Wirst Major ; Wie 
liam Evost, Seeond Mujor. 

Jn Council; Read, and concurred, 


Jn the Mouse of Representatives: The Wouso made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Tiold- 
Officers of the Second Regiment of Militia in the County 
of Cunborland, via: Jonathan Mitchell, Colonel ; Nathan. 
tel Purrington, Lioutenant-Colonol ; Charles Gerrish, Wirse 
Major; Nathaniel Larrabee, Second Major. 

In Couneid: Read, and concurred. 

In the Louse of Represcnigtives> Tho Wouse proceod- 
od to the choice of Field-Officers for tho two Regiments 
in the County of Berkshire; and the Cominittee appoint- 
ed to collect the votes, having counted the same, it appeared 
that the following gentlemen were chosen, vias 

For the }irst Rogiment: Marke Lopkins, Colonel; Aaron 
Root, Luicutenant-Colonel; Giles Tao Wirst Mujor ; 
Jacob Brown, Second Major, 

For the Second Regiment: Benjamin Simonds, Colonal ; 
Jonathan Smith, Lioutonant-Colonol ; David Rosseter, 
First Major; Caleb Uyde, Second Major, 

Jn Council: Road, and concurred, 

Jn the Louse of Representatives : Tho Wouse made 
choice of tho following Hiold-Officers for tho "Third Regi. 
mont of Militia, in the County of Middlesea, via: 

Esleazer Brooks, Colonel, in tho 100m of James Barret, 
oxcnsed; Irancis Faulkner, Lioutenant-Colonel, in the 
room of Braddyl Smith, excused; Nathan Barret, Wirst 
Major, in the room of Eeazer Brooks, elactod Colonel; 
Samuel Lamson, Second Major, in the room of Jrancie 
Faullener, elected Licutenant-Colonel. 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred, 


Petition of Anna Coshommon, an Indian woman, of Chil 
mark, in Dulees County, and Benjamin Obadiah, of Dart« 
mouth, in tho County of Bristol, Indian man, labourers, 
setting forth: “that ono John Quaniman, Indian man, lato 
of Dartmouth aforesaid, deceased, died, seized of n tract 
of land of aboot one hundred acras; and they baing by 
tho laws of this Provinca, heirs to tho same, the said and 
lying in the town of Dartmouth, aforesnid, dndmosily une 
cultivated, they humbly pray, that they may have liborty 
to make sales of the same.” 

Jn Council: Read, aml committed to Eldad Taylor and 
Benjamin Lincoln, Esq'ts. The Committee on the above 


Petition beg leave to report hy way of Resolve: « ? 
ee ae 
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Resolved, That the prayer of the Petition be granted, 
and that Halter Spooner, Esquiro, be, and he bereby is om- 
powered to make sale of the Tract of Land mentioned in 
sald Petition, (of which Jon Quaniman died, seized,) for 
the most the same will fetch, and make and execute a good 
deed, or deeds, in law of the same to the purchaser, or pur- 
chasers, he observing tho rules and directions in the law 
provided for the sale of real Estates hy executors and ad- 
ministrators, and the money atising by said sale to be put to 
interest on pes security for the benefit of the Jegal heirs of 

tho said Jokn Quaniman ; and the interest of the money to 
bo paid annually, to the said heis on making application to 
the snid Walter Spooner, fsq., ho to be accountable to the 
General Court of this Colony, when thereto required. 

Jn the Louse of Representatives ; Read, and concuned. 


In the House of Representatives: Resolved, (Blank.) 


Petition of Zhomas Simonds and Mary Thomas, native 
Indians, of Middleborough, in the County of Plymouth, 
setting forth: “ that they are logally and rightfully possess- 
od of a piece of land, lying and being in Dartmouth, in 
the County of Bristol, ata place called Scontivut-Neck ; 
they, therefore, humbly pray your Honours would giant 
them liberty to make sale of the same.” 

In Council: Read, and committed to Lidad Taylor and 
Benjamin Lincoln, Esquives. 

Tho Committeo on the above Potition report by way of 
Resolve: 

Resolved, That the prayor of the Petition be granted, 
and that alter Spooner, 1sq., bo, and he horeby is om- 
pawored to mako salo of the ‘Cruct of Land mentioned in 
soid Petition for the moat the same will fetch, and to make 
and execute a good deed, or deods, of the same to the pur- 
chaser, or purchasors ; ho observing the rules aud directions 
of the Inw for the sale of real Estates by executors and 
administrators, and the money arising by such sale, to be 
Inid out by the said Malter Spooner, Eisq., in purchasing 
go much Land for the benofit of tho suid Zndians, where it 
will best nccommodate them, as it will pay for, after de- 
ducting the necessary charges of such sales and purchase ; 
and that the said MPalter Spooner, Lsq., be accountable to 
tho General Comt of this Colony, for his doings touching 
tho premises. 

In the Louse of Representatives : Read, attd concurred. 

A Bill, entitled "An Act for encouraging the fixing out 
Atmed Vessels,” having passed the Louse of Representa- 
tivos, to be engrossed, 

Jit Council; Road a second time, and passed a concur- 
rence, to be engrossad, 

In the House of Representatives: Ordored, That the 
Lottor from Nathaniel Shaw, Jun,, be committed to the 
(Commitee appointed to settle the Accounts of the late 
Committee af Supplies, and to take caro of the several 
ear'goes, &o, 

i Council; Read, and concuired. 


Adjourned (o ton o'clock, to-morrow morning, 

Thursday, Fobruary 8, 1776, 
Prosont in Counoil: Wonourahles William Sover, Walter Spooner, Co. 
Job Cushing, John Wintliop, Thomas Cushing, Tedodiah Foster, 
Tames Prosoolt, Eldnd Teylar, Bonjamin Lincoln, Michal Farley, 
Josoph Palmor, Samuel Ifolton, Jabez Iishor, Mosos Gull, John Tay- 

Jor, Benjamin Whito, Rsquires. 

In the House of Representatives: The House made 
choice of thé following Officers for tho Company to ba sta- 
tioned at Pemaquid, in the County of Lincoln, via: Caleb 
Turner, Captain; George Rogers, First Lieutenant; ‘Tho- 
mas Thompson, Second Lieutenant ; Robert Giving, Com- 

nisgarys : 

a "The Hous, also, made choice of the following Officers 
for the Company to bo stationed at St. George's, in said 
County, vias Benjamin Phonmer, Captain ; Joseph Ro- 
dinson, First Lieutonant ; James Thompson, Second Licu- 
tenant; James Minot, Commissary; and Thomas Rice, 
Esq, Must nnaster, for the throe Companies to be station- 
ed in the County aforesaid, 

Jn Council: Read} aud concurred. 

In the House of Representatives: The House made 
choice of Richard Ward, as Commissary, for the Compa- 
ny to be stationed at Salem. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 
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Petition of Jeremiah Obrien, setting forth: * that he has 
been in the Colony service, since the Ist day of August 
Inst, as Commander-in-chief of the sloop Machtas-Liberty, 
and schooner Diligent, which uo vessels now lie at Neto- 
buryport completely equipped for sea, with about fifty men 
on board them, ready for any seivice the honourable Court 
shall think fit to employ them in; one vessel has four car- 
riage guns, ten swivels, the other has five carriage guns, 
and lventy swivels, has poits for eight carriages, has ac- 
commodations for sixty-five men each; we ave all waiting 
the determination of the honourable Comt, whether we 
are to be discharged, or further employed in the Colony 
service ; your petitioner can recommend to the honowable 
Court, the under officeis and gunner to be men well skilled 
in the business.” 

In the Llouse of Representatives: Whereas, it is of im- 
portance that the eneinies of the United Colony should, as 
far as possible, be deprived of necessary supplies, whereby 
they may be rendered the less capable of distressing this 
and the other Colonies aforesaid, and to effect this purpose, 
it is expedient and necessary armed vessels should he fitted 
out and employed to prevent supplics getting into the hands 
of our said enemies ; 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Committee of Corres- 
pondence, Inspection and Safety of Newburyport, with 
Captain Jeremiah Obrien, be a Committee to prepare, and 
in all respects, equip and man, with fifty men each, inclu- 
ding ofticors, the Sloop Machias-Liberty and Schooner Diti- 
gent, now lying at Newburyport; and that said Committee 
recommend such proper persons to the honourable Council 
as may be necessary for Officers of suid Vessals for the pur- 
poses above-mentioned, and when said Vessels aro prepared 
as aforesaid, the officers belonging to said Vessels, bo com- 
missionated by, and follow such directions as they shall re- 
ceive from time to time from the Council of this Colony. 

And it is further Resolved, ‘Phat the following sums set 
against the several officcrs and men engaged in the above 
service, shall be paid them upon their faithfully discharging 
tho duties assigned them, viz: : 

Per month. 

Captain, - - - £4 0 Corpenter,- - - £110 

Fist Lieutenant,- 8 0 Gunner, - - - 110 

Second Lioutenant, 210 Pilot and Q. Master, 110 


Por month. 


Surgeon, - - - 210 Steward, ~ - ~- 110 
Master, + - - 2 O Master-at-Arms, - 110 
Boatswain, - 110 Foremast men, - 1 4 


And for the further encouragement of said Officers and 
Seamen, ‘ 

It is Resolved, That they shall be entitled to one-third 
tho proceeds of all captures that shall be by thom made, 
and finnlly condemned, agreeable to a Inw of this Colony, 
made and passed in the present session of the General 
Court, entitled “An Act for fixing out Armed Vessels, 
and for the trial and condemnation of vessels, that have 
been employed in aiding and assisting our Enemies ;? and 
in such proportions as is allowed the officers and seamen 
of the Armed Vessels fitted out on account of the United 
Colonies, by his Excellency General Washington, The 
above establishment to’be continued until the last day of 
December next, unless this Court should think-itexpedient 
to discharge them sooner. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Inthe House of Representatives; The House made chaice, 
by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Ficld-Officers of 
the Seventh Regiment of Militia in the County of Aitddle~ 

ssex, viz: Sinteon Spaulding, Colonel; William Thomp- 
son, Lieutenant-Colonel; Milliam Hildreth, Fivst Major ; 
Ebenezer Bancroft, Second Major, 

In Council: Read, and concwred, 

In the House of Representatives; Tho Youso made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Second Regiment of Militia, in the County 
of Bristol, viz: Edward Pope, Colonel; John Hathaway, 
Licytenant-Colonel ; Sylvester Richmond, tertins, Hitst 
Major; Joshua Hathaway, Second Major |, gs 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred, fe RR 

In the House of Representatives :, The Flojse.me e 
choice, by ballot, of the Tonourable Jolin Lansosl 5-2 
First Major-General of tho Militia ia this Golony, |, 

In Council: Read, and conomred. 
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In the House of Representatives: Tho Vouse made 
choice, by ballot, of the [fonourable Azor Orne, Esquire, 
Second Major-General of the Militia in this Colony, 

In Council: Read, and concurred, 


Jn the House of Representatives: The Uouse made 
choice, by ballot, of the Honourable Benjamin Lincoln, 
‘Esquire, ‘hird Major-General of the Milutia in this Co- 
lony. 

h Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representativis: The Houso made 
choice, by ballot, of tho following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Fourth Regiment of Militia in the County 
of Essex, viz: Samuel Johnson, Colonel; John HVhitticr, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Asa Perley, Virst Major; Samuel Bod- 
well, Second Major. 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred, 

Jn the House of Representatives: The Touso made 
choice of Captain Benjamin Gage, as First Major in the 
Fourth Rogiment of Militia in the County of Essex, in the 
room of Major Perley, who declines serving. 

In Council : Tad: and concurred. 

Jn the House of Representatives: The Touse made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Ficld- 
Officers of the Eighth Regiment of Militia in the County 
of Essex, via; Henry flerrick, Colonel ; Jeremiah Page, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Archulaus Fuller, Wirst Major ; Sam- 
.uel Epes, Second Major. 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred, 

In the House of Representatives: Tho Touse made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Fifth Regiment of Militia in the County of 
+ Essen, vin: Jonathan Glover, Colonel; Thomas Gerry, 
“Lieutenant-Colonel ; Joshua Orne, First Major ; Nicholas 
Branghton, Second Major. 

dn Council: Read, and conewred. 


An engrossed Bill, entitled “An act for altering the 
place of holding the Cots of Law in the County of Su/* 
Jolle,” having passod the Louse of Representatives, to bo 
ennetad, 

dn Council: Read a second time, and passed a coneur- 
yence, to be enacted. 


In the House of Representatives: Tho {ouso made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Fiold- 
Officers of tho Third Regiment of Militia in the Count 
of Cunbertand, viz: Reuben ogg, Colonel; Richard T, 
Lombard, Licutenant-Cotoncl ; Emothy McDaniel, Virst 
Major; Mphraim Rowe, Second Major, 

‘In Council: Road, and sacral 

Jn the Louse of Representatives: The Touse made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Oflicers of the Fourth Regiment of Militia in the County 
of Cumberland, vias ‘Timothy Pike, Colonel; Moses Mer- 
ril, Lioutennnt-Colonel ; William Knights, Wirst Major; 
Samuel Matthews, Second Major. 

Jn Comeil; Road, avd concurred. 


Jn the House of Ropresintatives : Tho Louse proceeded 
to tho choice of Field-Oflicers for tho sovoral Regiments 
in the Cotnty of Hampshire, and tho Committee appointed 
to collect the voles, having counted, it appears that tho fol- 
lowing gentlemen were chosen: 

Por the First Regiment: Charles Pynchon, Colonel ; 
John Bliss, Lieutenant-Colonel ; William Pynchon, First 
“Major 3 Jonathan Hale, Second Major. 

For the Second Regiment: Seth Pomeroy, Colonel * 
John Dickinson, Lioutonant-Colonel; Ezra May, First 

ajar; Jonathan Clap, Second Major, 
+. For the Third Regiment: John Mosely, Colonel; Ti- 
moth) Robinson, Ligutenant-Colonel ; Benjamin Ly, First 
Major; Daniel Leonard, Second Major. 

‘or the Fourth Reginont: Samuel ow, Colonel ; 
Rug: les Woodbridge, Lieutenant-Colonel; Jon Chester 
Williams, First Major; Josiah White, Second Major, 

Vor the Fifth Regiment; David Held, Colone) ; David 
Wells, Lioutenant-Colonal ; Hezekiah Smith, Fist Major ; 
David Dickinson, Second Major, 

For the Sixth Regiment: Phineas Wright, Colonel ; 
Samuel Williams, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Joshua Locke, First 
Major; Daniel Hhitmore, Second Major, ‘ 
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In Council > Read, and concurred, 


In the House of Representatives: The House mado 
choice of Mield-Ofticers for the several Regiments in the 
County of Linceln, and the Committee appointed to collect 
the votes having counted the same, it appeared that the fol- 
lowing were chosen, vin: 

For the First Regiment: Samuel MeCobb, Colonel ; 
Samuel Landen, Licutenant-Colonel; Dummer Sewall, 
Virst Major; James Lfunier, Second Major, 

Vor the Second Regiment: Joseph North, Colonel ; 
William Howard, Lieatonant-Colonel; Ezekiel Pettce, 
Virst Major; Rowland Cushing, Second Major. 

For the Third Regiment: Biliam Jones, Colonel; Jolin 
Farley, Fist Major; Moses Davis, Second Major. 

For the Fourth Regiment: Mason MWheaton, Colonel ; 
William Farnsworth, Lieutenant-Colonel; James Minot, 
First Major; Launce Robinson, Second Major, 

For the Fifth Regiment: Jonathan Buck, Colonol ; 
Edmund Moor, First Major; Jonathan Buel, Jv., Second 
Major. 4 
for the Sixth Regiment: Benjamin Moser, Colonel ; 
Alexander Campbell, Lieutenunt-Colanel; Samuel Jor- 
dan, Fist Major; Lrancis Shaw, Jun., Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 


Jn the House of Representatives: The House pro- 
ceeded to the chuice of Brigadiors for the several Counties 
in this Colony, agreeable ton late act of this Court for 
regulating the Militia, and the Committee appointed to 
collect the votes having counted the same and assorted 
thom, it appeared that the following gentlemen were cho- 
sen, viz! 

Vor the County of Suffolk, Hon. Benjamin Lincoln, is. 

For the County of Esse, Mon, Mochuel Tarloy, Misq. 

or the County of Jlampshire, Timothy Danielson, Esq. 

Kor the County of Barnstable, Joseph Otis, Esq. 

For the County of Bristol, George Godfrey, Esq. 

For the County of York, Jotham Moulton, Esq. 

For the County of Worcester, John Whetcomd, Kisq. 

For tho County of Cunbertand, Samuel Thompson, Iusq. 

Vor the County of Berkshire, John Iellows, Esq. 

In Council: Reud, and concurred, 

Adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow morning.™ 


n Friday, February 9, 1776, 
Prosent In Council : Honourahlea William Sover, Wolter Spooner, Calob 
Cushing, Jolin Winthrop, Phomas Cushing, Jodadiah Foster, Jumos 
Troseott, Hhlad Taylor, Benjamin Tincoln, Michaol Fuiley, Josoph 
Vulmor, Supned Totton, Jabez ighor, Mores Gil, Jolin foylor, Bon. 
jamin White, Mequires. 


In Council; Whereas, Accounts havo been presented to 
this Court for payment, by several towns in this Colony, 
for provisions supplied the men who marehed from such 
towns, respectively, on tho alarm on the 19th of April 
Just, and after, and no sufficient vouchers ara lodged with 
such accounts, whereby it may bo made evident {hat the 
publick had tho bonefit of such provisions; and whoreas, 
this Colony allowed to cach man, so marching, one penny 
per mila, to refund bis expensos of travelling into camp, 
&c., 


* Bannaranuy, Febuary 3, 1776,—Genticmen: At tho expross soll. 
aitatlon of my daughter-in-law, the wils of my son Samuel Any n Olia, 
L havo prostumed to writod lino to your Honouys in bebalf of her byothor, 
John Gray, who, wo honr, 18 confined to Newbury juil, Now far hg was 
concorned in the affair, 80 as to bo confined in o jaa}, you that hovd had 
tho oxamination of that matter aro cortninly tho best judgas. I would 
just hint lo your Honousa that, as ho is a minor, and mual bo supposed 
altogether under tho diroction of others, whether in cugo of suiflainnt 
bondsmen should appoar in his behalf that ho shall not go into Boston 
in anch 0 time us you svt, nor supply our oncmics, tur corrospond with 
thom, whether ho may not bo confined to some town in the country 
until the Courl shall othorwiso over. But I must loave the matter 
with your {Lonous? discrotion, hoping I shall bo excused, considuing 
iny connoxions, in giving theso hints, and am, gentlemen, your niost 
obodiont, humble servant, Jamie Opis, 


For tho Preaidont of tho Honournhle Council at Water fawn, (to bo cam. 
municuted,) 


In Counorr, Hebi uary 8, 1776; Ruad, and Orde edt That tho ardor 
of Council touching Uie said Joh Gray bo so fur rolaxtd, Unt he bo 
released fiom close confinomont, and sent ko the Town of Barnatable, 
and to romain withiy the limite of that Lown, Samuel Allyn Otis, with 
sufficiont surotios, giving thelr joint several bonds in (ho sna of ona 
thonsand Pounds, Uiut the Mid John Gray shall not pass wilhout the 
limits of the said Town of Bir nstable, or correspond wilh tho anamiod 
of America, or supply thom with provision of any kind, 

Pennz Monvron, Deputy Secretary, 
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Therefore, Resolved, That exch Town, who have pre- 
sented their Accounts to this Court for payment, and yet 
remain unpaid, and those who in future shall present such 
Accounts Jor payment, shall lodge with them, before they 
shall be passed on, a certificate from the officér who com- 
manded such men, on the alarm aforesaid, that no pait of 
the provisions mentioned in such Account were expended 
on their march to [ead-Quarters, and a certificate from 
the Commissary what number of days such Company wero 
in camp, and did not diaw their allowance from the publick 
stores, F 

In the House of Representatives ; Read, and concurred, 

An engrossed Bill, entitled, “An Act to enable the In- 
habitants of Fe?mouth to support prosecutions against per- 
sons who have in possession goods taken from said Inhabi- 
tants during the late fire,’ having passed the House of 
Representatives, to be enacted, 

Jn Council: Read a second time, and passed a concur- 
rence, to be enacted, 

An engrossed Bill, entitled “An Act for reviving a 
number of Laws that are expired, or near expiring,” having 
passed the House of Representatives, to be enacted, 

In Council; Read o second time, and passed a concur- 
renee, to be enacted. 


In the House of Representatives: Resolved, That Doc- 
tor John Greanleaf be poet to the Commitice appointed 
to receive, examine, and pay for all good and meichantable 
Saltpetre, at tha rate heretofore established by this Court, 
that shall bo manufactured in this Colony; and that there 
Bo paid to the said Committee, out of the publick Treasu- 
ry of this Colony, the sum of one thousand four hundred 
Pounds, to enable them to pay for the same, they to be 
accountable to this Court for the money they or either of 
them shall receive; and Mr. Jedediah Phips is directed to 
attond at Matertown, on the second and fourth Zeesdays 
of each month, for that purpose, until the ist day of June 
next, and to advertise this order for his attendance in the 
‘Vatertown and Cambridge Newspapers threa weeks, suc- 
cussively, 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives: Resolved, That the 
following Le the form of ad Tnlistment, to be signed by such 
soldiers as are to be raised by this Colony in the Counties 
of Jfampshite and Berkshire, to join the American Army 
In Canada; and Brigadier Yhompson is hereby appointed 
to get the same printed, as soon as possible: 

We, tha subscribers, do horeby severally inlist ourselves 


into the service of the United American Colonies, until the ~ 


Ast day of January next, if the service do require it, and 
auch of us do engage to furnish, and carry with us into the 
service aforesaid, a good, offective fire-arm, and blanket ; 
also, a good bayonet, cartridge-pouch, and a hatchet or 
tomahawk, or catting-sward, if possible. And we, seve- 
sally, consent to be formed into a regiment, under the com- 
mand of such Field-Officers, Captains, and Subalterns, as 
are, or may be appointed and commissionated by the Ame- 
rican Congress; and, whon so formed, we engage to march 
undor said ofticers into Canada, with the utmost expedi- 
tion, And we further agree, during tho time aforesaid, to 
bo subject to such Gonerals, and other officers, as are, or 
shall bo appointed, and to be under such regulations, in 
every respect, as are provided for the American Army, 

Dated the... .of.... A.D. 1776. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning, 


Saturday, February 10, 1776. 

Prosont in Councils Honourablos William Sevor, Waltor Spooner, Ca- 
lob Cushing, John Winthrop, Thomns Cushing, Jedediah Voster, 
Jamos Proanott, Mldad ‘Maylor, Ronjamin Lincoln, Michaol Puley, 
Samuel Tolton, Juboz Kishor, Mosos Gill, John Taylor, Bonjamin 
White, Eaquires, 

In the Louse of Representatives; Ordered, That the 
Potition of Jsanc ntéle and Samuel Nichols, praying to bo 
fixed out a°Privateering by the Colony, be committed to 
the Committee appointed to build ton Armed Vessels, 

Jn Council; Read, and concurred. 


Jn the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be allowed and paid out of the publick Treasury of this 
Colony, to the Honourable Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., and 


Founrn Sentes.—-Vor, 1v. 


, 
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others, a Committee of this Court for fitting out ten yossels, 
to procure Gunpowder, Ammunition, &c., the sum of two 
thousand Pounds for that purpose, they to be accountable 
to this Court for the same, 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives: Ordered, That Mr. 
Speaker and Major Hawley, with such as the honourable 
Board may join, be a Committee to wait on his Excellen- 
ey General Washington, and inform him that this Court is 
about to rise, and ta know if he has any application to 
make to the Court, , 

dn Council; Read, and concurred, and Colonel Lincofn 
is joined, 

In the House of Representatives ; Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to 
Richard Devans, Eisq., Commissary-General of this Colo- 
ny, the sum of one thousand Pounds, to enable him to 
procure Warlike Stores for the use of the Colony. 

dn Council: Read, and concurred. 


In the House of Representatives: The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field-Oni- 
cers of the Second Regiment of Militia in the County of 
Plymouth, viz: Anthony Thomas, Colonel; John Cush- 
ing, Jun,, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Jeremiah Hall, First Ma- 
jor; Nathaniel Cushing, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, 


In the House of Representatives: Whereas, the votes 
and proceedings of the honourable Continental Congress, 
respecting the Regiment now raising in this Colony to join 
the Continental Army in Canada, mako it necessary that 
some alteration should be made in the Resolves of this 
Court of the 21st of January last, respecting the encou- 
ragement thereby offered and proposed to such as should 
inlist themselves into the said service ; and whereas, it is 
apprehended the mode of appointing the Captains, Subal- 
terns, and non-Commissioned Officers, therein zecommend- 
ed, will retard the speedy inlistment and forming the seve- 
ral companies to be raised, which ought to be forwarded: 
with all despatch ; 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Order of Court of the 

21st of January last, relative to raising a Regiment of men 
in the Counties of Hampshire and Berkshire, to serve in 
Canada, so far as it relates to the two months’ advance 
wages, the electing Captains, Subalterns, and non-Com- 
missioned Officers, by the men, and the officers being con- 
fined to raise said Regiment in the Counties aforesaid, be 
reconsidered. 
Resolved, That the blank Commissions for the Captains, 
Subalterns, and Staff-Oflicers, sent by this Court tothe 
Continental Congress, to the said Regiment, be lodged in 
the hands of the Field-Officers appointed to raise and com- 
mand said Regiment, as, also, infiting apers to those men 
who come recommended to them for their loyalty to their 
country, their cournge, and good conduct, as properly qua~ 
lifted for officers, and, upon their raising the complement of 
men assigned them, to deliver them their commissions. 

And for the encouragement of such as shall inlist them- 
selves into the snid service, 

It is further Resolved, Thut, agreeable to the, Resolves 
of the honourable Continental Congress, there shall be paid 
to each effective, able-bodied non-Commissioned Officer 
and Soldier, who shall inlist as aforesaid, and be properly 
accoutred, according to the terms of their inlistment, the 
sun of forty Shillings, lawful money, as a bounty; and, 

galso, that there shall be advanced and paid to every Offi- 
cer and Soldier one month’s advance wages, that they 
may be enabled to purchase necessary clothing; both the 
said sums to be paid them on their passing muster. 

Tt is further Resolved, That those who have inlisted 
already, upon the former inlistment, given out upon their 
signing the inlistment now ordered, shall be entitled to the 
same bounty and privileges as if they had not before inlist~ 
ed, and shall be entitled to receive pay from the dato of 
theig first jnlistment, ‘Che snid sums of ong month’s ade 
vance wages, and forty Shillings bounty, to be in, flegsof 
the two months’ advance wages ordered in tha, sald] ad 
solves af the Qist of January. ee ; 

And whereas, by the suid Resolves of the ay Pa 
ary, three companies were to bo ralsed fram te County of 
_ Berkshire, as part of tho said Regiment; and whereas, 
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That, as to the complaint of Philip Hodgskins against 
Colonel Cargill, for confinement, your Committes are of 
opinion that it ig a matter cognizable before a civil rather 
than a legislative Court. 

That the said Hodgskins is woithy of the favourable 
notice of this Court, for his zeal in pursuing and taking the 
Sloop Advance, Nehemiah Eastman, Commander, on her 
retin from Boston to Georgia. 

As to the complaint of the Committee of Goldsborough 
against said Cargill, no part thereof was supported ; there- 
fore, in our opinion, ought not to operate to the disadyan- 
taga of said Colonel Cargill. Furthermore, as to the 
yessels detained by the Committee of Goldsborough, your 
Committee are humbly of opinion, that this Court has nado 
sufficient provision alieady, 

Your Committee beg Jeave further to report as their 
opinion, that a Committee of both Houses be appointed to 
consider and report what is further necessary to be done in 
order to suppoit and protect the people in the County of 
Lincoln, cast of Penobscot-River, Also, how Committees 
shall be chosen in places not incorporated, 

Linan Tarton, per order. 

The Committee of both Tlouses on the Letter this morn- 
ing received by this Court, fiom his Excellency General 
Washington, relative to supplying the Aimy with Fire- 
Ars, beg leave to report, by way of Resolve, viz 

In Contnetl ; Resolved, That a Committea be kppainies 
in_ the several Countics of Suffolk, Lssex, Middlesea, 
Lampshire, Worcester, Plymouth, York, and Bristol, to 
purchasa, as early as possible, in tho recess of this Court, 
all the good and efective Fire-Arms, which ara to be ob- 
tained in the saveral towns in the Counties aforesaid, on tho 
bost terms they may be had, and forward them, without 
delay, to his Excellency General Washington, or his order. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to his Excellency, 
to deliver to the Clairman of ench Cominittee, for the se- 
yeial Counties aforesaid, such sum or sums of money as 
may bo suficient to onable them to execute their commis- 
sion with care and despatch, they to be accountable to his 
Excellency for the same. 

In the House of Represontatives: Read, and acoepted, 
and tho following gentlemen are appointed for the purpose 
within senieanat via: 

For the County of Suffolk: Captain Ellis, Mr. With- 
orton, Colonel Thayer, and Mr. Metcalf. 

For the County of Essew: Mr, Jewett, Captain Epes, 
Mr. Ingadls, and Mr. Johnson of Lynn, 

For the County of Middlesex: Colonel Barrett, Mr. 
Stickney, Colonel Perry, and Mr. Bryant, 

For tho County of Ilampshire: Captain Goodman, Mr. 
Cranson, Colonal Meld, Major Ely, and Major Bliss, 

For the County of Moreester: Mr. Singletary, Captain 
Parker, Captain Moore, Mr. Stone, and Colonel Grout, 

Foi*the County of Plymouth: Colonel Mitchell, Major 
Cushing, Major White, and Mr, Partridge, 

Por the County of Bristol: Colonel Williams, My. Ha- 
thaway, Captain Tobey, Mr. Starkweather, 

For the County of Yorks Mr. Lovey, Captain Brag- 
don, and Major Goodwin. 

dn Council: Read, and concurred, 

Adjourned sto ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Wodnesdsy, Febrnary M4, 17116, 


Pragont in Counoil : Honourablos Benjamin Groenloaf, Walter Spoonot, 
Caloh Cushing, Thomas Cushing, Jododiah Fostor, Jamoz Proscolt, 
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Therefore, Resolved, That a bounty or premium of fifty 
Pounds shall be paid out of the Treasury of this Colony, 
to the person, or persons, who shall, at his or their own ox« 
pense, erect the first Powder-Mill in this Colony, other than 
the aforementioned, capable of manufacturing at least fifty 
pounds weight of Powder per day; and shatl make and 
manufacture therein one thousand pounds weight of good 
and merchantablo Gunpowder, to be judged and approved 
of by a Committee to be appointed by this Court; also, that 
a bounty, or premium, of thirty Pounds shall be paid out of 
the ‘Treasury of this Colony to tha person, or persons, who 
shall in Jike manner orect a second Powder-Mill, (other 
than those mentioned in the preamble,) and mako and 
manufacture therein one thousand pounds weight of goad 
merchantable Powder, to bo judged and approved as nfore- 
said. Provided always, the suid Mills shall bo erected, and 
the Powder manufactured therein, within six months from 
the 15th day of £edruary cuncnt; and chat the said Mills 
shall be erected within such towns or plantations as the 
General Court of this Colony shall licenge, or in the recess 
of the same, as shall be licensed by the Council; and in 
such part or parts of such licensed town as shall be appro- 
ved by the major put of the Selectmon thereof, 

fa Councils Read, and concurred, 


Jn the House of Representatives: Tha House made 
choice of the following gentlemen as Piold-Ofticers for tho 
First Regiment of Militin in the County of Jesse, via: 
Timothy Pickering, Jun., Colonal; John Flagg, Lioute- 
nant-Colonel; Joseph Sprague, First Major; Dantel Pare 
ker, Second Major, 

In Council: Neal and conewrred, 

dh the House of Representatives: 'Tho House tnade 
choies of the following gentlemen as Majors in the Second 
Rogiment of Militia in tho County of Morcester, in the 
room of Jonas Lloughton and Ebenezer Jones, who have 
been non-coneurved by the honowable Board, viz; Silas 
Bayley, Wivst Major; Mbenezer Jones, Second Major. 

dn Council : Read, and concurred, 

Mr. Story came up with a messnge from the House, to 
inform the Board that the House proposed to come to the 
choice of a Truckmaster for Machias, by joint ballot of 
both Houses, at twelve o'clock this day. 

Walter SpSoner, Esquire, went down with a message to 
the House, to inform them that the Board had agreed to 
the foregoing proposal of the htnomable Louse, 


The Committee of both Houses appointed to sort and 
count the yotes for a ‘Truckmaster for Muchias, ropoited 
that tho number of voles cast were: 

On the part of the Board, - = + « = I 
On tho part of the [ouse, - - - « » GL 


Toul, - - « « ~ «7 
Thirty-seven made a voto; and tint Mr. Stephens Smith 
was unanimously glosen, 


Inthe Touse of Representatives: Resolved, That Rich~ 
ard Devans, Esq., Commissary for this Colony, bo, and 
hereby is addod to the Committas appointed 10 examine, 
reogiva, purchase, and pay for Saltpetre,, 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred. 


Jn the House of Representatives: Resolved, That Col- 
onel Orne be, and ho hereby is appointed to raise ng soon 
as may be, and muster a Company of Matrosses, to be sta~ 
tidned in the Town of Marblehead, agreeable to a Resolva 
passed the House of Repiesontatives,‘ the 10th instant, - 


Bde Vaylor, Bonjamin Lincoln, Michacl Farley, Samuel Iolten, gand that the following be a form of Inlistment for the said 


Jabez Fishor, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires, 
o Inthe House of Representatives: Whereas, the inven- 
tion and industry of the inhabitants of this Colony have 
been excited by the barbarous policy of Britain, and b: 
the tncouragement given by the General Court, to see 
internal resources of warlike stores, and have been so far 
successful, that invch greater quantities of that capital ar- 
ticle, Saltpetre, has, and probably will be made here, than 
the Powder-Mills now erecting at Stoughton and Andaper 
will be able to manufacture into gunpowder ; and whereas, 
expelience, and the present apparent designs of Adminis- 
* tration’ strongly dictate the necessity of guarding against 
the want of that important article, which we 
may be done by encouraging individuals to erett Powder- 


Mills, : 


resume. 


Company 6f Matrosses : 

We, the subscribers, do hereby engage and inlist our- 
selves as Matrosses in the service of the Massachusetis Co- 
lony, for the defence and protection of the sen-cansts of said 
Colony, from the day of ov inlistment to the last day of 
December, 1776, for the establishment of that purpose made, 
unless the said servico shall admit of n discharga of a part 
or the whole sooner, which is to be determinad by the Gee 
neral Court of said Colony, and we do hereby whlige our 
selves to submit to all the orders and regulations of the 
Army, and faithfully to observe and obey all suclt ofders 
as we shall from time to dime recoive from our superior 
officers. ‘ 

wees dayof, su. . 1976, ‘ 

Jn Councii: Read, and concurred. , v 
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Jn the House of Representatives: Resolved, That there 
be paid ont of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to the 
Committee of this Court appointed to procuie Wood for 
the Continental Army, the sum of one thousand Pounds 
more, to enable. them to perform that service, they to be 
a¢countable to this Court for the same. 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the Louse of Representatives: Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, ta Tho- 
mas Crafts, and others, the sum of three hundred Pounds, 
they being a Committe of this Court to receive and take 
care of the Inhabitants of the Town of Boston, coming out 
to Chelsea, to enable them to defiay the expenses thereof. 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives: The House made 
choice of the following gentlomen as Fjeld-Ofticers for the 
First Regiment of Militia in the County of Suffolk, viz: 
William MeIntosh, Colonel; Eleazcr Weld, Lieutenant- 
Colonel; davon Guild, First Major; Abijah Draper, Se- 
cond Major, . 

Jn Comcil: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives: Whereas the Ifo- 
nourable Joseph Frye, Esquire, who has been appointed by 
this Court to the command of the forces stationed at Jal- 
mouth, in the County of Cumberland, is appointed a Bri- 
gadicr-General in the Continental Aimy 3 and as it may 
be necessary, in case of his accepting said trust, to have 
some other person appointed to the command at Jelmouth, 
before the next sitting of this Courts 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Council be, and hereby 
are empowered to appoint some person to such command 
at Fadhouth, on their being certified, in the recess of the 
Court, that the said Joseph drye, Esquire, has accepted the 
appointment to the office of Brigadicr-General as aforesaid. 

div Councils Read, and concurred. 


An engrossed Bill, entitled “ An Act to encourage the 
fixing out of Armad Vessels for the defence of America,” 
having passed tho Louse of Representatives, to be enacted, 

In Council: Read a second time, and passed a concur- 
rence, to bo enacted, 

In the House of Representatives: The Wouse made 
choice of Mr. John Lord, Surgeon of tho Regiment to be 
raised’in the County of Essex, to reinforce the American 
Army til tho Ist of April next, in the room of. 4 eee 
+ dn Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o’elock, to-moriow morning, 

Thursday, February 15, 1776, 


Preeout in Council : Tonourables Benjamin Groenloaf, Walter Spooner, 
Caleb Cushing, Thomas Cashing, John Whotcomb, Jedodiuh Joster, 
Dldad ‘faylor, Bonjamin Lincoln, Michael Muley, Joseph Patmor, 
Bamuel Holton, Jabez Wisher, Mosos Gill, John ‘Taylor, Bonjamin 
Whita, Esquiies, 


In the House of Representatives: Resolved, That the 
Commissary-General of this Colony be, and hereby is di- 
recied to procure for the use of the Colony, twenty Ficld- 
Pieces of throe-pounders each, instead of the twenty of 
soveral sizes, which by a former Resolve of this Court, 
he was directed to procure, any thing in said Resolve to the 
contrary votwithstanding, And, also, that the Commis- 
sary do advise with Colonel Burbeck, the Engincer, re- 
specting said pieces, 

In Cowncil: Read, and concurred. 5 

In the Hause of Representatives: The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen as Tield- 
Officers of the Third Regiment of Militia in the County of 
Worcester, viz: Ezra Wood, Colonel; Joseph Chapin, 
Lietitenant-Colanel ; Joseph Daniels, First Major; Caled 
Whitney) Second Major. 

Jn Cowicid + Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives: The Wouse made 
ehojec, by ballot, of the following gentlemen og Ficld- 
Offigers for the Third Regiment of Militia in the County 
of Essed, vies Jonathan Cogswell, Jun., Colonel; Isaac 
Dodge, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Charles Smith, First Major; 
Joseph Gould, Second Major, 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 


In the House of Representatives: Resolved, That the 
Commissary-General of this Colony be, and hereby is di- 
rected to deliver unto the Selectmen of the Town of Mar: 
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Ulehcad, ten and-a-half barrels of Powder, ag soon as the 
state of the publick Magazines will admit thereof, 
In Council; Read, and concurred, 


Ju the House of Representatives: Whereas, the hon- 
owable the Continental Congiess, have desired this Cout 
to make application to the several Towns in this Colony, ta 
know what quantity of Silver and Gold can be procured 
in exchange for the Continental Bills, as chat sort of mo- 
ney is greatly wanted to support that part of the Army 
gone against Quedech, 

Therefore, Jtesolved, That the persons hereafter named 
in each County of this Colony, be 1 Committee to make 
inquiry what money, in Silver and Gold, can be procured 
in exchange for Continental Bills; and the same Committee 
are required to obtain subscriptions in their several Counties 
of all persons who are willing, in this time of danger and 
distiess, to exchange hard money for said Bills, and that 
each petson set down against his name, the amount of such 
sum as he is ready to exchange, and that the said Com- 
mittee make teport of their dogs therein, on the second 
day of the next sitting of this Court, and that Mr, Perry, 
Colonel Lovell, and Colonel Davis, for the County of Suf- 
Soll; Colouel Orne, Major Cross, My. Hopkins, and Mr 
Phillips, for the County of Essex ; Mr, Hall, Colonel Bar- 
rett, and Mr, Hodart, for the County of Mléddlesen ; Major 
Lawley, Major Ely, Colonel Btiss, Colonel Feld, and Cap- 
tain Goodman, for the County of Hlampshire; Mr, Cushing, 
Mr. Zurney, and Major Hhite, for the County of Pit 
mouth ; Colonel Ot’s and Colonel Doan, for the County 
of Barnstable ; My, Durfee, Colonel Bowers, Colonel God- 
Srey, and Colonel Carpenter, for the County of Bristol; 
Captain Parker, My. Caldwell, Mr. Rawson, Mr, Single- 
ton, Mr. Bancroft, and Mr. Wheeler, for the County of 
Worcester ; Mv. Curtis, Mr. [¥hiting,and My, Dickinson, 
for the County of Berkshire ; Captain Bragdon, Mr, Ho- 
vey, and Colonel Sawyer, for the County of Pork; Mr, Drees 
man, Brigadier Thompson, and Mv, Faby an, fox the County 
of Cumberland; Mr- Rice, Captain Havoc’: Major Se- 
wall, and Colonel Jones, for the County of Lincoln; Colo- 
nel Norton, for Dukes County, and Mr, Stephen Hussey, 
for the County of Nantucket, be a Commitica for the pur- 
pose, and that Mr. Davis give notice to Mr. Lhussey of his 
being appointed for the purpose aforesaid. 

Jn Council : Read, and concurred. 

In the Louse of Representatives: The Touso made 
chioica of Jonathan Reed, as Colonel of the Sixth Regi« 
ment of Militia for the County of Middlesea, in ta room 
of Oliver Prescott, Esquire, sleotad Brigadier; and at the 
sane time mado choice of Josiah Sartell, us Lieutenant: 
Colonel, of the same Regiment, in the room of Lieutenant. 
Colonel Reed elected Colonel; and Jonathan Alinot, First 
Major, in the room of Major Saréell, elected Lioutenant- 
Colonel; and, also, Samuel Stone, Second Major, ih the 
room of Jonathan Minot, clectod First Major. 

Tn Council: Read, and concurred, 


Potition of Hannah Goldthwait, late of Boston, io the 
County of Suffolie, setting forth ; * that for some tim, past, 
she hath been under low and declining circumstances, she 
hath been obliged to contract divers debts which she hath 
no way of discharging, but by the tender usage of her kind 
husband, who by his publick oftice is obliged to remain in 
Boslon; and that nane of her areditars might by her mis- 
fortunes suffer thereby, ho, her said spouse, did confide 4 
Mr. White, of Marblehead, to bring out of said ogee, 8 ; 
deliver to her a certain sum of money for the purpose 
aforesaid ; the said Hannah, having heard that the said 
sum of money hath been taken into custody by the ho- 
nourable Court, she humbly desives that the said sum of 
money might be returnad to her for her relief and support.” 

Jn the House of Representutives: Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to 
Ilannah Goldihwatt, ov order, the sum of sixty Pounds, 
for the purpose mentioned in hey Petition, i 

Ine Council: Read, und concurred. - 

In the House of Representatives: Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to Gap- 
tain Jeremiah Obrien, the sum of seven funded and 
sixty-three Pounds, six Shillings and one Penny, in full of 
said Obrien’s Muster-Roll, to Ist indtant, 

In Council: Read, and -concurred. 


ad 


a 
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Memorial of James Cargill, of Newcastle, in the Coun- 
ty of Lincoln, setting forth to your IIonours: ‘that the 
schooner Dolphin was, by order of the honourable Court, 
committed to his care; and that your memorialist fitted 
her with two new masts, also, with carpenter and smith’s 
worl: to fit her for use; and, also, ordered Andrew Reed, 
Jun., to coast in said schooner to Portsmouth and New- 
bury, in order to get rigging for her, which she was very 
scant off. Said schooner was ordered to proceed on busi- 
nese the Ist of January last. Your memorialist would be 

Jad of your Flonour’s directions concerning said schooner. 


In the House of Representatives: On the Petition off 


James Cargill, Resolved, That Colonel Cargidi be allow- 

ed to detain the aboyesaid Schooner, till further order of 

this Court, and be accountable for her earnings when re- 
* quired, 

Ta Counci?: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives: Tho House made 
choica, by ballot, of the following gentlemen as Field-Om~- 
cers of the Fourth Regiment of Militia for the County of 
Middlesex, via: Henry Gardner, Esq., Colonel; Hzekied 
How, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Jonathan Llapgood, Furst Ma- 
jor; Cyprian How, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow morning. 

Friday, Fobrunry 16, 1776. 
Present in Council; Wonourables Benjamin Groonloaf, Waltor Spoonor, 

Cuieh Cushing, Thomas Cushing, Johu Whotcomb, Jodediah Foster, 

Fldad ‘Vaylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Michaol Forloy, Joseph Palmor, 

Samuel Holton, Jubvz Fhor, Moses Gill, John ‘Tuylor, Bonjamin 

White, Exquiros, 

Jn the House of Representatives: Tho Mouse mado 
choice, by ballot, of Joseph Gilbert os Colonel of the 
Fourth Regiment of Militia, in the County of Vorcester, 
in the room of Colonal Farner, clected Brigadier. 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred. 


In the House of Representatives: Resolved, ‘That tho 
honourable Council be empowered to supply his Excol- 
loncy General J¥ashington with the three thousand pounds 
of Powder which may arrive in the recess of the Court, or 
any part thereof, 

Jn Council; Read, and concurred. 


In the House of Representatives: (Blank.) 


dn the House of Representatives: The Pay-Roll of the 
honourable Members of the LLouse, with their travel and 
attendance, was made, and allowed by the House, 

dn Council: Read, and allowed; and 

Ordoved, That a warrant be drawn on the Treasury for 
the suin of two thousand two hundred and seyenty-four 
Pounds ten Shillings, in full of said Roll, 


In the House of Representatives: Resolved, That the 
Compuissary-General be, and he is hereby empowered 
and directed to deliver to his Execlloncy General Wash- 
ington, or his order, such Colony Tire-Arms as are in his 
keeping, that ara fit for servico, he paying the price they 
shall he set at by a Committee to bo appointed hy this 
Court to appraise the same; and that Captain Brown, of 
Watertown, Colonel Thatcher, and Major Fuller, be a 
Committee for that purpose, who are directed to keep an 
adoount of the number of the Guns so appraised, and the 
‘amount thereof, and to report the same to this Court, 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 


~ A Letter from Henry Laurens,* President of the Coun- 
oil of Safety of their sister Colony of South-Carotina, ro- 
Dri to raising Seamen in this Colony, for the service of 
. that, 
ih, godn Council: Read, and Ordered, That Falter Spooner 


In nifz Cournot or Sarety, Cranuustown, Sovrn-Canotiwa, Des 
cémber 31, 1776.—Gywrtesten: Tho bonror, Captuin Robert Cochran, 
boingaggnt by us lo progure soamon in your Colony for tho defonce of 
thisy'Wo take tho liberty of requosting that you will afford him ovory 
assistanodtin your power, ‘which ho may want in this businosa, 

From yaur zon) in tha eotnon caves of America, wo doubt not that 
ho will meet with your support and countonanes, Bo aganrod that wo 
shall think eurselvos happy in rendoring any service to our brotlrron in 
tho Mussa chuseits-Bay, and testify ‘Upon every occasion the asteem and 
rogurd which wo hayo for your honourablo Board, 

By order of tho Conneil of Safety: Hexay Laununs, President, 
To the IZononrablo tho President and Memborg of the Council of Max 
: anchusetis.Bay. 


y 5 
ie Committee to whom was roferred tho consideration of tho fore. 
going Lotter havo atlondod that servico, and beg loave,to Foport that 
: ‘ a pars a. 


n, 
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and Thomas Cushing, Esquires, with such as the hongur- 
able Uouse shall join, be a Committee to consider the 
same, and report. : 

Jn the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred, 
and Colonel Orne, Brigadier Thompson, and My. Brown 
of Boston, are joined on the part of the House. 


In the House of Representatives: The House taking 
into consideration the disbursements, expenses, and tine 
of services of the Honourable Thomas Cushing, Esquire, 
a late Member of the Continental Congress on the part of 
this Colony ; thereupon, 

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred and forty-six 
Pounds eight Shillings be allowed and paid to Thomas 
Cushing, Esquire, for two hundred and forty-four days? 
attendance on the business of the Colony at the Conti- 
nental Congress the last years his Account of disburse- 
ments and expense for the Colony to be considered and 
acted upon tho next session of the General Assembly, 

Jn Council; Read, and concurred, 


Inthe House of Representatives: Ondered, That the Roll 
of the Company who marched from Stockbridge, under Cap- 
tain Brown, for the reduction of Ticonderoga, be committed 
to the Committee on Minute and Militia-Rolls, 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 


In the House of’ Representatives : Whereas, the Colony 
cannot bo supplied with a suficient quantity of Paper for 
its own consumption, without the particular care of its in- 
habitants in saving rags for the Paper-Mills: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Committees of Corres- 
pondence, Inspection, and Safety, in the several owns in 
this Colony, be, and they hereby aro required immedi« 
ately to appoint soma suitable person, in their respective 
towns, (where it is not already done,) to receive rags for 
tho Paper-Mills; and tho inhabitants of this Colony are 
hereby desired to bo very careful in saving even the small- 
est guantitios of rags proper for making Paper, which will 
be a further evidenco of their disposition to promote the 
publick good. 

Jn Council: Read, and concurred, 


An engrossed Bill, entitled “An Act for carrying into 
execution a Resolve of the American Congress for ascer- 
taining the number of Inhabitants in this Colony,” having 
passed the House of Representatives, to be enacted, 

Jn Council : Read a second time, and passed*a concur- 
rence, to be enacted. J 

Adjourned to nine o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


Captain Robert Cuckran be allowod to intial a numbor of poamon for 
tha purpose mantioned in the totter, and tut tha Counil of thie Colony 
givo him a pormit for thut purposo, All which is submittod, 

Warren Sroonen, por orders 

In Counon, Mebruary 16, 1776: Rond, and agceptod, and thorenpon 
Resolved, That pein Robert Coch an bo pormitted by tho major part 
of tho Connell to inilet a numbor of soamon for the dofonoa of Souths 
Carolind, not oxcooding thrac hundred mon, out of the inhubitunts of 
this Government, oxcopting such na are omployod in tha Gontinontal 
Army in tho armor yousola fitted aut, ofthar by this Colony or any of 
tho inhabltants thoreof, or in tho forces raisod by this Goyornmont for 
the dofenes of tho son-const, (A,)_ Sont down for conamronoa, 

Puenux Monvon, Deputy Searotary. 
¥ LELEENS TO THE COMMITTING OF SACHIAS AND NORTHAMPTON, ON LI0UIe 
NANT KNIGHI'S PLANS, 

Ganviemun: Yours of tho 29th of January Inet, by Captain Willard, 
to tho Prosklont of tho Council, is now bafore us, ‘The subject mattor 
thoreof’ hath beon duly considered, Although wo could wish that the 
plans in possession of Lioutonunt Knight had boon dotainnd, yat wo ure 
for from consuring tho inhabitants of Machiaa for not doing it. Wo 
are infoimed they are now in his hands—somo stopsewill bo talon to 
arcuro thom, Wo approvo tho monaures you havo talon wilh regard to 
Lioutenant Spry’s goods, You will eafoly retain tho wholo in your 
possession, until tho furthor order of this Court, 

Gevrienny: Wo ae informed that Lioutonant Knight, now oonfins 
od to the town of Northampton, haui in his foszeneion sono valuable 
and important plans, whioh, if thay should full into the hands of our 
enomios, would not only deprive us ofan netual sui voy of our own sone 
const, but onablo thom with more facility to annoy and distress ua. 
You will, thoroforo, takoallauch plang, minulon, and sketches, Which 
ho may havo rolative thorato, into your possession, and safely keep Uiom 
until tho furthor order of this Court, and adviso this Court of your 
doings. 

In Counom, Februa:y 16,1776; Rond, and nocoplad, and Ordered, 
That the first Lettor horein mentioned be sighed by tho Soaratary, by 
ordor of the Gonoral Court, and bo sont to tho Committoo of Safoty nt 
Machias; and thut tho lust vecitod Lettor bo signed by tho Svorotary by 
ordor afaicsaid, and ho sent to the Commritico of Correspondence of 
Northampton, Sont down f@r concn ronoo, ‘ 

Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 


Iv rie Hougy, oF Reransenritives, February 17, 1776: Read, and 
conourred, . Wititan Coorsn, Speaker pra ten. 
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4 Soturday, February 17, 1776, 
Presont in Council : Honourables Benjamin Greonleaf, Wultor Spoonor, 

Caleb Cushing, Thomas Cushing, John Whotcomb, Jededwh Foster, 

Bldad ‘Paylor, Bonjamin Linaoln, Michacl Paley, Josep Palmer, 

Samuol_ {ollon, Jabez Fishor, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin 

White, Esquires i 

Petition of Benjamin Crocker of Falmouth, setting forth: 
‘that there is due to him, and others, of Falmouth, large 
sums of money, to the amount of about seven hundred 
pounds sterling, in the Islands of Lodago and Grenada. 
He, therefore, humbly prays that your Honours would per- 
mit him to sail from Ju/mouth (in a vessel in ballast) to 
said Islands, in order to collect the aforementioned sums.” 

dn the House of Representatives : Resolved, That Ben- 
famin Crocker bo allowed to go in a Vessel, of which him- 
self is master, to the /Vest-Indies, in order to collect any 
moneys which may be due to him, and others, there, he 
giving bonds, with sufficient sureties, in the sum of one 
thousand Pounds to the Treasurer of this Colony, that he 
will not carry in said Vessel any cash or produce of the 
Colonies, and that,he will return to some port of the 
United Colonies, (other than Boston, Nantucket, or New- 
Yorle,) with the proceeds of the collection of such debts, 
and not purchase Goods from any Island contrary to the 
Continental Association; and, it is hereby recommended 
tothe said Crocker, to purchase Arms, Ammunition, or any 
kind of Military Stores, enumerated in a late Resolution of 
the Congress, if there to be obtained; and, that the Com- 
mittee of Inspection of Lalmouth be, and hereby ave di- 
rected to seo that there be no more Provisions canied off 
in said Vessel, than what is necessary for victualling the 
people belonging to hor in said voyage. 

dn Council: Read, and concurred. 

Inthe Louse of Represeniatives: Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, (o 
Philip Hodgsicins, and others, the sum of four hundred 
Pounds, to supply the necessitics of the Inhabitants be- 
tween Penobscot and Goldsborough. 

In Council: Read, and concuried, 


Inthe House of Representatives: Whereas, itis of the 
ulmost peru that thero be procured a sufficient 
quantity of Sulphur, for manufacturing into Gunpowder the 

saltpetre that nay be obtained : 

Fgsolved, That there be allowed, and paid out of the 
Treagnry of this Colony, for every pound of goodand more 
.ehdhtable Sulphur that shall le refined from mines and ores 
within this Colony, and delivered to the Commissary-Ge- 
neral of this Colony before the Ist day of July next, a 
bounty of nine Pence per pound, in addition to the like 
sum which the Committee of this Court for procuring that 
article ara already directed to give; the venders of such 
Sulphur producing a certificate from the major part of the 
Selectinen of any town where such Sulphur ts refined, cer- 
tifying in what Town and County within this Colony the 
same was produced and refined ; and that Captain Brown 
get this Resolve printed in the soveral Newspapers. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 


In the House of Representatives: Resolved, That the 
Committes ately appointed to build, rig, and fix ten arm- 
ed Sloops be, and thoy hereby are empowered, to suspend 
contracting for more than five of that number, until, upon 
malting fall inquiry, they shall have a probable prospect of 
obtaining the necessary materials for rigging and equip- 
ping the same; and, instead thereof, said Committee are 
hereby authérized, also to purchase, rig, and fix five 
suitable Vessels already built, for the purpose of defence, 
of any other denomination and dimensions than those spe- 
cided 'in a former Resalve, according to their best discre- 
tion; and, said Committee are further empowered to in- 
port, at ‘the risk und expense of this Colony, any materials 
they shall find necessary for rigging and fixing any of the 
afordsnid Vessels, as they shall judge best, not infringing 
upon any Resolves of the Continental Congress, 

Jn Council; Read, and concurred, 

Mr. Phil&ys camo up with a message from the Louse, 
to desire the Board to suspend granting the commissions of 
General Officers, and Brigadiers of this Colony, till the 
next sitting of the General Court. 

In the House of Representatives: Ordered, That Mr. 
Dix and Major Johnson be added to the Committee on the 
Rolls of the Militia and _Minute-Men, who are to ‘it in the 
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recess of this Court, so long asa quoium of the Council 
shall sit, 
In Council: Read, and concurred. 


The Committee of both [louses, appointed to make in- 
quiry after virgin Lead, &e., beg leave to report, that a 
sub-Committes has been to Northampton and examined 
the Lead-Mine there, which has been worked, and in 
which, as Me. Clapp, Clerk of the Works, informed us, 
much loss had been sustained. Ile, also, told us that Mr. 
Bowdoin, Colonel Ward, and Mr, Ledge, were the pre- 
sent proprictors; that they owned about two hundred and 
twenly-five acres of land, had a Storehouse, Stamping-Mill, 
and Smelting-[ouse ; that they would sqll their estate 
there for one thousand pounds, lawful money, as he be- 
lieved that their land is bounded about halfa mile upon a 
river, upon which is said Mill. Said Clapp alsa snid, 
that many assays had been made upon the ore, and it pro- 
duced, in that small way, from filly to seventy-five per 
cont. Lead ; but, in smelting in the large way of business, 
they could not produce any Lead, but it all ran into glass, 
they not understanding the business. De said that they 
stamped and washed the ore, and in that state, without 
smelting, they sold in considerable quantities to the potters. 

The sub-Committee are of opinion, that if the present 
proprictors’ right be purchased, it will be necessary to pur- 
chase other lands, perhaps to the amount of one thousand 
pounds, lawful money, more, so as to command the siver 
roads, and the summit of the mountains, in whieh, it-is 
likely, avo better mines than that which has been opens 
ed; and, as the buildings ave much out of repair, and 
others will be needed to carry on the business, it will re- 
quire at least one thousand pounds, lawful money, more, to 
sat the worl ina good way of business. There will be 
twelve or fourteen miles cartage to water carriage. 

The sub-Committes have, also, examined a Lead-Mine 
in Southampton, very convenient for working and water; 
but, as this had not been opened, and tho winter prevent- 
ing, they could not make full discovery of the quantity. 
They, also, examined a Mine in Worceséer, but its situa~ 
tion would not admit of its being worked. 

The sub-Committee brought from Northampton some of 
the ore, and obtained Mr. Clarke to make an assay, in 
doing which he saved twenty-five per cent, Lead, and he 
supposed that he washeil or lost in the operation twenty- 
five per cent, more. They have, also, endeavoured to 
have another assay made by Mr. Turd, but, his fire-place 
being very small, the assay failed, he not being able to mise 
a sufficient heat. 

The Comunitice beg leave to sit again, and deste to be 
instructed whether they shall now transmit this Repoit to 
the American Congress, or wait for further light in this 
matter, and, also, whether they shall examine into the pro- 
cess, &e., of the Lead-Works now carrying on at Middle- 


town, in Connecticut, Expan Taxnon, per order, 


In Council: Read, and concurred, and that the said 
Committee be directed to sit again, and transmit a copy 
of the foregoing Report to the American Congress, and; 
also, to examine into the process, &c., of the Lead- Works 
now carrying on at Middletown, Connecticut, and report. 

In the House of Representatives: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives: Whereas, the Admi- 
nistration of Great Britain, by their despotick and ,eryel 
measures, [rom time to time, and finally by shedding Abe 
blood of the inhabitants of the British-American Colonies - 
has obliged us to take up arms for our defence, and thereby ~ 
we are engaged in an unnatural war, which has, in a con- 
siderable degree, prevented the importation of Bread, 
Corn, Flour, and other articles of subsistence and defence, 
into this Goverament, from the neighbouring Colonies, 
whereby great part of the usual supply is cut short 5 nnd, as 
the sea-coasts of this Colony are surrounded with ghipss-of 
war and cutters, which makes it necessary for our delayeo 
an armed force should be stationed in various parts thayer!y 
whicti army cannot be subsisted and defended without afi ~ 
importation of those supplics, and it being of great'impor~ 
tance proper measures should be pursued, (o prevent the 
distresses that may arise from the want of the said aiticles; 

Therefore, Resolued, That Zhomas ‘Dur fei “Esq.; Da- 
niel Davis, Esq. Captain Josiah Batchelder, with such as 
the honourable Board may-join, be, and they are hereby, 
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appointed a Commitiee to agree for, and fix out, with all 
possible despatch, on account of this Colony, on the best 
terms, as many vessels as may be sufficient for the im- 
porting ten thousand barrels of Flour, two thousand casks 
of Rice, and one hundied tons of Pig-Iron, from any of the 
Southern Colonies that shall to them appear most safe, and 
may be effected in the most expeditious manner ; and that 
the said Committee deliver unto the Commissary-General 
of this Colony the aforesaid Flour, Rice, and Iron, when 
imported, taking his receipt for the same. 

And it is further Resolved, That there be paid out of 
the publick ‘Treasury of this Colony, into the hands of said 
Committee, the sum of eighteen thousand Pounds, for the 
above purpose, said Commitee to be accountable to this 
Court be the same, 

In Council: Read, and concumed, and Valter Spooner 
und Moses Gill, Esquires, are joined, 

In Council: Whereas, Benjamin Greenleaf, Esquire, 
was appointed one of the Committee of this Comt for 
building sundry sloops-of-war, and his attendance at the 
Council is necessary for the despatch of the important 
business of this Colony, on which account he has desired 
to be excused fiom the service of building the said sloops : 

Therefore, Ordered, That Richard Derby, Esquire, 
be appointed on said Committee for building the said 
Sloops, in his room. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

In the Louse of Representatives: Ordered, That Mr. 
Phillips, Colonel Brooks, and Mr. Vose, with such as the 
honourable Board may join, bo a Commitioo to make somo 
further experiments of the Saltpetre that is manufactured 
in this Colony. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Benjamin Line 
coin and John Taylor, Msquires, are joined. 

Adjouned to Monday morning, ten o'clock, 


Monday, Fobruary 19, 1776, 


Proaont in Council: Honourabloa Bonjamin Greonloaf, Waltor Spoon- 
ar, Caloh Cushing, ‘homas Cushing, John Whoteomh, Samuel Lol. 
ton, Eldnd ‘Taylor, Jodediah Foster, Bonjamin Lincoln, Michal 
Farloy, Joroph Palmer, Jaboz Fishor, Moses Gill, John ‘Maylor, Bon. 
jumin Whito, Enquives, 

Major Lawley, Colonel Rreeman, Major Fuller, Mr. 
Cheever, and Captain Goodman, came up with a message 
from the Louse, to acquaint the Board the House is de- 
sirous of a conference with both Houses, (immediately, if 
the Board pleases,) on the subject of regulating Law Pro- 
cesses in Civil Causes, and the Proceedings of the Inferior 
Courts of Common Pleas in the several Counties of this 
Colony, until some days in the sitting of this Court after 
their next meeting. 

Thomas Cushing, Esquire, went down with a message 
to inform the House that they agreed to the foregoing pro- 
posal of the Touse, and that,"as the Council-Chambor 
Was not suflicient to hold both Houses, the Board proposed 
that the Conference be held in the Mecting-[onse, and 
that the Board were ready to attend, whenever the louse 
should signify to the Board that they were ready, 

Colonel freeman came up with a mossage from the 
Houso, to inform the Bonrd that the House are now ready 
to proceed on the proposed Conference, and that they had 
proposed, also, that the President of the Council should 
preside at the Conference, 

In the House of Representatives: Ordered, That Ma- 
jor Hawley, Mr. Speaker, Colonel Brooks, Major Fuller, 
aid Major Bliss, with such as the honowable Board may 


sys ae bo a Committee to consider what is proper to be done 


* 


ith respect to regulating Proceedings in Civil Causes, 
&c., and report, 
; Baga Read, and concurred, and Benjamin Green- 
leafgWalter Spooner, Thomas Cushing, Jedediah Foster, 
Esqilreg, ara joined, ' 

In the Howe of Reprerentatives: Ordered, That... 
sees eees bo a Committee, with such as the honoyrable 
Board may join, to take into consideration a Letter from 
tho Honourable James Otis, Esquire, relative to a Jrench 

esse] cast on shore on the Cane, 

Jn Council: Read and conéired, and Benjamin Lin- 
coln, Joseph Palmer, and Moses Gill, Esqs., ie joined. 

Adjoumed to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning, 


‘ 
* # 
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Tuosday, Fobruary 20, 1776. 
Presant in Council: Honourables Bonjamin Groonlonf, Walter Spoon. 
c1, Calcb Cushing, Thomas Cushing, John Wheteomb, Samuol [iol. 
ton, Jabez Misher, Judodiah Foator, Mldad Taylor, Baovjamin Lincoln, 

Michnol Failoy, Josuph Palmor, Moses Gil], John ‘Puylor, Isquiros, 

In the Tlouse of Representatives: It having been the 
laudable practice of this Government, to 1ecommend and 
appoint days for fasting and prayer, upon solemn and spe- 
cial occasions, besides our Aunual Fast; and as this Court 
apprehend, that the present time is big with the most iun- 
portant events, to this and the other Colonies, and that 
these events are in the hands of the Supreme Governour 
of the Universe, 

Therefore, unanimously Ztesolved, That the honourable 
Board be, and heichy are desired to set apart Thursday, 
the 71h day of March next, to be observed as a Day of 
Solemn Humiliation and Prayer, devoutly to implore of 
Almighty God, that the vocal dispensations of Providence, 
in the pecoliar events which have lately taken place, may 
be duly resented, and the great end for which they aro de- 
signed, happily accomplished, ‘That Po will, also, com- 
mand [lis Homing upon our Council and Arms in the pre- 
sent stuggle with Great Britain, for those inestimable 
rights, civil and religious, with which God and Nature has 
invested us, and mado it our duty to endeavour at every 
hazard to hand down to posterity; and that they cause 
a Proclamation to be immediately issued, and sent to the 
several Ministers and Pastors of the several denominations 
of Christians in this Colony, for tho purpose aforesaid. 

In Council: Road, and concurred, and Ordered, That 
Benjamin Greenleaf, Thomas Cushing, and Jedediah Pos- 
tor, bo a Committee to draft a Proclamation for tho pur- 
pose aforosaid, and yoport. 


In the House of Representatives: Whereas, it is proba- 
hle, it may ba found for the interest of the Colony, that 
part of quantities of the Flour and Rice, jauely ordered to 
be imported from the Southward, should be brought into 
some port castward of Boston, 

Resolved, That in addition to the Committee alroady 
appointed to procure the sume, there be chosen from that 
part of the Province, two moro for the same purposo, 
and Major Cross is accordingly choson on tho part of thig 
Tlouse, 

In Councél : Read, and concurred, and Benjamin Green- 
leaf, Esquire, is joined. . 

Mr. Brown eame up with & messago from the Tfouse, to 
inform the major part of the Council, that the House had 
now no business of a publick nature before them, and that 
they desired a recess to the 20th March next. 


Mr, Phillips came up wilh a message from the Touse, 
to inform the major part of the Council, that the ouso 
had reconsiderod their former requost, and dosired to ba 
adjourned or prorogued to the 18th of March noxt. 


The Secretary went down with a verbal message to tho 
House, from the major part of the Council, which he do- 
liyered in the words following, viz: 

Mr. Spraxer: I am directed by their Honours, of tho 
major part of tho Council, to acquaint the honourable 
Touse that thoy have consented to the enactment of the 
following Bills 


A Bill for assessing a Tax of seventy-five thousand 
Pounds, to defray the charges of this Colony, 

A. Bill for regulating the Militia of this Colony. 

A Bill for altering the places of holding the Courts of 
Law in the County of Suffolle. 

A Bill to enable the Inhabitants of Falmouth to suppoyt 
prosecutions against persons who have in possession goods 
taken from said Inhabitants during the late fire. 

A Bill for reviving a number of Laws that are expired, 
or near expiring, i 

A Bill to encourage the fixing out of Armed Vessels for 
the dofonce of America, 

A Bill for carrying into execution a Resolve of the 
American Congress, for ascertaining the narber of Inha- 
bitants in this Colony. ‘ 

And they have seen fit to adjourn the Great and Gene- 
ral Court of this Colony to Wednesday, the 18th day of 
March next, at ten o’clock, A. M., 10 which timo and 
place the said General Court is, accordingly, 

Adjourned. ri boy poe 
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MASSACHUSETTS IIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wednestduy, Noyombor 29, 1775, 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Bowers go up 
to the honourable Board, and acquaint them that a Quorn 
of the Hougg are met, and now proceeding on business; 
who reported, that he had delivered the message. 

A Letter from his Excellency General Washington, of 
this day, to the General Assembly. 

Read, and thereupon Ordered, That Mr. Gardner, 
Mr. Pitts, and Colonel Orne, with such as the honourable 
Board shall join, be a Committee to take the saine into 
consideration, and repoit. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Captain Sharp and Mr. 
Boardman be added to the Commitiea for providing con- 
veyances for the Poor of Boston, as they shall be sent out 
of that towa. 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the House a Letter from 
the Rev, Mr. Gordon, desiring to be excused fiom further 
setving the [louse as a Chaplain, 

Whereupon, A&solved, That the House will now come 
to the choice of a Chaplain, 

Ordered, That Mr. Rawson, Mre Wheeler, and Mr. 
Cooper, be a Committee to soit and count the votes, 

Who reported, that Dr. Cooper was unanimously chosen, 

Ordered, That Mr, Rawson wait on Dr. Cooper, and 
acquaint him of this choice. 

Tho Louse then adjourned, to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning, 


Thuraday, Novembor 30, 1775, 
Mr. Speaker communicated to the House a Letter from 
the President of the Continental Congress, enclosing a 
Latter from the Continental Agonts, dated London, Sep- 
tember 2, 1775, giving information oftheir having present. 
ad the Petition of said Congress, and that no answer would 
be given. Read and sent up. 


Mr. Speaker communicated to the Touse a Letter from 
the President of the Continental Congress, dated Philadel 
phia, November 1, 1775, enclosing a number of Resolves of 
Congress, 

Read, and Ordered, That Mr. Gardner, Major Cross, 
and Colonel Bowers, with such as the honoprable Board 
shull joip, consider suid Resolves, and report, 

Upon a mation, Ordered, That the Committee for pre- 
paring Accounts for the Continental Congress, have libeity 
to take out of the Clerk's files such Vouchers as they may 
nead to accomplish that business, 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down from the honourable 
Board the Lettor from Genoral Hashington, sent up yes- 
terday, with the Report of a Committee thereon, signed 

Bensamty Linconn, per order. 
Tn Council, November 30th, 1775: Read and accepted ; 
and thereupon, Resolved, That Joseph Palmer, Yisquive, 
with such as the honourable House shall join, be a Commit. 
{toe to wait on his Ixcellency General MVushingion, and 
with the General Officers, to devise some method whereby 
the deficiency in the Army, which may be caused by the 
Connecticut Forces leaving the service, and the furloughs 
granted to put of the Forces inlisted for the next yoar, 
ean be supplied, and make report; And also, that Ben- 
jamin Lincoln, Esq., with such as the honourable House 
shall join, be a Committee to prepare a draft of'a Letter to 
his Excellerfey General MWashtngion, in answer to the last 
eb a in said Letter, showing the teasons of this Co- 
‘dony’s paying their men by lunar months, (A.) ‘That it is 
‘pot an innovation, and that it is matter of concern to this 
Court, that while we are doing justice to our men by com- 
plying with our contract with them, that it should produce 
disorder in the Army. (B.) 

Read and concurred, with the amendment at A. B., 
viz: dele from A to B. And Mr, Speaker and Colonel 
Bowers avo joined on the Committee, to wait on his Ex- 
eellensy General TVashington, with the other General 
Officers; and Colonel Orne and Mr. Gerry are joined on 
the Committee, to report a Letter to his Excellency, in 
answer to the last paragraph in hjs Letter. 

A. Petition from the Selectmen of Newbury, praying an 
allowance for thojr trouble and expense in providing and 


Founrn Sertes.——Vot. ty, 
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collecting Blankets, Provisions, and Clothing, for the use of 
the Army, in obedience to repeated orders from Congress, 
and Commitice of Supplies. And also, piyment for pro- 
vision and other articles procured for the men who marched 
on the 19th of April, 

Read, and committed to Mr. Gardner, Me. Eophizs, 
and Mr. Bryant. 

A Petition fiom a Committee in behalf of the Town of 
Mendon, praying payment for Piovisions expended for ibe 
subsistence of four Companies, who marched fiom that 
town on the 19th of Api, 

Read, and committed to the 
this nature, 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That all Petitions fiom the 
Selectmen of the several Towns for allowance of charges, 
that have arisen by their procuring and conveying Provi- 
sions to their Soldiers on and about the 19h of Agil, be 
presented immediately to the Committee for considering 
accounts of that nature, without being first presented to this 
Tlouse. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Finthrop Gray he 
of the Committeo for poviding conveyances for the Poor 
of Boston, in the room of Mx. Pierce. 

Mr, Rawson reported, that he had waited on Doctor 
Cooper, and that the Doetor’s health, situation, and other 
engagements, would not admit of his attending the House 
as a Chaplain, 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Cooper, Colonel 
Barret,and Major Cross, bo a Committes to make inquiry 
and nominate to this TIouse some suitable person (o officiate 
as a Chaplain, and also for proper accommodations for his 
residence in this town, if necessary. 


Committee on accounts of 


Aftarnoon, 


A Petition of Nathan Wheeler, setting forth: “that 
though he had inlisted a consideble number of soldiers, 
he failed of a commission, by reason of the person from 
whom he received his odeis, being deemed unwarily to 
have a regiment; that notwithstanding, he has continued 
in the service asa subaltern officer, and was in the Inte 
action at Charlestown, but has not received any establish- 
ment whereby he can be intituled to pay until the fast of 
July 3? aud praying the inte position of this Court. 

Road, and committed to Mr. Crane, Mr. Pitts, and Col- 
one] Thayer, 

A Petition of John Stevens, Chairman of the Commit- 
toe of Safety and Correspondence of the Town of Glou- 
cester, praying for Cannon, Ammunition, more Soldiers, 
and anumber of Antillerymen, witha Field Officer to com- 
mand the Troops stationed theie, and the Militia when 
necessary, for the furthor defence of that Hatbour. 

Read, and committed to Captain Batchelder, Mr. Crane, 
and Mr, Llopltins. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Major Johnson, Colonel 
Thayer, and Mr. Nye, be a Committee to inquiio-whether 
the Commissary-Genetal of this Colony and his Deputies 
have a right to make contracts with Bakers, and whether 
such contacts have been made, 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Orne, Mr, 
Story, and Mr. Gerry, be a Commitiee to bring in a Ro- 
solve empowering the Standing Committee of this [louse 
on Accounts, to pass on Accounts of Innholiers, for aftord: 
ing entertainment to Soldiers on their march from ‘heir 
homestothe Army, and also to Prisoners and their Guatels, 
“and for the support of sick Soldiers and Zididns, ~ 

The House then adjourned to nine o’clogk, to-morrow + 
morning. pike 


_ 


: Friday, Decombor 1, 1775, 

A Potition of Thomas Livermore, in behalf of p yum 
ber of Prisoners in the Jail at Ipswich, setting forth, that 
they are in yreat need of Clothing, and praying rellel 

Read, and committed to Mr. Story, Captain Gatessand 
Colonel Spauiding. Oe aes 

Tho Committee appointed to bring in a Regolye for on- 
larging the Commission of the Standing @orhmitteé on 
Accounts reported, Rend and ‘acvepted; 

Resolved, That the Standing Committes of the House 


« 


“ 
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on Actounts be, and they hereby are directed to receive 
and examine all the Accounts of Tavernkeepers which 
shall bo presented to this [fouse in consequence of a Re- 
solve of the Court of the 7th of November Jast, and that 
they ceitify on such Accounts the sums that are duo to 
such ‘Taveiners, whose Accounts shall be vouchod agree- 
able to said Resolve; and having thus proceeded, thoy are 
further directed to deliver them to tho Committee which 
shall be hercufter appointed to receive and pass upon the 
Muster-Rolls of the Militia and Minute-Men adored in 
said Resolve, and not to send them without further direc- 
tions, to the Committoo of Council appointed to concur, 
and make payment of such Accounts as shall have been 
passed by the first-mentioned Committee. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Dr. Fleteher be added 
to the Standing Committee an Accounts, to assist them in 
passing on such Accounts as may be exhibited against the 
Colony by Physicians and Surgeons, 


Mr, Speaker communicated to the House a Letter re- 
ceived fiom Colonel Joseph Otis, of Barnstable, 

Whereupon Ordered, That Colonel Orne, My, Cald- 
well, and Mr, Story, with such as tho honourable Board 
shall join, be a Committee to take the samo into consider- 
ation, and to inquire into the conduct of the people at Nan- 
tucket and Martha's Vineyard, and report. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down tho Report of a Com- 
mittee appeinted to waiton tho General Officers, and con- 
for with them on the measures proper to be taken thet our 
Jines may bo duly defended at this crisis. 


Afternoon, 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Lovell, Captain 
Toby, and Captain Kirowles, bo a Committes to receive all 
Petitions and Accounts of those who received wounds from 
the enemy on and sinc the 19th of April. 


A Petition from John Tidd; also fiom Joseph Cornell ; 
also from Dennison Wallis; setting forth, that they sus- 
tained losses and suffered wounds fea the enemy on tho 
19th of April; also a Petition of Alewander Parven, repre- 
seuting that he is rondered incapable of serving his country 
any longor as a soldier, or supporting his family, by means 
of a wound reecived in tho battle on Bamieor’s Gill; and 
preying consideration, 

ead, and committed to the Committee appointed this 
day to receive Petitions of this nature. 


Moses Gull, Eesq., brought down from the honourable 
Board a Memorial from General Frye, setting forth the 
importance of Lalnouth Town and Neck, the works that 
aro there prepared, and the necessity of further provision 
for the safety of that Post. 

Road, and Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Colonel Sayer, 
nnd Colonel Barrett, with such as tho honourable Board 
shall join, bo a Committes to take into consideration this 
Memorial, and roport. \ 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mv. Speaker and Col- 
onol Ore, with such as the honourablo Board shall join, 
hea Cornmitteo to acquaint his Excellency General Wash- 
ington with the impoitanco of Cape-Cod {Inbour, and 
confer with him on some method to deprive the enemy of 
the advantago they now receivo therefrom. 

f *Oraéred, That Mr, Story bring in a Resolve providing 
for the settlement of Accounts that are and may bo exhi- 
bited by Innholders and others, for entertainment afforded 
to Soldiers on their march from their homes to Head-Quar- 
rs} also for support of prisoners ‘and their guards, as- 
well as others. 

* Upon a motion, Ordered, That the Committee who are 
appointed to provide for the removal of those Inhabitants 
of Boston, to the several Towns in the country, who are 
unable to remove themselves, be directed to procure teams 
fog’ thi purpose, on the best terms they are able. 
» ‘Benjamin White, Esq., brought down a Report of the 
Coramittee for proportioning’ three thousand and oight men 
among the several Regiments in particular Counties inthis 
Colony. 
", Samuel Holten, Esq., brought down the following Vote 
of: Council, viz : ' 
“aly Council, December 1, 1775: Ordered, That Mr. 
ansF and Colonel Lincoln, with such as the honourable 


a 
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House shall join, bo a Committee to take into consider- 
ation the state and circumstances of tho Soa-Consts, and 
report whether, in their opinion, the whole or any part of 
the men stationed for the defence thereof, cun with safety 
be discharged, aad if any can be, in what part of the Co» 
lony, that they may have an opportunity, if they see cause, 
of joining the recruits. 

Read, and concurred, and Mr, Gerry, Dr. Baylies, and 
Colonel Spaulding are joined. 

Ordered, That Colonel Orne procure five hundred 
copies of the Resolve for raising part of the Mulitia to be 
printed as soon as possible. 

Ordered, That My. Gardner go to the honowablo 
Boaid, and inquire if they have passed on the Resolve for 
raising pait of the Militia. 

Who reported that he had delivered the massage. 

Moses Gill, Esq., came down, and informed the ITouse 
that the Honourable Board had passed on the Resolve for 
rising pat of the Militia, by concurring the same. 


Mr. Store, according to oder, brofight in a Resolve 
providing for the settlement of certain Accounts of Inn- 
holders, which was accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

In tho House of Roprosontatives, Decombar 1, 1775. 

Resolved, That the Standing Committee of this Tlouse 
on Accounts be, and they aro hereby directed to receive 
and examine all the Accounts of Tavernkeepers and 
othors, which shall be presented to this House, for Bu pote 
ing the Soldiers in their march fiom their homes to Hend- 
Quarters, and that they allow such Accounts as shall bo 
properly vouched, and that they keop all such Accounts 
upon a separate file, and deliver the same to the Committee 
appointed (o examine tho Muster-Rolls of tho Army, that 
they may bo able to mako such deductions as shall be 
necessily. 

And itis further Resolved, That tho Standing Com- 
mittee aforesaid he, and they hereby are directed to receive 
and examine all Accounts of Tavernkeepers and others, 
for support of prisoners and their guards, and also for sup~ 
port of sick Soldiers and Indians; and upon thoir boing 
ploperly vouched, that they allow and pass the sama. 

Resolved, That the Standing Committee of this House 
on Accounts be, and they aro hereby directed to receive 
and examiné all the Accounts of Vavernkeepers which 
shall be presented to this House, in consequence of a Re- 
solve of the Court of the 7th°ol November last, and that 
they certify on such Accounts the sums that are due (o such 
Taveiners, whose Accounts shall bo vouched agreenble to 
said Resolve, and having thus proceeded, they are further 
directed to deliver them to the Committeo, which shall 
bo herenfier appointed to receive and pass upon tho Mus+ 
tor-Rolls of the Militia and Minute-Men ordered in said 
Resolve: And not tosend them without further directions, 
to the Committes of Council appointed to concur and 
mako payment of such Accounts as shall have passod by 
the first-montioned Committee, 


A Petition of Francis Brown; also of Nathaniel Fav 
mer; setting forth tho loss and damngo that they sustain by 
means of wounds which they received on the 19th of Apri(, 
and praying relief. 

Read, and committed to the Committee for receiving 
Potitions of wounded men, 

The House then adjourned, to nine o’clock, to-morrow 
morning. . : 

Saturday, December 2, 1775, 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Colonel’ Sayer bring in 
a Resolve directing Mr. Nye to use his utmost endeavoms 
to raise one hundred and twenty-eight men in the Mast 
Regiment, in the County-of Barnstable. 

The Committee appointed at the last sitting of the Court 
to procure Wood and lay for the Army, made report of 
their doings, and proposed a measure for the more effectual 
supply of the article of Wood, Whereupon the following 
Order was passed, viz: ams 

Whereas, it appenis that the camps at Cambridge, 
Charlestown, and Medford, consumés fifty-eight cords of 
Wood per day, viz: twepty-four at Cambridge, sixteen at 
Prospect-Llill, and eighteen at Hinter-EZill ; and the. cap 
at Roxbury consumes seventeen cords per day. In order 
that there may be a daily supply, oe 
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Ordered, That the Members of this Wouso, from the 
Towns of Needham, Newton, FVeston, Malthan, Lincoln, 
Bedford, (Woburn, Reading, Stoneham, Texington, Wit. 
mington, and Malden, be a Committce to apportion and 
make out what quantity itis proper each of said towns (and 
the Town of Natick) should supply, daily, of the Gfty-eight 
cords, and to which place they shall send it; also, that the 
Members from the owns of Roxbury, Dedham, Stough- 
ton, Dorchester, Braintree, and Milion, with Messis, Perry 
and Metcalf, be another Committee to determine what part 
of the seventeen cords each of said towns shall send to the 
camp at Roxbury, daily. As soon as said Comuiiltees hava 
made return what quantity each town should supply, there 
go avecommendation from the honourable Court to said 
towns, to carry their respective quotas accordingly. 

Ordered, That Mr, Story, Captain Goodman, and Col- 
onel Orne, bring in a Resolve to direct a Committee to 
collect a part of tho Militia, in the several Counties, agree- 
able toa Feats of yesterday, 

Upon a motionsOrdered, That Mr. Cutt be of the Com- 
mittee on the Memorial frém General frye, and also of tha 
Committee on the state and circumstances of the Sea- 
Coasts, in the room of Mr, Gerry. 

Mr. Story, from the Committee, 1eported. 
accepted. 

Resolved, That Mr, Guild, for the County of Suffolk; 
Messrs. ILopleins, Phillips, Mighil, and Major Cross, for 
the County of Essex; Colonul Spaulding, Colonol Barret, 
Colonel Smith, and My. TPAtt«ney, for the County of iid- 
dlesexs Colonel Cushing, Major Hhite, and Colonel Sprout, 
for the County of Plymouth ; Colonel Joseph Otis, lor tho 
County of Barnstable; Doctor Baylies, Major Lodges, 
and Captain Carpenter, for the County of Bristol; Mr. 
Singletary, Mv. Caldwell, Mr. Rice, Mr, Allen, and Cap- 
tain Flagg’, for tho County of Horcester ; Captain Good- 
man, Major avley, Major Bliss, and Colonel eld, for 
the County of Jlampshire, be, and they hereby are seve- 
rally appointed to use their utmost endeavours to raise the 
men, proportioned and fixed on the seyeial towns, in their 
respective Counties, form them into Companies, and direct 
their march to Head-Quarters, agreeable to a Resolve of 
this [louse yesterday, 

. Ordered, ‘That Mr. Hopkins procure one hundred co- 
pies of the above Resolve, to be printed as soon as may be, 

The Committee on tha Petition of Join Stevens, Chairs 
man of the Committee of Gloucester, repoited. Read, and 
accepted, as follows, viz: 

In tho House of Roprosontatives, Dooombor 2, 1775, 

Considering the importance of the [arbour of Gloucester 
to this Colony, tha exposedness of the same to the enemy, 
it nppears necessary, that in addition to the provision al- 
ready made, that more men should be stationed there to 
complete and defend tho fortifications alrendy erected and 
erecting, 

Therefore, Resolved, That there be two Companies im- 
mediately raised, consisting of fifty men each, including 
Officers, upon the same establishment of the Forces raised 
for the ch se of the Sea-Coasts ; one Company of which 
to be employed to manage the artillery ; and that suitable 
Officers be commissionated to raise and command the 
same. The above Companies to continue in said service 
till tho first day of April next, unless discharged before 
that time by order of this Court, 

And it is further Resolved, That a General Officer be 
appointed to take the command of the Forces stationed at 
Gloucester, who shall be empowered to call in the neigh- 
“bourisg Militia upon any emergency, as he shall judge ne- 
cossary, and dischargo thom again, a8 soon as the service 
will admit of the same, and that the above Officers be cho- 
sen, by joint ballot, of the honomablo Board and this 
House. 

Colonel Sayer, agreeable to oydler, reported tho follow- 
ing Resolve,, Read, and accepted, viz: 

Resolved’, That Mr. Nye be appointed to repair to tha 
Enst Regiment, in the County of Barnstable, and use his 
utmost endeavours to raise and form into Companies, one 
hundred and twenty-eight meng who are to be officered, 
equipped, paid, aud supported, in the sane manner as is 
provided by‘a Resolve of this Court of yesterday, for rais- 


Read, and 
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ing men in several towns in this Colony, and the said men 
to causo to march, and to be at [ead-Quarters on the LOth 
instant, ; 

‘The Committee, for apportioning a quantity of Wood on 
a number of towns, reposted, 

Whereupon the following Order was passed, viz: 

In tho Houso of Ropresontatives, December 2, 1775. 

Whereas, the supply of the article of Wood for the Cam~ 
bridge and Roxbury camps hath not been hitherto fully 
sufficient to answer the demands, notwithstanding the ex- 
ertions of this Court for that pmpose; and such a defi- 
ciency not only tends to the discouragement of the Soldiers 
from again inlisting into the service of the United Colonies, 
but, also, may be attended with a dispersion of the Army, 
the loss of our lives, devastation of towns in the neighbour= 
hood, and ruin of the inhabitants: 

Therefore, Resolved, That it be, and hereby is, strongly 
recommended to the towns in schedule annexed, to take 
effectual measures for daily supplying the camps with at 
least the quantities of Wood respectively annexed to their 
names, and that they by no means fail in this matter, as 
they regard their own safety and their country’s welfare 5 
and it is earnestly requested of the Selectmen and Com- 
mittees of Correspondence in the towns above named, that 
they use such precaution as will, at all times, preyent the 
smallest deficiency of the quantity aforesaid, by means of 
dificult travelling, or any other contingency, 


To be carried io Roxpunry. 


Coils, Cords. 
Roxbury, - - ~- - 2 Buaaintree,- - - - 
Dedham, - - - + 3 Milton, - - - - 38 
Stoughton, - - - 2 Medfield, - - - ~ 2 
_ Dorchester, - - - 3 Walpole, - - - - 2 
To Prosviicr-Hin, 
Cords, Uoryds, 
Lexington, - - -5 Wilmington, + ~ 5 
Bedford, - - - -4 Watentown, - ~ - dF 
Lincoln, - - - -d¢ 
Yo Campnipse, 
Cords, . Cords,” 
Concord, = - - - 8 Nowton, - + - - 
Natick, + - + - 8 Weston, - - + - 6 
Needham,~ - - - 5 Waltham,- - - - 4 
To Wiwron-[hie. 
Corda, Corte, 
Medford, - ~ ~ -8 Reading, - - - +6 
Stoneham, ~ - +2$ Wobun, - + - ~ Sf" 
Malden, - - ~ «84 Wilmington, - - -1 


Ordered, That Mr, Jewef, Mr. Kingsbury, Captain 
Moody, Mr. Cooper, and Colonel McIntosh, be a Com- 
mitteo to procuio a number of copies of the foregoing Re- 
solve piinted or written, as can be done with the greatest 
despatch, 


, Uponamotion, Ordered, That Mr. Story bring in a Re- 
solve for the dismissing ¢ number of men stationed an the 
Sea-Coast. 

Charles Channey, Esquire, brought down a Letter fom 
James Sullivan, Esq., giving an account of the works of 
defence jn the Town of Falmouth, and representing the 
necessity of further provision for the safety of that town, 
and enclosing a copy of the Proceedings of the Convenr; 
tion of the County of CumberTand.* coat 

oy 
* Fatwourst, November 26, 1775.—Bin: Somo time ago Istroubled: 
tho honourable Board with tivo lottors, whoroin I atmed to treat of nite 
ters which I thought to bo of groat importanca to tho Continent Jn 
gonoral, and this Colony in particular, but fearing that « farthor pro. 
coading in that way tight by thom bo doomott assuming and affrontivo, 
and supposing that the bonovolent disposition of your mind, would at 
tho samo timo it pardona my intriding a long lottor on you will indues 
ee to laysuah parts of it bofore tho honourable Council, ag wills 
avo a pertinent tendsney to myo thom to Like under their congidoyae: 

Aion the iniportance of preventing tho nomics gaining 8 oamp forge 
Jiut provions to my troating of the importanas of holding this hia 

and as ovidonce to support mo theroin, 1 boy lonve to givo you abl fory* 

of' what has boon done hero since Falmouth was dostroyod, Sdon there 

Commodore Mowat, who buint the town, had snilod fof Boston, Cnptain’ 

Syntona, in the Ceslierus, arsived here, and demanded twenty shoapylwde 

tons of hay, and twenty bushols of potatoes, ay a raward for his sparing 

the fow remaining houses ; thoso wero denibyl Jim by the pooplé, aud an 
alarm spiand that he was going to land four Hundred men} at the bamo 
time the people concluded that tha Ministerial arniy designed to take 
poe-oasion of an eminence an the poninaulgol Falsouth Nook, for tone: 


* 


ry 
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Read, and Ordered, That this Letter, with the Papers 
accompanying, be committed to the Committee on General 
Frye’s Memorial. a. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down a Petition of the 
Committee of Safety of tho Town of Salem, praying to be 
inshucted what their duty is :especting Captures made by 
Privateers, Passed in Council, via: 

Jn Council, December 2, 1775: Read, and Ordered, 
That Seauel Holien, Esq., with such as the honourable 
House shall join, be a Committec to take the within Peti- 
tion into considetation, and report. 

* Read, and concurred, and Mr. Story and Captain Tody 
are joined, 

Mr. Story, agreeable to order, reported. Read, and ac- 
cepted, 

Whereas, it is necessary that a number of men should 
be immediately raised, agreeable to a Resolve of this Court 
of yesterday ; and, as it appears to this Court, that the men 





songand purposes which I shall hereafter mention to you, and appree 
honded that those houses which wor spared in tha conflagration, vero 
intonded for barracks, lo which belief they were more espuctully load hy 
Captain Mowoat’s telling a person, that ho way sorry #0 muny houses 
wore burnt, as tho saving moro would havo better ans ered his design 5 
but the paople still supposed that if the landing thoso ti vops were impo. 
ded by the Militia, they would endoavour lo burn those houses also; this 
alarm sproad into tho County of York, with ay much torrour as in the 
Oonnty of Cumberland, é 

T, therofore, wont with a number of mon to contrive, if postlblo, 
somo mathod Lo pravont tho expected dovastution in thix part of the 
Colony; whan I camo to Falmouth, thero were ono hundiod and eighty 
amen thor, including the son-coast mon, (many hed gono away for want 
of provisions,) tho Stihtin thero wns commanded by Colonel Mitchell, 
and Colonol Hogg; and a mimbor of gontlemon wero atlonding. ‘hoy 
assomblod, und choso mo to lond thom ; nv oflicv tho honour whereol { 
was as little ambitious of a4 I was capable to wll oxcouto it; however, 
it boing thought to ba a post of dunger, and as thal modesty aud ditt. 
tlonoo which strongly urged mo to decline it, might havo boon deoned 
cowardiog, snd tontadl to the discourngoment of tho people, I acoopted 
it, and instantly detormined to break ground on un ominenos on tho 
Nook, which overlooks the Jand for twonty miles round; but as Cap. 
tain Symons had sont « proslamation on shoro, that af wo wont (o oract 
any fortiflontion ho would fie upon ua, I thought ho might annoy 
tho pooplo; and finding that thore was (hen in town throo hundred 
woight of powder, bovides tho email stocka in tho adjacont towns, 
nnd two good double fortified six-pounders, tolerably woll mountod, I 
ordorad tho pooplo in tho night to throw up a battery on an udvantageous 
point, noar tho ship, in ordor to combat hor if sho flrad on the pooplo, 
who woro to intrayoh on tho ominonce, ‘Tho zoul and rosolution with 
which the pooplo sot about the oxcoullon of this plan was much beyond 
my oxpectatien, but just as wo diaw to tho designed placo, tha Cerberus, 
though in the dark, weighed anchor, and pul to aoa, but approhondin, 
that she might roturn tho next morning, wo continued our Jabour al 
night; but sho has not returned. 

On tho 7th instant, tho Convention of Committoos of this County 
mot, and though thoir procectings may want some accuracies, yot the 
spirit obvious in thom docs honows to tho County; and I, thorefore, 
tuke tho liberty of onclosing u copy of thom, . 

Bingo that imo wo havo orected two buttaries, oannot-proof, ono 
boaring two doublo fortifiud six, und two dlito mne-poundora, and ona 
threv-poundor; and tho othor battery beara four double fortified Jon 
nina-poundoya; nll which, oxcopt tho six-pounders, hayo boon mounte 
gluco L camo hora, and wo havo gratefully rocoived onto guns and pow. 
dex from tho Gonoral Court. Upon the eminence wo havo got u fort 
in groat foriyardnoss, and should before now have completed tho parn- 
pol of it, had not tho soyerily of the weather provented us, This is all 
dona by tho Militin of theso lwo Countios, with somo ussistanco of tho 
woncoist mony ‘ho Militiv roadily attondod with their provision, tools, 


te 

"Thora in gill wantod a roiloubt or two, and othor advanced works, on 
tho hill, whieh, with finishing tho citudol, must ho dofsriod antil tho 
woathor is mora favourable. 

» Wo mneh rojoico at tho appointment of Gonerul frye, who arrived 
hora yootorduy, and have tho highest oxpootation, froin his acknowledgod 
abllity and inlogrity, nrovided ho wor in such a situation us would ion. 
derhlmnotive ; but Lam sony to say thut tho Gonoral Court has cam. 
manda him to fine with his hands hound. In his appointment over 
tho Militia, ho fs confinod to tho County of Cumberland, und all his 
operations aro timited to that placa, whilo the County of York aio ug 
mugh interested iny and anxiously concerned for tho defynes of Jal. 
mouth.Neck, as tho County of Cumberiand. This scoma an offeatual 
bar to that unton of tho Counties, which, at this Limo, is 80 absolutely 
necessary; ho, thorofore, should hayo boon, and I hopo yet will bo ap. 

R ie bs ajor,Goneral of tho Militin in thes two, if net in tho lowor 
intys 


Hopesoon it will bo, ho had as good try to command the gow, ne thom in 
4 pb getion, In his othor dopaitmont, aa commander of two hun. 
dred ani fifty wan.consk mon, whoso timo expires within ons month, he 
cans dachothing fo the purposo, but if thora howled four hundred marines 
be linge mount fill a enorifico, before any considaiabla number of our 
scattering Militia could be collected to reinforce him, Bosides this, 
when he calls the Militia, (and if thoy should oboy him,) he has no way 
to find thom provision, or any authority to provida one single nocos- 
sary for his formidable army of two undead and fifly mon, ‘Lhie is 
thy aituation of this honourable gentleman, which I should not havo 
mentlaned, if I had not the honour to bolong to tho Assombly. 

Nowy sir, whnt romaing, is to show you vihy Lapprohend that there 
ig dangor of the onomy's faking thia post; nnd what I supposed to bo 
B rational plan to prevent so great a calamity; but I muat beg your par. 
oly aw this prolixily, which is not ocadsionst by the leva of writing, but 
by, heskogard have for tho poople, and tho cavas they aro engaged in, 

ages ‘ > 
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stationed upon the Sea-Consts in the Towns of Newbury, 
Dartmouth, Rochester, and Wareham, may, without any 
inconveniency, be spared fiom any further service in guard- 
ing the Sea-Coasts in those towns: Therefore, 

‘Resolved, ‘That the men stationéd on the Sen-Consts in 
the Lowns of Newbury, Dartmouth, Rochester, and Ware- 
ham, be, and they hereby are dismissed from the servico 
aforesaid, from and ulter the filth day of December instant, 
and that no further pay, or allowance, be made for that 
service after that lime, 


Upon a motion mado, and seconded, 

Resolved, That a general attendance of the Members 
of this {ouse, is, at this time, indispengably necessary for 
the despatch of publick business ; and, all Members not 
necessarily detained by sickness, or absent by order of the 
Tlouse, ave enjoined, forthwith, to attend thoir duty therein 
until particular leave of absence can be granted, or a recess 
takes place. 


"This is undonbtodly ono of the best harbours in tho Conlinont, and 
tho only ono for te apace of two hundred mil&, between Hoston and 
Sheepscul, whore a ahip can now lio in aufoty in the winter, and could 
they bo kept out of this harbowy, our priyateors might cuisa in anfety; 
but if they hold Uiie post, our neyigation is at an ond, and funine fs tho 
conscquonca, 

If an army of fitoon handved mon should be lodged on tho ominenco 
bofora mentioned, with nv propor train, ten thousand would nat forso 
their Hines; nnd oe provision for our sustenance cannot be ralsod here, 
wo must como {o them for broad; and whera there ja no arity, or com» 
mand, tho slunghter of a fow persons will bring many to Bubmissiou, 
‘his obsorvation Tinke to bo founded in himuit natura; and it is in 
vain for pooplo to tulle of dying vuthor than ssbmilting, for whon wo 
are famished, overpowored, or disarmed, wo must submit, and aro erie 
minal in not doing it; and an entire submiseion of these Cotntios whon 
the onomies ara possersed of this gronnd, oan bo proyented only in thrao 
waya, to wits hy forcing thoir tings, destroying their navy, or watching 
tholy motions, with an army mueh superior in numbors to theirs, 

Tf tho importance of thexo Countios mo held os trifling by our Ag. 
sombly, (ns Lam sonsiblo thoy aro not,) thay will bo so with tho Conti 
nontal Congress, and the possosuion of them by our onomies will mato 
an yast oddly in tho war; for, boride Une distress of the peoplo hero, the 
Ministerial army will be able to furnish the Weatelntics with umbor, 
thoir sovoral dotachmenta wilh boof, wood, yroons, roots, &e., &e, and 
tho ‘Torios now aluving in Boston, with comfortable dwollings und farms, 
‘Those things xppoar to mo to bo 4 autfiiciont inducamant to tho Rogus 
lave, whilo thoy oun gain and hold so important a post with o thousind 
mon, todo it; and if thoy do, wo must inovitably aubinit, or curry famine 
with un to the weatward of Mert imack River, ‘ 

‘This can noyer bo proyonted but by an oxpengo which ought to, and 
Tdowbt not will bo borno by tho Continont, It would ho eruol to exe 
pect tho Militia, cithorto completo or dofond tho works begun, for in 
a small space of timo after u floot apponrs in sight, with a good wind, 
the soldiora may bo landad und formed, and tho agaombling n body of 
the Militia in this country, whore the inhabitants avo sonttering, ta a 
work of timo; and, theroforo, tho most rational plan in my mind is the 
having 0 garrison of ono thousand wan horo, undor Goneral Frye, and 
tho Militia in these Woo Countios, organized in emall regiments and 
companies, under his command, and thon I dao bo anaworablo for hin 
success, ‘This oxponso mny bo lightoned by having no other soa-cunst 
mon-fiom York to Kennebeck, wher thore is now faut handvod, oxoopt 
what the Genoral aball send on scouting parties, 

Tam informed that Ganeral Washington has said, that if tho Genoral 
Cot would requost it, ho would sond a regimout horo; itis trac that 
as tho sonson now ig, there can bo little dono at fotifeation, but thera 
muat boa vast many pickots got this winter, to onublo n thousand mon 
to dofend this post in tho spring, whilo tho Militia inay bo gathoring to 
roinforoo thom, and flat-hollomod boaty shauld bo provided to Lranaport 
tho Militin ovor tho wator horo, and in this way Gonoral Frye may om. 
ploy hits forces this wintor, sa na to bo ablo to rocoivo an aldol, fo tho 
sping. A 

Tam, sir, with tho greatost rospoot, your most obedient and most 
humblo servant, Jastes Burnavan, 
To tho Honourablo John Winthrop, Wonourable Benjamin Greenleaf, 

or tho Monourablo Benjamin Lincoln. ; 

P, 8, You havo a copy of a lotter from Gonoral Washington to Colo 
nol Phinney. 

_ ’ 

Farsourn, November 7, 1775,—Mot on adjournmont of the County 
Convention, . 

Tho Commtttoo appointed to viow tho ground for fortification, mada 


etheir Report to this Convontion, which is ag follows, viz r 


Wo, whose numes ayo under wrilten, a Committes choson by thia 
Convention lo viow and fix upon somo propor pluves in Falmouth, for 
intrenching and rooting a forlificulion, or fortifications, for tho do. 
fonee, soourity, and government of said hurbour, bog lonve to roport, 
thot wo attended the service, and wo took upon ua the view, abd Gad 
tho ominonco on the Neck will command tho whole harbour, asd ares 
doubt on an eminonco on Brimhal’s Hill, whieh commands the couns 
try, and threo or four redoubt battorios olaowhore; rnd on the south 
sido of tha harbour, two battories, one on Spring-Point, the othor on 
Portland-Head, | All which ia humbly submitted, 

Jonarian sMivonunt, 

November 7, 1775, Sonoston Ldtwann, 


Votod, To accapt tho foregoing Ropoit, 


Whorous, tho Committeo from “this Convontion to view Falmouth 
Neck, and many of tho Militin eMeors in Uhia County, and na 
officers of other Countics, and a numbor of other gontlomon that waro, 
assembled at Falmouth, tho 4th duy of this instaut, November, for the» 
safoty and protection of this County : did choose Jatnee Sullivan, Baga} + - 

% 
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Ordered, Thnt Colonel Sayer procure the above Re- 
solve to be printed in the Watertown and Cambridge Pa- 
pers. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Captain Knowles be of 
* the Committee on the Resolve of the Continental Con- 
gress, in the room of Major Cross, 

Tha House then adjourned to Monday next, ten o'clock, 


A.M. 


‘ Monday, Deeombor 4, 1775. 


Eldad Taylor, Esq., brought down a Letter, informing 
that some deserters reported that a number of persons, who 
had been inoculated, were to be sent out of Boston by 
General Howe, with a design to spread the Small-Pox 
among the Troops ; which being read, 

Resolved, That Colonel Thayer, Deacon Raruson, and 
Mr, Pitts, with such as the honourable Board shall join, be 
a Committee to consider the same, and report as soon as 
may be what is proper to be done thereoh, 


a 
to bo Commander-in.ohiof of the Forcce at Falmouth, und four others 
as aasistunts, viz; Colonel Jonathan Mitchell, Coloucl Reuben Fagg, 
Dancon Benjumin Titcomb, and Major Peter Noyes, und, also, a num. 
Dor of other officora necessary. 

Voted, ‘That this Convention approve of said choica, 
Voted, To adjourn this mecting for half an hour, in ordor for dinnor, 


Mot on adjournmont. 

Voted, Jes omiah Powell, Esq., Solomon Lombard, Esq., and Colonol 
Jonathan Mitohell, ba uv Committes to form a yoto on a mattor that hath 
bean in dobate, 

Upon tho Ropoit of tho Committeo, Voted, “hat James Sullivan, 
Bay, Colonol Jonathan Mitcholl, Colonol Rouben Logg, Mujor Peter 
Noyes, ond Deacon Benjamin Titcomd, the Committea appointed by the 
ody of tho pooplo, ba dircelud and empowored hy thia Conyention to 
tako up all tools and implomonta necessary, and such teams and ai] othor 
things wanting, that thoy think propor for the carrying on tho intronuh. 
ing und orcoting battories for tho dufonao of Jalmouth-Neck and Oupe. 
Mieabeth, that is now undortukon ; alao, Lo compute what number of 
men will bo nocessary to curry on the said worls with afl tho oxpodi 
tidn pugsible, aver and uboyo what soldicrs ara in tho pay of tho Pro. 
vinoo, and tho kind assigtanco of tho othor Conntios; and for snid gen- 
tlaman to propoiuion them on tho soveral towns in this County; and 
that nn decounthe kept ofall Chat usatat cithar iu men or material, and 
othor things wanted and thought nacossary, that it may be brought in 
aga pubhok oxpongo, ag shall hereafter he thought best. 

Voted, ‘l'o rond a Petition lo tho Genoral Court, and another to Go. 
nora] Washington, setting forth tho distrossed stato of thia County, and 
humbly imploring thoir agaistanco; and that Solomon Lombard, Ws. 
quire, John Lowie, Esquire, and Nathaniel Jones, esquire, bo « Com. 
initteo Lo draw up said Potitions, and lay them bolore this Conyontion, 
the next morning. , 

Voted, To adjourn this Convention to cight of tho clock, te-morrow 
morning; tnd thon to moct at this glace. 


‘Mot upon adjournment, 

The Committgo made tholr Report, and prosentod their drafts of tho 
Patitions, which waro roud, aud un aceoptance thereof yotod by this 
Convontion, and ordered that the Chairman sigu thom in thoir behalf 

‘Upon a motion mundo, relating to sonding over sox aflor Powder : 

‘ated, ‘I'o put afl tho affair until the adjournment of this Convon. 
tion, humbly requesting of James Sullivan, Wsqnire, that ho would 
Inquire afor, and point out to us, at Cho adjournment, the most oxpo- 
diant wiy to procure tho aume. 

Voted, ‘That.it bo rocoinmended to tho Committces of tho soveral 
towna in this County upon tho soa-shoro, that thay procure all tho 
Bonls or Canoes suitable (o carry men to tho Islunds, or olsawhore, 28 
the emorgoncy of any caso may requiros aud that (hoy make their ro. 
port, at the next adjournmont of this Convention, ag to tho numbor 
thoy cin procure, 

oted, That tho Chairman of this Convention sign a Loltor, onclos. 
ing tho two Potitions, and directed to Samuel Freeman, squire, hum 
bly requesting of him te present ono (o Gonoral Washington, and tho 
ator to tho Gtonoval Court, and use his utmost ondoavows tint tho 
same may auicecod, and maka roturua to us ag soon us possible; and 
that Buock Merrill bo the borer of tho Lotter to Mr. Fy ceman. 

Voted, ‘That tho thanks of this Convention bo returned to the Com. 
mittoo of North-Yarmouth, for manifesting their concern for the wel- 
fro of this County, in its distrotgod ojraumstancos, go far ag to tako 
tho load, and infite the Committees of the soyeral towns in this County 
to moot, in ordor to consult and ret upon measnras for the safety ofit. 

Voted, That tho Commission Oilicars in oagh town be directed to 
kegp an Aeoount of tho Mon, Provisions, and Materials that they hive 
furnished, or shall horoafter furnish, for the works on Palmouth.Neck 
and Cape-Elizabeth, — * 

Voted, ‘That tha Officar of Officors sont from each town be direct. 
ed to give an agcount, overy night, to tho Genoral Officer, or Oficors, 
of tho Mon that haya luboured or sorved undor him, or them, for cach 
doy. 
Voted, To adjourn thie Conyontion to Thursday, the 23d day of 
thia instant November, at len of tho clook, A, ML, and then to moot at 
this placo; and in ouao thore should bo any omoigonoy that may re. 
quire thia Convonjion to be assembled bofore that timo, that tho Chair. 
man shall call pon tho Momborato moot, as oconsion muy toquira, 

A truo oxtract from tho Minutes; Isaac Panaows, Clerk. 


In Couneil, December 2, 1776: Read, and sont down, 

i‘ 5 .Penez Nonron, Deputy Secretary, 

In the House of Representatives, December 2,1775: Ronad,.and Or- 
dered, That tho above, with tho Papors accompanying, ba committed 
to the Committee on the Memorial from General Frye. 

Bont up for concurrence, J, Warnes, Speaker, 


MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMEER, 1773. 


1822 


Aftoinoon. 

Ebenezer Sayer, Esq., was chosen Clerk, pro dempore. 

Samuel Lolten, Esq., ought down 9 Resolve relative 
to the Small-Pox; which being icad, 

Resolved, That Deacon Rawson, Captain Vose, and Mr. 
Pitts, boa Committee to repair forthwith to Pulling-Point, 
and procure all intelligence in the matter in their powor, 
and report to this [louse what is necessary to be done, 

On a motion, Ordered, That the Town of Lincoln be 
excused from pioviding their proportion of Men, voted the 
Qd instant, 

And, thereupon, Ordered, That Major Brooks bring in 
a Resolve for that purpose, 

On a motion, Voted, That the Rev. Mr, Thatcher, of 
Malden, be appointed Chaplain to the House, and that 
Mr. Gooper wait upon bim, and inform him of the choice. 

A Petition from a Plantation in the County of Linco, 
called Gardinerstown, praying to be incorporated into a 
Township by the name of “ Eancoele.” 

Read, and committed to Colonel Thompson, Mr. Pettin- 
gal, aod Captain Gates, 

Ordered, That that pait of the Resolve relative to the 
dismission of several Sca-Coast Companies, which respects 
the Town of Ipswich, be erased. 


Major Brooks, agreeable to order, roported, 
and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Commanding-Officer of the County 
of Lincoln, be, and hereby is excused from assembling the 
Militia, and inlisting any men to join the American Army; 
the Resolyo of the Ist instant notwithstanding. 


A Petition of Hilliam Young, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence of the Town of JVorcester, re- 
specting George Henry Isher, a disaffected person, and 
John Holden, a, prisoner, praying for directions, Read, 
and committed to Mr. Jewel, Mv, Hilson, and Mr, Kings- 
bury. : ‘ 

The Committee to taka into consideration tha case of a, 
number of Prisoners in Ipswich Jail, reported. Road, and 
accepted; and - 

Resolved, That the Selectmen of Ipswich be, and here- 
by are required and empowered, as soon as may ba, to fur- 
nish each seven Soldiers mentioned in said Petition, with 
two Shits, one Blanket, and a Cap, that they may furnish 
oach of the nine Sailors in said jail, with one Coat, Jacket, 
and a pair of Breeches, wo Shirts, two paly of Stockings, 
one pair of Shoes, one Cap, and one Blanket; and, that, 
the said Selectmen provide light Sacks for the said sixteen" 
Prisoners, and Jay an account of their expensas before this 
Court for allowance and payment, , 

The House then adjourned to ton o’elock, to-morrow 
morning, 


Read, 


Tuosday, Docombor 5, 1778, 

Ona motion, Ordered, That. tho Town of Natick bo 
excused from furnishing the proportion of Men voted the 
Ist instant, and that Mr, Gardner be appointed to bring in 
a Resolve for that purpose, 

On a motion, Ordered, That one cord of Wood bo ta- 
ken off from the Town of Naticl, and apportioned on the 
Town of Dedham-Parish, called Springfield, and that Mr. 
Gardner be appointed to bring in a Resolve for that pur- 

ose. 
r Mr. Gardner, agreeable to order, reported a Resolve fir, ‘as 
gxeusing the Town of Natick from supplying the Amerqs + 
can Army with nine Men, also exausing said town from sup- 
plying ono cord of Wood, to be apportioned on the Town =. 
of Dedham. Read, and accepted. . 

Resolved, That the Commanding Officer of the Town 
of Natick be excused from calling togather tho Military 
Company in said Natick under his command, in order to + 
inlist nine soldiers to join the American Army at Cante, 
bridge, to serve until the 16th day of January next, tte Ye 
Resolve of the two Iouses of the Ist of December ingta ibe * 
notwithstanding. eelgens 

And, whereas, tha said Town of Natick were, direoted 
by the Assembly of this Province in their present session,” 
to supply the Army at Cambridge: with tirés “cords of 


. Fire-Wood per day, 


wo) oa Pep tae ae : 
Resolved, That the Town of Natick be held to supply: 
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with two cords of Fire-Wood per day only; and that the 
Town of Dedham be henceforth directed to supply tho 
Aimy at Canbridge with one cord of Fire-Wood per day, 
for the tine and on the condition that the Town of Nutich 
were originally ordered to do, in addition to three cords 
already ordered they should gupply to tho camp at Rox- 
bury. ; 

A Patition from tho Committee of Inspection for tho 
East Precinct of the Town of Pownalborough, that the 
Committee of Correspondence of snid town might be called 
to account for their conduct, and that Adiel TVood, and one 
Wilamson, might be removed from the town, Also, a 
Petition from a number of the Inhabitants praying for the 
same, 

Read, and committed to Mr, [Vood, Mr. Gardner, and 
Mr, Cushing, with such as the honourable Board shall 
join, to take the same into consideration, and report what 
is proper to be done. 

A. Petition from the Indians in Grafton praying for re- 
lief. 

Read, and committed to My. Crane, Doacon Baichel- 
der, My. Perry, Mr. Putnam, and Mr, airfield. 

A Petition from the Selectmen of the Town of Boxford, 
praying allowance for sixteen men in the service of the 
Colony at Cape-Ann, for fourteen days; also for ten mon 
for the same torm of time, 

Read, and committed to My, LJall, Captain Batchelder, 
and Mr. Pélsbury. 

Jabez Misher, squire, brought down fiom the honour- 
ablo Board the following Vote of Council, viz: 

Jn Council, December 6, 1775: On motion, Ordered, 
That Walter Spooner, Charles Chauncy, and Joseph Pal- 
mer’, Tisquives, with such ns the honourable House shall 
join, bo 1 Committeo to take into consideration tho ciroum- 
stanoes of the Sea-Ports of this Colony, and where it will 
bo necessary to keep lorces during tho winter senson, and 
to wait on his Excellency General Washington, and repre- 
sent to him the exposed situation of such place, or places, 
ag thoy may judyo tacessnry to bo guarded, and to requast 
his protection of them, and make report. 

ond, and concurred, and Mr. Sullivan, Colonel Orne, 
Colonel Lovell, and Captain Zodey, avo joined. 

* Samitel Bolten, Visq., brought down from the honowr- 
able Board, a draft of a Letter to the Continental Con- 
ress, relative to paying the Lyoops of this Colony by the 
ae month, with the following Vote of Council thereon, 
via: 

Jn Council, December 6, 1775: Ordered, That a fair 
draft of the above Letter be signed by, in the name, and by 
order of tho whole Court, and sent down to the Delogates 
of this Colony in American Congress, to be by them com- 
municated. Read, and concurred, 5 

And the President of the Council is directed to sign, and 
send forward the above Lettor, agrocable to tho vote of 
Council, 

Ordered, That Mr, Sullivan, Colonel Orne, and Col- 
onel Filliams, be a Committes to take under considera- 
tion (ho soveral Tavernkeopers’ accounts for billoting Col- 
onel Phinney’s Regiment to Lead-Quartors from Fudmouth. 

re . Aftornoon. 

‘On A motion, Ordered, That Mr. Cooper, Captain Bateh- 
elder, and Colonel Lovell, be a Committe to inquire into 
tho state of the Treasury, and report what sums are in the 
‘Treasury, ‘ . 

Gn a motion, Ordered, That Mr, Sullivan, Mv, T¥ood, 
Mr. Cushing, Mr. Gerry, a My. Cooper, with such as 
Wre honourable Board shall join, be a Committes to pre- 
aie; and bring in a bill to rogulate tho Militia of this Co- 
ony. : 

_ A Letter fiom Joseph Greenleaf, 
counts of 6x) 
Read, an 

My, Hobart. 


A Petition of Joseph Greenlenf, Esquire, reprosenting 
that e,togethor with Doctor Jonathan King, and Cup- 
tain Phineas Upham, had discovered the method of manu- 
facturing Copperas and Alum; also, Oils of Vitiol and 
Sulphur, Spirits and Balsam of Sulphui, dod praying for 


n Esquire, contoining ac- 
étiments in tefining Sulphur, : 
committed toMy, Pirts, Major Moody, and 


MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER, 1776. 


1824 


an exclusive privilege of manufacturing said articles for the 
torm of ten years. 

Read, and committed ta Mr. Low, Mr. Rawson, and 
Colonel Thompson. 

Onn motion, Ordered, That Dummer Jewet, Eisq., ap- 
ply to Doctor Calef, of Ipswich, and require of him such 
information relative to a new Ship Intely built by his direc- 
tion at the New-AMills, a3 he can confirm, whon called tipo, 
on oath, and that he be desired to furnish thom with a copy 
of all the papers relative to this matter, whieh he has_ro« 
ceived from the person or persons by whose order said Ves- 
sel was purchased or built. 

Ordered, That Elbridge Gerry, TVilliam Cooper, and 
TVilliam Story, Esquires, bo a Comittee to bring in a 
Bill for the further emission of Bills of publick Credit. 

The House then adjourned, to ten o’clock, to-morrow 
morning. 


Wodnoadny, Decombor 6, 1778, 


On a motion, Ordered, That My, Sullivan prepare and 
bring ina Resolve relative to Vessels bound to other Co- 
lonies, and make report. : 

On a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Lovell, Captain 
Brown of Abington, nnd Mr. Ingalls, be » Committee to 
consider Petitions and Accounts of men wounded on and 
after tho 19th Apri last. 


On a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Cuéé be 2 Com+ 
mitice to confor with the Quartermaster-General relative 
to the piico of Wood on Wénter- Lill, and tho road the 
carts shall go in, and to inquire whether the Troops at 
Maldon wd Chelsea ave a part of the Brigade on MWitters 
Hill. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mr, Cooper, Deacon Rats 
son, Mr. Pitts, Captain Mose, and Colonel Orne, be a 
Committeo to take into consideration the stato of the Pooy 
of Boston, Intaly came out, and also a Juctter from the Com 
mittee at Poine Shirley, and to raport to this House what is 
proper to be done. 

Tho Committee appointed to tako into consideration a 
Letter from tho Selectmen of the Town of Boaford, re 
parted, Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Reéciver-Genoral be, and heroby is 
directed to pay to Aaron Hood, Esq., thirty-nine Pounds 
seven Shillings, to be by him applied for the payment of one 
Sergeant and forty-five Privates for their service as soldiers 
at Gloucester, viz: the Sergeant one month, and the men 
half'a month each; and also for tho billeting, &e,, of said 
soliicts. 


Mr. Sullivan, agreeablo to order, reported a Resolve re 
lative to Vessels bound to athar Colonies. Read, and ae- 
coptod. 

Resolved, That it bo, and it horehy is recommended to 
tho Inhabitants of the United Colones, not to supply any 
person belonging to this Colony, with provision, of other 
merchandise, to be transported by water to any place what- 
ever, unloss such person shall produce a Certificate, signed 
hy the Secretary of this Colony, in form following : 

© Colony of the Massachusolte-Bay, Dooombor, A. D., 1775, 

“This ig to certify, that... . 4.6.4, master of 
see ee ee yowned by... 4s ee ey isa parson of 
integrity, and may be safely trusted with such provisions 
and merchandise as he may purchase, to transport in said 
vessel to this Colony, Seeretary.” 

And it is further Resolved, That the Secretary shall 
sign a number of such Certificates, leaving blanks for the 
name of the vessel, owner, and master, and shall deposite 
the same with saeh persons as shall be appointed by thig 
Court in the sea-port Counties to receive tho same, and 
oach of such persons so appointod, on application made to 
them therefor, and recommondation for the same being proe 
duced, signed by the Commitee of Correspondence, of 
Safety, and Selectmen of the town where {h® owner and. 
master of such vessel live, shall have powet to fill up Said 
blanks for, and deliver tho same to such persons as may be 
confided in, and shall engage to send vessels as aforesnid, 
for the purpose aforesaid, they having first given bond t 
the Treasurer of this Colony, in 9 sum ec a to the, vit 
of such vessel and cargo, conditioned for the. Jang ny 
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provision or other merchandise ‘(that may be shipped on 
board such vessol in said voyage) within some part of the 
United Colonies, without the 'Powns of Boston, Roxbury, 
Charlestown, and Nantucket; which bond shall be exe- 
cuted before, and Jodged with the person filling said corti- 
ficate. ie 

Michacl Farley, Esquire, brought down from the Board 
a Letter relative to the supply of the Island of Nantucket, 
with the following Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, December 6, 1775: Read, and Ordered, 
That John TVinthrop and Charles Chauncy, Esquires, with 
such as the honourable [House shall join, be a Committee 
to take the foregoing Letter and enclosed papers under con- 
sideration, and report. ‘ 

Read, and concurred, and Mr. Gerry, Captain Foster, 
and Mr, Sullivan, ave joined. 

Moses Gill, Esquire, brought down from the Board two 
Letters, from his Excellency General Washington, on tho 
critical situation of the Army, with the Vote of Council 
thereon, viz: a) 

In Council, December 6, 1775: Read, and Ordered, 
That Walter Spooner, John IPinthrop, and Joseph Pal- 
mer, Esq., with such as the fiosoarille House shall join, 
be a Committee to wait on his Excellency General Wash- 
ington, immediately, and confer with him on the subject- 
matter of the foregoing Letters, and devise some ways and 
means of easing the difliculties therein suguested, 

Read, and concurred, and Mr, Sud/ivan, Captain Batch- 
elder, Mr, Cushing, and Colonel Orne, ave joined. 

Adjourned to threo o'clock, P. M. 


Afternoon. 

A Letter from Joseph Greenleaf, Esquire, relative to the 
Post-Office and Doat-\tiders, conattad to Captain Brown, 
My. Kingsbury, and Mr, Jewet. : 

Tho Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Report of the Conmittee from Point-Shirley, &e., re- 
ported. Read, and accepted. . 
Whereas, a Committes has been appointed by this Court 
to provide for, and remove such of the Inhabitants of Bos- 
ton, as may be sent from thence to Point-Shirley, ov other 
places, as also to make use of every precaution necessary 
to prevent a communication of the Small-Rox to other 
parts of this Colony, which appears to be the intention of 
our enoinios. 

Resolved, That the said Committee be, and hereby are 
directed and empowered to impress (if it should be found 
nepenry) a sufficient number of Carriages for the removal 
of such of said inhabitants, and their effects, as shall have 
been _suiliciontly smoked and cleansed, to such towns as 
the Committee shall judge proper, giving them cottificates 
that they are of the poor of Bosfor, and quite free from 
infection; and it is recommended to the Committee that 
they retain at Point-Shirley such of said inhabitants as 
they shall apprehend may have been in the way of receiv- 
ing the Small-Pox, for such a space of time as may be no- 
cessary to detarmine whether they had the infection, taking 
caro that thay are supplied with such quantities of Provi~ 
sions, Wood, &c., as they judge will be sufficient to keep 
them from suffering, 

It is further recommended to said Committee to provide, 
if they sea occasion, suitable houses ag Hospitals for the 
reception of those persons who may be taken with the 
Smnall-Pox, gr shall appear to have the symptoms of the 
distemper, as, also, to engage a Physician or Physicians to 
attend the sick, if required, and to place sufficient guards 
at the infected houses to prevent a promiscuous passing or 
xepassing to and from said houses, 

On a mation, Ordered, That the Town of Bedford ho 
excused fiom furnishing their proportion of Men, and that 
Mr, Stickney ba appointed to bring in a Resolve for that 
purpose. 

On a motion, Ordered, That the Town of Marblehead 
have leave tg remove two pieces of Cannon at Concord, 
for their use, until the further order of this Court; and 
that Mr. Gerry be appointed to bring in a Resolve for that 
purpose. . 

* Colonel Lincoln brought down from the honourable 
‘Board the foliowing Vote of Caunoil, viz: . 
In Council, December 6, 1775; Ordered, That Walter 
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ooner, Charles Chauncy, and Joseph Palmer, Esquires, 
with such as the honourable House shall join, be a Com- 
mittee to wait on his Excellency General Washington, and 
represent to him the circumstances of the four Companies 
now doing duty at Braintree, Heymouth, and Llingham, 
as, when they were inlisted, and by whose order; from 
whom they haye received their orders from time to tine, 
nad in what service they have becn employed; that they 
were considered by this Colony, when raised, as part of 
the thirteen thousand six hundred men voted by us, and 
have always beon so considered; and cesire that his Ex- 
cellency would order them to be paid by the Continent, as 
they wero not inlisted, neither have they been employed, 
for the special purpose of defending the sea-coasts, as a 
number since have been, . 

Mr. Gerry, agreeable to oder, brought in the following 
Resolve, which was read and accepted, viz: 

Resolved, That the Town of Marblehead be, and it 
hereby is empowered to cause two pieces of Ordnance, 
twenly-four-pounders, now at Concord, which were da- 
maged, on the 19th of April last, by the Ministerial troops, 
and have since been repaired, to be removed to said town 
at their own expense, and there improved for their defence, 
until the further orders of this Court touching the same. 


The Committee appointed to consider what is proper to 
be done with the Records of the Committee on Accounts, 
reported. Read, and accepted, viz: 

Whoreas, by a Resolve of this Court, of the Sth of No- 
vember last past, it is provided that the Committee of tho 
Tlouse therefor appointed should keep, in a book, a vue 
record of all recounts which shall have ,been passed by 
them, with an alphabet thereto, and it now appears that 
the business will be conducted with greater despmich by 
the records being made after such accounts shall have beon 
concurred, and paid by a Committee of Council provided 
for that purpose : 

Therefore, Resolved, That the said Committee of tha 
House be, and they hereby are directed td send to the 
said Committee of tho honourable Board all Accounts 
which they shall have passed without recording the same; 
and the honourable Board are desired to direct their Com~- 
mittee to cause such Accounts, when concurred in and 
discharged, to be fairly recorded, agreeable to the method 
proposed by the Resolve afprosaid, and to employ a suit- 
able person for that purpose, 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resalva for ox« 
cusing the Town of Bedford from furnishing their propor. 
tion of mon, reported. The Report was read, and accent- 
ed, and is as follows, viz: 

Whereas, by a Resolve of this Court of the Ist instant, 
the Town of Bedford was ordered to furnish thirtoen Men 
to join the American Army on the 10th instant, and tho 
Communding-Oflicer of suid town was ordered to inlist 
that number of mon accordingly; and, whoreas, by another 
Resolyo of this Court, the same town was ordered to fur- 
nish the Army with four cords of Wood, daily; and it 
would be quite impracticable for said town to comply with 
both said Resolves: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Commanding-Oflicer of 
said Town of Bedford be, and he hereby is excused from 
assembling the Militia, and inlisting any men to joiu the 
American Army, the aforesaid Resolve, first mentioned, 
notwithstanding. : 

The Committee appointed to take into consideratian the 
Petition of Francis Brown, who was wounded in the bate 
of Lexington, on the 19th April last, reported. Read, 
and agcepted. 

The Louse then adjourned to nine o’clock, to-morrow 
morning. 


‘Thursday, Daoombor 7, 1775. . 


Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down from the honpure 
able Board the following Vote of Council, viz: ‘# 

Ii Council, December 1, 1775: Ordered, That Benjas, 
min Lincoln, Exq., with such as the honourable*Houso 
shall join, be a Committee to consider of, and report what, 
may be necessary to be cone relatixg to the expanse arising 
by the Prisoners taken by private adventuters, and make 
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Read, and concurred, nnd Captain Stone and Deacon 
Rawson are joined. “ 

An Account of Nathaniel Goldthwait for a gun and 
bayonet his son ZG lost in the battle of the 19th of April 
last. Read, and committed to the Committee appointed 
to consider of losses sustained in the battle of the 17th of 
June last. 

An Account of Mary Deland, for a gun, &c., lost by 
her late husband in the battle of the 19th of April last: 
committed to the Committee appointed to consider of 
Josses sustainéd in the battle of the 27th of June Jast. 

An Account of Meary Jacobs, father to Flenry Jacobs, 
Jun,, for gan, bayonet, clothing, &c., Jost in the battle of 
the 19th of April last: committed to the Committee ap- 
pointed to consider losses sustained the 17th of June last. 

An Account of Samuel Cook, father to Samuel Cook, 
Jun., for gun, bayonet, &e., lost in the battle of the 19th 
of April last; committed to the Cornmittec for considering 
losses sustained in tho battle of the 17th of Jtate last. 

An Account of Jonathan Tarbell, for time of his ser- 
vant, gun, &e., and clothing lost in the batile of the 19th 
of April last: committed to the Committee appointed to 
consider the losses sustained in the battle of the 17th of 
June last. 

An Account of Thomas Gardner, father to Thomas 
Gardner, Jun,, for a gun lost in the battle of the 19th of 
April last: committed to the Committees to consider the 
Losses sustained in the battle of the 17th of Jie last. 

Tho Petition of Joseph Greenleaf, praying for an exclu- 
sive right for himself, and othes, of manufacturing Cop- 
peras ,&c. Read, and committed to Colonel Orne, Mr, 
Cushing, and Captain Stearns, to be joined with such ns 

the honourabla Board shall appotut, to tnke the same into 
Consideration, and report thereon what is proper to be 
done, 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mv. Gerry, Mr, Sullivan, 
Captain Parker, Colonel Dwight, and Colonel Chompson, 
be a Committeo (o take into consideration the expediency 
of providing Military Stores for the Colony, and repott 
thereon what is proper to be done. 

Ona motion, Ordered, That Mr. Story, Major Moody, 
and Mr, Stiekney, be a Compittes to prepare and bring in 
a temporary Feo-Bill for the Admiralty Courts. 


The Committeo appointed to consider the Petition of 
William Young, Chairman of the Committeo of Corre- 
spondence of the Town of /Vorcester, rolative to George 
Henry Fisher, » disaffected person, and John Holden, a 
prisoner, reported. Read, and accepted, 

Resolved, ‘That tho Selectmen of the Town of /orees- 
ter be empowered to furnish George Henry Misher, a pri- 
sonar, sent by order of (A) this Court to Worcester, with 
clothes suitable to his necessitous circumstances, and that 
thoy lay an account of their expenses before this Court, 
for nllowance and payment. Iurthermore, that the Com- 
mittea of Correspondence, (B) who thought proper to com- 
wit John Efolden, a paper-maker by trade, to jail, for his 
insolent bebaviour towards them, (©) he directed to keep 
the said Zolden in jail until the further order of this 
Court, 


Aflornoon. 


The Committee appointed to consider a Letter from 
Mri. Greenleaf, relative to Post-Riders, reported, Read, 
and accepted. 

Resolved, That Benjamin Epes, Cadwallader Ford, 
Jun,, Isaac Colton, Joseph Howland, and Timothy Goods 
win, be, and hereby are, dismissed as Post-Riders, for the 
future, and the Colony be at no further charge for their 
riding. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Captain Batchelder and 
Major Currier be on the Committee Lo take into consider- 
ation the Resolve of the Continental Congress, in the reom 
of Major Cross and Colonel Bowers, who are absont, 

+ The Committee appointed to take into consideratjon a 
Letier from Mr, Greenleaf, velutive to Sulphur, reported 
verbally. Accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

That, as said Greenleaf is desirous of having an oxclu- 
siva right of manufacturing not only Copperas, but Sul 
hur, the Committee are of opinion that said Letter should 
be referred to the Committee of both Houses, appointed to 


MASSACIIUSETY'S HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER, 1775. 


1828 


iake into consideration the Petition for an exclusive right 
of mannfacturing Copperas. 

The [House then adjourned to nine o’clock, to-morrow 
morning. 


Fiiday, Docembor 8, 1775. 


Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down from the ho- 
nourable Board a 1eport of a Letter to his Excellency Ge- 
neral Mashington, relative to calling in the Militia, Read, 
and concurred... 

On a motion, Ordered, That Deacon Nichols, Major 
Johnson, Captain Parker, Mr. Hall, and Colonel Hil- 
Tiams, be a Committee to take into consideration the state 
of the Poor of Boston and Charlestown, now in the Pro- 
vince, and report what is proper to be done. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Petition of Joshua Davis, (who was appointed by this 
Court an officer in the Army, with the pay and rank of 
Licutenant-Colonel,) praying for an allowanco of part of 
his wages, reported. Rend, and necotod, 

Resolved, That thare be paid to Colonel Joshua Davis 
the sum of thiny-one Pounds four Shillings, it being the 
pay ofa Licutenant-Colonel in the servico of this Colony, 
from the first day of Alay up to the first day of August, 
which pay said Davis was allowed by a Resolve of this 
Court. 


Ona motion, Ordered, That a megsage be sent to the 
honourable Bonrd, to inform them that the House proposes 
to come to the choice of Delegates to attend the Continen« 
tal Congress, on TVednesday next, at three a’clock, 2. M., 
by joint ballot, if agveeable to the honourable Board. 

Ona motion, Ordered, ‘That Mr. Gerry, My, Cooper, 
and Mr. Story, be a Commiittea to tako into consideration 
the conduct of Mr, Rand, brothor of Dr. Rand, a suspect- 
ed person, and report what is proper to be done. 


A. Bill, intituled “An Act for making and emitting of 
Bills of Publick Credit,” having had threo soveral readings, 
passed to bo engrossed, by Colonol Dwight, Deacon 
Nichols, and Colonel Cute, 

Ordered, That Mr, Speaker be a Commnittes to walt 
on his Execllency General MVashington, and be informed 
whether his’ Excellency chooses to take into his caro the 
Ordnance Stores roceived from this Colony, and if it is 
agreeable to give receipts fdr the same, as vouchers for a 
charge to the Continent. 

Ordered, That Doctor Eletcher, Colonel Perry, and 
Colonel Phompson, be 2 Committe to inquire what num- 
ber of Cannon belonging to tho several towns and of what 
sizes, are now jn the Continental Army under tho care of 
General Washington, 

Samuel Folten, Esq, brought down from the honour« 
able Board a Resolye of tho Louse on the Petition of Wil 
tam Young, Chairman of the Committeo of Gorrespon- 
dence at Worcester, with the following Voto of Council 
thereon, viz + ae 

In Council, December 8, 1775: Read, and conaurred, 
with the amendment at A, Band C, vie: At A, dele 
“ this Court,” and insert “the major part of the Council ; 


‘dele from B to C, and insert, “of the said town, who 


have thought proper to recommit to Jail for some late insg- 
lont behaviour, one John Eolden, formerly a soldigt i 
the Ministerial army.” Rend and concurrech ‘ 


Samuel Holten, Wisq., brought down from the honour- 
able Board the following Resolve of Council, viz; 

Resolved, That the (A) Doputy Secretary be, and he 
hereby is directed forthwith to take copies of all such 
Vouchers as the Committee appointed by this Court to 
prepare the Accounts of charges and expenses incurred b 
this Colony in the defence of American liberty, may think 
neadful to transmit to-the honourable Continental Con- 
gress: And that he carefully compare such copies with the 
originals, and attest the same, in order to thelg voing lodged 
in tho Secretary’s Oflice, which copics, so attested, shall 
havo all the vulidity and effect the ‘originals (B) might or 
ought to have, 

Read, and concurred with the amendment at A and B, 
viz: At A dele * Deputy”; at B insert, “and the Seera- 
tary is director to consult with the said; Committee, and: be: 
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directed by them with regard to the mode of taking said 
copies.” 

Ordered, That Deacon Plympton, Captain Partridge, 
and Captain Parker, he a Committee to take into consid- 
eration, and report to the House the expediency of con- 
sidering Petitions of the non-Commissioned Officers and 
Privates, as well as Commissioned Oflicers, who were 
wounded in the engagement of the 19th of April, and 17th 
of dime last, and lost theiy anns and clothes, and what is 
to be taken as evidence in support of said Petitions. 


Afternoon, 

A Letter from the Committee at Point-Shirley, repre- 
senting the distressed situation of the Poor of Boston, 
arising from their effects bcing plundered by the Ministe- 
rial toaps on their passage. 

Read, and committed to Mr, Pitts and Deacon Raw- 
son, with such as the honourable Board may join. 

Whereas, John Pigeon, the late Commissary of the 
Forces raised by thjs Colony, keeps bis baoks at some 
distance from the Army, by reason whereof the Officers of 
the Army are prevented from settling their Rolls as ordered 
by this Court; 

Therefore, Resolved, That the said Pigeon be, and ho 
hereby is directed to furnish the Officers of said forces 
with such Accounts as said Pigeon is possessed of, neces- 
sary to the making up their Rolls at Cambridge, and that 
he be desired to attend there, to settle said Accounts, as 
long as his presence there may be necessary. 

Ona motion, Ordered, That Colonel MWilliams, Cap- 
‘tain Brown, aud Captain Adams, be a Committee to hear 
the Member from Lincoln and the Member from Wal- 
tham, relative to carrying Wood to Cambridge and Win- 
ter-Eill, and determine whore each of said towns shall 
carry their Wood. 

The Flouse then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. on 

Saturday, December 9, 1775, 

The Committee appointed to consider what is proper to 
be done relative to ono fand, a suspected person, reported, 
The Report was read, and accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

Whereas, by information given to this Court, thero is 

reat reason lo apprehend Ldward Rand, a pewterer, of 
Neibienpert, and byother of Doctor Rand, of Boston, 
has carried on a criminal correspondence with his brother, 
aforosaid, who is unfriendly to the cause of America: 

Therefore, Resolved, That Captain Epes forthwith re- 
pair to Mr. Minthrop Gray, at Malden, ov Point-Shirley, 
and inquire into tho facts aforesaid, in confidence; and, 
provided the said Gray shall confirm the same, that then 
tha said Captain Eyes forthwith repair to the Committee 
of Safety aud Correspondence of Newburyport, with this 
Resolve, who are hereby directed and empowered to causo 
snid Rand to be immediately put under a sufliciont guard, 
and his papers secured, until the further order of this Court, 


Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Cooper bring in a 
Resolve for agreeing with Mr. Revere, 

Upon a mation, Ordered, That Colonel Cutt, Mr. Lin- 
coin, and Mr. Bancroft, be a Committee to tale into con- 
sideration the cireurnstauces of the Prisoners in Morceater 
jail, in what method such Clothing as is necessary to mako 
-them comfortable shall be supplied, and report, 

Moses Gill, Esquire, brought down from the honourable 
Board a Report of the Committee on the Resolves of the 
Conilinental Congress, lately received. 


Ordercd, That the Clerk write to Mr. Freeman, and 
desire his attendancé as soon as may be, 

'* Mr, Covper reported concerning Plates for striking off 
a new emission of Bills, os follows, viz; 

Resolved, That Lenry Gardiner, Esquire, Receiver- 
Geaeral of this Colony, be, and hereby is directed to do- 
liver unto Mr, Paul Revere, Engraver, the two pairs of 
Copperplatespriow in the keeping of said Receiver-General, 
fromm which the last emission of Bills was struck off, ono 
pair of said Plates to be delivered upon the return of the 
other; and that Mr, Revere be digected to proceed, with 
all expedition, in the cutting or engraving a new set of 
Plates for the. striking off Bills of publick Credit, to the 
amount of seventy-five thousand Poynds, of the denomina- 
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tions specified in the Bill now pending for the emission of 
said sum, provided the same passes into an Act; and that 
ho be allowed for said service one penny and a half-penny, 
old tenour, for each Bill he shall strike off, he finding paper 
and every material that shall be necessary, and allowing a 
deduction to be made frotn the foregoing allowance of the 
sum of thirty shillings, lawfal money, for the advantage he 
will receive from the old Plates; and that Colonel Thamp- 
son he a Committee to take into keeping said Revere’s 
Press, until the Plates shall be 1eady for the striking off 
said Bills, or any part of them. 

The Committeo appointed to consider the expediency 
of providing Military Stores reported an Estimate and Re- 
solve, as follows, viz: 


Estimate of Military Stores necessary to be procured for 
this Colony, 


Ordnance, 4: 18-pounders, 
412 do at £20,- - £240 00 
4 9 do, 
8 6 doat£10,- - - - 80 00 
Field-Pieces, 4 4 do, 
10 3 do. a £8, - - 160 00 
6 2 do. 
40 pieces in all. 
Mortars, 1 10-inch, 
2 8 do ss = + 160 00 
Nowitzers, 2 8 do. 
Travelling-carriages for two 18-pounders, two 
12-pounders, two 9-pounders, four 6-pound- 

ers, twenty field-pieces, 80 pieces, at £24, 

with sponges, ladlos, harness, for men and 

horses, complete, -« - - - - = = = 720 00 
Ton garrison-cariages, at 210,- - - - = 100 00 
Three motar-hels, - - - - © = - = 72 00 
Two carringes for howitzers, - - ~ =~ ~- 48 00 
Four hundred round-shot for each piece of ord- 

nauce, from 24 to 6-pounders, inclusively, 

One hundred round-shot for each fil d-pieca, 

89 tons, at £15, - - = = + = + = 5856 00 
Two hundred shells, 10-inch, - - - - ~- 200.00 
Light hundred shells, 8-inch, at 15s, - - - 600 00 
Fifty vounds case-shot for each 18, 12, 9, and 

6-pounder. One hundred rounds for cach 

field-pieae, 16,000, at 26s, 84, - - - ~ 213 68 

One hundred thousand flints, at 40s, - - - 200 00 
Twenty tons of musket-ball, at £40, - - -~ 800 00 
Casting, - ~ = = = = = © © = = 120'00 
Two tons of buckshot, - - - - - « - 100 00 
re pended pee ay ~~» + » 175 OG 
vo hundred and fifty spades, 
Two hundred and fifty slavale bat Gr,- - 200 00 
Two hundred bill-hooks, ads, - - ~« - 40 00 
ive hundred axes, handled, at ‘%s., - - - 150 00 
Sixty crows, at 203, - - - - - - ~ - 60 00 
Tifty wheclbarrows,at 20s,- - - = ~ - 60 00 
One hundred reams of cautridge-paper, musket, 80 00 
Ten reams cannon ditto, -~ «= + 24 00 
Three thousand cight-quart iron pols, bailed, 

atds. 4d, - - © -« = ~ + = «© =» 650 00 
Three thousand wooden bowl8,at 9¢.,- - - 112100 
‘Two chests of carpenters’ tools, - - = - 100 00 
A gin and blocks, with eordage, ~« - ~ - 16 00 

Weights and Measures for the Commissary. 

Twenty sets of tin mensures, froma gallonto |, 

ahalfgill, - - - - + - -- + - 8100 
‘Twenty sets of weights, fom a fifty-six to a 

quarter-pound,- - - - - «+ = =~ 87 00 
Twenty pes of scales, £10 103.—one pair 

large ditto, £7, - - « - = = - = 17100 
To be procured as the Muskets shall be ob- 

tained 
5,000 cartridge-boxes and belts, - £8382 68 
5,000 belts and bayonets, ~ - - 75000 \ 
1,000 tents, (ifthe duck gan he pro- 4 

eufed,)- - «= + + =~ + = 800000 ‘ 
100 bell-tents, - - - - = - 16000 .« 


——— 4,788 . 6 8 

One ton gun-match, - - - - - + ~ +: 120 00 
_ £10,917 8 4 

And all the powder that car be procured, ry 
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Resolved, That the Commissary of this Colony be, and 
‘he hereby is directed forthwith to provide, with the utmost 
diligence, sundry Military Stoves, agreeable to the pre- 
ceding estiniate, amounting to the sum of ten thousand 
nine hundred and seventeen Pounds three Shillings aud 
four Pence; that he procure sucli only as are of good qua- 
lity, nd give the preference to the persons in this Govern- 
ment who will supply them at the most reasonable rates ; 
and that he give cestificates, from time to time, of the arti- 
cles received, and their amount, to the persons supplying 
the same, which certificates shall be considered by the 
Committees on Accounts as sufficient vouchers to the 
amount of said sum, exclusive of what the honourable 
Board shall deliver thereof to the Commissary to purchase 
such of the snid Stores as must necessarily be procured 
out of this Colony; and said Committees are directed to 
pass, and make payment of the same, accordingly ; and 
the honourable Board ave hereby empowered to order so 
much of the said ten thausand nino hundred and seventeen 
Pounds three Shillings and four Pence out of tho publick 
Treasury as the Commissary shall apply for and they 
shall find necessary, to procure what of the said atticles 
cannot be proeured in this Colony. 


Aftoi noon, 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the [Iouse a Letter from 
Samuel reeman, dated November 25, 1775, concerning 
goods that were stolen at the burning of Lalmouth, 

Read, and committed to Mr. Sullivan, Doctor Rice, 
and Colonel Sayer. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That three o’clock on Monday 
next, P, M., be assigned for the choico of n Committea to 
provide for orecting a Powder-Mill, and a Manufacturer of 
Gunpowder, 

A Petition of Ebenezer Beal, setting forth, that he ro- 
ccived a wound in assisting in the taking an armed Cutter 
in Machias-River, anc is thereby disabled from providing 
for bimsolf, and praying for support. 

Read, and committed to tho Committeo for receiving 
Petitions of wounded men. 

Colonel Whitcomb brought down n Report of the Com- 
mittee on the Letter of Governour Zrumbull, 

Whereas representation ns beon made to the Court, 
that supplies af provision more than are necessary for in- 
tornal consumption, and for such voyages as may bo pro- 
seeuted consistent with the Resolves of Congress and the 
General Assembly of this Colony, have been lately ship- 
ped from this and the neighbouring Colonies for the Islands 
of Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard. (B.) 

Resolved, That the Commitice of Correspondence for 
the Town of Halmouth, in the County of Barnstable, be, 
and they hereby are directed forthwith to return to this 
Court a true copy, upon onth, of all permits which they 
have granted to the inhabitants of Nantucket, or any other 
person, or persons, in their behalf, for obtaining provisions 
from the inhabitants of this and the neighbouring Colonias, 
fosupply said inhabitants of Nantucket. (C.) And tho 
Soloctmen of tho Town of Sherburne, on tho Island of 
Nantucket, as also of cach town on Martha's Vineyard, 
are diveoted forthwith to make strict inquiry into the im- 
chairs of provisions into tho respective towns, since the 

Bth of Sepéember last ; and of all provisions naw into said 
towns; and to make returns thereof on oath to this Court 
as soon as may be: And the inhabitants of this Colony, 
and of the other United Colonies, are desired to withhold 
further supplies of provisions (D) from said Island, untjl 
the further recommendation of this Court; and the Prin- 
ters of the Colonies aforesnid are respectively desired to 
gauso this Resolve to be inserted in their newspapers. 

Rand, and concurred with amendments at B, C, and 
D, viz: At B insert, “and that the inhabitants of the 
said Island of Nantucket have abused the indulgence of 
the Court by snpplying our enemies with such provisions 
&c., ag were admitted to bo transported to them for theit 
internal consumption only.” At C insert, “and tq, sus- 
pend granting any permits in future to tho said inhabitants, 
or any person on thei behalf, until the further order of 
this Court, At D insert, “ fuel or other necessaries.” 

Ordered, That Mr. Story paras the above Resolye 
to be printed in the several publick Papers of this Colony, 
wid atopy thereof conveyed to the Selectmen of Sher- 
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burne, in Nantucket, and of tho several towns in Martha's 
Vineyard, and tho Committee of Corraspondence in Jat 
mouth, 

Mr. Gerry communicated an oxtract of a Letter ftom one 
of the Delegates of this Colony at the Continental Con- 
gress, inquiring what number of men in tho Colony would 
engage as Marines; what vessels may be hied upon Go- 
vernment service, at what places others may be built, &. 

Read, and Ordered, hat Mr. Sponker, Mv. Gerry, 
and Colonel Orne, consider an answer to said Letter, 
and report. 

Tho House then adjourned to Monday next, throe 
o'clock, P. M. 


~ 


Monday, Docombor 11, 1775, 
Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Watson go with a 
Message to the honourable Board, aud inquire whether 
they have passed on a Resolve of this House providing 
for the disposal of cortuin parts of the Justates of such en- 
emies to their country as have fled therefrom. 


Moses Gill, Msquiro, came down from the honourable 
Board, and said the Resolve is now under consideration, 

Ordered, That Mr. Cooper, My, Pitts, and Colonel 
Lovell, with such as the honourable Board shall join, be a 

Jommittee to take into consideration a Letter from Thomas 
Crafts, Junior, informing that the Small-Pox has broke 
out in two families that are brought out of Boston, and that 
they aro in great need of fire-wood, 

Moses Gill, isq., brought down from the honourable 
Board the Resolve on the Letter from Governour Zrum- 
bull, ov the conduct of tha people at Nantucket, 

In Council, December 11, 1775: Read, and concurred, 
with the foregoing amendments, with tho addition at J, in 
the first amendment, viz: at 1, add, “there is great reason 
to suspect.” 

Read, and concurred in the amendments proposed, 

Tho Committeo on tho Potition of Lbenezer Beal ro~ 
ported. Read, and accepted, 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the Colony Tren- 
sury unto Ebenezer Beal, of Machias, the sum of sixteen 
Pounds, in full for his loss of time, six months, and his 
boarding. , 

Upon amotion, Ordered, That a Resolve of this [fouse, 
of the 7th of this instant, for dismissing certain Post-Riders, 
bo reconsidered, and that tho Repott be recommitted, 

Edad Taylor, Esq. brought down from the honourable 
Board a Letter from the honourable the Prosident of the 
Continental Congress, enclosing certain Resolves, 

Road, and Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Mr, Pitts, and 
Colonel Orne, with such as the honourable Bonrd shall 
join, bo a Committee to take into consideration the Resolves 
enclosed, and report, 

A Petition of Nehemiah Iinds, setting forth, that he 
has acted as Chief Surgeon ftom April 19th to July 20th, 
following, and praying pay accordingly. ; 

Read, and committed to Doctor detcher, Colonel Mit. 
chell, and Mv. Hobart, 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Story go to the 
honourable Board and desire they would direct the Com- 
mittee on the Militia Bill to sct as soon as may be, 

John Taylor, Esq., brought dawn from the honourable 
Board a Report of the Committee on the -Patition of a 
number of Inhabitants of the Town of Pownalborough. 

Read, and Ordercd, That the consideration of the above 
be taken up at ten o’clock, to-morraw morning. 

The Committee on an Extract of a "Letter froma Mem. 
ber of this Colony at the Continental Congiess, reported, 
Read and accepted. 

In tho Tlouge of Roprosontatives, Decembor 11, 1775, 

Resolved, That it be, and it hereby is strougly recom 
mended to the Committees of Correspondence and Safety 
of the Town of... , and in cnsa ofa doficiency of 
both said Committees, to the Selectmen of said town, that 
they cause to be made to this Codrt a true return of the 
number of men in said town who are desirous of inlisting, 
and fit for Marines, or Seamen, on board of armed vassels, 
either in the pay of the Continont or of this Colony, or 
of private adventurers, who shall Gx out said vessels; alsa 


1383 


the names of such persons as are desirous of entering the 
service aforesaid, and are qualified for commanders or other 
officers: Likewise tho ships, brigantines, schooners or 
sleaps in said tawn, suitable for armed vessels, which are to 
be sold or hired out; to whom they respectively belong; 
what their tonnage ; the depth of water they draw ; their 
breadth; their decks; and what their age, And that said 
return be made, agreeable to the schedule herewith sent 
them, and without delay lodged in the Secretary's Office. 

Resolved, That the foregoing Resolve be printed and 
sent to the several maritime Towns in this Colony, with a 
specinl direction to each of the said Towns, by filling up 
the blank in the same, with the name of each Town to 
which it shall be sent. 

Resolved, That Colone] Thompson, be a Committee to 
cause the foregoing Resolve, and the Schedule annexed, to 
be printed and sent to the Towns mentioned therein, 

A Return from the Town of... . of persons qualified for OMiceis 
and Seamen who nro dusirous of inlisting on board of Armed Vossols 
in tho sorvice of the United Colonies, or of this Colony, or private 
adventurers; ulso, offthe dimensions of Vessela fit for tho purpose 
aforosaid, to bo sold or hired out in seid Town; the owneis' names; 


ago of tho Vessola, &c., agreeable to tho within Resolution of the 
Genoral Courts, 
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The House then adjouned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning, 








‘: Tuorday, Decomber 12, 1775. 

A Petition of Jirch Willis, Clork of the Commiuce of 
Correspondence of the Town of Dartmouth, setting forth 
the importance of that harbour and its defenceless state, 
and praying the attention of this House thereto. 

Read, and Ordered, That Colonel Orne and Captain 
Foster, with such as the honourable Board shall join, be a 
Committee to consider the same, and report. 

Samuel Hollen, Esquire, brought down from the honour- 
able Board « Report of the Comunittee on tho Letter from 
Thomas Crafis, Jun. 

In Council, December 12,1775; Resolved, That the 
Committee of said Point-Shirley be, and they are hereby di- 
rected to make use of any old, decayed stores, barns, or fish- 
houses, as fuel for tho relief of the sick and diswessed, and, 
if necessary, to take down any publicl building there for 
the purpose aforesaid, said Committee to render an account 
of their proceedings to the Court; and they are futher di- 
rected to use thelr utmost endeavours to prevent the spread- 
ing of the small-pox, and make proper representations of 
the state of such persons ag are put under their care to this 
Court, whenever they find there is occasion thereof, (A.) 

Read, and concurred, with the amendinent at A, viz: 
AtA insert, “and that Captain Foster and Captain Seart 
be a Committee to repair immediately to Point-Shirley, 
and cause such buildings as may be thought necessary to 
be mken down for fuel, to be apprized, and take any mea- 
sures, and give directions that sball appear to them neces- 
sary, to aid the Committce now there in procuring wood, 
and in preventing the spreading of the small-pox,” 

The Report of the Committee on the Resolves of the 
Continental Congress; brought down from the honourable 
Board on the 9th instant. Read, and ordered to be recom- 
mitted. 
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Whereas, by a Resolve passed by this Court on tho Gtlr 
of December instant, it is 

Ordered, That certain persons for ench County in this 
Colony should be appoimed by the whale Court, to distri- 
bute the Certificates therein mentioned, to bo signed by the 
Seerelary for the purposes mentioned in said Resolve, under 
such regulations as are in said Resolve provided. 

And, whereas, there would be too much expense of time 
in appointing such Committees by the whole Court: 

It is, therefore, Resolved, ‘That the Council of this Co- 
lony shall be empowered fiom time to time, when neces- 
sary, 10 appoint in each County where the same shall be 
needed, such person, and two in the County of Linceln, to 
fill up and deliver out said Certificates according to the di- 
rection of the Resolve aforesaid. 

Jabez Fisher, Esquite, brought down fiom the honour- 
able Board a copy of a Letter ftom John Hancock and 
Thomas Cushing, Esquires, at Philadelphia, dated No- 
vember 29, 1775. 

Read, and upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Story go 
with a message to the honourable Board, and desired that, 
if they have received other Letters from gentlemen at the 
Continental Congress, on tha subject of the Letter just 
communicated, that they would favour this House with a 
view of them. 

Who retuined that he had delivered the message. 

Jedediah Foster, Esquire, came down from the bonour= 
able Board, and said that other Letters fiom gentlemen 
at the Continental Congress were then under the conside- 
ration of the Board, which they had determined to com- 
municate previous to their ieeci ving the last message. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That the Report of the Con 
mittee on the Petition of a number of Inhabitants of the 
Town of Pownalborough, brought down yesterday , be con- 
sidered at four o’¢lock this afternoon. 


Aftarnoon. 
Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Story, Colonel 
Mitchell, and Mr. Pitts, be a Committes to consider 
whether any futher mensures can be taken more offectu- 
ally to prevent the spreading of the Small-Pox. 
John Whetcomd, Esq. brought down from the honour. 
able Board, a number of Letters from the Delegates of this 


" Colony at the Continental Congress, 


Resolved, That Mr. Putnam, Captain Parker, and Mr. 
Singletary be, and they heeby are appointed a Committee 
to purehase so much Land, and such a part of the Steam 
of Water in the ‘own of Sutton, as may be fully suficiant 
for the erecting « Mill in the said Town of Suiton, for the 
manufacturing (A) Powder. 

And it is further Resolved, That the Committee afore- 
said are hereby authorized and empowered to purchase the 
romains of a Powder-Mill in the Town of Stoughton, with 
so much of the Land and Stream adjoining the same, as 
may be sufficient to prepare said Mill for the manufacturing 
(A) Powder, And the said Committee are hereby em- 
powered to employ such skilfil persons for the erecting and 
preparing said Mills for the manufacturing (A) Powder, and 
also, to provide such skilful persons as manufacturers, as 
may be suflicient for that purpose, and to lay the bills of 
the expenses thereof before this Court; and that the said 
Committee contract for a sum not exceeding six hundred 
Pounds, 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down from the honourable 
Board the Report on the Resolves of the Continental Con- 
gress, ' . 

In Councél, December 12, 1775: Read, and concurred, 
aud recommitted, and Ordered, ‘That James Prescott, Esq.,, 
be of the said Gommittec, in the room of John Winthrop, 
Esq., who is absent. Rend, and concurred, 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That the Committee for pro+’ 
curing Sulphur give publick notice, requesting all who are 
possessed of any quantity of that article to make sale ofits 
to them; and, all who shall know of any pareal, that thdy 
give information thercof as soon asmay be, =” * 

Ordered, That the consideration of the Petition fromi 
a numberof the Inhabitants of Pownaléorough, be referred: 


Mr. Sullivan, by order of the House, brought in the fol- till ten o’clock, to-morrow morning, 


lowing Resolye, 


Joseph Palmer, Esq,, brovglit dows from the honourable 
* 
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Board the Report on the Patition of the Selectmen of 
Needham. 

In Council, December 12, 1775: Read, and concurred, 
ag taken into a new dralt. 

The Louse then adjourned to ton o’clock, to-morrow 
morning. 


Wodnesday, Docombor 13, 1775. 

Mr, Jewett having informed the [louse that he had 
applied to Doctor Clef, agreeable to order, for information 
relative toa Ship lately built at the New-AMills, in Danvers, 
and that Doctor Calef is now in waiting with the Papers 
relative to said Ship. 

It was moved, and Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Mr. 
Hopkins, and Colonel Cushing, be a Committee to receive 
of Woctor Culef such Papers as he may haye in possession 
that respect said Ship. 

Jabez Fisher, sq., brought down from the honourable 
Board a certificate fiom J. Lowell, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Salety of Newburyport, certifying, that in conso- 
quence of a Resolve of the General Cout, the said Com- 
mittee have examined the papors of Ldward Rand, and 
find none that bave relation to his political conduct, and 
that at the desire of Mr. Rand, ho is sent to [atertown, 
and submitted to the direction of the Court. 

In Council, December 18, 1775: Read, and Ordered, 
That Samuel Holton, Msq., with such as the honourable 
House shall join, be a Committee to examine into the 
character and conduct of the said déward Rand, touching 
the charga alleged against him, and make Report. 

Read, and concurred, and Mr, Caddwell and Mr, Lop- 
kins avo joined. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Daniel Sigourncy bo 
added to the Comnnitieo for taking caro of the Inhabitants 
of Boston that may be conveyed out of that Towa, 

Upon a motion, Ordered, ‘That Mr. Story go with a 
message to tho honourable Board, informing them that the 
Louse proposo to put off tho choice of Deloxates fron this 
Colony at the Continental Congress, to Lviday noxt, at ten 
o'clock, forenoon. 

Who reported that ho had delivered the massage. 

Tho Report of tho Committee on tha Petition of the 
Committee of Inspection for the Mast part of tho Town 
of Pownallorough Inhabitants of that town, read again, 
anc 

Ordered, That tho further consideration of tho Report 
bo referred till the afternoon. 


Mr. Devans, from the Committes for procuring Wood 
and Tay for tho oad aequainted the Houso that the 
Quartermaster-General has lately informed them, that the 
supply of those articles is very inadequate, 

Ordered, Uhut the consideration of this intelligence bo 
tnken up at threo o’clock, in the afiernoon, 

* Me, Story brought in the following Resolve, which was 
read, and accepted : 

Resolved, “hat the Inhabitants of the Towns of Chelsea, 
Malden, and Lynn, be desired to furnish the Committee of 
this Court at Chelsea, with a sufticient quantity of Vire- 
Wood on the present occasion; and the Committce of 
Correspondence and the Selectinen of cach of said towns 
are dusired to afford all necessary assistance to the Com- 
mittee of this Court in furnishing them with that article. 


Aflornoon, 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That the Committee for ex-e 
amining Accounts of Innhalders, and others, who afforded 

pport ta Colonel PAinney’s Regiment on their march 

oKalmouth to tho Army, be directed to examine tho 
Accauntsof all Innholders, and others, to the eastward of 
Cambridge, who altorded refreshment to Soldiers and Pri- 
soners to and fiom Head-Quarters. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan bring ina Resolve further 
empowering the Commitee for supplying tho Army with 
Wood and Hay,.to progure the article of Hay. ° 

A Petition of Catharine Goldthwait, sotting forth : “That 
the Committee of Correspondence af Mariborouzh have 
entered on the estate of Henry Barns, Esq. late of said 
town, whareon she, the said Catharine, a niece and adopted 
helk-of the said Henry, and who has resided with bim for 
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about sovonteen years, was left with part of his family in 
possession ; that said Committeo have sold part of the ef- 
fects, aud propose to dispossess your petitioner and the rest: 
of the family,” and praying the interposition of this Court. 
Read, and committed to Mr. dice, Colonel Porter, and 
Colonel Mitchell. 

Jabez Fisher, Esq., came down from tho honourable 
Board, and said that the Board concurred with the House 
in further referring the appointment of the Delegntes from 
this Colony to the Continental Congress, 

Ordered, That the Report on the Petition of the Com- 
mittee of Inspection of Pewnalborough be considered to- 
morrow morning, at ten o'clock, in tho forenoon, 

Samuel Holten, Vsq., brought dawn from the honour- 
able Board the Report of the Committee on the Resolves 
of tho Continental Congress. 

Jn Council, December 13, 1775; Read, as reported anow 
by the Committee, and sent down. 

In tho Resolve, as reported anew, thoro is added at A, 
in the Resolution of tho 9th of this inste@ut, “Lhe Commit- 
tco of Inspection, Correspondence, or Safety.” 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That the Conmittee for heav- 
ing the Members from Lincoln and Maltham, respecting the 
Inhabitants of those towns carrying Wood to Cambridge 
and JVinter- Till, bo directed to sit forthwith. 

Samuel Holten, Wsy,, brought down from tho honourable 
Board a Resolve of this House of November 9th, providing 
for the due management of certain parts of the Hstutes of 
Refugees. 

In Council, December 18, (T7T5: Read, and concurred, 
with the amendments at A, B, and C, vine at A, insert, 
“have left no person to occupy the sume, and’; at B, 
insert, “on oath”; at C, insert, Vhat justice may hero- 
after be doug to the publick, as, also, to those individuals, 
when due inquiry can be made into thelr conduct.” 


Upon a motion, Ordered, That a messago go to the 
honourable Board, requesting them to direct the Commit 
tee for bringing ina Militin Bill, to sit immediately. 

Moses Gill, Uisq.. brought down from the honourable 
Board tho Resolya empowering a Committes to procure 
Powder-Mills to be crected and repaired. Passed in Coun- 
cil, vias 

In Council, December 13, 1775: Read, and conewred, 
with the amendment at A, vig: at A, insart * gun.” 

Read, and concurred, and Captain Crane and Captain 
Vose are added to the Committee mentioned in snid Ro- 
solve, 

Tho Touse then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 


Thursday, Dooombar 1, 1775, 

John Wheicomd, sq, brought down the Report of a 
Committee appointed to prepare and bring tn a Lil] for ruis- 
ing and regulating a Militia in this Colony, contuining the 
heads of such a Bill. 

John Taylor, Vsq., brought down tho Potition of FFil- 
liam Ifayie, volative to certain Arms taken from a Sergeant 
in the service of the enemy, at the batile of Lewlngton, 
with the following Vote of Council thereon, via: ; 

In Council, December 14, 1775: Ordered, That the 
Petitioner notify the within-named Joseph Mayward, by 
serving him with an attested copy of this Petition aa OF 
der, that he may have opportunity*to show Sauso, if why 
he hath, on the 21st day of this instant December, why the 
prayer of this Petition should not be granted, 

Ordered, That Colonel Mitchell, Me. Hood, Mv. Whit- 
ney, My. Jewett, Deacon Rawson, Captain Diz, and Major 
Fuller, be « Committec to proportion one hundred and fitty 
tons of rglish, and fifty tons of salt Hay, (to be provided 
foy the Army,) among a number of towns in this Colony, 

Ordered, That the Commissary~Genoral of this Colony 
bo directed (o receive a number of Fire-Ayms, manufie- 
tured by Mr, Bashmar, and allow him threa Pounds ench, 
for the sane, . 

Ordered, That Major Ely be on the Committeo ap- 
pointed to hear the Members from Lincoln and Haltham, 
relative to those towns carrying Wood to Cambridge and 
Winter-Hill, in the room of Colonel Williams, absent. * - 
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Resolved, That at four o'clock, in the afternoon, this 
House will resolve itself into a Committee of the whole 
House, for the consideration of the Heads of a Militia Bull. 


The Report of the Committee appointed to consider 
several Resolves of the Continental Congress, read, and 
recommitted, 


Afternoon, 


A Letter from his Excelleney General Washington, en- 
closing a Letter from Colonel Otis and Colonel Jreeman, 
relative to Shubael Lovell, a ‘Tory, taken prisoner by Col- 
onel Otis, Read, and sent up.* 

A Petition of the Committee of Correspondence of 
Pownalborough, relative to the conduct of Captain Zimo- 
thy Langdon, and praying the Court to explain the Re- 
solve of Congress relative to stationing soldiers on the 
sen-coast. Read, and committed to Colonel Cushing, 
Captain Gates, and Colonel Cudt, Captain Langdon and 
Captain Reed, the bearer of the Petition, to be heard by 
the Committee on the subject thereof, 


The Committee Appointed to take under consideration 
the state of the Prisoners in Worcester Jail, reported. 
Read, and accepted. 


Resolved, That the Selectmen of the Town of Worcester 
he, and they ae hereby directed and empowered carefully 
to examine the said Prisoners, in said Jail, and supply 
them with clothing and fucl, so far as they shall think is 
absolutely necessary to make them comfortable, and no 
further, mad lay their account before this Court for exami- 
nation and allowance, 


John Taylor, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committeo of both Louses, appointed to inquire into the 
character and conduet of Hdward Rand, viz: Uhat there 
is no evidence sufficient to support the charge alleged 
against said Rand, and that, in general, his character 
stands fair, and that he be discharged without any farther 
inquiry. Samucn Hovren, per order. 

In Council, Decomber 14, 1775: Read, and accopted, 


¥* Casmaiwan, December 14, 1775.—Sin: I rocoivad the onclosad let 
tora, and rofor thom, with the prisoner, to the consideration of tho 
honourablo ILouso, at which you proside. 

Tam, sir, your moet obediont, humble servant, 

By hig Excolloncy's command : Srnpiunn Moran, P, 7. 8, 


To the [onourablo James Warren, Exq., Spoakor of ¢ho honourablo 
, House of Reprosentativos, Massachusetts. Bay. 


In rie House or Rurncaencariyes, December 14, 1775: Rend, with 
tho Lottors eccompanying, aud sont up, J, Wannen, Speaker, 


In Counom, December 18, 1778: Rond, and, on examination of the 
said Shubaal Lovell by the major part of tho Council, Ordered, That 
tho said Skubael Lovell bo sont to the Jail in Plymouth, and thore hold 
in close confinomont, until he give bond, with good surutvos, for tho 
liberty of tho yard, and bo supported thoro at his own oxpenga, until 
tho furthor ordor of the major part of tho Gouneil, and thut a mittimus 
go to the Koopar of tho said Juil accordingly. 

Yruv Monron, Deputy Secretary. 


Bannatanre, December 12, 1775,—May rv riease your Excetsane 
ov: Cho onolosad lettor was sent mo by the Govornour of Rhode.Ls. 
land, on tho reccipt of which, with the advico of tho Molt Ofticos of 
this yegimont, £ took up the writor, and, with tho udvice of Colonel 
Otis, uve sont Uo man to your Mxeelloncy, by Lioutonant Lothrop. 
Tho two men montioned in the lotter, wo talked with, but have dis- 
rlssed thom till furthor ordors, as thore was no proof against thom but 
their being montioned in tho lottor sont Captain Ayscough. 

As to Mr, Lovells character nnd giturtion, he ia ono that wa havo 
always looked upon aa a ‘Tory, and something buay in the Opposition. 
Tie has a largo family of small childron that want his assistance, I 
pity the man’s folly, As I shall bo at [oad-Quarlors thie week, with 
tho Militia ordered from this regiment, shall do myself the honour to 
wait on you furthor about the matter, Should be glad Lieut, Lothrop 
might huvo tha caro of him till I goo your Exeelluncy. 1 am your Ex. 
eellenoy'a inost obedient, humblo servant, Josern Ors, 


To Ilis Excolloncy Gonoral Washington, por Liout, Lothrop, 


Banpwrou, December 12, 1775.—May rv picasc your Excrnirnoy; 
Colonel Ofis, the younger, the author of the lattar to your Excollenoy 
onologed herosyith, sont tho samo open lo mo, as wo wero togothor in 
ordoting Mr, Lovell approhandod and sent a prisonar to your Excolien- 
oy, Upon reading it, I thought it would not bo improper to add, that 
tho two Lovells mentioned in this dolinquont's lotter, owned that the: 
told Ghubdet Lovell, tha prisoner, they wishad he had istumied thofr 
names to the King's officors as fitonds to Govornment, and ag having 
rofugod to tale up arma, &e, 

This Shubuel, Shough ho apponra an ignorant follow, huth considera. 
bla influenca attong the Barnstahle Tories, lath practised consting to 
Nantucket tho summor past, and I have no doubt hath communicnied 
ovory thing of into!ligonec to the navy, if nol frequontly supplied thom 
with provisions, Doctor @elston, to whom he alludes in his lotter, we 
have taken a numbor of depositions of héa having supplied thom consi. 
dorably from Nantucket, Elo sweais ho will do it in defiance of the 
pooplo, and throatons,communicating tho small-pox to any ono who 
resista him, J wish he was tnken, but cannot get any ono, aa yet, to 
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and Ordered, That the said Rand be discharged without 
further inquiry. Read, and concurred. 


The House, according to the Order of the Day, resolved 
itself into a Committee of the whole House, to consider the 
Heads of a Militia Bill; and, having appointed the Ton. 
William Cooper, Esq., Chairman, the Speaker left the 
chair. a 

The Speaker reassumed the chair, and the Commiitee, 
by their Chairman, reported, that the said heads of the Mili- 
tia Bill, as amended, be accepted, They were, accordingly, 
read, and accepted, and the Committee of both [Jouses, 
who brought in the same, were directed to bring in a Bill 
agreeable thereto, 


Then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten 
o’clock, 


Friday, Decombor 15, 1775. 
A Petition of Thomas Russell, praying that the Court 
would permit him to send a schooner to the foreign /Pesé- 
Indies, in ballast, &e. Rend, and thereon Ordered, That 
Mr. Speaker, Mr. Hopkins, and Colonel Sawyer, with 
such as the honourable Beard shall join, be a Committee 
to consider the matter at large, and report, 


A Petition of Lemuel Milliams, of Dartmouth, praying 
that he may have liberty to export a certain cargo for the 
purpose of procuring arms, ammunition, &c., Read, and? 
ordered to hie. : 

Ordered, That a message go (o the honourable Board 
to inform them that this House is now ready to proceed, by 
joint ballot with the Board, to the choico of five gentle- 
men to represent this Colony at the Continental Congress, 
agreeable to the Order of the Day, 


Joseph Palmer, Msquive, came down and informed the 
Tlouse, thet the Board me now rendy to join with the 
House in the choice of five gentlemen to represent this 
Colony at the Continental Congress : 

Whereupon, Mr, Elopkins, Colonel Cushing, and Cap- 


join mo in sonding on for him. T hopo your Mxcolloney will tako caro 
that ho is taken. ‘Tho depositions concorning him aro now in tho 
hands of Joseph Nye, Bsq., at tho Gonerul Court. T shall bo furnished 
with moro, and bo al Hoad.Quartors with Colono! Otis, this wool, by 
Thursday, when shall tuko the hbaty to wait on you Excolloncy, In 
tho mean time, I nm, with tho grontest sincorily, your Exeellency's 
ohodiont, humblo servant, N. Fasesan, 


‘To Lia Exeollonoy George Washington, Kaq,, Captain-General, and 
Commandor of tho Continental Army at Cambridge, por Lioutcnant 
Lothrop. = _ 
Nanruorer, November 16, 1775,—Carrain Ayscovew. Sint Aftor 

my humblo respvots to you, Tam vory sorry of tho misforlime you mat 

with, aa T waa informod, by tho master of your tondor, that you had yory 
much hint ona of your ayes, which I took this opportunity to let your 
know that Iam still a good friend to Goyornment, and to Ist you know, 
by writing, (hat E novor havo boon actor in any things ngninat Goyort. 
ment, and have never tron up any carnal wonpone agninst tho King’s 
troops, but have suflored so ax to have my yun talon from me, beeauga 

I havo bora my testimony againgt the moasuros that tho America 

havo taken to got their liberties, as they any thoy do; and, as I will not. 

tako up arms against tho King’s troops, and to rightly boar tho title of 

a Robol against my King, L havo boon Uhreatoned of boing shot by those * 

that is greatly against Govornmont, yot I never intond to Laica up arma 

(throngh Divino assistance, although J may logo my tifo,) against ory 

King, knowing ho has undoubted right to bo a torror to ovil.doors, and 

T hope ho wit] bo a pres to thom that do right. a 
Cuptuin Ayscough, [shall take tt a great fryour, and should bo lnm 

bly obliged to you, if you would inform tho Govornour and Admiral of 

mo, as itis not a thing impossible for imo (by land) to got o loltor to 

Boston, or to como mysolf, Lo let thom know my mind, without rigkin 

my life, and wifo and children's lives, and to loso all my estate; and, 

ng you tool mo and my schoonor, ahout two or threo months ago, as I 

war going into Nantucket, and did use mo with great civility, nnd I 

did then Ict you Isnow my mind about tho forges, and you did {nko m} 

nano down, and where T lived, which now males mo to take the bold. 

‘ness to trouble you with those fow linos, desiring you would obligo ine 

a0 much ag to do all you oun for mo in thego ovi! timas, that if it should 

ploase tho King's Majosty ta show any moroy to any innocent persons, 

thot I might share part with such, as a troo King’s subject, so that I 

might eave my lifo and ostato, if the King should conquer tha America, 

And I would, also, inform you that I have got a brother, and a coushr, 

whoso name is Denial Lovell aud Christopher Zavell, which, both of 

thom, avo good friends to Govornmont, which did desira mo, that if I 

had n chanoo, to inform somo of the King’s officors of tham, 

And now, pray, eit, don't Iet any body that is of the Amoricg, party. 
to know thnt I ever sont a letter fo you, of that I ovor dosirad you to 
return imy namo to the Governour, by no moana, if you linye ny ro- 
gardto my life; and you will, in keoping it private, greatly obliga mp, 
your humble servant, Suonactt Lovert, of Barnglable, 

Living at Hingham, 


To Captain James Ayscough, of lis Mujesly’s ship Stan, * - 
P.S, Pray, sir, bo pleasod to accept a fow végotabled, to bo deliver~ 


tor Gelst tet staunch friend to Government 
aa ia a by Doctor Geiston, a bold and sh am Soe 


* 
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tain Batchelder, wero appointed to receive the votes on the 
part of the Louse. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
informing them that this House propose that the gentle- 
men to be elected to represent this Colony at the Conti- 
nental Congress, shall continue in office until the last day 
of December next. 

Walter Spooner, Esquire, came down and informed tho 
House that the honourable Board bad agreed with the said 
proposal. 

Leave was given to Colonel Ward to withdraw his Re- 
turn of those men in General Ward’s Regiment, who lost 
their clothes in the battle on the 17th June last. 

The Committee appointed to inquire whether the Com- 
missary-Geneial of this Colony and his Deputies have a 
right to make contracts with bakers, and whether such con- 
tracts have been made? 

Reported, that upon examination had of the sevoral 
papars herewith oxhibited relative to that matter, they can- 
not find that the Commissary-General, whatever his right 
might have been as to contracting with bakers for the Co- 
lony aforesaid, made any other than one and the samo 
general agreement with the whole choir; nor can they lind 
that the Commissary-General aforesaid delogated other 
power to any of his sub-Commissavies ; therefore, are of 
opinion that no distinction ought to bo made in their pay 
upon any pretence whatever, Read, and accopted. 

The Committeo appointed to reecive the votes of the 
Thougo for five gentlemen to represent this Colony at tho 
Continental Congress, having carried up tho same, 

Roported, that the Wonourable Join Uancock, Usq., 
Vonourable Samuel Adams, Msq., Honourable Jon Adans, 
Esq., Honourable Robert reat Paine, Msq., and Elbridge 
Gerry, isq., were chosen, 

Jaboz Fisher, Esquire, brought down the Report of the 
Committeo of both Wonses appointed to consider sundry 
Resolves of the Continental Congress. 


Afternoon, 

A Potition from the Lown of Malden, setting forth the 
inconvenience attending its supplying the Army with threo 
cords and-an-half of Wood daily, and praying relief. 

Read, and committed to Colonel Hoodbridae, Deacon 
Batchelder, and Major Johnson, 

A Patition of Samuel Brewer, setting forth, that ho was, 
on the 5th day of May last, appointed by General Lho- 
mas, an Adjulant-General of the Army at Roxbury, the 
duty of which oflice he performed till the first day of Au- 
gust, and praying a consideration for his services, 

Read, and committed to Mr. Story, Colonel Porter, and 
Major Mood. 

Tt having been feprasealed to this House that Mr, Hlias 
Hasteitt Derby, 0 Member of this [ouso had, contary to 
the Association of the Continental Congress, imported Cof+ 
fea and other things fiom the English West-Jndva Islands: 

Ordered, That Captain Foster, Mr, Bryant, and Cap- 
tain Epes, bo a Committee to repair immediately to Salem 
to make full inquiry into the matter, and to direct the at 
tendance of the said Derby to bis duty in this House. 


Orderod, That the Doorkeeper immediately apprehend 
Ms, Abiel Pood, and him hold in safe custody until the 
further order of this House, 

The Report of the Committee of both Houses, appoint- 
ed to examine into the conduct of Adiel Wood and Jona- 
than Williamson, of Pownalborough, accepted by the 
honourable Board, was read and non-concurred, and onder- 
ad to be recommitted. 


+ On a motion, Ordered, That Mv, Cooper, Captain 
Batchelder; Mr, Hopkins, Mv. Piillins, and Colonel 
Thompson, be » Committee to bring in a Resolve for the 
purpose of establishing Committees of Correspondence in 
the several towns in this Colony, 

Ordered, That message go to the honourable Bogrd, 
informing them that this louse propose to come to the 
choice of the Sea-Coast Officers, for the Town of Glouces- 
ter, agreeable to a late Resolve of this ourt. 

‘Accordingly, Jedediah Foster, Esquire, came down and 
informed the House that the honourable Board agreed to 
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the snid 
Jeads o 
thereon, viz 5 

In Council, December 15, 1775: Read, and concurred, 
with the amendments following, via: at A, in the Ist, 8d, 
ath and 8th Leads add, “ or the major part of them,” 

Read, and concurred, with the amendments proposed. 

In tho House of Reprosentativos, Docomber 15, 177%, 

Whereas, by papers and depositions now before this 
Tlouse, relating to Abiel Hood, of Pownalborongh, in tho 
County of Lincoln, merchant, who is now in the custody 
of the Doaikeeper of this House, there is great reason to 
believe that the said Food has been, within the summer 
past, acting in open violation to the Association ontered 
into by the Members of the honouablo Congress of Ame- 
ried, in behalfof their constituents ; and that the said /Pood 
has uscd his influence to discourage tho people, as well 
fiom obeying the present Government of this Colony, a3 
uniting in the cause of their country, and thereby has given 
reason to suspect bin to be a parson upfit to go at liga. 

Theiefore, Resolved, ‘hat tho said papers and affida« 
vits he laid before the honomable Council of this Colony, 
and that the said Council be, and they hereby are request- 
ed to take into custody the said Food, and bring him be- 
foe them, and deal with him in such manner as may be 
for the secwity of this Colony and all America 3 and that 
ho may bo so secured as that he cannot hereafter uso his 
influence to discourage tho peoplo of this Colony in mian- 
ner as aforesuid. 

Ordered, ‘That the Committee appoiated to bring in a 
Militia Bill, be divectad to insert. a clause to prevent the 
private soldiers firing away their powdor without leayo of 
their Ofticors, 


The Report of tho Committee appointed to consider 
sundry Resolves of the Continental Congress, brouglit down 
the 9th current, was read, amended, and accepted, and is 
na follows, vin: 

That a Committee of both Touses be appointed to en- 
gage and fx out with all possible despatch, on the account 
and tisk of this Colony, teu vessels, to be laden with og 
much provision, horses, or any other produce of this Co- 
lony, except horned cattle, sheep, hogs, and poultry, as 
they may dpem necessary for the importation of ammu- 
nition, sulphur, salipetre, arms, and German steel, for the 
manafacturing gun-locks, &c., And that the said Coin 
miltea be empowered to give orders to the comnander of 
every such vessel to cxpart the said cargo to the forsign 
MWest-Indies, for the purposes aforesaid, 

Ordered, That Mr. Starkweather be on the Committee 
appointed to explain tha Commission of the Commitiea to 
consider the Petitions of those who wore wounded and left 
thoir arms and clothes in battle, in the room of Mr. Pars 
tridge, absent, 

Resolved, That all the Post-Offices and Post-Riders 
employed by the late Congress of this Colony, be dismiss- 
ed from any further service, : 

Ordered, Thnt the Dooikceper employ two persons to 
hold Adie! Wood in sale custody until to-morrow. 


Resolved, That eleven o’clock, to-morrow moining, be 
assigned for the choice of n Committee to fix out vessels to 
go tothe Mest-Indies after Powder, 

A Memorial of the Committeo of Inspection for the 
Town of Newburyport. React. ° ‘ 

Ordered, That Mr. Stary and Mr, 1¥haeler, with sach 
as the honourable Board shall join, be a Committee to consi- 
der the Memorial from the Committee of Inspection of New- 
buryport, relative to the conduct of Benfamin Balch, of suid 
town, in exporting fish, contrary toa Resol ye of Congress. 

A Petition of Hiliiam Crawford, setting forth the ci 
cumstances of the people at Penobscot-River, and parts 


monosal ; and at tho same time brought down the 
th ilitin Bill, with the following Voto of Council 


adjacent. 
Rend, and the petitioner had leave to withdraw his Pe- 
tition. *s 


Tho House then adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten 
o'clock. : 
Gs faces 

Saturday, Dacombor 16, 1778, 


Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Boar 
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desiring that they would send down the Bill for an emis- 
sion of Bills of publick Credit, if they have not passed 
upon it. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cooper, Mr. Wheeler, and Colonel 
Thurston, ba a Committee to consider a Letter fiom the 
Committee of the County of Fairfax, in Virginia, anda 
Letter from General Washington, enclosing it, relative to a 
sum of money sent to him for the suffering poor of Boston. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down a Bill for an emission 
of Bills of publick Credit. 

Charles Chauncy, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee appointed to consider the representation of tho 
Committee of Correspondence of the Town of Dartmouth, 
vin: 

That by said representation, and that of Mr. Jéreh Willis, 
it appears to this Committee to be a matter of such impor- 
tance as to demand the attention of the publick ; and the 
Committee are of opinion that there ought to be a Com- 
mittee of Court appointed to view the premises and report. 

ig J. Pauser, per order, 

In Council, December 16, 1775: Rend, and accepted, 
and Ordered, That Walter Spooner, Esq., with such as 
the honourable House shall join, be a Committee for the 
purposes mentioned in the above Report. 

Itead, and concurred; and Captain Hathaway and Dr, 
i are joined to the Committee of the honourable 

joard. 


A Letter from his Excellency General /Vashingion, en- 
closing a copy of sundry Resolves of tha Continental Con- 
gress. Read abd sent up. 

Ordered, That Mv. Phillips, Colonel Ocis, and Major 
Bliss, be a Committee to consider and report some further 
and more effectual measures for supplying the Army with 
Wood, 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
Jnforming them that this [Louse is ready, agreeable to the 
Order of the Day, to came to the choice of Sea-Const Of- 
ficers for tha Town of Gloucester, agiecable to a late Re- 
solve of this Coust; and that (he [louse propose to begin 
with the choice of a General Officer. 

Poted, That this last Order be reconsidered, and that a 
message go to the honourable Board juforming them that 
this [onse propose to put off the choice of said Officers 
for the Town of Gloucester, until Zuesday next, ten o'clock, 
A.M. ; 

Walter Spooner, Esq., accordingly came down and in- 
formed the House that the honourable Bond agreed to the 
said proposal, 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down the Report of 
tha Committee relative to fixing out Vessels for Powder, 
&o,, with the following Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, December 16, 1775; Read, and concurred, 
and thereupon Resolved, That William Sever, Benjamin 
Greenleay, and Moses Gill, Esquires, with such as tho 
honourable House shall join, be a Cominittee for the pur- 
poses mentioned in the above Report. 

Rend, and concurred, and Mr, Speaker, Colonel Orne, 
Captain Foster, and Major Cross, are joined to the Com- 
mittee of the honourable Board. 

Ordered, That Mr, Gerry, Mr. Phillips, and Major 
Bliss, be a Committee to bring ina Resolve for altering the 
style and title of the chief officer to be appointed for the 
Town of Gloucester, agreeable to a late Resolve of this 
Court, 

Ordered, That the Bill for an emission of Money (be- 
ing amended) be sent up to the honourable Board. 

James Prescott, Kisq., brought down a Letter from the 
honourable James Otis, Esq., in Barnstable, relative to 
the conduct of the Tories there, and, in particular, of a 
person at the head of them, who professes himself Whig, 
with the following Order of Council thoreon, via: 

Tit Council, December 16, 1775: Read, and Ordered, 
That Malic? Spooner and Moses Gill, Esqs., with such as 
the honourable Houge shal! join, be a Comrnittee to take 
the foregoing Letters and collateral papers into consider- 
ation, and report. . 

Rend, and concurred, and Col, Fveeman, Mr, Cooper, 
end Colonel Cushing, are joined, 
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Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
ame that they would direct said Committee to sit forth- 
with. 


A Memorial of Jacob Boardman, of Newburyport, set- 
ting faith, that he, with a number of others, inhabitants of 
said town, had made preparations for a voyage to Europe, 
for gunpowder, and other military stores, and praying the 
Count (if their intention is thought to tend to the publick 
advantaye) to give them suitable encouragement. 

Read, and committed to Colonel Freeman, Mr. Crane, 
and Doctor Baylies. 

Benjamin White, Esq., brought down the Letter of Ge- 
neral /Vashington, with a copy of sundry Resolves of the 
Continental Congress, (sent up to the Boaid this day,) 
with the following vote of Council thereon, viz : 

In Council, December 16, 1775: Read, and committed 
to the Committee of both Houses already appointed to 
consider the former pait of the said Resolves of Congiess. 


The Committee appointed to consider what further 
measues are necessary for supplying the Aimy with Wood, 
repoited. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That some Member be immediately sent to 
the Selectmen of each cf the towns, who are directed by a 
late Resalve of General Assembly to supply tho Army 
daily with Wood, and make inquiry if che directions of said 
Resolve have been fully complied with; if not, that they 
enjoin said Selectmen, that they by no means fail to cause 
it to be done, as they tender their own safety; and that in 
case of any failure hereafter, they give immediate notice 
to the Chairman of the Committee of this Court for sup- 
plying Wood, and the reasons theicof: And also that the 
said Selectmen be requested to cause as much more than is 
set to their respective towns as they possibly can, to be 
daily caied to the Army, That application be made to 
the Selectmen of the Towns of Medford and Watertown, 
that the former cause the quantity of three-and-a-half cords 
to be cartied daily to the wood-yard on Prospeet- Lill, and 
the latter the quantity of three cards to be daily canied to 
Cambridge, ‘That the Town of Lincoln have the liberty 
to carry the quantity of Wood apportioned to them to the 
wood-yaid in Cambridge, 

Ordered, That Mr, Phillips, Major Bliss, and Colonel 
Carpenter, be n Committee to sco that tho foregoing Re- 
solye he carried into execution. 

Ordered, That Capt. Goodman and Mv, Starkweather 
te on the Committee appointed to consider the state of the 
Poor of Boston and Charlestown, and report what is best 
to be done. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story get the Resolve relative to 
the Army biinging in their Muster-Rolls tothe Lst of Au- 
gust, printed in the next Watertown Gazette, 


Afternoon, 


John Taylor, Esquire, brought down an examination of 
Captain David Duers and Mr. Joseph Akin taken by the 
Committee of Inspection of the Town of Dartmouth, rela- 
tive to the Nantucket people supplying the Aimy with pro- 
vision, with the following Order of Couneil thereon, via: 

In Council, December 16, 1775: Read, and Ordered, 
That Walter Spooner and Moses Gill, Esquires, with such 
ns the honourable House shall join, be a Committes to 
take the foregoing representation under consideration, and 
leport. 

Read, and coucurred, and Mr. Story, Colonel Cushing’, 
and Mr, Pitts, ac joined. 

*. A Petition of Joshua Fabyan, praying that he may be 
paid the amount of an account exhibited for supply to the 
Militia who were assembled fiom different parts of the 
County of Cumberzand, in consequence of an attack made 
upon the Town of Falmouth by Captain Mowad, on the 
18th of October last. Read, and ordered to lie. 

Ordered, That My, Pitts and Mr. Story be on the Com, 
mittee to consider the Letter of the Honomable Colonal 
Oéjs, relative to the Barnstable Tories, in the room of Gol- 
one] Freeman and Mr, Cooper, excused, as 

The Committee appointed to proportion one hundred 
and filly Tons of English, and Gly Tons of salt Hay on 
the several Towns, to be procured for the American Army 
reported, Read, and accepted, », 
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Whereas, a considerable quantity of Hay is wanted for 
the use of the American Army, and, unless speedily sup- 
plied, very groat inconveniences, and, perhaps, fatal con- 
sequences may ensue. 

It is, therelore, Resolved, That the several Towns men- 
tioned in the schedule hereto annexed, be called upon im- 
mediately to furnish such quantity of Hay, and of such sort, 
and (o cause the same to be conveyed to such camp as is 
therein pointed out, for which they will be allowed and 
paid at the rate of five Pounds per top for English Hay, 
and forty Shillings per ton for sult Uay ; and it is expected 
that the (eamsters take of the person, or persons, authorized 
to receive such IIny, certificates expressing the quantity 
they deliver; and that such certificates be transmitted to 
the Secretary’s Office within twenty days from the date 
hereof, * 

And it is earnestly recommended to the Selectmen and 
Cornmnittees of Cortespondence of thoso ‘Towns, respec- 
tively, as they regard thoir own, and their country’s wel- 

- fave, to see that this requisition be punctually complied with 
on their part; and the gentlemen hereafter named, are ap- 
pointed a Cormittee to cause this Resolve to be commu- 
nicated to the several Towns concerned; and to tuke such 
futher steps as may be necessary to procure a full compli- 

yanco with the same, viz: Mr. Zerry und Mr. Kingsbury, for 

Suffolle County ; Mr. PAillips and Mr. Moody, for Lissex ; 
Deacon Plympton, My, Hayward, and Mr. Bent, for Mid- 
dlesex ; and Colonel Cushing, for Plymouth, 


1 be carried to Roxnuny Camp. 


‘ Buglish lay. Eingtiah ITuy, 
Bridgewator, - dons, G Braintreo, = dons, 4 
Wientham, - - - i Wingham, - - - 2 
Medfield, + + * 1 Weymouth, ~ - - 2 

, Dodham, ~- « - & Abington, - - + I 
Dorchester, - - - 9 Scituate, ~ » = @ 
And 5 tons of salt May.  Pembioke, - - - 1 
Roxbury, - - - 9 Tianover, - ~ - 2 
And 6 tons of salt Hay, = Milton, rin - 8B 
Stoughtonand Stoughton- Brooklino, 8 tons of salt 

ham, «+ = 8 May. : 

; To be carried to Camnnrpan Camp. 

Huglish Hay, English Hay, 

~ Watertown, - tons, 5 Brookline, - sons, 9 
Newton, - + - & Littleton, +. - - 1 
Bradford, - - ~ 1 Stoneham, - - - 1 
Tpswich, - - - 5 Lexington, - ~ - 2 
Rowley, - - » 1 Acton, ~~ = 1 
Boxford, - « + L Sudbury, - «= = 9 
Newbury, - + - 3 Stow, -~ 2 + Q 
Southborough, - + 2 Andover, ~ = «= 4 
Medford, ~- - + 2 Shorbung, ~ ~ - 1 
Woburn, + + + & Morborough, - + 5 
Maldon, 10tonssalt fay, Juynn, 10 tons salt May. 

sRoading, -~ - + 4 Concord, - ~ ~ 6 
Bedford, += ~ - 2 Topsfield, ~ ~ » 1 
Framinghom,- - - 8 Chelsea, 10 tons salt Hay. 
Danvers,  - + - 2 Wahham, ~« ~« - 3 
Beverly, 4 tong salt Hay, Tite Cambiidge, - 5 
+, Lincoln, “ee And 8 tons of salt Tay. 
; Holliston, - - - 2 Weston, rer 
“Phe House then adjourned to Monday next, ten o'clock, 


Monday, Docombor 18, 1775, 

A Petition of William Tallman, of Dartmouth, praying 
for liberty to export a cargo to the MWest-Indies, for the’ 
purpose of procuring Auns and Ammunition. Read, and 
“committed to the Committeo appointed to fit out Vessels 
“fof {lint purpose, 

The Committee on the Petition of Catharine Gold- 
thwait, reported, Rend, and not accepted, and the Peti- 
tion was disnissed. 

A Petition ee Dean, praying that the Court would 
permit him to.send a Vessel ta Surinam with molasses 
casks, to bring home the,amount of a certain sum due to 

him in the produce of that plice. Regd, and committed 
{0 the Committee appointed the 15th current, to consider 
the subject-matter of Thomas Rusvel?’s Petition. 


“K Letter from the Honourable John Hancock, Esquiie, 
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President of the Continental Congress, enclosing two Re- 
solves of said Congress relative to raising a new Army of 
twenty thousand three hundred and seventy-two men, offi- 
cers included, to lic before Boston, Road, and sent up. 

Ordered, ‘Uhat Colonel Zhompson, Mr. Lopkins, and 
Colonel Cushing, be uw Committee to consider a reprosen« 
tation of Philip Llodgkins, rolative to the capturo of the 
Sloop Advance, from Boston, commanded by Captain Ne- 
hemiah Eastman, with two Depositions accompanying ; to- 
gether with a Memorial of the Commitice of this Court at 
Union-River, respecting the same Sloop; and likewise, 
respecting the Brig Betsy, commanded by na Ben- 
jamin Wormstead, bound fiom Boston to Halifax, who 
delivered himself and Vessel to the Committee of Deer- 
Island. 

And, also, a Petition of the said Committeo at Union- 
River, praying for Jibeity to send a number of Vessels 
which are by them detained for countervailing the Re- 
solves of Congress, to the Southern Colonies for provi- 
sion. 

Ordered, That the Committee ajfpointed to consider 
the foregoing papers, bo directed to inquire into the con- 
duct of Colone) Cargill, relative to the suid Sloop Advance, 
and report what is proper to be done. 

The Committee on tho Petition and Account of thp Se- 
lectmen of Newburyport, for carting Provisions, and also 
for sundry articles supplied tho mon who marched from 
that town on the 19th April last. Read, and committed. 

A Letter from the Committee of Frenchinan’s Bay, at 
the Iastward, representing that Captain John 2st hos 
delivered to thoir care two hundred and eighty-cight bush- 
els of Wheat, and nineteen barrels of Ship-stufl, being do- 
nations for the ‘Town of Boston; and wishing they might 
have liberty to make use of jt for the inhabitants of that 
part of the Colony, praying, however, the direction of this 
Court. 

Read, and committed to Mr. Cooper, Mr, Swift, and 
Mr, HWheeler. 

John Taylor, Visquire, brought down tho Report of the. 
Committes apponicd to consider sundry Depositions rela- 
tive to some of the inhabitants of tho Island of Nantucket, 
and a Lettar from tho Honourable James Otis, Esquire, of 
Barnstable, yelative to the conduct of the Tories of that 
town, via: 

The Committe find thero is great reagon to suspect that 
some of the said inhabitants df Nanduekee have bad undue 
connection with some of the oflicers and soldiers belonging 
to our enemy’s fleet; and it having been made to appear to 
this Committee, by tho depositions aforesaid, that a cortain 
Doctor Samuel Gelston, of said Island, hus been guilty of 
many infamous practices in supplying our sald enemies 
with provisions, &¢., contrary to the Resolution of the Cou- 
tinental Congress, tho authority of this Court, and the 
known sense of the whole Continont: 

Thereforo, beg leave to report, by way of Resolve, vin: 

Resolved, That Major Joseph Dimock, of Malmouth, tn 
the County of Barnstable, be, and he hereby is empower= 
ed and directed to repair to said Island of ‘Nattuebe wih 
such agsistanco as he shall think suflicient, and apprehend 
said Samuel Gelston, and bring him before this Court as 
soon as may be, that he be dealt with according to the nae 
ture of bis high-handed offence, and that he be, and he 
hereby is empowered and directed to command such aid’ 
and assistance as he may need, in order to apprehend said 
Gelston, and the Committee ask leave to sit again. 

In Council, December 18,1775: Read, and accepted, 
and the Committee are ordered to sit again. Read, and 
concurred, s 7 

The House considered the amendments proposed by the 
honourable Board to he made in a Resolve of this House, 
brought down the 13th current, which passed the 9th of 
November last, relative to the management of the Estates 
of Refugees, and thereupon concurred with the amendments 
proposed at B, and non-concurred with thoge proposed at 
A and C. * 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board 
to know if they have passed upon the Resolve of this House, 
on the Petition fron tho*Town of Hardwick, relative to 
the estate of Brigadier Ruggles, 0 Refugee. 

Walter Spooner, Esquire, accordingly came down aii! 


é i iayet # 


1845 MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER, 1775. 1846 


informed the House that the honourable Board bad not 
passed upon il, and acquainted the House that the Board 
desired to know if this House had passed upon the amend- 
ments proposed by the Board to be made in a Resolve of 
the House passed tha 9th November last, relative to the 
management of the Estates of Refugees. 

_ Aficrnoon, 

The Committee on the Petition of Joshua Hathaway, 
entered December 15, reported. 

Read, and not accepted, and the Petitioner had leave to 
withdraw his Petition. 

A Petition from a Convention of Committees from the 
several towns in the County of Cumberland, praying for 
liberty to send two vessels to the West-Indies for Powder 
and_other warlike stores. 

And also, a Petition from the Committees of the Town 
of Biddeford, Pepperelborough, and Arundel, praying that 
they may be permitted to fit out one vessel for the same 
purpose, were both read, and committed to the Committee 
‘appointed to fit out vessels for Powder, &c, 


A Petition signed by David Cheever, Esq., per order of 
the late Committee of Supplies, setting forth, that from a 
consideration of the burden of the office of snid Committee, 
the risk of negotiating such Jarge sums as they accounted 
for, and other circumstances, they propose to exhibit an 
account for their services, and praying the Court would in- 
strnat them what it is proper they should charge per day. 
Road, and committed to Captain Brown, Mr. Singletary, 
and Captnin Goodman, 

Ordered, That Mr, Sullivan bring in a Resolve to om- 
power the honourable Council to pay off the Master-Rolls 
that are or may be lodged in the Seeretary’s Office. 

Jedediah Foster, Usq., brought down a Bill for forming 
and regulating the Militta in this Colony; which was read 
the first time, and ordered to be read again to-morrow, ten 
o’clock, A. M., and all Committees of the [louse are di- 
rected to attend at that time, 

Ordered, That the choice of Sea-Coast Officers, for the 
Town of Gloucester, be put off to ten o'clock, next Mednes- 
day morning, and that a message go to the honourable 
Board informing them of this assignment. 

Accordingly, Joseph Palmer, Isq., came down and in- 
formed the House that the honourable Board had agreed 
to come to the thoice of thessaid Officers at the time pro- 
posed by the House. 

Ordered, That Mr, Sullivan, My. Phillips, and Major 
Ely, with such as the hovourable Board may join, be a 
Committee to diaft.a Proclamation, to be ead at the open- 
ing of the sevaral County Sessions, for the purpose of ius 
eulcating a general obedicnee of the people to the several 
Magistratos appointed under the present Government of this 
Colony. 

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten 
o’clock, 

Tucsday, Decombor 19, 1775, 

The Committee appointed to consider what vouchers are 
proper to support the Accounts of such Officers and Sol- 
dievs as were swflerers by the loss of Anns, Accoutrements, 
or Clothing, on the 19th of April, and 17th of June last, 
reported, Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That full compensation be made to such Cap- 
tains, Subalterns, non-Commissioned Officers, and Privates, 
who sustained loss of Arms, Accoutrements, or Clothing, 
on the 19th of Apri?, and 17th June last, nod that each 
Captain and Subalters produce a certificate from the Col- 
‘onel or Commanding Officer of such Regiment, and that 
each non-Commissioned Officer and Private produce a cor 
tifieate from tho Captain or Commanding Officer of the 
Company to which such non-Commissioned Officer or Pri- 
vate did, or doth respectively belong, and that each certi- 
ficnte, with other circumstances concurring therewith, shall 
be admitted a8 plenary evidence. 

And it is further Provided, That any other legal or sa- 
tisfactory evidence may be admitted, as time, place, and 
circumstance may require, to the ‘satisfaction of the Com- 
mittee appointed by this Court to consider such losses, and 
compensation shall be made accordingly, 


This Resolve to be printed in the Watertown Nowspa- 
pers, 

An Account of Ely Lewis and others, belonging to Cap- 
tain Styles’s Company, in Colonel Sargent’s Regiment, 
of theirloss of Arms, Accoutrements, and Clothing, on the 
19th of April, and 17th of June Inst. 

Rend, and committed to the Committee appointed to 
consider such losses, 


Ordered, That Major Hatley bring in n Resolve for the 
purpose of revoking a Resolve of this Court, appointing a 
Committeo of both Houses to examine Master- Rolls. 

Order of the Day moved for. 


Honourable Michael Farley, Esq., brought down the 
yote of this House appointing a Committee to draft a Pro- 
clamation for inculeating obedience to the Magistrates ap- 
pointed under the present Government of the Colony, 

In Council, December 19, 1775; Read, and concurred, 
and William Sever and John Winthrop, Wsqs., are joined. 

The Louse, according to the Order of the Day, pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the Militia-Bill, 


Afternoon, 

The Committee appointed to repair to Salem to inquire 
if Mr, Laskitt Derby had imported Coffee and other things 
from the English West-India Islands contrary to the Asso~ 
ciation of the Continental Congress, and to notify the said 
Derby to attend his duty in this Tlouse, made a verbal re- 
port, and Jaid a paper on the table containing the deposi- 
tions of Fbenezer Lakeman and others, relative to that 
matter, 

Mr. Derby (being present) moved that the matter might 
be considered, and he heard thereon, by a Committee of 
this House, 

Whereupon tho following gentlemen wore appointed a 
Committee for that purpose, viz: Mr. Pitts, Col. Mitchell, 
Mr. Hale, Captain Parker, Major Ely, Colonel Freeman, 
and Major Buss, 


The House proceeded to the further consideration of the 
Militia Bill. : 

Honomable Samuel LHolten, Wsquire, brought dowa the 
following Resolve, viz: 

In Council, December 19, 1775: Wherens, the business 
assigned the Committee of both [ouses appointed to ox~ 
amine all tho Muster-Rolls that shall be returned into the 
Secratary’s Office, is found to be inconvenient and too ox- 
tensive for the attention of one Commitice, : 

Therefore, Resolved, That tho Commission of tho afora- 
said Committee he in future confined to the examination of 
tho Muster-Rolls of the sovoral Captains in the Continen- 
tal Army; and that Michael Farley, Esq,, with such as the 
honourable Louse shall join, be s Committes to examine 
the several Muster-Rolls of the Sea-Coast Forces and the 
Militia, and as they shall pass them, exhibit the same to 
the Board, in order for payment. 

Read, and concurred, and Colonel Cushing, MajorGood- 


« toin, and Major Bliss, are joined to the Honourable Michael 


Farley, &c,, above named, and such other persons as the 
honourable Board may appoint. 

Honourable James Prescott, Esquire, brought down the 
Report of the Committee of both Houses appointed to 
take into consideration sundry Resolves of the American 
Congress, 

In Council, December 19, 1775: Read, and accepted. 
4, The Commitee appointed to inquire into the number, 
size, and quality of sundry pieces of Ordnance, removed 
from several Towns in this Colony, ond now under the care 
of his Excellency General Washington, not charged, re- 
ported aschedule containing as exact an account thereal ag 
can at present be obtained. 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker, Captain Thatcher, and 
Major Lawley, be a Committee to lay the same before his. 
Excellency General Hashington, 2 

Qrdered, That My, Speaker be excused from-serving, 
on the Committee appointed to fit out vessels for Powder, 
and that to-worrow morning, ten o'clock, be adsigned fon 
the choice of some other person in his.stend, 


Then the House adjourned till to-morrow tnorning, nine, 
o'clock, 


Fourru Serizs,—Vot, rv. 85 
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; Wednesday, Dooamber 20, 1775. 

Ordered, That the Commitice appointed to consider 
what part of tho Sea-Coust should bo garrisoned this win- 
ter, be discharged of that part of their duty which directs 
‘them to confer with General Vashington, on the subject 
thereof, and they are directed to repart immediately. 

Ordered, That Mr, Pitts be on the Conimittee appoint- 
ed to fit out vessels for Powder, &c., in the room of Mr. 
Speaker, excused, 

Ordered, That a Message go to the honourable Board, 
to know if they have passed upon the Resolve relative to 
procuring Hay for the Army. 

Upon a motion, Resolved, That Captain Flliam John- 
son, of the Schooner Brittania be, and hereby is direct- 
ed forthwith to deliver Richard Devans, Esq., Commissary 
of this Colony, the neat proceeds of a cargo consigned him 
by order of the late Commitice of Supplies, being per his 
accounts, three hunded and sixty-four Lire-Arms, five 
hundred and twenty-nine and-a-half pounds of Powder, 
(Leward weight,) wo thousand Hints, seventy-five weight 
of Ball, and twelve Cutlasses, oxcepting so many of said 
articles as by receipts shall appear to have Leen delivered 
agrecable to the order of this Court. 

And he is further directed to adjust his accounts as soon 
as may be with Colonel Orne and Mr, Gerry, 2 Commit- 
tee appointed for that purpose ; also, that he deliver twelve 
Swivel-Guns to the Committes of Safety of Newburyport, 
to be improved by them in the defence of said town, until 
the further order of this Court. 

Ordered, That Mr, Cross sond a copy of the foregoing 
Resalvo to Captain Johnson. 

A Momovrial of Hannah Sewall, of Brookline, setting 
forth, that considerable quantities of Wood for tho use of 
the Army have been cut and carried away from a landed 
estate in Newton, which descended to her and her brother 
Samuel Sewall, (a Refugee,) and praying relief Read, 
and comuitted to Mr, Nye, of Hardwick, Colonel Hood- 
bridge, and Deacon Rawson. 


The Roport on the Petition and Memorial of Jccab 
Boardman, of Newburyport, entered the 16th current, was 
again vead, and recommittod, 

Joseph Palmer, Esq., brought down the Resolyo for 
supplying the Army with Lay, with the following Vote of 
Couneil thereon, via: 

In Council, December 18, 1778; Read, and concurred, 
as taken into a new draft, the same schedule being an- 
nexed. 

The new draft was road, and the [louse concurred in 
the same, It is as follows, via: 

Wheroas, a considerable quantity of Hay is wanted for 
tho use of the American Army, and, unless specdily aup- 
plied, very great inconveniences, and, perhaps, fatal consa~ 
«{jMences, may ensue; 

Lt is, therefore, Resolved, ‘That the soveral ‘Vowns oen- 
tioned in the schedule hereto annexed, Le called upon 
immediately, to furnish such quantity of May, and of such 
sort, and fo cause tho same to be conveyed to such camp 
as is (herein pointed out; for which they will be allowed, 
and paid, at the rate of five Pounds per ton for Lnglish 
May, and forty Shillings per ton for salt [ay ; and, it is 
expected, that the teamsters take of the person, or persons, 
authorized to receive such Hay, certificates expressing the 
quantity they deliver, and that such certificates be trans- 
mitted to the Seeretary’s Office within twenty days from 
the date hereof; and, it is earnestly recommended to the 
Salectmen, and Committees of Correspondence, of those 
towns, respectively, as they regard their own and their 
“eguntry’s welfare, to seo that the requisition be punctually 
coinplied with on their part. 

~ And the gentlemen, hereafter named, are appointed a 
Cortimittes to cause this Resalvo to be comtmunicated to 
the several towns concerned, and to take such further stops 
as may be necessary to procure a full compliance with tho 
samo, viz: Mr, Perry and Mr, Kingsbury, for the Ceunty 
of Sujet; Mr. Phillips and Major Moody, for Essex ; 
Deacon Plympion, Mr. Hayward, und Mv. Bent, for Mid- 
ulesex ; and Colonel Cushing, for Plymouth. 


Mr. Singletary and Major Ely were appointed Monitors. 
The Militia Bill was again considered by the House, and 


MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER, 1775. 


1848 


three o’elock, in the afternoon, assigned for the further con- 
sideration thareol, 

Tho Committoo appointed to bring in a Resolvo for al 
tering the style and title of the chief officer to be appointed 
for the Town of Gloucester, &e., reported. Read, and 
accepted. : 

Resolved, That that part of the Resolution of this Court 
of the 2d of December instant, providing, © That a General 
Officer be appointed to uke the command of the Horces 
stationed at Gloucester, who shall be empowered to call in 
the neighbouring Militia, upon uny emergency, as ho shall 
judge necessary, und discharge them again as soon as tho 
service will admit of the same,” be, and it hereby is ren- 
dered null and void. 

Resolved, That a Pield-Olticcr, af the rank of Colonel, 
be appointed to tuke the command of the Forces stationed 
at Gloucester, and of the Militia that shall at any time bo 
raised for defence of the same, unless some Goueral Ofti- 
cer of this Colony shall bo present; and he is hereby om- 
powered to order the Commanding Qflicer of tho neigh- 
bouring Regiment of Mifitia, upon any emergency, to 
repair with bis Regiment to the ‘Town of Gloucester alore- 
said, and co-operate with him in defending the samo, so 
long as he, the said Commanding Officer of the Sea-Coast 
Forees, shall judge it necessary; and, tho Militia Ofticers 
and Soldiers, who shall be raised ns aforesaid, are hereby 
directetdl to obey tho said Commanding Officer of the Sceu- 
Const Poreos, accordingly. ; 

‘The Committee on the Memorial of Jacob Boardman, 
of Newburyport, reported. Read, and accepted, 

Resolved, ‘Vhut tho Vessel mentioned in the Memorial 
of Jacob Boardman, belonging to Newburyport, he permite 
ted to proceed on a voyage to any part of Aurape, the 
Dominions of Great Britain excepted, for the purpose of 
proving Gunpowder, and other Military Stores, for the 
service of this Colony; provided, the owners of the Vossel 
enter into bonds, with sufligient surctics, in tho suin of (A) 
four hundred Pounds, to be taken by the Committes of 
Safety of Newburyport, in the namo of tho Treasurer of 
this Colony; that said Vessel shall proceed upon said yoy» 
age with all possible despatch, and bring nothing back 
except Gunpowder, and other Military Stores, and to laud 
the same in, some part of this Colony, Boston and Nan- 
tucket excepted; and that said Vessel shall proceed in 
ballast, without any other longing; and this Colony engagos 
to take all the Powder bought in said Vessel, giving for 
the same atthe tate of five Shillings per pound, (3) ho de+ 
livering the samo (C) to tho Commissary of this Coluny. 


Tlonovrable Charles Chauncy, Hsq., brought down the 
Potition of Neal Medatyer, of Portsmouth, in NeweLlanp- 
shire, praying that the Court would order certain: aiticles 
of household furniture to be delivered to him, which wore * 
shipped by his father at Boston, on board the Sloop Ad- 
vance, Nehemiah Iistman, master, and avo now ty tho 
hands of the Committee of Frenchman's Bay, with the 
following Order of Council thereon, vin: i 

dn Council, December 20, 1775; Road, and Ordered, 
That Jabez ttisher, Esq., with such as tho honourable 
Touse shall join, bo a Committee to consider the forogoing 
Petition, and report. 

Major Hawley, agreeable to order, reported a Resolve 
for the purpose of revoking a Resolye of this Court, ap- 
pointing a Committee of both Touses to examine Mugter+ 
Rolls. Read, and recommitted to Mr. Gerfy, 


Afternoon, 


The Committee appointed to obtain an effectual method 
of making Saltpetre, reporied. Read§ and accepted; and, 
thereupon, 

Ordered, That Doctor Whiting, Mr, Hopleins, and My, 
Hall, ba « Commitice to publish such part of said Repoit, 
as, also, such Resolves of this Court, and such exports 
monts (bat have been mado in the manufactory of that arti- 
clo, as they may think proper, sy 

On a motion mado, Ordered, That Mr. Morgan, Cap- 
tain Carpenter, and Mr. Lopkring, bo a Committee to brin 
in a Resolve for recogsidering a Resolve of this Caurt, 
which directs that a Powder-Mill shall be erected in the 
Town of Sutton, and ta provide for the erecting ong, a 
Andover. ; ; PE se: 
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Tho Militia Bil was again considered by the House, and 
ten o’clock, to-morrow morning, assigned for the further 
consideration thereof, 

On a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Sawyer bring in a 
Resolve, directing that application should be mude to the 
Selectmen of the several towns in this Colony, to purchase 
all the Sulphur they can on account of the Colony. 


Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down a Petition of 
Abiel Mood, praying that a Committee may be appointed 
to bear bis defence agninst certain charges laid against him 
as an enemy to the country, with the following Vote of 
Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, December 20, 1775: Read, and Ordered, 
To be committed to the Committee of both Houses, ap- 
pointed to consider anew the Petition of the Commitee of 

nspection for the Exst part of the Town of Pownalbo- 
rough. Read, and concwred. 

The House then adjourned to half-after nine o'clock, to- 


morrow n rorning. 
” 


Thursday, Beconrber 21, 1775. 


A Petition of Aaron Wright, Keeper of the Jail in North- 
ampton, praying allowance of an Account exhibited for 
keeping sundry Prisoners therein named. Read, and com- 
mitted to the Committee on Accounts. 


The Committee on the Petition of Samuel Brewer, on- 
tered December 15, reported. Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Treasurer of this Colony pay him 
the sum of twenty-four Pounds seventeen Shillings and 
four Pence half-penny, iv full for his service therein men- 
tioned, 


A Memorial of William Powell, of Salem, setting forth, 
that he has a Schooner at Beverly tarbour, ready to sail, 
and that he designs to export cash, and import powder 
only, and praying liberty to proceed on his intended voyage. 
Rend, and committed to Mr TWVheeler, Colonel Cushing, 
and Major Goodwin. 


Mases Gill, Msquire, brought down the Resolve on the 
Petition of Jacob Boardman, with tho following Vote of 
Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, December 21, 1775: Read, and concurred, 
with the amendments wt A, B, and C, view at A, dulo 
four hundred,” and insert two thousand ;” at B, dele 
“he delivering,” and, at G, insert “ being delivered.” 
Read, and concurred, 


Michael Farley, Esquire, brought down a Petition of 
the Delegates of the several ‘Towns in the County of 
Cumberland,® net in Convention, at Hadmouth, on the 8th 
of November \nst, relative to tho defonceloss and distressed 
situation of the said Town of Falmouth, in particular, and 
the County in general, and of the importance of securing 


* To the Monourable His Majesty's Council of the Colony of the Massa. 
ouvanria. Bay, and the Honowable House of Representatives, in Qes 
noval Court assembled, 

The Vetition of the Delegaics of the saveral Towns in the County of 

Cumannrann, met in Convention, humbly showeth s 
That, in consequonse of the destruction af the Town of Falnouth, 
on tho 18th ultimo, this Convention mot on tho 3ist, (and continued, 
* hy adjourmmonts, to this day,) to consider of somo ways and moans to 
dofend this County, and also Uns part of the country, and in partioular 
to sccure, and lako possession of, and koop Malmouth.Neek in our awn 
power, if possible, by onr utmost exortions, Accordingly, wo advised 

‘und ardored the most uf tho roldiers in the Colony sorvice on tego sen. 

coasts to bo immedi.ttely set to work to male an intronchmant, to pre. 

vont boats from landing for the fatnro, and, at tho samo time, appeint 

a Committoo te vivw an omlnenco on said Falmouth. Neck, in order to 

begin to build a furt, und koop possession and advantage of the ground 

from our onomios, with directions to consider what namber of mon 
was necessary and propor, besntes tho soldiers, to carry on tho affnir, 
and apportion tha samy on tho soyoral towns, according to thelr cir. 
bumatinges, situation, and abilities, While these things woro in agi. 
tution, and before wo had well got through, to Gerbera mun.ofwvar 
hove in aight, and ran inte Falmouth harbour, and Captain Synons, Uo 
commander, sent orders and lutters on shore, copios of which Mr. J'rce. 
tan will be ablo to lay bofera yon, if neoded. ‘Tho sevoral towne ta 
tho County wors sent Lo, by lutter's originating from tho onourablo 

Gotnnol Freaman, with ordars und advioo to raiso half the Militia, A 

ginnbor of tho Militia und soldiors reprirod to Fulmeuth, as soon aa 

tholy distunes ang,situation would admit; but, tho wouthor boing vary 
atormy, nothing could bo done till Saturday, whon tho ground was 
viewed, tho men pul under somo regulation, and toola praperod to bagin 


an intronchment that night, (while Captain Symons, not thinking it - 


proper to sfay and sop his orders put in execution, erma to sail jn tho 
oyening, and wont aut of tho barbour,)e ‘fhe men necordingly broke 
@round, und worked tho most of tho night, and hayo continued so to 
du evar autes, in all propar times for working, cach town having suc. 
cousive drafts from the Militia to supply the places of their formor 
drafis, so 8 conatantly (o garry on tho work; while wo haye some who 


* 
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the harbour of Falmouth, and praying relief, Road, and 
committed to the Committee appointed to consider & Let- 
ter from General Frye on the sume subject, 


Samuel Eolten, Esquire, brought down the following 
Resolve, viz: : 

Whereas, it hath been represented to this Court that 
his Excollency General Washington doth not consider 
himself at liberty to furnish guards for any of the sea-coasts 
in this Colony, saying what relates to the general defence, 
and it appearing to this Court necessary that certain posts 
should be guarded, for the security of the inhabitants : 

Therefore, Resolved, That Benjamin Lincoln, Esquire, 
with such as the honourable House shall join, be a Coane 
mitteo to wait on his Excellency, and desire him that he 
would inform this Court to what limits hé will extend his 
Guards, 

The House again considered the Militia Bill. 


Afiornoon, 

Joseph Palmer, Esquire, brought down the Report of 
the Committce of both Houses appointed to tuke under 
consideration the circumstances of the Sen-Poits + 

That they are of opinion that itis necessary there should 
be stationed at Gloucester two hundred and fifty nen; at 
Marblehead, ono lnndred men; at Tarpaulin- Cove, one 
hundred and filly men; and at Pabrouth, in the County 
of Cumberland, three hundred men, which may serve, un« 
dor a proper officer, as a guard for all the sea-coast inthe 
Countics of York and Cumberland, excepting Kittery, 
where your Committes are of opinion that there ought to 
be stationed not less than fifty men, und at Lhagham, 
Braintree, and Weymouth, two hundred men, 

In Council, December 21, (775; Rend, and sont down, 

Read, and to-morrow, ten o’clock, A. M., assigned for 
the consideration thereof, 


Charks Chauncy, Usquive, brought down a paper, sign- 
ed by Colonel Brewer and other Ofiicers of the Army, 
testifying the bravery of Salem Poor, a negro man in Gol- 
onel £ryc’s Regiment, at the late battle at Charlestown, 


Ordered, That Mr. Phillips bring in a Resolve for ro- 
considering a Resolvo of this Court for erecting two Pow- 
der-Mills, and to provide for the building only one, and 
appointing Captain Goodman to consult with the person 
who has been applied to, to engage in this business, on the 
most convenient place for erecting such a Mill. 


Tho Committee on the Memorial of Zlamah Sewadl 
reported. Read, and accepted. 


Resolved, That the Committee appointed by this Court 
to provide Wood for the Continental Army in this Colony, 
he imniediately audered to desist fom culling any more 
Wood on the land of the memorialist, till the further ordex 
of this Court. ‘ 


are fitting out the few oannon wo haya for to, with a amnll matter of 
powder wo havo got; but onr want of mon, and want of powdor, und 
othor militury stores, throws us into groat anxiely. Wo would furthor 
bog loavo to suggest thut this part of tho country may le of samo in. 
portanco to all tho other parts, and perlinps wa might any gronts hore 
ura dargo stoolts of onttlo, of all kinds, and five! and lumbar of ever: 
ktnd, logethor with masts, which hnyo boon bonoficial to nlmiost all the 
son-coasts on tho Continant, and to Briain, and may bo go agatn, ond 
which would be oxtromely advantageous to our onemice, should thoy 
got tho possession of it, Wo would likewise bog leayo further to sug- 
geal, that, although Cesca-Bay is tov leagues across (ram cape to cape, 
yet Falmouth Warbour is the most likely ship-harbour in the bay totoma 
mand the country around ; and innat, in all probability, command groag 
part of tho Provinces of Maine, bo it in whoso hands it will. ; 
Thus huvo wo vory briefly prosumed to Iny bofore you our distieases 
and wants, and also our important aituation in the prosont and Mthure 
goalo of American affairs, Praying that your Honauya would tako aur 
poouliarly distressing circumstances into consid oration, as soon ag nny” 
2, and grant us roligh by aflording as men, end such warlike plores, of 
overy Kind, us you shall judgo propor, taguther with un able, faithful, 
nnd on exporiencad head oficor, and an onginoor and othor oflicns, as 
you shall think: neudfily and also organize tho Militia in this County, 
that thoy may with the moro oagoand oxpodition be drawn out, on any 
emargoncy$ or othorwige retiove na, as, fy yonr known wisdom, you 
shall think Ait nnd gop moet. And your potitionars, as in duty bound, 
ahall over pray, ‘ 
Signed by order of the Convontion + 
Joxatuan Mrrongnt, Choirntahe. 
Fagmouri, November 8, 1775, 


sw 
In Couxer, December 31, 1775: Read, and sent down * 
Penne Monron, Deputy Saayetory: 


x 
Is tHe Mouse or Representatives, December Be 74: Rood,-qnd: 

comintitted te tho Coitnities appointed to coueidor a lotter from Go. 

neral Eye, on tho same subject. + + J.Wanten, Speaker. 


In Counci,, December 21, 1775: Read, znd songutred 


Panes Morton, Depuly Seeretary,. 
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On a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Jewett, Deacon 
Nichols, and Captain Carpenter, be a Comunitiee to in- 
quire of the Committee appointed to purchase Saltpetre, 
what quantity they have a prospect of procuring, and re- 
port to the House what is a meet sum for payment of the 
same, 

The House assigned eleven o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing, to consider of the Report relative to Post-Riders. 

Then the Uouse adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten 
o'clock. 


Friday, Docomber 22, 1775. 
The Resolve brought in by the Honourable Major 
Hawley, containing directions to tho Commitice on Muster- 
Rolls, was read, and passed. 
Note.—This Resolve was alerwards brought down and 
amended. 


Resolved, That the consideration of the Report for sta- 
tioning Forces to defend the Sea-Ports, be referred to three 
o'clock, in the afternoon. 

An engrossed Bill for making and emitting Bills of pub- 
lick Credit. 

Read, and Resolved, That it pass, to be enacted, 

The Militia Bill was again considered by the Louse. 


Afornoon, 

Resolved, That ton o'clock, to-morrow moining, be as- 
signed for tho choice of Sen-Coast Ofliceis for Gloucester, 
and that a message go to the honourable Board, informing 
them of this assignment. 

Accordingly, Jabez Misher, Eaq., came down and in- 
formed the House, that the honourable Board had agreed 
to come to tho choice of the Officers to command at Glou- 
cester, agreeable to the proposal of the TYouse. 

Tho Militia Bill was again considered, and recommitted. 

Ordered, That the Committe appointed to procure Hay 
for the Army, bo directed to proceed immedintely to exo- 
cute their commission, and (o procure as much Hay as they 
can, over and above what is specified in tho Resolve of this 
Court, agreeable to said Resolve, 


Benjamin Lincoln, Esq, brought down tho following 
Resolve, viz: 

In Council, December 22, 1775: Resolved, That Col- 
onel Asa IVhtlcomb, who was by the late Provincial Con- 
gress appointed to muster and pay the udvance wages to 
tho men at the camp at Cambridge, be directed forthwith 
to make return to this Court of tho number and names of 
the men he hath mustered and paid, and to what Rogiment 
and Company they severally belong, with the receipts by 
him received from them. As, also, the names of scl Oni- 
cors to whom he hath delivered money for the purpose of 
paying the advance wages to the men by him mustered, 
and who have not accounted with him therefor; with the 
teceipts he hath received from them respectively. 

Read, and conourred, 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider 
the circumstances of the Sea-Ports, was considered by tho 
House, 

Whereupon, Resolved, That there be stationed at the 
places hereafter mentioned upon the Sea-Const establish- 
ment, as follows, viz: 

At Plymouth, one Company. 

At Marblehead, two Companies, 

At Salem, one Company. ® 

At Gloucester, two hundred and filly men, 

- At Kitéery, one Company, ten men of which to be kept 
sat York, 

At Falmouth, four hundred Men, under the command of 
the commanding officer there, for tho defonco of that 
town and the neighbouring places in the Province of 
Maine. 

At Tarpattin- Cove, one hundred and fifty men. 

At Martha's Vineyard, ona hundred and filly mena 

At Braintree, Weymouth, and Hingham, two hundred 
men. 

Ordered, That Mr, Sullivan bring in an establishment 

agreeable to the foregoing Resolve. 


Ordered, ,That Colonel Sayer bring in a Resolve di- 
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recting the Receiver-General to put a sum of money into the 
hands of the Committee appointed to purchase Sulphur, to 
enable them to make payment for what they engage. 
Then the Flouse adjourned till to-morrow morning, ton 
o'clock. 


Saturday, Decomber 23, 1775, 
The Report of the Committee on the Post-Riders’ Ac- 
counts read, and recommitted, and Me. Singletary, Mr. 
Mighill, and Major Smith, were added to the Committeo, 
in the room of three gentlemen absent, 


A Petition of Joshua Taynes, Jun., setting forth, that 
he was wounded in the battle of Leaington, and in conse- 
quence thereof, was unable to labour until the 20th of July 
following, and praying the consideration of the Court. 

Read, and conmitted to (he Committee on the Petitions 
and Accounts of wounded men. 

Resolved, That a Resolution of this Court, that passed 
the House on the 12th instant, directing Mr. Putnam and 
others to erect a Powder-Mill at Sut/ow, and repair another 
at Stoughton, be reconsidered, and that Captain Goodman 
attend Mr, Zhomas Harling to Andover and Stoughton, 
to take a view of a place in cach of (hose towns, propa- 
sed for erecting a Powder-Mill, and report to this Court at 
which place said Mill may be erected with the greatest con- 
venience and despatch, 

Ordered, That Captnin Vose, My. Guild, Mr, Stone, 
of Lexington, and Mr. Widdagton, be added to the Com- 
milteo appointed to prose Wood for tho Aymy, and that 
Mr, Sullivan bring in a Resolve for investing the said Com- 
mitteo with greater power. 

James Prescott, Msq., brought down the Report of tho 
Committe of both Houses appointed to consider the Peti- 
tion of the former Comuiittee of Inspeation of the Hast part 
of the Town of Pownalborough, tho Petition of a number 
of the inhabitants of said own, and tho Petition of Adbied 
Wood. 

On the Petition and Account of Aaron Fright, entered 
the 2st current, 

Resolved, That the whole sum of the said Accounts, 
(excepting what is charged for the Prisoners sont by Ge- 
neral ashipgton,) being fifteen Pounds soventeen Shil- 
lings and four Pence, bo paid out of the Treasury of this 
Colony to Joseph Llawley, Msquire, to the uso of tho said 
Wright, iv full satistiction of the charges for the Prisoners 
sent by the honourable Council. 

The Commitiec appointed to roport what sum was ne- 
cossary to be put into tho hands of tho Committee for pur- 
chasing Saltpetre, reported, 

The Report was recommitted, and the Committee was 
directed to determina how much money shall be paid to 
oach of the said Sultpotre Commitico, for the purpose ex- 
pressed in said Report. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Usquire, brought down a Petition of 
William Lunt, of Watertown, praying that the Court would 
direct the Selectmen of that town to deliver him certain 
articles, lately the property of Lady Ivanielin, and now in 
their possession, agrecable to an order of Congress, acvom- 
panying said Petition. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Towns heye- 
after mentioned, to supply the Army with the following 
quantity of Wood, daily, viz: Walpole, two cords, to, be 
carried to the camp at Loabury; Medfield, two cords, to 
he carried to the camp at Roxbury ; Concord, three cords, 
to be carried to the camp at Cambridge, 

And that the Town of Dedham be excused from carry- 
ing any more than two cords to the camp at Cambridge, 
and that the other cord which that town was to procure, 
be enrried to the camp at Roxbury. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to seo that a 
Resolve of this Court, which passed the House the 16th 
current, relative to the procuring of Wood,, procoed forth- 
with upon the business personally. 

On a motion made, this Inst vote was reconsidered, 

Ordered, That Colonel Freeman be on the Committee 
appointed to bring in a Resolve for establishing Commit- 
tees of Correspondence, in the room of Mr. Batchelder, 
excused, ‘ 
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Mr. Sud2van, agreeable to order, reported an establish- 
ment for the Forces to be raised to garrison the Sea-Coast. 

Ona motion made, Voted, That ono Company be raised 
to be stationed at Sheepscut-River. 

Poted, That one of the Captains of the Companies to 
be stationed at Tarpaulin- Cove, be appointed to command 
over the whole, with Captain’s pay, and with the rank of 
Major. 

‘oted, That one of the Captains of the Companies to 
be stationed at Martha's Vineyard, be appointed to com- 
mand over the whole, for Captain's pay, with the rank of 
Major. 

Poted, That when this House is adjourned, it be ad- 
journed to three o’clock in the afternoon, then to meet at 
Mrs. Coolidge’s, Innkeeper in this Town, and that a mes- 
sage go to the honourable Board to inform them of this 
vote. 

The House then accordingly adjourned to Mrs, Coo- 
lidge’s, at three o’clock, in the afternoon, 

° 


Afternaon, 

The Committee appointed to consider the state of the 
Boston and Charlestown Poor, reported. 

Whereupon, Ordered, That Tuesday next, at thee 
o'clock, in the afteinoon, be assigned for the considetation 
of the Report. 

Mr. Sullivan, agreeably to order, reported a Resolve to 
enlarge the power of the Commitive appointed to procure 
Wood. Read, amended, and aceepted, as follows: 

Whereas, by 2 Resolve passed in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, on the 3d day of November last, and concurred 
shy the honourable Board on the 4th day of the same 
month, it is ordered that Mr. Devans, Captain Thatcher, 
Mr. Cheever, Colonel Thayer, Mr. Walker, Mr. Dix, and 
Mr. Ellis, should be a Committee, who were directed to 
afford their utmost assistance and aid to the Quartermaster 
General, that the Continental Army might be provided with 
a full supply of Wood until the further order of the Court; 
and, for the purpose of more effectually procuring the same, 
they were empowered to enter the wootl-lots of such of our 
enomies as had fled into Boston, and, after having the 
Wood thereon growing apprized, to cause the same to be 
cut down and drawn to the camp, which Resolve, with 
one since passed for the samo purpose, has proved in- 
effectua}, and it being absolutely necessary for the preser- 
vation of the lives and property of the people of all 
America that the said Army be supplied with necessary 
Wood: 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That Captain Vose, Mr, 
Guild, Mr, Stone of Lewington, and Mr. [ithington, be 
added to the said Committee, and that either three (C) 
of said Committee, (A) or a greater number, in tho ab- 
sence of some of tho Committee (B) be, and they hereby 
are empowered (if Wood sufficient for said Army cannot 
be procured at a reasonable price without it) to enter the 
woodlands of any person, or persons, within this Colony, 
and, after apprizing the Wood thereon standing and grow- 
ing, ta cause the same to be cut down and carried to the 
camp to supply said Aimy. And if any person, owner, 
and proprietor of such woodland, shall molest or hinder 
the said Committee, or any three of them, from acting in 
pursuance of this Resolve, the said Committee, or the 
major part of them present, being not less than three, are 
hereby empowered to cause such person to be arrested 
and sent to this Court, to be dealt with according to the 
demerits of his contempt, And the said Commitee is 
hereby directed to pay each person, whose Wood they shall 
gause’ to be cut down and carried away, the price the 
same shall be by them apprized at; and, also, to pay all 
axe-men which they shall employ reasonable wages; and 
the owner of any team that they may employ reasonable 
wages for his team, 

Ordered, That the Committee of three, appointed to 
ae in execution a Resolve of this Court which passed the 

Touse the 16th current, relative to procuring Wood for 
the Army, who have wrote Letters to the Selectmen of 
the Towns from which the Wood is to be procured, urg- 
ing them to supply the Army with, that article as soon as 
possible, be directed to report to the House what effect 
those Letters may have. 
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The House then adjourned till Monday next, at ten 
o’clock, then to meet at the Mecting-Touse, as usual. 


Monday, Doconber 25, 1775, 
A Petition of James Perry, setting forth, that being in 
the battle of Levington, his wile sent him a horse, with 
provisions, and that the said horse was killed on his return- 
ing home; and, therefore, praying the consideration of the 
Court. Read, and committed to Mr. Allen, Colonel 
Grout, and Major Hallet, 


Ordered, That the Secretary lay upon the table the 
Resolve of this Court for stationing two Companies at 
Gloucester. 

Who laid the same upon the table accordingly. 

Jedediah Foster, Esq., brought down the Resolve in- 
vesting the Committeo for procuring Wood with greater 
power, with the following Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, December 25, 1775: Read, and concurred 
with the amendment at A B., viz: Dele from A to B, 

Read, and concurred, and tha House propased a further 
amendment at C, viz: At C, insett the words “or more.” 

The Resolve for stationing Men to defend the Sea- 
Coasts was again read, and recommitted, and Major Jaw. 
ley, Mr. Gerry, Colonel Freeman, and Colonel Cushing, 
are added to the Committee, 

Ordered, That a messago go to the honourable Board 
to inquire if they have passed upon the last Resolve of 
this Tlouse relative to Muster-Rolls. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider the 
conduct of Abicl Wood was rend, and four o’clock, in the 
afternoon, assigned for the consideration of it. 


The Committee on the Petition of the Committee of 
Supplies, entered December 18th, reported, and oleven 
o’clock, to-morrow, A. M., was assigned for the conside- 
ration of the Report. 


Afternoon. 


Foseph Palmer, Vsq., came down and informed the 
House that the honourable Board had not passed upon the 
Resolve of this [louse relative to stoppages in the Muster- 
Rolls, as they judged they could not consistently until 
they had 1eceived Colonel f¥hi¢comb’s (Mustermaster and 
Paymaster) Account. 

A. Petition of the Town of Harvard, praying the Court 
to use its influence with the Continental Congress to re- 
duce the stipends granted to Officors and others in the 
American service. Read, and to-morrow, twelva o’elool, 
assigned for the consideration thereof, 

The Committee appointed to consider the services of 
the Post-Riders, reported, Read and accepted. 

Note.—This Resolve was afterwards taken into a new 
draft, 

A Letter from his Excellency General Washington, de- 
siring the Court to take some measures for supplying the 
Army with Blankets, Read, and committed to Mr, JZog2- 
kins, Colonel Godfrey, Colonel Dwight, Colonel Otis; 
and Major Xfawley. 

A Petition from the Town of Murrayfield, praying that 
the name of that Town, for reasons set forth in said Peti- 
tion, may be altered to that of * Mount-Asaph.” Read, 
and committed to Mr, Story, Mr. Perry, and Captain 
Partridge. 

The House considered the Report of the Committes of 
both Houses on the conduct of biel Wood, brought down 

the 28d current, viz: ‘ 

In Council, December 23, 1775: Resolved, That the 
former Committee of Inspection on the Enst part of the 
Town of Pownalborough, Ind sufficient evidence to justify 
them for publishing Adio! Hood as a violator of tho Con- 
tinental Association, and thot in many other instances he, 
the said Mood, appeared by bis conduct to be on enemy 
to the liberties of this country ; and the sail Committee 
deserve to be highly commended for so doing 5 and the 
Committee of Correspondence of said ‘Town sho douriter- 
acted the doings of said Committee of Inspection us very 
unjustifiable, as it encouraged the saitl Abiel Wood in his 

rinciples and practices, so ipimjeal, 10, the rights and 

Hiberties of America, isi 


’ 


my 
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Further Resolved, That Abie? Wood shall be confined 
until he shall give bond, with two good and sufficient sure- 
tics, to the Treasurer of this Colony. in the sum of one 
thousand pounds; the condition whereof shall be that he, 
the said Adiel, will not, in any way, assist or correspond 
with any of the enemies of this country, and that he will 
be of good behaviour to, and peaceable towards all, and 
more especially towards the persons of the former Com- 
uiittee af Inspection for the East part of the Town of 
Pownalborough, and that he will at any time appear and 
‘answer to any complaint which may hereafter be mado 
against him, when he shall be thereunto required by order 
of this Court, and that he will abide their order thereon. 

In Council, December 28, 1775: Read, and accepted. 

Read, and concurred. 

The House concurred in the Resolve which was brought 
down from the honourable Board the 21st current, ap- 
pointing a Committee to wait on General [Fashington to 
desire him to inform this Court to what limits he will ex- 
tend his Guards. 

And Mr, Speaker and Mr. Cushing wore joined to the 

Committee of the honourable Board. 
"Resolved, That to-monow morning, ten o'clock, be ns- 
signed for the choice of four persons, a Commilice on the 
part of this Iouse, to sign tho Bills of Credit of the Inst 
emission. 

A Bill providing a speedy and cheap couse, or method, 
for the recovery of Debts." Read a fist time, and ordered 
to bo read again on ednesday noxt, ten o'clock, A. M. 


"She Llouso then adjourned till ten o’cluck, to-morrow 
morning. 


‘Puesday, Deoembur 26, 1775, 

On the Petition of Joshua Haynes, Jun., entored 23d 
ultimo, 

Resolved, That there be paid to him, out of the Colony 
Treasury, the sum of five Pounds six Shillings and cight 
Pence, in full for the loss of his time and doctoring. 

Order of the Day moved far, 

Ordered, That Mv. Wheeler, Dencon Cheever, Mr. 
Morgan, and My, Pynchon, with such as the honourable 
Board may join, be a Committee to sign the Bills of Credit 
of the last omission. 

Ordered, That My. Story, Colonel Grout, and Mr. 
Wheeler, bo a Committee to bring in a Resolye, determine 
ing how the Bills of Credit shall be signed. 

Ordered, That Captain Partridge and My. Cushing, 
with such as the honeurable Board may joiu, bo a Com- 
mittee to consider in what manner the gentlomen who have 
heen chosen to repesent this Colony at the Continental 
Congress shall be apprized of such choice, 

Ordered, Nhat (inal Otis, Colonel Lovell, and Mr. 
Cushing, ho a Committee to consider what sum is proper 
to be advanced to the Committee appointed to fit out Vos- 
sols for Powdar, &c, 

The Report of the Committee on the Resolves of the 
Continental Congress was read, and ordered to lie. 


* Ona motion, Ordered, That Colonel Grout, Mr, Story, 
and Mr. Brown of Boston, bo a Committee to consider 
those Resolves, and report to the House, 


‘ — 


Afornoon, 


Ordered, That Colonel Freeman, Mr. Wheeler, Colonel 
Grout, Mr. Cooper, and Mr, Brown of Boston, be a Com- 
mittee to consider a meot grant to tho President of Lar-* 
vard College, 

“thie Committee appdinted to bring in a Resolve, de- 
fécinlhing how the Bills of Credit should bo signed, report- 
ok , Rend; and accaped, 

Resolveil Thar the Committee appointed by this Court 
to sign ahd niimber tho Billy of publiok Credit, of the 
seventy-five tidusand Pounds emission, issued by a lato 
Aét of this Court be, and thay hereby aro directed, to 
syn them in the following mmner; That is to say, the 
several deviomihations of said Bills, from eizht Pence to ten 
Shillings, shall be signed 4 only ote of said Committed, 
in such manner as they shall agree ainon themselves; and 
that the several denominations of shid Bi Is, from ten Shil- 
Tihgs to forty-eight Shillings, shall be sired by only tivo 


ts 
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of said Committee, as they shall agree. The signing of 
which Bills in the manner aforesaid, shall be deemed as 
valid and effectual, as though each Bill was signed by the 
whole of the Commitiea appointed as aforesaid. 

Ordered, That Colonel Porter, Mr. Pitts, and Me 
Starkweather, be a Committee to inquire into a report of 
there being a quantity of Powder arrived at New-London, 
which was sent for on account of this Colany, and report 
what is proper to be done with it. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq, brought down tha Resolye re- 
lative to the services of Post-Riders, which passed the 
House yesterday, with the following Voto of Council thore- 
ou, vit 

dn Council, December 26, 1775: Read, and concurred, 
as taken into a new draft, 

Read, and concurred, as follows, viz: 

Resolved, That the several Post-Riders (excepting Po- 
ter Mumford, already agieed with at ten Pounds per quar 
ter) bo paid for their service at the rate of twenty Shillings 
per annum on every mile of their route for those taken into 
the Continental service, beginning the Ist of June, and. 
ending the 5th of October last; tho four that ave dismissed 
fiom the service, (excepting Jsaae Colton,) at the rate of 
twenty Shillings per annum for every mile of thelr route, 
beginning the Ist of Jie, and ending the 6th instant, 

And, that Joseph Greenleaf, sy be, and hereby is 
directed to pay to the ‘Creasurer of this Colony all the 
Moneys he hag received, or may receive, from the several 
Post-Oflices in this Colony. 

And, whereas, it appears that the sevoral Offices are ins 
adequate to the expense incurred by riding: 

Therefore, further, Resolved, Nhat the Receiver-Gena- 
rl be, and hereby is directed to pay tho soveral Post- 
Riders as followeth, in full for their serviees, vin: 

John Noble, trom Cambridge to Portsmouth, sixty-five 
iniles, twenty-one Pounds thirteen Shillings and four Pence. 

Josiah Barnard, trom Portsmouth to Malniouth, filly» 
three miles, seventeen Pounds thirteen Shillings and four 
Pence, 

Adans and Ifide, from Cambridge to Springfield, 
gighty-seven miles, twenty-nine Pounds. 

Peter Mumford, from Cambridge to Providence, forty- 
six miles, thiteen Pounds six Shillings and cight Penco, 

‘Lhe ubove persons began to ride tho Ist of June, and 
ended the Sth of Qefober Instwwhen thoy ontered the Cons 
tinental service. 

Benjamin Lpes, from Falmouth to Georgetown, forty~ 
six miles, iwenty-cight Pounds fifteen Shillings. 

Cadwallader Ford, Jun., from Cambridge to Beton, 
forty-eight miles, thirty Pounds, 

diaae Coltan, trom Springfield to Great- Barrington, 
forty-three miles, twenty-ono Pounds ten Shillings. 

Hovland and Goodwin, from Cambridge to Falmouth, 
cighty-ono miles, fifly Pounds twelve Shillings and six 
Pence. 

And these four last are dismissed tho service, 

The Militia Bill was again taken into consideration. 

The House being informed that the Army was in gront 
want of Wood, 

Ordered, hat the following gentlemen repair’ immedi« 
ately to the towns respectively sct against their names, and 
represent to the Committees of Correspondence, Select- 
men, and inhabitants of such towns, the distresses of thd 
Army on that account, and the great danger tlfe country is 
exposed to from a dispersion of the Army, which must 
take place if it is not supplied with Wead; and, to use 
their utmost endeavours to prevail with them to exort 
themselves at this critical juncture, to supply the Army 
with not only sueh quantity as has been heretofore set an 
each town by this Court, but as much move as they possi 
bly can, at Joast half as inuch more as has been set oi 
them as aforesnid, viz: 

Captain Parker, to the Town of Roxbury, 

Colonel Norton, to the Town of Dedham,” 

Colonel] Lovell, to tha Town of Stoughton, 

Mr, Mithington, to the Town of Dorchester, 

Golonel Thayer, to tha,Town of Bratnirec, 

Mr. Pose, to the ‘Town of Milton, 

Colonel Barret, to the Town of Concord, 

Mr. Fessenden, to the Town of Lexington, ° 
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Colonel Elowe, to the Town of Bedford, 
Major Brooks, to the Town of Lincoln, 
Captain Walker, to the Town of Hilnington, 
Colonel Perry, to the Town of Natick, 
Captain White, to the Town of Needham, 
Major 2ufler, to the Town of Newton, 
Deacon Leonard, to the Town of Heston, 
Major Blood, to the Town of Waltham, 
Mr, Hendrick, to the Town of Stoncham, 
Captain Hobart, to the Town of Malden, 
Mr. Ingalls, to the Town of Reading, 
Major Johuson, to the Town of FVoburn, 
Captain Brown, to the Town of Watertown, 
Major Biss, to the Town of Medford, 

Me, Perry, to the Town of Medfield, 
Captain Carpenter, to the 'Town of Walpole. 


Ordered, That My. Gerry, Captain Partridge, Mr. 
Pitts, Colonel Dwight, and Colonel Cushing, be a Com- 
mittee to consider what towns it would be expedient to 
send to for Wood, which are ata greater distance from the 
Camp than those specified ina Resolve of this House of 
the 2d instant, and report to the House. 

Benjamin Chadbourn, Esq., biought down the Report 
of the Committee of both Louses appointed to wait on, 
und represent to General FPashington, the circumstances 
of four Companies, now doing duty in the Towns of Brain- 
tree, Weymouth, and Ilingham, via: 

The Committee of both Llouses “ appointed to wait on, 
and represent to his Kxecllency General (Washington, the 
circumstances of four Companies now doing duty in the 
Towns of Braintree, Weymouth, and Lingham, setting 
forth by whose order they were raisod; that they were 
then considered as part of the thirteen thousand six hun- 
dred men agreed to be inlisted by this Colony, where they 
have dono duty, &¢., and to request that his Excellency 
would order them to be paid by the United Colonies,” beg 
leave to represent, that as the propriety of such an order de- 
pends upon various circumstances; and, as inany important 
mutters are constantly soliciting his Excellency’s attention, 
the Committce report the following state of facts to be 
Jaid before him, so that he may be the better enabled to 
answer the request of this Court: 

Upon application from the towns aforesaid,»(as also from 
those of Chelsea and Aalden,) on or ubout the Ist of May 
last, to the Committee of Safaty of this Colony, who then 
had the direction of raising and stationing the fees within 
the same, praying that they would (from a consideration of 
tho situation of said towns, and that the enemy could land 
in auy of them fiom Boston Harbour within an hour after 
they enter their boats, and jn some parts in less than half 
an hour; and also that they could from thence casily pe- 
netrate into the country,) order a detachment from the 
camps, as a guard, to be stationed in these towns. ‘The 
said Committee of Safety, with the Council of War, afer 
fall inquiry and deliberation, determined that it was neces- 
sary that a party should be constanily stationed on tho sea- 
coasts of these towns, to wateh the motions of the cnemy, 
and prevent thoir landing; but as no troops could well be 
-spared at that tirne fram either of tho camps of Cambridge 
or Rowbury, they directed that there should immediately 
be raised oné company in Kingham, ono in Weymouth, and 
two in Braintree, (also two at Chelsea and Malden,) and 
that these companies should be joined to such regiments in 
future, as should be directed. ‘The men were inised, as 
ordered, and were then, and ever have been considered as 

artof the thirteen thousand six hundred men to be raised 
te this Colony; they were so considored by tho General 
Officers, and have *been employed in such services, place, 
and places, as the Commanding Officer at Rowbury hath 
from time Co tine directed, as will appear by his orders to 
the several Captains of said companies, somo copies of 
which accompany this representation, A company from 
Roxbury was, as saon as the state of that camp would ad- 
mit of jt, detached to the assistance of these four companies, 
and upon their boing remanded in Augus? last, wo other 
companies, also part-of the Continental Army, were sent 
to supply their place, and the place of a company drawn 
from Cohasset, a town adjoining t8 Hingham, When these 
four companies were raised, this Colony had it not in con- 
templation to raise men for the general defence of the sca- 
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coasts;and they never have been considered by us in any 
other point of view than as part of our quota for the eon 
mon defence; and being stationed far within the narrow 
limits of the Harhour of Boston, his Excellency will, un- 
doubtedly, from all these considerations, grant the reason 
ablo request of this Court, and order these forces to ba paid 
by the Onited Colonies. i 

In Council, December 26, 1775: Read, and accepted, 
aud, thereupon, Resolved, That the Comrnittes who were 
appointed to wait upon his Excelleney General Washing~ 
fon, with a representation of the state of the said four com- 
panies, be excused that part of their service; and that the 
Committee appointed to wait upon his Excellency to re- 
quest his informing this Court how far be will extend his 
Guards, &c., present him with the foregoing Report and 
Representation, with the papers accompanying the same, 
and request his oidering payment to said companies, 

Read, and concurred. 

A Petition of Duncan Campbell, praying that he may 
have liberty to send a vessel to Zobaga, in ballast. React, 
and committed to Mr. Speaker, Major Lfatwley, and Mr. 
Sullivan. 

Resolved, That it be vecommended to the Town of 
Newton, to sond to Roxbury one half of the Wood which 
they were, by x Resolve of this House, desired to sand to 
Cambridge. 

‘The Militia Bill was recommitted at largo, and Major 
Hatvley and Mv. Gerry were added to the Committee, 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker and Mr. Cushing he a» 
Committee to wait upon the Quatermaster-General, and 
desire him to make a retuin to this Tous, weekly, of what 
Wood he receives frou the several towns which the House 
has recommended to supply the Army with, And also to 
represent to them tho necessity this House conecive there 
is of having proper wood-yards provided, and persons at 
hand to pay br what may bo carried to such yards, 

The [louse then adjourned till ton o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. . 


Wednosday, Decombor 27, 1775. 

A Petition of David Pratt and others, a Conimittee of 
Spencertown, in the County of Albany, and Colony of 
New- York, setting forth, that carly last Spring the inhabi- 
tants of that town formed a company of Minate-Men, who, 
on the 23d of Aprié last, set out on their mareh for Boston; 
but being stopped by the advice of Colonel Fellows, and 
that of the Committee aforesaid, who became bound to pa 
thom for their service until the 5th of May following, aa 
represented in said Petition, they then received orders to 
march to Lake-George, but Gener) Schuyler having re 
fused to pay them for any serviea before tho said 26th 
May, without the desire of this Court, they pray the Court 
to signify to him their opinion hereon. 

Read, and committed to Doctor IVhiting, Mr. Whitney, 
and Deacon Wood. 

On the Memorial of Milam Powell, outered the 21st 
instant: 

Resolved, That the Schooner of about sixty tons, men- 
tioned in the Memorial of [Madam Powell, of Salem, in the 
County of Zivsev, be permitted to proceed on a voyage to 
any part of Lurope, ov to the IFest-ndies, (the Dominions 
of Great Britain excepted,) for the purpose of procuring 
Gunpowder, or other necessary stores, provided the owner 
of the vessel enter into bonds, with sufficient suretiga, in 

athe sum of one thousand Pounds, to be taken by the Com- 
mittee of Safety of Salem, in the name of the Treasuror 
of this Colony ; that said Schooner shall proceed on said 
voyage with cash only, (as is proposed in the Mamorial,) 
with all possible despatch, and bring nothing back except 
Gunpowder, or other Military Stores, if a full load ofthe 
former cannot be obtained, and land the same in somo part 
of this Colony, Boston and Nantucket oxcepted. =,” 


Moses Gill, Esq., brought down Petition of Mig De- 
both Cushing, wile of the Lonournble Thomas Gpshing, 
Esq., one of the members of the Continanital *Gongress, 
setting forth, that Mr, Cushing’, being at the'thie of com~ 
mencing hostilities by the Ministerial-troops; called out of 
Beston on publick business, was prayented -from getting 
out any of his household furniturejexdept one or two beds ; 
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and, therefore, praying the Count to grant her the use of the 
furniture which belonged to the late Governour Hutchinson, 
now it the hands of the Committee of Correspondence, for 
the Town of Milton. 

Jn Council, December 27, 1775: Read, and Ordered, 
That Moses Gill, Esq., with such as the honourable [louse 
shall join, be 1 Committee (o consider said Petition, and 
repatt. 

ee and concurred, and Mr, Pétis and Deacon Nichols 
are joined. 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed, with whom 
the Commissary-General may advise and consult, with re- 
spect to the purchase of Military Stores, and that Mr, De- 
vans, Mr, Phillips, and Mr, Pitts, bea Committeo to bring 
in a Resolve stating the commission of such a Committee, 

The Committee on Accounts wero directed to allow 
Doctor’s Accounts, so far as they were for services dono be- 
fore the first day of August last. 

Ordered, That Mr, Partridge bring in a Resolve di- 
recting the Committee for procuring Saltpetro to deliver 
what they procure into the care of the Commissary-Ge- 
neral. 

Resolved, That three o’clock in the afternoon be assigned 
for the consideration of the Report of the Committee ap- 
pointed to consider the state of the Boston and Charles- 
town Poor, 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board 
to desire they would send down the Resolve which passed 
this House relative to the Estates of the Refigess, 

Ordered, That Mr, Speaker, Mv. erry, and Colonel 
Thurston, with such as the honourable Board may join, be 
a Committeo to consider the Petition of tho Town of Lar- 
vard, ontored tho 25th current. 

Resolved, That Colonel Porter, Deacon Cheever, and 
Mv. Pitts, be a Committee to advise with the Commissary- 
General in procuring and depositing such Ordnance and 
other Military Stoves as this Court have ordered to be pur- 
chased for tho use of the Colony. 


Tho House considered tho Petition of Charles Chauncy, 
Esgq,, in behalf of Neal Medntyer, brought down Decem- 
ber 20th, and the Vote of Council thereon. 

Read, and concurred, and Colonel Zhompson and Mr, 
THopleins ave joined, 

* James Prescott, Usq., brought down the Resolve of this 
House relative to disposing of the Nstates of the Refugees. 


Tho Committee appointed to inquire what quantity of 
Sultpetre will be procurod by the Committea on Saltpetre, 
having acquaintod themselves relative to the matter, and 
being persuaded that jn a month or two, ovo ton of Salt 
petro xt least will be procmed by them, which, at seven 

hillings per pound, amounts to soven hundred Pounds: 

Therolore, Resolved, What tha Recsiver-General of this 
Colony he directed to pay Captain Peele two hundied and 
fily Pounds; Dr. Whiting, one hundred and fifty Pounds; 
Deacon Baker, one hundred and filty Pounds} aud Mr. 
Phipps, the other one bundred and ‘fifty Pounds, which 
pet letes the sum above-mentioned—thoso gentiemen be- 
ing tho Committee upon Saltpetro, and that they sevotally 
ba accountable to this Court for the above said sums. 


Aflornoon. 

The Committee to whom was refered the Petition of 
ithe Committee of Frenchman’s Bay, relative to 0 quantity 
of Grain, &o., from Virginia, consigned to the Committeg 

of Donations for the Poor of Boston, :eported, that said 
. a tition be handed to the Committee of Donations, that 
hy ny act thereon as they shall judge proper. 

Road, and accepted, and, accordingly, Ordered, To be 
handed.€o the said Committee of Donations, they to act 
thereon as they thf proper. 

Mr. hae order of tha Committoe of Accounts, 
nid before the House tha appointment of Joseph Pearse 
Palmer, as Quartermaster-General of the Massachusetts 
Forces, and an Account of his services, and roquested the 
instructions of the House ; 

» Whereupon, Ordered, That the Commitice co not take 
athe same into consideration ontil-the said Palmer makes 
‘application by way of petition,” 


PR 
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It was moved that the senso of the House be taken on 
this question, proposed by the Committee on Accounts, 
via: Whether they ought to allow such Accounts of 'Ta- 
vernkeepers, for billoting soldiers, ns are so general that 
the Committee cannot determine whether thoy are reason« 
able or not? And the question being put, it passed in the 
negative. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to know if they have passed upon a Resolve of this [ouse, 
directing how the Bills of Cicdit should be signed. 

Ordered, That Mr, Lobart, Colonel Cushing, and Mv. 
Pitis, be a Committee to consider what shall be done with 
those Bills of Credit which specify a different denomina- 
tion on tho back to what is expressed on the face of’ the 
Bill, and to detormine how they shall be received in pay- 
iment. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourablo Board, 
desiring that they would send down tha Resolve of this 
House relative to tho payment of Muster-Rolls, if they 
have not passed upon it. ‘ 

John Taylor, Fsq., brought the sume down aecordingly, 
and, also, brought down a Resolve, certifying the appoint- 
ment of the gentlemen delegated by the Court to represent 
this Colony at the Continental Congress, and exprosaing 
their comission. 

Rasolvod, 'Thut the Conunittee appointed by thir Court 
to purchase Saltpetio, be, and diuy hereby are directed to 
deliver all tha Saltpotva they shall purchase, in pursuance 
of their commission, to Rickard Dovans, Esq, and take 
his reevipt for the same, 

Resolved, That Llenry Gardner, isq., Reeciver-Geno- 
ral of this Colony, be, and he heroby is dirocted to pay 
unto Thomas Crafts, Misq., and others, (a Committee ap- 
pointed by this Court to provide for such of the Poor of 
Boston as havo, or may bo sent out of snid town to Poine- 
hla) the sum of one hundred Pounds, for the purpose 
aforesaid, said Committee to be accountable to this Court 
therefor. 

Tho Houso considored the Resolve for stationing Forces 
to guard the Soa-Consts, 

Tho House then adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow 
moming. 


« Thuraday, Docembor 28, 1775. 

Ordered, That Colonel Otis, Mr. Phillips, Captain Care 
penter, Mr, Morgan, and Colonel Norton, be a Commitice 
to take into consideration some proper method, by which 
this Colony may bo supplied with a quantity of Wool, 

ho House considered, and non-coucurred a Resolve of 
the honourable Board, brought down the 26th current, for 
tho purpose of appointing a Committee to consider and 
roport a Rosolve directing how the Bills of Credit should 
be signed and numbered, and what allowance the siguors 
and numberors shall haye for their servicesy 

Whereupon, Ordered, That My, Singledary, Mr. Brown 
of Abington, and Mr. Pidllips, be n Committee for that 
purposa. 

Ordered, That a messago go to tho honourable Board, 
to know if they have passed upon a Resolve of this House 
directing haw the Bills of Credit should be signed, 

Accordingly, Jedediah Foster, Esq, came down, and 
informed the [louse that the honourable Board had non- 
concurred the said Resolve, and, at the same time, brought 
down a Report of the Committee of both Houses, on tho 
Petition of Mrs. Deborah Cushing, read yesterday, vias 

Resolved, That the prayer of said Petition be granted, 
and that the Committee of Correspondence of the ‘Town of 
Milton be, and hereby are directed to deliver to said De- 
borah Cushing such, and so much of the household furni+ 
ture now in their hands, belonging to the Jate Governour 
Juichinson, (A) as she may need, and take her recoipt 
therefor, the said Thomas Cushing, Esq., tg be accounta- 
ule to this, or some future General Assembly of this Colo- 
ny, for the same, and the aforesnid Commitica are direoted 
to get such articles as said Deborah may receive apprized, 
by three indiflerent persoms, under oath, and lodge a copy 
of said apprizement in the Secretary’s Office. 

da Council, December 28, 1775: Read, and accepted, 
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Jabez Fisher, Esquire, brought down the following Re- 
solve, which passed the honourable Boaid the 27th cur- 
ret, viz: 

Whereas, many Accounts against this Colony are exhi- 
bited by Innbolders, and others, without any charge of the 
particulary articles which would justify tho foot of such ac- 
Counts ; 

Therefore, Resolved, That all Accounts exhibited against 
this Colony in future, by Innholders, or others, shall paiti- 
cularly specify the several articles and charges thereof, 
which may, collectively, make up the foot of such Ac- 
counts, and no others will be received; and that this Re- 
solve be published in the Matertown, Cambridge, and 
Worcester Newspapers, for three weeks successively, next 
after the date hereof. 

The Resolve of this House containing directions to the 
Committee on Muster-Rolls, which was brought down yes- 
terday, was read, and recommitted to Major Hawley, Mr. 
Sullivan, and Captain Partridge, who, having amended the 
same, reported. Read, and accepted, as follows, viz: 

Ordered, That the Committee of both Houses, lately ap- 
pointed to examine the Muster-Rolls ordered by this Court 
tobe made up to the ist of August last, be directed not only 
carefully to see to it, that all such stoppages be made on the 
said Rolls as are directed to be made by the Resolve passed 
in the House on the 8d of November last, and concurred by 
the Council on the Gth of the same month, but that they 
diligently inquire, and endeavour fully to find out, whether 
any officer, or officers, borne on such Rolls, are indebted 
to the Government for any moneys reccived to pay their 
regiments or companies their advance pay, which they have 
not accounted for to tha Paymasters of the Colony; and, 
also, whether any non-commissioned officers or privates 
have received their advance pay more than once ; and in all 
instances whero the said Committees shall find that any 
officers or privates aia indebted to the Goveinment on 
such accounts, that they stay the payment of so much of 
the wages of the particular person so indebted, whether 
officers or soldiers, borne on the said Rolls, as may indem- 
nify the Government; and, in order more effectually to do 
the same, the said Committee is hereby directed and em- 
powered to call upon such of the Commissaries, Pay mas- 
ters, and, Committees of Supplies, as have been in the 
senyiggil this Colony, for all accounts and certificates ne- 
ecssitryyto @nable them to make the stoppage, as aforesaid ; 
and that an addition be immddiately mado to the said Com- 
mittee, of two on the part of the House, and one on tho 
part of the Board, and that any five of such incrensed Com- 
mittee be a quorum, and that tho said Committee be here- 
by directed gnd required, constantly to attend the business 
of examining and correcting the suid Rolls, until they shall 
be finished, and, from time to time, as soon as they shall 
have passed on such Rolls, that they present the same to 
thehonourable Board for their concurrence, and that the 
Board, as soon as they shall have passed thereon, make 
their warrant on the Treasurer for what shall appear to be 
due to each man borne on the said Rolls, 

Ordered, .That Major Gooding and Colonel Porter be 
added to the Commitice above-mentioned, on the part of 
the House. 


The [guse again considered the Resolve for stationing 
Pordes to fhard the Sea-Coasts, and the fuither considera- 
tion thereof was put off to three o’clock in the afiernoon. 


Ordered, That Mr. Pitts bring in a Resolve, empow- 
ering the Committee appointed to consider the information 
against Mr. Elias [laskitt Derby, to send for witnesses, 


jee — 


a Aflernoon. 

John Taylor, Esg,, brought down the following Ro- 
solve, viz: 

In Council, December 28, 1775: Resolved, That it bo, 
and it hereby is recommended to the Selectmen of the 
several Towns in’ this Colony, a3 soon ds may be, to call 
their towns ipgsther, and to ingart in the Warants to he 
by them issted for calling said Town Meetings, a clause or 
article for devising ways and means for introducing the art 
of manufacturing: Saltpetre into private families in such 
towns; and it is. hereby recommended to the said towns to 
appoint Committees, and grant all such encouragement as 
they shall jadge proper to this necessary business. And it 

Fourtu Sentes.—Vow. tv. ‘ 
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is recommended to the Selectmen to Iay before their towns 
for their consideration, the several methods for collectin, 

materials and making Saltpetre, which have been publishec 
by the honourable the Continental Congress, and by this 
Court, 

And it is further recommended to all private families to 
exert themselves in collecting earth from the foundations of 
houses, barns, stables, dove-houses, and allother buildings, 
and fiom cellars und other places, and in leaning the art 
of extracting Saltpetre from the same, (A.) 


The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve direct- 
ing how the Bills of Credit should be numbered and signed, 
repoited. The Repoit was read, and considered, and re- 
committed, 


The Report of the Committee appointed to bring m a 
Resolve for establishing of Forces to guard the Sea-Coast, 
was again considered, and accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

Whereas, the time for which the men raised by this Co- 
lony for the defence of the Sea-Const thercof, is near ex- 
pired, and it being necessary that there should he new 
levies for that purpose: 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That there shall be forthwith 
raised and iulisted in the pay of this Colony, for the de- 
fence of the same, twelye hundred men, upon the follow- 
ing establishment, to serve and be in pay from the tine of 
their marching fiom their homes to their tespective stations, 
(provided they pass muster,) to the last day of December, 
1776, unloss the General Court shall see fit to discharge 
them, or any part of them, before; each Company to have 
one Captain and two Licutenants, three Sergeants, three 
Corporals, one Drummer, and one Fifer ; tho Captain’s pay 
to be five Pounds eight Shillings per month; the First 
Licutenant’s pay, threo Pounds twelve Shillings per month ; 
and the Second Licutenant’s, three Pounds three Shillings 

er month ; each Sergeant’s pay, forty-four Shillings ; cach 

orporal’s and Drunrmer’s, forty Shillings, and Filer’s and 
Piivate’s pay, thirty-six Shillings per month ; and whére it 
may be necessary to appoint a Wield-Officer or Officers 
over some pait of tho said men so raised, the pay of a 
Chief or First Colonel shall be nine Pounds, a Lieutenant- 
Colonel eight (A) Pounds, and for n Major seven Pounds per 
month, accounting thiity days ton month. And that each 
officer and soldier aforesaid, shall arm and equip himself 
with a good, effective fire-arm, carvidge-box, blanket, and 
knapsack, halfa pound of powder, twenty bullets, and four 
flints; and vo non-commissioned oflicer or private soldier 
shall he allowed to pass muster, unless so equipped and 
provided. And it is recommended to the Selectmen of 
ench town, that they, out of their town’s stock, supply the 
persons so inlisted, being inhabitants of their town, with 
the quantity of ammunition aforesaid, on such persons pay- 
ing a teasonable price for the same, and boing otherways 
unable to procure it. 

And itis also Resolved, That cach officer and private 
soldier shall within two months noxt after passing muster, 
be further armed and equipped with a bayonet and belt, 
and a canteen sufficient to hold one quart, upon penalty of 
having six Shillings a month deducted out of their wiges for 
all the time they shall be unprovided therewith, after the 
expiration of the said two months; and the Capfain or 
Commanding Officer who shal} make up the Muster-Rolls, 
is hereby ordered to deduct the same. J 

And itis also Resolved, That the allowance of provisions 
to each officer and private soldier, by the day, shall be one 
pound of (B) flour bread, or one pound and-a-quarter ‘of 

vother bread, one pound af porl, or one pound and-a-quar- 
ter of beef; and where salt fish can be haf, they’ shall be 
allowed one pound of fish one clay in seven, instead of one 
day’s allowance of meat; also one Shilling and eight Penea 
per week to purchase milk, butter, peas, and other sauce, 
sa and vinegar, ‘ 
nd it is Resoved, That there shall, upon the afore- 
said establishment of the twelve hundred men aforesaid, | 
bo stationed ata place called Martha's Vineyard; in this 
Colony, two Companics, consisting of seventy fygeayen 
each, including officers. seep Re 
And itis also Resolved, That there shall be;stationad 
upon the same establishment at the 2ézibetl- Islands, in 
this Colony, two Companias, to consipt of soventyfive men 
exch, including officers; Whioh foys: Companies aforesaid 


rig 
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shall bo under the field command of n Major, to be appoint- 
ed over them by the Court, 

And it is also Resolved, That a Commissary be ap- 
pointed by this Court, to supply the four Companies afore- 
said with barracks, wood, and utensils to cook in, and their 
allowance of provisions and money, according to the afoie- 
going establishment, till the further order of this Court. 

And it ts Resolved, That there shall be stationed at 
Plymouth, tity men, inclading officers, upon the sama es- 
tablishment; and that there shall be a Commissary ap- 
pointed by this Coprt to supply said Company with bar- 
racks, wood, and utensils to cook in, and their allowance 
of provisions and money according to the establishment 
aforesaid. 

And it is also Resolved,.That there shall be stationed at 
Marblehead two Companies, to consist of soventy-five men 
each, officers included, one Captain of which Companies 
shall havo the chief command of both. 

And it is Resolved, That there be stationed at Salem, 
one Company, to consist of fifty men, including officers, 
and that a Commissary be appointed by this Court to sup- 
ply said Companies at Swlem and Marblehead with the 
allowance of provisions and money aforosaid, and to pro- 
vide for them, if necessary, wood, barracks, and utensils to 
cook in. 

And that there be stationed at Gloucester, four Compa- 
nies, two whereof shall consist of sixty-three men cach, 
including ofliceis, and tho other two to consist of sixty-two 
meu each, including oficcrs, and to be under the command 
of a Colonel, to be appointed by this Court, as alroad 

rovided; and that a Commissary be appointed by this 

Zourt to supply thom with the allowanco as is above pro- 
vided for the others on the same establishment; and with 
barracks, wood, and utensils to cool in, if necessary, 
2. And it is likewise Resolved, ‘That thera shall bo sta- 
tioned at Hatmauth, in the County of Cundberland, five 
Companies, to consist of cighty men cach, including ofti- 
cors; two Companies whereof shall bo raised of the inha- 
bitants of said County; two of tho inhabitants of tho 
County of York; and ono of tho inhabitants of the County 
of Lincoln, to he under tho command of one Colonel and 
one Major, to be chosen and appointed over thom by this 
Court; of which men the Commanding Officer shall place 
necessary guards on Kennebeck-River, at Harpswell, 
Brunswick, North-Yarmouth, New-Casco, Cape-diliza- 
beth, Scarborough, on Saco-River, and in such othor 
one as he shall think necessary for tho defence of the 
Province of Maine, and that a Commissary be appointed by 
this Court to supply said Companies vith their allowance 
of monoy and provisions, according to the abovo establish- 
ment, and with barracks, wood, and utensils to cook in. 

And it is also Resolved, Vhat the Council shall, and 
they hereby are empowered forthwith to issuo their war- 
yant to the Treasurer, directing him to pay the aforesaid 
Glagonnissagios when chosen, the sum of fifty Shillings for 
“onch officer and soldier, which they ave to provide for re- 
spectively sthe said Commissaries giving bonds with sufli- 
cient sureties, as the Council shall direct, that the moneys 
which they shall, from time to time, receive by warrant of 
Counoil for the purpose aforesaid, shall be by them faith- 
fully expended in supplying and providing for the Compa- 
snied inde thelr respective oare, and accounted for accord- 
ingly add’the Counoil are farther empowered, at the ex- 
piration of two months, to order to each Commissary afore- 
said, wh6 shal! well and truly account with this Court, or 
such Committee as shall be by them appointed for this 

uarpose, for that part of the sum aforesaid, which he shall” 

ave received, the futher sum of five Pounds for each 
officer and soldier under his care, or such a part thereof as 
‘stiall be found necessary to furnish supplies four months; 
and at'the expiration of that, or any other time for which 
moneys shall be en to each Commissary for supply- 
ing the forces as aforesaid, to renew their drafts in the said 
proportion of twenty-five Shillings a man per month, or so 
much thereof es shall be found necessary, until the Bist of 
December next, provided the Commissaries shall, respec- 
tively, continue to account for the sunis they shall receive 
as aforesaid, and the Forces shall not be dismissed before 
fiom the service of this Colony, 
‘Also, Resalved, That the Gaptait of each Company 
afovaseid be, and hereby is directed "to, make *p his Mus- 
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ter-Roll the last day of February noxt, and afier that time, 
quarterly, so long as ho shall continue in tho service as 
aforesaid, and to direct the Company to draw on the Trea. 
surer in favour of some person whom they shall appoint ta 
receive the same; and that the Council aro futher em- 
powered to issue their warrants on the Treasury for pay- 
ment thereof, to the porsons on said Rolls, or their order, 

Resolved, That tho Commanding Officor of each Com. 
pany shall canse them to be improved in military discipling 
(unless otherwise upon duty) once, or oftener, each day, 
excepting the Sabbath, and order them to avoid an unne- 
cessniy expense of ammunition; and cach non-commission- 
ed officer or solilier who shall act in opposition to this 
Reosolve, or disobey the lawful commands of either of his 
oflicers relative to tho premises, and be thereof convicted 
before a majority of the Sea-Const commissioned Ofiicers, 
stationed in the same town with him, shall forfeit and have 
deducted from his wages a sum not exceeding six Shillings, 
nor less than one Shilling for each oflence, 

Resolved, Uhat thera be appointed one person in oach 
County where tho Sca-Const Men are stationed, to muster 
the same; and each Sea-Coast ONicer shall, ou an alarm, 
be under command of any Officer of the Militia of superior 
tanks and superior to any Officer of the Militia of equal 
rank, 

Resolved, That the Sea-Coast Forees shall be subject 
to, and governed by the samo Articles of War, or Regula- 
tious, which shall be provided for the Militia of ‘life Colo. 
ny, whee iised in consequence of an alarm} and whers 
no Hield-Oficer, or Officers, are appointed over tha said 
Worees they shall, during their continuance on nny station, 
bo so far considered belonging to the Ragiment of whieh 
said station, or plage, iy a pail, as to bo tried and punished 
for any brencl of said Articles of War, by 2 Cout-Martial, 
consisting of the ofticers of tho suid Roginient, and the 
Forces aloresaid ; or such a part thereof as the said Arti- 
clus shall direct. 

And it is also Resolved, That there shall be stationed 
at Kittery-Point, ono Company, of fifty *men, including 
oflicors, under tho same laws, regulations, and establish- 
ments aforesaid, the Commanding Officer of which Com- 
pany, shall keep a Sergeant’s Guard at Yord; and that a 
Commissary bo appointed by this Court to supply said 
Company with the provisions, money, barracks, &c., ag 
above-mentioned for others on the same establishment, 

Resolved, That Colonel Leceman be, and hereby is ap. 
poe and directed to send a printed copy of the above 
Establishment, with Inlisting Orders, and ions of Lolist. 
ment, to tho soveral Captains that may be chosen by this 
Court on said Establishment, 

Ordered, That tho Committee who reported the fore. 
going Rosolvo consider a proper provision for defence of 
Sheepscut-River, and other oxposed parts of the Sea- 
Const, : 

Rosolved, That Captain Goodman bo, and he hereby is 
directed to repair immediately to LartfordiiingCounoctiont, 
and engage the gontlemon, whom he was Appoldted-to ‘at 
tond to Stoughton and Andover, on the busingss of crecting 
Powder-Mills, to come without delay to this place, 

The Iouso then adjourned till ten o’clock, to-morrow 
morning. = 

Friday, December QO, 1775. * 

A Petition of Samuel Jackson, of Plymouth i&etting fotth, 
that George Erving, of Boston, is in debt to him the sum 
of seventy-five Pounds two Shillings and four Pence; 
that he has in his posssesion a quantity of Molasses of said 
Erving’s, which the Court ordered totbo delivered to the 
Commissary-General of the Continental Army, and having 
no other way of gatting his debt, prays tho consideration of 
this Court, Read, and committed to Mr, Sullivan, Colo- 
nel Porter, and Mr. Cooper. 

Resolved, That the form of Beating Orders and Tolist- 
ments for raising Men, in this Colony serviceato defend tho 
Sea-Const, on the Establishment by this Court for the your 
1776, be as follows, viz: ‘ 

Li hy ae a eee 

“Sm: You are herebf empowered immediately to inlist 
B company, to consist of +... + . able-bodied effec- 
tive men, including officers, &e., as soldiers in the Massa- 
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chusetts service for the défence of the sea-coast in this 
Colony, agreeuble to an establishment made for the defence 
of the sea-const for the year 1776, and cause them to pass 
muster as soon as may be, ' 

“oe... dayof,.... A.D, 1776,” 


We, the subscribers, do hereby engage and inlist our- 
selyes as Soldiers in the service of the Massachusetts Co- 
lony, for the defenco and protection of the Sea-Consts in 
said Colony, from the day of our inlistment to tho last day 
of December, 1776, on the establishment for that purpose 
made, unless the said service shall admit of a discharge of 
a part or the whole sooner, which is to be determined by 
the General Court of said Colony. And we do hereby 
oblige ourselves to subinit to all the orders and regulations 
of the Army, and ‘faithfully to observe and obey all such 
orders as we shall, from time to time, receive from our su- 
perior officers,” 


Ordered, That the following gentlemen be a Commit- 
tee to proportion four thousand Blankets to be procured 
for the Army, on the several Towns in the Counties here- 
after mentioned, viz: For Suffoll, Colonel Lovell; Es- 
sea, Mr. Jewett; Hampshire, Major Bliss ; Barnstable, Col- 
onel Otis; Dulces- County, Colonel Norton; Worcester, 
Mr. Bancroft ; Middlesex, My. Johnson; Plymouth, Colonel 
Mitchell ; Bristol, Colonel Godley ; York, Colonel Cutt; 
Berkshire, Major Sinith, 

The Resolve of this Llouse relative to the Estates of the 
Refugees, read, and committed to Mr. Nye, Mr. Lovey, 
and Mx. Llobart. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to apportion 
four thousand Blankets, &¢., be instructed to pay a due 
consideration to those Towns from which a Jate dralt of the 
Militia has been made, and also to those Towns where the 
Sea-Coast Forces are to be raised, 


Ordered, That the Committee appointed to consider 
what Fees ave proper to be allowed to the Courts of Ad- 
miralty, sit forthwith, 

The Report of the Committee of both Houses on the 
Petition of Deborah Cushing, brought down yosterday, was 
read and concunied, with the amendment at A, via: AuA 
insett “in the judginent of said Committee,” 


MriPitts, agreeable to oider, reported tho following 
ResolVe7Which was read, and accepted, viz: 

Wherdns, information hasbeen given to the Committee 
appointed to ifgujre into the complaint against Mr, Has- 
kit Derby, rolative to his having violated a Resolve of the 
Continental ,Congress, that Jsrael Turner, of Pembroke, 
Captain Joshua. Burnam, of Ipswich, and Edward Davis, 
now at Barnstable, can give materiul evidence thereon ; 

Therefore, Resolved, That said Committee be, and are 
hereby empowgred and directed to summons them to ap- 
pear, or haye their depositions taken, propetly authenticated, 
and laid before this House. 

The Militia Bill was again considered and recommitted. 


ee) es 


Afternoon, 

Me. Speaker read to the House a Letter from Willian 
Watson, Esquire, dated Plymouth, December 27, 1775, in- 
forming him ofthe capture of a Sloop bound to Boston, from 
New-York, loaded with pork, beef, geese, apples, &c., sent 
by Governour Tryon, and taken by a Plymouth Privateer, 
accompanying a number of prisoners sent to this Court 
under the cllarge of Me. Elkanah Bartlett, 


‘Bonjamin Ldncoln, Esquire, brought down the follow- 
ing Vote of Council, viz: 

dn Council, Decesnber 29, 1775: Whereas, several of 
the United Colonies have of late thought it expedient and 
necessary to fit out Armed Vessels for the defence of Ame- 
rican liberty, and it appears to this Court necessary that 
measures be taken by this Colony for our further protection 
by sea; 2 * a & 

Y Therefore, Resolved, That John Adams and Joseph 
Palmer, Esqf, with sudh as the honourable [Touse shall 
join, be a Committee to consider and report to this Court a 
plan for fitting out one or mare Armed eave for the de- 
fence of American liberty. . 


Read, and concurred, and Colonel Orne, Mrz Brown, 


and Colone! Ovis, are joined, 
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The Militia Bill having gone through a second reading: 

Ordered, That it be immediately read again, 

The same Bill was accordingly read a third time, and re- 
committed, 


The House then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 

morning. 
Saturday, Decomber 30, 1775. 

Resolved, That those Officers nnd Men, of the four 
Companies now stationed at Braintree, Weymouth, and 
Hingham, who are not inlisted into the Continental Army, 
be, and they are hereby directed to continue and do duty 
on their posts until the further order of this Court. 


The Committee appointed to consider how the Bills of 
Credit of the present emission should be signed and num- 
bered, reported. Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That the several Bills for completing the sum 
of seventy-five thousand Pounds, whieh this-Court has or- 
dered to be emitted by a Ine Act, be signed and numbered 
in the following manner, viz: 

That the Bills of the several denominations, from eight 
Pence to seven Shillings, inclusively, be signed by any one 
of the Committee appointed for this purpose, as said Com- 
mittee shall agree. ‘That the Bills of the several denomi- 
nations, from ten Shillings to forty-eight Shillings, inclu- 
sively, be signed by any two of the same Committee. That 
one of them shall sign with black ink, and the other with 
red ink. The several Bills to be numbered by the above- 
mentioned Committee in such manner as shall by them be 
determined. 

Ordered, That Colonel Grout and Mr, Mills be added 
to the Committee appointed to consider the Accounts of 
Selectmen of sundry Towns for Provisions supplied the 
‘Lroops immediately after the batile of Leaington; and 
Colonel Zozwe in the room of Mr, Cross, absent. 

A Lettor from his Excellency General Washington, da- 
ted 29ih cusvent, relative to the four Companies doing duty 
at Braintree, Weymouth, and Hingham, and informing the 
Court that he docs not think himself at liberty to extend 
the Continental Guards beyond Squancum and Chelsea, 
&e. Read, and sent up. 

Order of the Day moved for. 

Ordered, That Major Bliss, Mr. Rice, and My, Hate, 
bo a Conimittec to count and sort the votes for soma gen- 
tlemen to serve on tho Commitice of Accounts in the room 
of Major Brooks, excused, a 

Who reported that Mr. Mighill was chosen. 

Resolved, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to inform them that this louse propose to come to the 
choice of Officers for the Sea-Const !"orces, at four o'clock, 
in the afternoon, by joint ballot, if agreeuble to the honours 
able Board. 


Tho Committce appointed to apportion four thousand 
Blankets on several Towns, &c., reported. 

Tho Report was read, and three o’clock, P. M., was 
assigned for the consideration of the same, ” 


— ahs 


ABemoon, 


Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
informing them that this House is ready, according to the 
Order of the Day, to proceed to the choice of Officers for 
the Sea-Coast Forces, and propose to begin with g Colonel 
to command the four Companies to be stationed’at Glou- 
fester. ay . 
Ordered, That Colonel Gardner, Deacon Ratvson, and 
Colonel Sayer, bo a Committee on the part of the House 
to count and sort the votes for the Officers aforesaid. 

Samuel Lfolten, Esquire, came down and informed the 
House, that the Board being engaged in business of ee 
tance, could not jn the forenoon send a message to inform 
the House that they agreed to their proposal af coming to 
the choice of Officers lo command at Gloucester, but that 
the Board was now ready to come to the choice of Co} 
onel to command the four Companies statigned there?“ 

Tho Committee having carried up the yétes, for a Col» 
onel to command the four Companies-ati@ loucester, re- 


ported that Colonel Joseph Foster was dhaden.: $ 
_ The same Committee desing otfied up the votes for 
2a 7 
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the Officers of the First Company for Gloucester, reported 
that the following gentlemen were chosen, viz: Daniel 
Warner, Captain; John Low, Jun, First Lieutenant; 
Solomon Gorham, Second Lieutenant. 

Ordered, That the same Committee inform the ho- 
nourable Board that the House apprehend thero is a press- 
ing necessity of an immediate appointment of the several 
Officers to command the Forces to be raised for defending 
the Sea-Const; nnd, especially, As the timo for which the 
Forces were inlisted, who aro now on that service, expires 
to-morrow, and, therefore, propose to proceed to the chojca 
of such Officers this evening, 

The same Committee having carried up the votes for 
the Officers of the Second Company for Gloucester, re- 
ported that thefollowing gentlemen were chosen, via: John 
Lane, Captain ; Jabez Lane, First Lieutenant; Moses t- 
kinson, Second Lieutenant. 

John Fhetcomb, Esquire, came down and informed the 
Houso that the honourable Bourd propose to put off the 
further choice of Officers for Gloucester, to Monday next, 
ter o'clock, A, M. 

John Taylor, Esquire, brought down the Resolve for 
stationing Forces to guard and defend the Sea-Const, with 
the following Vote of Council, viz: 

In Council, December 80,1775: Read, and concurred 
with the amendments at A and B, viz: At A, dele the 
words, “thirty days toa month,” and insort, “by ealondar 
months ;% and at Bs add © whéat.” 

Read, and concurred, 


Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
nprals them that this Louse will put off tho further 
oliaice of Officers for tho Town of Gloucester, to Monday 
next, ton o’clack, A. M., agreoable to the proposal of the 
hopaurable Board. 

The Militia Bill was again considered by the {Louse, and 
recommitted. 


The Louse adjourned till Monday next, ten o’clock. 


Monday, January 1, 1776, 
A Potition of John Willman, representing that he re- 
ceived a wound in his back at the battle on Bunker-Liill, 
on the 17th of, June Inst, and praying allowance for his 
recount of the charge and expense in curing it. 
Read, and committed to the Committee appointed to 
consider Petitions and Accounts of wounded men. 


A Bill to enable the [nhabitants of Lalmouth to recover 
Gooda taken from them during the late fire thers. Rend 
the first time, and ordered to be read again to-morrow 
morning, ten o'clock. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
informing them that this Ilouse is now ready, according to 
the Ordar of the Day, to come to the choice of Sea-Const 
Officers for the Third and Fourth Companios at Gloucester, 

The Committee Appointed to count and sort the voles 
for Officers to command the Sea-Const Forces, having car- 
ried up the votes for the Officers of the Third and Fourth 
Companies for Gloucester, reported that tho following gon- 
ctlemen were chosen, viz: 

‘+ Foy the Third Company: Bradbury Saunders, Cap- 
tain; TrattiquS dines, First Lieutenunt ; John Chandler, Se- 
cond Ligutenant, 

For the Fourth Company: /¥illiam Pearson, Captain ; 
Joseph Lane, First Lieutenant; James Haye, Second 
Lieutenant. 


‘The same Committee, having carried up the votes of 


° 


- the House for a Commissary for the four Companies to be 


stalighed at Gloucester, reported that Major Samuel Mhit- 
temdte Was vounimously chosen. 

_ Resolved, That three o'clock, in the afternoon, be as- 
signed for the,congideration of the pay of the Captains of 
the Minute-Companies, 

Ordered, That Colonel Freeman bring in a Resolvo 
far establishing another Commissary for the Companies to 
he stationed at Martha's Vineyard and Elizabeth- Islands. 

Samuel Holten, Esquite, came down and informed tho 
House that the honourable Board Propose to put off the 
fuyther choice of Officers for the Soa-Cogst Forces to some 

ihure time, ON yolk 
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Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
informing them that this House propose to procoad to the 
choice of Officers for the Sen-Coast lores nt three o’clock, 
in the afternoon, and to begin with the choice of Oflicers 
for the Companies to be stationed at Marblehead. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esquire, camo down and informed 
the House that tho honourable Board would proceed to 
the choice of Officers for tha Sea-Coast Forces at three 
o’clock, in the afternoon, agreeable to the proposal of the 
House. . 

Ordered, That Mv. Gray take a fair copy of the Mili- 
tia Bill, and that it be taken into consideration to-morrow, 
eleven o’clock, A. M. 

Whereas, the lata Congress of this Colony ordered that’ 
the Regiment under the command of Colonel Edmund 
Phinney should be marched from Falmouth to Tead- 
Quarters, and many of the persons who billeted them kept 
no paiticular account of the articles supplied, bat took the 
recoipts of the oflicers commanding the parties for tho 
game; _ 

It is, therefore, Ordered, That the Committeo of Ac- 
counts be directed to take under consideration these Re- 
ceipts, and that, when there shall not appear any fraud or 
injustice in such Receipts, ar any extravagance in the aes 
counts they refer to, they shall be allowed'ns good vouch- 
ers thereto, without the particulars of which said Agcounts 
consist being exhibited; and where it shall appear to said 
Committee that there is any extravaganco is said Accounts, 
they are directed to deduct the same. 


Afternoon, 
Ordered, That Major Brooks, Mr. Davis, and Colone} 
Godfrey, bo a Committee to consider and report soma 
directions to the Commitico on Muster-Rolls, with respect 
to the wages of Servants and Minors. 


Colonel Freeman, agreeable to order, reported the fol» 
lowing Resolve. Read, and accepted: =» : 

Whereas, by a Resolve of Count, which passed in this 
House on tho 281h day of December Jost, for rsising Forces 
for the defence of the Sea-Const, it was provided tliat one 
Commissary should be appointed to supply thé companies 
to be stationed on the ‘Elizabeth Islands and Marthas 
Vineyard with their allowance of provisions, money, woad, 
barracks, and utensils to cook in; and it being thought ne- 
cessary there should be more*than one for those Islands: 

Therefore, it is Resolved, That there shall be appointed 
one Commissary for Eizabeth-Islands, and ono for Mar~ 
tha’s Vineyard, instead of one for both. 

A Petition of Ebenezer Bradish, setting forth, that at 
the commencement of tho unhappy troubles with the pa 
ront state, his inn was open to tho hee acecss of such part 
of tho Army as assombled in Cambridge; that he frecly 
distributod necessaries to them, for which he received no 
allowanco, and praying tho consideration of tho Court. 

Read, and committed to Mr, Hessendan, J 
Mr. Hodges. 

A Memorial of Captain John Lane, eon, sotling 
forth, that ho has boen in commission upwards of twenty 
years; was the last year stationed with a company at 
Cape-Ann; and that, being now appointed to tha same 
service, ho prays ho may rank according to his services 
and commission, Read, and ordered to Jie, iy. 

Ordered, That a message go to the hondurable’ Bearll 
to inquire if they have passed npon the Resolve directing 
how the Bills of Credit should be signed. 


Ordered, That Colone] Cutt and Colonel Odie be on 
the Committee to count and sort the Sotes for Officers to 
command the Sea-Coast Forces, in the room of Colonel 
Gardner and Deacon Rawson, absent. 

Who, having carried up the votes for the Officers of two 
Campanies to be stationed at Marblehead, repdited that the 
following gentlemen were chosen, via: 

Yor the First Company: Francis Felton, Gaptain ; Bens 
jamin Ashton, First Licutenant; Nathaniel Lindsey, Se- 
cond Lieutenant. : > * 

For the Second Company: William Hooper, Captain; 
Robert Cloutman, First Gieutenant; Thomas Bowden, Se+ 
cond Lieutenant. “ 


The same Committee carried up the votes for the Off 





hee 
v 


* 
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cers to command the Forees to be stationed at Martha’s 
Vineyard, who reported that the following gentlemen were 
chosen, viz: 

Barachiah Basset, Eisq., Major. 

First Company: Nathan Smith, Captain; Jeremiah 
Manier, First Lieutenant; Fortunaius Basset, ‘Second 
Lieutenant. : 

Second Company: Benjamin Smith, enain Mela- 
tak Davis, Fivst Lieutenant; James Shaw, Second Lieu- 
tenant. 

Third Company : John Grannis, Captain ; James Blos- 
som, First Lieutenant; Samuel Hallet, Second Lieute- 
nant. 

Fourth Company; Elisha Nye, Captain; Stephen 
Nye, Jun., First Lieutenant; John Russell, Second Lieu- 
tenant. 

Mr. Stephen Nye and Colonel Beriah Norton, Com- 
missaries, 

The same Committee having carried up the votes for 
the Officers to command the Forces to be stationed at Fal- 
mouth, in the County of Cumberland, reported that the 
following gentlemen were chosen, viz: 

Joseph Frye, Esq., Colonel; Mr. Daniel Isley, Major ; 
James Sullivan, Esq., Commissary. 

For the First Company, to be raised in the County of 
Lincoln: Samuel McCobb, Captain; Benjamin Pattee, 
First Lieutenant; William Lithgow, Second Lieutenant. 

For-the Second and Fourth Companies, to be raised in 
the County of Cumberland: William Crocker, Captain; 
John Stkillin, First Licutenant; Ebenezer Morton, Second 
Lieutenant. , John Rice, Captain; Josiah Davis, Virst 
Lieatenant; Levt Loring, Second Lioutonant. 

For the Third and Pifth Companies, to bo raised in tho 
County of York: Benjamin Hooper, Captain ; ILumphrey 
Pike, First Lieutenant; Joseph Chadbourn, Second Licu- 
tenant, ‘Lobias Lord, Captain; Nathaniel Cousens, First 
Lieutenant; Edmund Webb, Jun., Second Lieutenant. 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay upon the table the 
establishment for the Sea-Coast Jorces, together with the 
form of the Beating and Inlisting Orders, 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to desire that they would, forthwith, call in their absent 
Members, that there may be a majority of the Council 
present gf thé Board. 

John Taylorg Wsq., came “down, and informed the House 
that a.quorum of the Board wore expected in to-morrow. 

The Committeo appointed to collect the votes for Ofli- 
cers (o command the Bon-Coast Forces, having carried up 
the votes for the Officers of the Company to be stationed 
at Kittery, reported that the following gentlemen wero 
chosen, vizs 

Philip Hubbard, Captain; Nathaniel Hobart, First 
Lieutenant; Nathaniel Bean, Second Licutenant; £d- 
ward Cutt, Esq., Commissary. 

The Houge then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 


vi a 


: 


, Tuesday, January 2, 1776, 

A Letter froin the Honourable John Hancock, Esq,, 
dated “ Congress-Chamber, December 23, 1775,” inform- 
ing the Court that the money ordered by the Court in con- 
sequence of our Accounts, would be ready to be forwarded 
in three days, &c. Read, and sent up. 


John Taylor, Esq., brought down the following Resolve, 
via: 

In Council, January 2, 1776: Whereas, an Order hath 
passedthis Court, directing the Commanding Officer of tho 
several Companies of Minute-Men and Militia, and, also, 
the Commanding Officers of the men stationed on the Sea- 
Ooasts, to lodge their respective Rolls in tho Secretary’s 
Office, in order to their beg examined and passed on, and 
no provision is ‘tharle iyysaid Order that a copy of such 
Roll shall hedodged with the Treasurer of this Cathay: 

Therefore, Resolvid, That Charles Chauncy, Bsq., with 
such as the hofiourable House shall join, be a Committee 
to consider of, and report what is further necessary for this 
Court to do touching the premisés. me 

Read, and concurred, and Mr, Mills and Deacon Stick- 
ney are joined. 
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A Petition of lvory Hovey, in behalf of the Eastern Dis- 
tricts, lying between the River of Penobscot and-Machias, 
praying the Court to establish a Court of Admiralty at 
Union- River, for reasons set forth in said Petition. Read, 
and committed to Colonel Orne and Mr. Hopleins, with 
such as the honourable Board shall join. 


Resolved, That three o’clock, in the afternoon, be as- 


signed to consider the Accounts of Labour done on Cam-~ 


bridge Bridge. ' 

Resolved, That the second reading of the Bill to enable 
the Inhabitants of Falmouth to recover Goods taken from 
them at the time of the late fire there, be put off to four 
o’clock, in the afternoon, 


The Bill, intituted An Act for forfning and regulating 
the Militia im this Colony,” read a third time, and passed 
to be engrossed. 


Afternoon 

Ordered, That Major Smith, Colonel Freeman, and 
Colonel Thurston, with such as the honourable Board shall 
join, be a Committee to inquire into the conduct of the 
Officers of the Companies stationed at Falmourh, in the 
County of Cumberland, at the time of the late fire there, 
and that the Committee on Muster-Rolls be directed to 
defer passing on the Muster-Rolls of those Companies, 
until the Committee now appointed shall report. 


A Petition of Joseph Pearse Palmer, praying a grant for 


his services as Quartermaster-General, from the Ist day of , 


May Inst to the 14th of August following. Read, and 
committed to Colonel Orne, Mr. Brown, of Boston, and 
Mr. Bent. ‘ 

Ordered, That Mr, Sullivan, Colonel Orne, and Mr. 
Gerry, bo a Committees to confer with Mr. Philips, on a 
proposal mado by him for erecting a Powder-Mill at An- 
dover. 

The Committee to whom was referred a’ Letter wrote by 
order of his Excellency General Washington, relative to a 
donation he had received from Fainfae, in Virginid, and 
requesting this House to receive and distribute the same, 
reported. Read, and accepted. 


Resolved, That Mr. Brown and My. Pitts be 4 Com~ 
mittee to wait on his Excellency General Washington, and 
acquaint him that a major part of the Committee of Dona~ 
tions are now out of Boston; and, as said Committee were 
appointed for the purpose of distributing those charities, 
and, being the best judges of the circumstances of said 
Poor, are better able to answer the benevolent intentions of 
the contributors; this Court would, therefore, reconimend 
it to his Excellency, that said Donation niay be paid to the 
Committee of Donations, for them to distribute among said 
Poor, if his Excellency shall judge proper. * 

Ordered, That Mr, Sullivan, Mr. Gerry, and Colonel 
Orne, bo a Commitice to bring in a Resolve for erecting 
another Powder-Mill. 


Ordered, That Major Hawley, Mr. Sullivan, Mu, Ger- 
ry, Colonel Freeman, and Colonel Orne, be a Committee 
to consider some, proper Orders and Regulations, to be ob- 
served by the Militia of this Colony when tHey%¥hall be 
drawn out on an alarm, and, also, to report what further 
measures are proper to be taken for the defence of this 
Colony. 

The Bill for enabling the Inhabitants of Falmouth to 
recover Goods taken fiom them at the time of the late fire 
there, Rend a second time, and ordered to lig. 

Ordered, That Mr. Freeman, Mri Sylttiazi, “and Mr. 
Hopkins, be a Committee to biing in a” Resolve for the 
purpose of the aforesaid Bill. 

The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 4 ; 


. 


= * 


Wodnosday, January, 3, 1778, 

The House considered the Resolve of the ono 
Council, brought down the 28th ultimo, neo u 
thé several Towns in the Colony to encournge this macy 
facture of Saltpetre, and passed tho” follow fate, viz's 

Read, and concurred, with the followit¥’ maditigh at A, 
viz: At A, add, * and the same price sliall erallowed for 
any quantity under fifty pounds; as is ‘alloted by this Court 
for any quantity above fltyspiounds weight, 


> 


. 


e 


1871 


Ordered, That Major Bliss, Mr. Singletary, Major Ely, 
Major Smith, and Mr. Hobart, be a Committee to look 
into the Establishment for the Field-Ofticars of the Forces 
raised by this Colony in April and May last, and report 
what they ought to be allowed per month, all clicumstan- 
ces considered, 

James Prescott, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committes of both Houses, appointed to consider what is 
further necessary to be done, before the Minute-Men and 
Sen-Const Rolls are paid off, viz: 

" Whereas, no direction is given tothe Commanding Ofi- 
ders of the several companies of Minute Militia, and also, 
the Sen-Coast Men, for lodging their respective Rolls in the 
Treasurer’s Office, great damage may arise to this Colony 
thereby; and whereas, some Companies are stationed at a 
very considerable distance, which will occasion much 
charge and difficulty, for want of a duplicate of said Rolls ; 

Therefore, Resolved, That some porson be immediately 
employed to take copies of such Rolls as have been (A) 
examined and naeen upon, and no duplicate left, ep and 
further that nono of such be received in for the future 
without a duplicate as aforesaid attending them, (C) snid 
copies to bo examined and certified by the Committee on 
said Rolls, and lodged in the Secretary’s Oflice. 

In Council, January 8, 1776: Read, ond accepted. 

Read, and conaurred, with tho following amendments, 
viz: At A insert, or may be;” and dele fiom B to C. 

The Report of the Committe appointed to bring ina 
Resolve for procuring Blankets, was again read, and ordor- 
ed to lie, and the Members of tho soveral Counties wore 
divected to apportion the number of Blankets set on oach 
County, on tho several Towns of their respective Counties. 

The Bill providing a speedy and cheap course or me- 
thod for tie recovery of Debts, Read a sccond time, and 
the furthor consideration of it put off to three o'clock, in 
the afternoon, 

Resolved, That ten o'clock, to-morrow, A. M., be as- 
signed for the consideration of the Rosolve containing the 
appointment and commission of fiva gentloten to represent 
this Colony gt the next Continental Congress. 


‘ Afornoon. 

The House concurred the Resolve of the honourable 
ro brought down the 28th ultimo, relative to Accounts 
exhibited against the Colony by Jnnholders and others, 

Tho Commijtteo appointed yesterday to confer with Mr. 
Phillips, on his proposal of erecting a Powder-Mill, ro- 
ported a Resolve, which was real, amended, and accopt- 
ed, and sont up for concurrence. 

Note,—Tho foregoing Resolve was afterwards taken into 
a new draft, and, therefore, is not inserted here, 

Ordered, That Colonel Grout and Mr. Cushing be on 
the Committee to consider somo further provision for do~ 
fence of tho Sen-Coast, in the room of Colonel Cushing 
and Colonel Freeman, absent. 

The Committee of this day appointod to inspect the 
éstablishment of, the Fiold-Officers, &¢., reported, 

-Read, and recommitted, and the Committee were diract- 
éd to intire thoroughly into the matter in particular; to 
xathite ile and Papers of the Congress and Com- 

a 
a 


dd 

fi afte and licati f th 
mitte ys And to make application to some of the 
Oates i 

of the e 


t iy for the original, or an attested copy 
lishment, and to avail thomselves of the grounds 
on which the Coléitls expected fifteen Pounds per month. 
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Aftornoon, 

Colonel Joseph Foster, having been appointed to the 
command of the J"oreas to be stationed nt the Town of 
Gloucester, moved the Louse that a precept may issue to 
that Town for the choice of some person to represent it in 
his stead : 

Whereupon, Ordered, That Mr. Davis, Mr. Gardner, 
and Major Blood, be a Committee to consider the suid mo- 
tion, and report, 

Ordered, That the Secretary bo directed to Iny upon 
the table the Resalve of Court appointing a Committee to 
sign the Bills of Credit. 

The Secretary laid the same on the table, accordingly. 

The Seeretary came in with the following Message from 
a majority of the honourable Council, via: 

Gentlemen of the Tlouse of Representatives + 

The danger that a comrespondence would be carried on 
between a few disaffected inhabitants of this Colony and 
tho enemies of America, through the Town of Lull, to the 
men-oFwar lying in and near Nantasiet-Road ; and what 
our cnemies might be supplied in that chanel, induced the 
General in July last to causa the inhabitants of eaid town 
to he removed, and to placo and constantly keep up a guard 
atthe entrance of the beach londing into that town; the 
guards continued until the tst of December past, at which 
time their inlistment oxpired, and they returned to their 
several homes in Connecticut, Upon'this, and Colonal 
Lincoln being told, that several persons had been saen to 
go to Lull, but none being observed to return, he directed 
a small guard ftom the Militin in tho vicinity to be placed 
at the entrance of snid town, and to continua there until 
thoy should receive further orders; be immediately lnid the 
wholo matter before tho Conneil, ‘They sent a message 
to his lixcclleney Genoral (Vashington, requesting that ho 
would place a guard there, and relieve the Militia; he gave 
encouragement to our messengor that he would give orders 
for that purpose; but it hath been delayed, and now the 
Couneil are acquainted that the lines at Cambridge and 
Roxbury aro so thin that no men enn bo spared for the 
purpose aforesaid. Tho Council, therefore, thought it their 
duty to mako this representation to the honourable House, 
and iccommend to them that provision bo immediately 
made, not ovly for guarding the passage into suid town, 
but, also, that suitable guards be placed in the towns of 
Braintree, Weymouth, and Engham. 

W. Spooner, Cuarves Cuaunoy, 
Canex Cusine, LB, Linconr, : 

B, Cuannourn, Micuarn Panuny, 
Joun Anams, S. Honren, 

Joun Wurecomn, = Jazsz isin, 

James Priscorr, Joun Tayior, 

Ennan ayrnon, B. Warren. 

J. Paumun, i 

Connoil Chamber, January 4, 1776, . ey bs 

Read, and committed to the Comunileg aa 
consider some provision for defence of the’ : geet. * 

Ordered, That the Committee appgll éd'tdsign the 
Bills of Credit be directed to proceed immediately upon 
that business, 

Ordered, That tho Secretary be divested to attend this 
House, that ho may be inquired of concerning the proceed- 
ings of the honourable Board with respect to Dr, Geletoni 

The Secretary attended accordingly, and infotiied the 
House that the honourable Board had¢passed gaResolve 


The House then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow , for liberating the snid Gelston, on his gixinsicettain bonds. 


morning, 


cA & » Thursday, January 4, 1776. 
‘ PhgsCommittec on the Petition of the Selectmen of the 
Town ‘of Bridgéwater, reported, Read, and not aceepted, 
and ‘tdered i rconenited 

A Petition’ Memorial of the Town of Salem, setting 
forth their distresyed circumstances, and praying that dey 
may be exonerated ithe whole of the Colony tax Inid on 
them for the current oF as Rend, and the petitioners had 
leave to withdraw the “Paitin, 
_ Ordered, That Mr, Story get the Resolve for procu- 
ving Blankets printed as soon as it has a the honour- 


‘ablaBoard.  ” 


Whereupon, Ordered, That the 8 
upon tho table. ® 

The Secretary laid the same upon the table accordingly. 

Ordered, That a messnge go to the honourable Board, 
desiring that they would not suffer Doctor Gelston ta go 
at large till some orders had passed both Houses respect 
ing him, , 

Jabez Fisher, Esquire, brought down the fallowing Re- 
solve of the honourable Board 4 " 

In Council, January 4,1 776: Wherens, a°‘Committee of 
both Houses have been appointed for signing and number- 
ing the Bills of Credit for the seventy-five thousand Pounds 
emission, and as the publick affairs of the Colony press 
hard upon’ the Board, they cannot (without injuring the: 


ts 


retary lay the same 


inte to ‘ 


. 
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publick) spare any of their Members in tho hours they 
usually sit upon business: 

Therefore, Resolved, That Colonel Cushing, with such 
as the honourable House shall join, be a Committee to 
take into consideration the matter of signing and number- 
ing said Bills, and report some effectual mode of raising a 
Committee for that purpose, so that the Treasury may be 
seasonably supplied, 

Read, and concurred, and Colonel Thompson and Mr. 
Crane are joined. 


Benjamin White, Esq., brought down the following Vote 
of Council, viz: 

In Council, January 4, 1776; Ona motion, Ordered, That 
John Adams and Joseph Palmer, Wsqs., with such as the 
honourable House shall join, be a Committee to examine 
into the character and conduct of Doctor Samuel Gelston, 
lately apprehended by the order of the General Court, and 
now before them ready for examination, and report. 

Read, and concurred, and Colonel Freeman, Mr, Brown, 
of Boston, and Colanel Grout, are joined. 


The Resolve for procuring Blankets, which passed in the 
forenoon, was reconsidered and recommitted for amendment. 


The Committee appointed to consider some further pro- 
vision for tha defence of the Sea-Coast, reported. Read, 
and accepted, : 


The Committée appointed to take under consideration 
and report what Iorces are necessary to defend the Sea- 
Coast, beg leave further to report the following Resolve : 

Tn the EIouav of Roproguntatives, January 4, 1776. 


It is Resolved, That there bo raised on the Sea-Const 
establisliment made by this Court for the present year, one 
Company, to consist of fifty men, including officers, and 
stationed at the mouth of Shcepscut-River and places ad- 
jacont, as the Commanding Officer of said Company shall 
order; and that a Commissary be appointed by the General 
Court to supply them with provisions and money accord- 
ing to the éstablishment aforesaid, 

And that there be stationed at Pemaquid, for the defence 
of the Sea-Const near Dama: iscotta-River, and the places 
adjacent, one Company consisting of fifty men, including 
officers, on. the establishment aforesaid, and that there be 
a Commissary appointed to supply them with monoy and 
provisions agerding to said establishment. 

‘And thitt there be stationed at Georges, Medumcoole, and 
Penobscot, ad the Commanding Officer shall order, one 
Company of mn, consisting of fifty, including officers, 
and that there be a Commissary appointed to supply them 
with provisions and money, as by the establishinent afore- 
said js provided. 

And that the Company, by the establishment aforesnid 
at Salem; ‘be, augmented to one hundred men, including 
officers, and to be supplied as by the said establishment is 
provided. fa", 

And_ it isfxalso, Resolved, That there be stationed at 
Trurosfotie ompany of fifty men, including officers, and 
that thére be a Commissary appointed to supply them with 
pores and money according to the establishment afore- 
said. * : 

And it is, also, Resolved, That the Council be, and they 
hereby are empowgred to make out their Warrant to the 
‘Treasurer to supply the Commissaries of the Companies 
before-mantioned’té be stationed at Truro, Sheepscut, Pe- 
maquid, and George’s, in the same manner, and the same 
proportion.as is provided in the establishment of the Sea- 
Coast Men, passed by the General Court in December last ; 
and,,also,,to draw on’ the Treasurer for sufficient sums to 
pay the Muster-Rols of the aforesaid Companies agree- 
ablagto:gaid establishment. 

And*tt’ fg,,also, Resolved, That no new Barracks shall 
“be Built forthe Sea-Coast Men in this Colony by the Com- 
inissaries, or,any other porson, at the expense of this Co- 
lony, without,the express order of the General Court. 

A Memorial andPafititi 8f Hannah Sewall, of Brook- 
line, setting foyth, that(M¥, Alecander Sheppard, of New- 
ton, and other -persgns,lave entered her woodland, cut and 
carried off large quantitied of wood therefrom. Read, and 
and the Petitioner had leave fo withdraw her Pétition. 

The House then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning, 
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Friday, January 5, 1776. 

A Petition of John Bunker, of Mount-Desert, repre- 
senting that in November last he took and carried into 
Goldsborough a Schooner, between fifty and sixty tons, 
bound from Nova- Scotia to Boston, and taden with cat- 
Ue, butter, cheese, &c., and praying that he may have 
orders from the Court to remove her to some secure place 
for his benefit and that of his country. Read, and com- 
mitted to Mr. Ingadés, Colonel Thurston, and Mr. Low. 


Michael Farley, Esq., brought down the following Vote 
of Council, viz: 

In Council, January 4, 1776: On a motion, Ordered, 
That Walter Spooner, John Adams, Joseph Palmer, James 
Prescott, Benjamin Lincoln, Jabez Fisher, and John Tay- 
lor, Esqs., be a Committee of the Board, to confer with such 
Committee of the honourable House as shall be chosen for 
that purpose, upon the subject-matter of the Militia Bill,and 
upon the manner in which the Officers shall be xppointed. 

Read, and concurred, and Major Hawley, Mv. Sullivan, 
Captain Stone, Mr. Gerry, Colonel Grout, Colonel Free- 
man, Colonel Ome, and Deacon Nichols, aye appointed a 
Committee on the part of the [Louse for the purpose above 
expressed, 


John Whetcomb, Esq, brought down the Petition of Ivory 
Hovey, read January 2d, with a Report thereon; accepted 
by the honourable Board, viz: ro 

In Council, January 5, 1776: Read, and accepted,,and 
thereupon, Ordered, That the Petitioner have leave to 
withdraw his Petition, 

Read, and concurred. 


A Petition of the Town of Falmouth, in the County of 
Cumberland, setting forth the distressing cheumstances to 
which the inhabitants of that ‘town are reduced by the 
burning a great part of the town by Captain Mowat, and 
praying the Court to release the said town fiom the 
Province 'T'ax laid on them the present year, or otherwise 
relieve them. Read, and ordered to lie. 

Ona motion, Resolved, That a Committee, to consist 
of three, be appointed to repair to Falmouth, in the 
County of Cumberland, in the next recess of this Court, 
and inquire into the state and circumstances of that town, 
and aint other towns as they may think proper, and report 
to the [fouso at the next session, and that next Tuesday, 
ten o’clock, A. M., be assigned for the choice of such 
Committee, by ballot. ae “ 

The Resolve for procuring Blankets, ihe anjended, 
was accepted, and is as follows, via: Oe, : 

Whereas, his Excellency General Washington, has re- 
presented to this Court the necessity of providing Blankets 
for the Army, and has requested the immediate assistance 
of this Court in this interesting affair: ee 

Therefore, Resolved, That thee be collected fram the 
several Towns hereafter named, according to the schedule 
hereto annexed, four thousand Blankets. 

And whorens, it is of great importance that said Blankets 
should be speedily in camp: F 

It is also Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to 
repair to the Selectmen of the several towns mentioned'in 
said schedule; and the Selectmen in edgh.of said towns 
are hereby earnestly desired to use thei utmost endeavours 
in aiding and assisting the Committee in effecting the abovo . 
business. And that the sum of two thousand six hundred 
Pounds be delivered into the hands of said Committee, in « 
the following proportions, viz: e, 2 ae 

To Mr, Lincoln, the sum of one hundred ahd gixty-ning 
*Pounds. ha 

To Colonel Barret, the sum of threé ‘uated and se- 4 
venty-eight Pounds six Shillings. 

To Major Moody, the sum of two hundred and thirty- 
two Pounds one Shilling, 

To Mr. Mills, the sum of one hundred and ninoty-five 
Pounds, 4 

To Mr, Knowles, the sum of ona hundred and nit 
Pounds nine Shillings, * * ' F, 

To Mr, Thomas Durfee, the sum of two huadré a . 

ath a pehP tay 'h 
fifty-eight Pounds fourteen Shillings, fhe ms 

To Colonel Mitchell, the sum of’ 9 uiidred id se- 
venty-six Pounds sixteen Shillings, « a 

To Mr. Singletary, the ,sutn fandred and 
eighty-eight Pounds fourrge iA 
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Lo'Mr. Thomas Durfee, the sum of four hundred and Irom the County of 


twenty-two Pounds ten Shillings. 

To Deacon Hovey, the sum of forty-eight Pounds two 
Shillings. ; 

To Captain Iyde, the suth of fily-two Pounds, 

To Deacon Allen, the sum of eighty-eight Pounds eight 
Shillings. . 

To enable them to pay for said Blankets, and the trans- 
porting them to the Coaniaiesary- Gatien] of the Colony, 
the Committee to be accountable to this Court for the 
same; and said Committee are futher directed to de- 
liver said Blankets to the said Commissmy-Genoral, and 
take his receipt therefor. 

And it is further Resolved, That the prico which shall 
be agread upon by tho above Committee and Selectmen, 
together with the name of the town where such Blankets 
are purchased, be by thom aflixed to each Blanket. 

Brom the County of Suvvoun, two hundred and sivty, viz: 
Roxbury,- - ~ +16 Bhooklinn, - - - 15 
Dovehester, - + -17 Needham, - - + 183 
Milton, - - ~ ~- 13 Stoughton & Stough- 
Braintree,» + + ~22  tonham, + - 22 


Weymouth, - ~ 15 Medway,- - - - 15 
Bingen te you, 22 Bellingham, - - - 11 
edham, «>= ~ - 22 Walpole, - - « - 11 
Medfield, - - ~ - 15 Cholsoa, - -~ - ~ 9 


Wrentham, - - ~ 22 
From the County of Minvunanx, five hundred and eighty- 
hivo, viz: 


Watertown, - ~ 20 Groton, - - 18 
Woburn, ~ - - 25° Pepparall, + ‘19 
Concord, » - - 20 'Vownshond, - 10 
Rending, - « -~ 27 Stoneham, - 9 
Nowton, + ~ - 80 Natick, - 3 


~ 80 Dracut, - 
~ 18 Medfoid, - 
- 20 Lolliston, - 


MatIboroygh, - = 
- 20 Tewkesbury, « 


Billorica, ~~ 
Framingham, - 
Lexington, - 
Cholmsford, 
Sherburne, 


~ 12 Acton, - 
~11 Dunstable, 


Baa tf tos ok op hee 
— 
eo 


typ tater ereszeas 


Sudbury, - - 20 Lincoln, « -~14 
Malden, « ~ 20 Wilmington, - ~ 10 

' eston, * - 80 Cambridge, - - 15 
» Bedford, - ~ 12 Charlestown Farms, - 11 


Littleton, ‘- 


-10 Ashby, + - - 
Weatlord, - 


- 15 Shiley, - - - - 6 


a oe re 2 Pe 2 2 Se 
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Waltham, - - 24 [lopkinton, - - - 14 
Stow, - + -u 
From, the County of Ussux, three hundred and fifty- 
we SeUER, ViZe 
Solem, ~~ - + - 52 T]averhill,~ - ~ ~ 26 
Danvors, - * ~ «18 ‘Vopsfield,- - ~ - 10 
penis, - « » «29 Boxford, - - « - 16 
ewhuty,- = ~ «26 Amesbuy, - - - 16 
Newburyport, - - 26 Biadford,- - + ~ 16 
Lynn, « ~ - ~14 Wenham,- - - - 8 
Andover, - ~ ~- = 22 Middleton, - . ~ 8 
Beyerly, - - ~ - 20 Manchester, - - - 10 
Rowloy, - - - +16 Methuen,- - ~ - 8 


Salisbuty,- « - 16 
“From the County of Tamrsniny, three hundred, viz: 


Sillngfeld, - - - 12 South-BrimGeld,- - 6 
ilbraliam, “py <« - 6 Monson, - - ~ «© 6 
North-Hampton,« - 17 Pelioam, - - - - 4 

4 South-Hampton,- - 6 Greenwich, - - - 7° 
ty. gtladley, - ‘- - +10 Blanford,- - ~ - 12 
jyapgdlh-Hadley, - - 6 Leverett,- - - - 4 
viinherst, ~ - - - 8 Palmer, - - ~ = 6 
GFinbVigee.,- - 7 Greenville, - ~ - 14 
Taltel ey “* 11 New-Salem, - - - 7 
Whatel a” ° + 7 Belchertown,- ~ - 7 
‘3 Wostfeldy=" _* +982 Brinlield,- - ~ - 10 
Docrtild ge - 10 Colerain,- - - - 7 
+ Greenfield, -""4- 40 Barnardston,- « - *2 
Shelburbe, - F. ~ 1., Chesterfield, - - - 5 
Conway, ; - - #17' Southwick, - - - 7 
# Sundeiland, --+* - 10 3 est-Springfidld, - 12 
: Montagu; o-.- - 7 Warwi mee xe 4 

Northfield, - - - 7, 


& Set 


Barnstable, - 
Sandwich, 
Yarmouth, 
Uardwick, = - 
Eastham, -  - 


45 Wellfleet, « 
40 Tiuro,  - 
40 Chatham, - 
40 Falmouth, 
40 
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Bannsvanun, two hundred and 
three, viz: ‘ 


ert e 


- 26 


From the County of Dunes-Counry, one hundred and 
thirty-stv, viz: 


Edgartown, - - 
Chilmark, = - 


48 Tisbury, - - 
48 


~ + 40 


From the County of Burson, three hundred and ninety- 
eight, viz: 


Taunton, - - - 
Reboboth, - - 


Swanzey and Shawa- 


mett, - + = 
Dartmouth, -  « 
Notton, = = = 
Mansfield, - ~ 


20 Attlehorough, 

60 Freetown, = - 
Easton, - 
Raynham, - 


- 33 
183 Beikloy, - 


16 Dightof, ~~ 


9 


~ 8 


eretea 


From the County of Puymourn, two hundred and seventy- 


Plymouth,  - 
Scituate, « 


Doxbury,- = - 
Marshfield) - + 
Middleborough, - 
Rochester, - - 
Plympton, - - 


From the County of Wonousren, jive 


yrtrae ss 


1wo, viz? 

23 Pembroke, - 
28 Kingston,~ ,« 
G6 Uanover, +. 
26 Watifax, - « 
36 Wiicham, « 
23 Bridgewater, - 
20 Abington,  ~ 


nunety-cight, viz: 


Worcoster, 
Lancaster, 
Brookfield, 
Oxtord,  - 
Charlton, - 

ton, + 

iccster, - 
Spencor, - 
Paxton, ,- 
Rutland, - 
Hutchinson, - 
Southborough, 
Wostborough, 
Northborough, 
Lunenburgh, « 
Shrewsbury, - 
Uxbridge, « 
Tlarvaid, 
Dudley, ~- 
Bolton, 
Upton, - - « 


tap r atte asa 


” 


ret 


fe 


27 Sturbridge, 
33 Leominster, 
30 Hardwick, 
9 Holden, - 
18 Western, « “4 
30 Douglass,-  - 
14 Gralion, ~~ 
14 Petersham, - 
18 Westminster, - 


arr 
+e 


: es ee Oe oe ee te a ee oe Me ee ae | 
ore 


14 Athol,- - 
18, 'Lompleton, 
10 Princeton, 
138° Mendon, - 
13° Onkbam, - - 
26° IJubbaidston, ~ 
13 New-Biaintree, 
7 Witchbugh, - 
23 Royalston, 
13 Ashburnham, + 


18 Winchendonyg,* - 
oF aphee 


9 North-Iridggy , 


# 2G 
- +13 
- = 13 
- +1 
~ +16 
- + 80 
- + 8 


hundred and 


rag 
ae 
> 


? 
~ 
OnO 


er pre 


From the County of Nawvudxnnp tte hsv 
Sherburne, ~ = = 650 vag % 
From the County of Youx, sevéiitysfoilr, viz: 
York, - - - = - 18 Arundel, + - 


Kiuery, - - ~ 
Wells, ; roar 
Berwick, - + - 


From the County of Bonxsurnsy eighdy, diz 
- 10 Tyringlinm Fg - 
Q i 


Great-Barrington, 
Sheffield, - - - 
Pittsfield,- - - 
Stockbridgo, ~~ 
New-Marlborough, 


« 


15 Biddotord and Pop- 
10 perelborough, =~ 12 
17 


Lenox 4 - 


9 Richinond, ~ . 


7 Laneslforongh, 
6 Williamstown, 


yo bas 


i ar re Y 
WDAWA 


“ne 


Resolved, That tho following gentlemen be a Commit 
tog for the purpose mentioned in the foregoing Rosalve, 


vias 
For the Counties of Suffolle: Mr. Lincoln onal 
MelIntosh, Deacon Sale. a ai 


Epes. 


‘Middlesex: Colonel, Barrett 


Essex: Major Moody, Mre Ingall 


Spaulding, Captain Sattell, My. Bryant. 


Hampshire: Mr, Mills 


Captain’ Needham, 


, aoa) ; 

8, Mr. Story, Captain 

» Mr , Whitney, Colonel 

» Colonel Field, Mr. Dickinson, 
tf oe “ft 


+ 


1877 


Plymouth: Colonel Mitchell, Deacon Thomas. 
Barnstable: Major Hallett, Captain Knowles, 
Bristol: Mr. Durfee, Captain Stearns, Mr. Godfrey. 
York: Deacon Hovey, 

Dulees-County : Deacon Allen, 

Worcester: Isquire Singletary, Mr. Allen, Mr. Rice. 
Nantucket: Mr. Durfee. 

Berkshire: Captain Hyde. 


Aflernoon, 

On a motion, Ordered, That Major Lawley, Mr. Sul- 
ivan, and Mr. Rice, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve 
empowering the Selectmen and Committees of Correspon- 
dence of the several towns in this Colony, where there are 
Estates of any Refugees, to dispose of them in such a 
manner as they may judge most just and prudent, any Re- 
solve of this Court or Congress of this Colony notwith- 
standing, 

A Bill to enable the Inhabitants of Falmouth to recover 
Goods taken from them during the late fire there, read a se- 
cond time, and ord@red to be 1ead again to-morrow, cleven 
o’clock, A. M. 

Whereas, at the present important crisis of our publick 
affairs, the intention of this Court for causing to be e1ected 


Mills for manufacturing Gunpowder hath not hitherto been + 


so far executed as the exigency of the times,most evidently 
requires ; and the atention of the Court fo cach step to 
be taken in this measure must further retard it, and un- 
necessarily interrupt the urgent business of the Cout: 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That Mr, Putman, Mr. 
Crane, and Mr, Mose, be, and they heeby are appointed 
a Committee to apes tho remains of a Powder-Mill at 
Stoughion, and land and privileges convenient to improve 
the same, and to repair said Powder-Mill, or purchase a 
privilege for, and erect one at Sudton, as they, slink having 
consulted the master-workman who shall undertake the 
same, shall judge expedient ; and the said Committee me 
directed to give their constant and diligent attendance to 
this business until it shall be petfocted ; and the Council 
are empoweied to diaw on the Treasury for a sum not ex- 
ceeding three hundred Pounds, in favour of said Commit- 
tea, to enable them to pay the charges of purchasing and 
repairing, or erecting a Nill as aforesaid, they to be ac- 
countable to the Comt for the same, * 

Ordered, That 9 message go to the honourable Board 
to desive-them,to send down the Resolve appointing a Com- 
mittee of Conférenco on the subject of the Militia Bill, and 
also toddesira that they would send down tho Resolve 
which passed this House for erecting a Powder-Mill at An- 
dover, if they Rave not passed upon the sume, 

John Taylor, Esq., brought down the Resolve appoint. 
fig a Committee of Conference on the Militia Bill, and at 
the same time informed the House that the Resolve for 
erecting a Powder-Mill at Andover was in the hands of the 
Committeo of which Colonel Palmer, who is gone to Cam- 
bridge, ig Chairman, but that when he retuined it should 
be sent dowa, 

Voted, That the appointment of a Committee to confer 
with a Committee of the honourable Board on the subject 
of the Militia Bill, be reconsidered. 

Wherenjion, Ordered, That Major Uawley, Mr. Gerry, 
Colonel Orne, Mr. Sullivan, Deacon Nichols, Major Bliss, 
and Colonel Freeman, be a Committee for that purpose, 

The Coimittee on the Petition of Joseph Pearse Palner, 
read January 2d, reported fifteen Pounds per month for 
his services as Quartermastei-General, 

Read, and not accepted, and Ordered, to be recommit- 
ted, and the Committee were instucted to compute his 
sérviodaintytvelve Pounds per month, 

The Committee Spneintag to report what sum is neces- 
sary to be pet into the hands of the Committee who are 
empowered to fit out vessels for Powder, 1eported. Read, 
and repommaitted ; Be 

Ordered, That’ Me, Singletary cunke application to the 
Secretary for the original, or an attested copy of the Re- 
solve for -procuridg Blankéts, that it say be immediately 

s 


piinted, . 
A, Petition of the Committee of Safety of Deer-Jsland, 
Fourra Szrius.—Vou. tv. é 
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representing the dangerous and distressed situation of the 
inhabitants, for want of men and ammunition to protect 
them from the enemy, and praying relief. 

Read, and committed to the Committee on the state of 
the Sea-Coast. 


The House then adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow 
morning, 

Saturday, January 6, 1776. 

The two following Petitions were committed to the Com- 
mittee appointod to consider the Petitions and Accounts of 
wounded men, viz: 

A Petition of Captain Charles Miles, who received a 
wound at Charlestown, on the 19th April last. ~ 

A. Petition of Joshua Felt, who received a wound at 
Concord, on the same day. 

A Bill to enable the inhabitants of Falmouth to recover 
Goods taken. fiom them during the late fire there. Read 
a thid time, and passed to be engrossed. 

John Taylor, Esq., bought down the Resolve of this 
House for erecting a Powder-Mill at Andover. 

The Committee appointed to consider what sum of 
monoy should be put into the bands of the Committce for 
fixing out Vessels, on account of this Colony, for import- 
ing Powder and other warlike stores, teported. Read, 
and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Receiver-Goneral of this Colony be, 
and hereby is diected to pay said Committee the sum of 
eight thousand Pounds, they to be accountable to the Ge- 
nelal Court for the same. 

Resolved, That ten o'clock, noxt Tuesday morning, be 
assigned for the consideration of the Report of the Com- 
mittee relative to the Poor of Boston and Charlestowi. 


Ordered, That the Doorkeeper bo divected immediately 
to take into custody Doctor Samuel Gelston, and put hin 
undera proper guard till the further order of Court. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought dowh the Roport of 
the Committee of both [ouses appointed to consider tha 
matter of signing and numbering the Bills of Credit. 

Jn Council, January 6, 1776: Read, and accepted, and 
thereupon Resolved, ‘that two peisons, such as the honour- 
able House shall choose, be appointed to sign and number 
the Bills of Credit of the Jast emission, in the room of 
James Prescott and Joseph Palmer, Esqs., who are hereby 
excused. : 

Read, and concurred, and Doctor Rice and, Majot Zly 
are appointed to sign and number the Bills nagordingly, and 
the Committee are directed to sit forthwith. ; 

Charles Chauncy, Esq., brought down a Resalye recam- 
mending the Militia to 1emain in the Army beyond the 
time of inlistment, if needed, 

On the Petition of Joseph Pearse Patmor? 

Resolved, That there be paid to him out of the publick 
Treasury of this Colony, the sum of forty-five Pounds 
eight Shillings and seven Pence halfpeuny, in full con- 
sideration for his service as Quartermuster-Genergl, at 
twalve Pounds per month, in the Aimy under the command 
of Genetal Ward. ‘ 

Ordered, That the Resolve for erecting a Powder-Mill 
at Andover be recommitted. ‘: 


— 


Aftornoon, 
Ordered, That one-quarter of the Town of Neteton’s 
aquota of Wood for the Aimy be delivered at Roedury ; the 
other three-quarters at Cumbridge; and also, ae-quarter 
of the Lown of Needham’s quota of Wood for the Army be 
delivered at Roxbury, aud the other three-quarters at Cam- 
bridge, till farther order of this Court. 

Ordered, That Mr. Phillips, Mr. Cushing, and Major 
Fuller, be a Committee to wait upon his Excellency Ge« 
netal (ashington, on Monday morning next, to ki ty ,of 
him whether he thinks there will be a necossity of, fetgin~ 
ingpany or all of the Militia in camp after the 1 Sth lusiane, 
and if any, how many he shall then stand ingne ; and 
for what time. ~ yay ge 8 

Then the House adjourned tilleMotday next, ten 


nan 


o'clock, A. M. ee 
ak ES 


a 


_ build a Mill with all expedition at Andover, 


> 
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, Monday, January 8, 1776, And it is also, Resolved, That the soveral Committees 


Voted, That the Order of the Houso, of the 6th current, that are, or may be ap pointed by the General Court, to 
appointing a Committee to wait upon Goneral Hashington, procure rola tig or Sulphur, aio berchy directed to deli- 
be reconsidered. vor said Phillips, from time to time, so much Saltpetre and 

Ordered, That Mr. Cushing and Major Fuller, with Sulphur as shall be sufticient to Hees the said Mill con- 
such as the honourable Board shall join, be a Commitfee stantly employed as uforesaid, and to take duplicate reveipts 
to inquire of General Mashington, whether ho thinks thero thereof, specifying the quantity of ench, and also the prico 
will bo a necessity of setaining any or all the Mihtia, now af the Sulphur—ono whereol shall bo lodged with the 
in camp, after the 15th cuirent, and, if any, how many ho Commissary aforesaid, and the othar the said Committes 


shall stand in need of, and for what time. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sewall, Doctor Metcher, and Cap- 
tain Parker, be a Committee to bring in a Bill for osta- 
blishing the Fees of the Courts of Admiralty in this Colony. 

The Committee on the Muster-Rolls of the Aimy having 
requested instructions with regard to some Rolls which 
contain the service of men, who marched on the alarm a 
short time before they inlisted, 

Ordered, That such service be struck out of said Rolls, 
and made up in the Minute or Militia Rolls, agreeable to 
the directions of Court, 

The Committee to w!.om was committed a Resolve of 
this House, for crecting a Powder-Mill at Andover, ro- 
ported. The Report was considcied, and recommitted. 

Afoinoon, 

The Committee to whom was comunitted a Resolve of 
this [ouse, for erccting a Powder-Mill at Andover, 1e- 
ported, Read, and accepted, 

Wherans, Mr. Samuel Phillips, Jun., has proposed to 
be muanulic- 
turing Gunpowder, and this Court is willing to give all 
rengonable encouragement to so important and necessary an 
undertaking : 

It is, therefore, Resolved, If tho said Mill shall be erect- 
ed within a reasonable time, in tho judgment of the Gene- 
ral Court, that during the term of one year next afier the 
said Mill shall bo orected and fitted to go, there shall be 
dolivored to tho said Phillips, by this Colony, from time 
to time, so much Saltpetre as shall he suflicient to keep 
the said Mill constantly employed, provided the samo can 
be manufactured and purchased within this Colony, at tho 
rate and hounty which is alvendy, or that hereaher may be 
established by the General Court for the same; and, also, 
that the Committee of this Cowt (A) be not obliged to 
reserve by them, at any one time, a larger quantity than 
will be suflicient to keep the said Mill in employ for more 
than the term of one week, (13); and, if it shall bo made 
to appear at the expiration of the year to the satisfaction 
of the said Couit, that the Mill has been unemployed 
during part of tho said time from tho want of a supply of 
Sultpetre, there shall be doliverod to said Phdllips, to ma- 
nafacture into Powder as aforesaid, sufficient quantity of 
Saltpetre to employ the Mill so long as to make up tho 


are directed to keep, 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the Recciver-General of this Colony be, 
and ho hereby is directed, to pay into the hands of tho 
Honourable Benjamin Grecnloaf, Esq., Captain Jonathan 
Greenleaf, and Major Stephen Cross, a Caines ap- 
pointed by this Cot to purchase Sulphur, the sum of three 
hunched Pounds, to enable them to make payment for the 
quantities of Sulphur they have, or shall engage to receive, 
thoy to be accountable to the General Court for the same. 

Tho Committee on tho Patition of Join Bunker, re~ 
ported. Road, and recominitted, 


Moses Gill, Visq., brought down the Report of the Com- 
mittee this day appointed to inquire of General Hashing- 
ton, whether he thought thera would be a necessity of 
retaining the Militin now in camp, &e., vias That from 
the best information his Excellency could get, the Now- 
Hampshire Militia were determined to return home alter 
the oxpiration of the time thoy engaged for; and he ap- 
prehended it would bo necossary for the whole of ihe 
Jititia of this Colony, now in camp, to remain there until 


the last of this month, Jonn ‘Taynon, per order. 


Resolved, Ubat three o’clock, to-morrow afternoon, ba 
assigned for the choico ol a Committee, to pregont the stato 
of disbursements of this Colony in tha defence of American 
liborty, to the honourablo Continental Congress for appro- 
bation aud nllowance ; and, also, for the choice of a Com- 
miltce for ecrtain purposes expressed in a Resolve brought 
in by Mr. Gerry. 


The Resolve of Couneil, brought down the Gth eurront, 
recommending to the Militia now doing duty in the Con- 
tinental Army, to tarry there a fortnight, or three weeks, 
efor the 35th instant, was read, and Major Hawley, Colo- 
nel Orne, My Gerry, Deacon Nichols,'and Major Bliss, 
were appointed a Commitice to consider tha same, and re- 
port what is further expedicnt,to be done, 

Risolved, That next Thursday afternoon bo assigned 
for the several members from caclt County to determine 
what division shall be made for the Regiments of Militia in 
their respective Countios, The extent of each Regiment 
when determined on, to bo laid upon the table, 

Mr. Gerry, agvecablo to order, reported the following 
Resolvo, which was read, and accepted, viz: 

Whereas, the Committee appointed to examine the 


lost fimo as aforosnid, and there shall be Jikewise.delivored Muster-Rolls of the Roginents raised by this Colony, now 
as'muoh ‘Sulphur, if tho said PAilZips shall require or need in the Continental Army, have ropresonted to this Court, 
the same, gs will be necessary to nix with said quantitics that some of the Colonels af the Regiments aforesaid, have 
of Saltpetro in manufacturing the same into Powder, the made up their Rolls at fifleon Pounds for a chief Colonel, 
said PAtllips paying the Colony so much for what Sul- and tho said Committee have,appliod for directions in this 
phur he shall receive therefrom, as said Sulphur shall cost affair: And whereas, by referring to the Records of the 
the same, (C). Provided, That the said Phillips shall Provincial Congress, it plainly appears, that on the 23d of 
enter into bonds, as the Council shall order, that he will Apré? lost, it was “ Resolved, That the Colonels of Regi- 
well and truly deliver the Commissary-General of this Colo- ments, consisting of one thousand men, being part of the 
ny, 80 many pounds of good merchantable Gunpowder as Army then voted to be raised by this Colony, should be enti- 
he shall be able to manufacture of the Saltpetre which he tled to fifteen Pounds per month, for a Colonel #? and, that 
shall receive fiom the Colony, or any Committee appoint. on the 25th it was “ Resolved, That each Regiment should 
ed by the General Court, to manufacture or procure the * consist of about five hundred and ninety men,” and the Com- 
same; and, also, be at the expense of transporting said mittee of Safety proceeded to issue inlisting orders, with 
Powder to the Colony Store, and of transporting to his said copies of said establishment, wherein it ippeared that each 
Millyitch Sulphur gad Saltpetra as the Colony, or the Colonel of a Regiment, consisting of five hundred and nine« 
Coirjmittee of said Colony, shall deliver him; and, also, ty-cight men, and raised as aforesaid, should bo entitled to 
that he will edtise to be published all the discoveries which fifteen Pounds per month: And whereas, on the 29th of 
he shall makg rélativa to the construction of suid Mill, April aforesaid, the Congross having found that grent unea- 
and the manufietiving Powder as aforesnid. siness prevailed in the Colony and camp, and soldiers were 

And it is, also, Resolved; That the said Phillips shall be prevented from inlisting on account of the high wages en- 
paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, eight gaged to the Field-Officeis, by the establishment aforesnid, 

‘ence per pound, for as Many pounds of good merchant- sent a Committee to the camp to represent the circumstan- 
able Gunpowder as he shall manufacture of the Saltpetre ces of this afluir to such Field-Officers as were then engaged, 
which he shall receive of the Colony as aforesaid, on his and recommended it to th8m to consent that their wages 
delivering such Gunpowder to the Cominissary of the Co- should be reduced to twelve Pounds for a Colonel, ahd in 
lony. * proportion for Lieutenant-Colonsls and Majors; and. the 


' 
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Committee reported that they had collected togetherall the 
Fiald-Ofticers who had intisting orders, and could be found 
by said Committee, and that the said officers promised to 
acquiesce in the final determination of Congress relative to 
this matter, which established the said Colonels at twelve 
Pounds, and other Field-Officers in proportion: And 
Whereas, this Court consents to the payment of the Field 
and other officers, according to the last mentioned osta- 
blishment, notwithstanding few, if any, of said Regiments 
contained five hundied and ninety-eight men, agreeable to 
the terms thereof; but had no expectation that any of the 
Field-Officers would claim: the first establishment, because 
ivso happened that the general confusion of the Colony, 
and hurry of businass, did not admit of the said establish. 
ments being recalled by the Congress, or Committee of 
Safety, and thus the Colonels were permitted to hold them; 
and such clgim appears to this Court very unjustifiable: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Muster-Rolls 
aforesaid be, and they are hereby directed to cause the 
sume to be made up, agreeable to the establishment made 
on the 29th Apri aloresaid, and to direct such Field- 
Officers (if any there be) who requite wages agieeable to 
the establishment of the 23d April, to prefer to the Court 
a Petition for the wages which they may suppose to be 
due, in addition to what they will receive upon the last es- 
tablishment, that they may be heard, and proper order be 
taken thoreon, and that the said Committee show a copy 
of this Resolve to each of the Field-Ofticers who shall 
apply to them on this matter as aforesaid, 


The Coinmittee appointed to bring ina Resolve for dis- 
posing of the Estates of the Refugees, reported, Read and 


accepted, 

ay heady several persons belonging to this Colony have 
joined the Ministerial troops, and others, who are in an 
hostile manner endeavouring to further the measures of the 
British Administration for enslaving the uniting American 

Colonies, and several others belonging to this Colony have 
absconded and removed themselves out of this Colony, with 
intent either to promote and further the said measues of 
Administration, or to escape the trouble and expense of a 
necessary opposition to such wicked and arbitrary measures, 
and divers of both sorts havo left estate, either real or per- 
sonul, within this Colony; and whereas, much estate so 
left has been alveady wasted, and more theréof is linblo to 
be wasted and perish; and whereas, some of the said ab- 
sconding persons have, by Yurious arts, procued the rents 
of their,deserted real qstates, and their personal estate it- 
solf, or {he pracoeds theteof, to be remitted to them: 

Phovelore, Resolved, That the Sclectmen and the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence of any town in this Colony, 
where the’estate, either real or personal, or both, belong- 
ing to apy such peison, or persons, above described, shull 
be found, be, and hereby ave empowered and directed, 
according fo their best discretion and judgment, so to ma- 
nuge, order, and lease such real estate, ag that waste may 
be prevented as much as possible for the futme, and, also, 
to take possession of, order, and dispose of such personal 
ostata as @) above described, in such manner as that the 
same may hot be embezzled or suffered to perish, and also 
in such manner as neither the rents of such real estate, nor 
the personal estate itself, nor the proceeds thereof, should 
get lo (he hands or use of any of (3) the above described 
persons, or any of them, in no case wherein such Select- 
men and Committee shall judge it inexpedient and against 
the publick’ gond of the Colony, any former orders or Re- 
solves of Congress or General Court to the contrary not 
withstanding, 

: And that such Selectmen and Committee of Corre- 
spondonce keep such fair and full accounts of all their pro- 
ceedings and doings in the premises, as that they may be 
able to inform the General Court thereof (C) whenever 
they shall be thereto required, 


The House then‘ adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning, " ' 
4 at = Tuosday, January 9, 1776. 
A, Petition of Captain Oaleb ITyde, setting forth, that 
on the 10th day of May last, Wy order, he marched pait 
of a Company of Militin at the alarm at Ticonderoga, ona 
hundred and forty miles, at his own expense, and praying 


* 
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consideration and allowance. Read, and eémmitted with 
the Roll accompanying, to Colonel Williams, Captain 
Parker, and Mr. Hale. 

A Pay-Roll of a Company which marched from Stock- 
brigge and West-Stockbridge the 10th May lust, under 
the command of Captain alia. Brown, for the redue- 
tion of Ltconderoga, at the request of Colonel Benedict 
Arnold, &e, Read, and committed to the same Com- 
millee. 


The House put off the choice of a Committee to repair 
to Falmouth, to three o'clock, to-morrow afternoon, 

And the consideration of the Report relative to the Poor 
of Boston and Charlestown, to ten o'clock, to-morrow fore- 
noon. " 7 

The Committee on the Petition of Captain John Bun- 
ker, read January 5th, reported. Read, and accepted. 

Whereas, Mr, John Bunier and others, did on the 24th 
day of November last, at Mount-Desert, take a Schooner 
enlled the Falmouth-Packet, Isaac Danks, master, Jaden 
with live-stock, butter, cheese, sauce, &c.,,and*in our ene- 
my’s service, bound to Boston; and said Bunker, not 
knowing any piovision made in such cases, delivered said 
Schooner and cargo into the hands of the Committee of 
Goldsborough, till he should have the order of this Court 
thereon: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Committee of Goldsbo- 
rough be, and they hereby ate directed to deliver said 
Schooner with her cargo, or the proceeds thereof, if the same 
or any part thereof hath been disposed of by said Commit- 
teo, as also the papors and appurtenances to her belonging, 
unto thesaid John Bunicar, that said vessel may be bought 
to trial at some Court of (A) Admiralty, erected by the 
General Cowt of this Colony, (B.) 

Ordered, That’ the Committee appointed to consider 
the Petitions and Accounts of wounded men, be also a, 
Committee to consider the Petitions and Accounts of Sol- 
diets that havo been sick. e 

The Committee appointed to consider sundry Accounts 
from Machias, reported. Read, and ordered to lie til the 
Tlouso received futher information with respect to the ves- 
sels taken by the people there, 


Aftornoon, 
Jedediah Foster, Esquire, brought down the Resolve of 
this House on the Petition of Captain John Bunker, with 
the follawing Vote of Counoil thoreon, via: ~ 
Ti Council, Jauary 9, 1776: Read, and concurred 
with the amendments at A and B, viz: At A, dele *Ad~ 
miralty,” and insert “ Justice ;” and at B insert, “to try 
the capture of Vossels.” Read, and concuried.' 
Benjamin Chadbourn, Esquire, brought down the Re~ 
port o! the Committee appointed, tho 2d current, to in- 
quire into the conduct of the Officers of the companies 
stationed at Falmouth, viz: ee 
‘That, upon the best inquiry, they cannot find thot the 
officers stationed at said Jalnouth have been guilty of 
breaking their orders at the timo of the late fire in that 
town; and, as there is no evidence agninst them in that 
respect, the Committee are of opinion their’ Muster-Rolls 
pass for payment according to tho establishment. : 
In Council, January 9, 1776: Read, and accepted ; and 
thereupon, 4 
Resolved, That the Committee of Muster-Rolls be di- 
rected to pass on the Rolls of the Officers stationed ‘at 


Falmouth, in common with others, without preference or | 


distinction. : 

Ordered, That Major Smith and Mr. Guild, with such , 
as the honourable Board shall join, be a Commitice to 
consider a Resalve of this Court, which passed both Houses 
on the 9th ultimo, recommending to the inhabitants of this, 
and the other Colonies to withhold further supplies of Pron 
visions fiom the Islands of Nantucket and Martha’e Pitas: 
yard, and report what they think is necessmy to begdene + 
forthe relief of the inhabitants of Martha's Véneyehiltiia « 

Rusolved, That the choice of the Commitge to present: 
the state of Disbursements, &c., to tha Gontinentél: Con-» 
gross, also for a Committee for certaip spurposes Sxpressedi 
in a Resolve brought in hy Mr, Geary; be put off to four 
o'clock, to-moriow aflernoom , y+ * s 


2 


1388 


Benjamin Lincoln, Esquire, brought down the Resolve, 
which passed this [louse yesterday, lor erecting a Powder- 
Mill at Andover, with the following Vote of Council there- 
on, vizt 

In Council, January 9, 1776: Read, and concurred, 
with the amendments at A, B, and C, viz: At A, insert 
“appointed to purchase Saltpetre;” dele from B to C; 
a thon insert; “In case said Mill shall be obliged to 
stand still any part of said year, for want of Saltpetre, und 
the same be made to appear to the satisfaction of this 
Court, said Phillips shall be allowed to receive a sufficient 
quantity of Saltpetre to employ said Mill the same tength 
of time it was obliged to stand still, and to manufacture it 
into Powder, on the same terms as duing tho aforesaid 
year; and, in case suid Phillips sequites it, there shull bo 
delivered to him so much Sulphar as is necessary to manu- 
facture the Saltpeve into Gunpowder, he (the said PAil- 
Zips paying this Colony the first cost of the Sulphur; and bo 
(the said Pfadlips) shall, at his own expense, not only Be 
vide a sufficient quantity of good charcoal for all the Gun- 
powder he shall manufacture for the Culony, but also pro- 
vide and keep, at his own cost, a good and sufficient guard 
at his Powder-Mills, at all times, to prevent any wicked 
and designing persons from destroying the same, and to be 
at all other necessary expenses in manufacturing said 
Powdor.”’ Read, and concurred, 


Benjamin Lincoln, Esquire, brought down a Letter from 
Mr, Joshua Elderkin, of Windham, in Connecticut, ac- 
quainting the Court that he has mado such progress in the 
manufacture of Saltpetro as to be able to produce fifty 
pounds per week, and declaring his willingness to commu- 
nicata his discoveries in such way as to the Court may 
seom meet. 

A Patition of Doctor Stephen Ball, of Northborough, 
praying an allowances for his account of coctoring divers 
soldiers of the American Army, who wero sick, and had 
Jonvo to return home. Read, and tho Petitioner had leave 
to withdraw his Petition, and to exbibit an account to the 
Ast of August, 


Ordered, That a messago go to the honaurable Board, 
informing them the House has now under consideration a 
Resolve recommending to the Militia now doing daty in 
the Continental Aimy to tarry there until tho last of Janu- 
ary instant, and to request that the Board would not yet 
adjourn, 

Charles Chauncy, Esquire, brought down the Report of 
the Committee on the services of the Committee that 
signed the bills of the one hundied thousand Pounds emis- 
sion, with the following Vote of Coungil thereon, viz: 

In Council, January 9, 1776; Read, and coneurred, 
with the amendments at A, viz: At A insert, ‘ Read, and 
accepted, and Ordered, That the said Committee be dis- 
charged accordingly.” 

Road, and accepted, with the following amendment at 
B, viat At B, dele the words “ Read, and accepted, and 
Ordered,” and insert the words “ and, also.” 

Whereus, it appears to this Court that tho part of the 
Militia of this Colony now in tho American Army as a tem- 
porary reinforcement, in consequence of a Resolve of said 
Courtyof the Ist of December last past, did conceive, at 
the time of their inlistmont, that by said Resolve they were 
intituled to one penny per mile for their travel from their 
respective homes to the camp, and back again, and that 
his Excellency General Washington did only engage to 
the Committee of said Court, when upon a conference 
with him relative to this matter, that there should be al- 

“lowed to said Militia so much per day for their travel as the 
value-of their rations in the camp would amount to; and 
whereas, by referring to the said Resolve, it appenrs that 
the said Militia were promised “rations whilo on their, 
marob to and from the camp, to bear their capenses in the 
same,” and the said mode of expression may be naturally 
construed by the inhabitants of this Colony to mean the 
usual allowance of this Colony of one penny per mile fr 
travel, whatever might bave been the real intont of the 
Court at the tine of passing said Resolve; and whereas, it 
is the duty and interest of every Government strictly to 
keep their faith and engagements with all persons what- 

. ever, and this Court is disposed to give all reasonable sa- 


r 
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tisfaction to the persons aforesaid, and any other inhabitants 
of the Colony, while they contmuc to act with the spirit 
and patriotism which appears at present to influence their 
conduct : 

It is; thercforo, Fesolved, That tho Captain or com 
manding officer of ench con of the Militia aforesaid 
be, and he hereby is directed forthwith to make up a Roll 
of the travel of each man of his respective Company, from 
his home to the camp, and back again, and the amount 
thereof at one penny per mile, therein deducting tho sum 
or sums which shall have beon paid to him or his Company, 
as ations for travel as aforesaid, and he is further directed 
to mect the Committo of this Court, viz: Colonel Lovell 
and Mujor Bliss, at Cambridge, at tho huuso of Mr. Jones, 
Innholder, or Colonel /Filliams and Mr. Perry, at Row. 
bury, at the house of My, Blany, Invholder, on the 13th 
day of January instant, or if his duty in the Army will not 
admit thereof on said day, to attend on Monday, the 15th 
of said January, in order to reccive the balance that shall 
be duo for said travel, to pay the men Lorne on said Rolls, 
And the Commissary-General of the Army aforesaid, is re- 
quested to deliver said Committee a schedule of the sums 
that he shall have paid to each Company for rations as 
aforesaid 5 and the Council are hereby empowered to issue 
their warrants on the ‘Tyeasurer of this Colony to pay to’ 
said Colonel Lovell and Major Bliss, the sum of four huns 
dred Pounds, and to Colonel Milliams wod Mr, Perry, tho 
sum of eight hundred Pounds, to enable them to pay off 
suid Rolls as aforesaid, said Committee to be accountable: 
to the General Court for the same; 

And whoreas, his Excellency Genoral MMashington has 
signified to this Court, that he shall nood the assistance of 
the said Militia until the Jast of this month, and liom tho 
late virtuous zeal and ardour manifested in their conduct, 
the Cout have tho bighest confidence in their readiness to 
afford the same ; 

Resolved, That it bo, and hereby is strongly recom- 
mended to the Officers und Soldiers of each Campoay 
aforosaid, to reinlist themselves to serve in the said Army 
until the last day of January instant, ov for such a pat of 
said time as his Excellency General Washington shall ve- 
quize, upon tha pay, and under the regulations exprossed 
in the formor inlisunont. 

Resolved, That the Committee aforesaid ,are heraby 
directed to cause the foregoing Resolve to be forthwith 

vinted jn hundbills, and copits thereof delivered to each 
Japtain and commanding officer of tho Companies ufore- 
said, who are directed to cause tho said Resolve to be read 
to tho several Companies, 


Whaerons, tho Soldiers who were inlisted {nto the meri 
can Army belonging to this Colony, who have been dis- 
charged, and had recoived Fivo-Arms and Cartridge-Boxes, 
which were purchased and delivered to them by this Co- 
lony, were ordered to retun tho same to Richard Devans, 
Esquire, Commissary-Goneral of this Colony, anid to take 
his receipt for the same, to entitle them to yeenive the sums 
deducted for such Guns and Cartridge-Boxes out of thelr 
wages, as made up in their Pay-Rolls as lately exhibited : 
And whereas, the said Fire-Aims and Cartridge-Boxes 
wore purchased for the use of the Continental Army, and 
the Soldiers alleged that they have accordingly returned 
the same to the Ordnance Storekeeper of the American 
Army, or such other persons as were properly authorized 
to receive tho same by his Excellency General, Washing- 
ton; 

Theiefore, Resolved, That any Soldier who has received 
a Gun or Cartridge-Box from the Colony Store, and shall 
produce a certificate oither from the Quartermaster-Gene- 
ral or his Deputies, or the Ordnance Storekeeper of the 
American Army, that such Gun or Cartidge-Box has been 
by them returned into the Continental Store, the sanie cor- 
lificate shall bo deemed sufficient to all intents and purpo- 
ses as if the same was certified hy Richard Devans, Esq, 
the Commissary-Geneial of this Colony, uecording to the 
former Resolve of this Court. ™ 


The House then adjourned to ten o’élock, to-morrow 
morning. ‘ , 


Lan z, 


Wodnosday, January 10, 1776, 
A Receipt of Timothy Edwards, dated 12th August last, - 
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for one hundred pounds of Gunpowder, received of the 
Selectmen of the Town of Stockéridge, for the use of Col- 
onel Eastman’s Regiment at Crown-Poine; and an order 
drawn by said Selectmen the 5th December last, on Dea- 
con Elnathan Curtis, to procure or pay for ammunition, 
as mentioned in said order. 

Read, and committed to Captain Brown, of abington, 
Mr, Hale, My. Hobart, Major Smith, and Mr. Guild, who 
were directed ta-consider the matter thareof at large, 

Tue Lotter of Mr. Joshua Elderiein, brought down yes- 
terday, was read, and cominitted to Major Books and Dea- 
con Nichols, with such as the honourable Board should 
join. ta 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the House a Letter from 
his Excellency General Washington, enclosing a copy of 
Peleg Wadsworth’s account of Cape-Cod Harbour. Read, 
and sent up. 

Jabez Fisher, Esquire, brought down the Report of a 
Cotmmittga appointed to consider the Petition of some of 
the inbabitants of Majabigwaduce against the conduct of 
John Bakeman, Esquire, &e., viz: 

Lhe Committee appointed upon the Petition of some of 
the inhabitants of Majabigwaduce, against the conduct of 
John Bakeman, Esquire, relative to his conduct with the 
people of that place, have attended that service, and head 
the said Bakeman in his defence of the charges alleged 
agninst him in said Petition, and have examined the deposi- 
tions and declarations relating to the conduct of the Commit- 
tee of Safety, and numbers of the inhabitants of that place. 
Your Committee have great reason to suspect that a num- 
ber of said inhabitants and petitioners, under the counte- 
nance of gome of the Commitee of Sufety of that place, 
have the ‘last year, in many instances, supplied our enc- 
mies with wood and live stock, thereby counteracting the 
Resolves of the Congress. 

And it doas not appear to (he Committee that the said 
Bakeman has acted an unfitendly part to his country, or 
has, done any thing to forfeit the trust reposed in him by 
his appointment to the office of a Justice of the Peace for 
the County of Lincoln; and with respect to tho riot com- 
mitted on said Bakeman in December last, it being of such 
an alarming nature, we think that unless some methods are 
spegdily tuken in order to ing the perpetrators thereof to 
condign pubishment, it will prove of vary mischiovous con- 
soquences, and that it isa matier of so much importance, 
that it deserves the attention of the whole Court. - 

Lead Barsamin Cuapsounn, per order. 

In Council, January 10,1776: Read, and accepted, and 
Ordered, That Moses Gill and John Taylor, Esqs., with 
such as the honourable House shall join, be a Committee 
to consider the subject-matter of the above Report, and 
what is (irther necessury to be done. 

Read,-and concurred, and Colonel Norton, Mr. ITovey, 
and Captain Hathaway, are joined. 


Aflernoon, 

Michael Farley, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee of both Houses, appointed to consider the Po- 
tition of Charles Chauncy, Esq., read December 20, vin: 

That the prayer of the Petition be granted, and that an 
Order pass this Court to the person, or peisons, who may 
have the Goods, Clothing, or Furniture, mentioned in the 
Petition, or Invoice, in their possession, to deliver the same 
to the order of Charles Chauncy, Esq, or Mr. Neal Me- 
Intyer, as soon as demanded. 

Jabez Fisuer, per order. 

In Council, January 10, 1776: Read, and accepted, ' 
and, +, a 

Thereupon, Resolved, That the Committee of French- 
mat’s Bay be directed to deliver all the Goods, Clothing, 
or Furniture, mentioned in the enclosed schedule, to the 
order of Charles Chauncy, Esq., or Mv. Neal Melntyer, 
on demand. Read, and conourred, 

Resolved, That the choice of 2 Committeo to fo to 
Balmouth be put off to Friday next, ten o'clock, A. M. 

The House proceeded, according to the Order of the 
Day, to the choice of a Committee on the part of the 
House, for the purposes expressed’ in a Resolve brought in 


by Mr, Gerry, And Colonel Porter and Mr. Brown,tof fast. 


Boston, being nominated, were appointed. . 
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The Resolve being amended, passed the House, and is 
as follows, viz: 

Resolved, That Colonel Porter and Mt. Brown, of Bos- 
ton, with such as the honourable Board shall join, be, and 
they hereby are appointed a Committee to settle the Ac- 
counts remaining unsettled on the Books of the late Conm- 
mittee of Supphes, and to collect or pay the balances that 
may be due to or from the Colony on said Accounts; also, 
to take care of the Brigantines Rockingham and Unity’s 
cargoes, and such a part of the Schooner Maccaron?, as 
helongs to the Colony; also, to see that the order of this 
Court be complied with by Captain William Johnson, late 
commander of the Schooner Brittania, relative to his de- 
livering to the Commissary of’ said Colony the neat pro= 
ceeds of the cargo of said Schooner, consigned him by the 
said late Committee of Supplies, exclusive of what he shall 
produce receipts of having delivered agreeable to any or~ 
der of said Court. And they are further directed, to re~ 
ceive fiom the files of said Committee of Supplies all the 
papers relative to said vessel, or any of the persons having 
Accounts unsettled, as aforesaid, and, upon the arrival of 
any of them, to cause the proceeds of their cargoes ae 
ed in military stores) to be delivered to the Colonial Com- 
missary, and take his reccipts therefor, and to certify to the 
Standing Committee on Accounts the sums whieh they shall 
find necessary to discharge the portage-bills, hire, and other 
necessary charges attending the said voyages, that shall be 
due from the Colony afoiesnid. And the Standing Com- 
mittees on Accounts are hereby empowered to pay and 
discharge the portage-bills, hire of vessels, and other char- 
ges that shall be examined and certified by the Committee 
now chosen, as aforesaid, they to be accountable to the 
General Court for their doings, 

Ordered, That Major Bliss, Dr. Jletcher, and Mr. 
Bancroft, be 1 Committee to count and sort the votes fox 
some persons to repair to Philadelphia, with the state of 
Disbursements of this Colony, &a, 

On a motion, Resolved, That the Committee consist of 
one person only, and that twelve o'clock, to-morroty, be 
assigned for the choice of some person for that purpose. 

Wherens, in the present contest with Britain the Mili- 
tia of the several United Colonies of America may bo fie- 
quently called forth to defend their invaluable rights and 
liberties, and {tis indispensably necessary to the welfare of 
the Colonies that such of the said Militia as shall have 
conducted in the service with a laudable zeal and fidelity, 
should be fully satisfied with publick ineasures, and at all 
times so accommodated and re\varded for their services, 
that the Colonies may have the fullest assurance of a re- 
newal of their engagements, whenever the same shall be 
required ; and whereas, it will be much for the convenience 
and advantage of any part of the said Militia, wher called 
as a temporary reinforcement for the American Aimy, to 
receive (heir wages at the time of their dismistion, as the 
trouble and expense of a future application for the sama 
would gicatly reduce tho reward of their services, and mhy 
tend to discourage their inlisting again : 

It is, therefore, Resolved, As the opinion of this Court, 
that it will greatly tend to promote the service in this Co- 
lony, and encourage the reinlistment of that part of the 
Militia of said Colony, now in the American Army as & 
temporary reinforcement, if they could be assured by his 
Excellency General Washington that they should be paid: 
their wages at the time of their discharge from service. 

Resolved, That Mr. Speaker and Colonel Thayer, with 1 
ach asthe honourable Board shall join, be, and they here- 
by are appointed a Committee to apply to his Excellency 

eneral Vashington, with a copy of the preceding Re- 
solve, and, also, of a Resolve of this Court relative to the 
reinlistment of the Militia, aforesaid. 

A Petition of John Tufts, of Belfast, in Penobscot, set * 
ting forth, that he came from thenco to inform the Court’ 
that fourteen families now dwelling on Long-Island, bey 
from time to time, supplied the Ministerial forces witledkde* 
wood and other necessaries, and praying that they; nye 
removed, or otherwise discountenanced ; alsd, Pep yIngfor 

ammunition, and for the direction of the Cuart vith Fen 
spect toa large quantity of wood an UW se glee at’ Bel- 
. ' 


. « 
Read, and committed wo the Cotlimittee of both Houses, 


A 
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appointed to consider the subject-matter of a Report ou the 
Barhion ofa number of the Ivhabitants of Majabigwaduce, 
relative to the conduct of John Bakeman, Usq. 


The Committee appointed to consider aud report some 
Directions to the Committee on Muster-Rolls, with respect 
to Minors and Servants, reported, Rend, and not ac- 
cepted.* 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down the Militia Bi, 
with sundry amendments thereof proposed by the honour- 
able Board, and the same were considered by the Louse. 

The House then adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Thursday, January 11, 1776, 

Jedediah Foster, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee of both fouses, appointed to consider a Plan 
for fitting out Armed Vessels for the defence of American 
liberty. 

Joseph Palmer, we brought down a Letter froin his 
Excellency General Mashington, dated the 10th current, 
relative to the strength of the Linos, Recruits, and Recruit- 
ing-Officers. 

Read, and committed to Captain Stone, Mr. Jewett, of 
Ipswich, and Major Brooks, with such as tho honowablo 
Hear may join. 


Charles Chauncy, Esq., brought down the following 
Resolve, viz: 

In Council, January 11, 1776: Whereas, by a Rosolye 
of the Genoral Court, passed the 9th of November Inst, 
among other things, it was 

Resolved, That tho Captains and other Ofticors who 
matohed on the alarm of tho 19th of April last, bo direct 
od to make up their respective Rolls as soon as may he, 
and lodge thom in the Seeratary’s Office, for the consider 
ation of tho Court; and wherens, by the said Resolve tho 
pryment of said Rolls were ordered to be stayed till the 
Accounts of tho Innholdors, and others, who aflorded cn- 
tortainment or money to bear their expenses to the men 
borne on said Rolls, in their warch to and from the place 
of rendezvous, should be preferred and considered by this 
Court, which accounts wero directed to bo oxhibited: to 
this Court on or before the 20th day of December then 
next; and whereas, the said Ordor of Court directing tho 
Accounts of Invholders, and others, to bo exhibited, hath 
not been complied with, and the Officers who have pre- 
sented their Rolls are soliciting the payment thereof: 

Therefore, Resolved, That Samuel Jfolten, Wsq., with 
such as the honourable House shall join, bo a Committee 
to take tho premises into considaration, and report some 
remedy for the foregoing difficulty. 

Rend, atid coneurrad, and Captain Stone and Colonel 
Lovell avo joinod. 


Caleb Cushing, Rsq., brought down tho Resolve which 
passed this Llouse the Sth instant, relative to the [states 
of Relugees, with the following Vote of Council thereon, 
vind ; 

In Council, January 11, 1776: Rend, and concurred 
with tho amendments specified in the annexed Paper. 


Tho amendmonts proposed by the honourablo Board, are 
asdallows, viz: At A, dele “above described,” and insert, 
§.who have joined the Ministerial troops and others, or 
who have absconded this Colony as aforesaid.” At B, dole 
“the above described persons, or any of them,” and ins 
sert, “those who have joined the Ministerial troops and 
others, or who have absconded the Colony as aforesaid.” 


ry 

#Iy tng House or Rernrsentatives, January 10, 1776; Whorens, 
in consequence of a Resolve of this Court, the Cuptain of cach Compa+ 
ny thal engaged in the Army raised hy this Colony bofoie they became 
ao Obniinontal Army, was directed to mako up Muster-Rolla for thom. 
solyor, and comprnios undor their respretive command, until tho first 
day of Augnel lust past; and whovous, in said oompanics thore miay bo 
divorg poraons batho on auid Rolls who aro minora, indontod sor vante, 
and slaves for Jifo, and many doubis huya arisen to whoin the wagos of 
suolt persgna ought to lo pald: 

+ Phorofora, Résalved, That uny porson thut shall make it appear to 
tho Roeoiver.Gonoral of this Colobsy, that uny porson borno on tho Rolls 
Moroanid is a Minor,-Indonted Soiyant, or Slave for life, tho Mestor, 
Pnapt; or Guardian of such porgon, shall bo allowad to racaive the one. 
half of the wages duo to such Soldior, from the timo ho inlisted to tho 
suid fist day of August, unless auch Sojdior hag already resolved moro 
thon one.balf of his wages; ind, in euch ange, the aforesaid Master, 
Paront, or Guardian, to rvcoive tho remainder of his wages; and tho 
said Reosiyer.General is direoted to conduct. deoordingly. A 

Notaccopted: : Bey . 
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At, add, “to whom they are to be accountable, provided 
always, that nothing in the foregoing Resolve shall extend 
to such astates, real or personal, as are now improved by 
porsons late inhabitants of the ‘Town of Boston, who have 
given up their estates in said town to the owners of tho 
estates on which they now dwell.” 

Read, and non-coneuried, and the House propose the 
following amendments, viz: At A, dele  abovo described,” 
and insert, “who have joined the Ministerial troops and 
others, or who havo absconded this Colony as afuresaid,” 
At B, dele “ the above described persons, or any of thom,” 
and insert, those who have joined the Ministerial troops 
and others, or who have absconded this Colony as afore- 
said. 


Mr. Speaker communicated to the House a Letter from 
the Tlonourable PFidliam Williams, Wsq., Speaker of the 
House of Assembly, of Connecticut, enclosing three Acts 
passed in that Colony, viz: 

One intituled, “An Act for restraining and punishing all 
persons who te inimical to the libgrtics of this and tha 
rest of the United Colonies, and for directing proceedings 
therein,” 

Another intituled, “An Act for raising and equipping a 
body of Minute-Meu, to be held in readiness for the better 
defence of that Colony.” 

The other intituled, “An Act for oncouraging the manu- 
facturo of Saltpetre and Gunpowder,” 

All which Acts were read, and committed to Mr, Speak- 
or and Major Zewley, with such os the honourable Board 
may join. 

‘The amendments proposed by the honourablo Board to 
bo mado in the Militia Wi, were again considered and non+ 
concurred, and the [ouse proposed divers other amend= 
ments, which were sent up for concurrence, 


Afternoon, 

A Petition of Elisha Wheeler, praying (for rensons par- 
ticulasly set forth in snid Potition,) consideration ahd allow- 
anco for a Horse which was shot undor him on the day of 
the butule of Lexington, , 


Read, and committed to Major Lodges, Mr. Bent, and : 


Deacon Rarwson. 

A Petition of Charles White, praying consideration and 
allowance fofa Horse belonging to him, which was taken 
and carried away in the time of the battle of Lewington. 

Read, and tho Petitioner td Icave to withdraw bis Po- 
tition, ‘ 

Ordered, That the Committea on Muster-Rolls be di- 
rected to disullow the wages of such as are noted on the 
Rolls as doserters. 


Ordered, That tha Committeo on Mustor-Rolls be di- 
rected to pursue tho inswuctions given them in alate Re- 
solve of this Court, 

Benjamin Lincoln, lsq., brought down the Militia Bill, 
with tho following Voto of Council, via: 

Jn Council, January 11, (776; Read, and concurred 
with the amendments proposed by the honourable House, 
with the additional amendment at CC, via: At CC ihsert, 
“ Justices of the Peace.” 

Read, and non-concurted, and the House adhere to theiy 
own vote. 

Ordered, That the Members from the Soa-Const Coun- 
ties, where any Officors are to be appointed, prepare a list, 
to be laid upon the table as soon as may he. * 

The House then adjourned till ten o’clock, to-morrow 
morning, 

. 

u ; Friday, Jonumy 12, 1776,. 

A Petition of Joseph Pearse Palmer, sotting forth, that 
he officiated solely in the capacity of Quarte:rmaster-Ge- 
neral from May Ist to August 14th, and praying to be re- 
imbursed the expenses ho was at during that timo, agree 
able to an Account annexed, 

Read, and committed to Deacon Sticknay, My, Jewett, 
of Litileton, and Major Smith. 


Ordered, That Major Fuller, Deacon Stickney, and 


Colonel Zowe, be a Cortmittce to inquire into the state of 
the Treaspry, and repor} what money there now is, or is, 


likely to be therein in two or three days, 


, e 


a 


o 
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Ordered, That 9 message go to tho honourable Board, 
to inquire if they have any matter to send down that ro- 
quires an immediate attention of the Touse. 

Jabez Fisher, Ksq., came down and informed the House 
that the Board do not expect to sond any Messenger down 
this forenoon. | : 

A Petition of the Selectmen of Watertown, praying to 
be reimbursed the expense of mounting eight pieces of 
Cannon that were brought out from Boston in October 
last. Read, and committed to the Committee on Accounts, 


Aftornoon, 

Moses Gill, Tesq., brought down a Letter from Mr, Ti- 
mothy Parsons, dated Pownalborough, January 2, 1776, 
relative to the conduct and behaviour of one Bavcer and 
one White there, and praying that something may be done 
by the Court for the peace of the town, with the following 
Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, January 12, 1776: Read, and committed to 
the Committee on the Petition of Majabigwaduce, 

Read, and concurred, 

Jedediah Foster, Esq., brought down the Militia Bill, 
with a vote of Council proposing amendments therein. 

The House considered the Report of the Committee 
appointed to consider a Plan for fitting out Armed Vessels, 
&eo. 

Whereupon, Ordered, That the Report be recommit- 
ted, and the Committee are directed to report an estimate 
of tlre expenses of building and furnishing the Vessels 
therein proposed to be provided. 

«John Whetcomd, Esq. brought down the Report of the 
Comunittee of both Housos on the two Petitions of the Se- 
lectmen of the Town of Dorchester, 

In Council, January 12, 1776; Read, and accepted. 

John Whetcomb, Esq., at the same time brought down a 
Deposition of Hbenezer and James Goodel. 


The House then adjourned to nine o’clock, to-morrow 
morning. 


Saturday, Jannary 13, 1776, 

A Petition of Samuel Osgood, praying an allowance for 
his gervices as Major of Brigade, from tho 14th of April 
to ibe Q3th of July. Read, and committed to Mr. Petts, 
Mr. Hobart, and Mr, Phillips. 

The Report of the Committee of both Houses on the 
two Petitions of the Selectmen of Dorchester, was consi- 
dered, and not accepted, and ordered to be recommitted, 
and the Committee are directed Lo consider and report upon 
said Petitions separately. 

“A Petition of the Committee of Correspondenco for the 
Town of Manchester, praying that they may have liberty 
to raise a Company of men to be under the direction of 
Colonel Foster, of Gloucester, for particular reasons set 
forth in the Petition, or that the town may be otherwise 
assisted and relieved. Read, and committed to the Com- 
mitteo on tlie state of the Sen-Coast. 

John Whetcomb, Esquire, brought down a Deposition of 
‘Ebenezer"and James Goodel, relative to one Joseph Bow- 
ditch, of Salem, his refusing to take Bills of publick Credit 
in discharge of a bond due to him from Mr. George Small, 
with the following Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, January 12, 1776: Read, and committed to 
John Taylor, Esq., with such as the honourable House 
shall join. 

Read, and concurred, and Colonel Grout and Mr, 
Brown, of Boston, eve joined. 

Ordered, That 4 message go to the honourable Board, 
informing them that the House propose, on Monday next, 
ten o’clock, A. M., to come to the choice of Officers for 
the Company to be stationed at Plymouth, for Officers of 
the Company to be stationed at Two, and for a Captain 
to command a Company at Cunderland, in the room of 
Captain Rice, engaged in the Continental service, if agrec- 
able to the honourable. Board, 

Whereas, the Captains and Ligutenants of the Militia 
who have lately joined the Army, as a temporary reii- 
forcement, have not been commissioned according to the 
several stations to which they may have been elected, and 
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whereas they may continue a longer time in service than 
was at first expected: - 

Therefore, Resolved, That the honourable Council of 
this Colony be desired to commissionate all such Officers as 
aforesnid, according to their several ranks, who, with fifty 
men or upwards, (accounting in said number Officers, and 
also, such men as have inlisted from the respective Com- 
panies into the Continental Army,) shall incline to con- 
tinue in the service till the last of this month, or till the 
10th of February next, if occasion shall require, upon their 
being certified of their appointments, according to the Re- 
solves of this Court, and of their retaining the number of 
men specified in this Resolve. 

Ordered, That Major Hawley, Mr. Speaker, and Mr. 
Gerry, with such as the honourable Board may join, be a 
Comimittee to revise the Militia Bill, and report what 
amendments they think are proper to be made therein. 

Pr ae the House adjourned till Monday next, ten o'clock, 


Monday, January 15, 1776, 

Captain Phineas Smith, who was veturned a Member 
from the Town of Granby, made his first appearance in 
the Louse, 

A Petition of the Selectmen of ReAoboth, setting forth, 
that the inhabitants of said town have erected a breastworlk 
for their defence, and mounted four pieces of ordaance 
therein, and praying some consideration and allowance 
therefor, and liberty to raise a Company in said town. 
Read, and committed to the Committee on the state of 
the Sca-Coast. “. 

The Memorial of William Taunt, brought down Decem- 
ber 23. Read, and dismissed. 

Resolved, That ten o'clock, to-morrow, A, ML, be as- 
signed for consideration of tho Report relative to the Poor 
of Boston and Charlestown, 

Resolved, That twelve o'clock, to-morrow, be assigned 
for the choice of a Committee to go to Falmouth, in (he 
recess of the Court. 

Resolved, That three o’clock, to-morrow, P. M., be as- 
signed for the consideration of the Resolvo for erecting a 
pentagonal Fortification for the security of warlike stores. 


Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to inform thom that the House proposo, at three o’olock, itt 
the afternoon, by joint ballot, to came to the choice of Oflt- 
cers for the Company to be stationed at Truro, and also 
for a Captain to command a Company to be raised in the 
County of Cumberland, in the room of Captain Rice, if 
agreeable to the honourable Board. i 

Whereupon, Bengamin Lincoln, Esquire, came down 
and informed the Louse that the honourable Board had 
agreed! to come to the choice of the above-mentioned Ofi- 
cers, agtecalle to the proposal of the House, 


Resolved, That four o'clock, in the afternoon, be as- 
signed for the choice of some person to go to Philadelphia 
with the Accounts of this Colony, &c. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cooper bring in a Resolve for rais- 
ing the price of Hay which has been, or may be, procured 
for the Army, by order of the Court, to six Pounds per 
ton, and to recommend to those towns who have not pro- 
cured the quantity set on them, respectively, to provide the 
same immediately. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cooper, Major Davis, Captain 
Thatcher, Mr. Jewett, and Colonel Thompson, ba a Gom~ 
mittee to consider what further is necessary to be done fox 
supplying the Army with Hay. 

A Letter from bis Excellency General Washington, re- 
lative to a want of Fire-Arms forthe Army, Rend, and 
committed to Mr, Pités, Colonol Woodbridge, and Cap- 
tain Smith, with such as the honourable Board may join. 


The Committee on the Petition of Caleb Hyde rena 
Read, and recommitted ; and Mr. PVhite, of Hatfield, and Mes. 
Dobart, ave added to the Committee; and the Cofnigitteé: 


Fhge oe 


, were directed to inquire thoroughly into the matfek, “2s, 


Resolved, That the person from Zartfardp“wlio-was 
sent for on the business of erecting,Powder-Mills, prodecd: 
first to Andover. , wg Bs 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Mit Pitts, ‘Colonel Thurs 
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ony Colonel Norton, and Mr. Cushing, bo a Committee to 
consider, and report at large, the best method of supplying 
the camp with Wood. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to desire them, if they have concurred with a vote of this 
House on General MVashington’s Letter, to enjoin the 
Committee to sit forthwith. 

Ona motion, Ordered, That Major Hawley, Mr. Gerry, 
My. Cushing, Mr. Pitts, and Colone) Thampson, be a Com- 
mittee to consider what further is necessary to be dono for 
the defence of the Sea-Coast. 


Resolved, That the honourable Board be, and they here- 
by are empowered to draw an order on the Treasurer of 
this Colony, in favour of the Honourable James Warren, 
Esquire, Paymaster-General of the Continental Army, for 
the sum of fifty thousand Pounds, lawful money, upon the 
said James Warren, Esquire, giving his note to return the 
said sum to tho suid Treasurer as soon as he shall receive 
a supply of money from the Continental Congress. 


Jedediah Foster, Esquire, brought down the Militia Bill, 
with proposed amendments, 


Afternoon, 


Whereas, the Town of PZymouth will derive hut little 
additional strongth from the Company to be stationed thoro, 
if it be formed wholly from the Inhabitants of suid towns: 

Therefore, Ordered, That the Officers who shall be ap- 

jointed to raisoand command said Company, do not inlist 
of tho Inhabitants of the ‘Town of Plymouth into said Com- 
pany more than one-quarter of the sume, including Oflicors. 


Ordered, That Colonel Otis be on the Committee to 
consider the Lotter from Gonoral Mashtngton, in the ropm 
of Mr, Pitts, engaged on another Committec. 


Moses Gil{, Uisq., brought down the Report of the Com- 
mitteo on his Excellency Genoral IVashington’s Letter, of 
the 10th instant, 


Sanuel Eolten, Fsq., brought dawn a Letter from the 
Honourable Join Lfancock,* lsq., dated January 2d, on- 
closing sundry Resolutions of the honourable Continental 
Congress; and, also, a Letter from the Llonourubles John 
Hancock, Thomas Cushing, Samuel Adams, and Aobert 


# Pauavrrausa, Junuary 2, 1776,—ITonounaoiy Gunriunaen s [havo 
tho honour to transmit you govoral resolutions passed in Congroas, to 
whith [beg laure to rofor you. Tho moncy ordoted in sonsoquonce 
gf tho accounts you were plousnd to transmit to your Dologates, sota 
off this day, of which Mr, Cushing Is so kind ag lo tule charge, I 
Tiopo it will urrivo safo, and that tho conduct of your Nologatos, in this 
instanco, will meot your approbation. 

As Ian now oalled upon to attond publick business, I bog lonyo to 
rofor you to Mr, Cushing for further patticulaia, Wishing you the com. 
plimonta of tho soason, L havo tho honour to bo, gontlomen, your most 
Obediont soryant, Jon [lANcoon, President. 


To tho Ionourablo tho Asaombly, 


In cue House ov Rernesunrarives, January 15, 1776; Road, and 
vammittad, with the papore accompanying, to Mr, Spankor, Major 
Hawley, and Mr, Pitts. with such ag tho honourable Board muy jom, 

Sont up for conourronea, J. Warren, Speaker 
* Is Counow, January 16, 1776: Read, and concurred, and Walter 
Spooner and Jodediah Poster, Baquiros, ura joinod, 
Penuz Marron, Deputy Secretary, 

Tho Committoo report that tho above Letter, and Rosolyos of Congrosa 
accompanying it, ouglit to be registered on tho records of the Ganoral 
Court; and thoy bog’ lonye to sit again, 

In Counoi, January 23,1776: Road, nnd accapted, and Ordered, 
That. tha same bo rocordod necordingly 5 and tho Cummittus aro allowed 
to nit ngain, Sont down for conourronco, 

Prnez Mopron, Deputy Secretary. 

In rie House or Rernesenratives, January 24,1776: Rend, and 
concurred. Sorit up, J. Wanren, Speaker. 

In Counotr, January 26,1776; Road, and Ordered, That John Wine 

thrap, Hisq., bo of tho aboyo Committee, in tha room of Walzer Spooner, 
Esq, who ke absont, Penuz Monvon, Deputy Secretary, 
+ + Paraneyrna, January 1, 1776.—Honovnanry Guavnenrn: Wo 
have had the honour to receive the momorial of the General Court to 
the Congrosg, und tho accounts accompanying tho same, which wo im. 
modiatel iy lal bofore the Congrosa, ‘Thoy weroseferrod to 2 Commnitteo, 
but could not be’ passed pon, as the vouchors did not come with them.’ 
Howoyor, they havo vated to adyanco to tho Colony, in part of thoir 
Kecounta, the sum of four hundrod and forty.throo thousand thie hun. 
dred and thirly.thras dollare and ona.third of a dollar, which wo hava 
rocalvod, and hirad u light wagon to convoy it to Water town, unigy tho 
caro of Mr, Cushing. Hnglowed, you hava an involoe of tho simo, 
whioh wo wish safo to hand, é 

Wo are, with gront rospect, your Honours! most obotiont, humble 

sorvante, Joun Wancoox,  Saaves. Apase, 

Tuomas Cusung, Ronse Trav Pare. 
Lo the Honourable tho Mombors of tho Genoral Assombly of tho Mas. 
~ saghugetts.Bay, at Wateriqun. 
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Tyeat Paine, Esquires, enclosing an invoice of four hun- 
dred and forty-three thousand threo hundred and thirty- 
threo dollars, and one-third of a dollar, advanced by ile 
honourable Congress aforesaid, in part of the Account of 
this Colony, which accompanied a Memorial sent to the 
said Congress. All which wero read, and committed to'Mr, 
Speaker, Major Efazwley, and Mr, Pitts, with such as thé 
honourable Board may join. : 

Ordered, That a message go to the honournble Board to 
inform them, that this House proposo, at five o’clock, this 
afternoon, to come to tho choice of a Commissary for Lar- 
paulin- Cove, in the room of Mr, Stephen Nye, who declines 
serving, by joint ballot, if agreenble to the honourtble 
Board. 

Ordered, That a mossage go to the honourable Boardy 
informing them that this Tlouse is now ready, agreeable to 
the Order of the Day, to come to the choice of Officers for 
the Companics to bo stationed at Plymouth and Truro, 
and for a Captain to command a Company in the County 
of Cunmbertand, in the room of Cayjain Rice, and that 
they propose to begin with the Oflicers for Plymouth Com- 

any, 

Thon, Ordered, That Colonel owe, Mr. Dix, and 
Major Brooks, he a Committee to receive and sort the 
voles, who having carried up the votes, for the Officers of 
the Company at Plymouth, veported that the following gen- 
tlumen were chosen, viz; Jesse Jlarlow, Captain; James 
Oharchill, Vivet Lioutounnt; Bmothy Gogdwin, Sccond 
Lioutonant ; /Pilliam Matson, Esq. Commissary. 

Tho same Committeo having carried up the votes for 
Ofiicers for the Company at Zruro, reported thay the fol 
lowing gentlemen wore chosen, viz: Joseph Smith, Cap- 
tain; Uezekiah Harden, Vivst Lieutenant; Seth Smith, 
Second Lieutenant; and Captain Samuel Barden, Com+ 
missary. 

The sane Committee having carried up the votes for a 
Captain to command a Company at Falmouth, in the 
County of Cumberland, reported that Captain Bryant 
Morton was unanimously chosen, 

Tho same Committce having carried up the votes for a 
Commissary at Larpaudine Cove, reported that Mt, Thomas 
Jones, Jun., was chosen. 

Ordered,.That Deacon Rawson, Deacon Nichols, and 
My. Low, be a Cominittee to count and sort the votes foy 
some person to go to Philadelphia with the Accounts of 
this Colony, &c. 

Who reported that Mr, Isaac Lothrop was unanimously 
chosen, : 

On a motion, Ordered, That a message go to the ho- 
nourable Boord, informing them that tho House propose to 
complete the choice of Officers for the Sen-Coast Forees, 
by joint ballot, to-morrow, at five o'clock, in the afternoon, 
if agreeable to the honourable Board, 

Ordered, That tho Resolve, empowering the honours 
able Council to draw on the Treasurer in fivour of the 
Ronourablo James Warren, Eisq,, bo taken into a new deft, 
which being done accordingly, was read, and accepted, vin: 

Whoreas, representation bas been made to this Court by 
a Committoe thereof, that his Excellency General Wash- 
ington was desirous of borrowing, for the use of the Con+ 
tinental Army, a supply of Money: 

Resolved, That the Council be, and they hereby are 
empowered, to draw on the Trensurer of this Colony for 
the sum of fifty thousand Pounds, lawful mortey, in favour 
of his Excellency aforesaid, as Commander-in-obief of the 
Continental Army, or for such a part of said sum as lus 
Excellency shall have a present domand for, he giving an 
obligation, in his capacity aforesaid, t@ return the same to 
the said ‘Treasurer when demanded. 

The Ifouse considered and agreed to the nmendments 

roposed by a Committee of both Houses to be made to 
the Militia Bill, the amendments on the last label being 
first taken into a new draft, 

Resolved, That Major Cross be dosived to furnish Col- 
onel Lovell with some Saltpetro, mage agreenble to Doctor 
Whiting’s plan, that ho may make an experiment of the 
same by manufacturing # into Gunpowder. 

The House then adjourned, till ten o’¢lock, to-morrow, 
morning. 


got 
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Tuesday, January 16, 1776. 
A Patition of AVilliam Lenshaw, praying consideration 
and allowance for his services as Adjutant-General, under 
the appointment of the Provincial Congress, in the Army 
under the command of General /Vard. 
Rend, and committed to Colonel Thurston, Captain 
Ward, and Captain Carpenter, 


Ordered, That tho consideration of the Report relative 
to the Poor of Boston and Charlestown, be put off to ten 
eolock, to-moriow morning, 


Resolved, That Mr, Isaae Lothrop be, and he hereby 
is empowered to present the preceding state of disburse- 
ments of this Colony in the defence of American liberty, 
to the honourable Continental Congress for approbation and 
sallowance, and to recvive the balance of such sum, or sums, 
as shall be allowed thereon, and pay or cause to be paid 
the same to the ‘Treasurer of the Colony aforesaid. 


The Report of the Committee of both Houses on his 
Excollency General /ashington’s Letter of the 10th in- 
stant, was read, considered, and accepted as follows, viz: 


The Committee appointed to consider what further mea- 
sures are necessary to be taken for procuring Hay for the 
Army, reported, Read and accepted. 

Whereas, by a Resolve of this Court, which passed this 
House the 16th of December Inst, it was recommended to 
a number of towns in the Counties of Suffolk, Esseu, Mid- 
dlesex, Plymouth, and Worcester, as they regarded their 
own safety, and the general welfare of these Colonies, to 
take effectual measures to supply the enmps at Cambridge 
gud Roxbury with such quantities of May, as was set to the 
respective towns named in said Resolve, at the rates of five 
Pounds per ton for English Way, and forty Shillings per 
ton for salt Hay: And whereas, upon a thorough inquiry 
made by this Court, it now appears that the allowance then 
made is below the market price, and shart of what has been 
usually given by the inhabitants of this Colony, under a 
like scarcity with the present: 

Resolved, That it be recommended to those towns which 

have not as yet forwarded to the camps the quantities of 
Hay which ny boon assigned them, that they send their 
respective quantities immediately, and et there- 
for, at the vate of six Pounds per ton for English, and fifty 
Shillings per ton for salt Hay ; provided the same shail be 
brought into camp within ten days from the date hereof; 
and lest the other towns mentioned in said Resolve, which, 
from an early regard to the recommendations of this Court, 
have already furnished their respective quantitios of Hay, 
should be sufferers for so doing, they are to 1eccive out of 
the Colony Treasury such sums as have been short paid 
them of the prices now allowed to bo given therefor, on 
their producing proper certificates to the honourable Board 
of the quantities furnished as aforesnid, who are hereby em- 
powered to grant warrants for the same; and the Solect- 
men and Committees of Correspondence in those towns are 
desixed to transmit to this Court the receipts for the Hay 
they havo already carried into camps, that so their regaid 
to the credit of this community, and zeal for the common 
eg may appear upon the publick records of this Co- 
ony. 
. Asi whereas, it may so happen, that at the expiration 
of said ten days, some towns may still remain deficient ; to 
prevent the sud consequences of such neglect, the Select- 
men of any delinquent town are hereby directed and em- 
powered to jmpress therein, for the uso of the Continental 
Army, so much Hay as will make up the full quantity as- 
signed such town hy the aforesaid Resolve of this Court. 

And the Committee named in the former Resolve, are 
divected to,sce that and the foregoing carried into execu- 
tion; and Colonel Zhompson is directed to get this Resolve 
printed in handhbills, and dispersed through the several 
townga mentioned in the schedulo annexed to tho first Re- 
solve. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to wait on his 
Excellency General Washington, oa the subject of his 
Letter of the 10th instant, be a Committee to present his 
Excellency a copy of.the Resolve of this Court for lend- 
ing him the sum of fifty thousand Pounds, 

On a motion, Ordered, That the Committee appointed 
to procure Sulphur, be directed to make an average of the 


Founru Sentes.—Vow. ty. 


MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY, 1776. 


1894 


price of what they may deliver to Mr. Samuel Phillips, 
Jun., according to what the Sulphur cost, which they may 
bay from time to time. . 

Eldad Taylor, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee of both Tioisee on his Excellency Generat 
TPashingtow’s Letter of the 15th instant, relative to the 
want of Fire-Arms for the Army, viz: 

That his Excellency be informed, that it is the opinion 
of this Court, there would be a general supply of Fire- 
Arms brought into the camp, if he would give publick 
notice that if the Recruits would come well armed they, 
should be allowed for the use of their Arms, and, if lost in 
the service, the just value of them should be paid, and that 
their Arms shall not be detained from them when their 
time of service shall expire. And that to detain the Arms 
of the Militia without their consent, would neither promote 
the good of the service, nor facilitate the arming the forces, 
as it would produce a general uneasiness through the coun- 
try. And that his Excellency be also informed that this 
Colony have in store but about two hundred Fire- Arms, 
part of which are out of repair; such as will do for the ser- 
vice, although provided for the particular use of this Colo- 
ny, we shall bo ready to doliver if they shall be ‘needed, 
and do all in our power to aid his Excellency in arming 


‘oops. 
tho traops Janus Prescory, per order, 


In Council, January 16, 1776: Read, and sent down, 

Read, and accepted, and thereupon Ordered, That the 
Cominittee appointed to wait upon his Excellency Gene- 
ral TVashington upon the subject of his Letter of the 10th 
cunent, be a Committeo to picsent bim a copy of the fore- 
going Repot, 

The House, agrecable to the Order of the Day, pro- 
eceded to the considoiation of the Bill for reviving and 
continuing sundry Luws that are expired, or near expiring. 

Ordered, That the further consideration of the same be 
put off to three o’clack, P, M. 

Ordered, That the choice of a Committce (o go to 
Falmouth, in tho recess of the Court, bo pat off to four 
o’clack, (o-morraw, P.M. 

Afiornoon, 

Ordered, That Deacon Nichols, Deacon Iatson, Ma« 
jor Brooks, Mr. Baldwin, Capt. Pillsbury, Deacon TVood, 
and Mr. Nye, bo added to the Commitice on Muster-Rolla, 
and the Committee are enjoined to sit forthwith, and give 
constant attendance, 

The Bill for reviving and continuing sundry Laws that 
are expired, and near expiring, was again considered by the 
Louse, and it having gone through a second reading, , 

Ordered, That it be read again to-moirow, eleven o'clock, 
A.M. 

Walter Spooner, Esq., came down and informed tho 
Houso that the honourable Board were now ready to come 
to the choice of the rest of the Officers for the Sea-Const 
Forces, and desired to bo informed what Officers the House 
propose to begin with. 

Whereupon, Ordered, Thata message go to the ho- 
nourable Board, informing them that the House propose to 
begin with the Officers for the Company to bo stationed 
at Salem. 

Ordered, That My, Baneroft, My. Cushing, of Plymp- 
ton, and Deacon Cheever, be a Committee on the part of 
the House to receive and sort the votes for the Sea-Coast 
Officers now to be chosen, 

Who having carried up the yotes for the Officers fot the 
Companies to be stationed at Salem, reported that the fol- 
lowing gentlemen were unanimously chosen, viz: 

Benjamin Ward, Captain ; Jonathan Harrenden, First 
Lieutonant ; Pilliam Marston, Second Lieutenant, 

The same Committee having carried up the votes for a 
Mustermaster for the County of Cumberland, reported, 
that Major Peter Noyes was unanimously chosen. : 

The same Committee having carried up the votes for # 
Mustormaster for the County of Dulces- County, rpported, 
that*Colonel Bertah Norton was unanimously chosen." * 

The same Committee having carried up the votes for 6 
Mustermaster for the County of Zssew, reportéd, that Mr. 
Daniel Hopkins was unanimously chosen. 

Tho same Committeea having carried up,the votes for 
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the Officers of the Company to be stationed at Sheepscut~ 
River, in the County of Lincoln, reported, that the follow- 
ing gentlemen weic chosen, viz: . ; ‘ 

Israel Davis, Captain; Nathaniel Winslow, First Lieu- 
tenant; Christopher ood idge, Second Lieutenant ; Da- 
aid Reed, Commissary. 

Ordered, ‘Yhat 2 messnge go to the honournble Board 
to inform them that this louse propose to put off the 
choice of Sea-Coast Officers till to-morrow, twelve o’clock. 


Resolued, That Mr. Zlopkins have leave to bring in a 
Resolve for the appointing of anothar Commissary for tho 
Salem and Marblehead Companies. : 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay upon the table the last 
establishment for Sea-Coast Forces, viz: for three Compa- 
nies to be stationed in the County of Lincoln, one at Trura, 
in the County of Barnstable, &c. 

Mr, Lopieins, agreeable to order, reported. Road, and 
accepted, 


Whereas, by a Resalve of this Court of the 27th of establishment before-mentioned. 


December last, provision is made for a Commissary for the 
Forces stationed on the Sea-Coast at Salem and Marblehead, 
and as it appears to be more for the publick benefit that 
there should be a Commissary for each of these towns: 

It is, therefore, Resolved, ‘That the Commissary alrendy 
appointed be a Commissary for the Companies at Marble- 
head only; and that a Commissary bo appointed for the 
Forces stationed in tho ‘l'own of Salem. 

The Louso then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 


Wednonday, January 17, 1778, 


Ordered, That the Doorkeeper direct tho attendance 
of Major Setoadl. 

Ordered, That Deacon Cheever be of the Committee 
to consider a meet grant to the President of Larvard Col- 
lege, in tho room of Colonel Irceman, absont. 


On tho Petition of Samuel Osgood, road January 18th : 

Resolved, Uhat the ‘Treasuror bo directed to pay him, 
or order, the sum of twenty-four Pounds, in full diseharga 
for his services as Major of Brigade in the Army, from the 
19th of April to the 20th of July last. 

Colonel Lovell, agrecable to order, reported. Read, and 
accepted, ; 

Whoreas, his Excellency General /Vashington hath in- 
formed this Cout, that he doth not think himself at liberty 
to pay four Companies of men who have generally done 
duty at Braintree, Weymouth, and Hingham, the last year ; 
and the said Companies having received no part of their 
pay from him since August Inst: 

Thorolore, Resolved, That tho Officers of the said four 
Companies bo directed to make up their Rolls to tho first 
day of January current, and observe such rules as wero 

iven to the Officers in the camps at Cambridge and Rox- 
uur ye 

A Potition of Lazarus Goodwin, of Plymouth, for him- 
self and brother Nathaniel, sotting forth, that they have a 
valuable sum of money, to the amount of one thousand 
Pounds, sterling, and upwards, at Cadiz, and praying that 
they may bo permitted to send a vessel therefor, for par- 
tloufar reasons set forth in said Petition. 

Read, and committed to Mr, Brown, of Boston, Colonel 
Otis, and Mr. Pheeler, 


The Resolve containing a commission of the gentlemen 
delegated by this Court to represent the Colony at the 
Continental Congress, brought down December 27th. Read, 
and committed to Mr. Speaker, Major Hawley, and Mr. 
Cooper, with such asthe honourable ‘Board may join; and 
said Committee are dirooted to form Instructions to snid 
se ea : 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to propare a 
Fee-Bill for the Admiralty Courts, ie diorod ta Tepal 
forthwith, 

A Petition of Joseph Ward, praying a reward for fis 
services as Aid-de-camp and Secretary to General Ward, 
from the 19th April to the 20th July, Read, and com- 
mitted to Mr. Jewett, of Ipswich, Deacon Cheever, and 
Major Johnson. 
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Benjamin Lincoln, Fsq., brought down tho Militiq Bill, 
with the following Voto of Council, viz: 

In Council, January 17, 1776: Road, and concuned, 
with the following amendment on the annexed label HH, 
yiz: Dele the words “ by any Officer inferior to the Colonel 
of the Regiment to which they belong.” 

My. Fyceman, agreeable to order, reported the following 
Resolve, which was read and accepted, vias 

Resolved, That that part of the Sea-Const establish- 
ment which respects the raising two Compnnias in tho 
County of Cumberland be so far reconsidered, as that Cap- 
tain Bryant Morton, lately appointed by this Court to com- 
mand one of the said Companies, be, and he is hereby 
empowered and directed to inlist the whole, or any part 
thereof in any other County in this Colony whore he can 
fil up the same with the greatest despatch, except in Sea~ 
Port Towns, and that Colonel Zhompson be, and hereby is 

> empowered and diected to sign inlisting orders, and give a 
Form of Inlistment to tho said Morton, agreeable to the 
e 

Ordered, That the Sceretary lay upon tho table the Re- 
nat of the Comniittee an his Uxeellency General Vash- 
mgton’s Letter of the [Oth instant. 

Whereupon, Mr, John Lowell, Deputy Secretary, pro 
tem., camo down and informed tho House that it was not 
upon the file, and supposed that through the hurry of busi- 
ness tho Committes carried it to the Goneral’s. 


On mation, Ordered, That seven Regiments, of soven 
hundred and twenty-eight mon each, including oficers, bo 
immediately rnised from tho Militia of this Colony, to join 
the Continental Army; and that Major Bliss, My. Crane, 
Colonel Lhurston, Captain Lhatcher, Mv. Durner, Mr. 
Davis, Colouel Godfrey, Deqeon Lovey, Major Learned, 
“Mr. Herrick, Captain Morton, and Captain Davis, bo a 
Committee to proportion the samo upon tho sevoral towns 
in their respective Counties, 

A Latter from his Execlleney General Mashington, of 
this day, dosiing the Court to order in, with as much ex- 
pedition as the nature of tho case will admit, sovon Regi- 
ments agreeable to the establishment of this Army, to con- 
tinue in service UI the Ist of April, if vequirod ; also, 
relative to tho purchaso of Iire-Arms; and, proposing to 
accept of a doan of half the sum which the Court cha 
offered to lend him. 

Read, and committed with ea copy of tho establishment 
of the Continental Army to the Committeo of Twelve, abave 
chosen, . 

The Committeo appointed to report a Bill for ostablish+ 
ing Foos for the Courts of Admiralty, reported, Read, 
and considered, and ordered to bo brought in, in form of a 
Resolve, 


A. Lottor from tho Committes of St. Georges, velativo 
to tho conduct of Captain Francis Llushill, in carrying a 
sloop-load of wood to Boston, &e. Rend, and committed 
to Colonel Orne, Mr. Cushing, and Major Cross. 

Tho amendment proposed by the honourable Board to 
he mado in tho Militia Till, was considered by the House, 
and tho Bill was recommitted to Mr. Gerry, Major Law- 
ley, and Mr, Cooper. 

Aflornoon, 

Jedediah Foster, Esq., brought down the two Patitiong 
of the Selectmen of Dorchester, with Reports thercon, * 

The Conunittee appointed to consider the ‘Account of 

, the Selectmen of Stockbridge, with regard to the Powiler 
by thom delivered for the use of this Colony, or Army, and 
being directed to take up the same at Jorge, reported by 
way of Resolve. Road, und accepted, 

Resolved, That the Committees, or Selectmen of the 
sevoral ‘owns in this Colony, send a just and true account 
of all the Powder, Load, and Flints, by them delivered, b 
order of the Congrass, or House of Representatives of this 
Colony, for the use of said Colony, or Army, to the Com- 
mittee of Accounts by the Ist day of Apri? next, in order to 
their being paid for the same, the Powder at five Shillings 
per pound, the Lead at five Pence per pound, the Flints at 
five Shillings per hundred, unless they choose to have the 
same replaced when tho state of this Colony will permit of. 

And itis further Resolved, That the Selectmen, or Corn- 
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mittees as aforesnid, send an account of all the Powder, 
Lead, and Flints, delivered to the Minute-Men or others, 
that wag used or left in the camp for the benefit of the Army 
on the alarm on the 19th day of Aprié last, or otherwise 
be loft in the camps for the use of the Army, that the same 
may be paid for by this Court, 


On the Potition of Eizabeth Sampson and others, Jn- 
dian inhabitants of Grafton, praying to be relieved respect- 
ing their income by the Interest money in the hands of the 
Guardians of that Tribe: 

Resolved, That whereas, the Honourable Artemas IVard, 
Esquire, one of their present Guardians, is necessarily em- 
pived in the Continental Army, and the others have neg- 

lected to 1elieve those Indians, it is become necessary that 
new Guardians should be appointed,-who shall, by such 
appointment, be vested with the same power, in all matters 
respecting the property of those Indzans, as the present 
Guardians have. 


The List of Fees for the Courts of Admiralty were 
again considered, and recomimitted to Colonel Otis, Mr. 
Jewett, ond Mr. Perry. 

The Committee to whom the Militia Bill was recommit- 
ted, reported an amendment to it. Read and accepted. 

The Bill for reviving and continuing sundry Laws that 
ara expired, and near expiting: Read a third ume, and 
passed to be engiossed, 


On a motion, Ordered, That Mr, Cooper, Major Cross, 
and Colonel Lovell, be a Committee to consider the neces- 
sity of raising a Company of Matrosses to defend the for 
tresses orected in the ‘Town of Marblehead, 

The Houso then adjourned till ten o’clock, to-morrow 
morning. 


Thursday, Januory 18,1776. 
+ An Account of Mr, Joseph Palmer, for his time and ex- 
pense in bringing Doctor Gelston from Falmouth, 

Read, and committed to the Committee on Accounts. 

An Account of the Selectmen of the Town of Worcester, 
for providing Clothes for the Prisoners in the Jail in the 
County of Worcester, Read, and committed to the Com- 
mittee on Accounts, 

Jt was moved, That a Committee be appdinted to con- 
sider the,oxpediency of establishing a Chaplain and an Ar 
mourer for the Forces to be'stationed at Falmouth, in the 
County of Cumberland; and the question being put, it 
passed in the negative, 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down the Militia Bill, with 
the (owing Volu of Council, via: 

In Council, January 17, 1776; Read, and non-concur- 
red, and passed to be engrossed, with the label H Tl, and 
the label at the end of the Bill, reported by the Committee 
appointed to revise the Bill, and accepted by the honour- 
ble House. 

Road, and concurred. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Uisq., brought down the Report of 
the Committee of both Houses appointed to examine into 
the character and conduct of Doctor Samuel G'elston, lately 
apprehended by order of the General Court. 

In Council, January 17, 1776: Whereus, it appears by 
Doctor Gelsfon’s confession, that he has contiavened the 
Resolves of the American Congress, and has supplied the 
enemies of American libertios with sundry articles of pro- 
vision; and, by other evidence, it appears that the said 
Samuel Gelston is unfliendly to the liberties of this country, 
and is a dangerous person: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the said Samuel shall not be 
liberated,uotil be shall give bond, with wo good sureties, 
to the Treasurer of this Colony, in the penal sum of one 
thousand Pounds; the condition whereof shall be, that 
the said Samuel will not, in any way, assist or correspond 
with any of the enemies of this country, and that he will 
bo of good behaviour and peaceable towards all parsons who 
are fliondly to American liberty, and that he will at any 
time appedt and answer to any complaint which may here- 
afier be made against him, when he shall be thereunto re- 
quired by order of this Court, and that he will abide thé 
order thereon, 

Read, and non-goncurred. 
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Whereas, it appears by Doctor Gelston’s confession, that 
he has coniravened the Resolves of the American Con- 
gress, and has supplied the enemies of American liberties 
with sundry articles of provision; and, by other evidence, 
it appears that the said Samuel Gelston is unfriendly to the 
liberties of this country: And whereas, the greatest dan- 
ger must necessarily result from permitting such peisons to 
goat large and continue their traitorous practices of op- 
posing the measures adopted for our defence, of spreading 
false and discouraging rumours, and of communicating in- 
formation of all our operations to our unnatural enemies : 

And it is, therefore, Resolved, That the Honourable 
Board be, and they hereby are desiied to cause the said 
Samuel Gelston to be forthwith confined in some Jail in 
this Colony, until it shall appear to the General Couit, or 
other proper authority of this Government, that he can 
with safety to the United Colonies be again set at liberty. 


The Committee of both Houses on the Petition from 
the Town of Dorchester, :elative to Jane Jackson and her 
two children, report by way of Resolve, viz : 

Whereas, it appears that Jane Jackson and her two chil- 
dren, have been sent over from Castle-TVilliam into the 
Town of Dorchester, since which they have been maintain 
ed at the expense of the said town, notwithstanding their 
application to General /Pashington (by order of this Court) 
to desire his assistance in conveying them back ta Boston, 
he refusing to concern himself in the matter: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Selectmen of Dorchester 
be, and they are hereby directed to remove the said Jane 
Jackson, with her two children, into some inland town, 
where they may be maintained at the cheapest rate; and 
provided either of the said persons are ablo to work, that 
they be put out for that purpose to lessen the charge of 
thoir maintenance as aforesaid. The said Selectmen to 
lay their Accounts before this Court for examination and 
alJowance. 

In Council, chide pat 1776; Read and accepted, 

Read and concurred, 


Charles Chauncy, Esq., brought down the Fie of 
the Committce of both Houses appointed to consider the 
Resolve of the honourable Board on the appointment of 
the gentlemen delegated to represent this Colony at the 
Continental Congress, viz: 

Jn Council, January 18,1776; Whereas, John Hancock, 
Samuel Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat Paine, and El~ 
bridge Gerry, Fsqs., have been chosen, by joint ballot of 
the two Houses of Assembly, to represent the Colony of 
Massachusetis-Bay, in New-England, in the American 
Congress, until the first day of January, A.D. 17773 * 

Rusvlued, That they, or any one ot more of them, are 
hereby fully empowered, with the Delegates from the other 
American Colonies, to concert, ditect, and order such fur- 
ther measures as shall to then: appear best caleulated for 
the establishment of right and liberty to the American Co~ 
lonies, upon a basis permanent and secure against the powet 
and artsof the Britesh Administration, and guarded against 
any farther encronchments of their enemies, with pawer to 
adjourn to such times and places as shall appear most con= 
ducive to the publick safety and advantage. 

Read, and concurred, and the Secretary is hereby direct+ 
ed, as soon as may be, to signify to each of those gentle- 
men their appointment, with an attested copy of this oder. 

On information received from the Committee of Cotres- 
pondence of St. Georges, respecting two vessels held in 
custody hy said Committee : 

» Resolved, That the Vessels mentioned in said informa- 
tion from the Committes of St. Georges, be held in custody 
by the said Committee, until the Courts shall be opened 
for the trial of Vessels which have been in any way em- 
ployed in niding and assisting our enemies, (accarding to 
the Act of this Colony made for that puipose,) and that 
the said Vessels, and their appurtenances, be delivered into 
the hands of the captors, when said Courts shall be oponed! 
for the aforesaid purposes, . 3 

I was represented to the [ouse that Colonel Arnold, . 
now in this town, bad an open letter, and other papers, di- 
rected to some gentlemen in Philadelphia, ‘which lately 
came from England, und which he was nat ‘willing to show 

to any private person, but would communicate it to this. 

House, if requested ; 
+ 
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Whereupon, Ordered, That Colonel Thompson make 
inquiry into this matter, and report to the House. 

Ordered, That the Mombers from the several Counties 
proportion the number of men to be raised in each County 
‘on the several towns in their respective Counties, agree- 
able to the following Report, viz: 


Sufolk, ~ - - - 460 Yok, - - - - 238 
Issex, - - - - 830 Worcester, - - - 749 
Middlesex, - - = S71 Lincoln,- - - - 99 
ALN - = =472 Cumberland, - - 180 

arnstable, - - ~ 260 —— 
Bristol, «ee ~ 609 4,368 


Six Regiments at 728 cach, is 4,363, 

A Patition of the Town of Templeton, expressing the un- 
easiness on the minds of the people there, on account of 
the high wages of the Officers of the Army, and of the 
extraordinary pay which it is therein said has been given to 

ersons employed in the service of the Colony, and pray- 
ing the consideration of the Court. 

Rend, and committed to Major Hawley, Colonel Bar- 
ret, and Mr. Cooper, 

Resolved, That to-morrow, ten o’clock, A. M., be as- 
signed for the choice of some person to go to Philadelphia 
with the Accounts of this Colony, in the 100m of My, Lo- 
throp, excused. 

é Tho Louse considered the I’ee-Bill for the Admiralty 

OUrLS, 


_enebtieattertes Tish uljoornod till ten o’clock, to-morrow 
‘morning. 


Friday, January 19, 1776. 

Ordered, That Major Zlawley report x Resolye to stop 
the collecting Blankets from the Gonitian of Berkshire 
and Hampshire. 

Ordercd, ‘That the Commissary-General be directed to 
inform his xcellency Genoral Mashingéon, that ho has a 
number of Blankets by him, and is ready to deliver them, 
and such as shall come in, to his order; for which ho is to 
tako a receipt. 

Resolved, That tho men to be raised in the County of 
Barnstable, be laid on the County at largo, and not pro- 
portioned on the sevoral towns, 

Joseph Palmer, Isq., brought down the following Vote 
of Council, via: 

Jn Council, January 18,1776: Ordered, That Moses 
Gill, Tisq., with such as the honourable Louse shall join, 
be a Committee to consider tho propricty of comunissiona- 
ting such Captains and Subalterus ay marched and joined 
the Continontal Army from the Militia, with full Compa- 
nies, in pursuance of the Rosolve of the Genoral Court on 
the first of December last, 

Read, and concurered, and Captain Parker and Colonel 
Ward ayo joined, 

John Wheicomb, Eisq., brought down tho Resolye ro- 
specting tho Estates of the Refugees, with tho following 

ote of Council thereon, viz: 

Jn Council, January 18, 1776; Read, and concurred, 
as talon into a new draft. 

Major Fawley, agreeable to order, reported. Read, 
and accepted, 

Whereas, this Court is well informed that General 
Washington has resolved to apply to this Court that the 
Officers for one Regiment may be appointed by the same 


in the Counties of Hampshire and Berkshire, for the raise, 


. ing a full Regiment in them, to be employed at the north- 
» ward; and the Blankets to be collected in these Countics 
will be qhsolutely necessary for the use of those men to be 
80 raised; and as theso Blankets may be on their way, 
Therefore, Ordered, That tho Blankets collected, or 
collecting, in those Counties be stayed therein, or if on their 
way, that they be ordored back, “Chose collected in the 
County of Hampshire, to the Towns of Northampton or 
Spring fietd j_and those collected in the County of Bek- 
shire, to the Towns of Barrington or Pittsfeld, and deli- 
vered to the Selectmen of said towns, respectively, till fur~ 
ther orders, 
Ordered, That every of the members of either of those 
Counties have leave to endeavour that the same be effected. 
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Ordered, That Major Hawley, Mr. Gerry, and Col- 
onel Porter, bo a Comnittoo to bring in a Resolve for 
raising the mon proportioned on the several towns, and to 
prepare the Form of an Lulistment, 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Sewall, Mr. Late, 
and Mr. Woodbridge, with such as the honourable Board 
. Vo P 1 
may join, bo a Conmitteo to confer with Mr, Thomas 
Harling, on the subject of erecting « Powder-Mill, and to 

determine whera such Mill shall bo built. 

Mr, Speaker communicated to tho [louse a Letter fiom 
General Leath, desiring to be informed whether ho is to 
be paid as a General Officer before he reecived a Conti- 
nental commission, or as a Colonel of a Regiment late his 
own, and in what eapacity the Goneral Officers belonging 
to this Colony, who had Regiments tho last campaign, are 
to be made up in the Rolls. 

Ordered, ‘Phat Mr. Cooper get tho Militia Bill (when 
engrossed) printed in the next AMonday’s Paper. 


Aftornoon. 

Benjamin White, Esq., brought down a Lotter from 
Mr. Samuel Jordan, dated Goldsborough, November 30, 
1775, relative to tho conduct of Colonel Cargill, with the 
following Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, January 19, 1776: Read, and Ordered, 
That Eldad Taylor, and John Taylor, Ksqs., with such as 
the honourable House shall join, bo a Committee to take 
tho foregoing Letter, and papers accompanying it, into con- 
sideration, and report. 

Read, and concurred, and Mr, ZZopicins, Colonel Thomp- 
son, nnd Colonel Cushing, ave joined. 


Benjamin White, Msq., at the same time brought down 
a Potition of George Llenry Iisher, setting forth, that 
being suspected as an enemy to the rights of the people, 
he was, in Sepfenher Inst, sant to the eare of the Com. 
mittee of the ‘own of Worcester, and is now sufloring for 
want of clothes, and praying that he may be thorewith 
supplied, Read, and committed. 


The Coimitteo appointed in tho forenoon to bring in a 
Resolve for raising the mon proportioned on the soveral 
towns, reported, 

Read, and accepted, with the schedule annexed, mado 
agreeable to ghe reports of the Members from the sevoral 
Counties, vin: 

Whaeicas, it is of great impertance, not only to the inha- 
bitants of this Colony, but, also, of all the United Colonics, 
that the lines and fortifications at Cuumbridge and Roxbury 
should, at all events, bo maintained; and that the Army 
investing Boston should be of strength sufficient to not 
offensively as well as defonsively : And wherens, his Ex~ 
evllency Genoral TVashington bas applied, for n temporary 
reinforcement from Connecticut, New: Lainpshire, and this 
Colony, to be at tho said places as soon as possible, the 
proportion of which to this Colony, is four thousand three 
honed and sixty-eight men : 

Resolved, ‘hat the commanding officer of cach Com. 
pany of Militia in tho towns hereafter mentioned, chosen 
agreeable to the direction of the Provincial Congress, be, 
and hereby is directed to cause his Company to be mustered 
without delay ; and that out of the Companias in such town 
they cause to be voluntarily inlisted, the number of effec. 
tive men hereinafter affixed to such towns, respectively, to 
serve in the American Army, on the Continental establish« 
ment, from the day of their inlistment to the, first day of 
April next. And that each Officer and Soldier shall be 
allowed and paid for their sorvice, respectively, the samo 
sums by the calendar month, as are allowed to such Offi- 
cers and Soldiers in the Army on the aaid establishment; 
the time of service to be computed from the tige of his 
inlisting to the time of his discharge, and allowing sufiiciont 
time for his return home; that is to say, accounting ona 
day for every twonty miles’ travel; also, one penny per 
mile to compensate his oxpenses to tho camp, and at the 
samo rate, per mile, to bear his expenses from the camp 
home ; his travelling expenses to the camp to be paid by 
himself, and cach man to be compensated therefor at tha 
rate aboye said, upon his arrival in camp; and the allow- 
ance to defray his oxpenses thence to his home, to be pnid 
before or upon his discharge, And the Selectinen and 
Committees of Correspondence and Safety of each. town 
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hereafler mentioned, are requested, without fail, to afford 
their immediate assistance, filly to affect this business with 
despatch, as they regard their country’s, and their own 
wellare and safety, 

And it is further Resolved, ‘That all the Field and Staff 
Officers shall bo appointed by this Court, and commis- 
sionated by the Council, on or before they arrive in camp; 
and the Captains, Subalterns, and non-Commissioned Offi- 
cers of the several Companies shall be chosen by the Com- 
panies, respectively, from such as are inlisted, or others; 
and the Captains and Subalterus shall be commissionated 
by the Council on or before they arrive in camp; and no 
officer, who shall bo chosen to serve on this occasion, shall 
be considered as so connected with the Continental Army, 
as to be thereby disqualified from being an officer in the 
Militia of this Colony, by virtue of any clause in any Act 
providing for tho regulation of the said Militia, 

Whereas, this Court, at the request of his Excellency 
General Washington, have thought it necessary that a tem- 
porary reinforcement of the Army should be made with all 
possible despatch; and, to effect the same, have propor- 
tioned among the several towns in this Colony such a num- 
ber of men as they apprehend each town ought to raise 
upon the present emergency, and have appointed a Com- 
mittee, out of each County, to assist in raising the men, 
and forming them, when raised, into Companies, which 
Committee is as follows, viz: 

For the County of Suffolk, Mr. Guild, Colonel Lovell, 
and Colonel MeJntosh, 

For tho County of Essex, My, Phillips, My. Jewett, Mr. 
Hopkins, and Major Cross, 

For tho County of Middlesea, Colonel Spaulding, Ma- 
jor Brooks, Colonel Perry, Captain Sartle, and Major Bry- 
ant 

For the County of Plymouth, Captain Cushing, Colonel 
Cushing, and Captain White, of Middleborough, 

For the County of Barnstable, Colonel Otis, and Colo- 
nel Cobb. 

For the County of Bristol, Captain Hodges, Mr. Starke. 
weather, and Doctor Baylies. 

For the County of IVorcester, Captain Parker, Mv. Ies- 
senden, Mr, Allen, Mv. Rice, and Colonol Lill. 

For the County of York, Coloucl Sawyer, Mr. Sullivan, 
and Major Goodwin. * 

For the County of Cumberland, Mr. Fabyan and Cap- 
tain Cutder. ee 

For the County of Lehcoln, Captain Howard and Colo- 
nel Jones. soe 

Therefore, Resolved, That the persons aforenamed, for 
each of the several Counties aforesaid, be, and they hereby 
are directed to use their utmost endeavours with the Com- 
mittees of Correspondence and Safety, and the Selectmen 
af cach town, to have the several proportions of men affix- 
ed to cach town, in their several Counting, raised with all 
possible expedition, and, when raised, to form them into 
Companies of ninety men cach, including officers; and as 
soon as cach Company have chosen their several officers, 
that they cause them to march forthwith to the camp at 
Cambridge ov Roxbury, as his Excellency General Fash- 
ington shall direct, via: 


County of SurFouK. 


Boston, ~ - - ~ 0 Brookline, - - - 10 
Roxbury,- - - - 27 Needham, - - ~ 23 
Dorchesttr, - - - 26 Stoughton, - - - 85 
Milton, - - - - 25 Stoughtonham, - ~ 20 
Braintree,- - - - 40 Medway,- - - - 25 
Weymouth, - - - 25 Bellingham, - - - 20 
Hingham,- - * ~ 25 Hull, - - - - ~ 00 
Dedhiffh, - - ~ - 45 Walpole, - - ~ - 25 
Medfield, - - - + 20 Chelsca, - - ~ - 00 
Wrentham, ~ - - 55 Cobhnsset,- - - - 16 


Cowity of Esacx, 


Lynn, - ~»- + - 88 Rowley, - - - ~ 81 
Bradford, + + - +23 Salisbury,- - ~ - 26 
Danvefs, - - ~.~- 87 Amesbury, = -~ ~ 26 
Marblehead, - - - 91 Haverhill, - + ~ 86 
Ipswich, - - = - 68 Glvucester, - - ~ 50 
Newburyport, - - 64 Topsfield, - - ~ 16 
Andover,~ - - +48 Boxford, - - - - 18 


Baverly, - - - ~ 42 Wenham,- - 
Middleton, - ~ - 16 Manchester, - 
Salem, - - - ~ 91 Methuen,- - 
Newbury,- ~ - - 58 
: County of Mippiesex. 
Cambridge, - - ~ 21 Westford,- - 
Charlestown,- - - 2 Waltham,- - 
Watertown, - - - 13 Stow,- + - 
Woburn, - - - - 22 Groton, - - 
Concord, - ~ - +26 Shiley, - - 
Newton, - - - - 16 Pepperell, - 
Reading, ~~ ~ 24 Townsend, - 
Mariborough, - - 26 Ashby, - - 
Billerica, - - - - 25 Stoncham, = - 
Framingham,- - - 25 Natick, - - 
Lexington, - - ~ 12 Dracut, - - 
Chelmslord, - - - 24 Bedford, - - 
Sheiburne, - - - 12 [olliston,- - 
Sudbury, - - - - 83 Tewkesbury, - 
Malden, - - - - 9 Acton, + = 
Weston, - ~ - - 18 Dunstable, - 
Medford, - ~ ~- - 10 Lincoln, - - 
Littleton,- - - - 14 Wilmington - 
Hopkinton, - ~ +17. 

County of Piymourn, 
Plympton, « - - 25 Tlanover,- ~ 
Wareham, - ~ = 17 Scitunte, - - 
Rochester, - - ~ 49 Pembroke, - 
Middleborough, - - S1 Marshfield, - 
Unlifax, - - + - 14 Duxborough, - 
Bridgewater,- - - 95 Kingston,- - 
Abington,- - - + 24 

County of Brisron. 
Taunton, - - - » 74 Mansfield,- - 
Dartmouth, - - - 74 Dighton, - - 
Rehoboth, - - - 74 Berkley, - - 
Swanzey,- - - + 39 Raynham, - 
Freetown, - - - 84 Norton, - « 
Attleborough, - - 49 Easton, - - 


County of Bannsranie, 260. 
To be raised in the County at large. 
County of Woncesren, 


Sturbridge, + 
Chariton, + 
Dudley, - - 
Southborough, 
Westborough, 
Shrewsbury, ~ 
Northborough: 
Grafton, - 

Rutland, « 

Petersham, 

Hutchinson, 
Athol,- - 

Templeton, 

Winchendon, - 
Royalston, ~ 
Hubbardston, - 
Lunenburgh, - 
Leominster, - 
Westininster, « 
Fitchburgh, - 
Ashburnham, 


of You. 


Avundel, -° 
Biddeford, - 


Cr | 


Be teeras 


Pepperclborough, 


Sanlord, - - 
Buxton, - ~ 


County of Cunpenuann, 


Worcester, - ~ - 82 
Leicester,- - ~ - 13 
Holden, - - - « Il 
Spencer, - - « = 17 
Paxton, - - - +10 
Lancastes, - - + 46 
Harvard, - - =~ - 25 
Bolton, - - - ~ 23 
Princetown, - + - 11 
Mendon, ~ ~ - - 83 
Uxbridgo,- - - + 13 
Northbridge, - - - 6 
Upton, - ~- - + 15 
Douglass,- - - + 15 
Brookfield, - - ~ 49 
Westemn,-~ - - ~ 16 
Hardwick, - - - 29 
New-Braintree, - - 15 
Oakham, - - - - 10 
Sutton, - - - = 389 
Oxford, - - -ll 

é County 
York, - - + - + 4 
Kittery, - - - ~ 40 
Berwick, - - - ~- 4h 
Wells,- - - - + 36 
Lebanon, - ~ = ~ 10 
Falmouth, - - ~ 30 
North-Yarmouth, - 22 
Scarborough,- - - 20 
Brunswick, - - - 19 
Gorham, - - - - 20 
Harpswell, - - - 14 


Cape-Hlizabeth, + 


Windham, - 


New-Gloucestery - 


New-Boston, - 


Pearsoitown,- 


a 


* 
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- 13 
- 16 
~ 22 


a 
Es 


» 24 
- 30 
-17 
~ 22 
~ dd 
~ 28 
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County of Lincoun, ’ 
Georgetown, + - ~- 12 Vassalborough, 
Woolwich, - « - 6 Winslow,- - - - 
Pownalboraygh, - - 10 Boothbay, - 


OO OOF +7 


Bowdoinhan, - - 6 Edgecombe, - - ~ 
Topsham,- - - - § New-Castle,- - - 
Pallowell, - - - 6 Bristol, ~ - - - 
Winthrop, - - + 8 Gardnerstown, - - 


form of Inlistment. 


«Wo, the subscribers, do hereby severally inlist our- 
selves into tho service of the United Colonies of America, 
to serve until the Ist day of Apri! noxt, if the service shall 
require it; and each of us do engage to furnish and carry 
with us into the service, a good cffective fire-arm and blan- 
ket, (also, a good bayonet and cartridge-pouch, if possiblo;) 
and we severally consent to be farmed by such person as 
the General Court shall appoint, into a company of ninety 
men, including one Captain, two Lieutenants, ono Ensign, 
four Sergeants, four Corporals, one Drummer, and ono IFi- 
fer, to be electad by the companies; and, when formed, we 
engage to march to Head-Quaiters of the American Army, 
with tho utmost expedition, and to be under the command 
of such field-officer, or oflicers, as the General Comt shall 
appoint; and we further agree, during the time aforesaid, 
to be subject to such Generals as are, or shall be appointed, 
and to be under such regulations, in every respect, as are 
provided for tho Army aforosnid. Dated this. .+..+0 
day of. eee. .+ As De 1776.” 

Phomas Cushing, Vesquivo, brought down the Roport of 
the Cominittoo of both Houses appointed to confer with 
Mr, Dhomas Harling on the subject of crecting a Powder- 
Mill, &e., vin: 

That they baye conferred with said Harling, who has 
viewed the Streams both at Suéton and Stougédon, and aro 
of opinion, that it will be most for tho bonefit of this Colony, 
that snid Mill should be built nt Stoughton. 

Catrn Cusiina, per order. 

Read, and accopted, and Me. Gerry was appointed to 
bring in a Resolve accordingly. 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the House a Letter from 
his Escalon} General Washington, and several copies of 
Lettors relative to the death of Genoral Montgomery, tho 
wounding Colonel Arnold,'and tho lato unsuccessful as- 
sault apon the City of Quebeck, with Minutes of a Coun- 
cil of War held at Head-Quarters in Canbridge, Fanuary 
18th current. 


Ordered, That Major Sewadl, Doctor Rice, aud Mr, 
Woodbridge, bo » Committee to proportion on the several 
‘Towns in tho County of Yor/e the mon to bo raised in that 
County, 

Moses Gill, Esquire, brought down the Proclamation pre- 
pared agreoable to order by ¢ Committes of both Houses. 


Ordered, That Mr, Gerry bring in a Resolve for rnis- 
ing a Rogimont of soven hundrert and twenty-oight men, 
including officers, in the Counties of Hampshire and Berie~ 
shive, to go into Canada, agreoable to Goneral ashing- 
ton’s Letter, and for the appointment of Field-Officers for 
said Rogiment, agreeable to tho method pointed out in the 
Militia Bill, 

Ordered, That tho Membors from the Counties afore- 
said forthwith prepare a jist of Field-Officors for said Re- 
giment, and Jay tho same on the table, 

Mr, Gerry, agreenble to order, reported the following 
Resolve, viz: Read, and accepted. 7 

Resolved, That the Committee lately appointed for 

erecting a Powder-Mill for this Colony be, and they hereby 
fre”divectad to guuse the same to be built at Stoughton, 
wiffiout dolay, and to oxert themselves for executing this 
Most important and necossary business in preference to 
evory other engagement which they may be at presont 
under to this Court, and to causa the same to be constructed 
in such manner gs shall appear to them most odyantu- 
geous, 

Mr. Gerry, agresable to order, reported the following 
Resolve. Read, and accepted, viz: 

Resolved, That the request of his Excellency General 

Washington, rolativé to raising one Regiment, to consist of 
seven hundred and twenty-eight men, including officers, 
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agreeable to the Continental establishment to reinfores the 
Army in Canada, be forthwith complied with, and that the 
said Regiment be inlisted from the Counties of /Zampshire 
and Berkshire, to continue in tho yervice of the United 
Colonies until the first of Jannary next, if required thereto, 
and that tho Field-Officers bo now appointed by ballot of 
one House of Assembly, and concurrence of the other, and 
whon so choson, the said oficers be commissioned by the 
Council, and ordered on tho servico of recruiting without 


deluy. ‘ 

Orders That Major Learned assist the Mombers from 
the County of Berkshire in proportioning on the several 
towns in that County the men to bo raised therein. 

The House proceeded, by ballot, to choose the Field- 
Officers for the Regiment to be raised in the Counties of 
Hampshire and Berkshire, to reinforce the Coutinentat 
Army in Canada, agreeable to n Resolve of this day, and 
unanimously mado choice of Klisha Porter, Ksq., Colonel 3 
Thomas Williams, Msyuive, Lieutenant-Colonel ; and Mr, 
Abner Morgan, Major. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Colonef Orne, and Mv. Hop- 
kins, be 2 Committeo to bing in a Resolve for raising a 
Rogimont in the Counties of Uampshire and Borkshire, 
agiceable to the proportion laid on the several towns by 
tho Members from those Countios, and to empower a Com- 
mitteo to appoint the Stall Officers. 

Moses Gill, Wsquire, brought down tho following Voto 
of Council, via: 

On a motion, Ordered, That John [Pinthrop and ‘Tho- 
mas Cushing, Msquives, with such ag the honourable Louse 
shall join, bo a Committee to take under consideration a 
Resolution of the American Congress, passad January 2d, 
1776, and vaport. 

Read, and concurred, and Mr, Spenker, Mr. Llopkins, 
and Mr, Cooper, aro joinad, 

Tho TTouse then adjourned till ten o’clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Saturday, Janunry 20, 17768, 

Major David Wells was yoturnad a Momber from Shel- 
bume, and made his firat appearance in tho Touso. 

Two Accounts of tho Monourable John Adams, lisquire, 
of his expefses at Philudelphia, and also, of going to and 
yeturning (rom that place. “Read, and committed to Cap. 
tain Stone, Major Moody, akt Mr, Laie, 

Colonel Zhompson was directed to altor with a pen the 
dato of the Resolve for procuring Hay, which was printed 
this day, from the 16th to tho 20th instant. 

A Potition of Philip Hodgkins, seuing forth the cruel 
treatment he met with from Colonel Cargill, and praying 
the consideration of the Court. Road, and committed to 
the Commiltee appointed to consider the Letter from Mr, 
Samuel Jordan, brought down yostorday. 

Tt was moved, that a bounty should be given to tho Re- 
giment which is to be raised in tho Counties of Llampahire 
and Berkshire, to roinfore the Army at Canada. 


_ 


Aflornoon, 

‘The House considered the expadioncy of paying a bounty 
to tho Regiment to be raised in the Counties of Zampshire 
and Beriéshire, to reinforce the Army at Canada, 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Speaker, Major Haw- 
ley, Deacon Rawson, Colonel Cushing, and Mr, Cooper, 
be a Committee to confer with his Excellency General 
Washington at large, on the subject of raising a Regiment 
for reinforeing the Army in Canada. , 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board 
desiring them to send down his Excellency General Wash- 
ington’s Letter, relative to the raising a Regiment to go 
into Canada. 

Walter Spooner, Esquire, brought it down accordingly. 

A. Petition of Jonathan Hastings, representing that he 
some time since preferred a Petition to this Court, praying 
that compensation might ho made.him for hig tine and 
trouble, for the accommodation of Officers, and others, at 
the battle of Leringion gud Charlestown, &c., which Pe- 
tition being mislaid, he again prays consideration of his 
Account. Read, and ordered to lie, : 
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Ordered, That the following gentlemen be a Commit- 
teo to see that the men proportioned on the Counties here- 
alter mentioned, be immediately raised, viz: 

Sufolle: Mr. Guild, Colonel Lovell, Colonel McIntosh. 

Essex: Mr. Phillips, Mr. Jewett, Mr. Hopkins, Major 
Cross. 

Middlesea; Colonel Spauiding, Major Brooks, Colonel 
Perry, Captain Sartle, Mr. Bryant. 

Plymouth: Captain Cushing, Colonel Cushing, Captain 
White. 

Barnstable: Colonel Otis, Colonel Cobb, 

Bristol: Captain lodges, Mr. Starkweather, Doctor Bay- 
lies, 

Worcester: Captain Parker, Mr. Fessenden, Mr. Allen, 
Mr. Rice, Colonel iil. 

York: Colonel Sawyer, Mr. Sullivan, Major Goodwin. 

Lincoln: Captain Howard, Colonel Jones. 

Cunberland: Mr. Fabyan, Mr, Cutter. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story bring in a Resolve expressing 
the commission and usiness of the above Committee. 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the House a Letter from 
Mr. Benjamin Fessenden, dated “Sandwich, January 18," 
relative to a sloop’s sailing to the PVest-Indies, contvary to 
the Resolution of the Continental Congress, said to be 
owned by Solomon Nye, of Falmouth, with a Vote of a 
numbor of members of the Committee of Correspondence 
of said Sandwich concorning that matter. 

Read, and committed to Mr. Davis, Mr. Story, and 
Colonel Thompson. 

Ordered, That My\ Lincoln, Mr. Ingalls, Captain 
Thatcher, Colonel Cushing, Colonel Otis, Major Good- 
win, Captain Ward, Colonel Godfrey, Colonel Thomp- 
gon, and Dootor Rice, be a Committee to divide the men 
that are to be raised for a temporary rejnforcement of the 
American Army into Regiments, 

Ordered, That the Clerk get 1 Notification inserted in 
the next Monday's Paper, for calling in the absent Mom- 
bers. 

Ordered, That Captain Knowles consider the state of 
the two Companies stationed at Martha’s Vineyard, with 
respect to Powder, and report what js proper to be done. 


Tho Tfouse then adjourned till twelve o’clagk, to-mor- 
row. 


Sabbath-Day, January 22, 1776, 

The House met at twelve o’clock, according to ad- 
journment. : : ; 

Tho Committee appointed to confer with General TFash- 
ington on the subject of raising men to go into Canada, 
reported verbally, that his Excollency was of opinion it 
would not bo expedient to pay a bounty to them, 

Ona motion, Resolved, That there be advanced to the 
non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers of the Regiment 
to be raised for a reinforcement of the Army in Canada, 
one month’s Pay, over and above that which will be paid 
to them by his Ixcelleney General Washington. 


The Committee appointed to divide into Regiments the 
four thousand three hundred and sixty-eight men to be 
raised from the Militia in this Colony, to serve in the Ame- 
rican Aymy before Boston, sepaet, Read, and recom- 
mitted, 

Ordered, 'That Mr. Speaker and Mr. Cooper be of the 
Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve for raising the 
Regiment to go into Canada. 

Ordered, ‘That a message go to the honourable Board, 
informing them that this House has nothing special to lay 
bofore them at this time, but propose to adjourn to four 
o’clock, id*the afternoon, 

Then the House adjourned to four o’clack. 


‘The House met according to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve for 
raising the Regiment to go into Canada, reported. Read, 
and accepted. 

Whereas, it is of very great importance to our brethren, 
the inhabitants of Canada, and to the inhabitants of the 
United Colonics, especially to thé western and northern 
Counties thereof, that the advantages gained under the 
smiles of Providence by the American ‘arms, during the 
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year Inst past, over the Ministerial forces in Canada, should 

"be maintained, and the remainder of them there effectually 
subdued, as well as the rights and liberties of our brethren 
in that Colony secured: And whereas, his Excellency Ge~ 
noral Washington has applied to each of the Colonies of 
Connecticut, New-ITampshire, and Massachusetts-Bay, 
severally, to furnish a Regiment, consisting of seven hun~ 
dred and twenty-cight men, including officers, to be raised 
with all possible despatch, on the American establishment, 
and to serve the United Colonies uatil tho first day of Ja- 
nuary next, if required thereto: 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That a Regiment, consisting 
of seven hundred and twenty-eight men, be raised, for the 
purpose aforesaid, in the Counties of Hampshire and Berke 
shire, and to be under the command of Elisha Porter, Esq, 
as Colonel; Thomas Williams, Esq., as Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel; and Abner Morgan, E’sq., as Major; who haye been 
unanimously chosen by the General Court of this Colony 
to those offices, respectively. And that the commanding 
officer of each company of Militia in the towns of the said 
Counties of Lampshire and Berkshire, hereafter mention~ 
ed, chosen agreeable to the direction of the Provincial 
Congress, be, and hereby is directed to cause his compa- 
ny, without delay, to be mustered, and that, out of the 
company or companies in such town, they cause to be vo- 
luntarily inlisted the number of effective men herein affixed 
to such (own, respectively, to serve the United Colonies 
on the Continental establishment, and under their Generals, 
until the fist day of January next, if the service shall re- 
quire it. And that each officer and soldier shall bo allow- 
ed and paid for their service, respectively, the same sum, 
by the calendar month, as is allowed to other officers and 
soldiers in the establishment aforesaid, the time of service 
to be computed from the time of his inlistment or entering 
the same, to the timo of his discharge, and allowing sufli- 
cient time for his retura home; that is to say, accounting 
one day for every twenty miles’ march; also, one penny 
per mile, to compensate his expenses on his march to and 

rom the camp, for so many miles as he shall bear his tra- 
velling expenses in the march aforesaid, And each none 
commissioned officer and soldier shall be allowed a blanket, 
or twelve shillings to pay for the same if he finds it himself, 

And whereas, the season is severe, and the service both 
important and necessary; 

t is further Resolved, As a further encouragement to 
such non-Commissioned Officors and Soldiers as shall ap- 
pear to inlist for the succour of their brethren in Canada, 
and for the defence and support of the just cause of America 
on this occasion, that, in addition to one month’s advance 
wages lo bo paid them by his Excellency Goneral Washing~ 
ton, there shall be paid them, also, out of the publick Trea- 
sury of this Colony, one other month’s advance wages, upon 
their passing muster, by a Mustermaster to be appointed by 
his Excellency, in full confidence that the justice of the 
Congress will order the same to be reimbursed, And the 
Treasurer is hereby ordered to pay the sum of thirteen 
hundred and ninety-eight Pounds eight Shillings to Colonel 
Porter, for that purpose, he to be accountable to this Court 
for the same. 

And tho Selectmen, and Committees of Correspondence 
and Safety of each of said towns, are requested, without 
fail, to afford their immediate assistance, fully to effect this 
business with the utmost despatch, as they regard their 
country’s and their own safety and welfare, 

And it is further Resolved, That the Captains, Subal- 
terns, and non-Commissioned Officers of the several com- 
ponies, shall be chosen by the companies, respeotively, 
from those inlisted, or others, and commissioned by the 
Council, and that the Committeo appointed hy this Court, 
in conjunction with the Field-Officers aforesaid, distribute 
the men inlisted as aforesaid, into companies. 


For the County of Bunxsuime. 


Sheffield, - - - 24 Hopeland and Glnss- 
Sandisfield, - - + 11 works, - «= ~ = 9) 
Ngw-Marlborough, - 16 Pittsfield,- - - 3 21 , 
Egremont, - - +11 Hartwood, - = + 
Grent-Barrington, - 15 Lanesborough, ~~ + 19° 
Alford, - - - - 7% Partridgefield, - - 8 
Tyringham, - - - 13 Gngeborough, - - 8° 
Stockbridge, - - 12 Joticho - ~ -'- 8 
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West:Stockbnidge, - 7 New-Providenco, - 10 


Richmond, - + + 13 Williamstown, - - 14.- 
Lenox, - - ~ ~ 18 Enst-Hoosick, - -_-9 
Becket, - - - - 9 Loudon,-- _ 4 5 
County of Bamrsuine, 
Springfield, ~ -u- 19 South-Brinilield,- - 10 
Wilbraham, - ~ - 11 Monson, - - - + 8 
West-Springficld, - 21 Pelham, - - - ~- 12 
Northampton, - - 3- Greenwich, - - - 9 
Southampton, - - “9 Blanford,- - - - 10 
Westfield, - - - 18 Leverett, - - - - 5 
Southwigks“~ - - 9 Palmer, - ~ - - 11 
Hadley, ~~ - - 10 Gronvillo,- - - - 13 
_-South-Hadloy, - - 9 New-Salem, - - - 12 
 Amberst, ~~ + + 14 Belehcitown,- - - 12 
Granby, - - + - 7 Colerain, - - - - 10 
Hatield, - - - - 10 Ware,- - - - + 7 
Whately, - - - - 6 Warwick, - - ~ 6 
Williamsburgh, - - 7 Barnardston,~ + - 9 
Deerficld,- - ~ - 13 Munayficld, - - - 6 
Greenfield, - + - 11 Chalemont, - - - 7 
Shelburne, - - - 10 Ashfield, - - - - 8 
Conway, ~ + ~ - 12 Worthington,- - - 8 
Sunderland, - - - 7 Shutesbury, - - - 9 
Montague, - - - 9 ‘Ludlow, - - - - & 
Northfield, - - - 10 Norwich,- - - + 4 
Brimfield, - + + 13 Chesterficld, - - - 12 


Mp. Story, agreeable to order, reported, Read, and 
accepted, 

Whoreas, this Court, at the request of his Kxeellency 
General Hashington, havo thought it necessary that a 
temporary reinforecmont of the Army should bo made with 
all possible despatch, and, to eflect the same, have propor 
tioned among the several towns in this Colony such a num 
ber of men as they apprehend each town onght to raise, 
upon the present emergency ; and (A) wherens, this Court, 
Thot the men agreed to be firnished by this Colony should 
be raised with all expedition, (3B) have appointed a Com- 
mittee out of each County to assist in raising the men, and 
forming them, when raised, into companies, which Com- 
milteo avo as follows, viz; 

For the County of Suffolk: Mr. Guild, Colonel Lovell, 

Colonel McIntosh. 
paar Mr. Phillips, Me, Jowett, Mr. Yopkins, Major 
TOSS, 
Middlesex: Colonel Spaulding, Major Brooks, Colonel 
Perry, Captain Sartle, Mr, Bryant. 
Plymouth: Captain Cushing, Colonel Cushing, Captain 
White, of Midddeborowrh, 

Barnstable: Colonol Otis, Colonel Cobb, 

iba i eee Hodges, Mr. Storkweathor, Doctor 

ity lies, 

Wokccaits Capinin Parkor, Mr, Fossondon, Mr Allen, 

Mr, Rice, Colonel Lill, 

Yorke: Colonel Sayer, Mr. Sullivan, Major Goodwin. 

Cumberland: Mr. Pabyan, Captain Cutter, 

Lincoln: Captain oward, Colonel Jones, 


Therofore, Itesolved, That the persons aforenamed, for 
each of the soveral Counties aforesaid, be, and thoy hereby 
ate directed to use their utmost endeavours with the Com- 
miti¢es of Corrospondence and Safety, and Selectmen of 
cach town, to have the soveral proportions of men aflixod 
to each town in their several Counties raised with all pos» 
sible expedition, and, when raised, to form them into Gon 
panies of ninety men,oach, including officers, and, as soon 
as.each Company has chosen their several officers, that 
they cause them to march forthwith to the camp at Cam- 
bridge ox Rowbury, as his Excolloncy General Washington 
shall direct, 


Ordered, That the following gentlemen he a Commit- 
tee to gee that tha men to'be raised from the Counties of 
Hampshire and Borkshtye bo divided into Companies, and 
equipped with all expedition, viz: 

Bee the Fina Ng Roar vice Colonel Field, Mr. 
ickenson, Major Pyneheon, Major E. jor Bliss, find 
Colonel Howe. ae Se Ee SU 

For the County of Berkshire: Doctor Whiting, Cap- 

tain Goodrich, and Major Smith. nee ok 


: Ordered,’ That Colonel Otis got four hundred of the 
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Resolves, which respect the raising six Rogiments to servo 


“jn the Continental Army before Boston, immediately print- 


cd, and to see that the press is corrected, aud the Form for 
Inlistment printed on one side by itself, 

Ordered, That Captain Brown, of MVatertown, get ona 
hundred of the Resolves which rospect the raising a Regi- 
ment in LZampshire and Berieshire, printed ns soon as pos 
sible, and to sec that the press is corrected, and that tho 
following Form of an Inlistment be printed on one side by 
itself, and when printed to doliver tho samo to tho Com- 
mittea above-mentioned. 

Form of an Inlistment, 

We, the subscribers, do hereby severally inlist ourselves 
into the service of the United American Colonies, until the 
Ist day of January next, i! the service should require it; 
and cach of us do ongage to finish and carry with us into 
the service aforesnid, a good eflective fre-arm and blanket; 
(also, a good bayonet, caruidge-pouch, and a hatchet, or 
omaha, or culting-sword, if possible ;) and we severally 
consent to be formed by such persog, ov persons, as the 
General Court shall appoint, into a company of ninety 
mon, including one Captain, Qvo Licutovants, one Ensign, 
four Sci zeants, four Corporals, one Drum, and ono Fife, 
to be elected by the company, and commissionated by tho 
Council, and when formed, we ongage to march into Ca- 
nada, with the utmost expedition, and to be under such 
Fiokd-Ofticers as tho General Court have appointed, or 
shall appoint; and wo further agree, daring tho time afore- 
suid, 10 \ subject to such Generals, or superior officers, 
as are of shall be appointed, and to be anlar such regu. 
Intions in every respect as are provided for tho Army 
aforesaid, 

*Yatal thas... eof... ALD. ITI6” 

Major Hawley brought in a Resolve for removing the 
concern and uneasiness of some people in the Colony on 
account of the establishment of wagos to bo paid to the 
Officers in tho «lmericun Army, 

Road, and Ordered, Thar Mr. Gardner, Deacon Raw- 
son, und Deacon Nichols, bo a Committee to inquire into 
tho (ruth of the facts thergin stated, 

Whereas, it is of great importance that the Regiment to 
he rnised by this Colony to serve the United Colonies in 
Canada, sheuld be inlisted and marched with the utmost 
despatch, and the appointment of the Stal Oblicers by this 
Court, and making commissiens to Captains and Subalterns 
for said Regiment may oceasion delay ; 

Resolved, That the Field-Oitters of the Regiment, 
together with Major Pynchcon, Major Jaly, Colonel Aield, 
Mr, Dickenson, Major Bliss, Colonel Lowe, Doctor FPAi- 
ting, Captain Goodrich, and Major Sintth, or the major 
part of them be, and_ thoy hereby avo appointed a Com- 
mitleo to appoint a Quartermaster, an Adjutant, a Chup~ 
Jnin, Surgeon, and Hurgeon’s Mate for said Regiment; and 
the honourablo Board ave hereby empowered to doliver to 
said Committee five blank warrants for the said Sia! Oni- 
cars, also, a sufficient number of blank comiissions for 
the Captains and Subnttems aforesaid, signed. And tho 
snid Committee are directud to fill up the seid blank com. 
missions with the names of such commissioned officers ag 
the Companies shall, respectivaly, chooso. 

Moses Gall, Esq., brought down the Resolve reported 
this afternoon by Mr. Story, with the following Vote of 
Council, viz: 

In Counctl, January 21, 1776: Read, and concurred 
with the amendment, viz; Dele from A to B. 

Read, and concurred. 

The Louse then adjourned till ten o’clock, to-morrow 
morning, 


Monday, January 22,1776, > 
An ongrossed Bill, intituled, “An Act for forming and 
regulating tho Militia within the Colony of tho Alassachu- 
setts-Bay, in New-England, and for repeating all tho laws 
heretofore made for that purpose,” > 
Road, and Resolved, ‘That it pass to be enagted. 
Resolved, That there be allowod and_paid ont of tho 
the publick Treasury, to,Elisha Porter, Eisq., for sho use 
of Carmi Wright, the sum of two Pounds five Shillings, in 
full for a Gun lost in the battle at Charlestown, the 17h 
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June Inst, (A,) and Henry Gardner, Esq., is directed to General of the Continerital Army, in Continental Bills, if* 


pay the same accordingly. (B.) 

Whereas, Joseph Trumbull, Esq., Commissary-General 
of the Continontal Army, has applied to Henry Gardner, 
Esq., Treasurer of this Colony, for tho loan of two thou- 
sand Pounds, to enable him, in his said capacity, to make 
provision for the Troops marching into Canada, to suc- 
cour and recruit the Army there; and it appears to this 
Court that it be necessary to advance tho service that the 
Treasurer should comply with his request: 

Therefore, Resolved, ‘That Henry Gardner, Esq., Trea- 
surer of this Colony be, and he hereby is empowered to 
advance out of the Treasury two thousand Pounds to 
Joseph Trumbull, Esq., taking his obligation for the repay- 
ment of the samo on demand. 

Whereas, this Comt, at the request of his Excellency 
General Washington, have ordered that a Reyinent should 
be raised in the Counties of Lampshire and Berkshire, to 
reinforce the Army in Canada, with all possible despatch, 
and to effect the sate, have proportioned among the several 
towns in those Counties such a number of men as they 
apprehend cach tawn ought to raise, and have appointed a 
Committee out of cach County to assist in raising the men, 
and forming them, when raised, into Companies, viz: Major 
Pyncheon, Major Ely, Colonel Lvcld, Mr. Dickenson, Ma- 
jor Bliss, and Colonel Howe, for the County of Hamp- 
shire; and Doctor Whiting, Captain Goodrich, and Major 
Smith, for the County of Berkshire: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the said Committes be, and 
they are hereby directed to use their utmost endoayours 
with tho Field-Ofticers of the Regiments to be raised as 
aforesaid, and the Conunittees of Correspondence and 
Safety, and the Selectmen of cach town within their re- 
spective Counties, to have the several proportions of men 
afixed to each town therein, raised with all possible expe- 
dition, and, when raised, to form them into Companies of 
ninety men each, including officers, and as soon as each 
Company have chosen their several officers, that they cause 
them to march forthwith into Canada. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story bring in a Resolye for paying 
to the order of Colonel Porter, the sum of one hundred 
Pounds, for procuring necessaries for the Regiment to be 
raigod for reinforcing the Army in Canada, * 

Mr. Story agreeable to order, reported. Read, and 
accepted. 4 

Whereas, it has been’ represented to this Court, that 
sundry arli¢les are necessary to’ be procured to supply the 
Regiment agreed to be raised to march into Canada; and 
as the Quartermaster-General has no money in his hands 
at present sufficient to advance for that purpose : 

Therefore, Mesolved, That there be allowed and paid 
out of the publick Treasury of this Colony to Jilisha Por- 
ter, isq., the sum of one hundred Pounds, to ovable him 
to purchase such articles as are necessary for the men that 
are to be under his command, to proceed to Canada, he, 
the said Porter, lcaving with the Treasurer an order on the 
Quartermaster-General of the Army for the amount of said 
sum. 

And it is further Resolved, That the Blankets that were 

rovided by order of this Court, in the Counties of Hamp- 
shire and Berkshire, for supply of the Army, be delivered 
to the said Porter, for the use of his Regiment, he paying 
unto the Tyoasurer of this Colony the amount of what the 
said Blankets cost, te 
Afternoon, 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Story, Mr. Cooper, 

Ciftain Batchelder, Mr. Mills, wd Mr, Nye, be a Com- 
mittee to revisa the several Resolves of this Court rela- 
tiva to Saltpetre, and report what is proper further to be 
done, 
, Ordered, That Major Ely, Captain Brown, of MWater- 
zown,"and Major Rroake, be a Committee to make an ex- 
peyiment of te Powder which was manufactured at Wey- 
mouthsfipm, Saltpetre made iu this Colony, and brought 
to the House by Colonel Lovell, and that Colonel Lovell 
attend them in making the experiment. 

Ordeved, That the Treasurer bg directed to pay tho 
two thousand Pounds which the Court have this day re- 
solved to lend Joseph "Trumbull, Esquire, Commissary- 
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said Trumbull should desire it. 


The Housc considered the List of Fees for the Courts of 
Admiralty, and ordered that it be recommitted ; and Mr, 
Story and Captain Batchelder were added to the Com- 
mittee, in the room of Mr, Jewetd and Mi, Perry, absent. 


Resolved, That the Men ordered by this Gourt to be 
raised from the Militia in this Colony, to serve in the Ame~ 
rican Army until the Ist day of Apri next, be divided 
into Regiments, as follows, viz: 

460 Suffolle, and 

238 York, 

830 Essex, 

472 Plymouth, and 

260 Barnstable, 

149 Horcester, 

509 Bristol, and 
180 Cumberland, 

571 Middlesex, 
99 Lincoln, 


4,368 4,368 

Resolved, That ten o'clock, to-morrow, A. M,, be as« 
signed for the choice of Fiold and Staff-Officers for the six 
Regiments to be raised from the Militia in this Colony, to 
serve in the Continental Army before Boston, till the 1st 
of April;.and that such Officers Le choson ayteeable to 
the method pointed out in the Militia Bill, 

Major FIatley, by leave of the House, brought in the 
following Resolve, “Read, and accepted : 

Whereas, a certain Act, intituled “ An Aot for ostablish+ 
ing and regulating the lees of the several Oflicers within 
this Province hereafter mentioned,” made and passed at 
the session of the Great and General Court of this Colony, 
begun and held at Boston, in the County of Suffolk, upon 
Wednesday, the 6th day of January, 1778, cxpired on the 
last day of October last, and at present there is no Act ot 
laws of this Colony now in force for establishing and regu- 
lating the fees of the several oflicers in the said Act men- 
tioned, excepting a certain Act made and passed in the 
fourth year of the reign of William and Mary, King and 
Queen, entitled An Act for regulating Fees,” which last- 
mentioned Act hus, et divers temporary Acts, from tima 
to time, been superseded and suspended as insalutary, and 
the fees thereby settled and established appear to be, in’ 
many instances, extravagant and unreasonable ; 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That henceforward, until tha” 
further order of the General Court, it shall be lawful for 
all Officers named and mentioned in the Act first above 
mentioned to take and receive, for the several services 
therein specified, such and no higher Fees than the Fees, 
or sums of Money, specified in tho said first-mentioned Act, 
and be subject to the pains and penalties there provided 
for the offunces against the same, ; 


The House then adjourned till ten o’clock, to-morrow 


morning. e 


698 for one Regiment. 
830 for another Regiment. 
782 for another Regiment, 
TAQ for another Regiment. 
: 689 for another Regirient. 


, 670 for another Regiment. 


ets ’ “ 


. Tucelay, Jantary 93, 1776, 
The Committee appointed to make an experiment of 
some Powder which was manufactured at Weymouth, from 
Saltpetre made in this Colony, reported, that they had 
effectually proved the same, and found it very good; and 
at the same time laid on the table two flatted leaden balls 
which were discharged from a small-arm, Joaded with two 
, inches of powder, into a tough white-oak tree,-at tlie dis- 
tanee of eight rods, which penetrated the tree twovinches. 
The Members were called in. ‘ 
The House considered and passed upon the Proclamation 
brought down the 19th instant, viz: 
By the Great and General Court of the Colony of Masg- 
sagnusetrs-Bay:—A Procnamation, sz 
The frailty of human nature, the wants of individaalé, 
and the numerous dangers which suvround thoy: thrdugl’ 
thé course of life, have, in all ages, and in evof¥, country, , 
impelled them to form Societies and establish Goverdments. 
As the happiness of the People is the-solé ep of Go- 
verment, so the consent of the Peopje'is the only founda- 
tion of it, in reason, morality, and the‘ natural fitness of | 
things; and, therefore, every act of Government, every 


89 
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exercise of sovereignty, agninst, or without the consent of 
the People, is injustice, usurpation, and tyranny, 

It is a maxim, that in every Government there niust ex- 
ist, somewhere, 2 supreme, sovereign, absolute, and uncon- 
trollable power ; but this power resides always in the body 
of the people, and it never was, nor can be delegated to 
one man, or a few; the’ great Creator having never given 
io men a right to vest others with authority over them, un- 
limited either in duration or degree. . 

Whon Kings, Ministers, Governours or Legislators, there- 
fore, instead of exercising the powers invrusted with them, 
accorling to the principles, forms, and proportions stated 
hy the Constitution, and established by the original com- 
pact, prostitute those powers to the purposes of oppression ; 
to subvert, instead of supporting a free Constitution ; to 
destroy, instead of preserving the lives, liberties, nud pro- 

erties of the people, they are no longer to be deemed 
Magistrates vested with a sacred character, but become 
publick enemies, and ought to bo resisted. 

The Administration of Great Britain, despising equal- 
ly the justica, humanity, and magnanimity of their ancestors, 
‘and the rights, libertios, and courage of Americans, have, 
for a course of years, laboured to establish a sovercignty in 
America, not founded in the consent of the people, but in 
the mere will of persons a thousand leagues from us, whom 
we know not, and have endeavoured to establish this sove- 
reignty over us, against our consent, in all cases whatso- 
ever. 

The Colonies, during this period, have recurred to every 
eaceable resource in a froe Constitution, by Petitions and 
Remonstrancos, to obtain justice; which has boen not only 

denied to them, but they fave beon treated with unexam- 
pled indignity and contempt; and at length, open war of 
tho moat atrocious, cruel, and sanguinary kind has been 
commenced against them. ‘To this, an open, manly, and 
successful resistance has hitherto been made, ‘Thirteen 
Colonies are now firmly united in the conduct of this most 
just and necessary war, under the wise councils of their 
Congress, 

Tt is the will of Providence, for wise, righteous, and gra- 
cious ends, that this Colony should have been singled out 
by the enemies of America, as tho first object both of their 
envy and their revenge; and after having boen made the 
subject of several merciless and vindictive statutes, one of 
which was iitended to subvort our Constitution by Char 
tor, is made tho seat of war, 

No effectual rosistance to tho system of tyranny prepa 
red for us could be made, without either instant recourse to 
arts, or a raat suspension of the ordinary powors of 
Government and tribunals of justice: to the Inst of which 
evils, fu hopes of a speedy reconciliation with Great Bri- 
tain, upon equitable tovms, the Congross advised as to sub- 
mit; and mankind has scan a phenomenon, without exam: 
plo in the political world, a largo and populous Colony 
subsisting in great decency and order, for more than a yoar, 
under such suspension of Government, 

Bat as, our enemies have proceeded to such barbarous 
oxtremitiés, commencing hostilities upon the good people 
of this Colony, and with unprecedented malice exerting 
thair power to spread the calamities of fire, sword, and fa- 
mine thiotigh tho land, and no reasonable prospect remains 
of a spaedy reconcilintion with Great-Britain, the Con« 
gress have resolved, that no obedionce being due to the 
Aat of Parliament for altering the Charter of the Colony 
of Massachuseits-Bay, nor to a Governour or Lieutenant- 
Governour, ‘who Will not observe the directions of, but en- 
Geavoyr to subvert that Charter ; the Governour and Licu- 

- thant-Governour of that Colony are to be considered as 
absent; and their offices vacant; and as thero is no Council 
therejinnd inconveniences arising from the supension of the 
“powert'st vernment, aro intolerable especially at a time 
when Gepertl Gage hath actually levied war, and is oarry- 
ing on h tegen his Majesty’s poaccable and loyal 
subjects of that Co ony ; that, in order to conform as near 
as may be to the sfYfit and substance of the Charter, it be 
recommended to tho Provingial Convention to write lettets 
to tho inhabitants of the sevétl places which are entitled 
to representation in Assembly, requesting them to choose 
such Representatives; and that the Assembly when clio- 
son, do elect Counsellors; and: that so * Assembly and 

Council exercise the powers of Governmentuntil a Gover- 
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nour of [is Majesty's appointment will consent to govern 
the Colony according to its Charter.” 

In pursuance of whieh advice the good people of this 
Colony have chosen a full and free representation of thom. 
selves, who, being convened in Assembly, have elected a 
Council, who, as tho Executive braveh of Government, 
have constituted necessary oflicers through the Colony. 
Tho present generation, therefore, may bo congratulated 
on the acquisition of a form of Government more immedi- 
ately, in all its branches, under tho influence and cagtrol 
of the people; and, therefore, more free and happy than 
was enjoyed by their ancestors, But as a Government so 
popular can be supported only by universal knowledge and 
virtue in the body of the people, it is the duty of all ranks 
to promote the means of education for the rising generation, 
as well as true religion, purity of manners, and integrity of 
life, among all orders and degrees. j 

As an Army bas become necessary for our defence, and 
in all free states the civil must provide for and control the 
military power, the major part of tho Council have ap- 
pointed Magistrates and Courts of Justiée in every County, 
whose happiness is go connected with that of the people, 
that it is diflicult to suppose they can abuse their trust, 
The business of it is to seo those laws enforeed which are 


necessary for the preservation of peace, virtuo, and good. 


order, And the Great and General Court expects and re- 
quires, (hat all necessary support and assistance be given, 
and all proper obedience yielded to them; and will deem 
every person who shall fail of his duty in this respect to- 
wards them, a disturber of the poace of this Colony, and 
desorving of examplary punighment. 

That piety and virtuo, which alone can secure the frea- 
fom of ony people, may be encouraged, and vieo and im- 
morality suppressed, the Great and General Court have 
thought fit to issue this Proclamation, commanding and en« 
joining it upon the good people of this Colony, that they 
lead sober, religious, und peaceable lives ; avoiding all blas~ 
pene cantempt of the Holy Scriptures, and .of the 
Lord’s Day, and all other crimes and misdemeanors; all 
debauchery, profancness, corruption, venality, all riotous 
and tumultuous proceedings, and all immoralities whatso- 
over; and that they deccntly and reverently attend the 
publick worship of God, at all timos acknowledging with 
gratitude Lis mercifal interposition in their behalf, devout- 
ly confiding in Him as the G'od of Armies, by whose favour 
and protection alone they maf hope for success, in their 
present conflict. 

And all Judges, Justieos, Sherifls, Grand Jurors, Ty th 
ingmen, and all other civil officers within this Colony, are 
hereby strictly enjoined and commanded that they coutri+ 
bute all in their power, by their advico, oxertions, and ox- 
aniples, towards a general reformation of manners; and that 
they bring to condign punishment every person who shall 
commit any of the crimes or misdemennors aforesaid, or that 
shall ho guilty of any immmoralitics whatever; and that thoy 
use their utmost endeavours to have the Resolves of the 
Congress, and the good and wholesome laws of this Colony 
duly carriad into execution, 

And as the Ministers of the Gospel within this Colony 
have, during the lato relaxation of the powers of civil Go- 
vernment, exerted themselves for our safety, it is hereby 
recommended to them, still to continue their virtuous 
labours for the good of the people, inculeating by their pub- 
lick ministry and private example, the necessity of religion, 
morality, and good order. = 2 

In Council, January 19,1776: Ordered, That the fore- 
going Proclamation bo read at the opening of every Supe- 
rior Court of Judicature, &e., and Infeyior Court of Cam. 
mon Pleas, and Court of General Session for the Peace, 
within this Colony, by {heir respective Clerks and at the 
Annual 'Town-Meetings in March, in cach Town. 

And it is hereby recommended to the several Ministers 
of the Gospel throughout this Colony, to read the same jn 
their respective Assemblies on the Liord’s Day next afer 
their receiving it, immediately afler Divine service. « 

Read, and concurred. ne 


Charles Chauncy, Esquito, brought down the following 
Papers, viz: . : ‘ 
A Report of the Committee of 


: e Woth Houses on the Pe- 
tition of Thomas Russell, . ve a 
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A Report of the Committee of both Houses appointed 
to consider the propriety of commissionating such Captains 
and Ligutenants as marched, and joined the Continental 
Army from the Militia in this Colony, &c., and, 

A. Report of the Committee of both Houses on the Pe- 
tition of Joseph Deane. 

Moses Gill, Esquire, brought down the Report of a 
Committee. appointed to consider a plan for fitting out 
Armed Veuue with the following Vote of Council there- 
on, viz: 

Sh Council, January 23, 1776; Ordered, That Tho- 
mas Cushing, Ksquire, bo of tho aforesaid Committec on the 
part of the Board, in the room of John Adams, Fsquire, 
who is absent, 

, Read, and concurred. 

Ordered, That Deacon Codding, Colonel Thompson, 
and Major Lock, be a Committee to count and sort tho 
votes for Ofticers of the Six Regiments to be raised to join 
the Army before Boston, 


On a motion, Poted, That this last Order, as also the 
Vote of yesterday for choosing such Officers agreeable 
to the method pointed out in the Militia Bill, be reconsi- 
dered, and that they be chosen by nomination. 

The House then proceeded to the choice of Field and 
Stall-Ofticers for the Six Regiments to be raised from tho 
Militia in this Colony, to serve in the American Army be- 
fore Boston till the first day of April next, aud the follow- 
ing gentlemen were accordingly chosen, via: 


Kor the Survoux and Youn Regiment. 


Lemuel Robinson, Colonel; Noah Moulton ge ae 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; James Metcalf, Mujor; Rev. David 
Sandford, Chaplain; Captain Sabin Mann, Adjutant; 
John Grant, Quartermaster ; Doctor Nathaniel Ames, Sur- 
geon; Llisha Pond, Jun., Surgeon’s Mate, 


For the Essex Regiment. 


Ipswich, Isaac Smith, Colonel. 
everly, Henry Herrick, Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Salisbury, Joseph Page, Major. 
Andover, John Peabody, Jun., Adjutant. 
| Haverhill, James Bricket, Surgeon, 
Ipswich, Reverend John Cleveland, Clfaplain. 
ocford, Benjamin Foster, Quartermaster. 
Samuel Hez#letine, Surgeon’s Mate. 
For the Puymoura and Bannstanve Regiment, 
Bridgewater, Simoy Cary, Colonel. 
Falmouth, Barachiah Basset, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Seiduate, William ‘Turner, Major. 
Chatham, Thomas Hamilton, Adjutant. 
Plymouth, Andvew Campbell, Quartermaster. 
Bridgewater, John Shaw, Jun., Chaplain. 
Waveham, Andvew Mackay, Surgeon. 
Llarwich, Nathaniel Hall, Surgcon’s Mate. 
For the Woncrsren Regiment. 
Harvard, Josiah Whitney, Colonel. 
Western, Danforth Keys, Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Sutton, Jonathan Holman, Major. 
Leominster William Warner, Adjutant. 
Rutland, Caleb Clap, Quartermaster. 
Grafton, Timothy Daling, Surgeon. 
Rutland, Spencer Field, Surgeon’s Mate. 
. Reverend Elisha Fish, Chaplain. 
For the Baisrot and Cunpertann Regiment. 
‘Jacob French, Colonel; Thomas Kempton, Lieutenant- 
Colépel s Nathanich Jordan, Major ; Archibald Campbell, 
Chaplain ;' Daniel Hathaway, Surgeon ; Nathanied Cook, 
Surgeon's M&to# Thomas Berry, Adjutant; Jacob Fuller, 
Quarternaster. 
_ _ For the Mropvesex and Liscoun Regiment. 
Johh Robertson, Colonel ; Michael Jackson, Licutenant- 
Colonel ; Samilel MeCobb, Major; Joseph Thaster, Chap- 
lait; Natkanjel Slow, Quartermaster; Jabez Brown, Adju- 
tant; Asaph Fletcher, Surgeon} Dr. Little, of Westford, 
Surgeon’s Mate. o : : 


Ordered, That Mr, Baldwin, go out to the County of 
Worcester to promote the Levies in that County, in the 
room of Mr, Allen oxcused. 7 


cn 
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Afternoon, 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to know if they have passed upon the Resolve of this House 
for confining Doctor Gelston. 

Joseph Palmer, Esquire, brovght down the Resolve of 
the House for confining Doctor Gelston, with the follow- 
ing Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, January 22, 1776; Read, and concurred,. 
and the Board having reconsidered their former Vote, pass" 
ed the following Resolve, viz: : 

That the said Samuel Gelston be sent to the Town of 
Groton, in the County of Middlesea, and that he give bond, 
with two good sureties, to the Treasurer of this Colony, in 


the penal sum of one thousand Pounds, the condition ~ 


whereof shall be, that he, the said Semuel, will not depart 
out of the limits of the said Town of Groton, until the fur- 
ther order of this Court, and that be will not id any wise 
assist or correspond with any of the enemies of this country, 
and that he will be of good and peaceable behaviour ta- 
wards all persons who are friendly to Amertean liberty, and 
that he will at any time appear and answer to any com- 
plaint which may be made against him, when he shall be 
thereto required by order of this Court, and that he will 
abide their order thereon, ; 

And on failure of the said Samuel's giving bond as afore- 
said, Resolved, That he be committed to the Jail in Netw- 
buryport, vatil the further order of this Court, 

» Read, and non-concurred, and the House adhere to their 
own Vote, 

On a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Freeman bring in 
a Resolva empowering the Committee appointed to pro= 
mote Levies in the County of Barnstable, to take from the 
Elizabeth-Islands one half the men stationed there, agree- 
able toa late Resolve of this Court; and, also, to empower 
the Committee for promoting Levios in the County of Cum- 
berland to take one Company from the’ four hundred men 
stationed at Falmouth, 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down the Letter and Resolyes 
received from the Continental Congress, road the 15th cur- 
rent, with the Repost of the Committee of both Houses 
thereon, 

In Council, January 23, 1776; Rend, and accepted, and 
Ordered, That the same be recorded accordingly, and the 
Conmmittec ave allowed to sit again, ‘ 

Read, ani! concurred, : 

The Louse, according to the Order of the Day, consi- 
dered the Report of the Committee appointed to consider 
and report some General Rules, by which the Committec.on 
Accounts shall govern themselves, in the allowance they 
shall make for service of Committees sent out from this 
Court. ‘ 

It was moved, That the last clause in the Report should 
be deled, via: “ And that the attendance of the Members 
of this Court, for their services this year, be paid by Go- 
vernment, as other charges are this year; this nat to be a 
precedent for the future.” And the question being-put, it 
passed in the affirmative, viz: 

For the quéstion, sixty. 
was one hundred and one. 

It was moved, That the Committee on Accounts be in- 
structed not to pass upon the Accounts of any Committee of 
the Court for their services, till further order of the Court ; 
and the question being put, it passed in the negative, 

Ona motion, Ordered, That Mr. Cooper, ColrOrne, and 
“Major Brooks, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve rela~ 


The numbef of the House 


tive to paying Committees of the Court for their services, ~ 


The House then adjourned, till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning, 


Wednesday, Janunry 24, 1776, 

Ordered, That Mr. Brown, of Boston, Mr. Story, and. 
Mr. Ellis, be a Committee to bring in'a Resolve fox ,ad- 
vagcing a sum of money to the gentlemen chogay,to heprer, 
sent this Colony at the Continental Congress. ge 

Ordered, That a message go to the, honaurabla-Board, 
to desire them to send down the Resolve appoltiting Field 
and Staff Officers for the six Regiments to be raised for re- 
inforeing the Army before Boston,sif they have not passed, 
upon it, 


” 
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A Petition of John Albee, and others, Commandeis of 
the several Companics of Militia and Minute-Men in the 
Town of Alendon, who marched on the alara: of the 19th 
April last, praying that they may be allowed the sum of 
eighteen Pounds twelve Shillings and four Pence, due to 
said Companies for billeting. 

Read, and committed to the Committee on Selectmen’s 
Accounts. 


Colonel Freeman, agreeablo to order, reported the fol- 
lowing Resolve, Read, and necepted, (the Louse having 
pieviously voted to reconsider the vote of yesterday, for 
drawing off one Company of Sea-Coast Men fiom Jal- 
mouth,) vin: 

Whereas, there aie two Companies, of paren yells men 
each, inised and stationed at the Llizabeth- Islands, by a 
foriner Resolve of this Court, and it being apprehended that 
one of those Companies will be suficient to guard those 
Islands till tho first day of Apri noxt 5 and as it is of im- 
poitance to reinforce the Continental Aimy before Boston 
with the grentest expedition : 

Therefore, it is Resolved, ‘That the Committee for rais- 
ing men in the County of Barnstable, be directed to in- 
clade in the proportion of men to be raised in that County, 
one Company of the said men stationed at the Elisabeth- 
Aslands alosesnid, in case they will inlist; and all such Of 
ficors and Soldiers of them who shall inlist and engage in the 
servico of the Continental Amy till the said fist day of 
April, shall receive the sane allowance for travelling to 
and from the camp, a3 also the same wagos, as others ris- 
ed for the purposo of reinforcing the said Continental Ar- 
my, and shall be released from their service at the said 
Elizabeth-Islands till tho Girst day of April nest, and then 
shall return to that service and establishment agains And 
if one set of Ofiicers shall inlist one Company, of seventy~ 
five men, of said Companies, stationed at said Islands, they 
shall, in that case, be the ofticers of that Company, andgnay 
fill up by inlistment tho remainder of the Company, to 
make up the numberof ninety men in the whole, including 
ofticers, and tha whole of said Company shall then pia 
eved to the choice of an Ensign, to serve till the first day 
of April. 

And whereas, Barachiah Basset, lisq., was appointed by 
this Court as a Major to command tho Morces stationed at 
the Kslands aforesnid, and at Martha’s Vineyard, and his 
attention to said servico from this timo tll the first of 
April next, being thought unnecessary, and tho said Bas- 
set being chosen aa a Liowtonant-Colonel by this Court, 
for tho Regiment to be raised in the Counties of Plymouth 
and Jarnstable, to reiuforea the Continontal Army till tho 
said first day of April: 

Theretorg, it is furthor Resolved, That the svid Bara- 
chiah Basset, Eisq., be released fron his service xt the snid 
Islands, until tho snid first day of April, and thon to roturn 
Yo said station and establishment, 

Jedediah Foster, Visq., camo down and informed the 
House, that the hononrable Board had passed upon tho 
Rosolve appointing Field and Stafl-Oficers for the six 
Regimonts to’ reinforce tho Army before Boston, and that 
it was pow in ‘the Secretary’s Oflice, 


Qn a motion, Ordered, That Captain Stone, Captain 
Sinith, and Captain Batchelder, be a Commitice to const- 
uer meet_allowanee for those gentlemen who scrved as 
General Officers previous to the Continental establishment 
of the Army, 


Resolved, That Major John Buiriek, of Concord, be? 
and hereby is appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of the Regi- 
ment to be raised from the Counties of Middlesex and 
ey in the room of Colonel Jackson, who has already 
joing PhecArmy, 

Tho Toitge considered the Report of tho Committe of 
both Houses on the Patition of Joseph Deane, viz: 

The Committeg, of both Housos on the Petition of Jo- 
seph Deane, haveatiended that service, and having consi- 
dered the same, report the following Resolve, whicl? is 
submitied, 

Resolved, That Joseph Deane bo' allowed to send the 
Brignnting, in his Petition mentioned, | g the foreign MWest- 
Undies, in order to collect any Moneys with may be due him 
ther®, he giving bonds, with sufficient suretigg, in the sum 
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of one thousand Pounds, to the Treasurer of this Colony, 
that he will not export in said Brigantine any cash, or pro» 
duce of the Colonies: 

Anditis recommended to the suid Joseph Deane, to pur- 
chase and return here, Arms, Ammuoition, and any species 
of Military Stores enumerated in a late Resolution of the 
Congress, if there to bo obtained, . 

Jn Council, January 23, 1770+ Read, and accepted. 

Ready and concurred, 

The Touso considered the following Report, via: 

The Committee appointed by both Houses to consider 
the propriety of comminsionating such Captains aud Lieu 
tenants as marched and joined the Continental Army fiom 
the Militia, with full Companies, in pursuance of the Re- 
solve of tha Gencial Comt on the Let day of December 
last, have attended their duty, and ave of opinion, that the 
commissionating all the Captains and Lioutenants in the 
order in which they were chosen by their respective Com 
panies, ag they marched into camp, is what said Oficers 
expected ; and as they have done thg duty, sustained the 
oflice, and expect the pay due to them by the establish- 
ment of the Continental Aimy, your Committee conclude 
they ought to ho commissionated. Therefore, heg leave 
torepait 2 Resolve for that purpose, P 

Resolved, That all the Captains and Lieutenants that 
marched into the camp as a temporary reinforcement ta the 
Continental Avmy by order of this Court, of the Ist of last 
month, bo now commissionnted hy tha Council, agreeable 
to their several yanks, and in tha arder in whieh they wore 
chosen hy their respective Companies, any thing ina Rae 
solve of this Comt of tho F8th instant, to the cantrary 
notwithstanding, And that said commissions bear dato the 
10th of last month, the day ou which most of them arrived 
in the camp. 

In Council, January 23, VI76s Read, and accepted. 

Read, and coucurad, 


The House considered tho Report of the Committee of 
both Houses on the Petition of Thomas Russell, vias 

Resolved, Clint Thomas Russeld te allowed to send a 
Schooner, of which Alatthew Groves is master, to the fo- 
reign West-Jniics, in order to collect uny Moneys which 
may be due to him thero, ho giving bonds, with sufliciont 
sureties, in the sum of one thousand Pounds, to tho Treas 
surer of this Colony, that he will not export in said Schooner 
any cash, or produce of the Golonies, And it is hereby re« 
commended to tha said Thonas Aussell, to direct the nias« 
tor of suid Vessel to purchase Avfis, Ammunition, or any 
kind of Military Stores anumerated in a lato Resolution of 
tho Congress, if thore to be obtained. 

Jn Council, January 28, 1726; Road, and acaupted, 

Read, and coneuned, 


Major Hawley, agveenblo to order, reported the follows 
ing Resolve. end, and accepted, 

Whereas, by ono Resolve of this Court, passed in tho 
Houso of Reprosentatives on the 7th of November last, 
and concurred by tho Council, dirosting the method of 
making up tho Rolls of the service, and travel of the Mi- 
nute-Men and others, who in conseguonce of the alarm 
made on the 19th of Aprél Inst, marched for the defence 
of tha Colony against the Ministerial troops, it is, among 
other things, provided and dirceted that the payment of the 
contents of the said Rolls shall be stayed until the accounts 
of the Innholdeis and others, who afforded entertainment 
or money to bear expenses to the men bornd on the said 
Rolls on their march to and from the place of rendezvous, 
should be presented and considered by this Court, and! that 
such sums, as by this Court should bo,allowed on such oc~ 
counts, shall bo stopped and deducted out of the sums due 
on such Rolls for the discharging such pgcounts; hut it 
appears that there Is no direction given inthe said Resolva 
for drawing out tho money so stopped on such Rolls to the 
person, or towns, for whose use or benefit any sums might bo 
ga hess as aforesaid: . a = 

tis, therefore, Resolved, That the hondurable, Council 
he, and hereby are empowered to make their Warrants on 
the Treasurer for the payment of gll such gums allowed on 
such Accounts, cither by,this Court, or any’ Committee of 
the same thercunto empowgred by the Court, to. the per- 
son, or persons, or town, for whose use and benefit such 
moneys were;stopped on the Rolls aforesnidé. + 
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The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve for ad- 
vancing a sum of mony to the gentlemen chosen to repre- 
sent this Colony at the Continental Conyress reported. 

Rend, and accepted. 

Resolved, "Mat there be paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury of this Colony, in Continental Bulls, to the [onoar- 
ablo John Uancoel, Samuel Adams, Robert Treat Paine, 
and Elbridge Gerry, Esquives, Dologates fiom this Colony 
in Continental Congiess, the sum of one hundrod and thiity 
Pounds each, to enable the sail gentlemen to defray their 
expenses, and support the dignity of their office; they to 
be accountable to the General Court for the same. 


‘The Committee on the Petitions and Accounts of Se- 
lectmen and Committees for supplies to the Soldiers, &., 
after the buttle of Lexington, reported several Resolves 
for paying the Selectmen, &¢., of the towns hereafter 
mentioned, the following sums, respectively. 

Read, and passed, via: ‘ 


To the Selectmen of /Tolfiston, the sum of - £61 9 0 
To the Committee of Supplies of Upton, - 16 12 11 
To the Selectnen of New-Braintree, - - 23 15 0 
To Israel Nichols, Esquire, for the use of the 

Selectmen of Leominster, - - - - - J1 18 2 
To the Selectmen of Lunenburgh, - - - 18 0 0 
To Mv. Israel Tlobart, for the use of the Se- 

lectmen of Townsend, - - - = + - 710 0 
To My. Ztisha Cranson, for the use of the 

Seleetinen of Ashfield, ~ - - - - - 8 9 +0 
To the Selectmen of Bellingham, - - - 73 4 
‘To tho Selactinen of dthol, - - -~ ~ -~ 16 8 3 
To the Selectmen of New-Salem, - ~ - 16 611 
To the Selectmen of Lumpleton,- - - - 18 9 3 

All which were read, and accepted, 

aay Aflornioon, 


Sanuel Holten, Esq., brought down the following Vote 
of Council on the last Resolve of this House relative to 
Doctor Gelston, via: 

In Council, January 24,1776; Read, and non-coneur- 
rod, and ordered to be 1ecommitted, 

Read, and conewrred, and recommitted accordingly, to 
Golonel Leeman, Colonel Thompson, and Deacon sStick- 
ney, with such as the honourable Board may join. 

The House passed several Resolves for payment of Ac- 
counts for lusses on Bunter’ Llill, &e,, as reported by the 
Committee appointed tg consider such losses. 

On a motion, Ordered, That the Votes of the House on 
the Accounts last mentioned be reconsidered, and that Mr. 
Speaker, Major Lawley, Mr. Gerry, Colonel Orne, and 
Colonel Zhayer, be a Committee to consider a Resolve of 
this Court which passed the House on the 19th of Decem- 
ber last, containing instructions to the Committee afoie- 
mentioned, and to report an explanatory Resolve, 

Resolved, That the Receiver-Genoral have liberty to pay 
the fifty thousand Pounds which this Court have offered 
to lend his Excellency General Washington, either in Con- 
tinen(al Bills, or other money. : 

Major Hawley had leave to bring in n Resolve empow- 
ering the honourable Council to draw on the Treasurer in 
hié fivour (on,money to pay for the Blankets which are or 
may be” purchased for the Regiment to be raised in the 
Counties of Hampshire and Berkshire, to go into Canada, 


Ordered; That Colonel Freeman gat the Proclamation 
which passed yesterday, printed; one for the Clerk of each 
Court in the Colony; one for each 'Town-Clerk, and one 
for enoh Minister. 

‘The Committee appointed to consider meet giant to 
. thé Presidentsofglfarvard College, reported. Read, and 

acdaptedg * 

‘Resdlded, "Phat there be allowed and paid out of the 
publick Troasury, to Doctor Samuel Langdon, President 
of Harvard C@llege, the sum of one hundred Pounds over 
and absve,thé rents of Massachusetis- Hall, which, with a 
former grant of one hundred Pounds, js in full for his ser- 
vices for one year, ending the 14th day of October, 1775. 

Resolved, 'Titat -the» Committee on Accounts be, and 
hereby are empowered and directed to allow the Reverend 
Doctor Langdon for such account of expenses as shall ap- 
pear to them to have been incurred by the removal of his 
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Goods and Furniture from Cambridge to Concord, when 
the same shall be exhibited to them, : 


; 

The list of Fees for the Comts of Admiralty was again 
considered by the House, and tecommitted to Major Sewad/, 
Dencon Curtis, and Deacon Whitney, the House having 
previously voted that the Judges of said Court should 
seveially be paid for the uial of any cause, at the rate of 
twenty Shillings per day, 

The House then adjourned till ten o’clock, to-morrow 
momning. 

Thursday, January 25, 1776, 

A Petition of Timothy Munro, setting foith, that he was 
wounded in battle on the 19th of April last, has been at 
great expense for doctormg and nursing, and is now unable 
to support his family, and praying consideration and relief. 

Read, and committed to the Committee appointed to 
consider Petitions of a like nature. ‘ 


Major Ilaoley, by leave of the House, brought in the 
following Resolve. “Read, and necepted. 

Whereas, this Court, by one Resolve passed in the 
House of Representatives on the 2ist day of January cur- 
rent, and concurred by the Council on the same day, has 
engaged that such non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers 
in the Regiment to be immediately raised in the Counties 
of Hampshire and Berkshire, for the succour of our breth- 
ren in Canada, shall be allowed a Blanket, or twelve Shil- 
lings to pay him for the same, if he shall find it himself; 

Itis, therefore, Resolved, ‘That the sum of three hundred 
and twelve Pounds sixteen Shillings, shull be paid out of 
the Treasury of this Colony, to Major Joseph Hawley, to 
convey and deliver tho same to Elisha Porter, Esq., of 
Hadley, lately appointed a Colonel of the Regiment, to ba 
by him paid to such non-Commissioned Officers and Sol- 
diers who shall engage and inlist in the said service, and 
shall provido a fod Blanket for himself, he, the said Por- 
ter, to be accountable to this Court therefor. : 

A Memorial of the Selectmen of the own of Sher 
burne, praying that a Resolve of this Court, forbidding the 
importation of Fuel and Provisions into that town, may be 
reconsidered, or that the inhabitants, some of whom are 
already reduced thereby to great distress, may be otherwise 
telieved, Read, and committed to Colonel J’reeman, Mr. 
Brown, of Boston, and Mr, Davis, of Barnstable, with such 
as the honourable Board may join, and the Committee are 
directed to report whut is proper to be done. 


The House again considered the Resalve for establish- 
ing Fees for the Courts of Admitalty. a 
It was moved, That the Vote of yesterday, for allowing 

the Judges twenty Shillings per day for sitting on ‘Trial, be 
reconsidered. 
After debate thereon, the 
in the negative. 
Then the House passed the following Resolve, viz: 
Resolved, That the Fees to be hereafter demanded and 
received in the Courts of (A) * Admialty,” within this 
Colony, shall be as follows, viz: 
To the Constalle, for warning a Town,Meeting and 
diawing Jurymen, two Shillings, i. 
For summoning each Juror or Witness, six Pence, ; 
To the Sheriff, or Constable, for every mile’s travel 
from the place of abode to the place of trial, in making a 
return of warrant or summons, two Pence. . 
To each Juror, or Witness, for every mile’s travel from 
athe place of his abode to the place of trig), two Pence. 
To every Witness, for attendance, per flay, two Shi 
lings and eight Pence. 
For the attendance of the Foreman of the Jury, in each 
cause, per day, four Shillings and six Pence. 
For the attondénee of each of the other Jurors, per day, 
four Shillings, 
For the Clerk’s attendance, each day, five Shillings,. 
For the Sheriff or Constable’s attendance, eal, ‘per 
day, four Shillings. - an 
No the Clerk, for recording the proceeding. of’ the 
Court, for every page containing twenty-four Jin of aight 
words in a ling, six Pence; for taxing“thé Bill, fe, Shil- 
lings; for all attested copies, six Pence per page, as above, 
To the Sheriff, for selling a vessel and calgo, &c., paying 
out the proceeds to the captors, and thé fees to the Colony 


quostion was put, and it passed 


wa ot » 
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Treasurer, three Pence on the Pound, or one and-a-quar- 
ter per cent. ; . eo 

To the Judge, for receiving information, six Shillings ; 
for every warrant, five Shillings; for his travel from home 
to the place of trial, for every ten miles, five Shillings ; for 
every day’s sitting’on trial, one Pound; for notifying, or 
advertising, exclusive of the expense to the printeis, eight, 
Shillings; for every summons lor one or more Witnesses, 
six Pence, 


Aftornoon, 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to revise the 
Resolves of Congiess relative to Saltpetre be directed to 
sit fortliwith ; and that Mr. Uobart be added to the Com- 
mittee, in the 100m of Mr, Nye, absent. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esquire, brought down the Report 
of the Commitice of both Houses, appointed the 9th cur- 
rent, to consider a Resalve of the Court for withholding 
supplies of Provision from Martha's Vineyard, &e., vine 

Whereas, upon inquiry, it doth not appear that many of 
the inhabitants of the Island of Martha’s Vineyard ever 
had a disposition to supply the enemy with Provisions, and 
it doth not appear, by the Resolve of the 9th of December 
last, thal they were suspected of corruptly doing the same ; 
and such measures haying been taken as, in all probability, 
will prevent the enemy from being supplied from that 
Island, and the inhabitants thereof must suler while under 
the aforementioned resiaint: 

Therefore, Resolved, Lhat the Order of this Comt, of 
the 9h of December Inst, so fir as it respects Muariha’s 
Pincyard only, bs, and hereby is annulled; and this Re- 
solvo be printed in the Camdridge and Matertown Papars. 

Jn Council, January 26, L776: Rend, and accopted, 

Rood, and concurred. 

John Whetcomb, Wsquire, brought down a Petition of 
Robert Robbins, praying that the Court would order a 
quantity of Provisions, taken with bis schooner, and car- 
ried into Beverly, on the 8th of November last, to be de- 
livered to him, for seasons therein set forth, with the fol- 
lowing Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Couneil, January 25, 1776: Read, and committed 

‘to Benjamin Lincoln, Esquire, with such as the honour- 
* able iloms shall join. 

Read, and non-concurred, and ordored that the Petition 

‘be dismissed. 

The Committee appointed to consider and report a mect 
allowance to the General Oflicers, reported, Read, and 
aceepted : 

hereas, there has no establishment been made for the 

Genera) Oflicers, appointed by the Congress of this Colony, 

for their servicos in tho Massachusetts Army, from the 

time they entored into said service until they were put into 
the pay of tho Continent, or were otherwise discharged : 

Therefore, Resolved, That there bo allowed and paid, 

“out ofthe publick Treasury of this Colony, to the Genoral 

Officers appointed by the Congress of this Colony, for 

thei serviees in the Massachusetts Army, from the time 

they ontered into said service until they were put into the 
pay of the Continent, or were otherwise discharged, at the 
soveral rales following, viz: 

To the {onourable General Ward, who served this 

Colony as Commander-in-chief, twenty-one Pounds per 

tronth, 

To>General Thomas, who served this Colony as Lieu- 
tenant-General, eighteen Pounds per month; and 

To Generals Whetcomb, Heath, Frye, and Pomeroy. 
who served this Colony as Major-Generals, sixteon Pounds 
per month, each, accounting twenty-eight days to a month; 

* and they,are hereby, respectively, desired to make their 
Atodypts accordingly, and lode them with the Secretary 
of this@olony, for examination and allowance of the Com- 
mittés on th Muster-Rolls of the Army. 


The Committee appointed yesterday, to report a Re- 
solve explanatory of a Resolvo of this Court, which passed 
the Hotiso the 19th ultimo, reported, Read, and accepted, 

Whereas, this Court observe, that in consistency With 
the letter, of the purview of their Resolve of the 19th of 
December last, relative to the compensation for the loss of 
Arms, Accoutrements, and Clothing, sustained by certain 

ersons who engaged the Ministerial forces on the 19th of 
A ri, and 17th of Jie, last past, accountg.of losses may 
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be exhibited to the Committeo of this Court from officers 
and privates not so much ag raised by this Colony, and 
others may make a claim of compensation for losses, which 
Josses were not caused by their being actually engnged in 
fight with the Ministerial troops, on the days above said, or 
eitlier of them, which js evidently divorse, and without the 
trac intent and design of the Court at the time of their 
passing tho said Resolve, as appears from the preamble 
thercof, as wall as the justice and reason of tho,caso ; 

It is, therefore, Resolved, ‘That the aforesaid Resolve, 
of the 19th of December last, ought not to be taken or con 
stued to extend to any Commissioned, non-Commissioned 
Officers, or Privates, who, on tho snid 19th day of Arif, or 
17th of June, o either of them, were not on the establish= 
ment of this Colony, ov to losses which were not cnused by 
stich persons having been actually engaged in battle against 
the Ministerial troops on the said days, or either of them; 
and no Coumittee, oy Commnitiees, of this Court, or of 
either House, appointed to consider of the claims of per- 
sons for compensation of losses, in eqnsequence of the said 
Resolve of tho 19th of December, ought to allow, or report 
In fayour of an allowance of any such claim, without satis 
factory evidence that the person, or persons, muking such 
claim, was on the establishment of this Colony, and that 
ho was actually engaged in fight with the said Ministerint 
troops. oo 

Charles Chauncy, squire, brought down the Resolve 
for establishing eos for the Courts of Admiralty, with the 
following Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, January 25, 1776+ Read, and eonewrred 
with the amendinent at A, viat At A, delo “ Admiralty,” 
and insert, “ Courts of Justice for the trial of the eapture 
of Vossels,” 

Read, and concurred, 

Tha Membors of this ous fiom the several Counties 
in tho Colony wore directed to tay upon tho table the divi- 
sion of their rospeetiva Counties into Regiments ; and to- 
morrow, ten o’clock, wns assigned for consideration thereof. 

Resolved, That Zuesday next, at ten o'clock, A. M., 
be assigned for the choice of Military Officers, agrevable 
to the late Act for rogulating the Miliia of this Colony, 
and to begin with the Major-Generals, 

A Petition of Nathaniel Guild, praying that he may 
have liberty to cut a quantity of wood, necessary to keep 
in blast this winter a furnfice, in which bo is making a 

uantity of watlike stores, for th vse of the Continental 
rmy. Read, and committed to Captnin Crane, Colonel 
Mitchell, ant Captain Vose. 

A Petition of Nathan Putnam, setting forth, that he was 
wounded at tho batulo of Lewingron, and is yot unable to 
perform a day’s work at his trade, and praying considera- 
tion of tho Court, and allowance of his account for expenses 
in nursing him, &e., and fora gun Jost at that tine, Read, 
and committed to tho Commitice on the Petitions of sick 
and wounded Soldiers. 

Potition of the Selectmen of the Town of Reading, re- 
presenting that Mi, Join Temple, tho Representative of 
that (own, by ronson of sickness, is unable to attend the 
Tlouse ; and * 93 yepresentation and taxation are so twisted 
together in-our happy Constitution, and being desirous of 
having a share in planning, as well as prosecuting plans for 
our safety, defence, and deliverance,” they praysthat a pre- 
cept may be issued for the choice of another géhtlemag, in 
colleague with said Temple. Rend, and orderéd t0' lie. 

A Petition of the Overseers of the Poor of thé Town of 
Boston, praying the Court to grant them a further sum of 
five hundred Pounds to furnish the’Poor of Boston, re- 
moved to the Alins-Hlouse in Salem, with necessaries to 
sustain them through the winter, Read, and committed to 
Captain Stearns, Captain Carpenter, and Deacon Codding. 

The Committee appointed to report a Resolve for pay- 
ing Committees of this Court for their services; seported. 
Read, and not avcepted, . a 

On the Petition of Dennison Wallis, who, of the 19th 
of April last, in pursuit of the Ministerial troops, was taken 
prisoner by them, and saripped of his gun, ayant, care 
touch-box, watch, and fificen dollats, and praying allow- 
ance therefor, as, alsa, for the charge of nuvsing acd doce 
toring, being wounded by the enemy in making his escape t 

: 


r 
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Resolved, That there be paid to Captain Zpes, for his 
use, the sum of eight Pounds eleven Shillings an 
Pence, which is in‘lull for bis gun, bayonet, nursing, — 
and doctoring. : 

Resolved, That ten o'clock, to-morrow morning, be ‘AS 
signed for the: appointment of Guardians for the Indians, at 
Grafton, 

The Committee on the affair of Mr. Elias Haskill Der- 
by, veported. Read, and considered, and ordered to be 
recominitted ; and the Committee are directed to report a 
recommendation to the Committees who have the care of 
the goods, in what manner to proceed therewith, 

The House then adjourned till ten o’clock, to-morrow 
morning, = 

Friday, January 26, 1776, 

A‘state of the Ordnance, Ordnance Stores, and Ammu- 
nition for Small Avs, in the Town of Falmouth, Casco- 
Bay, Read, and committed to Colonel Thompson, Dea- 
con Bradley, and Coldnel £reeman, 

A Petition of Daniel Lothrop, praying allowance, and 
payment, far the service of a Company of Actillery, agiec- 
able to a Pay-Roll accompanying, and, also, for the charge 
of removing of Cannan, &c. Read, and the House being 
informed that the gentleman who wiote tho Petition for 
suid Lothrop, received cight Shillings therefor: 

Ordered, ‘What inquiry bo made of Mr. Lothrop of the 
truth thoreof. 

. Mr, Lothrop being admitted on the floor, informed tha 
House that one Mv. Zaylor demanded, and received, eight 
Shillings for writing snid Petition ; whereupon, 

Ordered, ‘Chat Colonol Freeman, Mr, Stickney, and 
Mr. Hale, be x Committee to hear Mr. Zaylor thereon. 

The Petition was committed to Dereon Nichols; Mr. 
Swift, and Captain Gates. 

On a inotion, Ordered, That Mr. Story, Major White, 
and Colonel Leeman be, and they hereby are empowered 
and directed, to employ some person, or persons, at their 
discretion, to pursue, and if possible, apprehend Dootor 
Samuel Golston, who has Intely fled from tho custody of 
the Messenger of this House, and him bring forthwith, 

A Petition of John Stone, of York, praying that he may 
‘have liberty to send a Vessel to Sadéertudas with Lumber, 
or Cash, to procure a cargo of Salt for the knhabitants of 
that town, Read, and the Petitioner had leave to with- 
draw bis Petition. 


Tho Committee on the Petition of Joseph Ward, Esq., 
read the 17th current, reported, Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That there be paid to the said Joseph Hard, 
Msq., twonty-four Pounds, in fui] for his services as Aid- 
de-camp and Secretary to the Honourable General Ward, 


from April 20th to July 20th, 1775. 


A Patition of the Selectmen of the Town of Beverly, by 
order, and in bebalf of the town, praying that the Court, 
in consideration of their being much exposed to the enemy, 
would grant them one hundred men for their defence, or 
otharwise relieve them. Read, and committed to Mr. 
Johnson, of Lynn, Captain Smith, and Mr. Kingsbury. 

A Patitidty.af Solomon Pierce, of Lexington, setting 
forth, that he twas wounded on the 191h Aprif last, where- 
by he was tendered unable to labour for upwards of a 
month, and was at some expense for a Surgeon, and pray- 
ing consideration and relief, Read, and committed to the 
Committes on the Petitions of sick and wounded Soldiers. 

A Petition’éf the Committees, and other Inhabitants of 
the ‘Townships of Mochias, Gloldsborough, Number-Four, 
Nine inieos gt seh Hiae and Chandlers River, in 
the County of Lincoln, yepresonting that, by reason of the 
present anhippy elt¢ation of our publick affairs, their Lom- 
ber trade is stopped, and they are thoreby prevented from 
procuring the means of supporting thomselves and families 5 
that great pains have been taken by the Government of 
Nova-Srotiq, to engage the Indians an theie frontiers, &e., 
and pritying thé consideration of the Court, Read, and 
committed to Colonel Bowers, Colapel Thompson, Captain 
Steanns, Captain Carpenter, and Deacon Codding, 

A Petition of the Committee, and others, inhabitants of 


Machias and Goldsborough, in the County of Lincoln, . 
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praying an allowance over and above six, Shillings per 
week, for billeting a Company of Soldiers stationed at those 
places, for reasons therein set fath. Read, and committed 
to the same Committee. 


» A Petition of Milliam Nichols, Chairman of the Com- 
mittees for the four Townships of Goldsborovgh, Num- 
ber- Four, Narraguagus, and Pleasant-River, praying that 
they may have an allowance, over and above six Shillings 
per week, for billeting a Company stationed to guard the 
Sea-Coast, under the command of Captain Francis Shazw ; 
and, also, for assistance of Fire-Arms and Ammunition. 
Read, and committed to the same Committee. 


Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board 
to inform them that this House propose, at twelve o’clock 
this day, to come to the choice of Guardians for the dndians 
at Grafton, by joint ballot, if agreeable to the honourable 
Board, 

Jabez Fisher, Esq., came down and informed the House 
that the honourable Board had agieed to come”to the 
choice of Guardians for the Grafton Indians, agreeable to 
the proposal of the House. 


On a motion, Ordered, That Major Sewall, Mr. Put-- 
nam, and Captain King, be 2 Committee to consider at 
large the matter of building Powder-Mills, and report. 

Thomas Cushing, Esq., came down and informed the~ 
Tlouse, that the Board were ready to come to the choice of 
Guardians for the Grafton Indians, 

Whereupon, Ordered, That Mr. Tard, Captain Bet- 
chelder, and Captain Bragdon, be a Committee on the 
part of the House to count and sort the votes, 


Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board 
to desire that they would direct the Committee on the Re- 
solves of the Continental Congress to sit forthwith, 


The Committee appointed to count and sort the votes 
for Guardians for the Grafton Jndians, having cartied the 
same up to the honourable Board, reported, that Edward” 
Rawson, Eisq., Captain Stephen Maynard, and Deacon 
Willis atl, were chosen, 


Aftornoon, - 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker, Colonel Orne, and Mr, 
Story, with such as the honourable Board may join, be a 
Comtnittee to examine the late Act of this Court for en- 
couraging the fitting out Armed Vessels, and the Resolves 
of the Honourable Continental Congress, relative to tho 
capture of Vessels; and report what is proper to be done 
thereon, : 

Ordered, That Mr. Story bring in a Resolve for om 
powering the Committee of the Court appointed to erect a 
Powder-Mill at Stougéton, and to purchase a Stream for 
that purpose, to take a lease of such Stream and privileges 
as may be necossary, in behalf of the Colony, if they think 
best, 

A Petition of the Selectmen and Committee of Corre- 
spondence of the Town of IValpole, praying that they may 
he yeleased from the Resolve of Court, recommending’ 
them to supply the Army with two cords of Wood daily, 
for veasons therein set forth, Read, and’ the Petitiotiers 
had leave to withdraw their Petition, 


A Petition of Lhomas Townshend, of Lynn, adminis- 
trator to the Estate of Daniel Townshend, late of Lynn, 
who was killed at the battle of Leaington, praying cénsi- 
deration and allowance for sundry articles of which the 
bogly of said Daniel was stripped by the enemy, Read, 
and committed to the Committee an the losses at Bunicer’s 
ELill, &e. 

A Petition of Hannah Ramsdel, of Lynn, setting forth, 
that her husband was killed at the battle of Lesington, and 
praying consideration and allowance for his gun, accoutre- 
ments, and hat, which were lost at the same time, Rend, 
and committed to the same Committee. i 


Tho Committee on the Petition of the Overseers of the», 
Poor,of the Town of Boston, reported. Read, and ac 
cepted. Pome gan 
Resolved, That there be paid out of the publi8e'Trea~ 
sury of this Colony, to Messrs. Millian “Greenleaf, Isaac 
Smith, Gibbins Sharp, John Swoetser, Ebenezer Putnam, 
William Shelleber, and Samuel Gardner, lately appoiated 
by this Court Overseers of the Poor of the Town of Boston, 


ey? 
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the sum of five bundied Pounds, to be by them applicd for 
the support of such of those poor us are, or may be se- 
moved from said town to the [Hospital at Salem, and 
that said Greenleaf be empowered in behalf of said Over- 
seers, to recoive said sum, he giving a receipt therefor, and 
they to be accountable to this Comt for the same, 

Colonel Norton brought in the following Resolve. Read, 
and passed, viz+ 

Whereas, an application hath been made to this Court 
for Powder to supply tho soldiers raised on the Island of 
Martha's Pineyard, for tho defence of the Sea-Coasts in 
this Colony: 

Therefore, Resolved, That there be paid out of the pub- 
lick Treasury, to Colonel Beriat Norton, the sum of se- 
venty-five Pounds, lawlul money, to enable him to procure 
Powder, for the use of the soldiers aforesaid, he being 
accountable to this Court for the samo, 

A Patition of the Selectmen of Rehoboth, cad January 
15th, was committed to Colonel Doane, Colonel Lowers, 
and Mr, Rawson, the Committee to whom it was then 
committed being absent, 

The Wouse then adjouned till ten o’clock, to-morrow 
morning. 


Saturday, January 27, 1776, 

The House considered tho Report of the Committee of 
both Houses, on the Resolve of the Continental Congress 
telative tosuch peisons whose going at lurge may endanger 
the snfety of the Colony, or the hbeitics of America, 

In Council, December 19, 1775: Read, and accepted. 

Read, and non-conewred, and ordered to be recommit- 
ted to the Committee appointed to consider a Letter and 
Papers enclosed fiom the [Honourable Speaker of the As- 
sembly of Connecticut, which Committeo aro directed to 
sit forthwith, 

Mr, Story, agreeable to oder, reported. Read, and 
accepted, 

Wheroas, this Cout, on the 5th day of January, cur- 
rent, passed a Resolve ompowering Mr. Pudcnam, Mr. 


* Grane, and Mr, Vose, to pnrehase tho remains of a Pow- 


der-Mil] at Stoughion, and Land and privilegos conve- 
nient lo improve the same, or purehase a privilege for, and 
ereot one at Sutton, as they, alter having consulted the 
naaster- workman who shel! undertake the same, shall judgo 
expedient: And whereas, by a Resolve of this Court of the 
19th day of January, current, the said Committee wero 
directed to build tho said Mill at Stoughton ; but the Com- 
mittco nforesaid are not invested with sufticient power to 
hive the Land and Stream at Stoughéon, but aro rosiricted 
to purchase the gama: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Committee aforesaid ho, 
and they hereby aro fully authorized and empowered to 
parehaso, or hire, as thoy shall judge most advantageous, 
the Land and Steam at Stoughton, whereby they haye, 
or shall agree to orect o Powdey-Mill for such a term of 
years, and for such yonrly ent as they shall think proper, 
and that they, in bebalf of this Colony, tuko a deed or 
lense of the same, as they shall agree to puichuse or hire. 


cme Houso then adjomned to Monday morning, ten 
o'cldck, 


: Monday, January 29, 1776, 
Moses Gill, Esy., brought down the Report of the Com- 
mittee of both Houses, appointed to consider sundry Re- 
solves of the American Conaress, viz: . 
+ The Committee of both Houses, appointed to take into 
consideration sundry Resolves of the American Congress, 
have attended their duty, and beg leave to report, as their 
opinions: 
41st. That direation be given to review tho Act for fix- 
ing out Armed Vessels, and conform it to the Resolves of 
Congress, except in the instance of taking prizes without 
connnissions, and that a yepresentation of the inconyeni- 
ences attending that Resolve bo mnde to Congress, praying 
that it may be reconsidered and altered. 
2d. That a representation of the situation and state of 
the Island of Nanducket, and the conduct of the ‘inbabi- 
tants, be made to Congiess, and of the disadvantages arising 
from supplying them with provisions under their circum- 
starioes, ; tes 
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8d. That a Bill be brought in to ascertain the number 
of Inhabitants in this Colony, and to cause a retun to be 
made of them. 

4th. That a Bill be brought in prohibiting the arrest of 
Soldiers in the Continental Army, and the attachment of 
their estates for small debts. 

Sth. That the Secretary be directed to transmit, from 
time to time, to the Congress, a trac account of the Miti- 
tary Stores, &¢., imported into this Colony, and of the 
produce exported, ngrecable to their Resolve of July 15th, 
with the price and value of both, 

Gth, That some methods bo taken for encouraging the 
manufacture of Salt, 

7th. That the Honourable Thomas Cushing, Esq., who 
received, at Philadelphia, on the account of this Colony, 
four hundred and forty-one thousand three hundred and 
thinty-three dollais and one-third of a dollar, and a draft 
made by Mr, Cabot, of two thousand dollars, amounting in 
the whole to four hundred and forty-three thousand three 
hundred and thirty-three dollars and-one-third of a dollar, 
being so much granted to this Colony by a vote of Con- 
giess, bo discharged, on bis paying into tho Treasury the 
said sum of four hundrod and forty-one thousand three hun- 
dred and thirty-three dollars and one-third of a dollar, and 
lodging with the Treasurer the draft of Mr. andrew Ca- 
bot for two thousand dollars, ‘ 

All which is humbly submitted, 

Joun Winrnnor, per order, 


In Council, January 27, (176: Read, and accepted, 
and, thereupon, Resolved, ‘That tho Committee appointed 
on the 26th instant, to examine tho Act of this Comt for 
fixing out Armed Vessels, bo directed to sit forthwith. 

And that Thomas Cushing, Msq., with such as tho ho- 
nourablo Honse shall join, ba a Committee to make the 
representation to Congress mentioned in the second para. 
graph of the foregoing Report, 

nd that Jedediah Buster, Esq. with such as the ho- 
nourable Houso shall join, bo a Committee to bring inn 
Bill ogreeablo to the third paragraph mentioned in the 
within Report. 

And that Willian Sever, Meq., with such as tho ho- 
nowrable House shall join, bo a Committee to bring in a 
Bill to takesup tho substance of the fourth paragraph, 

And that Benjamin Greenleaf and Charles Chauncy, 
Esquires, with such as the henouable House shall join, be 
a Committee on the sixth paragiaph, 

And that the Secretary bo directed to transmit, from 
time to time, to the Congress, a trae account of the mili- 
tary stores, &c., imported into this Colony, and of the pro- 
duco exported, agreeable to the Resolve of July 16, with 
tho prica and valuo of both. 

And that the Honourable Thomas Cushing, Ksq., who 
recoived at Philadelphia, on account of this Colony, four 
hundred and forty-one thousand threa hundred and thirty- 
throe dollars and one-third of a dollar, and a draft hy My 
Cabot of two thousand dollars, amounting in the whole to 
four hundred forty-three thousnnd threo hundred and thir 
ty-thvee dollars and one-third of a dollar, being so much 
granted to this Colony by a yoto of Congress, be dischar- 
ged, on his paying into the Treasury the said sum of four 
hundied and forty-one thousand three hundred and thirty- 
thieo dollars and one-third of a dollar, and lodging with tho 
Treasurer the draft of Myr, Andrew Cabot for two thou- 
sand dollars, : . 

Read, and concurred, and Colonel Freeman, and Colo- 
nel Mitchell ave joined to the Honourable Thomas, Cush- 
ing, Esq., to make the representation to Congress men- 
tioned in the second paragraph. ‘ 

And Major Fudler and Colonel Thompson are joined to 
the [onourable Jedediah Joster, Esq., to bring in a Bill 
agreeable to the third paragraph, ’ ; 

And Colonel Godfrey and Mr, Mills are joined to the 
Tfonourable William Sever, Esq., to bring in a Bill agreo- 
able to the fourth paragraph, a 

Aud Major Sewall, Mr, Mills, and Colonel IHU, avo 
joined to the Honourable Benjamin Greenlegf, and Charles 
Chauncy, Esquives, on the sixth paragraph of the forego- 
ing Repoit, Z * 


A Patition of Benjamin Fosiey and James Néble Shin- 
non, in behalf of the Cortimittee of Salty oliMdeitas, 


aa 


hen 


1425 


1aying, the consideration of the Court with respect to the 

Ratate of Ighabod Jones, at said Alachias. Rend, and 
committed to Captain Carpenter, Mr, ZIcvey, and Colonel 
Woodbridge. 

John Taylor, Esquire, brought down a Letter fiom the 
Committee of Correspondence fiom Latfeld, enclosing an 
intercepted Letter, wrote by Llisha Altes, Jun., of that 
town, to Major Gray, of Stockbridge, and praying divec- 
tions concerning him. Rend, and committed to Mr, Cooper 
and Colonel Zhompson, with such as the honowable Board 
may join, 

Caleb Cushing, Esq., brought down a Petition of John 
Onder wood, setting forth, that on the first of December last, 
he presented a Memorial to this Court relative to the con- 
duct of one Nehemiah Eastman, which, not having been 
acted upon, he now prays the consideration of the Comt; 
with the following Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, January 29, 1776; Rend, and committed to 
Charles Chauncy, isq., with such as the honouable House 
shall join, a 

Read, and concurred, and Doctor Gunn and Colonel 
Norton are joined. 

A Petition of Jacob Bacon, who was wounded on the 
19th of Aprif, praying consideration and allowance. Read, 
and committed to the Commitee on the Petitions and Ac- 
counts of sick and wounded inen. 


Aftornoon. 

John Whetcomd, Fsq., brought down a Mustor-Roll and 
Petition of Jeremiah Obrien, representing that on the Qist 
of August last, he was commissioned by the honourable 
Council as commander of two armed vessels, with autho- 
rity to nnvigate thom with thirty men cach, And as no 
establishment has beon made for cruisers, he prays a meet 
allowanco for their service. Read, and committed to Mr. 
Gates, Major Currier, and Mr, Aden. 

A Petition of the Jidéan inhabitants of the Town of 
Stockbridge, praying for reasons therein mentioned, that a 
law may be pussed to prevent their being sued for debts 
for the term of to years, and that tavern-keepers may be 
restrained from selling them spirituous liquors, Read, and 
committed to Dy. Letcher, Deacon Curtis, and My. Allen. 


* a, 
Tho Houso enjoined all its Committees to sit, and then 
adjourned till to-morrow morping, ten o'clock, 


a 


Tuosday, January 30, 1776, 

The Committee on the Petition from the Committees 
and ather inhabitants of Machias, G'oldsborough, Number- 
Four, and other townships in tha Caunty of Lincoln, wera 
instruelod to report that the Committees and other inhabi- 
tants of those places, now in Watertown, give security for 
repayment of the money that may be put into their hands 
for the use of said inhabitants, and that they have tha use 
of the same ono year without interest. 

A Petition of FVilliam Lodgiius and Thomas Hill, 
Committed of Safety of ‘French en's Bay, represonting 
that their lumber trado being stopped, the inhabitants have 
no wey of procuring the menns of subsistence 5 and, there- 
fore, yray the Couit to supply them with a quantity of 
provisions,. or lend them money that they may supply 
themselves, Read, and committed to the Committee on 
the Petition from Machias, &c., above-mentioned, 

Order of the Day moved for, 

« Ordered, That My. Fhceler, Colonel Freeman, and 
Doctor Rie, be a Committee to collect and sort the votes 
for Militia Officers, agreeable to the Militia Act. 

“he House then proceeded, according to the Order of 
the Day, to the choice of threo Major-Gonerals, agreeable 
to tho late Act for regulating the Militia of this Colony, and 
the Committec appointed to collect the votes, having count- 
od tho same, it appeaed that the following gontlemen were 
chogen, vizi ° 

Honowsble John Lancock, Esq:, Vist Major-Geneial; 

Honourable James Warren, Kisq., Second Major-General ; 

Honourable Azor Orne, Iisq., Third Major-General. 

_. The a0 i i 
votes for Brigadiers, for the Counties hereafter mentioned, 
it appeated that the following gentlemen were chosen, viz: 


Fourru Senres.—Vor. 1v. 
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For ihe rang of Suffolk, Honourable Benjamin Line 
coln, Esq. 
For the County of Essex, Honourable Michael Farley, 
sq, : 
For the County of Aliddlesex, John Cummings, Esq. 
For the County of Hampshire, Limoth y Danicison, Esq. 
For the County of Barnstable, Joseph Otis, Esq. 
For the County of Bristol, George Godfrey, Esq. 
Ordered, That it be an instinction to the Committee ap: 
pointed to biing in a Bil to prevent the bodies of soldiers 
to be arrested for debt, or their goods attached in certain 
cases, in the same Bill to make provision to prevent desers 
tion from the Aimy, and any person fiom harbouring de- 
serters. 


Aftornoon. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Speaker, Mr. Gard- 
ner, and Mr, Eyde, be 1 Committee to wait upon his Ex- 
cellency General FVashington, on the subject of a Regiment 
raising in the County of Berkshire, by Colonel Fellows. 

The House proceeded to the further choice of Briga- 
diers, agreeable (o tho Militia Act. And the Committee 
for collecting the votes, having collected and souted the 
same, for the Counties hereafter mentioned, it appeared 
that the following gentlemen were chosen, viz: 

For the County of York, Jotham Moulton, Esq. 

For the County of Foreester, John HWhetcomb, Esq. 

For tho County of Cumberland, Samuel Thompson, Esq. 

For tho County of Lincoln, Arthur Noble, Esq. 

Vor the County of Berkshire, John Fellows, Usq. 

Lhe sume Committee having received and counted the 
votes for Wield-Officers for the First and Second Regi- 
ments, in the County of Berkshire, it appeared that the 
following gentlemen seie chosen, viz: 

For tho First Regiment: Marte Hopkins, Colonel ; 
Aaron Root, Lieutenant-Colonel; Giles Jackson, Fist 
Major; Jacob Brown, Second Major. 

For the Second Regiment: Benjamin Symonds, Colo- 
nel; Jonathan Sintth, Licutenant-Colonel ; David Rosse- 
ter, First Major; Caleb Hyde, Second Major. 

Resolved, That Captain Benjamin Hawes be, and hereby’ 
is appointed Major of the Regiment of Militia to be raised 
in the County of Suffolk and York, in the room of Major 
James Metcalf, who declines serving, 

Ordered, That the further choice of Military Officers be 
put off to ten o’clock, to-mortow morning. 

Mr. Story, agreeable to order, repoited. Read, 
accepted. 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the 
publick Treasury of this Colony, to Messrs. Liomas Crafts, 
Jun., Ldward Procter, Winthrop Gray, and Daniel Si- 
gourney, or any two of them, a Committee of this Cout 
to receive the inhabitants of Baston at Chelsea, and prevent 
tho spieading the Small-Pox, the sum of two hundred 
Pounds, further to enable them to pay the expenses of sup- 
porting said inhabitants whilst they remain there, and pre- 
vent the spreading said distemper, they to be accountable 
to this Court for the same. * 

Mr. Brown, agreeable to order, reported. 
cepted. ; 

Whereas, it appears to this Court that the sum of sixty 
Pounds, now in the hands of Thomas Crafts, Jun., Bdward 
Procter, Winthrop Gray, and Daniel Sigourney, was the. 
property of Joseph Goldthwatt, a noted engniy tothe rights 
Of America, and now retually eutployed fh the Ministerial 
Army in Boston: ee 

Roistéal, That the aboye-freftioned Thomas Crafts, 
Jun, Edward Procter, Wipilirop Gray, and Daniel Si- 
gowrney, be, and they ate hereby directed to pay the above-, 
mentioned sum of sixty’ Patinds into the hands of Henry 
Gardner, Esg., Treasurer and Recoiver-General for thig 
Colony, there to remain for the further order of the Genordl, 


Court, ¢ port 
The Houso then adjourned till ten o’olock, toemorrow™ 
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A Petition of Benjamin Crocker, of Falnouth, setting 
forth, that he and others of that town, have about seven: 
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hundred Pounds due to them at Tobago and Grenada, 
and praying for liberty to suil ina vessel there, to collect 
the same, Rend, and committed to Mr. Rawson, Deacon 
Codding, and Mr. Allen. 

The Committee on the Petition of the Committee and 
other inhabitants of Machias, Goldsborough, and other 
townships in the County of Lincoln, (read January 26,) re- 
ported, Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That there be paid ont of the publick Treasury 
of this Colony, to the aforementioned Benjamin Foster and 
others, the sum of three hundred and fifty Pounds, lawful 
money, provided the said Benjamin Joster and others, be- 
fore named, shall all of them give their bonds, jointly and 
severally, to pay the same in one year from the date there- 
of, tothe Treasurer of this Colony, for the use of the sume, 
which money the afore-mentioned persons shall dispose of 
in the best manner they can, to purchase Provisions for 
the inhabitants of Machins, Chandler's River, Goldsbo- 
rough, Narraguagus, Nunber-Wour, and Pleasant- River, 
to he divided among the said Plantations ag the afore-men- 
tioned persons shall direct, baving respect to their chieum- 
stances, nunibers, and necessities. 

* The same Committee reported on the two other Peti- 
tions committed to them at the same time. 

Thereupon, Resolved, That the Petitioners have leave 
to withdraw the said Petitions. 

Mr. Speaker communicated to tho [fouse an anonymous 
Letter, dated Dartmouth, January 12th, hinting that it is 
suspectad English goods are clandestinoly impotted from 
Drgland, by the way of the [est-Indies und Nantucket, 
into the snid ‘Town of Dartmouth. Read, and committed 
to Colonel Barret and Mr. Durfee, with such as the ho- 
nourable Board may join, 

Resolved, That Major James Stone be, and hereby is 
appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of the Regiment of Militia 
to be ruised in the County of FVorcester, to join the Army 
before Loston, till the first of April next, in the room of 
Colonel Danforth Keys, who declines serving, 

Ordered, That Mr, Hobart get tho Militia Bill printed 
and dispersed to the soveral towns in the Colony, 


Resolved, That on Jriday next, at ten o’clock, A, M,, 
the House will taka into consideration the Report of'a Com 
mittee relative to the Poor of Boston and Charlestown. 

Resolved, That on Mriday next, at three o’clock, P. M., 
the House will proceed to the choice of a Committee to go 
to Falmouth, agreeable ton Vote of the House which pass- 
ed the Sth current. 


Ordered, That 2 message go to tho honowable Board 
to desire them to send down the division of the soveral 
Counties into Regiments, if they have agreed on them. 

Benjamin Lincoln, \isq., brought down the division of 
mace Counties, accordingly, viz: Iampshire, Suffolle, 
Worcester, Lincoln, Plymouth, and Berkshire, 

gSostph Palmer, Bsq., brought down the Report ofaCom- 
mittee of both Houses on the Letter from the Committee 
of Correspondence of the Town of LJatfield, read 29th cur- 
rent, : 


In Council, January 31, 1776: Whereas, the General 
Court have received such inforination as that there is rea 
Son to apprehend that a confederacy is forming by some 
evil-minded persons, jn this and other Colonies, which may 
injure the credit of the Continental Bills, and the Bills of 
this and the otlier Colonies: 

‘Therefore, Resolved, That it be recommended to the, 
Committees of Inspection and Correspondence, in all the 
towns in this Colony, to make strict inquiry in their several 
towns, and if they shall find any person within the same 
eftdenvouring by any way whatever to prevent the eredit 
of” tg Continental Bills, or the Bills of this or any other 
of the United Colonies of America, or to nulter or counter 
feit the some, that they cause such person to be arrested 
and secured, and give information thereof to this Court, in 
order that such person may bo proceeded with necording 
to the just demerit of such high crimes and misdemeangrs 
and that this Resolve be published in all the Newspapotsin 
this Colony. Read, and concurred, 

‘The House, according to the Order of the Day, made 
choice of Field-Officers for the Regiments hereafter men- 
tioned, viz: 
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For the First, Fourth, Fifth, Seventh, and Bighth Ro- 
giments, in the County of FPorcester, For the six Regi- 
ments in the County of Lincoln, and for the two Regi- 
nents in the County of Barnstable. 


Aftornoon, 

Michael Farley, Usq., brought down the division of the 
County of Barnstable into Regiments. 

Charles Chauncy, Eisq., brought down the arrangement 
of the Regiments in the County of York, 

Tho Houso then adjourned tll ten o'clock, to-morrow 
moining, ae 

Thursday, February 1, 1776, 

The Petition of the Selectmen of Rehoboth, read 26th 
current. Read again, and Ordered, That Captain Stearns, 
Doctor Baylies, and Colonel Thayer, be n Committee to 
repair to Tehoboth, and yiew tho Fortifications mentioned 
in the said Petition: And, also, that said Committee view 
Taunton-River, near Kade’'s Ferry, at Freetown, and make 
report to this Court of the tre circumstances of those 
places, and what would be proper for this Court to do to 
put them in a defensible state. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Speaker, Col. Orne, 
and Colonel Lreeman, with such as the honourable Board 
may join, bo a Committee to bring in a Bill establishing a 
Lest, by which all persons inimical to the tights nnd liber 
ties of America, shall be distinguished fiom their Iriends, 
and to provide some methods to secure us against the prac- 
tices and designs of our enemies. 

Ona motion, Ordered, That Colonel Thompson, Col- 
one! Doane, und Colonel Smith, with such as the honour= 
able Board shall join, be a Committee to see if there is 
sulicient provision mado for making the Continental Bills, 
and the Bills of Credit of this Colony, a tender in all pay- 
ments, and to provent the counterfeiting and depreciation 
of the same, and if there is not, to bring in a Bill for that 
purpose. 

Resolved, That three o’clock, in the afiernoon, bo as- 
signed for the choice of some persons to go to Philadel 
phia with the Accounts of this Colony, and the vouchers 
thereof, 

Tho Comfhittes on the Petition of Nathaniel Guild, 
(read January 25,) reported, Read, and not accepted. 

And thereupon, Ordered, ‘That Captain liltis, Mr. 
Perry, and Captain Carpenter, baa Committee to repair 
to Stoughtonham, and make inquiry relative to tha matter 
of the said Petition, and, in particular, whether the Pur- 
nace therein mentioned can be well supplied with Wood, 
without taking any from tho farm of dsaae Royal, Ksq., 
and roport a state of the wood-lots in the neighbourhood 
of that Furnace. 

Tho House mado choice of Joseph Cushing, Esq., as 
Brigndier for the County of Plymouth, 

Tha Tlouse made choice of Hield-Officers for tho Regi+ 
ment in Dukes- County, for the Second and Third Rogi« 
ments in the County of Plymouth, and for the Second 
Regiment in the County of Worcester. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Boord 
with the arrangement of Regiments in the County of Suf 
folk, and desire the Board to include therein a Regiment 
for Boston, and rank the whole as they see fit. 


’ 


"aflornaon. 
The Committee on tho Petition of Benjamin Crocker, 
read yesterday, reported, Read, amended, and accepted, 
Resolved, Aine Benjamin Crockerebe allawed to go in 
a Vessol, of which himself is master, to the H’est- Indies, in 
order to collect any moneys which may be due to him and 
others there; he giving bonds, with sufficient sureties, in 
the sum of one thousand Pounds to the Treasurer of this 
Colony, that he will not carry in said Vessel any eash or 
produce of the Colonics ; and that he will return to some 
port of the United Colonies (ather than Boston, Nantucket, 
or New- York) with the proceeds of the collectofs of such 
debts, and not purchasa any goods from any Island con- 
tary to the Continental*Association, And it is hereby 
Sevommended to the said Crocker, to purchase, Arms, Ams 
munition, or any kind of Military Stores enumerated in a, 
late Resolution of the Congress, if there to be obtained. 
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And that the Committee of Inspection of Falmouth be, 
and hereby are ditected, to sce that there be no more pro- 
vision carried off in said Vessel than what is necessary for 
victuulling the people belonging to her daring the voyage, 

Thomas Cushing, Fisq., brought down the list of Briga- 
diars, ng chosen by this House the 30th ultimo, with the 
following Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, Hebruary 1, 1776; Read, and concurred 
with the amendment at A, vin; At A, dele the name of 
4 John Cumming,” and insert “the Honourable James Pres- 
cott, squire.” 

A Bill for Preventing the commencement and proseen- 
tion of Civil Actions, Read a first time, and, on a motion 
made that a time be assigned for the second reading of the 
same, and debates had thereon, the question was put, it 
passed in the negative, 

Benjamin White, Bsq., brought down the Voto of this 
House, appointing a Committee to bring in a Bill for esta- 
blishing a ‘Test, &c,, with the following Vote of Council 
thereon, viz: * 

In Council, February 1, 1776: Read, and concurred, 
with the amendment at A, and William Sever and Thomas 
Cushing, lsquires, are joined. 

At A, insert, “and that it be an instruction to the Com- 
mitteo that they immediately, and previous to their report- 
Ing any Bill for this purpose, write to the Delegates of this 
Colony al the American Congress, and obtain information 
from them, whether the Congress have taken, or ave about 
to take any measures for this purpose, or i! they have taken 
any, what those mensures are.” 

Read, and nan-concurred, aud the House adhere to their 
own vote, 

Benjamin White, sq, at the samo tine brought down 
the arrangement of the Regiments of Militia in the Count 
of Yorle, And, also, the Report of the Committee of both 
Ilouses, appointed to make an estimate of the expense of 
building and furnishing two Vessels for the defence of 
American liberty. 

‘Tho Louse, according to the Order of the Day, pro- 
ceeded to the choica of some person to repair to Philadel- 
phia with the Accounts of this Colony, and the vouchers 
to suid Accounts; and the Committee appointed to collect 
the votes, reported that Mr. Joseph Eenders3n was unani- 
mously chosen. . 

On a wotion, Ordered, That Colonel Freeman, Major 
Sewell, and Mr. Storysbe a Committee to agree with Mr, 
Henderson on the terms for which he wil! perform the 
aforesnid service. : 

The Louse were informed that Doctor Gelséon, and one 
Brown, who was suspected of assisting suid Gelsfon in 
making his cscape from the Messenger of this House, were 
at the door, under tho custody of Mr. Sanger. , 

Wheroupon, Ordered, That Colonel freeman, Major 
Sewall, and Mr, Story, be a Committee to employ soma 
persons to take said Gelston and Brown into close custody, 
and them secure until the further order of the Court, 

Ordered, That Mr. Singletary, Deacon Hovey, and 
Colonel Jones, be a Commitice to collect and count the 
votes for Military Ofticers, in the room of the Committee 
first chosen for this purpose, who are absent. 

The House then proceeded to tho choice of Officers for 
tho First, Fifth, and Sixth Regiments in the County of 
Middlesew, 

The Tlouse then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 


a 
Friday, Fobruary Q, 1776. 
Ordered, That tho Secrotary immediately give notice 
to the gentlomon elected Field and. Stafl-Officers of tho 
saveral Regiments, to be raised in this Colony, to join the 
Army before Boston until tho Ist of April noxt, of their 
appointment torsaid offices, respectively, 
A Letwr from William West, of Middleton, on Rhode- 
Jsldnd, relative to the apprehending Doctor Gelston, and 
fier ysitpers accompanying. 
male and caine ‘c the Committee of both Houses 
ttppdinted to examine Doctor Gelston; and the said Com- 
mittee are directed to examine Mr. Brown, who was taken 
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with said Gelston, and report what is proper to bo done 
with him; and also to report what ought to be done with 
somo Tea found in his saddlebags, 


Jedediah Foster, Esq., brought down a Petition of 
Captain Jeremiah Obrien, representing shat the Vessels in 
which be has been cruising since the 21st of August last, 
in the service of the Colony, now lie at Newbury, com- 
pletely equipped for sea, with about fifly men on board 
them, &., and praying the Court to determine whether 
they shall be discharged or not. Read, and committed to 
Colonel Orne, Major Cross, and Mr, Caldwell, 

On a motion, Resolved, That Tuesday next, ten o’clack, 
A.M., be assigned for the consideration of the Report of a 
Committee relative to the Poor of Boston and Charlestown. 


Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to know if they passed upon the Vote of this House rela- 
tive to Doctor Gelston, 


Moses Gill Esq., came down to desire the House to 
send back the list of Brigadiers. 


James Prescott, Esq., came down and informed the 
House, that the Papeis relative to Doctor Gelston were in 
the hands of the Committee of both Houses, who have not 
yet reported, 

Ordered, That 1 message go to the honourabla Board, 
to desire that they would direet the Committee to examine 
Doctor Gelston to sit forthwith, 


On a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Orne, Mr, Cooper, 
and Colonel Jreeman, bo 2 Committee to bring in a Re- 
solve for explaining that part of the Militia Bill which 
excludes all persons belonging to, or being a part of, the 
established Forces of the Untied Colonies of this Colony, 
from being elected to, or holding any oftice in the Militia 
of this Colony, 

The House made choice of Field-Officers for the Third 
and Fourth Regiments of Militia in the County of Bristol, 
for those of the Third Regiment in the County of Middle 
sev, and for those of the Second and Third Regiments in 
the County of York. 

i Afternoon, 

The House, according to the Order of the Day, made 
choice of Colonel Daniel Thurston, Mr. Jewett, of Little 
ton, and Captain Walker, ta repair to Falmouth, in the 
County of Cumberland, in the next recess of this Court, 
and inquire into the state and circumstances of that town, 
and such other towns as they may think proper, and report 
to the [louse at the next sitting of the Court. Tho same 
was sent up accordingly. 

The Members from each County were directed to com- 
plete the list of Officers for the Rogiments in their respec- 
tive Counties, 


Whereas, the non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers 
who inlisted into this Colony’s service in the late campaign 
became entitled to the bounty of a Coat, or money for the 
same; and sundry of said non-Commissioned Offieis. and 
Soldiers are since deceased, and left no estate worth ade 
ministering upon; therefore, to enable the heirs of those 
deceased to receive the bounty aforesaid, without taking 
administration on the estate of such deceased, : 

Resolved, That where there is no Administrator quali~ 
fied to receive the Bounty aforesaid, upon the Selectmen 
of such Town where such non-Commissioned Officer or 
Soldier belonged, or had his Inst residence, certifying to the 
Committee of Clothing that there is no administration ap- 
“pointed on the estate of any such deceased ; and, also, the 
said Selectmen, or some of the commissioned officers of 
the Company to which such decensed belonged, signifying 
to what Company and Regiment he, or they, belonged ; 
and that the bounty aforesaid bath not been received, the 
said Committee of Clothing be, and they hereby ave di- 
rected to pay unto the Selectmen (or their order) of each 
town, respectively, whore such deceased non-Com mission~ 
ad Officer or Soldier belonged, or had his last residence, 
tha sum of twenty-five Shillings, for the use and benefit of 
tha heirs of such deceased; but, in case such decéased. 
nonecommisstoned Officer or Soldier hath left no heir, that 
then the said bounty be retained for the use of this yout : 

The Committee on Clothing wefe directed to get’ the 
above Resolve printed in the Matertowh Newspapers. 
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the following sums to Captain Samuel Epes, for tho uso of 
the persons heroafter mentioned, in full for their several 


Accounts for losses of guns, &c., at battle, on the 19th of 
pril last, vin: 

An Jonathan Tarbell, - - + 2 5 2 + £2 sat 
For Henry Jacobs, - - - - 7 7 7 7 8 8 
For Heirs of Benjamin Delind, Iv., decensed, 2 14 
For Samuel Cook, - ~ oe ee we RID 
For Thomas Gardner, = - > - > 2 7 14 
For Nathaniel Goldthwatt,- « - - - - 2 0 


Eldad ‘Taylor, Esq., byought down the Report of the 
Committee of both Houses, appointed to view the Ha bour 
of Dartmouth, vend January 29th, via: 

That said Harbour is very convenient for all vessels 
from tho /¥est-Indics ond the Southern Colonies, to re- 
treat to in time of danger, and is the only one for a great 
extent of soa-coast, which can bo secured in such a manner 
as to sorve for that purpose, We, therefore, think it will 
be advantageous to the publick to fortify and secure the 
same, which we appretend may he dane by stationing at 
that place a company of seventy-five men, including ofii- 
cers, some of whom to be of the train, and supplying them 
with ten pieces of cannon, viz: four nine-poundels and six 
six-poundeis, with a requisite quantity of powder and ball, 

All which is humbly submitted, 

In Council, February 6, 1776; Read, and sevt down, 

Rend, and accepted. 

Tho House passed several Resolves for the payment of 
Accounts for losses at Bunker-Uil, on the 17th of Jine 
last, andl at the battle of Levington on the 19th of April 


last. 
To Elisha March, tho sun of ~ - - £8 40 


To John Tlemanway, - - + - ~ ~ 2 60 
To Reuben Carlton, Administrator on the 

Estate of Lbenezer Herrick, who was 

killed inbattle, » « © - - - =~ 6160 
To John Jones, the sumof - - - ~ 1 40 
To tho Heirs, or Master of David Eob- 

bins, who was killed, =~ - - + © 2120 
To Robert Phelps, wounded, ~ - - ~ 2 00 
To Israel Willd, - - - - ~~ - 2 00 
To Joseph Wilder,- - = » - «= - 1 00 
To ‘Naihaniel Cleaves, - = - = = 2120 


Tho Louse mado choice of tho following Officers for 
the Company to be stationed at Pemaquid, in tho County 
of Lincoln, &c,, via: Caled Turner, Captain; George 
Rogers, Virst Liouenant; Dhomas Thompson, Second 
Lioutenant; Robert Giving, Commissary. 

The Louse also made choice of the following Ofticers 
for the Company to bo stationed at St. Georges, in said 
County, vizt Benjamin Phonmer, Cuptain; Joseph Ro- 
binson, Hirst Lioutenant; James Zhompson, Second Licu~ 
tenants Janes Minot, Commissary. 

And Dhomas Rice, I’sq.. Mustermaster for the threo 
Companies to bo stationed in the County aforesaid. 

Tho Committec appointed to bring ina Resolve for 
building ton Armed Sloops, reported. Read, and ace 
opted, 

Resolved, That there be built, at the publick expense 
of this Colony, for the defence of American liberty, ten 
Sloops-of-War, of one hundred and ten tons, or fifteen tons 
each, suittble to carry from fourtcen to sixteon carriage- 
guns, (six and four-pounders,) and (hat Captain Batehel- 
dey, Colonel Bowers, and Mr, Durfee, be a Committeo, 
with such as the honourable Board shall join, to provide, 
materials, and employ proper persons to build said vessels, 
as goon as may be, for the purposo above said; and that 
the’sum of ten thousand Pounds be delivered to the said 
Comnitittes, to enable them to proceed in building, rigging, 
and finishing said Vessels, ns soon as possible, and that 
each one of the Committee be accountable to the General 
Court of this Colony, when thereunto called by the said 
Court, for the money he shall reccive. 


The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. ‘ _ 7m 
Woinosilay, February 7) 1776, 
Mr. Speaker informed the House that Colonel Parsons 
was at the door, from his Excellency General Washington, 
and desired to be admitted into the House, 
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He was admitted accordingly, and informed tho House 
that ho had seventy-nine Fire-Arms in his possession, the 
property of this Colony, and requested that they might bo 
appraised and jv into the Continental Storo for the use of 
the Army. [lis request was granted, aud Mr. Cranson, 
Captain Zillis, und Mr. Devans, were appointed to appraise 
the sama accordingly, and Mr. Partridge was appointed 
to bring in a Resolve for this purpose, 

Mr. Partridge, agreenble to order, reported. Rowti, 
and accepted, 

Whereas, application has been mada to this Court by 
his Excellency Sonar Washington, for soventy-ning Fire- 
Arms, the property ol this Colony, now in tho possession 
of Colonel Parsons; 

Resolved, ‘hat Mr. Cranson, Mr. Devans, and Mr, 
Ellis, be a Commitice to appraiso said Arms, and deliver 
them to General FPashington, or his order, he paying the 
appraisement, or giving his receipt for the same; and said 
Commitica ave hereby ordered to pay the money, if re- 
ecived, to the Uyeasuver of this Colony, and lodge his 
receipt in the Seerctary’s Office. 

The Housa made ehoico of Field-Oflicers for the Third 
and Fourth Regiments of Militia, in the County of Cun- 
berland ; for those of the Second Regiment, in the County 
of Bristol; for those of the Seventh Regiment, in the Coun- 
ty of Middlesex; for those of the Fifth Regiment, in the 
County of essex; and Sov those of the Fourth Rogiment 
(except the Second Major) in the County of Plymouth. 

Ordered, Vhat a message be sent to the honeuablo 
Board, to know if they have passed upon the Resolve whieh 
passed the House the 27th day of December Just, for sup« 
plying tho Committee for purchasing Saltpetro with seven 
hundred Pounds. 

Samuel Lolton, Wsy., como down, and informed the 
Nouse that the honourable Board had von-coneurred the 
Resolve of the House for depositing seven hundred Pounds 
into the hands of the Comunttee for purchaying Saltpotro, 


The Committee on tho Potition of Jeremiah Obrien, 
brought from the honourable Board the 2d current, repart- 
ed. Read, and recommitted, 

Tha Committee on the Potition of Jeremiah Obrien, 
again reported. Read and accepted. 

Whierong, & is of importance that the enemies of the 
United Colonies should, as far as possible, bo daprived of 
neeessary supplies, whereby they may be rendered the less 
capable of distressing this and the other Colonies aforesaid 5 
and to effect this purpose, it is expedient and necessary 
Armed Vessels should be fitted out and amployed, to pre~ 
vent supplies getting inte the hands of our said enemies + 

Thoreforo, Resolved, ‘That the Committee of Corro+ 
spondence, Inspection and Safety, of Newburyport, with 
Captain Jeremiah Obrien, bo a Committee to prepare, and 
in all respects equip and man, with filly men oil inclu- 
ding officers, tho Boop Machias-Liberty, wd Schooner 
Diligent, now lying at Newburyport, and that tho said 
Committee recommend such proper porsous to the honours 
able Council as may bo necessary for ofticors of said Vos- 
sels, for the purpose abova-mentionad, and when said Vos- 
sels ure prepared, as aforesaid, the officers belonging to said 
Vessels be commissionated by, and following such direc- 
tions as they shall receive from time to time from the Coun- 
cil of this Colony, 

And it is further Resolved, That the following sums, set 
against the several officers and men engnged iff the above 
service shall be paid them upon their faithfully discharging 
the duties assigned them, viz: A Captnin, four Pounds per 
month; Fist Lieutenant, three Pounds per month; Se- 
cond Lieutenant, two Pounds (ea Shillings per month; 
Surgeon, two Pounds ten Shillings per month; Master, two 
Pounds per mionth ; Boatswain, one Pound ten Shillings por 
month; Carpenter, one Pound ten Shillings per month ; 
Gunner, one Pound ten Shillings per mouths Pilot and, 
Quartermaster, one Pound ten Shillings per month ; Staw- 
ard, ono Pound ten Shillings por month; Master-ot-Arms, 
ane Pound ten Shillings por month; Foremast-Mon, one 
Pound four Shillings per month. > 

And for futher encouragemont to the said Offigers and 
Seamen: 

It is further Resolved, That they shall be intituled to, 
one-third the proceeds of all captures that shall be by thom 
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mado and finally condemned agreeable to a law of this Co- 
Jony, made and passed in the present session of the Gene- 
val Court, intitulod, “ An net for the fixing out Armed Ves- 
sels, and for the trial and condemnation of Vessels that have 
been employed in aiding and assisting our cnoinies,” and 
~ in such proportions as is allowed the officers and seamen 
of tho Armed Vessols fitted out on account of the United 

glonies, by bis Excellency General Washington, (A.) ° 

Afternoon, 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down a Letter from Mr. 
Nathaniel Shaw, Juv., dated New-London, February 6, 
1776, relative to the arrival of Captain Packwood, with 
Powder, 

Read, and committed to the Committee appointed by a 
Resolve of this Court, which passed the [louse the 10th 
of January lust, to settle the Accounts remaining uasettled 
on the books of the Inte Committee of Supplies, and to 
tuko cura of several cargoes, &c. And the Committee 
ave directed to take »rder with respect to the sum left in 
St. Mustatia and Martinico, by Captain Packwood, to 
purchase Powder. 

And David Cheever, Eisq., is hereby appointed on said 
Committee, in the room of Colovel Porter. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Orne, Major 
Brookes, and Brigadier God fry, ba a Committee to consi- 
dev at large the matter of paying Oficers and Soldiers for 
their losses in battle on the 19th of Aprit aud 17th of 
June last, and report. 

Resolved, Lhat Doctor John Greenleaf be joined to the 
Committee appoiated to receive, examine, and pay for all 
good and merchantable Sultpetre, at the rate heretofore 
established by this Court, that shall be manufietured in 
this Colony ; and that there be paid to the said Committee 
outof the ‘Treasury of this Colony, the sum of fourteen hun- 
drod Pounds, to enable them to pay for the same, they to 
be accountable to this Court for the money they, or either 
of them shall receive; and Mr. Jedediah DPhips is divected 
to attend at Matertown on the second and fourth Z'ues- 
days of each month, for that purpose, until the first day of 
June noxt, and to advertise this order for their attendance, 
inthe Watertown and Cambridge Newspapers three weeks 
succossively, ° 

A Petition of a number of Inhabitants of the Eastern part 
of tho County of Lincoln, praying that some Companies 
may be raised for the defpnce of the sea-coast there, Read, 
and committed to Mr, Lathaway, Colonel Thompson, and 
Colone) Bowers. 

The Cammitieo appointed to consider the conduct of 
Mr, dilias Haskitt Derby, in importing Coffee and other 
goods fron tho Island of Dominica, contrary to the Re- 
solyas of Congress, reported, vin: 

‘The Committee to whom was roferred the consideration 
of Mr, Elias Maskttt Derby's conduct in importing Coffee 
and other goods from the Island of Dominica, contrary to 
the Resolves of Congress, hnve attended that service, and 
examined tho several depositions in the case, as well as the 
orders givan by Mr. Derby to Captain Lander, and beard 
soveral witnesses on the aflair; upon the whole are of opi- 
nion, that the said Zander has acted quite contrary to the 
orders of his owner, and in direct violation of the Resolves 
of the Continental Congress; and as to Mr. Derby’s conduct 
in this mattay, the Committee are unanimously of opinion, 
that he has not himself, in the importation of those goods 
from Dominica, acted in any way contrary to the Resolves 
of the Continental Congress, and that he ought not to be 
charged with the misconduct and misbehaviour of the snid 


" 2, eclop + . 
Lender, Per order Winuiam Stony, Chairman. 


Tho Comrmittes are furthor of opinion, that the follow- 
ing Resolve pass this Court: : 
y Resolved, That the Coflee and such other articles as 
were importad egatrary to the Association, in the Schooner 
William, Peter Lander, master, from Dominica, in tho 
hands of the Committeo of ria Nhe of the Town 
of Apswigh, and of the Town of Beverly, or in the hands 
of wha alse, be stored at theycharge and risk ol tho 
owner, and kept in safe custody till the further order this 
Court. Rend, and accepted. 

Michael Farley, Esq., brought down a Bill for encou- 
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raging the fixing out of Armed Vessels, &c,, and of repeal~ 
ing a former Act for that purpose. 

3 John TVaylor, Essq., brought down two Petitions, viz: A 

Petition of Ann Coshommon, Indian woman, of Chilmark, 

in Dukes- County, and Benjamin Obadiah, Indian man, of 
Dartmouth, in the County of Bristol, praying for liberty 

to make sale of o certain tract of Land in Dartmouth, for * 
reasons therein set forth, with the following Resolve of 

Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, February 6, VIG: Resolved, That the 
prayer of the Petition be granted, and that alter Spooner, 
Esq., be, and he hereby is empowered to make sale of the 
tract of Laad mentioned in said Petition, of which John 
Quanimon died seized, for the most the same will fetch, 
and make and execute a good deed, or deeds, in law, of 
the same to the purchaser, or purchaseis, he observing the 
rules and directions in the law provided for the sale of real 
estates by executors and administrators, and the money 
arising by said sale to be put to interest, on good security, 
for the benefit of the legal heirs of the said John Quant- 
mon, aud the interest of the money to be paid annually to 
the said heirs, on their making application to the said Wal- 
ter Spooner, Esq., he to be accountable to the General 
Court of this Colony when thereto required. 

Rend, and concurred, 

John Taylor, Eaq., brought down a Petition of Thomas 
Symonds and Mary Thomas, native Indians, of Middle- 
borough, in the County of Plymouth, praying liberty to 
make sale of a piece of Land in Dartmouth, with the fal- 
lowing Resolve of Council thereon, viz: 

Jn Council, February 6, 1716: Resolved, That the 
prayar of the Petition be granted, and that Halter Spaae 
ner, Eisq., be, and he hereby is empowered to make sale 
of the tract of Land mentioned in said Petition, for the most 
tho sane will fetch, and to make and exceute a gnod deed 
or deods of the same to the purchaser, or purchasers, he 
observing the rules and direotions of the lay for the sala of 
the real estates by executors and administrators, and tho 
money arising by such sale to be laid out by the said Mal- 
ter Spooner, Esq., in purchasing so much land for the 
Lenefit of said Jndinns, of whare it will best accommodate 
them, as it will pay for, after deducting the aoe 
charges of such silos and purchase, and that the said Wal- 
ter Spooner, Esq., be accountable to the General Court of 
this Colony for his doings touching tho premises. 

Read, and concurred, 

On the Petition and Account of a number of Soldiers in 
Captain Samuel Gridley’s Regiment of Artillery, for losses 
sustnined in the battle of Bunker’s Lill, on the 17th of 
June last, 

Resolved, That there be allowed, and paid aut of the 
publick Treasury, to Captain Samuel Gridley, for the use 
of the several peisons undernamed, the several sums set 
against each person’s name, in full discharge of their account, 
viz: 


iphraimBlage,- - - - - - + «£8 40 
ei Kimball,- - - - - - =» = 2 80. 
Johu Kimball,» + . = - = - = = 2 80 
Jonathan Silver, - doi ow ee ae 
Enoch Davis, - - ~~ «© = * - - 1182 
Caleb Foot, - - * ~ = = ~ - + 2 20 
William Patten, - - - - + - + + 0180 
Manuel Grace, «© + + = - + - 7 O180 
Paul Giles, 2 2 - + + 7 7-7 + 8 20 
Ezra Reynolds, - - - - - > 7 7 L140 
* Zachariah Holden, - - --- > 7 > O1LO 
James Sabres,~ - - © - 7 7 7 7 0 90 
Zachariah Willi, - 007 7 tt : ; y 


Christopher Blanding,” - - =~ * 
The [Iouse thew adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow 


morning. ae 


Thorsday, Folanary, 8, 1776, 

A Bill for encouraging the fixing out of Armed Vesspls 
to defend the Sea-Coast of-Amertca, and for erecting a 
Court to try and condemn all Vessels that shall be found 
infesting the same. Read a first time, and ordered to be 
read again at twelve o’elock, this day. 

Thomas Cushing, Esq., brought down the Resolve of 
this House of the 80th January last, containing the ap- 
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sointment of the three Major-Generals, with the following and committed to Captain Stone, Colonel Barret, and Mr. 
‘ote of Council thereon, viz: Kingsbury. 


In Council, February 8, 1776: Read, and concurred, A Return from Cape-Llizabeth, of a Schooner proposed 
with the amendment at A, viz: At A dele the name of to be fitted outas a Privateer, and tho number of men wha 
« Honourable James Maren, Esq.,second Major-General.” would engage in that sorvico, with a Petition of Isaae Bats 
Poted, ns the sense of this House, that the Money lent Ze and Stmuel Nichols, praying that said Schooner may _ 
Genoral Fashington remain in the hands of the Paymas- be fitted out for that purpose, Read, and committed to, 
ter-Goneral till he receives a supply fiom the Continental the Committee appointed by the Court to build ten Amy 
Cangress. Sloops; and the said Commitice are empowered to sfur- 
Moses Gill, Esq., brought down the Resolvo which chase, instead of building, Vessels ns are suitnble for tho 
assed tho House yesterduy on the Petition of Jeremiah Purpose. 
Obrien, with the following Vote of Council thereon, viz: Ordered, That a message be sent to the honourable 
dn Council, February 8, 1776: Read, and concurred, Board, to desive them to send down the Report on Mr, 
with the amendment at A, viz: At A insert, “tho abave Derby's affair, if not passed upon. 
establishment to continue until the last day of December Benjamin Lincoln, Usq., brought the same down ac- 
next, unless this Court should think it expedient to dis- cordingly. 
charge them sooner.” ‘Lhe Committee on the three Petitions of Benjamin Mos- 
Rend, and concurred. ter and James Noble Shannon, entered 5th current, report 
The Petition of tho Selectmen of Reading, read January ad. Read, and not accepted; and the Petitioners had leave 
5, road again, and the prayer thereof granted ; and, thore- to withdraw that which wag fist entefed, and the other two 


upon, were dismissed, 
‘ nN u oe 
Ordered, That a precept issue to that Town for the — Ona Petition of the Selectmen of the Town of Mendon, 
choice of a Representative accordingly. praying allowance of an Account for Provision supplied 


Wherens, by a Regolvo of the General Court, passed the the Companies that marched from that town on the 19th 
19th of December last, all Onicers and Soldiers who were, of April last: 
on the 19th of April and 17th of June Inst past, engaged Resolved, That thera be paid to the said Selectmen, out 
in battle with the Ministerial troops, and suffered Joss of of the pubtick Treasury, the sum of thirty-eight Pounds 
Clothing, Arms, aud Accoutrements, should, upon appli- four Shillings and four Pence, in full discharge thereo! 
cation made to tho General Court, with suflicient evidence hg House then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
of their having sustained such loss, bo compensated: And noynine, 
whoioas, delay in exhibiting thoso Accounts has provented, 
and may further prevent, detection of fraud in many in Friday, Vebruary 9, 1776, 
stances ; Ordered, That a message be sent to tho honourable 
Therefore, Resolved, That no Ofticer or Soldier who Bourd, to desire them to send down the Report of tho 
sustained any loss of Clothing, Fire-Arms, Ammunition, Comiittee appointed to view the [arbour of Dartmouth, 
&c., on tho 19th of April, or on the 17th of Jie last past, if not passed upon by the Board. 
by being engaged with tho Ministerial oops, shall bo Moses Gill, Msq., brought it down accordingly. 
entitlod to any compensation therefor, who shall not ex~ Read, and committed to Captain Toby, Mr, Walker, 
hibit the account thereof to this Court, on or before the and Captain Goodman, to bring in a Resolve for the pur- 
first Tuesday of the next sitting of this Courts and this poso expressed in said Report. 
Resolve shall be published in tho Matertown Paper. Walter Spooner, brought down a numbor of Resolves 
(No recount for losses on Bunker Hill to be allowod of tho honourable Continental Congress, and a Lotter from 
Which are not oxhibited before tho fist Tuesday of the thy Honomable John Hancock, Esq,, brought by Mv, Tes 
noxt sitting of the Cowt.) senden, express, Road, and committed to Captain Stone, 
Axor Orne, lisq., having beon appointed by the Court Mr. Partridge, My, Batchelder, Mr, Rice, aud Colonel 
a Major-General of the Militia of this Colony, moved that Louell. 
ho ag be excused from aecepting that appointment. — "Phe Louse assigned three o'clock, in the afiernoon, to 
evod, and hear # Petition of tho Committee on Accounts, and sove- 


Cousid 
Ordered, ‘That the further consideration thereof be put yal other Committees of the Court. 


F till to-morrow moruing, ten o’clock, ‘ ‘ ‘ 
off till to-mio Bs tone a sleek James Preseott, Usy., brought down the list of Briga- 


= diors, ns chosen by tho Louse tho 80th January lust, with 
A Aflornoou the following Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

Ordered, ‘That a message bo sont to the honourable jx Counei/, February 8, 1776; Read, and concurred 
joe to know if thoy have passed upon tho Resolvo of with the amendment at A, B, C, viz: At A, dele & Gena» 
tha House for supplying tho Commitico for procuring Salt-  yatg;” at B, dule for the County of Middlesea, Jolin Chum 
petro with monoy for that purpose, mings, Tsq,;” and at C, dele “for the County of Lincoln, 

Benjamin Lincoln, Vsy., came down and informed tho Arthur Noble, sq.” 

House that tho honourable Board had not passed upon the —- Road, and concurred. 


aa but that it was under consideration of the Board. The Bill for encouraging the fixing out of Armed Ves. 
Vhoreypon, the House directed Mr. Perry to desire Mr. gels, rond a third time, and passed to be engrossed, with 
Phips to tary in town, amendments. 


Tho Bill fo-oncouraging the fixin, fA i 
ging 1 out of Armed Ves- John Taylor, Esgq., brought down the following Re- 
sels, &c., read~a second time, and commited to Mr. solve, viz: ns sii 


Speaker, Mr. Stor);.and Colonel Orne. In Ci i 

. . it Council, February 9, 1776: Wherens, Accounts 
crates Gem torhagom elevon o’clock, A. M., be have been resented to this Court far payment by soveral 
assigned for a third readiny.of the said Bill. towns in this Colony, for Provisions swpplied tha mon wha 


The House considered tho Vote of the honourable Board marched from such towns, respectively, on tho alarm on the 
on the Resolve of this Houso appointing three Major-Go- 19th of Aprid last, and afer, and no suficiont vouchers 


nerals, F are Jodged with such Accounts whereby it may bo made 
An ongrossed Bill for reviving and continuing sundry evidont that the publiek had the benefit of such Provisions: 
Laws that are expired, and near expiring, read, and And whoreas, this Colony allowed to oach man so mareli¥ 
Resolved, That it puss, to be enacted, : ing, one penny per milo to refund his expanso in travelling 


The Selectmen of Bridgewater had Joave to wi into camp, &e.: 
their Petition. . ° i Therefore, Resolved, That oach ‘own who*haye pre« 


eee, : sented their Accounts to this Court for’ payment, and yet 
A Petition, signed Robert Harrington, James Kenny, ~xornain unpaid, and those who shall in futuro present wich 


and Moses Eayer, praying the Court to advance them the Account i 

8 for payment, shall lod, I 
sum of two hundred Pounds, to enable them to procure shall be pa sad ony a Canitnats hors dhe Ofer cho oe 
nepessary Stock to mount a number of Cannon, &, Read, manded such fien.on the alarm aforesaid, that no -paliiati 
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the Provisions mentioned in such Accounts were expended 
in their march to Head-Quariers, and a certificate from 
tho Commissary what number of days such Company were 
in camp, and did not draw their allowance from the pub- 
lick stores. Road, and concurred, 


, Resolved, That the following be the Form of an Inlist- 

ment to be signet! by such Soldiers as ave to bo raised by 

is Colony in the Counties of Llampshire and Berkshire, 

to join tho American Army in Canada; and Brigadier 

Thompson is hereby appointed to get the same printed ag 
soon as possible, via: 

4 We, the subscribers, do hereby severally inlist ourselves 
into tho service of the Onited American Colonies, until 
tho first day of January nest, if the service should require 
it; and cach of us do engage to furnish and carry with us 
into the service aforesnid, a good effective fire-arm and 
blanket, (also, a good bayonet, cartidge-pouch, and a 
hatchet, or tomahawk, or cutting-sword, if possible ;) 
and we severally consent to bo formed into a Rogiment 
under the commandeof such Ficld-Officers, Captains, and 
Subalterns, as are or may be appointed and commissionated 
by the American Congress, ant, when so formed, we en- 
gage to march under suid Officers into Canada, with the 
utmost expedition, And we further agree, during tho time 
aforesaid, to be subject to such Generals, (A,) or superior 
oflievrs, ag are, or shall be appointed; and to be under such 
rogulations, in every respect, us ure provided for the Ame- 
rican Army, 

“Dated the... . of... .. A.D, 1776.” 

The Uouso assigned four o'clock, in tho afiernoon, for 
the choice of a Brigadier for the County of Middlesea, in 
the room of John Cunmings, Esq., uegatived by the ho- 
nourable Board. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story bring ina Resolye for sup- 
plying the Committee for fixing out Vessels for Powder, 
with the sum of uvo thousand Pounds, 


‘Tho Committee on the Petition of Jeremiah Obrien, 
roportod. Rend, and recommittad, 


Aflornoon, 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down the Form of an 
Inlistrmont for the Soldiars going into Canada, with the 
following Vote of Council thereon, viz: ¢ 

Jn Council, February 9, 1778: Read, and concurred, 
with the amendment at A, fiz: Dele or superior,” and 
insert in place thereof, “ and other.” 

Road, and concurred, 

An Account of Lydia Webb, widow, for sundries lost by 
her Inte husband at the bate at Bunker- Hill, 

Also, a Petition of Lhomas Minship, of Lexington, re- 
prosenting, that being wounded in battle on the 19th of 
April last, ho lost his musket, and praying consideration 
and allowance, ; 

Read, and committed to the Committee appointed to 
consider Accounts of a like nature. 


Mr, Speaker laid upon the table a sum of Money brought 
from Philadelphia, by Mv. Fessenden, to defiay the ex- 
pense of raising, equipping, and paying the Forces to be 
sent by this Colony into Canada. ’ 

Wheroupon, Ordered, That Major Partridge, Mr. Ihee- 
ler, and Mr. Brown, of Boston, be a Committee to receive 
the same, and pay it into the hands of the Receiver-Gene- 
yal, and take a receipt therefor, which receipt shall be 
lodged in the Secrotary’s Office, 


Ordered, That a message be sent to the honourable * 


Board, to know if they have passed upon the Resolve of 
the House for supptying the Committee for examining, re- 
-coivjng, and buying, Saltpetre, with money, to enable them 
to pay for what they purchase, 

Mr, Story reported, Road, and accepted. 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the 
publick Troasyty of this Colony to tha Honourable Benja- 
min Lincoln, Baq., and others, a Committee of this Court 
for fitting out ten Vessels to procure Gunpowder and Am- 
manition, &e., the gun of two thousand Pounds for that 
purpose; they to be accountable to this Court for the 

same, : 
"Phe Committee on the Petition of Robert Harrington 
‘and others, reported, Read, and accepted, 


Fouvrrn Sartes.—Vob. iv. 
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Reconsidered, and thereupon, Ordered, That a sum of * 
Money be put into the hands of the Commissary-Gencral 
for the uso in suid Petition mentioned. Recominitted for 
that purpose, 

Four Petitions of Colonel James Cargill : 

One, praying an allowance for Mr, Shubael Williams, of 
Long-Island, at Penobscot, who, to assist the Sea-Coast 
Guards to prevent the enemy fram getting Wood fiom said 
Island, was obliged to quit his home, whereby he lost one 
hundred bushels of Grain, &c, Read, and dismissed. 

Another, praying an allowance for the service of part of 
the Militia of the East Regiment in the County of Lincoln, 
which he sent to Penobscot-Bay and Fort-Pownal, and 
with which he drove off several Vessels that were supply- 
ing the enemy. Read, and the Petitioner had leave to 
withdraw his Petition. 

Another, setting forth, that he was appointed by the 
Couit to take the conimand of the six Companies on the Sea- 
Coast, in the County of Lincoln, and there being no estab- 
lishment for him, prays the direction of Court. Read, and 
committed to Mi. Perry, Major Jily, andl Mr. Fessenden, 

The other praying directions with regard to the Schooner 
Dolphin, Read, and committed to the same Commities. 

The House then adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow 
morning, 


Saturday, Fobruary 10, 1776, 

The Commitieo on the Resolve of Congress relative to 
the Forces going into Canada, reported, Read, and ac- 
cepted, 

Whereas, the votes and proceedings of the honourable 
Continental Congress sespecting the Regiment now raising 
in this Colony to join the Continental Army in Canada, 
make it necessary that some alterations should be made in 
the Resolves of this Court of the Qist of January last, re- 
spocting the encouragoment thereby offered and proposed 
to such as should inlist themselves into the said service; 
and whereas, it is apprehended the mode of appointing the 
Captains, Subalterns, and non-Commissioned Officers there- 
in recommended, will retard the speedy inlistment, and 
forming the several Companies to be raised, (whieh ought 
to be forwarded with all possible despatch.) 

Therefore, Resolved, ‘That the order of Court of the 
Qist of January last, relative to raising a Regiment of men 
in the Counties of Ltampshire and Berkshire, to serve in 
Canada, so far as it relates to the two months’ advance 
wages; the electing Captnins, Subalterns, and non+Com- 
missioned Officers by the men ; and the Officers beirig con- 
fined to raise said Regiment in the Counties aforesaid, be 
reconsidered, 

Resolved, That the blank Commissions for the Captains, 
Subalterns, and Stafl-Officers sent to this Court by the Con- 
tinental Congress for the said Regiment, be lodged in the 
hands of the Field-Officers appointed to raise and command 
said Regiment, as, also, Inlisting Papers, with ordeis to 
them, to deliver such Inlisting Papers to those men who 
come recommended to them for their loyalty to their coun- 
try, their courage and good conduct, as properly qualified 
for Officers, and upon their raising the complement of men 
assigned them, to deliver them their commissions, 

And for the encouragement of such as shall inlist them- 
selves into the said service: 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That agreeable to the Resolves 
of the honourable Continental Congress, there shall be paid™ 
to each effective, able-bodied non-Commissioned Officer 
and Soldier, who shall inlist as aforesaid, and be properly 
accoutred according to the terms of their inlistmént, the 
sum of forty Shillings, lawful money asa bounty, + 7 

And, also, that there shall be advanced and paid to every 
Officer and Soldior one month’s advance wages, that they 
may be enabled to purchase necessary Clothing ; both the 
said sums to be paid them upon passing muster, 

It is further Resolved, That those who have inlisted 
already, upon the former inlistment given out, upon their 
signing the inlistment now ordered, shall be entitled to the 
same bounty and privileges as if they had not before intist- 
ed, and shall be entitled to receive pay from the date of 

their first inlistment; the said sums of one month’s advance 
wages, and forty Shillings bounty, to be in lieu of the two 
months’ advance wages ordered in the said Resolyes of the 
Rist of January. 
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And whereas, by the said Resolves of the 2ist of Jan- 
ary, three Companies weie to be raised from the County 
of Berkshire, as part of the said Regiment: And whereas, 
nearly four hundred men bave already inlisted and marched 
frony the said County of Berkshire, into Canada, to serve 
the United Colonies there, until the 15th of April next, 
many of whom, it is hoped, and expected, will be willing 
to continue in the said service until the Ist day of January 
next! 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Field-Ofiicers of the snid 
Regiment be directed to inlist, as soon ns possible, out of 
those already marched as aforesaid, two whole Companies, 
ta join the said Regiment ; whose advance wages and boun- 
ty, including what they have already reccived from General 
Schuyler, shall bo made equal in every respect to those 
who now inlist, according to tho terms proposed by the 
honourable Continental Congress ; and that six Companies 
only be now raised for the said Regiment, until this Court 
atall Le informed of the success of raising tho suid two 
Companies out of those now in Canada, us aforesaid. 

Ordered, That Brigadier Thompson get tho foregoing 
printed. 

Ordered, That Mr, Speaker and Major Lawley, with such 
as the honourable Board shall join, be a Committee to wait 
on his Excellency Genoral /Vashington, to inform him that 
this Court is about to rise, and to know if ho has any ap- 
plication to make (o the Court. 

The Committee appointed to examine the Money brought 
from Philadelphia by Mr, Fossencen, roported verbally ; 

That thoy had examined the same, and found it agree- 
ablo to the invoice; that they had deposited it in tho pub- 
lick Treasury, and had token tho ‘Treasurer's recoipt there- 
for, which they bad lodged in the Seeretary’s Oflice. 

The House made choice of Samuel Larnden, Msq., 03 
Brigadier for the County of Lincoln, in the room of Ar- 
thur Noble, Esquire, who has been non-coneurred by the 
Council. 

Tho Uouse made choice of Oliver Prescott, Ksq., as a 
Brigadier for the County of Aliddlesex, in the room of John 
Cunmings, Iésq., non-concurred by the Council. 

Tho Committee appointed to consider the necossity of 
raising a Company of Matrosses to defend the Fortress 
erected at Marblehead, reported. Read, and xecopted. 


Whereas, it appears to be of great importance to the 
anfety nnd wollure of thig Colony, that the Harbour of Mar 
Ulehead be effectually secured against tho attacks of our 
enemies: And whoreus, tho inhabitants of that town have 
at A very great expense, orected Batteries, wherein twenty 
pieces of Cannon are mounted, and it being absolutely 
necessary for a successful dofence, that there should bea 
number of mon, woll acquainted with tho management of 
Cannon, appaitited to said Batteries: 

Thorofore, Resolved, That a Company of Matrosses, 
consisting of thirty-eight men, exclusive of officers, be iin- 
mediately raised for the purpose aforesaid, and that 2 Cap- 
tain and two Lioutonants be chosen for said Company, their 
pay to bo tho samo with ofticers of the like rank on tho 


"Bea-Const ostablishment; and the Commanding Officer of 


the two Companies of Sea-Coast men stationed at Mar- 
dlehead, is hereby directed and empowered to draft twen- 
ty-five men from each of said Companies to be joined to 
said Company of Matrosses, which will then consist of one 
hundred men, officers included. 


Afternoon. 


« A Petition of Stephen Sith, of Machias, praying allow- 
ance for the oxpense he was at in supporting a number of 
“Indians of the St, John’s and Passamaquoddy Tribes, who 
satnesto Machias in December last, to agree upon some 
methods, (ov éstiblishing trade, and to promote a union be- 
tween said Tribes and this Colony. Read, and committed 
to the Conimittee appointed to consider the Report of a 
Committeo relative to tho Indians, &e. 

Whereas, the Committee on Accounts, tho Committee 
for Signing, &c,, the Bills emitted by order of this Court, 
the Committee on Clothing, and the Committees on‘the 
Mister-Rolls of the Army antl Militia, have in their Me- 
indrial represented, that in order to their discharging the 
duties required of them, most o their tine has been em- 
ployed, they having been deprived the please and benefit 
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of the publick debates, have been in a great measure pre~ 
vented doing their duty to their particular constituents, by 
which they have been not a Jidle injured, and praying that 
for part of their services they may be paid out of the pub- 
lick 'Lreasury of this Colony. 

Therefore, Resolved, ‘Chat the above Committee be paid 
for their respective services, one half out of the publick 
Treasury of this Colony, and the Committee on feos 
are hereby directed to pay the same accordingly, and fhe 
other balf to be mate up in the Pay-Roll of the House of 
Representatives. 

The Committee on tho state of the Ordnance, &e., at 
Falmouth, reported. Read, and accepted. 

Whereas, it appears from a state of the Ordnance Stores 
and Ammunition, for Small-Arms, at Jalmouth, in the 
County of Cumberland, exhibited to this Court, that most 
of the Cannon there are unfit for use, and that the quan- 
tity of Shot, Powder and Flints, is very small. And as it 
is necessary for (he ganeral safety of the Province, and of 
that part of it in purticular, that a suyeply of theso articles 
should be immediately procured: 

Therefore, Resolved, ‘That tho Commissary-General of 
this Colony be, and hereby is empowered and directed to 
procure, as soon as possible, at tho expense of this Colony, 
ten good Cannon, as follows, viz: three twelve-pounders, 
three nine-pounders, and four six-pounders, together with 
ono hundred round-shot for each Cannon, suitable for the 
same; also nine haudred weight of Powder, and one thou- 
sand tints, 

‘he House then adjourned ull ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. nae 

Monday, Fobruary 12, 1778, 

Mr, Speaker communivated to tho House a Letter from 
his Excellency General Washington, roprosenting that the 
Army is in want of Firo-Arms, and proposing that the 

Jourt would depute soma of its Members to make appli- 
cation to the different Lowns fora quantity thereof, 

Read, and committed to Colonel Orne and Mr. Cush- 
ing, with such as the honourable Board may join. 

Tho Rasolvo appointing Mr. Isaac Lothrop to prasent 
the stato of disbursements of this es &o., to the Con- 
tinontal Congress, was read, and Mr. Isaae Lothrop hay- 
ing declined accepting that trust, his name was erased, and 
that of Mr, Joseph Lendersort, who was appointed by the 
House in the room of Mr, Juothrop, on the first of Febru. 
ary current, was inserted instead thereof, 

Resolved, Vit Mr, ZZenderson bo allowed for such sor- 
vieo the sum of thirty-five Pounds, provided he is not 
obliged to tarry at PAiladelphia longer than one fortnight, 
in which cage he js to have a further allowance, as this 
Court shall judgo reasonable, and that Colonel Orne bring 
ina Resolve expressive of this agreament, 


dad Laylor, Bsquire, brought down the following Vote 
of Council, via: 

In Council, Iebruary 12,1776; Ordered, That John 
Winthrop, Msquire, with such as the honourable House 
shall join, be a Committee to prepare a Proclamation for 
a General Fast throughout this Colony. 

Read, and concurred, and Major Lawley and Mr. Efop- 
Ieins ova joined, 

A Petition of LTannah Goldthwait, late of Boston, set- 
ting forth, that she is in low and declining ciraumstances, 
and praying the Court to order a sum of money to be paid 
to her which was taken by order of Court from Mr. White, 
of Marblehead, who brought the same out of Boston, from 
her husband forher. — - 

Rend, and committed to Mr. Dia, 
Hobart. ; 

‘Ihe Committee to whom was reforred the consideration 
of the Patition of a number of the inhabitants of the County 
of Lincoln, reported, that they are of opinion, that it is of 
great importance that the S¢. John’s and Passamaquoddy 
Jndians should bo furnished by this Colony with, ammuni- 
tion and sueh articles as are necessary, for tham, and that 
they may not be obliyed to seek su flict alsowhere ; and, 
therefore, report the following Resolves, viz: 

Resolved, That a Truckmaster be appointed by this 
Court to reside at Machias, and that the sun of four hune 
dred Pounds be paid out of the publick Treasury orth 
« es 
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Colony to snid Lrackmaster, to enuble him to procure such 
Announition, and other articles of goods, as may be neces- 
sary to supply the said Jadians with, and that he set the 
article he shall supply them with at n modomte advance, 
and (ako in return therefor choir fars and other things they 
may procure in hunting, he, the said ‘Pruckmaster to be 
“accountable to this Caurt for the said money, and his con- 
uct in this affair, 

And tt is further Resolved, That John Steele he desired 
to repair to Machias, as soon as may be, and there act as 
Armourer in repairing the said Indians’ guns, and such 
others as may be sent him by order of this Court, and that 
for his service and the use of his tools, there be allowed and 
paid to hiv after the rate of four Pounds per month, to com- 
mence from the time of his setting off fom Newburyport, 
till the further order of this Court, 

And that the said ‘Pruckmaster furnish the said Ar- 
mourer with stock to proceed in his business, and receive 
from the Jndians, and others, such pay on account of this 
Colony as shall be reasonable for the stock and work dono, 


The House made choice of Jonathan Marner, Esquire, 
as a Brigadier for the County of Morcester, in the room of 
Brigadier /Vhetcomb, who declines accepting that appoint- 
ment. 


ARernoan, 

The Petition of Doctor James Pecker, read, and com- 
mitted to the Committee on Accounts. 

Tho Committee on the Petition of Hannah Qoldihwait 
reported, that they found the feet set fort in suid Petition 
true, and that the sum taken into custody by order of this 
Court was sixty Pounds, 

Whereupon, Resolved, That the said sum of sixty Pounds 
be granted and paid out of the publick Treasury, to her, or 
her order, for tha purpose mentioned in suid Petition. 

Colonel Orne, agreeable to order, reported, Read, and 
accepted. 

hereas, Mr, Joseph Henderson is, by this Court, ap- 

ointed to carry, exhibit, and adjust the Accounts of this 

Jolony with the honourable Continental Congress at Phi- 
ladelphia: 

Therefore, Resolved, That there shall be paid out of the 
publick Treasury of this Colony, to the said-Joseph Len- 
derson, for his time and expenses on said journey to and 
from Philadelphia, for the mbove purposes, the sum of 
thirty-five Pounds ; and should the said Joseph Henderson 
be detained longer at Philadelphia than fourteen days on 
said service, he shall in that case receive a further compen- 
sation for his services, 

Sanuel Holten, Eesq., brought down the Report of the 
Comittee of both Houses on the Letter of his Excallency 
Genoral MVashington, this day received, Read, and ac- 
cepted, 

Resolved, That a Committe he appointed in the several 
Countios of Suffolk, Essew, Middlesex, Lampshire, Wor- 
cester, Plymouth, Bristol, and Yori, to purebase, as carly 
ag possible, in the recess of this Court, all the good and ef 
fective Fire-Arms which ave to be obtnined in the sevoral 
towns in the Counties aforesaid, on the best terms they 
may be had, and forward them without delay to his Exeel- 
Jency General Washington, or his order. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to his Excellency 
to deliver to the Chairman of each Committee for the se- 
vernal Courtties aforesaid, such sum, or sums, of money as 
may be sufficient to enable them to execute their commis- 
sion with ease and despatch ; they to be accountable to his 
Excellency for the game. 

The House assigned cleven o'clock, to-morraw, A, M., 
for the choice of a Committee for the purposes expressed 
in the foregoing Resolves, 

.. The Committee appointed to consider tho Account of 
Captain Jeremiah Obrien, reported : 
hat by examining. said Obrien’s Account, they find 
the whole of the provision, &c., for biJleting the men un- 
der his edlymand, ampunts to no more than five Shillings 
and six Pence per week each, and as said Captain Obrien 
has no other vouchers, the Committee are of opinion that 
his Account is just; said Account being threa hundred and 
seventy-one Pounds, and the Account for cordage, tallow, 
iron, &c., belonging to the vessels, by said Obrien’s ac- 
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count, is the further sum of one hundred and twenty-five 
Pounds five Shillings, which sums amount to four hundred 
and ninety-six Pounds five Shillings, out of which sum he, 
the suid Obrien, bas received the sum of one hundred and 
sixty Pounds, which leaves the sum of three hundred and 
thirty-six Pounds five Shillings, The said Committes, 
therefore, report the following Resolve, viz, Read, and 
accepted. 

Resolved, That there bo paid out of the publick Treasury 
of this Colony, to the suid Captain Jeremiah Obrien, the 
sum of three hundred and thirty-six Pounds five Shillings, 
in full discharge of said Accounts. 

Further Resolved, That there be paid outof the publick 
Treasury of this Colony, to Captain Jeremiah Obrien, his 
Officers and Seamen, under his command, since the Qist 
day of August, 1775, on board the Sloop Machias- Liberty, 
and the Schooner Diligent, the sum of eight hundred and 
four Pounds four Shillings and two Pence, in full discharge 
for their sorvices on board said Vessels, until the first day 
of Webruary, 1776. 

The Committee on the Memorial of Benjanin Foster, 
and James Noble Shammon, reported, Read, and not ac- 
cepted, and they bad leave to withdraw their Memoria}, 

Benjamin White, Esq., brought down the Resolve of the 
House of tho 8th current, limiting the time for receiving 
Accounts for lusses on Bunker-Hill, &0., with the follow- 
ing Vote of Council thereon, viz; 

Tn Council, February 12, 1776: Read, and concurred, 
as taken into a new draft, via: 

Whereas, by a Resalve of the General Court, passed 
the 19th of December last, all Officers and Soldiers who 
wera, on the 19th of Aprif and 17th of June fast past, ens 
gagad in battle with the Ministerial troops, and suffered loss 
of Clothing, Arms, and Accoutrements, should, upon appli- 
cation made to the General Court, with sufficient evidonea 
of their having sustaiaed such loss, be compensated: And 
whereas, (A) by delaying to exhibit said Accounts, (3) 
the persons who suffered those losses muy be deprived of 
the evidence necessary for them to produce in order to their 
heing compensated: (C.) 

Resolved, That all Ofticers and Soldiers who sustained 
any loss of Clothing, lire-Arms, Ammunition, &c., by being 
engaged in battle with the Ministerial oops on the 19th 
April and 17th of June last, ave hereby notified, that unless 
they shall exhibit a particular account of their losses to this 
Court, on or before the second Lhesday of the next sitting 
of the same, they will be deprived of the benefit of compon- 
sation; and that this Resolve be priuted in the Watertown 
and Cambridge Newspapers, three weeks successively. 

Read, and concurred, with the amendment at A, B, and 
C, via: AtA, dele “by ” and insert “the,” and dele from 
B to C, and insert “ may give occasion to fraud and impo- 
sitions,” 

The House then adjourned till ten o’clock, to-morrow 
morning. 


Eueulay, Vobruary 18, 1776, 

Ordered, That Mr. Story procure and forward to the 
Members of the Continental Congress, who represented 
this Colony, the Journals of this House, and Acts of the 
Court, 

Tedediah Foster, Esq., brought down a Bill entitled “An 
Act {o carry into execution a Resolve of the American 
Congress, for ascertaining the number of Inhabitants in 
ahis Colony.” 

Read a first time, and ordered to be read again at 
o'clock, in the afternoon. 

Also the following Resolve, via: 

In Council, February 12, 1776; Whereas, it has been 
found necessary to deposite in the hands of Committees 
large sums of money, for defraying the charges incurred in 


four 
* 


the present unbappy contest, and a balance is often Jeft in ” 


the hands of such Committees, which sums, though’ thay 
may be paid into the Treasury of this Colony, and:ate- 
ceipt given by the Treasurer for the same, ie unless the 
Treasurer should credit the Colony for sich sums, a loss 
may happen by such receipts being mislaid or forgotten, 

Therefore, Resolved, Thot all sych receipts be lodged 
with the Secretary, who, upon his receiving the sams, 
shall immediately enter all.such sums in a book, to be by 

* 
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him kept for that purpose, to be produced when there 
shall be an adjustment of the Treasuret’s Accounts, And 
all Committees who shall be hereafter trusted with sums 

- of publick moneys, shall not be considered as discharged 
of such balance in their hands, until they shall lodge the 
Treasurer's receipts in the Secretary’s hands, for the pur- 
pose aforesaid. 

Read, and concurred, 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down a Resolve for encou- 
raging the building of Powder-Mills. 

Read, and non-concurred. 

Ordered, That Major Hawley, Mr. Cushing, and Mr. 
Brown, of Boston, be a Commitice to bring ina Resolve 
to eticourage the building of Powder-Mills. 

Whereas, it appears to this Court that it will be greatly 
conducive to the safety and welfare of this and the other 
Colonies, at a time of common dauger, that « Committee 
be chosen in each town, and one only, for the special Lusi- 
ness of attending to the political and general interests of the 
Colonies, while the attention of the other Officers are em- 
ployed about the particular concerns of their respective 
towns; in order to this, and to prevent the confusion and 
mischiefs which may arise by the multiplying of Commit 
tees diversely denominated, for purposes nearly the same : 

Resolved, That tho several ‘owns in this Colony be, 
and hereby are directed and empowered at their Annual 
Town-Meetings in March, to choose by written yotes of 
such as aro qualified by law to vote for Representatives, or 
ju town affairs, such a number of the Freeholders, inhabi- 
tants of said towns, respectively, ag they shall think proper, 
whose prbeiples are known to bo friendly to the rights and 
liberties of America, to serve as a Committee of Corre. 
spondence, Inspection, and Safety, for the year then next 
enstting; and any or either of them for unfaithfulness in 
‘thoir office (o remove, and others choose in their room, at 
any other Town-Mecting legally assvmbled for that pur- 
pose; whoso business shall bo to communicato with du- 
spatch any matters of importance to the publick, that inay 
come to their knowledgo, to the Committees of the samo 
denomination of any other Lown, County, or Colony, which 
it may particularly concern, or to the General Assembly of 
this Colony, or, in their recess, to the Council ; and also to 
inspect whether thore aro any inhabitants of, or residents in 
their respective towns, who violato tho Association of tho 
Continental Congress, or any other the resolves, dirce- 
tions, or recommendations of suid Congress, or Acts or Re- 
solvas of tho General Court and preceding Congresses of 
this Colony, respecting the presont struggle with Great 
Britain; and if avy such bo found, that they proceed with 
thom in such manner as the Resolves of the Continental 
Con gross, of the Laws or Resol vos of this Colony do or shall 

“directs "Phat thay make known to the General Court, or 
to tie Council, all gross hreaches of trust in any Officers, 
or Bervants of this Colony, that may come under their ob- 
servation, that they uso thei utmost influence to promote 
peace and harmony in their respective lowns ; 05, also, faith 

«fully to execute any Orders or Resolves of this Court which 
may be to them directed, from time to time, during their 
continuance in office. 

And in ordar to enable said Committee to proceed in a 

“uniform and judicious discharge of the duty assigned them : 

It Is further Resolved, That said Committee be duly fur- 
nished with all the Resolves of the Continental Congress, 
which have been or may herenfier be published, that has 
any relation to their office; and that Captain Brown, of 
Watertown, be a Committee during the recess of this Court, 

" toprocure and cause the same to be printed and sent to 
the Town-Clerks of the several towns in this Colony, for 
‘the “use and inspection of said Committees, &c., and also 
this Resolve in handbills, immediately, and sont to the 
several towbs in this Colony, 

Mr, Speaker cammuninated to the House a Letter from 
St, Lustatia, signed Yankoo, dated December 14th, enclos- 
ing a number of Newspapers, Read, and sent up, 4 


Afternoon, 
Resolved, That the Receiver-Genoral of this Colony 
"be, and hereby is empowered and diyéeted to make use of 
the Continental Money now in the Treasury, transmitted 
te this Colony by the honourable Continental Congress, as 
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well as the Bills emitted by this Colony, for discharging all 
Warrants drawn upon by tha Council of this Colony. 
The Commissary-General having informed the [House 
that it was the opinion of Mr. Burbeck, Mngineer, thot it 
would be best that tho Field-Pieces whieh the said Com- 
missary was directed (o procure for the use of this Colony, 
be all three-pounders, 
Ordered, Uhat this matter be committed to Mr, J, 
vans and Colonel Orne, with such as the honourable Board 
may join, to consider thereon, and report. 
The Committee on the Petition of Semuc? Jackson, of 
Plymouth, reported. Read, and the Petitioner had leave 
to withdiaw it and his Petition. 
Benjamin White, sq. brought down a Letter fiom 
Colonel Otis, of Barustable, in the County of Barnstable, 
relative to raising men in that County and the County of 
Plymouth, Read, and concurred to hies 
Tho House proceeded to the choice of Committees to 
purchase Fire-Arms in the recess of the Court, agreeable 
to a Resolve of yesterday, vias 
For the County of Sufolle: Captain Ellis, Mr. Witherton, 
Colonel Thayer, and My, Metaalf, 

For the County of Esse: Mr. dewett, Captain Epes, Mr. 
Ingalls, and Mr. Johnson, of Lynn. 

For the County of Middlesea: Colonel Barret, Mv. Stick 
ney, Colonel Perry, Mr. Bryant, 

For the County of Lampshire: Captain Goodman, Mv 
Cranson, Colonel Field, Mujor hy ytnd Major Bliss. 

For the County of Torcester s Mv, Singletary, Capmin Pars 
ker, Captain Moore, Mr, Stone, and Colonel Grout, 

For the County of Plymouth : Colonel Mitchell, Major 
Cushing, Major White, and My, Partridge, 

For the County of ristod : Colonel Willinns, Mr, Uatha- 
way, Captain Tobey, and Mr, Starkweather. 

Vor tho County of Yorke: Mr, Hovey, Captain Bragdon, 
and Major Goodwin. 

A Petition of Abijah Moore, of Putney, in the Province 
of New-York, praying the Court to take under considera- 
tion x Roll exhibited with said Petition, of a number of 
mon who marched to Cambridge soon after tho 19th day of 
Apri} last. Read, and roferred to the next session, Re- 
considered, find committed to the Committee on the Mug- 
ter-Rolls of the Minute-Men and Militia, 

Ordered, That a message be sent to tho honourable 
Board, to desire them to send down the Resolve of Con- 
gress for numbering tho Inhubitants, 

Moses Gill, Vesq., brought tho same down accordingly. 

On tho Account of Lydia Hebb, for sundries lost by her 
Into husband on tho 19th of Apri? last : 

Resolved, ‘That there be paid out of the publick Trea 
sury, to the Heirs of Jotham Webb, the sum of three 
Pounds fourteen Shillings and four Pence, in full of sald 
Account. 

The Bill, insituled, “ An Act to carry into execution a 
Resolve of the American Congress for ascertaining the 
number of Inhabitants in the Colony.” Read a second 
timo, and committed to Major Lawley, Captain Stone, and 
Doctor Rice, 

The House gave Mr. Speaker leave of absence afer 
to-morrow noon. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to know if they have passed on the choice of" a Brigadier 
for the County of Worcester, 

Accordingly, Moses Gill, Eisq., came down, and in- 
formed the House that the honourable Board had concur- 
red the same. 

Tha Committee appointed to bring in a Resalve to on- 
courage the building of Powder-Mills, roported, Read, 
aid accepted, 

Whereas, the invention and industry of the inhabitants 
of this Colony have been excitod by tho barbarous policy 
of Britain, and by the encouragement given by the Gene- 
yal Court to seek internal resources of warlike Stores, and 
have been so far succeeded that much’ greater quantities of 
that capital article, Saltpetre, has, and. probably will be 
made here, than the Powder-Mills now érecting at Stough- 
ton and Andover will be ablé to manufacture into Gun- 


powders And whereas, experience, and the -present appa~ 


be *” 


1419 


ront designs of Adiinistration, stvongly dictate the neces- 
sity of guarding against the want of that important article, 
which Wwe presume may bo done by encouraging indivi- 
duals to erect Powder-Mills: 
a therefore, Resolved, That a bounty, or premium, of 
filty Pounds, shall bo paid auc of the ‘Treasury of this Co- 
Nony, to the peison, or porsons, who shall, at his or their 
“ayvn expense, ereet the first Powder-Mill in this Colony, 
oftver than the aforementioned, capable of manufacturing at 
least fifty pounds weight of Powder. per day, aud shall 
make and manufacture therein ten hundred pounds weight 
of good and merchantable Gunpowder, to be judged and 
approved of by a Commitiee to be appointed by this 
Court. Also, that a bounty, or premium, of thirty Pounds, 
shall be paid out of the ‘I'veasury of this Colony, to the 
persdn, or persons, who shall, in like manner, erect a se- 
cond Powder-Mill, (other than those mentioned in tho 
Preamble,) and make and manufacture therein ten hundred 
pounds weight of good, merchantable Gunpowder, to be 
Judged of and approved as aforesaid: Provided, always, 
Tut the said Mills shall bo erected, and the Powder ma- 
nufactured therein within six months from the 15th day of 
February, curront; and that the said Mills shall be erected 
within such Towns or Plantations as the General Court of 
this Colony shall license, or, in the recess of the same, as 
shall be licensed by the Council, and in such part or parts 
of such licensed tawn, as shall be approved by the major 
part of the Selectinen thereof, 
The ouse then adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow 
morning, 


Wornesday, Fobruary 14,1776, 
Resolved, That Richard Devans, Esq., Commissary- 


General of this Colony, ba, and hereby is added to the. 


Committee to examine, receive, purchase, and pay for 
Saltpetre, 

An engrossed Bill, for encouraging the Gxing out of 
Armed Vessels to defend the Sea-Coasts of America, and 
for erecting a Court to try and condemn all Vessels that 
shall be found infesting the same. 

Read, and Resolved, That it pass to be enacted. 

Qn one of the Petitions of Colonel Cargill, read Febru- 
ary Oh: 

‘Resolved, That he be allowed to detain the Schooner 
therein mentioned till further, orders of this Court, and be 
accountable for her earnings when required. 

A Petition of a nufber of Inhabitants of the Eastern 
part of the County of Lincoln, carnestly praying the Court 
to consider the situation of that part of the Colony, and to 
grant them some protection, Head, and committed (to- 
gether with the last part of the Report of the Committee of 
bath Houses on the conduct of Colonel Cargill) to My. 
Davis, Colonel Thompson, and Colonel Thurston. 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury 
of this Colony, to the Committee of this Court appointed 
to procure Wood for the Continental Army, the sum of one 
thousand Pounds, to enable them to perform that service, 
they to be accountable to this Court for the same. 


Resolved, That there he allowed and paid out of the 
publick Treasury of this Colony, to Thomas Crafts, Esq,, 
Captain Edward Procter, and Messrs. Daniel Sigourney 
and Winthrop Gray, (or any two of them,) a Conmittee 
of this Court to receive the Inhabitants of Boston at Chel- 
sea, and prevent the spreading of them Sall-Pox, the sum 
of three hundred Pounds, further to enable them to defray 
ile expense which has arisen, or may arise by supporting 
said inhabitants, until they can be removed to other towns 
with safety:to the country, they to be accountable to this 
Court for the same, 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to know if they have passed upon the Resolve of the House 
for appointing a Truckmaster at Machtas. 

‘John Taylo#, Esq., came down, and informed the House 
that the honourable Board had concurred the same. 

Ordered, That.a messagé go to the honourable Board, 
to inform ther that the House propose, at twelve o'clock, 
this day, to come to the choice ofa Truckmaster, to reside 
at Machias, by joiat ballot with the Board. 

Walter Spooner, Esquire, came down and informed the 


£ 
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House that (he honourable Board agreed to come to the 
choice of a Truckmaster, to reside at Machias, agreeable 
to the proposal of the House, 

Ordered, That 9 message go to the honourable Board, 
to inform thom that this Louse is ready to proceed to the, 
choice of a Truckmaster for Machtas.” Then, : 

Ordered, That Deacon Stickney, Captain Mose, and 
Colonel Spaulding, be a Committee to count and sort the 
votes, 

Thomas Cushing, Esquire, came down and informed the 
House that the Board were ready to proceed {o the choice 
ofa Truckmaster for Machias. 

The Committee, having carried up the votes, reported 
that Mr, Stephen Smith was unanimously chosen. 

The Committee on the Resolve of Congress reported a 
Resolve for collecting Silver and Gold, Read, and Com- 
mittees being appointed for that purpose, agreeable thereto, 
the Report was recommitted to Mr. Story, to be drawn 
into a Resolve, 


Ordered, That Colonel Orne bring in a Form of an In- 
listment, to be signed by the Company of Matrosses to ba 
raised for Marblehead, 

The Tlouse made choice of Field-Ofticers for the First 
Regiment of Militia for the County of Essex, 


Aftornoon, 


A Pay-Roll of the Company which marched thirty-six 
miles from Stockbridge and West-Stockbridge, May 10, 
1775, under the command of Captain Abraham Brown, 
for the reduction of Ticonderoga, at the request of Colonel 
Benedict Arnold, &c. Read, and committed to the Com 
mittee on the Rolls of the Militia and Minute-Men, 


Resolved, That Colonel Orne be, and he hereby is ap- 
pointed fo raise, ns soon as may be, and muster, a Com 
pany of Matrosses, to be stationed in the Town of Marble- 
head, agreeable to a Resolve of this Court, passed the 
House of Representatives the 10th instant; und that the 
following be a Form of {nlistment for the said Company of 
Matrosses : : 

“We, the subscribers, do hereby engage and inlist our- 
selves, ns Matrosses, in the service of the Massachusetts 
Colony, for the defence and protection of the Sea-Coasts 
in said Colony, from tha day of our inlistment to the last 
day of December, 1776, on the establishment for that pur- 
pose made, unless the said service shall admit of a discharge 
of a part, or the whole, sooner, which is to be determined 
by the General Court of said Colony ; and we do hereby 
oblige ourselves to subinit to all the orders and regulations 
of the Army, and faithfully to observe and obey all such 
orders as we shall, from time to time, receive from our su- 
perior officers.” 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to desire them to send down Captain Obrien's Muster- 
Roll, if they have not passed upon it. 

Jedediah Foster, Esquive, brought it down accordingly, 
and i¢ was recommitted to Captain £pes, Captain Hathd- 
way, and Captain Partridge. ’ 

Mr. Story, agreeable to order, reported. Read and no- 
cepted, 

Whereas, the honourable the Continental Congress have 
desired this Court to make application to the several towns 
in this Colony, to know what quantity of Silver and Gold 
can be procured in exchange for the Continental Bills, as 
athat sort of money is greatly wanted, to support that part 
of the Army gone against Quebeck : 

Therefore, Resolved, That the persons hereafter named, 
in ench County of this Colony, be a Committee to make 
inquiry, what money, in Silver and Gold, can be procured 
in exchange for Continental Bills; and the same Commit- 
tee are required to obtain subscription, in their several 
Counties, of all persons that are willing, in this time of dane» 
ger and distress, to exchange hard money for snid Bills, 
and that each person set down, against his name, the 
amount of such sum as he is ready to exchange; and that 
the said Committee make report of their doings therein on 
the second day of the next sitting of this Court ; and, that 
Mr. Perry, Colonel Lovell, and Colonel Davis, for the 
County of Suffolle ; Colonel Orne, Major Cross, Mr. Hop- 
Kins, and Mr, Phillips, for the County of Essen; Mr, 
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Hall, Colonel Barret, and Mv. Hobart, for the County of 
Middlesea ; Major Lawley, Major Jely, Coloaol Bliss, aud 
Captain Goodman, (A,) for the County of Hampshire ; 
Mr, Cushing, Mr, Turner, and Waiee IPhite, for the Coun- 
ty of Plymouth ; Colonel Otis and Colonel Doan, for the 
County of Barnstable ; My. Durfee, Colonel Bowers, Col- 
onel Godfrey, and Colonel Carpenter, for the County of 
Bristol ; Captain Parker, Esquire Caldwell, Deacon Raw- 
son, Mr, Singletary, My. Baneraft, aud My, Fheeler, for 
the County of Forester; Deacon Curtis, Doctor IVhiting, 
and Mr. Dickenson, for the County of Berkshire ; Captain 
Bragdon, Weacon Hovey, and Colonel Sayer, for the 
County of York; Mr. freeman, Brigadier Thompson, and 
Mr. Babyan, for the County of Cumberland; Mi. Rice, 
Captain Howard, Major Sezall, and Captain Jones, for 
the County of Lincoln; Colonel Norton, for tho County 
of Didces- County; and Mv. Stephen Hussey, for the Coun- 
ty of Nantucket, bo a Committee for the purposes above 
said; and that Esquiie Davis give notice to Mr, Llussey 
of his being appointed for the purpose aforesaid, 


Tho Committee to whom was committed the Report of 
a Committee of both Houses, relative to the defence of 
Dartmowh arbour, roported. Read, and recommitted 5 
and the Committee were directed to make an estimate, &e, 


John Taylor, Usquire, brought dowa the Roport of a 
Committee of both Tiausis; appointed to inquire aller vir- 
gin Lendl. 

‘Tho Committee appointed to appraise a number of Fire. 
Arnis, the property of this Colony, in tho possession of 
Colonel Parsons, reported, that they have appraised the 
samo al foity-oight Shillings cach, amounting, in the whole, 
to ono bundred and cighty-nine Pounds tvelyo Shillings, 


aad delivered them to General Mashington; that they * 


haya received tho money for the samo, and paid it into 
the hands of the ‘Treaswer of this Colony, and taken his 
receipt therefor, which thoy havo lodged in the Secretury’s 
Office, 

Wherens, the Honourable Joseph Irye, squire, who 
has been appointed by this Court ta che command al’ tha 
forces stationed at Lamont, in the County of Cumberland, 
is appointed Brigadier-Gonoral in the Continental Army, 
and ns it may bo necessary, in case of his accepting the 
said trust, to hava some other porson appointed to the 
commant at Ledmonth, before the next sitting of this Court : 

Theroforo, Resolved, ‘Vat the Council be, and heieby 
are ompowered to appoint some peison to such command 
at Falmouth, on their being certified, in the recess of the 
Cout, that the said Joseph lrye, squire, has accopted 
the appointment of tho office of Brigndier-General, as 
Morosnid. 

A now draft of a Bill, entitled “An Act for tho carry- 
ing into oxecution n Resolve af the American Congress 
for ascertaining the number of Inhabitants in this Colony.” 
Read a first and second time, and ordered to bo read again 
to-morrow, nine o'clock, A. M, 

Ordered, That Mr. Perry procure a transcript of tho 
Resolve of Congress recommending the soveral Provincial 
Assemblies to assist the General in procuring Fire-Arms, 
printed, one for ench of the Committees who are appointed 
.to plocure them. 

Whereas, sundry persons of this Colony have joined our 
unnatural enemies, who are, in a hostile manner, enden- 
vouring to onslave the United Colonies, and others have 
absconded, and removed themselves out of this Colonys 
with intent either to sid the despotick measures of our ene- 
migs, or lo escape the trouble and expense of a manly op- 
“pdiition to our wicked adversaries; and divers of both sorts 
hove left estates, cither real or personal, much of which 
has beon already wasted, and more jg liable to waste; and 
as some of said persons have, by various arts, obtained tho 
rents of such duserted estates, and such personal astates, 
also, or the proceeds thereof’: 

Therolore, Resolved, That tho Selectmen and the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence (if any such) of any town in this 
Colony, where, in their opinion, there is any such real ot 
porsonal estate as aforesaid, shall, and they hare are em~ 
powered and directed, until the further order of this Court, 
agoording to their best discretion and judgment, to take 
pabsession of, and so to oder and lease such veal estate, ns 
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that waste may be prevented, ns much as possible, for the 
future; and, also, to tnke possession of, and so to ordorand 
dispose of such personal estate, as that the saine may not 
be embezzled or wasted; and, also, in such manner as that 
no part ol such ostates, or of the profits arising thereltom, 
should get into the hunds, or any way benefit such poisons, 
who have (or shall have) joined our onemies, or absconde 
as aforesaid ; any former Order or Resolve of the Congrgs# 
of this Colony, or of our Genoral Court to tho contrary ffot- 
withstanding, And such Selectmen and Committoos of 
Correspondence (if any such) shall keep fair and fall nc~ 
counts of all thei proceedings and doings in the premisos, 
and shall render such accounts to this Court, when there- 
unto required, and unto whom they shall be necountable: 
Provided, always, That nothing in the foregoing Resolve 
shall bo construed to extend to such estates as aforesaid, 
whether real or personal, os avo now held and possessed 
by any person friendly to this Colony, by virtue of any 
written conveyance, or agreement, bearing date, and aetue 
ally executed, on or before the 22d dgy of Alay, L175, 

The House then adjourned to nine o'alock, to-morrow 
morning. pee 

Shoratay, Pobruary 15, 1776, 

On tho Muster-Roll of Captain Jeremiah Obrien, 

Resolved, That there be allowed, and paid out of the 
publick Lrensury of this Colony, to Captain Jeremiah 
Obrien, his Officers and Seamen, ander his command, or 
their order, tha several sums sot against their respective 
names in the first Mustor-Roll, amounting, in the whole, 
to the sum of seven hundred and sixty-three Pounds six 
Shillings and a Penny, in full discharge for services on 
hoard said yessels to the Ist day af Jeebruary current, 

John Whetcomb, Esquire, brought down tho Report of 
a Committee appointed to consider whather the Wield+ 
Pivces which the Commissary-General of this Colony was 
to procure, should all be three-pounders, or not, with the 
following Vote of Council thereon, via: 

In Council, february 15, (776+ Rend, and necepted, 

Read, and concurred, as takon into a new draft, vie: 

Resolved, ‘Nbat the Commissary-Goneral of this Colony: 
he, and horeby is diveated (a procure, for the use of the 
Colony, twenty Field-Pieces, of thiee-pounders each, in- 
stead of tho iwenty of several sizes, which, by a former 
Resolve of this Court, he was directed to procure, an 
thing in said Resolve to the dontvary notwithstanding ; and, 
also, that said Commissary do ndyiso with Colonel Bur. 
beck, the Enginecr, respecting said Pieces, 

Jedediah Foster, Esq., brought down tho Resolve of 
this House appointing Committees to collect Silver and 
Gold, with tho following Vote of Council thorcon, viz: 

In Council, February 15, 1776; Read, and concurred, 
with the wnendment at A, vias At Andd * Colonel eld." 

Read, and concurred, 

Ordered, ‘Vbat Mr. Perry gat the Resolve of this Court 
for collecting hard Money printed; and, nlso, the Resolve 
of Congross in that respect. ‘Tho number printed to be 
ono hundred. 

Ordered, That the Committee, who prepared tho Bill 
for numbering the people, be a Committes to prepare a 
blank form of a List for each Committee-man appointed to 
this service, and report to the House; and that Colonel 
Orne be on said Committee, in the room of Captain Stone, 
absent, ’ 

The new draft of a Bill, entitled, “An Act for the carry- 
ing into execution a Resolve of the American Congress for 
ascertaining the numbor of Inhabitants in this Colony,” 
read a third time, and passed, to be chgrossed, 

It was Moved, That a Committee be appointed to bring 
in a Resolve for empowering the Council to appoint Milita 
Officers in the recess of the Court, in the room of any al 
ready appointed, who may refuse to uceept; and the ques 
tion being put, it passed in the nogative. , 

Resolved, That there bo stationed at Quoshnet Marbour, 
in Dartmouth, seventy-five Men, including Oficérs, ta con- 
sist of one Captain and two Licutenants, and that a proper 
proportion of said men aseshall be judged necessary ty the 
commanding officer, be of the train, and that ten pieces 
of Tron Ordnance be purchased for that parpgse,t con~ 
sist of four nine-pounders, and six six-pounders, with 4 
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suitable quantity of Powder and Shot, not less than fifty 
rounds for each pieee of Ordnance ; and that tho above 
atid men be inlisied by the Ist day of April next, and to 
continua in the service until the last day of December fol- 
Jowing, if the service should require, and to be upon the 
same establishment as other men on the Sea-Const service 5 

x Bnd that three hundred Pounds be deposited in the Lands 
eCihe Honourable (Valter Spooner, Msq., who is directed 
to Ty aut the same in the best manner ho can to procue 
Ordoance and Stores as above directed, and that he be ac- 
countable to this Court for the same, 


Aftornoon, 

Michael Hurley, Esq., brought down the new draft of a 
Bil for numbering the People, with the following Vote of 
Council thereon, vis 

Jn Council, February 15,1776; Read, and concurred, 
with the amendments at A and B, vizs At A insert on 
the 20th day of March aforesaid)? at B insert ‘ last ;” 
also, insert the Christian names of the Committce-men, 
where they are not already inserted, 

Read, and concurred, with the amendment at A and B, 
and non-concurred with the proposed amendment of insert- 
ing tho Christian names, &c., and the House proposed the 
following amendment in the Billat C, viz: insert “at their 
Annual Meeting in Maret.” 

Etdad Taylor, Esq. brought down a Letter from his 
Excellency Ganeral (Mashington, enclosing the following 
oxtyact of a Letter from Governour Tramdbull, vias Three 
thousand weight of Powder we conclude to order to Major 
Thompson, Agent for the Massachusetts Colony, on account 
of mony ho supplied to Mr, Shaw, the importer for that 
end, and you will consult him, or them, concerning the use 
of ity” and requesting that it may bo procured and sont to 
Hend-Quartors for the uso of the United Colonies, &o. 
Read, and thereupon the House passed the following Ro- 
solve, viz: 

On consideration of au application of his Msxcelleney 
General Washington, that threo thousand weight of Pow- 
der, tho property of this Colony, lately imported by Mr, 
Shaw, of Connecticut, may be lent, or sold to bin for tho 
use of tho United Colonics, on its arrival in this Colony, 
which application was made this day by a Leger addressed 
to the Honourable (Falter Spooner, Msq., the President of 
tho Council: ’ 

It is Resolved, That the honourable Couneil of this Co- 
Jony be, and horeby are*ompowered, in casa tho said Pow- 
dev shall arrive inthis Colony during the next recess of 
this Court, on consideration af the engagements of this 
Colony to particular towns for Powder lent to the Colony, 
as, algo, tho pressing exigencies of this Colony for that ar- 
tivla, to determine in behalf of this Court, whether Goneral 
Washington shall be supplied with tho said Powder, or 
any part thereof, or not, and to act thereon ns thoy shall 
judge most expedient, and conducive to the general sulety. 


A “ist of the Members of this House, with their travel 
and a(tendaneo, was read, and allowed by the House, 


Ordered, That Colonel Barret, Major BG, and Captain 
Brown, of Boston, be « Committee to bring in a Resolve 
directing tho Commissary-General to dispose of the Hire- 
Arms in his custody to bis Excellency General [ashing 
ton, who reported as follows: Read, and accepted, 

Resolved, Chat the Commissary-Genoral be, und he is 
hereby empowered and directed, to doliver ta bis Excel- 
loncy General Washington, ov his order, such Colony Firo- 
Arms as are in his keeping that are fit for service, he pay- 
ing the prica thoy shall be sot at, by 1 Commitice ta bo 
appointed by this Court to appraise the SAINO § and that 
Captain Brown, of Hatertown, Colonel Thatcher, and 
Major Fuller, be a Committee for that purposo, who are 
dirceted o keep an account of the number of the Guns so 
appraised, and the umount thereof, and to report the samo 
to this Court, + 

John Tuylor, Usq., brought down a Letter from James 
Laon, Chairman of the Committee of Machias, praying di- 
rections with respect to somo goods taken in the Schooner 
Diligent, with the following Vos of Council thereon, viz: 

TiQouncil, Vebruary 15, 1776+ Read, and committed 
to Bin Lincoln, Esq. with such ag the honourable 
House sliall join, 

% # 
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Rend, and conewred, and Colonel Lovell unt Colonel 
Bliss are joined, 


. John Taylor, Visq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee of both Houses on the Petition of Abijah Moore, 
read tho 13th current, viz: That the facts set forth in said 
Petition avo trae, and that the prayer of the Petitioner be 
gianted. Read, and accepted, 

The Committee on the Potition of Nathan Jones, va« 
ported. Read, and recommitted. 


The House then adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow 
maining. 


Friday, Fobrnary 16, 1776, 

Whereas, the Committeo for erecting a Powder-Mill at 
Stoughton, hus informed this Mouse that they meet with 
dificulty in procuring lodging for the workmen employed 
in building said Mill; and that there ae several Beds naw 
in the custody of the Selectmen and Committee of Cor- 
respondence of the Town of Milton, belonging to the late 
infimous Governow ITutchinson, which lay useless t 

Therefore, Resolved, 'Vhat the Scleetmen and Commit 
tee of Cotrespondence of Milton be, and hereby are di- 
rected to deliver three of said Beds to the Commitce of 
this Court for oreeting said Powder-Mill, to accommodate 
the workmen they have, or shall employ in said business, 
for tho space of two months from the date above; said 
Committee to return the Beds, and to account with the 
Solectmen and Committee of Correspondence of Ailton, 
for the use of the same. 

Ordered, "That Mr, Perry get the Resolve, appointing 
Committees to purchaso Guns, printed in handbills, vias 
fifly of them ; also, the Resolve empowering unincorpora- 
tud places to chonsa Connnittees of Correspondence, print- 
od, viz: cighty of them. 

Tho Louse taking into consideration tho disbursements, 
expenses, and time of service of the Honourable Lhomas 
Cushing, Ksq., 0 late membor of the Continental Congress 
on the part of this Colony: 

Thereupon, Aesolued, ‘That tho sum of one hundred and 
forty-six Pounds eight Shillings, be allowed, and paid to 
Thomas Cushing, Keg, for tho two hundred and forty-four 
days? attendanee on tho business of the Colony at the Con- 
tinental Congress Inst year—bis account of disbursements 
and exponses, for the Colony, to be considered as acted 
upon tho next session of tho Genoial Assembly. 

A Lotter fom Mv. Tilliam Cutter,* of North. Yarmouth, 
informing the ILouse thet he has, agreeablo to the direc 
tions of the Court, raised 2 Company of ninety men to join 
the Army before Boston ; and that said Company have 
made choice of their Ofticors named in said Letter. “Road, 
and sent up. 


Resolved, 'That vo matters of a private nature be taken 
up by the Houso the present Session. 


It was Moved, That the Committes appointed by the 
Court to build ten Armed Sloops, bo directed to suspend 
the setting up more than half that number, if, in their judg- 
ment, they think there is no prospect of procuring Rigging, 
Iron, or other materials, And the question being put, it 
passed in the aflirmative, 

And Mr, Batchelder was directed to bring in a Resolve, 
accordingly, 

Jedediah Foster, Esq., brought down a Letter from the 
Council of Safety in Charlestown, South» Carolina, inform: 
fag the Board that they havo sent Captain Robert Cochran 
to procure Seaman iu this Colony for the defence of that, 
and desiring the assistancg of tho Board, with the followtng* 
Voto of Council thereon, viz: 

#To rus witort Court: Lwould inform your Honourg, aa Joshua 
Fabyan, Esq. and mysolf, wero appointed Lo raiag two Companivy in (he 
County of Cumberland, wo have attondod that service, and hy agrooe 
mont with Esquire Fabyan, L ongagod to raison Company in tha Haat. 
orly part of the County, I would acquaint your Honours, that I have 
inttoted a Company in North.Yarmouth, Branswiek, Warpewall, New. 
Glacester, New.Hoaton, and Windham, consisting of ninaty men, ine 
cluding officers, ‘Sho aboyo said Company mot this day, and chose for 
their Captnin Mr. Winthrop, Hostons Mossre. Nathan Merviil and Robert 
Duaing, Lieutenants; Mi. Thomas Adams, Enalga—thon immodiately 


marelied for Cambridge, whe1o I hopo they will soon arrive, 
Lam, with gront respect, your humbla gorvant, Watrrast Outre. 


Ia run House ov Rurnzsenrativas, February 16, 1770: Road, and 
sont up, Wiss Coorgy, Speaker pra tera, 
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In Council, February 16, VT1G: Rend, and Ordered, 
That Walter Spooner and Thomas Cushing, Esquires, with 
such as the honourable House shall join, be a Committee 
to take the foregoing Letter into consideration, and report. 

Road, and concurred, and Colonel Orne, Brigadier 
Thompson, and Mr. Brown, of Boston, ave joined. 


, Whereas, thig Colony cannot be supplied with a safiicient 

quantity of Paper for its own consumption, without the 
particular cave of its Inhabitants in saving Rags for the 
Paper-Mills: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Committeas of Corres- 
pondence and Inspection (A) in the several Towns in this 
Colony be, and they hereby are required immediately, to 
appoint some suitable person in their respective towns, 
(where it is not already done,) to reccive in Rags for tho 
Paper-Mills ; and the Inhabitants of this Colony are hereby 
desived to be very careful in saving even the smallust quanti- 
tias of Rugs proper for making Paper, which will ben furthor 
evidenco of their disposition to promote the publick good, 


Ordered, ‘That Me. Cushing, Mr. Story, and Captain 
Goodman, be n Committee to consider at large the expe- 
dieney of stopping the proceedings of the Courts in respect 
to Civil Actions, and report. 

Ordered, That Mr. Phillips, Colonel Orne, and Col- 
onel Howe, be 1 Committee to bring in a Resolve for en- 
couraging the manufacture of Sulphur. 


Afarnoon, 


Tho Committee appointod to prepare a blank form of 
Lists for tho Committees who aro appointed to tako the 
number of Inhabitants of this Colony, reported as follows, 
vine 
A. List, or Roturn on oath, of tha namos of tho Housaholdors In tho 

Gown of sous 6+ es intho County of... eee ee in tho 


Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, and of tho numbor of souls in 
onoh f inmatos and bourdora, 












Tho numbor of 
negroes and ma| Wholo numnbor 


Jnttovs in onoh | in each funily, 
funily, 


"Iho nanos of thd! ‘Che number of 
hounds of oach | whito people in 
family. ouch family, 





Resolved, That tho List to contain the Return of the num- 
ber of the {Inhabitants of cach ‘Lowa in the Colony of tho 
Massuchusetts-Bay to be made by the Selectmen of the 
rospectivo ‘Towns pursuant to a late Act intitulod * An Act 
for tho carrying into execution « Resolve of the American 
Congress for ascertaining tho number of Tnbabitants in this 
Colony,’ shall bo of the foregoing form, and that (vo hundred 
tnd sixty Juists, of the form aforesaid, and the like number 
of snid Acts, bo printed, and sont to tho Selectmen of tho 
several "Vowns in this Colony as soon as may be; aud that 
Captain Jonathan Brown bo 2 Committee to procure tho 
printing tho said Lists and Acts, and that tho said Com- 
milteo tako effectual care that such Lists bo transmitted to 
such Solectnen, 


A List, or Return on oath, of tho Houscholdos dwelling in tho unin. 
gorporatod places culled . . 6... in the County of... 04 
in tho Colony of tho Massachuse(is.Bay, and of the numbor of souls 
of cach dhmily, Including inmates and boardors, 


* 

















"Pho namos of thal ‘Tho numbor of | Lho numbor of 1 
houds of cach | whita people in Megtoos and mu|The wholo num, 
family, onoh family, Inttoos in ouch | in onch family, 


family, 





tl 





‘Resolved, That the List to contain the Return of the num- 
ber of the Inhabitants of the unincorporated places in tho 
ears of tho Massachusetis-Bay, to bo returned by the 
soveral Committees appointed by this Court, pursuant to a 
Jato Act, intituled * An Act for carrying into execution a 
Rosolve of tho American Congress for ascertaining the 
number of Inhabitants in this Colony,” shall be of the pro- 
coding form, And that sixty Lists of the form aloresnid, 
and the like number of said Acts, be printed, and delivered 
or sent to tho several Committees named in tho said Act, 
ag soon as may be; and that Captain Jonathan Brown 
be a Committee to procure the printing of the said Lists, 
and that ho take effectun! cure that such Lists and Acts be 
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delivered or sont to the several Committees named in the 
suid Act. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve to sus- 
pend tho building one-half of the ten Armed Sloops voted 
by this Court to bo built, reported. Road, and accepted. 


Resolved, That the Committee lately appointed to build, 
vig, and fix ten Armed Sloops be, and they hereby are om- 
powered to suspend contracting for more than five of ghet” 
number, until upon making full inquiry, they shall bave a 
probable prospect of obtaining necessary mulerints for rig- 
ging and equipping the same, and instead thereof, said 
Comittee are hereby also authorized to purchase, rig, and 
fix, five suitable Vessels, already built, for the purpose of 
defence, of any other denomination and dimensions than 
those specified in a former Resolve, according to their best 
discretion, And said Committee are farther empowered 
to import at the risk aud expense of this Colony, any ma- 
terials they shall find necessary for rigging, and fixing any 
of the aforesnid vessels, as they shall judgo best, not in- 
fringing upon any Resolve of the Comtinental Congress, 

Ordercd, That My. Rice bring in a Resolve for sup- 
plying tho people at the Hastward part of this Colony with 
tho sum of four hundred Pounds, 

Thomas Cushing, Wsquire, brought down the Resolve 
of this House to encourage the saying of Rags, with the 
following Vote of Council thereon, vias 

In Council, February 10, (776+ Read, and concurred, 
with amondment at A, via: AtA add “and Safety.” Read, 
and concurred. 

‘The Committee appointed to. bring in a Resolyo to en- 
courage tho manufacture of Sulphur, reported, Read, and 
accepted, 

Whereas, it is of tho utmost consequence that there be 
procured a suiiciont quantity of Sulphur for manufacturing 
ito Gunpowder the Saltpotre that may be obtained : 

Resolved, ‘Vat thero bo allowed and paid out of the 
Treasury of this Colony, for evory pound of good and mor- 
chantable Sulphur that shall bo refined from mines and 
ores within this Colony, and delivered to tho Commissary~ 
General of this Colony before the first day of July next, 
8 bounty of nino Pence per pound, in addition to the like 
sam which the Committee of this Court, for procuring that 
article, are deadly directed to give, the venders of such Sul- 
phor producing a cortificate from the major part of tho So- 
Jectmen of any town where such Sulphur is refined, cer- 
tilying in what Town and Counay within this Colony the 
saine was produced and refined; and that Captain Brown 
got this Resolve printed in the several Newspapers. 


An engrossed Bill, intitulod, * An Act for carrying into 
execution a Rosolve of the American Congross, for ascor- 
taining the number of Inbabitants of this Colony.” 

Rend, and Aesolved, ‘That it puss to bo ennotod, 


On a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Orne, Mr, Phillips, 
Major Lawley, Colonel Bliss, and Mr. Pitts, bo a Commit. 
teo to consider what supptics aro alm to be procured 
for the use of this Colony, besides whut the Commissary- 
General is directed to procure, and report to tho House, 

Whoreas, this Colony, for several months past, has been 
made by @reat Britain the seat of an unnatural war, by 
renson of which this Court hus not, as yet, had opportunity 
to make suitable provision for oponing all tha fuxecutive 
Courts for hearing and finally determining upon civil actions 
as usual: . 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That no action, suit, or pro- 
cess, of a civil nature, be commenced or carried on before 
any Justice of the Peaco in any Infegior Court of Common 
Pleas within this Colony, until the further order of this 
Court, and that the further consideration of this matter be 
taken up on tho second Wednesday of the noxt sitting of 
this Court. 

Also, Resolved, That all actions commenced before the 
18th of this manth, the Justices of the Court where auch 
actions aro brought, are hereby directed” to continue the 
same until the further ordor of this Court. ° 

This Resolve to be printed in the. Cambridge, Water- 
town, and orcester Negvspapers. 


Benjamin Lincoln, Esquire, brought down the Report of 
the Committés of both Houses en the Letter of the Gaouncil 
of Safety in Charlestown, South-Carolina. , ; 


* ¥ 
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In Council, February 16, V776: Rend, and accepted, 
and thereupon, 

Resolved, That Captain Robert Cochran be permitted, 
hy tho major part of the Council, to inlist a number of Sea- 
men for the defence of South> Curolina, not execeding threo 
hundred nen, out of the inhabitants of this Government, 

ssoxcopting such as ara cmployed in the Continental Army, 

‘,in the Armed Vessels fitted out either by this Colony, or by 
any of tho inhabitants thereof, or in the lorees raised by 
this Government for the defence of the Sea-Cansis, (A, 

Read, and concurred, with the amendment at A, viz: 
At A, add “of whom none are to be inlisted,” 

The Committee on the Petition of Nathan Jones, re« 
ported, Read, and the cousideration thereof referred to 
tho next session. 


Resolved, That the twentieth day of March noxt will 
be a proper time to which this Court may be adjourned, 

Mr, Rice, agreeable to order, reported. Read, and ac- 
coptod, 

Whereas, the condition of the Inhabitants of that part of 
the County of Lincoln, lying between Penobscot-River 
and Goldshorough, appears to this House so necessitous 
and distreasing, as that humanity dictates they should be 
relieved by the General Court: 

Vherelore, Resolved, Thut there be lent, out of tho pub- 
Nek ‘Treasury of this Colony, to Philip Hodgkins, Alex 
ander Campbell, lvancis Shaw, Benjamin’ Foster, aud 
Stephen Smith, the sam of four hundred Pounds, to ba by 
them laid out in somo of the Souther Colonies on this 
Continent, to purchase Provisions and Aamunition, which, 
when imported into sald County, to be by them distibus 
tod among suid Tohabitants between Pengdscot- River and 
Goldsborough, in tho most equal manner they can, thoy, 
tho said Pislip Uodgkins, Alexander Campbell, dvancis 
Shaw, Benjamin Moster, und Stephen Smith, giving bond, 
dant and severally, to the Treasurer of this Colony, or 
his successor tn said aftico, for tho payment of said sum, 
on ov before tho 16th day of Mebruary next 


‘The Houso then adjourned ull nine o’elock, to-morrow 
mornings 


Saturday, Mebrusry 17, 1776. 


Tho Committee af both Houses appointed to make in- 
quity afer virgin Lead, &a., bog lerve to report: 

"Nhat asub-Committee hasdeen to Northampton, and ox- 
aminad a Lend Mine thorg, which has been worked, and in 
whieh, as Mr. Clap, the Clerk of the Works informed us, 
much logs bad been sustained, Le also told us, that Mr, 
Bowdoin, Volonel Ward, aid Mr, Hedge, were the pro- 
aunt proprictoys; that Oy owned about two hundred and 
tweuly-Ave vores of Innd; had a store-house, stamping. 
mill, and smelting-houso; that they would sell all their 
estate there for one thousand pounds, lawfal money, as he 
bolleved ; that their land is bounded ahout balf'a mile upon 
a rivar, upon which is said mill, Suid Clap also said, that 
inany assays had been mado upon the ora, aud it produced, 
in that small way, from filly wo seventy-five per ecot, head 5 
but in smelting, in tho large way ol business, they could 
not produce any lead, but it all ran into glass, they not 
understanding tho businass; he suid that they stamped nud 
washed the ore, and in thot state, without smelting, they 
sold considerable quantities to the potters, 

The sub-Committee are of opinion, that if the present 
proprietorst right is purchased, it will be necessary to pur- 
chnso other lands, perhaps to the amount of one thousand 
pounds, lawful money, more, so as to command the river, 
roads, and the summit of the mountain, in which it is likely 
are bettor mings that that which has been opened ; and ng 
tho buildings «ra mach out of rapair, aud others will be 
noeded to Garry on Lhe business, it will require at lonst one 
thousand pounds, awful oney, more to set the work in 
a good way of business, There will be twelve or fourteen 
miles carlage to water enitinga. 

‘Tho sub-Contnitiec also oxamined a Lead Ming in South- 
amplon, yery convenient for working and wator; but as 
this had not been opened, and the winter preventing, they 
could not make full discovery of the quantity. ‘They also 
examined a tmnine in /orcester ; ‘but its situation would not 
adr ite beirig worked to advantage, 

THe"sub-Committes brought from Northampton some 


Fourrn Senms.—Vor. 1¥, 
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of tho ore, and obtained Mr. Clark to make an assay, in 
doing which he saved wwenty-five per cent, lead, and he 
supposed that he lost twenty-five per cont, mors, © They 
havo, also, endeavoured to have auother assay made by Mr, 
Hurd, bat his fire-place being very smull, the assay failed, 
he not being able to raiso a suflicient heat, 

_ Tho Committec beg leave to sit again, and desive to bo 
instucted whether they shall now wansmit this Report to 
the American Congress, or wait for further ight in this 
maiter; and, also, whether they shall examina into the pro- 
cess, &c., of the lend-works now carrying on at Aliddle- 
town, in Connecticut, . 1 

Expap Taynon, per order. 

Resolved, That the said Committee be (A) instructed 
to transmit a copy of the foregoing Report to the American 
Congress, and that they exnmine into the process, &., of 
tho Lead-Works now canying on at Afiddletown, in Con- 
necticut, and that they be desired to sit again. 

John MWhetcomd, Misq-, brought down the Resolve of the 
House for suspending proceedings in Civil Courts, with the 
following Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

Jy Council, Mebruary 171, 1776+ Read, and concurred, 
ag taken into a new draft, 

Read, and non-coneurred, and Major Hewley and Mr. 
Phillips, with such as the honourable Board shall join, are 
appointed ¢ Committee to propara a new draft. 


Oa a motion, Resolved, Nhat all matters that have had 
day in this House during the presont sossion, which have 
not, or cannot now be acted upon, have the same day in 
the uext session of the General Court. 

Moses Gill, oq. brought down the Resolve of the 
Clouse for ginnting four hundred Pounds for tho use of the 
Inhabitants of this Colony below Penobscot; with tha fol» 
lowing Vow of Council thereon, viz: 

Un Council, abruary 17, 1776+ Rend, and concurrad, 
with tho amendment at A, 3, vig: Delo from A to B, and 
in place thereof, insart for the purpose of supplying tho 
necessities af the Inhabitants betwaen Penodscoc-Ztiver aud 
Goldsborough, with Provision und Ammunition.” 

Read, and concurred, 


Ordered, That a message be sent to the honourable 
Board to know if they have given out Commissions to the 
Major-Gonerals and the several Brigadiers elected by this 
Court. 

‘The Socrotary came in, and informed the Houso that 1 
major part of the honourable Council had issued only a 
Commission for the first Brigadior in the Colony. 

Ordered, That a message go to a major part of the 
honourable Couneil, aud desire them to suspend granting 
Counissions to the Brigadiers cil tho noxt sitting of the 
Court. 

Ordered, ‘That Mr, Div and Major Johnson bo added 
to the Commitwvo on the Rolls of the Militin and Minute- 
Men, who avo to sit in the recess of the Court, so long a3 
while a quorum of the Council shall sit. 

Ordered, That Major Rice, Doacon Rawson, and Mr, 
Iatson, bo a Committee to bring in a Resolve containing 
some instructions to the Committeo on tho Rolls of the 
Minuto-Men and Militia. 


~ Afornoon, 


Tha Committeo appointed in tho forenoon to bring in a 
Resolve containing some instructions to the Committee on 
the Rolls of the Minute-Men and Militia, reported, Read, 
and not accepted, 

The Committeo appointed to consider what further Sup- 
plies are necessary to be procured for the use of the Cow # 
lony, reported, Read, and accepted. 

Whereas tho Administration of Great Britain, by their 
despotick aud orvel measures from time to time, and, finally, 
by shedding the blood of the inhabitants of tho Britésh 
American Colonies, has obliged us to take ap arms for out 
defenco, and thereby we are engaged in an unnatural wir, 
which has, in a considerable degreo, prevented the Impor- 
tation of brend, corn, flour, and other articles of subsistarite 
and defence, into this Government frout tho neighbouring 
Colonics, whereby great part of the dsual supply is out 
short, and as the sea-cousts of this Colony are surrounded 
with ships-of-war and cutters, whiokmakes it necessary for- 
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our defence an armed force should be stationed in various 
parts thereof, which army cannot be subsisted and defended 
without an importation of thoso supplies, and it being of 
great importanes proper measures should be pursued to 
prevent the distresses that may arise from the want of the 
said articles: 

Therofore, Resolved, That Daniel Davis, Esq., Thomas 
Durfee, Wsq., and Captain Josiah Batchelder, with such as 
the honourable Board shall join, be, and they hereby are 
appointed a Conimittee to agree for, and fix out, with all 
possible clespatch, on account of this Colony, on the best 
terms, as many vessels as may be sufficient for the importing 
ten thousand barrels of Flour, two thousand easks of Rice, 
and one hundred tons of Pig-Lron, from any of the South- 
orn Colonies that shall to them appear most safe, and may 
be offectad in the most expeditions mannor; aud that the 
said Committee delivor unto the Commissary-General of 
this Colony the aforesaid Flour, Rice, and Iron, when im- 
ported, taking his receipt for the same. 

And it is further Resolved, ‘That there be paid out of 
the publiek ‘Treasury of this Colony, into the hands of tho 
said Comunittee, the sum of eighteen thousand Pounds for 
the above purposes, said Committee to be accountable to 
this Court lor the sane, 

Resolved, That the Commissary-General be directed to 
Jend his Excellency General Washington, filty pounds of 
Saltpetve for the Continental Laboratory, if he shall de- 
sire it. 

Moses Gill, Wsq. biaught down tho Resolve of this 
House on tho Report of a Committee relative to virgin 
Lead, with the following Vote of Couneil therean, vias 

Jn Council, February 17, 1776; Road, and concurred 
with the amendmont at A, B, viz: Delo from A to 3B, 
and insert in placo thereol, “ directed to sit again, and to 
transmit a copy of the foregoing Report to the American 

Congress, and also to examine into the Troy, &e., of 
the lead works now carrying on at Aléddletown, in Con- 
necticut, and report.” Read, and concurred, 

Tho Doorkoeper was directed to oall in the Members, 


The Mombers wore enjoined to give their attendance, 
and not depart without leave of the House. 

Michael Karloy, Misq., brought down a now draft of a 
Resolve, reported hy a Committee of both Houses, rela- 
tivo to Civil Actions. Read, and concurred ag taken into 
anew draft. 

Tho UMouse reconsidered the vota of yesterday, fixing 
upon the 20th of March next as a suitable tima to which 
this Court might be adjourned, 


Samuel Holton, Esq., brought down tho following Voto 
of Council, viz 

Whereas, Benjanin Greenlea/, Esy,, was appointed ona 
of the Gammiues of this Court for huilding sundry Sloops- 
of War, and as his attendance at the Council is necessary 
for the despatch of the important business of this Colony, 
on which account he has desired to be oxcusod fram tho 
servico of building tho said Sloops : 

Therefore, Ordered, That Richard Derby, Jun, Kisq., 
be appointed on said Committee for building the said Sloops 
in his room, 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mr, Phillips, Colonel 
Brooks, and Mr, Mose, with such as the hovourabla Board, 
may join, be a Committee to make some further experi- 
ments of the Sultpetre that is manufactured in this Colony, 


Ordared, That a message ga to the honourable Board 


to know if they concurred the Resolvo of the House rela-* 


tive to Civil Actions, 


* Thomas Cushing, Esq, camo down and informed tho 
eae ws the honourable Board had the same now under 
cofsideration, and that when they had passed upon it the 
would inform tha Hous, : . j 

Samuel Holton, Tesq., brought tho same down, with tho 
following vote of Council thereon, viz: 

Jn Cowneil, February 17, 1776 + Road, and uninimongy 
non-concurred, and tho Board adhere to their own vote. 

Voted, That the Mombors present give thelr attendance 
at the time to which this House shall bo: adjourned, and 
lpfoym the ubsent Members they meet with, that the House 
ayinire their attendance likewise at that time, 

ae ' 
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The Ilouse then adjourned ull ten o’clock, Monday 
morning. 


Mondny, Fobruary 19, 1776, 
Ordered, That Major Lawley, Colonel drecman, Ma- 


jor Fuller, Deacon Cheever, and Captain Goodman, be i 


Committee to go up to the honourable Board and aeqaain: 
them that this [Touse is desirous of a Conference of both, * 
Houses (immediately, if the Board pleases) on the subject 
of regulating law processes in civil causes, and the proceed 
ings of the Inferior Courts of Common Pleas, in the several 
Counties in this Colony, unit some day in the sitting of 
this Court after their next meeting. 

Sannel LHolten, Esq., brought down a Leter from the 
Tlonourable James Ous, Eisq., diected to tha honouable 
Council, informing them that on Saturday last, a Trench 
Vessel tan on shore, on the South side of the Cape, Pith 
upwards of an hundred hogsheads of Molasses, and other 
sinall articlas 5 that sha hada Mrench master, and one Pink 
ham, of Nantucket, an Bnglish waster; that their Papers 
were all in French ; that there was on board said Vessel 
one Monsiour Le Buron, a gendeman who took passage on 
board said Vessel, with a design to go to Pialadeiphia, 
who appeared to bo much of a gentlenian, and says he was 
in the King of @russia’s service more than twenty years, 
and who says that the drench and dengtish masters talked 
of going into Boston; that the goods were taken Into cus. 
tody by Major Malle/, and others, who desire the directions 
of the Court. 

Read, and committed to Major Uwley, Colonal Iree- 
man, Captain Batchelder, and Me. Davis, with such as tho 
honourable Bomd may join, 

Thomas Cushing, ¥sq., camo down and informed the 
House, that the honoarable Board agveod to tha proposal 
of the House for a Conforenes on tho subject of regulating 
Jaw proceedings in civil causes, 8&¢,, and as there was not 
sufficient room for the Louse in the Council-Chamber, the 
Board propose that the Conference should be held in the 
Hesilug- House, &e, 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
and inform them that (ho House are now rendy for the pro- 
posed Conference, and propose that the President of the 
honourable Byard should preside at the same, and that the 
pews on cach side of the pulpit be assigned for the Mom- 

ers of the honourable Board. 

A Conference on tho subject aforesaid was held aecord- 
ingly, and it being ended, the Menfbers of the Council left 
the [fouse, and the Speaker having resumed tho chair, the 
Louse adjourned to half an hour after theo o’clack. 


Aftornoon. 
On a motion, Ordered, That Major Lawley, Mr. Spenk- 
er, Colonel Brookes, Major dudler, and Colonel 2éivs, with 
such ns the honourable Board may join, be a Committed to 
consider what is proper to bo dona with respect to rogulae 
ting proceedings m Civil Causes, &e., and report. 


On a motion, Ordered, That tho Clerk take down tho 
nanos of thoso Members who have departed without leavo 
of tho Tfouse, since the injanction laid on them Inst Sede 
day afternoon, 

Somo Menibers present then gavo in the following numes, 
viz: Colonel Mitchell, Colonel FPhife, of Rochester, Mr, 
Jewett, of Littleton, Deacon Rawson, and Dgacon Vat 
son, of Spencer. 

The Mombers of the Ilouse were enjoined to give thelr 
attendance, and not to depart without leave of the Louse. 

Ordered, That the Messenger of the House employ some 
person, oF persons, to repair forthwith to the towns here- 
after mentioned, to direct tho immediate attendance of the 
Representatives thereof at this Louse, viz: 

Hedford, My. Benjamin Wall. 

Malden, Mr, Eava Sargent. 

Roxbury, Colonel Aaron Davis. . 

Stoneham, Mr, Josoph Bryant, Jun, 

Woburn, Josiah Johnson, sq. 

Dedham, Mr, Abney Ellis. : 

Milton, Captain Danic? Vose. 


The House then adjourned till ten o’clock, (o-morrow. 
morning. , . 


‘ 
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"Tuosdny, Fobrunry 20, 1776, 

Ordered, That Mr. Story be of the Committee to con- 
sidor tha subject-matter of the Letter from the [Honourable 
James Otis, Esq., in the room of Major Hawley, otherwiso 
engaged. 

It having been the laudable practice of this Government 
“yo recommend and appoint days for Pasting and Piay er upon 
solemn and special occasions, besides our Annual Pasts, and 
as Mhis Court apprehend that the present time is big with 
the most important events to this and the other Colonies, 
and that these events ave in the hand of the Supreme Go- 
yernour of the Universe: 

Therefore, Resolved, ‘That the honourable Bond be, 
and hereby are desired to set apart Zhuersday, the 7th day 
of Marek, to be observed as a Day of Solemn Huniiliation 
and Prayer, devoutly to implore of Almighty God, that the 
voohl dispensations ‘of Providence, in the peculiar events 
which have lately taken place, may be duly resented, and 
the great end for which they were designed happily secom- 
plished ; that Ie will, also, command Itis blessing upon our 
Council and Arms in the present struggle with Great Bri- 
tain, for thoso inestimable rights, civil and religions, with 
which God and Nature has invested us, and made it our 
duty to endeavour, at every hazard, to hand down to pos 
terity, and that they cause a Proclamation to bo inime- 
diately issued aud sent to tho Ministers and Pastors of the 
sevarnl denominations of Christians in this Colony for the 
purposes aforesnid. 

Michael Ja ley, Tesy., brought down the Report of tho 
Committes of bath Uouses appointed (o consider what was 
proper to be dono, relative to regulating proceedings in Civil 
Causes, viz: 

Whereas, this Colony, for sevoral months past, has been 
mado by Great Britain the seat of an ununtural war, by 
reason whereof, and tha constant attention af this Court to 
the necessary means of defence, there has not as ya been 
Srp sy to make sullicient provision for Mgulating, in 
all respects, the Jexceutive Courts in this Colony, and ws- 
pecially with regard to the fees for services in and about 
civil actions, which fees have heretofore been very unequal 
and disproportionate to the service, and, in some instances, 
pininly excessive ; nnd ns this Court are deeply impressed 
with tho necessity of making divers alterations in tho fees 
and allowances for such services, that all oppression, tun 
every appearance thereof in our Courts of Justica, may be 
wholly taken away and prevented, and have the fullest in- 
tention immediately afte thvir noxt meeting, most seriously 
to attend to this matter, and to make such regulations there- 
in, as that on tho ona hand none who aro necessarily employ- 
ed in the course of civil actions, should fail of receiving a 
reasonable allowance, and that on tho other band none, by 
any cunning uris or fictions, should mke exorbitant sums 
on any pretence whatsoover t 

lt is, therefore, Resolved and Ordered, 'That no Civil 
Action shall be entorad with any Justice of the Peace, and 
that no judgment shall be rendered on any action which is 
now pending, or that shall he outored and pending in any 
Taferior Court of Common Pleas in this Colony, before the 
3d day of April next, without the further order of this 
Courts but that suc actions shall be continued of course, 
until tho term next after the 3d day of April next, whether 
there be an appearance of tho defendant or vot; and that 
no Fees shall bo allowed, or costs taxed, by any Inferior 
Courts of Gammon Pleas in this Colony, on any action 
which shall be commenced or entered between the passing 
this Resolye, and the said 8d day of April next, but such 
as shall bo allowed by some future Act or Order of this Court, 
any Inw, act, or resvlve to the contrary hereof notwwith- 
standing. 

This Resolve to be published in the noxt Cambridge, 
PWatertown, and Morcester Newspapers, 


Whioroas, it is of tho utmost consequence that effectual 
card he taken to provide a sufficient Masealoa of Provision 
for the use of this Colony, and it is possiblo wo may be 
disappointed of part of the Mour and Rice Sately ordered 
ta'be imported from the Southward: 

Therefore, Resolved, That Degcon Elnathan Curtis, of 
Stockbridge, Gideon IVheeler, Esq,, of Laneshorough, and 
Mr, Benedict Dewy, of Great-Barrington, be a Committee 


to purchase in the western parts of this Colony, » quantity 
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of good merchantable Flour, not exoveding two thousand 
harvels, provided tho same is delivered at Springfield and 
Ttadley at sixteen Shillings per hundred, including every 
charge, And in order (o prevent any Joss hom failure in 
the quality of this article: 

It is Ordered, hat every vender thereof causa to be 
marked on cach bayel his name, and the town to whicd: 
he belongs. 

And itis further Resolved, hai there be paid out of the 
publick Ticasury, to Captain Noa Goodman and Major 
William Pyncheon, the sum of ono thousand Pounds, to 
enable them to pay for the Plow, and transportation 
thereof, on its delivery at the said ‘Towns of Springfield 
and Lfadley ; they to be accountable to this Court for the 
same, 


Whereas, it is probable it may be for the interest of the 
Colony that part of tho quantity of the Flour and Rice, 
lately ordered to be imported from the Southward, should 
be brought into some poit eastward of Boston: 

Resolved, That, in addition to the Committes already 
gppointed to procure the same, there be chosen from that 
part of the Provineo two more for the same purposo; and 
Major Cross is accordingly chosen on the part of this Louse. 

Ordered, That a message yo to the honourable Board, 
to desire then to inform the Touso whother thoy have any: 
matters to send down; and, if they lave not, to acquaint a 
major part of the honourable Council, that it is Che desire 
of tho Louse that the Court might he adjourned to the 201h 
of March next, 

Ona motion, Ordered, That a message go to the ho 
nourable Board, jnforming them that (he House have re- 
considered thei yoto proposing that the Court might be 
adjounad to the 20th of Alarch next, aud Uhat it is tha 
opinion of the Tfousa that the 13th of the same month 
would bo a moro proper time, 

Resolved, That there be granted and paid out of the 
publiek Treasury of this Colony, to Samued £reeman, tho 
sun of ono hundred Pounds, for the uso of those persons 
who aro suflirers by the burning of the 'Cown of Ialmouth ; 
stid sum to be applied in the same manner as was ditect 
ect in a former Resolve of this Comt, granting the sum of 
two hundred and fifty Pounds for dhat purpose ; said Dvee~ 
men to be accountable to this Court for the snme. 

The Secretary came into tho Touse, and said: 

Ma. Spmaxen: [am directed, by a major part of the 
honourable Couneil, to inform this {onse that they hnve 
consented to the enacting of the following Bills, viz: 

An Act for making and emitting Bulls of Publick Credit. 

An Act for forming and regulating the Militia within the 
Colony of tho Massachusetis- Bay, in New-Lngland, and 
for ropeating all the taws horetofore made for that purpose, 

An Act for altering the placa by law appointed for hold- 
ing the Superior Camt of Judicature, Court of Assizo and 
General Jail Delivory, and the Courts of General Sessions 
of the Peace, and Inferior Courts of Common Ploag, with 
in and for tho County of Sufolie. 

An Act for altering the places appointed by law for hold- 
ing the Superior Court af Judicaturo, Court of Assize and 
General Jail Delivery, within and for tho County of Méd- 
dlesev; and, also, for altering the places for holding some 
of the Courts of General Sessions of the Pence, and Infox 
riov Courts of Common Pleas, within said Count 

An Act for reviving and continuing sundry 

are expired and near expiring. 
* An Act to enable the Inbabitants of Falmouth to sup. 
port prosecutions against phe who hava jn their posses- 
sion gootls taken from said Inhabitants during the Inte Wire 
thero, ; 

An Act for encouraging the fixing out of Armod Vessols 
to defend the Sea-Coasts of Amarica, and for erecting a 
Court to try and condemn all Vessels that shall be found 
infesting the same. . 

An Act for carrying into execution a Resolvo of tlie 
American Congress for ascertaining tho number of Inha- 
hitants of this Colony. 


And then the Seeretary said : 


Mr, Srracen: Lam likewise diregted, by a Inajor pat 
of the honourable Council, to inform this House that they 
have seen fit to adjoum the Grent and General Court to 


Low that 
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Wednesday, tho 13th day of March next, at ten o’clock in 
the forenoon, then to meetin this place, at which time and 
placo tho said Great and General Court is aceordingly 
adjourned, 


The following is a List of the Fild-Oficers of the seve- 
ral Regiments of Militia in this Colony, as chosen by 
the Louse the present Session, viz: 

For the County of Survoux. 

Boston Regiment, 

Biret Regiment: William Mcfutosh, Colonel; Mlenzer 
Weld, Licutenant-Colonel; Aaron Guild, Furst: Major; 
Abijah Draper, Second Major. 

Second Regiment: Solomon Lovell, Colonel; David 
Cushing, Lieutenant-Colonel ; ‘Phomas Lothrop, First Ma- 
jor; Isuiah Cushing, Second Major. 

Third Regiment; Benjamin Gill, Colonel; Samuel 
Pieree, Licutenant-Colonel; Joseph Badcock, First Ma- 
jory. Hhjah Hewins, Second Major, 

Fowth Regimen: Bplrainm Wheelock, Colonel ; Ben- 
jamin Dawes, Léeutcnant-Colonel ; James Meteall, Vist 
Major; Seth Bullard, Second Major. 

Fifth Regiment: Joseph Palmer, Colonel; Jonathan 
Bass, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Edmund Soper, First’ Major ; 
Ebenezer Thayer, Second Major. 

Lor the County of Msasex. 

Nest Regiment: Timothy Pickering, Colonel; dobu 
Fingy, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Joseph Sprague, [ist Major; 
David Parker, Second Mujor. 

Second Reyiment; Jonathan Ticomb, Colonel; Wenry 
Morril, Licutenant-Colonel ; Ralph Cross, Jun,, First Ma- 
jor; Winthrop Merril, Second Major. 

Third Regiment: Jonathan Cogswell, Jun,, Colonel ; 
Isaac Dodge, Lientenant-Colonel; Charles Smith, Mirst 
Major; Joseph Gould, Second Major. 

Hourth Regiment: Samucl Johnson, Colonel; Jobn 
Whittier, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Asa Perly, First Major ; 
Samuel Bodwell, Second Major. 

Fifth Regiments Jouathan Glover, Colonel ; Thomns 
Gerry, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Joshua Orne, First Major; 
Nicholas Broughton, Second Major. 

Sixth Regiment, 

Seventh Regiment 

Eighth Regiment: Uenry Wervick, Colonel ; Jeremiah 
Pago, Licutonant-Colonel; Archclaus Fuller, lirst Major; 
Somuel Epes, Second Major. 

For the County of Minirsnx. 


First Regiment: Samuel ‘Chatcher, Colonel; Benja- 
tin Hammond, Licutenant-Colonel; Samuel Barnad, 
First Major; John Gardner, Second Major. 

Second Reginent; Jonathan ase, Colonel ; Benjamin 
Brown, Licutenant-Colonel ; ‘Vimothy Walker, Iirst. Ma- 
jor; Joseph Bryant, Second Major, 

‘Third Regiment: Jnmes Barret, Colonel (2) ; Brady! 
Smith, Lieutenant-Colonel (3); Tleazer Brooks, First 
Major; Srancis Faulkner, Second Major (6), 

Fowth Regiment: enry Gardner, Colonel ; Fzokiel 
Howo, Lieutenant-Colonal ; Jonathan Lapgood, irst Mae 
jor; Cyprinn Howe, Second Major, 

Hifth Regiment; Samuel Bullard, Colonel; Micah 
Stone, Lieutennnt-Colonel ; Abner Perry, Hirst Major ; 
John Trowbridge, Second Major. 

Stoth Regiment: Olivor Prescott, Colonel (12) ; Jona- 
than Reed, Lieutenant-Colonel (18); Josiah Sartel, First 
Major (16); Jonathan Minot, Second Major (15), * 

event Regiment; Simeon Spaulding, Colonel; Wil- 
™-Jiam Thompson, Lieutenant-Colonel ; William Hildreth, 
First Major; Ebenezer Bancioft, Second Major. 


Por the County of Wanrsuinn, 


First: Regiment: Charles Pyncheon, Colonel; John 
Bliss, Lieatenant-Colonel; William Pynchcon, Isirst Ma- 
jor; Jonathan Hale, Second Major. 

Second Regiment: Seth Pomeroy, Colonel ; John Dick- 
enson, Lientenant-Colonel; Ezra May, First Major; to- 
nathan Clap, Second Major. 

Third Regiment: John Mosely, Colonel; Timothy 
Robinson, Licutenant-Colonel ; Benjaniin Ely, First Ma- 

jor’; David Leonard, Second Major, 
“ Bourth Regiment: Samuel Howe, Colonel; Ruggles 
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Woodhiidge, Lieutenant-Colonel ; John Chester Williams, 
First Major; Josiah White, Second Major, 

Hifth Regiments David Wield, Colonel; David Wells, 
Lientenant-Colonel ; Hezekiah Smith, Hirst Major; David 
Dickenson, Second Major. 

Steth Regiments Phineas Wright, Colonel; Samuel 
Williams, Licutenant-Colonel; Joseph Loeke, Fit Mae” 
jor; Daniel Whitmore, Second Major. 

Lor the County af Povsourn. 

First Regiment: Ganulicl Bradford, Jun., Colonel ; 
Thomas Lothrop, Liewtenant-Colonel; Georgo Partridge, 
First Major ; Seth: Cushing, Second Major. 

Second Regiment: Anthony homas, Colonel; John 
Cushing, Jon., Lieatovant-Colonel 3 Jeremiah Uall, First 
Major; Nathaniel Cushing, Second Major. 

Third Regiment: Valward Mitehell, Colonel; David 
Jones, Lieatenant-Colonel; Simeon Cary, Hirst: Major ; 
Kliphalet Cary, Second Major, 

Fourth Regiment: Mbeneser Sprout, Colonel; Whene+ 
ver White, Lieutenant-Colonel ; israck Meri, Hirst Majors 


’ 


Lor the County of Bannsranun. 

First Regiment + Nathaniel freeman, Colonel ; Joseph 
Dimmock, Lieutenant-Coloucl; Joshua Gray, First Ma- 
jor; George Lewis, Sveond Major. 

Second Regiments Joseph Doan, Colonel ; Misha Cobb, 
Licutenant-Calonel ; Zenas Winslow, Iirst Major; Gideon 
Vreeman, Second Major. 


. Wor the County of Buisron. 


First Regiment: Thomas Curponter, Colovel ; Tauther 
Thurher, Lientenant-Colonel ; Nathan Dagger, lirst Mae 
jor; Peleg Slead, Second Major, 

Second Regiments Maward Pope, Colonel; John [ath- 
away, Lieutenant-Colonel 3 Silvester Richmond, tortias, 
Virst Major; Joshua Uathaway, Second Major. 

Third Regiment » George Williams, Colonel; Zephn« 
niah Leonard, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Abiel Mitchell, First 
Major; Jumes Willinms, Second Major, 

Hourth Regiments John Dagger, Colonel; Ephraim 
Lano, Lieutouant-Colonel ; Isaac Dean, First Major; 11+ 
kanah Clap, Second Major. 

4 For the County of Yous, 

Wrst Regiment, 

Second Regiment: John Frost, Colonel ; Ichabod Good- 
win, Licutonant-Colonel ; Joseph Brinee, First Major ; Jolt 
Shapleigh, Second Major. 

Phird Rogiment: Tristram Jordan, Colonel; Joseph 
Storer, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Thomas Cutt, lirst Major} 
Jonathan Stone, Second Major. 

Fourth Regiment. 

Hor the County Doxus-County. 

Hirst Regiment: Boriah Norton, Colonel; Melatinh Da- 
via, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Brotherton Dogget, First Major} 
Mayhew Adams, Second Major, 

Second Regimont, 

Lor the County of Wororsren. 

First Regiment: Samuel Denny, Colonel; Benjamin 
Flagg, Licutenant-Colonel ; Paul Raymond, First Major; 
Asn Baldwin, Second Major, 

Second Regiment: Josiah Whitney, Colonel ; Ephraim 
Sawyer, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Jonas Houghton, First Ma- 
jor; Ebenezer Jones, Second Major. : 

Third Regiment : Kara Wool, Colonel ; Joseph Cha- 
pen, Liewtenant-Colonel ; Joseph Daniela, First Major 
Caleb Whiting, Second Major, x 

Fourth Regiment: Jonathan Warner, Colonel ; Joseph 
Gilbert, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Reuben Reed, Iirst Major 3 
Joseph Bowman, Secand Major, 

Tifth Regiment: Jonathan Tolman, Colonel; Daniel 
Plympton, Lieutenant-Colonel } William Fuoarned, Flist 
Major; Jacob Davis, Second Major, 

Diath Regiment, 

Seventh Regiment: Nathan Sparhawk, Colopel ; Jonas 
than Grout, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Jonns Wilder, First Ma- 
jor; Daniel Clap, Secong Major, 

Eighth Regiment; Abijah Stearns, Colonel; Josinh 
Carter, Lieutenunt-Colonel 3 Jolin Rand, First Majors Eke 
enezer Bridge, Sceond Major, + at aaa, 
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Bor the Caunty of Connennann. 

Hirst Regiment: John Waito, Colonel; Peter Noyes, 
Lieatenant-Colonel ; Nathaniel Jordan, First Major; Wil- 
linm Vrost, Second Major. 

Second Regiment: Jonathan Mitchell, Colonel ; Nathan- 
iol Purvington, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Charles Gerrish, First 
Major; Nathaniel Larabee, Second Major. 

Third Regiment: Reuben Fogg, Colonel; Richard 
LowWbard, Lieutenant-Colonel ; ‘Limothy McDaniel, First 
Major; Iphiaim Row, Second Major. 

Lourth Regiment : Timathy Pike, Colonel ; Moses Mer- 
Hil, Lieutenant-Colonel; William Knight, First Major ; 
Samuel Mathews, Second Major. 


For the County of Lincoun, 

First Regiment; Samucl MeCobb, Colonel; Samuel 
Tlathden, Lieutenant-Colonel (10) ; Dummer Sewall, [First 
Major (LE); dames Hunter, Second Major. 

Second Regimunt: Joseph North, Colonel ; William 
Howard, Licutenant-Colonel ; Fzekiel Pettee, First Ma- 
jor; Rowland Cushitz, Second Major. 

Lhird Regiment: Wiltiam Jones, Colonel; Edward 
Emerson, Licutenant-Colonel (6) ; Jolin Farley, Iirst Ma- 
jor; Moses Davis, Second Major. 

Fourth Regiment: Moses Wheaton, Colonel ; William 
Farnsworth, Licutenant-Colonel; Jumes Minot, First Ma- 
jor; Sands Robinson, Second Major, 

Lifth Regiment: Jonathan Buck, Colonel; Mathew 
Patten, Lioutenant-Colonel ; Mdmund Moore, lirst Major; 
Jonathan Buck, Jun., Second Major. 

Sixth Rogiment: Beujamin Foster, Colonel; Alexan- 
dor Campbell, Taioutenant-Colone) ; Sunuel Jordan, Hirst 
Major; Irancis Shaw, Jun., Second Major. 

Hor the County of Bunxsiine. 

Hirst Regiment; Marke Hopkins, Colonel ; Aaron Root, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Giles Jackson, First Major; Jacob 
Brown, Second Major. 

Second Regiment: Benjamin Symonds, Colonel ; Jona- 
than Smith, Licutenant-Colonel; David Rosseter, Vist 
Major; Culeb Hyde, Second Major. 

Note.—The figures annexed to the names of some per- 
sons in the foregoing list show that they have been olected 
to other offices, or declined necopting their &ppointinent, 
or were non-concurred by the Council, as will appear by 
tho Journals, aud refer, respoétively, to the following gen- 
(lemen, who have bean glocted in their room, viz: 

1, John Gray, 10, Dummer Sewall, 

2, Mleaxer Brodie, 11, John Hews, 

3. Francis Faulkner, 12, Jonathan Reed, 
» Nathaniel Barret, 13, Josiah Sartel, 


> 


5. Samucl Lamson, 14, Jonathan Minot, 
6. Andrew Reed, 15, Samuel Stone, 
t. Nicholas Holt, 16. Joseph Gilbert, 


17, Enoch allet, 


8. Silas Bayloy, 
18, Joseph Dimmick, 


9, Ebeneser Jones, 

Tho following shows the division of the Militia of each 
County into Regiments, and the rank of each Regiment, 
ag ordered by the honourable Council: * 


Surronx, 

Boston Regiment.—Boston, to ve called the Boston Re~ 
giment, and to take rank of all the other Regiments in 
the County of Sigfolk. 

First Regtnent: Roxbury, Dedham, Needham, Brook- 

line, 

Second Regiment : Weymouth, Hingham, Cohasset, Hull. 

Third Regiment: Qorchester, Milton, Stoughton, Stough- 

tonham, 

Fouwth Regiment: Medfiold, Wrentham, Medway, Bel- 

lingham, Walpole. 

Fifth Regiment: Brains: 

Ussex, 

Hirst Regimené: Salom, Lynn. 

Second Hegiment: Newburyport, Salisbury, Amesbury. 

Lhird Regiment: Ipswich, Topsfield, Wenham. 

Fourth Regiment: Wnverbill, Andover, Bradford, Box- 

ford, Methuen, 

Fifth Regiment: Marblehead. 

Stcth Regiment: Gloucester, Manchester. 
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Soventh Regiment: Newbury, Rowloy, 
Eighth Regiment: Bovorly, Danvers, Middleton. 


Minpiesux, 

First Regiment: Cambridge, Chailestown, Watertown, 
Newton, Malden, Medford, Waltham. 

Second Regiment: Wobum, Reading, Wilmington, Stone- 


ham. 
Third Regiment: Concord, Lexington, Weston, Actor, 
Lincoln. 


Fourth Regiment: Sudbury, Marlborough, Stow. 

Hifth Regiment: Framingham, Sherbume, Uopkington, 
Natick, Uolliston. 

Sixth Regiment: Littleton, Westlord, Groton, Shirley, 
Pepperel, Townsend, Ashby, 

Seventh Regiment: Billerica, Chelmsford, Dracut, Bed- 
ford, ‘Tewkesbury, Dunstable, 

Tanrsuime, 

Hirst Regiment : SprinaGeld, Wilbraham, Brimfield, South- 
Binfield, Palmer, Monson, Ludlow. 

Second Regiment: Northampton, Uatheld, Whately, Wil- 
Namsbui gh, Chesterfield with the Goie, Southampton, 
Worthington, Norwich, Number-Five, 

Third Regiment: Wost Springfield, Westleld, Southwick, 
Granville, Blanford, Marrayfield, 

Vouwth Regiment: Uadley, South-fadley, Granhy, Bol 
chertown, Ware, Greenwich, Pelham, Amherst. 
Tifth Regiment: Deerfield, Greenfield, Charlemont, with 
the Wards’ Grant, Merryfield, Colerain, Baraardston, 
Shelhuine, Conway, Ashfield, Hatheld, Mquivalent, 

Number-Sevon, No-Lown. 

Sioth Regiment: Northtield, Sunderland, Leveret, Shutos- 

bury, Now-Salem, Kevinshie, Montagu, Warwick. 
Piysouri, 

First Regiment: Plymouth, Plympton, Halifix, Kingston, 
Daxborough. 

Second Regiment: Scituate, Marshfield, Hanover, Pem- 
broke, 

Third Regiment: Bridgowater, Abington. 

Hourth Regiment: Middleborough, Rochester, Wareham, 

Bannsraunr. 

Hirst Regiment: Barnstable, Sandwich, Yarmouth, Ful- 
mouth, 

Second Regiment: Wnvwich, Eastham, Chatham, Well- 
feat, ‘Pruro, Provincetown. 

Burson, 

Lirst Regiment; Rehoboth, Swanzey, 

Second Regiment: Dartmouth, Freetown, Dighton, Berk- 

Third Regiment: Tounton, aston, Raynham. 

Hourth Regiment: Aulehorough, Norton, Mansfield, 


Youx, 

First Rogiment: York, Sandford, tha Plantations called 
Cox-Lall and Mossabeseck, and the first Parish in 
Wells. 

Second Regiment: Kittery, Borwiek, Lebanon. 

Third Regiment: Biddeford, Arandoi, Popperelborough, 
Buxton, the Plantation called Little-Ialls, and tho 
second Parish in Wells, 


Duxrs-Counry.—(Blank.) i 


Wonersvrer. 1 
First Regiment: Worcester, Leicester, Holden, Spencer, 
Paxton, (including the naw Parish called Boggy- 
choge.) s 
Second Regiments Lancaster, Uarvard, Bolton, Princeton, 
Third Rogiment: Mendon, Uxbridge, Northbridge, Upton, 
Douglass, 

Lourth Iegiment: Brookfield, Western, New-Braintrea, 
Hardwick, Oakham. ; 
Vifth Regiment: Sutton, Oxford, Sturbridge, Charlton, 
¢ Dudley, (including adjacent lands lying in No-Town.) 
Sivth Regiment: Southborough, Westhorough, Shrews- 
bury, Northborough, Grafton. ‘ 
Seventh Regiment: Rutland, Petersham, Hutchinson, 
Athol, ‘Templeton, Winchendon, Royalston, Hub- 

bardston. ' 
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Bighth Regiment: Lunenburgh, Leominster, Westminster, 
Fitchburgh, Ashburnham, (including adjacent Jands 
lying north of Princeton.) 


Cumpentann, 


First Regiment: Walmouth, Cape-Blizabeth. 

Second Regiment: Novth-Yarmouth, Brunswick, Uarps- 
well, and the new township called Royalston. 

Third Regiment: Scarborough, Goiham, and the new 
township called Pearsontown, and the settlements 
baek of them. 

Fouwth Regiment: Windham, Now-Gloucester, and the 
township called New-Qoston, with the settlements 
back thereof, and the settlements back of Royalston. 


Linconn, 

First Regiment: Georgetown, Woolwich, Topsham, Bow- 
doinham, and the South-Company in the Bast Pro- 
cinet in the ‘Town of Pownalborough. 

Second Reginent: Che North Company, in the Mast Pre- 
cinet, in Pownalborough, and the Company in the 
Wost Precinet in said ‘own; the Plantation called 
Ball's Town, so fir east as Dyer’s River; the Plan- 
tation called Gardineistown; the owns of [uallo- 
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well, Winthrop, Vassalborough, and Winslow, with 
tho adjacent settlements on Kennebeck-River. 

Third Regiment: Tho Third Rogiment to include tho 
‘Yowns of Boothbay, Edgecombe, Now-Castlo, and 
Bristol, with the Plantation called Walpole, and tho 
adjacent settlements an Damaacotta-Poud, 

Fourth Rogiment; Waldoborough, the Plantations called- 
St. Georges, Medumcook, and Camden; the Towa 
of Belfast, with all the setdements on the western side 
of Penobscot-River, 

Vifth Regiment: AM the setiements within said County, 
lying betweon Penobscot-River and Union-River, 

Sith’ Regiments AWW tho settlements in said County be- 
tween the river called Union and St. Croix, 


Banxsume. 

First Regiment: Sheflield, Great-Barrington, Egremont, 
New-Martborongh, Sandisield, Tyringham, Alford, 
Louden, 

Second Revimend: Stockbridga, West-Stackbridge, the 
Glass-Works, Lenox, Richmord, Pittsfield, Danes- 
borough, Jericho, Becket, Hartwood, Pavuridgelicld, 
Gageborough, New-Providenca, Ashawillet, Mquiya+ 
lent, Now-Ashford, Williamstown, Last-Iloosick. 





ONDER IN COUNCI.A 

At tho Court of St, James's, the Qtst day of Pebruary, 
1776, Present; ‘VYho King's Most xcellant Majesty in 
Council. 

Wherons, the time limited by tis Majesty’s Order in 
Connell of tho 22d af November lust, for the prohibiting 
tho exporting out of this Kingdom, or carrying constwise, 
Gunpowder, Saltpetre, or any sort of Arms or Ammunition, 
will expire on tho Q3d of this instant, Medruary: And 
whereas, it is judged expediont, that the said prohibition 
shauld be continued for some time longer, excopt in those 
cases where (for the benefit and advantnge of trade, and 
for tho use aud defence of ships trading to foreign pais, 
and of the transports and victualling vessels employed in 
Ilis Majesty's service) [lis Majesty by his several Orders 
in Council of the 18th and 27th of October, and of the 6th 
and 22d of November, 1775, and of the Sth and 19th of 
this instant, Fedruary, has thought proper to permit and 
allow the exportation of and carrying constwiso, Gunpow- 
der, Saltpetra, Arms and Ammunition, under certain con- 
ditions and restrictions mentioned in the said Orders; Lis 
Majesty doth, therefore, by and with the advice of his Privy 
Council, hereby order, require, prohibit, and command, that 
NO poison, ar persons, Whomsoever, (excopt the Master-Go- 
neral, Licutenant-General, ov principal oflicers of the Ord- 
nance for Tis Majasty’s sorview,) do at any time during tho 
space of throe months, to commence from tho said 23d day 
of thisinstant, Fedruary, presume ta transport into any parts 
out of this Kingdom, or carry constwiso, any Gunpowder, 
Saltpetre, ov any sort of Arms or Ammunition, or ship or 
Jado any Gunpowder, Saltpetre, or any sort of Arms or 
Aninunition, on board any ship or vessel, in order to truns- 
porting tho same beyond the seas, or carrying the samo 
coustyiso, except in the cases comprised within tho afore- 
mentioned Orders in Council of the 18th and 27th of Oeto- 
er, and the Gth and 22d of November, 1775, and of tho 
5th ond 19th of this instant, Jebruary, without leave or 
permission in that behalf first obtained from Lis Majesty, 
or his Privy Council, upon pain of incurring and suffering 
the respective forfeitures and penalties inflicted by an Act 


passed in the twenty-ninth year of his late Majesty’s reign, * 


. Intituled, “An Act to empower His Majesty to prohibit tho 
exportation of Saltpetre, and to enforce the law for empow- 
ering His Majesty to prohibit the exportation af Gunpow- 
det, or any sort of Arms and Ammunition ; and, also, to 
empower His Majosty to rostrain tho carryiug coastwiso of 
Saltpotre, Gunpowder, or any sort of Arms or Amnuni- 
tion; and the Lords Commissioners of Ilis Majosty’s 
‘Trensury, the Commissioners for executing the olties of 
Lord High Admiral of Great Britain, the Lord Warden 
‘of the Gingue Ports, tha Master-General of the Ordnance, 
and His M ajest ’g Secretary at War, are to give the neces- 
saly directions herein as to them may respectively apper- 


tajn. 
: Gc mepwXND- 


ORDER IN GOUNUIL, 

At tho Court at St, James's, the 281h day of Hebruary, 
1776. Presents Tho King’s Most Wxcollent Majosty in 
Council. 

Whereas, the lime limited by Tis Muajesty’s Proclama- 
tiou, of the Bd of January last, “ for oncouraging Soamen 
to enter thomselves on board Ilis Majosty’s ships-of-war,” 
will expire on the 29th of this instant, #edruary; and 
wherens, it is jadgod expedient for Tis Majesty’s service, 
that tho several encourngements thereby given should re- 
main and continuo jn force for some time longer: Lis 
Majesty doth, thevafore, by and with the advice of his 
Privy Council, hereby order, that the time limited by tho 
aforementioned Proclamation be prolonged and extended 
from the suid 29th day of this instant, February, to tho 80th 
day of April next, inclusive ; and that the bounties and re- 
wards thereby given and granted bo continued to be paid 
unuil the said*g0th day of April; whereof all peisons con- 
cerned are to inke notico, and govern themselves accon|- 
ingly G. Cunrwynp, 


——— 


MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAIN FULFORD. 
(No, 21.) Annopolig, Petnunry 21, 1770, 

Sin: Krom an opinion of your knowledgo of cannon, we 
have thought proper to appoint you to prove thoso to 
be siniliad this Province, by Messrs, Samuel and Dantel 
Uughes, and roquest you will immediatuly repair for that 
purpose to their works at Antietam. We ancloso you an 
order on the Committee of Obsorvation for the Middle 
Diswict of Hrederick County, for what powder may he 
wanting, and will dufray any expense you may necesstuily 
incur on that sorvico. The commission for Mr. Massen« 
back, to be Second Lieutenant, you will please to deliver 
him, and give him proper instructions how to act with re- 
gard to the company of Mutrossos, during your absence, 

We are, &e, 
To Captain Lulford, . 


JACOB YOUNG TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY, 
Frodovioktown, Fobruury 21, 1776, 
Gextirnen: Finding, by the resofves of Inst Conven- 
tion, that commissioned officers of Minule-Men are ox- 
cused from appearing among the Militia in a lower station, 


T take the liberty of applying (o you for the following com-, 


missions, for myself and my inferior officers, that we may 
convince the most prejudiced that wo are jusily entitled to 
the above indulgence : Jacob Young, Captain ; Peter Grosh, 
Virst Licutenant; Archibald Doyd, Second Lieutenant; 
Rezin Davis, Ensign, ee 

Tam, with much respect, gentlemen, your very humble 


peLeanhy Jacon Youna. 
To the Council of Safety, of Maryland, 


ari’ nie 


5 
t 
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OFFIORRS OF THE THIRD BATTALION NOW RAISING IN TUL 
PROVINCE OF NEW-JERSLY. 

Elias Dayton, Colonel; Anthony Walton White, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel; Francis Barber, Major. 

Captains: Samuel Potter, Josoph Bloomfield, Peter 
Dickerson, Thomas Patterson, John Ross, Anthony Sharp, 
‘Shomas Reading, William Mugene Emley. 

Airset Lieutenants: Rynear Blanchard, Josiah Seely, John 
Mow, John Andorson, idward MeMsbell, Stephea Dan- 
ham, Samuel Flanagan, Richud Lloyd. 

Second Lieutenants: Josiah Quimley, William Gifford, 
David Tuttle, William MeDonold, Rulf Gill, Richard Cox, 
Jun., Samuel [fazelet, Danicl Pearson. 

Ensigns: William fen Broeck, &beneaer Elmer, Ed- 
ward Patterson, Comelins Monson, Nathaniel Leonard, 
Thomas Corthy, Robert Hagan, Idgar Gildat. 

Samuel Sheppard, Adjucant; William Nauanoss, Quar- 
termaster, 


JOSEPH ROBINWON TO NEW-YORK CONGRUSS. 
Jumuica, Long-Istind, February 21, 1776. 

Sins Treecived a letter fiom you (as Prosident of the 
Provincial Congress) desiring me to collect what evidence 
J can against those persons that were taken up here in our 
County, by order of the Continental Congiess, and to tians- 
mit the same to our Convention, to prove that they are 
inimical (o our glorious contest, and of their seeciving pow- 
dev. J think the Congress is furnished with tho strongest 
and cloarest proof that can ho desired: their own publick 
opposition, and their many publick publications against the 
mode pursuing by the United Colonics ; and, likewise, their 
awn acknowledging the reaciving and getting pawdar, I 
think as cloar proof as can be desired to prove them ene- 
mies to ou cause ; so cloar that even our own Convention 
publickly published thom as such, und summonad, I believe, 
tho major part of those gentlemen to appear belore the 
Congress and answer for their conduct; which summons, 
sir, they despised and refused to obey. Mr. Peter Clowes 
is a proper person to refer you to for information of their 
conduct concerning tho suninons, and who were present 
when he went among them. ‘To prove those of the gen- 
tlemon (who live in our rewiehiy boing vory industrious 
in riding to persuade the ignorant te oppose ‘is, tho Con- 
gress need only summons any of our inhabitants here, 

As this letter will he read jhublickly, 1 cannot, consistent 
with ny safety, publickly namo persons who would be pro- 
per evidences; but I think Colonel Heard can inform tho 
Congress of thosa that received and distibuted out the 
powder, Whatever I can evidence, I shall readily oboy 
the summons af the Congress, 

Tam, sir, yours, and tho Congress’s vory humblo servant, 

Josuri Rosinson, 
To the New- Yorke Congress, 


GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
(Road Maroh 4, 1776,] 
Albany, Fobruary 21, 1776, 

Sin: I forgot yosterduy to montion, that I thought it 
highly expedient to direct the Commissary-Goneral to send 
Deputies into Canada, in order to put that branch upon a 
proper footing thera, I fear that for the want of such per- 
sons as understand the business, all (vill run into confusion, 
if it is not alveady so, 

Mr, Livingstan lins just informed mo that My, Price 
intended to apply for the Commissary-Generalship in Car 
nada. Y immodint ly sont a note to Mr. Price, but he bad 
Jeft town; if ho had informed me that he had such an jn- 
tention, | should not have hesitated to have recommended 
the appaintmeut, as such au oflicar is much wanted in Ca- 
nada, and Mr, Price is cortainly entitled to it. 

Tshall, however, direct Mr, Laving'ston to send on Mossrs. 
Swari aud Benson, who aro tho persons he has appointed, 
and if the Cominissary-Genoralship is conferred on Mr. 
Pries, he may omploy them as his Deputies, if he finds they 
will serve. “s 

‘Lam, sit, most respectfully, yqur obedient, humble ser- 


want, Putney Sonuycer, 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., &o. 
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GENERAL SCHUYLER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS, 
Albany, Fobruary 21, 1776. 

Sin: Mr, Payne has been omployed during part of last 
campaign in the artillery way; he seems active and lively, 
and if you have not already appointed the officers of the 
Artillery company, it might be well to employ him, as ho 
expresses a desire for the service, aud is willing ta vetura 
imunediately into Canada, 

[ am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Puirap Scnuyier. 


To the President of the New-York Congress, 





GENURAL WOOSTER LO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
(Road March 5, 1776.) 
Montroal, Fobrunry 21, 1776, 

Goxatnaun: Our distressing circumstances, together 
with the fatal consequences we have reason to apprehend, 
for want of hard money, have induced me to send my 
Sceretary, My. Cole, ta you, to bring forward what can be 
instantly procured. Provisions and wood cannot be ab- 
tained, nor can we pay for the transporting of any thing, 
but with hard cash, which, if we are not immediately sup- 
plied with, we must cither starve, quit the country, or dis- 
graco our army and the American cause, by laying the 
country under contribution ; thero is no athor alternative. 
We have not by us half money cnough to answer the press 
ing demands of the country people, ta whom we are in- 
debted. By the middle of Afareh, or a little later, we shall 
not be able to pass with any thing up and down this coun- 
try; our flour is already ina manner gone, and every ather 
kind of provision soon will be, yet a largo supply must bo 
sent to the camp before the romls are impassable. Our 
friends hore can supply us with specie no longer; our credit 
sinks with the inhabitants, Mr. Walker und Mr. Price 
will inform you more fully the absolute necessity of supply- 
ing the army before it is too late; a few days delay, at this 
critical time, may be attended with fatal consequences,  [ 
understand there is a quantity of pok at Fort George, 
which I have desired General Schuyler to forward across 
tho Lakes; whether he will do it or not, 1 cannot say; I 
hope he will. Being certain that the Congress want nothing 
but information of tho necassities of the army, in order, as 
far as possible, to supply them, I now take the liberty to 
give the necessary information, and am, with the greatest 
yespect, gentlemen, your most obedient, and very humble 


| 
servant, Davin Woosren. 
Lo tho Honourable Continantal Congrass, 


GONERAL GREENE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Proypoot.JTill, Fobraunry 21, 1776, 

Colonel Marnum and Colonel Bond haye made choicd 
of My, Davids for Chaplain for their Regiments: Colonel 
Liiteheockt and Colone! Little hove made choice of the 
Rev. Mr, Nodle as Chaptain to their Rogiments, providing 
your Jixcollency approves thereof, 

Tam, with due respect, your Taxcellency’s most obedient, 


hamble servant, Naruanier Greene, B. Gi. 
To His Excellency General [Vashington. 


VIRGINIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, 
In Committoo of Safety, Williameburgh, Fobruary 22, 1776, 

° My. [alter Hatton, of Accomack County, being taken 

up for trial by the Committee of that County, as having 

written a lotter to Nathuntol Cofin, Esq., containing sun” 
timents vory unfriendly to tho rights of America, an extract 
from which was published in Mr, Purdic’s Guzetta of the 
Qd instant, was, at his own request, referred by the said 
Committeo to the determination of this Board. Mr. 2daé- 
ton accordingly appeared, and, being shown tho manusaript 

extract from the said letter, transmitted from Philadelphia, . 
deolared himself woll satisfied that it was faithfully taken 
from the original, and was willing tho Committee should 
proceed to his trial upon that as his letter, He, at the 
same time, expressed his contrition for-haying written. the 
letter, and his intention, in future, (0 conduct himeelf with- 
out offence. Whereupon, he was desired to retire, and re- 


Oe. 


1471 


doo to writing what he was willing to say an that subject, 
and deliver it in tho next morning. He accordingly, the 
noxt day, gave in the following paper, viz: 

" Whereas, 1, in November last, wrote a lotter to Na- 
thantel Cofft, Lisq., af Baséon, wherein | mentioned sun- 
dry things disrespectful of the American cause 5 FF therefore, 
do now freely acknowledge my imprudence in“so doing, 
and am sorry for the same; and J lo hereby further agree 
aud promisa, that, for the future, (during the present un- 
happy dispute between Great Britain and America,) I will 
not, eithor by writing or speaking, give any information to 
a person in power, or any other person whatsoever, pre- 
judicial to the American cause; but, that I will conduct 
myself entitely, henceforward, so as to give no occasion of 
offence. 

*Witiamsburgh, Februury 22, 1776." 


Which being satisfactory to the Committee, Mr. Hatton 
js discharged, and recommended to tho friends of America 
to he restored to the peace and protection of society, so 
long as ho observes the iule of conduct he has promised as 
aforosaid ; and, it is Ordered, That these proceedings be 
published in the Virginia Gazette. 

For the Comittee: 

Epmonn Pennurron, President. 


“Waurer Harron. 


Northaupton County, Virginia, Mobraary 22, 1776, 

About 1 week ago two Minuto Companies arrived hero 
from Maryland—ono from Kent County, wader the com- 
mand of Captain illiam Henry, tho other from Queen- 
Anne, under tho command of Captain James Kent. ‘Chey 
avo two vory fine companies, extremely woll armed, having 
Amongst them many gentlemen of fanily and fortune, and 
are exainples of goad discipline and subordination, ‘Lhe 
day after their arrival, the Committee met, and addressed 
them as follows: 

To Captain Wisssam Uneny, and Captain Janne Kerr, 
and the Troops under their command. 

Genvinmus: Tho Committeo of Northampton County 
bog leave to congratulate you upon your salto arrival into 
this County, after a fatiguing march, al this rigorous season, 

When gentlemen of easy fortunas, such as the compa. 
nios we have seen from your Province, and who can enjoy 
at home every convenionce and clegance of life, enter 
thomsolves voluntarily to serve thelr country, by andertak- 
ing a tedious march at en inclement season, and cheerful 
submitting to overy incanvenionco consequent thereto, it 
cannot be doubted that they aro actuated by the noblest 
principles; they ave justly ontided to tho thanks of their 
country, and woe hope Providence will ever crown them 
with honour and success, 

The peaceful stato which this onco happy County over 
enjoyed, till the present unnatural, thongh unavoidable con- 
tost, renders us totally unprovided for the proper recoption 
of a number of armod men; and we hope, geutlemon, you 
wil] consider the very inditleront accommodations which 
you meet with here as solely owing to this cause, and not 
from want of rospect and attention to your circumstances, 
We, however, beg leave to agsure you, that nothing in our 
edits shall bo wanting to promote your convenience and 
lappinass, which the situation of our County will pornsit, 
in fall confidence that you will, at all times, during your 
residence amongst us, cheerfully co-operate with this Gom- 
mittee in maintaining good order and regularity in this place, 
and in opposing the dangerous designs of all the seeret and 
avowed enemies of American liberty, * 
. Fo which the Committes received the following Answor : 
Hoad-Quortors, Northampton Conrt.1ouge, 

Vobruary 22, 1776. ; 
Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Committee for Nowrnt- 
aneron County, Vincinta: 

@ return thanks lor your yory polite Address to us, 
and the cornpantes under our command, upon our arrival at 
this place, as, algo, for your nitention in making tha neces- 
ay Provision for our redoption, ° 

mpressed with a lively sense of the duty we owe (o our 
country, and animated with the glorious cnnse of Ameriran 
liberty, we cheerfully left our habitations, thinking no difi- 
oulties too much for a people to encounter who were de- 
‘tétmined to die or live free, and shall osfeem ourselves 


aq 
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happy in proportion (o the services wo shall be able to ran- 
der tho Colony, and this County in particular, 

We are not insensiblo of the many inconveniences at- 
tending the accommodation of soldiers in a country hitherto 
a stranger to war, and with pleasure we find your agsiduity 
has conquered these difliculties, and made our residence 
easy and agreeable, ° 

‘0 assured, gentloman, we shall bo always rendy to give 
you any assistance in aur power, consistent with our sluty, 
to preserve good order and regularity; and shall be at all 
times thankful for your advice and directions in the execu- 
tion of the trust reposed in us, espocinily as wo are strangors 
to what is and may have been transacted in this place. 

Woe beg leave to subscribe ourselves, with the grontest 
respect, gentlernen, your very obedient servants, 

Winiram Henny, 
James Kener, 


MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO BALTIMORE COMMIETER, 
[No, 22} Annolis, Fobruary 22, 1776, 


Gryvvemen : The repeated instances you have given of 
your rendiness to co-operato with us in such measures as 
we have thought conducive to the interest and security of 
this Province under our present unhappy circumstances, 
have proved very acceptablo, and the information communi- 
ented by My, Stonuel Purviance, Jun. by your order, that 
you will assist in providing shot suitable for the cannon, for 
which we have tho pleasure to hear you have engaged a 
number of woukmen in making wheels and carriages, agrees 
able to our requisition, when at Baltimore, affords us youl 
satishnetion. Confiding in your veal and diligence, wa re- 
quest you will immediately employ somo ablo and skilful 
person in supplying a sufficient quantity of ball proper for 
Chose guns 5 aud'as we ave advised some of the shot furnished 
the ship Defence are not round, that you will bo particularly 
attentive to the cnsting of them, and receive none but what 
ave truly formed and fit for service, Wo haye not yet been 
wrote to by Me, Hughes, for a Proofiaastar to try the can- 
non he agreed with the last Convention to furnish for the 
uso of this Province, or had any satisfactory information in 
what forwnrdnoss they aro; however, ns we are nnxious to 
expedite this business, and presuric Mr, Zlughes must have 
run some ofahem by this time, we have appointed Gaptain 
Fulford to approve them, and have wrote bim upon the 
subject; ant foun a wish te have overy thing in readiness 
againat the guns aro brought dowa, wo desire you will im 
mediately contract for fit and proper carriages for them, to 
be supplied as expeditiously ag they can, We are, &e. 


‘Yo the Committeo of Obsorvation for Baltimore County, 


CHARLES CARROLL 10 MANYLAND COUNGH, OF SAFETY. 
Mount Chuo, February 23, 1776, 

Genrrunnn: The enclosod was sontto my house at A 
napolis, and by my clork sant me up hero, Mr. Llughes, 
by what he has heard, supposes thera may ba twenty nina 
pounders cast by this timo, though ho has not, since wa 
saw hin at Baliimere Town, received any letter from his 
brother, Thera will be, he tolls me, one thousand and 
eighty pounds of powder wanting to try them all; one hun- 
dred and eighty weight for the twenty nine-pounders, and 
nine hundred for tha fifty cighteen-pounders, at the weight 
of the ball in powder for cach gun. ‘This, [suppose, must 
be ordered from £redericktown ; however, you will con- 
sidor whether it may bo necessary to send the powder for 
the eighteon-pounders tll all or some of them at least ba 
cast. You will observo what he says about the kinds of 
powdor. } suppose that sent from Annapolis to Frederick 
was proper for cannon, if not, { do not know that we have 
auy 3 the only method then wo can fail upon, must be to 
diminish the quantity in proportion to tho strength; this, 
collectad from him, was what he desired, I really do not 
know any porson of experience and knowledgo that we 
could appoint to attend the proving of them, and tying of 
their boxes, to find whether they wore clear gf material 
flaws. Major Pierce, if he bo with you, porhaps may be 
able to inform you of ope, Mr. Hnghes mentioned Mr, 
Steel and Mr. Baird; if they undorstand it and will be 
pleased to undertake it, I am sure I shall not have the least 
objection to them, Mr. Cummings waits on you with his 
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bond; he has made some alterations ; if you agree to them 


FT shall have no objection, 
Tam, gentlenen, your most obedient, humble servant, 
Crrantis Cannon. 


To the Conneil of Safety of Maryland, 
* GOVERNOUR OF PENNSYLVANIA 'TO THE ASSEMBLY, 
“Thursday, Mebi nary 22, 1776, 
Genriumen: In consequence of your mossage of the 
26th of November last, founded ona letter addressed to 
you from the County of Northumberland, respecting the 
“Connceticut settlers at Wyoming, | took the earliest oppor- 
tunity of giving orders to the Magistrates of that County to 
put the lawsof this Province in execution in their County, 
Lhe letter f have since recoived from tho Magistrates and 
Sheriff, which L have ordered the Secretary to lay before 
you, will inform you of the staps they took in pursuance of 
my order, and of the unfortunate event of their proceedings, 
As a considerable expense miust have avisen on this at 
tompt to execute theelaws of’ tho Govornment, T doubt not 
you will readily make provision for deftaying it. 
aot Jou Pury, 
THY GOVERNOUR FROM NORTHUMBURDAND, 
Sunday, Docomber 30, 1775, 


Sm: Tn pursuance of your Honou’s letter of the 25th 
ult, the Magistrates of this County delivered into the bands 
of our Sheiifl warrants and other legal processes aninst a 
numbor of persons residing at yoming, in this County, 
who have been charged on oath with the most illegal prac- 
ticas, and some of them with the greatest crimes, ‘Lhe 
Sherif, apprehensive of resistance, judged it prudent to 
raise the Bosse of tho County ; a body of near five hunted 
mon accompanied bim to tha neighbourhood of Fyoming, 
where they were met by some peoplo fiom Fyoming, (one 
of whom was said to be an officer ;) to these men tho in- 
tention of the Sheriff and his Posse was sufficiontly ox- 
plained, and tho strongest nssurances given that no violence 
or molestation should be oftered to any person submitting 
to the laws. ‘The Sheriff proceeded, however, but a little 
farther, whon he was most unexpectedly fired upon—ono 
mun (Augh MeTVillians) killed, and theo others danger- 
ously woundod. Jt was soon found impossible to force a 
passage on (hat sido of tho river, as the Narrows, natu- 
rally strong, had been fortified with the greatest care, and 
wore lined! with numbeys of inen, to which ours bore no 
reasonable proportion, An attémpt was made to cross tho 
river, with design, if possible, to arrive at the settlement of 
the persons against whom process had issued, without fur- 
ther molestation, ‘This attempt was, for greater secrecy, 
made in the night. When the boats had early reached 
tha opposite shore, and were entangled in a margin of ice, 
too thin to boar tho weight of a man, they wore, without 
any previous challenge, fred upon ropentedly by a party 
from the top of the bank, Jesse Latins received a mortal 
wound, of which he is since dead. Sundry others narrowly 
osenped, Asa landing could not he effected, the boats re- 
turnad, Balled in this second attempt, the weather being 
intolerably severe, and receiving information that tho per- 
sons “vo Wished to arrest were the chief in command jn 
their breastworks, it was thought advisable to desist from 
any further attempt, The boat with the wounded men 
was fired on, while within gunshot; a constant fire was kept 
up on our men from the opposite side, whilo they retreated 
through a long narrows; one man only, however, was 
wounded, in the arm, 

» Wo,are sorry to igform your Honour that a very consi- 
derabla expense is incurred in this unfortunate affair. We, 
however, hope that the other branch of the Legislature will 
show the samo rendiness, in properly resenting this daring 
insult on tha Government of the Province, which we have 


ever experienced in your Honour, 
Wo aro, with gront respect, your Honour’s most obedi- 
° 


ent, and most hhmble servants, 
; Wiss Sounn, Sheriff, 
oa : ect Sanuer, Hannis, Coroner, 
te Wiytam Pourxer, 
7 Sanuen Hunren, 
Mrenarn Troy, 
Joun Warrzen. 


Fourrn Senms,~Vots tv, 


LETIER VO 
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Lo the Honourable the Representatives of the. ’reemen of 
the Province of Pennsyivanta, in General Assembly 
met The Memorial of the Committee of Safety. 
fe ‘Jn Corhmitioe of Snfuty, Philadolphia, February 22, £778, 
dine Remnittes havo, ever sineo their appointment, ap- 

plied thetisolves with the greatest zeal and fidelity to the 

important trust confided to them, in providing manns for 
the defence of this Province ; they wee, however, such 
means only as were thought moid immediately requisite 
for our scourity against the attempts made by a naval ar- 

Mament, and were, besides, neco-sarily confined within the 

limits of the fands alloued to them by your honourable 

House ; but they bey leave to represent, that, as overy day 

brings with it fresh proofs of the violence of the British 

Ministry, and of their fixed purpose to subdue the fiee 

vet of America, that hus yet given such obstruction to 

all their schemes of tyranny’ und despotisin—-a purpose as~ 
sisted, too, by an obsequious Parliament, which may not 
speak the genuine sense of the nation, though it has, wn 
happily, the diection of its force, it truly becomes us to 
prepare seriously for the storm gathering over the Colo- 

nies, and whieh, in the uncertainty of its course, may, I 

8 few weeks, full upon this Province, ‘Chis being the idea 

of the Committee, they have come to tho following reso- 

lution, claiming the most earnest attention of your honour 
able House thereto: 

“ Resolved, That application bo mado to the honourable 
the House of Representatives, praying Chat they will (ake 
oriler for the raising of two thousand men to net in the de 
fence of this Provinces s and this Board will represont it as 
their opinion, that they will be most for the publick ser 
Vice, that one Battalion of Regular ‘Troops bo formed out 
of that number, and the remainder be a body of Rifle- 
men.” 

Tho Committee bog loavo to solicit your attention to 
Rnother abject, also of extensive importance—the Military 
Associntion ; the general sentiments concerning swhich, they. 
have, in the recess of Assembly, had an opportunity. © 
collecting, and though such nambers alread ly have, and, we 
hope, will still engage in it, under its present form, as may 
Prove @ considerable addition to our strength, yet, as there 
are material objections made to it,and, as thoy understand, 
are to be Iwil befare your honowiable House by divers re- 
Spectuble bodies of men, they submit to you, whether it 
will not bo highly oxpediont, aud consistent with good 
policy, immediately to remove evary cause of discontent on 
this hand from the minds of the Associntars, who, under 
An apprehension of partial and unequal bnedens imposed on 
them, have, nevertheless, bad the virtue not to refuse their 
services to theit country, in confidence that your honour- 
able House will reconsider the several provisions and regu~ 
utions complained of, und give them satisfaction therein. 

By ordor of the Conimittee : 

Anexanpnn Witcoexs, Chairman. 


ORANGE COUNTY (new-vonx) COMMITTER TO PROVINCIAL 
CONGRESS, 
In Comnitteo, Fobruary 22, 1776+ 


Genriusen: Upon receiving blank warrants, the Com 
mitice are now met to Aequiesee with the request of Con- 
gress to fill them; but debates ensuing which of the officers 
on nomination for raising two companies should have the 

reference and have the warrants made out, on motion, 
it was cntried that the warrants be retiwned, and the Con- 
‘yross to use their discretion, as our doing otherwise would in~ 
Volve us in heated parties and preainct disputes ; we, thero~ 
fore, pray you will not impate this mensuro to want of 2 
to do every thing in our power for tho general good, an 
do catnestly desire the honowable Congress to fill up the 
Warrants as may scam meet to you, or otherwise furnish 
ua with one othor sot of warrants, as each of tho parties in 
nomination have spent much time in making advances to- 
wards raising their respective companies, which will extyi- 
eae us out of the difficulty we now labour under... ® 

We are, gentlemen, your humble sorvants, - 

Davin Pre, 4 
Deputy Chairman of County Committer. 
Joun Conenan, Deputy Clerk. 


To the President of the Provincial. Congress, New- York. 


z 
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E,W. KIERS TO THOMAS SUIT. 

' Mavorstraw, New-York, February 22, 1776. 
Sim: A very disngreeable division is like to break out 
amongst is on necount of two companies agiced upon by 
the Committee to be raised at the south side of ‘the moun- 
tain, Captain Amos Iuichings and Captain Ary King, 
‘were recommended by the Committee. Mr. £futchings 
‘has, to my knowledge, been at a great fatigue and expense 
already, in engaging a number of heaty men in order to 
have his company full as soon as possible: he has about 
fifly men ready engaged. Captain Ary King has also an 
inclination to serve his country. We have but one set of 
Warrants como up. We are at a very great loss how to 
act, Ef you will be instrumental in obtaining two sets of 
warytnis for this side of the mountains, whieh, I think, will 
be the only meaus of settling all division in these parts, 

you will greatly oblige your most humble servant, 
i. W. Kinns. 


[A copy of the above was directed to Jesse Woodhull.) 





GENERAL LEE TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
{February 26, 1776, roferred to Mr. MeKean, Me. John Adams, Mr, 
L, Morris.) 
New. York, Fobrunry 22, 1776, 

Sim: Last night Thad tho honour of receiving yours, 
with the resolves and commands of the Congicss, which 1 
shall obey with the greatest zeal and alacrity, aud all: pos- 
sible expedition. ‘The confidence reposed in me is ex- 
tremoly flattering, and 1 shall labour to deserve thei good 
opinion. 

Aslam yot very weak and tender, after my illness, I shall 
take the liberty to romain here a few days, at least until L 
am able to walk and ride with a tolerable degree of ense, 
which, at present, Lam incapable of doing; in fact, yen- 
turing upon a journey in tho state Lam in might risk a ye 
Inpse, which might totally incapacitate me from being of 
any service in that part of the world or elsawhere. 

Tho cannon ordered by the Congress to Canada, shall 
be fitted out and despatched without loss of time 5 the Pro- 
vincial Congress ave now preparing (he means. Mortars 
there are none, which is very unfortunate, as in tho attack 
of towns they are absolutely necessary. 

1 was much disappointod, sir, in not being joined by a 
hattalion fiom Philadelphia, as [was taught to expect. I 
did not apply for them merely with a view of opposing Mr. 
Clinton with the troops he should bing with him. [bad 
sufficient, and more than sufliciont force to cope with him, 
but it was agreed, in the conference held with the ures 
gentlemen who were here, as a Comittee fiom the Con- 
gross, that it would be necessity to retrench a camp in 
Long'-Island, capncious enough to contain at least three 
thousand men; and although it was thought impracticable 
to fortify the sea sido of the town against shipping, it was 
wllowed and dotormined to be expedient to throw up divers 
works in the city and its environs, in order to prevent (ho 
onomy’s gotting possession of jt. ‘Io accomplish these 
works, sit, nota small number of hands are requisite, Our 

resent numbers are so fer from being adequate to the 
usiness, that they are scarecly sufficient to mark out the 
works, and, at tho same time, do the necessary garrison 
duty, As to the Minute-Men, no uccount ought to bo 
made of them. Had Theen as much acquainted with them 
when they were summoned as I am at present, 1 should 
have exerted myself to prevent their coming. The expense 
sof these gentry is most intolerable, They have, upon en 
average, about two men to one officer; but the expense of 


“Ssmikeir subsistence is not all; the loss of powder to the pub- 


Nick is dreadful. ‘They leave their homes without a grain; 
they expect, and must bo supplied out of the publick ma- 
gazines; when they return they carry it with them. Upon 
the whole; sir, 1 cannot help exprassing my wishes, that 
tha Congress will find means of establishing one great Con- 
tinental regular army, adequate to all the purposes of do- 
fence. Every consideration, that of economy as well as 
security, dictato the measuie, 

At present, we have hero Lord Stirling's, Waterbury’s, 
and Ward's Battalions. Waterbury's and Ward's aro only 


» riplisted to the 12th of March, Jn eighteen days, thora- 


aforg, the whole force will consist of Lor] Stirfing’s Rogi- 


a 


, ‘ment, tot quite five hundred men fit forvduty. “own I 
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tremble for this important place; T cannot help fearing that 
the enemy will bave possession of it, J subinit it to the 
wisdom of the Congress whether a foree should not he ime 
medintely provided to prevent so fatal an event. If they 
depend on the four regiments ordered to be raised in this 
Province, they will, 1 am afiaid, be cruelly disappointed : 
for, from all those L have conversed with on the subjeos, 
many months will be required for their completion, if they 
are over completed. 1 hope you will excuse my beiwg so 
difluse with respect to New-York, [ thought it my duty to 
be particular on so important a subject. 

I have a favour to ask of the Congress. Doctor Lague, 
who is settled at Luirfield, in Connecticut, is a Brench 
gentloman of ability, probity, and skill in his profession. 
Ile knows Canada very woll; is known and esteemed 
there. He spoaks Erench and Jénglish with great case 
and fluency. He is extremely desiious of accompanying 
me, If, sir, there is a possibility of placing bim in the 
Hospital, but in a station and rank proportioned to his pre« 
tensions, T apprehend he might nat gnly be of great use to 
me, but to the publick, If the Hospital is already dispased 
of, T should think it wath whilo to appoint him to some 
other office. 

Before I conclude, sir, L ought te apprize you that a very 
considerable number of the guns we took from the 'Batte- 
sy are absolutely unlit for service, ‘he enclosed is a revarn 
of those chat ave good, and those that may be used on oe 
casions 

Lun, sir, with tho greatest respect, your most obedient 


SOryUy Cuantns Lin, 


Yo the Wonournble John Lfancock, Wsy., President of the 

Continental Congiess, 

QUNERAL UGATH CO GENERAL WASITINGTON. 
Camp at Cambridge, Polruny 28, 1778, 

May rr preage your Exonsmncy: [some tine since 
reported that Colonels Prescott and Phinney had chosen 
the Revorend Mr. foster for the Chaplain for thoso regi- 
ments. ‘This choice js but temporary, as it is at present 
uncertain whether Mr, Josfer can be absent from bis own 
Parish for more than a month or two. LT now beg leave 
further to r¢port, that Colonels Greaton and Baldwin hava 
made choice of the Reyerend Mi. Barnum for the Chaplain 
of their regiments, « 

Tlaving five regiments in the brigade under my com- 
mand, Colonel Sargent fuds it*dificult (o join another 
rogiment, at present; and, as theo are nine regiments in 
the camp at Rowdury, ono of them must, of necossity, join 
with somo regiment in this camp, and, as the sitvation of 
Colonel Prescote’s regiment seems to point out that as the 
Most proper one, it hag been proposed that sach a junction 
take plaeo, and that Colonel Saryend und Colonel Pitnacy 
should join, ‘This, however, seams at presont a Site em 
bariassod, on account of the uncertainty of Mv, doster’s 
continuing tho wholo campaign. 

All which is humbly submitted, by your Exccllency’s 
most humble servant, 

W. Hearn, Brigaidier-General, 


To Ilis Excollency Ganoral Washington, 


tg! 
GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL LEE eh, 
Cambridgo, Pobtupry 22, $776, 


Dear Sir: I fully expected, by the two last posts, to 
have received your favours, with an account of the men~ 
sures you have beon, and are pursuing, for tho defence of 
New-York, and of such occurrencts as you might have 
thought worthy of notice; as 1 did not, nor got several 
other letters which 1 expected, I cannot but suppose they 
have been intercepted at some of the oflices, or by some 
accident prevented coming to my hands. 

T need not mention my impatience (o hear from you, and 
bog that you will write mo by every opporiunity. ; 

Tam, dear sir, &c., 


Gronan Wasfninaron, 
To General Lee, ye : 


e + 
GENERAL WASUINGLON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 
Cambrldgo, February 22, 1776, 
Governour Trumpute sn my letter to you of the 19th 
i ; Le 


& 
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instant, | mentioned that {was sorry to find that there were 
come but forty-two hundred and seventeen pounds of pow- 
der, instead of six or cight thousand I had expectations of, 
Thad taken my information from Governour Cooke’s letter, 
which, upon a reporusal, t find mentions that weight, in- 
cluding the casks. 1 have sinco had it weighed by the 
Sommissary, an oxact return of which you have enclosed, 
by which you will see that the nett weight is three thousand 
fivoshundred and seventy-seven pounds; five hundred and 
sovonty-seven pounds thereof will be placed to the credit 
of your Colony, and the wholo settled for in whatever man- 
ner will be most agreeable, 

I have just received a letter fiom J. Luntington, 
Esq., with the agreeable account of his having forwarded 
tivo tons of powder to this camp, by your order. Accept, 
sir, of my thanks for this seasonablo supply. When it 
avtives J shall send you an account of jt, and, when you 
point aut the mode, it shall be paid for, or replaced, in the 
manner you and the rest of your Legislature shall think 
proper. . 

Thave nothing new at present to communicate to you 
from henee, but you may be assured that I am, with great 
esteein, sir, your most obedient sei vant, 

Geoncr Wasuineron. 
To Governour Trumbull, 


JOUN LANGDON VO NEW-IAMPSII COMMITERE OF SAFETY. 
a Portsmouth, Fobruary 22, 1776, 
Gunrvenen: [havo just onrolled nearly one hundred 
men fi tho Ship-Yard, and havo ordored every mn to 
attend tho muster at an appointed time, with a good fire. 
arm, powder, and ball, some of which are already com- 
pletely aquipped ; but, as there is no powder to be had, 
only what is in the publick stores, would sabmit it to the 
consideration of the honourable Committee, whether it 
would not be best to order that those men who are not 
supplied already, to be supplied by tho publick, when oc- 
casion requires, ot, if it is best, for each to appear with one 
half pound of powder in his horn, for which a receipt to be 
takon, and if it is not returned, or made use of against the 
enomy, to pay double of tho valuo at this timo, which 1 
will stop out of theiv wages; which [ think will effectually 
prevent waste, and put thoso who have no powder apon 
tho same footing with thoso who have but their own am~ 
munition, J think [may with safety servo the Colony in 
this mattor, and not in the least interfere with the Conti 
nental business, 1 should bo glad to have some answer 
from tho honourable Committes relative to this matter, as 
1 have ordered avery man to bo roudy for musteriug by 
such aday, and should be glad to have overy man far 
nished, 
Tam, with groat respect, your most obediont servant, 
Joun Lananon, 


To the Honourable Committee of Safety of the Colony of 

New-Llampshire, 

. sWillismaburgh, Virginia, Fobruary 23, 1776, 

Two paragraphs from Lord Dunmore’s Virginia Ga- 
zette, (as he enils it,) printed on board his own ship, Jeb- 
ruary 3d, 1776, may serve to’ show us what is tha wish, 
and, we should presume, the intention of the Ministry : 

“TL hope dhat the British spirit is not so debased, that, 
for o little temporary interest, aud precarious tranquillity, 
you will give up your dignity and honour, and rendor your 
nation conlomptiblo in the eyes of all Lurope. No, let 
them feel what it is t9 provolco and insult a great and pow- 
erful people, who have so Intely astonished tho world by 
their achievements. When they return to their duty and 
sue for pardon, fet the conditions be: lay down your arms, 
daliver up your leadors to just punishment, retire quietly 
to your homes, and submit to the Legislature of your pa- 
rent states . 

«Do not sink, my Lord, under the glorious struggle ; 
let not igndminious accommodation with our rebellious and 
ungrateful Colonies fade and tarnish your country’s glory, 
apd efface the remembrance of your former great conduct ; 
let difficulties animate you to the utmost exertion of your 
powers, You have the confidence of your Sovereign, the 
support of the most independent Parliament that ever sat 
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within those walls; you have the wannest approbation of * 
every wise and good man, tho body of the nation is with 
you, and you may command their natural force” 

{tis true, these aro only extracts from the Publick Ad- 
vertiser, hut they were addrassed to Lord North, and have 
a strong resemblance to his and the King’s speech; and I 
will remark here, by-the-by, that these oxtracts were pub- 
lished and circulated by Lord Dunner seven days alter 
the date of his friendly letter. 

A writer [in Dunmore’s Gazette] who signs himself Can- 
didus, supposed to be one Hinlayson, a young Scotchman, 
formerly a shopkeeper in this city, who was genteclly 
caned by a cerlain Captain, some time before Captain Foy 
left tho country, introduces the letter, from which the above 
extracts are made, in an claborate piece, in which he com- 
plains of the publication of falsehood and concealment of 
truth, in all the newspapers except the one his Lordship 
has pressed into his service, (and a few othess,) and which 
Candidus is supposed (o superintend. 

“T must do you, sir, the justice [says he to his printer] 
to say, that your press docs not come within the descrip- 
tion above given, being, undoubtedly, much in favour of 
American measures; it is the moro necessary at this time, 
in order to give room for such truths and wholesome advice, 
as cannot otherwise be conveyed to tho ans of the peo- 
ple, or is not, though tho prostitute presses at present on 
the Continent, 1 am insensibly drawn into these reflec. 
tions, while | meant to convey to you tho following paper 
to be published, from the Publick Advertiser.” 

But, to return to the subject of a reconciliation: Ame- 
rica, finding that tho British Parliament, not content with 
restraining her trade within the most narrow bounds, had 
procecded to drain her, by internal taxes, of the little cir- 
culating cash she had, remonstrated and petitioned in vain 
against such unjust and oppressive acts, and tesalved * to 
contract herself within her little sphere, and be contented 
with her homespun,” and, to usa the words of the Pirginia 
Petition to the King, this is all wo did, and all we threat 
ened, and for this tho vengeance of an avaricious and ty~ 
rannical Adininistration has been poured out upon us, The 
national debt is so enormous, tho expense of dependants 
and pensioners so heavy, that the Ministry could not think 
of leaving it to Ameriea to determine what part of it sho 
would pay off; thoy thought they should stick at nothing 
to carry into execution the plan they had so inuch at 
heart, and which would make them absolute masters of the 
property of every man in America, to the lightening of 
their awn burdens, the satis(ying their avarice, and gratify 
ing their lust of power, Ience, they could not seruple to 
encourngo Fidians, und Staves to assist in their bloody 
plan of crushing and enslaving us, 

It is evident that Administration, whatever it may do 
now, nover wished for an accommodation ; every step that 
they have taken was evidently calculated to preclude oll 
hopes of it; it was their interest, wish, and tntention, on 
the supposition that they could conquer America at a littl 
tisk and small expense, to force us into rebellion, to have a 
pretence for subduing and enslaving us, and glutting their 
avarice with the forfeited estates in America, As the Mi- 
nistry could not wish for an accommodation before their 
disappoinimont, wo have somo reason to be on our guard - 
during the negotiation, especially as thoy seem determined 
to send out a powerful armament with their Commission- 
ers. ‘They are determined to treat with us with the sword 
at our breasts; wa should, therefore, be armed with a 
shield, and, with drawn swords, be ready to parry the 
thrusts which may be made at us, if we should refuge to 
submit to some insulting proposal. 

Let no one think me an enemy to aecommodation ; [ 
only caution my countrymen against being thrown off their 

uard, for I confoss I suspect the sincerity of the Ministry, 
hat occasion have they to send over Commissioners, 
floets, and armies, if they intond to repenl tho acts we 
complain of? We asked but for ‘ peace, melt and sg 
cugty,” and promised to disband our troops and roto 
a full and free trade with Great Britain, if the King would 
recall his troops and the Parliament rapeal.the obnoxious 
avis, What requests could be more reasonable? What’ 
easier for Britain to do? If this had been done, all would 
be right; there could be no room for fears and suspicions 
on our part, and we should bave been bound in honour, and 


* ‘ 
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have fulfilled our promises in (ho petition, and, without any 
delay, or expense of a negotintion, peace and happiness 
would instantly be diffused throughout America, : 

T fone this fleet and armament can never bo the haibin- 
gers of pence; therefore, howover ardently LE wish for 
pence, I most earnestly recommend it to my countrymen 


to be prepared for war. A. Vinatntan. 


MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO TUE SEYENAL COMMIT 

, TERS OF ONSERVATION, 
(Ne. 23] Aunapolis, Febraary 23, 1776, 
To Committees where only Fifty Men are stationed : 

Genriumen: Wa perceive, by the proceedings of the 
Convention, that one-half of Captain ein Beall's com- 
pany are to be stationed in your County, We understand 
the officers of ‘that company are diawing their men toge- 
ther, and are desirous of knowing where they ac to bo 
stationed, so as to answer the purpose intended. We know 
not where proper houses can be got in your County, and, 
therefore, request you would make inquiry, and Jet us know 
your senfinonts, where the men ought to be stationed, and 
whether convenient houses can be got for thea 

Annapolis, Febroury 23, 1776, 
To Commitices for those Counties where whole Indepen- 
dent Companies were stationed: 

Ganrnnoten: Agrecable to the resolves of the Inst Con- 
vention, an Independent Company is to be stationed at such 
place in your County as the Council af Safety may think 
propor; bit, as wo aro not so well acquainted with your 
Bonny a9 to determine where thoy tay bo most conve 
niently posted, we shall bo glad the Commites of Obser- 
vation would tako the matter under consideration, and give 
fig their gontiments of the plaice which may best answer 
the intended purpose, Wo we, &e. 


RICHARD BARNES 1O MARYLAND COUNCIL OF BAPRITY, 
Lconardtown, February 23, 1776, 
Guncremen: Agrecable to the directions of our Com- 
mittee, 1 send you, by Lioutenant Neale, seven gun-locks, 
which are all we have belonging to the publick., I have 
also sont you some gold, which bo kind enough to give 
him paper money for, Philip Reed, Second Licute- 
nant in the Leonardtown company of Militic, has desired 
loave to resign his commission, as being very inconvenient 
for him to attend; should, therefore, bo ald you would 
appoint Bennet Combs, in his place, (who is Musign in the 
company) and James Williams, Wnsign. ‘Lhe company 
bolongs to tho twenty-first batialion of Militia, Lf agrae- 
able, send tha commissions hy Mr, Neale, 
Wo have reavived no powder, as yet, ftom Charles 
County. 
+ Lyamain, gentlemen, your humblo servant, 
i Rienany Banyes. 


To the Hotionrable the Council of Safety of Maryland, 


— 


FRODERIOK RIUINELANDER TO PEPER VAN SCITAACK. 
Now-York, Fobiuary 23, 1776, 
Dear Sin: At my return fiom Philadelphia, L had the 
happiness to receive your long lettor, Aslam to consider 
it as an answer to mine, of six anda half lines, Lam the 
more obliged to you for its contents, = 
I forbear to mention the distressed state of this once 
“~imppy city. Though General Lee has evory thing to re- 
‘domnmend him as a General, yet I think he was ont of luck 
Wlien he ordered the removal of tho guns from the Battery, 
ns it was without the approbation or knowledge of our 
Congress} consequently, the inhabitants were unprepared 
for so melancholy an ovent, ‘The inclemency of tho wea- 
ther heightened our distress, Tho wind, too, was so high, 
tht the rivers could not be crossed, but with the utnyast 
hazard, Samuel Bayard was made prisoner, The Se- 
rétary’s office is removed to Nicholas Bayard’s, where 
Sanuel is yet under a guard. Mr, Stevens is made pri- 
gover by the. New-England troops, and sent to Eurtford. 
A flag.was sent on board the Asia, with a proposal to ex- 
E ‘4 

_ change Sevens for a New-England officer, takenby the 
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Asia, last summer. No answer has been seut, General 
Clinton bas gono to the Southward. It is sald be expects 
to be joined by seven thousand troops fiom the other side 
the wator, 

Genoral Lee is taking every necessary step to fortily 
and defond this city. ‘Phe men-of-war are gone out of 
our harbour; the Pheniv is at the Wook; the Aste lies 
near Bedfow's Island; so that wo aro now in a stato of 
perfoet peuce and security, were it not for our appietien- 
sions of futuro danger. ‘l’o seo the vast number of houses 
shut up, one would think the eity almost evacuated, Wo- 
men and childien avo seacely to be seen in tho streets. 
Troops are daily coming ing they break open and quarter 
themselves in any houses they find shut up, Necessity 
knows no law. Private interest must give way to the pubs 
lick good. Mr. Jacob Halton was ordered to remove, 
and give up his house, which is now occupied by the sol- 
diets, 1 have not moved an article out of town yet, though 
[have taken a house for my family, ata place culled Pa- 
ramus, he Speaker has desired ye to get w place for 
him in the same neighbourhood. f think it will be out of 
the route of the Army. 

We are going to taise a new battalion, Colonels Lasher 
and Gouverneur Morris avo candidates for the command. 
As both the gentlemen have great merit, itis hard to tell 
which will succced, 

General ice is ordered to tale the conmand at Canada ; 
Genoral Schuyler to command at Naw- York, 


“4 " 
Yours, Wen, Freperwk Rinwenaypun, 


— 


ROBERT BOYD, JUN., TO NEW-VOIK CONGRESS. 
Now-Windsor, Pebrunry 23, 1776. 


Gryrienen: Your favour of the 12th instant came salo 
to hand, and Fnote the contents; but am ata loss to aseey= 
tain oxactly what number of gun-barrels, &e., T evn fare 
nish by the Ist of ae, ag therein requiied. 1 hope, at 
or noar that time, to havo as mauy completed as will pay 
up the publick money [ received, and then propose wait 
ing on the honourablo Congross, and determine whether [ 
nm to proceed any further, or not; but am inelined to think 
I shall not, on the strength of the old contract, as by that 
contract thevt is no fixed number to be made, only a defi- 
nite number given, if that could bo completed within six 
months. At the time I edatracted, my ideas relative to 
executing the business were exgcedingly erroneous. —T 
thought ono month would bo suilicient for preparation in 
order to begin the business; but, with sundry bindianees, 
four months elapsed before that could be dona,  L ulso 
thought there would bo na dificulty in procuring hands 
who understood the business, or, if thera should, | could 
procure comuien smith, who, in a little time, would loarn 5 
but found myself egregiously disappointed in both these 
opinions. Jn relation to the first, 1 sent both to Hinst, and 
West, in order to procute hands, but found them all om- 
ployed on such terms as rendored it aut of my power to 
vomovo them ; and in relation to tho second, the difficulty 
arose from my being circumscribed within the narow limits 
of a few months, and could not foresee what would take 
place at the end of that time; therefore, could not, without 
a manifest risk, pursue that mode, as it is no trifling afluir 
to teach a number of hands in a business they are wholly 
ignorant of, at a private expense, without having sych:a 
kind of certainty of prosecuting it ns will, in tho end, rein« 
burse the expense acerued in teaching them. 1 believe no 
reasonable man will doubt the sincerity of my intention of 
carrying on the business to a considerable extensiveness, 
when they seo that I have boen at oné hundred and twenty 
pounds expenses in preparing for it; and I do think there 
is not such a “-~ in this oy any of the neighboming Go- 
veruments, (that hath come under my viow,) for conve~ 
nience in carrying on tho business aforesaid. “But this ane 
swers very little purpose, when the superintendent thereof 
must employ his own fingers at evory piced of business that 
is done init. But, even in this ease, more mightghave been 
done, had not much of my time been.spent in attendance 
on publick business, which it was out of my power to 
avoid, 

As I_ have imposed on tho patienca of the honourable 
Houso in proceeding to this length, therefore shall now 
conclude, with only observing, that if the honourable Gens 
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gress think it proper, I will immodiately wait on them, and 
then inform thea wore fully, concaining this aflvir, than is 
consistent with the length of a letter, Hf not, I shall 're- 
main at home till I get the before-mentioned barrels, &c., 
completed, 

{ am, gentlemen, with all duo esteem, your most obedi- 


ent, humble servant, Rournr Born, Jun, 


To «ho Honourable the Provincial Congress for the Colony 
of New-York. 

N. GB. Ehave the number of barrels, &e., before-men- 
tioned, in band, fit for boring; but my works have been 
so frozen up this whole winter, that L could neither baie 
nor grind. 


GENERAL SCIUYLOR TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
{Road Mareh 4, 1776) 
Albany, Fobruary 23, 1776, 

Sm: At two, yesterday afternoon, an express arrived 
here, in threo days, trom General /ooster, and brought 
nro a letter, of which the enelosed is a copy. 

I was apprehensive that we should meet with diMiculties 
in supplying the Army in Canada with provisions, as L had 
beon informed that much waste had been committed; and, 
on the 29th ultimo, 1 desived General Mooster to “ send 
nie a return of the names of the Commissaries of Provi- 
stons now in Canada, and to advise mo how the Army 
was supplied with provisions.” Lam, in sentiment, with 
him, that it is necessary to sond a quantity of provisions 
immediately 3 for Lam morally save that our cause will 
sufler, if it is not done; and, as the winter is on tha point 
af leaving us, a delay may bo dangerous. 1 shall, there- 
fore, venture to send four hundred bares of pork, without 
waiting the determination of Congress, although it will cost 
us not less than three pounds a barrel to transport it to 
Montreal, and, evon at that rate, it will bo very difficult to 
procure sleds, as there is hardly any forage lefi_ in the 
country, No time is, also, to bo lost in forwarding the 
cannon, and what military stores aie at ‘Eeonderoga and 
Crown-Point; they will, however, be of little service, un- 
less a considerable quantity of powder is immediately sent. 
What is gono is very trifling. 

T fear J shall not ‘be able to get shoes madetin this part of 
the country sufticient, even, for tho troops that are now on 
their march. Lam informed there are none in Canada, 
and our troops will be proutly distressed for thom unless a 
largo number are sent into Canada, as soon as the Lakes 
are pasenblo by water, 

Colonol [ynteoop, to whom T have paid the expenses 
accrued by the prisoners in Ulster County, has shown mo 
a resolution of Congress for their futuro subsistence, Would 
it vot bo well if Congiess was to determine how much 
money should be allowed, instead ofta ration, as the priso- 
ners are quartered upon the peape, who cannot find them 
with the articles allowed by Cofgress, 

As tho Commissary-General cannot possibly furnish our 
troops with all the articles allowed them, I shall make an 
estimate of what such as he cannot procure will amount to, 
ahd order an equivalent in the other species: this is be- 
como negessary, as 1 have alrondy had applications for milk 
money, &c. 

Yesterday, Captain Solomon, one of the chiefs of the 
Stockbridge Indians, brought me a letter from Mr, ZEd- 
wards, of Which tho following is a copy: . 

“ Stockbridge, Mebrnary 20, 1776, 

«Dear Stn: The bearer, Captain Solomon, with this, 
wails upon you to give information of the disposition of the 
Jidians in this Town, and to take your directions con- 
cerning their going against our cnemics in Canada; the 
refusing their proflered service, is an afi of delicrey, to 
which you will readily attend, 

“J dm, dear sir, your friond, aud most obedient, hum- 
lilo servant, — «Timorny Epwanps.” 
-1 Solomdh urged me.to let the Stockbridge Indians go to 

lanada. { considered it ag a matter too deliente for me 
to decide upon, and told him that I would Jay his request 
‘before Congress, Efe hinted that they would expect pay, 

* General Washkingion, in a Setter of the 27th ulumo, 
says, “ I am a litle embarrassed to know in what mannor 
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to conduct myself with respeot to the Canghnawaga In 
dians now here. They have, notwithstanding the ‘treaty 
of neutrality, which I find they entored into with you the 
other day, (agreeable to what appears to be the senso of 
Congress,) signified to me a desire of taking up arms in 
behalf of the United Colontes, The Chief of them, and 
whom, I understand, is now the first man of the nation, in+ 
tonds, as it is intimated to me, to apply to mo for a com- 
mission, with assurance of rasing four or five hundred men 
when he returas.’ To which, E answered; “It is ex- 
tremely dificult to determine what should be done in what 
you mention respecting the ofler mado by the Caughnas 
waga Indians; but, if you can get decently rid of their 
offer, 1 would prefer it to employing them, ‘Tho expense 
we are atin the Indian Department, is now amazing; it 
will be more so when they consider themselves us in out 
service, nor would their intervention be of much eonse- 
quence, unless we could procura that of the other natians.” 
T am very confident that we should be justified in em- 
ploying the Savages, since the Ministry have made attempts 
to engage them against us, and if no other consideration 
prevented, | should be for it; but, besides the yensons I 
have given to General Mashington, 1 may add, Uvat they 
will consider our employing them is of necessity, and thay 
will look upon themselves of more consequence than they 
really are, and rise in their demands upon as. 

Thave not yet reecived any nails, and my carpenters 
will soon bo out of work, unloss 1 employ them in procur- 
ing Ginber for an additional number of battcaus. 1 Gnd 
mauy more of last year’s ave gone than I imagined. Please 
to let me have the direction of Congress if | should go be» 
yond one hundred, and how many. 

On boud of the vessels which were taken near Montreal 
on the 19th of November, seven hundred and sixty barrels 
of pork, and six bundred aud seventy-five of flour, weto 
found; a quantity sufisient, of tho fist article, to have 
served two thousand men to the 3d instant, of tho other, 
to tho 22d ultimo, A considerable quaatity had been 
taken a month before at Chambly; a large quantity was at 
St. John’s; Budel’s and Warner's detachments had pro- 
visions bonght for them; much has been bought since the 
surrender of Montreal; hence, a waste ar embezzlement 
must have taken place, I ean easily account for the loss 
by only imputing it to tho inability of the Comuissaries, 
and the culpablo inattention of the officers, I gave orders 
Inst year, whieh, if they had been complied with, would 
have prevented this evil and extra oxpense in sending sup. 
plies. 1 bava mado additions to these orders stu sent 
then into Canada, [have sinee drawn others; copies of 
which I shall transmit as soon T can find a littl times but 
all this will have vo effect: Commissaries of reputation 
must be procured—imen chit may bo depended upon, aud 
gentec! pay allowed 5 unless we havo such, the next cans 
paign will be still mora oxpensive in this article than tho 
Jast; and I believe ten thousand pounds will not more 
than pay tho waste and embezzlement. . 

Enclose you a letter from General Arnold, ‘That gen- 
teman bas acquainted mo with the contents. Congress 
will see that he agrees with me in tho necessity of sending 
a Committee into that country. 

I have employed persons to collect all the hard money 
in this quarter on my own personal security. Yam in 
hopes of procuring two or three thousand pounds in that 
way; whatever (he same may be, 1 shall immediately 
transmit it to General [Pooster, who must stand in great 
aced of it, as our paper money will not, by any means, 
pass. Lam informed that our soldiers offer to pay three 
dollars for necessaries to the value of two only. “Thig jgueen 
an alarming circumstance, and I fear will be attonded with 
no less consequence than that all the men whose time will 
expire in April, will leave Canada, 

St. Luke la Corne arrived with Major Melchior, and 
some other prisoners are since come. [ shull sond them 
all to Ulster County, there to romain until the farther onde 
of Congress. - ad 

1 am this moment informed that some nails are arrived 
from Canada, and a considerable quantity aye on their way’ 

The shipwrights, to construct the, sedis in Eudsou’s 
River, are not yet arrived. These vessels will be greatly 
wanted. Me Oe ie 

Colonel Mynkoop inclines to continue in the service, J 
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do not know an officer more attentive to his duty, and more 
careful of the publick stores, 
. None of Colonel Burrell’s Regiment yet arrived. 

A Mr. Deary, of this town, has, a3 ho informs nie, 
brought cloth suflicient for five hundred tents. If Congress 
should not have otherwise provided, this might be pro- 
cured; but here are not a sufliciont number of persons to 
bo got to make thom up, 

Tam, si, most respectfully, and most sincercly, your 
obedient, humble servant, Bhim Sougiced: 


To the Honourable John Iancock, &c., &e. 


Montroal, Fobruury 19, 1776. 

Sm: The Paymaster has arrived, but has brought no 
hard cash with him. We can buy no provisions or wood 
with Continental currency, yet they must be had, and that 
before tho middle of March; alter that tine, there will bo 
no passing up and down this river for three or four weeks. 
Porhaps the expedition may fail for want of supplies. Flour 
may be purchased for nine livres per hundred weight. We 
ought to purchase a quantity of beef also. What we havo 
will now soon be gone. I understand there is a quantity 
at ZWeonderoga. | think it very necessary that it should 
be pushed over the Lake immediately. I need say nothing 
mote than inform you that there is not one thousand left 
of the money which you sent us, and that will be gone in 
a vory fow days. I hopo our friends will not suffer the 
enterprise to fall through for want of it. 

Lam told there is a Mr. Brazier, a gunner, at Crown 
Point, who may be, doubtless, spared fiom there, and will 
be much wanted at Quedeck, 

1 shalt bo obliged to you if you will be goad enough to 
inform me, whether there are any Lwvelye or twenty-four. 
pound shat, or eight-inch shells, at Z¥eonderoga ov Crown- 
Point ; if there are, we shall be very glad to have them sent 
us; thoy will bo much wanted, Wo have, at i$. John’s, 
a twenty-four-pound, and several twelve-pounid cannon, 
and an cight-iach howitzer. It will not bo worth while to 
take them to Quedbeci*, unless wo have shot and shells for 
thom, 

‘ Tam, in haste, your most obadiont, humble servant, 
Davin Woostun. 
To Major-General Schuyler, 
QUNERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDEN OF CONGRESS. 
Alluny, Fobrumy 23, 1776, 

Dean Sur: Goneral Tooster has given mea very hand- 
gome character of Mr. Melchior, I should be guilty of in 
justice to the young gentleman, if I did not mention it to 
you, Ife was, also, recommonded to my attention by Go~ 
nerals [Pashington and Lice. 

Tan, sir, your most obodiont, humble servant, 

Punir Scnuyien, 


To tho Honourablo John Llancocl, lisq., &o. 


Worcestor, Massachusvlts, (Friday,) Marah 1, 1776, 


Wo aro told a gentloman, who came out of Boston Inst 
Friday, veports, that the enemy have taken away thoir 
mortars from Bunker's Lill, and carried them to Boston ; 
that a Council of War had been held in Boston for several 
days; that General lowe had advised tho Mandamus 
Counsellors to go to England, and the Tories to leave the 
stown ; that all the vessels in the harbour that were not in 
the King’s service, were taken up to transport_the ‘Tories? 
vand hair effects ; and that it was surmised in Boston, that, 
“*ettchld another battle ensue, and the Regulars be defeated, 
they ,tvould set fire to the town, and remove to some other 
part of the Continent, 
Jt isa prevailing opinion that something oxtraordinary 
will ura up in the course of a fow days, 


ence 
aaa NEW-ITAMPSUIRG COMMITTER OF SAFETY, 
. oo Saturday, January 20, 1776. 


_ The General, Court of this Colony having nppointed a 
naw Committee of Safety, consisting’of the following per- 
sous, vizt Meshech Weare, Nathaniel Folsom, Ebenezer 
Phompson, Philips White, Josiah Moulton, and Pierce 
Loong Esq., they proceeded to business. & 
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Appointed the Honourable Meshech IVeere, Chairman. 

Ordered tho Receiver-General to pay Iseacd Morey and 
John Bellows, Msquires, three thousand two hundred and 
cighty-seven Pounds twelve Shillings, being for two months 
wages of tha Regiment now rising for Canada, 

Ordered tho Treasurer to pay Morey and Bellows aforo; 
said, six hundred and thirty Pounds, for procuring Provi- 
sions, Billeting, &c., for which they are to necount, , 

Sunday, January 91, 1776, 

Delivered Colonel iFuite, four Warrants lor Captains to 
inlist men, and Oiders as Liewtenant-Colonel. Copies filed, 

Delivered Colonels Morey and Bellows, Orders for pro- 
curing Necessaries for Colonel Bedel’s Regiment. Copy 
filed. 


Monday, January 29, 1776, 
Met—not Members enough present to proceed to busi- 
11033, ° 


Tucaday, Janumy 30, 1776, 

Took into consideration a Letter received from the Chairs 
man of the Conmmitice of Portsmouth, requesting leave for 
Captain Sylvester to loud Boards for Rhode-Island, and 
determined the request could not bo granted. 

Ordered the Recciver-General to pay Samuel Adeinson, 
one Pound elaven Shillings, for his time and expenses going 
after Colonel Bedel, 

Potitions being proferred by Captain George Turner, 
and Lieutenant Thomas Liekering, complaining of each 
othor: 

Determined that Major George Gains bo desired to 
reeeivo from Captin George Plumer, the Jield-Piecos, 
together with the Stores belonging to them, and deposite the 
samo in some safe placo till further orders. | 

Ordered the Quartermaster to deliver Colonel Horey 
seven hundied and twenty Gun Ilints, for the uso of Col- 
onal Bedel’s Regiment. 

Gave directions to Colonel Morey to request Jongthan 
Blanchard, Fsq., to muster and pay Captain Aref aus 
Town’s Conypany their ndvance money. 7 


— ‘ 


. Wednosday, January 31, 1778, 
Orilered the Reeviver-General to pay Colonel Lhorn- 
fon and Captain Moulton the balance of their Account, 
for going as a Committee to wait on General Mashington, 
four Pounds threo Shillings and one Ponny. + 


By desire of General Sidlivan, gave an Order on tho 
Receiver-Gonornl, to puy Major Peter Coffin, for advance 
to pay a Rogiment raising under Colonel John Taldion, 
for which said Sudan is to account, ona thousnod three 
hundred and ninoty-oight.Pounds cight Shillings. 

Wrote to Jonathan Blanchard ond John Bellows, Esqs,, 
by expross, to forward the inlisting Colonel Bedel’s Rogi- 
wont. 

Ordered Colonels Morey and Bellows to pay each Sol- 
dior whom they should muster, being an able-bodied effec- 
tive man, woll accoutred, forty Shillings, lawful money, as 
a bounty and two months’ pay to each Commissioned OM« 
cer; also, one month’s pay to each non-Commissioned 
Officer, and a Soldier, at the rates established by the Con- 
tinental Congress, and assist in providing for, and forward- 
ing the Regiment with all speed; ond make return of your 
doings with all speed to the Goneral Court of this Colony, 
or Committee of Safety, You are likewiso to observe thut 
the Soldiers that receive the Colony Guns, aro to bo in- 
formed that they are to allow one dollar for the use of tho 
same}; and should they not return them at the end of the 
campaign, they are to allow therofor forty-five Shillings, 
Jawlul money, each; and the Officers aro to taka care thot 
the above stoppages are mado upon making up'tho Pay- 
Rolls. Thoso Guns manufactured in New-Hampshire wo 
be sixty Shillings, * 

Wrote to Thomas Sparkawk, one of the lata Commit 
tee of Supplies, to come and close his Account. 


Gaye Major Welch an order on the Receiver-Generdl 
for one Pound, for going express to Merrimack”! 0 os 
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‘Thursday, February 1, 1776, 

Ordered Captain Titus Salter to deliver tho Field-Pieees 
and Stores, lately took fram Captain Lerner, to him again, 
without delay, 

Wrote to a number of ‘Towns who have been deficient 
in sending in the number of Inhabitants, to do it without 
delay’, 

Ordered the Treasurer to pay George Gains the balance 
of Its Account exhibited this day, amounting to sixty-nine 
Pounds five Shillings one and thiee-fouths of a Penny; 
his whole Account, not extibited, because many bills out, 

Ordered the Treasurer to pay Major Gatus, to be by him 
accounted for, as Quartermaster, one hundred Pounds. 

Ordered the Treasurer to pay Colonel Morey one thou- 
sind Pounds, to buy Snow Shoes, Blankets, Hatchets, and 
Rum, for the Canada Regiment. 

Friday, February 2, 1776, 

Spent in writing gq number of Letters, and waiting for 
Colonel Bedel. 


Saturday, February 3, 1776. 

Filled up Continental Commissions for Colonel £edel’s 
Regiment. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Theophilus Gil- 
man, for Axos and Eatchets, seventeen Pounds five Shil- 
lings. 

Orderod ditto, to pay Messrs, Zhurstin § Jones, for 
ditto, seven Pounds seven Shillings and six Pence. 

Ordered ditto, to pay Messrs, Ruedled & Son, for ditto, 
twenty-eight Pounds seven Shillings and four and-a-half 
Peneo. 

Ordered ditto, to pay Richard Champney, for his expenses 
after Tin Kettles, one Pound two Shillings and ten Ponce, 

Gave orders to Colonel Morey to ba Paymaster to Col- 
onel Bedel’s Company, Lieutenant Lhornion’s, and Kusign 
Wheelers ; and ordered the Treasurer to pay him ono hua- 
dred and forty Pounds ; lilewisa to pay Colonel Morey tho 
balance of his Account, sixty-three Pounds seven Shillings 
and three Pence. 

Gave orders to Major Gains to muster, Sader’s and 
Daniels’s Company. 

Adjourned to Tuesday, ton o'clock, 


* "Puosday, Februnry 6, 1776, 


Not Mombers onongh present to proceed on business, 
Wednoaday, February 7, 1776, 
Ordered the Treasmer to pay the Roll of Captain Peter 
Coffin, amounting to ninety-four Pounds twolve Shillings 
and five Pence, stopping from Captain Coffin, thirteen 
Pounds two Shillings. 
Thursday, Fobruary 8, 1776. 
Ordered the Treasurer to pay Captain William Cooper, 
his Pay-Roll, six Pounds seventeen Shillings and six 
Pence, 


Koa Friday, Februnry 9, 1776, 


Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Captain Henry 
Jilitins, iis Pay-Roll, one hundred Sul efensoh Pounds 
seven Shillings and four Pence, 

2 Gave liberty to Captain William Furnald to proceed to 
»Philadelyhia, Virgiyia, Maryland, ov North- Carolina, he 
Sqiving % bond to the Commitice of Safety of the Town of 
Portamouth, with sureties, in a sufficient sum, that he will 
by no means break or intrude on any Resolyo, or declara- 
tion of the Continontal Congress. 

Ondéad the Receivor-Genaral to pay Colonel Mbenezer 
“Folsom, the amount of expenses of the Zadians who came 
hero from Head-Quaiters, three Pounds two Shillings and 
fivé Pend, 


eSaturday, Fobruary 10, 1776, 
Ordered the Treasurer to pay Mr. Nicholas Nichols, 
twenty-four Shillings, towards his expenses in transporting 
the Indians, 
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Ordered tho Treasurer to pay Socretary, Matthew Lhom- 
ton, his wages, and price of tations as mado up in the Roll, 
amounting to eighteen Pounds nineteen Shillings and avo 
Ponce. 

‘To the following persons, soldiers in Osgood’s Coupany, 
the sums set against their unies, being in full of their wages, 
exclusive of Coat money: Andrew Ilealy, three Pounds 
fifteen Shillings and three Pence; Solomon Thdd, four 
Pounds nino Shillings and eight Pence; John Wallace, 
four Pounds nineteen Shillings and one Penny; Stephon 
Bethel, six Pounds eleven Shillings and nine Pence ; Join 
Ryant, nine Pound six Shillings and wvo Pence; Duncan 
McGregor, cight Pounds seventeen Shillings and two 
Pence; Joseph Latch, seven Pounds thirteen Shillings 
and one Penny. 

Ordered the Recciver-General to pay Joseph Ayers, to 
be by him accounted for out of his expense, in transporting 
the Jndians, six Pounds. 

Ordered tho ‘Treasurer to pay Abner Chamberlin the 
sum of sixteen Pounds eleven Shillings and four Pence, for 
going express to Canada to carry money to Colonel Bedel. 

Ordered the Treasurer to pay Captain James Osgood 
his own wages, price of rations and stoppages, out of the 
soldiers’ wages, accounted to his Pay-Rell ; also the wages, 
&e., due to Ezekiel Walker, George Kentfield, Supply 
Waller, Ebenezer Green, Nathaniel Ieastman, Benjamin 
Ileath, Leonard Werryman, Jonathan Johnson, Barnes 
Llaxelton, Fexekicl Stickney, John Moore, Joseph Colby, 
Zephaniah Petty, Daniel Chandler, Jonathan Dresser, 
Abicl Messer, Daniel Emerson Cross, Thomas Spring, 
Archibald Sterling, 

Ordered the Receiver to pay Mv. Theodore Carlton ten 
Poands three Shillings, for the expenses of Indians, &e., 
whilo at his’ house. 

Ordered the Receiver-General, Mr. Ebenezer Green, to 
pay the following sums, being stoppages, viz: 

To Captain Parker, fifty-two Ponds seven Shillings 
and six Pence, Bo es 

To Colonel Bedel’s Company , Lieutenant Abner Palmer, 
seventy-seven Pounds nineteen Shillings and seven Pence, 

To Colonel Bedel’s Staff-Roll, nineteen Pounds four- 
teen Shillings and one Penny. 

Ordered the Recoiver-Goneral to pay Mr, John Noble 
six Shillings, for bringing a Letter from [ead-Quarters 
from General Washington, 

Ordered the ‘Trensurer to pay Captain JoAn Parker his 
wages, ae of rations, and stappages, amounting to ono 
hundred and fifty-vine Pounds thirteen Shillings and ten 
Ponce. 

Also, Lieutenant Asa Patice’s wages, sixteen Pounds 
ten Shillings and seven Pence; John Pattee, ten Pounds 
nine Shillings and five Peneo: Joseph LMurwel, cloven 
Pounds three Shillings and ten Ponco ; Alexander Packer, 
eight Pounds seventeen Shillings and ten Pence; Hélliam 
Duriah, ten Pounds eleven Shillings and four Pence ; Sa- 
muel Packer, ten Pounds six Shillings and six Pence; 
James Thompson, ten Pounds one Shilling and six Penco ; 
Stephen Lowell, eight Pounds eight Shillings and threo 
Pence; Samuel Gault, six Pounds fifteen Shillings and 
eight Pence ; Asa Pattee, Jun., two Pounds two Shillings 
and nine Pence ; Samuel Smith, four Pounds nine Shillings 
and nine Pence ; John Loring, six Pounds nineteen Shil- 
lings and eleven Pence. 
« _ Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Colonel TYmothy 
Bedel, soven hundred and cighty-five Pounds, lawful mo- 
ney, to bo by him delivered to dsrael Morey, Esi., to pay 
off the Troops at Cohasset. : 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Zreed Lracy 
thirty-six Dollars, for bringing twelve thousand five hundred. 
Dollars from Philadelphia, and delivering tha same to said 
Receiver-General. ; 

Ordered the Recciver-General to pay Colonel Timothy 
Redel forty-cight Pounds nineteen Shillings and two Pe 8 
lawful money, for supplying the sick of four Companies, 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay olon Timothy 
Bedel fifty Pounds, lawful money, in Go ‘d and Silver, to 
he by him accounted for. 4° 


Ordered the Receiver-General to pay “Captain James 
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Osgood thirteen Pounds seven Shillings and six Pence, for 
expenses attonding the sick of his Company, 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Pierce Long one 
hundret! Pounds, to he by him accounted for as Barrack- 
master. 


Sunday, February 11, 1776. 


Spont in fitting off despatches lor Colonel Morey, Colo- 
‘nol Bedel, and the Canada Officers. 
Puosday, Fubmary 13,5776. 
Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Doctor Josteh Gil- 
man his account for doctoring the Zidians, ono Pound six 
Shillings and nine Pence. 
Wotnosday, Fotysasy 14, 1776, 
Ordered tho Recciver-General to pay Samuel Brooks, 
Jun, for his time, expenses and horse-hire, to Tlamplon 
and to Portsmouth, ex pross, for a cariinye and tan, to curry 
the Indians to Suncook, it being very stormy, fourteen Shil- 
lings. 


5 Thuraday, February 15, 1776. 
* Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Captain Titus 
Salter’s Roll to each man, respectively, ho haymg avcownt- 
od for thveo hundred and sixty-two Pounds eighteen Shil- 
lings and elevon Pence, per ns Reecipt to the ‘Treasurer. 
Likewise, ordered him to pay his short Roll, of thisty-nina 
Pounds sixteen Shillings und nine Pence. 
Friday, Fobryary 16, 1776. 

Ordered the Reoviver-General to pay Stannol Cutis, vs 
Commissary, three hundied and twenty Pounds, to be by 
him agcounted for. 


Sintraday, Pobruary 17, 1776, 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Nicholas Nichols 
thirty-five Shillings, for'Lvucking while ut Portsmouth, 

Orderod the Receiver-General to pay Mr. Benjamin 
Partridye fourteen Pounds one Shilling and four aud-a-hall 
Peneo, lor placing Iire-Rala, &o. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay tho Roll of Cap- 
tnin David Copp, for his Company at Portsmouth ; at tha 

» same timo to deduct out of Captain Coppy’s Roll threo 

Pounds ho received in advanco, and forty Shillings paid 
Lieutenant Gilman, . 


Ordoved the Reeeiver-General to pay Captain Letphalet 
Daniel’s Roll to onch man, up to the Bist December, ho 
* Yaving secountad for two hundved and thirty-four Pounds 
cighteen Shillings and ten Pencg, received, ns per his Roll, 
at the Tvonsury. 
Ordared the Reeviver-General to pay to Mr. WRichard 
_ Champney for his timo, horse-hire, and expenses, going to 
Milton alter Paper to print Money on, threo Pounds tou 
Shillings and six Ponce, 
Onlered the Recsiver-General to pay off tho Roll of 
* Captain Joseph Parsons, for his Company at Lortsmouth, 


Ordered the Recoiver-Genoral to pay the Rall of Cap- 
tain Lliphalet Daniels up to the 17th February, inclusive. 


‘Tharedny, Fobruary 92, 1776, 
_ Ordered the Receiver-General to pay the Roll of Cap- 
tain Jacob Mebster ; also, to pay Captain Webster two 
Pounds one Shilling and one Penny, for stoppages. 


SwerOrdered the Receiver-Genoval to pay Captain Titus 
Solter’s Roll, made up to the 16th February, inclusive. 


“Ordered the Receiver-Genesal to pay Doacon John LHI 
seventy-ong Pounds nineteen Shillings and six Ponce, boing 
the cost, aflor making the necessary deductions of two pair 
of Fire-Rafis, mado nt Berwick, and for delivering tho 
same at Portsmouth, 


Ordered the Reoeiver-Geneval_to pay Captain Moses 
* Baker one hundred and wwonty Pounds and six Pones, 
being the balance due on his Roll, 


Ordored the Receiver-General to pay Lieutenant Deer- 
dig’s Roll, rade up from the 11th to the 18th November, 
being four days only, “‘e 
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Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Captain George 
Turner's Roll, made from 15th November, 1775, to 15th 
January, 1776. 

Ordered the Reeviver-Genornl to pay Captain George 
Turner big Roll, mada from the 16th to the 30th January, 
at which tine they were discharged. 


Major George Gaius made a return of tha Soldiers ms. 
tored in Captain Sadter!s Company. 

Do. of those in Captain Daniels’s Company. 

Priday, Pobraary 89, 1778, 

Recaived a Letter fiom Captain John Langdan roquest- 
ing somo Powder for his Carpenters. In answer to which, 
we advised him that the Quarteruinster should bo ordered 
to deliver them halfa hundred weight each out of the pub- 
lick stock, at the tine of danger, (o be by thom accounted 
for. 

Ordered the Rocciver-General to pay Major Gains forty. 
one Pounds seventeen Shillings and four and-a-half Ronco, 
balance due per Account. 


Ordered Major Gains to apply to Major Hackett, Mr. 
John Marshall, and Captain John Z4ill, to appraiso tho 
damages the Gondolas and Boats have sustained jn tho sere 
vice of the Colony. 

At tho request of the proprietors of the Schooner pri- 
vateer, called the Waderprise, wo have appointed Womas 
Palmer Commander, in tho room of Captain Dante Jack- 
son, who has resignotl. 

Ordered tho ReceivereGeneral to pay Colonel Jacob 
Cale fourteen Pounds ono Shilling and six Pence, being 
the amount of his Account (ar Shot, [oes, 8. 


Ordered the Reeviver-Genural to pay Major Gains, to 
be accounted for, three hundred and seventy-tve Pounds, 
Saturday, Vebrnnry 21,1776. 
Captain Hayamin Board yverurnad to the Receiver 
two Hite-Avms; likewise, four Pounds sixteen Shillings, 
cash, in Hien of two others not retumed, 


et 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER PROM A MEMBER OF WIE PROVING 
cian conditnsd OF NONTH-CAROLINA TO COLONRE NOW, 
DATED Habivax, YEBRUARY 24, L776, 

A gentleman, of the name of Saath, bas just now lodgod 
seven of the leaders of the Regulators jn Lalifan jail, 
among whom are fone of the Mielda. ‘Tho names of the 
others f do not know, but neither unter nor 24les avo 
amongst them. Ue informs me that the insurreetion is 
ontively supprosyed with respect to tha Reyulatars, aud 
says ho thinks tho digAlanders ave dispersid bafore now, 
{do not give insplicit credit to this Inst-ementioned conjec 
tura, beatae wa have later accounts than Ma, Saiid’s, 
gut was only ug low down, J believe, as Chatham Courte 

Touso,) whieh contradict it However, it is clear to me 
that there will not be a yun fired upon this oceasion 5 for 
the number of our troops (not foss, perhaps, thnn five thou- 
sand) will, undoubtodly, awo the Lighlanders into submis« 
sion, if they are not already dispersed, Governour Aare 
tin, it seems, had kept up a ita able with the dis» 

pflectad jn the western part of this Province, and formed a 

lau of insurrection, issued Colonels’ commissions to many 

Poitaticn for this pee and ordered that,such mon as 

should take arms should repair to the Royal standard, at 

Brunswick, by tho 15th of this month, promising that they 

should be then and ihore supported by five thousand Re- 

gulars, ® 

Your mind being relieved from all anxtoty for us, you 
will bo at full liborty to oxurt all your powers for the good 
of Pirginia; and 1 flatter myself that your conduct will 
bring credit to your County, and hanaur to yourself, 

® ® 

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY T0 DELEGATRSE IN CONGIESS. 

{No, 24.) Amiapolis, Fobpudfy 24, 1770, 
Genriemmn: We some time since informed you that 

we had appointed a nunsber of persons, in ench County of 
tho Province, to collect all the gold and silver con that 
can be got within this week, or ton days. We havestad 
applications from several of those who wara appointed 'to 
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furnish them with oash to exchange, without which, they 
toll us, many people will not part with the gold and silver. 
We would willingly supply Provincial money, but the state 
of our Troasury prevents us, ‘Tho demands are very con- 
siderable for raising clothing, and paying the troops, and 
furnishing rations, to say nothing of otber disbursements, 
V you do not send us down the plates and puper soon, the 
Treasury will be totally exhausted ; therefore, we take the 
liboxty again to remind you of forwarding them (o us, 

With regard to gold and silver, we think something 
handsome might be collected, but cannot say how much, 
Should the Congress approve of sonding down Continental 
money, we will engage to return gold and silver for what- 
ever they send, not exceeding aight thousand pounds, or 
to return the money again. Without this, we apprehend 
gold and silver cannot be procured, in any considerable 
quantity, until tho new emission of our money, when we 
ean supply the collectors with cash. We Jay the affair 
truly before you, and must Jeave it to yourselves to move 
the Congress, or not,as you may think best. We wish to 
hear from you on every insportant occasion, and ave much 
abliged to Me, Adecander for tha intelligence he hath heen 
so kind as to communicate to us, from time to time. 

Our troops are drawing together very fast. Wo should 
bo glad to have the arms intended for this Provinee as soon 
as possible, that we may distribute them, ‘The manufie- 
ture of guns goes on but slowly aniongst us, from the best 
information we can get. Pray purchase, for the use of 
this Provines, filty reams of cartridga-paper, and send it to 
us by the first opportunity, Wo will remit the money as 
soon as we aro furnished with the cost of it, 

We ave, &o. 


To the Deputies of Maryland in Congress. 


— 


MARYLAND COUNCI: OF SAFETY 'TQ COLONEL DASTUELL, 
(No. 25.) Anunpolis, February 24, 1776, 

Sm: We recoived yours of the {Oth instant, enclosing a 
list of oflicers for Captain Wales's Company, who, you 
say, have resigned. ‘Lhis may be the ease, bat the Coun- 
oil of Safety think it not regular to issue new commissions, 
unt! the old ones arg travsmitted to us, and, therefore, 
have not sent them, We have before us, sso, a petition 
from the Eden-Sehool Company, for a change of officers. 
Their Captain, Andrew Adams, they allege, had a com- 
mission mada out by the Convention surreptitiously aud 
fraudulently. This, we think, ought most properly to be 
roforred to the Convention themsclvos, which will meet 
again in April, and all parties will thon have an opportu 
nity of being heard. Wo cannot think of displacing ofti- 
cers appointed by the Convention, without a {ull hearing, 
and wo recommend an application to them, as most proper, 
under all ciroumstances; and ave, your most, &e. 


To Colonal George Dashiall. 


MARYLAND COUNCIL OF BAFITY TO QUEEN-ANNE’S COUNTY 

, COMMITTEE, 

(No, 26.) Annapolis, Pobruary 24, 1776, 

Gunrremen: We havo received your letter, respecting 
tho Minute Gompany under the command of Captain Kent, 
‘and ara much obliged to you for communicating to us tho 
contents of this letter. 

We conceived, some time ago, that it might be advisable 
to write to Captain Kent on tho principal subjects he has 
mentioned in his letter, and have accordingly wrote, and 
afe in great hopes he will thereby reccive every satisiic- 
tlon we have it in out power to aford, 


Zo the Comraitea of Observation, Queen- Anae’y County. 


et 


Js Ay THOMAS 'TO MARYLAND COUNOIL OF SAFETY. 

4 ‘ . Loouardtawn, February 24, 1776. 

*Ganrhgmn: At tho time I waited on you at Aunapo- 
dis, 1 gave orders to Mr. Stewart, the First Lieutenant of 
sy company, to be at Leonardtown, with the party of 
‘thirty men, which he returned to me, on Tuesday iat 
but havo heard not a word, either of him or the men, 
sittce that time. ‘The men inlisted by me aro now here, 


Fourra Srntes.~Vou tv. 
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supported by Mr. Ford, and we are endenyouring to in- 
struct them as fast as possible we can, Jam sorry to re~ 
quest that you will interfere in the business, and order Mr. 
Stewart dawn, with the thirty meu that he has inlisted. 

Information was lodged this day with the Cornmittee, 
that two men, well dressed, were passing through this 
County, who, from their appearance and behaviour, the 
Committee had reason to suspect. ‘They, therefore, re+ 
quested me to send after them, which [immediately did; 
but the two men that 1 sent were delayed a considerable 
time, from the dificulty of procuring horses, I would beg 
you to consider whether, as it will be frequently necessary 
to advise you of what may be passing here, and the num- 
berless occasions we must have, it would not be proper to 
allow a horse for the use of the company. Lf you think 
it proper, be pleased to acquaint me by Mr. Neale, who 
will deliver you this. 1 have, also, to request that you will 
send me about one hundred pounds, the money that I last 
received being all expended in board, blankets, clothes, 
and neither of the two last yet fully got. Mr. Neale also 
brings up seven guu-locks, sent by tho Committee, and * 
six purchased here by me, the account of which Mr. Neale 
will deliver. We have, as yel, received no powder from 
Charles County, and, from what I hear, there is uo reason 
to expect any. I am much afraid wo shall be pushed for 
a drummer aad filer. 1 have been informed by Mr. Da- 
vidson, the Second Lieutenant, (hat there is a servant in 
Baltimore, who bas two yeurs to serve, who is a good fifer, 
which he will sell for fifteen pounds, or thereabout; as his 
wages in one year would pay that sum, and find his clothes, 
1 should he much obliged to you to allow me to purehaso 
him, Of the several matters bo pleased to inform me by 
Mr. Neale. 

Jam, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant, 

J. A. Tuontas, 

To tha Council of Safety of Maryland, 


NEW-JERSEY PROVINCIAL CONGRESS TO CONTINENTAL CON* 
GRESS. ‘ 


(Road Fobrunry 26, 1776,—Roferrad to Mr, MoKoan, Mr. J, Adunia, 
and Ms, GL, Moreis.] 


In Proyineial Congres, Now.Joraoy, Tiunswick, 
¥obramy 24, 1770, ' 

Genrienens This Congress having taken into their so- 
vous consideration the necessity of defending such parts of 
this Colony as aro more immediately oxposed to an invas 
sion of the enemy, are of opinion, that the city of Perthe 
Amboy, in Hast-Jersey, from its open channel and safo har- 
bour, and from its local situation, is a plico deserving the 
utmost attention at this time. As the city of New. Yori 
has, at present, a large body of troops, and fortifications are 
now erecting for its defences, it is more than probable that 
the onemy, sensible of those preparations, will attempt a 
lodgment at Perth-Ambay, fram whence incursions might 
easily be niade into the heart of the country, before a sufli- 
cient force cnn be collected to oppose thom, 

That part of West-Jersey, which is situate on the River 
Delaware, below Philadelphia, appoars also to morit great 
attention at this time, Opposite (o Reedy-Island, at a 
place callod £isendorough, in the County of Salem, a Innd- 
ing might easily be effected, ‘This is within forty miles of 
Philadelphia, m a country abounding with provisions ; and 
from whence an army might easily mule its way to Cooper's 
Porry, in a very short ge of time, 

, This Congress would be happy if they bad it in their. 
power to take into pay a sufficient body of troops for the 
defence of both these important posts; but as this will be 
an expense too great for this Colony to support on its o¥ 
bottom, and as the being guarded at all points is a matter 
of tho utmost importance to the common cause, more espe 
cially to the citics of Philadelphia and New-York, this 
Congress beg leave to submit to the consideration of your 
honourable House the urgent necessity of making some im- 
mediate preparation to prevent any attempts of the enemy: 
todand an army in those parts of this Province, which ne 
pear to be so situated as groutly to facilitate tha suecoss of 
such an attempt, One or two buttaliong,svith avo Artil- 
lory companies, may be suflicient for (his important service ; 
and wo humbly submit to your consideration, the necussity 
and propriety of such a step being immediately adopted, 
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Woe wish not to send this Continent to this oxpense for 
the sale defence of the inhabitants of this Colony ; but the 
jntorest of this Colony in particular being so connected with 
that of the United Colonies in general, as to rendor an in- 
vasion in Netw-Jersey 0 matter of the utmost importance lo 
all, we humbly conceive that the necessity of the occasion 
will induco the wisdom of your honourable House to take 
into Continental pay tvo battalions and two companies of 
Artillery, or such a body of forces ag may bo thought sufli- 
cient to answer this desirable purpose. 

Tho express, by which this is forwarded, will wait your 
commands; and 1 am to request the favour of an answar as 
soon as possible. Fam, Jikewise, to request (hat commis= 
sions may be sent for the officers of the ‘Third Battalion 5 
some of the companies are already full, and others ina fair 
away, , 

Lam, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Signed by order of Congress ; 
: Sanune Tvcxen, President, 
To the Honourable Continental Congress. 





To the Honourable Provincial Congress of Nsw-Youx, 
now convened, 


The Memorial of your Memorialist, humbly shewoth : 


That your momorialist has had the honour of serving as 
Pivst Lieutenant ia Captain John Lamdé’s company of Are 
tilery, ja the late expedition against: Canada; that ho bas 
‘heen at great oxpense in preparing himsell for that service 5 
that ho bas put himself out of all other business for that 
purpose, and that he has endaved a very todious and fitign- 
Ing campuign in tho defence of his country, Your monio- 
tlalist continuing zealously dosirous of serving his country, 
in her prosont struggle for liberty, humbly requests that 
your honourable Houso will appoint hia co the care of a 
company of Artillery; and your memorialist, as in duty 
bound, will ever pray. 

Now-York, Mobrunry 24, 1776, 


—— 


Joseru Crane, 


ROBERT 1. WARRISON LO WIGLIAM WATHON. 
Cambridgo, Fobrumy 24, 1776, 

Sim: Your favour to his Excellency of the 22d, cama 
to-hand. Unelosed is a pass for Captain James Lfall and 
Jonathan Grindle, to pass to Virginia, if they choose to 
go before winl, recommending to his care the articles that 
will be necessary for the men-of-war, and eyory thing olse 
that is on board the prize, Ordoved the Ldarrison out of 
commission, and that particular care bo taken of every 
article belonging to the Continent on board. 

‘Tho owner received one hundred and filly-six dollars, to 
bo taken notice of when you sottlo with him. Tho crow 
are permitted to romain on board, if not attended with risk, 
saved they cannot get cmploy, before the trial is do- 
cides, 


Tan, sir, your . 
am, sity yours, &o., Rowewr TL, Wanntsow, 


To Hilliam Watson, Usq., Plymouth, 


MARYLAND COUNOIh OF SAFETY 'TO COLONEL WATERS, 
{Noi 27] Annapolis, February 25, 1776, 

Sm; Enclosed we send you tho commissions for two 
companies of Militia, agreeable to the enrolments sent us, 
We havo not sont any commission for Captain MeClester 


or bis officers, because there are no more than filly persone * 


enrolled, non-commissioned officers and privates included, 
“mbich is not suflicient, without the enrolwent be mado by 
the special permission of the Committee of Obsorvation. 
You will send us that permission, and the commission shall 
be transtnitied you. Wo are, &c. 


To Colonel Peter Waters, 


—— 


MARYLAND DELEGATE Td COUNCIL OF SAFETY. a 
Philadelphia, Fabrunry 25, 1776, 
Genrieven: Mr, Alexander Ross, a gentleman of-our 
acquaintance, has applied to us to procure for him, from 
Gongress, a passport to Lord Dunmore, upon whom, he says, 
he lias a very considerable claim, which he hopes he should 
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be uble to secure, could he have an opportunity of making 
u personal demand. : 
From the wultiplicity of business now before the Con+ 
gross, an application of this kind would be attended with 
great delay, and, us a ficense from your honourable Board 
will bo, at lenst, ag eflvctual, we take tho liberty of recom 
mending hin to your indulgence, being well persuaded he 
will religiously observe any injunction you may think pro- 
per to lay him ander, e 
We are, gentlemen, your most obedient sarvants, 
J, Roauns, 
Rozenr Anuxanprr, 
‘To the Council of Safety of Maryland. 


LORD STIRLING TO WILLCAM LIVINGSTON. 
[Referred to Mr, Chaso and othore,) 
Now. York, Mobruary 25, 1776, 
Dean Sin: The enclosed afidavits wore this day deli- 
vered to me by Mr. Michael Nearney, who was proprictor 
of the boat York, of Amboy, which was impressed into the 
Continental servico, and mde use of in taking the ship 
Blue- Mountain. Valley, and which boat, it seems, is seized 
and detained by Captain Parker asa prize, on tho pre- 
tenco of her having been employed on that service, Ihave 
encouraged Mr, Kearney to hope that the Congress will nat 
sufler his private property (o he injured on this oceasion, 
and that his loss will be made up to him out of tho pro- 
couds of tho ship and cargo. L must beg the favour of you 
to lay his casa before Congress, and to abtnin their Gaal an- 
swver on this matter as soon as possible, as his attendance at 
Philadelphia will tend to inereaso his damage, 
J am your most humble servant, Suiting: 


Vo Millian Livingston, Msq. 
City of New-Your, sa. ‘ 

David Collins, late master of the Amboy passage-boat 
called the Yord, and Nathan Culver, one of tho bands 
belonging to the suid boat, boing duly sworn on the Holy 
Evangelists of Almighty God, depose and say; Chat they 
sailed from Amboy, aforesaid, with the said boat, on Alon~ 
day Jast past, about cleven af tha clock, in tho forenoon, 
having on bohrd nothing but passengers hound to this city; 
that about four of the clock, iv the afternoon of tho same 
day, ag they wera nearly entéring the Narrows, a gun was 
fired at them from [is Majesty’s ship, the LAcaix, then at 
anchor ander Eong- Island shore, a little below Demesse’s 
Reef; that tho deponents still kept on, in hopes of getting 
clear of the said ship, but, being pursued by ono of tha 
barges, which also kept fring at ‘en and the wind being 
very light; thay found it impossible to esoapos that they 
then wore as near Staten-Island shore as it was possible 
for thom to go, and the wind directly on shore, and the barge 
gaining upon thom ata great rates aud being under the 
command of tho Pheniv’s guug, thoy were obliged to bring 
to, and tho barge’s craw coming on board, curried tho said 
passuye-bont alongside of the Phente, and still have her 
in possession ; that these deponents did overy thing in 
their power to prevont tha said boat from being taken, and 
should have been happy in escaping, and were not, direct 
ly, nox indirectly, concerned in any steps that cocasioned 
the said boat being taken, And further saith not. 

Davin Connins, 
Navuay Conver. 
Sworn this 24th day of February, 1776, before me, 
i P, Marrinws. 
e. 

And the suid David Collins furthor snith: That on being 
carried on board the said ship-of-war, tho Vhcnivx, Captain 
Parker, who commands the snid ship, told the deponant 
that tho only cause of his taking (ho suid passage-bont was 
baoause she had boon employed in taking the storo-ship 
that was lately carried to iBttabechtown- Boint, K 

Davin Copttns. 


Sworn this 24th day of Hobruary, 1776, befare me, 
an PR. Mavrnmws, 
Pinuavenritra, ss. . 


On the 9th day of March, Anno Domini 1776, bofora 


George Bryan, one of the Justices of the Paace in and for 
oi 
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tho City and County of Pdiladelphia, cometh Michael 
Kearney, of the city of Perth-Amboy, in New-Jorscy, and 
on his solemn oath on the Holy Gospols deposeth and 
saith: That tha passaga-boat, or sloop, in the preceding 
aflidavits culled the York, was the property of this depo- 
nent at the time of the seizure thereof in said affidavits set 
forth, and that the said passage-boat was of the value af 
threa hundred pounds, curront money of New-York. And 
fursher this doponent saith not. 
Micnarn Keansey, Jun. 
Taken and sworn the day and year afore-written, before, 
Gerona Bayan. 


GENERAL WOOSTER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Mentisal, Pobruary 26, 1776, 

Sin: Your favour of the 27th ultimo I have received, 
and nothing but want of time, when proper opportunities 
presented, has prevented my answering it sooner. 

[am fully sensiblg of the importunce of reducing Que- 
beck, and keeping possession of this Province, for tho xe- 
complishing of which you may depend upon my utmost 
exertions, Lam, also, with you, fully of opinion that the 
Ministry will send a powerful armament hero in the spring, 
for which rengon 1 think it of almost infinite importance 
that we have a large army here, properly provided, carly, 
to oppose them upon their first arrival ; indeed, it appoas 
to me that our evory thing in this Provineo depends upon 
it, Uf wo have the greatast force, wo have the Canadians 
our friends; on the other hand, should our enemies arrive 
with a suporior foree to ours, 1 fear tho conseyucnees may 
bo fatal. 

L cannot learn from General Schuyler that we ave filco to 
have any cannon, mortars, shot, or sholls, from aeross the 
Laie, and, as we haye not here proper cannon, &e., for 
cannonading of Quedeck, I rather imagine wa shall bo 
obliged to try once more by assault, which, notwithstand- 
ing tho ate unhappy repulse, { think must be successfil, 
when attempted by three or four thousand good men. 
Tlowevor, overy other mothod will be first tried. 

‘Troops aro now daily coming in, and hope, in a few 
days, to be able to leave this place and join Genowl Ar. 
old, who has, to his great honour, kopt up the blockade 
with such a handful of men, that the story, when told here- 
after, will he scarcely creditad. Ho is now so reinforced 
as to be out of danger from a sortie, 

Be pleased to accep of my best wishes for your succass 
and happiness, and bolieva me, with the greatest respect, 
your most obodient, and very humblo servant, 

Davin Woosren. 
‘Lo General Mashington. 


.) GENERAL WASIINGLON WO GRNERAL BOMUYEER, 
OGumbridgo, Vobruary 25, 1776, 
Dran Sin: Notwithstanding I have adopted cyory mea- 
suro which my judgment directed for procuring arms in 
these Govornments, for tho Army under my command, as 
well’by application to the several Assomblies and Conven- 
tions, as by sending officers to the several towns to pur- 
chase, I am under the disagreeable and melancholy neces- 
sity of informing you that there is, at this important crisis, 
a very great deficioncy, and that there is now a consider- 
able number of men al these encampments without any in 
their handé, nor do I know that there is any prospect or 
probability of providing them. Can you, my dear sir, as- 
sist ine with any from your parts? If you cau procure oy 
purchase any in tho towns, fit for uso, I beg that you will 


- dd it, and have thom forwarded with all possible expedi- 


tion ta mo; Lwill pay for them immediately on delivery, 
and the charges of bringing thom. T au told that a Major 
Duncan, at Schenectady, has about three hundred King’s 
arms; theso, or such of them ns are good and servicenblo, 
will be of grontase, and I doubt not may be readily pro- 
cured, olf they can, I request that they may, and be for- 
warded, yaith any othors (hat you may get, with the price, 
I would not be thus fressing and thus importunate, were 
it not for my situation, which is woly alarming and dis- 
tressing: to be within musket-shot of n formidable army, 
well provided with every necessary, without having the 
menns, on my part, of maintaining even a defensive war, 
* 
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Relying on your friendship, and that evary he in your 
power will be done to serve ino, I shall only add, thut Lam, 
dear sir, with great regard, your affectionate, humble ser~ 


vant i 
> Guonce Wasninaton, 
To Genoval Schuyler, 


KING-WILLIAM COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMTTRE 

At a Committee held for King- William County, the 
Q2d day of February, 1776, 

Captain Benjamin Temple having informed the Com* 
mittee that a report bas been propagated much to his pre- 
Jidice, respecting his conduct as to the raising of men in 
this County for tho Minute service: . 

Ordered, At the instance of snid ‘Templo, that it is tho 
unanimons opinion of this Committee that he hath aged 
every effort and endeavour in his power, as fir ns they 
know or believe, towards tho promotion of said service, and 
are fully convinced that every such report is without a just 
foundation, 

Ordered, 'Thatn copy of the above Resolution be trans- 
mitted to the Publick Printer of this Colony, who is re- 
quested to put the same in the Virginia Gazette, 

Jonn Warxins, Cleric, 


MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TQ CAPTAIN HINDMAN, « 
{No. 98. Aunnpohs, Mobruary 26, 1776, 

Stn: Wo have received yours of the 25th iustant, sig- 
nifying Mr. Zdmondson’s relusing to accept of his commis- 
sw, 

Tho Council do not incline to make any changes among 
the ofticers commissioned by tho Convention, but wish to 
havo a reeommendation from you of a proper porson to fill 
the place of Me, dédmondson, We have agiead wih some 
of tho oftivers to allow twenty shillings for each pair of len» 
ther breeches furnished the troops, and the vemuinder of 
the price to bo deducted out of the men’s wages. , , 

Vhe Council apprehend the Captains of the Ihdepon- 
dent Companies are to provide clothing for their mow, nid 
have agveed to allow Captain J..4. Zhomas a sum not exe. 
ccoding three pounds five shillings euch suit, and hopo you 
will bo able to clothe your men at that price, We think 
tho price of the hats ought not to oxceed five shillings and 
six pence exch hat, but cheaper, if to be got. As to blan- 
kots, thay will bo providad as soon as possible. If you cun 
joint osnaburghs for making hunting-shinis at two shile 
ings per yard, wo recommend it to you to get so much as 
will bo suflicient for your company, and have them mado 
up ns soon as you can. Wo avo, &o, 
Vo Captain James Lindman. 


' 


DONCHLSTER COUNLY COMMITTER TO MAUYLAND COUNCIL 
OF SAFLTY, 
Dorohoster County, Cambiidgo, Fobruary 26, 1776, 
Genruumen: Wo this day received your Jotter of the! 
2st instant, and tho Committee being sitting, agrevable to: 
your request took the mattor mentioned therein into consi- 
deration, and aro of opinion that the town of Cambridge is 
the most convenient and proper place for the Independent 
Company of this County to bo stationed in. It is tho most 
contral place in the County, and the company may, with 
great case and conveniency, march from thence to any es 
of the County that may happen to be attacked, which they” 
gould not so readily do should they be posted any whero 
else; and we also thiuk it would bo very difficult to ac- 
eommodate them in any other place than in this neighbaypse 
hood. ‘These, among others, are the rensons why wo 
prefer Cambridge to any other part of tho country, ; 
Wo ave, vary respectiully, gentlemen, your most obedi~ 
ent, humblo servants. Signed per order: : 
Jaws Monuay, Chairmans 
To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Adaryland, 


— a 
e 1 


CHARLES COUNTY (MARYLAND) COMMITTER. |, 
eal we 
At a meeting of the Commitiec, of Obsorvation fog 
Charles County, on Monday, the 26} 1 Hebrnary, 1116; 
Brigadier-General John Dent, Chairadnyand John Gwinn,, 
Clerk. " : 
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The following gontlemen aro recommended as Officers, 
to be commissioned to fill up the vacancies of tho Inte 
Company of Colonel Millian Lfarrison, to wits Willian 
Winter, Jun., Captains George Dent, Jun., First Lieuto- 
nant; John S, Chilton, Second Licutenant ; and FMilliam 
Barker, Ensign ; and, in consequence of a letter of resigna- 
tion reacived from JoAn S, Chilton, the Committee thought 

oper to recommend Burdit Hamilton in his stead. 

Ditto, for the late Company of Major Johan Marshall: 
Benjamin Philpot, Capmin; Henry Dent, First Lieute~ 
nant; Burford Cottrell, Second Lioutenant; and Philip 
Marshall, Ensign, 

Ditto, for the Inte Company of Colonel Sauuel FTarri- 
son: FWilliam McPherson, Captain; Peter Green, Wirst 
Lieutenant; Zhomas Green, Jun. Socond Lieutenant ; 
and Leonard Hamilton, Ensign. 

Ditto, for the lato Company of Colonel Francis Ware: 
Waller Hanson, of John, Captains Thomas Stouns, Virst 
Lioutenant; Jos. TV, Llarrison, Second Lieutenant; and 
John Beal Lwener, Knsign, 

Ditto, for the late Company of Colonel Josias Hawleins : 
John Hanson, Youngest, Captain; Llenry Massey Ian: 
son, First Licutonant ; Jamea Russell, Second Lieutenant ; 
and John Griffin, Ensign, 

Ditto, for the late Company of Major Thomas Harris: 
Jonathan Yates, Captain; Richard Hendly Courts, Virst 
Lieutenant ; John Neadl, Second Lieutenant; and Raphaet 
Boarman, Jun., Ensign. 

Ditto, for tho Inte Company of Captain Filliam Camp. 
bell: Walter Minter, Captain; Richard Bonnett Boar 
man, Wirst Lieutenant; Jonathan Ihomas, Second Licu« 
tonnnt; and Nehemiah Gibbons, Ensign. 

Ditto, for tho late ae of Captain John IL, Stone: 
George Swann, Captain; John Guinn, First Lieutenant ; 
poche Stone, Second Liewtonant; and /Hilliam Lamar, 
tnsiga. 

Y Mr Janes Farnandis, who was First Lieutenant to 
Captain Robert Sennet’s Company, having entered into 
tho rogular service, made a recommendation of Oflicors no- 
cosanry for that Company, and the following gentlemen aro 
recommendad, to wits John Muschett, Firat Licutenant ; 
William MeConkie, Second Lieutenant; and Samuel Stone, 
Jua., Ensign. 

‘Yo fill up tho vacancies in the Company lately com- 
manded by General Join Dent: Honry Hard, Captain; 
George Dent, First Lieutenant; Thomas MeCartie, So- 
cond Lieutenant; and John Grant, Ensign ; wero recom- 
mended by ® majority of thirty-two privates of the said 
Company, mot for that purpose. 

Tho Committee think proper to recommand to tho ho- 
nourablo tho Council of Safety, Captain Lhomas Manson 
Marshall, who lives in the Hundred to which the snid 
Company belongs, but is not one of that Company, having 
onvolled in a noighbouring ono of Militia, Ldenry Hard, 
who is above recommonded by the said Company for Cap- 
tain, was chosen Second Lieutenant by a former lection, 
and, in tho judgment and opinion of the Committee, it 
would tend most to the publicl service for the honourable 
Council of Safety to commission the snid Thomas Hanson 
Marshall, Captain for the said Company; George Dent, 
Wiest Lieutenant; Henry fVard, Socond Lieutenant; and 
ohn Grant, Ensign, , 

The honourable Council of Safety nro requested to in- 
ire of Colonel William Smallwood for a vecommenda- 

tion of Officers for the Company he commanded. 

Signed by order: Joun Gwinn, Clerk. 


os In Committoo, Port-Tobaceo, Fabruary 26, 1776, 

Recived, That every Member of this Committee pro- 
duve, by the first Zvesday in April noxt, of his own manu- 
early < six pounds of crude Nitre, under the penalty of 
twelve Shillings ourrency, 


Signed by order; Jonun Gwinn, Clerk, 


— 


COLONEL BARTLETT TO MESUECH WEARE. - 
Philadelphia, Pobruary 26, 1276, 
Sm: The enclosed order of Congress, of the 28d in- 
stant, | am directed to transmit to our Colony, and I make 
no doubt Mi they have not already) they will’ speedily com- 
ply with the recommendations. 
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The necessity of arms und ammunition for our defence, 
and the dangor of disappointment, shows tho necossity of 
our aging our utmost efforts to be supplied ay much as may 
be within ourselves. And though L don, with pleasura, « 
inform you that larga quantities of powder and saltpetre 
have mived here, and inore is daily expected, yet, as wo 
have reason to believe that as soon as the spring opens, 
our hubours will bo much infested by the British cruisers, 
who have orders to seize all American vessels, vod as largo 
quantities of military stores will be wantod for sea, as well 
as Jand service, | humbly vonceive it will be prudent to en- 
deavour to supply ourselves with tha necessaries of lifo 
and defence within ourselves, and leave as litte to the un- 
certainty of winds, weather, und enemies, og possible, at 
Jeast for tha present. 

You will please, sir, to see that the several orders of our 
Convention or Assembly for manufacturing arms, gunpow- 
der, and soltpetie, be transmitted to me, and an account of 
what has been done in consequence of such orders, as it is 
necessary the Congress should know, as soon “as may be, 
the trig state of all the Colonies, with regard (a their sup. 
plying themselves with these necessary articles; nnd when 
our Assembly meets, you will please to lay these rasol yas ba~ 
fore them, and, in the mean Gme, communicate them lo the 
Couneil or Committee of Safety, or whoever they have 
left to transact business in their recess, ' 

Tam, your most obedient servant, 

Josian Barriner, 
To the Honourable Meshech eave, Misq. 


TO THE AUTHOR OF COMMON SENSE. 
Now-Jersay, Wobruary 26, 1776. 


Sin: In your famous pamphlet, ontitled Common Sense, 
by which 2 am convinced of the necessity of independency, 
to which [was before averse, you have given liberty to 
every individual to contribute materials for that grent 
building, the grand charter of American liberty. 1 shall, 
therefore, venture to lay before you and the publick, x few 
hints, ag they may occur to my mind, not baying seen your 
sceond odition, And, for reasons already published, must 
consider independency os that which must take place in 
a few months at farthest; the temper, and fixed designs 
of the King, “Ministry, and Parliament of Great Britain, 
boing incompatiblo with the safety of theso Colonies in 
any other way, Nor aro wo under any obligations to the 
contrary, from any thing contained in either of the pati- 
tions to the King, as some vainly argue, because they have 
both bean rejected by him, to whons alone they were nd 
dressed: and that rejection sealed by the blood of many of 
the Colonisis, who, being troated lik Rebels, lave been 
murdored whilo innocent, OF this numbor aro General 
Monigomary, and all those brave men slain in this war, 
whos lives might have been saved by whe King’s having 
immediately puta stop to all hostilities, ng soon ag he re- 
ecived our last potition. Jor } can truly adirm, that the 
death of one American, whoso life mighi hava heon saved 
by the King’s immediate complianca with that petition, is 
sufliciont to dischargo America forover fram any obligations 
to reconciliation on that account, But, to return, it is the 
custom of wise architects to lay their foundations deep, lest 
tho basis should sink from under the superstracture, Should 
this letter point out ono good stone for that purpose, though: 
it were placed under ground, 1 am amply rewarded for my 
trouble, . 

Equality in strength, riches, and honours, are necessary 
to safety, mutual confidence, and friendship. Hence, tha 
so much talked of balance of power in, Zurape, so neces 
sary lo the safety of those countrics, but more especially 
of the weaker Kingdoms and states. Hence, also, those 
common proverbs, “ the poor is pi te of his neighbour ;? 
and “the woakest goes to the wall.” isoy’s iron and: 
oarthern pots cannot swim with safely together, "Thera. 
fora, let it be the work of your Continental Conference to 
sat bounds (o their claim as an associated Continent, which 
ought to include, at least, the thirteon at prosont associ 
ated Colonies, with those of Quebeck- and Nova-Seotin, 
Thon, let thore be at lensi,three now Colonies formed, viz+ 
Montreal, Albany, and Susquehannah, Montreal may be 
formed by dividing Canada into two Colonies by a ‘line * 
tunning from south to north, and crossing St. Lawnente: 
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between Monéreal and the Dhree-Rivers. Tho Province of 
Now-York: is at prosent too long and too large for conve- 
nienca in Government, as tho Deputies, in the extremitics 
of it, at soma soasons especially, cannot be so soon con- 
vaned ag urgant necessity might require ; for LLidisborough, 
which lies twenty miles north of Crown-Poini, is threo 
handved miles distant from New-York, the half of which 
abies onds about fifteen miles below Albany; near that 
placa, let the Province be intersected by a line :enning 
thenea west to Delaware- River, and cast to Connecticut- 
River, through part of Massachusetts; thence noitherly, 

up said river to tho latitude of Hillsborough ; thence west, 

crossing Lake Champlain, till it meets a line running north 

from the west end of the south fine first mentioned, ‘This 

Colony, to be named Albany, will include the lands in dis- 

pute between New-York and New-Hampshire, and, by 

tuking thent away from both, will settle that matter so far 

as it raspects Government, ‘Tha like dispute will be set- 

tled by forming a Colony on Susguehannah, to include all 

those lands contended for by Connecticut and Pennsylua- 

nia. The reason for llividing Canada is the same as that 

for New-York, All the Colonies in New-England most 

undergo some alteration in their boundaries, because Lthode- 

Island bears no proportion to that of Massachuselts-Bay, 

the former not having sixty thousand inhabitants, while the 

latter hath four hundred thousand, an odds of near seven 

to ono, and a much greater difference in their extent of 
tarritory ; whilo Connecticud has one hundred and ninety~ 

two thousand, and New-Llampshire, one hundred and filty 

thousand; therefore, let about two Counties on the north 

of Connecticed ba taken from Massachusetts, and added ta 

Connecticut, so as to join that Colony ou the north to that 
of Albany; and in liew of this addition, let Connecdieut 
spare from its east sido, the Counties of Mindham and 
NowsEouton, to Rhode-Lland, which Colony may also be 
further ineveased by the addition of one County moro from 

the Massachusetts, lying next to Connecticut and Rhode- 

Island, after which, if the Bay is still too strong for her 
neighbours, take part from ber on the othor sido, and annex 

it to Now-Lampshire ; still remombering to leavo her a 
Jide superior to them, for sho is worthy, as our elder sister, 
and tho nurse and defender of American liberty, Let the 
bounds of the more Southern Colonies also be ascertained, 
sither as they now are, or more advantageously 3 perhaps 
by forning a second tier on the back of tho first, leaving 
Pennsylvania and Virginia, cach, equal to Massachusetts ; 
and {et (he name of dominion be reprobated in Virginia, 
or assumed in all the other Colonies. All these now 
boundary lines to be so run as not much to incommode any 
particular Town or County. To this scheme of assizing 

the Colonics, it may ba objected, that the Dolegates in 
Conforence from those Colonies which will thereby be los- 
sened, will oppose such alteration, and that the rest of thom 
will not presume on so arbitrary a stretch of power, as to 
prosecd therein without their consent, Tet such objectors 
considor, that tho strength avd happiness of America must 
bo Continontnl, and not Provincial, and that whatever ap- 
poars to bo for the good of the whole, must be submitted 
to by every part; this holds true, and ought ta be a go- 
verning maxim in all gocictics. Neithor will there, on such 
alteration, arise any considerable inconvenience to any one 
Colony, which will not be fully atoned for by a couveni- 
ence arising from the same. So that I conceive the objec- 
tion is removed, 'The benefits arising from equality in the 
Colonies, ate too apparent to need further elucidation, 
among which, an equal representation in Congress Is nono 
of the smallost. 

The ronson why Qanada and Nova-Scotia must ho in- 
cluded in the Continental compact, is, that they cannot bo 
happy without being go, as wo shall be obliged to trent 
them in some mesure as our cacmies, till thoy are; nor 
is there any thing sufficient to hinder thom from joining us 
immediately, but their fear of Great Britain, they being 
hoth under the dreadful tyranny of martial law, from which 
thay would soon emerge were they properly assisted by 
Continental troops, Deo co- ee That good work, f 
hope, is almost already completed in Canada, and may he 
repeated in Nova-Scotia, is 

At the meeting of the first Congress, after the Charter 
issformed, as proposed in Common Sense, let a just return 
be carried in by the Delegates of each Colony then in the 


CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &., FEBRUARY, 1776. 


1498 


Assoviation, of all the Militin resident in their respective 
Colonies, including Continental troops of all kinds, being 
frea white men, fiom sixteen years to fifly, and thelr re 
turns to be mado annually, From this annual retarn, let 
the Grand Congress ascertnin the auniber of Delegates to 
be elected in the several Colonies for tho ensuing year, 
yearly, as one is to ono thousand. So that, if the return 
of tho Militia in New-Jersey, be twenty-six thousand, this 
Colony will, the ensuing year, send twenty-six mombers 
to Congress, and so of the rest ; tho whole Congress con- 
sisting of about five hundred members, who are to give 
their votes in Congress personally, not by Colonies, ‘The 
number of Deputies in cach Provincial Assembly, to be 
chosen annually by towns, as one to two hundred Militia, 
through the Colony, vo town, however small, to send eas 
than onc, So that New-Jersey, on the above supposition, 
will have an Assembly of one hundred and thirty members, 
These large Assembilias will be sequainted with all the ma- 
terial circumstances of their constituents. Delegates to the 
Continental Congress to be elected by ballot, in the several 
Counties, the number each County is to lect to be ascer- 
tained by the Provincial Assembly according to the above 
tule, no County sending less thay one. Every froo man, 
above the age of twenty-one years, having had a decd for 
lands for the space of one yoar, immediately preceding the 
election, or having in his possession either renl or personal 
astute to the valuo of one hundred dollars, to have a vote 
in either of the above clections, Widows, paying taxes, 
to have an cqual right to voto as men of the samo pros 
perty. Every poison excluded by the abovo rules fiom & 
shara in the choice of Representatives, to be exempted 
from paying taxes raised for the support of legislation ; 
but of County, Lown, and Poor Rates, &a,, raised for such 
like social purposes, thoy shall be linble to pay a just pro 
portion. 

[ints on the regulation of the Continental Militin, which, 
atx moderato computation, are avout five hundred thou 
sand, &c., may be given in some future letter, from, ho- 


noured sir, your great admiror and advoewte, rage,» 
ugSEX. 


RICRMOND COUNTY (NEW-YORK) COMMIVTEE TO PROVING LAL 
conaness, 
Rieliuond County, February 26, 1776, 
Gunviunen: In consequence of your letter, dated Ieb- 
ruary lst, three of our Catmittes want to Hazabethtown, 
and applied to the Chairman of the Committos, for the in- + 
habitants of our County then in their prison to be returned. 
Suid Chairman, knowing not by what authority Colonel 
Heard aud Colonel Thomas had wken them in custody, 
referred the matter to said Colonels. Accordingly, ono of 
our Committes went to Woodbridge, waited on the Colo- 
nols, who then promised the prisoners should be deliverod 
up with tho charge alleged ayninst them, On returuing 
to Elizabethtown, Colonel Lhonas informed our Com- 
mittee-men, that he could not then furnish them with the 
charges, but would send tho prisonors on Saturday mom 
ing, under a guard, to he delivered at Richmondtown, with 
the charges, (a aur Committee, Accordingly, our Com- 
miltec attended at the time and placa, in order,to receive 
them, but none appeared. The Committee then adjourn-. 
ed till this day; when, being assembled, Mr. Isaae Decker 
appeared, informed the Committee that on Saturday lust, 
at sun-set, tho Shoriff of Lizabethtown opened the prison 
door, desired said Jsaae Decker and Minno Burger to wait 
n Colonel Zkomas, which thoy accordingly did, Said 
Colonel then told them, that on promising they would ap- 
pear this day hefore the Committeo in the County of Réeh- 
mond, ie would discharge them, Accordingly Isaac Decker 
has appeared ; Minno Burger, unwell, could not appoar. 
Our Committeo is at a loss how to act; the nbove Colonel » 
has not sont any charge aguinst them, We shall, thore 
fore, wait your direction. Jtichard Connor, Eisq,, on giving , 
his obligation to Colonel Zhomas to appear when calle 
upon, was admitted to return home before your Ictter canta 
tofand; said obligation has not been returned to us, nor 
any charge against him. Abraham Starrow, we are in« 
formed, is detained in prison on account ofa debt, +” 
We are, gentlemen, your most obedient and most huut- 
ble servants. By order of the Committed. 
Cuntstian Jaconson, * 
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P.S. Tho foregoing have, by reason of bad weather, 
been detained; havo this day received from Col. Lhomas 
the accusation against the prisoners; wa shall praceed to 
trial as soon as possible, Gd 

Yobruary 28. 





GENENAL SONUYLER TO MESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 
[Read March 5, 1776.) 
Albany, February 26, 1776, 

Sim: J do myself the honour to enclose you a copy of a 
Jotter this moment received from General Hooster, by the 
bearer of this, whom the General sends express to Con- 
gyess, 

I have ordered one hundred and filly stall-fed oxen to be 
bought, and have taken such measures as that I hope to 
got them in Canada soon, and make them draw seo mueh 
provisions as will pay for their forage, and the sleds that 
must purchase for the ocension, I hope to send the Ge- 
noral some money to-morrow, together with four lundred 
barrels of pork, au the cannon, caunon-shot, and shells, 
&e. What shall 1 do for blankets and arms for the 2’ena- 
syluania, New-Serscy, und Connecticut woops? ‘Lhe Int 
tor will arrive in a few days. 

¥ am, sir, most respectiully, your obedient and humble 


servant, Pouar Senuynen. 


Montoal, Pobruary 21, 1776, 
Sm: The Pnymastor has arrived, bat has brought 
nothing but paper money, Our (our is nearly expended ; 
we have not more than enough for the army one woek, 
Woe can purchase vo provisions or wood, or pry for trans. 
porting of nuy thing, withous hard cushy Wo mio now not 
able to pay half tho debts we owo tho country people, Our 
aradit sinks daily; all tha provisions and wood that we 
want for the army, for two or thrco months to come, must 
“be purchased and transportod to camp by the middle of 
March ; after that tine there will probably be no passing 
for a month or six wouks; these things, therefore, must bo 
provided immadintaly, or the consequence will be drendfal, 
havo, therefore, sont Mr. Colo (a young gontloman fiom 
‘Quebeck, who 1 havo employed as a Sceratary) on pur- 
nose to hasten tho forwarding of spacio, ns a few days may 

‘of infinite consequence. 

1 utn, sir, your tnost obediont and very humble servant, 

' Davin Woosrsn, 


JAMES DEANE TO GRNERAL SCHUYLER. 
[Bnologad in Ganoral Sohuylor's, !obruary 26, 1776.—Roforred to Mr. 
Rutlodgo, Mx. Wytho, My. W, Givingaton,) 
Kanonwarohnro, Vobruary 21, 1776, 
Sin: Tho Indians who wont to attend the mocting lately 
held at Niagara are returned, and say that Mr. Budler spoke 
nothing to them but of porce. J oxpect there will bea 
general meating of tho Six-Nations held very soon, at their 
Contral Council-Houge, Che Oneidas aro already sent to, 
to hold thomselves in readiness to attend, “Lhe Ononda- 
gas have advisad to postpone sending for Mr, Bedler till 
altor tho meeting at Onondaga, when it is proposed to send 
two or three from each tribe on that errand, and the Qnei- 
dag, willing to gratify them, have agreed to the proposal, 

_ Onis, alins Goveynour Penn, has sent to the Ste-Na- 
Hons, inviting them down to Philadelphia in the Spring, 
and particularly informs them that he calls thom down in 
his own name, without respect to any one else, ‘Tho 
Oneidas have detained the message untit they shall hoar 
from you, and Jearn whether you know any thing of the 

SNweffhir, or whether it has your approbation, If you know 
fothing of the matter, they desire that you would take an 

Opportunity to sond to Péiladelphia and learn the trath of 
it, and: whenever thay havo « return from you, they will 
forward Onus's message, if it bo agrecablo to you. ‘The 
Indians ate much at a loss to compichend Onus’s dasign 
in calling them down to Philadelphia, as thoy say that 
Aléany is the place appointed for tbe Sta Nadions to (reat 
with their brethren, the whito people, upon all matters 
whatever, 

X gm, sir, your most obedient, and very hamble servant, 
. . James Deanne 
Po tha Hononiable Philip Schuyler, Esq. 
i 
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P.S. Stn: This tustant a messenger is arrived here 
from Onondaga, dusiving the Oneidas to give their imme- 
diato attendanee wt the Central Council-louso, An ex- 
press will bo despatched direetly to the Mohawk Castle. 

wD. 
Albany, Pobraary 27, 1778, 

Sin: The shove is just delivered me, Lbeg the divec- 
tion of Congress whut answer to givo with reapeet to Go- 
vernour Penn's requost, as itis n matter T dare not tocide 
upon alono, } am, respectfully, sir, your most obodicnt, 
humble servant, Ponar Senvuypnn. 


To the Honourable John Tancock, &e., &e. 


JACOB BAYLEY 20 GENDRAL WASHINGTON, 
Nowbury, Fobruary 26, 1776, 

Sin: The viow Thad in sending men from hence to 
Ganada, was as follows: 

‘That bad a ramor of Goneral Monigomery's defeat ut 
Quedeel, but no certainty. 1 wanted to know, that we 
might do every thing in our power to strengthen and en- 
courage thom, 

That they in Canada might know that help, even from 
Cambridge, might be soon and caitain with them; and 
that your Mxcellency might have some certainty that the 
plan 1 proposed to Colonel Little, somo time: since, to 
nuke wn rond to Ganadu, by way of Missisque, was not 
founded on imagination, or not of selfish views, which may 
bo suggested, a8 I live near the ling the rond mast go. 

1 have also sant enclosed the jouraal of tha mon whe 
went over, as also a copy of my letter to General Hoosier, 
with his answer, to satisly your Excellonay of the view I 
had and can further assure your Jxcolleney that a post 
may go from hence to Montreal without any diMiculty or 
obstruction 5 the point from hence ig nearly north-west. 

1 must beg your Excellency’s pardon for troubling you 
with this letter, and bog leave to subseribe myself your Ix. 
celleney’s most obedient, humble sorvant, 

Jacon Bayuny. 
Lo Ilis Excellency Genoral ashington, 
‘ Nowbury, Coos, Jannary 21, 1776, 

Dran Sm: We have, here, the melancholy news of a 
dofent of General Alonigomery, at Quedeck ; though wo 
are vot cerlain of the truth of it, yet think it our duty to 
sond men, dot only to got intelli®euce ourselves, but that 
the situation of aflaivs in Canada may be known at Hend- 
Quarters, and the quickest way to mareh fiom Cambridge 
fo Canada. We aro approbonsive that, from hence, men 
might march to you in six or saven days, whieh the bear- 
ers can inform you, Lf yaw havo any axpress to Ganeral 
Hashington, in three days from henea we can convoy it to 
him. ‘Chis is only by tha Committea of Leverdild and 
Newbury, yet you will he so good as to supply thom for 
thoir return. — Nothing naw ber; ouly four vessels taken 
from Englund, by Captain Manly, nud another privateer, 
his is from the servants of the Colony, and yours, 

By order of the Conimitteos of Haverhill and Newbury. 

Jacon Baynuy, 
To Brigadier-Genoral Rooster, Monereal. 


We, the subscribers, being employed hy Colonel Jacod 
Bayley, anid consented to by the Committees &f Haverhill | 
and Newbury, did, on the first day of Jebruary, instant, set 
out from Newbury ona journey to Montreal, with a letter 
to Brigadier-Genoral Wooster. 

The journal of our journoy fs as follows, viz: The first 
day we went to Mr, Elarvey’s, twelve milos; from thence, 
second, thid, fourth, fifth, and sixth days, on a marked 
rond, fifly-nine miles, to My. Moteal/’s, at Missisque-Bay: 
the best country for a rond either of ug over savy, through 
any woods of tho same length; the snoy deep, and very 
bad snow-shocing: tha seventh day to 8, ia; the 
eighth day to Montreal; tarvied two days and gahally ‘Tha 
second night on our return lodged at Mr. Metealf’s, The 
third and fourth day, travelled only ane day’s mareh, by 
reason of hail and rain falling some days before, the crust 


would not bear without snow-shoos, and bad standing with." > 


The fifth, sixth, and seventh days good, except the treads” 
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boing Jonded with ioe ; lodged at Mr, Tarvey's; ad, Sun- 
day, the 18th, returned to Colonel Bayley’s, and delivered 
a letter from General ooster to Colonel Bayley, We 
carried a compass with us. ‘Che marked road is north 
forty-four degrees west, and fiom Mr. Metecl/s to Mon- 
trend, about the same course. 
e Fave Bavriny, 
Axion Cinsminiin, 
. _ Stuas Cranpeniin, 


Montreal, Fobruary 10, 1776, 

Dear Sm: Tho publick is much obliged to you, aud to 
the Committees of Llaverhill and Newbury, for your atten- 
tion and care to promote the interest of the country. 1 
wag happy to find, and shall gratefully renember your 
pateiatick and friendly cancern for our lidle army in this 
country. Wo bave truly been very critically situated since 
tho repulse at Quedeck, but by being particularly vigilant, 
and doubling duty, which has been very severe, we have kept 
our ground good ; and as we have already received some suc~ 
cour, and daily expect* more from aue friends in the Colo- 
nies, we still hope to give an account of our brave country- 
men who were unfortunately made prisoners. ‘The Congress 
seem determined to support us, ‘The securing this Pro- 
vinee is truly an object of great importance to our cause, 
and T hopo will be considered in that Tight by all trac 
friends to tho country, and T doubt not proper provision 
will be made for that parposa. ‘Ihe ronte fron Cambridge 
to Canada, by Missisyue, hins been alvendy represented at 
Head-Quartars, You will accept of my best wishes for 
yoursolf and tho Committees of Maverhill and Newbury, 
und believe me, respectfully, your most obedient and very 
humble servant, Davin Woosrrn, 


Colonel Jacob Bayley, at Newbury. 


GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL LER. 
Cambnidgo, Mobruary 26, 1776, 

Genenat Lue: Dreccived your esteemed favour of the 
14th instant, which gave me great pleasure, being impa- 
tient to hear from you, T rejoice to find that you are get- 
ting better, and could not avoid laughing at Captain Par- 
ker’s yensons for not putting his repeated threats into 
oxecution. _ 

I take notice of your intended dispositions for defenco, 
which [request you will loso tio time in putting into exe- 
cution, as, from many cgrroborating accounts I have re- 
ceived, the enemy seom to prepare for their departure fiom 
Boston; thoy have removed the two mortars from Bun- 
keov’s LLU, and carried them, with a great part of their 
heavy brass cannon, on board their ships; thoy have taken 
all the topsail vessels in the harbour into tho servica; they 
avo ready watored and their sails bent, All this show may 
bo but a foint, but if real, and they should come your way, 
I wish you may be propared to reevive them. = Hf T find 
that they are in earnest and do go off { will immatiately 
sond you a reinforcement from this camp, and, if necessa~ 
ry, narch the main body to your assistance, as cireum- 
atunces my require. IT shall keep n good watch on their 
notlons, and give you the spcediest information possible. 

Lechmere’s’ Point is now very strong, and Lam now 
sending somo heavy cannon thither; the platform for a more 
tar is preparing to be placed in the works there ; another at 
Lambsdam, and we are making the necessary dispositions 
to possess otusolves of Dorchester-1Zill, which must bring 
them out if any thing will. Ifthey do not interrupt us in 
that work, T shall bo coulirmed in my opinion that they 
mean to leave the town. A lille time must now deter- 
mine whether they are resolved io maintain their present 
ground, ot look out for another post. 1 will now return 
to your letter. 

‘Lhe accounts you give of our New- York brethren ave 
Ruy satishictory, I should bo glad to know how many 
mien you aro likely to have, that you aan depend upon re~ 
maining with you. J very much fear that the sailing of 
Clinton will keep back those you expected from Pennsyl- 
varia, Let me heat from you upon this and every thing 
else that concerns you, as soon and as often as you possi- 
bly can. Iashall pay duc attention to your recommenda. 
ftians of Captain Smyth and Captain Badlan. With re- 
spect to.the Canada expedition, I beg leave to assure you 
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that it was not my intention to propose your going there. 
T only meant what I thought would happen, that the Con- 
gress would make you that proposal. fi am naw af opi- 
mion that you will have work enough upon your bands 
where you ara, and L male no doubt but your presence will 
be as necossary there as it would be in Canada. 1 am 
glad that Colonel Rifzema is gone to Congress, and hope 
they will expedite an army thither, not only to preserve 
what we have aheady got, but also to possess ourselves of 
Quebeck before it cun be reinforeed from Europe, ov else- 
where; it is an object of such vast importance that it will 
be madness not to sirain every sinew for eflecting that pur- 
pose. Jam in some pain for our litle fleet, as Fam in- 
formed that the asta and Phenix ave sailed in quest of 
them, You doubtless had good reasons for the appoint- 
ment yor mention to have made 5 as it is temporary, it can, 
have no bad eflect. : 
Tam, with eat regard, &e., 
Grorcr Wasmweron. 

To General Lee. 





GENERAL, WASHINGTON YO COUNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
Jamnidge, February 86, 1776, 

Geyrvemnn: As Fam making all possible preparations 
ta take passession of the Ueights of Dorchester, which 1 
expect J shall bo able to accomplish by the last of this 
week, it is expected that this, if any thing can, will bring 
the enemy out of Boston to oppose, as at Charlestown, our 
erecting any works there. ‘Lo weaken our lines on the north 
side of Cambridge- River too much, with a viw to strengths 
cn those of Dorchester befae any move is mado that way 
hy tho cnemy, might expose an opening they would gladly 
aynil thomselyes of, and to delay it til} an attack is begun 
would be tao late, as the contest will soon be decided, for 
or aguinst us, after this happens, Under this stato of the 
matter, and to avoid risking a defeat, whon victory, andor ® 
Providence, may be reduced to a cettainty, L subinit it to 
the wisdom of your Boaid if it will not Le best to direct 
the Militia of some of the towns most contiguous to Dor- 
chester andl Roxbury, to repair to tho linos at those two 
places, with their auins, ammunition, and accoutrements, ine 
stantly, upon a signal given, 

IC yaunpprove af this, you will please to fix, with Gene- 
ral Zhomas, who waits upon you on purpose, upon the 
eee to bo givon, and issue your notice thereof accord- 
ingly. ' 

‘ have tho honour to ba, with great respect and esteem, 
gentlemen, your most hamblo and obliged servant, 

Gronan Wasmno'ron, 


GENERAL WASHINGTON 10 JOSEPTT REED, 
Cambridge, Februmy 28, 1776, 

Dnan Sin: Wo have, under many diflicullies, on ac- 
count of hard frozen ground, completed our work: on Luech- 
more’s Point. Wo have got some heavy pivees of ord- 
nance placed there, wo platiorms fixed for mortars, and 
every thing for any offensive operation. Strong guards are 
now mounted there, and at Cobdle-2Li01, 

About ten days ngo the sevore freezing weather formed 
some pretty strong ice fiom Dorchester to Boston-Necle, 
and fiom Roebury to the Common. ‘This, f thought, know- 
ing the ico could not last, a favourable opportunity to make 
an assault upon the troops in town. J proposed it in Coun- 
ej; but behold, though we had been waiting all tho year 
for this favourable event, the enterprise was thought too 
dangerous, Perhaps it was; perlaps tho irksomeness of 
my situation led me to undertake more than could be wit" 
ranted by prudence, I did not think so, and Tam suro 
yet, that (he enterprise, if it had been undertaken with re» 
solution, must have succeeded 3 without it, any would fail; 
but it is now at an end, and 1 am preparing to take post | 
on Dorchester-LHeights to try if the onemy will be so Ikiud> 
as to come out to us, Ten rogiments of Militia, you must 
knaw, had come in to strengthen my hands for offansive 
measures; but what T have said respecting the! determina~ 
tions in Council, and the possessing of Dorchestor-Point, 
is spoken under tho rose. Lam, &e,,%: < 


Gronangi ABITINGTON. 
+ Lah 


To Joseph Reed. 
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GENERAL WASHINGLON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. Hoad-Quarlora, Cambridge, Fobrunry 16, 1776, 


{Parole, Chefmonsdly.) (Coutensigu, Kings) 
ne asses Fobranry 26, 1778 The Congress have been pleased to appoint Joreph Frye, 
¢ adel nts m tho 18th 284 8 Brigndier-Goneral in tho Continental Army, Lo fs 
Sin: Thad a oe a sa elie pati mu. 1 vO obeyed ns such; and his Jxcolleney, the Genoral, 
and 2tst instant, by W eecaite see ecanre ure, ofters that ho shall tuko tho command of the vacant Bri- 
terial hus occurred. ee EN chee wlisen a gado commonly ealled the Camdridge Brigade, : 
paration for taking possession a ae cna +4 All the Regiments are immediately to be comploted to 
soon as possible, with a view 5 ows a said at * uventy-four rounds of ammunition aman. ‘Tho Colonel, 
ff expen my bo rere rma fa eel ops i tai th 
f oaty: (or ‘ridges, or powder “Code 
thom to hazard an engagement, it will bo our attempting to et Ort pala at Aa a ent Cane 
fortify thes Heizhts, as, on that event’s taking placn, wo StY t@ Uo tus, ane to Inge receipis trom thoi sevorn! Wa] 
hath a Pa uted eat eal ok The awn, ond Wins for the total quantity jn each company; the Captains 
Shall be able to cominand « gre ; a are to do the lika irom each of their men, who ate to ae 
almost the miele he, ae sesh Theor neler dee count satisfietorily for any loud they have passed thoir 
greanlle hee at piaiatt plowed. wo oan gc ae receipt for, or pay four pence for each deficient, ‘The 
ao ‘ tat mes rk hese have vecvived! sondé Colonels, or commanding ofticers of Regiments, are lo take 
See aia i sah Dcaieaie iin ach td especial care that this order is atvietly complied with 5 that 
her the oiortars trom Bunker-LLill; the putting them (hose fines aro charged without fail to the delinquent sot- 
with several pieces of heavy ordnance on board of ship, ciers nid eredlit given for them in making out the pay- 
with a quantity of bedding; the ships all saking in water ; ee eu seat ; persone imprassod upon 
the baking a fargo quantity of biscuit, &e,, us to indiento rs Goneoral i ymin if find the Militt lying f 
baeeailba of the troops from thence, A Mr. ties, ee Senora) is, surprised: to-lne Lhe viata apply Ng Jor 
wie Gate sat vastonls Soe that the inbabitants of ihe cartouch-boxes ond other accoutremants, when ho had not 
Sieh i: ‘ , a "| 4 
town generally isllivs Tat they are about to remove cithor a doubt but they would have come completely equipped 
to New-York or Virginia and that every vessel in tho As the cnse, howevor, is otborwise, he directs that they 
harbour, on Tuesday lost was taken up for Goveramont’s + Gon Re AN A a ce ae wiehes, in 
? o iy . q By 
service, and two months’ pay advanced them; whether they NO saath Pie a ant Row, ar Hoh cel 
really intend to embark, or whether the whol is o Teint, is that it a ik + i lee 1 oe pee i 5 craic of 
impossible for me to tell; however, Ehuve thought it exe aa Ga hie Viliahdey etnies otiseie a m this the 
fae! en nooo onl J i 8 Qaromumtornu Cosy tsa 1 
destination should bo ‘catia Now SVork, a continued BiY? particular attention without further direction upon this 
; ete s heud, 
him on to you. If they do embark, L think tho possossing “ry, intrenching tools of every kind, aro to bo cavefiilly 
thomselves of that plico aud of the North- River, is thoy tog Vput } Vander; the Quarter G 
objovt they havo in view, thoreby securing the communi looked ap, and put in good ordor; tho Sune mee 
cation with Canada and rendering the intercourse between ai teat be he doko eel upon this head. No timo is 
the Northern and Southern United Colonics exceedingly ‘Lo vp f haa or'k ‘tions in tl sales 
precarious and dificult, ‘To pravont them from eflecting 5, pring fe Galnae. ae ae ve An 
their plan, is a matter of the highest importance, and will pe srt holonging’ 10. tlieit. reapecilye. Roalmaiits 
require a largo and respectable army tae tho most vigilant vt 8 pe 8 } 
tnd judicious exortions pene ye ibe wan or of tha Regiment, or stamped 
. ind marked in su nor Vv 
Since I wroto by Mr. Hooper, some small parcels of ss balonicl i ie a nei he ane a aisea 
privadt ft H foul, whi ive us ie ie ee ie 
bere Dee ne froin Connestteut, which will gira w cartridges, which are filled and rendy lor use, specifying the 
Oe § 1405. ° 
On Lhursday vight, a party of our men, at Roadury, orts and sixes Be 
mado the encmy’s out-sentrivs, consisting of a corporal and ised Gace. Gaeta ice Roumeswabelate 
two privates, prisoners, without firing a gun or giving tho oal-Quarturs, Gambridgo, February 18, 1776, 


least alarm. 1 shall be as attentive to the cnemy’s motions (Parole, Shelburne.) (Countorsign, Stamford.) 
ag 1 can, and obtain all the intelligonco jn my power, and rol 

ifT find thom embark, shall, in the most expeditions man- Lond-Quartere, Cambridge, Pobrunry 19, 1776, 
ner, detach a part of tho light troops to New-York, and varote, pentondy.) (Commtersign Adlington.) 


ropaiy thither myself, if cireumstances shall require it, LA General Court-Martial to sit to-morrow morning, at 
shall bo bettor ablo to judge what to do when tho maticr leven, at Lomeroy’s Vavern, in Cambridge, to try such 
happens; at pon can only say, that I will do every priganers ag abatl be brought before them. All ovidences 
th a that shall appear proper and necessary, and persons concerned to attond the Court. 

Your lotter of the 12th instant, by Colonel Bull, camo pee, 
tohand yesterday evening, and shall, agrecable to your re- 
commendation, pay proper notice to him. ‘The supply of 
cash came vory scasonably, us our treasury was just ex- 
hausted, and nothing can be done here without it. 

L have the honour to bo, with gront regard, your most 
humble servant, 


Noud-Quartore, Cambridga, Mobruary 20, 1776, 
(Povale, Maneherter,} (Counteralgn, Boyle.) 
As it is necossary that every Regiment should be fur 
nished with colours, and that those colours should, if it can 
: be done, bear somo kind of similitude to the uniform of the 
, Geonae Wasuineron, Regiment to which they belong; the Coloucls, with their 
P. 5, This was intended to have been sent by express, respective Brigndiers, and the Quartermastor-Genoral, may 
byt meeting with a private opportunity the express was fix upon such us are proper and can be procured. ‘There 


countormanded, must be to each Regiment the standard, (or Regimontal 
os colours,) and colours for cach grand division ; the whole to 

Sse GENERAL ORDERS. be small and light, ‘Lhe number of the Rogiment is to be 
. Hond-Quartors, Cambridge, Fobrunry 18,1776. marked on the colours, and such a motto as the Colonal 
(Pavobey Fitzrellilarit.) (Commenign, dreter,) niny choose; in fixing upon which the General advises a 


The Reginents upon the now establishment, and tho consultation amongst them, 

Regiments of Militia, lately arrived at Canbridge and Row- The Colonels aro to delay no time in gotting this matt 

. bury, to deliver to tho’ Brignde-Majors they respectively fixed, that tho Quartormastar-Genoral may provide the 

belong to, at Orderly time, on Saturday, an exact return colours as soon as possible; they are, filso, t8 consider 

of their nanibors, acearding to the form the Adjutant-Gano- what camp equipage inay be further necessary, that no time 

tal has this day given to each of the Brignde-Majors, may bo Jost in providing it, as the scagop is fast approaching 
Such of the Regiments os are in want of leather shot- for taking the field, i, 

bags with straps, to hold ball and buok-ghot, may have them ‘The General cannot again help urging it, in the strongest 

by. applying to ite Adjutant-General, It is intended that terms, to the Colonels the necessity of the strictest atiegs® « 

eyéry non-comthigs‘oned officer and soldiey be supplied, tion to the discipline of their men ; learning them ta.mayeh. 
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and perform all the different ovolutions and manceuvres, 
which is of more essential service than dwelling too long 
upon the manual exercise. Ho, also, recommends to the 
Colonols a proper attention to the clothing of their officers 
and men, thyt they may appear ina soldierlike manner. 

The General desires that the Brigadiors who have not 
complied with the orders of tho Gth instant, concerning tho 
ammunition, and that of the Th, respecting the arrange- 
ment of Chaplains, may be informed that he expects an 
immediate report from them. 


Hoad.Quartors, Cumbridge, February 21, 1778, 
(Parule, Devonshire.) (Countersign, Graften.) 

The General, being anxious to have the established Re- 
giments completed, with all possible expedition, desires the 
Colonels and commanding officers fortlwith to send an offi- 
cer from each incomplete company, into the country, upon 
the recruiting service, who are expressly forbid inlisting any 
boys, old men, or slaves. ‘These officers are, also, to uso 
their best endeavour to get what good arms they ean, ‘The 
recruiting in camp, is, also, to be continued, 

Tho Colonels and commanding officers of Regiments are 
to send to the Quattermaster-General, to-morrow morning, 
the names of the Sutlers licensed by them to supply their 
respective corps. 

Hond.Quartera, Cambridgo, Pobroary 83, 1776, 
(Pavole, Serr bor ong.) (Cunntessign, 2 veer ) 

John Linglish, of Captain Haterman’s Company, iv Col- 
anel Arnold's Regiment, ied ata inte General Court-Mar 
tial, for “ absenting himself trom his Regiment, and inlisting 
in Colonel Parnun’s Regiment.” he Court were anani- 
mously of opinion, that tho prisoner is guilty of the climes 
wheroof ho was accused, and adjudge him to receive ten 
lashes on tho bare back, and order tho advance pay dao to 
him, in Colonel Arnold’s Regiment, to bo paid the ofticer 
who gavo him the advance pay in Colonel Varnum’s Re- 

iment. ‘The General approves the seutence, and orders 
it to bo put in execution at guard-mounting to-morrow. 

Tho Brigadier-Generals, with their Majors of Brigado, 
the Colonel of Artillery, the Quartermaster-General, with 
tho Barrackmaster of the four Brigades in the Cambridge 
Department, to be at [Load-Quarters to-morrow warning, at 


ten o'clock. 
oe! 


Moud-Quartore, Cambridgo, Februnry 23, 1776, 
(Pavole, Canterbury.) ‘ (Countersign, 8. draft.) 
«Lieutenant Zhomas Cumnings, tried at a General Court 
Martial, for behaving iv a scandalous and infamous man- 
nor, wnbecoming the chnracter of an officer and gentleman,” 
is sentenced to bo cashiered, ‘Uho General approves the 
sentence, and orders it to take place immediately. 

Lhe General, ulso, confirms the sentence upon James 
McCormick, of Captain Jarrington’s Company, in Colo- 
nel Sargent's Regiment, and commands the execution of 
it, at the discretion of his Colonel, 

Mead-Quarters, Cambridge, Fobruary 24, 1776. 

CPavala, Hopkins) Counteraign, ified) 
* The General having the credit of this Army much at 
heart, and anxious that it should not only behave well, but 
look well, recommends it to, and does expect that every 
officer, from the highest to the lowest, doth exert himself to 
accomplish "those ends, to attain which the Brigadiors are 
desived to be attentive to every matter and thing relative to 
their Brigades, and where orders are not, oF cannot be com 
pligd with inmediately, to report the reason thereat 

From henceforward it is oxpected that the weekly re- 
turns of overy Rogimont will, before they are brought jn to 
the Commander-in-oltiof, be examined and certified by the 
Brigadier to whoso Brigailo they respectively belong; who 
ig, also, to direct his Major of Brigade to keep a book, and 
have them regularly entered, always comparing the return 
to be made with the ono preceding, and inquiring minutely 
into the cossé of every change or alteration from the last. 
The Colondl, or commtinding officer of every Regiment, is to 
observe Use same conduct with respect to the returns of his 
Companies, and keep a book for the régular entry thereof. 
‘Thesd’ precautions are taken to prevent the many blunders 
and mistakes which hnve heretofore happened in making 


Fovrts Senies.—-Vor 1, 
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out tho pay-abstracts, all of which, for the future, are to be 
inspected by the Lrigadiers, compared with their books, 
and certified by them, before a warrant will be granted. A. 
very sutict attentian will bo expected’ to this order; for if 
these books are called for, and do not correspond with this 
order, the officer neglecting will meet with no favour. * 

‘The commanding oflicer of each Regiment may apply for 
a warrant for five hundred dollars, to put into the hands of 
such officers as they send info the country on the recrtit- 
ing service, to buy arms; these officers are, in an especia 
manner, charged to purchase no arms but such as are goo 
and fit for immediate use; King’s muskets, or guns ag nent 
that quality as can be had, should be got, and with bayonets, 
if possible. As there is a Committee in each of the Conn- 
ties of the Alassachusetts-Bay, appointed by the General 
Court to purchase arms for this Army, the oflicers are to 
bt care not to raiso the price, by bidding against each 
other. 

Mark Noble, of Captain Noble’s Company, in Colonel 
Patterson’s Regiment, wied by a late General Court-Mar- 
tial, whereof Colonel Phinney was President, for “ deser- 
tion,” is found guilty, and sentenced to receive fifteen lashes 
upon his bare back, aud muleted one month's pay to defray 
the expense of apprehending and inging tho prisoner to 
camp. The General approves the sentence, and commands 
the execution of it, at such time and place as the Colonel 
of the Regiment shull direct, ' 


Hond.Quartors, Cambridge, February 25, 1776. 

(Vale, Piegiata,) (Countcraugn, Nersote,) 

It being a matter of too much importance to intrust 
the wounds and lives of officers and soldiers to unskilful 
Surgeons, the General requests the Director-General and 
Surgeons of tho Lospital, (taking, also, to their assistance 
such Regimental Surgeons, as, upon examination they aps 
prove of,) will sit and examing the Surgeons and Mates of 
the whole Army, and give certilicntes, to those who are 
found qualified to dischargo the duties of their ofice, in oder 
that they may receive commissions, Geniemen of can- 
dour and knowledge in their profession, will see the utility 
of this measure, snd approve of it, None, but those who are 
conscious of their inability, will decline the exrmination, 

The Surgeon of every Regiment is immediately to report 
to the Dircetor-General of the Uospital, in what manner 
he and his Mato are at present furnished with instruments, 
medicines, bandages, &e., that the true state and condition 
may be known. ‘The first Court of Examination will sit on 
Tuesday next, at the Convalescent [ospital, in Cambrideg, 
at oleven, in the forenoon, at which nll the Surgeons and 
their Mates, of General Sulfevan's Brigato, are to atiend, 


Wond-Quarters, Cambridge, February 26, 1776, 

(Parole, New-2 rk.) (Counersigu, Lee.) 

Tho commanding ofticers of Regiments ara immadiately 
to order ull the axes, pick-nxes, spades, shovels, and other 
intrenching tools, now in their possession, to be forthwith 
sent to the Quartermaster-General’s Store in Cambridge, 

All officers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers, are 
positively forbid playing at cards, and other games of chatica, 
Althis time of publick distress men may find enough to do 
in the service of their God and their country, without aban-_, 
doning themselves to vico and immorality. 


— 


RXTRAGY OF ALNTTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN PITTLADEL 
PUTA, DATED WILLTAMSBURGH, VINGINIA, YEDRUARY QT, 
1776. ~— 
Colonel Cordin is roturnod from his fruitless journey to 

Lord Dunmore, who refused to give x commission for holt. 

ing an Assembly, and only proposed that the principal, 

gentlemen in tho country should sign propositions for an 
accanmodation, with which he would ga hame; but, we 
presume, he must get thom signed by his old friends in,the 

Nect, or about Norfollc, as he will got very few gentlemen's 

nufnes to it, He said Commissioners wore (0 negotiate, 

but did not say who they were. Mat tee 

His Lordship is not recalled, but has laave'to go, if he 
chooses it. His conduct is approved of, and he has un- 
limited poser to draw on the ens t@tC clone! Corbin 
says, that he, General Cliiton, and Captain Hammond, all, 
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appeared in good humour, the latter declaring he had for- 
bid his fenders to offer injury to individuals, or their pro- 
petty, his sole design being to watch tho water, and enforce 
the acts of trade, General Clinton had four companies, 
who had not Janded, but, on the contrary, the BL hey 
with the Mereury, had fallen down into the Roads ( Hamp- 
ton) under sailing orders: he did not mention his destina- 
tion, but it was gathered fiom the young oflicers, that they 
word to pay a visit to Gavernour Martin, at Cape-L'ear, 
and then proceed to South- Carolina, On hearing that part 
of our letter to Colonel Corbin yead, “ that we were not 
authorized or inclined to intermeddle in the mode of nego- 
tiation, which must be left to Congress,” the General, said 
thera was nothing America could ask, in av constitutional 
way, but would bo granted ; but, if we relied on the Con- 
gress, we had nathing to expect from Parliament. : 

~ Lord Diaimore wanted (o borrow Clinton’s troops to drivo 
outs from Kemp's; ho asked if ours would not return; the 
other said he supposed they would; then, says the Genaral, 
4 do not think it worth while to meddle with them,” 

P, S. We have just received intelligence from Lampion, 
that General Clinéon, with his troops, the Alcreury, King 
Jisher, and two or threo tenders, went out of tho Capes 
yesterday. 





JONN DAY SCOTT TO MARYLAND COUNCH, OF SAYETY. 
Aunupotis, Pobrumy 27, 1776, 

Gawenesen: Tam under the necessity of applying to 
you for some monoy, for tho support of the taops hero, 
wader my command, the wholo of whut I had an order for 
boing expended 5 shall be plad if you could lot me have an 
order for one hundred and fifty pounds, if you think pro 
pers have fifty men at lodgings, and expect more shortly; 
you will be capable of judging what sum will be suflicient ; 
whatever you may think proper to give an order for, pleaso 
delivor (o Licutenant Goldsmith. 

E will have my account ready made out against you como 
down, for the whole of disbursements on raising and lodg- 
ing my men. 

Am, gentlemen, your most obedient, and very humble 


servant, Jous Day Score. 
To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland. 


ROBERT ALEXANDER TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF BAVETY, 
Philadelphin, Mobruary 27, 1775. 

Gevruesven: Your lettor, by tho post, is received, On 
your application to Congress, thoy havo ordered twenty- 
two thousand dollars, equal to eight thousand two bundiod 
and fifty pounds, to bo advanced. ‘Chis money L shall ro 
ceive, and (ansmit you by the first sala conveyances, 

The cartvidge paper U havo purebased; twanty-five reams, 
part of the quantity, shall bo sent off by tho stage this 
week; tho remainder will fallow noxt week, and 1 shall 
then furnish you with the account; the price is sixteen 
shillings by tha ream. 

Lenlled on Mv. Morris to know the quantity of arms 
and powder, imported by him for the Province. To was 
from homo; his clerk informed me, about four hundred 
stand of arms, and three thousand five hundred pounds of 
canton powder, I hava directed a gentleman of Maryland, 

* now in this city, to receive them, and to forward them by 
the stages to Elk, from thence, to send them in a boat to 
Back-River, in Baltimore County, with orders for the 
skipper of the boat to proceed to Baltimore Town, and 


there take directions in what manner to land them, I” 


haye taken this precaution to avoid all danger; for should 
tender or armed vessel be cruising in Patapsco- River, 

ti boat can proceed to the head of Back-River, and land 
the"atnis' ahd powder within five miles of the town 3 if no 
Vestel of the aneniy, sho can run round without any great 
exporse incurred by the delay, 
Last night a ship. arrived ie from Bristol, which she 
Jot the 17th of Deceniber, Sho cleared out for Cork to 
avoid suspicion ; notwithstanding which, she was strictty 
starched, and a fetter beitig discovered, directed to a mer- 
chant in Philadelphia, the ship was detained, but the let- 
ter being merely on private business, the Captain, on his 
etition, was discharged, and permitted to sail. Some 
sWapapers, and “private lettors, are brought in ; they were 
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stored away by na messenger in tho bottom of a barrel of 
bread, which being placed in a carcless nrannor, as if tor 
the ship’s use, it_esenpod the search. One of the lettors 
was directed to Willing § Morris, without any signature; 
it contained a printod copy af my Lord Nordh’s Concilin- 
tory Act, by which all dmerican vesscla fount on the const 
of Great Britain ov Ireland, ave to be solved and coulis, 
cated on the Ist day of January. All American vessely 
sailing into, or out of the ports of America, alter the Lgt of 
March, ao to bo seized and confisented ; all forcign vessels 
vading to Amarien after the Ist of Fame, to bo seized 5 all 
communication between Great Britain ov Ireland, or the 
British HWest-Indies, with America, to he cut off; all eap- 
tures mado hy British ships-of-war, or by the officers of 
the King’s uoops in america, adjudged by this net, to bo 
lawful prizes; and as such, Courts of Admiralty to proceed 
in their condenmation, All orders for the regulation of 
Courts of Admiralty in Aumertea, hierotoforo niade by the 
King in Council, or which may hereafter be made, are cone 
firmed, ‘Cho Boston Port Bill, the Fishing Bill, and the 
Restraining Act, wa sepeated by thts bill; the Colonies 
being in the like circumstances and situation, ‘Tho last 
clauso of this more than dinbolical act enables the King to 
appoint Commissioners to grant pardons, and receive the 
submissions of wny Province, County, ‘Town, or District, 
I shall make no comments on this net; it is only a farther 
stay in that system of tyranny hitherto pursued by that 
» who, under tha influence of a Seotch Junto, now 
diszraces the British Throne, 

What measures Congress may pursue in consequence of 
this act, T know not. With me, evory idea of reconciliae 
tion is precluded by the conduot of Great Britains and 
tho only allernative, absolute slavery or dncatentcneyt tho 
latter T favo often reprabated, both in pulliek and private, 
but ans now almost convinced the measiie ig right, and ean 
be justified by necessity. 

‘Tho gentleman who onelosed tha bill to TA, & JL, 
wiites, that about twenty-six thousand troops are ta be 
employed in America; that a sufficient body of men aro to 
defend Jfoston, while different bodies nro to attack Notas 
York, Pirginia,and South-Carolina ; that Lord Cornwal. 
lis is destined for tho last place, with five thousand mon, 
and was to sail in January. ‘Tho gentleman adds, the 
minority gaing ground, that some of the Bedford party had 
deserted, © cee ee eo 3 thatthe Scotch faction, headed 
by Sir G, Elio, ostensibly, dnd hy Lords [ute and Mana. 
field, privately, ditected and influence the councils and 
mensiies of the Court. 

T make no doubt you have heard Mr. Chase is ardered 
to Canada, Te sets off in a few days, Mr. Rogers lng 
Jeave of absence; should he leave Congross, Maryland 
will be without representation. Tinention this to show the 
necassity of your requesting Mesias. Johnson aud Stone to 
attend, Twioto Mr. Z¥ehman, but have not any answer, 
Although my private business requires my presence in Aa~ 
ryland, 1 shall not leavo this city until o sufticient namber 
of my brethren arrive, 

Tam, with respect, gentlemen, your very humbla servant, 

KR. Atexannen, 
Yo the Council of Safety of Maryland, 


ee 





AEORGH STRICKER TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SARETY, 
Frodavicktown, Fobsunry 27, 1776, , 
Genriumen: A gentleman in this town having lately 
purchased an assortment of goods, amongst which, end a 
sufficient quantity of deep blue broadcloth, from fifteen shil- 
lings to filicen shillings and six pence per yard, to clothe 
about two hundred men, and six thou8and good oiled gun- 
flints,) he has about two hundred of the best kind of Lrench 
match-coat blankets, which he will spare for the County’s 
usa, atone pound three shillings a pair, that being (ho says) 
the price the Province of Pemsyluanta allows him ‘for 
them, should be glad to know whether, or not, I may ba 
juvreited to aie a sufficient quantity"of thd binnkets 
or the use of my company at that price, as I knogy of none 
elso here to be had, and the company cannot do without, 
I have purchased cloth forthe usc of my company, though 

at a higher price than liniitod; but, as the men are vor 
agreeable the overplus should be- deducted out of thei 
wages, hope you will be kind enough to be answerabla.for 
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the fullamount. I have likewise agreed for their breaches, 
and they are all well mmed; and, as their clothes will be 
(nished in about a week, nothing will retard our march, 
afier the expiration of that time, but the want of blankets. 

[ am, honourable gentlemen, with dua respect, your 


obliged, humble servant, Gaonan Stiroen 
sORGE ER, 


To the Council of Salaty of Maryland. 
a eee 


To the Honourable the Representatives of the Freemen of 
the Provinee of Punnsyuvania, tx General Assembly, 
mats 

The Petition of the Committce of Inspection for the County 

of Buexs, humbly sheweth: 

That, as a general uneasiness proyails among the Asso- 
clators in this County, on account of the late Military Re- 
solutions of this honourable House, and many persons have 
signed them under a full persuasion that amendments 
would be made therein ; and as there are many able-bodied 
men, between the age of filly and sixty years, possessed of 
Jarge estates, who are entirely exempt from military duty 
und experience, your petitioneMtherefore, humbly pray that 
the Association may be extended to the age of sixty. 

And aa the tax upon the non-Associators is considered 
an equivalent for poisonal services, and the Associntors have 
ho compensation for their arms aud accoutrements, net to 
mention the dangers they will be exposed to when called 
into actual sorvice, your petitioners pray Chat an additional 
tax be laid upon the ostates of uon-Associators proportion 
ato to the expenses of the Associators, necessarily incurred 
for the genorul defence of proporty. 

Aod as, by marching whole battalions, or companies of 
Militin, large tracts of country will bo left destitute of men, 
except those who either hold all resistance unlawhdl, or 
such as ure cisaflected to the prosent measures, your peti- 
tioners, therefore, beg leave to submit it to the consideration 
of the House, whether it would not be better to direct tho 
Colonels to draft fiom their batttions such number as 
shall, from time to time, be requisite, thereby aflording an 
opportunity for thase whose circumstances will not always 
admit their going, to get volunteers in their stead, and, at 
the sama time, leaving suficient forco in every part of the 
country to quell any local insurrections, —* 

All which your petitioners humbly pray may be taken 
into tho gonsideration of tho Tlouse, and such amendments 
mude as you, in your wisdom, shall soa meet. 

Per order of the Committee: 

Joseva Wawr, Chairman, 

In Committee, Bucks-County, February 27,1776, 


GENERAL LHD TO PRESIDENT OF CONQRESS, 
(Road March 4, 1776.) 
Now.Youk, Mobruary 27, 1778, 

Sint Since I did_myself the honour of writing to you 
Vast, Messrs, Price, Walleer, ant Bor field, avo arrived from 
Canada, a circumstance which [ consider as very fortunate, 
ag they are able to givo the best intelligence, and comniu- 
nicate the necessary lights on the measures to be adopted 
with respect to that country. In consequence of their re- 
presentations, and as the season of the year, and precari- 
ousness of tho weather, will admit of no delay, £ shall, 
without wailing for orders from the Congress, take the 
Viberty to Gontract immediately for four thousand barrels of 
pork, and a considerable quantity of ram. 1 have like- 
wise written to General Mooster, ordering him to purchase, 
anid grind into flour,,twenty thousand bushels of wheat. I 
have, also, engaged a company of carpenters, on terms, as 
it appears’ to me, very reasonable. The captain is to 
Have one dollar por diem, the men half-a-dollar; but they 
are not only to furnish their own tools, but each man is to 
rovide hinself with a gan and bayonet, and act occasion- 
ally ng soldiers. , Lord Stirting has, at my request, written 
to engage another company, on the same terms, and to con- 
sist of thersame nomber of men, which is twenty-five, As 
these terms aré so indderate, and the time so pressing, T 
hope that the Congress will approve of the step. These 
are times wheh it is impossible, without great danger to the 
“publick cause, to wait for formal instructions ; but as I shall 
nevot take this liberty, unless urged by necessity, and a 
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view to tho publick service, I later’ myseif I shall never 
inour tho censure of the Congress. 

There is, certainly, nothing more important, in the pre- 
sent circumstances of America, than giving proper encott- 
ragement to tho military spirit, inciting a military ardour, 
and iccompensing those who have acquitted themselves 
with zeal and valour. On this principle, sir, E take the 
Hiberty of recommending to the favour of the Congress 
Major Ogden, who was a volunteer with Colonel Arnold 
in his hazardous expedition, who was with bim, and re 
ceived a wound in the attack. This gentleman, by his 
absence, (though he was absent in the service of his coun- 
try,) has been thrown out of the way of promotion in his 
own Province ; but as there are several vacant Lieutenant- 
Coloneleies and Majorities in the New- Yorle battalions, I 
beg Jeave to recommend him for oue of them, [have no 
particular connection or intimacy with the gentleman, bat, 
merely from a motive of justice, and a conviction that it 
will be proper to reward men of his stamp, 1 venture on 
the recommendation. By some unfortunate accident, ov 
mistake, a considerable list of ancritorious fliers, who 
have served the campaign in Canada, ave struck out of 
employment, It must be submitted to the justice and wis- 
dom of the Congress, whether iCwill not be right to reme- 
dy a grievance, before it is too late, which, neglected, may 
be attended with very bad consequences, 

Tum, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient, 


huinble servant, Cuanes Law. 
eS Limes 


To the Honourable John Tlancock, Esquire, President of 
the Continental Congress. 


PLS. 1 find myself considetably better since my last, 
and hope to be able to set out in lwo or Urea days, though 
T must confess I leave this place in its present stato with 
no amall anxiety of mind, Ag thore are no mensures taken 
for its security, 1 tremble lest the enemy should tale pos- 
sossion of jl. 

You have not favomed mo with an answer on the sube 
ject of Doctor Mague. ‘I'he gentlemen arrived from Ca- 
nada ave of opinion he might be of great service there: 
should think that if some Teal, or religicuse of any other 
order, (but be must be aman of liberal sentiments, enlarged 
mind, and a manilested friend to civil liberty,) could be 
found out, and sent to Canada, he would bo worth battne 
lions to us, ‘Chis thought stack me somo time aga, and 
J aim pleased to find, from the conversation of Mr. Price 
and bis fellow-travellers, that the thought was very fir fron 
awildone. Mr. Carroll has a relative, who oxuelly ane 
swer's the description, 


— 


GENURAL SCHUYLER 'T0 NEW-YORK CONGRESS, 
Albany, Fobruary 97, 1776, 
Sm: When an officer has acted with remakublo atten- 
tion and propriety, it becomes a duty in his commander to 
give publick testimony of it, Such has been the conduct 
of Captain /Pillet, during the last campaign, Ie is, there 
fore, entitled to the attention of his country. , 
Tam, sir, your most humble servant, 
Pui Sonusnen, 
To Nathaniel Woodhull, Esquire, President of tho New-~ 
York Congress. 


GENERA, SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OY CONGIHSB, 
i; (Rend Maroh G, 1776.) , 
Albany, February 97, 1776, 
Sm: Tam honoured with your letter of the 20th why.“ 
express, advising me of the now arrangement in command, 
I shall over, sir, bo contented to remain where Congross 
thinks I can be of sorvice, My disorder is become ver 
alarming to the physicians here, but I do not think that 
is so dangerous as they imagine ; and Y hope a little relax~ 
ation from tho business of tho closet, and a moderate de~ 
gee of exercise, will re-establish me tolerably well, 

*T shall not be able to leave this until all the troops dos- 
tined for Canada are passed, and until the batteaus, are 
built at Fort-George, and every thing got into such a 
train as that General Lee's intended military operations in: 
Canada may not be retarded, nor.tho Aitiny suffer for want, 
of provisions. é ‘ 
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The Convention of New- Yori, in a letter of tho 22d, 

advises mo that they are unablo to supply me with cither 
* tJ J 
arms, blankets, or clothing, for Colonel Pan Schaack’s 

Rogiment. {hope I shall be able to oquip them, although 
it will bo very difficult to procure arms. 

In a letter from the Committee appointed by the New- 

Yorke Convention to convey the heavy cannon destined for 
Quebecie, they asic me what shot there is at the posts above, 
T havo answered, “nono for the cinnon they have in 
‘charge ;? and as they have said nothing about carriages, t 
“fear thoy have not attended to it, I have, therefore, wrote 
them on the subject, that the cannon may not be detained, 
on their arrival here, until the carriages are constiucted, 
The best of the common carriages in the country are insuls 
ficient to transport the least of them. 

There is scarcely pork suilicient to he got on the east 
side of Lludson’s River to supply the small quantities in- 
tended to be stored near that river, What is gone to Ca- 
nada, and remains at the posts above, will serve the Army 
but a very short time; and vo supplies of the meat lind 
ean be had, even with hard cash, in Canada, from the bo- 

inning of April until the middle or Jattor end of Septem 

er; hence, a very considerable quantity of provisions will 
he wanted, I shall, therefore, order tho Commissary-Ge- 
neral to send for ono thousand barrels of pork to New- 
Jersey ¢ but, being apprehensive that the men-of-war will 
not suffer auy vessels to pass, [have directed that it should 
be sent by water to Hackensack, from whenes 1 believe 
the waverse to Hudson's River is abort, and sloops may 
be sent down to transport it to (hid place, But as this 
will be fay fram boing a suiicleney, L propose, if agreenblo 
to Congress, and that they judge freah meat cheaper than 
salt pork, (which ia vory doubtful with mo, on uecount of 
tho numbers last in driving, oxten waste in issuing, &e..) 
that a continued supply of cattle should be sent to Onion= 
River, to bo from thence conveyed in our vessols and row 
gatleys to St. John’s; but not to be put on board at Onion- 
River until thero is a fair wind, lest they should sufler in 
tho passaga, 1 do not moan that the eattle should bo sent 
bofore there is grags sufficient for their subsistence on the 
road, and sedge, or something, to be got to feed thom 
during tho passage. 

Since writing the abovo, 1 have considered, that as Lud- 
son’s Rivas ia not yet open, the delay of lnying the matter 
about the pork before Congress, for their determination, 
enrmot be attended with any evil consequences, and they 
may probably adopt a hetter mode. If they can give or- 
ders to some person in Jersey to purchase the pork, and 
sond it as above, Mr. Peder Zabriskic, of Llackensacle, a 
real fiend to our cause, might be omployed to see it trans- 
ported to Lludson's River, 

Enclose the orders 1 haye issued for regulating the issu- 
ing of provisions, Theso are, in a great measure, similar 
ta those T made on tho 20th of Judy last. An immediate 
punishment on the first offender, will, 1] hope, have tho do- 
sirad offeot, J shall order a strict watch to be kapt, and 
the first Commissary that breaks the orders I will cause to 
bo turned out of the employ. 

Tho bost of the battcaumen may be got for three shil- 
lings a day, currency, which is cheaper than to employ sol- 
diers; for, in thirty days, it amounts to only six shillings 
and eight pence moro than a soldier’s pay and fatigue- 
money, and they will transport nearly double the quantity 
of stores, in the samo time, that a like number of men 
would do who are unaccustomed to the business; and they 
are employed as soon as raised, which will take only four 
ov five days, If the Lakes should open before I can heat 

. from Congress, I will venture to raise a company of ono 
sstaendred, for L foresce that great quantities of provisions 
tustrbe sent into Canada, 

Ble) Bb most respectfully, your obediont, humble ser- 
vant, s+ . 


To the Honourable Tohn ancocke, 


GENERAL ORDERS, . 

Wond-Quartors, Albany, Fobruary 27, 1776, 
Wherens, great abuses have heretofore prevailed, as well 
in the returns made for drawing ‘provisions, and in issuing 
the same, a3 by embezzlements of thosd employed in the 
twaneportation s In order to prevent which for the future, the 


Pasir Scnuyenn. 
RE 
Esquire, &e. 
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following orders are strictly anid minutely to be attended to 
and complied withs ‘Tho Doputy Commissnry-Geneval, 
and his Deputies, to keap oxact accounts of ail stores; of 
what kind soover, by hin or them forwarded from one place 
to another, specifying the particulars sent, the time when, 
the person, or persons, carrying them, delivering, at tha 
samo tine, X copy ef such vecount to the person taking tho 
provision, or stores, in charge; upon the delivery whereas, 
such porson shall receive a certificate from tha Comuyissn« 
ry, or person to whom the same was 8o to have been deli- 
vered; but, if there shall bo a deficiency in any of tho 
articles, the Commissary, or person to whom the same 
shall he delivered, shall mark such deficiency on the certi« 
ficnte, aud charge the person to whose care the provision, 
or stores, had been delivered, with such deficioncy, in a 
hook to be kept for that purpose, and transinit a monthly 
return thereal to the Deputy Commissary-General, who 
shall immediately send a copy thereof to the Deputy Pay 
mastor-General, that he may, and he is hereby required, to 
doduet the amount out of the pay of such porsan into whose 
eave tho provisions aud stores were*delivered ; provided, 
always, that if any provisions, or stores, shall be lost by 
unavoidable accidents, and the same can be proved to bo 
80, by sworn witnesses, before any officer commanding ut 
the post where such provisions, or stores, were intended to 
ho sent to, such oflicer’s certifieuto, with the proof annex~ 
ed, shnll be a suficient youcher to the Commissary to cane 
cel such charge, by writing over against the charge, & Can- 
celled, by ordur af. eeeey COnMANdINg here”? No pro- 
vision to be issued to any troops, but upon tho return, 
signet hy the officer commanding a corps, or by the Quare 
termmaster, or by the officer, or nou-commissianed officer, 
commanding 0 party thercof, whan detached. — Aud whera« 
ag, it has frequently happened that oops, who had been view 
talled at one post to a certain time, and were ordered from 
thence, and romoved to another post, before the time to 
which they were victualled was expired, and have, never 
theless, on their arrival at such post, drawa provisions ns 
though they wera entited to it; to prevent whieh, when. 
ever nny corps moves from one place to another, tha com~ 
manding officer shall procure a certificate from tha Come 
missary , signifying to what day, inclusive, such corps was 
victuutled. The commanding ofticor of avery party shalt 
do the same jeand if a detachment is composed of men from 
diferent corps, and who may bo vietualled to diferont days, 
the return shall bo mada, aud the certificate shall specify 
the time to which cach was victualled; ond the Conmise 
sary at any post shall revictual suda men, unless such cere 
tificate Le produced; but Jest, hy the negligence of any 
oficer in not procuring the certificates, the mon should suf 
for for want of provisions, and the servicw be obstractad, tha 
Commissary is permitted to victan) the corps, or party, and 
to charge the officer commmading thorowith, and waite New 
turns, that tho sane may bo deductod out of his pay, asin 
tho preceding article: provided that, if such cortifiente be 
procured and dolivered within thirty days after the drawing 
of such provision without certificate, the Commissary shall 
cancel tho charge, in mannor before directed. Evary Com. 
missary to keep the accounts of provision issued to every 
corps, or parts or dotachmonts of corps, soparately, that it 
may be readily compared with the monthly raturns, as a 
check upon tho provision returns, All provision returns, 
or orders to issue provisions, to he by the Commissary num- 
bered and endorsed, with the date, and numbor ef men vie~ 
tualled, and carefully filed, to be produced wher callad for, 
A weekly return to bo made to the commander-in-chiel of 
the Department, and to the General Oficer commanding the 
troops in Canada, of what provisions are in store at every 
place in tho Northorn Department. "The Commissary to 

apply to the commanding officers at overy post for workin 
parties, (o assist in securing the provisions and stores; and 
such commanding officers are horchy required to give such; 
working partios, and offer all kind of assistance in their 
power, to secure tho provisions and publick stores, very 

Jommissary in the Northorn Department to kveg thair or. 

dors continually posted up in his issuing-store, that no par 
son who may bo concerned in tho exegution of them may 
plead ignorance. ‘Tho officers commanding at tho diferent 
posts to have copies of them posted up in one op more 
publick placos about their posts. é 
Hurny,B. Livinaston, Aid-dergamps ys, 


. ‘ 


1513 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., FEBRUARY, 1776. 1614 


Estimate showing’ the value of different species of Provi- 
sions to be given in Hietwt of another, or the value of one 
specie to be rey in lieu of the whole species, accord- 
ing to the bill of fare settled by the honourable the Con- 
tinental Congress, the 9th of Novemunn, 1775, viz: 


Two pounds of bread, or flour, and one pound of pork, aro 
sequal to one ration of all species. 

Ono pound of bread, or flour, one pound of pork, and two 
"piats of peas, are equul to ove ration of all species. 

One pound of bread, or flour, twelve ounces of pork, and 
six ounces of butter, ave equal to one ration of all species. 

One pound of bread, or flour, one and-a-half pounds of 
beef, a half-pint of rice, or one pint Indian meal, are 
equal to ono ration of all species. 

One pound of bread, or flour, one and-n-half pounds of 
beef, one quart of spruce beer, or cider, or one gill of 
rum, are equal to one ration of all species. 

Five pounds of bread, or flour, are equal to ono ration. 

Tree pounds of beef are equal to one ration. 

Twonty-eight ounces of pork are cqual to one ration. 

Sixteen ounces of butler are equal (o one ration, 

One gullon and a half-pint of pens are equal to one ration. 

Four pints of rice ave equal to ono ration. 

Eight pints of Judian meal ave equal to one ration, 





GENERAL ARNOLD 'TO GENERAL WASITINGTON, 
Catup before Quebeak, Fahvway 27, 1776, 

Dean Gunnnar: 1 wrote you the 1th ultino, of our 
situation and prospects, since which nothing of conse- 
quence has occurred hore, ‘I'he enemy, to the number of 
about five hundred, have twice sallied out at Palace-Gate, 
with design of seizing our ficld-picces, near the Nunnory, 
but, on our troops advancing to attack them, they made 
& precipitate retroat under cover of their guns. Desor- 
tions from the garrison aro frequent, by which wo learn 
they are much distressed for fuct, and must soon burn their 
houses dnd ships. ‘T'wo officers taken at St, John’s wore 
lately sent with a flag to the walls, with a view of getting 
their families at liberty, but were refused admittance, which, 
Lam told by several deserters, incensed tha inhabitants very 
much, and caused a gieat uneasiness in the garrison, who, 
I believe, begin to grow heartily tired of sult provisions and 
confinement. We have received a reinforcement of four 
hundred mon; many aro daily coming in. I hope in the 
course of this inant we shail have four or five thousand 
men. 1 am fearful wo shall not be supplied with shot, 
shells, mortars, &c., Tam, therefore, preparing ladders for 
an assault if necossary; the extensiveness of their works 1 
think will render their defence impracticable, 

J havo, this minute, the pleasure of your favour of the 
Qh ultino. Lam greatly obliged to you for your good 
wishes, and the concern you express for me. Sensible of 
the vast importance of this country, you may be assured 
my utinost exertions will not bo wanting to efleot your 
wishes, in adding it to tha United Colonies. JT am fully of 
your opinion, that che balance will tura in whose favour it 
belongs. ‘The repeated successes of our raw, undisciplined 
troops, over the flower of the British army; tho many 
utiexpeoted and remurkable occurrences in our favour, are 
plain proofs of the overruling hand of Providence, and 
justly demands our warmest gratitudo to Eleaven, which f 
make no doubt will crown our virtuous efloris with success, 
No doubt Administration will exert themsolyes in sending a 
large forcoxthis way in tho spring; but if we are fortunate 
enough to reduce the city before they arrive, I make no 
daubt of keeping it, as we shall have the interest of the 
eguntry jn general, to which the raising two regiments of 
Canadians (which Congress have ordered) will not a linle 
conduce, 

Tam sorry to inform you, notwithstanding every precau- 
tion that could be used, the sraall-pox has crept in among 
ihe troops; we have near ovo hundred mon in the Lospi- 
ta}; in general it is favourable, very few have died. 1 hava 
moved thé inhabitants of the vicinity of Quedeck into the 
country, agd hope to prevent ils spreading any further. 

The severity of the climate, the Woops very illy alad, 
and worse paid; the trouble of reconciling matters among 
the inhabitants, and lately an wheasiness among some of 
the New- Yori, and other officers, who think themselves 
neglected in the new arrangement, while those who de- 


serted the cause and went home last fall, have been pro- 
moted; in short, the choice of difficulties I havo bad to 
encounter, has rendered it so very perplexing, that I have 
often been at a loss how to conduct matters. / 

As Goneral Sehiyler's iM state of heulth will not permit 
his coming this way, I was in hopes Genesal Lee, or some 
experienced officer, would have been sent (o take the com- 
mand here, ‘The service requires a person of greater abili- 
lies and experience than [can pretend to. General Hoos- 
ter writes me his intention of coming down here; Tam 
afraid he will not be able to leave Montreal. 

LT have the pleasure to inform you my wound is entirely 
healed, and Tam able to hobble about my room, though 
my leg is a little contracted and weak, 1 hone soon to be 
fit for action. We ave waiting impatiently, expecting to 
hear of some capital blow being stuck with you. 

1 beg my compliments to the gentlemen of your family, 
and am, with great respect and esteem, dear General, your 
obedient, and very humble servant, B. Annou. 


To General Washington, 





BDWARD WILLIAMS TO GOVERNOUR TRUMNULI, 
Hartford, February 27, 1778, 
Sin: 1 find myself under the necessity of applying to 
ou by letter, as the vostrictions Tam Inid under by this 
sommittes deprive me at present of a personal interview, 
which L requested on my arrival hore near a fortnight ago. 
Tho artillery, which belonged to the late garrison at Sé 
John's, were, by somo mistake, during my absence, sapa+ 
rated from Major Preséon and tho vest of the gurison. 
They aro at present dispersed so far beyond tho limits as~ 
signad to me, that it is out of my power to discharge the 
trust reposad in me as their commanding officer, to seo 
them properly taken euro of, or to be answerable for their 
good conduat, 

John Miller, matvoss in my company, by trade a car 
penter, is zone to worl nt some very considerrble distance, 
forty or filly miles from this place, without the knowledge 
or consent of Licutenant Smith, who he ought to have aps 
plied tas nor cau any of the gentlomen af this Committea 
inform mo whether he obtained a pass from them. ‘Three 
mon, billeted at or near /indsor, have sold the naw cloth- 
ing, which 1 had just supplied them with, though they xe~ 
ceived two months’ subsistenco at the same time; yet these 
mon expect, no donbt, that Government will continue to 
clothe and pay them, ‘These, sir, are grievances which I 
hope you will redress, by ordering, or at least requesting, 
that no person whatever shall purchnso any clothing or 
necessaries from a soldier, 

Tho troops under Major Preston, ot Fanenstar, being al 
quartered together, are properly inspected and kept in good 
order by chair oflicers ; and as tho Artillery now in this Pro» 
vineo aro uuder the same capitulation, 1 must beg of you 
to order thom to bo billeted within my limits, that T may 
dischargo my duty to them, agreeable to tho spirit and der 
sign of the capitulation, which provided for the garrison 
being together. In tho mean time I oust request your 
leave for Lieutenant Smith and myself, to go to Canacn 
and Salisbury, &e., on Monday noxt, in order to pay the 
men some subsistence, particularly a3 some of them havo 
{nmilies and aro in want of many necessaries. We shall 
return on Wednesday or Lhursday. ‘Che orders of Con- 
gyess, respecting the limits assigned to us, will nol, Lappre- 
hend, bo infringed by this leave, as that order is genaral, 
and, consequently, leaves particular exceptions to tho judgs 
thent of the Governour, as : 

If you think proper to send me the order for romovin 
tha men within my limits, Loan have it executed while 
am upon the spot.” I have only further to bog the favour 
of you, to send mo your leave to come to Lebanon, as soon 
as convenient, as the shortest and onsiest matters become 
long and difficult to sotto hy letter. cood 

Lam, sir, your very humble servant, 4 

Knwarn WinrrAnss 


TeTlis Excellency Governour Trumbull, at Lebanon ° 


GENERAL WASIIINGTON TO GENENAL §OIUYLER. ; 
Cambridgo, Fobraary 27, 1776. 


Dean Sm: Last nigh J regeived your favour of the 


. 
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14th instant, by Mr. Benneit, enclosing a general return of 
the artillery and military stores in our possession, in Ca- 
nada, : 

Je gives me great plensure to hear that you are impro- 

ving in your health. Before long J most sincerely hope 
you will ba so recovered us to be able to go to the Army in 
Canada, whore, Lam convinced, you are much wanted, and 
would be of the highest servico at this important crisis. 
doubt not of there being a good deal of confusion and dis- 
ordor in that quarter, which, I flatter myself, would in a great 
measure subside, and be composed by your presence. It 
is natural enough that Mr, MMadicer's resentment should be 
up for the wrongs he has suffered ; it is incident to huma- 
nity, but yet the passions of individuals ought never to pre 
vail so far as to injure the state. : 

Lam sorry to find that tho quantity of artillery and imili- 
tary stores is so small and inconsidurable, as appears by the 
return, I had hoped that you wero better provided with 
the former, and, also, with much more aninunition than 
you haya, particulaly powder, and that the distresses no 
where else wera equal to mine for want of this capital 
necessary, Would Fortune but give you possession of 
Quobecl, then would our wants be mostly supplied; may 
she smile propitious, and your viltuous struggles bo crown- 
ed with success. ‘Lhe reduction of this foruess would be 
attended with consequences of the most happy and salutary 
nature to our great caus, mil as General Arnold, with 0 
handful of men, has heen able to maintain the blockade, | 
look forward with pleasing confidence tw the day when your 
boing propetly reinforecd, will oblige it to surrender 

Wo hive just completed a large and strong wok on 
Lachmere's Point, opposite 10 New- Boston, wid avo about 
to tnlo post on tho iNcights of Dorchester, with a vivw of 
dvawing the enemy out. ‘These Hoights will command a 
Jnvge part of the town, and almost the whole harbour, and 
give us an opportunity of distressing the enemy whenever 
we may bo propetly provided with necessaries for carrying 
on @ cannonado and bombardment. Uf any thing will in- 
duco General Lowe to risk an engagement, it will bo this. 
Sam dotorinined to do ovary thing in my power to bring 
on one, and that as soon as possible, Tow far my views 
may be answered, time must determine, 

When 1 sent Colonel Mor in pursuit of artillery, 1 did 
not design (hat you should have bean disfinisheds | on! 
meant that he should have brought fiom Canada such ord- 
nance as you could convenicntly spare; but from your let 
ter and the return, Tam Jed to think that you are in want. 
T have boon informed that Gonernt Juce hns lately secuved 
alarge number of heavy cannon and shot that were at New- 
York, fiom whenee, | imagine, you may gota supply of 
What you want, which you cannot be supplied with else- 
whore, Ifyou will acquaing mo, L will most readily give 

‘ou every assistance in my power, and deom mysell’ happy 
W Lean contibute to roliove your necussities in any mane 
nev 

Lam, doar sir, with great segard, your alleetionnto, hum 


ble sorvan 
L ty Gronats Wasinnaevon, 


To tho Honourable General Schuyler, 


STBPIEN MOXLAN ‘TO GENERAL WOOSTER. 
. Cambridge Fobruury 27, 1776, 
Sin; T have itig cammand from his xcollency General 
Washington to acqinint you that the Indians, who wore 
Intely here from Canada, are very much dissatisfied that 
Mr. St, Luke La Corne, is suffered to be at liberty; ho if, 
by all accounts, a dangerous person, therafore, think it will 
» de bottor for our own safety, and to quiet the minds of the 
Tadians, to have that gentleman sent out of that Province, 
Xour, compliance herewith will be pleasing to his Excel- 
lanoy, and he is strougly of opinion will be of very gront 
seryice to the American cause, 
{ havo the honour to be, sir, your most obetliont, humblo 


servant 
? Srerimn Movnay, P. 1.8, 
To Genoral Wooster, cy 


Coc 
GOLONEL PATRICK HENRY’S RESIGNATION. 
Williamsburgh, Virginia, Maroh 1, 1776, 
“Meaterday morning the troops in this‘¢ity being informed 
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that Patriek Henry, Esq., Commander-in-chief of the Pir- 
ginit Forces, resigned his commission tha day preceding, 
(Pebruary 28th,) and was about to leave them, the whole 
went into mourning, and, under arms, waited on hin at his 
lodgings, when thoy addiessed him in the following nian- 
nar: 

© Vo Parnick Unnay, Jon, 2sq.: ° 

© Deeply impressed with a grateful sense of tho oblign- 
tions we lio under to you, for the polite, huang, and ten- 
der teatment manifested to us throughout the wholo of your 
conduct, while wo had tho honour of being under your 
command, permit us to ofler you our sincere thanks, ag tho 
only tribute we have in our power to pay to your real’ 
merits. 

‘Notwithstanding your withdrawing yoursolf from the 
servieo fills us with the most poignant sorrow, og it at once 
deprives us of our father and General, yet, as gontlomen, 
we ure compelled to apphud your spirited resentment to 
the most gluring indignity. May your merit shine as con- 
spicuons to the world in general as gt hath done to vs, and 
may Heaven showor its choicest blessings upon you, 

“Williamabargh, Feb aary 89, 1776," 

To whieh he cetorned the following Answer: 


Grvevemen: Lam extremely obliged to you for your 
approbation of my conduct, Your Address does me the 
highest honour. "Lhis kind of testimony of your regard to 
mo would have been an ample reward for services much 
greater than LE have had the power to perform, [return 
you, and gach of you, gontemen, my best acknowludg- 
monty, for the spirit, alnority, and ent, yoo have constant. 
ly shown in your several stations. J nm unhappy to part 
with you. TF leave the serviee, but [leave my heart with 
you. May God bloss you, and give you success and safe~ 
ty, and make you the glorious instrament of saying our 
eountry.” 

After the Ofticers had received Colonel Heney’s kind 
answor to their Addregs, they ingisted upon bis dining with 
tham, at tho dtalefgh Lavern, before his departara, and 
alter dinner a nonber of them proposed escorting him out 
of town, but wero provented by some unensiness gatting 
among tho soldiery, who assembled in a tumultious man 
ner and demunded their discharge, and declaring their un- 
willingness to serve under any other commander, Upon 
which Colonel ZZenry found it necessary to stay a night 
longer in town, Which he spent in visiting tbo soveral Lor. 
mcks, and used every argument in his power with the 
soldiery to Iny aside their imprudent resolution, and to con- 
tinue in the servico, whieh be had quitted from motives in 
which his honour, ulong, was concerned, nnd that, although 
ho was prevented from serving his country ina military 
cnpacity, yet his utmost abilitics should ever bo oxartod for 
the real interest of the United Colonies, in support of tho 
glorious cause in which they had engaged. "This, necom- 
panied with tho extraordinary exertions of Colonel Chriy- 
tian, and the othor ofticors present, happily produced the 
desired effect, tho soldiors esa acquicscing, And 
wo have now the pleasure to assure the publick that those 
bravo fellows ara now pretty well reconciled, and will spend 
the last drop of theiy blood in thelr country’s defence. 


\ 
Address to Patrick Penny, Jun., Eag., late Command« 
ar-in-chief of the Virginia TForees, 7 
Sm: Deeply concerned for the good of ourcountry, we 
sincerely lament the unhappy necessity of your resigna- 
tion, and with all the warmth of affection assure you, that 
whatever nny have given rise to tha indiguity lately oar. 
ed to you, we join with the general voica of the poople, 
and think it our duty to make this publick declaration of 
our high respect for your distinguished morit, ‘To your 
vigilanes and {udgment, 1g a Sonator, this United Conti. 
nent bears amplo testimony, while she prosecutes her stead 
opposition to thoso destructive Ministeriql measures whioh 
your eloquence first pointed out and taught to resont, and 
your resolution led forward to rasist. ‘lo your extensive 
popularity the sorvico, also, is grontly indebted for the ox. 
pedition with which the tgoops were raised ; and while they 
wore continued under your command, the firmness, oandour, 
and politeness, which formed the complexion of your cone 
duct towards them, obtained the signal approbation ‘of the 
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wise anid virtuous, and will leave ypon our minds the most 
grateful improssion. 

Although retired from the immediate concerns of war, 
we solicit the continumee of your kindly attention. We 
know your attachment to the best of causes ; we have the 
fullest confidence in your abilities, and in tho rectitude of 
your viows, and, however willing the envious may be to 
undermine an established reputation, we trust the day will 
come, when justice shall prevail, and thereby secure you 
an honomablo and happy return to tho glorious employ- 
ment of conducting our councils and hazurding your fife in 
the defence of your country. 

With the most grateful sentiments of regard andl esteem, 
we are, sir, very respectfully, your most obliged and obe- 
dient, humble servants. 

Signed by wpwards of’ ninety Officers, at Kenr's 
Lannpina, Surronx, and WILLassBurci. 


Williamsburgh, Marah 9, 1776, 

The following is an pxact copy of the Commission sent 
from the General Congress to the Committee of Safety, 
appointing Colonel 2éenry to the command of the First 
Rogiment or Battalion in this Colony taken upon the Canti- 
nental establishment, agreeable (o the requisition of the lust 
Gonvention. 

In Conannss. 
The Delegates of the Unrrun Conronins of Nuw-ITasp- 
‘snine, Massactusetcs-Bay, Ruone-lsnanp, Con- 

Neoricur, Nuw-Youx, New-Jnasny, Punnsynvanta, 

the Counties of New-Casrin, Krav, and Sussex, on 

Denawann, Manycanp, Vinainta, Nowru-Canontna, 

Sourn-Canorina, and Gronara, to Parnick Henny, 

Esquire. 

We, reposing especial trust and confidence in your pa- 
triotism, valour, conduct, and fidelity, do by these presents 
constitute and appoint you to be Colonel af the First Bat 
talion of Virginia Forces, in the Army of the United Co~ 
lonies, yaised for the defence of American liberty, and for 
repelling every hastile invasion thereof, You are, there- 
fore, caroully and diligently to discharge the duty of Colo- 
nel, by doing and performing all manner of things thereunto 
belonging. And wo do strictly charge aud require all afti- 
cers und soldicrs under your command to berobedient to 
your orders as Colonal, and you aro to observe and follow 
auch orders and directions, from time to time, as you shall 
receive from this or a future Congress of tho United Colo- 
nica, or Committee of Congress for that purpose appointed, 
ot Commander-in-cliel (for the time being) of the Army 
of tho United Colonics, ov any other superior oflicer, ac- 
cording to tho rales and discipline of war, in pursuance of 
the trast reposed in you, "L his commission to cantinus in 
force until revoked by this ora future Congiess, 

By ordor of the Congress: 

Joun UWancoux, President, 
Atlost: Cnanuis ‘Tuonson, Secretary, 
Philudolphia, Fobraary 19, 1776, 


Willliamaburgh, Mare 15, 1776, 

Tam informed a report is prevailing throughout the Co- 
Jony that the Committea of Safety were the cause of Colo- 
nel Hlenry’s resigning the command of his battalion, which 
it js supposed hath received confirmation from the Address 
of the Officers to that gentleman, in which thoy speak ofa 
glaring indignity having been offered him, if it was not whol- 
ly derived from that source, That the good people of the 
country may be traly informed in this matter, the following 
stata of fagis is submitted, without comment, to the impar- 
tinl judgment of the publick: 

As soon as the last Convention had voted the raising 
saven new battalions of troops, bosides augmenting the old 
onas, the Committee of Safety informed our Delegates to 
Congress of that vote, desiring they would use their best 
epdeavourg to hayo the wholo supported at Continental 
expense ; in angwor to which a letter was reccived from 
the Delegates, dated the 30th of December, of which tho 
following is an extract + , 

«The resolutions of Congress for taking our six addi- 
tional (they would not agree to take the other two) batia- 
lions into Continental pay, and for permitting any exporta- 
tion for supplying our countrymen with salt, are enclosod.” 


‘ 
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Tt was supposed, from hence, an intention prevailed in 
Congress to pass by the two old batfalions and tako six of 
the naw ones into Continental pay, which, as it was suid 
those officers would take preeedeucy of Provincial onas of 
equal rank, was generally thought wrong, since it would 
degrade the officers of the first two battalions; and, to 
avoid this, the Convention came toa Resolution the 10th 
January, of whieh the following is part : 

“Should the Congress adhere to their resolution of 
taking into Continental pay no more than six battalions, let 
it be earnestly recommended to them to suffer our two pre- 
sent battalions (to be completed as before-mentioned) to 
stand first in the arrangement, since otherwise the officers 
fist appointed by this Convention, most of whom have al- 
ready gono through a Inborious and painful service, will be 
degraded in their ranks, and there ig too much reason to 
apprehend that great confusion will ensue.” 

‘The worthy gentleman (not a member of the Committee 
of Safety) who proposed this Resolution, informed the Con- 
vention he bad consulted some of the oflicers of the First 
Regiment, who wished to have their rank preserved, though 
it was foreseen the pay would be reduced, 

The Commitice of Safety, in a letter to the Delegates, 
dated the 25th of January, onclosing this Resolution, thus 
write: 

* You havo a list of tho Field-Officers, ns they stand 
recommended, and we doubt not recciving their commis« 
sions in tho Siko order, with blanks for the proper number 
of Captains and Subalterng. If, however, the resolution of 
Congiess should be unallerably fixed to allow us but six 
hattulions, you will please to attend to that part of the re- 
solve which recommends their being the first six, as 0 point 
of great consequenco to out harmony, which may be ine 
volved in the good of the common enuse.” 

‘The Committe of Safety nfierwards received the com- 
missions (wholly filled up) for tho Field-Oflicers of six 
battations, in tho iank they stood recommended by the 
Convention, beginning with Colonel Elenry, and ending 
with Colonel Buckner, of the Sixth Battalion, with diree« 
tions to deliver them. Colonel Henry was necordingly 
offered his commission, which ho declined accepting, and 
retived without assigning any reasons, 

As to tho General Officers, tho Convention left them 
ontirely to the choice of tho Congress, without recommend- 
ation, nor did tho Committeo of Safety at all intermeddlo 
miley ehaioe. A Frisno vo Troru, 


The Addross of the Officers to Colonel Henry, nnd the 
Zolonel’s reply, has led sume of our enemies to hope there 
would bo a great discontent in the Army, by which our 
military operations would be retarded, and that there would 
be a considerable murmuring against the Congress; but 
they are mach mistaken, It is true, the oflicers and sol- 
diers were vory unhappy at parting with so amiable x com- 
mander as Colonel Uenry, and might be a litle imprudent 
in Some expressions on the occasion; but thera is not a 
man of them who is not so warmly attached to the glove 
ous cause he is engaged in, as to serve with alncrity under 
any commander, rather than it should sufler ; and Colonel 
Ikenry, himself, is a gentleman of so much honour, and so 
true a patriot, that he never will countenance a murmur 
against the Congress; nay, so far from it, that it is highly 
probable he will soon bo found in that august assembly, 
urging, with his powerful eloquence, the necessity of pro- 
sgouting the war with redoubled vigour. 

J am a sincere friend to the Congress and Colonel Henry, 


’ ee 
AN JIONEST FANNER TO NR. PUNDTE, 


I was not surprised ta sec, in_your last week's Gazatto, 
tho resignation of 2. LZenry, Esq. Inte Commander-ine 
chiof of all the Virginia Yorces, and Colonel of the First 
Regiment, TFvom that great man’s aminblo dispasitlon, 
his invariable perseverance in the cause of liberty, Aya" pe 
prehond that envy strove to bury in obscurity histindttial 
talents, fettered and confined, with only an empty title, thé 
mere echo of authority, his superior abilities lay inactive, 
nor could be exerted for his honour ohis eduntry’s good, 

Virginia way truly boast, that in him she finds the able 
statesman, the soldier’s father, the best of citizens, and - 
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liberty’s dear friend ; elad with innocence, as in a coat of 
muil, he is proof against every serpontile whisper. The 
officers and soldiers, who know him, are riveted to his bo- 
som: when he speaks, all is silence ; when ho orders, they 
cheerfully oboy; and in the fiold, under so sensible, 80 
prudent an officer, though hosts oppose them, with shouts 
thoy mact their armed foe, the sure prosuges of viclory and 
success, 

Let us, my countrymen, with grateful hearts, remember 
that he carved off the standard of liberty, and defeated 
Grenville in his favourite Stamp Act. 

An Hoynsr Fanwnn. 





CATO TO MESSRS. DIXON AND HUNTER 


Guyvrouann: Mor any aan, or body of men, to fling 
out general reflections in common newspapers, with an in- 
tention to degrade the characters of gentlemen acting in 
publick stations, is ag anmanly as it is disingenuous. ‘True, 
genvina honowr revolts against such conduct; it abhors 
general accusations, which do not discriminate the persons 
accused, or point out tho crimes for whieh they aro to 
answer, Such accusutions aro scarcely to be met with in 
history of tho most barbarous nations; they expose the 
innocent to the malevolence of the ill-natured, cralty, and 
dosigning, und are repugnant to the great duties of moral 
obligation. 

+ Pwas led, Mv. Printers, into this way of thinking Hast 
roading two Addresses from some olicers to Colonel Lar 
ty, published in Purdie’s paper, containing many severe 
and general censures, without distinguishing the persons for 
whom thoy were intended. As Colonel Lenry, in bis ans 
swer to the first Address, has not attompted to remove 
these consures, but seems to adiit tham to he just, | have 
taken the liberty to lay before the publick a fair and can- 
did datail of facts, relative to Colonel Lenry’s appointment 
as an officer (o command in our military establishment, and 
leave it to the publicl to determine whether these censures 
are just or not, 

L have no inclination to enter into a literary controversy ; 
Tam williag to give honour to wham honour is dua, but 1 
disdain to becomo the sycophantick flatterer, or lo hoap 
commendations upon any man when [ am convinced he 
does not deserve them, especially, when such commenda- 
tions may be disadvantageous to the true interest of my 
country. 

Tho Convention, which mot at Richmond in July last, 
passed an ordinance for raising and embodying a suflicient 
force for the delenco and protection of this Colony. By 
this ordinance two regiments of regular forces were to ba 
raised, each regiment to bo commanded by a Colonel, 
Licutonant-Colonel, and a Major, who wero to be appoint- 
ed by the General Convention. Tho other oflicers were 
to be appointed by the Committeos of the several districts 
into which the ordinance divided the Colony. Besides 
these wo regiments of regular forous, Minute battalions, 
consisting of five hundred men cach, wore to be raised in 
tha several clistricts, to bo commanded by proper officers 
appointed by the District Committeos; the Militia of tho 
sovernl Counties wero to be now regulated, under officers 
to be Appointed by the Commitces of the Counties. 

, Agreoable to the direction of the ordinance, the Conven- 
tion procéeded to the appointment of field-ollicers to com- 
mand the two regiments, and determined tho choice should 
be made by ballot. Mr. Patrick Henry, Mr. Hugh Mer- 
cer, Mr, Lhomas Nelson, aud Mr, William Woodford, 
were asa recommonded to be Colonel of the First 
Regiment. It was objected to Mr. Zdenr'y, that his studies 
HM been diroctod to civil and not to military pusuits; 
that he was totally unacquainted with the art of war, and 
had no knowledge of military discipline; and that such a 

person, was very unfit to bo at tho head of troops who were 

ilkely to be engaged against a well disciplined army, com= 
manded by experianced and able Generals, 'I'heso objoa 
tions were auawered by ono gentleman, who said, that Mr, 

Henry solicited the’ appointment, which he supposed Nir, 
Henry would vot have done i he did not think himself 
qhalifed to command. Mr. Mercer was objected to for 
being a North-Briton, In answar to this objection, it was 

mitted that, Mr. Mercer was born in Satin, but that 
hgrtame to America in his early years, ddd had constantly 
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resided fn it from his first coming over s that his fumily, and 
all his other connexions were in this Colony; that ho had 
uniformly distingnished himself a warm and firm friend to 
the rights of America; and what was of principal conside-, 
ration, that ho possessed great military, as well ag literary 
abilities, Mr. Nelson acknowledged Mr, Mercer's military 
abilities, declared he would not oppose his appointment, 
and hoped that he himself should not bo voted for, Ma, 
HVoodford, who was not at that timo of the Conveation, 
spoko very largely without doors in favour of Mr. Mercer, 
declared he was willing to servo under him, as he knew 
him to be a fino officer, 

Upon examining tho votes in tho ballot-box, the num- 
bers appeared as follows: For Jligh Mercer, Misq., forty~ 
one; for Putriek Henry, Msq., forty ; for Thomas Nelson, 
Kisq., eight; and lor FFiliam Moodford, Misq., one, But 
ag the numbor of votes upow tho bullot, for Mr, Mercer, 
were nota majority of tho wholo House, the question, ae- 
cording to rule estublished by the Convention, was then 
pot, whether Mr, Mercer or Mr. Ffenry, upon whom the 
greatest numbers full, should be appointed to command the 
said regiment, when a small majority appenred in favour 
of Mr. Feary ; and, thereupon, it was reso ved that thp said 
Mr, Flenry be appointed Colonel of the First Regiment. 

Mr. Henry being thus appointed to tho command of the 
First Regiment, and the other oflicers choson according to 
the direction of tho ordinanca, 1 Committee was appointed: 
to draw up and roport proper forma of commissions to bo 
grantod for tho officers of the regular foreos, Minuto batta« 
lions, and Militia, ‘Chis Committee did not male their 
report ll the Inst day of the session, when the House wag 
very thin, and only fifty-fivo members present, Tbe com- 
mission reported by them, as proper to ba granted to the 
Colonel of the First Regiment, began with tho fallawing 
preamble: « Whoreas, by a resolution of the Dologates of 
this Colony, in Convention assembled, it was determined, 
that you, the said Patrick Llenry, Jésq,, should be-Colonel 
of the First Regiment of Macular, and Commander-in- 
chief of all tho lorees to bo raised for the protection nnd 
delonce of this Colony.” ‘This was cortainly a mistake in 
the Committoe, as no dotermination of the Convention had 
appointed bim Commander-in-chief of all the Porces to be 
raised for the defence of tho Colony, but only Colonol of 
tho First Regiment. Whether this mistake was ationded 
to by the Convention when {ho report was made, L do not 
pretend to know; but lot that be as it may, thoso words 
could not give him any other command than that of Com« 
mander-in-chief of tha two regiments, and of such detach 
ments from the Minute battalions and Militia as should be 
directed by the Convention, or Committee of Safety, to act 
in conjunction with them, according to tha oxprasy provi- 
sion of the ordinance by which they were to bo ynised, 
and tho oxpress declaration of his commission, ‘The com 
mission itself males this evident, as it requires him to pay 
dao obodience to all ordors and instructions which from 
time to time ho should receive from the Convention, or 
Committee of Safety appointed and ompawered during the 
recoss of tho Convention, to superintend and direct the 
military operations for the defenco and protection of the 
Colony, and this commission was to be held by him during 
the pleasure of the Convention, and no longer. 

‘The last Convention judged it necessury to augment the 
two regiments to ten companies each, and to raise six new 
regiments for the defence of the Colony, each consisting of 
ten companies, besides a battalion of five hundfod mien, to 
he stationed at the astern Shore; the whole to be com- 
manded by a Major-Genoral and two Brigadier-Genorals, 
who were to be appointed by Congxess. ‘The great ox- 
penso which would necessarily ba incurred if so largo tt 
loree, exclusive of the Minute and Militia establishmont, 
wero kept up and niaintsined by the Colony, determined 
the Convontion to direct their Delegates at the Genoral 
Congross to ondeavour to have them put upon the Conti+ 
nental establishment. In answer to this requisitionthe Dale- 
gates informed the Convention, that “ the Congrass agreed 
to tuke the six new additional battalions intoontinen- 
tal pay, but would not take tho two ‘old ones}? and that 
“ Continental offiders wore to have the command of Pro- 
vincial ofticors of equal rank, whenever they might happen’ 
to act together,” When this information from our Dele, 
gates in General Congress was taken under thé consid th 
+ Bey 
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tion of the Convention, they directed the Commitice of 
Safety to inform them, among othor important matters, that 
it be eamestly recommended to the Congress, that should 
they adhere to thoir resolution of taking into Continental 
pay no moro than six battalions, to sufler tho two old re- 
iments to stand first in the arrangement; sinco otherwise 
the officers of those regiments would bo degraded in their 
ranks, This requisition of the Convention arose princi 
pally from an information given them by some of their 
members, that the officers of tho two old regiments were 
much dissatisfied with the resolution of the Congress for 
refusing to take their regiments upon ihe Continental es- 
tablishment, which would occasion them to Jose their rank 
when acting in conjunction with Continental officers. 

As the Convention made no doubt but that this requisi~ 
tion would be complied with by the Congress, they declar- 
ed, in their ordinance for raising an additional number of 
forces for the defence and protection of this Colony, “ that 
all commissions granted by the Committee of Safety, in 
pursuance of the said, ora forrnos ordinance of Convention, 
to any regular ofticer, Should be void as soon as such ofiicer, 
or any other in his stead, should be appointed or commis- 
sioned by the Goneral Congress; and that the pay of every 
such officer should, from the time of such appointment, and 
notice thereof, given to the Committee of Safety, be the 
same ns was settled by the General Congress, 

Upon the 25th of edruary, the Committee of Safety 
rooeived a packet from tha Delegates in Congress, anclos- 
ing commissions for tho officers of tho six regiments the 
Congress had agreed to take upon the Continental esta- 
blishment, of which the old regiments were two, ‘Those 
to the Field-Ofticers were completely filled up, the others 
for the Captains and inferior officers wero left blank, to 
be fillad up by the Committee of Safety, Colonel BMenry 
heing appointed by one of thoso commissions to the com 
mand of the First Regimont, the Committeo informed him 
thereof ip a polite letter, and that they were ready to deli- 
ver him iis cominission, whenever he should think proper 
to call for it, In consequence of this lettor, Colonel Llenry 
eanio to the Committe, and the Prosident delivered him 
the commission, which, afer reading, ho returned to the 
President, aud declared that he would not accept of it, but 

ave no vensons for his refusal, and immediately left the 
sommiltee. : 

Thus, Mr. Printers, I lave given you an honest detail 
of the publick proceedings, so‘far as they relate to Colonel 
Henry, from his first appointment to the command of the 
First Rogiment to his Peal of the Continental commis- 
sion, appointing him to the samo command, according to 
tho desire and resolution of the Convention ; and I protest 
T cannot discovor any thing invidious in these prococdings, 
ot that the Icast indignity has been offered to Colonel 
Tlenry’s honour, But { will make no roflections: I sub- 
mit what 1 have said to the determination of the impartial 


public. Caro, 


CAPTAINS KENT AND HENRY TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF 

SAFETY, 
Head.Quartore, Northampton Court.Mouso, Virginia, i 
Fobruary 28, 1776, 

| Honounaniu Genrienen: Your much esteemed favour 

of the 14th instant is now before us, the contents of which 

has given much satisfaction to us, and our companies in 

general, The company from Kent County arrived here tha 

12th, and the company from Queen Anne’s on the 14th 
instant, in good health and spirits. 

Sunday night last a schooner that lay in Hunger’s Creed, 
loaded with provision was taken possession of by thirteen 
Nogroos, who attompted to make their escape to Lord Dun- 
more, but the next morning she was pursued by a whale boat, 
which overhauled her upon York-Spit, and returned with 
her Monday night; the Nogroes are now under guards, 
This is tho only remarkable cireumstanco that has happen- 
ad since ow arrival here, 

We have not hoard what officer is to tnke the command 
over us; ihe Field-Officers of the Rogulars raised in Acco- 
mack and this County are on the Mestern-Shore, but ex- 
pected over every day. The Militia and Regulars hero 
aye in q very defenceless state, and see no anxiety among 
tiem to get either disciplined or accoutved. The resolve 


Founrn Srrtzs,—Vou. iy. 
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under which we marched mentioned our coming to tho 
assistance of the juhabitants of ccomack and Northampton 
Counties; bul, wo uve persuaded, should we have an en- 
#agement at (his time, we should have but little nssistiance 
from them, but hope in a few days some companies will 
arrive from the Western-Shore. General Clinton’s arrival 
at Norfolk, with one thousand troops, we imagine you are 
informed of. 

Jt is said Dunmore has many friends in this place, though 
the complexion of tho Tories, (we are told,) changed much 
on our arrival here; however, we can say with trath, that 
we were received here with every mark of esteem and 
friendship, and the Committeo has spared no pains to pro- 
cure us comfortable quarters, We beg leave to observe, 
your wish for our continuing here the time mentioned by the 
Conveution, although we had enrolled only to serve till the 
Ist of March ; what you bave said on this head, and putting 
it in our power to draw on the Treasurer for money to pay 
wages, we hopo will havo a good effect with the companies, 
but could wish the Convention had recommended our stay- 
ing the time mentioned, rather than ordered, The Ist of 
March is very near, when wo expect a few must return 
home from necessity. As each company has brought a 
physicinn with them from home, which wo every day find 
useful and necessary, hope some provision may be made 
for them, otherwise they must be considerably out of pocket, 
as they have been, and must be, until their return home, at 
their own expense, besides finding all the medicines and 
instruments necessary. And ns you requost the companies 
to return in a body to their respective Countios, hope some 
money will be paid us to defray the expense of our match 
back, ‘hough ove of our companies was only fifteen, and 
Ue other twelve days on their march to this place, yet the 
ono hundred pounds :eceived of tho ‘Treasuvor was expend 
ed, und our Commissary not prepared to receive us, which 
much distressed us for a fow days. If nn opportunity offers 
to this place, should be glad to be furnished with the Con- 
tinental regulations ralative to wages and yictualling, the 
latter of which our Commissary either does not, or pre- 
tonds not to know any thing about, We shall endeavour 
whilst here to give all the satisfaction we can to the inha- 
bitants of this place, as far as is consistent with our duty; 
but more particularly the Provines to which wo belong, and 
shall cheerfully obey every command of our Representa- 
tives, as far ag can be dono by a pooplo who ave determin- 
ed to preserve their Jibertios; and hope tho conduct of our 
companies this campaign will not reflect dishonour, elther 
on the Province to which they belong, ar themselves, 

Woare, with every mark of esteem und respect, gontle- 
men, your obedient, humble servants, 

Janes Kena, 
Wun Denny, 
To the Council of Safety of Maryland, ; 


PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO QENERAL LEE, 
Philadotphia, Fobruary 28, 1776. 

Sin; Your letter of 22d instant has been duly received, 
and referred to a Committee of Congress, who havo not 
yet roported thereupon. 

As soon as the Congress have come to a determination 
Ishall do myself the pleasure (o communicate tho same to 
you. In the mean while I am directed to desire you not 
to set out for Canada, until you receive further orders from 
Congress. 

I have the honour to be, sir, your obedient, humble ser- 
Fant Joun Hancock, President. 


To Major-General Lee. 
~ 


— 


PLAIN HINTS ON THE CONDITION OF THE COLONIES. 
Philndelphia, Fobruary 28, 1776. 

Nothing can bo moro surprising than tho great chain of 

events which have taken place in the American Colon y 8 

within the small compass of a few years, Possibly fio"n- 






stgnces occur in the history of mankind in wh ruidle 
versal opinion has been more frequently opposgdes, tis no 
wonder, then, that we now find ourselves at a 1688, and ah 


certain where to fix. That the King can do no wrotig that. 
the interests of Greaé Brifain and the Colonies were the- 
same, reciproonl and inseparable ; that she could not injure: 
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us without injuring herself, and, therefore, we wero sale ; 
that she was a tondor parent, in whom we might confide 
implicitly; that ahe was tho grand support of freedom and 
the Protestant religion; that the King was imposed upon 
by his Ministers; that a change in Administration would 
rectify evils complained of; that the abilities and weight of 
our Sriends in Parliamont would prevent extromities; that 
our friends throughout tho nation would return a better Par- 
Jiament than the last; that the act declaring their right to 
tax us, in all cases whatever, would not bo carriadinto exe~ 
eution, but remain a harioless letter; that the several repeals 
and seaming alterations in their plan of conduct, proved a 
relinquishment of any evil intentions; that the power of 
Britain was such as wo could not oppose through one sin- 
gle campaign ; that our Provineial troops could nat face the 
regularity and discipline of British forces; that wo havo 
no resources to carry ona war; that jealousies and oppo- 
sition of interests would ever prevent a junction of the Co- 
lonies, ‘These, and a thousand other opinions in succession 
have taken full possession of us; and alter a litle while we 
have found ourselves obliged to relinquish them, ‘Chey 
were the grafts which might be expected to grow from that 
attachment to, and yeneration for, tho idea we had been 
taught to form of the wisdom, justice, and tenderness of 
Britain. 1 has, alsa, been supposed, that we are so con- 
neoted with, and dependant on Great Britain, that repeat. 
od jnjuries committed with an avowed intent to do them, 
and more, and that plundering, murder, executions, and 
conflagration, in short, that all the havock of halters, fire, 
sword, and famine, cannot destroy the debt of gratitude 
and justice we owe to that state, or nuke it our intorest to 
dissolve the connection, 

Let us examine this matter: Possibly the facts on which 
this opinion is founded may bear tho inquiry not much bet 
ter than tho facts referred to above, 

It is snid we wre indebted to Great Britain for the set 
tlements of the Colonies. ‘The truth is, when they were 
discovered it was tho cflect of accident, concurring with the 
disposition of tho hardy adventurer, 'I'ho settlement was 
made by persons who had no great reason to be obliged to 
King or Parliament; they were persecuted at home, and 
rotired from mankind to a wilderness; There thoy suffered 
maoh, and risked all, If they obtained grants from tho 
King, it could only be of security from further oppressions 

of his hand; more he could not giants even this was for a 
while refused. ‘Che land was inhabited by Natives to whom 
God had given the provey and dominion: Ofthese Natives 
the property was bought by the satileis, who cleared the 
country, cultivated the soil, and grew and prospered in the 
arts and in Government, without any oxpanse to the King, 
or Parliament of Britain. It is said we aro indebted to 
Great Britain for protection from ow foes. It should be 
soid, we have to charge Britatn with all the foes and wais 
we over had. In the infanoy of the Colonies they wero 
thought of lite value, not worth contending lor. "Tho very 
settling of tham has been treated with neglect and contempt. 
Then they wero in no danger. When their consequance 
afterwards became more apparent, and, indeed, from their 
first origin to tho prosent timo, thoy have been so much 
advanced in population, wealth, and overy advantage, as to 
he under no apprehensions from any of their neighbours: 
And had they, at any intormedinte period, extended their 
trade generally to all parts of urope, it is possible that tho 
interest of every part in our commerce, might have pro- 
vented any one Power from oppressing or injuring us; even 
Britain heiself would have found it her interest-to protect 
our peace and trade, But our forefathers were fond of thé 
pagoantry of a King, and attached to the country that gave 
teem birth, They chose the King of England to be their 
sopreme head, and flattered themselves, that though they 
were persecuted at home, yet, that ho would leave to them 
pence, liberty, and ssifety, in tho wilderness. ‘Thus we have 
se involved in every British war, Even a dispute in 

anaver was suflicient to deluge America in blood; and 
ti} the year 1766, no war had any particular reference in 
ig RE to American interests; nor ought wo to yo 
ohargotleven with that, However, the Parliament of Bri- 
iin aerrlone us the justice to soknowledge we then over- 

iid our’ proportion, and they have refunded accordingly. 
’ If afl instnnees our coasts have by them been left unguard- 

- edjand nur frontiers defenceless. When ‘France and Spain 


CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., FEBRUARY, 1776. 


1624 


scoured our shores becnuse wo were aonnocted with Bris 
dain, we have been left without a single ship-of-war, When 
we (raflicked with the Jadians back for their lund, or for 
pence, or repelled their ineursions, it was ut our own ox~ 
pens, though in many cusos thoy wero set on us by the 
foos of Britain. Shall any commercial advantages which 
we havo enjoyed be urged as a giound of gratitude or rg 
tribution? “Let tho most zealous advocate for continual 
dependanee on Britain point oul a single instance of pre- 
ferenco given by that Court to tho dmerteaa trnda Wt bo 
can; and while he hunts tha rusty records in vain for any 
such, Jet him not tuin over uunoticed the numberlesa acts 
passed lo restrict our (ree commerce, to clog with impasi+ 
tions and duties, to discourage Manufacturers and employ- 
meuts for our poor, and to give advantages, at our cost, to 
the lordly Hest-Jndians, In a fow words, the Colonies 
have paid more to Jrifain in a couse of trade, by giving 
a piealer price for goods of inferior value, &e., than if they 
had gone to other /ropean markets, than any chains the 
British partisan can feign, 

1c is said, that under this connectidh and dependance wa 
have grown and thriyen. ‘That we have thriven amazingly 
is true, ‘Tho present state of these Colonies is the ndmirae 
tion of all who have given attention to the progress of man« 
kind, of avis and sciences, But was it becnuse owe tends 
was restricted? Was it becauso wo have never, as mon; 
had the full improvement of our lands and property in our 
rower? Was it because, as socicties, or Governmants, ave 
mad nat the full and complete powers of legislation among 
ourselyos? uot this account bo fairly stated. Tetus only 
make an oxperinent of an open trade, for half the time wo 
have shackled oursalvas with confiuemunt to, as it wore, 
ono port. Let us try what improvoments wo may be drawn 
into hy a general correspondence with tha whole world, with 
people who will reyuine fiom us overy diferent aticle ow 
aa our different climates, can produce ; and from wham 
may ho had directly, at first hand, every thing requisite for 
ws. Lact us have access to the lowest and best mauket for 
every commodity. Tet this be the case, but for half the 
timo the Colonies have already oxisted, and the doubts and 
struggles too, concerning independence, will be at an end. 
Let all thoso people who ara now groaning under oppres~ 
sion and poverty, in Aurope, know that America is become 
au asylum for tho ss a and is capable of giving encour 
agement to the industrious and skilful in every art and 
business of life, and, porhapS, the most sanguine expecta 
tions would fall vastly short of the multide of honest, 
active, and ingenious citizens who would in a fow yours 
flock into this country. America has beon hitherto litte 
known abroad, Javen our bethren in Britain, whom wo 
left but a few years ago, aud with whoni we have a constant 
intercourse, know but little of us and our situation, "Tho 
other parts of Juurope must have been inconecivably lesa 
nequainted with it.” ‘Phe caso ig now greatly altored, Our 
late transactions have attrnetad the attention even of the 
common people of most of the Luropednt States ; tho lovera 
of liberty abrond have their eyes turned towards us} even 
to tho head of the Ithine, it is suid, thoy applaud our vir« 
tuous efloris, and wish us success. The fruits of our suc« 
cess they will wish with us to enjoy. A freo and general 
intercourse will throw the doors of information and oppor- 
tunity open. Possibly it might not totally depopulate the 
old world, but, without a doubt, it would multiply the mil- 
lions now in this new one, Lot it be priniad wa hava 
grown under the connection and dependance contended 
for; aro we, therefore, involved in a debt oven of grati- 
tude? Be itso: What obligations then is Brttain under 
to us? Our connection with them bas been acknowledged 
to be of the ulmost consequence td (heir trade, to thelr” 
well-being. ‘This is the Janguago of their best writors on 
commerce, and of almost every uct of Palinment in which 
America is mentioned. Beforo they had Colonies, what 
was their fleet? Mow gront was their dependance on other 
nations for the most necessary articles to carry on a wary 
avon for their own defence, and for thei? manvfactoriog ? 
Tt hag been said by themselves, that one persqy in Ame 
rica, supported four in Britain, Allow one in Britain to 
he supported by every person in America, and so sirikin 
an instance cannot be ndined in which we have receive 
henefits from hor. It is not necessury to deprecinte the ad 
vantages derived from the connection ; let it only be mk 
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stood, that they have been reciprocal, and at least equal on 
the part of Britain. This destroys tho idea of any debt or 
any duty, As of inferiors, if a religious submission to this 
connection has rendered our growth and prosperity less 
flourishing, than they would have been in a general con- 
nection, it can only be compared to the situation of a treo 
ip a little earth between two rocks, which, though it looks 
fair, and grows to a certain size, yet, had it been able to 
spread its roots, and imbibo the nourishment of an extend- 
ed soil, might soon become tho largest tree of the net 
A, B. 


SPHECH OF A FARMER TO AN ASSEMBLY OF HIS NEIGUBOURS 
OF PHILADELPHIA COUNTY, ON INS ENGAGING IN THE 
CONTINENTAL SERVICE. 


My Friends and Countrymen: 

J have observed that some of you are a little surprised 
that [, with so many inducements as { have to remain at 
home, should have resolved to quit my family and my farm 
for the fatigues and Mangers of war. J mean you should 
be perfectly satished ag to my motives. [am an Ameri- 
can, and am determined to be fiee. I was born free, and 
havé never forfeited my birthright ; nor will I ever, like the 
infatuated son of Isaac, sell it for a mess of potinge. ‘I will 
part with my Jife soonor than with my liberty ; for £ prefer 
an honourable death to the miserable and despicable ex- 
istence of slavory. 

The tyrant who would rob me of my property, because 
ho thinks he has uso for it and is able to take it from mo, 
would as soon, for tha same reason, rob me of my life, if 
it stood in his way. But it is God Almighty who gave mo 
my life, and iny property as a necessury means, among 
others, of preserving and enjoying it ; and it is Ho only that 
hath an absolute and unlimited right und power to take 
either or both away. Baing the Creator, the Supporter, 
tho perfect Ruler and Judgo of all the earth, He, only, can 
dono Wrong, Should, therefore, any creaturo whatsoever, 
or number of them, dare to usurp this sole prerogative of 
Heaven over me, [could neither answer it to my Maker, 
nor my conscience, nor my honour, if L did not resist, 
though it were to tha last drop of my bload. It is in the 
frog enjoyment of those blessings, uncontrolled Ly any hu- 
man powers, (except so far as the voice of'sthe society in 
genoral, of which wo are members, may have resigned a 
part for tho preservation ofthe whole,) that civil libert 
substantially consistath. Let no one, therefore, wonder, if 
of all earthly benefits my Croator hath bestowed on ma, I 
do most esteem my liberty. Anarchy, indoed, I depreente, 
but tyranny infinitely more. ‘The reason is obvious: the 
former, like a common surfeit, occasioned by an irregular 
and intemperate indulgence of the bodily appotites, if bat 
a little helped by simple medicine, will almost always, as I 
may say, cure itself; whereas the latter, like a devouring 
cancot’, the longer it is let alone without tho application of 
violent caustics, the faster and deopor it will root itself into 
the frame, until it gnaws out the very life of the body. 
Government is neither of (hese; it is an ordinance of Hea- 
ven, to restrain the usurpations of wicked men, to secure us 
in the enjayments of our natural rights, and to promote the 
highest political interests and happiness of society. he 
claims, therefore, of the British Parlianent of a power to 
bind us in all cases whatsoever, to give away our property 
in what measure and for what purpose they please, and to 
dispose of-our lives as they think proper, when wa have no 
yoice in the legislation, nor constitutional power allowed us 
to check their most violent procecdings, are not of the na- 
ture of Government, but in the true and strict senso of 
wheword, Tyranny.’ 

Of the tendency and operation of this diabolical sys- 
tem, aur country hath already had too deep and affecting 
oxperionce not to be sensible of them; and it requires not 

‘the spirit of supernatural propheoy to foretell the end of 
them, should they not be seasonably controlled. Control- 
led, did say ?* Blest be the spirit of American liberty, 
wigdom, gnd valour! they have been controlled. But, my 
friends, it is evident jve can never have safoty, liberty, and 
peace, until, by an unremitting and vigorous application of 
the axe, now Jaid to the root df the: tree, we havo totally 
overturned, in these Colonies, the power that would demo- 
Jishus. Not to speak of the unweatied art and assiduity 
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of the British King and Pavlinment those twelve years 
past, to fasten on us the shackles of slavery, let mo only 
remind you of the base and cruel measures to subjugate 
us, since we have been obliged to take up arms in our tlo- 
fence, What stone havo they left unturned? What device 
to ruin us, though never so mean, barbarous, and bloady-— 
such as no heart but thet of a dovil anda tyrant can refrain 
shuddering at—have they not pursued? lave not all the 
powers of Europe been ‘meanly courted and bribed not to 
supply us with tho means of resistance? Hath not the 
most barbarous nation jn it been applied to, to assist them 
with at least twenty thousand savages, to complete their 
intended massacre? Have they not attempted to spirit up 
the Indian Savages to ravage our frontiers, and murder, 
after their inhuman manner, our defenceless wives and chil 
dren? IInvo not our Nogro slaves been enticed to rebel 
against their masters, and arms put into their hands to mut 
der them? Have not the King of England's own slaves, 
the Hanoverians, been employed? And were not the poor 
Canadians made slaves, that they might be made fit instra- 
ments, with other slaves and savages, to make slaves, and 
more wretched beings than savages of us? 

Now, what kind of reconciliation can be roasonnbly ex- 
pected with a Power so basely, so cruelly, so industriously, 
and obstinately bent on our destruction? In short, wo have 
no alternative left us, bot to fight or die. If there be any 
medium, it is slavery ; and aver cursed be the man who 
will submit to it! Twill not. Bat who would over have 
imagined, that a people whoa fow years ago assisted their 
brethren of Great Britain, with their blood and treasure, 
to humble the power of France and Spain, and who from 
their first existence as a people, have, by their trade and 
industry, been enriching and exalting thom above all tho 
nations of the world—who, I say, would have imagined 
that this very people should, by those, thelr very brethren, 
be now reduced to so dreadful an alternative: Yet hear ye 
[lonvens, and give ear, O Earth, and bear witnoss, this is 
the retura wo have received for all our love, loyalty, indus 
ty, ticasure, and blood | 

Had wo begun this quarrel, had we demanded some now 
privileges unknown to the Constitution, or somo commer 
cial licenses, incompatible with the general interest of the 
LEmpire; had wo presumed to legislate for Great Britain, 
or plotted with the Bourbon family to reinstate the oxecra- 
ble race of the Stuarts, and! flud to arms, unprovoked, to 
accomplish these designs, there would! then be some pliu- 
sible apology for tho severest hostile treatment wa havo 
received. But, what have wo done? When alarmed, ora we 
had yet rested from tho toils of the Inst war, by new ou- 
constitutional demands of revenuo, we asserted our rights, 
and petitionad for justico. Was this a crime? As uncon. 
slitutional stalutos of different forma were repoatedly ennat- 
od,,.ve repeated our petitions for redress, Was thisa crime? 
We suffered oursol ves to bo insulted by the introduction of 
an armed force to dragoon us into obedience ; we suffered 
tham to tako possession of our towns and fortifications, still 
waiting with decent and anxious expectation, from the 
wontad justice, humanity, and genorosity of Britons, Was 
this a crime? Disposed to try every pacifick measure 
which might probably procure our relief, we agread to 
withhold oar commerce from them, in hopes that, feeling 
the effects of their injustice, thoy might see how ruinous 
their proceedings were to their own interests, and return in 
time to wisdom and peace, Was this acrime? Nor did 
we once lilt the sword, even in our defence, until pro- 
voked to it by a wanton commencement of hostilities on 
“their part. What, then, have wo done to merit such cruel 
proceadings? My friends, Iam firmly pérsuaded that na, 
irath will appear in future history with more glaring @vi- 
dence, and that the whole mass of guilt contracted by this 
unnatural way lieth at the door of the King of Britain, his, 
xhandoned Ministers, and corrupted Parliament ; and go. - 
that not only all future generations of mon, but the great 
Judge of all the earth, will finally condemn their me 
as a scene of tyranny and murder, I, theref 
myself as having taken up arms in defenee. 
justice, truth, honesty, honour, ee 
and in opposition to guilt, injustice, falsehood, adisnonesty, 
ignominy, slavery, poverty, and: deaths not. t at 1 haye- 
any fondness for the bloody profession } not. that I delight, 
in the carnage of my gpecies,: or sigh for an ocdasion: of 


& 
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roving my courage: Tleaven and you ara my witnesses, 
that my voice was for soma time, perhaps too long, and 
with to0 much earnestness, against any military prepara- 
tions; but the times ave altered; ’tis a droad{ul necessity 
that calls me, and calls every man who can be spared from 
his other occupations, . 

I will not, however, fight as one who beateth the air. I 
speak plainly ; I consider this year as tho grand and final 
poriad of British Administration in this American world. 
1 sce no probability of thoir proflering such terms as we can 
accept of, consistently with our safety, honour and pence. 
Nay, should they grant all that our publick Councils havo 
heretofore claimed, we should still be in a most dangerous 
situation, liable to ronowed encroachments and renewed 
hostilities, What else can be supposed from such n situa- 
tion, and from the viows, temper, and prejudices that must 
and will provail in the British Court and Pailiament? Bo- 
sidos, who, in that case, will reimburse our losses? or how 
shall our publick debis be paid? I do solemnly declae, and 
that with respect to the bast reconciliation that can reason- 
ably be expected with so corrupt, treacherous, and tyran- 
nos Administration, that if (thought we should again 
revert to a dependance on Britain, | should from this day 
lay down my sword, und weop that I was born in America. 
But far other prospects aro before us: glory, enspire, liber- 
ty, and peaco, aro, Lam persuaded, unless we are lost to 
ourselves, very near at hand, And on every consideration 
of the present stato aud progress of our publick affairs, com- 
parod with (ho spirit of Brecain, and tho spirit, che interest, 
and internal advantages of America, methinks 1 boar a 

* yoico, ag if'an angel from heaven should proclaim, “Coma 
out fiom among them, and be yo separate fiom them, 
Come out of hor, my people, that yo bo not partakers of 
her sing, and that yo receive not of het plagues.” 


TO VN INILABITANTS OF PENNSYLVANTAs 
Philadelphia, Mobruary 28, 1726. 


Tho town has been Intely amused with a new political 
pamphlet, intituled Common Sense. 

This piece, though it has taken a popular namo, aud im- 
plies that the contents are obvious and adapted to the under- 
standings of tho bulk of the peoplo, is sa far from meriting 
the title it has assumed, that, in iny opinion, it holds prin- 
ejples equally inconsistent with learned and common senso, 

T know not tho author, nor am [anxious to learn his 
name or character; for the book, and not the writer of it, 
is to be the subject of my animadyversions. 

«Tis tho glory of a free country to enjoy a freo pross, 
and of this, that the sentiments and opinions of the mean- 
est, oqually with those of the greatest, ure brought to viow 5 
far we know, by froquont instances, that the rich aud high- 
bora are not the monopolizers of wisdom and virtue, On 
the contrary, these qualities are oftener to be found among 
the middling class in overy country, who, being less dissi- 
pated and dobauchod than those who are usually called 
thoir bettors, apply themselyos with moro industry to the 
culture of their understandings, and in reality become bet- 
ter acquainted with tho true interests of the society in which 
they live. 

But to my great grief I havo too often seen instances of 
persons in every class of life, whaso publications, at the 
same:time they have reflected honour on the parts and ge- 
hits of the authors, have been so shamefully wanting in 
eandour as to attempt, by the cadence of words, and force 
of style, a total perversion of the understanding, 

The pamphlet in question seems to be plainly calculated 
to induce a belief of three things: 
sist. That the English form of Government has no wis- 
doth in it, and that it is by no means so constructed as to 
produca:tha happiness of the poople, which is the end of 
all good:government, 

2d. That monarchy is a form of Government inconsistent 
with tho will of God, 

3d, That now js tha timo to break off all connection 

«with Great Britain, and to declare an indepondence of gho 
Colonies, 

» . I’must bo obvious to overy jrmpariial eye, that the au- 
thor reasons from the abuses of, against the benefits derived 

¢rom ‘the English Constitution; and afer reciting ‘these 

*akuses, concludes, very unfairly, that {it is incapable to 
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produce what it seems to promise.” or if an argument 
of this sort is to be reooived, it will prove, perhaps, rather 
more than the author would chaose—it would oven prove 
that the Jeteish theocracy was quite as improper, and as 
ineapablo to produce what it wimed at, as tho reprobated 
English Government, ‘The records of sacred history in« 
form us, that tho law was given to the people from Gad, 
and that tho Great Jehovah: himself’ condesconded to call 
them his chosen people. Ife signally interposed in, their 
behalf in bringing them out of bondage, in preserving (hem 
from the rage of Pharoal’s army, and seating then ina 
land flowing with milk and honey, under his immedinio 
government and laws, written with his own finger”? 

And he will love thee and bless thee, and mallipl 
thee: he will also bless the frait of thy womb and tho fiuit 
of thy land, thy corn, and thy wine, and thy oils the ine 
erense of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep, in the land 
whieh ho swaie unto thy fathers to give theo.?—Deutero« 
nony vii, 13. 

“Thou shalt be blessed above all people; tharo shull 
not be male or female barvea amon# you, or among your 
cntlle? Deuteronomy vii, 14. 

But what eflects did oll these extraordinary favours and 
promises of the Deity himself produce upon that wicked, 
perverso, stif-necked peoplo? Moses tells them, 

“}yom the day that thou didst dept out of the land of 
Egypt until yo came unto this placo, ye have heen rebel 
Nious agninst the Lord.’—J2euferonomy ix, 7, c) 

"You have been rebellions against the Tord from tho 
day that I know you.”—Deuteronomy ix, 24, 

Profine, as well as sacred history, informs us of the ine 
eflectuality of tho best Governments and tho wisest luws 
among acorrupt, degenerate people, It doos not regularly 
follow, that if the people are not happy under an excellent 
form of civil polity, that the fault is inthe Governments it 
miay be owing to tho corruption of the people, and this I 
take to bo tho cause in Great Britain at this day, Whon 
the #rit’sh Parliament ia properly balanged, and each 
branch of the Legislature hithtlly axcoutes its duty, I 
think Lan safo in affirming there was never yet a form of 
Government in the work! so well caleulated for the happi- 
ness of a freo puoplo as this; and yet wo aro told by the 
author of the pamphlet, that the “prejudice of Lnglish- 
men in faveru of King, Lords, and Commons, arisos as 
much, or more, from national pride than reason.” The 
world hag already seen nufnbeiloss instances of Gne-spun 
noliticul theories, which, like the guackerios of mountebank 

octors, are to curo all the political evils to which human 
nature is liable; but, whan the oxporiment is made, they be- 
come astonished at the ill-success of their bonsted schemes ; 
they find a thousand little passions and interosts continually 
intorforing with their designs, and, ut longth, retire again 
to their closets, chagrined they had not thought it necessary 
to study tho great volume of human nature, before they 
ventured to say what was the best for mankind, 

‘Lho author, wftor vonting his sploon against the Buglish 
form of Government, comes next to consider tha subject of 
Monarchy, and hereditary succession } in treating whieh, he 
he discovers tho utmost prepossession in favour of a 
Ropublick. Ushall not follow him through his Soripturo 
quotations, which he has so carefully garbled to answor his 
purpose, but beg Ieave to oppose some authorities ta ite 

The celebrated Trenchard, in No, 60, of Cato’s Let- 
ters, says, “ there is no Government now upon earth whish 
owes its formation or beginning to the immediate revelation 
of God, or can derive its existence from such revelation. 
Tt is certain, on tho contrary, that ihe riso and institution, 
or variation of Government from time to time, is within 
tho memory of men, or of hisiovies ; nd that every Govern- 
ment which we know, at this day, in the world, wag os 
tablished by the wisdom and force of mare men, and by tho 
concurrence of causes evidently human,” 

“Nor has God by any revelation nominated Magistrates, 
showed the nature or oxtent of their powers, or given a plan 
of civil polity for mankind. —Duteh. Mor. Phitos. p. 272. 

* There being no natural or Divino Inw for guy form of 
Government, or that ouo person rather than another should 
have the soversign adininistration of aflairs, or have power 
over many thousand different families, who are by nature 
all equal, being of the same rank, promiscuously born.to 
the same advantages of nature, and to thd use of the.sahie 
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common faculties, therefore, mankind is at liberty to choose 
what form of Government they like.” 

“God's providence, or permission, suflered his own pe- 
culiar people, the Jews, to be ander divers governments at 
divers times; os first, under Patriarehs, Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, &e.3 then under Judges, Othuiel, Ehud, and 
Gideon; thon under Uigh-Priests, 2 and Scanned; then 
under Kings, Saul, David, and the rest ; then undor Cap- 
tains and High-Priests, again, as Zerubbabel, Judas, Mac 
cabeus, and his brethren; and the government, was, lastly, 
taken from them, and they brought under the power of 
Rome. And that God permits such magistrate, or magis- 
trates, as the community thinks fit to approve, is plain by 
the testimony of Holy Scriptures, when God said to Solo- 
mon, “By me Kings rule, even all the Judges of the 
earth.?—Proverds viii, 16, 

“When the sons of Samuel were Judges over Israel, 
they took bribes and perverted judgment; therefore, the 
elders of Israet desived Samuel to make thom a King ;” and 
though the elders are only mentioned to have asked a King 
of Samuel, they seem Yo have been deputed from the whole 
congregation; for God said unto Samuel, * Tlearken to the 
vaice of the people in all that they say unto theo.’— 
1 Samuel viii, 4, 7. 

“And Samuel told the people the manner of the king- 
dom, and wrote it in a book, and Inid it up before the 
Lord,”—1 Samuel x, 25, "Lis plain the manner of the 
kingdom signifios the Constitution of the Government, by 
whieh wag meant the conditions on which Saud was to be 
King, and they his subjects; for though God had given him 
the crown, it was to ralo the people necording to justice 
and laws. *° 

“After the battle between Sau? and the Ammonites, Sa- 
smucl said to (he people, Coma, lot us go to Gilgal; and 
there they made Saul King bofore the Lord.” Samuel, 
xi, 1, 5, 6,7, 14, 16, 

“Now, therefore, behold the King whom yo havo chosen; 
and behdld the Lord hath set a King over you.”——Samued 
xii, 18. 

These lattar quotations are talon from the great Lord 

Somers’s book, called “ Tho Judgment of tho whole King- 
doms and Nations, concerning the rights of Kings and the 
People.” This nobleman was Lord Vigh Chancellor of 
England in King Pilliam’s reign, and was ramarkable for 
his Revolution principles, great learming, and unshaken in- 
togrity in publick and private fifo, 
. dt does, therefore, from the foregoing testimonies appear, 
that Monarchy, (especiilly a limited one, such as that of 
England,) is not inconsistent with tho Holy Scriptures, as 
is set forth in said pamphlat; but that it is as pleasing to 
the Almighty, if agroonble to tha people, as any other form 
of Govornment, oven the author's galore Republick, 

The writer noxt proceeds to inform his readers of tho 
numerous wars and scenes of blood acted in Bngdand un- 
dor their Kings, and asserts that “ Monarchy and succes- 
sion have Inid the world in blood and ashes. Tis a form 
of Government which the word of God bears testimony 
against, and blood will attend it’ Tere aro bold asser- 
tions, indeed! = 'To tho lator part, I havo already endea- 
voured to make somo reply, so far as he asserts it is con- 
trary to (he word of God; but, will tho author’s candour 
permit him to inform his readers of the infinite distractions 
and mischiefs which hava happened in the ancient and 
modern Republicks? Under this form, thore are always 
two parties, which divide the whole body of tho people, and 
an eternal warfare subsists between them for power; the 

_ contest is dreadful enough, but which soover party prevails, 
there is no rod heavy enough, no sword sufficiently sharp 
ito, punisty those whont they have subdued ; it then becomes 
a many-hoaded monster, a tyranny of many. 

List any man read with an unprajudiced oye the accounts 
which the historians give us of the famous Grecian Com- 
monwealths, and I will venture to speak for him, that he 
will not bestow groat commendations upon them. ‘The 
Athenians, a wise and polished people, very often banished 
their best, citizens, from an apprehension of their powor— 
a glorious reward for a virtuous citizen, who, as was the 
case in moxe instances than one, lad preserved his country 
from destruction. In the lattertimes of the Oarthagenian 

» and Roman Republicks, what constant scenes of blood and 
devastation does history present to uss The multitude in 
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perpetual ferment, like the ocean in a storme—in a storm 
did 1 say ?—like waters of the sea, agitated by a drondful 
whirlwind—nothing but the fury of one parly encountering 
the rago of another, Every trace of humanity being thus 
Jost, men change their natures, and become as fierce and 
savage as wolves and tigers. 

But, lot us descend nearer to modoru times: let us look 
for happiness and security in the Republick of Zfolland, so 
often mentionod, and so litle known: Jet us recollect the 
fato of the two brothers, Cornelius and John De Witt, Dutch 
ininisters, who were massacred by the people in the year 
1672, Lfolland itself, from being a republick, is become 
a downright aristocracy. Liberty did not continue long in 
that country, notwithstanding the blood and weasure that 
were expendod to acquire it. The peoplo, so far from 
being free, have had no voice for many yeas past in 
the election of persons to represent them in the States- 
General; nor have they any thing to do in the forming of 
laws by which they ave to be governed, Whenever one 
of them dies, the vacancy is filled up without any inter- 
ference of the people, and this important change was made 
in the stato because of the intolerable feuds and animosi- 
tics which attended the elections of Representatives. Had 
they been to have choson a King, what dangerous and de- 
structive tumults must it have produced. Jfounded on the 
woful experience of ages, it is now become a genoral fixed 
opinion, that hereditary is preferable to elective monarchy, 
on account of the terrible disorders, outrages, and coafu- 
sion, which usually attend the election af a King; a preg- 
nant instance of which, in our times, is the Kingdom of 
Poland, 

In our own history we see the eflect of the much wished 
for Commonwoalth, after the death of the tyrant Charles ; 
it did not produce liberty; it presenly ended in arbitrary 
power. Tho moment, almost, after the reins of Govern- 
ment fell from Charles’s hands, Cromwell took them up 
and governed the nation with absolute sway. 

I cannot agree with the author of the pamphlet in opi- 
nion, that this is the time to declare an Independence of 
the Colonies. ‘This ought to be the dernier resort of Ame~ 
rica. Tet us nat yct loso sight of the primary object of 
the dispute, namely, a safo, honourable, and lasting recon~ 
cilintion with Great Britain, until we arc under a necessity 
of doing it, Jf an advantageous accommadution can he 
had, and 9 free Constitution for this country be established 
on mutual agroement and compret, ’tvill be better and 
happier for us; but if justice is still deniod us, and wo aro 
to contend for liberty by arms, wo will meet thom in the 
field, and try our manhood against them, even to spilling 
the blood of every brave man we have, Should the Mi- 
nisiry have recurso to foreign aid, we may possibly follow 
their example; and, if it be essential then to our safety to 
declare an Independence, I would willingly ombraca the 
necessily, Rartonarts, 


— 


NEW-YORK PROVINCIAL CONGRESS TO PRESIDENT HANCOCK, 
(Read March 4, 1776.—Roforred til] to-morrow.) 
In Provinoja) Congress, Now-York, Pobruary 28, 1776. 

Sin: In obedience to the resolution of Congress, we 
have now the honour to transmit a list of gentlemen nomi- 
nated by us as Field-Oficers for the four Battalions ordered 
to be rnised for the defence of this Colony. 

In this nomination, we bave endeavoured to pay due at. 
tention to the merits of those officers who served in the 
Jast campaign, and are willing to continue in the sokviae. 
Jo these, we have added a number of gentlemen who now 
tonder their services {o thoir country. As soon as the 
Picld-Officers are fixed by Congress, we bog their commis- 
sions may be forwarded, ‘The other officers are appoin@d, 
and recruiting in different parts of this Colony. 

Tt may not bo improper to mention that somo of the 
Captains and Subalterns who served in our regunents last 
yonr aro now in Canada; these gentlemen we have not 
been able to provide for in tho four battalions now rflsing, 
ag we Were uncortain when they would retura, of Whethor 
they were not provided for in tho Canada Raging hive 
were apprehensive, if we provided for them ip Peaks i 
ions, it might impede the raising the’ troops, nara eeby. 
injure the service. Te 

th justice to these gentlemers;"We thought it our daty 
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to mention this, and to enclose a list of their names; and 
doubt not but that thelr services will be duly considered 
by Congress, and that proper provisions will bo made for 
thom, if they are not already provided for. . 
Wo are, most respootfully, sir, your most obedient and 
my humble servants. 
y 


y order: Natuanret, Woonnutn, President. 


To tho Honourable John ITancock, isq., President of the 

Continental Congress, 

In Provinelal Congroas, Now-York, Februnry 28, 1776, 

List of Gentlemen nominated, out of which to elect Bield- 

Officers for the four Regiments to be raised for the de- 

fence of the Colony of New-Your, vige 

Colonels: Alexander McDougall, James Clinton, Itu- 
dolphus Rilzena, Peter Yates, Cornelius 1), Wynkoop, 
Philip Cortland, John Jasper, Seth Warner, 

Lioutenant-Colonels; Lerman Zediwitz, Peter Ganse- 
voort, Jun., Barnabas Tuthill, Henry G, Livingston, Pe- 
tor P. Schuyler, John Nathorn, Egbert Dumont, Qouver- 
neup Morris. 

Majors: Jrederick Van Weisenfels, John Fisher, Da- 
niel Grif, Henry B. Livingston, Marius Fillet, Cor- 
nelius Van Dyck, John Nicholson, Joseph Benedict. 


The following Officers are now tn Canada: 

Firat Regimont: Herman Zediwitz, John Brogden, Is 
raed Evans, Hillam Lapp. 

P First Company: Srederick Van Weisenfels, Richard 
late. 

Second Company: Marinus Millet, William Gilledand, 
Cunfit,) Leonard Uleccker, 

Fourth Company: J¥illiam Goforth, Ranald S. Me- 
Dougall. 

Kifth Company: Adram Austin, John Uouston. 

Sixth Company: John Copp, Daniel Gano, 

Seventh Company: Gershom Mott, Benjamin Petton, 
Timothy Mughes, 

Mighth Company: Jonathan Pearcy, Garret Van [ae 

enc. 

Ninth Company: Digby Odlun. 

Tenth Company: Matthias Clark, J. Tlubble, George 
Nicholson, (acting as Town Major at Monireal, and Second 
Lieutenant or Ensign ;) John £2. Lyn, Surgeon ; Lunlock 
PPoodruf’, Mato, 

Second Regiment; Peter Gansevoort, Lenry Van 
Woort. 

Fiyst Company: John dishor, 

Second Company: Guy Young, 

Third Company: Barent J. Ten Eyck, Dirck Manson, 
John G. Lansing. 

Kighth Gompany: Blisha Benedict, 

Ninth Company: Join Graham, Nicholas Van Rens- 
selqor', Stephon McCrea, Surgeon. 

Third Regiment; James Clinton. 

Second Company : John Nicholson, 

Fourth Company: Lewis Dubois, Elias V. Buntchoten. 

Seventh Regimant: Jacobus Bruyn, Thomas Dewitt, 
Albert Paulding. 

‘Ninth Company; -Cornelitts J’, Jansen. 

Tenth Company; Robert Johnson, Samuel Coole, Sur- 
geon. 

» Fourth Rogiment: Second Company: Samuel Sacket, 
Fifth Company; Ambrose Horton, Sanuel J. Pell, 
Sixth Company: Daniel Mills, 

Tenth Company: David Palmer, William Crane, Wil- 
Tim Mathowman. 


The Names of Commissioned and,non- Commissioned Ofi- 
cers of the First Baitalion of Nuw-Youx, tho are 
willing’ to enter gh service of their country, and like~ 
wise some of the rivates which may be depended upon. 

Colonel, - + = John Lasher, > " 

Najor, - - + = Sebystign Banmen, 
Captain, - = ~ James Alner, ~~ Prussion Blues. 
Captain-Liewtenant, Henry Tavingstom Fusiliers. 
-Gaptain, - - ~ Abram Van Wycke, Sportsmen. 
uipnt, - ~ - Philip Brasher. °. i 
an 
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« Gerardus Beekman, Sportsmen. 

~ Tight Infantry. 
» Rangers, 

+ Prussian Blues, 
+ Rangers, 


Firat Licutenaut, 
First Lieutenant, « John Wiley, « 
First Liowienant, + John Johnson, - 
First Lieutenant, - Ilenry Tiebout, 
Second Lieutenant, John Baneler, ~ 
Second Lientonunt, Nicholas Mish, ~~ Wusiliors. 
Second Lieutenant, Ilenry Brasher, ~ Prussian Blogs, 
‘bird Licutonant, ~ Hallion Hileocke, » Pusiliors. 

Third Lioutenant, - A. 2. Baneder, ~ Rangers. , 
Sergoant, - ~ + George Uarsen, + Grenadiers. 
Sergeant, = Jon Vredenbargh, - Granadiers. 
William Forbis, — ~ Light-Dorse. 
Abraham Brasher, » Gronadior, 
David Cree, —- + Grenadior. 
Samuel Morlidge, - Grenadier. 
George Masaver, ~ Grenadier, 
Edward Dunscomb, Fusilier, 

John Barrell, = + Yusilier, 

And, Oughterson, « Fusilior, 
Cornelius Beeler, ~ Sportsmen. 
Boujanin Bufris, ~ Light Infantry. 
G@eorze Lucom, + Gronndiar. 
John taldron, ~~ Grena’y Qd Bat. 
Joseph Fortune. i. 
Vvederick Tymes, + Light Infantry, 
Benjamin Davis, ~ Light Infuotryy 


—_— 


Sergeant, - - « 
Corporal, - = > 


Sergeant-Major, — - 
Sorgeant, = 
Sergeunt, + - 


1 


JOUN Hint TO NEW-¥YORK CONGRESS, 
Ulator County, Mobruary 28, 1776, 

Duan Sim: As a friond to my country, Tan obliged to 
address you and the venerablo body in whieh you avo a 
momber, about an afair which, Tam advised by the most 
discerning of my neighbours, ought (0 come under your 
inspoction. The faet is thug: Cudwallater Colden, Musq., 
son to the Tientenant-Governour, some years ugo obtained 
n mortgage from ma, with a bond and judgmont,, for secu. 
rity of a certain sum of money due to him from me, and 
ho being unreasonably urgont for his money, which I could 
not immediately pry, on recount of the slow sucess I lad 
in collecting my own debts, 1 was obliged to ae}l part of 
my lands to satisfy him; but, after EF had got the money, 
and wanted to discharge my bond, ho utterly refused to 
necopt of it*on account of iis being Cantinental money, 
‘Tho sum was as Inrgo ag two hundred pounds, and I could 
not find any person who would change it for other monoy, 
Our Committeo was about to sitand hearing of the alli, 
sont for Mr. Colden, who signed a paper, in which he ns» 
sorted that he had sold tho bond in question to hig brother, 
David Colden, of Long-Istand, botter than a year ago} 
that ho only offered to reecivo the money speoitied In tho 
bond, on this necount, and was afraid, in caso he would 
nceept of tho Congress monoy, his brother would bo dissa~ 
listed, ag he had formerly rofused such money, his 
apology passed with our Committee, so that they dismig- 
sed Mr, Colden. 1 immediately sont the money to David 
Colden, who declared ho nover bad such a bond from his 
brother, and, in order to satisfy my mossenger, examined 
all the bonds in his possession, but could not find ming, and 
said his brother Cadwallader had it still. 

Tam really ata loss how to conduct myself about this mat- 
ter, Double interest is every day to be paid on the monoy, 
and I run tho risk of being daily liable to havo my estate 
seized on account of said bond, and, perhaps, have it sold 
for the twentieth part of what it is worth, as I anrcertain that 
no person can make the payments in any other money than 
the Continental, especially in these paris. I rest the mot« 
ter on your wise decision. I have advanced nothing but 
matters of fact, which can be atlestet! by several eyidonaes 
of credit, In case it be thought necessary to write to ma, 
the lottor may be directed to John Hill, oe near’ News 
Windsor, 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 

, Youn Hint. 
To the President of the Provincial Congress, New-York. 
pean ¢ 
JOUN HADIMELL, JUN. TO NEW-VYORK conannss, 
At Dr, Homnfone’s, Now-York, Fobruary 28, 1776, 

Genriemen: Desirons of taking an active part in the 

Amgrican struggle, and willing to engage as a Surgeor4o 
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the last forces raised in this Provines, I applied to the 
honourable Provincial Congiess for their approbation, but 
yeeeived no anawer, Still, actuated by the purest motives, 
hee love and welfare of my country,) and understanding 
four mare battalions are shortly to bo raisud in this Colony, 
J agnin offer myself to the consideration of your honourable 
bay. I do not mean, gentlemen, to impose myself on any 
body of men, nor do | wish an appointmont, without pre- 
viously discavering myself capable of the trust. Doctor 
Hemmena’s thoughts on my abilities, I presented with my 
last application, Shall ouly observa that 1 have been al- 
most eight years to the practice, and would be pleased in 
being Surgeon of a battalion, or Hirst- Assistant, as, gentle- 
men, you shall think most proper of your very humble 
servant, Joun Hasaene, Jun, 


To the Honourable Provincial Congress of New: York. 


DAVID STOWARE YO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFI'TY, 
Ballimoro, February 29, 1776, 
Gonriuanten: Enclosed you have a stato of the adven- 
ture per schooner Seaflower, Waters, master, flom hence 
to the Most-firdies aud back, which please to examine, 
and te Managers will wait on you to-moriow to know 
your determination therein, 
[ am, gentlainen, your obedient servant, 
Davin Srewarr. 


To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland. 
5 


CAPTAINS KBAD AND UENRY TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF 
s SAFELY. 
Mond.Quartare, Northampton County, Virginia, 
Fobruuy 29, 1776, 
Genroumen: Enclosed you have a Monthly Return of 
the Minute Companies under our command ; also, 0 list of 
the men’g names. Gentlemen, we are, very respectlully, 
your most obedient servants, Sune Kav, 


Winuras Hesny. 
Yo tho Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland. 


— 


A Monthly Retwn of Captain Wirtsam Uenpy’s Minute 
a? Company, from Kuss County. 


ce Officers: 1 Captain, 2 Lieutenants, 1 
insign. 
Noneciaenalialoned Officers: 1 Surgeon, 1 Adjutant, 4 
Sergeants, 4 Corporals, 1 Fifer, 1 Drummer, 
Rank aid ile: 60, ¢ 
Went hone March t: John Wilmer, George Little, 
Son, Salathtel Freeman, John Burnsides, I’vancis Lem~ 
mon, FVilliam Miers, Nathaniel Knock, Chartes Irons, 
George Litile, Jun., John Llurt, 
"Total: 86, 
Given under my hand at Woad-Quarters, March 29, 1776, 
Northampton County, Virginia, 
Winnias Hrnry, 


A Monthly Return of Captain Janes Kenr’s Minute 
Company, Marcu 1, 1776, 


Commissioned Officers: 1 Captain, 2 Licutenants, 1 
Ensign, 1 Surgeon. 

Non-Commissionad Officers: Sergeant-Major, Quarter- 
master-Sergtant, 4 Sergeants, 2 Corporals, Fife-Major, 
Drum-Major, 1 Fifer, 1 Drummer. 

Rank and File: Fit for duty, 65; Sick, 1. 

Total: ‘79, 

The sick man set down in this Retumn, is Join Kent, 
who was much hare the 6th Jedruary, on our march down, 
and since returned home; ho was not able to join the 
Company after. Janes Kew, 


A Last of (ie Minute Company that marched from Queun- 
Awne’s County, Manyiann, Fennvany 8, 1776. 
Captain: Mumea Kent; Firet Lieutenants Thonns ‘Tillotson; Se. 
vend Lieutenant: John Gltarris. ¢ 
Basign: John Dames; Surgeons Jamos Brown, 
_. Sergeants + Goorgo Findley, Ephraimawyx Story, Philomon Davis, 
Samuel Copper, ~ 
> Gorporala: John Jackson, Thomag Moredith Bryon, 
» Drummer: Thomas Freshwater; Fier + John Findley. 


Pt 
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William Stinson, Christopher Yewoll, Thomas Lane Enory, 
Matthow Mason, Jolin Keane, William Uolding, 
Edward Wright, ‘Thomas Moyedith, Samo! Harlo, 
John Dawkins, Jonathan Gibson, Edward ‘Laylor, 


James Clayland, 
William Robinson, 
Bonjamin Blunt, 
Waltor Moeda, 
James Browne, 
Jdward ‘Tryall, 
William Seatt, 


Joseph Wright, 
John Kent . 
Thomas Iarris, 
William Middleton, 
Menry Coursoy, 
John Carman, 
Edward Harris, 


Porogrino ahford, 
William Brigga, 
Robert Dawson, 
Willium Morga, 
Richard Emory, 
William Roo, 
William Lorry, 


Robert Bussum, John Thomus, Gideon Emory, 
Jobn Barnett, Samuel W, ‘Thomas, Robort Lovo, 
Richard Wicks, Robort Wright, 


Christopher Jackson, 
Kdwaord Downes, 
James Gould Sparks, 
John Emory Hall, 
Samuel Boulsoyor, 
James Clayland, Jr. 
John Lloyd, 


William Deford, 
Solomon Pratt, 
Snmuol Sweeney, 
‘olin Iai zadino, 
Barnaba Smnott, 
Jouoph Miliott, 


William Wy Emory, 
Thomas Mayson, 
Willitm Voir, 
Sanwel White, 
James Nuria, 
Nathaniel ‘Packer, 

John Godwin, William Braft Jacol Gibson, 

Charles Scrivenor, John Smith, Richard Brat, 

N.B. John Kent was wounded the 6th February, and 
has not been able to join the Company since, Hltiam 
Middleton, {Villiam Roe, and John Findley, \eh the Com- 


pany the Ist of March. Jaiiae- Kier 


JOUN GUNBY TO DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER: 
Princoss-Anno, Somorset County, February 29, 1776, 

Sin: Mr. Forrest, my First Lieutonant, waits on your 
Board for instructions with respect to saveral matters re- 
lating to my company. 

In obedience to your instructions, communicated to me 
by Mr, Sort, { have provided houses for my company, 
and rags and blankets hr as many of themas fcould. 1 
have, also, provided them with fuel, and such utensils as 
judged absolutcly necessary for diessing their provisions, 
all which things L have puichased ont of my own and my 
ofticers’ money, as the two hundred pounds ordered me 
from tho Lastern-Shore Treasury was not more than sufli- 
cient {o pay the advance money, direated by tho Conven- 
tion to be advanced with soldiers and non-commissioned 
officers, ‘The subsistence money has also beon advanced 
to the several recruits as it was necossary. * 

Wit is not going further than your Board may think 
themselves justifiable in, 1 would submit it, whether it 
would not be expedient, in order to save the trauble of fre+ 
went applications to the Council and expenses to the 
Treasury, to advance to the several Captains of Indepen- 
dont Companias such a sum of money as may provide thoir 
respective companies in such articles as aro to bo provided 
by the Captains, and, also, to pay up the Hale of sub- 
sistence mouoy; each Captain to render his account, with 
proper vouchers, for the money by him expended for the 
uso of his company. If the Hoard think this ought to be 
done, I should bo glad to receive, by Mr. Forrest, your 
order on Mr. Lindman, for such sum us yon may judge 
necessary for tho purpose. ** 

J am, also, to requost of the Council that they will take 
such order as they think proper for funishing the company 
with muskets, dram, and fife, as they are at present abso~ 
lutely unable to exercise for want of arms, ; 

Tho Committee have fixed the station of the company 
at Princess-dnne, the County town for this County, where 
Lhave been able to provide for them very suflicient cover 
at reasonable rates. I am execedingly anxious to have the 
company provided with arms as soon as may be, as most of 
them are sntirely without, and it is impossible to do an 
thing with them (though many of them are very raw) un) 
furnished with arms, and, from their situation; it is not im- 
probable but they may be pretly soon called jnto action. 

Lan, sir, with respect, your most obedient servant, 

Joun Gunny. 


To the Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jentfer, 


ANDREW BEALL TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY, 
Undonsburgh, Lobruary 89, 1778 

Genrcemen: Tho roason 1 have not waited of eer 
Hanours for a commission as a Ficld-Officer, is, thitiliére 
has been so much clamour about the appointment o| Tield- 
Officers, that I did not choose to accept of a corfimission 
unless I was agreeable to the people, for which purpose I 
have dana myself the pleasure of waiting upon’ several 
companies, to take their sentinients on the matter, and 
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have mot with their general approbation. Therefore, if 
your Honours think propor to promoto me as a Wield-Offi- 
cer, please do mo the favour to sond a commission by 
Captain Lucas, who will satisfy your Honours that I am 
the oldest person in commission, execpt Colonel Joshua 
Beall, of the twenty-Filth Battalion, and that { hayo, here- 
tofore, exerted myself in the cause of liberty as much as 
any one in the Province, and you may rely upon an oxor- 
tion of my ulmost abilities, in future, to support the cause, 
whatever my station may be. 

* You will please to defer issuing commissions to my com- 
pany till 1 come up, which will be within a fortnight from 
this time, when I shall return recommendations for oflicers 
agreeable to the company, 

Confiding in your doiny me justice respecting this appli- 
cation, I remain, with the greatest regard, gentlemen, your 
Tlonours’ most obedient, humble servant, 

Ayprew Brann 
To tho Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland. 


4 


AN APOLOGY FOR THE PENNSYLVANIA ASSEMBLY+ 
: Philadolphfa, Februmy 29, 1776, 


Tt has always appeared mora meritorious in my eyes to 
make a good and sufficient apology for any seeming defi- 
eléney in tho conduct of others, (especially of publick ofi- 
cers,) than forever to be consuring them for conduet, tho 
reasons of which they do not fully attund to, 

Insinuations have been thrown out in pamphlets and 
newspapers, against cortain proceadings af our honourable 
House of Representatives, which [ think injurious. Ag tha 
best causes havo not boon assigned them, t would, thora- 
fore, beg loave to ofler such reasons for those parts of their 
condact which to somo have appeared exceptionablo, as T 
trust will fully aeguit them, and remove the censure from 
a honourable Touly to those to whom it of right bo- 
longs, 

Chave often heard them condemned for their backward- 

“ nesa in the cause of liberty, the great dislike they discover 
to gorlain measures, and the reluctanes with whieh iey 
proceed in an oflectual apposition to a Government which 
gots no hounds to its clans, and exercises tho most unre« 
lenting cruslty in tha prosecution of them,  Insonsibility 
» Ateelf, it is said, might bo rongod by their madness, and 
nothing but disaffection to the cause could account for such 
conduct. If proper attention wero paid to tho delicacy of 
thelr situation, Lam persuaded our Assembly would escapo 
without censure, Tt is a principle in philosophy, and 
ought to bo admitted in every other science, nover to 
admit of more causes than are sufticient to account for the 
oflect, nor to pormit a bad causo to be assiguod while a 

‘ood fono can bo found whieh will equally solvo tho phe- 
nomangny. +, 

The Refrosentatives of a freo peoplo, who are choson 
paroly for.thgir publick mort and characters, must ever bo 
Gonsjslerpd ag mon of integrity, wisdom, and capacity for 
the gorvica ; 0 supposition of n contrary nature would re- 
fect more disgrace upon the electors than the elected. In 

~ this light I tacan to view our present Reproseutatives, and 
+ to josuly their conduct upon these denoted only, An 
: ei or aflirmation is surely the most sacred and solomm of 
all'ctiligations, tho most distant appearance of a breach of 
whi¢h a conscientious man, and particularly the Legislators 
* of'a nation, would carofully avoid, as the happiness of the 
community in a great degrees depends on the reverential 
awo and dread in which such an appeal to the Divinity is 
held by the peopie. And of all onths, those that are uf- 
dafined in thoir nature, and extensive in meaning, create 
% Re reatest perploxity in the consciences of religious men. 
this, alone, [ascribe the backwardness of the Assembly 
16 enter ‘bn such decisivo measures as would give general 
‘satisfaction to their constittents—not (o 0 dislike of the 
CAUSE, . ‘And any one who will particularly attend to the 
late instruction’ given to our Delegates in Congress, will 
plainly peracive that I havo painted out tho truo principles 
ou which they are founded, ‘To tho oaths which theyre 
obliged to take belore they oan sit to hear a debate or vols 
«tin the Hous, and not to a disaffection to the cause, is their 
ke Pandyayon some jmportant occasions to be ascribed. We 
Pouahen wer to charge that to a bad principle which can be 
“AGgouinted for on a good one, I beg, therefore, that my 
wea 
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defence of their conduct may be impartiully attended to, 
and not slightly passed over because it appears in a news~ 


papers 

Non who are conscientiously careful to prove to the 
world that a solemn oath ot aflirmation is a sacred thing, 
and not to be tifled with, must find themselves under po- 
culiar embarrnssmants when called apon to act aging, 9 
Government to which they havo sworn; and, if fam not 
ill-informed, some imenihers bave hod their objectigng to 
taking it at this very sitting. 

J bog Jeavo to transeribo a part of the aflirmation which 
tho members aro obliged to take on huing admitted ton seat 
in the House, which, ! am persuaded, will sufliciontly apo- 
logize for the seeming reluctance with which they pursue 
measures that may appear to them to interfere with the 
ouths they have taken: 

“7, A 23, do solemnly, sincerely, nnd truly acknowledge, 

profuss, testily, and declare, that King George is. tho law- 
ful and vightul King of the Reala of Great Brittain, aud 
of all others hig dominions and counties thereunto belong+ 
ing; and 1 do solomuly promise, that Twill be true and 
faithful, and bear vue allegiance to King George, and to 
hint will bo faithful against all trnitorous conspirncios and 
attempts whatsoever, which shall be made agaitst bis 
sown and dignity, and Twill do my bost endeavour to 
disclose nnd make known to King Geor#é and tis succes» 
sors all treasons and traitorous conspirncies, whieh I know 
to be nado against bin. or any of them?) 

Now, this short extract, though but a small part of the 
whole, is so full of words of uncertain senso and import, 
so clammed with oxpressions, tha extent of whose signifi- 
cation is 80 undefined and ill-limited, that'a ‘conscientious 
man may readily bo wt a loss to know how far he may pro 
ceed with salery, and where hoe must atop, or be paijured, 
Our Reprosentatives certainly deservo great evodit for tho 
toly patriotick part of their conduct, and too consciens 
tions regard to thir oaths ought to apologize for what they 
have loft undone, aa well as for some parts of thelr pro- 
ceodings, particularly their instructions, Itis lard to oblige 
men to do any thing that they may think interferes with 
their consciences, it is acknowledged that bad, oath is 
better broken thon kept; and yet, few among us would bo 
quite free fiom unensy sensations and reflections on bein 
reduced to*tho necessity of violating it, 1 readily ,cdmit 
the Justness of that reasoning which, in the presont onse, 
alleges, that whero the obligation is mutual, breach of co- 
venant on one side of neccssity,rcleases the other. ‘This 
is certainly implied in tho nature of the compaet. 

But the clearest implication does not always: relieve the 
constionco from scruples, If sueved history tolls wuth, 
Abrahan’s servant, when about to swear,on a more triviut 
occasion, would not be content with any implied release 
from bis oath, but insisted on haying tho terms of it parti« 
culaily and clearly defined, and the clauso of releage fairly 
and fully stated, that neithor his own conscience, nor tho 
tongue of’ slander might be able, howover filsely, to necusa 
him of poxjury, 1 also remember, a gontleman lately told 
ine that he had just boon vending the onth of allegiance, 
and, for his part, he suid he could not, consistent with it, 
oppose tho prosent proceadings of Great Britain, I toll 
him the oath was conditional; but it would not do, Now, 
there may bo many men in our Houso of Assombly who 
have like consejences with this nan and Eleazer, 

I conclude, therefore, that every degree of inuctivity, 
backwardness, or inconsistency, with which they ave chargo- 
able, proceeds wholly from the oaths they have taken, 
Their situation is, in this respect, very delicate, and ought 
to be taken into consideration by every one who takes 
upon him to judge of thejr condugt, Jam sure nothing 
heretofore alleged can so easily account for the instructions 
given by them to our Delegates in Congress, and the una. 
nimity with which they were agreed to jn the Louse. 
Thoir oaths, they might imagine, tiod thom, and they must 
tie their Dologates, Tet us fully acquit thom of all sinig« 
ter motives. Hore is principle snficiont"to accdunt for tho 
matter; a principle more “consonant to our ideas of tholr 
integrity and virtue, atid tho patriottek part of their pro 
ceedings, and, therelgra; more worthy of eradit than the 
charge of ToryismiisMon of equal integrity, but more 
confined in their noligng,.would have refused to act at li, 
arid, rather submitted to Anytegns than made an opposition, 

a Me m . Ped 
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I cannot, therefore, help hinting, that if their constitents 
conden them for backwardness and inconsistency on the 
present occasion, they have much greater reason for accu- 
sing their constituents of unreasonablencss in expecting 
suoh things at their hands, while av oath is in tho way. 

‘he Assembly and a Convention are both Representa- 
tives of the People; yet, on tho present occasion a Con- 
vention acts more to the minds of the people. Why so? 
Not, surely, because the members that compose it ave 
greater friends to their country, or more warmly attached 
to the liberties of America? By no means; but, becauso 
they have uo oaths to embarrass them. Why, then, is the 
Assembly laid under these dificulties, when they can be 
avoided ? 

If people wonld consider this matter properly, and show 
that regard to their Representatives which they cortainly 
morit, they would not Iny such stumbling-blocks in their 
way, H'no other body of men would do what is required 
of them, necessity would plead on their behalf, and save 
them from self-repionah 5 but, as this is not the case, their 
backwardness is justifiable, and they, alone, are to be 
blamed, who haye it in their power to remove the diflicul- 
ty, am) yet will’not do it, For my part, | was always 
against troubling the Assembly with the matter, Were it 
not for t Kind gf,tacit interfering with their oaths, who, that 
has the high esteom of them which is duo to upright Re- 
presentatives, can doubt but thoy would have recommend: 
ed the calling « Convention before this ime? “The Com- 
inittee got Inspection for this City and District have it in 
their poWver tg.toko tho load off their shoulders, and, if they 
do not, blamd'inot your Assembly. Llave shown sulli- 
cient causa why they cannot enter into the necessary mea- 
sures. “Tha Committoo lies under no such difficulties. 
Let blamo, for the futuro, fill ov the deserving. 

‘Tyos Aponoais. 


” 
JAMES MEASE TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 


(Real Murch 1, 1776.—Roforved to v Committoo—Mr, Rutlodge, Mr, 
2 Paino, Mr, Howes.) 


' Philudolphis, Mebrunry 29, 1776, 

Sinz ‘Through tho want of any regular Department to 
apply to for instructions how to act in cases that appear 
anceruth,, Lun ander the necessity of troubling you, in 
order.toaprocure the neocssary directions upon the several 
points herewith handed you, to which I humbly beg you 
will plense (as soon as pagsille) ta send the necessary in- 
formation, % 

Captain-/Vatson is ander marching orders, and hath 
applicd to hava-his company paid up, which £ shall immo- 
diately do whens know how to proceed as to the filth and 
sixth points, which appear to mo the most dubious of the 
whole, 

1 boy leave to inform you that thera nro not near blan« 
kets cnough yet procured for the two battalions, but T be- 
Heve tho deficienoy could be easily made good, if the City 
Committee wore just requested to completa the collection 
of them from the inhabitants, which thoy some time ago 
begun, and in part carried through, 

i hope you ill excuse my adding to the multiplicity of 
your busingsg.jfguy the occasion, and believo me to be, with 
the most unfeigned respect, sir, your most obedient, hum- 


ble servant, James Murase, 
To the Honqurable Colonel John Hancock. 


ERAL WASHINGTON, 
Now.York, Fobruary 29, 1776, 


Dean Geyenas: Tam now so far recovered, though far 
from ‘oll, that J shall set out in two days, 

Tha stripping LWeonderoga so entiraly of its heavy can- 
non is a most unfortunate circumstance, as the transporta~ 
thon of them fiom this place is a businoss of monstrous 
diffioultios, sxpense, and labour, 

The Congress have, as yet, ihe the least step for 


QENERAL LEE TO GEN 
7 . 
’ 


the security of this plage. ‘The in Tt Tacave it, 1 con- 
elude the, Proyjncial Congress ang bitants will relapse 
into their formor bystericks ; 1 yof-war, and Mr. 
Tryon, will returnato theit old si the Wharves, and 
the first regiments who arrive gland will take quiet 
possession of the town ahd Island. Thayggpritten 

4 ces 


Fourtn Serivs——Von, rv. 
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letters till [ am tired on the subject, to the Congress, but 
have received no answer, ‘Che Committee of yi who 
were hore to confer with me, agreed that it was necessar’ 

that five thousand men should be in the place, They left 
us, and no notice has been taken of the aflaiy since. Great 
and extensive works are resolved upon, and we baye searce~ 
Jy sufliciont numbers to mark out the ground, much less to: 
throw up the works. In short, I know not what to make 
of this apathy on so importunt a subject, 

Messrs, Price, Walker, and, since them, the volunteer, 
Melchior, ave wrived from Canada, It is very lucky, for 
they can communicate all tho necessary lights to the Con- 
gress, with respeet to the measures which must be taken in 
that country. By their accounts, nothing is so much want- 
ed ng artillerymen. Captnin Zamb's Company were all 
taken prisoners, I wish, indeed it is necessary, you should 
spare usa company from Boston; we cannot possibly do 
without them; we have none here. T entreat, dear Gene~ 
ral, you would detach Captain Badlam’s Company. Tha 
cane and fare now well acquainted, and agree wonder- 
uully. 

The Pennsylvania and Jersey troops, who marched for 
Canada, ave good, and strang in muchos The spirit of 
inlisting prevails through the whole country, Lam told, 
but cannot believe it, that the New-Hngland Delegates 
oppose the inlisting fora year. "Choy say, by menns of a 
shorier engagement the wholo country would be soldiois, 
A curious whim, this. Who tho devil can fll their heads 
with such nonsense? [should think a letter from you on 
the subject, to cither of the Adams's, would have a good 
feet. 

LE have this moment received yours of the 22d. Tt isa 
sort of repimand for not having more exactly informed 
you of the eccwrrences leva, I do assure you, General, 
that I have wrote fully and frequently. It is tue, 1 be- 
fieve, two posts have carried no letters from mo, but 1 
would not trouble you when I had nothing material to 
communicate, [shall not intrench myself’ be riot _pae 
rado of great business, for my first business is to bé itten- 
tive to my General; nor shall I maka a plea of the loss of 
Palfrey, since whose depatura T hove been ébliged to 
write with my own hand every, the most willing note. 
But, in fact, though J confess Fam naturally temiss, [have 
not noglected my duty in this point. TF haye suffered no 
suf opportunity to oscapo mo, But enouglP Sr hig, 

I shail now give you a detail of what woiayg hy on doing, 
and in what circumstances we are: Our forgy ti Qoding the 
Minuto-Men, amounts to about seventeen hundrad mon, 
Wards Regiment, which is the stay, I, have stationod 
in Long-Island. They are omployed in“myking fas« 
cines, and prepaing other matorials for constructidg three 
rodoubts, one of which will, in great monsure, (in porres+ 
pondence with a battery which [have sunk,opposite, to it 
in tho city,) secure the entrance of the Wast-Aivar, Wa 
terbury’s and Stirling’s Regiments ave quirtored in the 
elty; the former in the Upper Barracks, the latter in the 
Lawer, ‘Two hundeed Minute-Men are likewise lodged in 
tho town. Drake's Reyimont of Minute-Men, and one 
more company, (in all about two hundred,) are stntioned | 
at Horns Hook, which commands the pits of Hell-gaiey * 
They aro employed in throwing up a redoubt, to contnin 
threo hundred men. As to the town’s having few hands, 
and the necessary duty being hard, t havo been able to 
effect little. IF have, indeod, thrown down the side of the 
fort next the town, to prevent its being converted Into a ” 
citadol for the use of the enemy. It was~tbsolutely im- 
possible (o bo moulded, into any thing which aould annoy 
thoir ships. I have likewise thrown a travorsa, or bartiony 
across the Broadway, two hundred yards ia tho rear of the 
fort, with four pieces of cannon, to prevent tho enomy 
lodging themselves in the remains of tho fort, and repairing 
it. {tis likewise my intontion to barricade all the stroais 
leading into the Broadway, both on tho right and Joffe? 
secure us against boing taken in reverse. Battoriest i i 
be grected on tho eminence behind Zrinity Ci jo 
keep their ships at so groat a distance as not to injute the 
town. As we aro surrounded by navigable waters, I con--* 
sider enclosed works as rather dangerous; it wad ergy 
fore, my intention to throw up @ great muinber oF Intga- 
fleches, or reduns, at certain distnntes, ong behind another, 
so as to render it a dispytgble field of battle against any 
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Soreo,’” King’s Bridge, being a most important pass, (sith- 
cout the command of which wo could havo no communica 
tion with Connecticut) U had resolved to make as strong as 
possible, Such were my sebemes; but as the Congress 
havo not furnished the force which I was taught to expect 
fiom Philadelphia, wo havo not had i¢ in our power to 
effact more than { haye related. Governour Tryon and 
the Asta still continue hetwixt Nudten and Bedlow's Is 
fands, It has pleased his Exeollency, in violation of the 
‘compnet he had made, to seize sevaril vessels fiom Jersey, 
‘Inden with flour. It has, in return, pleased my Excellency 
to stop all provision fram the city, and cut off ull intercourse 
with him—a ineasme which has thiown the Mayor, Coun- 
cil, and ‘Lorics, into agonics, ‘The propensity, or rather 
rago, for paying court to this great man, is inconceivable. 
They cannot be weaned from him. We must put worm 
wood on his paps, or they will cry to suck, as they avo in 
their second childhood. 

Captain Smith has just returned from Mort-Constiqution, 
He gives o most tenible account of it, ‘Tho expense of its 
construction hus been enormous; its defects, both in point 
of situation, laying out, finishing, &c., are numerous, He 
has tnade the plan of another, which will command, as far 
as TE can judgo from it on paper, the river eflectually. 

I have now related, as minutely as necessary, ou situa- 
tion, As FT shail set out very soon, it will probably be my 
Jast froin this place. I must entreat, once moe, dear Ge- 
neral, that you will spare usa company of Artillery. Dad- 
Zam seems rather averse on proposing it, 

Adiou, dear sir, Yours, with the greatest respect ani 
affection, 

WER 
» 
HENRY RENSEN TO COLONEL WOODTUTE. 
Now.Youk, Pebruary 29, 1776, 

Sim: A parcel of powder (about three tons) is arrived 
here, but without any directions where it is to ba forwarded; 
about the same quantity may be expected hero to-moriow. 
Jam desirous (hit this powder should bo transported with 
out delay, and, therefore, havo sont a person express, to 
have your digections by retin of Mr. Safvon, the bomer 
of this. ° 

The C&irnte 9 for the County of Mssow ava now mets 

They woiild olféorfully havo forwarded this powder, hud 
any Uirdetion Been sont to them, One gentleman of ihe 
Committeo spoke to Mr, Lewis, (ono of the Delegates for 
Neww- Yorke) yyhéinformed him that tho powder was to go 
to Cambridge: Should our Provincial Congress be unae- 
quainted with thg destination of this powder, it will bo 
oxpediont-to “gongalt Mr, Francis Lewis on tho subject. 
Should it bd ordoved to New~ Yorde, 0 sufficient guard will 
he Henne lo attend to the transportation of it from 
Pauly®Hook to New-York, You will pleaso to givo 
aeaig gg adon as possible, 


Cranurs Lune 


ee 


a pedtfully, your most obodiont servant, 
NSE Hevny Revsun, 
To Colonel Woodhull. 

mw, —— 


* GAP TAIN SINCLAIR TO NEW-YORK CONaTESS, 
"a ; Muntington, Mobroary 29, 1776, 
ie: Ti heing the practice of all nations to allow tho 
subjects of the respective States at variance to retire, I 
trouble the Congress with this application for being permil- 
ted to go to Lurope in the first vessel from New- Vor. 
Tam, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 
o Parnicx Sincuam, 


4 the President of the Congress, New-York. 
te _—— 
+3 
* oS SAMUNL GALE TO JONN McKESSON. 
Fairfiold, February 29, 1776. 
_ Dean Sin: Give me loave to inform you that I am now 
in closo confinement, in the cammon jail of this town, I 
am also of opinion (and 1 hava but ‘too much reason_to 
svapeot it) that there is a design agninst my person, formed 
# by some person, or persons, of the County of Cumberland, 
yWwhose actions you aro already acquainted with. ‘Tyue it 
gig@there is a law in this Colony of Gonnecticut, but in the 


ro 


‘ ay of Cumberland, you know, thére is none, I, there- 
lofeRicio, clear mfself before God.) exneot“inv life and 
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safety at the band of those who hold the governing teins 
of the Provines of New-York, the Metropolis of whieh 
Provinee E now enll my residence. 

Thaddeus Burr, Vsquiva, the Shovilf of this County, ins 
forms me that he is nequainted with you. 1, therelare, tee 
quest that you will inform fim, by the caturn of the bearer, 
what you know of my character, as, ulso, the eharaetar 
which f bore among mankind before the commeancament af 
these unhappy troubles; and 1 desira, if i velenso fa not, 
immediately granted, that J may be under the protection of 
the law dill such time arrives. 

You well know that my sentiments Lave beon uniform 
and steady, even if erroneous; and, therefore, 1 consider 
myself entitled, at the least, to the privileges and protec« 
tion which, by the Inws of oll Christinn vations, are granted 
to prisonors of war—(1 call it prisoner of war, not a3 being 
an cnemy, in heart, to any man breathing, but ag being, 
by birth and eduention, one of that country between which 
and this country a war subsists)—and, for that purpose, I 
conecivo myself entitled to an impartial heaving, where 
prejudice docs nat prevail; aud T hopo thal is the ene in 
the Congress of which you area member. Tet mo request 
that I may either be allowed the privilege: granted by all 
Christians to a prisoner of war, or, else, tho birthbight of a 
British subject, the writ of habeas carpus, , Me former, 
only, be allowed, you may mention wha@ Fad Shoosd: in 
the paola; bat F would ehonse, hy all meanst if possible, 
to he at New» York ov Philadelphia, whore l way finish 
my intended publication ow surveying, whieh, you well 
know, is allowed by all parties to be w mntter of great aae 
tual sorvieo to America. {should be ghid you would not 
fail to bo immedinty in your proceedings -horgin, and T 
would look upon it as an additionn! favour, if you would 
acquaint Lod Starling, (with whom Thad formerly a stoall 
aejunlDtaneo) ag, also, Mr, Duane, of my present situation. 

remain, with the gieatest esteom, (notwithstanding all 
political sentinients,) dear sir, your most hamble servant, 
Samunn Gaur 
Lo John McKesson, Maquire, Attornoy- i - 


PLS. Lhave, at News York, the capp or thdilattar shich 
wag sent by tho (Westminster, or, rather, Ghanderland. 
Committeo, to Mr. Livingston; 0g, also, a vindiention of 
thy conduct ef the Shoid and Posse, hy the oaths af | be» 
lievo, thirty persons, a great part of wifam were off tho 
prejudiced side, ‘These onths being in favour of the She 
riM and Posse, was the reason, ag T have been informed, of 
their not being sent to your body*according to promise, 

T would be glad Mrs. @alo might not he fatorned of 
this letter, lost tte contents should aceasion ler misentriage. 

Mr. Sturges, the jailer hero, would be “glad of hall a 
ream of writing paper, If you aro not aequainted with 
him, 1 should bo glad you would put tha oxpensa to my 
nceount, and I will repny you noxt time I seo you, 


P.S, oxtraordiny, March 2d. 1 hove baen favoured 
with what is called a copy of my letter to Colanal Bad. 
lows, Laver, from the hottow of my soul, that both the 
words and the senso aro materially altared, and that, con- 
ore it is nota copy of any lettor evar by me written, 

‘ho firm beliof of there being a design fornvad against my 
erson occasions me to send n man an purpose with this 
ettor, (by the Sheriff's permission.) If you re desirous of 

knowing what the letter actually was, [wim of opinion that, 
by the help of the pretended copy, my memory will enaljlo 
me to furnish a tue copy, which shall be at your sorvica 

Confinement jn a common jail, where the cold wind 
through the bas (for the windows ave not glazed) far ex- 
ceeds the warmth of all the fire that is obtained, lends mo 
to wish that 1 could bo accommodatéd in a gentecler apart- 
ment, till L coma to New. York. As you nnd the Sheriff 
are acquainted, 1 wish you would pass your word ful my 
stay, and you may rely on the word of iin honest and sin 
cere (if an eae! man, that } shell not deceive either 
you or him; nor shall 2 start one inch from such jimits a 
may be presoribed. ‘ ane 


y 
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GENERAL WASHINGTON ‘ro PRESIDENT OF CONGHESH.; 
Reid Mayoh 7, 1776.) a 


7 
if 






& Cambridge, Bobruary 20, 1776, 
Sm: [bog leave {4"ifiform, you, at the requost af 
Committas Fe Dea Panleae oe Peetncen ted at af sip 
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that I have pot ddvaneed fo any of the regiments fiom that 
Govorument any money, except the sum of seven thou- 
sand ove hundred and seventy-two and one-ninth dollars, 
on, the 20th of November last, to pits Putnan, 
fof the Thirty-Fourth Regiment, under his command. { 
shouldihave paid them in the same manner I did the rest 
ofthe Army, had I not beow prevented by the Colonels, 
-Syho expressed their inclinafion to receivo the whole at 
once, pon tholr teturn home at the expiration of service, 
as was customary in their Colony. for this reason, 1 ne- 
ver included them in any estimates of monoy, and have 
mado no provision for their payment, always imagining 
that whatever payments the Colony made them, Congress 
would apply to their credit in the general account against 
the United Colonies, or refund, upon application. 
T have the honour to be, with great esteem and regard, 
sir, your most humble servant, 


Geonrarn Wasninaton, 


To the Honourable John Zancock, President of the Con- 
tinental Congress. 
ge — 
“Bh 
An COMMON SENSE, * 
I, OF the Origin and Design of Government in general, 
with concise Remarks on the Enos Constitution, 


Some writors have so confounded society with Govorn- 
tment as td leavo littl or no distinction betweon them ; 
whereng;* they aro not only different, but havo different 
oniging, “Society is produced by our wants, and Govorn- 
mont r wickednoss ; the former promotes our happi- 


ness by uniting ouraffections, the latter negatively, 


Wey itivaly 
by elo videS, ‘The ono encourages intercouise, 
the oth orohtes distinctions. The first is a patron, tho 
Inst a panisher, 

Sosiety ih every state is a blessing; but Government, 
oven in its best state, is but a necessary evil; in ils worst 
stato on, intolerable one: for when we suitor, or are ox~ 
posed to the samo miseries by a Government, which we 
might eflvct in a country without Government, our calamity 
is heightened by reflecting that we furnish the means by 
which wo safler, Gavernmant, like diass, is tha badge of 
lost innocence ; the palaces of Kings are built on the ruins 
of the bowexg of Paradise. Tor were the impulses of con- 
solels fy , uniform, and irresistibly obeydd, man would 
‘nee! her lawgivers bat thet not palo the case, ha 
finds it necessary to surrender up a part of his property to 
furnish menns for the prptection of the rest ; and this he is 
induced to, do by the samo prudence which, in every other 
case, ndvigas him, aut of twa evils to choose the least. 
Wherefore} 'seourity being the true design and end of Go- 
vernment, ie-thauswerall follows, that whatever form 
thereof appéats most likely to insure jt to us, with the 
least expanse and greatest benefit, is preferable to all others, 

In order to gain a clear and just idea of the design and 
end of Government, let us suppose a small number of per- 
sons settled in some sequesterad part of the enrth, uncon- 
nected with tho rest; they will then represent the first 
peopling of any country, or of the world. In this state of 
natural liberty, society will be their first thought. A thou- 
—~Porhaps tho sontinonts contained in the followin, 
gt sulliciontly fashionable, to procure thom gonaral 
abit of not thinking a thing wrong, gives it a supor- 
ficial appearance of boing right, and raisos ut firat a formidable ontory 
in dofenco of custom, But tho tumult soon subsides, Tmo makog 
moro conyorte than ronson, 

Aso long*aud violont ubuse of powor, is goncrally the moans of 
guiling tho right of it In quostion, (and in matters too which might 


fever have boon thought of, had not tho suflarora beon aggravated into 
th Jhauiey) and as the King of Zagland hath undertaken int hia own 
yi thy 










, eInrno| 
Pagos aro’ 
favour, a 


1 Waupport Lo Parhumont in what he calls thoira, and a8 tlio good 
Foon of thid “country ab groviously oppressed by the combination, 
hoy’ have fh tndonblod iivitoge to inquire inte tho pretensions of 
bot ad a lly to reject Lhe ‘ueu pation of olthor, 

the following wheotw the author hath studiously avoided ovory 
thing whioh is porsonnl among oursolyos, Complimonte ay woll an con. 
aure to individuals make no part thacof, ‘l'ho wise, and tho worlly, 
nood hol the triumph of a pamphlot; and thoso whoao sentimonts ara 
injudlcious, or unfijoudly, will consa of thomsolyoa uniosa too much 
paing wro b&xtowed Xpon their conversion, 

‘Tho oariva of America is, ina grant moneuto, the cause of all mankind, 
Many clronfetances hath, and will arig®, which aro not local, but 
upivorsal, and throtigh avhich the principles of all lovers of mankind 
aro affogtad,.@jd in the event of which, thoir affections aro intureatod, 
‘Thodoyinu’s ¢ unty desolate with arden aword, daglaring war against 
the natural sights of all mankind, au axtlrynting thi dofondors theraof 
fgom tha fage of tlie orth, is the cqnagrnfof every man to whom na. 
turo huth given tho powor of feoling; of which’ class, regardless of 
party censure, fe the a Se yy LUTHOR, 

ae Be, "Se 
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sand motives will excite them theretd) the strength of ona 
nian is so unequal to his wants, md his mind so wnlitted’ for 
perpetual solitude, that he is soon obliged fo seek resistance 
and relief of another, who, in_ his turn, quires the same. 
Four or five united would bo able to raise a tdlerable dwel- 
ling in the midst of a wilderness, but one man might Inbour 
out tho common period of life without accomplishing any 
thing; when ho had felled his timber he could not temove 
it, nor erect it after it was removed; hunger in tho mean 
timo would urge him fiom his work, and avery different 
want call him a different way, Disease, nay even misfor- 
tune, would be death; for though neither might be mortal, 
yet either would disable him from living, and reduce him 
to astate in which he might rather be snid to perish, than 
to die, 

‘Thus necessity, like a gravitating power, would soon form 
our newly anived omigrants into Society, the reciprocal 
blessings of which would supersede, and+render the obli- 
gations of law and Government unnecessary while they 
remained perfectly just to exch other; but, as nothing but 
Heaven is impregnable to vice, it will unavoidably happen, 
that in proportion as they surmount the first dificulties of 
omigration, which bound them together in a common enuse, 
they will begin to rolax in their duty and attachment to 
each other; and this remissnoss will point ont the necossity 
of establishing somo form of Government to supply the 
defect of moral virtue. R 

Some convenient tee will afford thom a State-Honso, 
under the anches of which the whole Colony way agsene 
blo to deliberate on publick matters. It is more than pro- 
bable that their fist laws will have the title only of Regula. 
tions, and be enforced by no other penalty than publick 
disesteom. Ju this fist Parliament every man by natural 
tight will have a seat. 

But us the Colony increases, the publick concerns will 
increnso likewise, and tho distance at which the members 
may be separated, will render it too inconvenient for all of 
them to meet on every occasion as at first, W an ah if pum 
ber was small, (heir habitations near, andjtlio"pi fk cone 
corns few and trifling. This will point out the cohvenience 
of their consenting to Jenve tha legislative part to be ma- 
naged by 0 select number chosen from the whole body, who 
are supposed to have the same concerns at stale which those 
have who appointed them, and who will act in the samo 
manner xs the whole body would act were they present; 


If the Colony continue increasing, it svi ee j,ecag. 
sry to nugment the number of the [tepreddi ae and 
that tho interest of every part of the siéay"in y De ate 


tended to, it will be found best to divide, the whole into 
convenient paits, cach part sending its propor number; and 
that the elected might never form to themselves anvinterest 
soparate from the electors, pradence will point out the pro« 
pricty of having clections ofion: because as the! elected 
might by that menns return and mix again with the generat 
body of tho electors in a fow months, their fidelity to the 
publick will bo secured by the prodent reflection of not 
mualing a rod for themselves, And as this frequent inter 
chango will establish a common interest with every part of 
the community, they will mutually and naturally support 
each othor; and on this (ret on tho unmeaning name of 
King) depends tho strongth of Government, and the hap- 
piness of the governed. 

Here then is the origin and rise of Government ; namely, 
a mode rendered necessary by the inability of moral virtue 
to govern the world; here too is the design and @id of Gd- 
vernment, viz: freadoin and security, At, however our 
eyes may bo dazzled with show, or our ears deccived by 
sound ; howover projudico may ied ourifills, or integgst 
darken our anderstanding, the simple vaice of nature and 
of reason will say, ‘tis right. 

I draw my idea of the form of Government from a prin 
ciple in nature which no art can overturn, vias that the 
more simple any thing is, the less linble it is to be dian, 
dered, and tho ensier repaired when disordoredy .andayith 
this maxim in view, I offer a fow remarks on thessa/much 
boasted Constitution of England. That ity iefot for 
the dark and slavish times in which it was ereated ts pane 
ed. When the world was overrun withtyranny, the: le bt 
remove therefiom was a gloriovs fescue, But thetit is 
imperfect, subject to‘convulsions, and incapable of produs. 


cing what it scems { inise, 4g eusilly demonstrated. 
. ae 
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Absolute Governments, (though the disgiace of himan 
vature) hath this advantage with them, that they are sin 
lo; ‘i the people aufler, they know the head fiom which 
Tete guftering springs; know likewise tho remedy; and are 
hot bawildered Wy a varioty of causes and cares, But the 
Constitution of England is so exceedingly complex, that 
the nation may sufler for years together without being ablo 
to discover in which part the fault lies; some will say in aua 
and somo jo another, and evay political physician will ad- 
vise a different medicine, . 

1 know it is dificult to gat over local or long standing 
prejudices, yet if wo will suffer ourselves to examine the 
component paits of the English Constitution, we shall Gud 
them to be the base remains of two ancient tyrannies, com 
pounded with some new Republican materials, 

First. Tho remains of Movarchical tyranny, in the per- 
gon of the King, 

* Secondly, ‘I'he remaing of Aristoeratical tyranny, in the 
porsons of the Peers, 

Thinily, 'Che new Republican materials, in the persons 
of the Comnions, on whose virtue deponds the fieelom of 
dingland, 

‘Phe two first by being hereditary aro independent of the 
people; wherefore, int constitutional sense, they contribute 
hothing towards the fracdom of the State. 

To say that the Gonstiuution of Hagdard is a union af 
three powers, reciprocally checking cach other, is fircieu! ; 
either the words have no meaning, or they ave flat contia. 
diction. 

To say that the Commons is a check upon the King, 
presupposes two things: 

Hirst. That the Ring is not to bo trusted without being 
looked afters oy, in other words, that a thirst for absolute 
power is she natural discaso of Monareby. 

Seeondl¥, "That the Commons, hy being appointed far 
thnt purpose, avo cither wiser or more worthy of confidence 
than the Crown, 

But as the same Constitution which gives the Coumons 
a power-to check the King by withholding the supplies, 
gives afterwards tha King « power to cheek the Commons 
by empowering him to reject their other hills, it ngain sup- 
posos' tat thepKing is wiser than those whom it has already 
supposed tarbe,yisor than bim, A mere absurdity | 

“Vera 'igygomeiping exceedingly ridiculous in the com~ 
poxitidh of Monarchy; it first excludes a man from tho 
menng of information, yat empowers bim to Act in cases 
whero tho highest judgment is required. ‘Che state of a 
King shuts him from the UA the business of a King 
requires him to know it thoroughly; wherefore, the diferent 
farts, by unnaturally opposing and dostroying euch other, 
prove the whole abarneter to be absurd and useless, 

Somo'writers have oxplained tho Bnglish Constitution 
thus: qhogtin} say they, is one, the Peoplo, another; the 
Peers ate‘nn Mouse in bebalf of the King ; the Comaions 
in hehall-of the Peoples but this hath all the distinctions 
ofa Flaugpgilividedsagainst itself; and though the expres- 
sions:\yo ploagantly arranged, yet when examined they ap- 
pear idle and ambiguous; and jt will nlways happen, that 
the jieest construction that words are capable of, when 
applicd to the description of something which oither cannot 
exist, or is too jncomprohensible to be within the compass 
of Gagoription, will bo words of sound only, and though 
they Thay anwuso the onr, thoy cannot inform tho mind ; for 
this explanation includes a previous question, viz: How 
came the King by a power which the poople aro afraid to 
trast, and always-obliged to check? Buch a power could 
not be tho gilt of a wise peoplo, noither can any power” 
which -needs checking be from God; yet the provision 
whigh the Constitution makes, supposes such « powor to 
oxlet, & 

Buctidiprovision is unequal to the task ; the rienus cither 
canhoty oF Will not accomplish the ond, and the whole affair 
ia a feld-da-se: for gs the grontey weight will always carry 
up tho less, and ag all the wheels of a machine are put in 
motion by one, it only romnins to Jmow whieh powor in the 

Constitution has tha most Weight, for that will govern} ané 
though tho others, or a part of them, may clog, or a8 the 

~ phrase is, check the rapidity of its motion, yet so long as 
they cannot stop it, their endeavours will be inofectual ; the 
fitst’moving power will at last have i fay, and what it 
wiiG ity speed is supplied by time, ay : 
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That the Crown is this overbearing part in the Lagtish 
Constitution needs not ba mentioned, and thet it derives its 
whole consequente iorely from being the giver of placus 
and pensions is self-evidents wherefore, though wa lave 
been wise cnough to shut and Jock a deor against absolute 
Monarchy, we, at (he’sume tine, baye been foalish onough 
to put the Crawn in possession of the key, a 

Tho prejudice of Euglishmen in fayour of their own 
Govornnent, by King, Lords, and Commons, arises ts yueh, 
or more, from vatonal pride iban reason, Individuals avo 
undoubiedly safer in Jengdand than in some other coun 
tries; bot the will of the King is as much the law of the 
lund in Britain us in Lranee, with wis diirence, that ine 
stead of proceeding direetly fiom his mouth, it is handed 
to the people under the more formidable shape of an Act 
of Parliament, For the fite of Charles tho Iirst bath only 
made Kings more subtilu—not more just. 

Wheielure, laying aside all national pride and projadica 
in favour of modes and forms, dhe plain truth is, that it is 
wholly owing to the Constitution of the People, and got to 
the Constitution of the Government, that tho Crown Js not 
us oppressive in Lngland as in Terkoy. iat. 

Aa inquiry into the constitutional errors tithe English 
form of Government, is at this tine highly necessary; for 
as we oro never ina proper condition of doingyd 
others, while wa coutinue ander tha inituen 
leading partiality, 80 neithor are wo capable off 
ourselves while wo remain fotterod by any obstindtt proju» 
dicos And as a inn who is sitesi to a progtiuta is 
untitted to choose or judge of a wile, so any prepossagsion 
in favour of a rotten Constitution af Giovernment will dige 
able us from diseerning a good one, eon ae 







U, Of Monarchy and hereditary succession. 

Mankind being originally equals in the order of crention, 
the equality could only bo destroyed by sone subsequent 
civenmstanee: Lhe distinetions of rich ond poor, may fn 
gicat mensura bo recounted for, and that without having 
Vecourse to the harsh, il-sounding ntines of oppression and 
avarice, Oppression is often tha consaguencd, but agldom 
or never the menus of riches; and though avarigg will poe 
sorva a man from being uecessitously poor, it” gonernily 
mukes him too timorous to be wealthy, ' 

But there i auother and greater distinetinn, for which vo 
tily natural or religious reagon can be assigned, and that 
is, the distinction of mon into Kings and Subjects. Mule- 
and female are the distinctions of natures good and bad the 
distinctions of Leavon; but how a reece of men came into 
the world so exalted above the rest, wud distinguished like 
some new species, ig worth inquiring into, and whether 
they are the mengs of happiness or of misary to mankind, 

Tn the eurly oges of the world, according (© the Sevip> 
ture chronalagy, there were no Kings; the consequence of 
which was, thore were no wares it is the pride of Kings 
which throws mankind into confision.  Uolland, without 
a King, hath enjoyed more poave for this last century iho 
any of tho monarchies) Governments in Europe, Anti« 
quity favours the samo remark; for the quiet and raral 
lives of the first Patrinrehs hath a happy something in them, 
which vanishes away when wo come to tho history of Jetw- 
ish Royalty, 

Government, by Kings, was first introduced into tho 
world by tho Heathens, from whom the children of Jxract 
copied the enstom, Lt was the most prosperous invention 
the Devil ever set on foot for the promotion of idolatry. 
The Heathens paid Divine honours to their decensed Kings, 
and the Christi world bath improved on the plan by 
doing the same to their living ones. ,Low impious is the 
title of sacred Majesty appliod to a worm, who, in the 
midst of his splendour, is crumbling into dust ! . 

As the exalting ona man so greatly above the rest dan 
not be justified on the equal rights of nature, so neither can 
it bo defended on the authority of Seripture; for rhe will 
of tho Almighty, as declared by Gideon and tho, Prophet 
Samuel, expressly disapproves of Government by Kings. 
All anti-monarchical parts of Scriptura havo keen very 
smoothly glossed over in monarchical Governments, but 
they undoubtedly merit thy attention of countries which 
have their Governments yet to form, “ Render unto Cax 
sar the things which are Ceesar’s” is the Seriptare doctrine, 
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for the Jews at that time wore without a King, ‘and ina 
stato of vassalage to the Romans, 

Noar three thousand yenis passed away from the Mosatch 
account of the ercation, till tho Jews, under a nutional de- 
lusion, requested a King. ‘Till then, their form of Govern- 
ment (except in extraordinary cases where the Almighty 
ingerposed) was a kind of Republick, administered by a 
Judge and the Elders of the Tribes. Kings they had none, 
and ig was hold sinfil to acknowledge any Being under that 
title but the Lord of Llosts. Aud when a man seriously 
reflects on tho idolatraus homage which is paid to the per 
sons of Kings, he need not wonder that the Almighty, ever 
jealous of his honour, should disapprove of a form of Go- 
verument which so impiously invades the prerogative of 
Heaven. 

Monarchy is ranked in Scripture as one of the sins of the 
Tews, for which a curse in reserve is denounced azainst them. 
The history of that transaction is worth attending to; 

The children of Israel being oppressed by the Midian- 
ites, Gideon marched,pgainst thom with a small army, and 
victory, through the Divine interposition, decided in his 
favour, The Jews, elate with success, and attributing it to 
the generalship of Gideon, proposed making him a King, 
saying, “ Rule thou over us, thou and thy son, and thy son’s 
son.” Here was temptation in its fullest extent; nota 
kingdom only, but an hoveditary one; but Gideon, in the 
oe of his*soul, replied, “1 will not rule over you, neither 
shall my son rule over yous the Lord shall rule aver you.” 
Words need not bo moro explicit ; Gideon doth not decline 
the honour, but denieth their right to give it; neither doth 
ha complingnt them with invented declarations of his 
thanks, bf Hirth posifivo style of a Prophet, churges them 
with disalleation to theiv propar Sovereign, tho King of 
Heaven, 

About one hundred and thirty years aftor this, they fell 
again into the same error. ‘The hankering which the 

ews hal for the idolatrous customs of the Leathens, is 
something exceedingly unaccountable ; but so it was, that 
laying hold of the misconduct of Samuel’s iva sons, who 
wero intrusted with some secular concerns, they came in 
gn abrupt avd clamoroys manner to Samuel, saying, “ Be- 
hold thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways, now 
Inake ys q King to judge us like all the other nations,” 
Andjhdre wa cannot but observe that their motives wera 
bad, vids" that thoy might beJike anto other nations, i, 0 
the Heathens, whereas their trug glory laid in being as 
much unlike them as possible. But the thing displensed 
Samuel when they said, Give us a King to judge us: and 
Samuel prayed unto the Lord, and the Lord said unto 
Samuel, Vearken unto tho voico of the people in all that 
they say unta thee, for they have not rejected theo, but 
they have rejected mo, that E should nat reign over them. 
According to all tho works which they have dono since the 
day that T brought them up out of Mgypt oven unto this 
day, wherewith they have forsaken mo and served othor 
gods: so do they also unto thee, Nov, therefore, hearken 
unto their voice; howboit, protest solumuly unto thom and 
shew them the manuer of the King that shall reign over 
them?” i. a. notof avy particular King, but the general 
manner ofthe Kings of the earth, whom Jsraed was so 
cugerly edfying alter, And notwithstanding the great dis- 
tance of tima and difference of manners, the character is 
still in fashion,“ And Semuel told all the words of the 
Lord unto the people, that asked of him a King. And he 
said, this slfall be the manner of the King that shail reign 
over you. [Je will take your sons and appoint them for 
himself, for his chariots, and to be his horsemen, and some 
shall, ran before his ehaviots ;” (this description agrees 
withithe present mode of impressing men i “and ho will 
appoint hith captains over thousands, and captains over 
fifties, and will sat them (o eay bis ground and to reap his 
harvest, and to make his instruments of war, and instru- 
ingnts of his chariots, And ho will take your daughters 
to be confeptionaries, and to be cooks, and to be bakers ;” 
(this describes the expense and luxury tis well as tho op- 
pression of Kings) and ho will take your fields, and your 
vineyards, and yourroliveyards, even the best of them, and 
give them to his servants. Andehe will take the tenth of 
your seed, and af your vineyards, and give them to his 
officers and to his servants.”? (By which we see that bri- 
bery, corruption, and favouritism, are the. standing vices of 
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Kings.) And be will take ihe telth of your men-ser= 
yants, and your maid-servants, and your goodliest young 
mon, and your asses, and put them to bis works and be 
will take the tenth of your sheep, and ye slinil be his sere 
vants, and ye shall cry out in that day because af your 
King, which ye shall have chosen, and the Lord will nat 
hear you in that day.” ‘Uhis accounts for the continaation 
of Monarchy ; neither do the characters of the few good 
Kings which have lived sinee, either sanctify the title, or 
blot ou: the sinfulness of the origins the high encomiumn 
given of David takes no notice of him officially asa King, 
but only as a man after God's own heat, “ Nevertheless 
the people refused to obey the voice of Samue?, and they - 
said nay, but we will havea King aver us, (hat we may be 
like all the nations, and that our King may judge us, and 
go out before us, and fight cur battles.” Scanned continued 
toreason with them, but to no purpose ; he set befora them 
their ingratitude, bat all would not avail, tind seeing thera 
fully bent an their folly, he cried out, “4 will call unto the 
Lord and he shall send thander and rain, (whielt then was 
a punishment, being in the time of wheat-harvest,) that ya 
may perceive and see that your wickedness is great which 
ye have done in the sight of the Lord, in asking you a 
King. So Samuel culled unto the Lord, and the Lord 
sent thunder and rain that day, and all the people grently 
feared the Lord and Samuel, And all tha people said 
unto Samucd, pray for thy servants unto the Lord thy God 
that we die not, for we have added unto our sins this evil, 
to ask a King.” These portions of Scripture are direct 
and positive. ‘They admit of no equivocal construction. 
That the Almighty hath here entered his protest against 
monarehical Government js true, or the Seripture.is false, 
Auda man hath gaod reason to believe that there is as 
much of kingeraft, as priesteraft, in withholding the Scrip- 
ture from the publick in Popish countries, lor Monarchy 
in every instance is tho Popery of Government. ‘ 
‘Lo the ovil of Monarchy we have added that of heredi- 
tary succession ; and as tho first is a degradatign and Jes- 
sening of ourselves, so the second, claimed asa matter of 
right, is an insult and an imposition on posterity. For all 
nen being originally equals, no one by birth could have a 
right to set up his awn family in perpetual preference to 
all others for ever, and though hinisel! might deserve soma 
cecent degice of honours of his cotemporarios, yet his de- 
scendants might be far too anwarthy o Ince One 
of the strongest natural proofs of the folly of hergditury 
right in Kings, is, that nuture disapproves it, otherwise she 
would not so frequently turn it into ridiayle by alying roars 
kind an ass for a lion, ae 
Secondly, as no man at first could possows any other pub- 
lick honours than wore bestowed upon him, so the givers of 
those honaurs could have no power to give avtay the right 
of posterity, and though they might say “we chgose you 
for our head,” they could not, without manifest injustice to 
their children, say * that your children and yous children’s 
children shall reign over ours for ever.” Because such an 
unwise, unjust, wonaturnl compact, might (perhnpa) ip thy 
next succession put them under the government a rogue 
ora fool. Most wise men, in their private sentiments, have 
ever treated hereditary right with contenipt; yet it js one 
of those evils which, when once established, is not ensily 
removed ; many submit from fear, othors fiom superstition, 
and the more powerful part shares with the King the plan 
der of the rest, eter 
This is supposing the present race of Kings inthe world” 
te have had an honourable origin ; whereds,it is more than 
probable, that could wo take off (he dark covering of an- 
tiquity, and trace them to their first riso, thie ive should fied 
the first of them nothing better than the principal ruffian of 
some restless gang, whose sayige manners, or pre-eminence 
in subtility, obtained him the tide of chief among plunder. 
ers; and who, by increasing in power and extonding hig 
depvedations, overawed the quiet and dofenceless to puss, 
‘chase their safety by frequent contributions. Yet hig dlpo~ 
tors could have no idea of giving hereditary right ipaplsrde- 
scendants, becanse such a perpetual exclusion*ofsthem- 
selves was incompatible with the free nnd unrestrained: 
principles they professed to live by. Wherefore, heredti- 
tary succession, in the early ages of Monarchy, could not 
take place as a matterof claim, but-as something casual or 
complimental ; but‘as Foxe no récords were extant in 
cae 
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those days, and traditionnry history stuffed with fibles, it 
was very easy alter the lapse of a fow generations, to imp 
up some superstitions tule, conycniently timed, Mahouet- 
like, to eram hereditary right down the throgts of the vul- 
gure Perhaps the disorders which threatened, or seemed 
to threaten, on the decease of a leader and the chaiee of a 
now one, (for elections among ruftians coulil not be very 
ovderly,) induced many at first to favour hereditary pro- 
tensions ; by which means it huppened, as it hath happen- 
ed since, that what at first was submitted to as a conveni- 
ance wos afterwards claimed as a right, 

England, since the Conquest, bath known soma few 
- good Monarchs, but groaned benenth a much larger num- 
ber of bad ones; yet no man in his sensos cun say tnt 
their claim under Witten the Conqueror is a very honour- 
able one, A Erench bastard landing with an armed ban- 
ditti, and establishing himself King of england against the 
consent of tho natives, is, in plain terms, a very pultry, 1as- 
cally oviginal—it certainly hath no Divinity in it, However, 
it is neodless to spend much time in exposing the folly of 
hereditary right; if there are any s0 weal as to believe it, 
fet them promiscuously worship the ass and tion, and wel- 
come, | shall noither copy their humility nor disturb their 
devotion. 

Yet I should be glad to ask how they suppose Kings 
came at fist? The question admits but of three answers, 
viz: either by lot, by election, or by usurpation. If the 
fist King was tiken by Lot, & establishes a precedent for 
tho next, which excludes lereditary succession, Star was 
by lot, yet the suceession was not hereditary, neither dovs 
it appear from that transaction there was any intention it 
over should, If tho fist King of any country was by 
election that likewise ostablishes a precedent for the next; 
for lo say that the right of all future generations is tuken 
away by the not of the first electors in their choica not only 
ofa King, butol'a family of Kings for over, hath no paral- 
Jel in or out of Scripture, but the doctrino of original sin, 
which supposes (he freo-will of all mon Jost in Adam; and 
from such comparison, and it will admit of no othar, he» 
reditary succession can derive no glory, lor ay in ddan 
all sinned, and as in the first Blcetois all men oboyed 5 a8 
in the ono all mankind wore subjected to Satan, and in the 
other to Sovereignty; ax our innocence was lost in the first, 
and our authority in the last; andas both disable us from 
roassuming: somo former stato aud privilogo, it unanswer- 
ably follows thot original sin and hereditary succession aro 
parallels, Dishonourablo rank! inglorious connection | yet 
tho most subtile sophist cannot produce a juster simile. 

As {0 ysurpitions ne mon will be so hardy ag to defend 
its and that Hitéam the Conqueror was an usurper is a fact 
not to bo contri foted, "Tho plain trath is, that the an- 
tiguity of Baplish monarchy will not hear looking into, 

But it is not so rauch the absurdity as the evil of ho- 

fpditary sticoassion which concerns mankind. Did it in 
sur a tace ef good and wise men, it would have the seal of 
Divine ddthotity, but as it opens tho door to the foolish, the 
wicked, and the improper, it hath in it the nature of op- 
pression, * Men who look upon themselyos born to reign, 
and,others to obay, soon grow insolent; selected from tho 
rest of mankind, their minds are onsily poisoned by impor 
tans and the world thoy act in differs so materially from 
theworld at largo, that they have but litle opportunity of 
knowing ils true intorests, and when they succeed to the 
Governnignt ure fiequently tho most ignorant and unfit of 
any througiiout the dominions. 
‘ Another evil which attends hereditary succession, ise 
that the throng is subject to be possessed by a minor at any 
eggsoll which time the Regency, acting under the cover 
q King, have “every oppoitunity and inducement to be- 
tray, thettsrnst, ‘Che same national misfortune happens 
whan a Ring, worn out with age and infirmity, onters the 
last stage of human wenkness, In both these oases the 
publickwbecornes Q prey lo evory miscreant who can tampor 
successfully with tho follies either of ago or infancy. 

Theo most plausible plea which hath aver been offergd 
in favotr of hereditaty guecession, is, that it presefves a 
nation from civil wars; and wero this true, it would be 
weighty ; whereas, it is the most burofaced falsity aver im- 
posed upon mankind. ‘The whole history of England dis- 
owns the fact. Thirty Kings and wetyigors have reigned 


in Shate digtracted kingdom since the Qé%tyin which 
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time there have boon (including the aovalalad) no lesa 
than cight civil wars ani nineteen rebullions, Wherefore, 
inatord of making for pence, it makes ngainst i, and deo 
stroys the very foundation it seems to stand on, 

‘The contest for Monarchy nnd suecossion between the 
houses of York and Jameasier, laid England in a seeno of 
blood for many years. ‘Twelve pitched battles, bosides 
skirmishes and sioges, were fought between Slenry and 
Hdward. 'Tivieo was Henry prisoney to Edward, who in 
his tmn was prisoner to Lenry, And so uncertuin is the 
fate of wor and tho temper of a nation, when nothing but 
personal matters are tho ground of a quarrel, that envy 
was taken in tiumph from a prison toa palace, and Lid- 
ward obliged to fly froma puluce to a foreign Jaud. Yet 
as sudden transitions of temper are seldom lasting, Henry 
in his torn was driven fiom the throne and Edward recall 
od to succeed him, ‘Lhe Parliament always following the 
strongest side. 

‘The contest began in the reign of Henry the Sixth, and 
was not ontively extinguishod til Fleury the Seventh, in 
whom the families were united, tncluding a period of 
sixty-seven years, viz from 1422 to 1489, 

in short, Monarchy and succession hnve laid (not this or 
that kingdom only) but tho world in blood and ashes. "Lis 
a form of Government which the word of God benrs teati- 
mony against, and blood will attend it. a 3 

If we inquire into tho business of a King, We shall find 
that in some countries they have none 5 and, after saunter 
ing away their livoy without ploasure to themselves, or ad» 
vantnge to the nation, withdraw from the scone, and lonye 
their suecessors to trend the sume idle round. . In absolute 
monarehies the whole woight of business, civil and military, 
fies on tho King; the children of dyvaed in thoiv request for 
a King urged this plea, * that he may judgo us, and go out 
bofore us and fight our battles.’ But in countries where 
he is neither « dudge, nora General, as in Zngdand, aman 
would bo puzalad to know what is his business, + 

‘ho nearer any Govornment approaches to a Republick 
the less business thore is Sor a Khun Itis somewhat dif 
cult to find a proper name for tho Government of Bngland, 
Sir [Villiam Meredith calls ita Republiok ; but in its pra« 
sent state it is unworthy of the name, becatise the corrupt 
influence of the Crown, by having all the places in its dis- 
posal, hath so efvctually swallowed a powor? und 
enten out the virtua of tho eflouso ol Commons (the ro« 
publican part in the Constitution) that tho Govornmont of 
England is wenly as monarchical as that of Lrance or 
Spaine Mon fall out with names without understandia 
them, Far ’tis the vepublican and sot the monarchicn 
part of tho Constitution of Jingland which Jnglishmen 
glory in, vizt tho liberty of choosing an House of Commons 
from out of their own badly; and it is ensy to soo that when 
republican virtue fails, slavery onsues. Why is tho Con- 
stitution of England sickly? but because Monarchy hath 
poisoned the Ropublick; tho Crown hath engrossed the 
Gommons. 

In fengland a King hath little moro to do than to make 
war and give away places; which, in plain (orms, is to im- 
poverish tho nation, and sot it toyether hy the cars. A 
pretty business, indeed, fora man to be allowed eight hun« 
dred thousand sterling a yoar for, and worshipped into the 
bargain! Of more worth is one honest mun to society, 
and in the sight of God, than all the crowned ruflians that 
ever lived. é # 


III. Thoughts on the present state of Aunnioan Affairs, 


fu the following pages I offer nothing more than simple 
facts, plain arguments, and common sense; and have no 
other preliminaries to settle with the reader, than that he 
will divest himself of prajudice and prepossassion, and gus 
fer his rengon and his feelings to determine for thouiselves ; 
that ho will put on (or rather, that he will not put off) the 
true character of a man, and genorously enlarge his views 
beyond the present day. ° e 

Volumes have been written on the subject of tho strag- 
gle between Bngland antl America, Nen ofall ranks 
havo embarked in the controversy, fidin different motives, 
and with various designs, lsat all have been ineffectual, and 
tho period of debate is closed, Arms, as tho Jest resource, 
decide the contest ; the appeal was the choice of the King, 
and the Continent has accepted the challenge. ° =" 
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It hath been reported of the Inte Mr. Pelham, (who, 
though an able Minister, was not without his faults,) that 
on his being attacked in the Louse of Commons, on the 
score that his measures were only of a temporary kind, 
replied, “they will last my time.” Should a thought so 
fatal and unmanly possess the Colanies in the present con- 
tegt, the name of ancestors will be remembered by fucura 
generations with detestation. ‘he sun never shined on a 
eause, of greater worth. It is not the aflair of a City, a 
County, a Provinee, or a Kingdom, but of a Continent—of 
at least one-eighth part of the habitable glabe. [tis nat tha 
concern ofa day, a year, or an age; posterity are virtually 
involyed in the contest, and will be niore or less affected, 
even to the end of time, by the proceedings naw. Now is 
the sged time of Continental union, faith, and hovour, 
The lenst fracture now, will be like a name engraved with 
the weak point of a pin on the tender iind of a young oak: 
the wound will enlarge with the tree, and posterity 1ead it 
in full-grown characters. 

By referring the matter from argument to arms, a new 
ern for politicks is struck, a new method of thinking bath 
arisen. All plans, proposals, &c., prior to the 19th of 
Apri, i.e. to the commencement of hostilities, are like 
the almanacks of the last year, which, though proper then, 
are superseded and useless now. Whatever was advanced 
by the advaeates on cither side of the question then, ter- 
minated in one and the same point, viz an union with 
Great Britain, he only difftience between tho patties 
was the method of eflecting it; the one proposing force, 
the other friendship. But, it hath so far happened that the 
first igth failed, and the second bath withdrawn her influ- 
ence, ms 

As nineh hath boen said of the advantages of reconcilia~ 
tion, whioh, like au agreeable dream, hath passed away and 
left us as we were, it is but right that wo should examine 
the contrary sido of the argument, and inquire into some of 
the many material injuries which these Colonies sustain, 
and always will sustain, by being connected with, and de- 
pendant on Great Britain; to oxamine that connection 
and depondance on the principles of nature and common 
sens¢, to sea what we have to trust to if separated, and 
what we are to expect if dependant, 

1 have heard it asserted by some, that, as America hath 
floufshed under her former connection with Great Britain, 
that the same connection is pecessary towards her future 
happiness, and will nlwnys have tho same effect. Nothing 
gan be more fallacious than this kind of argument ; we may 
as well assert-that because a child bath thrived upon milk, 
that it is never to have meat, or, that the first twenty yours 
of our lives is to become a precedent for tho next twenty. 
But even this is admitting more than is true, for I answer, 
roundly, that America would have flourished as much, and 
probably much more, had no Luropcan Power taken any 
notice of her, ‘Lhe commerce by which she hath enriched 
herself are the necessaries of life, and will always havo a 
market while eating is the custom of Lurope. But, she 
has protected us, says some, That sho hath engrossed us 
is trae, and dofended the Continent at our expense as well 
as her own, is admitted; and sho would have defended 
Turkey from tha same mative, viz: the sake af trade and 
dominion.” 

Alans! we have been long led away by ancient preju- 
dices, and mace large sacrifices (o superstition. Wo have 
boasted the protection of Great Britain, without considor- 
ing that her motive was interest, not atiachment; (hat she 
did not protect us from our enemies on our account, but 
from her enemies on her own account; from those who had 
no quarrel with us on any other account, and who will al- 
ways be our enemies on tho same account. Let Britain 
waive, her pretensions to the Continent, or tho Continent 
throw"off the dopendance, and we should be at pence with 
France and Spain wore thoy at wav with Britain, The 
misarias of Hanover, last war, aught to warn us against 
connections, 

It hath Jately bean asserted in Parliament, that the Co- 
Jonies hav® no relation to each other but through the pa- 
rent country; i. & that Pennsylvania and the Jersoys, and 
so on for the yest, are sister Colonies by the way of Eng- 
land. This is certainly a very roundabout way of prov- 
ing relationship, but it is the nearest and_only true way of 
proving enemyship, if I may so call it, 2rance and Spain 
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never were, nor, perliaps, ever will be our cnemies as Ame- 
ricans, hut, as our being the subjects of Great Britain. 

But Britain is the pment cownuy, says some, Thon 
the more shame upon her conduct. {ven biutes do not 
dovour their Young, nor Savages make war upon their 
families ; wherefore, tho assertion, if tue, tus to her 
reproach; but it happens not to be true, or only partly so, 
and the phrase, parent ar mother country, hath been jesuit- 
ically adopted by the King and his parasites, with a low, 
papistical design of gaining an unfair bias on the eredulous’ 
weakness af our minds, Europe, and not England, is the 
parett country af America, This New World lath been 
the asylun for the persecuted lovers of civil and religious 
liberty from every part of Zurope. Tither have they fled, 
not fions the tender embraces of the mother, but fram the’ 
cruelty of the monster; and it is so fav true of England, 
that the sane tyranny which drove the fist emigrants fiom 
home, pursues their descendants still, 

In this extensive quarter of the globe, we forget the nar- 
row limits of three handied and sixty miles, (the extent of 
Englend,) and carry our friendship on a larger scale 3 we 
elain brotherhood with every Zuropean Cristian, and 
triumph in the generosity of tho sentiment. 

It is pleasant to observe by what regular gradations we 
surmount the force of local prejudice, as we enlarge our 
acqunintance with the world. A man born in any town 
in England divided into parishes, will naturally associnta 
most with his fellow-purishiouer, (because their interests in 
many cases will bo common,) and distinguish him by the 
nome of neighbour; if he meet bim bata few miles from 
home, he drops the narrow iden of a street, and salutes hint 
by the name of townsman ; if he travel out of the County, 
and meet him in any other, ho forgets the tuinor divisions 
of street and town, and calls him countryman, i.e. county- 
man; but if, in their forcign excursions, they should asso- 
ciate in France, or any other part of Hurope, their local 
remembrance would be enlarged into that of Englishmen, 
And, by a just parity of reasoning, all Zurapeans meeting 
in America, or any other quarter of the globe, are country= 
men; for England, Holland, Germany, or Sweden, when 
compared with the whole, stand in the same’ places, on tha 
Jaryer scale, which the divisions of strect, town, and Coun- 
ty do on the smaller ones; distinctions too limited for Con- 
tinental minds, Not one-third of the inhabitants even, of 
this Province, aro of dunglish descent; wherefore, L re- 
probato tho phrase of parent or mother countiyy,nyiplied to 
Jingland only, us being falso, selfish, narrow, and ungene- 
rous. we Pa, 

But, admitting that we were all of Ey, lish descent, what 
does itamount to? Nothing. Britain baing, naw an opes 
enemy, extinguishes every other name and title; and fo 
say that reconciliation is our duty, is troly facieal, ‘The 
(ist King of England, of the present lino, (Wiliam the 
Conqueror,) was a Frenchman, and half the Beors of Zag- 
land are descendants from the same country ;, wherefore, 
by the same method of rensoning, England ought to be 
governed by Trance, o + 

Much hath been said of the united strongthsof Jri- 
tain and tho Colonies; that, in conjunction, they might 
hid defianca to the world. But this is mere presumption 5 
the fute of war is uncartain; neither do the expressions 
mean any thing, for this Continent would never suffer itself 
to be drained of inhabitants, to support the British arms in 
either Asia, Africa, or Lurope. ; 

Besides, what have we to do with seftin: tasforld at 
defianee, Our plan is commerce ; and iff welbattended 
to, will secure us the peace and friendship.of all Zurope, 
Lecause it is the interest of all Europe to have Americg a 
freo port. Hey trade will cial bo a protection, and Ta 
barrenness of gold and silver will secure her from invadeys. 

[ challengo the warmest advocate for reconciliation to 
show 9 single advantage that this Continent can reap, by 
being connected with Great Britain. I ropeat the chalk 
lenge, not a single advantage is derived. Our cpenetl 
fetch its price in any market in Hurope, and oot Impored 
gfods must be paid for, buy them where wo will % 

But the injurics and disadvantages we sustain by that ¢on~ 
nection are without number, and our duty to ‘mankind at 
larga, as well as to ourselves, ingteuct ‘us to renounce ‘the 
alliance; because any submission to, or dependance on 
Great Britain, tends direguly to involve this Continent ‘in 
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European wars and quarrels, As Europe is our market 
for trade, we ought te form vo political connection with any 
part of it. It is the true interest of America to stoer cloar 
of Enropean contentions, whieh sho never can do, while, 
by her dependance on Britain, she is made the maka- 
weight in the scale of British politicks. 

Enrope is too thickly planted with kingdoms to bo long 
at porco; und whenever a war brenks out between Jdng- 
land and any foreign power, the trade of Amertea goes to 
ruin, because of her connection with Britain, ‘Tho noxt 
war may pot turn out like the lost, and, should it not, tho 
advocates for veconcilintion now, will ba wishing for sepa- 
ration then, becatso neutrality, in that case, would be 0 
safer convoy than a man-ofswar,  Hvery thing that is right 
or reasonable pleads for separation. ‘The blood of the 
slain, the weeping voice of naturo cries, “Lis time to part. 
Even tho distance at which the Almighty bath placed 
England and America, is a strong and natural proof’ that 
the authority of the ono over the other was never tho de- 
sign of Heaven, ‘Phe time, likewise, at which the Conti+ 
nong was discovered, adds weight to the argument, and the 
manner in whieh it was peopled inorenses the foree of it, 
The Reformajion was preceded by the discovery of Ame- 
rica, as if tho Almighty graciously monat to open a sanetu- 
ary to the persecuted in future yents, when home should 
afford neither frigadship nor safety. 

The authority of Great Britain over thia Continent is 
aforn of Government which, sooner or hater, must hrvo 
an end; and a seious inind can deaw ne trae pleasure by 
looking forward, under the painful and positive convietion 
that what he culls “the present Constitution is merely 
tomporary. As parenta, wo cun have no joy, knowing that 
this Government is not suficiently lasting to insure auy 
thing which wo may baqneath to posterny; and, by o plain 
method of argument, as we aro running the next generation 
into debt, we ought to do the work of il, otherwise we uso 
them mennly and pititully. I order to discover tho lino 
of our duty rightly, we should take our children in our 
hand, and fix our station @ few years further into lifes that 
aininence will present a prospect which a tow present fenrs 
and prejudices concen! fiom our sight. 

Though I would carefully avoid giving unnecessary of 
fence, yot tam inclined to beliave that all those who vspousa 
the doctrio of reconciliation, muy be included within the 
following descriptions: Lnterested men who ara not to bo 
twustnd, weak men wha camot see, prejudiced mea who 
will not see, and a certain set of moderate men who think 
better of the Hurapean world than it deservas; and this 
Jast class, by an ii-fodged delihoration, will be tha cause of 
more calumities’to this Continent than all the other three, 

{tis the good ;furtune of many to live distant fiom the 
sceno of presont Sorrow ; the avil is not sufliciontly brought 
to theft doors to malo them foel the precaiousness with 
which all american propoity is possessod. But let our 
inmuginations transport us for a fow moments to Loston; 
shat sont of wretehedness will torch us wisdom, and in« 
strict us forovor to renounce a Power in whom wo oun 
have no trust. "Tho inhabitants of that unfortumuo city, 
who, but a few months ago, wero in caso and aflluence, 
have now oo othor alternative (han to stay and starve, ov 
tyen,out to beg. Mndangered by the fire of their finds 
they continue within the city, and plundered by Govern- 
ment if they leave it. In their present condition they aro 
prisoners without the hope of redemption, and, in a gonoral 
attack for their relief, thoy would be exposed to the fury 
of both armies, 

Men of passive tempors look somewhat lightly over the 
offences of Britain, and, still hoping for the best, are apt 
ta eto * Camo, come, we shall bo friends again, for 
all thig2? But examine tho passions aud feelings of man- 
kind’s bring the doctrine of reconciliation to the touchstone 
of nature, and then tell me whether you can heroalter love, 
honour, and faithfully servo, tho Powor that hath carried 
fire and swotd into your land? I you cannot do all there, 
then you ave only devolving yoursalves, and, by your da- 
lay, bringing ruin upon posterity, Your future connector! 
with Britain, whom you can neither Jove nor honour, will 
ba forcert and unnatural; and being formed only on the 
pian of present convenience, will, in-a Tittle time, fall into 
a ralapso more wretched than tho firsts «But, if you say 
yor gan still pass the violations over, théns}eask, bagh, your 
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house bean borat? Oath your properly been destroyed 
before your feo? Ave your wife and childron destitute of. 
n bed to lio on, or bread to live on? Wave you lost a pas 
sent, or a child, by their hands, and yourself the ruined 
and wretehod survivor? Jf you have not, then you ate 
not a judge of those who have. Bat if you hove, and sul 
ean shake hands with the murderers, (en are you away. 
thy the name of husband, futher, friend, or lovers and 
whatever may bo your rank or title in life, you have the 
heart of a coward, and the spirit of a ayeaphant. 

This is not infaming or cxaggerating matters, but trying 
them by thoso feelings and afvctions which nature justifies, 
aud, without which, we should be incapable of discharging 
tho social duties of life, or enjoying tho felicities of it, 1 
mean not to exhibit horror for the purpose of provoking 
yovenge, but to awaken us fron fatal and anaanly stim 
bers, that we may pursue detenninately some fixed abject. 
"Tis not in tho power of Haglan, or al Europe, to cons 
quer Americt, if sho doth not conquer hersolf by delay and 
umidity, ‘Cho present winter is wand) an age, if rightly 
employed; but, if lost or neglected, tha whale Continent 
will partake of the misfortune; and there is no punishment 
which that man doth not deserve, be he who, or what or 
where he will, that may be the means of sucrificing a sete 
son sd precious and useful, 

“Tis repugnant to reason, to the universal order of things, 
toall examples fiom former ages, to aupposo that this Con- 
tinent can long remain aubject te amy external Power, ‘Lbo 
most sangoing jn Bettin doth not think se. Lhe utmost 
stretoh of human wisdors cannot, at ihid timo, compas a 
plon, short of separation, whieh em promise the Ceminent 
oven a year's security. Reconciliation is now a fallacious 
dream. Natna bath deserted thea connection, and Ait 
cannot supply her places for, ng Milton wisely ex pressos, 
nover can tug deconcilement grow where sounds of 
deadly hata haye pierced so deep.” 

Hyvery quiet method for peaco hath been inedivctual. 
Our prayers have beon rejected with disdain, and hath 
tented 10 convines us that nothing Matters vanity, or con+ 
fims obstinaey in Kings, more than repented petitioning 3 
and nothing bath contributed more than that very measure 
to make tho Kings of Murope absolute. Witoss Jen 
marke wud Sweden. Wherefore, since nothing but blows 
will do, for Gord's sake let us como to a tinal separation, 
and not lenve tho noxt generation to be eutting thronta 
uadey Che violated onmenving names of parent and ohild. 

Yo say they will naver attempteit agnin, is idle and vis 
sionary. We thought so at tho repeal of the Smimp Act; 
yet a yonr or two tindecoived us, As well may we aups 
peso that nations, whieh have been once defeated, will 
hover venew (ho quarrel, 

Ag to Governmont matters, tis Hot in the power of Brix 
tain to do this Continent justia, “he business of it will 
soon be too wolyhty and inticate to be managed, with any 
toleruble degree of convenienco, by a Power so distant from 
ug, and so very ignorant of us; for, if they cannot ganquer 
us, they cannot govern us, ‘Lo bo always running three 
or four thousand: niles with a tale, or a petition, waiting 
four or five mouths for an answar, which, when obtained, 
requires fiva or six more to axplain it in, will, ina few 
years, ho looked upon as folly and childishness, here 
jag atime whon it was proper, and there is a proper time 
for it to censa. ; 

Small islands, not capable of protecting themselves, are 
tho proper objects for Government to take under their caro; 


but there is something very absurd in supposing a conti« 


nent to be perpetually governed by an island, In no in 
stance hath nature made the satellite lager than its primar 
planet; and as Bngland and Amerted, with respect to van 
other, reverses tlia common order of nature, it is evident 
they belong to different systems: England to Lurape } 
Amarica to itsolf. 

1am not induced by motives of pride, purty, or resents 
mont, to espouso the doctrine of separation and Andepor 
dence, Tam clearly, positively, and consciencionsly par 
sunded, that ‘tis the (rua interest of this Continent4o be so; 
that every thing short of that is mero patchwork; that it 
can afford no lasting felicity; thatit is leaving the sword 
to our ebildeon, and shrinking back at a time when 9 liste 
more—a little further—would have rendered this Continent® 
the glory of the earth. 
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As Britain hath not manifested the least inclination to- 


_Wwards a coniproinise, we may be assured that no arms can 


he obtained worthy the aceeptance of tho Continent, or any 
way's equal to the expense of blood and treasure we have 
been olready put to. 

The object contonded for ought always to bear somo just 
Bena og to the expense, Tho removal of North, or tha 
whole dotestable junto, is a matter unworthy the millions 
wo have expended. A temporary stoppage of trade was 
an inconvenience which would have seficiently balanced 
the repeal of all the acts complained of, had such repeals 
been obtained; but if the whole Continent must take up 
arms, if every man must be a soldier, it is scnrcely worth 
our while to fight against a contemptible Ministry only. 
Dearly, dearly, do we pay for the repeal of the acts, if that 
ig all we fight for; for, in a just estimation, it is as great a 
folly to pay a Bunker-LLil price for law as for land. As 
T have always considered the independency of this Conti- 
nent as an ovent which, sooner or Inter, must arrive, so, 
from tho lato rapid progress of the Continent to maturity, 
the event could not Ke far off; wherefore, on tho breaking 
out of hostilities, it was not worth the whilo to have dis- 


* puted a mattor which time would have finally redressod, 


unleg’s wo meant to be in earnest; otherwiso, it is like 
Wasting an estate ou a suil at law to regulate the trespasses 
of a tenant whose lease is just expiring, No man was a 
warmer wisher for reconciliation than myself, befoie the 
fatal 10th of April, 1775; but the moment the event of 
that day was made known, [ rejected the hardened, sullen- 
tempered Pharaoh of Lngland forever, und disdained the 
wretch that, with the pretended tide of Father of his Peo- 
ple, eqn uateclingly hear of their slaughter, and composedly 
sleep with their blood upon his soul. 

But adinitting that matters were now made up, what 
would be the event? I answer, the ruin of the Continent; 
and that for several reasons : 

First. The powers of governing still remaining in the 
Hands of the King, he will have a negative over the whole 
legislation of this Continent; and ng he hath shown himself 
such an inveterate enamy to liberty, and discovered such 
a thirst for arbitrary power, is he, or is ho not, a proper 
man to say to these Colonies, “ You shall make uo laws 
but what TP pleaso?” And is there any inhabitant in Ame- 
rice go ignorant ms not (o know that, aecording to what is 
oalled the present Constitution, that this Continent can malo 
no laws but what tho King gives leavo to? And is there 
any man so unwise as pot to sea that (considering what 
has happaned) ho will suffer no laws to be made here, but 
such as suit his purposo. Wo may be as effectually en- 
slaved by the want of laws in America, as by submitting to 
laws made for usin Zngland, After niatiers are made up, 
(as it is cnlled,) can thero be any doubt but the whalo 
power of tha Crown will be oxerted to keep this Conti- 
nent as low and humble as possible? Tnstoad of going for- 
ward, wo shall go backward, or bo porpetually quarreling, 
or ridiculously petitioning. Wo are already greater than 
the King quhe us to ba; and will he not, hereafter, en- 
doavour to make us less? To bring the matter to ono 
point: Is tho Power who is jealous of our prosperity, a 
proper Power to govern us? Whoever says No to this 
question is gn Independent; for independency means po 
more than whether wo shall make our own laws, or whe- 
ther the King, the greatest enemy this Continent hath, or 
can have, shall tell us, “There shall be no laws but such as 
Tlike.” * 

But the King, you will say, hath a negative in England ; 
the peaple there can make no laws without his consent. 
In pojnt of right and,good order, there is something very 
ridienlons that a youth of twenty-one (which hath often 
happened) shall say to six millions of people, older and 
wiser than himself, * 1 forbid this, or that act of yours, to 
be law.” But, in this place, I decling this sort of reply, 
though I will neyer cease to expose the absurdity of it, 
and only answer, that England being the King’s residence, 
and America not so, makes quite another case. The 
King’s negative hero is ten times more dangerous and fatal 
than it can be in Bagland ; for there he will scarcely re- 
fuse his consent to a.bill for putting England into as strong 
a state of defence as possible; and here he would never 
swffer such a bill to be passed. : 
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British politicks. England consults the good of this coun- 
try no further than it answers her own purpose; where- 
fore, her own interest leads her to suppress the growth of 
ours, in every case which doth not promote her advantage, 
or in the lenst interferes with it. A pretty stato wo should 
be in, under such a second-hand Governinent, considering 
what has happened! Men do not change from onemies 
to friends by the alteration of a name; and in order to 
show that reconciliation now is. a dangerous doctiine, I affirm 
that it would be policy in the King, at this time, to repeal 
the acts, for the sake of reinstating himself in the govern- 
ment of the Provinces, in order that he may accoaiplish 
by craft and subtilty, in the long ran, what he cannot do 
by force and violence, in the short one. Reconciliation 
and rain are nearly related. 

Secondly, That as even the best terms which we gan 
expect to obtain can amount to no more than a temporar’ 
expedient, or a kind of Government by guardianship, which 
can Jast no longer than til] the Colonies come of ge, So 
the general face and state of things, in the interim, will be 
unsettled and unpromising, Emixiants of property will not 
choose to come to a country whose form of Government 
hangs but by a thread, and who is every day tottering on 
the brink of commotion and disturbance; and numbers of 
the present inhabitants would Jay bald of the interval ta 
dispose of their elects, and quit the Continent. 

Bat the most powerful of all arguments is, that nothing 
but indapendence, i. e, a Continental form of Government, 
can keep the peace of the Continont, and preserve it invio- 
late from civil wars. I dread the event of a reconciliation 
with Britain now, as it is more than probable that it will 
be followed by a revolt, somewhere or other, the conse- 
quences of which may bo far more fatal than all the malice 
of Britain. 

Thousands aro alvoady ruined by British barbavity ; 
(thousands more will probubly sufter the same fate.) Those 
men havo other feolings than us, who have nothing suflered, 
All they now possess is liberty, What they before enjoyed 
is sacrificed to its service, and having nothing mare te losa, 
they disdain submission, Besides, the general temper of 
tho Colonies towards a British Government will be like 
that of a youth who is nearly out of his time: they will 
caro very little about her; and a Government which can- 
hot preserve the peace is no Government at all; and, in 
that case, wo pay our money for nothing, And pray what 
is it that Britain can do, whoso power will be wholly on 
paper, should a civil tumult break out tho very day afer 
reconciliation? I have hoard some men say, many of 
whom I believe spoke without thinking, that they dreaded 
an independence, fearing that it would produce civil wars. 
It is but seldom that our first thoughts are traly correct, . 
and that is the case here; for there are ten times more to 
dread from a paiched-1p connection than fiom indopen+ 
dence. J make the sufferor’s case my own, and I protest, 
that were I driven from bouse and home, my property de- 
stroyed, and my circumstavees ruined, that, as @ man sen- 
sible of injuries, 1 could never relish the doctrine of recon- 
ciliation, or consider myself bound thereby. 

‘The Colonies hath manifested such a spirit of good order, 
and obedienco to Continental Government, as is sufficient 
to make every reasonable person oasy and happy on that 
head, No man can assign the least pretence for his fears, on 
any other grounds than such as are traly childish and xidi- 
ailes viz: that one Colony will be striving for superiority 
over another. , - 4! 

Where there are no distinctions, there can be 16 supe» 
riority ; perfect equality affords no temptation. The Re- 
publicks of Europe are all (and we may say always) in: 
pence. Holland and Switserland ave without wars, To- 
reign or domostick, Monarcbical Governments, it is true, 
are never long at rest, The Crown itself js a ag en 
to enterprising ruflinans at home; and that degree of pride 
and insolence, ever attondant on regal authority, swells ip) 

a rupture with foreign Powars in instances whord a Regu iH 
lican Government, by being formed on more natugl.pring « 
cifles, would negotiate the mistake, 205 BR ‘ 

If there is any true causo for fear respeoting indepene . 
denee, it is because no plan is yet laid down. Mondo 

not seo their way out—wherefore, «a8 an, opening into that, : 
business I offer the following -hinis;: at the same time 


America is only a secondary object in the system of morlestly aflirming, that L-hayo.no- other opinion of theny 
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myself, than that they may be the means of giving rise to 
something better, Could tho straggling thoughts of indi- 
viduals be collected, they would frequently form materials 
for wise and ablo mon (o improve into uselil matter. 

Let the Assemblios ba annual, with a President only. 
The representation more equal, ‘Their business wholly 
domesticl, and subject to the authority of a Continental 
Congress, 

Let each Colony be divided into six, cight, or ten con- 
venient districts, cach district to send a proper number of 
Delegates to Congress, so that ench Colony send at least 
thirty. “Lhe whole number in Congross will be at least 
three hundred and ninety. Bach Congress to sit... 
and to choose a President by the following method: When 
the Delegates are met, let a Colony be taken from the 
whole thirteen Colonies by lot, after which let the whole 
Congress choose (by ballot) a President from out of the 
Delegates of that Piovinee. In the next Congress let a 
Colony be taken hy lot fiom twelve only, omitting that 
Colony from which the President was taken in tho former 
Congiess, and so procesding on till the whole thirteen shall 
have had their proper rotation, And in order that nothing 
inay pass into a law but what is satisfactorily just, not less 
than threo-fifths of the Congiess to be enlled a majority. 
He that will promote discord under a Government so 
equally formed ag this, would have joined Fued/er in his 
revolt, 

But as thera is a peculiar delicacy from whom, or in 
what manuar, this business mast first arise, and as it seems 
most dgvecahle and consistant, that it should como fiom 
some intermediate bady between the governed and the po- 
vbrnoms, that is, between the Congress and the People, 
Tet a Continental Conference be held in the following mun- 
nor, and for the following purpose : 

A Committca of twenty-six members of Congress, viz: 
two for each Colony. ‘I'wo members from each Eouse of 
Assembly, or Provinein] Convention, and fiva Represon- 
tatives of tho people at large, to bo chosen in the capital 
elty ov town of each Province, for, und in behalf of the 
whole Province, by us many qualified votors as shall think 
Proper to attend from all paits of the Provines for that 
urpose; or if more convenient, tho Representatives may 
be Ghosen In two or three of ha most populous parts there- 
of, Jn this Conference, thus assembled, will be united the 
two grand principles of business—knowledge and power. 
The members ol Congress, Assemblies, or Conventions, 
by having had experience in national concerns, will be uble 
and useful counsellors, and the whole, by being empower- 
ed by the people, will hava a truly legal authority. 

Tho conferring mombers boing met, let their business 
be to frame a Continental Chartor, or Charter of the Unt- 
ted Colonies, ene to what is called tha Magna 
Shavta of Hngland,) fixing the number and manner of 
ahoosiny Members of Cougress, Members of Assembly, 
with their dato of sitting, and drawing tho line of business 
and Jurisdiction botween them: (always remombering, that 
our strength and happiness is Continental, not Provinvial.) 
Securing freedom and property to all men, and abovo all 
things, the free exercise of religion, according to the dic 
tatos of conscienca; with such other matters us is neces- 
aty for n Charter to contain, Immediately after which, 
tho snid Conference to dissolve, and the bodies which shall 
be chosen conformable to the suid Charter, to be the legis- 
latorsand governonts of this Continent, for the time being: 

- Whose peace and happiness may God preserve. Amen, 

Should any body Of men be hereafter delegated for this, 
or some similar purpose, I offer them the following ex~ 
tragt from that wise observer on Governments, Drago- 
‘wéitly §'Tho scionce,” says ho, “ of the politician consists 
fit Asthtig the true point of happiness and Hoaslatis ‘Thoso 
tiied“Wéiild desorve the gratitude of ages, who should dis- 
cover aémtide ‘of government that contained tho preatest 
sum of individual bappinoss, with the least national ex- 
pense.” Dragdnetti on Virtue and Rewards. 

But whare, says sting, is the King of America? 1'll tell 
you friofid, he reigns above} awd doth not make havock Of 
mankind like the Royal Brats of Great Britain, Yet that 
twa irtdy not eet to be defective aven in onrthly honours, 

‘att day be solemnly set apart for roolaiming the Char- 
s7apreet it be brouglit forth placed dh tlie Divine law, the 
Aone ot @oil; let'a orown be placed thersot, by which 
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tho world may know, thot go far as wo apne of monars 
chy, that in America the Law is King. Mor as in absolato 
Governments the King is Law, so in free countries the Law 
outht to be King; avd there aught to be no other, But 
Jost any il! uso should: alterwards arise, let the crown, at 
the conclusion of the ceremony, be demolished and seutter= 
ed among the people, whose right it is, ‘ 

A Government of our own is our natornl right: and 
when aainan seriously refleets on the precariousness al Lue 
man affairs, he will become convinced, that it ia infinitely 
wiser and safer, to forms a Constitution of our own, ina cool 
delibernto manner, while we have icin our power, thun to 
trust such an interesting event to time and chance. Uf we 
omit it now, some Aasseredlo™ may hereafier arise, who, 
laying hold of popular disquiotudes, niay collect togethor 
the desperate and the diseontented, and, by assoming to 
themselves the powers of Government, may sweap away 
tha liberties of the Continent hke a deluge, Should the 
Government of Amerfea return again into the hands of 
Britain, the toutering situation of thipgs will be a templa- 
tion for some desperate adventurer to try his fortuna; and 
in such w ense, what relief ean Brituin give? Ere sho 
could bear the news, the fatal business might be dono; and 
ourselves suffering, like tho wretched Britons, under the 
oppression of the Conqueror, Ye that oppose independence 
bow, yo know not what yo do: ye are opening a door to 
elernal tyranny, by keeping vacont tho seat of Govern~ 
ment. ‘here are thousands, and tens of thousands, who 
would think it glorious to expel from the Continent that 
barbarous and hellish power, which hive stirred up tho Jte 
dians and the Negroes to destioy us the cnuelty hath a 
doublo guilt, it is douting bratally by us, and trencherously 
by them, 

‘Vo talle of friendship with thoso in whom our reason 
forbids us to have fhith, and our aflections wounded thiough 
0 thousand pares, instruct us to detest, is madness and fol- 
ly, Every day woars out the tite remains of kindred be- 
tween us and them, and ean there be any reason to hope, 
that as the ralutionship expires, the affvetion will increase, 
or that wo shall agree better, when we baye ten times 
moro and greater concerns to quarrel over than ever? 

Ye that toll us of harmony and reconciliation, gan ya 
restore (o us {io time that is past? Cun yo give to prosti- 
tution its former innocence? Neither ean yo reconcile Bri- 
tain and America, The lastcord now is broken, tho peor 
plo of Lngland ure presenting addresses against us. ‘There 
are injuries which nature cannot fergive ; she would conse 
to be nature if she did. As well can tho lover forgive the 
rivisber of his mistress, ay (he Continont forgive the murs 
dors of Britain, ‘Pho Altuighty hath implanted in ag 
these unextinguishable feclings for good and wise purposes. 


‘They avo tho geardinus of Eis inmge in our hearts, Choy 
distinguish us fiom the herd of common animuls. ‘Tho 


social compact would dissolve, ond justico be extirputed 
tho oarth, or havo only a cascal oxistenee, were we callous 
to the touches of aflvction. The robber and the murderer 
would ofien eseapa unpunished, did not tho injuries which 
our (ompers sustain, provoke us into justice. 

O ye that love mankind | Yo that dare oppose not only 
the tyranny, but the tyrant, stand forth! very spot of 
tho old world is overron with oppression, lroedom hath 
been hanted round the globe. Asta and Africa havo long 
expelled her, Aurope regards her liko a stranger, and 
Eagland bath given her warning to depart. OF ropeive 
the fugitive, and prepare in time an asylum for Mankind: 


IV. Of the present ability of Amentoa, with some mis 
cellancous refloctions. 


Lhavo never met with a man, in England or America, 
who hath not confessed his opinion, that a separation box 
tween the countrios would {ake place one time or other: 
and there is no instance, in which we huve shown less judge 
mont than in endeavouring to duseribo what wo call the 
ripeness or finess of the Continont for independence. 

As all mon allow tho measure, and vary only in opinion 
of the time, let us, in ordar to remove mistalfes, take a 
general survey of things, und endeavouf, if possible, to find 


¢ ‘ 
* Thomas Anelio, othorwies Mussanetla, a fishorman of Naples, who, 
afler spiriting up hia countrymen in tho publiok market place, agaiggt 
the opprossion of tho Spaniards, to whom tho place was then at ech 
prompted Qiom to revolt, and in tho space of a day beowmna Kingt > 


ed “ “ne & 
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out the very time. But 1 need not go far; the inquiry nature hath given the one, she has withheld the other; to 
evases at once, for the time hath found us. ‘The general America only hath she been liberal of both. Tho vast 
conewrrencn, the glorious union of all'things, prove the fact. empire of Russia is almost shut out from tho sea; where- 

Tis not ia numbers, but in unity, that our great strength — fore, her boundless forests, her tar, iron, and cordage, qe 
lies; yet our present numbers ave sufliciont to repel the only articles of commerce. 
force of all the world, Tho Continent hoth, at this time, ‘In point of safety ought wa to be without a fleat? We 
the largest disciplined army of any Power under Heaven; are not the little people now which we were sixty years 
and is just ariived at that pitch of strength in which no sins ago. At that time we might have trusted our property jn he 
glo Colony is able to support itsel; and the whole, when streets, or fields rather, and slopt seaurely without locks or 
united, is able to do anything. Our land force is more bolts to our doors and windows. ‘The case now is altered, 
than suflicient; and as to navy affairs, we cannot be inson- and our methods of defence ought to improve with our in- 
sible that Briain would never sufler an American man-of- crease of property. A common pirate, twelve months aga, 
war to be built, while the Continent remained in ber hands, might have como up the Delaware, and nid the city of 
Wherefore, we should be no forwarder an hundred years PAétladelphia under instant contribution for what sum he 
hence in that branch than we are now; but the trath is, we pleased; and the same might have happened to other ” 
should be less so, because the timber of the country is places. Nay, any daring fellow, in a brig of fourteen or 
every day diminishing. sixteen guns, might have robbed the whole Continent, and 

Were the Continent crowded with inhabitants, her suf carried off half a million of money, These are circumstan- 
ferings under the present clicumstances would be intalera- ces which demand our attention, and point out the neccssily 
ble. The more seg-port towas we had, the more should of naval protection, 
we have both to defend and to lose. Our present numbers Some, peibaps, will say, that after we have made it up 
ae 80 happily proportioned to our wants, that no man need with Britain, that she will protect us. Can we bo so un- 
be jdle. ‘The diminution of wade aftords an army, and wise as to mean that she shall keep a navy in our har- 
tha necessities of an army creates a new trade, bours for that purpose? Common sonse will tell us, that 

Debts, wo have none; and whatever wo may contract the Power which hath endeavoured to subdue us, is, of all 
on this account, will servo as a gloious memento of our others, tho most improper to defend us, Conquest may be 
virtue. Can we but leave posterity with a settled form of effected under the pretence of friendship, and ourgel ves, 
Government, an independent Constitution of its own, tha after a long and brave resistance, be at last cheated into 
privelinse, at any price, will be cheap. But to expend slavery. And if her ships aro uot to be admitted into ow 
millfons for the sake of getting a few vile nets repealed, and harbours, I would ask, how is she to protect us? A navy, 
routing the present Ministry only, is unworthy tho charge, threo or four thousand miles off, can be of little use, and on 
and is using posterity with tho ulmost cruelty; because it sudden emergencies, nono at all. Wherefore, if we must 
is leaving thom the great work to do, and a debt upon hereafter protect ourselves, why not do it for ourselves? 
their backs from which they derive no advantage. Such a Why do it for another? 
thought is unworthy a man of honour, and is the true char- — ‘Tha Zngfish list of ships-of-war js long and formidable, 
aoteristick of a narrow heart and a peddling politician, but not a tenth part of them aro, at any one time, fit for 

Thadebt we may contact doth not deserve our regard service ; numbers of them not jn i yet their names aro 
if the work be but accomplished. No nation ought to bo pompously continued in tho list, if only a plank is Jeft of the 
without a debt. A national debt is a national bond; and ship; and not a fifth part of such as are fit for service, can 
when it bears no interest, is in no caso a grievance, J#ri- be spared on any one station at one time, ‘The Hast nnd 
tain is oppressed with a debt of upwards of ono hundred Mest-Lndies, Mediterranean, Africa, and ather parts over 
and forty millions sterling, for which she pays upwards of which Britain extends her claim, make larga demands upon 
four milan interest; and as a compensatign for her debt, her navy. Irom a mixture of projudice aud jnattention, 
shoshas a largomavy; America is without a debt, and with- we have contracted a false notion vespeeting the navy of 
out navy; but for the gventieth part of tho Znglish Ieugland, and have talked as if we should have the whole 
national debt, could have a navy as large again, ‘Lhe of it to encounter at onc, and for that reason, supposed, 
novy of Jingland is nosworth at this time more than three that we must have one as large; which not boing instantly 
millions and an half sterling. practicable, have bean made use of by a set of disguised 

No country on tho globe is so happily situated, or so ‘Tories to discourage our boginning thereon, Nothing can 
internally capable of raising a fleet as America, Tur, tim be further from wath than this, for if America had only a 
ber, iran, and cordage, are her natural produce, We need twentieth purt of the naval force of Britain, sha would be 
goabrond fornothing, Whereas the Ducch, who make largo by far an overmiitch for hor ; bocauso, as we neither haye, 
profits by hiting out their ships of war to the Spaniards nor claim any foreign dominion, our whole force would 
and Portuguese, aro obliged to import most of tho mate- be employed on our own coust, whero we should, in the 
vials they use, We ought to view the building a fleot as long run, have two to ono the advantage of those who had 
an article of commerce, it boing the natural manufactory of three or four thousand miles to sail over, bafore they could 
this country; ’tis the best monay we can Iay out. A Navy attack us, and the same distance to return in order to refit 
when finished is worth more than it cost; and is that nico and recruit. And, although Britain by her fleet hath a 
point in national policy, in which commerce and protection check over our wade to Lurope, we havo ns Intge a one 
are united, Let us build; if wo want them not, we can over hor trade to the West-Jndies, which, by laying in the 
sell; and by that means replace our paper currency with neighbourhood of the Continent lies entirely at its mer- 
ready gold and silver. .” cy. 

In point of manning a fleet, people in general ran into Some method might be fallen,on to keep up a naval foree 
great errors: it is not necessary that one-fourth part should in time of peace, if wo should not judge jt necessary, to 
be sailors, The Terrible, privateer, Captain Death, stood support a constant navy. If premiums were (o he giyen to 
the hottest engagement of any ship last war, yet had not, merchants to build and employ in their service ships mgunt- 
twenty sailors on board, though her complement of men was ed with twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty guns, premiums 
upwards of two huygred. A few able and social sailors will to be in proportion to tho loss of bulk to the merchant,) 
soon instruct a suflicient number of active landsinen in the fifty or sixty of those ships, with a fow guard-ships omcon- 
common work of a ship, Whorefore, wo never can be stant duty, would keep up a sufficient navy, and that with- 
more capable {6 begin on maritine matters than now, , out burdoning ourselves with the evil so loudly compliined 
while our tinbor is standing, our fisheries blocked up, and of in England, of sufleriny their fleots in time of peace (a,lie 
gur sailors and shipwrights ont of employ. Men-of-war, of rotting in the dooks, ‘To wito the sinews of commeyga 
seventygind eighty guns, wero built forty years ago in. New- and defence is sound policy; for when our strongthyypg our 
England, aad why not tha same now? Ship-building is riches play into each gther’s hand, we nead fgar,po.axtprnal 
America’s greatest pride, and in which she will, in time, “enemy. In almost every article of dofange s¥e ;abound, 
excel the whole world. The great empires of the Enst Lemp flourishes even to 1nnkness, so that we. need, nop vant 
aro inostly inland, and, Ce re excluded from the cordage. Our iron is superior to that of ghar cguntriag.. 
possibility of rivalling her, Africa is in a state of barba- Our small-arms equal to any in the world. Gannon we, can, 
atjsm ; and no Power in Europe hath either such an extent cast at pleasure; saltpotre aid, gunpowder-we are every 
of coast, or such an internal supply of materials, Where day producing, Our knowlédge is, hourly improving. Re-. 


* . 
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‘solution ig our inherent character, and courage hath never 
yet forsnken us, Wherefore, what is it that wo want? 
why 1g it that wo hesitate? Prom Britain we ean expect 
nothing but rain. If she is once admitted to the goveru- 
tment of America again, this Continent will not be worth 
living in. Jealousies will be always arising ; insurrections 
will be constantly happening; and who will go forth to 
quell then?) Who wit venture bis life to reduce his own 
countrymen toa foreign obadience ? ‘Che difference between 
Pennsylvania and Connecticut, respecting some unlocatad 
Tands, shows the insignificance of a British Government, 
‘and fully proves that nothing but Continental authority 
can regulate Continental matters, 

Another reason why tho present time is preferable to all 
others, is, that the fewer our numbers avo, the more and 
there is yet unoccupied, which, instead of being lavished 
by tho King on his worthless dependants, may ho hereafter 
‘applied, not only to the discharge of the present debt, but 
fo the constant support of Government. No nation under 
Heaven hath such an advantage as this, 

The infant state of the Colonies, as it iy called, so far 
from being against, is an argument in favow of indepen- 
dence. We avo sufliciently numerous, and were wo mora 
80, mnight be less united. “L’'is n matter worthy of observa- 
Hon, {hat the more a country is poopled, the smaller their 
armiosare, In militory numbers, the aveicnts fir exeeed- 
ed the modems; and tho renson is evident, for trade being 
tho consequonee of population, men beeome toa much 
absorbed thereby to attend to any thing else, Commerce 
diminishes the spirit both of patriotism and militry do- 
fonco. Aad history suficiently informs us, that (he bravest 
achievemonts woro always accomplished in tho nou-nge of 
a nation. With tho inerease of commereo Jngland hath 
lost its spirit, ‘Tho city of London, notwithstanding ita 
numbors, submits to continued insults with the patience of 
a coward. ‘Tie more men have to lose, the less willing are 
thay to ventura, ‘Che rich ava in general slaves to fear, 
nnd submit to courily power with the trombling duplicity of 
A spaniel. 

outh is tho seed time of good habits, as well in nations 
ag in individuals, It might be dificult, if not impossible to 
form the Continent into one Government half a century 
henec. ‘Tho vast variety of interests oceusioned hy an ine 
crenso of trade and population would erento confusion. 
Colony would be against Colony, Much being able, would 
/seorn ene other's ussistanee: and while the proud and fool- 
ish ploriot! in thoir little distinctions, the wise wonld lament 
that tho Union had not been formed before, Wherefaro, 
tho present time is the true tine for establishing it, ‘ho 
intinmey which is contracted in infiney, and the friendship 
which ts formed in misfortune, are, of all othars, the most 
lasting and unnlterabte, Our present union is marked with 
hoth those characters: we are young, and we haye been dis- 
tossed; but aur concord hath withstood our troubles, and 
fixos x momorable ora for posterity to glory in. 

Tho prosent timo likowiso, is that peculinr timo which 
novor happens to a nation but onco, viz: tho time of form 
ing itself into a Govarmment. Most nations have let slip 
the opportunity, and by that means have been compelled 
to receive laws from their conquerors, instead of making 
Hits «for themselves, First they had a King, and then a 
form of Government; wherens, the Articles or Charter of 
Governiient should be formed first, and men delegated to 
oxveute them afterward; but from the errors of other na- 
tions let us learn wisdom, and lay hold of the present op- 
portunity - to bogin Government at the right end. + 

When Hilliam the Conqueror subdued England, he 
gavg them law at the point of the sword ; and until we con- 
sept that tho sent of Government in America bo legally 

‘aiid atithoritntively occupied, wo shall bo in danger of hav- 
ing ibefllédby some fortunate rufian, who may treat us in: 
the samé manner, and then whore will ba our frocdom ? 
where our oan : 
,, 48 10 religion, I hold jt to bo tho indispensable duty of 
*Gavernment to protect all consciontions professors thoreol, 
sand I kifow of no other buginosa which Governmaut hath 
sto do therewith: lot a man throi aside that narrowness of 
Aoul, "that selfishnoss of principle, whigh the niggards of all 
- professions are so unwilling to’ part with, and he will be 
Adglivered of bis fears on that head. Suspicion is the com- 
isbfoFyigan souls, and the bane of all gootsasiety. For 
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inyself, [ fully and conscientiously believe, that it is tha 
will of the Almighty, that there should be diversity of reli- 
gious opinions among us. fr affords n largo feld for our 
Christian kindness; wera we all of ene way of thinking, our 
religious dispositions would want matter for probation 3 and 
on thig liberal principle, 1 look on the various donominns 
tions among us to be like children of the same family, dif 
foring only ‘in what is called their Christin onmes, 

Tn page 1555, F threw out a few thoughts on the propri« 
ely of a Continental Charter, (for fouly presume to offer 
hints, not plans,) and in this plaice {tale the liberty of re« 
mentioning the subject, by observing, that a Charter is to 
be understood as a bond of soluam obligation, whieh tho 
whole enters into, to support the right of every separate 
part, whether of religion, personal freedom, or property, 
A right reckoning mules long friends. 

Ju a former page [ likewise mentioned tho necessity of 
a durge and equal representation ; and there is no political 
matter which nore deserves our ntiontion, A small sums 
ber of Blectors, ora small number o& Representatives, are 
eqnully dangerous, But if the number of the Represanta« 
tives be not only small, bat unequal, the danger is incroas« 
ed. Asan instance of this, Emention the followings When 
the Assuciatory potition was before tho Tfouge of Assembly 
of Pennsyluania, twenty-eight mombers only werd present; 
all the Juels County wembers, being oight, voted against 
it, nnd bad sevon of the Chester mombers done the same, 
this whole Province had beow governed by uwo Countias 
only; and this danger it is always exposed ta, “Lhe uns 
werrantable streteh likewise, whieh chat House mado in 
thoir Inst sitting, to gain an andoe authority ever the Doles 
gated of that Provinee, aught to warn the people at luge 
how they trust power ont of their own hands. A set of 
instructions for the Delogutes were put together, which, in 
point af sense and business, would have dishonoared 
school-boy, and after being approved by a few, (a very fow 
without ora) were carried tito the House, and thera pass 
ed in behalf of the whole Colony: wherons, did the whole 
Colony know with what ilwill that Houso hath entered 
on some necessary publick measures, Uiny would not hesi+ 
tate a moment to think them unworthy of such a trast, 

Immediate necessity makes many things convenient, 
which if contiaued would grow into oppragsion,  Exxporli« 
ence and right, are diftarent things, Whdir the calansities 
of America required a consultation, there was no metho so 
ready, or at that ime so proper, as to appoint persons from 
tho several Houses of Assembly fur that porpose 5 nut tho 
wisdom with which they have proceeded hath preserved 
this Continent from ruin, But-as itis more than probable 
that we shall never be without a Congress, every well- 
wisher to good order must own that the mado for chaos. 
ing members of that hody doserves consideration. And I 
put it ns a question to those who make a study of mane 
kind, whothor reprasentution and glection is not too great 
a power for one aid the same body of men to possess ? 
When we aro planning for posterity, wo ought to remem 
ber that virtue is not hereditary. 

Tt is fran our enemies that wo offen gain excellent max- 
ims, and avo frequently surprisod into verson by their mis- 
takes, Mr. Cornwall (one of tho Lords of the ‘Lrensury) 
treated the petition of tho New-York Assembly with con- 
tempt, hecause that House, he said, consisted but of twen- 
ty-six members, which trifling numbor, he argued, could tot 
with decency be put for the whole. Wo thank him for 
his involuntary honesty,* ; 

To conclude, however strange it may appear to some, 
or however unwilling they may be to think so, matters not, 
but many strong and striking reasons may be given, to shew, 
that nothing can seltle ovr aNiivs so expeditiously as an 
open and determined Declaration for Independence. Some 
of which are: 

Jtirst, It is the custom of nations, when any two are at 
war, for some other Powers, not angaged in the quarral, to 
step in as mediators, and bring about the proliminavies of n 
peuce; bat while America calls horself the subject of Great 


Britain, no Power, however well disposed sho may be, can * 


offer her madiation., Whereforo, in out presont state, we 
may quarrel on for ever, « 


*Thosa who would fully undoratand of what front consequenad, 
Jorge and oqual roprosentetion 1a to a Stato, should rond Hurgi's Polls ' 
tlonl Disqnisitions, Raat 


ry 
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Secondly. It is unvonsonable to suppose that Zrance or 
Spata will givo us any kind of assistayee, if we mean only 
to make use of that assistance for the purpose of repair 
ing the breach, and strengthening the conncetion between 
Britain and America; because those Powers would be 
suflorers by the consequences. 

aLhirdly, While we profess ourselves the subjects of 
Britain, wo wust in the eye of foreign nations be considered 
as Rebels, ‘ho precedent is somewhut dangerous to their 
peace, for men to be in arms under the name of subjects; 
“we on the spot can solve the paradox; but to unite tesis- 
tance and subjection, requires an idea much too refined for 

.comnion understanding, 

Fourthly, Were a manifesto to be published, and des- 
patched to foreign Courts, setting forth the miseries we have 
endured, and the peaceable methods we have inefleetually 
used for redress, declaring, al the same time, that not being 
able any longer to livo happily or safely, under tho cruel 
disposition af the British Court, wo had been driven to the 
necessity of breakingsoff all connections with ber; at the 
same time assuring all such Courts of our peaceable dis- 
position towards thom, and of our desire of entering inlo 
trades with them, such a memorial would produce more 
good effects to this Continent than ifn ship were freighted 
with petitions to Britain. 





PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, 
Monday, January 29, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety: Present— 

John Nivon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, Janes 
Mense, George Clymer, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Sunuel 
Miles, Owen Biddle, George Gray, James Biddle, 

Upon application of Major Bayard for permission to om- 
play a Pilot and Pilot-boat to cruise off the Capes of De- 
Tieiee for a Ship, with Arms and Ammunition, bound to 
this ports 

By order of the Board, the Chairman wrote to Mr. Hen- 
ry Tisher, dirdoting him to furnish Mr, Nathaniel Ramsey 
with a Pilot and Boat, for the above-mentioned purpose. 

Licutenant Cameron, taken with Mr. Connolly, and con- 
fined, by order of Congress, ns 0 porson inimical to tho 
liberties of Amarica, was this day brougltt before this 
Board, and, boing examined, and found to have acted an 
itimical part in the prosent dispute botwoen Great Britain 
and thesa Colonies, was remanded to jnil, and there to re- 
main till tho further order of Congress and this Board, 

John Kon, of this city, blacksmith, having informed this 
Committee that Peder Cribs, his apprentice lad, is inlisted 
on the Continental servico, by Lieutenant Collicr, of Col- 
onel Magau’s Battalion, and it appearing that tho said 
John Low bas paid a consideration for the time of the snid 
apprentice, the Commanding Officer of said Battalion is 
hereby desired to discharge him from his inlistment, on 
being repaid all the charges ationding it, 

Resolved, That no business bo gona into before tho Mi- 
nutes of the preceding day’s being read. 

That the Minutes of this Board for tho day be constantly 
read before the Mombars separato. 

That no Member leave this Board without the permis- 
sion of the Board, 

Resolved, That this Board will, on Monday, the 5th day 
of February next, appoint Officers for a Company of Ma- 
trosses, to he immediately raised in this Province, for the 
service of Canada. And this Resolve to be published in 
the Newspapers, to the end applications may bo made by 
sudh-is choose to cuter into the snid service. 

Mr. Apty finding it inconvenient to victual the people 
confined by order of Congrass in jnil, Sacherutl Wood was 
directed to provide them with the usual allowance, for so- 
ven Shillings and six Pence per week, cach man, to com- 
menoe fo MMOHLOW 


* Tuesday, January 30, 1776. 
Tn Committee of Safety: Presont— 1 
John Nivon, Chairman, John Cadwallader, George Cly- 
mer, Robert White, Samucl Motris, Thomas Wharton, Jt, 
James Mcase, George Gray, Daniel Roberdeau, Smut 
Hoivall, Alenander Wilcocks, Joseph Reed, James Biddle, 
Owen Biddle. : ; 
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Under our present denomination of British subjects, wo 
eau neither be received! nor heard abroad; the custom of 
all Courts is agninst us, and will be so, until, by an Endd= 
pendence, wo take rank with other nations, 

‘These proceedings may at first appear strange and difli- 
cult, but, like all other steps which we have already passed 
over, will, in a little time, become faruiliar and agreeable; 
and until an Independence is declared, the Continent will 
feel itself like a man who continues putting off some un- 
pleasant business from day to day, yet knows it must be 
done, hates to set about it, wishes it over, and is continually 
haunted with the thoughts of its necessity * 


* Pumanunenis, April 28, 1776.—Tho writer of Common Sense,” 
and the “ Forester,” is the saute porsons his uname js Paine, a gontle. 
man, ubout Gye yonrs ago from Magdand, a man who, Goneral Lee 
siys, has geningin his eyes, Che willer of “Cassandra” is said Lo bo 

‘Mr, James Cannon, a tator in the Philadelphia College, “Cato,” is 
reported here to bo Doetor Smith, u inateh for Bratéle, ‘The Orntion 
[in memary of General Montgomery) was on insolent porformanca, A 
motion ivua mado [mm Congress] to thank the orator, and ak a copy, but 
opposed with groat spirit and yivacity, fom overy put of the room, and 
ut last withdiawn, lest it should bo rejoctad, us it certainly would have 
been, with great indignation, Tho orator thon printed it Tinnuolf, afler 
loaving out or ultersng some offonslyo passnges. ‘This ia ono of tho 
inany irregular and sxtrevarane charactors of the ago, I nover hourd 
ono singlo porson speak wall of any thing about him but his abilities, 
which avo generally allowed to bo good, ‘Tha uppointinent of him to 
make tho oration was u gical oversight and mistake, Joun Anama. 


Robert Towers reports his having received fram Major 
Cox, 4,465 eight-ounce balls, for swivels; 4 thirty-tiwox 
pound double-headed shat; 16 twonty-four pound double+ 
headed shot; 86 cighteen-pound double-headed shot, —* 


Upon application of John Tandlyn, for the payment of 
his Account for repairing a number of Fire-locks for Cap- 
tain Dorsey's Company, in the Battalion lato Colonel 
Bull’s, an Order was drawn on Messrs. Mease and Cald- 
well, for twenty-two Pounds sixteen Shillings, in bis fa« 
vou. 

Resolved, That Captain TVitte procure the Timber for 
making fifty large Cannon-carriages, ‘ 

Upon application of Captain (illiam TVillians, for the 
pay men of four J"ire-locks purchused by him for tho use of 
his Company, in tho Battalion late Colonel Bulls, on Order 
was drawn in his favour for sixteen Pounds ten Shillings, 
on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, Paymasters. 


By Order of the Board, the following Advertisements 


" were sent to Messrs, J/all & Sellers, and Messra, Brad» 


Jords, and thesother Printers of this city, requesting’ them 
to publish them in their next Papers: . 

As Rags and Lint avo essentially necessmy foy the 

uiblick service, this Committee most carnestly request the 

inhabjtants of this City to collect what old Linen they 
have, and cau spare; and, in tho course of next weok, por- 
sons, properly authorized under tho hand of the Secretary 
of the Conmnitteo, will call at their houses to receive. 

Such persons, also, as havo Saltpotre to dispose of, ure 
hereby notified that Robert Towers, Commissary, next 
door but one to the Presbyterian Meeting-Honso, in Mar- 
Ket stvect, will receive the sume, and pay them therefor, 


The Board adjourned to half-atter four o'clock, this day. 


Agreeable to adjournment, the following Members at- 
tended : 

John Nixon, Daniel Roberdean, George Gray, Joseph: 
Reed, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel Morris, Jun; Sa+ 
mucl Howell, Owen Biddle, John Cadwallader, Gearze 
Clymer, James Mease, Alexander Iilcocks, James Biddle, 
Robort White, ‘ ° 

By Lettor from Mr, Henry Tynkoop to this Commit- 
tee, dated Bucks County, the 24th instant, it appears that 
Tames Wallace, Andrew Kechlin, and Joseph Fenton, Jun 
were appointed by the Committee of Inspection and Obe 
servation of said County, to attend the Saltpeua Works.in 
this City, to be instructed in the manufacture of th fea ; 
mpdity; and to set up Works at their respective, jai es fa 
Buches County, for the instruction of the inhabitants, “Jantes’ 
Wallace being, also, by said Committee recommended ps 
the Officer for receiving and paying for the Saljpetre made - 
in Bueks County : cy hel OES 

Resolved, That on applioatiin of said John Wallace, he 
shall receive a suflicient’sim df Money and Gunpowder for 


' 
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tho purposes aforesaid, agreeable to the advertisement from 
this Board. 

Agrevable to direction of Congress, this Bourd went into 
tho examination of Doctor Connally, and find him to be a 
person inimical to the liborties and dangerous to the snfety 
of theso Colonies; therefore, was remanded to Jail till the 
further orders of Congress, or this Committee. 


Upon application of Mr. King, for the payment of his 
Bill, fora quantity of Grape Shot inado for, and delivered 
to this Board, this Committee came to the following Re- 
solve: ‘That he be paid four Pence per pound for snid Shot 5 
and that he be allowed fifty-five Pounds as a recompense 
for his having tindertaken this business, and the unexpect- 
eq disappointments he met with on carrying it into execu- 
tion. 


Wednesday, January 31, 1776, 

Tn Committee of Safety: Present— 

John Nivon, Chairman, John Cadwallader, Janes Mease, 
James Biddle, Sanuel Howell, Samuel Morris, Jan. Owen 
Biddle, Daniel Roberdeau, George Gray. 

Upon application of Captain Proctor, for a sum of Monoy 
for the Recruiting Servieo, by order of the Board an Order 
was drawn on Mr, John Maxwell Nesbitt, for fifty Pounds 
for said purpose. 

Upon application of Captain Josiah Harmar, for the 
payment of ten Fire-locks, purchased by him for the use of 
his Company, in the Battalion late Colonel 2ull’s, by order 
of tho Board an Order was drawn in his favour on Mess, 
Mease and Caldwell, for thirty-six Pounds nine Shillings. 


Tho Memorial of the Captains and Juicutenants of the 
Armed Boats, was this day read, and referred to Mriday 
next 


Whioreag, it is represented to this Board, by the Commit- 
tee of the County of Philadelphia, that Mhomas Austin is 
charged, by several witnesses, with having uttered many 
declirations inimical to the canse of Amerteen liberty, and 
tonding to oxcity groundless fears and apprehcusiona in the 
minds of the gootl people ol this Province : 

It is Resolved, “Phin tho said Lhomas Austin be required 
to attend this Committe, on Zesday, the 6th day at Eeb- 
tuary next, at eleven a’clack, in the morning, to answer 
the snid charges; and that for that purpose he be served 
with a copy of this Resolve. 


‘Tho following Notice was sont to Jostah Hart, Marshall 
Edwards, Jacob Laughlin, and Caspar Fetters, Witnesses 
in tho complaint against Zhomas Austin, viz: 

You are hereby required to attond the Committee of 
Safety, on Luesday, tho Oth day of February noxt, nt clovon 
Colock, in the morning, to declara such matters as you 
kvow touching « covtain charge exhibited to tho said Board 
against Lhomas Austin, 

Thursday, February 1, 1776, 

In Committeo of Safety: Present— . 

John Nixon, Chairman, Thomas Wharton, Sun Owen 
Biddle, Samuel Howell, Daniel Roberdeau, Samuel Mor- 
ris, Jun, James Mease, Jumes Biddle, Sunuel Miles, Jo- 
seph Reed, Robert Mite, John Cadwallader, Anthony 

aye, Alexander MVilcocks, George Clymer, 


Upon application of tho Committee of Accounts, b 
order of the Board un Order was drawn on Michael Hil- 


- degas, Bsq,, in favour of John Nivon, Thomas Wharton, 


Jun.j and James Mease, or either of their Orders, for the 
sum of ten thousand Pounds, 


@Liewtenant-Colonal Penrose having informed this Board, 


«that a First Licutonant is wanting in the Fifth Battalion of 


"Troops to be _ruised in this Province, in the Continental 
, BerViad, this Commitice, therefore, do appoint Richard 
Seward to be a First Lieutenant in said Battalion, 


Upon application of John ‘Lyler, for the payment of his 
Account for repairing a vumber of Firo-locks belongin 

‘to Captain Millets Company, in the Battalion Into Coldhe 
Bull’s, an Order was drawn on Messrs, Mease and Cald- 
avell, in his favour, for eleven Pounds five Shillings and 
nine Penge. 

ag Regilved, That Samuel Howell be jolned to Robert 
Morr, Thomas Wharton, Jun., and Robert White, the 


Committee for importing Pire-arms, Gunpowder, Saltpe- 
we, &e,, from foreign parts for thy aso of this Provins, to 
aid and assist thens in thut service, 

Mr. Gratz having a quantity of Blankets and othr 
Woollen Gouds, said to bo proper for covering and clothing 
the ‘Troops now miving for the Continental servioa, this 
Board gava him direetions to order tho said Goods inno 
diately to this Gily, and if thoy are found suitable for tho 
above purposes, this Board will allow him a generogs price 
for then. 

Massrs, David Rittenhouse, Daniel Joy, John Me Neal, 
and Sanuel Morris, wore by a Resolve of the 22d ultimo, 
appointed and required to make a survey of the Jersey- 
Shore, from Billingsport to Newton- Creek, and to detur= 
mine what parts it may be necossary to fortify, to mako an 
estimate of tho expense thereof, and report the sama to 
this Board, agrecable thereto, they muke tho following 
Report: 

To the Uonourable the Commitice af Safety for the Pro- 
vince of PENNSYLVANIA: 

Grverennn: According to your fequeet, we proceadad 
from hence into the Province of New-Jersey, to the lower 
part of Billiugsport, on the river Delaware, and survey od 
the shore from thence to the lowlind near Alantua- Creek, 
Wo determined the bearing and distance of the pier at the 
fort, fiom thonee, and likewise tho breadth of the channel 
opposite Billingsport, which was readily dona by nigans of 
tha grounded ice on each side of i. Irom Billingspart we 
wont to Red- Bank, and there, by moasuring two stations, 
and taking soveral boavings, we ascertained its distance fiom 
the upper pier aforesaid, Irom Red- Rank wa returned to 
Gloucester, whore wo took several bearings, whish served 
to coinplete tho draft whieh accompanies this, in which you 
will seo tho particular bearings and distances laid down with 
as much accuracy as tho time would admit. If we may 
presume to give our judgment with regard to forvilying any 
part of the Jersey-Shore, we are unanimous in our opinion, 
that iis not advisable, baeause any part of Billingsport, 
or Red- Bank, is ot too great a distance from the chevauxe 
do-rise, for either friends, or enomios, to annoy, with cer 
tainty, any boats, &e., that may be stationed nt thems and 
if'a fort weyo built at either of theso places, tho onemy 
would land above or below itwithout ang dilticulty, éunless 
a superior army could be gollected before, on the spot to 
oppose ihe) and oblige our people to spike their cannon, 
and quit the fort, or submit to be mado prisoners, and tho 
vary moans of ovr defence ba mada to operate agninat us, 
or at least bo dismantled. ‘I’o obvinte whieh, we humbly 
offor a different manner of defence and annoyance to your 
consideration, which is to havo ae number of guns, twelve 
aor dightoon pounders, mounted on strong Uavelling car. 
ringos, and previous to the anemy’s approach to raise brenat- 
works ut tho most convaniant places at Billingsport, Mar- 
cus Ldellin’s, und other places, from whanee thoso guns, this 
monntod, and well plied with star and oyoss-barred shot, 
will annoy the enemy much, aud, if thoy should Jad ond 
pross hard, our people can votreat'and mako # fash stand, 
ut suitable places, ir the onemy should land thair whalo 
forco in tho Jerseys, with an intent (as we may suppose) 
to bombard this city, in such case tho bridges, alter our 
cannon aro retreated over them, should ho destroyed, with 
houses, barns, fences, &., which would assist thom in 
crossing; and thus, if our cannon are well supported with 
musketry, every inch of ground may be disputed with grent 
inconvenicncy and loss to the enemy. 

Danins Joy, 
Davin Rerrennover, 
Jonn MoNran, 


: Friday, Fobruary 3, L774, 
In Committee of Safety: Prosont— : 
Alecander Wilcocks, Chairman, James Biddle, George 
Clymer, Samuel Miles, Qwen Biddle, Scanyel Howel f 
Daniel Roberdeau, John Cadwallader, George Gray, 


Upon application of Mr. James Chapmans one of the 
Commissaries of Buck's County, foi” a sum of Money to 
purchase a quantity of Qsnaburghs for Knapsaoka,-for the 
use of that County, by ordor of the Board ah Order was 
drawn in his favour, on Michael Hillegas, Eag,, for, Why 
Pounds for that purpose, ect om boy 
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Saturday, Fobraary 3, 1776, 

In Cammilieo of Safety: Present-— 

John Nixon, Chnirman, James Biddle, George Clymer, 
Sonuel Miles, Joseph Reed, Samuel Lowell, Owen Bid- 
dle, Daniel Roberdeau, James Mease, John Cadwallader, 
Robert (Vhite. : 

Wpon application of Mr, James HFadlace, a gentleman, 
appointed by the Committee of Bucks County, to receive 
and poy for the Saltpetre that may be made and delivered 
hin in that County, by order of the Board an Order was 
drawn on Mr, Jolin Nixon, and others, the Committee of 
Accounts, for fifteen Pounds, and an Order on Mx. Towers, 
Commissary, for one-quarter cask of Powder, for the above 
said purpose. 

Upon application of Mr. Andis, an Order was directed 
to Mr. Zowers, to deliver him six pounds of Powder, to 
repay that quantity borrowed by him to prove a cannea 
made by himself and Mr, Podés, at Warwiek-Lurnace. 

Robert Colebrook and James O’ Neil, two persons taken 
with Captain Campbe, and confined in Jail by order of 
the Congress, were this day discharged {tom their canfine- 
ment, 

Joln Brown, the servant of Doctor Connolly, was order- 
ed rout the Jail to the Work-Ilouse, there to bo kept in 
safo’custady till the further orders of this Board. 

In consequence of a Petition from John Lackett, late 
Stewart on beard the Dickinson, the Commodore was this 
day directed to discharge him from tho Fleet, 


Resolved, That the pay of tho Captains of the Armed 
Bonts be increased to (en Pounds per month, or twenty-six 
and two-thirds Dollars; tho pay of the First Lieutenants 
be seventeen Dollars per month; that the pay of the Se- 
cénd Licutenants be atripen Dollars per mouth, to com- 
monce the first instant, 

Resolved, That all Ships or Vessels-of- War, with their 
bonts, guhs, tackle, furniture, and goods on board, that 
shall be taken and made prize of in the river Delaware by 
any of the Vessels, or Armed Boats, fitted or fitting out for 
this Province, and be condemned as lawful prize, shall be 
two-third parts thereof for the use of the Captors, and the 
remaining one-third part thereof to be applied, by tho As- 
sembly or Committee of Safety of this ravines: for the 
maintenance and support of such Officers, Soldiers, and 
Seamen as shall bo maimed or*disabled jn the said service, 
nnd of tho Widows and Children of such as may be killed 
in the same, in such manner as the said Aauibly or Com- 
mittee shall think proper. 

Resalved, That all other Ships or Vessels, Goods, 
Wares, and Merchandise, that shall be taken by any of the 
Vessels, or Armed Bonts, fitted or fitting out by this Pro- 
vince, and condemned as lawfal prize, shall be distributed 
according to the Resolve of the Congress, 


Monday, Fobruory 5, 1776, 


In Committea of Safety: Present— 

Janes Mease, Chairman, Owen Biddle, George Cly- 

mer, Daniel Roberdeau, John Cadwallader, Aleaander 
Wilcocks, Samuel Howell, James Biddle, Samuel Morris, 
Thomas Wharton, Jun, George Gray. 
. Resolved, That the Officers and Soldiers of the Batte- 
ties belonging to this Province, shall be entitled to a pro~ 
portionablosshare of all Prizes that shall be taken within 
sight of the same, or afior having been engaged with such 
Battery. . 

Barnet Eichelbergg, appointed by this Board as a Licu- 
tenant in tho Sixth Battalion of Continental ‘Troops, ta be 
raised in this Province, having resigned his commission, 
and the Committae of Yorle County having recommended 
Mi (ae Huddy as 4 proper person to bo appointed in his 
stead ; : ‘ 
~ Resolveg, That tho said Mr, John Eddy be appointed 
First Lieutenant in said Battalion, in the place of Mr. Bar- 
net Eichelderger, 

By order of the Board an Order was deawn on John 
«Nixon, and others, the Committee of Accounts, for twen- 
ty-two Shillings and six Pence, in favour of William Chew, 
béing for horse-hire, and his trouble in delivering a Letter 
from this Board to Mr. Thomas Austin, and others. 
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Tho Petition from the Committee of Privates boing 
read, this Board 

Resolved, That tha matters therein prayed for are rea~ 
sonable and proper, and this Committee will pay a due re- 
gard to the same. ; 

Resolved, Vhat the appointment of the Officers of the 
Company of Matrosses, to be raised for the service of the 
United Colonics, be adjourned to the 7th instant. 


Tuealay, February 6, 1776, 

Jn Committee of Safety: Present— 

John Nixon, Chairman, Samuel Howell, James Biddle, 
George Clymer, Joseph Reed, Owen Biddle, Aleaancer 
Wileocks, John Cadwallader, George Gray, Daniel Ro- 
berdeau, James Mease. 

Resolved, That Mr. Mease, Mr. Clymer, and Mv, Tlow- 
ell be a Committee to treat with Messrs. Bayard and 
Hodge conceruing the importation of a number of Fire- 
locks from foreign parts, 

Upon application of Mr. Jokn Fileocks, an Order wag 
drawn on Michael Hillegas, Esq. in favour of himself, 
Sanuel Meredith, and Richard Peters, Jun., for one hun- 
dred and fifty Pounds, being towards the payment of Gun- 
Locks and Miles engaged for this Province. 

Mr, Lhomas Austin, agreeable to a Resolve of the 8 Lat 
ultimo, appeared before this Board and examined, in ane 
swer lo the Depositions of Josiah Mart, Marshall Edwards, 
Jacob Laughlin, and Casper Fetters, against him, as ‘a 
person inimical to the liberties of America, and, agreeable 
to his desire, the Board did not determine as to tho mat. 
tors alleged against him, he having promised to attend on 
Wednesday next, which time was given him in order to 
his bringing evidence, should he find any to appear in his 
favour; and Mr, dustin promises to give notice to the gen- 
tlemon who have already given evicence against him, 
should he bring any to confront then. 


Wodneaday, Fobruary 7, 1776, 

In Committee of Safety: Present— 

Owen Biddle, Chairman, Danicl Roberdeau, George 
Clymer, Samuel Lowell, George Gray, Thomas Whar- 
ton, Jun, Samuel Morris, Jun., James Biddle, Anthony 
Mayne. 

By order of the Board, an Order was drawn on Messrs, 
Mease und Caldwell, in favour of Milliam Rush, for thir- 
ty-two Pounds five Shillings and nino Peneo, being the 
amount of eleven Fire-locks, purchased by him for the 
use of Captain Jones’s Company, in tho Battalion lato 
Colonel Bull's, 

Doctor IIugh Todge having been examined by the 
Surgeons and Physicians appointed for that purpose, was 
recommenced by them ag a proper person to be appointed 
Surgeon to a Battalion, 

Thorefore, Resolved, That the suid Hugh Lodge be 
appointed Surgeon to the Third Battution of ‘Troops ta ba 
raised in this Province for the service of the United Cole- 
nies, , 
Resolved, That Mr. Lowers exatnine into the prices of 
the different articles (except the repairing of arms) charg- 
ed in Captain Moulder’s Account, and if they are found 
reasonable, this Board will pay for them. ; 

A Letter was wrote to the Committeo of Safety of the: 
Province of Maryland, offering (o instract such persons as 
are recommended by them, or wny of their Committees, tn 
the method of making Saltpetre, and ordered to be signgd 
by the Chairman. 

Thuruday, Mebraary 8, 1776, 

Th Comntittes of Safety: Prasent— 

John Nixon, Chairnwn, Sanuel Lowell, Lonry Wyn 
hoop, James Biddle, Daniel Roberdeau, Joseph -Reed, 
Gtorge Gray, Owen Biddle, Alexander Wileqoleh ' ee 

Upon application of Colonel Joseph Penrose, an Order 
was drawn on Messrs, Mease and Caldwell; for one thous 
sand Pounds, in his favour, being for the uso of Colonel 
Magaw’s Battalion, now raising for the service of the Ung- 
tod Colonies. ao : 
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Upan application of Me, Henry HWyntcoop, an order was 
drawn on Aodert Zevers, Commissary, for six pounds 
of Powder, for proving Musket-Barrala made in Bucks 
County. 

Agrecahle toa Resolvo of Congress, this Board wont 
jnto ihe choice of n proper person to be appointed Captain 
of tho Company of Mutrosses, to be risod in this Pro- 
vinee for the service of the United Cofonies ; when thoy 
made choice of Mr. Bernard Romans. 

Thorofore, Resolved, That tho snid Bernard Romans 

_be appointed Captain of the suid Company of Matrosses, 


Resolved, That Thomas Hanson ba appointed Quarter. 
mastor of the Second Battalion of ‘Lroaps to he mised in 
this Provinco, for the servico of the United Colonics, 

By order of the Board an Order was drawn on Mussrs. 
Meuse and Caldwell, in favour of Colonel Anthony Wayne, 
for one thousand Pounds, being for the use of his Battalion 
in tho service of the United Colonies. 


Resolved, That the Brigantine Letty, Captain Lott, or 
any other yessol employed by Captain Vanhorn, for the 
Committeo for importing Powder, Aring, &e., from foreign 
parts, bo insured by this Committee against all seizures on 
hecount of hor haying such articles on board for this Com. 
mitda; and in case she may bo so lost, this Board will 
pay for her, agreeable to her valuation, by three indifle- 
rent persons, to bo agread on by the owners of anid vesael 
and this Committee. 

Agreeable to a Resolve of the 25th ultimo, the gentlo- 
men thervin mentioned, and appointed to consider of propar 
places to vrect suitable Warks, for tho purpose af working 
Ap into Ganpowder the diferent matorints that may bo im 
ported or bo procured at home for that use, report that 
thoy have receivad several Proposals from different pursons 
who are willing fo erect Powder-Mills, and whieh Proposals 
they now leavo with the Bourd. 

Resolved, That Mv, Reed and My. Tileoeks bo 0 Com- 
mittee to wait on Congress, with the above-mentioned Pro- 
posals, with n Memorial fom this Board, setting forth the 
necessity and importance of such Mills being erected, and 
that ag atl tho Sultpetra now ready for uso is tho property 
of tho Congress, thot this Board tonder Congress their as 
sistance in promoting this business, 


That Mr. Reed and Mr. JPilcoeks apply to Congress, 
and yequire they would repay this Board the Fite-anng 
und Powder supplied them at different tines, 

Mr, Reed and Mr. Hilcouks voport that they delivered 
the above-mentioned Momorini to Congress, which would 
bo immediately taken into consideration. 


1 


¥ridsy, Pobruary 9, 776, 

Tn Committe of Safty + Present— 

Samuel Howell, Chairman, George Gray, Anthony 
Wayna, Robert While, Qwen Biddle, Daniel Roberdean, 
Thonas Wharton, Jun., Samuel Morris, Jun., Joseph 
Reed, George Clymer, Janes Biddle, 

Resolved, That John Larper be appointed Quarter- 
ninster to tho Fourth Bauialion of ‘Troops to be raised jn 
this Province for the service of the United Colonies, 


a Resolved, That Richard Collier bo appointed Quarter« 
taster (0 the Fifth Battalion of Troops to be raised in this 
Province for the sorvice of the United Colonies. 


Resolved, That Gavatt Stedafort be appointed Quar- 
stermaster to the Third Battalion of Troops to be raised j 
this Province for the service of the United Colonies. 


. Mv. Buith, a gentleman recommended by the Commitice 
of Cunderdand County to be instracted in the manufac 
lure of Saltpetra, having produced the account of his ex- 

enseg, amounting to threo Pounds twelve Shillings and six 


Pence, by order of the Board the Committee of Accounts 
was desired lo pay tho same, 


Upon application of Joseph Collier for tho payment of 
fily Cartridge-Boxes, Bayonct-Belis, and Seabbards, de- 
livered fo the Commissioners und Assessors of Berks Coun- 
ty agreeable to their Certificate by order of the Board an 

rder was drawn on Michael Hillbgas, Esquire, for thirty 
Pounds, being the nmount of said Bill, 


Upon application of Jacob Baldwin for tho payment of 
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his Account, for repoiring Mire-locks belonging to Captain 
Le Mare’s and Captain Villers Companies, iy tha Bain 
Hion Jato Colonel Jta?'s, by order of the Board an Order was 
drawn on Messrs. Mease und Caldwell, for vight Pounds 
nine Shillings, being the amount of his Account 

Resolved, That Mev, Névon, Me. haaton, aud Mr, Pitta, 
be a Committee to saperintond the Armed Bouts, anid. to 
fornish them with what necessaries thoy want, and to give 
orders for any necessary repnits. ‘ 

Agiceablo to a Regalve of Congresa, this Board went 
into the choice of n proper porson to be appointed as Cap. 
tain-Licutenant of the Compiny of Muatroggea, to be raised 
for the sorvieo of tho United Colonies, whon Gibbs Jones 
was made choiee of 

Therefore, Resolved, ‘Lhut tho suid Gibbs Jones bo ap- 
pointed Captain-Licutonant of the said Company, for tho 
servieu of Gunada, 

Upon application of eladrew Caldwell, Msquira, Com 
modore to the Fleet, for a sum of money for the recruitiug 
sorvice, hy order of the Board an Order was diaws on Mr 
John M. Nesbitt, Payuaster to the Wleet, for ove hundyed 
and twenty Pounds, for that purpose, 


Resolved, That the Oficers that shall be ae ka a to 
rearuit in tho country, for tho servico of the Meat, shall be 
allowed uventy Shillings per week, gach, for their travel+ 
ling charges, and ton Shillings per man, for each may they 
shall indist, in tien of all recruiting expenses 5 and also, 
ten Shillings por week for thu subsistence of each of thuir 
reernits, while they contin jn the commb'y reerniing, and 
until they join the corps at tha Barracks, 

Resolved, Chat Captain Campbell shall have neoess ( 
Sorgeant Morrison, now eoutined in the Jail of this City, ut 
reasonable hours, to settle his private allirs, but what no 
other of the prisoners, coutined be intial practices, shall 
bo present, 

Upon application of Captain Richard Willing, for the 
payment of soventeen Firo-locka, purehasad by him for the 
use of Captain Jones’s Company, in tho Batialinn late Col- 
ono! Bull's, by ordor of the Bond an Ordor was drawn on 
Mostra, Mease and Caldwell, far sevanty-ona Pourds ft 
tobn Shillings, being the amount of suid Account, 

Rosolved ¢ Vhat Mr, dames Biddle tarnish John Miers, 
of Berks County, on avcount of this Cofimitioo, with one 
hundred Pounds, taking good security for tha same, which 
aun is ent him for tho purpose of ai rying on tho' manu. 
facture of Saltpetre, and to be paid in that commodity in 
twelve months, 


A Latter was wrote, and signed by the Chairman, to Ben 
Janie Ridenhouse, of Noltinghean, voquesting big attendance 
at this Board, in order to confer with him raspuoting Ue 
mode and terms on which ho would undertaka to carry 
ona manufactory of Gan-Lock making in nu oxtensive 
manner, 

Balurday, Fobraary 10, 1776, 

Tu Coumnittco of Safety: Presont—— ‘ 

George Clymer, Chairman, John Cadwallader, Daniel 
Roberdenu, Lomas Wharton, Jon, Joseph Reed, Sumuel 
Jlowell, Owen Biddle, Samuel Morris, Jun. 

Upon application of Mr. Adam Zantzinger, for the pay+ 
ment of filteen Fire-locks, purchased for the use of Cuptdin 
Jones's Company, in the ‘battalion late Colonel Bull’s, an 
Order was drawn on Messrs. Mease and Caletuéll, in favouy 
of Mr. Zanizinger, for fifty-two Pounds ten Shillings, being 
the amount of said Account, 


Upon application of Mr. John Mawwell Nesbitt, Pay 
master to the Fleet, &c., fora sum of money, by order of 
the Board an Order was drawn in his favour on dichael 
THillegas, Visquire, for fifteen hundred Pounds. 


Upon application of Mr, Patrick Price, permission waa 
granted him to have necoss to Doctor Connally, now coh- 
fined in Juil, in ordor to his settling an acount with him, in 
the presence of Mr. Charles Laudwig. re : 

By order of the Board an Ordes,was drawn on John 
Nivon, ond others, the Committeo of Accounts, in favour 
of Owen Biddle, for ono" bundred Pounds, being towarlls 


(>) y 
ite bayianis of Pikes, &c., ordered tb be made by. this 
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The following Proposals wore this dey delivered to the 
Committee appointed to inquire for proper places to erect 
suitable Works for manufacturing of Gunpowder, viz: 

That this Committes will oncourage six Powder-Mills, 
on the following terms; 

1, To lend to each person any sum not exccading one 
hundred and fifty Pounds, on giving good security to em- 
ploy it in erecting a Powder-Mill, and either repay it in 
money or work. 

2." That this Committce will supply said Mills, immedi- 
ately, with fifty tons of Saltpetre, in proportion to tho quan- 
tities of Powder they deliver per week. 

8. ‘That they will pay eight Dollars per hundred for Pow- 
der manufactured and delivered in this city, this Commit- 
tee only finding Saltpetre, and half the expense of tight 
casks, the Powder-makers all the other materials, and to 
be at all expense of carriage. 

4. When unrefined Saltpetre is delivered, ten Shillings 
per hundred weight be allowed for refining, and the return 
of Powder be proportioned thereto, Saltpetre to be manu- 
factured to the best advantage, and not less than one hun- 
dved and forty six pounds of good Powder being to be de- 
livered (or one hundred pounds Saltpetre. 

69 That one hundred Dollars be allowed as a premium 
for the first, fifty for the second, and thirty for the third Pow- 
dor-Mills, which shall deliver one ton, each, of Powder. 

6, That tho above Mills lave tho preference by this 
Committeo, of all Powder-Mills hereafter erected, in the 
supply of Saltpetre, and the materials for twelve months, 
they making the samo into Powder on equal terms with 
othor porsons. 

7. No Powdor-maker engaging in this contract, to sell 
any Powdor, directly or indirectly, and to bo under oath 
if required to this purpose. 

. ee 
Monday, February 12, 1776, 

In Committee of Safety: Present— 

James Mease, Chairman, Owen Biddle, Daniel Rober- 
dean, Robert White, Robert Morris, Joseph Reed, George 
Clymer, Alecander Wilcocks, Samuel lowell, Samuel Mor 
vis, Jun, John Cadwallader, John Dickinson, and John 
Niven, 

Resolved, That Matthew Whitlow, he appointed First 
Liowenant to the Company of Matrosses diiected by the 
Congress to be raised in this Provinee for tho service of 
Cunada, 

A Letter from the President of the Congress, requesting 
that the Battalions in this city, would furnish a number of 
men equal to one Buttalion, in order to bo detached to New- 
Yorks, was read, and taken into considerntion, 

Therefore, Resolved, ‘That this Committee request the 
Field-Officers of the sovoral Battalions in this city to meet 
ag goon ag they conveniently can, to ix on Officers to go on 
thal service, and to take the proper steps to carry the above 
sequast into execution, 

That the Rifle Battalion bo requested to furnish one com- 
pany, to bo added to the Battalion to bo detached. 


Resolved, That Mr. Dickinson bo directed to apply to 
the honourable Congross, to replace the whole number of 
Arms that this Board has supplied them with, 

Tuosday, Fobruary 13, 1776, 

In Committee of Safety: Present-— 

John Nivon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, George Cly- 
mer, Samuel Miles, Alecander Wilcocks, Samuel Morris, 
Jun,, Samuel Howell, Thomas Wharton, Jun., George 
Gray, John Montgomery. 


o 

Ypon application of John Willis, for the payment of his 
Account for repairing Five-locks for Capt. Larmar’s Com- 
pany, of the Battalion late Colonel Bull’s, an Order was 
drawn on Mossrs. Mease and Caldwell, for twenty-one 
Pounds seventeen Shillings and nine Pence, being tho 
amount of his Account, 

Upon application of Lewis Grant, for a quantity of 
Brags, for*making furniture for Fire-locks engaged by Cap- 
tain Wilcocks, and dthers, by order of the Board an Oider 
was drawn on Robert Towers Commissary, for twa hun- 
dred pounds of Brass, - 

& Resolved, ‘That Joseph Fou, Esquire, advance to Messrs, 
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Gauger, Dumwick, md Kinder, three men employed by 
him in making Fire-Arms for the use of this Province, 
fifty Pounds each, for which they are to deliver thirty-five 
stand of Arms without receiving any payment; and Mr, Joa 
is dosired to take their separate Obligations. 


Colonel Dickinson delivered at this Board the following 
Resolve of Congress: 
“In Congross, Fobruary 12, 1776. 
“Resolved, That fifty tons of Saltpetro be detiverad by 
the Secret Committee to the Committee of Safety of Penn- 
sylvania, who are requested to have the samo manufactured 
into Gunpowder, in tho cheapest and most expeditious 
huoner; and that this Congress will confirm any Contracts 
made for tho above purpose, 
“ Extract fom the Minutes: 
“ Cuantes Tuomson, Secretary.” 


Wednosday, Fobruary 14, 1776, 

Tn Committee of Safety: Prosent— 

George Clymer, Choirman, Robert White, Samuel Llow- 
ell, Daniel Roberdean, John Montgomery, George Taylor, 
Owen Biddle, Anthony Wayne, Samuel Miles, George 
Gray. 

Upon application of Captain Cowperthwait, for this 
Board to supply his Company with a suflicient number 
of Cartridges and Canteens, by ordar of the Board Mr, 
Lowers was directed to supply the above articles, taking a 
receipt for the same on the Continental sorvice, he to yo 
to New-York with tho Battalion undor the command of 
Colonel Dickinson, agrecable to a requisition of Congress, 

That Doctor Samuel Kennedy he appointed Surgeon to 
the Fouith Buttation of Pennsylvania ‘Troops, in the ser 
vico of the United Colonics. 

Resolved, Uhat MVilliam Moulder be appointod Seeond 
Lieutenant in the Fourth Battalion of Pennsylvania Troops, 
in the service of the Untted Colonies, in the room of 
Thomas Holland, who has resignod, having been appoint- 
ed in another County. 

Chon application of Joseph Yow, Esq,, one of the Com- 
missioners of this City, for a sum of Monoy for the pay- 
ment of Fire-locks, &c., by order of the Board an Order 
was drawn on Michael tillegas, Tronsurer, for Give hundred 
Pounds, in his favour, for the above purposo. 

Upon application of Zrancis Wade, for a aum of Mo- 
ney, an Order was drawn in his favour, on John Néivon, 
and others, the Committes of Accounts, for throe hundred 
Pounds, being towards tho payment of Provisions supplied 
tho Boats and Artillery Company. 

Thomas Austin having appeared before this Board, agrees 
able to promise, and having nothing further to offer in 
defence of the charges alleged against him, as a person 
inimical to the liborties of America, he signed the following 
Declaration, which is ordered by this Bonrd to be published 
in the public Papers of this City, viz: 

"Tn Committeo of Safety, Philudolphia, February 14, 1776, 

“As the Committee of Safety for this Provines have ad- 
judged my late conduct to be inimical to the cause of Ame- 
rican freedom, | am sincerely sorry that I have givon any 
displeasure to my countrymen, and do solemnly declare, 
that [ never intended by any thing that L have said or done 
to obstruct the measures carriod on for the maintaining the 
libertios of these Colonies. J do, further, in the like solermn 
manner declare, and promise, that 1 will pot, for the fu- 
ture, throw any reflection on the publick measures aforesaid, 
‘or the advisers or promoters of them, nor in any manner, 
whatever, endexvour to obstruct or discredit such measures. 
I do, also, resign my sent as a momber of the Commiyeo 
of Inspection and Observation of this County. 

“Tyromas Austin.” 

The following Resolve of Congress was this day doli- 
vered to this Committes: , 

Tn Congress, Fobrunry 19, 1176, 

"Resolved, That jt be recommended to the Com A tbe 

f Safety for Pennsylvania, in case the Barracks ngttr PAt- 
tadetphia cannot contain the ‘Troops raised in Pan mie 
that may want Quarters, to have the remairidér Placed In 
the Pest-House and old Jail of this citys ; - 

“ Extract fiom the Minutes: 


* Cuantms Tuouson, Secretary.” 
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Thursday, Fobruary 15, 1776. 


In Committee of Safety; Present— 

Thomas Wharton, Jun., Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, 
George Taylor, John Nixon, Robert White, Samuel Miles, 
Samuel lowell. 

Resolved, That Robert Towers, Commissary, deliver to 
‘Colonel Dickinson, or his order, for the use of the Battalion 
‘of Associatois going for New-York, what Provincial Arms 
and Acvoutiements he may have, and that the Colonel 
may want; and, also, such Ammunition as be may want 
belonging to the Continent, taking a receipt for the same. 


* Resolved, That Captain Robert White and John Nixon, 
be directed to apply to Simon Shintock, and in their name, 
to request him to finish the Ship, now buitding for this Pro- 
yinee, with the greatest expedition, and to employ an addi- 
tional number of men for that purpose. 


Adjourned to two o'clock, when the following Members 
were piesent: 

Thomas Wharton, Jun., George Gray, Robert White, 
Alexander Wilcocks, Daniel Roberdeau, Owen Biddle, 
George Clymer, Benjamin Bartholomew, Samuel Ifunter, 
Samuel Howell, Samuel Miles. 


This Board taking into their consideration the Report from 
the Committee of Observation and Inspection for the City 
aud Liberties of Philadelphia, respecting the conviction of 
John Drinker, Thomas Fisker, and Samuel Fisher, of the 
house of Joshua Fisher & Sons, for refusing the Continen- 
taf Bills of Credit, being fully convinced of the fatal con~ 
sequences which must ensue on a check given to the cir- 
culation of our Paper Currency; the refusal of which, is an 
offence which strikes against the existence of our present 
struggle for life and liberty, and, considering that the latter 
part of the Resolution of Congress which directs, that such 
persons who are convicted as above mentioned, shall be 
‘treated as enemies of their country, and precluded from 
all trace or intercourse with the inhabitants of these Colo- 
nies,” remains yet unexecuted upon these persons. 

And as the powers and authorities of the Committee of 
Observation and Inspection to execute the Resolves of 
Congress have expired with the time for which thoy were 
elected to serve as a Committee 5 after due vonsideration, 
the following Resolution was unanimously agreed to: 

That this Committee go to the houses and stores of John 
Drinker, Hatter, and Joshua Fisher & Sons; that they 
shall, respectively, cause all the Books and Papers of the 
said John Drinker, and such as belong to the said Thomas 
Fisher and Samuel Fisher, separately and jointly with 
Joshua Fisher, to be deposited in trunks, chests, or desks ; 
that the same shall then be locked and sealed, and suffered 
to remain in some of their Stores; and then they shall 
cause all the doors and windows of thelr Stores and Ware- 
houses, containing their Goods, Wares, and Merchandise, 
to be locked and keyed, and the same to be fastened upon 
the outside by a wooden bar being nailed across them. 

Friday, Fobruary 16,1776, 

In Committee of Safety: Present— 

John Nixon, Chairman, Robert White, Owen Biddle, 
George Clymer, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samnel Howell, 
Daniel Roberdeau, John Montgomery, Alecander Wil- 
cocks, : 

Upon application of Mr. Owen Biddle, one of the ma- 
nagers of the Provincial Saltpetre Works, for the payment of 
four hundred and six and three-quarter pounds Saltpotre, 
manufactured there, and received by Robert Towers, Com” 

Smissary, an Order was drawn on ‘ohn Nixon, and others, 
‘the Committee of Accounts, in favour of Mr. Biddle for 
one hynced and one Pounds thirteen Shillings and nine 
Perce, being the amount of the Saltpetre, at the rate of five 
Shillings per pound, 

Upon application of the Commissioners and Assessors of 
York County, for a sum of Money, towards the payment 
of Fire-locks making in that County, for the use of this 
Provines, by order of the Board an Order was drawn on 
Michaed Hillegas, Esq., Treasurer, in favour of Colonel 
Thomas Hartley, for three hundred Pounds, for the use 
aforesaid, ; 


» Resolved, That the Rey. Millian Linn be appointed 


fee 
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Chaplain to the Fifth and Sixth Battalions of Pennsylvania 
Troops, in the service of the United Colonies, 


Upon application 8f Samuel Lorne, for the payment of 
his Account, for Bayonets, Scabbards, &c., for the uso of 
tho Captains Jones, Le Marr, and Llarmar’s Companies, 
in the First Pennsylvania Battalion in tho service of the 
United Colonies, an Order was drawn on Messrs, Mease 
and Caldwell, for wenty-cight Pounds ten Shillings and 
six Pence, in his favour, being the amount of said Accpunt, 

Upon application of Colonel HPiliam Irwine, of the 
Sixth Battalion of Pennsylvanta Troops in the service of 
the Undted Colonies, fora sum of Money for the use of 
said Battalion, by order of the Board an Order was dawn 
in his favour, on Messrs, Alease and Caldwell, for three 
thousand Pounds, for the use aforesaid, 


Adjourned to five o’clack. 


Members present: John Nixon, Chairman, Samuel How. 
ell, Daniel Roberdeau, Thomas TVharton, Jun,, Samuel 
Miles, Alexander IVilcocks, George Glymer, Owen Biddle. 

In consequence of the Resolution of yesterday, Colonel 
Roberdean, Mr. Wilcocks, and My. Clymer, went to the 
house of Thomas and Samuel Fisher, aul demanded their 
Books of Accounts, in order to be locked up in one of their 
Stores, which they refused to deliver up, or declare where 
they were deposited, constiuing either to be an active part 
in them, which they could not in conscience take, but 
would peaceably submit (o the execution of any Resolutions 
that should bo taken respecting them. 

Resolved, That Hygh Montgomery, at present First 
Lioutenant to the Armed Bont Congress, bo appointed 
Captain to the Armed Boat Jfinghan. 

That Thomas Housfon, at present First Lieutenant to 
the Armed Boat Franklin, be appointed Captain to the 
Armed Boat Experience. 

That dsaae Rotche, at present Second Lieutenant to the 
Arined Boat Tlancock, be appointed First Lientenant to 
the Armed Boat Franklin, 

That John Christie, at present Second Lieutenant to 
the Armed Bont Dickinson, be appointed First Liettenant 
to the Armed Boat Chatham. 

That ..... Mitchell, at presont Second Lieutenant to 
the Armed Boat Chatham, be appointed First Lieutenant 
to the Armed Boat Ranger. ° ‘ 

That Francis Gilbert, at present Second Lieutenant to 
the Armed Boat Washington, be appointed Jirst Liguten- 
ant to the said Aimed Boat, « 

That Robert Hume, at present Second Lieutenant to the 
Armed Boat Ranger, be appointed First Lieutenant to tho 
said Armed Boat. 

That William Brown bo appointed Captain of Marines 
on board the Provincial Ship now building, 

Resolved, That under the authority given by Congress, 
this Board immediately proceed {o orect, on account of 
the Congress, a Powder-Mfill on a large stream, capable of 
manulacturing, as nearly as possible, four tons of Gunpow- 
der per week, 

That the Committee will contract with 2 number of per- 
sons, not exceeding four, to ereat Powder-Mills, engaying 
to spoly them with eight tons of Saltpetre each, the pro- 
fits of manufacturing which to be considered as a full com- 
pensation for the expense and risk of such undertaking ; 
but if the Committee should be able to comply with their 
part of the engagement, then that they will immediately 
indemnify, by money, the said persons, in like manner, as 
shall be adjudged by three indifferent persons, to be chosen 
by the parties to the contract, they haying particular regard 
to the expense of undertaking. « 

Resolved, That Mr, Clement Biddle be appointed to 
look out for, and without loss of time fix on a suitable situ- 
ation for the said Mill, to contract with the owners for the 
privilege of erecting it, and to superintend the building 5 
and also to contract with persons for erecting Mills on thelr 
accounts, on the terms before-mentionad. in 

Resolved, Thut the Captains of the Provingial Armed 
Boats be desired to meet together and inquive into the 
meri(s of such persons who have applied to be appointed 
Second Lieutenants in (he said Boats, and such others 4 
may be properly qualified for that station, that would he 
willing (0 engage in that service, and to report to this Boaftl 


“bs flag 


1578 PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE 


the names of thirteen of thom who may be the most de+ 
serving in the opinion of a majority of the said Captains. 
s bs pau 
1 
Tuoaday, Fobruary 20,1776. 

In Committee of Safety: Present— 

John Nivon, George Clymer, James Biddle, Samuel 
Howell, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel Morris, Jun., 
Daniel Roberdeau, Owen Biddle, Alewander Hilcocks. 

B} order of the Board an Order was directed to Doc- 
tor Boss to deliver to Doctor Rush what Medicines he may 
want, out of the quantity purchased of him by this Board. 


Upon application of Joseph Moulder, for the payment of 
his Bill for Cartridge-Boxes, Gunnery, Cartouches, &c., 
for the use of his Artillery Company, by order of the 
Board an Order was drawa on Michael Hillegas, Esq., 
Treasurer, for fifty Pounds five Shillings and nine Pence, 
being the amount of said Bill. 

Resolved, That Mr. Samuel Morris, Jun., wait on Mr. 
William Richards, Gaptain Falconer, and Captain Reed, 
and inform them they are (with any other person they 
may fix on) appointed a Committee to fix proper Signals 
in the River and Bay of Delaware, to give the most speedy 
intelligence of any enemy’s Ships that may arrive at or 
within the Capes of Delaware, That the said Committee 
appoint James Maul, with his boat, to such station as thoy 
may think will best answer the purpose of intelligence, 

Resolved, That Commodore Caldwedl immediately call 
together all the Officers of tho Provincial Aimed Boats, 
fully consult them, and mako such arangoment of Oficeis 
to the different Boats most agreeable to each other and to 
the sorvice in general, and make a report to this Board 
of said arrangement, as also of what Repniis, &0., are 
wanting to the respective Boats, 

Resolved, That Mr. Nixon, Mr, Owen Biddle, and Mr, 
Raberdgau, employ William Robinson and Benjamin Wor- 
rel, as Master-Workmen, to erect Barracks on Liberty 
Island, for five hundred men, agreeable to a plot to be 
delivered them, who are to employ a sufficient number of 
Carpenters under them, to effect the said work in as short 
a timo us possiblo. 

Mr, James Biddle reports, that agreeable to the Resolve 
of the 9th tnstuat, he has paid to Mr. John Mears, of Boris 
County, one hundred Pounds, to enable him to carry on 
the manufacture of Saltpetre, and now requests the pay~ 
ment of said sum. Agveeable to which request, by order 
of the Board an Order was drawn on Mr. John Nivon and 
others, the Committee of Accounts, in favour of Mr, Bid- 
dle, for the said sum of one hundred Pounds, 

Resoloed, That John Myers be appointed Armourer to 
i Armed Boats and Vossels, und to be employad at Fort- 
Tsland, 


Adjourned to six o’clock, ; 


Agreouble to adjournment, the following members were 
presont— 

John Nivon, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel Miles, 
Owen Biddle, Daniel Roberdeau, Samuel Hunter, George 
Gray, George Taylor, Benjamin Bartholomew, John 
Montgomery, Samuel Morris, Jun., Alewander MWelcocks, 
Samuel Howell, James Biddle, George Clymer. 

A Letter was this day wrote to the President of the 
honourable Continental Congress respecting the removal of 
the Prisoners from Lancaster, into different parts of the 
country, which was read, approved of, and signed by the 
‘President, 

Tn consequence ofan application from Colonel Morgan 
for the usé of the Pest-House, on Province-Island, for the 
quartering « part of his Battalion : 

Resolved, That Colonel Morgan have liberty to make 
use of the Pest-House, agreenblo to his application. 

" The Committee, taking into consideration what farther 
measures*are névessary for the defence of this Province, 
came to the following Resolution : 

* That applitationgbe made to the honourable the House 
of Representatives, praying that they will take order for the 
faising two thousand men to acf in the defence of this Pro- 
“ying: and this ‘Board will represent it as their opinion that 


ft willbe most for-the publick service that one Battalion of 
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Regular troops be formed out of that number, and the re- 
mainder be a body of Riflemen. : 
Wounosday, Fobruary 21, 1776, 
In Committee of Safety: Present— 
George Clymer, Daniel Roberdeau, Samuel Eowell, 
James Biddle. 


Thuraday, February 22, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety: Present— 

Alewander [Vilcocks, Chairman, James Biddle, Owen 
Biddle, George Clymer, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel 
Howell, Samuel Morris, Jun., Daniel Roberdeau, John 
Ninon. 

Upon application of John Retthmeyer, for the payment 
of one hundred and fifty Cartridge-Boxes, &e., made by 
him, John Diesler, and Peter Brecht, ns per their account, 
certified by Samuel Ligh and Michael Bright, Commis- 
sionois of Berks County, by order of the Board an Order 
was drawn on Michael Illegas, Esq., Treasurer, in fa- 
vour of said Reithmeyer, for ninety Pounds, being the 
amount of said Account. 

Resolved, That the Members of this Board meet avery 
day, precialy at ten o’clock in the moining, and five 
o'clock in the afternoon, Saturday afternoons and Sundays 
excepted, 


Upon application of John Tyler, for tho payment of his 
Account, for repairing ire-locks belonging to Capt, Jones's 
and Capt. Larmar’s Companies of the Pennsylvania Bat- 
taliov, an Order was drawn on Messrs, Alease and Cald- 
toell, for seven Pounds fifteen Shillings and threo Ponce, 
being the amount of said Account. 

Resolved, That Lewis Nichola apply to the Commis- 
sioners of this County for the Key of tho old Jail. 


Resolvad, That Captain Joseph Cowperthwait bo joined 
with Clement Biddle, to carry tho building of Powder~Mills 
into execution, and they to purchase or ront suitable seats 
for that purpose, and do overy other thing necosshiy for 
eflecting it expeditiously. 

The following Memorial was drawn up, approved of, and 
Colonel Roberdeau desired to deliver it to one of tha Mem- 
bers of the Louse of Assembly ; 


To the Honourable the Representatives of the Freemen o 
the Province of Paunsysvanta, in Genoral Assembly 
met, The Memorial of the Gommittee of Safery. 

The Comniittes havo, over since their appointment, dp- 
plied themselves with tho groatest zeal and fidelity to the 
important part confided in them, in providing means for the 
defence of this Province ; they were, however, such moons 
only us wero thought more immediately requisite for our 
security against the attempts made by a Naval Armament, 
and were, besides, necossarily confined within the limits of 
the funds allotted to them by your honourable Louse ; but 
thoy beg leave to represent, that as every day brings with it 
full proofs of the violenco of the Hritish Ministry, aud of 
their fixed purpose to subduo tho free spirit of America, 
that has yet given such obstruction to all their schemes of 
tyranny and despotism—ar purposo assisted, too, by an ob- 
sequious Parliament, which may not speak the genuine 
sense of the Nation, that it has unhappily the direction of 
its foree—it truly becomes us to propate seriously for the 
storm gathering over the Colonies, and which, in the uncer. 
tainty of its courso, may in a few weeks fall upon this Pro- 
wince. This being tho idea of the Committee, they have 
come to the following Resolution, claiming the most earnest 
attention of your honourable House thereto: 

* Resolved, That application be mado to the honourfhle- 
the Houso of Representatives, praying that they will take 
order for raising two thousand men, to act in tho defence 
of this Provinoo; and this Board will ropresent it as their 
opinion that it will be most for the publick service that.ane 
battalion of Regular troops be formed out of that vambsr, 
and the remainder be a body of Riflomen.” , gael ie. 
a The Committee beg Seave to solicit your, nah 0-10 
another object, also of extensive importengé; flied med 
Association, the gencral sentiments congontog, Which ey, 
have, in tho recess of the Assembly, bad an opportunity of” 
collecting ; and though’sucl; nymbers have already, and we- 
hope will still engage in jt, undei"its present form, as may 
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rove a considerable addition to our strength, yet as there 
are material objections made to it, and as they understand, 
are to be laid before your honourable House, by divers 
bodies of respectable men, they submit to you whether it 
will not be highly expedient and consistent with good poli- 
cy immediately to remove every cause of discontent on this 
head from the minds of the Associators, who, under an 
apprehension of partial and unequal burdens imposed on 
them, have, nevertheless, had the viriue not to refuse their 
services to their country, in confidence that your honour- 
able House will reconsider the several provisions and 
regulations complained of, and give them_ satisfaction 
therein, Axnpxanper Witcocxs, Chairman. 


Resolved, That this Committee lend Doctor Robert 
Harris the sum of one hundred and ten Pounds, which he 
is to give bond forto John Nixon, James Mease, and Tho- 
nas IVharton, Jun., payable in twelye months, which sum 
is to assist him in forwarding the building of a Powder- 
Mill, and the manufacturing of Gunpowder, 

In consequence of the above Resolve, by order of the 
Board an oider was drawn on Michael Lillegas, Esquire, 
in favour of said Haris, for one hundred and ten Pounds, 

‘ 


Friday, Fobruury 23, 1776, 

In Committee of Safety: Present— 

John Nixon, Chairman, Robert White, Samuel Howell, 
Daniel Roberdeau, Owen Biddle, George Clymer, James 
Biddle, 

Upon application of Captain Mite, for forty-five picces 
of Stileloth to make Sails for the Ship now building, by 
order of the Board Robert Towers was directed to deliver 
the following numbers, or as many of them as he has in his 

ossession, viz! 5 pieces No. 1, 5 pieces No. 2, 4 pieces 
Ly 3, 11 pieces No, 4 or 5, 6 pieces No, 6, 14 pieces 

lo, 7, 

Resolved, That the sum of fifty Pounds be lent to Henry 
Huber, and one hundred and fifty Pounds be lent to Tho- 
mas Heinburgher, to enable them to erect Powder-Mills, 
they having given bonds, with security, for the snne, to 
the Committee of Accounts; and that Orders be drawn 
for the spid several sums, in favour of the said Huber und 
Heinburgher, respectively. 

Agreeable to the above Resolve, the Orders therein 
mentioned were drawn, and delivered to Mr. Christopher 
Ludwick. 

Resolved, That My, Owen Biddle and Captain Robert 
White be a Committee to go to the Barracks, and muster 
the Men belonging to the Armed Boats in the service of 
this Province, and make seturn of the same to this Board, 


Upon application of Peter De Laven, for one hundred 
ounds of Brass, for the use of Mr. Parker, for mounting 
ire-locks made by Lewis Prahl, by order of the Board 

Robert Towers, Commissary, was directed to deliver tho 
said one hundred pounds of Brass, 

Resolved, That the following Notice be published in the 
different Papers of this city, viz: 

A Mustermaster is wanted to the Naval Armament 
belonging to this Province. Any Associator disposed to 
serve the publick in this office is desired to make proposals 
{6 this Board, on or before the 5th of March next. 


Saturday, February 24, 1776, 
In Committee of Safety: Present — 
Robert Morris, John Nixon, Daniel Roberdeau, Joseph. 
Reed, George Clymer, Samuel Howell, Owen Biddle, 
Alexander Wilcocks. 


Si (I . 
AR solved, That Captain Proctor make use of seven 
roth in the Pest-House, on Province-Island, for quarter- 
ing fon of the Artillery Company. 

hat thete~be six eighteen-pound Gun-catiages made 
for the use’ of the Battery at Fort-Jsland, and that Mr, 
Neil be employed in making one of the said Carriages, and 
furnish this Board with an account of the same. 

That Captain Precior have the use of as many Fire: 
loeks as he may have occasion for, and a six-pound Can- 
non, to exercise the men under his command, and that 
Robert Towers be directed to deliver the same. 

‘That Commodore Caldwell and Captain Proctor fix 
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upon proper Signals for the Fleet, Merchantmen, and 
Battery, and that the same be communicated to the Pilots 
employed in navigafing Vessels through the chevaux-de- 
frise. 

That Captain Proctor proce a Flag-stalf for the Fort, 
with a Flag of the United Colonies, 

That Rolert Lowers put up fifty rounds of Carnidge, 
with different kinds of Shot, for each of the six eighteen- 
pound Cannon on the Battery at Lore-Island. 4 

That Mr. Owen Biddle and Captain White order a 
Smith’s Shop and Forge to be erceted on Mort- Island, and 
to furnish the same with proper Smiths’ Tools, 

That the said Committee see that the necessaiias want- 
ing at Fort-Island, for the use of the Battery, and for 
Captain Proctor’s Company, not mentioned in the above 
Resolves, be supplied. 

Resolved, That Jeremiah Simmons, now a Licatenant 
on board one of the Armed Boats, be appointed Hirst Liou- 
tenant in Captain Proctor’s Company of Autillery. 

8 
Monday, Fobruary 26, 1776, 

Tn Committee of Safety: Present— 

John Nixon, Chairman, Samuel Towell, Barhard 
Dougherty, Thomas Wharton, Jun., George Clymer, Sa- 
muel Morris, Jun., Daniel Robordeau, Owen Biddle, 

Resolved, That My. Nivon and My, PVhite employ as 
many Ship-Carpenters as (hey may think proper, to work 
on board the Provincial Ship now building by Séman Sher- 
lock, in order that the building of her may be forwarded in 
the most expeditious manner, 

Resolved, That Mr. Owen Biddle write to Mr. Ben- 
Jamin Rittenhouse, and desive that he will remove to this 
city, as soon as possible, and that he send a man, express, 
with said Letter, informing hin this Board accept his pro- 
pes and that they allow him two hundied and fifty 

Pounds per annum for carrying on the Gun-Lock, Manu- 
factory on account of this Board. 


— 


Tuosday, Iobrunry 27, 1776. 
In Committee of Safety: Present— 
George Clymer, Chairman, James Biddle, Owen Bid- 
dle, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel Howell, Daniel,.Ro- 
berdeau, Samuel Morris, Jun. 


The following Resolve of Assembly wag sent to this’ 
Committee tho 17th instant, ordered this day to be inserted 
in the Minutes of this Board : 

“Upon motion respecting the utility and expediency of 
immediately crecting a Powder-Mill for the uso and on ac~ 
count of this Province, and requesting tho sentiments of the 
House on this measure, the said motion was taken into con- 
sideration, and, after some debate thereon, 

“Resolved, ‘That it is the opinion of this House that the 
erecting sucht Powder-Mill is a necessary and proper mea~ 
sure, and that the same ought to be immediately carried 
into execution under the direction of the Committee of. 
Safety, upon the best terms that can he had, as to the 
place, materials, and persons to be employed in such un- 
dertaking. 

“ Dxtract from the Minutes; 

“Cuantes Moons, Cleric of Assembly.” 


Resolved, That this Board will carry the above Resolve 
of Assembly into execution, ose 


< 
Robert Towers, Commissary, reports that he réceived, 
as per certificate of February 18, from Guager, Kinder and 
Dumwick, 35 Fire-locks, complete, which were made by 
them ; that he received 20 Wheelbaitows from Mr, Owen 
Biddle; 11 Cutlasses, received from Samuel Morris, and 
delivered to the Chatham and Ranger armed bonis; 15 
ounces Saltpetre, received from Thomas Brooks, which 
cost four shillings and ten pence; 28 pounds Lead, re- 
ceived from James Chapman, cost ten shillings; 44 pounds 
Saltpetre, for which he delivered 17 oundes Powder, and 
sixteen shillings and ten and-a-lialf pence, cash ; 1 Cutlass, 
received from Hugh Hodeman, cost five shillings ; 50 tons 
Saltpetre, received from Congress, a. 
hat he delivered to Captain Waite, agreeable to orders, 
45 pieces of Sail-Cloth ; that he delivered,+to proves five 
swivels, 2¢ pounds Powder, and 5 Shot. > +» #3 aim 
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That he made up for Congress 7,808 Cartridges, tho 
expense of which is to be charged them by this Board, at 
the rate of five shillings one and-a-halfpenny per hundred, 
which amounts to eighteen pounds fourteen shillings and 
six pence, 

That he has received, from Andrew Caldwell, 20 half 
bayrels, and 40 quarter-barrels Gunpowder—wweight, 2,000 
pounds Dutch, at ning per cent. 2,180 pounds English. 

Ong pound Saltpetre received from FVilliam Oliver, 
cost five shillings. 

That he delivered, by order of Captain White, to prove 
sixteen swivels of Bustead’s, eight pounds Powder, sixteen 
swivel Balls. 

That he has received 4,465 cight-ounce swivel Balls, 
4 thirty-two-pound cross-bar Balls, 16 twenty-four-pound 
cross-bar Balls, 86 cighteen-pound cross-bar Balls, from 
Doctor Cow; 26 pounds Saltpetre, fiom City Manufactory ; 
404 pounds Saltpetre, trom City Manufactory ; 1 pair Pis- 
tols, from Mr. Maclanagan, cost thirty-five shillings ; 2 
pounds Saltpetre, from Nathan Gibson ; 50 Wandbarrows, 
from Qwen Biddle ;725 Handbarrows, from Benjamin 
Williamson; 24 Cutlasses, from Andrew Hodge; 614 
pounds Saltpetre, from City Manufactory ; 25 Grubbing- 
hoes, 62 Axes, 150 Pickaxes, 175 Shovels, from Benja- 
min Poultney; 2 quarters 19 pounds Lead, from Joseph 
Simpson, cost twenty-six shillings ; 3 Fire-locks, from Cap- 
tain Clymer. 

That he has delivered 6 pounds Powder to Henry Wyn- 
hoop; 7% ounces Powder, in lieu of Salipetre, to Nathan 
Gibson; 2 ounces Saltpetre to Captain Alewander ; 200 
pounds Brass to Lewis Grant ; 2 pounds Powder, to prove 
2 four-pound guns, 

The following Letter was this day sent to the Commit- 
tee of Inspection and Observation of this City, and signed 
by the Chairman: 

In Conmittoos of Safety, Fobranry 87, 1776. 

This Board have taken into consideration the publica. 
tion of your Committee, handed to us, respecting Chomas 
Sergeant and Joseph Sermon, who are convicted of refusing 
to receive the Continental Bills of Credit, and are of opi- 
nion, that whatever is further necessary for the carrying into 
full execution the Resolve of Congress against such often- 
ders, should proceed fiom the Committee of Iaspection and 
Obseevation. The reason of the interposition ofthis Board 
in the case of John Drinkes, and Lhomas and Samuel 
Fisher, is set forth in the Resolution accompanying this, 
and would have Been unvecessary but in the particular cir- 
cumstances of a dissolution of your Board. 

Gronae Crymen, Chairman. 


Resolved, That the Commissary be directed to prove 
the Fire-locks of all such Associators as shall bring an 
order from their respective Captains to him, for that pur- 
pose. 

Tt appearing to this Board, that the business of Com- 
missary of Stores has been attended with more labour and 
fatigue than was at first expected, 

Therefore, Resolved, That Robert Towers, Commis- 
sary, be allowed at the rate of one hundred and eighty-two 
Pounds ten Shillings per annum, for his services, from the 
time he undertook the office of Commissary of Military 
Stores until the further Resolution of this Board. 


Upon application of Benjamin Town, for some Brass for 

making the mountings to Fire-locks, now making for the use 
of this Province by Nicholson and Dumwick, by order of 
the Board, Robert Towers, Commissary, was directed to 
deliver said own two hundred pounds Brass, taking his 
receipt, to be accounfable for the same. 
, Upon application of Messis, Clement Biddle and Joseph 
Cowperthwait; for a sum of money for the payment of a 
tract of Jand, and a will seat purchased by them for account 
of Congress, and for erecting a Powdar Mill, &c., on the 
sama, for account of Congross, by order of the Bond an 
Order was drawmon John Nixon, and others, the Commit. 
tee of Accounts of this Board, for fifteen hundred Pounds, 
whidh is fo. be charged to account af Congress, 

Captain Henry Allis, of Colonel Shea’s Battalion, having 
by Letter to this Board resignetl his commission: 
~tResolved, That Mi, Lace Melchior he appointed Cap- 
tain'to said Company, in the room of Captain Allis. 
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Wodnosday, Fobrunry 28, 1776, 

In Committee of Safety: Present-— : 

John Nicon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, James Mease, 
Sanuel Ilowell, Owen Biddle, George Clymer, Samuel 
Morris, Jun., James Biddle. 

Resolved, That David Rittenhouse and Mr, Owen Bid- 
dle be requested to go with Crptain Cowperthwait and 
Mr. Clement Biddle, to the place purchased by the latter 
gentleman, on which it is intended to erect a Powder-Mill 
on account of Congress, and that they survey and view the 
seat on which said Mill is to he erected, 


Stephen Eforn and Adam Mewdy, having come from 
Northampton County, in order to be instructed in the 
manufactory of Saltpetre, and having produced an Account 
of their expenses, by order of the Board the Committee 
of Accounts was directed to pay the same, amounting to 
eight Pounds one Shilling and five Pence. 

Whereas, many persons have been omployed in pur+ 
chasing I'ire-arms, in order to carry them into other Pro- 
vinces, and as a practice of this kind may be of pernicious 
consequence, unless they ate intended to be employed in 
such places, ag, from their situation, are most exposed to the 
danger of an attack, of which this Committee in this caso 
reserve (o themselves a right of judging: 

Therelore, Resolved, That no person, or persons, what- 
evor, do prosumo to purchase, or canry out of this Provinea, 
any Fire-arms without application to, and license from this 
Committeo being first obtained. 

Upon application of John Lewis, for the payment of his 
account for Bayonots and repairs to Five-locks, belonging to 
Captain Le Marr’s Company, of First Pennsylvania Bata- 
lion, an Ordor was drawn on Messrs, Measo and Caldwell, 
for the same, amounting to five Pounds seventeen Shillings. 

Upon application of Mr. Affick, for somo Brass for 
making of mountings to Vire-locks, agreod for by Captain 
Pilcocks, and others, Robert Lowers was directed to doliver 
him one hundied pounds of Brass, taking his receipt, to 
be accountable for the same. ‘ 

Upon application of Colonel John Shea, for n sum of 
Money for the uso of his Battalion in the gerviee of the 
United Colonies, by order of the Board an Order was 
drawn on Messrs, ease and Caldwell for fivo hundred 
Pounds, in favour of Colonel Shea, for the use aforesnid. 


Resolved, That the Captains of tho Armed Boats be 
directed to sea that their respective crews are properly 
clothed, and apply to Mr. J. Ad, Nesbitt, Poymaaery for 
such necessary apparel as may be wanted for that porpose, 
and that the amount of what shall be furnishad to each pore 
son shall be stopped out of his pay, in such manner that not 
more than half the pay be stopped ata time, 


Thoreday, February 29, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety: Present—~ 

John Nixon, Chairman, Robert Thite, Thomas Whar« 
ton, Jun, Samuel Ilowell, Owen Biddle, Daniel Rober- 
og Samuel Morris, Jun., George Clymer, James Bid- 
dle, 

Upon application of Pluniced Fluson, for the payment 
of Drums, &e., for the use of Captain Dorsey’s Company, 
of the First Pennsylvania Battalion, and for Drums, &e., 
for Colonel William Irwing’s Battalion, by order of the 
Board an Order was drawn on Messis, Mease and Caldwell 
for twenty-four Pounds, in favour of said F/uson, being the 
amount of snid Accounts, 

Resolved, That Mr. Janes Biddle, Mr. Clymer, and Mr, 
Owon Biddle, be x Cofnmittec to carry into executlon 
every thing necessary towards completing the Fortificattons 
on fortdsland, (Barracks excepted,) and to employ 
suitablo persons to accomplish the sama, 


Resolved, That Mr, T¥illiam Dement be appointed Ad- 
jutant to tho Fifth Battalion of Pennsylvania Troops, ih 
service of the United Colonies. x” 
q Resolved, That James Armstrong be ap 0 
termaster to the Second Battalion of Pennayloantt 2 EFOODS 
in the service of the United Colonias,.in hee ni, OF Dhar 
mas Hanson, who is found ineapable,ebget ng ip tat star 
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PROVINCIAL CONGRESS OF NEW.JERSEY, 
A List of ihe Deputies returned to serve in Congress. 
Bencen: John Demarest, Jacobus Post, Abraham Van 
Boskivke — 
Essex: Abraham Clark, Lewis Ogden, Samuel Potter, 
Caleb Camp, Robert Drummond: 
Mipirsex: John Wetherill, John Dennis, Azariah Dun- 
ham. 
Mornis: *Milliam Winds, * William De Hart, Jacob 
Drake, Silas Condict, Ellis Cook, 
Somerset: Hendrick Fisher, * Cornelius Van Muliner, 
Ruloffe Van Dyke. 
Sussex: *Hilliam Maxwell, Ephraim Martin, * Thomas 
Potis, Abijah Brown, Marke Thompson. 
Hunrennon: Samuel Tucker, John Mehelm, John Tart, 
Charles Stewart, *Augustine Stevenson. 
Monmours: Edward Taylor, John Covenhoven, Joseph 
Hoimes. 
Boruweron: Isaac Pierson, John Pope, Samuel Howe, 
* John Wood, Joseph Newbold. 
Gnovcesren: *John Cooper; Joseph Ellis, * Thomas 
Clark, *Eljah Clark, *Richard Somers. 
Saves: *G@rant Gibbon, Benjanin Holme, John Holme, 
Edward Keasby, John Carey, 
Cumpernann: Theophilus Elmer, Jonathan Byers, 
Care-May: *Jesse Hand, Elijah Hughes. 
Note,—Those marked with a * did not attend the sit- 
ting of Congress, at Brunswick. 
Wodnosday, January 31, 1776, 
The Congress of New-Jersey being summoned a meat 
this day, at New-Brunswick, a number of the Members 
met accordingly ; but not being a suflicient number to pro- 
ceed upon business, they adjourned till to-morrow morning, 
nine o’clock, 


Thursday, February 2, 1776, 


The Congress met; and the Members of several Coun- 
ties being absent, adjourned till two o'clock, P, M. 


Met according to adjournment, 
The Minutes of the last sitting of Congress, and a num- 
ber of the printed Military Ordinances, being come to hand, 
Ordered, That the said Minutes and Military Ordi- 
nances be distributed in the several Counties, as follows: 
Minutes, Military Ordinances. 


To Bergin County, - - 66 33 
To Essex County, - - - 14 37 
To Middlesex County,- - 87 43 
To Somerset County, - ~ 90 45 
To Monmouth County, ~- 106 53 
To Morris County, “= - 72 36 
To Sussew County,- - ~ 59 30 
To Hunterdon County, ~ 186 68 
To Burlington County, ~ 107 53 
. Zo Gloucester County,- - 76 38 
To Salem County, “= - 67 33 
To Cunberland County, - 88 19 
To Cape-May County, - 16 8 


An Addiess and Petition, fom the Committee of the 
County of Somerset, were presented to this Congress, de- 
siving, that householders, and others, not freeholders, who 
Bay part of tho taxes in this Colony, may be admitted to 
vote for Delegates in the Provincial Congress at futme 
elections, and that said elections may be proceeded in by 
ballot; which were read, and ordeal a second reading, 


, Several Petitions from the fieeholders and inhabitants of 
the County of Essee were presented to the Congress, de- 
siting that all persons subject to taxation in this Colony 
may be admitted to vote, at future elections, for Delegates 
in the Provincial Congress ; and, also, praying that money 
at interost, and other effecis, may bear an equal propor- 
tion of the tees; which were rend, and ordered second 
readings. : 


Two Petitions were presented to the House from a num- 
ber of the inhabitants of the County of Morris, praying: 
that in the appointinent of officers to fill up the Battalian 
now to be raised, due attention be had tg the abilities and 


- 


qbalifications of the officers, and that none ba comimissioned 


undgr the age of twenty-one years; which were read, and, 


Ba at 


ordered second readings, 
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Mr. President Jaid before the Congress a Letter ho bad 
received from Jacob Jord, Esquire, 2 Collector of the 
County of Morris, dotting forth, tat a complaint had been 
made to the Committea of that County against the sub- 
seriber, that be had written a letter to one of tho Precinct 
Collectors, requesting him not to receive any Continental 
or Connecticut money, as the Treasurer had refused taking 
the same; certifying, in said letter, that the reason of his 
making such a request to the Precinct Collector wag ovco~ 
sioned by Join Smith, Esquire, tho Mnstern Tyoasurer, 
refusing such monoy from the subscriber in payment of the 
taxes ; which letter was read, and ordered a second reading, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Finds informed this Congress that 
he was stationed at Perth-Amboy, with a part of the East- 
ern Battalion of the Continental Morees raised in this Colo- 
ny, and that he was destitute of ammunition, and thought 
it not improbable he might soon have occasion for a sup- 
ply. And this Congress being informed that the County 
of Somerset had a quantity of powder in store, and the 
County of Middlesex a quantity of dead, in consideration 
whereof, 

Ordered, That Mr, President request the Chairman of 
the Committee of Somerset to furnish Colonel Hinde with 
four quarter-casks of Powder; and tliat he also ay iat the 
Chairman of the Committee of the County of Middlesex 
to furnish Colonel /Vinds with ono hundred and fifty pounds 
of Lead; and that the said Powder and Lead shall be re~ 
placed in some convenient timo. 


Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o’clock. 


Friday, Fobruary 2, 1776, 
Congress inet according to adjournment. 


John Cary, Esquire, Secretary to this Congress, not hay- 
ing sneadodt hia sitting, and it being uncertain when he 
will attend, and, also, whethor ho will incline to continue 
his service, if presont, as he accepted his appointifient, last 
sitting, with great reluctance; and as Messrs, Clarie and 
Stewart declined officiating in Mr. Cary’s room, as they 
found such service interfered with the duty of theiy stations 
as Delegates of the Congress, and as these reasons equally 
operated against Mr. Cary’s being taken from the more 
immediate service of the Congress, while his time and 
attention wero taken up in the execution Of his oftice’s 

Therefore, Resolved, unanimously, That William Pat- 
terson, Esq., be appointed Secretary to this Congress. 

William Maafield, Esquire, Colonel of the Western 
Battalion of this Colony, laid before this Congress certain 
Resolutions of the Continental Congress, recommending 
the immediate arming Colonel Aawwell’s Battalion, under 
orders to march to Ganada; which wero read, and filed. 

Whereas, the Continental Congress have ordered Colo- 
nel Mavwell’s Battalion to march to Canada, as soon as 
the men can be furnished with Arms, and othor articles 
absolutely essential: And whereas, Arms are oxtremely 
scarce, and, indeed, impossible to be procured in tine for 
the equipment of snid Battalion, without making applict- 
tion to the several Counties in this Provinee: 

Resolved, That the Committees, or other publick bo- 
dies, in whose hands any of tho New-Jersey Provincial 
Arms and Accoutrements are deposited, do deliver the 
same to the Commanding Officer of said Battalion, or his 
order, of whom they are required to take vouchers, with 
the valuation of said Arms, &c., (Héve underwritten ; and 
that this Congress will either imfhediately pay for said 
Arms, agreeable to appointment, or replace them as soon 
as possible, which ever the said Committees, or publick 
bodies, shall think most proper, = * 

This Congress do, in the most strong and explicit man- 
ner, recommend to every private person, who hag Arnis 
fit for immediate use, to dispose of the same for the pur-" 
pose above-mentioned, . 

Ordered, That copies of the above Resolve be imme~ 
diately made, and certified by the Seeretmy, : 

Ordered, That copies of the following Letter, signed 
by the President, be sent to the Commanding Officers, and 
Chairmen of the sevoral County Committees i the Pro- 
vince: we Se ied Teg 

Gewrtemen: The lato repulse at Quedscke faa en 


every exertion of the friends of American freéttoth } ia’ 
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consequence whereof, Colonel Maztell’s Battalion is or- 
dered to march forthwith, and the Continental Congress 
have applied to our body, urging the greatest despatch in 
procuring arms and necessaries for this expedition, ‘There- 
fore, in pursuance of the aforesaid application, wo request 
you, gantlemen, to use the utmost diligence and activity 
in, collecting all the publick arms belonging to your County, 
being your proportion of the Provincial arrus unsold. Do- 
spatch, in this case, is quite necessary. As, no doubt, the 
arms are distributed in the hands of the Associators, it will 
be necessary that every officer do his part. The value of 
the arms will be paid in money, or the number be replaced ; 
and the expenses of collecting and forwarding them punc- 
tually discharged. We put you to this trouble with regret; 
but the necessity of the measure must apologize. You will 
have the arms collected in your County, valued by good 
men, and sent to Burlington or Trenton, under the care of 
such officer of Colonel Alaxwell’s Battalion as may be the 
bearer hereof, 
Adjourned till this afternoon, three o’clock. 


The question being put, whether any Officer in the Bat- 
talions already raised in this Province shall be advanced, 
or appointed to any command in the Battalion now to be 
raised? It was carried in the negative. 

Resolved, That this Congress shall on Monday next, go 
into the appointment of Officers for the Third Battalion of 
this Province, 

The Proceedings of the Committee of [illsborough, in 
the County of Somerset, against Peter Vroom, of Piseata- 
away, in the County of Mfiddlesen, being transmitted to this 
Congyess, and read, Ordered, That the charge against said 
Proam be now considered, ° 

Peter Vroom being ordered to bo brought before this 
Congress, attended accordingly, and the proceedings of tho 
Committee of Hillsborough were read in the presenco of 
said Vrogm, who confessed the charge therein exhibited, 
and having offerod matter in mitigation, was ordered to 
withdraw. 

Resolved, That the determination of the charge oxhi- 
bited against Peer Vroom be deferred to some future day 
in the present Session, and that in tho mean time he be 
committed to the common Jail of the County of Somerset, 
the keeper of which is hereby required to*teccive and 
keep him in close confinement, until this Congiess take 
further ordet* therein, : 

‘She MemoriaPSf the Commissioned Officors in the Wost- 
ern Battalion of this Province, stationed at Burlington, 
respecting the equipment of the men under their command, 
was read, and ordered a second reading. 


Ordered, That Mv. Fisher, Mr, Dennis, Mv. Clark, 
and MrvWope, be a Committeo to prepare a draft of an 
Ordinance for appointing Barrackuynsteis in this Colony, 
and making provision for defraying the expense of repairing 
said Barracks. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hart, Mr. Mchelm, Mr. Ogden, 
and Mr, Brown, be a Committeo to prepare a draft of an 
Ordinance for erecting a Court of Admiralty in this Pro- 
vince, 


Ordered, That the Blankets belonging to the Barracks 
in New-Brunswick, be appropriated to the use of the Con- 
tinental Forces; and that Mr. John Schuurman and Mr. 
William Applegate, ofthe Town aforesaid, be requested to 
ascertain the value of {fe said Blankets, and to transmit 
an account thereof to John Dennis, Esquire, the Eastern 
‘Lyeasurer. 

Ordered, That tha Blankets belonging to the Barracks 
in Elizabethtown, be appropriated to the use of the Cone 
tinentdl Forces; and that Mr, Edward Thomas and Mr. 
Isaac Woodruff, ‘of.the place aforesnid, be requested to 
ascertain tho value of the said Blankets, and to transmit 
an, account thereof unto Jofin Dennis, Esq., tho Eastern 
Treaburety q 

Ordered, That the Blankets belonging to the Barracks 
in Trenfon, be apprgpriated to the use of the Continontal 

_ Foroes x,and that, Mr, Abraham Hunt and Mr. Alewaider 
Chambers, of the Town aforesail, be requested to asceitain 
thie, value"of said Blankets, and to transmit an account 
tiverdof"t0 John Dennis, Esq., the Eastern Treasurer. 
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Ordered, That John Dennis, Esq., do reccive of the 
Commissary the Money arising from the sale,of the Blan- 
kets belonging to the Barracks in this Province, and do 
account with the Congress for the same. 

On application of Captain Petcr Ten Eick, in favour of 
Peter Vroom, and from the family circumstances of said 
Proom, it is ; 

Resolved, That the former Order of Commitment be re- 
manded ; and that the aforesaid Peter Vroom be committed 
to the custody of Captain Peter Ten Eick, who has pledg- 
ed his parole of honour to bring said Vroom before this 
Congress whenover required. 

Adjourned to nine o’clock, to-morrow morning, 

Saturday, Fobruary 3, 1776, 

Congress met according to adjournment, 

Ordered, That the Blankets belonging to the Barracks 
in Perth- Amboy be appropriated to the use of the Conti- 
nental Forces, and that My, Samuel Sergeant and Mr, Jo- 
nathan Deare, of ihe City aforasnid, be requested to ascer- 
tain the value of said Blankets, and to transmit an account 
thereof to John Dennis, Esq., tho Enstern Treasurer. 

Samuel Tuthill, Esq,, holding the Commission of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of a Regiment of Light-Horso in this Pro~ 
vinee, resigned the same. 

Ordered, That the said resignation be accepted. 

Jacobus Post, Esq., holding the Commission of a Major 
of a Regiment of Light-[orse in this Province, resigned 
the same, 

Ordered, That the said resignation be accepted, 

Ordered, That Abraham Ogden, Esq., ba Licutonant. 
Colonel, and William Barnet, 15sq., bo Major of the Re~ 
gener of Light-Lorse in the Mastern Division of thia 
Province ; and that Commissions be made out accorlingly. 

The Petition and Remonstrance of the Committeo of tho 
County of Bergen, respecting the seizure of Arms belong- 
ing to said County, by a detachment of Continental troopa 
in the First Regiment raised in this Province, was read, 
and ordered a second reading, 

A Potition of sundry Inhabitants of Somersed, praying 
that Frocholders only may elect Delegates in this Pro- 
vince, was rcad and ordered a second reading. 

Lord Stirting,, tho Colonel of tha First Regiment of Mi+ 
litia in the County of Somersed, being appointed to a coms 
mand in the Continental Army ; therefore, 

Ordered, That Stephen Lunt, Eisq., be Colonel; “ldra- 
han Ten Wick, Ysq., Lieutonant-Colonel; Janes Linn, 
Esq, First Major; and Derrick Meddagh, Fesq., Second 
Major of the said Regiment, and that Commissions be mada 
out accordingly. 

Adjourned till two o’clock. 


Met according to adjournment. 

The Monmouth County Comnittco having nominated 
Mr. Thomas Barber, a Surgeon of the First Regiment of 
Foot-Militin, in the County of Monmouth, Ordered, Phat 
a Commission be made out accordingly. 


Resolved, amanimously, Vhat it is the opinion of this 
Congress, that the money in the Eastern ‘Treasury of this 
Province, and the Bonds, Sccurities, nnd other Writings 
belonging to said Treasury are, at present, from their local 
siwation, very insecure, and exposed to danger; and thaty 
therefore, the same be immediately removed to Nev» 
Brunswick until this Congress take further order theréin 5 
and that Mr. ZfZart, Mr. Martin, My. Deummond, Mr. 
Potter, and Mr. Pope, be a Committee to wait on tha 
Treasurer with a copy of the above Resolve, and to cawy 
the same into effect. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Records in the Seeye~ 
tary’s Office, at Perth-.Amboy, be immediately removed ta 
New- Brunswick, until this Congress take farther oxdd 
therein, and that Mr. 2Zar¢, Mr. Martin, Me, Drwpat6( 

b} 


Mr. Potter, and Mr. Pope be a Committee to-yaitis . 
nyealies 


; * 
Ye 
nee 


Mr. Pettit with a copy of this Resolvo, sand to 
same into effect. a4 & ‘ F 

Resolved, unanimously, That the. Ser, if they’ 
should Gnd it necessary, take to theils ' Hstined Colotel 


Winds, or other Officers at Anibog; With the Troops under 
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their command, for the purpose of removing the said Re- 
cords and ‘Treasury, to the place appointed. 
Adjourned till ten o'clock, Monday morning. 


‘ Monday, Fobrucry 6, 1778, 
Congress mot according to adjournment. 


A Letter from Lord Stirling, enclosing several Letters 
tespecting the loading of Vessels in several parts of this Pro- 
yince with Lumber for the West-India Islands, was read ; 
and, on motion made, 

Resolved, unanimously, That all County and Town 
Committees within this Province, exert themselves to pre- 
vent any Vessel within their soveral Districts, taking in any 
lading, or departing therewith, fiom any Port in this Pro- 
vince, contrary to the General Associution of the Conti- 
nental Cangress, unless the master of such Vessel produce 
a special License therefor, duly authenticated from said 
Congress, agreeable to a subsequent Resolve thereof, or 
from the Congress or Commitiee of Safety of this Province, 
signed by the Pyesident or Vice-President ; and, also, that 
they particularly attend to all imports into this Colony, 
that the Resolutions of the Continental Congress be dul 
observed ; and that the Militia of this Province do give all 
necessary assistance to said Committees in their exertions 
above-mentioned, when called upon for that purpose. And 
it is hereby recommended to the Officers of the Continen- 
tal Troops which are or may be in this Province, also to 
assist in the above measures, when thereunto particularly 
requested by the Committees aforesaid. 

And it is further Resolved, That no County or Town 
Committeo within this Province, presume to grant any Li- 
cense or Permit for the exportation of any Produce, Lum- 
ber, or Meichandise whatsoever, contrary to the said Go- 
neral Association ; and that a copy of the foregoing Resolves 
be immediately transmitted to the Printers at New-York 
and Philadelphia, to be inserted in the publick Papers. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above Resolves be sent to 
the Right Honourable William, Earl of Stirling. 

The Petition of William Steele, praying that he may be 

discharged, &c., was read the first time, 
. The Committee appointed to wait on Mr. Petti/, and to 
réniove the Records in the Secretary’s Office at Perth- 
Amboy, made report that they had waited on Mr, Pettit, 
mid, as ordered, had removed the Books and Recoids men- 
tioned ina schedule produced, 

The Committee appointed to remove the Money in the 
Treasury, &¢., made report, that they waited on Mr, Sinith, 
with a copy of the Resolve, who, in the presence of Jona- 
than Deare, Esq., (said to be a Notary Publick) forbid, 
and protested against the removal of the said Money, but 
that they had, notwithstanding, removed the same as or- 
dered, 

A Letter fiom Lord Stirling, enclosing an attested copy 
of a Letter written by Cortlandt Skinner, Esq., and divect- 
ed to Colonel William Skinner, in Zngland, was read, 
and said Skinners Letter referred for further considera- 
tion? 

The Proceedings of the Committee of Bethlehem, in the 
County of Eunterdon, against Christopher Hariison, being 
trangmitiéd to this Congress and read, 
neleraeh That the chargo against said Elarrison be post- 
poned. * 

Adjourned to two o’clock;P. M. 


: 
Met according (o adjournment. 


A. Member of this House informing that Mr. Pettit and 
‘Mi, Siaith were desirous of being heard, respecting the 
Wigs | of the Treasury and Records from Amboy : 

> aged , That they be now heard. 
Whiefeupon they were heard accordingly. 


Resolvedpuujanijnougly, That the Eastern Treasury, with 
the Bonds, ne other Writings thereunto iloaie 
ing, be removed to the house of Peter Schenck, Esq. in 
the County of Somerseg. 

\ -Resdived, unanimousl, That the Eastern Records afd 
Books, removed by a late Resolye of this Congress from 
the Secretary’s Office, at Perth© Amboy, to New-Bruns- 
‘wpioke, be further removed to Barlington, and lodged in the 
‘Shoretary’s Office at that place. + 4 
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Ordered, That a copy of the following Letter be signed 
by tho President, and sent to Mr, Pett; 

In Congress, Noty.Joisoy, Now-Deunswisk, Vobruary 6, 1776, 

Six: 'The papers, books, and records, mentioned and 
contained in ite schedule annexed, have been ordered by 
this Congress to be removed from the Secretary’s Office at 
Perth- Amboy, and doposited in the Sceretary’s Office at 
Burlington, there to remain under your care. You are 
hereby required to nttond there on Thwrsday next, gnd vo- 
ceive the same, and when received lo giva your acknow- 
ledgment thereof accordingly. 

Resolved, unanimously, That tho Papers, Books, and 
Records, in the Surveyor-General’s Office at Perth-Amboy, 
be immediately removed to the house of Peter Schenck, 
Esq., in the County of Somerset; and that Mr, Pan Bos- 
kirk and Mr. Cook be a Committee to wait upon Mr, 
Smith with a copy of this Resolve, and carry the same 
into effect, 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Committee, if they 
should find it necessary, do take to their assistance Major 
Deare, or other Officcis, and the Militia under his com- 
mand, for the purpose of removing the Papers, Books and 
Records in the Surveyor-General’s Office at Perth-mboy, 
to the place appointed. 

Agrevable to the Order of the Day, for the appointment 
of Officers of the ‘Third Battalion of this Province, the 
same was taken into consideration, 

Ordered, That the said wppointment be doferred till to- 
morrow. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Bethle- 
hem Committoo against Christopher Earrison, who, being 
ordored to attend, was trouaht in accordingly, and the 
charges exhibited against said Z/arrison wero road; in 
support of which, Captain Kehart was called upon as a 
witness, and being duly sworn, did establish the same. 

The said Harrison being heard, and haying offered mat+ 
ter in mitigation of his offence, was ordered to withdraw. 

The Congress took the above chargo against Christopher 
Harrison into consideration, and after some debates there- 
on, ieferred the determination thereof until to-morrow 
morning. 

Adjourned tll to-morrow morning, nine o’clock. 

7 an e 
Tovadoy, February 6, 1776, 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Congress resumed tho cqnsideration of the charge 
against Christopher Larrison, and, 

Resolved, That said Christopher Earrison pay the ox 
penses accruing on apprehending bim and bringing bim 
before this Congross, as the same shall be taxed by the 
Committee of the Township of Bethlehem, in the County 
of Junterdon; that ho give sufficient security to the said 
Commitico in the sum of fifty Pounds for his future peace- 
able and good behaviour, and that he be disarmed, and re- 
main a prisoner iv the common Jail of the County of So~ 
merset, until he comply with the above determinations; to 
whieh place the guard which brought hin before this Con- 
gress, are required to convey him, and the keeper of the 
Jail in said County of Somerset is requested to receive said 
prisoner, and keep him in safe custody, as above said, 

Tho Petition of Milliam Steele had a second reading, 
and after some debate thereon, was referred for further con- 
sideration, ‘ ee 

The Committee appointed fh a Lette? to thesho- 
nourable Continental Congress, respecting the sale and 
consumption of Tea, made report, wliich was read, ap- 
proved, and oidered to be entered, and a copy to be en- 
grossed and signed by the President. The Letter js in 
the following words: 

In Provineial Congrass, Now-Joraoy, Now-Brunewiok, 
February 6, 1778, } 

Gevtienon: Induced by a report current in this Pro- 
vinee, that the honourable Continental Cangressdiad agrped 
to allow, the use of Hast-India Teas, many persons have 
publickly sold that article, and the use of it js, therefore, in 
danger of becoming more general, 

- We did not hesitate todletermine thét corimgn report, 

often deceitful, and always uncertain, ought not’to be auf 

fictent to contravene a known and establishetl regulation 5 
. ? yko« was 





* 
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but on a Resolve being proposed for tho purpose of putting 
a stop ta this growing evil, one of the members Informed us 
that he heard several of tile Continental Delegates publickly 
declare, it was agreed in Congress, that no notice should be 
taken of the sale or use of Eust-Jndia Teas in the Eastern 
Colonies. Here, indeed, we hesitated; and it being of 
gigat moment that every regulation of the honourable re- 
presentative body of the Continent should be presorved in- 
violate, ve must requost, that you will speedily inform us, 
whether any, or what agreement has been made by you 
respecting the sale and use of East-India Teas. 


Ordered, That Mr, Fisher, My. Stewart, and Mr. Clarke, 
be a Committee to draw up a diaftof a publication relative 
to raising the Battalion in this Colony, recommended by 
the Continental Congress. 


Adjourned to three o’clock, afternoon. 


Met according to adjournment, 


Mr, Esher, from the Committee appointed to draw up 
a draft of a publicatign, respecting raising a Battalion in 
this Colony, reported the same, which was read, and after 
several amendments were made, was agreed to, and order- 
ed to,be engrossed, and is in the words following : 


Province of Now-Jorsoy, in Congress, Fobruary 5, 1776, 

Whereas, by a Resolution of the honourable Continen- 
tal Congress, a third Battalion is recommended immediately 
to be raised in this Colony, for the service, and at the ex- 
pense of the United Colonies, consisting of eight Compa- 
nies, and each Company of seventy-cight Privates, and 
officered with one Captain, two Lieutenants, one Ensign, 
four Sergeants, and four Corporals ; which recommenda- 
tion, this Congress, being desirous fully to comply with, 
do, therefore, Resolve, That Officers of the said Battalion 
be immediately recommended for commissions, and that the 
Captains and Subalterns be appointed, and warrants issued 
for tho inlisting the aforesaid complement of men. 

Resolved, That agreeable to the recommendation of the 
said honow able Continenal Congress, the Recruiting Ofi- 
cer inlist none but healthy, sound, and able-bodied fieemen, 
not under sixtaen years of age, The Form of tho Inlistment 
to be in the following words: 

"T,. <4.» have this day inlisted myself as a Soldier 
in the American, Continental Army for ono year, unless 
sooner discharged, and do bind myself to conform in all 
instances to uch rules and regulations as aro or shall be 
established fortis govergment of the said Army.” 

Resolved, That no apprentice whatsoever be inlisted 
within this Colony, without the consent of his master or 
mistress first obtained in writing: And that every person 
under the age of twenty-one years, inlisting himself as 
aforesajd,,may within twenty-four hours after their parents 
or guardidns shall have notice of such inlistment, obtain his 
discharge, by refunding the money received from the Re- 
cruiting Officer, and returning such necessaries as may have 
been supplied bim by the officer, or the value thereof in 
money, 

That as to the pay and subsistence of said Officers and 
Soldiers, the same is fixed and ascertained by the said Con- 
tingntal Congress, 

That it be recommended to the Officers of said Batta- 
lion, to pay the strictest attention to the behaviour of the 
troops, ia Quarters, or on their march, that they give no 
reasonable cayse of complaint. 

And it is further Diet, That where any Company 
shall be inlisted, the Captains having wanants for raising 
the same, shall cause a Muster to be had thereof in the 

vesende of Azariah Dunham, John Mchelm, Joseph El- 
a! } % 1 * 

is, ov Edyoud Thomas, Esqs., who are hereby appointed 
Mustermnasters té review the said Companies, and adminis- 
ter an oath to such Captains, in the wards following, which 
the said Captains, respectively, are required to take, viz: 

«J, A. B., do solemnly gwear, that all the men whose 
names are entered jn te Milter ol by me produced, are 
truly and Cond de ‘ihlisted).and so far as T know or be- 
lieve, inteng goitig in the service of the United-Qolonies in 
the Third-Buflalioh raised, or raising in this Cglony. So 
help me God? g 
{ie go at f * > 
Aha if"ipon such Review, the tee a shall 
attend for that purpose, shall obtain the above said oath,‘or 
(if of the people called Quakers,) an affirmation to the 


Fouurn Series.—Vo. tv, 
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same effect; and, also, find the said complete, agreeable to 
the above directions, shall, thereupon, certify the same on 
the back of the Muster-Roll of such Company to this Con- 
gress, or in their recess to the Committee of Safety, in order 
that conimissions may be made out to the Officers of such 
Company; which commissions the Committee of Safety of 
this Colony, duting the recess of this Congress, upon re- 
eciving certificates as above, are required to inake out and 
deliver. And it is hereby recommended to the inhabitants 
of this Colony to be aiding and assisting, as far as their 
influence extends, in raising the aforesaid levies, 
By order of the Congress: 
Samven Tucker, President. 
Attested: Wiriiam Parrenrson, Secretary. 


On motion made, Resolved unanimously, That the fol- 
lowing gentlemen be recommended by this Congress to the 
honourable the Continental Congress as proper persons for 
Field-Officers of the Third Battalion to be raised in this 
Colony, to wit: Elias Dayton, Colonel; Anthony Walion 
White, Liewtenant-Colonel ; and Ivancis Barber, Major. 

Ordered, That the Prosident do sign an attested copy 
of this Resolution, and transmit the same to the Continen- 
tal Congress, 


A Petition from sundry Inhabitants of the County of 
Middlesex, praying that Monay at-interest may be taxed, 
was read, and ordered a second reading, 


Ordered, That Wilkam Steele, confined in (ho Jail of 
Pancia unswick, be biought before this Congress, und now 
heard. 

Whereupon he was brought in accordingly, 

Tho offence of which he was accused being rend to said 
Steele, ho acknowledged the same; which being duly con 
sidered, 

Resolved, unanimously, That snid Steele he discharged 
from his present confinement, upon his paying the cost of 
the present prosecution, as tho samo shall be tnxed by tho 
Committee of the South Ward of New-Brunswichk, and 
give his obligation to the said Cotumittea, in the atm of 
fifty Pounds, for his futuie peaceable and good behaviour, 
and yield up to the Chairman of said Committee all bis 
arms of defence, to romain in custody of said Committco 
until they shall judge it proper to redeliver them. 

Ordered, That Mr. Demarest do attend tho Papers, 
Books, and Records, removed from the Seoretary’s Oftice, 
at Perth-Amboy, and deliver tho same to Charles Petit, 
Esquire, on Thursday next, at Burlington; on delivery 
whereof, he is hereby required to take My, Pettit’s receipt, 
agreeable to an order of this Congress. 

John Dennis, Esquire, laid before this Congross, an ape 
praisoment of the Blankets in tho Barracks in New-Brunse 
wiel, by John Schuman and William Applegate, which is 
in the words following : 

Now-Brunswick, Fobruary 6, 1776, 

In pursuance to order of the Pyovincinl Congress, direct~ 
ed to us, tho subscribers, for a ppraising all the Blankets in 
the Barracks at New-Brunstwiek, we find as follows: * 

62 Blankets, which we value at 15s, £46 100 


28 do. ~~ + © + at 129° 18160 
5 do - - - - ats Gd 1176 
Proclamation, - - - + £62 86 


Jonw Scrvunmay, 
Winuian Arrnegare. 
To John Dennis, Wsq. vs 
~ Congress adjourned till to-morrow mothing, nine o'clock. 
ome oa 
Wodnogday, February 7, 1776, 
Congress met. ; ‘ 
A Patition from sundry Inhabitants of Morris County, 
praying that Money at intorost may'be taxed, and that al 
peisons taxed may have voices in elections, was randsar id 
ordered a second reading. Ben 
PY <i 
\ Letter fiom the Committee of Safetynof ae 
nia to this Congress, was read, and ordergdya,seadhd roads 
ing to-morrow morning, ees apie Fee 
Nathaniel Scudder and DavidkvioattilfiRaport offtlia 
Cargo, &e., of the Sloop Polly-cid“Ann, Was aid bafore- 
the Congress, and read, and dtdered to be filed, 


100 
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Adjourned till three o'clock, in the afternoon. 

Met according to adjournment/' > 

The Congtess proceeded to the clection of Officers in 
the Third Battalion, when the following persons were chosen 
by ballot : : 

Samuel Potter, Captain; Rinear Blanchard, Lieute- 
nant; Josiah Quimby, Second Lieutenant; Cornelius Hen- 
nion, Ensign. : 

Thomas Patterson, Captain; John Mott, Wirst Lieute- 
nant; William McDaniel, Jun., Second Lieutenant; L£d- 
ward Patterson, Ensign. ; 

John Ross, Captain; Edward McMichael, First Lieu- 
tenant; Richatd Cow, Jun., Second Lieutenant ; Lhomas 
Conchey, Ensign, 

William Eugene Imlay, Captain ; Richard Lloyd, First 
Lieutenant; Daniel Pierson, Second Lieutenant; Ldgar 
Gaulidet, Ensign, : 

Peter Dickinson, Captains Stephen Durkan, First 
Lieutenant; David Tutile, Second Lieutenant; William 
Tenbrdok, Ensign, 

Thomas Reading, Captain ; John Anderson, First Lieu- 
tenant; Ralph Quild, Second Lieutenant; John Hagan, 
Ensign, 

Toaaph Bloomfield, Captain; Josiah Seely, First Lieu- 
tenant; Milliam Gifford, Second Lieutenant; Lbonezer 
Elmer, Ensign. 

Anthony Sharp, Captain; Sanuel Flanagan, First 
Lieutenant; Samuel Hazlett, Second Lieutenant; Na- 
thaniel Leonard, Jun., Ensign, 

Ordered, ‘That Warrants ba signed by the President, 
and attested by the Secretary, do issue to the above named 
persons, to inlist men for the Third Battalion, 

Samuel Shepherd was unanimously appointed Adjutant 
for said Battalidn. ' 

Adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Thuisday, Fobruary 8, 1776. 

Congress met, 

‘The Representation of the County Committes of Salem, 
touching the origin, progress, and present state of the dis- 
turbances-in said County, was laid before tha Congress, 
and ready Whereupon, Doctor Samuel Dick was notified, 
in pursuance of dn order of the Committee of Safety of the 
11th day of January last, attending, came before Congress, 
and after some time spent in hearing his defence against 
said representation, the Congress postponed the further 
hearing thereof till to-morrow, 

The Resolution of the Justices and Freeholders, County 
Committee, and Field-Ofticers, of Middlesex, purporting, 
that they would furnish Colonel Macwell’s Battalion with 
fiky stand*of Arms, &c., was read ; whereupon, it is 

Ordered, That Mr. Martin, Mr. Camp, and Mr. Pope, 
he “a Committee to inspect said Arms, and to report 
thereon. | 

Adjourned to three o’elock, afternoon. 

oy 


The Congress mot, and adjourned to nine o’elack, to- 
morrow morning. 
‘ 


+» Congress mete. 


_Ordoed, That.Commissions do issue to Mathias Ward, 
Lieutonait-Goldhel ; David Conduit, Major; and Samuel 
Hays, Adjutant, fh the First Battalion of the Second Re- 
giment-of Militia in: the County of Essex, whereof Philip 

- Cortland, Esq, is Colonel. . 

>. sA Return of the Captains and Subalterns in said Batta- 

lpn was read: and filed, and Commissions ordered to be 
sfradezout according to said Return, 

a Ordbred "That a Commission do issue to Richard 
Gites, at, Captaih of a Company in the First Regiment 
of Foot Npit County of Somerset. - 

‘The*satne wa’ made out accordingly, 


A Petition trot Aigakabitons of Middlesex Coun- 
ty, praying that Mei terest may bo taxed, was réad, , 


Friday, February 9, 1776. 


. 


and ordered a second reading, 


2 t : 
A Letter from Mr. Smyth peotn his officiating” ts 
sRreasurer, Was: received an 


a tread, and ordered a second 
Teading. + ar ¢ 


The Congress proceeded’ to the farthershearing ‘of thet 
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defence against the representation of the County Commit- 
teo of Salem, und, aso, what might be offered in support 
thereof’; but, not having tine fully to bear both parties, the 
said hearing was further postponed to the afternoon, 


Adjourned to three o'clock, in the afternoon, 


Met according to adjournment. ace 

The Congress again proceeded to hear tho proofs and 
arguments for and against the allegation contained én tho 
representation of the County Committeo of Salem, and re- 
ferred the consideration thereof till to-morrow morning, 

A Petition and Remonstrance of the Inhabitants of Sa- 
lem, respecting Representation in Congress, were. present- 
ed and read, and ordered second readings. 

Adjourned till nino o’clock, to-morrow morning, 

Saturday, Fobrusry 10, 1776, 

Met according to adjournment. 

Whereas, by an Ordinance of this Congress, passed at 
Trenton, the 28th day of Oetoder lust, the Commissioners 
therein named and appointed to purchase Pire-Arms aud 
Military Stores, were particularly restricted in the price to 
be paid for said Mive-Arms, whereby the manufactory theres 
of hath been greatly impeded; for remedy whereol, 

It is Resolved, unanimously, That the said Commission- 
ors have full power immediately to proceed’ in contracting 
for Fivo-Arms, upon the best terms in their pawer, without 
any limitation or resiriction, and that this Congress will, in 
convenient time, pass an Ordinance for that purpose. 

The Memorial of Halkum Patterson and Frederick 
Frelinghuysen, Officers in the Somerset Battalion of Mi- 
nute-Men, praying that some further regulation be made 
for the equipment and government of said mon, was yond, 
and ordered a second reading, 


The Memorial of Thomas Reading, nominated Captain 
in the Third Battalion, ordered to be raised in dhigProvines 
for the service of the United Colonies, praying that he may 
be Senior vapinne in said Battalion, was read, and ordered 
a second yeading, ? 


: ; ‘ 
Adjourned to three o’clock, in the afternoon. * 
Met accoxding to adjournment. 


Tho Memorial of Thomas Reading, praying that fle may 
be Senior Captain in the Third Battalion, was read a se- 
cond time, and, after some debate thereon, the’ previous 
question was demanded and pift, Whether this Congress 
will now go into the appointment or not? It was carried 
in the negative, -¢ 

‘The Congress proceeded to the election -of a Quarter. 
master for the ‘Thiid Battalion, when diam Noreross 
was chosen to that oflioa, ‘ 

Cyrus Do Hart having resigned his office of Ensign in 
Captain Howell’s Company, in the Virst Baualion, Jacob 
Kemper was appointed Ensign in said Compatty in his 
stead. ar 

As William Te 


ek t ‘ 
: endrooke, appointed an Ensign in Gaptain 
Dickinson's Company, refused to accept said appointinent, 
Francis Du Clos was elected Ensign in said Company, 


The Congress resumed the consideration of the Represen= 
tation from the County Committee of Salem, and ieappenr 
ing that there is a suflicient number of Aysociators ‘in Uie 
County of Salem to form two Battalions: ¥ 7 124, > 

Therefore, Resolved, unaninéusly, That xit#be. reoom~ 
mended to the Committee of said County to divjdé*the said 
County into two Districts, and that in“each District'n Bat- 
talion be formed, and a list of the Officers, nominated to 
command each Battalign, be presénted by the said County 
Committee to this Congress, or Committee of Safety, in 
order that Commissions may be granted, 

On motion, Ordered, That the following Letter be sont 
to the Continental Congress. 7 aa 

"In Provinclal Congross, ‘New.Toreays Now.Frotiatyiok, 
; wb ohy Fobiuury 10, 1116. i 

Giivrtenen ; Sensible of the fmportancé-ilitdhe’batta- 
lions raised in this Province shéuld beaa s eedily as possi- 
“big furhished with arms, tve.collectéd; for ths supply ofthe 
Fist and Second Battalions, all the arts fit for setviee that 

ld be obtained jn this Province; we.hnve, therelore?no 
resource of providing arms for the Third Battalion, but 
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from our own manufactorics or importation. [ow soon 
they can be manufactured is uncertain, and wo have no 
present fa of recsiving them ftom abroad. But, 
being informed that two thousand stand have been lately 
imported, and that they are within your disposal, we should 
be glad that part of them may be ordered for the use of 
the Third Buttalion, unless some moro immediate publick 
service calls for them. 

We beg leave to propose, whether it would not be ad- 
visable to clothe the battalions, now raising, in uniform, 
deducting the expense attending it out of the men’s wages, 

We are informed that considerable quantities of powder 
are Jately arrived; and it being probable that the assist- 
ance of the Militia of this Province may be speedily want- 
ed for the defence of this or a neighbouring Colony, we 
request the favour of your assistance in supplying us with 
ten tons of gunpowder, and twenty tons of lead, or as much 
as may be spared. 

On a requisition from Lord Stirling, the Committee of 
Elizabethtown have furnished him with six thousand car- 
tridges, Somerset Couuty four quarter-casks of powder, 
Woodbridge a considerable quantity, and Brunswick one 
hundred and fifty weight of lead. 

Ouk Militia are very illy suppliod with ammunition, 
Those who have granted the above supplies are, therefore, 
very desirous that they may be immediately replaced. 


Adjourned till nine o’clock, Monday morning. 


Monday, February 12, 1776, 
Met according to adjournment. : 


The Memorial from John Neilson, Colonel of the Mid- 
dlesew Battalion of Minute-Men, praying that they may bo 
placed on some more respectable footing, &c., was read, 
and ordered a second reading, 


The Letter from the Committee of Safety of Pennsylva- 
nid, setting forth tho expediency of raising Artillery Com- 
panies, was read the second time, and after some debates 
thereon, was referred for further consideration. 

A Letter from the Committee of Safety of New- Yori, 
requesting that this Congress would order a detachment of 
Militia immediately, to guard the Live Stock on Staten- 
Island, and otherwise secure that place from glepredations, 
was read and considered ; and, ov motion, 

Resolved, unanimously, That upon the requisition of 
the Commtitte of Safety of New-York, now made to this 
Congress; a Dathohmentaof Volunteers, consisting of three 
hundred of the Militia of the County of Middlesex, three 
hundred of the Militia of the County of Essex, and one 
hundred of the Militia of the County of Somerset, be or- 
dered ‘immediately to march to Staten-Island, under the 
command of Colonel Nathaniel Heard, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Edward Thomas, and Major John Dunn, to prevent the 
enemy from landing on said Island, and cnirying off Livo 
Stock and Provisions; and that each man furnish himself 
with at east four days’ provision; which said Detachment 
is to remain on said Island until further orders from this 
Congress, not exceeding one month; and that the said 
Forces shall be provided for with provisions during their 
stay, and be paid the same wages while on duty as are paid 
to the, Continental, Forces, 

Redolvedfaunanimoysly, That Azariah Dunham be Com- 
mnissary to supply the above Detachment with Provisions 
and other necessnries. ,, , 

Ordered, That Mr. Wetherill, Mr. Stewart, Me. Ogden, 
Mr. Cdrey, and Mr. Elis, be a Committee to draft the In- 
stinetions for Colonel Efeard, and a Letter to the Commit- 
tee of Safety ,of New-York. 

Adjouffed tosthtee o'clock in the afternoon, 

Bein 

Met according to adjournment. 

A Petition of Captain Jaseph Badcock, in tho County 
of Somerset, enclosingsa list,af the names of certain persons 
in his Companyswhg féfised to sign a Muster-Roll, praying 
the advice; of this, congress thorein, was rend, and ordered 
a segnd, reading, A, 5° tg 

A Reproseniat ion from the Committee of Rvzzabethtown, 
setting forth) that many persons are conti 


wy 


inydl] remolliny 
ih this Province, who may, perhaps, be unitiandly to the 
ofuse of American freedom ; and praying that some regu- 


% 
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lation be made therein, was read; and after some debates, 
was referred to Mr. Dennis, Mv. Clark, and Mr. Martin, 
to bring in an Ordinance for the purposes prayed for, 

The Committee appointed to draw the draft of a Let- 
ter to the Committee of Safety of New-York, and also 
Instructions to Colonel Heard, brought in said Letier and 
Instructions; which being road and amended, were both 
agreed to, engrossed, and signed by the President. 

Tho Committee appointed to inspect the Arms furnished 
Colonel Maxwell's Battalion, by the Justices and I'ree- 
holders, County Committee, and Field-Officers of Middle- 
sex, made report, which was read, and ordered to be filed. 

A Memorial of Doctor Treat, praying that his Bill for 
attending the sick Soldiers in Colonel Maxwell’s Buttalion, 
may be paid, was read, and ordered a second reading. 


Richard Bowlsby, Esq., against whom a complaint was 
exhibited before the Commitee of the Township of Mans- 
field Wood-House, in the County of Sussex, for opposing 
the present measures, being referred by said Committee 
to this Congress and brought under a guard, was ordered to 
attend, ‘The charge was read, and witnesses called in sup- 
port of it, After which witnesses were also called and 
interrogated on tho part of the said Bowlsby, who made his 
defence, and being fully heard, was ordered to withdraw. 

The said Committee of the Township of Mansfield Wond- 
Llouse, before whom a complaint was also exhibited against 
Dr. Andrew McCleney, referred said complaint to this Con 
gress; tho delinquent being brought undor a, guard, was 
ordered to attend; the complaint against him was read, his 
defence heard, and then by order he withdrew. 

Tho above charges were ralervod for further considera~ 
tion, . 
Adjourned till ning o’clock, to-morrow morning. 
‘Tuoaday, Fobrnary 13, 1776. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Committee of Cape-May mado return of Militia 
Officers, which was read, and ordered to be filed. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the charge 
against Richard Bowlsby, Weq.; and after some time spent 
therein, 

Resolved, That said Bowlsby pay tho costs of tho pro« 
sent prosecution, to be taxed by tho County Committee of 
Sussex, aud give obligation to the Chairman of said Com- 
mittes, in the sum of five hundred Pounds, for his good bo~ 
haviour in future; and that he yield up to said Chairman’ 
all his arms, and weapons of delence, to remain in custody 
of suid Chairman until said Committee shall judge it pro- 
per to redcliver them; and, on non-compliance herewith, 
the said Bowwlsby be committed to the kceper of the com- 
mon Jail of said County, who is hereby ordered to keap 
him in close confinement. his Congress do deem it ad- 
visable, that the said Richard Bowbly forthwith desist 
from the execution of his oflico as Magistrate, until by his 
futuro good behaviour, to be judgod of by said Committee, 
he denotes his penitence, and renders himsolf worthy of the 
confidence of the publick. 

Ordered, That the said Richard Bowlsby be recondueted 
to the Chairman of the County Committée of Stssex, by 
Captain Abraham McKinney, to be dealt with as is above 
directed. . ‘ 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the charges 
exhibited against Doctor Andrew McCléney, and after some 
time spent therein, soa howe 

* Resolved, That said MeCleney pay the costs of tie pre- 
sent prosecution, to be taxed by the Cglinty Committee of 
Sussew, and give obligation to the Chaitintat of said Cam 
mittce, in the sum of fifty Pounds, for his good behaviour 
in future, and that ho yield up to said Chairman all his 
arms, and weapons of defence, to remain in custody of said 
Chairman until said Committee shall judge it proper,to 
redeliver them; and, on non-compliance horpwithy lta 
said MeClency be committed to the keeper of th pmman 
Jgil of said County, who is hereby ordered to Ki in 
ae Pek 







close confinement, : ‘ 
_ Ordered, That the said Andrew: UaGianny Ge recat. 
ducted to the Chairman of the Coufff- mitted ‘of’ Sug. 


alt wich?as is, 
re 
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Ordered, That the County Committee of Sussex do re- 
port their proceedings on the Resolutions of this Congress 
against Richard Botlsby, Esq., and Andrew Mc Cleney, to 
the present, or some future Congress, or, during their 
secess, to the Committee of Safety of this Colony, 

Petitions of sundry Inhabitants of Essex, praying that 
Money at intorost may be taxed, and that alk persons taxed 
may have voices in future elections, were read, and ordered 
second readings. 

This Congress being of opinion, that if two Commissaries 
bo appointed for supplying the New-Jersey Foices in the 
Continental service, it would bo of considerable advantage 
to that service, do 

Resolve, That Colonel Dunham, who lives in the Enst- 
ern division of New-Jersey, be recommended to the honour- 
able Continental Congress, as 2 person well qualified to be 
appointed joint Commissary with Colonel Lowrey, who 
lives in HWest-Jersey, for the Third Battalion now raising, 
and such ag shall be raised in this Colony in future, 


Adjourned to three o’clock, in the afternoon, 
y 


Met according to adjournment. 


A Remonstrance of the County Committee of Monmouth, 
praying thet the qualification of Electors may not be con- 
cluded upon during the present Session; was read, and 
ordered a second ieading, 

Resolved, That on Friday next this Congress will go 
inta the consideration of the qualification of Electos, 


The Congress resumed the consideration of the Letter 
from the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania, recom- 
mending the forming one or more Artillery Companies in 
this Colony; and after some deliberation thereon, the same, 
‘and_all other mgans of defence necessary for this Colony, 
with the “ alfd>means fer dofraying the expense thereof, 
was referred to a Committee of the whole Congress. 

The Congress accordingly resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of tho Whole, on the necessary means of defence 
for this Colony. After some time spent therein, Mr, Pre- 
sident resumed the chair, and Mr. Fisher, Chairman of 
the Committee, reported that said Committce had come 
to the several Resolutions following : 

Resolved, That a tain of Artillery, consisting of twelve 

Field-Pieces, be immediately purchased for the uso of this 
Colony. 

Reoted, That two complete Artillery Companies be 
raised in this Colony. 

And whereas, by a former Ordinance of this Congress, 
the sum of thirty thousand Pounds was directed to be emit- 
ted in paper Bills of Credit, which bills ave not yet print- 
ed; and whereas, from the present alarming state of pub- 
lick affairs, it is probable that a larger sum may be wanted : 

Therefore, Resolved, That in lieu of the said thirty 
thousand Pounds, there be now struck in papor Bills of 
Credis the sum of fifty thousand Pounds. 

Resolved, "That for the above purpose, a new Ordinance 
be immediately prepared for striking the said fifty thou- 
sand Pounds, and directing the manner of sinking the same ; 
as also to provide the several articles of defence mentioned 
in the former Ordinance, and such other articles as may be 
deemed proper and necessary. 

To which several Resolves the Congress agreed, 

“Resolvdd, Thatsthis Congress will, to-morrow morning, 

o into, the eleaticxi¥of Deputies, to represent this Province 
in Continental Congxess, 


Ordered, That Mré Clark, Mr. Dennis, Mr. Steware 
Mr. Carey, and Mr. Ogden, be a Committee to prepare an 
Ordinance for striking fifly thousand Pounds, and, also, draft 
a,Letter in answer to the Committee of Safety of Pennsyl- 
vane gs. 1: ape f 

Adjoutned)till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock, 

vie os? 


A aera i 


, SOS any tue ? ye: Wodnesday, Fobruary 14, 1776, 
Congpess met acgort adjournment, 8 


A Letter from the Hondurphle John Hancock, Esquire, 
requesting that Detachments' of M 


Battalion, be immediately antiied aie coutred, and sent 
t0,.New- York, to act under Major-Gi ‘Lge, was read,, 
gnd ordered asecond reading, , 5 pase 
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Mr, Demarest appointed to deliver tho Papers, Books, 
and Records, removed from the Searatary’s Oftice at Perth- 
Amboy, to Mr. Petfitat the Secrotary’s Office, at Burling. 
ton, and to take reeeipt thereof, made roport of such deli- 
very, which was road, and ordered to be filed. 

Agreeable to the Ordor of the Day, the Congross pio- 
ceedad to elect Delegates to represent this Provincetin 
Continental Congress; which election being ntade, it is 
thereupon, ¢ 

Resolved, unanimously, That William Livingston, John 
De Hart, Richard Smith, Jahn Cooper, and Jonathan Dick» 
inson Sergeant, Esqs., be Delegates to represent this Pio- 
vince in the Continental Congress, for tho space of one year, 
or until others shall be legally appointed in their stead; 
and that they, or any three or more of them, have full and 
ample power to consent and agree to all measures which 
such Congress shall deem necessary. Aud this Province 
bind themselves to execute, to the utmost of their power, 
all Resolutions which the said Congress may adopt. And 
further, if the said Congress shall ¢hink necessary to ad- 
journ, we do authorize our said Delegates to represent and 
act for this Province in any one Congress to bo held by 
virtue of such adjournment, durmg their Delegation, « 

On motion, Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of 
this Congress be returnad to the several gentlemen wha 
have represented this Colony in the honoutable Continen- 
tal Congress, for their faithful discharge of the important 
trust reposed in them; and that the President do transault 
tho same accordingly. 

On motion, Resolved, unanimously, That Mr. Lewis 
Dunham be recommended by this Congress to the hayour 
able Continental Congress, ns Surgeon, and Mv. Chomas 
Read, a8 Surgeon’s Mote, for the Third Battalion now 
raising in this Colony. & 

Resolved, unanimously, Chat this Congrass will make 
provisions for defraying the expenses of the gentleman ap= 
pointed to represent this Colony in Continental Congress. 

Adjourned till threo o’clock in the afternoon, ‘ 


Mot according to adjournment. 7 

Ordered, That Mr. Fisher, Mr. Mehelm, Mr. Drake, 
and Mr, Brown, be a Commitice to ptepare an Ordinance 
for exempting persons who inlist in tho service of the Uni- 
ted Colonies from being airegted. 

Ordered, That Mr. Covenhaven, Mr, Ellis, Mr, Hughes, 
and Mr, Emer, be a Committearto prepare an Ordinance 
for numbering the Inhabitants of this Colgny, pursuant to 
the direction of the Continental Congress, 


The Committee appointed to prepare a draft of an Or- 
dinance for appointing Barrackmasters in this Rrovinee, and 
making provisions for defraying the expenso of tepnjring 
said Barracks, brought in the same; which! was read, and 
ordered a second vending, ‘ 


On motion, Ordered, That Moses Scott be Surgeon to 
the Second Regiment of Foot Militia, io the’ Co nty of 
Middlesex, under the command of Colonel Wetherill 

On motion, Ordered, That Olivar Barnet, Esquire, be 
Surgeon to the Fourth Regiment of Foot Militia in tho 
ae of Hunterdon, under the command of Colonel Me- 
elm, » * 


Adjourned till nino o’clock to-moraw morning.” 
. Se 
i My i eat 

Thursday, Fokruat¥ 151.1776, 

Met according to adjournment. ,~ yit Boe 

The Letter from the honourable Continental Congress, 
of the 12th instant, was read the npn. Hie) and is in the 
words following : a 

*Genrvemen: The arrival of troops at New- Yori, the 
importance of that place to the walfare of America, and the 
necessity of throwing up a number of works to prevent our 
enemies from landing and taking post thera, render it né« 
cesgary that a number of troops shouldtinitiediately jola 
Major-General Lee; I am, therelorepdegired to aysply to-you, 
and request you would, with alt possfhle%xpodition, “send 
detachments af your Minyte-Men, equal oa. Battalion, 
under, proper officers, and well armed snd agcoutréd,'to 
Nae one, there to be under the corimand of Genergl 

a ee ne wee ETS 
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“ Your approved zeal in the cause of your country gives 
me the strongest assurance that you will, with alacrity, em- 
brace this opportunity 8f giving aid to your neighbous, 
and that your people will cheerfully engage in a service by 
which they will not only render a very essential service to 
their country, but also have an opportunity of gequiring 
inilitary skill and knowledge in the ionstruction of field 
works, and the method of fortifying and intrenching camps, 
by which they will be the better able, when occasion calls, 
to defend their ights and liberties. 

Lam, gentlemen, your obedient humble servant, 

“Joun Hancocx, President. 
©o the Honourable Convention of New-Jersey.” 


The Congress taking {he above Letter into considera- 
tion, and desirous of doing every thing in their power to 
piomote the common cause, do 

Resolve, unanimously, That the above Requisition be 
complied with, and that Detachments of Minute-Men, pro- 
perly accoutred, equal to a Battalion in the Continental 
service, be immediately made, and marched to New- York, 
under the command of Charles Stewart, Isq., Colonel; 
Mark Thompson, Usq., Lieutenant-Colonel ; frederick 
Frelinghuysen and Thomas Henderson, Esquires, Majors; 
and that said Battalion, when joined with the Conunen- 
tal Forces, be under the command of Major-General Lee ; 
which Battalion, by a Resolution of the Continental Con- 
gress, of the 25th of October last, shall be entitled to the 
same pay while on service as allowed to (ho Continental 
Troops, and furnished with provisions in the samo manner, 

And this Congress do recommend to the Committees in 
particular, and to tho inhabitants in general of this Colony, 
to afford all the assistance in their power in raising and 
equipping said Battalion. 

The Committee of the Township of Maidenhead, in tho 
County of Hunterdon, made return of persons who signed 
the Association, as well as those who refused, which was 
read, and didered to be filed. 

+ The Committee appointed to dra an Ordinance for 
erecting a Court of Admiralty in this Province, reported, 
that they had consulted Milam Livingston, Eisq., one of 
our Delegates in Continental Congress on the subject, and 
proposed to, him, whether it would not be of manifest ad- 
vantage to the Colonies, if that Congress should, by one 
eneral Ordinance, institute the powers and morle of erect- 
ing a Court of Admiralty to be adopted by all the Colo 
nics: That Mr, Livingston agreed thereto, and said, he 
would take the first opportunity of proposing this matter in 
Congress; dnd added, thut as they had already given direc- 
tions for the disposition of the transport lately carried into 
Elizabethtown, no injury could ensue to tho publick from 
the New-Jersey Conpress deferring the erecting a Court of 
Admiralty in this Province, until they ave informed whether 
the Continental Congress will direct a General Ordinance 
for the purpose: And the Committee submit it to the con- 
sideration of the Congress, whether it will not, for the above 
reasons, be expedient that the said Cominittee should for 
the present defer further proceedings in the business to 
which.they were appointed. 
«, The Congress taking the said Roport into consideration, 
Ordered, Thaé futher proceedings of tho said Commit- 
tee be defewed acagrdingly. 

Charles Roberts, by an order of the County Committee 
of Somerset, directed to Major Frederick Frelinghuysen, 
was brought before this Congress, ‘The charge exhibited 
against said. Roberts, was read, who having made his de- 
fenge, and beitig fully heard, was ordered to withdiaw, The 
Cotigregs having duly considered said charge, do 

Hesolig, Thasaid Gharles Roberts pay the costs of the 
present prosegttigns to be taxed by the County Committes 
of Somerset; tind: give obligation, with surety, to the Chair- 
man of said Committee, in the sum of ono hundred and 
fifty Pounds, fvi?his good behaviour in future ; that ho yield 
up to said: Chairan_all his atms, and weapons of defence, 
to, remain tin BusGdy ofsaid’ Chairman until the said Com- 
mite “shall deemfitxproper to redeliver, them jeand, on 
non-copipliance Herewith, that the said Roberts he commit. 
fed sto, tte keeper of the commgn Jail of ud Comny ote 
ig hereby ordered to keep him in close confinement during 


sch ngn-conjpliance, - i < 


Ordéréd, That the said Charles Roberts be reconducts ° 
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ed to the Chairman ofthe County Committee of Somerset, 
by Major Frederick Frelinghuysen, 10 be dealt with as is 
above directed, 

A Letter from the County Committee of Somersef, set- 
ting forth, that they think it expedient some measure should 
be taken to fortify Perth-Amboy, was read, and aidered a 
second reading. ‘ 


Adjourned to three o’ctock, in the afternoon. 


Met according to adjournment. 


A Petition fiom sundry Inhabitants of Somerset, pray- 
ing that none but Ficeholders may be qualified to elect 
Deputies to represent them in Congress, was read, and 
ordered a second reading. 

A Memorial from the County Cominittce of Monmouth, 
praying that some mode may bo prescribed for keeping 
Minute Companies on Foot was read, and ordeiod a se- 
cond ieading. : 


Adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 
Friday, Fobruary 16, 1776, 
Met according to adjournment. 


A. Petition fiom the Inhabitants of the City of New- 
Broaswick, praying that they may be admitted as well as 
Freeholders, to vote for Deputies in Congress, was read, 
and ordered 9 second reading. 

A Petition of the Committee for the Town of Netuarie, 
in the County of Essex, setting forth, that a dispute hhad 
arisen between said Committee and tho County Committee 
of Essex, vespecting tho appropriation of said Township's 
part of the ten thousand Pound tax; praying that this 


Congress would take some order therein, was read, and 
ordered a second reading, a, 
Ordered, That Mr. Carey, Mr. Mehelm, and My. Mdar~ 


tin, be a Committee to prepare the draft of on Ordinance 
directing the manner of signing the General Association by 
persons of tender consciences; and for further regulating 
the Militia of this Colony. : 


Adjourned to two o'clock, in the afternoon, 


Met according to adjournment. 


Tho several Petitions from tho different Counties in thig 
Province, praying that Householders, &c., may be qualified 
to vote for Representatives in Congress; the Petition of 
the County Committee of Monmouth, praying: that tho 
Congress would not at present decide upon the -qualifien~ 
tions of Hiectors; and, sles, the two Petitions from devernl 
of tho Inhabitants of the County of Somerse¢, praying that 
Frecholders only may elect Deputies for Congress, were 
all read tho second time. 

And the Congiess, agreeable to tho Order of the Day, 
taking into consideration the subject-matter of the said 
several Petitions, and after duly deliberating thereon, the 
question was pot, Whether every person of full nge, who 
hath, immediately precoding the election, residdd ono whola 
year in any County of this Colony, and is worth at least 
fifty Pounds in real or personal estato, “shall be admitted 
to vote in the County wherein he resides, for Representa- 
tives in Provincial Congress, or not? It passed in the 


affirmative, as follows: , 
Yeas. Nays, ' 
Essex County, Bergen Gounty, . °°; 
Middlesea Somerget 


Monmouth * « 
Cape-May " 


a Morris “« 


oP oy 
TIunterdon ‘ 


Burlington © fypl A oy 
Glouaaier “« oe, _ > 
Salem “ s 

Cumberland * 

Sussex id 


Ordered, That Mr. Clark, Mr. Ogden, Mr, Etna, Mr. 
Stewart, and Mr. Carey, be a Committes to prapgte an Or- 
Qoance for the above purposey- and, also, tp/ t tthe 
qualifications of Representatives to getty in, Con 4 Se 

Tho Petition of the Committed sfomrtl Township of 
Newark, in the County of Eediesyadsteadtthe secodd 


siilg ihe iaif.of the Gom- 


ime ; and thegeritlemena 
aime ; an 8 iif Hequedling that‘therheating 


mistte of the County off 
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the matter alleged in said Petition may be deferred till 
Thursday next. _ 

The said hearing was deferred accordingly. 

Ordered, That both puties do attend this Congress on 
Thursday next, ut two o'clock in the alternoon, to be heard 
for and against said Petition. ‘ 

Adjourned till nine o’cloele, to-morrow morning. 


Saturday, Fabruary 17, 1776. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an Ordinance for 
striking fifty thousand Pounds, &c., brought in the same, 
which was read, and ordered a second 1eading. 

Ralph Guild baving retuned his Warrant for inlisting 
men, as Second Lieutenant in Captain Reading’s Compa- 
ny, Jeremiah Ballard was nominated as Second Licutenant 
in that Company, 

A Petition of Officers and Privates of the Company 
whereof! Georwre. Taylor, Eisq., was Captain at the time of 
being elected Colonel, praying that he may occupy both 
offices, was read, and ordered a second reading. 

Foshua Carshon, Esq., having, on account of his infirmity, 
resigned his commission of Captain in the Third Regiment 
of Foot Militia in the County of Hunterdon, whereof Na- 
thaniel Hunt, Esq., is Colonel: 

Ordered, That said Resignation be accepted, and that 
the Company iinmediately proceed to tho election of a 
Captain. 

The Committoe appointed to prepare an Ordinance to 
fix the qualification of Mectors of Deputies, &e., brought 
in the same, which wasiread, and ordered a second reading. 

The Committee appointed-to prepare an Ordinance for 
exdmpting persons who inlist in the service of the United 
Colonies from being arrested, brought in the same, which 
was rend, and ordered a second reading. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a draft of an Or- 
dinance directing the manner of signing the General Asso- 
ciation, &c., and for further regulating tha Militia of this 
Colony, brought in the same, which was read, and ordered 
a second reading, 

Ordered, That ‘Doctor IVilliam Burnet be Surgeon for 
the, Second Regiment of Foot Militia in the County of 
Essex,and that Doctor Uzal Johnston be Surgeon for the 
First Battalion, and Doctor Nicholas Roach be Surgeon for 
the Second Battalion of said Regiment, and that Commis- 
sions be issued accordingly. . 

Ordered, That Dr. Abraham Van Boskirke be Surgeon 
for the Regiment of Foot Militia in the County of Bergen, 
and that a Commission be made out accordingly, 


Adjourned till nine o'clock, Monday morning. 


’ Monday, Fobruary 19, 1776, 
“Mat accorgling to’ adjournment, 

Ordered, That Doctor Timothy Jones be Surgeon for 
the Eastern Regiment of Foot Militia in the County of 
Morris; and that a Commission be made out accordingly. 

The Committee to whom the Repiesentation fiom the 
Committee.of Elizabethtown was referred, brought in an 
Ordiganéé#or preventing persons deserting places in dan- 
ger of beirig attackddj, and for restraining such as are dan- 
Zerous to the comifion cause from taking refuge in this 
Colony, which was read, and ordered a second reading. 


The draft of an Ordinance for appointing Barrackmas- 


ters’ in this Province, and making provision for defraying 
therexpensé of repatring said Barracks, was read the se- 
cotid time, agreed to; and ordered to he engrossed. 
_ The “Arak of an Ordinance directing the manner of sign- 
ing the Sorel Aeon by persons of tender con- 
sciences, and- énfordifig the same, and, also, for amending 
os Militia iin eea) at the last session of this 
ongress, was read the ge time, agreed to, and order- 
ed to besangrossed. paar me 96 / 


Several Resolutions#of the er ental Congress, re- 


cored. certain aan ‘e ne ‘on; were read 
» The.draft of an Ordinance for ett persons who 


* 
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inlist in the sorvice of the Untied Colonies from arrests, 
was read the second time, agreed to, and ordered to bo gn- 
grossed, * ‘ 

Adjourned to three o’clock, afternoon. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The draft of an Ordinance for preventing persons de- 
serting places in dangor of being attacked, tc., was, read 
the second time, and committed to Mv. Hart, Mr. Dennis, 
and Mr. Ogden. ‘ 

A Petition of the Committee for the Township of Pisca~ 
teway, praying that this Congress would take some mea- 
suies for fortifying Amboy, was read, nnd ordored 9 second 
reading. 

Tho Committee appointed to prepare an Ordinance for 
numbering the Inhabitants of this Colony, pursuant to tha 
directions of the Continental Congress, brought in the 
same, which was read, and ordered a second reading. 

Vhe draft of an Ordinance for striking fifty thousand 
Pounds, and providing for sinking the same, was read the 
second time, and referred to a Commitice of the whole 
House, to-morrow morning. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.» 

‘Tuosday, Fobrunry 20,1776. 

Congress met according to adjournment. 


The Leiter from Jacob Ford, Esq., vospacting tho East- 
orn ‘Tyeasurer’s refusing the Continental Billa in payment 
of Taxos, was read the second time, 

Resolved, unanimously, That it is the daty of the Tren- 
surers of this Colony to reccivo the Bills of Credit issued 
by the Continental Congress, in paymont of all taxes ‘and 
other debts payable to the ‘Treasury, 

Mr. Smyth's Lettor respecting his officiating as Troasu~ 
rer, was read tho second time. 

Ordered, That Mr, President do sond the, following 
Letter to Mr. Smyth : , 


Sin: Lam to inform you that the Congress have been 
long waiting for your answer, whether you would gonsider 
yoursolf as ‘Tyeasurer under your former obligation.” This 
would he very agreeable to Congress; and, though your 
indisposition may for some time pevent your going to the 
Treasury Chest at Mr, Schench’s, yet you%can, as oomsion 
may require, haye recourse thereto by such persons as you 
can confide in, . 

A resolve of the Congress, respecting Continental cur- 
rency, you have enclosed, ’ 

The Congress resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole, on the Ordinance for striking fifty thousand Pounds, 
and providing for sinking tha same, Afler some time spent 
therein, Mr, President tesumed tha chair, and Mv. Fisher, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported, that they had mada 
some progress in the matters to them refered, and desired 
lenva to sit again, to which the Congress agreed. 


Adjourned to three o’clack, in the afternoon? 


Met according to adjournment. “ 


The Congress again resolved itself into a Committeo of 
the Whole, on the Ordinance for striking fify thousand 
Pounds, and providing for sinking the’same. Alter some 
time spent therein, Mr, President resumed tha chair, and 
Mr. Fisher, Chairman of the Committee, reported, that 
they had made some further progress in the mattarsr to 
them referred, and desired leave to sit-againgto ghich the 
Congress agreed. iat a a 

A Letter from Colonel Maawell, praying that 1 Compa- 
ny of Riflemen may be raised and joifted to his Battalion, 
was read and filed. 


A Petition of sundry Militia Officers inv the County of 
Burlington, setting forth, that they had been at consider 
able exyiense in providing Fugle-Men, I'iferg, Drummers, 
&o., praying that this Congress woul reimburse them 
therefor, was read, and ordere¢l a sécond fending. , 

* Adjourned till nine o'clock, to-indirow mornin¥.’ 
, fe Soe : sald . 


o« Wodneuday, February 21, 1776, ‘ 
, Met according to adjournment, : 


2 


= ‘The Petition of the Committee for the ‘Pownship of 
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Piscataway, praying that some more equal mode of taxa- 
tion may be prescribed, and, in partigular, that money at 
interest may be taxed, was read, and 1efeired to the Com- 
mittee on the Ordinance for striking fifty thousand Pounds, 
and providing for sinking the same. 

The Petition of Captain Joseph Badcock, in the County 
of*Somersef, enclosing a list of the names of certain per- 
sans in his Company who refused to sign a Muster-Roll, 
praying the advice of this Congress therein, was read the 
second time, and referred for further consideration. 


This Congress having received of the Continental Con- 
gress half a ton of Gunpowder, in order to replace the 
Gunpowder formerly lent said Continental Congress by So- 
merset, Brunstoick, Woodbridge, and Elizabeth, and there 
being a surplus after replacing what bad been so borrowed, 
of which the Township of Shrewsbury hath made applica- 
tion for part: 

Whereupon, it is Ordered, That said Township be fur- 
nished with a cask of the Powder aforesaid, containing one 
hundied and eight poflnds six ounces, for which said T’own- 
ship is to account with this Congress, 

; Motion being made and debated, the question was 
put, Whether this Congress shall be dissolved, and the elec- 
tors have an opportunity of making a new choice of De- 
poties before the time appointed by an Ordinance of the 
Just Congress? It was carried in the aftirmative, as fol- 


lows: : 
Yeas. Nays, 
Bergen County, — Middlesex County, 
Essen “ Morris “ 
+ Burlington “ Tlunterdon 
Salem uy Somerset “ 


Cunberland « Sussex “ 
Cape-May “ 
Gloucester 

On motion, Resolved, That there be a new election of 
Deputies to represent this Colony in Provincial Congress, 
on the fourth Monday in May next. 

Ordered, That Commissions be made out for the fol- 
lowing pérsons, Officers of a Company in the Regiment 
wiereof William Maawell, Esq., was Inte Colonel, agreeablo 
to a Gertificate of “their appoint vig: George Rible, 
Capthin ; Henry Shute, First Lieutenant ; Richard Auier, 
Seoond Lieutenant ; PAilip*Wintersteen, Ensign. 


Adjourned to three o'clock, in the afternoon. 


Met according to adjournment, 

A Letter from Mr. Smyth, respecting his officiating as 
Treasurer, was read. To which the following Answer was 
returned : 

Sim: We are sorry to observe, that the conditions you 
mention in your letter of this day, on which you are wil- 
ling to execute the office of Trensurer, are not satisfactory. 
We most, 'therelore, desire your answer explicitly, whether 
you are willing to take charge of the Treasury Chest, when 
delivered safely at Mr. Schenck’s, continue to act as Trea~ 
surer,, and acknowledge yourself accountable to the Pro- 
Vines as fully, to all intents and purposes, as you was by 
yout obligation bef¥§S the removal of the Chest. 

If ¥en ‘agres thereto, as tho execution of the office 
under those circtimstances will necessarily be attended with 
extraordinuryéxpenses, this Congress are willing to make 
you a rexsonable compensation therefor. 

* A Lettes fiom the Right Honourable William Eail of 


Stirling, was received and read, and is in the words fol- ~ 


léwhig! 7 
voy ¢ « Now-York, Fobruary 20, 1776, 

& Sin: Asthe deiaman-of-war, with her attendants, have 
now taken’ tifeitstation in the Bay below this city, and the 
Pheniw between the Narrows and Sandy-Iook, and do 
take evot¥ provision vessel coming from New-Jersey, it 


is become highly proper to prevent any provisions or pio~' 


duce of any kind being shipped from New-Jersey to this or 
‘any other place whatsoever, while those ships continue in 
a situation, which will enable them to make seizures of 
thepi. Lhave, therefore, General Lee's directions to ye- 
quest; that the Congress of New-Jorscy will give inumedi- 
ate directions to prevent any provisions or other produce 


being Shipped of sent off fYormany part of East Ned-Jersey,« 
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that can possibly fall into the hands of the enemy. J am, 
sir, your most humble sei vant,  Symnane 


“To the President of the Congress of tho Province of 

New-Jers ey, at New-Brunswick.” 

The Congress, sensible of the expediency of the aboye re- 
quest, do Resolve, That Provisions, and all other kinds of 
Produce of this Colony, beimmodiately prevented from being 
sent to New-York, or other parts, whereby they must pass 
New York Bay, or the Bay between Sandy-LHook andParth- 
Amboy, or Staten-Island ; And all owners and masters of 
vessels, of every kind, ate prohibited from sending any Pro- 
visions or Produce fiom any part of this Province as afore- 
said, until permitted by this Congress. 

All County and Township Committees in the Eastern 
division of this Province, ave hereby directed to be vigilant 
and active in carrying this Resolve into eflect. 

Ordered, That the following persons be Ofticers of a 
Company of Minute-Men in the Township of Newark, 
agreeable to a certificate of their election, viz: Joseph Al- 
ling, Captain; Joseph Theeler, First Lieutenant; Caled 
Bruen, Sceond Lieutenant ; Isaac Phune, Ensign. 

The draft of am Ordinance to fix the qualifications of 
Electors, and of Deputies, &c., was read the second time, 
and committed to Mr. Jisher, Mr. Martin, My. Hughes, 
Mr. Covenhoven, and Mr. John ZZolmes. 


Adjourned til] to-morrow morning, nine o'clock, 


Thursday, Fob: unry 22, 1776, 
Mat according to adjournment. 


A Letter from James Iughes, a-prisoner at Elizabeth. 
town, informing, that he is much indisposed jn body, praying 
leave of this Congress that he may go to New- York, and 
put himself under the care of Doctor Jones, was read, and 
refarred to the Committee of Elizabethtown, 

The Congress again resolved itself into.a Committee of 
the Whole House, on the Ordinance forstriking fy thou- 
saud Pounds, and provided for sinking tho same. After 
some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed tho chair, 
and Mr, Jisher, Chairman of the Committee, reported, 
that they had gone through the said Ordinance, and were 
ey to report the same, 

rdered, That the Report be made in tho afternoon. 


Adjourned to three o’clock, in the afternoon, 


Met according to adjournment. es 

Mr. Fisher, from the Commitice of the Whidle Housa, 
to whom the Ordinance for emitting fifty thousand Pounds, 
in Bills of Credit, for the purposes therein montioned, &e., 
reported the samo, agreeable to the Order of this morning, 
which was road; and soyainl amendments being thereunto 
made, was agreed (o, and ordored to be engrossed, 


Tho parties for and against the Petition from the Com- 
mitteo of the Township of Newark, against tho Committes 
of the County of Lssex, attending, and tho Petitioners re- 
quiring a louger day, in order to procure proper witnesses 
it is, therefore, sa 

Ordered, That the farther hearing of said controversy 
be deferred till Luesday next, at two o’clock in the alter- 
noon, at which time, both partics aro required to attend, 
properly prepared, as this Congress are resolwed at that 
time to hear and determing said dispute. 

Adjourned lll nine o'clock, to-morrow morning, 

‘ye, 
Friday, Fobranty 23, 1776, 
Met according to adjournment. By og " 
The Commitice appointed to wait updn Me. Smyth, and 
remove the Papers, Books, and Records; in the Survoyar- 
General’s Office at Perth-Amboy, mado report, that they 
had waited on Mr. Smyth, and had, qs orderad, remaved 
the Papers, Books, and Records, mentioned in ay gartitp 
schedule, produced and filod. 4 aE ae 
4 Elias Dayton, Colonel of the First § caiman ‘Root 
Militia in the County of Essex, being protoled'ts, the com- 
64 it%8, heres 
olonel, Jerehtahk 
encer First Majar, 
Count? of Essew, 


* 






mand of a Baftalion in the Contifatiedt: 
fore, Ordered, That Edward Thiankas 8 
mith Lieut, Coldnel, gd” Oliver sp 
‘said First Regiment of:Militle ta'tlis 
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The Petition and Remonstrance of the County Com- 
mittee of Bergen, respecting the seizure of Arms belong- 
ing to said County, by a detachment of Continental troops, 
under the command of Captain Joseph Meeker, in the 
Right Honourable William Karl of Stirling’s Regiment, 
was read the second time, and ” 

Resolved, unanimously, That this Congress will either 
pay for, or replace the Arms taken by Captain Meeker, 
whichever the County Committee of Bergen shall choose ; 
and will, as soon as possible, inquire fully into and decide 
upon the cause of complaint exhibited in said Petition and 
Remonstrance. 

Resolved, That a Letter be immediately written, and 
signed by the President, to the Right Honourable William 
Earl of Stirling, respecting the seizure of the Arms afore- 

“said, and desiring thet bis Lordship would transmit to this 
‘Congress a copy of the orders given Captain Meeker, as 
also of those which his Lordship received of the honour- 
able Continental Congress, respecting said Arms. 

This Congress resumed the consideration of a Court of 
Admiralty, and Resolved, That said Court be instituted in 
this Province as soon as possible ; and that Mr. Carey and 
Mr. Clarie be added to the Committee appointed to diaft 
an Ordinance for that purpose. 


Adjourned to three o’clock, in the afternoon. 


Met according to adjournment. 


The Committee to whom the draft of an Ordinance for 
fixing tho qualifications of Electors, and Deputies, &c., 
was committed, reported the same with amendmonts; 
which being read, was committed to a Committee of the 
whole House. 


The Congress resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House, on the Ordinance for fixing the qualifica~ 
tions of Electors, and Deputies, &c, After some time spent 
therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mv. Fisher, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported that they had made 
some progress in the matters to them referred, and desired 
Jeave to sit again, To which the Congress agreed. 

The engrossed Ordinance directing the manner of sign- 
ing the General Association, &c., was read and compared. 

Resolved, That the same do pass. 

Ordered, That Mr. Wetherill, Mv. Ilart, Mr, Elmer, 
Mr. Mefelm, and Mr. Dunham, be a Committee to pre- 
pare an Ordinance for defraying incidental charges, 


Adjourned till nine o’clock, to-morrow morning, 


Saturday, Fobruary 24, 1776, 

Met according to adjourament. 

The engrossed Ordinance for appointing Barrackmasters 
in this Province, &., was read and compared, 

Resolved, That the same do pass, 
F The engrossed Ordinance for exempting persons who 
inlist in the service of the United Colonies fiom arrests, 
was redd and compared, 

Resolved, That tho same do pass, 


‘The several Petitions and Memorials respecting the 
Minute-Men in this Province, &c., were read the second 
time, and after some deliberation thereon, 

Ordered, That Mr. Clark, Mr, Hart, Mr. Elmer, and 
Mr. -Martih, bea Committee to prepare an Ordinance for 
regulating the formgg Minute Department of Militia, and 
incorporating the same with the Standing Militia, 

Me. Josiah Scoly, appointed First Lieutenant in Captaine 
Bloomfield’s Company, informed this Congyess, that since 
hig nomination, some particular circumstances happened, 
whigh laid him yndet the necessity of declining said ap- 
pointnent ;wherenpon the Congress proceeded to the 
choice, of a Fitst Lieutenant in said Company, when Con- 
stant Peete was elected, 

Adjourned to thré8 o’elack, in the afternoon, 

Met according to adjournment, 

The Patition of Officers and ti Privates, in the Com* 
pany whereof George Taylor, Bsy,, was Captain, at tho 
time of heing elected Colonel, was r8ad.the second time 
and ordered to lie on the table. * tk 4: : 


3 


The Petition of sundry Militia-Offiders in the County: 
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of Bwlington, praying that this Congress would reimburse 
them their expense in providing Fugle-Men, &c., was read 
tho second time, antl ordered to ta on the table, 

The Letter from the County Committee of Somerse?, 
and the Petition from the Township Committao of Pisea- 
taway, setting forth, that Perth-Amboy is much exposed 
to hostile invasions, and praying that some megsuros,might 
be taken to fortify said place, and guard it against inva- 
sions, were reat ihe second time, ' 

As the matter contained in said Letter and Patition is 
of great importance to this Colony in particular, and to 
the United Colonies in general, and as the carrying the 
same into effect will be attended with considerable ex- 
pense, it was moved and agreed that tho following Letter 
be sent to the Continental Congress : 


Gentinaen: This Congress having taken into their 
serious consideration the necessity of defending such parts 
of this Colony us aro more immediately exposed to an ine 
vasion of the enemy, are of opinion, that the city of Perth. 
Amboy, in Relig, from its ojen chaanel, and safo 
harbour, and from its local situation, is a place deserving 
the utmost attention at this time. As the city al New- 
York has at piesent a large body of troops, and fortifica- 
tions are now ereating for its defence, it is more than proba- 
ble that the enemy, sensible of theso preparations, will 
attempt a lodgment at Perth-Amboy, from whence incurs 
sions might easily be nnde into tha heart of the country, 
beforo a sufficient force can be collected 10 opposo them. 

That part of West-Jersey, which is situate on the River 
Delaware, below Philadelphia, appears also to merit grout 
attention at this time, Opposite to Reedy-Jedand, nt a 
place called Elsendorough, in tho County of SaZem, a nnd 
ing might easily be effected. This is within forty miles of 
Philadelphia, in a County abounding with provisions ; and 
from whence an army might easily make its way lo Coo- 
pers erry in a very short time, 

This Congress would be happy if they had ittin their 
power to take into immediate pay sufficient body of 
troops for the defence of both these important posts: but 
as this will be an exponse too great for this Colony to sup- 
port upon its own bottom, and as the being guarded at all 
points is a matter of the utmost importance to the coin- 
mon cause, m@ro especially to tho cities of Philadelphia 
and New-York; this Congress beg leava‘to submit t6 the 
consideration of your honourable House, tho urgent necas- 
sity of making some immediate preparations to prevent any 
attempt of the enemy to land an any in those parts of this 
Province which appoar to be so situated as greatly to 
facilitate the success of'such an attempt. One or two bat 
talions, with two artillery companies, may be sufficient for 
this important service, And we bumbly submit to your 
consideration the necessity and propriety of such a step 
boing immediately adopted. We wish not to put tha Cou- 
tinent to this expense for the sole delenco of the inhabi- 
tants of this Colony, but the interest of this Colopy in pars 
ticular being so conneeted with that of the United Colonies 
in goneral, as to render an invasion in Now-Jersey a mate 
ter of the utmost importance to all; we humbly conceive 
that the necessity af the occasion will induce the wisdom 
of your honcuiable House to take into.Continental pay two 
battalions, and two companies of artillery; or such a body 
of forces as may he thought sufficient to answer this desi- 
rable purpose, 

The express, by which this is forwarded, will wait your 
commands ; and Lam to request the favour of an answer as 
soon as possible. 1 am likewise to request, that commis- 
sions may be sent for Officers of the Third Battalion, as 
some of the Companies are alrendy fut, and others in a faly 
way, 

1 am, gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 

By order of Congress: 
Samvan Tucker, President. 
ALo the Honourable Continental Congress, 


Adjourned till Monday morning, nine o'clock, if 
o 
; Monday, Fobruary 26, ww 6, 
Met according to adjournfnent. © 
A Resolution of the Continental Congress was reoeivede 
and read, und is in the words followings: 


‘ ‘ 


‘ 
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“Tn Congress, Fobruary 22, 1776, 
“A Delegate from New-Jersey, having informed Cou- 
gress that the Regiment vf Militia ordévod by the Conyen- 
tion of that Colony, to match to the defence of New- Yori, 
in consequence of the resolve of Congress of the 12th of 
this month, were not sudliciently aimed, and that they could 
not be furnished with arms, unless the Congress supplied 
them ? and as this Congress have not arms to spare, those 
they have being necessary for aiming the Battalions in the 
Continental service: : 
Therefore, Resolved, That the march of said Battalion 
of Militia be countermanded. 
“ Jextiact from the Minutes : 
: “ Cuanucs THomson, Secretary.” 
Ordered, That the Officers be immediately notified of 
the above countermand, 
Adjourned till three o’clock, in the afternoon, 


Met according to adjournment, 

Petitions of the Cogimittce of Correspondence and Ob- 
servation for the Precinct of New-Barbadoes and Hack. 
ensack, of the ‘Township Committee of Aranklin, and of 
the Precinct Committee of Saddle- River, in the County of 
Bergen, setting forth, uiat the Deputies who represent tha 
said County in Provincial Congress, and the persons who 
compose the County Committee of Bergen, were not duly 
elected, &c., praying that the said Deputies may be dis- 
missed fiom their seats in Congress; that the said Com- 
mittee nay be dissolved, and that a new election may be 
directed, were read, and ordered a second reading. 

The Township Comatittee of Trenfon, made return of 
the persons who, in their bounds, signed the General As- 
sociation of this Colony, and of those who relusad so to do ; 
which was ordered to be filed. 

The Committee to whom the draft of an Ordinance re- 
specting persons who remove from the adjacent Colonies, 
&c., was*coumitted, reported the same with amendments, 
which being read, was agreed to, and ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

Tho Congress again resolved itself into a Commitice of 
the Whole House, on the Ordinance for fixing the qualili- 
cations of Mlectors and Deputies, &c. After some time 
spent therein, thg President resumad the chair, and Mr. 
Hisher, Chairman of the Committee, reported, that they 
had gone through the snid Ordinance; which being read, 
was agreed to, and ordergd to be engrossed. 

Adjourned till nine o’clock, to-morrow morning, 


‘Tuosday, Fobruary 27, 1776, 

Mot according to adjournment. 

A Letter fiom John Smyth, Esquire, Troasurer of tho 
Hastern Division of this Colony, was read, and is in the 
following words: 

 Porth-Amboy, February, 26, 1776, 

“Sur: Mer, Stevens, according to my request, has been 
so good as to come down to this place, to whom I com- 
municated the Ictter sent to me by the Congress, relative 
to the removal of the ‘Treasury, as | did to my other secu- 
tities some time before, 

. E fiild that they aro willing to continue security for me, 
considering tle difliculty of the times, provided the Chest 
is removed toa place where the Office may be executed in 
the dsual manner. I would, therefore, propose, that, as 
I am not nowy able, and little prospect of being so, in 
less than six weeks, to attend the Chest, it be removed to 
Mi, Stavens’s, who will receive the taxes that ave still to be 
paid in, and the Courty Collectors may be desired to at- 
tend at his house for that purpose, In which caso no one 
will or can Wave fecourse to the Chest, but those who have 
already entered into engagements, and are by law account~ 
abe to the publick, for the due performance of my office, 
which cannot in justice or reason be expected of me or 
thom, without the Chest is suffered to remain in my or their 
possession. » : ; 

* As this proposal filly comprehends the declared inten- 
thon afithe’ Congress in removing the Chest, I cannot doubt 
its proving fully agreeable and satisfactory to them. 

4 Whenever I am able to.attend the duty of the office 
abroad, the Chest may then be removed to any other place, 


Fourts Sxnies.—Vor ty, 
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that shall be agreed on by all concerned, there to remain 
until we see happier times. 

“Mr, Stevens goes home by way of Brunswick, to whom 
1 beg you will please to give your answer, who will forward 
it to mo, : 

“Tam your most humble servant, 


«To Sumuel Tucker, Esquire.” 

On the question being put, whether the TYeasury Chest 
of the Eastern Division of this Colony, lately removed by 
a Resolve of this Congress, from Perth-Ambay, in order to 
be lodged in the bands of Peter Schenck, Esquire, at Méll- 
stone, for the sake of greater safety, be, agreeable to the 
request of Mr, Smyth, the Enstein Treasurer, curried to 
the dwelling-house of the Honourable John Stevens, one of 
Mr. Smyth’s securities, there to remain during Mr. Sinyth’s 
indisposition, or until this Congress shall take further order 
therein, on the terms expressed in the above Letter, to wit: 
that Mr. Sinyth aod his securities continue bound hy their 
former obligations ; and provided they be at the charge of 
such removal? It was carvied in the alivmative, as follows: 


*Jonn Suvrn. 


Yeas. Nays. 
Bergen County, Middlesex County, 
Essex “ Somerset « 
Monmouth Morris “ 
Burlington * Sussea “ 


Salen “ Cumberland 

Cape-May 

Tdinterdon © 

The Petitions of the Committee of Correspondence and 

Observation for the Precinct of New-Barbadoes and Lucle- 
ensack, of the ‘Township Committee of Eranklin, and of 
the Precinct Committee of Saddle-River, in the County of 
Bergen, sctting forth, that the Deputies who represent the 
said County in Provincial Congyess, aud the persons who 
compose the County Committee of Bergen, ware not duly 
elected, &c., and praying that the said Deputies may bo 
dismissed fiony their seats in Congress, that the said County 
Comnitteo may be dissolved, and that a new election may 
be directed, ware read the second time, 


Whereas, this Congross expect soon to rise, and having 
already resolved upon a dissolution, hnve directed that, 
on the fourth Afonday in May next, the several Counties 
in this Province proceed to tho election of Deputios for 
Provincia! Congress, and of County Committees, think it 
unnecessary, at this time, to enter into the morits of, and 
decide upon, the complaint exhibited in the abovo Poti. 
tions. "This Congress, however, direct, that all the money 
raised in the County of Bergen, by a former Resolve of 
Congress, bo immediately collected and paid into the bands 
of the County Collector’; to be drawn out and appropriated, 
as the County Committes of Bergen shail direct, agroo- 
ablo to former Resolutions of Congross; und that said Com- 
mittoa do keep proper accounts of all such appropriations 
and expenditures, to be laid bofore Congress when required, 


Adjoumned to three o’cluck, in tho afternoon. 


Met according to adjournment. 


Tho Memorial of James Richmond, sétting forth, that the 
ships-of-war in New-York Bay do not make captures of 
vessels freighted with wheat, und praying permission of this 
Congress to carry produce from this Colony to New-York, 
was read, and ordered a second reading, 


Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the Congress went inte 
the consideration of the Potition from the Committee for 
the Township of Newark, against the County Committee 
of Essex, Cho Deputies from said Committses attondixg, 
woro heard for and aguinst tho said Petition, After which 
they withdrew. * 

The aboye Petition was referred for further considoration, © 

Adjourned tll nine o’clock, to-morrow morning. 

Wednosday, Fobruary 28; Lites : 

Met according to adjoufhment. > ee 

. Whereas, the lato Resolution of tiffs ‘prohibit 
ing the expoit of Provisions and Produgéftom this Coldny 
to New- York was founded on information.that-the ships- 
of-war, in New-York Bay,.made eaptures of vessels so 
Taden; and whereas, this Congress ato fully satisfied that, 
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whe reason of making said prohibition no longer subsists: 
It is therefore, . 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Resolution of this 
‘Congress, made the 21st day of this instant, February, pro- 
hibiting the export of Provisions and Produce from this 
Colony to the City of New-York, be, and is hereby re- 
pealed. 

This Congress having resumed the consideration of the 
Petition of the Township of Newari, lament, that any dis- 
putes should arise among persons distinguished for their 
zeal and activity in promoting the common cause of Ame- 
rica ; and regret the necessity of their interference to com- 
pose the dissensions that have for some time subsisted be- 
tween the County Committee of Essex and the Township 
Committee of Newark, In order, however, to decide upon 
said dispute, and in hopes of reconciling the parties at 
variance, it is 

Resolved, That, as by the late Ordinances of Congress, 
the County Committee have undoubted right to appoint a 
County Collector, and dispose of the money raised by an 
Ordinance of the late Congress, the Committee of the 
Township of Newark be, and they are hereby enjoined to 
cease claiming the disposition of such money ; but where- 
as, there was no County Committee,in the County of Es- 
sev before the 21st day of September last, until which time 
the Township Committees had the disposal of the money 
raised as aforesaid in their respective ‘Lownships : 

It is, therefore, further Resolved, That all moneys actu- 
ally expended by said Township Committees, before that 
time, be allowed by said County Committees to bo a legal 
expenditure ; and the Arms or Anmmunition purchased by 
each Township Committee, as well as such as shall be 
purchased by the County Committee, be considered as a 
County Stock, and divided to each Township according to 
its quota of such tax: And if any Township Committee 

in Bssew have made contracts for Ammunition, not already 

fulfilled, it is recommended to the County Committee to 
fulfil such contracts, and distribute the Ammunition pro- 
cured thereby in the Townships as aforesaid. 


The engrossed Ordinance for striking tho sum of fifty 
thousand Pounds five Shillings, in Bills of Credit, for the 
purposes therein mentioned, and dhecting the manner of 
sinking the same, was read and compared, 

Resolved, That the same do pass. 


The engrossed Ordinance, to prevent Persons deserting 
places in danger of being attacked, and for restraining such 
as are dangerous to the common cause, from taking refuge 
in this Colony, was read and compared; and on the ques- 
tion, Whether the same do pass, or not? it was carried in 
the nfirmative, as follows: 


Yeas, Nays. 
Bergen County, — Monmouth County, 
Essex “« Salem 7 
Middlesex Burlington © 
Morris fe Cape-May 
Somerset 
Sussex ie 


Hunterdon * 
Cumberland “ 

Resolyed, That the same do pass. 

On rudtion, Ordered, That Doctor Baldwin be Surgeon 
for the Second Regiment of Foot Militia in the County of 
Sussev, whereof Ephraim Martin, Esq,, is Colonel. 

On motion, Ordered, That Doctor Jonathan Horton, 
he Surgeon for the Western Regiment of Foot Militia, in 
the County of Morris, whereof Jacob Drake, Esquire, is 
Calonel. 

Agreeable to Certificate, 

Orderéd, That the following persons be Officers of threo 
of the Milita Companies, in the Precinct of New-Barba- 
does, and County ‘of Bergen, and in the Regiment where- 
of Zeunis Dey, Esq., is Colonel, viz: Jacob Terhune, 
Captain; George Brinckerhoff, First Lieutenant; Hen- 
drick Budon, Second Lieutenant; and Jacobus Pouleste, 
Ensign of the New-Barbadoes Company. Nicausa Ter- 
hune, Captain ; Jacob Van Winkle, Pirst Lieutenant ; John 
Uriancy, Second Lieutenant; and: Walling Van Winkle, 
Wasign.of the Pollifly Company. Jacobus Jaraliman, Cap- 
tain; Peter Sandford, First Lieutenant; Elijah Sanford, 
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Sccond Lieutenant; and Join Jaratman, Insign of the 
Now-Barbadoes-Negk Company. 
Adjourned to three o'clock in the afternoon, 


Met according to adjournment, 

A Representation from the Township Committee of 
Woodbridge, praying, that Money at interest may bp lax- 
ed; that the people called Quakers may, for non-attend- 
ance on military duty, pay an cquivalent to the expense 
and services of Associators; and that Perth-Amboy, which 
is much exposed to an attack from the enemy, may be for- 
tifed and guarded ; was read, and ordered a second reading, 


A Petition of the Township Commitice of Piscataway, 
and of the Military Officets in said Township, setting forth, 
that the Ordinance of last Congress for the further regula- 
tion of the Militia, was defective in several particulars, &c., 
praying that this Congress would devise some remedy 
therefor, was tead, and ordered a second reading. 

The Committee appointedsto prepare an Ordinance for 
regulating the former Minute Depaflment of Milita, and 
incorporating the same with the Standing Militia, reported 
the same, which was read, and ordered a second reading, 

The engrossed Ordinance for directing the made and fix» 
ing the time for the election of Deputics to serve in Pro- 
vincial Congress for this Colony ; and also to ascertain the 
qualification of Electors, &c., was read and compared, 

Resolved, ‘Chat the samo do pnss, 

Agreeable to Cortificate, 

Ordered, That the following persons be Officers of a 
Company in the Second Regiment of Ieot Militia, in the 
County of Somerset, under the command of Abraham 
Quick, Esq., Colonel, viz: William Churchill LTous(on, 
Captain; Aaron Longstreet, First Licutenant; Zebulon 
Barton, Second Lieutenant; and James Stoekion, Musign. 

The Township Committee of Amuell, in the County of 
Ehinterdon, having mado retuin of the persons iho signs 
ed, and of those who refused to sign the General Associa- 
tion of this Colony, 

Ordered, That the samo bo filed, 


The draft of an Ordinance for numbering the Inhabitants 
of this Colony, pursuant to the direction of the Continen- 
tal Congress, was read the second time,and after gertain 
amendments, was agreed to, and ordeied to bo engrossed, 


Resolved, That Samuel Tucker and John Dennis, Es- 
quires, ‘Treasurers of this Colony, shall each of them give 
bond, with security, for tho faithful performance of their 
office, in the sum of ten thousand Pounds, to John Meth- 
ertll, Hendrick Iisher, Abraham Clark, John Hart, Isaae 
Pearson, and Augustine Stevenson, Esquires, and the sur- 
vivors of them, in trust for the said Colony. 


Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o’clock, 


‘Tharsday, February 29, 1776, 

Met according to adjournment, 

The Continental Congress having desired this Congress 
to give directions for conveying the Baggngo belonging to 
the prisoners taken at St, John’s, from Pallpacie, in this 
Colony, to Lancaster, in tho Province of Pennsylvania, 

Ordered, That Colonel Martin and Major Brown, be, 
and they hereby are directed to carry the above requisi+ 
tion into effect. ‘ 


. 
The Congress having resumed the consideration of the 
an of instituting a Court of Admiralty ii this Colony, 
Resolved, That the erection of such Court be deferred 
until some future day ; but as it is haghly expedient imme- 
diately to determine upon the scizaye of the Ship Blue» 
Mouninin- Valley, that this Congress will proceed to the 
decision thereof ta-mortow, at two o’clock in the afternoon, 
On motion, Agreed, That the President write to the 
Chairman of the Committee of Elizabethtown, desiring 
that he would causa such witnesses as thay beenecessary, 
respecting the above capture, to appear before Vongress at 
the time aforementioned, ‘ 
The Committee appointed to prepare an Ordinande for: 
defraying incidental chargés, reported the same ; which was 
read, and ordered a second reading, a 


Adjourned (o three o’clock, in the afternoon, =? *' 


e 


+ 


1605 NEW-JERSEY PROVINCIAL 


Met according to adjournment. 

Mr, Coachey, appoined an Ensign in Captain Ross's 
Company, having declined accepting said appointinent, the 
Congress proceeded to the election of an Ensign, when 
George Cottnam was elected. 

The draft of an Ordinance for regulating the former 
Minute Department of Militia, and incorporating the same 
with the standing Militia, was read the second time, and, 
after Sundry amendments, was agrecd to, and ordered to be 
engrosssd. 

Adjourned till nine o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


Friday, March 1, 1776, 

Met according to adjournment, 

The Congress having resumed the consideration of tho 
charge exhibited against Peter Vroom, 

Resolved, That said Peter Vroom pay the costs of the 
present prosecution, to be taxed by the Township Com- 
mitice of Piscataway, and give obligation, with surety, to 
the Chairman of said Committee, in the sum of one hundred 
and filty Pounds, for his good behaviour in future; that he 

ield up to said Chairman all his arms, and weapons of 
defence, to remain in custody of said Chairman, until the 
said Committee shall deem it proper to redeliver them ; and 
on non-compliance herewith, that said Vroom be commit- 
ted to the keeper of the common Jail of the County of 
Middlesex, who is hereby ordered to keep him in close 
confineinent, during such non-compliance, 

The Congress proceeded to the election of Ofticers for 
the two Companies of Artillery, when tho following per- 
sons were chosen: 

Frederick Frelinghuysen, Captain; Daniel Netl, Cap- 
tain-Lieutenant; Zhomas Clark, First Lieutenant; and 
John Heard, Second Licutenant, of the Eastern Company, 
Samuel Huge, Captain; Zhomas Newark, Capt Laes 
tenant; Joho Westcott, Hirst Lieutenant ; and Joseph Day- 
ton, Second Lieutenant, of the Western Company. 

Ordered, 'Vhat Mr. Carey and Mr. Clarie be a Cam- 
mitteo to prepare an Ordinance for raising wo Companies 
of Artillery in this Colony, and providing for their pay and 
subsistence, . 

Ordered, Thit Mr, Carey and Mr. Claris be a Com- 
mittee to draw the form of anBond to be executed by the 
‘Treasureis. 

Mr. Dennis presented" to this Congress the Honourable 
John Stevens's receipt for the Treasury Chest; which was 
read; and ordored to be filed, and is in the words following: 

“ Received of John Dennis, Bsq., the ‘lveasury Chest of 
the Enstern Division of New-Jersey, lately retnoved fiom 
Porth-Amboy, and deposited with Mr, Dennis, by order of 
Congress; which Chest is now locked, and the key remain- 
ing in the hands of tho Treasurer, John Sinyth, Esq. The 
Treasury Chest aforesaid, with its contents, [ received into 
my charge for the purposes mentioned in Mr, Sinyth’s let 
ter,of the 26th of February, directed to, and in the posses. 
sion of the Congress of New-Jersey. Dated the twenty- 
eighth day of February, Anno Domini 1776, 

; “Joun Srevens.” 


u 


On motion, an Ordinanco for paying a bounty on Salt- 
petro, and common Salt, manufactured in New-Jersey, and 
for purchasing Saltpetre, was brought in and read, and 
ordered a Second reading, 


Adjourned to three o’clock, in the afternoon. 


Met according to adjournment, 

The Ordinance for paying a bounty on Saltpetre, and 
common Salt, manufactured in New-Jersey, &c., was read 
the second time, and several amendments being thereunto 
made, the same was agreed to, and ordered to be engrossed, 

The Committee appainted to draw the draft of an Ordi- 
nance for saising two Artillery Companies in New-Jersey, 
and providing for their pay and subsistence, brought in the 
same, which was read, and ordered a second reading. 

Agreed, That John Dennis, Esq., send the Records of 
the Surveyor-General’s Officd, to the house of Petey 
Schenck, lusq. 

Ordered, That John Dennis and Mr, Dunham Le a 

* 
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Committee to adjust and settle the Accounts of Powder 
furnished the Earl of Stirling, by Somerset, Brunswick, 
Woodbridge, and Elizabethtown, and to repay tho.same 
aut of the half ton sont this Congross by the honourable 
Continental Congress. ‘That said Committee aro to keep 
the surplus in their hands on account; and to report to the 
next Congress or Committea of Safety, 

Agreeable to Order, the Congress took under considera- 
tion the capture of the Ship Blve-Mountain- Valley, and 
having heard and examined the proofs respecting the same, 
postponed the decision until to-morrow morning. 


Adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


Saturday, Marsh 2, 1776, 

Met according to adjournment, 

The draft of an Ordinance for raising two Companies 
of Artillery, and providing for their pay and subsistence, 
was read the second time; and being amended, was agreed 
to, and ordered to be engrossed, 


The Congress proceeded to the determination of the 
prize ship, Blue-Mountain- Valley, now lying at Hlizabeth~ 
town-Point, lately seized by Lord Stirling, with detach- 
ments of the Continental Forces and Militia : And, it 
appearing by the testimony of credible witnesses, upon their 
oaths, that the said ship, John HZ, Dempster, master, sailed 
from London some time Inst fall, laden with stores, ship- 
ped by order of the Right TWonourable the Lords Com- 
missioners of Ilis Majesty’s Treasury, bound to tho port of 
Boston, or any other port in America: Tho said cargo, by 
tho bill of loading, dated tho 80th day of September, 177, 
to be delivered unto the Commander-in-chief of Lis Majos+ 
ty’s orees in America, or to his order, And the honour- 
able Continental Congress, having previous to tho taking 
the aforesaid ship, 

“Resolucd, That all transport Vossols in the samo service, 
having on board any Troops, Arms, Ammunition, Clothing, 
Provisions, or Military or Naval Stores, of what kind 
soever, and all Vessels to whomsoever belonging, that shall 
be employed in carrying Provisions or other necessaries, to 
the British Army or Armies, or Navy, that now are, or 
hereafter shall be within any of the United Colonies, or 
any Goods, Wares, or Merchandise, for the uso of such 
Ficet or Army, shall be liable to scizure, and, with their 
cargoes, shall be confiscated.” 

tis, therefore, Resolved, That the said Ship Blne- 
Mountain- Valley, with such of her Cargo, as was shipped 
by order of the said Lords Commissioners of His re ee 
Troasury, directod, as by said bills of londing, to be delivered 
at the port of Boston, or olsewhere, unto the Commander. 
in-chief of His Majesty’s Foreos in Ameries, ov to his 
order, shall be and is hereby confiscated to the uso of tho 
captors, pursuant to the genoral directions for distribution, 
resolvod on by tho said honourable Continental Congress, 

Resolved, ‘Vat the said Ship and Cargo be disposed of 
by any two agents, or persons, to bo chosen, the ove by 
Lord Stirding, and the other by the Committee of Hiza- 
bethtown. 

Resolved, That all the necessary charge and oxponse, 
which havo arisen, by guarding and securing said prize, 
and supporting the Seamen, be first deducted gut of the 
nett proceeds of such sales. 

Resolved, That the amount of the sales of the Ship and 
Cargo (the expense and charge of guarding and securing 
the same, and supporting the Seamen being first deducted 
and paid thereout) be divided among all the captors, as well 
those of the Militin sent out by the Committes of Efiza- 
bethtown, as such of the Continental Forces as were ein- 
ployed in that service under Lord Stirling ; that tho said 
distribution be mado among the Officers, Privates, and to 
tho Vessels omployed in said capture, in such manner as is 
usually distributed in the neighbouring Calonies, agveogble 
to tho Resolutions of tho Continental Congress. 4 

Resolved, That all such Goords, Wares, and’ Métehan-’ 
de on board said Ship, belonging to tho Captalif Mates, 
and Seamen, as their, or cither of thelt éwn 'private pro- 
pertics, be reserved for the proprietors’ thereof, and deli- 
vered to them free of all costs and.eductions, ; 

_ Resolved, That the Captain and ‘Seamén belonging to 
said Ship when seized, be suffered to go to any place they. 
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thay think proper (His Majesty’s fleet or army only ex- 
cepted.) ' 

ot) as Congress recommend to the captors of said 
Ship, to make some gratuity to each of the Seamen on 
board, to enable them to travel to some other parts in pur- 
suit of business, 

The draft of a Letter to the Commitice of Safety of 
Pennsylvania, in answer to their Letter respecting raising 
Artillery Companies in this Province, was read, and agreed 
to, and ordered to be engrossed ; which was done accord- 
ingly, and is in the words following : 

GentLemen : ‘The Congress haye taken into their serious 
consideration the impoitant matters recommended to them 
by your letter of 5th ultimo. 

Iris with pleasure that this Congress find that you have 
taken so ver'y necessary a step, as to cause a survey to be 
made of the Jersey-Shore upon the River Delaware; and 
this Congress concur with you in opinion, that the neces- 
sity of making an early provision to guard both shores 
against cominon danger, is a measure of the highest im- 
portance, and requires immediate consideration. 

. This Congvess very gratefully acknowledges tho patrio- 
tick tender you have been pleased to make of your service, 
in giving or receiving mutual assistance, as the circumstan- 
ces and situation of things may require; and this Congress 
will most cheerfully co-operate with you, in promoting all 
such measures as may be best calculated to advance the 
common cause, 

In pursuit of this plan, this Congress have agreed to 
raise forthwith two companies of Artillery, and to purchase 
twelve field-pieces, for the defence of this Colony, to be sta- 
tioned one half in East-Jersey, and tho other half in Hest- 
Jersey. Butas itis probable, that the officers appointed to 
the command of these companies may havo occasion for 
soma instruction, to improve them in the art of gunnery, 
this Congress, in such casa, will rely upon your friendly de- 
clarations of affording such assistance as may be required. 

With regard to the purchase of cannon, the Committee 
appointed by this Congress have orders (o procure them 
on the best terms; and this Committee we recommend to 
your attention, if it should be found necessary to give you 
any (urthar trouble in the management of this aftair, 

. This Congress have made provision for paying a bounty 
of one shilling per pound for such merchantable saltpetre 
as shall be made in this Colony before the first day of Ja~ 
nuary next, Bat should it bo found necessary for any per- 
sons to acquire more practical knowledge of the art of 
making this necessary article, this Congress will ia such 
case most gladly accept your obliging offer, and give a 
recommendation to such persons accordingly. 

By order, &e. 

The engrossed Ordinance for numbering the Inhabitants 
of this Colony, was read and compared, 

_ Resolved, ‘That the same do pass, 

The engrossed Ordinance for disbanding Minute-Men, 
8c., was rend and compared. 

Resolved, That the same do pass. 

This Congress have before them a certified copy of a 
Letter Intely wrote by Cortlandt Skinner, Tisq., Attorney- 
General of this Colony, to his brother, Colonel Sfinner, 
in Great Britain, containing many sentiments and expres- 
sions prejudicial to the peace and welfare of the United 
Colonies. 

And whereas, by a law of this Colony, passed the last 
session of General Assembly, a salary was provided fory 
and granted to the said Attorney-General, under confidence 
of his friendly disposition towards the interests of this Pro- 
vines ; which confidence, from the (enourof said Letter, no 
longer subsists ; and Mr. Siinner having left the Colony, 
ceases to perform the duty of his office. This Congress, 
therefore, as a duty they owe their constituents, request 
the Treasurers of this Colony, and each of them, to stop 
all payments of Salary to the said Cortland Sirinner, until 
this Congress shall give farther order thereon. % 
. Adjourned to three o’clock, in the afternoon. 

” Met according to adjournment: 


phe engrossed Ordinance for raising two Companies of 
Atlilfery, and providing for their pay and subsistence, was 
r8ad‘and compared. aoe 


NEW-JERSEY PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, MARCH, 1776. 


1608 


Resolved, That the same do pass. 


The honourable Continental Gongress having recom- 
mended to this Congtoss to provide Carringes for transpoit- 
ing Baggage and Military Stores through this Colony : In 
compliance wherewith, it is 

Resolved, ‘Chat the Treasurers of this Colony, appoint- 
ed by Congress, or either of them, do doposito the sum “of 
twenty-five Pounds, Proclamation money, in the hands of 
each of the Chairmen of the Commitices of the Courties of 
Bergen, Lssew, Middlesex, Lunterdon, and Sussex, taking 
proper ieceipts for the same, to be at the disposal of the 
respective Committees of the Counties aforesaid, to be by 
thein laid out and applied in paying the expense of Bag- 
gage-Wagons employed in this Colony ; for which money 
the Chairman of said respective Committees shall be ac- 
countable to the Congress of this Colony, or Committee of 
Safety, and shall render truc accounts of their disburse+ 
ments, when and as often as thereunto required. 


The engrossed Ordinance for paying a bounty on Salt- 
petre and common Salt, manufactured in New-Jersey, and 
for purchasing Saltpetre, was read and compared, 

Resolved, That the same do pass. 7 

The Ordinance to provide for the payment of Incidental 
Charges, was read the second time, agreed ta, and ordered 
to be engrossed. Tho aforesnid Ordmanee being engross- 
ed, was read aud compared. 

Resolved, ‘hat the same do pass. 

Azariah Dunkam brought from the Continental Con« 
gress their determination upon the application of this Con- 
gross for Forces to be stationed in this Colony; which, 
being rend, is in tho words following : ' 

“ Application being made to Congress, by the Conven- 
tion of New-Jersey, for two moro Battalions, and two Com- 
panies of Artillery, to be raised in that Colony, and the 
same being referred (on Committeo, on tho Report of the 
said Committee, the Congress did not agree to thé raising 
any more Battalions or Companies in that Colony, 

“ Mareh 4, 1776." “ Coanuus Tomson, 


On motion, Resolved, That a Letter of Instruction to 
the Delegates of this Province in Continental Congress, be! 
immediately prepared and sent to them, A draft of which 
being produced, was read and agreed to, fad is as {ohows: 

Gestiomen: You must bt sensible that this Congress 
are extremely destitute of the means of information, com- 
pared with your body, and, of cotfrse, unnblo to point out 
any certain line of conduct for you to pursue, Your de- 
liberations inust no doubt be formed upon the measures 
of the British Ministry, which are uncertain, extraordinary, 
and new alniost every week. We, therefore, only request 
that you would join in the ganeral voice of the United Co# 
lonies, and pursue such measures ns you may judge most 
beneficial for the publick good of all the Colonies. \ 

By order, &a, 

This Congress, sensible of the extreme scarcity of Blan- 
kets now wanted for the Continental Iorces, do recom-' 
mend it to all tho inhabitants of this Colony, who may 
havo any good Blankots that they can possibly spare, to 
dispose of the same to the Commissary on reasonable 
terms, for the use of said Forces. 

Resolved, That John Anderson, of New-York, be em- 
ployed to print the Minutes and Ordinances of this sitting, 
and that the President sign an Order for the same ; and. 
that the Treasurers of this Colony, or’ either of them, pay 
to the said John Anderson, so much as Abraham Clarle 
and Lewis Ogden, Esquires, shall qgrtify that they have 
agreed shall be paid for printing the same, 

The Congress adjourned to the fourth Monday in May 
next, then fo meet at Burlington, unless sooner called by 
the President or Vice-President. 


—_— 


Aln Ordinance directing the manner of signing the @ene- 
ral Association, by persons of tender conscitnces, and 
enforcing the same; and, also, for dmending the Militia 
Ordinance, passed at the last session of this Congress, 


_ Although it is not the design of this Congress to off 
violence (0 conscience, yet it is highly necessary that: all 
the inhabitants of this Colony should ‘associate, ag far a8 
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their religious principles will permit. It is, therefore, re- 
solved and directed, that all persons, whose religious prin- 
ciples would not suffer them to bear arms, and to sign the 
General Association of this Colony, recommended by Con- 
gress in its original form, may be allowed to sign the same, 
with the following proviso: “I agree to the above Asso- 
ciation, as fur as the same is consistent with my religious 
principles.” 

And it ts further Resolved and Directed, That all per- 
sons who, when requested to sign the Association, with the 
proviso aforesaid, shall refuse to do so, shall be disurmed, 
and give sufficient security for their peaceable and good 
behavigur, paying the expense attending the sarne; and 
the Committees of the several Countics and ‘Townships 
are hereby required forthwith to tender the snid Associa- 
tion to all who have hitherto refused or neglected to sign 
it, and to carry the above Resolution into eflect : Provided, 
always, That if any person shall think himself aggrieved 
by any sentence of a Township Committee, ho may, on 
giving security to prosecute the same to effect, and paying 
such costs and charges as the said Committee shall adjudge 
thereon, appeal to the Committee of the County wherein 
suchy Township is situated, which County Committee is 
hereby required and fully empowered to hear the complaint 
of the appellant, and decide upon the same; and if any 
person shall think himsolf aggrieved by any sentence of a 
County Committeo, le may, on giving security, and pay- 
ing costs as aforesaid, appeal therefiom {o this Congress : 
Provided, always, That the said Committees may confine 
any person, notwithstanding his offer of security, who, in 
their opinion, may, when permitted to go at large, prove 
dangerous to the common cause. 

‘And whereas, the late Militia Ordinanco of this Con- 

gress hath not made any provision for subjecting such of 
the Inhabitants of this Colony, between the ages of sixtean 
and fifty years, whose religious principles will not suffer 
them to-bear arms, to any penalty for not attending, and 
obeying orders, on the days to be appointed for General 
Musters, or Reviews, aud it being highly equitable and just 
that, at this time of publick danger, all such inhabitants of 
this Colony should bear an equal proportion of the publick 
expenses, as an equivalent for an exemption from bearing 
arms: =. 
+ 1%, thorefor®, further Resolved and Directed, That 
there shall be inflicted on allesuch of the inhabitants of this 
Colony, between tho ages of sixteen and fifty years, whose 
religious principles will ot suffer them to bear arms, and 
who shall not hereafter attend, properly accoutred, and obey 
orders, on the terms (o be appointed far dic General Muster, 
or Review, of the Regiments of Militia in this Colony, tho 
sum of ten Shillings, Proclamation moncy, for each and every 
default, any thing in the before-recited Ordinance contained 
to the contrary notwithstanding ; to be iecovered, and ap- 
plied, by warrant of distress, in manner aud form as directed 
by the said recited Ordinance: Provided, always, "Chat 
the times go, ns aforesaid, to be appointed for days of Ge- 
neral Muster, or Review, do not exceed three days in 
year; and that »reasonable excuses shall be admitted for 
such delinquents’ non-attendance, by such persons who 
shall be appointed to issue warrants of distress for the re- 
covery of such penalties. 

Aud whereas, vacancies have, and may happen, in com- 
panics of Militia in this Colony, by the promotion, resig- 
nation, dgath, remoyal, or other disability, of the Captain, 
or other Officers, of such Companies: For supplying which 
vacancies, * 

Rt is Further Resolved and Direeted, That cach and every 
Coripany where such vacancies have, or may happen, 
shall, within ten days after such vacancy happens, or such 
Company sball have notice of this Resolve, assemble, and 
elect proper persons for supplying such vacancy, and make 
return thereof to the Committee of the Township to which 
they helong, who are to report tho same to this Congress, 
ot Comusittee of Safety, in order that commissions may 
jssud} ang in cuse such Company shall neglect to clect 
Officers within the time above Fitted, or in case any per- 
son, or persons, so elected, shall neglect to make the afore- 
said“teturh at the next meeting of the Committee there- 
after, that then, and in suchi casa, the said Committee shall 
Rame and appoint proper persons to be commissioned as 
aforesaid ; or; otherwise, such Cominittee, upon the neglect 
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of the said Company, or Companies, to elect persons to be 
commissioned as aforesaid, may, if they think it advisable 
to, dissolye such Company, and incorporating the persons 
composing tha same into other Companies contiguous 
thereto, in which Companies they sball be enrolled, and 
bear arms, under the fines and penalties in the Ordinance 
directed for non-altendancs. 

And wheeas, by the said former Ordinance, no distine~ 
tion is made between those who sign the Muster-Rolls,’ 
and those who do not sign the same, it is hereby declared, 
that no distinction is intended ; but that all those who re- 
fuse to sign such Muster-Roll, within the ages mentioned, 
(except such persons whose religious principles will not 
suffer them to bear arms,) shall be enrolled, and bo sub-, 
ject to the same command, and liable to the same fines 
and forfeitures for neglect of duty, as those are who sign 
such Muster-Roll. 


An Ordinance for appointing Barrackmasters in this Pro- 
vince, and making provision for defraying the expense 
of repairing said Barracks, 

Whereas, the Barracks heretofore crected in this Colo- 
ny have, for some time past, been neglected, and by that 
means much out of repair, which tho circumstances of the 
present times require to be immediately put in order, for 
the reception of such of tho Continental Forces as have 
been, or uy be raised in this Colony, or quartered in the 
same; For which purpose, and that said Barracks may, in 
future, be taken proper caro of, and suitably provided with 
necessary furniture, 

Tt is Resolved, That the following persons be, and are 
hereby appointed Barrackmnasters, viz: Isaac Moodruff 
and Ldward Thomas, Vsquives, for the Barracks in Liza- 
bethtown; Samuel Sergeant and Jonathan Deare, Esquives, 
for the Bairacks in Perth- Amboy; Hendrick disher and 
John Schwurman, Esquites, for the Barracks in New-Bruns- 
wie; Alewander Chambers and William Tucker, Ess 
quires, for the Barracks in Trenton and Thomas Rods 
man and Samuel Llowe, Esquires, for the Barracks in 
Burlington; which said Barrackmasters, in each respec~ 
tive towns before-named, are hereby authorized and em- 
powored to take the care and charge of the Barracks over 
which they are above particularly appointed, and cause the 
samo to be put in proper repair, and provided with sult- 
able furniture for the reception of such Continental or Pro- 
vinelal troops as may occasionally be quaitered therein, 
provided such Barvack furniture can be procured on rea~ 
sonable terms; and, also, that they, respectively, settle 
and discharge the expenso of all such ropairs as have been 
lately made, or are now making on the Barracks, to the 
caro of which they are particulaily appointed ; and the 
Treasurers of this Colony appointed by Congress, or eithar 
of thom, are required to pay to the said respective Bavrack~ 
masters, or aither of thom, out of the money to be made 
ciurent by an Ordinance of this Congress, all such sum 
and sums of maney as they, or cithor of them, may find 
necessary for the purposes aforesaid, not exceeding the sum 
of two hundred Pounds, Proclamation money, for cach of 
said Barraoks, in one years and tho said ‘Treasurers shall 
take proper receipts (or the money so by them, or either of 
them, paid out as aforesaid, which receipts, when laid before 
a Congress of this Province, or persons properly“anthorized 
thereto, shall discharge the said ‘Treasurers, their hairs, ex- 
ecutors, and administrators, for all such sums by them, oi 
gither of them, paid out as aforesaid ; and the said Barrack- 
masters, and each of them, are hereby required to ronder a 
true account, to this or a future Congress, of all moneys 
by them received and expended, pursuant to the direeson 
of this Ordinance, who shall be allowed n reasonable com~ 
pensation for their time and trouble in exceuting the afore« 


sald trust. 


itt 

An Ordinance for exempting persons who inlist df tie 
service af the United Colonies from arvante , 

# Whereas, the speedy and effectual roojut tit of tho . 
Forces for the defence of the United Colonies, is in- the 
present situation of affairs, of great inppoytanée fo the abou 
rity and defonce of the said Colic And whereas, the 
subjecting soldiers to arrests. fr squall debts. tetids gréatly 
to retard and obstruct the séryice: 
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his, therefore, Ordered and Directed by this Congress, 
That any person who shall inlist himself, and enter as a 
soldier in any of the Companies of the Continental Forces, 
and doth not owe more nl thirty-five dollars to any one 
creditor, or upwards of one hundred and fifty doflars, in the 
whole, to all his ereditors, then the person of the inlisted 
shall be free fiom all arrests in civil actions, during the time 
of his service as aforesaid; and those who aro in custody, 
éither on mesne process or execution, and do not owe as 
afovesatd, shall be discharged, under the hands and seals of 
any of the Judges of the County wheie any such person, 
or persons, shall be so imprisoned; and the goods and 
effects of all such debtors shall be free from attachments, 
executions, and other legal process, during the aforesaid 
service: Provided, always, That such goods and effects 
shall not be removed out of the city, town, or precinct, 
where the persons inlisted resided when they did inlist, 
during the time limited as aforesaid; and upon full proof 
of any attempt to remove the said goods and effects out of 
the city, town, or precinct, as aforesaid, then the said goods 
and effects shall be liahle to the same process as the Jaws 
have already provided for; and in case the said peison, or 
persons, so inlisted, shall or do, after the publication of this 
Ordinance, or after the time of such inlisting, by any deed 
or deeds, power or powers of attoyney, make sale of, or 
empower others, in his or thei) absence, or during the time 
so timited as aforesaid, make sale of his or their goods and 
chattels, lands and tenements, to any person, or persons, 
whatsoever, whereby the creditor, 02 creditors, of such 

erson, or persons, so inlisting as aforesaid, shall or may 

e defauded or deprived of their just debts, all and every 
such deed, or deeds, and solos, made by any such person, 
or persons, or by virtue of his, or their, power or powers 
of attorney, as aforesaid, shall be void and of none effect ; 
and such goods and chattels, lands and tenements, shall, 
nevertheless, be liable to bo proceeded against hy attach= 
ment, or any other legal process, at the suit of any creditor, 
or creditors, of such person, or persons; any thing in this 
Ordinance to the contary thereof, in any wise, notwith- 
standing, 


An Ordinance for striking the sum of Fifty Thousand 
Pounds five Shillings, in Bills of Credit, for the pur- 
poses therein mentioned, and directing the manner of 
sinking the sane, 


Whereas, it is prudent, not only to make provision for put- 
ting the Province into such state of defence as the present 
situation thereof seems to require, but, also, to have such 
sum of money in the Treasury as may probably be sufli- 
cient to answer fuure exigencies and contingent charges: 
And whereas, the sum of thirty thousand Pounds, directed 
to be issued by an Ordinance passed at the last sitting of 
this Congress, hath not, as yet, been printed; and as the 
same may not be sufficient to answer the purposes aforesaid, 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That the said Ordinance be 
null, void, and vacated, (0 all intents and purposes what- 
soever'; and, in lieu thereof, 

It is Resolved, Ordained, and Directed, That the sum 
of fifty thousand Pounds five Shillings, in Bills of Credit of 
this Province, be, as soon as possible, prepared, printed, 
and made as follows, viz: ning thousand five hundred Bills, 
each of the value of three Pounds; ten thousand Bills, 
each of the value of one Pound ten Shillings; six thousand 
six hundred and sixty-seven Bills, each of the value of fif= 
tean Shillings ; and five thousand Bills, each of the value of 
six Shillings ; which Bills shall be in the form following, 
to wits 

“his Bill, by an Ordinance of the Provincial Congress, 
shal.pass current in all payments within the Colony of 

ewedersey, for sss. eee see as «Proclamation money, 

«Dated the 20th day of February, 1776,” 

And shall Ge impressed with such devices as the inspec- 
tors of the press; herainafter appointed, shall direct; and, 
when printed, shall_be delivered to Hendrick Isher and 
Azqriah Dunham, Esquires, of the Eastern Division, 
to John Hart and Samuel Howe, Requires, of the Western 
Division, four of the signers thereof, inequal mojeties ; one 
miiety to be signed by the Treasurer, and signers of the 
Egstera Division ;, and the other moiety, by the Treasurer 
and figeets of (he Westera Division. And the sid signers 


NEW-JERSEY PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, MARCH, 1776. 


1612 


are hereby authorized and required, upon delivery of the 
said Bills by the Printer thereof, to administer to him, and 
ho is heroby directed’ and required to take an onth or affix 
mation, in the following words: 

“J, A, B,, do declare, that from,the timo the letters were 
set, and fit to be put into the press, for the printing the 
Bills of Credit now by me delivered, until the sama Bils 
were printed, and the lotters unset and put into the boxes 
again, 1 went at no time out of the room in whieh the said 
leiters were, without locking them up, 80 that they could 
not be come at without violence, a false key, or other art 
then unknown to mo; and therefore, to the best of my 
knowledge, no copies were printed off but in my presence ; 
and that all the blotters and other papers whatsoever, print 
ed by the said letter, while set for printing tho said Bills, 
to the best of my knowledge, are hee delivered, together 
with the stamps for the indents and devices ; and that 1 
have not nt any time been privy, or consenting to any other 
or more Bills being struck than [ now deliver; and that, in 
all things relating to this affhir, L hqyve demoanod myself 
according to the true intent and meaning of the Ordinance, 
by virtue whereof this money is printed, to the best of my 
knowledge and understanding.” a 

Which Printer, at the time he is ordered to print the 
said Bills, shall have a copy of this oath or affirmation, that 
he may govern himself accordingly; Provided, always, that 
if any accident has happened, ho may havo tho Siberty of 
making an exception thereof in his oath ov affirmation, he 
declaring fully ow it was, 

Antlit is further Resolved and Direeted, That the Bills 
mado ewrrent hy this Ordinance, shall bo nearly the size 
and likeness of the Bills now current in this Colony, and 
shall bo signed and numbered by the respective persons 
herein before appointed signers thoreof's and in case of their, 
or either of theiv deaths, or other disability, then Joseph 
Luge, of the Western Division, and John Covonhovon, of 
aaa Division, are hereby appointed signeisof said 

ills. 

And jn order that the said Bills may be numbered and. 
signed with the less charge and risk, and with the most 
ease and ex pealians the said signers ave to observe tho 
divections following, to wit: 

First: Befoye the snid signers do receive any of the snid 
Bills, they shall each of them take an onthp(or aftirmetion, 
if Saalerts) before a Justica,of the Pence, for the true 
signing of the said Bills of Credit; and that they will sign 
no more, or no other Bills, than by this Ordinance is di- 
veeted; and that, to the best of their skill, they will per- 
form what, by this Ordinance, they are enjoined as their 
duty. A certificate of which oath, or afirmation, is to be 
signed by the Justice, and by tho deponents and affirmants, 
is delivered tu the Treasurers with the Bills, when signed 

y them, 

Secondly: On reesiving the Bills from the Printor, the 
said signers shall burn and destroy the blotters, aud they 
shall divide the fair Bills so received into two equal parts; 
and to avoid confusion, shall ngreo betwixt themselves how 
the parts of each shall bo numbered; and the signers for 
the Eastern Division shall take the stamps for the escut- 
cheons, and the signers for tho Western Division shall take 
the stamps for the ornaments. 

Thirdly: Ench of the signers may then carry his part to 
his own house, there 10 be numbered and signed by bim 
with all possible expedition ; which, ov such part as is then 
necessary, being done, they shall meet at a day and place 


by them to be appointed, and agreed on, and erch deliver 


the part numbered and signed by him to the other, in or- 
der for him to sign the same; and they shall then together 
burn and destroy the Bills, if any be over and above the 
number hereby appointed to be issued, and, in like man- 
ner, shall do from (ime to time, until all are signed and 
exchanged. 

Fourthly: Each of the said signers may then carry the 
part of the Bills aforesaid, so delivered to them by the other 
to thei respective houses, to be signed with all possible ex» 


and® pedition; and when signed, in any sums, from tint to time 


to be delivered to the Treasurer of the ‘division where the 
signers live, and the stamps fpr the escutcheons, and ‘orna- 
ments, taking receipts of the respective T'reasusers, for the 
sums 0 delivered ; which, when produced, shall be suffi-# 
cient to discharge the said signers, respectively, their heirs, | 


1613 


executors, and administrators, from such parts of the said 
Bills as the receipts do express. “ 

And itis further ResOlved and Directed, That the said 
Treasurers shall, respectively, sign the said Bills to them 
delivered ; and, under the obligation of their oaths, or aflir- 
mations, for the due execution of their offices, pay them 
out accordingly, as they shall be directed, by this or any 
future’ order of the Provincial Congress, or Committee of 
Safety, of this Colony, and no otherwise. 

And itis further Resolved and Directed, That tho Bills 
of Cradit to be made and issued by virtue of this Ordi- 
nance, shall pass current, unul the Qlst day of December, 
which will be in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven 
handref and ninety-one, and shall be received in the said 
Treasuries, until the expiration of six months after the time 
Jast mentioned, 

And itis further Resolved and Directed, That Samuel 
Tucker, Hendrick Fisher, Richard Smith, John Pope, and 
James Starling, Tesquives, or any two of them, ave hereby 
authorized and directed to agree with the Printer for the 
price to be paid him for printing tho Bills according to the 
directions of this Ordinance, and shall be, and are hereby 
appointed Inspectors of the Press, to take care that the 
Printer of the Bills of Credit doth duly perform the duty 
hereby enjoined him. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That there 
shall be paid to the Printer of the said Bills of Credit, such 
sum or sums of money for printing them, as the said In- 
spectors, or any two of thern, shall certify under their hands, 
they had agread to pay him for that service; and there 
shall be paid to the Treasurers, Inspectors, and Signers, 
such reward for their trouble, as tho Congress or Commit- 
tee of Safety for this Colony, shall deem reasonable, All 
which sums of money shall bo paid by tho Treasurers, or 
elther of them, out of the money made cwrent by virtue 
of this Ordinance, and shall tako proper receipts for the 
same; which receipts, when laid before, and approved by 
the Provincial Congress, ar Committec of Sabety, shall 
discharge the said ‘Treasurers, their heirs, executors, and 
administrators, for all sums by them puid pursuant to this 
Ordinance. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, 'That the said 
sum of fifty thousand Pounds five Shillingswhen printed 
and signed as aforesnid, shall be delivered, one-half thereof 
to the Treasurer appointed by the Congress of New-Jerscy, 
for the Eastern Division, and the other half to the 'Trea- 
surer appointed as aforasuid, for the Western Division of 
this Colony; and each of the said Treasurers is hereby 
directed iminediately afier receiving suid Bills, to sign as 
many of them as shall amount unto the sum of one thou- 
sand Pounds; and tho said ‘Tyeagurers, shall, respectively, 
from time to time, procecd to sign such further part of the 
said sum of fifiy thousand Pounds five Shillings, as shall bo 
sufficient to answer the publick uses of this Colony, ready 
to ho issued as aforesaid ; Provided, that not more than one 
thousand Pounds shall, after the issuing the above sums, 
be, at any one time, remaining in the hands of either of 
said Treasurers, signed by them as aforesaid. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That Messrs, 
Filion Pucker, Abraham Efunt, Joseph Ellis, and Alex- 
ander Chambers be, and they are hereby appointed Com- 
missioners for the Western Division; and that LZendrick 
Fisher, Azariah Dunham, Abraham Clarke, and Caleb 
Camp be, and they are hereby appointed Commissioners 
for the Eastern Division of this Colony; which said Com- 
missioners, wr the major part of them, are hereby author- 
ized and directed to receive of the Treasurers of this Colony 
for the time being, appointed by this Congress, or either 
of then, all such sum or sums of money as they shall, from 
time to time, find necessary to expend for the use of this 
Colony, pursuant to the Resolutions hereinafter men- 
tioned. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the said 
Commissjoners he, and they are hereby authorizod and di- 
rected, to contract with Artificers for, or otherwise put- 
chase, thréa thousand stand of Arms, on the most reasonable 
terms they possibly‘can; and, also, to purchase ten tons 
of Gunpowder, twenty tons of Lead, one thousand Cartouch- 
Boxes, at any price, not exceeding nine Shillings each; a 

uantity of Flints, Brushes, Priming-Wire, and Cartridge 

‘aper, not exceeding one hundred Pounds in value; tivo 
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Chests of Medicine, with Chirargical Instruments, not ex- 
ceeding three hundred Pounds in value; four hundred 
Tents, with Camp Equipage, not excecding one thousind 
eight hundred and seventy Pounds in value; two thousand 
Blankets, not exceeding one thousand five hundred Pounds 
in value; a number of Axes, Spades, and other intrenchin 
tools, not excecding three hundred Pounds ju value; an 
a bain of Artillery, consisting of twelve field-pieces, of such 
sizes as the said Commissioners shall judge most advan- 
tageous for the defence of the Province, together with the 
necessary Carriages, Ball, Shot, and Equipments. 

And itis further Resolved and Directed, That the said 
Commissioners do supply the Troops of this Colony, when 
called to action in this or any of the neighbouring Colonies, 
with one month's subsistence, at one Shilling per day per 
man, or Provisions to that amount, if necessary: Provided, 
That the expense of such subsistence doth not exceed the 
stim of one thousand four handred Pounds in value, and 
one month’s pay for the Troops of this Colony, when call- 
ed into actual service; Provided, that the Continental Con- 
gress do not make provision for the same; And provided 
also, that the pay of such Troops doth not oxcoed the sum 
of four thousand Pounds in valuc. 

And itis further Resolved and Directed, That the Trea- 
strers of this Colony be, and they ao lereky enjoined to 
pay to the said Comnsissioners, ar to any (hee of them, of 
the astern, or any three of the Western Division, or their 
orders, respectively, all such sum or sums of money as they 
may find necessary to expend for the purposes aforesaid: 
Provided always, that no three Commissioners of either 
Division, shall draw out of tho Treasury, any greater sutn 
than shall be suflicient for the purchasing and providing 
one-half of the aticlos, the said Cominissioners are abova 
authorized to purchase and provide, unless a major part of 
the said Cominissioners give them joint orders therofor: 
And tho recoipt or receipts from tho said Commissioners, 
respectively, for moneys receivod by them in manner above 
directed, shall be sufficient vouchers and discharges to the 
said Treasurers, or cither of them, their executors and ad- 
ministrators, for all moneys by them paid pursuant to (his 
Ordinance. 

And in order that the said sum of fifty thousand Pounds 
five Shillings, may be duly sunk, and tho credit of the 
same thereby eflectually secured, 

ft is Resolved, Vhat the sum of ten thousand Pounds 
one Shilling, be levied and paid into the Treasury of this 
Colony, on the 21st day of December, in each and avery 
of the yanrs one thousand seven hundrad and elghty-seven ; 
one thousand seven hundred aud eigbty-eight; one (hou- 
sand seven hundred and aighty-pine; one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety; and ono thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-one: in order that the samo may be inspected, can- 
celled, burnt, and destroyed by the Congress of this Colo~ 
ny, or, in their recess, the Committco of Safety. 

And that the said sum of ten thousand Pounds one Shil- 
ling may bo raised on the several inhabitants of this Colo- 
ny in the most equitable manner, in ench of the aforesaid 
years, 

It ts Resolved, That the same be raised in manner fol- 
lowing: 

All Householders, the tax of whose rateable estate, ex- 
clusive of certainties, does not amount to six Shillings, shall 
be rated at the discretion of the Assessors, not*under two 
Shillings, nor above thirty Shillings. 

All Merchants and Shopkeepers shall be rated al the 
discretion of the Assessors, not under five Shillings, nor 
above twenty Shillings for the same. ; 

Every Ferry shall be rated at the discretion of the As- 
sessors, not under five Shillings, nor above five Pounds 

Every Coasting Sloop, Schooner, Shallop, Flat, Pas- 
snge-Boat, Pilot-Bont, Wood-Bont, and Periaugar, shall 
be rated at the discretion of the Assessors, in Pe bee ) 
their burden and business, not under three Shillings, por 
above thirty Shillings. ; ee 

Every Single Man, who works for hire, 9 Alchops’ a 
Horse, Mare, or Gelding, shall be rated, ndtvimgder! four 
Shillings, nor above ten Shillings, 1’ ‘ 

Every Single Man who works for bite, and does hot keep 
a Horse, Mare, or Gelding, shalt bara fad ,-niot under fo 
Shillings, nov above six Shillits s Provided always, That 
if aay Single Man, who jorks for hire, shall have any 
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estate hereinafter made rateable, the tax of which would 
amount td more than he is above directed to be rated at, 
he shall be rated for such estate only, 

Every hought Servant and Slave, being male, of sixteen 
years old and upwards (except such slaves as are not able 
to work) shall be rated the sum of two Shillings. 

Every Riding-Chair, or Kittereen, shall be rated the 
sum of one Shilling, 

_ Every two-horse Chaise, or Curricle, shall bo rated the 
sum of tivo Shillings. é 

Every four-wheel Chaise, or Pheton, shall be iated at 
tho sum of five Shillings, ‘. 

Every Coach, or Chariot, shall be rated thé sum of nine 
Shillings. 7 

Every Wagon, the body of which hangeth on springs, 
shall be rated the sum of two Shillings. 

All Cattle, Horses, Mares, and Geldings, of two years 

old and upwards, shall be estimated at eight Shillings each 
head. 
’ And the Assessors in each respective Township or Dis- 
twiet, shall, as nearly as may be, ascertain the teal value of 
all profitable tacts of Land, held by deed, patent, or sur- 
vey, including all the tenements, buildings, and other im- 
provements thereon ; and, in making the assessments there- 
of, the same shall be estimated at one-twentieth part of the 
yalue ascertained as aforesaid. 

All animproved tracts of Land, held by deed, patent, or 
survey, shall be valued and estimated as aforesaid, at the 
one-fortieth part of the real value thereof, 

Al! Mortgages, Bonds, Bills, and Notes at interest, which 
shall be deemed recoverable and of value, and due to the 
inhabitants of this Colony, shall be valued at one-twentieth 
part of the principal thereof. Provided always, that if 
any inhabjtant of this Colony shall pay interest for a part, 
or the whole of the sum he receives interest for, then, and 
in such case, he shall not be rated or assessed for any larger 
som than the sum he receives interest for, exceeds the sam 
he pays interest for, 

Every Hawker or Pedlar, travelling on foot, and expos- 
ing goads to sate ue pt such goods as are manufactured 
in the United Co oias) before he or she exposes any such 

‘ods to sqle, shall, over and above all other taxes, pay to 
the County Collector, who shall give a certificate therefor, 
‘the sum of six Shillings in each County, wherein the same 
are exposed to sale. 

Every Hawker or Ped)ar, travelling with a Horse or Car- 
ringe, and exposing goods to sale as aforesaid, shall in like 
manner, pay the sum of twelve Shillings, 

And itis further Resolved, That the said ten thousand 
Pounds one Shilling, directed to bo assessed in each and 
every of the five years before mentioned, shall be collected 
and paid into the Tieasury on or before the said 21st day 
of December, in each of the sald years, in tho proportions 
following, viz: 

_, By the County of Bergen, the sum of six hundred and 
a ae Pounds eight Shillings and two Pence, 

y the County of Lssex, the sum of seven hundred and 
forty-two Pounds eighteen Shillings and two Penca. 

By the County of Middlcsex, the sum of eight hundred 
and seventy-two Pounds six Shillings and eight Pence. 

By the County of Somerset, the sum of nine hundred 
and four Pounds two Shillings and two Pence. 

” By theeCounty of Monmouth, the sum of one thousand 
and sixty nine Pounds two Shillings and eight Pence. 

, By the County of Morris, the sum of seven hundred 
and twenty-three Pounds ejght Shillings and two Pence. 
"By the County of Sussex, the sum of five hundred anf 
nigety-three Pounds five Shillings and four Pence. 

By the County of Hunterdon, the sum of one thousand 
three hundred and sixty-three Pounds sixteen Shillings and 
eight Pence, 

By'‘the County of Burlington, the sum of one thousand 
and seventy-one Pounds thirteen Shillings and four Pence. 

By the Count of Gloucester, tho sum of seven hundred 
and sixty-three Pounds two Shillings and eight Pence, 

By thg County of Salem; the sum of six hundred and 
seventy-nine Pounds twelve Shillings and two Pence, 

By the County of Cumberland, the sum of three hun- 
dred and eighty-five Pounds six Shillings and eight Pence. 
__ By the County of Cape-May, the sam of one hundred 
ang siity-six Pounds eighteen Shillings and gvo, Pence. 
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And itis further Resolved, That the inhabitants of this 
Colony, at their Town-Meetings, to bo held in each Town- 
ship in this Coluny,on the sovonth Tresday in March, an- 
nually, in ench of the years the said monays are directed 
to be levied, shall clect proper persons to assess and col- 
lect the aforesaid tnxes ; and in nse tho snid inhabitants 
shall neglect to choose Assessors and Collectors as afore- 
said, or, in case any such so chosen, shall deconse’ or be- 
move out of the Township in which he or they were 
chosen, or be otherwise disubled from performing the du- 
ties enjoined by this Ordinance, that then tho Committee 
of the Township where such neglect, removal or disability 
may happen, shall elect others to supply such vacancy ; 
and if any person chosen Assessor or Collector as aforesaid, 
shall neglect or refuse to execute the same, agieeabla to 
the directions of this Ordinance, every person so neglect- 
ing, or refusing, shall forfeit and pay to the Committee of 
the Township where he residesggfor tho use of such Town- 
ship, the sum of five Pounds for every such neglect or 
refusal. 

And it is further Resolved, That the Committee of 
each respective County in this Colony, shall annually 
choose a County Collector, for receiving the aforesaid quo- 
tas, and paying the same into the Treasury. And upon 
such County Collectors refusing or neglecting so to do, 
shull forfeit and pay to such County Commitieo for every 
such neglect or refusal, the sum of ten Pounds, for the use 
of such County, 

And it is further Resolved, That each of tho Asses- 
sors chosen as aforesaid, shall, before they do any thing in 
pursuance of this Ordinance, take the following onth or 
afirmation; 

«That you will duly value and assess the rateable Es- 
tates of the inbabjtants of the Township or Precinct of... 
eee ey puysuant to the directions of this Ordinance 5 
and, also, assist the other Assessors in seltling the quotas, 
according to the best of your skill and understanding.” 

And in order that the several and respective sums nforo~ 
suid, may bo equitably asscssed and levied: 

It is further Russload. That all and every of the inha- 
bitants or householders of each County in this Colony, on 
application to them made by the Assessors of the respective 
‘Towns or Districts, chosen as aforesaid, shall forthwith give 
a true account of their names, and estayes, real ang per- 
sonal, made rateable by this Qrdinance, and where the same 

doth lie, which the Assessors shall take down in writing, 
with the value thereof, in order Jo bo enabled thereby to 
make just and tue assessments, and to render duplicates 
thereof to the Town or District Collectors chosen as afore- 
said, by the times herein aftey prescribed for that purpose. 
And in case any of the inhabitants or householders shall 
at any time refuse to render a true account of their rateable 
estate, as aforesnid, every such person so refusing shall 
forfeit the sum of threo Pounds, and be rated double the 
sum the said Assessors, in their discretion, may supposa such 
person, so refusing, might otherwise, in proportion to his 
estate, have been rated at, 

Aad itis further Resolued, That in cach of the yoars 
the said ten thousand Pounds ono Shilling, is before divect- 
ed to be assessed, levied and collected, the Assessors of 
each Town, or District, shall, on or before the LOth day of 
August, take an exact eccount of each person’s rateable 
estates, made rateable aforesaid, within their respective 
Districts ; and on the 1st Monday in September, in cach of 
the said years, the said Assessors of every Toww ae is 
trict in each County in this Colony, shall megs together at 
such places in each County as are appointed by the laws 
of this Colony for the like purposes, and there settle and 
adjust the quota each of the Townships or Districts in such 
County, are to pay that year, to make up the quota heroin- 
before ascertained for stich County; which quota of exch 
Township being so fixed and ascertained, the said Assessors 
of each ‘Cownship or District, shall then proceed to make 
said assessment: They shall first compute the amount 
of the certainties in such ‘Township or District, did deduct 
the same fiom the quota of such Township on District, 
together with all such forfeitures as may be received by 
virtue of this Ordinance; and, after sich deduction, the 
said Assessors shall add thei own, and the Township, and 
County Collector’s Fees to the remainder ; and assess sugh 
reinainder and addition of fees aqually on the pound yalug 
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of all the Estates in their respective Townships or Dis- 
triets, of which they may have taken the value as herein 
before directed, so us (} make up and pny the respective 
quotas as aforesaid, with the additional charges of assessing, 
collecting and paying tha same into the Treasury as afore- 
said; of which assessments the said respective Assessors 
shall deliver exact duplicates to the Collectors of such Dis- 
tricts ‘within ten days after settling the quotas as afore- 
sdid. , For assessing and collecting which said assessments, 
the Assessors shall have six Pence, the Town Collector 
four Pence, and the County Collector two Pence on the 
pound for all Moneys assessed and collected by virtue of 
this Ordinance, 

And’ whereas, some owners of improved Lands and Te- 
nements may not reside in the said County or Township 
where the same shall be situated : 

dt is, therefore, Resolved, That the tenant, or person oc- 
cupying such Land and ‘Pénement, or either of them, shall 
be assessed for the same, and may deduct such assessment 
out of the rent with wich he is chargeable for such Land or 
Tenement ; and where no Tenant, or person, in the Coun- 
ty occupies such Land, the tax for the same shall be reco- 
vered of the owner thereof in like manner as herein afler 
is directed. And every person seated on and holding Land, 
not having the property thereof, or paying rent for the 
sane, shall, notwithstanding, be assessed for so much Lands 
and ‘Tenements as he or they shall actually occupy. 

And itis further Resolved, That the Collectors of cach 
Township or District, shall, in some convenient! time after 
receiving the aforesaid assessments from the Assessors, 
notify exch particular person assessed thereof, informing 
him of the time the same must be paid. And in case any 
such assessments shall remain unpaid the Ist day of No- 
vember, after such assessment, the said Collector shall make 
out a list of all such delinquents, with tho sums in which 
they are severally assessed, and lay the same before the 
Commitico of the County to which they belong; which 
Committee are hereby directed and required to make out 
a warrant of distress, directed to such person, or persons, as 
they shall appoint for that purpose, requiring distress to ba 
made on all such delinquents’ goods and chattles, to at least 
the amount of their respective assessments, with the addi- 
tion of eighteen Pence for each distress ; dirosting, that such 

oodsmand chattlas be sold in five days after such distress, 
for paying their suid assessments, and costs of distraint. 
And in case any person, or persons, shall think him, or them- 
selves, aggrieved by sugh assessment, every such person 
may appeal to the Committee of the County iv which he 
or they reside, within one month after notice of such assess~ 
ment} which Committee shall proceed to hear such appeal, 
and give suitable redross, 

And in order to prevent dissonsions in the several Town- 
ships in this Colony, respecting settling their quotas, from 
a suspicion that the Assessors of some one ‘Lown have 
valued the Estates therein less than the Assessors of another 
Town in the same County: 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That in sottling the quotas of 
each Township, the Assossors shall produce an exact ac- 
count of the quantity of Land in that Township, with the 
number of Cattle and Horses of two years old and upwards, 
Money at interest, and the beforementioned certainties ; 
which certainties shall be first deducted from the quota of 
the County, as heretofore hath been practised in like cases, 
and, then divide the remainder to each Township upon the 
Land, and Money at interest; in which division the Land 
shall be valued between the sums limited for each County, 
by the last act of Assembly of this Colony, for settling the 
quotas in the several Counties: And the Cattle and Horses 
sliall be valued at eight Shillings each head, and the Money 
at interest at the one-twentieth part of the real amount 
thereof, and divide the same upon the pound value of such 
Estates; which said valuation, is only to regulate the divi- 
sion of the quotas of oach Township. But, in making the 
assessmenjs, the said Land, ‘Tenements, and real Estate of 
each individual is to be valued at the one-twentieth part of 
the real inttinsick value thereof, except tracts of land where- 
on no improvement is made, which is to be valued at the 
one-fortieth part of the value thereof, as is before directed, 

\ And it is further Resolved and Directed, That if any 
person, or persons, shall, in this Colony, refuse to accept in 
payment any of the Bills of Credit emitted in virtue of this 
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Ordinance, not exceeding ten Pounds, he or they so refis- 
ing, shall forfeit the sum of ten Pounds, and if the sum 
tendered and refused as aforesaid, execed the sum of ter 
Pounds, then the person so refusing shall forfeit a sum 
equal in value to the sum so refused, 

And in order that the mode of recovery of the said sums so 
forfeited as aforesaid, may be ascertained and established: 

Tt is further Directed, That on complaint against any 
person refusing snid Bills as aforesaid, being made to the 
Commitico of the Township where the same shall happen, 
the said Committee shall give notice to said delinquent, 
that he he and appear before them at a day and place to 
be ascertained in such notice, to answer to ihe charge also 
to be specified therein; and if it shall appear to the said 
Committees, by the oath or affirmation of two good and 
lawful witnesses, that the said delinquent hath made such 
refusal, and that he had, previous thereto, been informed 
of the penalty to be incurred thereby, in virtue of this Or- 
dinance, then, and in such case, the Chairman or Deputy 
Chairman of said Committee shall, by an order in writing, 
under his hand, directed to some proper person to be ap- 
pointed by said Committee, authorize said persons to make 
distress nud sale of the goods, chattels and eflects of the 
delinquent, to the amount of the forfeitures incurred as 
aforesaid, together with costs and expenses, that shall ac- 
crue by reason of said refusal, to bo taxed by said Commit 
tee; and the said person appointed to distrain as aforesaid, 
shall proceed thereon in like manner and form, as the dis- 
trainer is herein before directed for collecting the assess 
ments made in virtue of this Ordinance ; and shall and may 
ietain in his bands, one Shilling and six Penee, if the sum 
levied as aforesaid be under ten Pounds ; and if the same 
exeeed ten Pounds, then the addition of three Pence tho 
Pound for each distress and sale; and tha residue of the 
moneys that shall arise from said sale, he sball deliver to 
the owner of the goods and chattels distrained as aforesaid. 
And in caso any such delinquent shall think himself ng- 
grieved by the determination of the said Comimittee, ho 
shall and may, within five days after such determination, 
appeal to the Committee of tho County; he previously 
giving sufficient security to the Chairman of said ‘Lownship 
Committee, to prosecute said appeal tho next meeting of 
said County Committee ; and also for payment of all such 
sums, costs, and charges as shall be adjudged against him 
by the said County Committee; and in case he shall think 
himself aggrieved by the determination of tho said Cqunty 
Committeo, he may, within five days thereufter, appoal 
therefrom to the Congress or Committee of Salety of this 
Provinca, giving security to tho Chairman or Doputy Chair 
man of tho said County Committee, to prosecute said ap- 
peal at their next meeting, and also for payment of all such 
sums, costs and charges, as shall bo adjudged against him 
by the Congress or Committee of Snfaty as aforesaid ; 
which appeals, the several Chairmen or se A Chnirmen 
of the sevoral Committees aforesaid, are hereby required 
to grant on the abovo conditions. ‘ 

And itis further Resolved and Directed, That all the 
forfeitures adjudged, recovered, and collected as aforesaid, 
shall be paid by the person collecting the same, to the Cale 
lector of the County where the delinquency happens, to bo 
by him, as soon as may be thereafter, paid into the hands 
of the ‘Treasurers aforesaid, to be appropriated apd applied 
for the publick uses of this Colony, as the Provincial Con- 
gress shall order and direct. 


An Ordinance to prevent persons deserting places in 
danger of being attacked, and for restraining such as 
are dangerous to the common cause from taking rofige 
in this Colony. 


Whereas, large numbors of people are daily removing 
fiom the neighbouring Colonies into New-Jersey, and it 
boing unknown upon what principles such removals g' 
ocensioned; whether it is to seek an asylum from Mio s- 
terial oppression, or the resentment of their in wg oul 
th, to tH es they may have become obnoxious,” y dha 
ring to the present system of tyranny now endeavouring to 
be catia in America; and it being inoonsistent with the 
principles of persons properly attached to the cause of 
liberty to desert their town or count ap at a time their as 
sistance may be absolutely Aecéssary for its defence, unless 
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the support and muintevance of thoir families may make 
such removal necessary: ‘This Congress do, therefore, 
think it advisable, that, although the inhabitants of this 
Colony ought most cheerfully to receive into their protec- 
tion, and afford all the relief’ in their power to all such as 
are helpless, and unable to defend themselves, yot they 
ought to prevent the desertion of places in immediate dan- 
ger of an attack from the cnemy, by all who are proper to 
remain for the defence thereof; and also to prevent per- 
sons inimical to tho liberties for which the United Colonies 
are contending, fiom taking 1efuge in this Provinco: For 
yemedy whoreol, 
| is horeby Resolved, That all persons proper to bear 
arms, who have removed or may remoye into this Colony 
from any City or County of another Province in danger of 
being suddenly attacked, do immediately retuin to such 
City or Province, to make that defence becoming every 
good citizen, who entertains a proper sense of the woith of 
liberty, and who bas a due regard to his country’s wel fave ; 
unless such peison, or persons, shall produce licenses or per- 
mits from the Committee of such City or County from 
whence he or they remove, to reside in this Colony ; or 
unless the residence of such person in this Colony may ap- 
pear necessary for the support of his family, which may be 
yemoved here for safety; or unloss such person, or persons, 
from the present stagnation of business, may have no visi- 
ble means of support in the Colony fiom whence he came, 
and can procure such support by his industry in this Co- 
lony. And the Committeo of cach and every County and 
Township in this Colony ara ditected ta carry the above 
Resolve into effect, and to cause all such persons, except 
as above said, to return to the City or Province fiom whence 
they came, after giving them a reasonable time to setile 
their families, and transact any business that nay appoar 
necessary for the publick good or their families’ support. 
Ant ti is further Resolved, That all suspected persons 
removing into this Colony, shall immediately return to the 
place they came fiom; unless their behaviour in this Co- 
lony shall render their detention as delinquents proper 5 or 
unless such persons produce certificates from the Commit- 
teo of the City, Township or County from whence they 
came, that they have signed the General Association recom- 
inended by the Continental or their Provincial Congress, 
and have not, by any subsequent act, contravened the sane; 
or that they are deemed to be well affected to the cause of 
American freedom, Which last Resot ve the respective Com- 
mittees above said are also requested to carry into effect. 


An Ordinance for directing the mode and fixing the time 
Jor the Election af Deputies, to serve in Provincial Con- 
gress, for this Colony; and also to ascertain the quali- 
Jication of Electors, 


Whereas, the Ordinance for regulating the election of 
Deputies, to serve in the Provincial Congress of this Co- 
lony; dotli not sufficiently answer the good purposes in- 
tended; and whereas, at this particular period, it appears 
to be reasonable and expedient to extend the qualification 
of Electors to persons possessing certain degrees of pro- 
perty, as well personal as real: And to the end that Elec- 
tiong, upon which the safety of the people so much depends, 
a not be corruptly managed or obtained : 

tis, thOvefore, Resolved and Directed, That all Free- 
holders qualified to vote for Representatives in General 
Assembly in this Colony, who have signed the General 
Association recommended by this Congress; and all other. 
persons of full age, who, immediately preceding the Blec- 
tion, shall have resided for the space of one year in any 
Gonety of this Colony, and who are worth at least filly 
-ounds, Proclamation money, in personal estate, and have 
signed the General Association as aforesaid, shall be ad- 
mitted to yote:in the County wherein he resides, for Depu- 
tigs to serve in Provincial Congress, 

And in order, that, the good people of this Colony, so 
qualified ag aforesaid, may haye an opportunity of a naw 
chaice ofpDeputies, and of renewing such choice annually’ 
dyring the continuance of the present troubles: 

Ht, is, therefore, further Resolved gnd Directed, That 
there be a new choice of Deputies to, serya in Provin- 
sigl, Congress, for every County of thig Colony, on the 
fopely Monday in May, yearly, and every year, 
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And it ts further Resolved and Directed, That the 
inhabitants of each County in this Colony, so qualified ag 
aforesnid, do meet t8gether at theeplaces herein after men- 
tioned, on tho fowth Monday in May next, and on the 
fourth Monday in May, annually, and then and there, by 
plurality of voices, betweon the hours of ten in the morn- 
ing and three in the afternoon, proceed to elect any num- 
ber, not more than five, nor less than three substantial 
Preeholdas, each of whom shall be, bona fide, worth five 
hundred Pounds, Proclamation money, at the least, in real 
and personal estate, to serve as Deputies, with full power 
to repesent such County in Provincial Congress, to be 
held at the City of Burlington, on the second Monday in 
June next. And that the places of meeting for the elec- 
tion in each County, shall be, for the County of Bergen, 
at the Cout-lTouse in New-Barbadoes ; County of Essex, 
at the Court-Housa in Newark; County of Middlesex, at 
the Comt-LHouso in New-Binnswiek ; County of Somer- 
act, atthe Court-[Louse at Lullsborough; County of Morris, 
at the Comt-Ifouse in Mor istown ; County of Monmouth, 
at the Cout-Uouse in Irechold; Gounty of Elunterdon, 
at the Cout-[ouse in Trenton; County of Sussex, at the 
Court-House in Newton; County of Burlington, at the 
Couit-House in the City of Burlington ; County of lou 
cester, at the Couit-House in the Town of Gloucester ; 
County of Salem, at the Court-Touso in the Town of Sc- 
Tem; County of Cumberland, atthe Court-Louse in Bridge- 
town; and County of Cape-May, at the Court-House in 
Middle Piccinct, Provided, always, ‘That this Resolu- 
tion shall not he construed to prevent an ndjaurnment of 
any Election fiom day to day, and from place to place, if 
tho same shall be found necessary. 

And it ts further Resolved and Dirceted, That the tn- 
habitants of this Colony, so qualified as aforesail, on the 
fust day of cach Election, between the hours of ten in the 
morning and one in the afternoon, do proceed to elect one 
substantial Frecholdor in each County, to preside gs Judge 
of such Election, who shall attend in peison, and, if'a poll 
he demanded, the Election shall be conducted as follows: 
Hach Candidate may appoint one Inspector and one Clerk, 
and each of the Clerks shall set down, in writing, the names 
of the Electors, and their numbers, in the presence of the 
Judge, and shall mako as many distinct columns, on fair 
paper, as there shall be Candidates voted for; bus, pre~ 
vious to which, every Clerk, so appointed shall, by the 
Judge of the Election, or hy some Magistrate then present, 
he charged, on his solemn oath, ogaftimation, truly and 
impartially to take the votes and set down tho name of 
each Elector, and the place of his residence, and ta poll no 
Elector who is not attested, if so required, by the Judge or 
Inspectors of such Election,” 

Anditis further Resolved and Directed, That the Judge 
of each Election shall not declare the choice upon the 
view, nor adjourn either to another day ar place, without 
the consent of the majaity of the Candidates, nor by any 
unnecessary adjournment delay tho Election, and shall give 
acopy of the poll to overy person that shall desire the 
same, upon the payment of reasonable foes for writing 
theieof, And if any Freeholder shall be questioned as to 
his qualification, by either of the Candidates or Inspectors, 
such Freeholder shall be charged by tho Judge of such 
Election, or by somo Magistrate then present, on his so- 
Jemn oath or affirmation, “to declare, or swear, in the 
presence of God, that he is, and hath been a Freehalder 
and resident in tho County for one whole year immediately 
preceding; that the estate for which he claims to give his 
vote, in such Election, is his own proper estate, and that 
it is not conyeyed to him in trust, er on condition that he 
should give his vote in stich Election for any particular pers 
son whatsoever,” 

And if any Elector, not boing a Frecholder so qualified 
as aforesaid, shall be questioned as to his qualification, by. 
either of the Candidates or Inspectors, such Elector shall 
be charged in manner and form aforesaid, on his solemn ' 
oath or aflirmation, “to declare, or swear, that he is twen+ 
ty-one years of ago; that he bath, immediately ‘preceding 
the Election, 1esided for one whole year in the County; 
that he is worth a clear estate, of the value of at least fifty 
Pounds, Proclamation money, and that he hath not before 
voted at such Election,” ‘ rs 

And, tt, ts further Resolved and Directed, That. thi 
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Chaiman of the several County Committees in this Colo- 
ny do give publick notice of the time and place of such 
Elections, by putting uj advertisements, in writing, at least 
twenty days before the time of each Election, at one or 
more of the most public places in each Township, or Pre- 
cinet, in the several Counties in this Colony. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the De- 
puties' so elected as aforesaid, shall receive a Certificate of 
their glection in the words following, to wit : “ We do here- 
by certify, that on the day of the date hereof, .... 4. 
eee + Were declared duly elected Deputies for the 
County of... +. in the Colony of Nezw-Jersey, with 
full power 4o represent the said County in Provincial Con- 
gress, ® be held at... ... in the County of... .. 
1. onthe. se... dayof....... next. As 
witness our hands and seals, this... ...... day of 
wee eee» Anno Domini 177 2?) Which Certificate, 
under the hands and seals-of the Judge chosen to preside 
at such Election, together with five or move Freeholders of 
the said County, shal] be sufficient evidence of such Klec- 
tion; and the Deputies so chosen as aforesaid, shall give 
thelr attendance in Provincial Congress accordingly. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That, in case 
of the death, or removal out of the Culony of any of the 
Deputies so chosen as aforesaid, before the next annual 
Election, or, in case the seat of any Deputy so chosen as 
aforesaid Leing declared vacant, the Freeholders and Elec- 
tors so qualified ns aforesaid, of the County for which such 
person was a Deputy, shall, upon the receipt of a warrant, 
under the hand and seal of the President, or Vice-Piesi- 
dent, for tho timo being, directed to tho Chairman of such 
County Committee for that purpose, have leave to proceed 
to a new Election to supply his place: Provided, always, 
That such lection be carried on and regulated in such 
manner and form as herein is before more particularly men- 
tioned and expressed. 

And jt is further Resolved and Directed, That when, 
and as often as any new Election of Deputies for tho Co- 
lony in general, to serve in any future Congress, shall be 
directed to be held, the Freeholders and Mlectois so quali- 
fied as aforesaid, of each County, do pioceed to clect a 
sufficient number of Ireoholders for euch Township, to 
constitute a County Commitice of Observation and Cor- 
respordenco, with lull power as well to superintend and 
direct the necessary business of the County, as to curry 
into execution the Resolution and Orders of tho Continon- 
tal Congress, the Provincial Congress, or Commitice of 
Safety of this Colony; subject, nevertheless, to. the same 
rules and regulations us aro herein before resolved and di- 
rected for regulating of Elections of Deputies to serve in 
Provincial Congress, 

And itis further Resolved and Directed, That the Fyec- 
holders and Inhabitants of exch Township in this Colony 
do, on the second Zesday in March, yearly, and every 
year, proceed anew, in like manner, to elect such a num- 
ber of proper persons as shall bo thought necessary’, to con+ 
stitute Committees to act as Committees of Observation 
and Correspondance in each Township, with power to 
transact the business referred to them by the Continental 
Congress, the Provincial Congress, or Committes of Safety 
of this Colony, or by the respective County Committees, 

And it ts further Resolved and Directed, That, on the 

fourth Monday in Alay next, this Congress shall be, and 
tho,samo is hereby directed to be dissolyed, any thing in 
the Ordifance of the Inte Provincial Congress of this Co- 
lony of thenl2th of August last contained, to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 
, And it ts further Resolved and Directed, That at all 
future meetings of the Deputies chosen to represent this 
Colony in Provincial Congress, the votes be taken from the 
Members individually, and not fiom the Counties collec- 
tively. 

And it pres to this Congress to be essential to the 
welfare of this Colony that all persons chosen to sarve as 
Deputies in Provincial Congress, should, as far ag their 
particular vircumstances admit, be perfeetly frea from other 
publiok ongagements : 

- Ht is therefore, Resolved angl- Directed, That whenever 
itsball appear that any Deputy, or Deputies, in Provincial 
Gongress, have accepted any Military Office of profit under 
the Continental or, Provincial Congress, which Office may 
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require the personal service of such Deputy, or Deputies, 
the seat of such Deputy, or Deputies, in Provincial Con- 
gress, shall be declared vacant, and a new Election be 
ordered to fill up such vacancy; and such Deputy, or De- 
puties, duing his or their continuanes in such Office of 
profit, shall not be entitled to a seat in this or any future 
Congress. j 

And it ts further Resolued and Directed, That the De- 
puties so chosen ns aforesaid, when met in Provincial Con- 
gress, are, and shall be Judges of the qualification of their 
own Members, and shall have power to reject such persons 
as are, or shall be unduly elected Deputies to serve in Con- 
gress ; and, also, to expel or disable all such Deputies to 
sit or serve, who, cither by ill-piactice in Elections, or by 
misbehaviour in Congress, shall, by this, ar by any future 
Congress, or the major part of them, be declaied unfit for 
a scat therein. 


An Ordinance for nunbering the Inhabitants of this Co- 
lony. 


Whereas, it is recommended by tho honourable Conti- 
nental Congress that the number of Inhabitants of all ages, 
including Negroes and Mulattoes, in cach Colony, bo taken, 
in order to soitle an equitable quota of tho taxes which 
may hevenfier be levied on the United Colonies, for sinke 
ing the Bills of Credit which have been, or may bo emit» 
ted, for the support and defence of the said United Colo- 
nies: 

Therefore, be it Resolved, That tho Committee of ench 
Precinet or Township in this Colony do, as soon as may 
be, after the publication hereof, appoint one or more per- 
son, or persons, as they shall whink Ploper, to take an ac- 
count of the number of {nbabitants of all ages, including 
Negrocs and Mulattoes, within their respective bounds; 
which said person, or persons, so appointed, shall, within 
six days after being notified thereof, in writing, by the 
Chairman of said Committee, repair to some Justice of tha 
Peace in the County whete he or they reside, who is hero« 
by diected to administer to him, or them, the following 
oath, or affirmation ifn Quater, to wit: 

“You shall well and wuly take a List of the number of 
all the inhabitants of the Townshipof..... +. inthe 
County of . 6... + + aecording to the directions of the 
Provincial Congross of Netw-Jersoy, and make a fair and 
impartial return thereof to the Chairman of the Cominittag 
of the County of ... «+. + So help you God,” 

And the said person, or persons, so qualified, shall, on 
or before the iwentieth day of August noxt, make return of 
his, or their List, containing the number of Inhabitants so 
taken, to tho Chatman of the Committee of tho.County 
to which they belong, which County Committee are here- 
by authorized to allow such reward for the said service as 
they shall think reasonablo, by an ordor, in writing, signed 
by the Chairman of said Committec, and diected to the 
County Collector, to bo paid by him out of tho publick 
monoy in his hands. And the suid County Commities, 
within one month alter receiving said Lists, shall return the 
sume, togothor with one general List, comprehending the 
whole of the said Inbabitants within their respective juris» 
dictions, unto the Congress, or, duving its recess, to the 
Committee of Snfety of this Colony. 

- a 
An Ordinance for incorporating the Minute-Men lately 
raised in this Colony into the body of Militia, and for 

, further regulating said Militia, 

Whereas, by a Resolution of this Congress, of the 12th 
of August last, a number of Minute-Men were directed to 
ho raised, inlisted, and enrolled in the several Counties of 
this Colony, under officers to be appointed and commis- 
sioned by this Congress, to hold themselves in constunt 
readiness to march to any place whero their assistance 
might be required, for tho defence of this or any néigl- 
bouring Colony: And whereas, in obedience to said*R¢- 
solve, several Companies were inlisted and {erated inte 
Battalions, since which large numbers of sail Mfatte<Men 
having enterad into the Continental service, the said Com 
panies and Battalions aro greatly veduded, and in no con 
dition to answer the design of their institution: And where- 
as, our defence, under God,- chiefy depends upon a well 
regulated Militia : aa 
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Tt is, therefore, Resolved, That all the Minute-Men 
heretofore embodied in the several parts of this Colony, be 
immediately dissolved, and incorporated with the Militia in 
the several Companies in the District in which they re- 
spectively reside, as though such Minute-Men had never 
been raised, any thing in the above-mentioned Resolve to 
the contrary nolwithstanding. . 

And whereas, by an Ordinance of Congress, passed this 
present sitting, all persons refusing to sign the General 
Association, with the proviso therein mentioned, are dircct- 
ed to be disarmed, and give security for their future good 
behaviour, avd some doubts arising whether such non-As- 
sociators, so disarmed, shall be subject to the fines and 
forfeitures for non-attendance in the Militia, as directed by 
the late Military Ordinance, for the removing which doubts, 

dt is further Resolved, That each and every person in 
this Colony, disarmed for refusing to sign the said Associn- 
tion, shall be subject to the same Fines and Forfeitures for 
not attending and doing duty in the Militia, or paying an 
equivalent therefor, as directed by said Ordinance, in the 
same manner as though he had not been disarmed, 

And it is further Resolved, That all and every person, 
ot persons, capable of bearing arms, who shall attend at 
General Musters, or at times appointed for learning mili- 
tary discipline, and, at such time, or times, shall behave 
himself, or themselves, rudely and disorderly, and disobey 
the order of his or their Captain, or other commanding 
officer, shall foifeit and pay, for every such unruly and 
disorderly behaviour, the sum of six Shillings, to be reco~ 
vered and apphed as directed for non-attendance, 


An Ordinance for raising two Artillery Companies in 
New-Jensny, and providing for their pay and subsis- 
fence, 


Whereas, the present exigencies of the times render it 
necessary to raise at least two Artillery Companies for the 
defence of this Colony, one to be stationed in the Eastern, 
and the other in the Western Division thereof, 

Jt ts, therefore, Resolved, That two Artillery Companies, 
consisting of sixty-four men, officers included, bo imme- 
dintely raised, to be disposed of in this Colony, as the 
Congress, Committee of Safety, Brigadier-Genoral of the 
Division to which thoy respectively belong, shall direct; 
each Company (o be commanded by a Captain, Captain- 
Lieutenant, First and Second Lieutenants ; and to consist of 
a Fire- Worker, four Sergeants, four Corporals, one Bom- 
bardier, and fifty Matrosses, all of whom are to be able- 
bodied freemen, and to be inlisted for one year, unless 
sooner discharged ; and, when inlisted, shall sign the fol- 
lowing Inlistment Roll: 

Toe eee eee y have this day voluntarily inlisted myself 
in one of the Artillery Companies to be raised for the de~ 
fence of Neo-Jersey, under the command of Captain, .. 
++qeeesy tocontinue in such Company one year, unless 
sooner discharged; and do bind myself to conform, in all 
instances, to such rules and regulations ag are, or shall be 
established, for the government of the Continental Forces, 
or for the said Artillery Companies, by the Congress or 
Committee of Safety of New-Jersey.” 

And itis further Resolved, That there shall be paid to 
the Officers and Privates of said Companies, from the time 
they erry enter into the service, the same pay as is 
allowed the Artillery in the Continental service ; which shall 
be punctually paid by the Paymasters hereinafter named 
and appointed, or one of them, who shall pay each officer 
ten Shillings for every man he shall inlist in said Compa 
nies, passing muster; and also pay unto each person so 
inlsted, one Dollar a week for his subsistence, from the 
tinjg ie inlists in such Company, until he shall be properly 
stationed, and otherwise provided for, 

And it is‘ further Resolved, That said Companies shall, 
at their own expense, put themselves in proper uniform, 
and furnish themselves with good Muskets, or Jusils with 
Bayonets. ‘ 

And is further Resolved, That when any Companf 
shall be raised, the Captain shall cause the said Company 
to ba mustered in the presence ofthe Mustermasters, or 
either of them, appointed to muster the Third Battalion 
now raising, who are hereby appointed Mustermasters for 
that pyrpose ; and upon such review, may, raject such per- 
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sons as they, or either of them, may think unfit or improper 
for such service, And if upon such review, such Muster. 
master, who shall atténd for that perpose, shall find the said 
Company complete, agreeable to the above directions, shall, 
thereupon, certify the same on the back of the Muster-Roll 
of such Company, to this Congress, or, in their recess, to 
the Commiuce of Safety, in order that Commissions may 
be made out to the Oflicers of such Caresny) which Com. 
missions, the Committee of Safety of this Colony, during 
the recess of this Congress, upon receiving certificntes as 
above, are required to make out and issue, 

Anditis further Resolved, Tha Azariah Dunham, Esq. 
be, and is hereby appointed Commissary and Paymaster 
to the Company of Artillery in the Eastern Divisioiof this 
Province ; and that Joseph Ellis, sq., be, and is hereby ap- 
pointed Commissary and Paymaster to the said Company, 
directed to be raised in the Western Division ; which said 
Commissavies shall pny off the said Companies montlily; 
and when assembled, and attending the duty to which they 
are appointed, the said Commissaries shall provide for such 
Companies the same rations of provision and drink, as are 
allowed to the Continental Forces. The said Paymasters 
and Commissaries, before they enter upon the execution of 
the trust hereby reposed in them, shall severally tale an 
oath, “That they will, well and truly, do and perform 
the duties hereby enjoined them, and render true accounts 
of their receipts and disbursements when required by a 
Congress of this Province, or any other Representative 
body of this Colony, who may cull for the same}? and 
deposite such deposition with the ‘Treasurer of the Division 
to which they belang, And said Paymusters and Con 
missaries, shall haye and receive fiom the Treasurers of 
this Colony, appointed by Congress, or either of them, all 
such sum, or suins of money, from time to time, as they, 
or cither of them, shall find necessary for the purposes 
aforesaid ; and shall be allowed a reasonable compensation 
for their time and trouble, in receiving and paying the 
moneys herein made payable; and for procuring und sup- 
plying provisions for said Companies ns aforesaid. And 
the receipts of the snid Paymasters and Commissaries, for 
all moneys by them, or either of them, received of the 
said Treasurers, or cither of them, as aforesaid, shall be 
suflicient vouchers to indemnify the said ‘Treasurers, their 
Executors and Administrators, for all morcys by them, or 
either of them, paid out pursuant to the directions of this 
Ordinance. 1 

And it is further Resolved, That the Mustermasters 
shall be allowed a reasonable compensation for ieviewing 
and mustering such Companies. 


An Ordinance for paying a bounty on Saltpetre and com- 
mon Salt, manufactured in New-Jnnsuy, and for pur- 
chasing Saltpetre. 


Whereas, by a Resolution of this Congress, of the 24th 
of October last, the sum of ono thousand Pounds was 
voted to be appropriated for the payment of the bounty of 
one Shilling por pound, over and above tho market price, 
for any quantity, not exceeding twenty thousand weight, of 
good merchantable Saltpetre, made and manufnetured in 
this Colony, on or before the Ist day of January, 1777; 

And whereas, it is necessary that some mode should be 
adopted, in order that the appropriation of the above 
bounty may be attended with the beneficial effects designed: 

Tits, therefore, Resolved and Directed, That every per- 
son in this Colony, who shall become a candidate for the 
aforesaid bounty, or any part thereof, in order to be entitled 
to the same, shall produce to the Treasurers of this Colony, 
appointed by this Congress, or either‘of them, a certificate 
under the hands and seals of tho Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of the County where such person resides, «That 
the quantity of Saltpetre, for which such person shall claim 
the aunts was manufactured in such County, at some 
time before the Ist day of January, 1777; that the same 
is good merchantable; and that the claimant bath not be- 
fore received any bounty for the same,” * ‘ 

And the several County Committees of this Colony are 
hereby authorized and directed, when any claimant for the 
said bounty shail apply to them, to examine such claimant 
upon oath, or affirmation, as to the purport of the above, 
certificate ; and in order shat the quality of the Salipetne 
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may be sufficiently ascertained, the County Committees are 
directed to call in tho aid of persons well skilled in that 
commodity. And as this Congress ate desirous to give 
every possible encouragement to this most necessary manu- 
facture; it is, therefore, 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Committees of each 
respective County in this Colony, do contract for all such 
good theichantable Saltpetre that shall be made in this 
Colony, at any time before the Ist day of Sepéember next, 
and for which the aforesaid bounty shall be claimed, at any 
price, not exceeding three Shillings per pound for the same, 
over and above the said bounty; and the suid Committees 
are hereby directed to purchase the same for the use of 
this ColBny, to -be disposed of as the Congress of this Pro- 
vince shall direot, 

And itis further Resolved and Directed, That the said 
Treasurers of this Colony, or either of them, out of the filty 
thousand Pounds made current in Bills of Credit, do pay 
to the several persons, who, upon producing such certifi- 
cates, as aforesaid, shall, or may claim the payment of the 
above bounty, or any part thereof, such sam, or sums of 
money, as tliey shall, respectively, be entitled to as aforesuic. 
And, also, to the Chairman of the several County Com- 
mitte8s of this Colony, or to their order given in Commit- 
tee, such sum, or sums of money as the respective County 
Commnittees shall have engaged to pay for the purchase of 
such Saltpetio as aforesaid: Provided, That thé amount 
of the sums claimed to be paid as a bounty, do not exceed 
the sum of one thousand Pounds, and that not more than 
the sum of (hree thousand Pounds be advanced for the 
purchase of Saltpetre; and the receipt of such claimants, 
or the receipt of the Chairman of such respective County 
Commies, or person in whose favour an order may be 
given as aforesaid, endorsed on such certificates, shall be 
sufficient vouchers to the said Treasurers, or either of them, 
for the payment of such bounties, or for the purchase of 
Saltpetre as aforesaid. ; 

And wherens, the making of common Salt in this Colo- 
ny is a mattor of the highest importance at this time; it 
is, therefore, 

Resolved, wanimously, ‘That a bounty of six Pence per 
bushel, for every bushel of good merchantable Salt, that 
shallbe made in this Colony, at any time hpfore tha Lst 
day of Novenber,l776, which bounty, the said ‘Treasurers 
of this Colony, or either of them, are hereby required to 
pay, upon certificates duly attested, and agreed to as afore- 
said, under the hand aryl seal of the Chairman of the 
Conmittes of the County where such Salt shall be made, 
certifying, that it hath been proved by the oaths of credible 
witnesses, that such Salt hath actually been made in some 
County of this Colony, at some time before the said Lst 
day of November, 1776; and that the claimant lath not 
before received any bounty for the same, and the seceipt 
of the Chairman endorsed thereon, shall be sufticient 
vouchers to the said Treasurers, or either of them, for the 
payment of the said bounty. 


An Ordinance to provide for the payment of Incidental 
Charges. 


Wherens, it is necessary to provide for the payment of 
such Incidental Charges as have accrued during the sittings 
of this Congress : 

Ut is, therefore, Resolued and Directed, That there be 
paid to Sdmuel Tucker and John Dennis, Esquives, the 

Lal 
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Treasurers appointed by this Congress, over and above the 
money allowed by this Ordinance for signing the Bills of 
Credit, the sum of thirty Pounds, Proclamation money, 
each, for their services one year, to commence tlie first day 
of March instant. 

To each of the Signers of said Bills of Credit, the sum 
of ten Shillings per thousand, for so many thousand Pounds, 
as they shall, respectively, sign. 

To the President and each of the Members of this Con- 
gress, and Committee of Safety, the sum of six Shil- 
lings per diem, for every day they have, or shall attend, 
during the continuance of this Congress, to be certified by 
Mr. fisher, Mr. Hart, My. Wetherill, Mr, Clark, and 
My, Elmer, or any two of them. 

To the Seeretary of this Congress, fourteen Shillings per 
diem, for each day that he hth or shall attend this Con- 
gress, lo be certified as aforesaid. 

Yo each of the Mustermasters of this Colony, the sum 
of twenty-five Shillings for every Company he has review- 
ed, or shall review by order of this Congiess. 

To the Doorkeeper, the sum of five Shillings per diem, 
for each day that he hath or shall attend this Congress. 

To Myndert Voorhees, the sum of fifteen Pounds for 
Fire-Wood and Candles, and for the use of his large 
Room, during the present sitting of this Congress, 

And itis further Resolved and Directed, That there be 
paid to tho Commissioners appointed to puichasa Arms 
and Ammunition, Tents and other Military Stores, such 
sum, or sums of money, as the said Commissioners, or an 
three of them shall agree upon, as necessary to be expend- 
ed; whose receipts shall be sufliciont vouchers for the pay- 
ment of the same, 

To John Carey, Wsq., a8 0 recompense for his services 
as Seerctary, during the last sitting of this Congress, at 
Lrenton, and for revising and copying the Minutes fav the 
Press, the sum of eleven Pounds four Shillings, Proclaina- 
lion money, 

To Doctor Moses Scort, the sum of one Pound sixteen 
Shillings and three Pence, in full of his account for attend- 
ing certain sick Soldiors in New-Brunswicle, 

To Robert Drummond, Esquire, the sum of nine Pounds 
three Shillings and four Pence, in full of his account for e+ 
moving the Treasury and Records in the Seeretary’s Oflice 
at Perth-Amboy, to New-Brunswich, 

To John Dennis, Esq, the sum of seven Pounds eight 
Shillings and threo Pence, for sundry expenditures, as per 
account. 

Yo John Pope, Esq., the sum of threo Pounds three 
Shillings, for sundry expenditures, as per account, 

To Hillis Coole, Wsq., the sum of one Pound six Shil- 
lings and eight Ponco, in full of his account for remaving 
tho Records in the Surveyor-General’s Office, ut Perth~ 
Amboy, to New-Brunswiele. 

Yo Azariah Dunham, Esq., the sum of two Pounds, for 
his expenses in going to and returning fiom Philadelphia, 
ona message to the honourable Continental Congress. 

To Abraham Claric, Msquire, for copying and correct 
ing tho Minutes and Ordinances of this Session for the 
Press, such sum as Azariak Dunham and John Dennis, 
Esquiies, shall agree to be paid for that service, 

Which certificates, with receipts endorsed thoreon, shall 
he sufficient vouchers to the said Treasurers, or either of 
them; and shall discharge them, their heirs, Sxecutors, 
and administrators, from the several payments so made and 
paid out of the Treasury by virtue of this Ordinance, 





— 





CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
* Philadelphia, Monday, January 1, 1776. 

A Letler from Governour Trumbull, datod the 23d of 
December, being reveived, was read. 

The Congress took into consideration the Report of the 
Committee on Captain Seilick’s Petition, which was agreed 
to, as follows: 4 

That they have maturely considered the Potition, and 
have oxanfined Captain Selick particularly therecn, and 
are ‘of opinion, that ‘the Petitioner be allowed, as a com- 
pensation ‘for his expenses, troyble, and risk in taking the 
goods at Turtle- Bay, for the use of the United Colonies, the 
sisor of three hundred and thirty-three Dollars and one-third, 
and that the Committee of Fairfield be directed to take 


into their possession, for the use of the said Colonies, all 
the goods taken by Captain Selick, which are not already 
delivered by him, and to forward the two boxes of Snitpetro 
now in Captain Sellick’s custody, to the Powder-Mill in 
Ulster County, to be manufactured into Gunpowder for the 
Continental service. ’ 
The Congress took into consideration the Report of the 
Committee on Ford Stiting’s Letters; after debate thereon, 
4 Resolved, That the same be recommitted. + ya‘ - 
‘Pho Congress proceeded to tlie election of an Adjataht for 
the Battalion raised in Pennsylvania, and the ballots being 
taken, ; aS 
John Patterson was elected. * 2 
Hesolved, That the President siga Commissions to the 
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Field-Officers, appointed by the Pravincial Congross of 
North- Carolina, to command the two Battalions ditected 
to be iaised in that Colony by the Continental Congress, 
and that such Commissions bear like date with those issued 
to the said Officers by the said Provincial Congress of 
North-Carolina. 

Resolved, That, in case of vacancy occasioned by the 
death or removal of a Colonel or inferior officer, the Provin- 
cial Convention of North-Carolina, or, in their recess, the 
Provincial Council, appoint another person to fill up such 
vacancy, until a Commission shall issue from this Congress ; 
and that they return to this Congress a list of the names of 
the person, or persons, so appointed. 

The Delegates of New-York having received new pow- 
ers from their Convention, laid the same before Congress, 
as follows: : 

“In Provinein] Congress, Now-York, Docombar 21, 1775, 

“ Resolved, That the present Delegates of this Colony, 
in Continental Congress, be requested to make such an 
arrangement among themselves, as that five of them only 
continue at Congress, and repesent this Colony at any one 
time; and that, in case of the necessary absence of any one 
or two of the Delegates so attending, according to such 
arrangement, that three or four of them be a quorum, and 
enabled to represent the Colony during such absence. 

“ A true copy ftom the Minutes : 

 Joun McKusson, Secretary.” 

The Committee to whom the Letters from General Vash- 
inton, and the intercepted Letters, were referred, brought 
in their Report, which being taken into consideration, the 
Congress came to the following Resolutions: 

Resolved, That tho seizing and securing the Barracks 
and Castle of S¢, Augustine will greatly contribute to the 
safety of these Colonics; therefore, it is carnestly recom- 
mended to the Colonies of Sowth- Carolina, North-Caro- 
lina, and Georgia, to undeitake the reduction of St. dugus- 
tine, if it bo thought practicable. 

Resolved, That the President of the Provincial Coun- 
cil of North- Carolina, and of Georgia, be requested to pro- 
cure Committees of their several bodies to repair imme- 
diately to Charlestown, and there to confer with a Commit- 
tee of the Council of Safety of South- Carolina, upon 
weighty and important matters relative to the defence and 
security of those Colonies, 

Resolved, That the first Resolution, together with copies 
or extracts of such of the intercepted Letters as tend to show 
the stata of the Forts and Garrison at St, Augustine, be 
twansmitted by express to Henry Middleton and John Rut- 
ledge, Esquires, members of Congress, to be by them laid 
before the Committee directed to meet in consequence of 
the above Resolution ; and in case the enterprise be judged 

racticable, that immediate preparations be made by the 
Joint force of tho said Colonies, and the expedition be 
undertaken without delay, at the expense of the United 
Colonies, 

Resolved, That it appears the British Ministry and their 
Agents have meditated, and are preparing to make attacks 
upon Charlestown, in South- Carolina, and several places in 
Virgina, and probably in Noith- Carolina ; and that it be 
recommended to the Conventions or Committees of Safety 
of the two former Colonies, and to the Provincial Council 
of the othé', by all possible means, to make a vigorous de- 
fence and opposition ; and that it be further recommended 
to the Commitice of Safety of Virginia, and the Provincial 
Council of North- Carolina, to meet together and confer 
and conclude upon such operations as they may think most 
for their mutual interest. 


» Rdjournad to ten o'clock, to-morrow, 
sot 


att 


a Tuesday, January 2, 1776, 
The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due: 
To James Chainbers the sum of 25.8 Dollars, for his ex- 

penses fiom Cambridge, 

To Jatlah Alden fity Dollars, advanced on account of 
expenses in attending the French gentlemen. 
* Ordered, That the above be paid, . 

Resolved, That General Schuyler be directed to have 

Brjgadier-General’ Prescott, Jately made prisoner by the 

Golitiental Forces in Canada, taken into-gustody, and 
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safely and securely kept until tho further orders of thia 
Congress. 

Resolved, That & copy of theeabovo bo sent immedi- 
ately to General Schuyler, and that the General be inform- 
ed by letter of the reasons which induced the Congress to 
give such orders. 

The Committee of Claims reported that they have had 
under consideration Mr. Egbert Dumond’s account df ex- 
penses in bringing the Prisoners, taken at St. John’s, from 
Kingston, in New-York Government, to Lancaster, in 
Pennsylvania, and aro of opinion that thore is due to Lg. 
bert Dumond the sum of 2,326.2 Dollars, 

Ordered, That the sama be paid. 

The Congress took into consideration the Repott of the 
Committee on the Petition of Captains Paddock and Cof- 
Jin, and alier debate, 

Resolved, That the prayer of said Petition be not granted. 

The Committee on the state of New-Yorde brought in 
their Report, which was read. 

The Report of Captain Motte, with rogard to the dispo- 
sition of the Officers taken prisoners at StJJohn’s, was laid 
before Congress, and read. j 

The Committee to whom the Report on Lord StirPing’s 
Lelters were recommitted brought in their Report, which, 
being taken into consideration, was agreed to, as follows: 

That the President nequaint his Lordship, that the Con- 
gross has provided against the inconvenienco of vexatious 
arrests of the men inlisting in the Continental service. 

Yhbat the Banacks in the Colony of New-Jersey be pre- 
pared for the reception of such of the Battalions as may 
not be in readiness to proceed to New-York, and that the 
Ministerial troops, or prisoneis, at present occupying them, 
be accommodated in the said Colony, in sugh manner as 
the Commitice of Safety for said Colony shall think most 
prudent and convenient, 

That Mr. Lowrey, the Commissary, be directa! to sup- 
ply the said Battalions with Stockings, and that the Dele- 
gates for the Colony of Nevserey transmit to Lod 
Stirling six dozen printed copies of the Articles of War, 

That considering not only the defenceless condition of 
the Colony of New-Jersey, for want of Ammunition in case 
of a hostile invasion of that Colony, but the evident want 
of the assistance of those Battalions for the defence of New~ 

York, where an attack of the enemy is most probably to 
be apprehended, a requisition be made by the Congress to 
the Committee of Safety of Penngylvanta, of four hundred 
weight of Powder for the said Battalion. 

That the same Fire-Wood, Camp-Mquipage, and Bar- 
rack-Utensils bo allowed to ench of the New-Jersey Baitu- 
lions as are allowed to the Battalion raised in Pennsylvania, 

That the hundred stand of Arms supplied by the Colony 
of New-York for the New-Jersey Battalions, be paid for 
by the Convention of New-Jersey; and that in order to 
enable the snid Convention to make such payment, as well 
as to furnish such of the men belonging to the said Battae, 
lions, as are yet unprovided with Arms, the further sum of 
1000 Dollars be adyanced to tha said Convention ; and 
that the price of tho Arms be deducted ont of the wages of 
the Privates belonging to the said Battalions, 

That Lord Stirling be directed to seize and secure oll 
the Ammunition and Warlike Stores belonging to the en- 
emy, which now are, or hereafter may be, imported into the 
Colony of New-Jersey, and kecp them till he shall receive 
the orders of Congress respecting them; and fufther, that 
he do, from time to time, give aid and protectéan to all the 
friends of America, who may be employed in importing 
into the said Colony, Ammunition, or other commodities 
not prohibited by the Association and Resolves of this 
Congress, 

Whereas, it has been represented to this Congress, that 
divers honest and well-meaning, but uninformed people in 
these Colonies, have, by the art and address of Miniutevial 
Agents, been deceived and drawn into groncous opinions 
respecting the American cause, and the probable issue of 
the present contest : o 

Resolved, That it be recommended fo the different Com, 
mittees, and other friends tg American liberty, in the said 
Colonies, to treat all such persons with kindness and atten- 
tion ; to consider them as the inhabitants of a.country de, 
termined to be free, and to view their errors, ns, proceeding ; 
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rather from wabt of information than want of virtue or pub~ 
lick spirit; to explain to them the origin, nature, and extent 
of the present controvers$ ; to acquaint them with tho fate 
of the numerous Petitions presented to His Majesty, as well 
by Assemblies as by Coperasess for reconciliation and re- 
dress of grievances: and that the last from this Congress, 
humbly requesting the single favour of being heard, like 
all the others, has proved unsuccessful ; to unfold to them 
the vayious arts of Administration to ensnare and enslave 
us, and the manner in which we have been cruelly driven 
to defund, by arms, those very rights, liberties and estates, 
which we and our forefathers had so long enjoyed unmo- 
lested in the reigns of Elis present Majesty’s predecessors. 
And it Is hereby recommended to all Conventions and As- 
semblies in these Colonies, liberally to distribute among 
the people, the proceedings of this and the former Con- 
gross, the Inte speeches of the great patriots in both Houses of 
Parliament relative to American grievances, and such other 
pamphlets and papers as tend to elucidate the merits of the 
American cause, the Gongiess being fully persuaded, that 
the more our right to the enjoyment of our ancient liberties 
and privileges is examined, the more just and necessary our 
presept opposition to Ministerial tyranny will appear. 

And, with respect to all such unworthy Americans, as, 
regardloss of their duty to their Creator, their country and 
their posterity, have taken part with our oppressors, and, 
influenced by the hape or possession of ignominious re- 
wards, strive to recommend themselves to the bounty of 
Administration, by misrepresenting and traducing the con- 
duot and principles of the friends of American liberty, and 
opposing overy measure formed for its preservation and 
security 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the differant As- 
semblivs, Copyentions, and Committees or Councils of 
Safety in the United Colonies, by tho most speedy and 
effectual measures, to frustrate the mischievous machina~ 
tions, and, restrain the wicked practices of these men: And 
it is the opinion of this Congress, that they ought to bo 
disarmed, and the more dangerous among them, either kept 
in safe custody, or bound with sufliciont sureties to their 
good behaviour. 

And in order that the said Assemblies, Conventions, 
Committees, or Councils of Safety, may becnabled with 
greater easo and facility to carry this Resolution into exe- 
cution, * 

Resolved, That they be authorized to call to their aid 
whatever Continental Traops, stationed in or near their re~ 
spective Colonies, may be conveniently spared from their 
more immediate duty; and the Commanding Officers of 
such Troops are heroby directed to afford the suid Assom-~ 
blies, Conventions, Committees, or Councils of Safety, all 
such assistance in oxecuting this Resolution as they may 
require, and which, consistent with the good of the service, 
may be supplied. 

Resolved, "That all detachments of Continental 'lroops, 
which may be ordered on the business in the foregoing 
Resolution mentioned, bo, while so employed, under the 
direction and control of the Assemblies, Conventions, Com- 
mitteas, or Councils of Safety, aforesaid. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to all the United 
Colonies to aid each other, on request from their respec- 
tive Assemblies, Conventions, Committees, or Councils of 
Safety; and County Committees, on every emergency, and 
to oyltivate, cherish, and increase the present happy and 
necessary dnion, by a continual interchange of mutual good 
offices. “ 

And whereas, the execrable barbarity with which this 
unhappy war has beey conducted on the part of our eno- 
mies, (uch as burning our defenceless towns and villages, 
exposing their inbabitants, without regard to sex or age, to 
all the miseries which loss of property, the rigour of the 
season, and inhumun devastation, can inflict, exciting do- 
mestick insurrections and murders, bribing tho Savages Lo 
desolate oy frontiers, and casting such of us as the fortune 
of war has put in their power, into jails, there to languish 
in irong and in want; compelling the inhabitants of Boston, 
in violation of the treaty, to remain confined within the 
town, exposed 'to the insolences of the soldiery, and other 
enormities, at the mention of which decency and humanity 
will ever blush) may justly provoke the inhabitants of these 
Coldnies to retaliate: 
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Resolved, That it be recommended (6 them to continua 
mindful that humanity ought to distinguish the brave ; that 
eruelty should find no admission among a free people; and 
to take care that no page in the annuls of America be 
stained by a recital of any action which justice or Chris- 
tianity may condemn; and to rest assured, that whenever 
retaliation may be necessary, or tend to their security, this 
Congress will undertake the disagreeable task. 

Resolyed, That the Assemblies, Conventions, or Com- 
mittees, or Councils of Safety, be requested forthwith ta 
transmit to this Congress copies of all the Petitions, Me- 
morials, and Remonstrances, which have been, by the re- 
spective Calouies, presented to the Thone, or cither House 
of Parliament, since the year 1762; ond that they, also, 
inform the Congress whether any, and what, answers were 
given fo them. 

Resolved, That My, Barilett be appointed one of the 
Committee of Claims, in the room of Mr, Langdon, and 
Mr, Samuel Adams, in the room of Mr. Cushing, who 
have leave of absence, 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow. 


Weinosiuy, Junuary 3, 1776, 
A Letter from General Washington, dated the 25th of 
December, enclosing a Letter from General Lowe, and ac- 
companied with sundry papers, was laid before Congress, 
and read, 


Tho Committee of Safety having recommended sundry 
gentlemon for Field-Officers of the four Battalions ordered 
to be raised in Pennsy/vania, tho Congiess proceedad to the 
election; and Arthur St. Clair, Ysquivo, was lected Col- 
onol of the Second Battalion; John Shea, Msquire, Colo- 
nel of tho Third Battalion; Anthony Mayne, Usquire, 
Colonel of the Fourth Battalion ; Robert Magaw, Esquire, 
Colonel of the Fifth Battalion, 

The Congress, taking into consideration the Report of 
tha Secret Committee, thereupon came to the following 
Resolutions: 

Resolved, That the following Goods and Stores ought 
to be imported, as soon as possible, for tho uso of the 
United Colonies, via: 60,000 striped Blankets; 120,000 
yards of 6-4 Broadcloths, the colours to be brown and bluo, 
from 83. to Gs. sterling, per yard; 10,000 yards of dito, 
different colours, for facings, at 43.3 8,000 piecos of Dul- 
fils, or some such Cloth; 100 M. sorted Neadles; 50 M, 
dite, nono very fine; 10M. ditto, for Suileloth; 8,000 
pieces of Raven’s Duck ; 8,000 pieces of ‘Licklenburghs ; 
1,500 pieces of Osnaburghis; 1,000 pieces of Villreys 4,000 
pieces of Hamburgh Dowlns ; 20,000 stand of Arms; 800 
tons of Lead; 1,000,000 Ilints; 1,500 boxes of ‘Pin, and 
Iron Wire, properly sorted for it; Medicines, Surgeons? 
Instruments, Lint, and Bandages, in the whole, to the 
amount of 2,000 Pounds, sterling ; 500 shects of Copper, 
of different sorts, 

Resolved, That tho Secret Commities be empowered 
and directed to pursuo the most offectual measures for ime 
porting the above articles. 

Resolved, ‘That the further consideration of this Report 
he postponed, 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due 
to Captain Exward Motte, for expenses, &c., iy conduct- 
ing the Prisoners taken at Si, John’s, front King'ston, in 
the Province of New-York, to Lancaster, in the Provinee 
of Pennsylvania, a balance of 367.7 Dollars. * 

a That there is due to Robert Erwin, Wagonmaster, for 
carriage of Clothing and Medicine to Dobb's Ferry and'té 
Cambridge 222,6 Dollars, . 

Ordered, That the above be paid. 

The Committeo on the state of New- Yorke brought in 
a further Report, which, being taken into consideration, 
was agreed 10, as follows: : 

Whereas, a majority of tho inhabitants of Queen's Cit 
ty, in the Colony of New- Yorle, being incapable of as Ne 
ing to live and die freemen, and being more dt 386 7 
qhit their liberties than part with the little ‘propertion o} 
their property necessary to defend them, haye deserted, th 
American cause, by refusing to send Depittics, as usual, to 
the Convention of that Canty j andavalving, by a pab- 
lick Declaration, an unmaply désigh of remaining inactive 
spectators of the present’ cbntést, ‘vainly flattering them- 
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selves, perhaps, that should Providence declare for our 
enemies, they may purchase their mercy and favour at an 
easy rate; and, on the other hand, if the war should ter- 
minate to the advantage of Ameriea, that then they may 
enjoy, without expense of blood or treasure, all the bless- 
ings resulling from that liberty which they, in the day of 
trial, had abandoned, and in defence of which many of their 
more virtuous neighbours and countrymen had nobly died ; 
and although (he want of publick spirit, observable in these 
men, rather excites pity than alarm, there being little dan- 
ger (o apprehend either from their prowess or example, 
yet it being reasonable that those who refuse to defend 
their country should he excluded fiom its protection, and 
be prevented from doing it injury: 

Resolved, That all such persons in Queen’s County, 
aforesaid, as voted against sending Deputies to the present 
Convention of New-York, and named jn a list of delin- 
quents in Queen’s County, published by the Convention 
of New- Yori, bo put out of the protection of the United 
Colonies, and that all trade and intercourse with them 
cease; that none of the inhabitants of that County be per- 
mitted to travel or abide in any part of these United Co- 
lonies, out of their said County, without a certificate from 
the Convention, or Committee of Safety of the Colony of 
New-York, setting forth that such inhabitant is a friend to 
the American cause, and not of the number of those who 
voted against sending Deputies to the said Convention ; 
and that such of the said inhabitants as shall be found out 
of the said County, without such certificato, be apprehend- 
ed, and imprisoned three months. 

Resolved, That no Attorney, or Lawyer, ought to com- 
mence, prosecute, or defend any action at law, of any kind, 
for any of the said inhabitants of Queen’s County, who 
yoted against sending Deputies to the Convention, as afore- 
said; and such Attorney, or Lawyer, as shall contravene 
this Resolution, arc enemies to the American cause, and 
ought to be treated accordingly. 

solved, That the Convention, or Committee of Safety 
of the Colony of New- York, be requested to continue pub- 
lishing, for a month, in all their Gazettes, or Newspapers, 
the names of all such of the inhabitants of Qucen’s County 
as voted against sending Deputies; and to give certificates, 
in the manner before recommended, to such others of the 
said inhabitants as are friends to American liberty. 

And it is recommended to all Conventions, Committees 
of Safety, and others, to be diligent in executing the above 
Resolutions. 

Resolved, That Colonel Nathantel Heard, of Food- 
bridge, in the Colony of New-Jersey, taking with him five 
or six hundred Minute-Men, under discrect officers, do 
march to the western part of Queen’s County, and that 
Colonel Waterbury, of Stamford, in the Colony of Connec- 
ticut, with the like number of Minute-Men, march to the 
gastern part of the said County ; that they confer together, 
and endeavour to enter the said County on the same day ; 
that they proceed to disarm every person in the said County, 
who yolod agitost sending Deputies to the said Convention, 
and cause them to deliver up theit arms and ammunition 
on oath, and that they take and confine in safe custody, till 
further orders, all such as refuse compliance. 

That they apprehend and secure, till further orders, the 
persons named as principal men among the disaffected in 
the said County, in a summons for their appearance before 
the Convention of New-York, issued the 12th of Decem- 
ber last, viz: : 

- Of Jamaica Township, Captain Benjamin Whitehead, 
fo Arden, Joseph French, Usquire, Johannes Pol- 
emus, 

Of Newtown, Nathaniel Moore, John Moore, Senior, 
Sunguel Hallet, John Moore, Jun., William Weyman, John 
Shoals, Jeromus Rapalje. 

or Plishing, John Willet. 

, Of Hempstead, Justice Gilbert Man Wyck, Daniel Ris- 

sam, Esquire ; of Coiv-Neck, Captain Jacob Mott, Thomas 

Cornhill; of Rockaway, Gabriel G. Ludlow, Richard Hew- 

fe Captain Charles Hicks, Doctor Martin, Justice Samutt 
lowes. 

Of Oyster- Bay, Justice Thomas Smith, of Hog-Island, 
Justice John Hewlett, Captain George Weeks, Doctor Da- 
Yd Brooks, Justice John Townsend, 

And all such other persons who shall be-found in arms, 
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ot who shall oppose the carrying the above Resolutions into 
effect, as tho said Colonel JZeard ov Colonel Waterbury 
may think prudent to dotain, : 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the said Colonel 
Heard and Colonel Waterbury, do execute the business 
intrusted to them by the foregoing Resolutions, with all pos- 
sible despatch, secrecy, order, and humanity. A 

Resolved, ‘That tho Committes of Safety of the Colony 
of Pennsylvania be requested to furnish Colonel ecard 
with two hundred pounds of Gunpowder, 

Resolved, That tho sum of five hundred Dollars be 
forthwith transmitted, with certified copies of these Re- 
solutions, to each of them, tho snid Colonel Beard and 
Colonel /Vaerbury, and that they, on their returns, report 
to this Congress, a true state of their expenditure and 
proceedings, 

The Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania, having re- 
commended sundry gentlemen for Lieutenant-Colonels of 
the four Battalions ordered to ho raised in said Colony, 

Resolved, That the same be taken into consideration to- 
morrow. 


A Letter from the Committeo of Frederick, in Mary- 
land, brought by the oflicer who had the chargo of bringing 
down John Connolly, and his Associates, was lnid before 
Congiess and read, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committee 
of Safety of Pennsylvania, to carry into execution the Re- 
solution of Congress for confining said Connolly, and his 
Associntes, in the Jail of PAtladelpiia, and that they tako 
their examination. 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow, 

Thuadoy, Jaguary 4, 1776, 

Resolved, That an additional Battalion bo raised in the 
County of Cumberland, in the Colony of Pennsylvania, 
to consist of the same number of men and officoxs, and to 
have the samo pay and allowance, as tho others raised in 
said Colony, 

Resolved, That one Company of ench of the five Bat. 
talions last ordered to be raised in Pennsylvania, consist of 
expert Riflemen. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committee 
of Safety for Pennsylvania to have the Toregoing Resolu- 
tions carried into execution.* 


Resolved, That in all elections of Officers by Congress, 
where moro than one are olected,on the same day, to comn~ 
mands of the same rank, they shall take rank of each other 
according to their election, and the entry of their names in 
the Minutes, and their Commissions shall be numbered to 
show their priority. 

Tho Congress then proceeded to the election of Lien- 
tenant-Colonels for the Battalions ordered to be raised in 
Pennsylvania ; and the ballots boing taken and examined, 
the following yentlemen were choson, viz ayant Cad. 
wallader, William Allen, Jun., Francis Johnson, Joseph 
Penrose, 

The Committee of Claims report, that there is due: 

To James Whitehead, for Provisions for the prisoners 
taken on board the Rebecea-and-Mary, the sum of sixty- 
four Dollars. 

To the Committee of New-Brunswick, per Account 
rendered, the sum of 214.9 Dollars, to be paid to Wiliam 
Livingston, Esquire, and by hima forwarded 18 the “said 
Committee, - 

To Furman & Hunt, of Trenton, for Provisions, Horse- 
hire, &c.,, the sum of 68.2 Dollars: , 

To the Committee of Inspection and Observation of the 
City and Liberties of Philadelphia, for 187,046 Flints, by 
them purchased, agreeable to the Order of Congress, the 
sum of 737 Dollars, 

To sundry persons, per list, for signing the Continental 
Bills of Credit, the sum of 1165.7 Dollars; apd that an 
Order be given to the Treasurers for the payment of the 
same, agreeable to the said list. : * 

To the Committee of Fredericktown, Maryland, for the 
expenses incurred by Connally, Cameron, and Smith, during 
their confinement, the sum of 74 Dollars; and that the same 
be paid to the Delegates of Maryland, 7 

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid acoordingly. 
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Resolved, That a Commissary be appointed to provide 
the three Companies ordered to Northampton, in Virginia, 
with rations while on their march, and during their stay in 
that country. 

Resolved, That the appointment of a Commissary be 
deferred till to-morrow,” 

{The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report 
of the Commitice on the state of New-York, After de- 
bate, , 

* Resolved, That the same be postponed till to-morrow, 
and that the Delegates of New- Yori be desired to request 
the attendance of the gentlemen sent to Congress by the 
Convention of their Colony. 

Resolved, That Major Preston have liberty to choose 
the place of his residence, consistent with former Resolu- 
tions of Congress ; and that the President tako his parole, 

The Congress proceeded to the election of Majors, when 
the following persons were chosen: Joseph Wood, George 
Nagle, Henry Bicker, Nicholas Llausicker. 

The Committeo appointed to consider what allowance 
ought to be made to Ollicers, who are prisoners, brought in 


. their Report. 


e 


Oy¥dered, That the same be taken into consideration on 
Saturday next. 


Adjourned ta ten o'clock, to-morrow. 


Friday, Jannary 5, 1776, 
A vacancy happening in the First of the Pennsylvania 
Battalions, by the promotion of Captain Allen, the Con- 
gress proceeded to the election of a Captain to supply tho 
vacangy ; when Benjamin Davis, oldest Lioutenant in said 
Battalion, was elected. 


i Resolved, "That the sum of 10,000 Dollars be struck, 
for (ho purpose of exchanging ragged and toin bills of the 
Continental currency ; that the bills making this sum, be of 
the sand denonsinations, printed under the tispection of 
the same persons, and signed and numbered by the same 
signers as the last emission, and that they be lodged in the 
Treasury, to be applied to the sole purposo aforesaid. 

Resolved, That all Committees, and others, who have 
had Publick Money put into their hands, layupon the table 
an Acgount of the expenditure of the same, 


The Committee appointedto consider the Lotter of Ge- 
neral FFashington, dated the 18th of December, and tho 
enclosures, brought in & Report upon that part which re- 
lates to Mr. James Lovell, who has long been, aucl still is, 
detained a closo prisoner in Boston, by order of Genoral 
Howe, which heing taking into consideration, was agreed 
to, aud is as follows: 

That it appears to your Committee, that the said Mr. 
Lavell hath, for years pust, been an able advocate for the 
Jiberties of America, and mankind ; that by his lewer to Ge- 
neval Vashiye(on, which is a part of the said enclosures, 
ho exhibits sO8triking an instance of disinterested patriot 
iam as SGStigly recommends him to the particular natica 
of this COéntinglit. 

_ Youttf@ohitifitteo, therefore, submit the following Reso- 
Tution&Gtthe consideration of the Congress: 

Resolved, That Mv, James Lovell, an inhabitant of Bos- 
tan, now held a close prisoner there, by order of General 
Howe, has discovered, under the severest tials, the warm- 
est attachaient to publick liberty, an inflexible fidelity to his 
colintey; that by his late letter to General Washington, ho 
has given (fe strongest evidence of disinterested publick 
afféofion, in refusing to listen to terms offered for his relict, 
till'be-oould be infornred by his countrymen that they were 
aeinaie with their safely and honour, 

1 esolved, That it is deeply to be regretted, that a British 
Génefal can be fouid dogenerate enough so ignominiously 
and cruelly to teat a citizen who fs so eminently virtuous, 
= Resolved, A _ be one to General Mash. 
ington tomake eh offer of Governour Skene in e g 
fof the said 'Mr. Lovell and his family. neon 
_fagolued, ‘That General Washington be desired to em- 
Birace‘the first opportunity which may offer, of giving some 
olfive™ to Mr. Lovell equal to*his abilities, and which the 
Hidk service may require. _ : 
Pougru Serums. Vor ay. , 


’ 
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That a copy of the foregoing Resolves ba’transmitted tq 
the General as speedily as possible. = 

Resolved, That the President write to General (ashe 
ington, and desire him to inform Congress what rank the 
Aids-de-camp of the General Officer should have in the 
Army of the United Colonies. ‘ ' 

The Committee of Clains reported, that there is due to 
Adam Fisher, for expenses attending his conducting Gon- 
nolly and Cameron from Frederick, in Maryland, to Phi- 
ladelphia, auc his charges back again for himself and men, 
the sum of one hundred and filty-slx Dollars, 

Ordered, That the same bo paid. 

The Congress having conferred with the gentlemen sent 
to Congicss by the Convention of New- York, resumed the 
consideration of the Report of the Committee on the state 
of that Colony, and the same was agreed to, and Is as fol- 
lows : 

Resolud, That for the reasons contained jn the papers 
hereunto annexed, this Conmnittee are of opinion, that no 
further Fortifications ought to be erected at Marielaer’s 
Rock, on Fludson’s River, ond thata pointof land at Poop. 
lopen’s Kill, on the said River, ought, without delay, to be 
effvetually fortified, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Convention, 
or in their recess, to the Committee of Safely of New- Yorke, 
to eatry into execution the above Resolution, E 

Resolved, That the Delegates of New-Jersay and Con- 
necticut be directed to take the necessary steps for carry~ 
ing into execution the Resolutions of Congress passad on 
Wednesday last, respecting the Inhabitants of Queen's 
County. 

A Memorial from the Inhabitants of tho Town of New- 
port was presented to Congross, and read, 

Ordered, Vhat the sume be relerved for consideration 
till to-morrow. 

Resolved, That My. Paine be added to the Committee 
on General Schuyler’s Lettors. - 

Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow, 


Saturday, January 6, 1776, 

Taformation being given to Congress that a quantity of 
Powder was arrived at tye Tarbour, on board the Sloop 
Sally, of which a part was addressed to Congress hy Mr. 
Parsons, and a part consigned to Mr. Webster, and othera, 
in Philadelphia, 

Resolved, Tliat the Secret Committea bo directed ‘to 
havo tho Powder addressed to Congress brought to Patla- 
delphia, and to purchase, for the use of tho United Colo- 
nies, the other quantities of Powder, 

Resolved, That one ton of the Powder arrived be deli- 
vered to the Committea for fitting out Armed Vossels, for 
the use of said Vessels. 


A Letter from the Committee of Lancaster, dated the 
3d of January, was read ; 

Also, a Letter from an Officer in Lisbon, dated October 
28, 1775; 

Resolved, That these Letters, us well ns the Jast received 
from Lancaster, and those formerly received from Lisbon, 
he referred to the Committee of Correspondence. 


The Congress resumed the consideration of gho Memo- 
rial from the Inhabitants of Newport, and the papers ac+ 
companying it; and thereupon, : 

Resolved, That the said Memorial be referred to the 
consideration of the General Assembly of the'’Colony of 
Rhode-Istand. : 

The Committee to whom it was referred to consiger 
how the shares of Prizes, allotted to the captors, ought to 
bo divided between the Officers and Men, brought in their 
Report, which, being taken into consideration, was agreed, 
to, as follows: M3 

Resolved, That: the Commandor-in-chief faye gne* 
twentieth part of the said allotted Prize-Moneyyadkaiby 
gay Ship or Ships, Armed Vessel or Vessels, ander {bis- 
orders and command. : “yew. 

That the Captain of any singlo Ship) ot ArmedsVessel, 
have two-twentieth parts for hig sr 1, but if more Bhips,. 
or Armed Vessels, be in company, When a Prige isitakeny 
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then the suid two-twentiath parts to be divided amongst all 
said Captains. P ; 

Thut the Captains of Marines, Lieutenants of the Ships, 
or Armed Vessels, and Masters thereof, share together, 
and have three-twentieth parts divided amongst them, 
equally, of all Prizes taken when they are in company. 

That the Lieutenants of Marines, Surgeons, Chaplains, 

ursels, Boatswains, Gunners, Carpenters, the Masters’ 
Mates, und the Secretary of the Fleet, share together, and 
have two-lwentieth parts and one-half of a twentieth purt 
divided among them, equally, of all Prizes taken when they 
are in company. 

That the following Warrant and Petty Officers, via: (al- 
lowing for each Ship, 6 Midshipmen ; for ench Brigantine, 4 
Midshipmen ; and each Sloop, 2 Midshipmen ; 1 Captain's 
Clerk, 1 Surgeon’s Mate, 1 Steward, 1 Sailmaker, 1 Coo- 

er, 1 Armourer, 2 Boatswain’s Mates, 2 Gunver’s Mates, 
5 Carpenter's Mates, 1 Cook, 1 Cockswain, 2 Sergeants of 
Marines for each Ship, and 1 Sergeant for each Brig and 
Sloop,) have three-twentieth parts divided among them, 
equally; and when a Prize is taken by any Ship, or Ves- 
sel, on board of which the Commander-in-chief is, or in 
company, -then the Commander-in-chief’s Cook, or Cock- 
swain, to be added to this allotment, and have their equal 
shares with these last-mentioned, 

That the remaining eight-twenticths and one-half of a 
twentieth be divided amony the 1est of the Ship or Ships’ 
companies, as it may happen, share and share alike. 

That no Officer or Man have any share but such as are 
actually on board their several Vessels at the time any 
Prize, or Prizes, are taken, excepting only such as may 
have been ordered on board any other Prizes before taken, 
or sent away by his, or their, Commanding Officer, 

The Committee on General Schuyler’s Letters brought 
in thair Report. : 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be referred to 
Monday next. 

A Letter from General Schuyler, dated the 80th of De- 
cember, doctosing ae of Letters from General Montgo- 
mery and General Wvoster, being received, was read. 


Adjourned to Monday, at ten o'clock, 


us ' Monday, January 8, 1776, 

A. Letter from General Schuyler, dated the 26th of De- 
cember, enclosing a copy of a Letter from General Mont- 
gomery, dated December 5th, and a list of the Ordnanca 
sent to Cambridge; ulso, a Letter from the Committec of 
Baltimore, enclosing an Affidavit of Captain Lorn, being 
received, were read. 

The Congress, taking into consideration the Report of 

“the Committee on General Schuyler’s Letters, thereupon 
came to the following Resolutions: 

Resolved, That Shipwrights be immediately sent from 
New-York and Philadelphia to General Schuyler, or the 
Commander-in-chief of the Forces at ‘Ticonderoga, to be 
employed by him in constructing a number of Batteaus, 
not exceeding ono hundred, for transporting Troops, with 
their baggage, from that place into Canada, whenever it 
may be found necessary. , 

That a sufficient number of suitable men be engaged for 
sowing said Batteaus ; and that a large quantity of Provi- 
sion’ ahd Stores be sent this winter to Fort- George. 

That General Schuyler be desired to have the River S¢, 
Lawrence, above and below Quebeck, well explored, and 
to determine upon proper places for opposing, by Armed 
Boats, or otherwise, any attempts of the enemy to pene-” 
wate that country by the River; and that he give orders for 
doretragting, speedily, as many such Boats as he shall 
§udlge.necéssary. 


baG.uwo Shipwrights be immediately sent from Phila- 
delphitt?tp-be employed, ander tho direction of the Con- 


mittee of Inspection at Albany, in constructing Scows for 
facilitating the passage over Hudson’s River. 

_ Resolved, That the f oithagut heretofore made for a Hos- 
pital in the Northen Army, when it was more numerous 
than it is now, is sufficient, 

4%. Resolved, That the Convention of New-York be de- 
gird to send three thousand bustiels- of Salt, besides what 
Gio Schuyler hath already ordered ta be brought, to 


> 


eulideroga, moa, 
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Resolved, That the Governour of Connecticut, the Ge- 
neral Assemblies of Massachusetis-Bay nnd New-Eamps 
shire, and the Convention of New-York, be written to, 
forthwith, by the Delegates of the said Colonies, tespeo- 
tively, to furnish General Schuyler with the account of 
Money paid to any persons in the Army under his ¢om- 
mand, specifying the names of those to whom the Money 
was paid by their order, 

Resolved, That tho Contract mado by General Seduy 
Jer, 10 allow one-twelfih part of a Dollar, per day, ‘or Bil- 
leting-Money, to every one of the men who reinlist in the 
Northern Army, until they can march to the place where 
Provisions may be delivered to them, bo made good, 

Resolved, That the Officers of the Northern Aimy be 
accountable for such Publick Stoves, issued to them, as 
may be lost, through carelessness, by their respective 
Corps; and that the value thereof be deducted out of the 
pay of these who havo embezzled or wasted the same, 

‘Resolved, That this Congress docs approve of the rais- 
ing a Battalion of Canadians, and of the appointment of 
Janes Livingston, squire, Colonel thereal, 

Resolved, ‘Chat nine Battalions, including that of Cana» 
dians under Colonel Living ston, be kept up and maintained 
the preseat year for the defence of Canada. 

Resolved, That the First Pennsylvania Battalion, under 
Colonel Bull, and the Second New-Jersey Battalion, under 
Colonel Maawell, ho ordered immediately to march to Al- 
bany, and there put themselyes under the command of 
General SeAuyler, and that the orders given for the mareli 
of threo Compnnies of Colonel Bulls Battalion to Acco- 
mack and Northampton be countermanded, ' 

Resolved, hat to make up the Battalions voted for the 
dofence of Canada, that one Battalion be raised in New- 
Hampshire, one in Connceticut, and one in New-York; 
that two Battalions be formed out of the Troops now in 
Canada, and that General Montyomery bo desired to re- 
commend proper persons for Officers in said Battalions ; 
and that one of tho five Battalions, lately ordered to be 
raised in Pennsylvania, be destined for Canada, 

Resolved, That 1 Committeo of Threo be appointed to 
devise ways and means for furnishing the Battalions des~ 
tined for Canada with necessaries for expediting their 
march thithor, , 

The Members chosen, Mr. Floyd, MreDeane, awl Mr, 
McKean. = 

Resolved, That the further consideration of the Report 
of the Committee be deferred til! po-morrow, 


Information being given to Congress, that about fifty- 
seven tons of Saltpetre were arrived in Philadelphia, aud 
about fiftcen tons of Powder in New- York, for sale: 

Resolved, That the Seerct Committee ba directed to 
trent for the purchasa of the Saltpotre, and inquire how 
it may be most speedily manufactured into Powder, ahd 
report to Congress, 

Resolved, ‘hat Mr, P. Livingston, My, Ane , Mr. Fay, 
and Mr, Lewis, be directed to purchase, on ba or 
they can, for the use of the United ColontagsthdPowder 
arrived at New-York, and forward the same, syith all pos- 
sible expedition, undor a guard, to the Camp’ at: Cam- 
bridge, ee 

Resolved, That the Convention or Committee of Safety 
of Maryland, be desired to order three Companies of tho 
Minute-Men in the service of that Colony, to marel; imme- 
diately from thence to the Counties of Accomach’ arid’ 
Northampton, in Virginia, instead of the Fowd§ dirdcted 
to go thither from Pennsylvania, and to lay before Con- 
gress the Accounts of their subsistence and pay, which 
shall be paid out of the Continental Treasury. + : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety of Pennsylva- 
nia be desived to send five bundred pounds weight of Pow- 
der to the Colony of Pinginia, for the uso of the Forces to 
be employed in the Countios of Accomack and Northamp- 
tans * o 

Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow. Ps , 

1 ‘ 
— ¢ 
, Tucatay, January 9, 1776, , 

A Letter fiom Mr. M. Télghman, dated Annapolis, 5th 
day of January, with sundry Papers enclosed, also some: 
Despatches from Governour Jnanidin, and:a Letterifrom 
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Cortlandt Skinner, which were intercepted, were laid be- 
fore Congress, and read. 

Resolved, That a Letter be written to Mr. Wlghman, 
informing hint, that the ZZorne¢ and /Pasy are ander orders 
to sail to the Capes of Delaware, and that such Vessels, 
ag aro ready to sail, may take the benefit of that convoy. 

shat the Committee for fitting out Armed Vessels, be 
directed to give orders to the Captains of the Zlorneé and 
Wasp, to take under their convoy such Vessels as are 
ready to sail. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due: 

To Michael Connolly, for expenses in conducting Cap- 
tain Jofn Livingston and Lieutenant Anstruther, from 
Kingston to Lancaster, the sum of 260 Dollars, 

To Richard. Butler, for necessaries furnished to five 
Indians, the sum of 49.3 Dollars. 

Lo Joseph Cowperthwait, the sum of 419.6 Dollars, for 
expenses in conducting Cash to Cambridge. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Three be appointed to 
inquire into the conduet of the Officers who are Prisoners, 
and the manner in which they are subsisted at presont, and 
report thereon, 

The Members chosen, Mr. WY. Livingston, Mr. Dyer, 
and Mr, Foyd. 

Ordered, That a certified copy af the intercepted Let- 
ter of My, Cortlandt Skinner, be sent to the Committee of 
Safety of the Colony of New-Jersey. 

That an Order issue to Lord Stirling, to take with him 
a sufficient foree, and immediately apprehend and keop in 
safe custody Cortlandt Skinner, of Amboy, till further ov- 
ders from this Congress. 

That ho oarry said Cordandt Skinner before the Com- 
mittee of Sulety of the Colony of New-Jersey, for exami- 
nation. 

That the Committee of Safety be desired to transmit his 
examination to Congress. 

Resolved, That tho Militia raised in the Counties of 
Orange and Ulster, in the Colony of New- York, by order 
of this Congress, for the support of the Fort lately crected 
on Hudson's River, be discharged, except those stationed 
in the Fort, who shall also be discharged whenever other 
Troops arrive there to supply their places ;,and that it be 
recommended torthe Committee of Sufety of the Colony 
of New- Yorie, to see that this Resolve be curried into oxe- 
cution, 

Resolved, That five lsundred thousand Dollars be sent 
to the Paymaster-General, for the use of the Army in Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, 

Resolved, That the Delegates for Pennsylvania be di- 
reated to count and forward the same, with all convenient 
speed, under a guard of an Officer and two Men, 


The Congress resuming the consideration of the Report 
of the Committee on General Schuyler’s Letters, thereupon 
came to the following Resolutions: 

Rosologd, That Colonel Van Shaack, Lioutonant-Colonel 
Yates, ‘and Major Gansevoort, be continued in the service 
of the United; Colonies, and that they take the command of 
the Battalion to be levied in the Colony of New- Yors for 
the setvicesin Canada. 

Resolved, That Captain Lamb be appointed commander 
of the Autiller’y in the Northern Department, with tho rani 
of Major, and that he be allowed fifty Dollars per month, 
frat the Ast day of the present mouth, as a reward for his 
activity and spirited conduct in the last campnign. 

Resglved, That no Postage be paid for any Letters to 
of fiom private Soldiers, while engaged in actual service in 
the defence of ‘the Ujlited Colonics; and that such Letters 
Z franked by same person authorized for that purpose, by 
the ommanding Oflicer of the Department. : 

» Resolved, That a Letter be written to Goneral Schuyler 
by the President, jaforming him, that it is the opinion of 
Congress,,be shold proceed to have the conduct of Lieu- 
tenant Halsey inquired into by a Court-Martial, giving him 
previous ndtice to appear in his own defence, anil that such 
sentence should be passed on him, as such Court-Martial 
shall think just; and if the said Lieutenant Halsey shall 
degline to submit his conduct to such examination and sen- 
tenow, that then all arrears of pay due to him be stopped ; 
to enable him to give discharges to such officers as have 
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quitted the service ; to assure him, that we have great con 
fidence in his attention to the publick inteyest, and rely 
that he will give to the proper officers in his department 
stich ordeis as will procure indemnification to the publick, 
for any embezzlement or waste of its Stores, or Moneys: 
to empower him to remit to such of the Troops, raised in 
the Province of New-York, as may reinlist, any right we 
may have to stop wages for underclothes delivered to them} 
to desire he will communicate to Mr. Price the sense this 
Congress have of his friendly offices to General Montgo- 
mery, in favour of the American cause; to return him our 
thanks for the same, and assure him, immediate measures 
shall be taken for replacing the Moneys he has advanced; 
to notify to Colone] Easton our approbation of his late 
services, and that we shail retain in our minds a just sense 
of them. 

Resolved, That General Schuyler be directed to appoint 
Mr, John Macpherson a Major in one of the Battalions 
ordered to be raised out of the Troops in Canada, 

Resolved, 'That a Conductor of Artillery, a Superinten- 
dent of the Arms, a Barrackmaster, and a Storekeeper, be 
appoinied to the Northern Army, and that General Schuy- 
ler be desired to recommend proper persons to Congress 
for those offices, 

Resolved, That the Deputy Paymaster-General have 
liberty to appoint under him, two agsistant Payntasters, who 
shall each icceive twenty-six and two-thirds Dollars per 
month, for their trouble and services, 


Resolved, That all the Officers and Soldiers in the 
Noithern Department be paid in person by the Deputy 
Paymaster-General, or the Assistants to bo appointed by 
hin: in consequonce of the foregoing Resolve. 

Resolved, That a Communication be forthwith opened 
between Stencsborough and Fort-Ann, und that Tood- 
Creele be cleared for that purpose. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committee 
of Safety of the Province of New- York, to appoigs proper 
persous to inquire into the propriety and practicability ‘of 
obstructing or lessening the depth of water in the Narrows, 
or in any other place at tho entrance of New-York, ov of 
any way of fortilying that pass, so as to prevent the en- 
trance of the enemy; und also lo inquire whether the dopth 
of water in Ludsow’s River, below the Batery, may not 
ensily he lessencd, so as to prevent largo ships passing up, 
and to mako an estimate of the expense, and report their 
proceedings iu the premises immediately to Congress, 

Resolved, That to-morrow be assigned for tha choico of 
two Brigadier-Generals, viz: one for the Army in Massa- 
ehusetts-Bay, and the other for the Army in the Northern 
Department, 

Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow. 

Wodnosday, January 10, 1776, 

A Letter from Rachel Stelle, with an account of expanses 
for the Subsistence of Officers, was laid befora Congress, 
and read, ‘ 

Ordered, That the samo bo roforred to the Committee 
appointed on the Subsistence of Officers, &c, 

Resolved, That the Commissioners for Jndian Affairs, in 
the Northern Depatment, bo directed to pny to the Rev, 
Mr, Wheelock 500 Dollars, agreeable to a Resolution of 
Congress, passed the 12th day of July last. ok 

The Commitiac appointed to devise ways and means fot 
furnishing the Battalions destined for Conada, brought in 
their Report, which was agreed to, and is ns follows; 

That before the Battalion commanded by Colonel Bull 
can march for Canada, the following Officers ought to be 
appointed, to wit: Three First Lioutenants, eight Second 
Licutenants, one Ensign ; and one Quartermaster, nye 

And the following articles provided, to wit: 688, Gnips, 
688 pair of Mittens, 688 pair of Stockings, 68 a t 
Leggins, 688 pair of Shoes, 688 tuoi sings 
for Hirelocks, 1200 Shirts, G88 Waistoonss, "BOW! airvot 
Biecches, 800 Blankets, 64 Pitching-Axes, keds age 

‘eo Wagons. Mia yeni tiie 
erat before Colonel Maxwell Battalion will be fit'to¥ 
march to said Province, the following articles ought‘to be 
provided, to wit: 688 Haversgcks, 688 Cartouch-Boxes 


a 


* 
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and Cross-Belts, 688 Tomahawks, 64 Pitching-Axes, and 
9 Baggaye- Wagons. . 

That both Battalions should be paid up to the first day 
of February next. ; 
_» That the Battalions should march by compauies, and 
that they should follow each other at the distance of one 
day’s march; that the Quartermasters and Commissaries 
should precede their vespective Bauulions a few days, in 
order to provide lodgings and provisions on the road. 

And that the Colonels should be allowed six ations. 

Tho Licutenant-Colonels, five ; 

The Majors, four ; 

The Captains, thres ; 

And the Subaltern and Staff-Oflicers, two each, or mo- 
ney in liew thereof. . 

Resolved, That it be recommenced to the Committee of 
Safety of Pennsylvania, to supply the Pennsylvania Batta- 
Yion with such of the above articles as they havo not already 
furnished, agreeable to former Resolutions of Congress ; and 
that all the articles furnished the men, more than those al- 
Jowed in lieu of bounty, be deducted out of their pay. 

That Thomas Lowrey be directed to provide the articles 
for the Second New-Jersey Battalion, and that all the arti- 
cles furnished the men, more than those allowed in lieu of 
bounty, be deducted out of their pay. 

Resolved, Thatan Order be drawn on the Ticasurers in 
favour of Lhomas Lowrey, for the sum of 35,000 Dollars, 
for the use of the Battalions raised in New-Jersey, ho to 
be accountable for the same, 

Agreenble to the Order of the Day, the Congress pro- 
ceeded to the election of two BrigadicrrGenerals, and the 
ballots being taken and examined, Joseph Ivye, Esq., was 
elected Brigadier-General (or the Army in the Massachu- 
setts-Bay, Benedict Arnold, Esq., Bugadicr-General for 
the Anny in the Northern Departinent. 

Tho Committee of Safely having recommended a num- 
ber of persons for Iield-Ofticers for the Pennsylvania Bat- 
talion, the Congress proceeded to the election, and tho 
haliats being taken, Widlian Irvine was elected Colonel ; 
Thomas Hariley, Lieutenant-Colonel ; and James Duntap, 
Major. : 

Resolved, That another Battalion be vaised in the Co- 
lony of New-Jersey, on the same terms ag tho other two 
raised in said Colony, 


Resolve, That the pay of the troops serving in, and 
destined for Canada, be the same as that of the Army at 
Cambridge; and that this pay commence to the Punnsyl- 
vanta and New-Jersey Battalions from the time they set 
out on their march for Canada, 

The Congress considering the great distance from Col- 
onel Heard to Colonel Waterbury, tho difficulty of co- 
operating with each other in thoir expedition into Queen’s 
County, on Long-Jsland, thereupon, 

Resalved, That Lord Stirling be desired to furnish Col- 
onel Heard with thres Companies under his command, 
who are to join Colonel Jeard, with the Minute-Men by 
him raised, and proceed, as soon as may be, on the expe- 
‘dition into Queen's County, for which Colonel Heard and 
Colonel Waterbury were appointed, and that Colonel Eeard 
sba.desired immediately to send an Express to Colonel ¥a- 
terbury, ygith a copy of this Resolution, and inform bin 
that his service will not be required on this occasion, 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to 
{ake into qonsideration the state of these Colonies, and re~ 
yport as soon as possible what number of Forces will He 
necessary for the defence of the same. 

tuel'he Members chosen, Mr, Duane, Mr. Lynch, Mr. 
sign Mr. E, Rutledge, and Mr, Wilson, 

J vd; That the Colony of North- Carolina be sup- 
plied Willt otto ton of Powder by the Secret Committee. 

The Coiinittee of Claims reported, that there is due, 
on Account renderéil by the Committee of tha Upper Dis- 
“nict of Frederick Cotnty, Maryland, the sum of 800.1 
"Dellarsfot which a Captaii Crasap’s Company ought to te 
charged L214 2s, Sd., [571 Dollars,] and Captain Price's 
;*Gompany £29, [774 Dollars,} the remaindor to be charged 
the Continent, the money to be paid to Daniel Hester. 
hat theré is due to Furman & Flitné for Provisions, 
G#furnished to Prisoners, the sum of 178.2*Dollars. 
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To Milliam Shad, for his attendance ns Doorkeeper, to 
the 4th of December, 1775, the sum of 52 Dollars, 

Ordered, That the said Aceoftats be paid. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow. 

ve: 
Thursday, Jannary 11, 1776, 

Resolved, That it he recommended to the Convention 
or Committee of Safety of New-York, to endeavour to 
obtain a release of Lieutenant Tylee, of Brigadier 
Mooster’s Rogiment, now confined on board the Asia, man- 
of-war, by exchanging for him an officer of the samo rank 
of the British troops in our custody, 

Resolved, That a Commitice of Threa be appdinted to 
preparo Instructions to the Officers in the Reeruiting Ser- 
vice, 

The Members chosen, Mr, Wilson, Mr. Dyer, and Mr. 
Tarvison. 

The Congress taking into consideration the Report of the 
Committee on the Jills of Credit, emitted by this Con- 
gress, thereupon came to the folloning Resolution : 

Whereas, it appears to this Congiess, that several evil- 
disposed persons, in order to obstiuct and defeat the gftoris 
of the United Colonies, in the defence of their just rights, 
have attempted to depreciate the Bills of Credit emitted 
by the authority of this Congress: 

Resolved, therefore, That if any person shall hereatter 
he so lost to all vituc and regard for his country, as to re« 
fuse to receive the said Bills in payment, dr obstruct or dis» 
courage tho currency or circulation thereof, and shall be 
duly convicted by the Committee of the City, County, or 
District, or in case of appeal from their decision, by the 
Assembly, Convention, Council or Committe of Salaty of 
the Colony wheie ho shall reside, such person shall be 
docmed, pole and treated as an enemy of his country, 
and precluded fiom all trade or intercourse with the in- 
habitants of these Colonies. . 

Ordered, That the foregoing Resolve be immediately 
published, ; 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of the Committes of Safety of Pennsylvania, for 
the sum of G000 Dollars, for the use of the First Pennsyl- 


vania Battalion, the said Committee to be accountable for 
the same. i ft 


A Representation of the Wield-Officers of the Pennsyl- 
vania Battalions, setting forth the inconveniences that will 
aise from the Battalions consisfing of seven Battalion 
Companies, was presented to Congress and read. 

Resolved, hat the samo be taken into consideration 
to-motrow, 


Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow, 





Filday, January 12, 1776, 

The Committee of Claims reported, that thare is dug to 
TLonry Dewson, for Provisions to Captain Rassts Company, 
the sum of 27.5 Dollus, «Se ge 

Tho said Committee report, that they hava: had under 
their consideintion an Account exhibited by Colonel Ter 
bot Francis, one of the Gommissionors for Indian A(airs 
for the Northern Department, of goods purchdsed for the 
Treaty held with the Indians, at Albany, of his expenses 
in attending the Treaty, &c., amounting to the sum of 
£2470, Pennsylvania cunency, including the sum, of 
£242 13s, 4d., New-York curiency, paid to Polkert P. 
Douw, Esq.; in which Account he credits cagh received of 
the Continental Treasurers, the sum of 6666% Dollars, 
equal to £2500, and two horses then to himself at cost, 
£42 15s,; that there is, therefore, a balance in his hands, 
amounting to £72 15s; and by the same Acconnt, it ap- 
pears that Colonel Francis had left in the hands of Mr. 
Douw, two Mattresses, 82¢., about fifteen gallons of Wire, 
and some Spirits, to be accounted for by hiin when golds 
it aleo further appears that thers remaing on haytl, part of 
the goods purchased for the said Treaty: 94 pieces Strouds, 
1} pieces Fvench Blankets, 8h pieegs Stripe® dito, 46 
Rose ditto, 2 picces of Whita Nap, : 

That there is due to Polkert FP. Doyw, Esq., for ox 
ponses nttending the aforesaid Treaty, uodording to-an“Ac- 
count rendered by him and examined by this Committet, 
(in which -he.credits the abovesmentioned sum of 242 
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18s. 4d,, and also credits cash received for Boards, which he Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed (o 
had purchased for the Indian houses, the sum of 615 6s. supply Colonel LUesard with two hundred pounds of Gun- 
Rd.,) the sum of £868 15s. 44d, New. York curiency; powder, to enable him to cany into execution the orders 
there will chen remain in his hands the Mattresses, Wine, of Congress. 

&c., and Spirits, before gentioned, and some Bonds, which Resolved, That John Morgan be promoted to tho rank 


are not yet sold, of First Lieutenant in the Fist Pennsylvania Battali 
: attalion, 
rdered, Thi id Henry D ‘ : 
» Ordered, ‘That the above sums be paid Henry Dewson Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday. 


and Volkert P. Dowv, Esqs., the debts to them due ; the 
jatter¢hrough the hands of James Duane, Esq, _ 

The Committee appointed to inquire into the conduct Monday, Janumy $5, 1778. 
of the Officers, who ave prisoners, and the manner in which A paragraph ofa Letter from Peter Timothy, Seavetary 
they are subsisted at picsent, bionght in their Report, ' the Provincial Convention and Committee of Safety of 
which,,being taken into consideration, was agreed to, as ‘Seuth- Carolina, dated January Sth,to C. Gadsden, Esq, 
follows : was read, informing that the satd Convention have resolyed 

Resolved, Bhat the conduct of the Officers at Trenton, continue the Delegates, and have constituted any two of 
though in other respects unexceptionable, is, as to their them to be a quoum to represent said Colony. 
manner of living, exceedingly extravagant, they being A Letter fiom General /Vashington, dated the 31st of 
boarded at Taverns, and the Innkeepers supplying them December, 1775, cuclosing a Draft of Captain Alatthews, 
in a luxurious manner, on the credit of the Continent. on the Tieasury of Virginia, for one hundied Pounds, 
_ That the Congreserwill, for the future, allow two Dol- lawful money, for so much advanced to him by the Gene- 
lars per week for the Bourd and Lodgings of Ofticers, wha ral; alsa, sundry other papers: Two Letters from Lord 
are prisoners, (for which sam they may have decent lodg- Stirling, dated January 8th and 11th, 1776, and 0 Letter 
ings) to be repaid by the Ofticers before they aro released from Governour Zrumbull, dated 6th January, 1776, with 
from their captivity. three enclosures: 

That the Accounts of the several Innkeepers, against the —  Reselved, Uhat the Letter from General /Vashington 
Officers, be paid by the Continent, which ave, also, to be be refered to a Committee of Three. 


repaid by the said Officers before thei discharge. Tho Members chosen, Mr, Mythe, Mr. Adams, and 
r Naver x A : , 7} 
That no Tavernkeeper supply the said Officers, for the Mr, [Vilson, 

future, on the credit of the Continent, Resolved, That the Letters of Lord Stérding be referred 


That the Officers now at Zrenton bo directed to remove « tg 1 Cammittes of Five. 
to some other place, at a proper distance fiom the publick The Members chosen, Mr. Livingston, Mv, MeKean, 
caste om Trenton 1 Woert set Mr. PYoyd, My. Hard, and My. Alexander, 
' ren 7 4 sisten 
with fine Reni Gie of Conpress wa om #4 y ine lace Resolved, ‘That the Teter from Governour Trumbull, 
: gress, ! with tha enclosed papers, be referied to the Commitee 


of their residence. ates eL ; 
THat a copy of the above Resolutions, together with a 2PPointed to confer with Mr. Romans, 


copy ofthe Resolution granting Ofticers liberty to sell Bills | A Letter from the Committee of Safety of New- York, 
fog their subsistence, be transmitted to the several Commit dated’ January 11th, 1776, was rend, and referred 16 the 
tees where Officers, who are prisoners, reside, and that the Committe on the stato of the Colonies, » 
said Committees be directed to apply to the said Officers — Resolved, ‘That a Committee of Fivo ba ages to 
for their bills, to discharge the debts already incureed, and, make an estimate of the number of Cannon that may be 
also, to tnforin them it is expected they will, from time to wanted for the defence of the United Colonics, and to 
time, diaw for their future subsistence. — * devise ways and means for procuring them, and that it be 
. OMdered, That Rachel Stelle’s Account, amounting to an instuction to the said Committee to inquire what size 
423.6 Dollars, for Subsistence of Officers to the 4th of Cannon can bo cast in these Colonies. 
January, 1176, be paid, The Members chosen, Mr. Misner, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. 
Tha Congress resolved itself into a Committee of the Rogers, Mr. Alden, and Mr, Paine, 
Wholo, to take into consideration the ‘Trade of the United — Resolved, That Captain Matthews's Draft on the Trea 
Colonics, and, afier some time, the President resumed the sury of Mirginta ba delivered to the Delegates of that 
chair, and Mr. FPard reported, that the Committee had Colony, and that they be desired to reevive the Money, 
taken into consideration (he matter to them referred, but, and pay the sume to the Continantal ‘Treasurers, 
not having come {o a conclusion, desied leave to sit Regolved, That no bought or indented Servants be 
again. ¢ . employed on bord the Fleet, or in the Army of the Unir 
f Resolved, That this nee will, to-morrow, Pine ted Colonies, without the consent of their Masters, 
ee eee of ile Ard Tog furthoe The Committee of Clainns roported that there is dues 
ee : é ‘ 6 To Jacob Liltzheiner, for Expresses, the sum of 3866.1 
A Memorial from the Field-Officers of the First Penn- Dollars. 


sylwania Battalion was presented to Congress: To Jonathan Trumbull, Jun., for his expenses to Phi- 
, Order: dGChat tho same be ieferred for consideration ladelphia, and returning to New-York with money, the 
till to-motfow. ; ; sum of 99.7 Dollars, 
‘Ths severgl matters to this day referred being postponed, — "Ty ‘Thomas Apty, for boarding seveial Prisoners, the 
Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow. sun of 109.6 Dollars. . 
> % en, Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid. 2 
Saturday January 13, 1776, Resolved, That it be recommended to the Gonimitted of 


‘ Recruits, or Privates, taken on band the Rebecca-atd- 
#79, 171785 also, a Latter from the Committee of Safety of ties haa rates : 
ew-York, tod. January Bil, 1776, boing receivad, were Frances, trausport, and to disiniss such as may with safety 


reads. “4.3 to tho United Colonies bo discharged. ; 


| Réeolved, That 4 Cornmittee of Five be appointed to The Congress resolved itself into a Commiltee of the 
inke “into consideration a Letter from the Committee of Wholo, 10 take into consideration the sinte of the Trade of 
Safety of New-York, and to confer with Mr, Romans, and the United Colonies ; artd, alter some time, the Presid 
teportto Congress. resumed the chair, and Mr. FPard reportod, that tt 
Lhe Members chosen, Mi. Paine, Mr. Dyer, Mr. mitto bad taken into their further consideratignithe tat 
Lynch, Mr. Wythe, and Mr, Livingston. ater to them roferred, but, that not iyi yepodmg'to &G0n- 
The Secret Committee having made report ragpecting clusion, they desired him to move for latte tot SOE 
the: purchase of,Saltpetre: 4 °  Resalved, That this constest ail on Eriday neat, Fe 
ufeaktosalyed, That the eaid Committee be directed to pur- solve itself into a Gommittes of Mth ‘Whole, to taker ints 
chase the Saltpetre on the best terms they can, and haye cousideration the Trade of ther United QGolonies. x * 
jt manufactured into Gunpowder as soon as nossible. ‘ Adionrnad ta ten a’alaak. to-morrow, i 


wd Letter fiom General Washington, dated the 4th Janu- * Safety of Pennsyloanéa to inquive into the ebaficters of the 
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Tuosday, Jantiary 16,1776. uneasiness among the Seamen employed in the sorvice of 

The Colony of Connecticut having appointed new Dele- the Colonies, they thought it proper to inform the Cons 
gates, the same attending, produced the Credentials of their gress thereof, and tfke their opirfon and direction there- 
appointment, which were read, as follows: on. ae os. ‘i , — 

“ Ata General Assembly of tho Governour and Company Resolved, That : be paler tat ; aT a bs 
of the English Colony of Connecticut, in New-Lngland, The Meinbeis ehosells iM “Trond bh dduniingion, 
in America, holden at New-Laven, in said Colony, on the Mr. Paine, Mr. Morris, and 3 ue oyd, ; 
second Thursday of October, Anno Domini 1775: Resolved, That tho Committee appointed to fit out 

Resolved, By this Assombly that Roger Sherman, Oli- Armed Vessels ba empowered to purchase and firout a 
ver Wolcott, Samuel Huntington, Titus Hosmer, and Wil» small Vessel, as a Tender for tho Fleet fitted out. 
liam Williams, Esquires, be, und they are hereby appointed The Committee appointed to dovisc ways and means 
Delegates to represont this Colony at the General Congress fy procuring Powder from Providence, brought in a Re- 
of the United Colonics in America, for the year enstting, port, with an account of a Cargo provided for that pm pose 
and until new be chosen; that is to say, the said Roger by Messrs. Willing & Morris, amounting to 3,233 2 Dol- 
Sherman, Oliver Wolcott, and Samuel Huntington, Esqs., Jars; whereupon, . 
do attend said Congress, and on the failure of either of the Resolved, That the said Committeo bo authorized to 
said gentlemen, by sickness, or otherwise, then the said give such Orders to the Captain of tho Vessel fitted out 
Titus Hosmer, or William Williams, Ksquires, ave to sup- —foy the service, as they may think proper. 
ply the place, or pluces, of any or either of the said three "That an Order be drawn on the ‘Lreasurers, in favour of 
repos fisst named, in such manner that three of said Messrs, Willing & Morris, for the sut of 8,283.2 Dollars, 

legates, and three ouly, do attend said Congress at any jp full for the Cargo shipped on board the Sloop Lady- 
one time; and the suid three Delegates, or any or cither of Catharine, for the use of the Continent. 
thom, who shall be preasat in said Congress, aro hereby The Committee on General Washington's Letters 


r Si ii a y . . ‘ 
fully authorized and empowered to represent this Colony brought in their Report, which being taken into consider- 
in said Congress, to consult, advise, and resolve upon men- 


ation, the Congress thereupon camo to the following Reso- 

sures necessary to be taken and pursued for the defence, lotieds 4 P 8 
security and preservation of the rights and libertios of the Resolved, Chat the Paymaster General of the Army, at 
al Uined Colony and Ve ne Sonne Sn and of Canbridge, be empowered to draw his Bills upon the Pre- 
such their proceedings and resolves they do tiansinit au- = _ . ras : “1 
thentick Shed from tine to time, to the Gonoial Assombly ditent of she Goonre, OF, 1 Sheit pesuaa aon Mae Com- 
of this Colony, ‘That the said Delegates now appointed “THEE 0 Wongiess for tar purpose apporier, mor any 
asta pair iow and take theirsota tn suid Congress, by the S08 of Money which may be deposited in his hands, not 
fe rept ry Bn, tae et S008 nd c ong "1 Hf he exceeding, in any one month, tho monthly expense of the 
ae any Ole aHugry next, In ra Co a al re © Army 5 and that such Bills, countersigned by the General, 
then sitting, or as soon after as saicl Congress shall be con-  G Gommander-in-chief of tho said Army, be accepted und 
vened 3 and that the said gentlemen, who are now attend- paid 
: LP pos indeed elton , tea peor ; 
the; Spee ee srgtiey of _ Colony, he Se i That the free Negroes who have served faithfully in the 
their said oflice until the gentlemen now chosen, and ¢li- i sen wn 

+ : ‘ ; my at Cambridge, may be yeinlisted therein, bat no 
rected to attend jn manner aforesaid, shall arrive at said Army So, MAY ’ ‘i 


others. 
Congress, ‘ Vaught 1 ‘ 
A truo copy of Record, examined by That, if Guneral Washington think proper, Colonel R. 


‘ ; ahialT inch samt : race 
“Guongs Wrutys, Secretary.” Hog be continued Chiel Engineer in the Ariny at Cam 


A Latter from Mr, Lewis, dated January 8th, 1776, was hat the pay of the Assistant Engineers jn the Army 
read, recommending a stranger to the notice of Congress, at Cumbridge ts twenty-six Dollars and two-thirds per 
. Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee month, ; 
on the qualifications of peisons applying for Offices. That there be but one Chaplain to every twa Regiments 
Resolved, That a Member be appointed on the Com- of the Army at Cambridge, and thag the pay of each Chap- 
mittee to draw up Instructions to the Ofticers in the Re- lain be thirty-three and one-third Dollars per month. 


ergiting Service, in the room of Mr. Dyer. The Committee having dosired leave to sit again, the 
‘The ballots taken, Mr. AleKean chosen. same was granted, 


, Resolved, That the several Petitions of gentlemen pray- — Sundry Members of the Committee on tha qualifications 
ing to be appointed Officers in the Pennsylvania Battalions, of persons upplying for Offices, being absent, 


be referred to the Committeo on the qualifications of Offi- Resolved’, That four new Members be now chosen in 
cers, the place of those who aro absent, 

An application being made in behalf of Mr. Jugé, and The Members chosen, Mr. Wolcott, for Connecticut, 
the owner of a vossel lately arrived in Delaware, for lenva in the room of Mr, Dyer; Mr, Duane, for Neto- Yori, in 
tp export Provisions to the amount of cargoes by them im- the room of Mr. Jay; Mr. McKean, for the: three lower 


eof 


ported ; Counties on Delaware, in the room of My. Ztodney ; and 
+ Resolved, That this be referred to the Secret Commit- Mr. Rogers, for Maryland, a 
tee, Resolved, That Thursday noxt be assigned for taking 


Sone Members of the Sceret Committee being absent, nto consideration the Report of the Committee on Indian 
+ Resolved, That two Members be added to that Com- A ftairs, 


mittee,” 


; oe ‘ ,, 

‘The Members chosen, Mr. Hewes and Mr, Alevander. Resolved, That a list of the Committees to whon) mgt 
5 as Bed ters are referred, and who have not reported, be nfade out, 

The Committee on the state of these Colonies brought and Inid upon the table, or : 

in a partial Report, which was read, o's Aluened tata eisloake i r . 

- ‘Whereupon, Resolved, That another Battalion be raised JOumneA tO: ten o-clO0s “morte Ne. os fi 

in: the, Colony of North-Carolina, in order to defeat any _ . : 

aitedipe which, may be made in opposition to the measures Wodnenday, January 17, 1776, 


recotiméndediby the Continental Congress for the preser- 
vation $ fica liberty. 

Reso: eat ib the further consideration of the Report ~ Qrdered, That the samo be refered to a Commitieo of 
be referred Ull'to-morrow, Three eo 

Resolved, That to-marrow be assigned for taking into | The Members chosen, Mr, Harrison, “Me, Paea, and 
consideratign, in a Committee of the Whole, the propricty » Mr. Hooper. e 

a ry 4 2 

of opening the Ports after the 1st of March next. A Petition from Ibbetson Hamar, an Officer, prisoner at 
» Information being giyen to Cohgress by the Delegates Trenton, praying for leave ta reside with Mrs. Hamar, at 
of Sowth- Carolina, that their Colony, being in want of My, Stainforth’s, near Strawberry-Hill, near Princeton, 
Sgamen, had given orders to offer high wages to such as was read. : id 
would’ engage in their sorvice; but lest this should cause -Hesolved, Thatsthe same be agreed to, ee a. 


A Petition from Benjamin Church was presonted to 
Congress, and read. ‘ 
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A Memorial from tho Captains and Subalterns of the 
First Pensylvanta Battalion, complajning of the conduct 
of Colonel Bull, was pr@sented to Congress, and read, 

Resolved, That tha same be referred to the Committee 
on the qualifications of Officers, and that they be directed 
to haar the parties, and report to Congress, 

oA Letter from Messis. P. Etvingston, Alsop, and Lewis, 
dated 15th of January, informing that only four hundred 
and sixty-two quarter-casks of Powder were imported, being 
Jaid before Congress, was reat, 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to tnke into 
considayation the propriety of opening the Ports afer the 
Ist of March next; and, after some time, the President 
resumed the clrair, and Mr. Ward reported, that the Com- 
mittee had taken into consideration the matter to them re- 
ferred, and had come to a Resolution, which he read in his 
place, and delivered in. 

The Report of the Committee being read, 

Ordered, That thesame Jie on the table. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Five be appointed to 
consider under what regulations and restrictions the ‘Trade 
of titese Colonies ought to be catried on, after the Ist of 
March next. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Haritson, Mr. Morris, Mr. 
Lynch, My, Adams, and Mr. Sherman. 

Resolved, That a Member be added to tha Committee 
appointed to confer with Mr. Romans. 

The Member chosen, Mr. HMolvott, 

Tho Cammittea appointed to prepare instructions for 
the Officers in the Reeruiting Service, brought in their Re- 
port, which was read, and the same being taken into con- 
sideration, the Congress thereupon came to the following 
Resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Colonels of the several Battalions 
ordered ta be raised, do immediately order their Officers on 
Recruiting Service (o such parts where they are best known, 
and have the greatest probability of success, 

That the Recruiting Ofticers ought to be careful to inlist 
none but healthy, sound, and able-bodied men, and not 
under sixteen yeais of age. 

That the Colonels of the several Battafons aforesaid, 
appoint some plade, or places, of rendezvous, to which the 

ectuits may be sent, and where the Battalions may be 
quartered. 

That the greatest attention ought to he paid to the be- 
haviour of the Troops in Quarters, that they may givo no 
reasonable cause of complaint. 

That the Quarters of the Troops be duly discharged 
ones every week, 

That an allowance of one Dollar and-a-third of a Dol- 
Jar, per man, be made to the Recruiting Officers, in lieu 
of their expenses in recruiting, exclusive of the Subsistence- 
Money allowed thent; and that, in case any men be in- 
Nisted contrary to the foregoing regulations, the pay they 
may have received, and tho Subsistence-Money that ma 
he paid for them, shall be stopped from the pay of such 
Recruiting Officers, : 

That the Gélonels of the several Battalions to bo raised 
in Pennsylvania be supplied with Money for the Reciuit- 
ing Service by the Committee of Safety of said Colony, 
and disburse the same to the several Recruiting Officers ; 
the Colonels and other Officers ta be accountable for what 
they shall receive, and all arrears they may fall into to be 
stopped fron@their pay. 

Resolved, That the sum of one Dollar and one-third of 
aDollyy, por man, hesttlowed to the Officers of the First 
Pannayloantet Battalion for each man by them inlisted, who 
shall have passed muster, 


Resolved, That the Treasurors be empowered to advanco 
to Mr. Regonville a sum not exceeding four handrad Dol 
lava, taking his draft or hill on bis agent for the sane. 

A Lett& from”General Schuyler, dated January 13th, 
enolosing e»pies of Latters from General PPooster, Colonel 
Arnold, and others,*was laid before Congress, and read, 
containing an account of an unguccessful attempt made to 

in possession of Quebeck, by storm, on the Blst of De- 


gai 
catnber, and of the death of General Montgomery. 


, The Committee to whom the matter of South- Carolina, 


CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, JANUARY 19, 1176. 


’ 
1646 


respecting the engaging of Seamen, was referred, brought 
in their Report, which was read. 
Adjourned ull ten o’clock, to-morrow, 


Thursday, Junnary 18, 1778. 

The Committee on the Petition of Doctor Church, 
brought in their Report, which being taken into considera- 
tion, 

Resolved, That Governour Trumbull be desived to give 
order for the removal of Doctor Church ta some niore 
comfortable place of confinement than that where he now 
is, if such can be found in that Colony; and that, for the 
advancement of his health, the said Dactor Church be per- 
mitted to ride out, at proper seasons, under a trusty guard, 
who will be careful to prevent his carrying on any corres- 
pondence, or doing any act prejudicial to the safety and 
welfarg of the United Colonies. 

A Letter from the Committeo of Frederick, enclosing 
sundry intercepted Letters of Coanolly, taken on Doctor 
John Smith, one of Connolly's associates, and brought by 
the guard who had (he charge of bringing down said Smith, 
was luid before Congress and read, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committee 
of Safety of Pennsylvania, to take the examination of Doo- 
tor Smith, and then commit him to safe and close confine- 
ment. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Five be appointed to 
take into consideration the Letter from General Sefreyler, 
of the 18th of January, with the enclosures, and report 
thereon to Congress, 

‘The Members chosen, Mr, Lynch, Mr. TPythe, Mr. Shere 
man, Mr, Ward, and My. Samuel Adams. 

Adjourned to ten o’elock, to-moraw, 

Friday, January 19, 1976, 

Resolved, That five new Members be added to the 
Committee of Claims, in the room of so many absent. 

The Members chosen, Mr. /Volcott, for Counechont In 
the room of Mr. Dean; Mr. Floyd, for New- Yorie, in the 
room of Mr, Lewis; Mr. McKean, for the three lower Conn- 
ties on the Delaware, in the room of My, Rodney; Mr 
Rogers, for Maryland, inthe roam of Mr, Johnson; Mr, E 
Rutledge, for South-Carolina, in the room of My. Gads- 
den, 

The Committe to whom the Letters from Lancaster 
were referred, brought in on answer, which being read, was 
approved, 

Ordered, That the samo be transcribed and forwarded. 


Tho Congress took into consideration the Report of tha 
Committee on the matter of South- Carolina, respecting 
Seaman; whereupon, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to Captain Cochran, 
who js arrived here for the purpose of recruiting Seamen, 
to pursue the following plan jn the Inlisting Servieo in 
which ho is employed by the Provines of South- Carolinas 

That he offer to each oblo-bodied Senmen the wages of 
eight Dollars per month, and that he pay to them, upon 
inlisting, nine Dollays bounty, and, upon thoir arrival in 
South-Carolina, the farther bounty of five Dollars. 

That Captain Cochran repair immediately to*he camp 
at Cambridge, and take the advice aud direction of General 
Washington on this affair, and proceed to int his Seamen 
in such parts of the country as will he the least iprejudicial 
18 the Continental service. ‘ 

That the President write to General an Hl ac~ 
quainting him with the situation of South-Carolina, the 
necessity that Colony is in for Seamen, and desiring that 
he will please to forward this service, : 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due, 

To the Commitice of Berks County, for Provisions; ; 
Ammunition, &c., furnished to Rifle Companics, £13 144 
10¢., nnd for necessaries furnished the i rionel) ‘om Ste 
John’s, the sum of £8 133. 11d., amounting; jn. Li8 whole, 
to £20 8s, 9d., (equal to 54.5 Dollgys,) whioh ought to, 
be paid to Doctor Jonathan Potts, » * 4 

dered, That the same be pil? 

Resolved, That an Order be draivn on the Treasurer in 
favour of the Delegates ‘of Sotth+ Carolina, for the sum 
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of ten thousand Dollars, which was ordered to be advanced 
‘to the Commissioners for Jadian Affaiys in the Southern 
Department, the said Delegates to be accountable, 


The Council of Safety for the three lower Counties on 
Delaware, having recommended sundry gentlemen for 
Field-Officers of the Battalion ordered to be raised in that 
Colony, the Congress proceeded to the choice, when tho 
follawing gentlemen yere choson ; 

John Laslet, Esq., Colonel; Guining Bedford, Esq, 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 

* The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report 
of the Commitee on the state of the Colonies ; and, where- 
Upon, 

! Resolved, That four Battalions bo raised in the Colony 
of New- Yorke, for the defence of that Colony, upon the 
same pay with those directed to be raised in the Province 
of Pennsyloania; and that they be stationed as the Com- 
manding Ofticer of the New-York Departnent shall think 
bast, to garrison the several Forts in that Province, from 
Crown-Point to the Southward, and to prevent depreda- 
tions upon Long-Island, and to promote the safety of the 
whole, 

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing Resolution bo 
transmitted to the Council of Safety of New-York; and 
thut they be requested, with all possible expedition, to 
transmit to Congress the names of a number of gentlemen, 
at lest two for each command, out of whom the Congress 
may elect Fie}d-Officers for suid Battalions, 

Tho Committee on Qualifications brought in a Report, 
which was ayreed to as follows: 

That Roger Stayner and George Jenkins be appointed 
First. Lieutenants in Colonel Bull’s Battalion. 

That the two aldest Ensigns, in the said Battalion, be 
Second Lieutenants, in the room of the above, 

That Robert Allison, of Chester County, be appointed 
an Ensign in said Battalion. 

That Jacob Shallus be appointed Quaitermaster of said 
Battalion. 

The, Committee appointed to hear the complaints of tho 
Officers of the First Peasants Battalion against Colonel 
Bull, and Colonel Bulls defence, brought in their Report, 
whiob, after debate, was referred till to-morrow, 
® The Committee to whom General Sehuyler’s Lotter, 
of the 18th of January, with the enclosures, was referred, 
brought jn their Report, which was taken into considera- 
tion: Whereupon, 

. Resolved, ‘Vint the American Army in Canada be re- 
inforced with all possible despatch, as well for the security 
and relief of our friends there, as for better securing the 
rights and liberties not only of that Colony, but the other 

nided Colonies. 

- That un Express be sent to the Committes of Safety of 
New-Jorsey, and an application made to that of Pennsyl- 
ounta, immediately to quicken the Officers employed in 
levying the Forces directed to be raised in those Colonies, 

d marched to Canada, and do all in their power to for- 
waid the service, And that the Committee of Inspection of 
the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, be requested forth- 
with to use their utmost endeavours to aid Mr, J. Mease 
ig procuring of the householders therein, such Blankets as 
may be spyred,fiom their respective families, for the usa 
of the Baifalion destined for this important expedition, at 
so severe a season; for which the owners shall be allowed 
the value of Beh Blankets, according to the estimation of 
the said Committee of Inspection, And that Colonel Bul} 
and Colonel Maxwell, do, without delay, march such of 
the’Companies of their Battalions as are now ready, to 

ficral Schuyler. 

J DhaeGeheral Washington be requested to detach from 
the'ea ambridge, one Battalion, if the seryice there 
will pétmitghim to spare one, with orders to march with 
the greatest expedition possible 10 Canada, 

, That for the moresspeedy raising the Battalions ordered 
on the 8th of Jatzary, to be raised in the Colonies of New- 
Hampsh€re, Connecticut, New-York, and Pennsyluaniag 
for. the defence of Caunda, i, be recommended ta the Ge- 
neral Assemblies, Convéntions, or. Councils, or Committees 

* of: Safety of those Colonies, respectively, to exert their 
ti}mgst endeavours in rising the said Battalions, ypon the 
syne. pay and subsistence as the Army at Cambridge, and 
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to furnish them with provisions, ammunition, and other 
necessaries, for expediting they march to Canada, ond, for 
further encouraging*he men mare cbeerfully to enter into 
the service of their country, to give n bounty of six Dollars 
and two-thirds to overy able-bodied elective man, proper. 
ly clothed for the service, and Waving a good Firdlock, 
with a bayonet and other accoutrements, and four Dollars 
to every soldier not baving tho like arms and acdoutte- 
ments; the arms to bo supplied by the Colony, and the 
cost 10 be deducted out of the soldicrs’ pay. Anf, also, 
to provide a blanket and haversack for every inlisted sol 
dicey, and, moreover, to advance one month’s pay to every 
officer and soldier before their march, that they may be 
able to purchaso necessary clothing. « 

That the first Wwo Companies which shall be complete, 
of every Battalion dircoted to be raised fot the service in 
Canada, do mareh to that country so soon as they shall be 
ready, and be followed in the same numbers, with like 
expedition, by the rest of the corps. And, that it be re- 
commended to the Genoral Assemblies, Conventions, and 
Councils, or Committees of Safety of the Colonies in which 
Battalions are directed to bo raised, that they, respectively, 
attend to this business. 

The Committee desired leave to sit again, which was 
granted, 

Adjoumned to ten o’clock, to-morrow, 

Saturday, January 20, 1776, 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the ‘Treasurers, 
in favour of the Committee of Safety for Pennsylvania, for 
the sum of 16,000 Dollars, for the uso of the Five Battalions 
to be raised in snid Colony, the said Committee to ba ac- 
countable, 

The Committee of Claims reported that there is due; 

To Captain Lenry Shylock, for his expenses in bring 
ing Doctor John Smith from Llageratown, and for his ox- 
penses in returning bome, the sum of 89,3 Dollars, : 

To John Nelson, for his expenses in bringing the gaid 
Dr. Smith from the Little- Meadows to Hagerstown, and 
for his trouble in attending him to this city, with allowanco 
of expenses in returning home, the sum ol'75 Dollars. 

To Francis Johnson, Esq, for sundry expenses incur 
red by guards*for Powder, Wagons, &c,, the sum of 38 
Dollars. ie a 

To Thomas Dewees, for Supporting several Prisoners, 
the sum of 48.2 Dollars, 

Ordered, That the above AccOunts bo pid, 


A Memoiial from Colonel Bud? was read, setting forth, 
that “an attachment to liberty, and a regard for the rights 
of mankind, had induced hin to take an uctive part in the 
present struggles for the defenco of the same, and to offer 
his services as Colonel of the First Pennsylvania Batta- 
lion, which wero accepted,” but, thot finding himself ill- 
treated by many of the officers in his corps, and that con- 
tinuing in the command might prejudice tho service, he 
was ablige:l, by a regaid to the publick interest, to beg 
Jeavo to resign his commission, humbly requesting that the 
Congress would proceed to a determination on the Memo- 
vial exhibited against him, aud declaring that “ the present 
untowayd circumstances shall not alter his conduct, nor 
abate his zeal, and that whenever he shall be called upot 
again to serve his country, he shall with the groatest plea- 
sure obey the summons.’ . 

The Committee on General Schuylor's Letidr brought 
in a finther Report, which being taken into aonsideration, 
the Congress caine to the following Resolutions: 

Resolved, That General Washimgton be desired to de- 
spatch a General Officer, if ho ean be spared from the ser 
vice at Cambridge, to command the Army in Canada, 

That, it being uecessary to procure a large quantity of 
specie for the pein in Canada, which cannot be suo 
cessfully carried on without that article, it be recomimend- 
ed to the General Assemblies, Conventions, and Councils, 
or Committees of Safety upon the Continent, to employ 
proper persons, within their respective Colonies; to collect 
all the gold and silver coin they can, «ud inform Congress 


of the sum collected, " & 
That it will not be expedient, at present, to send a Gome: 
mittee of Congress to Canada. : : 4s Bet 


That the Committee of Secrecy ibe dosired to despatch 
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one ton of gunpowder with the first Companies that shall 
march from Pennsylvania to Canada, and that Govern- 
our Zyumbulé be desiredsto send the tke quantity of gun- 
powder with the first Detachment of Forces directed to 
mareh thither from Connecticut, 

That the losses sustated by Captain Hazen be ascer- 
tained by Commissioners to be appointed by the com- 
minding officer in Canada, and that the Commissioners 
report their proceedings, with the examination of the wit- 
nesses; and their own opinion thereon, to Congress. 

That the General Assemblies, Conventions, or Councils, 
or Committees of Safety of the Colonies in which Forces 
are directed to be raised for the service of Canada, be de- 
sived tovraise, for the same service, one company of Mat- 
trosses, consisting of forty privates, in each Colony, under 
proper officers} and, where a company cannot be com- 
pleted, to raise as many as they can, under subaltern Ofti- 
cers, in proportion to their numbers. 

That General Wooster be desired to take possession of 
the Medicine Chest mentioned by Colonel Campbell, to be 
claimed by Doctor BeRunont, and, if it appear to him to be 
private property, to pay the value thereof to the owner, 

That the General Assemblies, Conventions, or Coungils, 
or Cemninittees of Safety, be desired to tnke the most effec- 
tual measures for recovering the Arms, Accoutrements, Bat- 
teaus, Tools, and other Stores of the Continent, said to have 
been carried off by some of the soldiers who have returned 
fiom Canada, 

That 12,600 Dollars be advanced to each of the Gene- 
ral Assemblies, or Councils, or Comtnittees of Safety of the 
Colonies in which Forces are directed to be raised for the 
service of Canada, for the purpose of recruiting their re- 
spective Regiments, 

That from the necessity of the case, and to prevent 
delays, blank commissions be issued by the President, for 
the Field-Officers, Captains, and Subalterns, who are to 
command the Battalions ordered to be raisod for Canada, 
in New-Mampshire and Connecticut, to be filled up with 
the,names of such gentlemen as shall be judged most pro- 
par by the Convention, or Committee of Safety of Now- 
ITampahire, and by the Governour and Council of Con- 
necticut. 

That the foregoing Resolution be not drawn into a pre- 
cedent, 

That exclusiveof Colonel Livingston and his Regiment, 
already determined upon, ther be one thousand Canadians 
more raised, for one year, or during tho present disputes, 
at six Dollars and two-thirds bounty, and the Gel nai 
which number shall compose four Battalions, and form one 
Regiment; five Companies of fifty mon to each Battalion ; 
one Captain, one Lieutenant, and one Ensign to cach 
Company ; and four Majors, one Lieutenant-Colonel, and 
one Colonel-commandant to the whole Regiment. 

That the Committee of Safety of Pennsyluania bo do- 
sired to provide and despatch fifes and drums to Canada, 
for the two Regiments directed to be raised in that Co- 
lony, 

Resolved, That Orders be drawn on the Treasurers, in 
favour of the Delegates of New-Lampshire, for the above 
gun of 12,500 Dollars; and in favour of the Delegates of 
Connecticut for the like sum of 12,500 Dollars; and in 
favour of the Delegates of New-York for the like sum of 
12,500 Dollars, for the use of the Battalions to be raised 
for Canada; and that the said Delegates he desired to for- 
ward the said sums to their respective Colonies with all 
expedition ; the several Colonies to be accountable for the 
same, 

wktesolved,. That the President be directed to send an 
Express to General Sehuyler, with o Letter, informing him 
of the measures the Congress have taken for the defence 
of Canada, and desiring him to forward the same to Ge- 
neral Wooster. 

That he likewise despatch an Express, with the file in- 
formation, to General Washington, to the Governour of 
Connectict, and °the Convention or Council of Safety of 
New-Jersey, New-York, and New-Hampshire. 

The Committee dh Qualifications having recommended 
the following gentlemen for Ensigns in the First Pennsylva- 
nia Battalion, viz: Nicholas Scull, Joseph Greenway, 
Jahn Irving, John Brice, Benjamin Rice, and Major Wat- 


Fovaru Saams.—Vou. ty, 
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broom; the sime were agreed to, and Commissions ordered 
to be given them agcordingly.. + . 

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to 
supply the Delegates of New-Jersey with three hundred: 
peuate of Powder, for the use of Colonel Manwell’s Bat- 
talion. 

Ordered, That tho Delegates of New-Jersey be om 
powered to call on Mr, T. Madlack, and reccive from him 
a quantity of Flints, for said Battalion, and a quantity of 
Ball or Lead, proportioned to three hundied pounds of 
Powder, 

That the Treasurers be directed, with all expedition, to 
senda trusty person with £1000, in Continental money, to 
Samuel Patterson, Esq., near Christiana-Bridge, and re- 
ceive in exchange for the samo so much in Silver and Gold. 


Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday next. 

Mondny, January 22, 1776, 

A Letter from General Washington, of the 1tth of Janu- 
ary, L776; two Letters from Lord Stirling, of the 18th and 
19th of January; one Letter from General Schuyler, dated 
L0th Jannary, enclosing a Letter from Geneial Montgo- 
mery, of the 18th December, 1775, and eleven enclosures ; 
ma a Petition from John Sparling, being received, were 
vend, 

Resolved, That the ahove be referred ton Committes of 
Three, 

The Members chosen, Mr, H’. Livingston, Mr. Hooper, 
and Mr, Adams, 

Ordered, That as tho Commissary of the First Penn- 
sylvania Battalion is out of Town, tho Quartermaster of said 
Battalion be directed to furnish the Companies of said Bat- 
tation, on their march to Albany, with Provisions ag well 
as Lodgings. 

Resolved, That the President be empowered to employ 
a Secretary, to be paid by the United Colonics. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due, 

To Colonel Benedict Arnold, on account of his expenses 
in his oxpedition against Ticonderoga and Crown-P oint, 
a balance amounting to 819 Dollars. ‘ 

Ordered, That tho same be paid to Silas Deane, Esq. 

Resolved, That orders bo sent to the Committee of 
Trenton to send General Prescott and Captain Chace, un- 
der a Guard, to Philadelphia. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Three be appointed to 
consider a proper method of paying a just tribute of grati« 
tule to the memory of General Montgomery, 

‘The Members chosen, Mr, Livingston, Doctor Frank- 
lin, and Mr, Hooper, 

Tho Congress proceoded to the election of Field-Ofii- 
cers for the Second Canadian Regiment, and Moses Ha- 
zen, Bsq., was unanimously elected Colonel-commandant ; 
Edward Antill, Esq., Lieutonont-Colonel. 

Resolved, That the United Colonies will indemnify Col- 
onel Hazen for any loss of half-pay le may sustain in con 
sequence of his entering into their sorvice, ve 

Resolved, That the appointment of Majors, Captains, 
and Subaltern and Staff-Officers in the said Regiment, be 
left to tho Commander-in-chief in Canada, with the advice 
of the General Officers in that country, and of Cqlonol Ta~ 
zen, Lieutonant-Colonel Antill, and Mr. Price. 

The Congress resumed the consideratiqa of Colonel 
Bull’s application for leave to resign his commission, 
which, being read, was accepted. : 

‘The Congress then proceeded to the election of « Colo~ 
nel for the said First Ponaybonsia Battalion, in the roow 
of Colonel Bull, when John Philip De Elaas was elected. 

The Congress took into consideration tho Roport of the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and the same being read, wasy 
referred til] to-morrow. ai4 

A Memorial from Captain Duncan Campbell, a prisorier’ 
in the Jail of Philadelphia, being vend, is a a 

* Resolved, That the Committee of Safety of Péetinsylua~ 
nid be directed to release Captain Cayypbe 1 on his parole,: 
similar with that of the other Office >. edaceit ‘ 

That Captain Campbell have dpe ito reside at Lancas~ 
ter. a ia : 
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Application being made in behalf of Lieutenant McDo- 


_ nad, for leave to come to Philadelphia, and remain there 


five days, in order to transact some necessary business, 

Resalved, That the same bo granted. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morraw. 

Tuosday, January 23, 1776. 

A Letter from General Schuyler, of the 14th of January, 
énelosing.a Letter from General Arnold, was read: 

Resolved, That an account of the late repulse our Troops 
met with, and the loss sustained in the unsuccessful atternpt 
‘on Quedbeck, be drawn up by the Secretary und laid before 
Congvess. 

+ Resolved, That a Committee of Three be appointed to 
prepare a Letter to the Canadians. 

The Members chosen, Mr, Livingston, Mr. Lynch, and 
Mr, Wilson. 

Resoled, That the Articles of War be translated into 
French, and 500 copies sent to Canada, 

Jt being represented to Congress that Mr. Hazen was 
under parole to General Carleton, the Congress proceeded 
fo the chojee ofa Colonel for the Second Canadian Regi- 
ment, when the ballots being taken, Hdward Antill, Esq., 
was lected Colonel-commandant, 

Resolved, That the appointment of Lieutenant-Colonel 
for said Regiment be left to the Commander-in-chief in 
Canada, with the advice of the General Officers in that 

‘country, and Colonel Andill and My. Price. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due : 

To Adam Eel, for Wagonage from Lancaster to Cam~ 
bridge, with Captain Sniil’s Company of Riflemen, a ba- 
lance of 43,3 Dollars, 

To Deborah Siddens, for Provisions, &c., for Captain 
Ross's Company, the sum of 15.5 Dollars. 

To John Jervis, for Ferviage, Horse-hire, &c., the sum of 
12 Dollars. 

To the Committee of Rombouts Precinct, in Dutchess 
County, in the Colony of New-York, the sum of 129.4 
Dollars, 

To Robert Erwin, for Wagonage, 67 Dollars. : 

To Zimothy Matlack, for cash paid by him to Archibald 
Dick, the expenses of a guard over a Powdor-Wagon, 16.4 
Dollars, 

:'The Congress took into consideration the Report of the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, which was reconnnitted, 


Regolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
m favour of the Committee of Safety of the three lower 
Counties on Delaware, for the sum of 3000 Dollars, for 
the use of the Battalion ordered to be raised there, the said 
Committee to be accountable for the expenditure. 

The Committee to’ whom sundry Letters were enataty 
referred, brought in their Report, which was read. 
1’ Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 


, ot 


Wodnoaday, January 24, 1776, 
A Letter from the Committee of Trenton, of January 
23d was read. 
* The Secretary laid before Congress an account of the 
repulse our Troops met with in their attempt on Quebeck, 


wag read : 
‘ Onderdl, That the same be published. 


An nee. of the Repulse our Troops met with in their 
attempt on Quebeck, the 3lst December, 1775, published 
by Congress. . 
«The letters from Canada bring an account of an unsue- 
gedsful gttempt made to gain possession of Quebeck by 
iio, on the 81st December last, between the hours of 
*twO"aild geven in the morning, 

‘The General, finding his cannon too light to effect a 
breach, and that'the enemy would not hearken to terms of 
capitulation, formed a design for carrying the town by esca- 
Inde, In this' he was encoutaged by the extensiveness of 
the iat and the weakness of the garrison, When ever 
thing wis prepared, while he was waiting the SrpoHunied 
of a snow-storin to carry the design into execution, seve- 
ra] men. deserted to the enemy: His plan at first was to 
sbaye attacked the upper and lower town at the same time; 
Sepending principally for success against the upper town. 
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But discovering from tho motions of the onemy, that they 
were apprized of his design, ho altered his plan; and hav- 
ing divided his littte army into four detachmnents, ordered 
two feints to be made against the upper town, one by Col- 
onel Livingston, at the head of the Canadians, ngainst St, 
John’s Gate; tho other by Ca nioin Brown, at the lead of 
a small detachment, against Cupe-Diamond ; reserving to 
himself'and Colonel Arnold the two principal attacks tigathst 
the lower town. : 

At five o'clock, the hour appointed for the attatl, the 
General, at the head of tho New- Yorke see, advanced 
against the lower town at dunce de Mere. Being obliged 
to take a circuit, the signal for the attack was given, and 
the garrison alarmed, before he reached the placo.e How- 
ever, pressing on, ho passed the first barvicr, and was just 
opening to attempt the second, when, by the first fro 
from the enemy, he was unfortunately killed, together with 
his Aid-de-camp, Captain John Macpherson, Capt, Cheese- 
man, and two or three, more. ‘Chis so dispirited the men, 
that Colonel Canpbel/, on whom the command devolved, 
found himself undor the disagreeabl necessity of drawing 
them off, 

In the mean while, Colonel Arnold, at the head of about 
three hundred and fifty of those brave troops who with un- 
paralleled fatigue had penetrated Canada under his com- 
mand, and Captain Lamb's Company of Artillery, liad 
passed through St, Roques, and approached near fh two- 
gun battery, without being discovered, This he attacked ; 
and though it was well defended for about on hour, car- 
ried it with a loss of a numbor of men, In this attack Col- 
onel Arnold had the misfortune to have his leg splintered 
by a shot, and was obliged to be carried to the Hospital, 
After gaining the battery, his detachment passed on to a 
second barrier, which they took possession of By this 
time the enemy, relioved from the other attneks, by our 
troops being drawn off, directed their whole force agninst 
this detachment; and a party sallying out from Palace. 
Gate, attacked them in the rear, : 

These brave men sustained tho force of the whole gar- 
rison for three hours; but finding thomselves hommed in, 
and no hopes of rolief, they were obliged to yield to‘num- 
bers, and the advantageous situation the garrison had over 
them, 

No regular“return is yet come to hand; but by the ad- 
vices received, we learn, that our loss, in killed and Wound» 
ed, amounts to about sixty,“and three hundred taken pri- 
soners, who are treated very humanely. Among the slain 
are Captain Hendricks and Lieutinant Etunphreys, of the 
Riflemen, and Lioutenant Cooper. 

Afier this unfortunate repulse, the remainder of the Army 
retired about threo miles from the city, whore thoy have 
ae themselves advantagcously, and are continuing tho 

lockada, waiting for reinforcements, which aro now on thoit 
march to join them, é 

Every possible mark of distinction was shown to the 
corpse of General Montgomery, who was interred in Que- 
beck, on the 2d January, 


Resolved, That such of tho Soldiers, ordered to Canada, 
as are married, and are dosivous of having part of thoir pay 
given to their Wives, be indulged; and that the Captains 
bo directed, in future payments of such Soldiers to deduct 
such part out of their Monthly Pay. ; 

Resolved, That the President be desired to inform Ge- 
neral Schuyler, that the return of Cannon, mentioned in hils 
letter of December 21st, is mistnid, and that, therefore, he 
be desired to make a return (o Congross as soen as may be, 
of all the Cannon and Artillery at Crown-Point and Ltcon- 
deroga, exclusive of those taken by Golonel Know, for Ge- 
neral Washington, 

Resolved, That Mr. Bankson be appointed a First Lieu- 
tenant in the room of Mr, Morgan, who is in the country, 

Information being given to Congress, that some Soldiers 
in the First Pennsylvania Battalion, now ordered to march 
immediately to Canada, are not supplied’ with Arms: 

Resolved, ‘That the Commanding Officer of gnid Battas 
lion be directed to make a Return of the Arms of said Bat- 
talion, and how many are wanting, to the President of the 
Committee of Inspection ard Observation, for the City and. 
Liberties of Philadelphia. , . 1 

That the said Committee be desired to use their utmgit 

i 2 & ae 


+ 


1658 


influence to provide good Arms for such of said Battalion 
as may want them. 

Resolved, That a Cothmittee of Seven be appointed to 
consider the propriety of establishing a War-Office, and 
the powers with which he said Office should be vested. 

The Members, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Franklin, Mr. BE, Rut- 
leslee, Mr, Harrison, Mr, Ward, My. S. Adams, and Mr, 
Morris. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Lotter to the 
Inhabitants of Canada, reported a draft, which being read 
and considered, was approved, as follows: 


Fruenps ap Counrrynen; Our former address to you 
ointed out our rights and grievances, and the ineans we 
have in our power, and which we are authorized by the 
British Constitution to use, in the maintenance of the 
former, and to obtain a redress of the latter. 

We have, also, shown you, that your liberty, your ho-~ 
nour, and your happiness, are essentially and necessarily 
connected with the unhappy contest which we have been 
forced into for the defnce of our dearest privileges. 

We seo with inexpressible joy the favourable manner in 
which you have received the just and equitable remonstran~ 
ces of your friends and countrymen, who have no other 
views than those of strengthening and establishing the causa 
of liberty. ‘The services you have already rendered the 
common cause deserve our acknowledgments, and wo feel 
the just obligation your conduct has imposed on us to make 
our services reciprocal, 

The best of causes aio subject to vicissitudes; and dis 
appointments have ever been mevitablo. Such is tho lot of 
human nature. But generous souls, enlightened and warmed 
with the sacred fire of liberty, become moro resohite as 
difficulties increase ; aud surmount, with irresistible ardour, 
every obstacle that stands between them and the favourite 
object of their wishes, 

We will never abandon you to the unrelenting fury of 
your and our enemies. ‘Two battalions have already re- 
cejved orders to march to Canada, a part of which are now 
on their route. Six additional battalions are raising in the 
United Colonies, for the same service, and will receive 
orders to proceed to your Province as soon as possible. 
The whole of theso troops will probably arrive in Canada 
befoye the Minigterial army under General Carleton can 
receive any succdurs, Ixclusive of the forces bolbremen- 
tioned, we have directed tat measures be immediately 
taken to embody two regiments in your country. Your 
assistance in the suppért and preservation of American 
liberty affords us the most sensible satisfaction; and we 
flatter ourselves that you will seize with weal and eagerness 
the favourable moment to co-operate in the success of so 
glorious an enterprise. And if more considorable forces 
should become requisite, they shall not fail boing sont. 

At this period you must be convinced that nothing is so 
essential to guard our interests and liberty as officncious 
measuyes to combine our mutual forces, in order that, by 
such a union of succour and counsels, wo may be able to 
haflle the endeavours of an enemy who, to weaken, may 
attempt to divide us. ‘To this effect we advise and exhort 
you to establish Associations, in your diflerent Parishes, of 
tlie samo nature with those which have proyod so salutary 
to the United Colonies ; to elect Deputies to form a Pro- 
vincial Assembly; and that said Assembly be instructed to 
appoint Delegates to represent them in this Congress. We 
flatter ourselves with the prospect of the happy moment 
when the standard of tyranny shall no longer appear in this 
Jand; and w? live in full hopes that it will never hereafter 
find shelter in North- America, 

‘Signed in the name and by order of Congress: 
Joun Hancoox, President, 

Philadolphia, January 24, 1778, 

. Ordered, That it be immediately translated and printed, 


Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the ‘Treasurers, in * 


favour of Mr, Carpenter Wharton, for the sum of one thou- 
sand Dollars, to enable him to supply tho Pirst Pennsylua- 
nia Battalion with Provisions on their march to Albany ; he 
to ba accountable. 

~sResolved, That a Committee of Five be appointed to pre- 
pare-an Address to the Inhabitahts of the United Colonies, 
4 Ebe Members chosen, Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Wilson; Mr, 
Hooper, Mi. Duane, and’ Mt. Alexander. 


. 


CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, JANUARY 25, ins. 


9 


1654: 


Resolved, That an Ordér be drawn on the Treasuyors, in 
favour of Colonel Lfazen, for sum of 5334 Dollars, he to 
be accountable, 7 : 

Thata like Order be drawn in favour of Colonel Antill, 
for the sum of 200 Dollars, Oa 

That the sum of 26663 Dollars, in specie, be advanged 
to Colone! Hazen, for the use of the Battalion to be by 
him raised in Canada. f 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow. 


; ‘ow 


ma 
Thursday, January, 25, 1776, 
A Letter from the Committee of Trenton, dated the 28d 
of January ; a Letter from lobetson Hamar, dated January 
28; a Letter from Dr. Richard Huddleston, of the same 
date; and a Leiter from the Committee of Lancaster, of 
the 22d of Janta y, enclosing an answer from the Officers 
to the Resolutions of Congress, were read. uN, 
Resolved, That the foregoing be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence, i 


A. Letter from Colonel Maxwell, respecting the unpte~ 
pared state of his Battalion, being read: 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, in 
favour of the Committee of Lrenton, for the sum of 4000 
Dollars, for tha purchase of Arms for Colotiel Macwell’s 
Battalion, the said Committeo to be accountable, 

Resolved, That the President write to the sail Commit. 
tea, and to Mr. Lowrey, stimulating them to furnish Colonél 
Meacwell with the articles necessary for their march; and 
that the President write to Colonel Mazxtvell, and direct him 
to sond forward to Albany the first Company that can: ba 
got ready, and that ho cause the ather Companies to marola 
with like expedition, as fast as they can be got ready, 

Resolved, That a Committee of Threo be appointed to 
take the examination of General Prescott and Captain 
Chace, who are now arrived at Philadelphia, and report 
to Congress, ‘ 

The Members chosen, Mr. Adams, Mr, Ward; avid Mr. 
Sherman. ' , ‘ 

The Committee appointed to consider of a proper tie 
thod of paying a just tribute of gratitude to the memory 
of General Montgomery, brought in their Report, which, 
being taken into consideration, wns agreed to, as follows: 

Tt being not only a*uibute of gratitude justly due (o the 
memory of those who have recullal distinguishod them- 
selves in the glorious cause of liberty, to perpetuate their 
names by the most durable Monuments erected to their 
honour, but, also, greatly conducive to inspire postérity 
with an emulation of their illustrious actions: boa 

Resolved, "That, to express the veneration of the United 
Colonies for their lato General, Richarc’ Montgomery, and 
the deep sense they entertain of the many sighal and im» 
portant services of (hat gallant officer, who, aller a series 
of successes, amidst the most discouraging difficultics, fell; 
at Joe in a gallant attack upon Quedeck, the Capital of 
Canada, and for transmitting to future ages, as examples 
truly worthy of imitation, his patriotism, conduct, bolduess 
of entorprise, insuperable perseyernnae, and contempt of 
dangor and death, a Monument he procured, fiom Paris, 
or any other part of Zrance, with an inscription, sacred to 
his memory, and expressive of his amiable character and 
heroick achievements ; and that the Continental Treasurers 
be directed to advance a sum, not exceeding thre hundred 
Pounds storling, to Dr. Benjamin Franklin, (who is de~ 
sired to see this Resolution properly executM®,) for ‘deflay~ 
ing the expenses thereof, 

That Dr. Smith be desired to prepare and deliver a Pu+ 
neral Oration in ‘honour of General Montgomery, and of 
those Officers and Soldiers who so magaanimously fought 
and fell with hit i maintaining the principles of American 
liberty. ; : 
Resolved, That the direction of the Fleet fitted out by. 
the order of Congross bo left to the Marine Committed, a 

A Letter from General Washington, dated theLdirof 
January, was laid before Congress, and read. cage * 
* Resolved, ‘Chat it be referred: for consideration to the: 
Committee of Correspondence. . tw 

Resolved, That Mr. James Manse» be’appointed’ Oom-- 
missary to supply the Battaliong ordered to~be raised in, 
Pennsylvania with the articles allowed by Congress ;‘ he: 
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to be allowed one and one-fourth per contum, in full of all 
charges for the money passing througlt his hands, and to 
give security for the just and faithful expenditure of the 
same. 

That Mr, Lynch and Me, Allen bo appointed to take 
the security. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, in 
favour of the Delegates of North- Carolina, for the sum of 
ten thousand Dollars, for the use of tho Battalions ordered 
to be raised in that Colony. 

The Committee appointed to take the examination of 
General Prescott and Captain Chace, made report of their 
proceedings. 

Resolved, That Colonel Roberdeau be requested to re- 
Hieve the guard from ‘Trenton, wha have charge of General 
Prescott and Captain Chace, with a trusty guard from his 
Battalion, 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to tale tho 
examination of General Prescott and Captain Chace, bo 
directed to inquire particularly into the conduct and cha- 
racter of General Prescot{; to consult the Letters of Ge- 
neral Washington, General Schuyler, and General Mont- 
gomery, respecting him; and report to Congress. 

Resolved, That the Fortification at Crown-Point be not 
repaired ; and that the Fortress at Ticonderoga be re- 
paired and made defensible ; and that General Schuyler be 
desired to make return to Congress, as soon as may be, of 
the size and umber of Cannon that will bo necessary to 
fortify that place. . 

The Congress being informed that there are some cir- 
cumstances attending the parole given by Mr. Iazen, 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to inquiro 
into the particulars. 

The Committee returned, and reported, that, upon in- 
quiry, they find the parole was given while he was in close 
custody; that, notwithstanding the parola, he was still con- 
tinued ‘in the same confinement, and kept confined till re- 
leased by General Montgomery, after gaining possession of 
Montreal, Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Resolutions passed on Monday 
stand; and that those passed on Tuesday, respecting the 
appointment of Colonel and Lieutenant-Colonel of Cana- 

ian Regiments, be expunged. 

«Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 


Friday, January 26, 1776, 


A Letter'ftom General Lee, dated 22d January, enclos- 
ing o Letter from the Committee of Safety of New-York, 
bging received, was read. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Three be appointed to 
consider what allowance ought to be made for paying the 
Troops in New-Jersey and Pennsylvania, and report to 
Congress. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Ward, Mr. Harrison, and Mr. 
Allen, 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of the Commissioners for Indian Affairs in the 
Middle Department, for the sum of one thousand Dollars; 
they to be accountable. 

A Petition from sundry persons, respecting the Tnlisting 
Apprenticgs, was presented and read, 

The Congress taking into consideration the Letter from 
General Lee, ith the enclosure: 

Resolved, Tuat a Committee of Three be appointed to 
repair to New-York, to consult and advise with the Coun? 
oil of Safety of New-York and General Lee, respecting the 
immediate defence of the said City; and that General Luce 
he diyected to follow the determination of the said Commit- 
tee thereupon. 

‘That it be, an instruction to the said Committee, in case 
the City cannot be defended, that they earnestly recom- 
mend it to the inhabitants immediately to remove their most 
valuable effects to a place of safety. 

That ghe said Committee be further instructed to consul 
with General Lee and the Committee of Safety of New= 
York, about the Fortifications on Hudson’s River, and 
about fortifying the pass at Hellgate, , 

» Tho Committee appointed Mr. Harrison, Mr. Lynch, 
and.Mr. Allen. 
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A Letter from Fort-Pitt, dated tho 16th of January, 
with enclosures, were read, ‘ 
. Ll 
Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow. 


Sflurday, January 27, 1776, 

A Letter from General Washington, 19th January, with 
four enclosures. Saas 

Resolved, That the samo bo reforred to My. Wythe, Mr. 
Sherman, Mr. Ward, and Mr. S. Adams. is 

A Letter from the Committee of Zrenton, dated 24th 
January, with an enclosure; a Letter from Lord Stirling, 
dated 25th January ; and a Letter from Mr. Lowrey, dated 
24th January, were read, and referred to the sam8 Com- 
mittee. ‘ 

Resolved, That a Committee of two be appointed to 
confer with Colonel EHazen, 

The Members chosen, Mr. Adams and Mr, Duane, 


The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due ta 
Colonel C. T¥ynkoop, tor expensesein bringing a party of 
Prisoners from S¥, John’s, the sun of 765.7 Dollars, of 
which 86.2 Dollars ought to be charged to the Ofticars of 
the suid party of Prisoners, e 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee of Inspection of Zsopus, 
ot Kingston, be divected ta supply the Prisoners thera with 
necessary Clothing, and also to provide them with Lodg- 
ing and Provisions, not exceeding tho rations allowed to 
Privates in the Continental Army, on the most reasonable 
terms they can, 

Resolved, That n Committee of Five be appointed to 
take into consideration the Roport of tho Commissioners 
for Indian Aftairs in the Middle Department, and the state 
of the Indians in the said Department, and report. + 

The Membors chosen, Mr, (Wythe, Mr, Paine, My, Wil- 
son, Mr, Duane, and Mr, Rogers. . 

Resolved, That a Commission issuo to Cayashota, giving 
him the rank of n Colonel, and that a silver Gorget be 
presented to him. " 


Tho Congress taking into consideration the Report of 
the Committce on the case of Mr, Jugé, 

Resolved, That Mr. Jugé be permitted to export the 
produce or manufactures of the Province of Maryland, 
(Horned Cattle, Hogs, Sheep, and Pouttry excepted) to 
any port or place whatsoever, (except to Great Britain, 
Freland, British Isles, the British West=Indies, and for the 
supply of the British Army or Navy in ‘America,) to the 
amount of the Canvass imported by him into the said Pro- 
vince ; the said value to be ascertained by the Committee of 
Inspection and Observation for tho County of Baltimore. 

Resolved, nevertheless, That tho indulgence, in this ine 
stance, ought not to be drawn into example, the same being 
granted to Mr, Jugé on account of the peculiar clreum- 
stances of his case; aud that tho said Mr. Jugé ho enjotn- 
ed, by the aforesaid Committee of Baltimore, to avoid, if 
pees all British Ships-ofWar and Armed Cutters on 
lis voyage. 

A Memorial from ZZ. Keppele and John Steinmetz, boing 
laid before Congiess, and road, 
ae That the same be reforred to a Committee of 

hres. 1 

The Members chosen, Mr. Ward, My. Alexander, and 


Mr. Wythe. 


Resolved, That a Committee of Three be appointed to 
take into consideration the matter of inlisting Apprenticas, 
and persons in debt, und report thereon to Congress, 

The Members chosen, Mr. McKean, Mr. Paine, and 
Mr, Wythe, *. ; 

The Committee to whom part of the Report on the Trea- 
ty held with the dndians at Albany, and the Letter from 7% 
P. Douw, Esq., was recommitted, brought in their Report, 
which being taken into consideration, the Congress, there- 
upon, came to the following Resolutions: 

Resolved, ‘That in order to preserve the fiemiship and 
confidence of the Indians, and to prevent thoir syffering for 
want of the necessmies of life, a suitahlo assortment of Ine 
dian Goods, to the amount of £40,000 sterling, be impor}- 
ed on account and risk of the United Colonies. sek 

That the said Goods, when imported; be divided amon 
the different Departments, in the following proportions, via 


. 
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For the Northern Department, comprehending Canada, the 
value of £18,838 6s. 8d. sterling ; for the Middle Depait- 
ment, the like value, andthe residue for the Southorn De- 
partment. 

That in order to pay for tho said Goods, a quantity of 
produce of these Colonies be exported to some foreign Hu- 
rogemy market, where it will sell to the best advantage. 

That the Secret Committee be empowered to contract 
with pyoper persons for importing said Goods, and for ex- 
porting produce to pay the same, 

That the suid Goods, when imported, be delivered to 
the Commissioners of Indian Affairs for the respective 
Departments, or their order, in the proportions before men- 
tioned. * 

That the respective Commissioners, ar such of them as 
can conveniently assemble for that purpose, shall, as the 
Goods arrive, fix a price, adding to the first dost, interest, 
the charge of insuranco, and all other charges; and, also, a 
commission, not exceeding two and-a-balf per cent. on the 
first cost, for their own gare and trouble in receiving, storing 
and selling them among the Indian traders ; but such Com- 
missioners as are at the same time members of Congress, 
shall_not be burdened with this part of the business, nor 
receive any part of the aforesaid commission. 

That no person shall be permitted to trade with the Jn- 
dians without license from one or more of the Cominission- 
ers of cach respective Department, 

That all traders shall dispose of their Goods at such 
stated reasonable prices, as shall be fixed and ascertained 
by the Commissioners, or a majority of such as cau con- 
yentently assemble for that purpose, in each respective 
Department, and shall allow the Indians a reasonable price 
for their skins and furs, and take no unjust advantage of 
their distress ov intemperance ; and, for this purpose they 
shall, respectively, upon receiving their liconses, onter into 
bond to ha Commissioners, for the uso of the United Co- 
lonies, in’ such pale, as the acting Commissioners, or 
Commissioner, shall think proper, conditioned for the per- 
formance of the terms and regulations above prescribed, 

That to such licensed traders only, the respective Com- 
missioners shall deliver the Goods, so to be imported, in 
such proportions as they shall judge will best promote a 
fair trade, and relieve the necessities of the Indians, 

Thay every tragler, on receiving the Goods, shall pay to 
the Commissioners in hand, the price at which they shall 
he estimated; and the Commissioners shall, from time to 
time, as the money shall come to their hands, transmit the 
same to the Continental Trensurors, deducting only the 
allowance for their trouble as aforesaid, 

That the trade with the Jvdian nations shall be carried 
on at such posts, or places only, as the Commissioners for 
ench Department shall, respectively, appoint. 

That these Resolutions shall not be construed to provent 
or debar any private person from importing goods for the 
Indian wade, under the restrictions expressed in the Asso- 
ciation. : 

Adjourned to ten o’clock, on Monday. 

Monday, January 29, 1776, 
. A Letter from Governour Trumbull, dated January the 
20th, being received, was read, 


Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Tveasurers, 
in favour of James Mease, Commissary, for the sum of five 
thiowsand Dollars, for the use of the Battalions ordered to 
be raised in Pennsylvania, 


The Cominittee to whom were referred the Letter from 
General Washington, dated the 19th instant, with the Pa- 
pers therein mentioned, and the Letter from Lord Stirving, 
dated the 24th of the same month, and the Letter from 
Mr, Tucker, Chairman of the Committee of Safety of New- 
Jersey, dated the day last mentioned, brought in their 
Report: Whereupon, 

Recolved, ‘That the applications made by Goneral Mash- 
ington to the Governments of New-Hampshtre, Massachu- 
setts-Bay,,and Connecticué, in such an exigency, to raise 
a Regiment in each of those Colonies for the service of 
Canada, were prudent, consistent with his duty, and a fur- 
ther manSfestation of his comm&ndable zea) for the good of 
hisccountny; that the ready attention of the said Govern- 
ments ‘to those ‘applications, and the aladrity with which 
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they undertook, and the expedition with which they proceed 
in the business, are additional proofs of their meritorious 
attachment to the common cause, aud may produce signal 
publick advantages; and that it be recommended to the. 
General Assembly of Massachusetts-Bay, to vaiso the like 
number of Matrosses, and in the lie manner, and that both 
these and the additional Regiment there, be inlisted on the 
same terms as those directéd to be raised for this service 
in New-Lampshire, Connecticut, New-York, and Penn- 
sylvania; and for this purpose, that twelve thousand five 
hundred Dollars be advanced to the Delegates of Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, and forwarded by them, with blank Military 
Commissions for the Field-Ofticers, Captains, and Subal- 
terns, signed by the President, to the said General Assem- 

That the three Regiments to be raised in New-JZamp- 
shire, Massachusctts-Bay, and Connecticut, for the service 
in Canada, be exclusive of the thirteen intended to rein- 
force the Army at Cambridge. 

That the loss of and damage to such Fire-Arms, belong- 
ing to the Soldiers in the service of the Continent, as shall 
happen not through carelessness or other misbehaviour, the 
value being ascertained in a proper manner, to be provided 
by the General Assemblies, Conventions, or Councils, or 
Committees of Safety of the United Colonies, respectively, 
be made good to the owners; and that their Arms, afier 
their time of service is expired, be not detained from them, 

That the alertness, activity and good conduct of Lord 
Sterling, and the forwardness and spirit of the gentlemen, 
and others, fiom Elizabethtown, who voluntarily assisted 
him in taking the Ship Blue-Mountain-Palley, were laud- 
able and examplary; and that his Lordship be directed to 
sceure the capture until the further order of the Congress 5 
and that, in the mean time, he cause such part of the lond- 
ing as would otherwise perish, to be disposed of by sale, 

The Committee desired leave to sit ngnin, which was 
granted, 


A Petition from Doctor Wheelock, being Inid before Con- 
giess, was read, and referred to the Committee on Indian 
Afftirs in the Middle Department. 


The Committee on the Inlistment of Apprentices, &e., 
brought in their Report, which, afler debate, was recom 
mitted, 

Tho Commitice of Claims reported, that there is duo to 
Dugh MeCleneghan, an Express from Pittsburgh, for ex- 
penses, &e., the sum of 46,2 Dollars, 3 ’ 

Ordered, That the same be paid, ry 

Resolved, That General Prescott be committed to, aie 
kept in close confinement in the Jail of Philadelphia, til! 
farther orders of Congress, 

That Captain Chace be remanded to Trenton, and per- 
mitted to reside with the other Officers on his parole. 


A Memorial and Proposal of Captain John Nelson, ‘ro 
specting aCompany of Riflemen, was presented to Con- 
gress, and read. 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to confer 
with Captain Nelson. 

The Members, Mr. Morton, Mr. Wisner, and Mr, Sher-' 
man. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow. : 


Tuoaday, ieauny 30, 1776, 

Resolved, That Doctor Cadwallader andgDr, FP. Ship- 
pen, Jun., be desired to inspect the room of the Jail where 
General Prescott is confined, and inquire into the state of 
his health, and report to Congress, 

The Committee appointed to confer with Captain Nal- 
son biought in their Report, which was taken into consi- 
deration, and thereupon, ‘ Ms Oa? 

Resolved, That Captain Nedson’s Company of Rifleman 
now raised, consisting of ono Captain, three Lieutenants 
four Sergeants, four Corporals, and seventy Privates; Ba 
jnlisted for the service of Canada, on the sanie’ totais ds 
the other Troops ordered for that service, snd that they 
march to Canada, and join a Regiment there"as soon dg 
possible; that they be allowed ons-quatter of a'Dellat per 
day, for their subsistence on their march to Albany. es 

‘That sik Dollars and two-thirdé of a Dollar bounty, be 
paid to each non-Commiissioned Officer and Soldier, who 
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is furnished. with sufficient Arms, Accoutrements, and 
Clothing for the service, upon their entgring into the ser- 
vice of the Colonies, and one month’s pay to the Com- 
wissioned Officers. ; 

That nine hundred Dollars be advanced to said Captain 
Nelson for that purpose, and for tho subsistence of said 
Company on their march to Reading. 

‘That the sum of seven hundyed Dollars be sent to the 
Committee of Inspection at Reading: thatsaid Committee 
pay one month's wages to the non-Commissioned Oflicers 
and Soldiers upon their arrival there, and deliver the residue 
of said sum to Captain Nelson, for the subsistence of said 
Company in their march from thence to Albany; he to 
account for what money he receives with General Schuyler, 
at Albany, 

The Officers of said Company are, John Nelson, Cap- 
tain; Moses Decker, First Licutenant ; Adam Oit, Second 
Lieutenant; Jsaae Newkirk, Third Lieutenant. 


The Committee, to whom General Washington's Letter, 
of the 14th of January, was referred, brought in their Re- 
port, which was read, and thereupon, 

‘Resolved, That all the Tent-Cloth which can be pro- 
oured in Philadelphia and New-York, be purchased for 
the Congress, and that the quantity necessary for the en- 
suing campaign in the Army before Boston, be forwarded 
thither, if so much is to be had. 

That it be recommended to the several Assemblics in 
New-England, to assist the General in procuring Arms ; 
and that the thanks of the Congress be given to such of 
them as bave already done so. 

Resolved, That Mr. James Mease, in Philadelphia, and 
Mr. Lewis, My. Alsop, and Mr. S. Morris, the Committee 
appointed to purchase Clothing in New- York, be directed 
to carry the former Resolution into execution. 

The Committee on the Inlistmont of Apprentices, &c., 
brought in their Report, which was taken into considera- 
tion, and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That no Apprentice whatsoever be inlisted 
within the Colonies of New-Jersey, Pennsyloania, the, 
Counties on Delaware, or Maryland, as 4 Soldier in the 
Army or Navy of thé United Colonies, without the consent 
of his master or mistress first obtained in writing; and that 
all Apprentices now jnlisted as Solgiers in the said Army 
or Navy, without such consent, be immediately discharged 
from the service, on the application of their masters or 
mistresses, upon payment of all just and reasonable charges 
of their inlistinent, 

That it be recommended to all creditors, whose de- 
mands against any person who is inlisted, or shall inlist, in 
the Continental service, shall not amount to the value of 
85 Dollars, not to arrest any such debtor till the expira- 
tion of the time for which he is inlisted. ’ 

That every person under the age of twenty-one years, 
inlisting himsel!in the Army or Navy aforesaid, may, within 
twenty-four hours after such inlistment, obtain his dis- 
charge, by refunding the money received from the Recivit- 
ing Officer, and returning such necessaries as may have been 
supplied him by tho Officer, or the value thereo! in monoy. 

dered, That these Resolutions be published, 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers 
for the sum of 1000 Dollars, to discharge a draft of the 
Paymastor-Genoral, for so much deposited with him, for 
the’nse of€he United Colonies. 


Resolved, Yhat a Committee of Five be appointed to 
take into consileration an application from the Committee 
of Safety of New-York, . 
¥ The Menibers chosen, Mr, Ward; Mr. Paine, Mr. Paca, 
Mislee, and Mr, Rodney. 

“Revolve, That a Member be added to the Committee 
of Correspondence, Mr. A. Morris was chosen. 

Resolved, Thut the Committeo for fitting out Armed 
Vessels be empowered to draw on the ‘Tyeasurers for a sum 
not exceeding 30,000 Dollars, in order to discharge sundey 
debts by then contrncted, ' 


Adjoummed to ten o'clock, to-morrow, . 
. Wednastay, January 31, 1776, 
viz: one from Lord Stirling, dated the 
one from the Committes of Trenton, of 


Sundry Letters, 
eh of January; 
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the 80th; one from Colonel 4.8%. Clair, of the 27th and 
one from Colonel Mazzwell, of the 81st of the same month, 
wore Inid before Cofigress, and rord. 

Resolved, That a Commitiec of Two he appointed to con- 
fer with Colonel Maxwell, respcoting the state of his Rogi- 
ment, and report the means of facilitating and hastening his 
march, 

Tho Members chosen, Mr, Livingston and My. Welson, 


Dr. Cadwallader and Dr. Shippen returned their Report, 
respecting the room where General Prescott is confined, 
and tho state of the General’s health, which was read, 


The Congress taking into consideration tho Letter from 
Colonel St, Clair, respecting the inlistment of somp of the 
Prisoners at Lancaster, 

Resolved, That the Prisoners who have been inlisted 
into the Continental Army be discharged, and that no 
more be inlisted. 

Ordered, That acopy of tho above be sent to tha Com- 
mittee of Lancaster, 


The Committee to whom sundry Lottors were referred, 
on the 27th instant, from General Washington and others, 
brought in their Report; whereupon, 

Resolved, That Mr. Barbarie, owner of the Sloor and 
Cargo said to have been taken by tho enemy, and retaken 
by one of the Continental vebsels-of-war, ought to make 
and prosecute his claim to the same, before the Court ap- 
pointed, or to be appointed by the Governmont of the Co- 
lony to which the said Sloop and Cargo were carried, to 
hear and determine causes civil and maritime, where a pro- 
coss ought to be instituted to confirm the re-capture and 
adjust the salyago, 

The Committee appointed to confer with Colonel Mav 
well, brought in their Report: whvreupon, 

Resolved, ‘That My. Thomas Lowrey, Commissary for 
the Battalions in New-Jersey, ba directed to procure all 
necessaries, except arms, for Colonel Maxwell's Regiment, 
immediately; and that the cost of the clothing, eid other 
articles absolutely essential, which the non-Commissioned 
Officers and Privates are to pay for, be by the said Com- 
missary procured forthwith, the cost thereof to be deducted 
out of the pay of the said non-Commissioned Officers and 
Soldiers; and that the Convention, or Coinmittee of Safo~ 
ty of New-JerSey, do get the Arms, alregdy ordered, with 
all possible expedition, and afford Mr. Lowrey all asststanca 
in the execution of the above? 

That tho Company in the said Regimont which is neay- 
est being furnished, bo supplied By any Arms and neces 
saries in the said Battalion, and marched off for Canada, 
and that the other Companies be furnished and marched as 
soon as possiblo, 

The Congress, taking into consideration the Lotter from 
Lord Stirling, : 

Resolved, ‘That the private adventures of the Captain 
and Mates of the ‘I'ransport, 3lue-Mountain- Valley, bo de- 
livered up to them. 

The Delegates for Massachusctts-Bay laid before Con- 
gress an account of their appointment, by which it appears 
that the Honourable John Hancock, Eisquiro, Me, Samuel 
Adams, John Adams, Hsq., Robert Treat Paine, Esq., 
Elbridge Gerry, Esq. ure elected to represent the said 
Colony in Congress for the year 1776, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 


— e 
. 


Thursday, Fobruary 1, 1776, 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the "Treasurers in 
favour of the Delegates of Virginig, for the sum of 383¢ 
Dollars, for the use of Mr, J. Walkef, one of the Commis- 
sioners for Indian Aftuirs in the Southern Dopartinent, the 
said Delegates to be accountable, 

Resolved, That a Member be added to the Committea 
on tho state of the Treasury, in the room of Mr, Cushing. 

The Member chosen, Mr. Samuel Adqms. 

Resolved, That General Prescott, who is’ confined a 
close prisoner in the Jail of Philadelphia, be aftowed, the 
attendance of his servant, and, in case his health require it, 


that he be allowed the attegdance of a Physician. oa 


, Resolved, That the Committee of Safety for Pennsylod.. 
nva be desired to take the parole of such Officers, who- ares 
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prisoners, now in PAtladelphia, and order them to their 
respective places of residence, 

The Congress took int® consideration the Report of the 
Comnuittee on establishing Posts and Expresses, and, after 
debato, “ 

Resolved, That the same be referred for further consi- 
deration, and that, in the mean while, Doctor Franklin bo 
diveetdd to write to the Postmasteis, aad inquire on what 
terms Expresses can be procured. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow. 

Friday, February 2, 1776, 

Two Letters from General Schuyler, dated 22d and 25th 
January, with an account of his expedition to Zryon 
County, with mine enclosures, being reccived, were read, 
and referred to a Commitlev of Three, 

Members chosen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. E. Ruéledge, and 
Mr. McKean. 


Genera) Sthuyler’s Receipt for £7,829 9s., Pennsyl- 
vania ourvency, delivered him by the hands of Mr, Zunch 
Tilghman, was laid before Congress, 

A, Letter from Colonel Wayne being read, : 

Resolved, That Colonel Wayne be directed to quarter 
his Battalion in and near Chesfer, until the further orders 
of Congress, or of a Committee of Congress, for that pur- 
pose appointed. 

Ordered, That the Secretary deliver to Mr. 7. Mease 
a copy of Colonel Mayne’s Letter, so far as respects tho 
supplying his Battalion with necessaries. 

The Committee to whom tho Memorial of Matthias 
Aspden was referred brought in their Report; which being 
taken into consideration, 

Resolved, That Mr. Aspden be permitted to export, in 
the Sloop Zryal, consi ae to him from Port-au-Prince, 
the Produce or Manufactures of these Colonies (Homed 
Cattle, Sheep, Hogs, Poultry, and Lumber for bales Casks 
excepted,) to Port-au-Prince, to the amount of £1,860, 
Pehnsyluanta currency, 

That the above permission be not drawn into precedent, 
and that Mr. Aspden take every possible precaution to 
avoid all British men-of-war and cutters on tho voyage. 

The Committee to whom the Memorial wf LL. Keppele 
and Join Steinmetz was referred, brought in thoir Report ; 
whereupon, . 

Resolved, That the Memorialists have no just claim to 
satisfaction or reparation tor the loss of their ship and car- 
go, seized by one of the King’s ships-of-war, and detained 
by Admhal Graves and General Lowe, cither out of the 
Continental Treasury, or out of the value of the clothing 
sent hither tosupply tha British troops at Boston, and inter- 
cepted and disposod of to tho use of the American Army. 

Resolved, That a Committce of Three be appointed to 
take un account of Prisoneis, the names of the Officers, 
and their places of residenco, and roport tho sama to Con- 

TeS8, 
Othe Members chosen, Mr. McKean, Mr, Smith, and 
Mr, Wisner. 

A Memorial from the Rev. Mr. Samson Occum was read, 

and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


. Adjourned to ten o’clock, on Monday next. 
a Monday, February 5, 1776. 

Resolvéd, That General Schuyler be directed to have 
the Arms ofsuch of the Troops marching to Canada, as 
pass through Albany, cavelully examined there; and such 
of thers as are deficiept-and want repair exchanged for (he 
good effective Arms “taken from the Tories, and to order 
those exchanged and loft, to be repaired. ; 

The Committee to whom General Schuyler’s Letters 
were relerred, brought in their Report; which were taken 
into consideration, and thereupon, 

Resolved, That General Shuler has proceeded, in dis- 
arniing sugh of the inhabitants of the County of Ziyon in 
the Colony of New-York as were disaffected and provi- 
viding for the future tranquillity of those parts, with fideli- 
ty, prudenee, and despatch, asd at the same time with a 
ptopem tamper towards that deluded people, and thereby 
performed a meritorious service. 
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That the cheerfulness and ready assistance of those who 
accompanied Geneyal Schuyler in his march to the County 
of Tryon, and their useful services in that expedition, dis- 
covered such a patriotick spirit, that it is hoped none of 
them will allow their countrymen to entertain a suspicion 
that any ignoble motive actuated them, by requiring a pe 
cuniary reward, especially, when they were employed in 
suppressing a mischief arising in their own neighbourhood. 

That the Resolution of Congress of the 8th day of last 
month, for sending Shipwrights from the Cities of New- 
Yorke and Philadelphia to build Battenus at Ticonderoga, 
be supeiseded; and that General Schuyler be desired to 
employ any such Artificers as he shall think proper in that 
business. 

That General Schuyler be desired to issue Warrants for 
completing the Regiment directed to be rnised in New- 
York for the service of Canada; and that it be recom- 
mended to the Convention of that Colony to appoint such 
Officers thereof as General Schuyler hath nominated. 

Vhat the appointments of Mr, Idubbard Brown to be 
Conductor of Autillery, Gyshert Marselis, Esquive, to be 
Barrackmaster, Mr. Peter Schuyler to take charge of the 
Arms, and My, Philip Van Rensselaer to be Storekeeper 
at Albany, by Geneial Schuyler, be confirmed; and that 
he be desired to inform Congress of the proper Salaries to 
be annexed to those Offices. 

That General Schuyler bo desired to procure skilful per- 
sons to assist General Moosier in exploring the River St, 
Lawrence, and to construct the Armed Boats:to be kept 
there, according {0 a former Resolution of Congress, 

That the bounty given by General Schuyler for oncon- 
raging men to enter into the Canadian servico, be approved, 
in consideration of the severe climate aud inclement season. 

That, by the Resolution of Congress of the 8th day of Jast 
month, respecting the Provisions and Stores to be sent to 
Fovt- George, it was intended, as General Sehuyler under- 
stood it, that he should bo supplied with such af those ati- 
cles as he should require. 

That General Schuyler be desired to employ such Bat- 
teaumen as are in or near Albany, instead of those it was 
recommended ta the Convention of New-York ta procure, 
upon the best terms he can, and to acquaint Congréss for 
what wages they will serve. 

That Captain —— Aynkoop be employed under Com- 
modore Douglass, in tho Naval Department. 

Ordored, That Genera) Schiyler's Narrative of hig 
march into Zryon County be published in tha Newspapers. 

The Committee to whom the Memorial of Samson Oc- 
cum, one of the Mohegan Indians, in Connectivut, was res 
ferred, bronght in their Bape which being considered, 

Resolved, Vhat a friendly commerce between the peo- 
plo of the United Colonies and the Indians, and the prepa 
gation of the Gospel, and the cultivation of the civil arts 
among the huter, may produco many and inestimable:ad- 
vantages to both; and that the Commissioners for Indian 
Affairs be «desired to consider of proper places, in their re- 
spective Departments, for tho residence of Ministers and: 

hoolinasters, and report tho same to Congress, 

That the Commissioners for Indian Affairs in the North 
em Department bo desired to inquire of Mr. Jacob Fow- 
lor, of the Montaule Tribe of Indians, on Long-Istand, and 
My, Joseph Johnson, of the Mohegan, upan what terms 
they will veside among the Six-Nations of Infians, and 
instruct them in the Christian religion, 

Resolved, That Mr. Dohickey Arundel who was fo- 
commended to the notice of Congress by Mr Levis, he 
desired to repair to General Seéuyler, and that Genoral 
Schuyler bo directed to oxamine him and, if he finds him 
capable, and suitably qualified, to employ bim in the Ar- 
tillery service in Canada, 

Doctor 7, Cadwallader having, ia a letter to the Presi- 
dent, represented that he was sont for by General Prescott, 
Inst Saturday ight, and found him very ill: his old wound 
broke out again; he complains of great pain; the orifice 
was swelled and hard; he had a fever and hoarsepess the 
Wound discharged a large quantity of thin matter "and for- 
ther representing, that, from the dampness of the toomy he 
is apprehensive it will endanger the General's life, if he 
remains there-long: Whereupon,  * : ; 

Resolued, That Doctor Cadwalluder be desired to pro- 
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vide a proper lodging for General Prescott, and that Ge- 
neral Prescott be removed from the Jail to that lodging, 
and there kept under a guard, 

That the Canmandiie Officer of the Troops in the Bar- 
‘racks of Philadelphia be directed to keep a proper guard 
over General Prescott, 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow. 

Toosday, February 6, 1776. 

A Letter from the Committee of Safety for New-York 
was read, informing that General Clinton arrived there on 
the 4th instant, but that it was apprehended his destination 
was to the Southward. 

Ordered, That a copy of the said Letter be sent to the 
Southern Colonies, 

The Congress, being informed that Colonel Eleard, 
having performed the service enjoined him, was ready to 
make report of his proceedings, 

Resolved, That a Committee of Three be appointed to 
confer with Colonel Heard, and receive his Report. 

The Membors chosen, Mr. Crane, Mr. Je, Rutledge, and 
Mr, McKean. 

A. Petition from sundry Captains of the New-Jersey 
Battalions was laid before Congress and read ; which being 
taken into consideration, 

Resolved, That the Officers of the two first New-Jersey 
Battalions be allowed the sum of ten Shillings for every 
Recruit by them raised, and that has passed muster, 


A Lotter from the Committee of Reading, in Berks 
County, was laid before Congress, informing that a number 
of Prisoners were arrived there, and desiring to know how 
me are to be supported. 

Resolved, That the same be reforred to the Committee 
appointed to contract for supplying the Prisoners. 

As two of the Members of said Committee are absent, 

Resolved, That two new Members bo added to said 
Committee. 

The Membets chosen, Mr, Wilson and Mr. Wolcott. 


The Committee on the Rogulations of Trade brought in 
their Repat, which was read and referred to Thursday 
next, then to be considered in a Committee of the Whole, 


Resolved, That General Schuyler be desired to en- 
courage Sutlers to attend the Aimy in Canada; and that 
they return such specie as they shall receive for the articles 
they supply it with to the Commissary, who shall daw 
orders, to be countersigned by the General, for the amount 
thereof, upon the President; by which means a sufficient 
stock may be in hand to pay off the Soldiers, and the risk 
and expense of sending money for that purposa may be 
jvosted, 


The Committee appointed to confor with Colonel Heard 
returned, aud laid before Congress a list of the names of 
nineteen persons taken into custody by Colonel Heard, by 
order of Congress, and brought to Philadelphia ; also, two 
oaths, taken by a number of tho inhabitants of Long-Island, 
one upon delivering up their arms, and the other respect- 
ing their future conduct. 

The names of the prisoners are, Benjamin Whitehead, 
doseph French, John Polhemus, Nathantel Moor, Samuel 
Hallet, William Weyman, John Shoals, John Fillet, Gil- 
bert Van Wyck, Daniel Kissam, Jacob Moit, Gabriel G. 
Ludlow, Charles Dicks, Samuel Martin, Samuel Clowes, 
Thomas Smiffi, George Weeks, David Brooks, John 
Townsend, 

_ Ordered, That the snid nineteen Prisoners be sent to 
New-York, and delivered to the Order of the Convention 
of ahat Colony, who are requested to confine or secure the 
said persons, until an inquiry be had by the Convention 
hy thelr conduct, and report thereof made to this Con- 
gress, 

* Ordered, That the Committee confer with Col. Heard 
about the mode of sending them. 


The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due, 
on severél Certificates produced by George Kenned: , the 
sum of 427.1 Dollars; that £127 1s, 8d, (838.9 Dollars,) 
of said sum being for Rifles furnished to Captain Morgan's 
Company of Rillemen, from Virginia, ought to he charged 
tg, Aad ‘ompany, and the remainder to the ontinent. 
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Resolved, That a Committes of Five be appointed to 
bring ina Resolution respecting tho exportation of Naval 
Stores for the publek service. ¢ 

The Members choson, Mr. Flewes, My. Lewis, Mr, 
Ward, Mr. Paine, and Mr. Adama, 


t 
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-moirow. 


Wodnoaday, Mobiuay 7,°1778, 

Resolved, That the sum of cight dollars be paid to Peter 
Webbers, an Express, for the timo ho bas heen dethined in 
Town. 

Two Letters from Lord Stirling, dated 2d and 5th of 
February, with sundry enclosures, were read and referred 
to My. Chase, Mr, Ruéledge, and Mr. Wythe, 

The Congress took into consideration tha Report of the 
Committee on the Letter fiom the Committee of Safety of 
New-Jersey, respecting the Prisoners ; and, after debate, 

Resolved, That the same be recommitted, and that the 
Comiittee appointed to take an account of the Prisoners 
bo added to the Commitico who brenght in this Ropot, 

That it be an instruction to the Committee to examine 
the capitulations entered into with the Prisonors at the time 
of their smrender, to have the paroles of the Ofticers taken, 
to order them to their respective placos of residence, and 
to see that the capitulations be duly observed, and the or- 
ders of Congress, respecting the Prisoners, punctually car- 
ried into execution, and, finally, to make a return to Con- 
gress of the parolos of the Officers, their names, and places 
of residence, and also the number of tho Privates, und 
where placed. 

As several of the two former Committees are absent, 

Rosolved, That two more Members be added: 

The Members choson, Mr. H4lson und My. Wolcott, 

The Committee now is, Mr. Adams, Mr, MeKean, Mv. 
Smith, Mr. Filson, and Mr, Wolcott, 

Resolved, That an Ordor bo drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of Mr. James Mease, for the sum of 10,000 Dol- 
lars, for the use of the Battalions ordered to bo raisediin 
Pennsylvania, he to be accountable. 

That a like Order be drawn in favour of the Naval Com- 
mittee, for the sum of 20,000 Dollars, to enable them to 
discharge the debts by them contracted, tho said Comimnit- 
tee to be accofintable. 

That the sum of 250,000 Dollars be’sent to the Pay- 
master-General, for tho uso of the Army at Cambridge. 

The Committee on the Letter from Reading, reported, 
that they have had a conference With David Franks, Esq., 
Agent to the Contractors for victualling the King’s 'T'roops, 
who says he will order rations to be issued to the Prison- 
ers lately brought to Reading > Whereupon, 

Resolved, That D. Franks, Esq., be allewed to victual 
the Prisoners at 2eading, und to sell his Bills to defray 
tho expense thereof, 

Resolved, That directions be given to Lenry Toller to 
furnish said Prisonas with Fuel and other necessaries. 


A Memorial from Murray, Sansom & Co, Jacob Wat. 
son, and Jrederick Rhinelander, of the City of New-York, 
was read ; 

Resolved, That the same be referred to a Committee 
of Three. 

He Members chosen, Mr. Zee, My. Nelson, and Mr. 
Read, 

A Petition of Pierre Le Fargue was laid before Con- 
gress and read. ai 

Resolved, That the same be referred to the Secret Com- 
mittee, 

Resolved, That a Committee of Three be appointed to 
examine the Journals, and report a fist of the matters yet 
unfinished, ! 

Tho Members chosen, Mr, E, Rutledge, Mr, Duane, and 
Mr, Sinith, 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow. 
Thursday, "Fobranrf 8, 1776, 
Resolved, That the 250,000 Dollars voted Yesterday, 
be sent to the Paymaster-General, under the care of Mr, 
Bull, and two other trusty persons. 7 


The following sums to be charged to the Paymaster 
General, being paid by the Treasurer: f 


‘ 
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1775, August 23.—On a draft of General Washington 
. John Mease, £100, Pennsylvania vurrency , 266% Dol- 
as, 

November 27.~~On a Draft of James Warren, Pay master- 
General, to Dr. Franklin, for the sum of 7111 Dollars, 

1776, February 2.—On ditto, to Cow & Furman, the 
sun of 1000 Dollars. 

February 6\~On ditto, to John Beane, 750 Dollas, 


Resolved, That a Committee of Three be appointed to 
contact with a proper person for supplying Colonel ayne’s 
Battalion with the Rations allowed them; that it be instruc- 
tion to said Committee to contract with some proper person 
for supplying the Pennsylvania Troops on the West side of 
the Susquehanna ; and, also, to contract with a proper per- 
son to supply"the Battalion ordered to be raised in the 
Counties on Delaware, while in that Government, 

The Members chosen, Mr, Morton, Mr, Lewis, and Mr. 
Wilson, : 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due: 

To Mr. Tench Tilghman, for charges, &c., in escorting 
asum of Money from Philadelphia to General Schuyler, 
the sum of 286.9 Dollars, 

T8 Azariak Dunham on several Certificates for Provi- 
sions to several Rifle Companies, the sum of 25.8 Dollars. 

To Melehtor Meng, for Wagon-hire, in carrying Money 
to Cambridge, the sum of 76 Dollars. 

To Moses Gale, for the cateitaiament of Captain Clug- 
gage’s Company of Riflemen, the sum of 9.7 Dollars, and 
that the same ought to be paid to Terry Wisner, sq. 

To John B. Scott, for expenses in conducting General 
Prescott from Trenton to Philadelphia, the sun of 14.3 
Dollars. 

To George Bunner, for Wagon-hire, in carrying Money 
fiom Philadelphia to General Schuyler, last November, the 
sum of 89 Dollars. 

To Dennis Sneeden, for Feiviage, Provisions, &c., the 
sum of 50.6 Dollars, to be paid to John atlsop, Esq. 

Yo Jesse Jones, for Lorse-hire, the stm of 8,7 Dotias, 
to be paid to Dealing. 

To Mare Bird, for necessaries to several Prisoners, 5.8 
Dollais. 

To George Meade § Co., on savéral Gertificates, the 
sum of104.4 Deilars, of which 99.2 being for Rifles fur- 
nished to Captain ZZ, Stevenson’s Company, ought to be 
charged to said Company, and the remaining sum of £1 
195s. 3%d., being for Provisions, is a Continental expense. 

Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid. 

“The Committee further reported, that My. MeKean had 
laid before them, an account of the application of 40 Dol- 
Jars, put into his hands by Congress, by which it appears 
that there remains in his hands, the sum of 15,4 Dollars. 

Ordared, That the same be paid into the hands of Z%- 
mothy Matlack, he to be accountable. 

The Committee on the disposition of the Prisoners, 10- 
ported the Form of a Parole to be signed by the Ofliceis, 
which being read, was agreed to, as follows: 

“1.45 66», being made a prisoner of war, by the 
Army of the Thiteen United Colonies in North- America, 
do promise and engage, on my word and honour, and on the 
faith of a gentleman, to depart from hence iminediately to 
+ +++. inthe Province of ,.,,.. being the place of my 
election; and there, or within six miles thereol, to remain 
duriag the, present war between Great Britain and the said 
United Ghouas: or until the Congiess of the said United 
Colonies shal order otherwise ; and that I will not directly 
or indirectly, give any intelligence whatsoever to the ene- 
mies of the Untted Celénies, or do, or say any thing in 
opposition to, or in prejudice of, the measures and proceed- 
ings of any Congress for the said Colonies, during the pre- 
sent troubles, or until 1 am duly exchanged or discharged, 

“Given under my hand, this... 4. day ofswee. 
A.D w eee” 

The Setret Committee, to whom the Potition of Mr, 
Pierre Le -¥argue was referved, brought in their Report. 

Whereupon, Resolved, That Mr. Pierre Le Fargue be 
pexmitted to load the Sloop, in which he imported a small 
goantiy of Powder and Arms, with the produce of these 

iglonies, (Horned Cattle, Sheep, Hogs, Poultry, and 
Lumber for making Casks excepted,) and export the same 
to Martinique. And that the said Mr. Pierre Le Fargue 


Fourrs Sertes.—Vou, tv. 


CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, FEBRUARY 9, ih. 


1666: 


do take every possjble precaution to avoid all Britésk'men- 
of-war and cutters on the voyage, and use his utmost en- 
deavours to borer iets these Colonies the Powder and 
Arms mentioned in his Memorial, and proposed to be im~ 
ported by him. 

The Committee on the Memorial of Murray, Sansom & 
Co., &c., brought in their Report, which was read, und 
ordered to lio on the table. 


A Memorial from the Committee of Safety of Pennsylua- 
nia, was laid before Congress, :especting the erecting of 
Powder-Mills. 

Ordered, To lie on the table, 


Resolved, That the sum of 100 Dollars be paid to Mr. 
Dokickey Arund:l, and that he be directed immediately to 
repair to General Schuyler. 

That a quarter-cask of Powder be delivered to Captain 
Craig, of Cotonel Sz, Clatr’s Battalion, for the use of his 
Company. 

That the sum of 12,000 Dollars be advanced to the Con- 
vention or Committce of Safety of New-York, for the use 
of the Battalions to bo raised there; that the same be trans- 
mitted by the Delegates of that Colony, the snid Conven- 
tion, or Committee of Safety, to be accountable, 


A Letter from Doctor Rush, and a Memorial from 
Doctor Connolly, respecting the stato of said Connolly's 
health, was presented to Congress and read: whereupon, 

Resolved, That the said J, Connolly bo allowod, at suit- 
able times, to walk in the Prison-yard, or Tlall, the Jail- 
keeper taking especial care to prevent his escape, 


Lhe Inhabitants of Richmond County, in the Colony of 
New-York, having refused to send Deputies to represent 
them in Provincial Convention, and otherwise manifested 
their enmity end opposition to the system and measures 
adopted for preserving the liberties of America; und, os a 
just punishinent for their inimical conduct, the Inhabitants of 
that Colony having been prohibited by the Convention fom 
all intercourse and dealings with the Inhabitants of the said 
County, and this Congross being informed by the Commit» 
tee of Safety of that Colony, that the Freeholders of the 
said County, did afterwards, without any opposition, elect 
Deputies to represent them in Provincial Convention ; but, 
as the proceedings against them had been submitted to the 
consideration of Congress, it was apprehended the Depu~ 
ties could not be received, until the sense of Congress 
thereupon should he communicated : f 

Resolved, therefore, That it be raferred to the said Pro 
vincinl Convention, to take such measures respacting the ad~ 
mission of the Deputies, and revoking the interdict upon the 
Inhabitants of said County, as they shall judgo most expe- 
dient: Provided, That the said Deputies, and major part 
of tho Inhabitants of said County, shall subscribe the As- 
sociation entered into in that Colony, 

Resolved, That Monday, tho 19th day of this month, 
he appointed for Doctor Smith to deliver a Funeral Oration 
in honour of General Mon(gomery, and of those Officers 
and Soldiers who so magnanimously fought and fell with 
him in maintaining the principles of American liberty. 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow. 


\ 


Friday, Fobruayy 9, 1776. 
Mr. Elbridge Gorry, from the Massachusetts- Bay, at~ 
tended, and produced a Certificate of the @pointment of 
Delegates from that Colony; which being read, and js as 


follows : 
“In Counol), January 18, 1776, 


“ Whereas, John LZancock, Samuel Adams, John Adams 
Robert Treat Paine, and Elbvidge Gerry, Ksquives, have 
been chosen, by joint ballot of the two Houses of Assem« 
to represent the Colony of Massachusetts- Bay, in pee 


bt 
Buy My 


land, in (ho American Congress, until the tst d 
f them, ‘are 


January, A.D. LITT: 
Resolved, That thoy, or any one or more oi 
hereby fully empowered with the Delegates from the other 
American Colonies, to concert, direct, und order’ sugh fur~ 
ther measures, as shall to them appear best calculated: for" 
the establishment of right and Jiberty to the American 
Colonies, upon a basis permanent and secure, against the 
power and art of the British Administration, and guarded 
against any future encroachments of their enemies, with 
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power to adjourn to such times and places as shall appear 
most conduciye to the publick safety and advantage. 
Read and accepted. Sent down for concurrence. 
*Jonn Lowen, Dep’y Sec’y, pro tem. 
“In tho Housa of Represontatives, January 18, 1776, : 
Read, andconcurred, And the Secretary is hereby di- 
rected, as soon ns may be, to signify to each of those gen- 
tlemen their appointment, with an attested copy of this 
Order, Sent up for concurrence. 
“James Warren, Speaker. 
“In Council, January 18, 1776: Read, and concurred. 
“Joun Lowen, Dep’y Sec'y, pro tem. 
“A trae Copy. Attest: 
“Perez Monroy, Deputy Secretary.” 


A number of Letters being received, were laid before 
Congress, and read ; . : 

From General Washington, 24th and 80th January, with 
acopy of one to General Schuyler, 27th January, and a 
number of intercepted Letters, 

From General Schuyler, 29th and 81st January, and Ist 
of February, 1776, enclosing two Letters fiom Colonel 
Arnold, 11th and 12th Janvary, and sundry other Papers. 

‘Fyom Governour Trumbull, 8d February, with sundry 
enclosed Papeis. 

Resolved, That the above Letters be referred to a Com- 
mittee of Five, 

. The Membeis chosen, Mr, Chase, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. 
Penn, Mr. Hythe, and Mr, Rutledge, 


Two Letters fiom the Convention of New-Jersey, dated 
Olt February, 1776, were read; the one, respecting Tea, 
was referred for consideration to Monday next; the other, 
recommending proper persons for Ficld-Ofticers of tho 
Third Battalion, ordeied to be raised in that Colony: 
Whereupon the Congress proceeded to an election, and 

Hilias Dayton was elected Colonel; Anthony Walter 
White, Licutenant-Colonel; Francis Barber, Majo. 

A Memorial from Mr. Kirkland was presented to Con- 
gress, and read, 

Ordered, "To lie on the table. 


The Congress took into consideration the Report of the 
Committee on the second Memorial of Sansom, Murray & 
Co., &e.; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Memorialists be permitted to make 
sale of their cargo of Wheat in Connecticut, ar else to pro- 
ceed on their original yoyage to ulmouth, in England, 
and a market, under the office, papers, and clearances, 
which the said vessel sailed with from New-York in Sep- 
tember last; and, also, subject to tho former restrictions of 
Congress, respecting the appointment of a commander, 

Information being given to Congress, that a quantity of 
Powder, Arms, and Saltpetie, was arived: 

Resolved, That the Committes appointed on the 13th 
of last month, to purchase the Saltpetre then arrived, and 
have it manufactured, be further directed and empowered 
to take every necessary measure to have the Saltpetre, now 
arrived, maaufactured into Gunpowder with all possible 
expedition, 

Resolved, That a copy of the Paper relating to Signals, 
found among the intercepted Letters, be sent to the Com- 
mander ofthe Fleet, and that the Delegates of the several 
Colonies be permitted to send to their respective Conven- 
tions, or Confitiittee of Safety, a copy of the said Papor, 
under a strong injunction to keep it secret. 4 

Resolved, That two tons of the Powder now arrived, be 
returned to the Committee of Salety for Pennsylvania, in 
pate of that borrowed of them. 

“Phat the former Order of Congress, to grant one ton of 
Gunpowder to the Colony of North- Carolina, be answered 
out of the Powder belonging to the Continent, now arrived. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to manufac- 
ture the Sualtpetre into Gunpowder, be directed to inquire 
and repgrt to Congress, a state of the Powder, Arms, and 
Saltpetre now arrived, ; ° 

A Memorial from Stacey Hepburn was presented to Con- 

“gress and read. 
* Referred to a Committee of Three: Mr. McKean, Mr. 
Nelson, and Mr. Penn, 


* "Adjourned to ton o’elock, on Monday next. 
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Monday, Fobrunyy 12, 1776, 


A Letter from Major-General, Zee, dated the 9th of 
February, was presented to Congress and read, wherein 
he informs that a Transpoit with Troops was arived at 
Netw- Yorie, that more might be e#.pected, and, therefore, 
that a further reinforeement was necessary to sucure and 
defend that place: Whereupon, ea 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Convention 
or Committeo of Safety of New-Jersey, immediarely to 
send Detachments of their Minute-Men, equal to a Batta- 
lion, under proper Oflicers, to New-York, there to put 
themselves under the command of Major-General Lee. 

That it be also recommended to the Committee 9f Safe- 
ty for Pennsyluania, immediately to send Detachments of 
the four Battulions of Associators in this Gity, equal to a 
Battalion, to New-York, there to put themselves under 
the command of Mujor-General Zee, 


Resolved, That the Colonels of the Pennsylvania Bat- 
talions he ordered to make an immediate retain to Con- 
giess of the number and condition of the men jnlisted, the 
places where they now are, and the manner in which they 
aie appointed, 

That a copy of the abovo be forwarded to the Gon 
manding Ofticers of each of the Battalions, 

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to 
send to New-York, one ton of the Powder belonging to 
the United Colonies, and that tho same be delivered to 
the oder of General Lee, 

Resolved, That said Committee be cmpowered to pur- 
chase what Powder and Arms anive belonging to private 
persons, on the best terms they can, for the use of the 
Onited Colonies, and that they furnish with the Five. Arms 
they purchase, such of three remaining Companies of the 
First Pennsylvania Battalion, ordered to Canada, as may 
want them, inorder that they may immediatoly proceed on 
their march. 


o 

Resolved, That fifty tons of Saltpetre be delivered by 
the Secret Committee to the Committeo of Snfety for the 
Province of Pennsylvania, who are requested to have the 
same manufactured into Gunpowder, in the cheapest aud 
most expeditions manner; and that this Congress will con- 
firm any contratts made for the above purpose, 

That ten tons of Saltpetre be by thenf sent to tho lato 
Judge Livingston's Powder-Mill, in the Colony of New- 
Yorl, and that the owner of said Mill be desired to manu- 
facture it into Gunpowder, as soon as possible, and to en- 
largo his Works, if it can conveniently bo done. 

That ten tons bo sent to the Council of Massachusetis- 
Bay, and that they bo desired to have it manufactured into 
Gunpowder, with all possible expedition, and sent to Go- 
neial Washington, for the uso of the Army under his com= 
mand, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committeo of 
Inspection for the County of Chester, to aid Colonel Iayne 
in procuring Blankets for his Battalion. 


The Congiess being informed that a gentleman was ar- 
rived from Canada, who had matters of consequence to 
communicate, 

Ordered, That the Committee of Correspondence do 
confer with him, and report to Congress, 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morraw morning, 


— « n 
Tuouday, Febrowry 13, 1776, 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
for the sum of eight hundred Dallars, in favour of John 
Chapman, to discharge a Draft of tlfe Paymaster-Genoyal, 
dated the 28th of December, in favour of William Thom 
son, Esq,, the said sum to be charged to the necount of 
the Poymaster-General. 

Sundry Letters were presented and read, viz: 

From the Convention of Netu-Jersey, 10th February } 
fiom Messrs. Dayton §& Barber, 12th February {from Join 
Nevil, dated Pittsburgh, Ist February, enclosing a Letter 
from John Gibson, of January 20th.” 

Resolved, That the two Jast be referred to the Commit 
tee appointed to take into consideration the Indian affairs 
in the Middle Department. : «! 

That the two former be committed to a Committeg: of 
Three, oR 


’ by 
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The Mombors chosen, Mr. Smith, Mr. Bartlett, and 
Mr. Adams, - 4 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of the Committee of Safety for the Delaware 
Govennment, for the sutn of cight thousand Dollars, for the 
use of the Battalion raising there, the said Committec to 
b8 actountable, 

That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, in favour of 
James Mease, for the sum of 10,000 Dollars, for the use 
of the Pennsylvania Battalions, he to be accountable. 

Resolved, That Mr, Mease be directed to supply the 
Troops in the Barracks near Philadelphia, with wooden 
Bowls? Buckets, and other necessaries. 

That it be recommended (o the Committee of Safety for 
Pennsylvania, in case the Barracks near Philadelphia can- 
not contain all the Troops raised in said Colony, that they 
cause pat of them to be quartered in the Pest-House and 
the old dail of this City, 

Resolved, Thut an,Order be drawn on the Treasurers, in 
favour of Colonel Bull, for the sum of one hundred and 
fifty Dollars, to defray his expenses in carrying Money to 
Cambridge. 

The Committee on the Petition of Stacey Hepburn, 
brought in their Report, which was agreed to as follows : 

That the said Petitioner be permitted to load the Sloop 
Dolphin, with the Produce of these Colonies, (Live Stock, 
and Lumber for making Casks, excepted,) and to transport 
the same to Hispaniola, ho promising to use his utmost 
endeavours to remit the amount of such cargo in Military 
Stores, into some Port of this Continent, as soon as pos- 
sible. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Resolution for 
the exportation of Naval Stores, brought in the same, which 
was agreed to, as follows : 

Resolved, That when Naval Stores shall be wanted in 
any of the United Colonies, the Assembly, Convention, or 
Cpmmittce of Safety, of such Colony, may intiust a pro- 
per person, or persons, to import the same, taking sufficient 
security of him or therm, that they will faithfully use thoir 
best endeavours to import the same into such port, or ports, 
as the said Assembly, Convention, or Committec of Safety, 
shall direct, and, as much as possible, to Rvoid all British 
men-df-war and cutters; giving him or them a certificate 
or ceitificates of the Nayd! Stores wanted, and also of 
his having given the said socurity: And that it bo recom: 
mended to the Convention, Council of Safety, and Com- 
inittees of Observation and Inspection, of North. Carolina, 
upon receiving such ceitificates, to permit the person, or 
persons, producing the same, to export the Naval Stores 
wanted bythe Colony applying for the sama to such 

- Colony. 

That it be further recommended to the snid Convention, 
Council of Safety, and Committees of Inspection aud Ob- 
servation, of North- Carolina, to give permission to such 
Vessels ns may havo arrived in that Colony, for those arti- 
cles, or such of the Vessels belonging to that Colony, ns 
they may think proper, to ae Naval Stores to any of 
the Untied Colonies, they taking security as in the other 
cases above-mentioned, 

Resolved, That the Pay and Subsistence of two of the 
Battalions directed to be raised in the Colony of Virginia 
commence from the Ist day of November last, from which 
time they have been in service. 

The Conwention of Virginia having recommended per- 

“sons for Field-Officers of the six Battalions ordered to be 
raised in that Colony, the Congress proceeded to an elec- 
tion; when, > * 

. Patrick Henry, Esquire, was elected Colonel of the 
First Battalion; William Christian, Esquire, Licutenant- 
Colonel; Franie Eppes, Esquire, Major. 

William Woodford, squire, Colonel of the Second Bat- 
talion; Gharles Scott, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel; Aler- 
ander Spotswood, Esquire, Major. 

1! Elugh*Mercer, Esquire, Colone} of the Third Battalion ; 
George Weedon,” Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Thomas 
Marshall, Esquire, Major. , 

-! Adam Stephen, Esquire, Colonel of the Fourth Batta- 

‘tion; Isaae Read, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel; Robert 
Lanuson, cag Major, 


Wilkam Peachy, Esquire; Colonel of the Fifth Batta- 
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Vion; William Crawford, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colorel ; 
Josiah Parker, E&quire, Major. 

Mordecai Buckner, Esquive, Colonel of the Sixth Bat- 
talion; Thomas Elliot, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel ; 
James Lendricks, Esquire, Major. 

Ordered, That the President fill up Commissions to the 
above Officers; and that he send blank Commissions to the 
Convention of Virginia, to be by them filled up for the 
Officers in the said Battalions, under the rank of Major, 

Resolved, That the Deputy Mustermaster-General be 
directed to muster the Battalion raised in Delaware Go- 
vernment, and those raised in Pennsylvania, and make 
return to Congress. 

Resolued, That a Committee of Five be appointed to 
consider into what Departments the Middle and Southern 
Colonies ought to be formed, in order that the Military 
operations of the Colonics may be carcied on in a regular 
and systematick mannet, 

The Members chosen, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Wilson, My. 
Penn, Mr, Harrison, and My, Alewander, 


Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of the Delegates of Pirginia, for the sum of 
twenty thousand Dollars, for the usa of the Battalions or- 
dered to be raised there; the Convention of that Colony 
to be accountable. 

Resolved, That My. McKean be desired to request the 
Commitice of Inspection for the City and Liberties of Pai- 
ladelphia, not to proceed in passing any censures on the 
venders and users of ‘Lea, till further ordeis from ‘Congress. 

Resolved, That the Detachments marching from Phila- 
delphia to New-York, under the command of Colonel 
Dickinson, bo allowed for Subsistence, while on their 
march, one Dollar and one-third of a Dollar, per week, 
for the Privates and non-Commiissioned Officers; and that 
the Cominissioned Officers be allowed in proportion, ace 
cording to the rations allotted them; and that they receive 
the same Pay as the four Pennsylvania Battalions, from 
the time they begin their march, 

That a Committee of ‘Three be appointed to consider 
the best method of subsisting the Troops in New- York, 
and what sum of Money it will be necessary to send thi- 
ther, and what sum ought to be advanced to Colonel Dich- 
inson. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Sherman, Mr, Duane, and 
Mr. Hilson. 

A Petition fiom Mr. Bernard Romans was rend, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to tho Convention 
of New-York to pay Mr. Bernard Romans up to the 9th 
day of this month, 

That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, in favour of 
Samuel Fairland, (who has engaged to supply Colonel 
Wayne's Battalion, quartered in and near Chester, with 
rations, at the rate of seven Pence, Pennsylvanta currency , 

er ration,) for the sum of six hundied Dollars, to enable 
Kim to execute his contract; he to be accountable, 

The Committee appointed to prepare an Address to the 
Inhabitants of the United Colonics, brought in a draft, 
which was read. 

Ordered, To lie on the table, 


Resolved, That Captain Gordon, upon giving his pa- 
role, be permitted, while he remains in town, to visit Ge- 
neral Prescoti, at proper seasons. ® 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-moirow, 
i ? 4 


Wednosday, Fobruary 14, 1776, 

Resolved, That two of the bass Six-Pounders, now at 
New- York, belonging to the United Colonies, be sent. to: 
Virginia, for the use of the Forces there, 

Sundry Letters wore received, and read: Ono fiom Ge« 
neral Schuyler, of the 7th of Hebruary, 1776 ; ong fron. 
General ooster, of the 29th of January, 17765, ape. one: 
from General Arnold, of the 24th of January, with sundry 

* enclosed papers. een 

Referred to Mr, Wythe, Mr. J. Adams, and My Chase, 

A Letter from the Committee of Bifzchethtown, dateds 
February 10, 1776, with gundry papers enclosed, Re- 
ferred for consideration till to-morrow. 

The Committes of Claims report, that there is due to: 


4 
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John Fare the sum of 18.2 Dollars, for conducting a 
French gentleman from Larwicle Tolynship, in Sussex 
‘County, to-Philadelphia. 

Ordered, That the same be paid. 

Application being made by somo of the Master-Car- 
ponters employed in building the Continental Frigates, to 
some Members of this House, informing that about fifty of 
thelr Journeymen and Apprentices had engaged as Volun- 
teers to march with the Battalion of Associators for New- 
York, and that their zeal for the publick service was such 
that they cannot be persuaded to desist by any arguments 
or influence of said Builders: 

Resolved, That the spirit and zeal of the said Journey- 
men and Apprentices is highly approved of by Congress ; 
but, nevertheless, it is the opinion of this Congress that the 
publick will be more essentially served by the said Asso- 
ciators continuing at work on the said Continental Fiigates ; 
and that, therefore, all the Carpenters, Journeymen and 
Apprentices, employed as aforesaid, be requested to remain 
in that service, as there is no doubt but other Associators 
will complete the number wanted. 

The Congress resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole, to take into consideration the Report of the Com- 
mittee on the Regulations and Restrictions under which the 
Ports should be opened after the Ist of March next; and, 
after some time spent thereon, the President resumed the 
chair, and Mr. Ward reported, that the Committee had 
taken into consideration the matter referred to them, bul, 
not having come to a conclusion, desired Jenve to sit again. 


Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to tako into further 
consideration the Report of the Commitice on the Regula- 
Jations and Restrictions of Trade, after the Ist of Murch 
next, 

“The Committee of Correspondence, who were ordered 
to confer with the gentlemen from Canada, brought in their 
Report, which was read. 

Resolved, That the consideration of it be referred till 
to-morrow. 

The Committee appotuted to consider the best method 
of subsisting the Troops in New-York, laid their Report 
on the table. 

Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow, 


Thursday, Fobrunry 15, 1776, 
Resolved, That one hundred and fifty stand of the Arms, 
lately imported into this Province, be delivered to Colonel 
Mazwell, for the use of sach of the Companies of his Bat- 
talion as want them, in order that they may immediately 
proceed to Canada, 


The Committee to whom the Letters from the Conven- 
tion of New-Jerscy, and from the Field-Ofticers of the 
Third Battalion, ordered to be raised in that Colony, were 
referred, brought in their Report, which was taken into 
consideration; whereupon, 

Resolved, That Colonel Heard be directed to furnish 
Colonel Dayton with such of the Arms lately brought from 
Long-Island, as are or may be made fit for service, or so 
many of them as Colonel Dayton may desire. 

‘That 30,900 Dollars be advanced to Mr. Lowrey, Com- 
missary for New-Jersey, on account; and that he be fully 
authorized to pypeure all necessaries (except Arms) ordered 
by Congress, for the three Battalions ralbed, or to be raised, 
in the Colony of New-Jersey. . 

That the Convention, or Commitice of Safety, of New- 
gersey, be allowed from the Continental Stock, half a ton of 
Powder, out of which they are to pay what has been bor- 
rowed" from Elizabethtown, Somerset, Foodbridge, and 
Brunswick. 

That ‘to ths stme Convention, or Committee of Safety, 
be advanced thé further sum of 5,000 Dollars, for the pur- 
pose of completing the three Battalions there with Arms, 
which they are desited' to accoriplish with all possible ex» 
pedition, 

‘Resolved, That two tons of the Powder, belonging to 
the Continent, be delivered to the Delegates of Virginia, 
for the use of the Forces in that Colony. : 

A Letter from General Lee, dated the 11th of February; 
a’ eitey frornGeneral Schuyler, February Ath, with a Let- 


eh ee CONGRESS, FEBRUARY 16, 1776, 
t 


1672 


ter from General Fooséer, dated Montreal, January 27, 
being received by Golonel Ritzeyia, wero read, 

Resolved, That the said Letters be referred to the 
Committee to whom the Lettors received yetenly were 
referred, and that the said Commetec be directed to con- 
fer with Colonal Ritzema, and report to Congress, 

Information being received, that Goneral Clinton whs 
gone from New-York, the Congress came to tho following 
Resolution : . 

The Congress have a proper senso of the spirit and pa- 
triotism of the Associators of the City and Libertios of PAd- 
ladelphia, in cheerfully offering and prepenng to mareh, 
in order to assist in the defence of New-York ; buts as the 
danger, which occasioned an application for their service, is 
at present over, . 

Lesolved,'Vhat their march to New- York be suspended, 

Resolved, That a Paymaster be appointed for the Troops 
in Virginia, and that his pay be fifty Dollars per month, 

The Congress then proceeded ip the election, when 
Benjamin Harrison, Jun., of Berkeley, was elected, 

On the Report of the Committee of Correspondence, 

Resolved, That a Committee of Three (two of whom to 
be Members of Congress) be appointed to proceed to Ca- 
nada, there to pursue such instructions as shall be givea 
them by Congress. 

The Members chosen, Doctor Benjamin Franklin, Mr, 
S. Chase, and Mr. Charles Carroll, of Carrolton, 

Resolved, That My, Carvoll be requested to prevail on 
Mr. John Carroll to accompany the Committee to Canada, 
to assist them in such matters as they shall think useful, 

Resolved, That this Congress will make provision to 
doftay any expense which may attend this measure, 

Resolved, That cight tons of Powder be inmedintely 
sent to Canada, for tho use of the lorces there. 


The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due: 

To Richard Smith, the sum of 28,8 Dollars, for Provi- 
sions furnished by sundry persons in New-York Goverp- 
ment to Captain J2oss’s Company of Riflemen, 

To Michact Connolly, the sum of 1082.8 Dollars, on 
account of expenses iu bringing the women and children, 
belonging to the Twenty-Sixth and Sevonth Regiments, 
from Esopus to Reading. : 

To Colonel Simmes, the sum of 569 “Dollars, dh ac- 
count of expenses in bringing ‘the baggage of the Twenty+ 
Sixth and Seventh Regiments from Walpack to Lancaster, 
and several other small expenses. © 

To Thomas McEnry, the sum of 1884 Dollars, for eight 
hundred Cantecn-straps. 

Ordered, ‘Chat the above be paid. 


The Committee to whom the Letter from tha Commit+ 
teo of Safety of New-York, of the 8d of January, and the 
Letter from Governour Trumbull, of January 6, were re- 
ferred, brought in their Report, which being taken into 
consideration, 

Resolved, That no further Works be erected an Marte 
laer’s Rocle, but, that those already erected there be sup+ 
ported and garrisoned, 

That a Fascine-Buttery, to mount not exceeding eigh- 
teen heavy Cannon in number, be thrown up on the Gira 
vel- Hill, eastward of Martelaer’s Rock, marked in the 
draft LL, so as to command the Mest- Point, the reach 
down the River from the M’est-Point, and part of the reagh 
up the River; and that a convenient road be opetfed from 
this Battery to the Barracks on Martedaer’s Resele, 

That a Redoubt of earth and fascines be built on the emi- 
hence on the east side of the Riverg gpposite to the West» 
Point, marked in the draft A, to mourmt thirty guns. 

That it be recomniended to the Convention, or Com- 
miltee of Safety of New-York, to forward tho Battery at 
Pooplopen’s Kil, and that the said Battery be made of 
earth and fascines, and to mount a number of guns, nat 
exceoding forty. . 

That such of the Continental Troops as are or may be sta~ 


e tioned at the aforesaid places, be employed in erecting these 


Works and Batteries, under the direction of the Engineer. 
That it he recommended,to the Convention, or Com 
mittee of Safety, of New-York, to prosecute the discovery 
of the Lead-Mine at New-Canaan, and that a copy of the 
Report of Joseph Hopkins to the General Assembly of 
Corinecticut, respecting this’ Mine, be‘seat to them" * 
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The Congress took into consideration the Repait fiom 
the Committee of the Whole House, sud, after debate, 

Resolved, That the sama be recommitted. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow morning, 
resolve itself into a Coramittee of the Whole, to take into 
consideration the propriety of opening the Ports, and the 
Restrictions and Regulations of the Trade of these Colonies 
after the Ist of March next, 

Resdlved, That the Committee of Ways and Means to 
procure Cannon, be directed to inquire what quantity of 
Brass can be procured, and contract for the same. 


Adjourned to nine o’clock, to-morrow, 
a 


4 Friday, Fobruary 16, 1776, 
Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to 
furnish Colonel Sé. Clai’s Battalion with Arms, and that 
the President write to Colonel St. Clair, and desive him to 
use (he utmost diligence in getting his Battalion ready, and 
to march the Compuittes, one at a time, as fast as they can 
be got ready, to Canada, with all possible expedition. 


The Committe appointed to make an estimate of the 
Cantton wanted for the defence of the Colonies, and to 
devise ways and means for procuring them, &c., brought 
in their Report, which was read, and ordered to Jie on the 
table. 

Agreeable to tha Order of the Day, the Congress re- 
solyad itself into a Coninittee of the Whale, to take into 
consideration the propriety of opening the Ports, and the 
Restrictions and Regulations of the Trade of the Colo- 
nies after the first of A/arck noxt; and after some time 
spent thereon, the President resumed the chair, and Mr, 
Ward reported, that the Committee had taken into con- 
sideration the matter to them referred, but nat having come 
to any resolution, desired him to move for leave to sit 
again. , , 

Resatued, That this Congress will, to-morrow morning, 
resblye itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
their further consideration the propriety of opening the 
Ports, and the Restrictions and Regulations of ‘Trade after 
the first of March next. 

The Committee on General Washingtor’s and General 
Schuyler’s Lotter’, laid their Report on the table, 

Adjourned to nine o'clock; to-morrow, 

Saturday, Fobrwwy 17, 1776, 

Resolved, That an Order bo drawn on tho Treasurers, 
in favaur of James Mease, the Commissary, for the sum of 
10,000 Dollars, for the use of the Pennsylvania Battalions, 
he to account. 

That Colonel James Irvine, of the Sixth Pennsylvanta 
Battalion, be authorized and empowered to purchuse good 
Arms for the use of his Battalion, the price of the same to 
be deducted out of the pay of the men, 

Tho Committee on the state of the Treasury brought in 
a Report, which was read : 

Resolved, That 0 Standing Committee of Five be ap- 
pointed for superintending the Tieasury. 

That it shall be the business of this Committee ; 

To examine the Accounts of tho Treasurers, and, from 
time to time, report to Congress the state of the Treasury. 

Fo consider of ways and means for supplying Gold and 
Silver for the support of the Army in Canada, 

To emplo¥ and instruct proper persons for liquidating the 
publick Accounts, with the different Paymasters and Com- 
missaries in the Continéntal service, and the Conventions, 
Committees of Safety, atid others, who have been or shall 
be intrusted with the publick money; and, fiom time to 
time, to report the state of such Accounts to Congress, 

To superintend the emission of Bills of Credit. 

To obtain from the different Assemblies and Conven- 
tions of the United Colonies, accounts of the number of 
Inhabitants in each Colony, according to the Resolution of 
Congress on that subject. 

sThe Members chosen, Mr. Duake, Mr. Nelson, Mr. 
Garry, Mr, Smith, and Mr. Alling. 
siihe Congress, taking into consideration the Report of 
the Committee on the Treasury, i 

Resolved, That a further sum of four millions of Dol- 
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lars he emitted, on the same security as sums of money 
heretofore emitted*by Congress have heen, 

That the Committee for superintending the Treasury be 
directed to consider the numbers and denominations of the 
Bills in which it will be proper to emit the above four mil- 
lions, and report to Congress. 


The Comittee appointed to consiter iato what depart-' 
ments the Middle and Southern Colonies ought to be 
divided, brought in their Report, which was read. 

The Conimittee to whom sundry Letters ftom Briga- 
dier-General Arnold, Brigadier-Geneial Wooster, Major- 
General Schuyler, and Major-General Lee, were referred, 
brought in their Report, which being taken into considera- 
tion, on motion made, 

Resolved, That Major-General Lee be directed imme- 
diately to repair to Canada, and take command of the 
Army of the United Colonies in that Province, 

That Major-General Schuyler be directed to repair, as 
soon us his health will permit, to New-York, and take the 
command of the Forces, and conduct tho military opera- 
tions there; and that the President inform him by express 
of this arrangement, and the reasons that ted to it. 

That it be recommended to the Convention or Commit- 
tee of Safety of New- Yorke, to supply General Lee with a 
quantity of suitable Cannon, not exceeding twelve, and 
one or more Mortars, if to be had, with Bails, Shells, dnd 
other necessaries for the siege or assault of Quebeck, anc 
that they assist hint in forwarding the sane swith all possi- 
ble expedition, 

That the Regiment of Canadians, the raising of which 
is mentioned in Brigadier-General Arnald’s Letter, of tha 
12th of January last, to have been put on foot by him, 
receive tho same pay, and be subject to the same rogula~ 
tions as the ather Forces emplayed in Canada, and be ac- 
counted part of the number designed to be raised for that 
service, , 

That the appointment of Captain—— Rensselaer ta be 
Deputy Mustermaster-General of the Forces in Canada, 
be confirmed, 

That the appointment of John Halsted, Wsquire, to be 
Commissary for the Army before Quebeck, be confirmed, 

That Major-General Schuyler be directed to have Pia- 
tisions stored ia proper places near Ludson's River, he- 
tweon Albany and the Jlighlands, to supply such ‘Troops 
as it may be necessary to call out of the country. 

That the offer made by Major-General Schuyler, to pa 
at the rate of four Shillings per day for ench of the Sleds 
hived to forward the Pennsylvania and New-Jersey Forces 
in their march to Canada, be complied with 

That the Ofiicers in the Continental Armies be enjoined 
to use their utmost diligence in preventing every kind of 
plunder; and that all who shall offend herein, be punishod 
according (o the strictest discipline. 

That the Resolves of Congress for encournging Sutlers 
to attend the Army in Canada be published, with the in- 
formation that Hosiery, Shoes, Conse Linens, Soap, Rum, 
Sugar, and Wine, are much wanted there. 

That a few Artificers, such as Armourers, Smiths, Car- 
penters, [arness-Makets, and Wheelwrights, with proper 
persons to superintend them, be forthwith sent to Canada. 

That it be recommended to the Convention of Netw- 
York, that such of the Officers who served faithfully in. 
Canada the last campaign, as are willing to.gontinue there, 
be preferred, in the naw levies of the Colonyof New-York, . 
to others. 

Resolved, ‘That » Committee of Three be chosen to 
prepare Instructions for the Committee appointed to go to 
Canada, ° 

The Members elected, Mr. J, Adams, Mr. Wythe, and 
Mr. Sherman, 

Resolved, That this Congross will, on Zuesday next, 
resolye jlself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into ¢ 
consideration tho propriety of opening the Ports, and the 
Restrictions and Regulations of Trade, after thg first of, 
March next, ' 

Resolved, ‘That the Committeo appointed to purchise 
sundry articles of Clothing for the Norther Army, be 
directed to contract for good strong Shoes, for the Army in 
Canada. 3 nan 

The Congress, taking into consideration the Report of 


. 
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the Committee on the method of subsisting the Troops in 
New- Yori, &c., 

Resolved, That the sum of thirty-five thousand Dollars 
be advanced to the Convention or Committee of Safety of 
New-York, for the support of the Tyoops employed in the 
defence of that Colony ; the said Convention or Committee 
of Safety to be accountable for the expenditure thereof; 
and that an Order be drawn on the Treasurers for the above 
sum, in favour of the Delegates of that Colony, who are 
directed to forward the same. 

That it be recommended to the Convention or Committee 
of Safety of New-York, to contract with proper persons 
for supplying the said Troops with the Rations allowed by 
Congress, and with Fuel, and other necessaries, on the most 
reasonable terms in their power. 


The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due: 

On an Account exhibited by tho Commitee of Fre~ 
dericl County, Maryland, to be puid to iS. Chase and IP. 
Paca, Esquires, the sum of 860.9 Dollars, of which 268.4 
Dollars, being for Rifles, &c,, furnished Captain Cresap’s 
Company of Riflemen, ought to be charged to the said 
Company, and the remainder to the Continent. 

To Nicholas Hower, for Wagonage, the sum of 74.4 
Dollars, and that the same ought to be paid to Daniel 


Hower. 
Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid. 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, on Monday. 





Monday, Fabsuary 19, 1776, 
Met according to adjournment, and having attended tho 
Oration delivered in honour of General Montgomery, and 
of those Officors and Soldiers who magnanimously fought 
and fell with bim in maintaining the principles of liberty :* 


djourn n o'clock, to- Ve 
* Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow, 


* An Oration in Memory of Generul Montcourry, and of the Officers and 
Soldiers who fell with him, Ducrmven 31,1775, before QueneeK ; 
drawn up (and delivered Venauany 19, 1776,) at the desire of the 
Honourable Continental Congress, by Wiittam Sain, D. D., Provost 
of the College and Academy of Puitaveurnia. 


Fatiers, Brevinen anp Couninyaen? An occasion truly solomn 
hes asyoindlod us this day; and, that your uttention may bo aliko solomn 
ani sorlous, hear, in the first placa, the yoico of Etornal ‘fruth; + It ia 
bottor to go to the house of mourning, than to tho houso of feasting ;” 
for, “ Nono of us livath to himself, und no man dioth to himsolfy” 

Bat thera are somo mon, illuminated with a puror ray of divinity, 
patriots of tho firat magnitude, who, in a poculiar sonso, may bo said 
to live and dic, not to thomselvus, but to othors; and consequently to 
Him who ia tho author of all goodness, Endowed with that suporior 
excallenco which dons hononr to our wholo spucivs, tho virtuous of 
evory nation glaim kindred with thum; and tho genoral intorosts of 
humanity are concerned in their charactor, 

In vonoration of auch mon, to exchange the accustomed walks of 
unsure for tho house of mourning; to hadew its sacred rovogyya with 
fonrs of gratitude to their memory; to strivo, if possible, to catch somo 
portion of their ctheroa) spirit, ax it monnte from this oarthly sphero, 

into porfeot union with congonial spirits uboyo—is a Jaudabln custom, 
Bh with socioty, and sanctified to us hy tho example of the wiscat 
nations. 

It was tho manner of the Hgyptians, tho futhors of arts and acionco, 
not only to colobratv the names, Ant to embalm tho bodies of thair do. 
cousod horove, that they might bo long prosorved in publiok view, as 
pxamplea of virtue; and, although © dua yot spanking.” 

Bat this honour was not easily to bo obtained; nor was it boatowod 
indiserlminately upon tho yulgur grout. It was decreed only by tho 
(publick yoice—a venerable assombly of judgos, boforo whom tho boty 
Of tho doconsod wad brought for trial, and solemnly wcquittod or con. 
“demued upon the evidenco of the peopl. 

% Eiyon Kings thomselyes, however much spared whon aliva, for the sake 
pf publick Wenguility, had still this moro than fiery ordout before their 
byes; and, by the example of somo of their number, who had been re- 


fused sopulture ppthose yory tombs which their pride had proparod to 
thoir own momd#y, woro taught both to venorato and todroad a law, 
whioh oxtended its punishmonta boyond tho usual times of oblivion. 
The moral of this institution was truly sublime—oonatantly incul. 
cating a most important lesson, That whatovor distinctions our wants 
‘and viecs may render necossary, in this short and imperfect period of 
ouxbeing, they aro ail cancolted by tho hand of death; and, through 
tho endless untried poriods which succced, yirtuo and bonoficence will 
mako the (ruo distinctions, and bo the only foundations of happiness 
nd senonei B 
‘om the Egyptians, wo pasa to tho Greeks, particularly tho 
onlightenod ‘dthentana wo ball find that thoy had a express iw, 
appointing orations dnd publick funernls, in honour of thos who glo- 


viously sacrificed thoir livéa to tholr country. And this solomn ollico 


was porformod bofore the grent asgombli 1 3 
fur one, ayd somotimes forb mere 


ands of horoas together, 

Thucydides has recorded a eslobrated Oretion of this Inét kind, ace 
liverad by Pepicles. ‘Tho illustrious speaker, afler n most snimating 
description of the Amor Patria—tho tove of our country—which he 
exalts ahayo oll human virtues, turns to the deconsed + 

* Having bostowed thoir fives to tho publiok, oyary ong of thom, (says 

: he) hath rogcived a praiao that will nevor docay; a sepaichro that will 
ulsvays bs most illustrious; not that in which thoir bonos tio moulder- 
ng; but that in which their fame iz proserved, ‘This whole carth is the 
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Tuvsday, Fobruary 20, 1776, 
The Convention¢of New-Jersey, having mado a now 
choice of Delegates to represent that Colony in Congress, 
unee of snid Delegntes attending, produced their Creden- 
tinls, which were read as follows: * 
“In Provincial Conyontion, Now.Jorsoy, Brnnawiok, 
Febraury 14, 1776? ' 
“On motion, Resolved, unanimously, That William Li- 
vingston, John De Iurt, Richard Smith, John Cooper, 
and Jonathan Dickinson Sergeant, Esqs., be Dolegates to 
represent this Province in the Continental Congress, for the 
space of one year, or until others shall be legally appoint- 
ed in their stead; and that they, or any three or ‘more of 
them, have full and ample power to cansent and agree to 
all mensures which such Congress shall deem necessary; 
and this Province bind themselves to executo, to the utmost 
of their power, all resolutions whieh tho said Congress may 
adopt. And further, if the said Congress shall think neces- 
sary to adjourn, we clo authorize ouysaid Delogates to re- 
present and act for this Province, in any one Congress to 
be held by virtue of such adjournments, during thei dele~ 
gation. 
“A tue copy from the Minutes: 
* Winrran Parrenson, Secretary,” 


A Letter from General Lee, dated 17th February, 1776, 
was read. 


A Memorial from a number of tho Inhabitants of North. 
unberland, in the Colony of Pennsylvania, dated 17th Ja~ 
nuary, 1776, with six enclosures, was presented to Con- 
gress, and read: also, 

A Petition from sundry Inhabitants near Pittsburgh, was 
presented and yead, 

Resolved, That the ubove Memorial and Petition be 
referred to a Commitee of Five, 


6 


aopnichio of illuatrions citizens ;” ani thoir insoription is wyittgn upon 
tho hoarte of all good mon. 

HAs for you, tho survivors, from this very momont, omuluting thoir 
yirluca, plioo your sole happiness in liberty; and bo propared ta follow 
ily oall through ovory danger,” ‘Phen, nddrossing himsolf, with ox. 
quisito tondorness, to tho rolicts and childran of tho deaunsad, ho euge 
goats to thom that the Commonwealth wag thelr husband, thotr fither 
and brothor, . 

“From thia dayeforward to tho ago of maturily, shall tho orphans 
be oduaited at the publick expense of the atato.g For this bynovolont 
meat havo tho lawa appointed to all futuro rolicts of thoso who may 
fall in tho publick contosts,” a 

Nor woro the Romans less caroful in this mattor, Considoving mon 
in gonasal as brava, more by art than nutyre 5 and Chat honour is a tore 
powerfal incentive than foars thoy made fragulily, tomporanco, pationeo 
of Inbour, manly exercise, and Lovo of their country, tho main irinolplis 
of aduoation. Cowardioa and nogleet of duty in tho field, wovo seldom 
punishod with doath or corporal inflictions; but, by whut was neconnt. 
od worso, 0 lif dooroad to ignominous oxpulsion and degradation from 
Roman privileges, Ov tho contrary, doods of publick yirtuo wore re. 
warded, according to their magnitude, with alatuas, trinmpha af varie 
ous kinds, peculiar badges of dross at puller solomnitios, and songs of 
praiso* to tho living ns well aa tho doad. 

Noxt to tho hymna composad in honony of tho gods, poatry dorived 
ita origin from the songa of triumph to horosa,t who tamed tho ride 
mannois of mankind,t foundad cities, repellod tho incursions of once 
mnies, ond gave ponco tothoir conntry. And this custom bogan when 
Rame contained only a few shophorda, yathoring atrongth by an alluyios 
of tho onteasts of noighbouring notions, 

Thoso firat efforts of pootick eulogy, whether in prose or verso (like 
thoso of a similar origin, which naturo, clay tho samo, tonchos our 
Sayago nalglibonts) although ofton sublimo in substance, wero yot so 
rude in structure, that Livy || forboars quoting them, ag having heaame 
intolerable to the moro rofinod taste of his ago, howovor suituble they 
might havo buen to the orn of thoir production, 

What a multitude of compositions of this kind muat have oxlaled 
botweon the barbarous songs of tho military upon the triumpp of 
Cossius,§ and the oolcbrated panogyrick of Pliny upon Trdjan! Phoy 
aro said to have boon swolled into two thousand volumes, even in the 
timo of Augustus. In short, tho praise of publick virtle was wrought 
into tho whole ioxturo of Roman polity; and Virgil, cnlting roligion to 
his aid, gavo it tha highost finish. « 

Ho divictes his hadeg, or place of ghosts, igte difforont regions; and 
to tho gulph of deopost pordition, T consigns those monators of iniquity 
who delighted in the destruction of mankind, ** botrayed thoir country, 

* They ave called “Carmine,” os wrought ap fn the high poetiek style; but were wot 
therefore, always in verse ox measures 
7 ‘| Solisi sunt, in epulls, cance convivns ail tibicinem, de clarorum homintim virtite, 

ECHO, 

{Rei terras hominumatic eatunt genus, aspera hella 
oMpRMUA, agios asignant, oppidn conduk—Tforacem 

[Carmen ennentes ibaut, ila tempestate forsitan Inudabile radibus ingentis, nuns 

abhorrens and inconditmn st referatin, oa) 


.$ Longe maximum tilumphi speetnculum fuit Cossius—pi eum milites cavinina avons 

dita, equantes cuin Romulo, cayereLivy, 
5 * Full twice as deep the dungeon of the Fiends, bo 

The huge Tartinean gldimy gittph descents, : 
Below these regions, ns these regions lie 
From the bright :caknis o¢ yon Cihereal sky. 

5 Gorhis wreteh his country toq tyrant sold, 
And bay tert glorious Hberty fir rold te 
Tawa for a bijbe he pased—but passed in vain 


For these samo inws & bribe repeal’d again,” 


* 
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The Members chasen, Mr. Hewes, Mv. A’, Livingston, 
My, Paca, Mr. EB. Rutledge, and Mr. Chuse, 


. » . 
Lieutenant Brasher, who had the orders of General 
Schuyler to conduct a number of Canadian Prisoners to 


or violated its roligion and late, ‘Thoro ho exeruciales them, in com. 
pany with 

et oe © Gorgons and Uydens and Chineias dire "* 

Vultures proy upon their vitals, or they me whirled cternally round 
with Jeien upon hia wheal, or bound down with Zantalys, whose 
barning Tip hangs quivering over tho clusive watuis it cannot touch ; or 
the fury Z'ysiphone, hor haw outwined with sorpents, her gurmente red 
with human gore, urges on thoir lorlures with unrelenting hand! 

‘Tho poot having thus exhausted imagination, as well ue mythology, 
in the desciiption of punishmonts for tLe disturbers of minkind and 
fucs to thpir country, 1aises hiv conclusion to a hoight of horror boyond 
the reacli of expression ; 

“Had La hundied mouths, 0 hundred tongues, 

A vorde of brass, mutt adamantue Lange; 

Not Jul the wighty stene cvuld Tdistlowy 

Repeat thelr erinies, of count then thendtul woeasty 
Nor hag Virgil strayed any Curthor through tho fields of fancy or fublo 
in thig play, than to borrow strength of coleuring for the garb of truth 5 
nud, L ruspoct, that hu drank (rom 9 purer fountain than that of ZZel2- 
con, when hy peopled his 2’ teres with the ancient scourgos of tho 
human race, An authori{Percrod among Christiuns hos, indoad, givon 
us a most uwful confirmation of his dootrine, 

A plophet and poot indeed, whose inspiration was truly from Heaven, 
the incompurably sublime Jsviah, foretelling the fall of Babylun, bus an 
oro o¢ triumph, wheroin he exuits ovor its finughty monarch in a(raing 
of wonderful ony and reproach, Hy reprobates him ag a destroyer of 
maniiud, who had “mado the world a wilderness.” IIo represents the 
whole carth as dolivercd (rout a curse by his fall! ‘Bho trues of the 
forvat rejoice, bocnuso he is luid low! “Iho very gravo rofusvs n co« 
vering to his excerable corse! He is consigned to tho depths of mixory; 
while tho nfurnal mansions Uomeelves are moved at his appionch, 
and the ghovts of doparted tyrants iso up, in horrid wiray und muokory 
of triumph, to bid him welcome to his final abaite t 

‘The astonishing grandeur and spirit of thie passage, and indeed of 
tho whole ode, are untivalled by any poet|| of Greek or Roman name, 

“ Flaw huth the oppressor eoused } ‘L'ho Lord hath breton the stat 
of tho wicked! Ile that ainote tha peoplo in wrath—that ruled tho 
nitions w angov-—is persecuted, and nono hinderoth$ ‘Tho wholv carth 
ia ab ross they break forth into singing; yen, tho fir-teaca rejoice ut 
thea, anc tho ecdars of Lebaron, saying, Sines thou art Jald down, no 
fellor ig como up against as, 

“ Hell from benouth is moved for thee, to meot theo at thy coming, 
It atirrethsup he duad for theo; ovon tho chiofs of tho nations! They 
say unto theo, Art thou also become woak as wo? Thy pomp is brought 
down to tho grave-—How urt thou fallon, O Lucifer, that didst wealon 
tho nutions 7 All ICings, onning just and merciful Kings) oven all 
of thaw lio in glory, cvory one in his own houso, (ar sepulclire 3} but 
Hous oust aut of thy gruve hke qn abaminublo branch," &e.— fea. 
tah xiv, 

But although the roward of horoca, in tho Christian's heaven, bo our 
propor theme on this solemn day; yot tho passing view which wo have 
taken of tho pordition decroad to the traitora of thoir country, in tho 
pool's hull, confirmed, also, by tho voice of Scripture, is not forsiyn to 
aur main purpose. 

T know your bosoms glow with so strong an aversion to all the foes 
of libuity in this life, that yon will surely avoid ovory thought and uo. 
tion, which might doom you fo their company in tho life to comes and, 
therefora, bidding adiou—and may it bo an clornal adieu—to thoso 
dreary regions and their imsvrable inhabitants, lot us now exalt our 
joyous viow to thoso colvstriu! manatons, where tho bonofiators of mun. 
kind roup Iminostal triumphe 

“Lol che blest unin advance along die meade, 
Aud ony wreaths paar thely glorious heads 
Patulots who povish’d fos their cout ‘a Lights 
Or nobly hand bin tte fell af fight, 
Wanthics, who fife by useftl nets Rout 

bring 





Wah thors who have a deatiless pame 
Fiyends of the world, nicl patrons of mankind, 
Sonw gn the verdant plains are streteh'd along, 
Sayeed co the ony thely tunctul Veans ving? 


But hore, yo Pagan pools, and thou Priues of their choir, wo leave 
you fur behind ;§ for your sublimost flights ara now infinijely short of 
ihe theme! Your gloomy theology gave you tolorable vid in forming 


© Aeon here hor rows his monsters from Virgil: 
ren 4 Hansque dimatd Chimera 5 
> Goigoues, Harplaque,—ere, 
See Virg?/, B. VI, frou 288 to Hine 627 5 ov Pet's excellent translation, 


T’Pautalys a labels, sitiens, Cugientin captat 
Fluutia——-——, Horace. 


tAtitton has taken the same method of raising his description, by leaving something 
ta be conceived hey ond dhe power of words to express 
# Abomiuable, tmutterable, and worse 
‘Than fhbles yet have felgn’d, or fav concetv'd 


 Alcreus himself (suith Kishop Nexton) se highly renowned for hia hatred of & 
aut whose artes af alice animated by the api nieOF 
gun be compared with the Praphet in this pinee, 

‘rhe excelent prelate above quoted, nth & fudier remark on this passage, whieh St 
would by unpardonable (0 omit,» 

“What a pleaamre must iteaftord all readers of nn exalted taste and generous senti- 
ments, all ile Jovers of betty, to hear the pophets tut exulting over tyrants and 
oppressois? ‘The Beupthrcs, alttiough often parreited to the purpuses at tylany, aro 

yet fin their awn nature, ealeulated to promote theeivil and religious Hbe ties of mankind, 
Tis Feligion, Vintne, and liberty) are more Jntinately cunneeted than mien commonly 
eonaitlery 


A poet no may appear from the followin Ines of Thomson, can give tis des 

scllpitons of 24} sian blisy, fhe superior to dhose of Vinglly “whose ides on fits subject 

(ne Ale, Spence observes, although prefirable ta those of Homey, and all the other 

ancient pacts, ave still so very low {int they scent Jittle mere than bovpow cd fam holy> 

Any apiorie anygtlts burns ye Biber 2 
4 tn those night regions of eelestint day, 

Far otliee seenty, (We other pleat 8 whe tg 

All beauty here belaw, € them compar, 

‘Would like rose before the mid-day sun, 

Shrink bp its blossom—like a bubble, break 

The parang post ningnifieense, of Kings— 

For there the King of Natage, in Tall blaze 

Calls every splemtourforths nnd there tls court, 

Ainid ctheren! pawers and virtues, halds— 

Angels, archangels, utelary gods, 

Of citits, nations, empire, ‘and of worklam 

But sacred be the veil that kindly clouds 

A light too keen for mortals we, « 
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New-Jersey or Pennsylvania, having executed, his orders, 

laid his Instruction» before Congress, which were read. 


Also, Quartermaster Shallus, of the First Pennsylvania 
Battalion, taving liad orders to conduct certain Prisoners 


a hell, but tho utmost efforts of natural genius contd not male a hers 
yon worthy of a rational and immaital soul! Tho glory of giving some 
animating description of Uiat bliss * which oye hath not goon, nor oar 
bofare heurd, nor could the uncilightoned heart of man atherwigo con- 
celvo,” wag left for n moro Divine toache:. From him we learn, that 
a hoart pure and detached from sordid plonsures, a soul panting after 
perfection, striving to imitate the goodnoss of heaven, anticipating its 
Upproving suntence, and devoted to the e-rvics of mankind, shall ut 
_ riso and mix in oternal fullowship with tho bentifiod family of 
ad $ 

{laying now, my respoetod countrymen, and I hope Ido not weary, 
you, laid a wide foundation upon the practice of tho wisest nutions— 
in support of the present solemnity—I shall add but little more con. 
corning the publick utility of tho thing itsclf. ’ 

Circuuetunced as we wow ato, and perhaps shall long be, in building 
up a fubrick for futnro ages, it would bo a wiso institution, if in imite. 
tion of the Genorse Foust af Union, wo should make at lenst an annual 
pause, for a review of past incidents, and of the charectera of thosa 
who hive borne an illustrious share in them; (horeby animating our 
virtua, and uniting ourselves more closely in the bonds of mutual 
friondship, 

Tho world, in general, is more willing to imitate, than to be taught; 
and examples of cininont cliractas have a strongor influence than 
written precepts, Men's actions ure a more fuithful mirror of their 
lives thun their words, Tho foimer suldom deceive; but the lattor 
often. Tho deeds of old contract o venorable authority over us, when 
vanctifiod hy tho voice of upplinding agoay and, oven in our own duyy 
our hoarts teko an iimmediato part with thoao who have nobly trrumpheds 
or greatly suffered in our behalf, 

fin tho more useful the displuy of such charactora may bo to tha 
world, the moro difficult is tho work. And I am not to lowrn, that of 
all Icinds of writing, panegyriok requires (ho most dolionto hand, Mon 
eoldom cndure tho praise of any actions, but those which their selflovo 
represents 06 possibly ta themselves. Whatever ie held up ne att exain. 
ple, if pliced biyond tho reach of humanity, duly exalted by publicl 
epirit, will exits no omulation; and whatever ig placed within the yuly 
gar walls of life, will nftract no uttuntion, 

‘Thore ia a furthor difficulty, peculiar to coitnin tines; particularly 
thoso of civil dissonsion, whon the tompors of men mo worked into 
formont, Whenco it happons, tat they who have been the subjects of 
obloqiy in one ago, have hocomo the thoms of praisain another, Such 
was Hampder, in tho days of passive obedience, bianded as 2 seditious 
distmi bor of his country's ponco; and, at tho blvssed ara of” tha ova, 
lution, oxalted into the first rant of patriots, Such wae Sidney, con- 
domnei to a seaffold in the former poriol; and, in tho latter, hnmor- 
tnlized by the delegated yoico of the nation! 5 

What judgmont posterity will form of the present mighty contost, fn 
which those United Colonies aro ongaged, I am at no loss to determing 
in my own heart, But, while tho same actions ura, by ono part of a grout 
ompito, pronotineed tha most erimind resistance, aud by anothor, tha 
most Inudablo efforts of solf-preso vation ; no publick character oan be 
drawn tlike accoptable to ull, Nevertheless, as tho fulthful historian 
Je tho beat punogyrist of true merit, ho will not Sushion himself fo times 
and ronsons, but exult himself above them; and, conscious of his dig. 
nity, av responsible to succeeding agos, will tnko otarnal truth as hia 
snpport, which oan alono bear tho impurtlul lost of sinvo exansination, 
Ilo knows that the divine colours of virtue, although they niay giva a 
temporary glure, will not blond or metlow into a ground-work of‘ vico, 

Whatover evants, disastrous or happy, may lie before naz yet somo 
degree of appliuse, oven from an cnomy, iv coitainly duo to thase illus. 
trious mon, who, led hy consciynee, and a clonr porstagion of duty, sid. 
rifico their cnsy, their lives, and fortunes, totho publtel ; and from their 
frionds and country they are entitled to a denthices renown, 

Porish that natiow prio, which will suffer ion fo acknowlodge no 
virtue, but among ther own party, In this diroful contest, tha chief 
concern of n liberal mind wilf bo, that so much peroneal vitiuo av may: 
bo found on both sides, instead of being united in samo grout national 
point for the common good, should ba dreadfully omployed to the pur. 

oso of mutual destruction, And a oan can as saan divest hinmsdlf of 

his humanity, as rofuso tho tribute of yeneration duo to actions traly 
magnininons. 

When enco it becomes oriminn! to pload tho canso of a sullering peo. 

lo} whon thoir virtues ean no longer by safely recorded; then tyrauny 
hes put the last hind to hor barbarous work, All the yalunble purpo. 
sos of pociety aro frustrated; and whatever othor human fate romaine, 
will bo wholly indifferent to the wieo and good, 

"Moro aro, nso, many whaso minds are 69 little, that@oy can con. 
coive nothing greut, which does not cout tho aye in all the trappings 
of dress, titles, and external splendour, An Ante igh stat fa blanket 





horo! a General from tho plough ! all thess aro t of ildjoulo and 
reproach among many. Yot such was Cincinnatue, in tho best tays of 
‘Roman yirtuo; and a British post, already quoted, hath boldly taught 
his countrymon this noble lesson: 
«Home, with thom compar'd, your Inscet-tybes: 
Are but the beings of a sutmmer’a day, 
Trave held tha seule of cinpinc, rul’d thestarm 
OF mighty eae thane wih unt ae hand, 
‘the auksann realy futlopendent Uhh" Thousans 
‘Tho aamo noblo lesson is ulso taught, by tho woll known story ofthe 
two Spanish gruntocs, who wore sont Ambassudors lo the 2agus, Nat- 
withstanding all the pride of theft, nation, they did not dospisn ( 5 Daioh 
Deputice whion they mot thom ine plain habit, and anw thom gu aJournoy 
sit down upon the grasa, ton frugal repast of broad and ahoond, ont of 
athoir knapsacka, On tlie contrary, they cried out, «We fll nover he 
able to conquor theas poople; we must evon muke poacd Wi th them," 
Should ambassadors honour us with o visit, ‘pan a Jikw ogonsion 5 lot 
us be prepared to meat them in the aanto majestiok simpliclty of dress 
and tannera, Lt us convines them that publiok tirlua ts confined to 
no class of men; and that, although It gometimes basks in the supshins. 
of Opurts, if frequently Hes hid jn the chades of olgourily, like the 
latontt firo in flint, till called forth by tho collisiva hand of oppression. , 
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down from Kingston, and having executed his orders, laid 
his Instructions before Congress, which svere read. 

Resolved, That the above be referred to the Committee 
on the Prisoners. 


Adversity is the senson which shows the spirit of « man in ite full 
yigour; and times of civil calunily nover fuil to atriko forth lights, 
sometimes single, and sometimes whole constellations, mingling their 
kindrod rays to warm and to jlluminnto tho gonins of thoir country. 

Tho sacred amo thus enklndled, is not fod by the fuol of faction or 
purty; but by pure bonovolonca and lovo of tha publick. It, thorefore, 
soon rises above tho solfish principles, refinos and brightens ag it rise, 
and expands itsolf into hoayonly dimonsions. Being inextinguishable 
in its own nature, tho bloud of thousands on the scaffold, or in the field, 
is but ne oi! poured into n conflagration, incroasing its vehumenco, tit 
it consumes all bolore it; bursing still clearor and strongor, unto tho 
fyll day of poaco and civil happiness, ¥ 

"Those who enjoy n tue portion of this divino amo, duly called forth 
into oxorelse, stand in no need of furthar titles or distinctions, oither by 
birth or grant. For what can tho world presont groater to tho sight of 
mortals, or even immortuls, than a main who knows and courts tho 
Iessings of peace, whe wishes to brontho out his last in its arms; ond, 
Keaping it shill ag his object, is novortheless rousod by tho first pang of 
his suffering country; givos his wholo itlustrions spirit to hor roltof ; 
tisos above al hamman alluromonts; nevor romits his zonl; fears nothing $* 
regards nothing—but tho sontimonts which virtno and magnunimity 
inspira? What highor qualitios oan bo required to ontitle a man to the 
yeneration and onlogive of his country? And thoso too will bu his 
most durable monumont, 

Tho magnificont structures taised, by the ratilule of mankind, lo 
thejr bonefuctors of old, had but a loo and temporiy uso, They 

werg boheld only by onc poople, and for a fow agos— 
“yhe Heay'n aspiring pyramid, the proud 
jumphnl meh, nnd all thac eer uplicld 


woidipp'd dame of how antiquity 
Ave mouldermy into dunt 


In vain doce tho wayfiring man invosligato the tottoring ruins for 

tho divinity onco onshtined thore! A aoanty receptacle, ubout six foot 
in length and half the broadth, informs him that itonce containod somo 
human dost, long since minglod with the common mass, In vain dovs 
tho prying antiquary dwell upon the sculpture, or strive to colloct and 
apoll the scattorad fragmonts of lottors, ‘ho inscription is gono—lon; 
since gone, offraod, oblitorated ! And fruitless wero tho search, through 
tho whole world, for the Hero's namo, if it were not recorded in tho 
Orator’e pago, and prooluimod by tho faithful voico of History, 
| Thoro it shall live, white the smallest vestiges of litoraturo romain 
upon emth—yoa, till tho final dissolution of things human; nor shall 
it posish then; but, boing the immediate caro of Heaven, tho great 
Archangel, whon he awoops suns and systems {rom thoir place, and 
Kindlos up thoir Just fires, strotahing forth his mighty arm, shal] pluck 
tho doathloss scroll fiom tho devouring confligration, and give ita 
placo among the archives of otornity | 

But whithor am I borne? to whut hoights lave I asconded? T lool 
down with astonishment and tvomblo at my situation! Oh! let your 
friendly arms bo oxtonded to save meas I full, For in tho idea 1 havo 
of my subject, I have unidortakon to guide tho chnriot of tho sun; and 
how shall I sloor through the oxulted track that lies before mo? Con. 
aidoring myself as honoured with this day’s office by tho dologntod 
yolso of xomo millions of Peoplo throagh n vast continant, upon an 00. 
oasion, wherein their gratitude, thoir dignity, their Lovo of tiborly, nay, 
oyon their roputation in lorature, are all, in some degieo, concornod 5 
what lunguago shall I uso, or how shull £ accommodate mysolf to ovo~ 
ty ofroumatance in the arduous work ? 

‘ruth alono must guide the hand that dolincates a character, Should 
L affect to soar aloft and dip my poncil in tho colours of tho eky, I 
shoul but endanger my own wings, melt thete wax, and be precipita. 
ted handlong, Nor is tho dangor loss in tho othor oxtromo, 

O! than, for soma bottor PAchus, somo prosiding Gonius, to guido 
mo through my romaining way ; to point out the middlo path, and toch 
ime Lo unite dignity with caso, strangth with perspionity ; and truth 
jyith tho unaffected gracea of clocution, Or rathor, you shall ho my 
Phebus, my inapiring as well ag prosiding Gonius, yo dologated Sathors 
of your country! So far wilk I wtrive to imitate him,d who always ani- 
miajod himeolswith his subject, by thus acoosting himeolf before he wont 
forth to sponk— 

“Romember thou art this day going to nddiess mon born in tha 
arms of Liborty, Grecian, Athenizns/” Let no thought ontor thy 
hoart—lot no word fall from thy tongue unworthy of such an audi 












nee 

, As to that hero, whose memory you celobrata ns a Proto.Martyrt to 
Your rights—for through whatovor fields [ have strayod, ho hns nayor 
sreae | ty wow—as to him Tsay, if any thing human could now 
roach his ear, nothing but tha groat concorns of virtua, liborty, truth, 
and justice would bo tolerable to him ; for to thay was his life deyoted 
from his early ye 

Ho had recoived F} liboral eduention in Zrelund, hie native country; 
hefore ho wont into the Army; and was, jndeed, enduod with talontst 
which would havo ted lim to ominenco in any profession. His own he 
aludiad with a folicity which soon distinguished his militury abilitios ; 
hut,war and conquest haying no othor charms to him than as the 
Nacosapry means of perco and happiness to mankind, ho still found 
lolsure, ig the midst of camps, to cultivate an excollont laste for philoso. 
phy und polite literqturo, ‘I'o theae he added a careful atudy of tho arta 
of Government, aid the rights of mankind; looking forward to that 
time, wher ho mlgh{doscond Into the still scanos of priyale life, and 
givo n full flow to tha nafivo and acquired virtues of u hoart rich in 
moral oxcellonce. ; 

Above sightoon yours ago ho had attained the rank of Captuin in tho 
Seventeonth Regimont, under Gonotul Monckton, and stood full in tho 
way of higtprofermont ; having borne o sharo in all the Inbours of our™ 
Atherigan wera, and tho reduction of Canada. Il-fated region ! ahort- 
fighted mortnlg! Littl did ho foresep tho'scaney which thal land had 
wes ear i hemo deere ot ok hoe ni pn 

HPericten : , 


<4i'heauthor did not intend to appiaprinte this term so a8 tod meri 
eden Warren, and otley ‘biave, eee ‘who fell before, in the: oe ag Thom Heme 
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Resolved, That the Seeret Committee be directed to 
deliver to Colonel, Maawell, or order, twenty stand of 
Arins for the use of his Battalion} he to be accountablo for 
the same. 


atill in roservo for him! Little did thoso ginorous Americans, who thot 
stood by his sido, think that thoy wero assisting to subdua a country, 
which would ono day bo hold up evar us, 0 8 groator scourge in pho 
linnda of friends, than over it was in tho hands of onemios ! 

Mad auch a thought thon antered our huaris, wo should have slaved 
with indignation from the dyed of horror. Our horoian world haya 
appeared inadnoss and parricido t The Hiflod stool would huve droppud 
from tho wnirior'a arm! ‘ho dxo and tho hoa from tho labourpr's 
grasp} America would havo wooped through all hor forosta; and ber 
sol! cultivated fiokts vofused to yiold furthar suatenanca to her infata. 
ated sons! : 

But far differont wore our thoughts at that Lime, ‘Wo consifercd our. 
solves a8 co-operating with our brethren for tho glory of tho empire; 
to onublo thom to secure our common poveo and Jibe-ty; to humanize, 
adorn, and dignity, with British priviloges, a vant Continent; lo bowema 
strong in our strongth, bappy in our happiness; and to doriva that from 
our alfection, which no forco can extort fom a freo poople ; and whieh 
tho miserable and oppreased cannot give! 

And thoso, too, wore tho sontiments of our lamented hore; for ho 
had formod an early attuchmont, amounting, oven to an onthusiistick 
love, for this countiy! "ho woodland and Tao pluins tho faco of nu. 
tine, grand, vonorable, and yot rejoicing in hor primo; our mighty 
rivora, descending in vast cvtaracta through wild and shaggy moun. 
tains, or gliding in silont majesty through fortilo vales ; heir numoroug 
branches and tributary springs; our romantiok scones of rural quiet; 
our sitnplicity of manners, yot unoorruptod by luxury or Magrant vico 5 
our love of knowladge and ardour for borly—all those acryod to cone 
voy tho idoa of primoyal folicity Lo a hoart which ho hud taught to boat 
in unison with the harniony of [onvon | 

Ho, theroforo, chose America, as thu Hold of his futuro ugofulnose; 
and as soon aa tho blesvings of ponce wore routored to hiv country, and 
duty to his Sovereign would pormit, he took his loave of tho army, and 
huying soon connected himself, by ovnrviage, with an anotont aud ho. 
nouruble family, in the Proyineo of New-York, he choso a dolightit 
retiromont upon the banks of Ludsonta River, at a distance from tho 
nojso ofa busy worl! Maying a heart distondud with bouovolence, and 
panting to do good, ho avon acquitod, without courting it fom his 
neighbours, that authority, which an opinion of superior tlonts wand 
infloxiblo intogrity novor ful to eronto, 

In this inost oligiblo of all situations, tho life of'a country gantloman, 
deriving its most oxquisita rolish from roflestion upon past dangora and 
pawl gor vieos, he gavo full seopo to his philosophick spirit, and taste for 
rural oleganco, Solfsntisfied nnd raisod above vulyar umbilion, ho de. 
votod his timo to aveot domestick intorcoursa with tho amiable partnor 
of his homt, fiiondly converso with men of worth, tho study of wHoful 
hooks, and tho improveinent of his fuyourod villa. Nor from that hinp. 
py spot did ho wish to stray, until ho should rovoivo his last summena 
to happiness more than torrostrial, 

But whon tho hand of power was stretched forth against tho land of 
his residence, ho had a heart too noblo not to sympathize in ite dis. 
{roxs. From thatefaial day—and oh ! that it hod noyor found n ploco 
in tho volumes of Time—fiom that fatal day, in which tho firgt Ame. 
vican blood was apilt by tho hostilo hands of British brothron, wd the 
bottor genius of tho ompiro, voiling for face in anguish, turned abhor. 
ront from the strife of Douth among hor childron—I say, from that 
fatal day, he chose his pat, 

Although his liberal spirit placed him above looal projudices, and ho 
considerad himscl!as a mombor of tha ompiro ut large; you Ameriaa, 
struggling in tho causo of liborty, hongaforth booame his pcouliar 
country; tnd thet country took full possession of his soul ; lifting him 
above this ourthly dross, and evory private allsetion | Worth ko his 
could be no longer hid in the shados of obsourity ; nov pormit him to 
bo placad in that mlorior station with which araind, great in humility 
and slfdonial, would havo buon contontul. Tt was wisoly considored 
(hut ho who had go woll learned to oboy, was fittest to command; and, 
thorofara, boing well asaurad of lis own hoart, he rerigned hinsgell to 
tho publick voica, nor hesitated a moment longor to nocept tho impor. 
tant commnission freely oflored to him, and, with tho firmnosn of anos 
thor Regulus, to bid farowoll to his poacofal retiromont and domostiok, 
ondoarments, . 

Horo followed aacone of uncigaembled tondornesa and distress, which 
all who hear mo muy, in some degreo, concvivo, but all aannot truly 
foel, You only who aro husbands—whoso hourts have boon intinntes 
ly blended with tho partners of your bliss, and hnvo known the pangs 
of separation, whon Jaunching into dangers, unoortuin of yaur filo; 
you only would I now more dirootly address, Give aw momantia pause 
for reflection! Recull your own formor feolings, your inward strug. 

los, your virtuous tonrs! Horo bid thom again ficoly flow, whito you 
iston to our hero's parting words— ‘ a 
Ye scenes where home-felt pleasures dwell, 
Aud thou, my dearer sell Hewell | 
% Peshaps the Cy prrcse, atly Geo * 
Of ail these groves, shinil fuflaw mo * . 
But stil), to Yviumph ora ‘amb, 
Where Virtne enlls, X come, 1 come | ’ 

[Tho foregoing linca woro ant and porformal to musiok, which gaye 
an opportunity of’ pause, in dolivoring tho See) 

“} coma, I come} Nor wore those tho words of distppointed any 
bition ; nor dictated by any sudden sturt of party zon, Ho bod woighs 
ed tho contost well, was intimutoly acquainted with the inuliontble 
rights of froomen, and rondy to auipport tham at ovory poril! Mo had 
long foroscen ang lumonted tho fatal igsua to which things wore hae. 
toning, io know that tho sword of civil dosimction, onov drawn, is 
not ensily shéathod; that mon having thoir minds inflamed and thé 
weapons of dofunco in thoir hauds, soltom know tho just polnt whore. 
to slop, evon whon thoy havo it in thelr powor; and often’ procoad ta, 
ations tho bare contemplation of which wouldat first hayo astonish» 

them. 2 a 

It was, theroforo, his desire rather to soflen’ than inflama violent, 
humours, wishing that Ameriea, in all hor actions, might atand justi. 
fiod in tho sight of God und the world. + Mo forosniy tho horrid train o! 
ovils which would be dt loose by thé strake which should svvoy the! 

* Hor, Ds UL Ode tah 2224, 
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The Congress toak into consideration the Report of the 
Committee on the ways and means of procuring Cannon: 

Resolved, That two hdudred and fifty Twelye-Pounders, 
sixty Nine-Pounders, and sixty-two Four-Pounders, be 
purchased for the use of the Colonies. 


anciont bond of union botwoon Great Britain and us. It was, thore. 

fore, his wieh that aucl a stioke slauld never procead first from the 

hand of America, Nov did it so prococd, 

‘Tho resistance made at Leaington waa not tho traitorous act of mon 
conspirihg ngainst the supremo powers; nor disected by the councils 
of any publick body in America; but roso immediately out of tho case, 
and was dictated by solf-prescrvation, the first groal luw of nature og 
woll o# socioty, If thoro was any premeditated achomo hore, it was 
premeditated by those who created tho droudful nocossily, either of 
rusistango or ruin, For, could it be expected that any people, possess. 
ing tho least remains of virtuo and liboity, would tamoly submit to do. 
struction and rayage—to bo disarmed as slives; strippad of their pro. 
portly and loft a naked prey oven to the insults of sm rounding Savages 7 

Was thia an experiment worthy of Great Brituin? Whoro was the 
wisdom of her counsollora? Jad their justico, thelr moderation, quite 
forsuken thom? Could they possibly expect obedionce in such a casa 
as this? Would thoy themselves, in a similar caso, ovon under a com. 
polent logislativa authority, aubmit to Invs which would destroy the 
pront ond of all luws, sglf preservation? Human naturo says, No, 
Tho genius of the English Constitution siys,No. ‘ho nation itsolf 
hath heretofore said, No; and a groat oracle* of its laws hay given hia 
annotion to'the verdict—" In cuscs of national oppreasion, (says he,) 
tho nation hath vory justifiably rison as ono man, to vindioato tho origi. 
nal cdntrnot subsisting botweon tho King and Peoplo.”  And-—* If tho 
soveroign power thraatan desolation ta a stato, mankind will not be 
reasoned out of the foulings of humanity, nor ancrifico liberty toa 
serupulous adherence to political maxims.” 

If tho case of America docs not como within the aboyo desoription, 
there scams to bo no equity loft upon oath; and whateyor is exactod 
hy foroo must be yicldod through four, But if justica bo any thing 

. Moro than a namo, it is gurely a aclecium in politicks to say, that ong 

part of a froo country has a right to command that which tho othor 
*oannol obey without boing alavos, Nor resist without being robols,” 
Yot tosuoh wand dilomma doos tho Parliamontary claim of” 9 4 right 
to bind us in all casos whatsoavor,” reduce Americas involving in it w 
total surrendor of onr Hbortios} mtperscding tha uso of our own legis. 
Talures; marking us with such 9 badgo of sorvitudo as no flaoman own 
vonsent to wear; nnd subjecting us to burdons Juid by those who aro 
not only unacquainted with our clreumstancas, and bour no partof tho 
woight, but ease thomsulyos in proportion ns thoy load us, IF this bo 
law, if it bo oquity, it has no oxamplo among any othor pooplo, pos. 
aosging tle lost glimmorings of virtue or natiyo froedom, 

But although this claim bo so repugnant to evory iden of natural a8 
w ML as logal Sustion, that the guilt of blood whiah it may occasion can 
bo chargeablo only on those who attempt to onforeo it; yot £ am woll 
assured that whon compelled ut last by hard noaeasily, oithor to avort 
tho dagger pointed ut our bronst, or crouch to unconditional sorvilude, 
our horo's hoart bled for the dreadful alto native. 

Sis principles of loyalty to his Soyoroign (whom ho had long sory. 
ad, and whose true glory consists in hoaling those Streaming wounda) 

romainadl firni and dishalon, Lovo to our brethren, whom wo nivet 
oppose; the interchange of goad qflicos, which had so intimatoly knit 
the bonds of friondship betwoon them and us; the momory of those bot. 
tor daya in which wo fought and triumphed togethor ; tho yast fabrick 
of mutual happinoss raised by our union, and roady to bo dissolved by 
our dissensions; the annihilation of thoso numerous plans of improve 
mont in whiol wo aro engaged for tho glory of tha ompiro—all thoso 
consilorations cousplred to render this contest poantiarly abhorront to 
him and ovory virtuous American, and could have beon outweighed by 
nothing oarthly, but the unquonchable love of Jiborly, and that sored 
duty which wo owe to omsolycs and our posterity, 

Tlonoo, as appears from his papers, ovon in the full triumph of sue. 
coas, ho most ardently joined his worthy friond, Gonoral Schuylor,t in 
praying that “Heaven may apocdily roeunito us in ovory bond of alleo. 
tion and intorests; and that the British ompiro may aguin beoomo the 
envy and adinivation of tho universe, and flourish” till the coneummun,. 
tion of oarthly things. 

Chie part of his charactor I dwoll upon with particular aatisfation 5 
and, indood, had ho ovidoncod a contrary sentiment, or gono forth in 
tho rage of conquest inslend of tho spirit of rooonoillation; not all his 
othor virlues, nor yot the rospoct which I owo to tho appointment 
whorowith Tom now honoured, could have induced mo to appoar in 
this place, on this oconsion, 

God forbid that any of tho profession to which I bolong, should ovor 
forgot their peculiar charactor, exorcise a turbulont spirit, or prostitute 
thoir voice to inflame men’s minds to the purposes of wild ambition, or 
mutual destruction, I am happy in knowing that nothing of this kind 
is wishod from mo; nay, that tho delegated yoico of the Gontinent, as 
woll ag ofthis particular Province, supports mo in praying for a resto. 
ration "of the formor harmony between Great Britain and theso Co. 
lonies upon #0 Yirm a basis as to perpotuato ite blossings, unintorrupted 
by any future dissonaions, to suecocting gonorations in both ooun- 
trios." 4 

Indood this mattor roafs in safo hands, and is oloar in itsolf, If ro. 
dress of grievancog, essential liborty, and security against fitare oppros. 
sfon can bo obtnined agroonblo to our own dosires; thon, noithor consis. 
tency, dignity, nor a rogard to our illustrious British frionds, who huyo 

* Blackstane. {In Ms letter of November ath 


{ The nhove parngraph having eon either misrepresented or misundeistoad hy some, 
the author docs not think iimse Cat liberty to make the least alteration in it, even if jig 
Judged ony to be analy ‘The quotation fram the Inst petition of Congress, as wel) 
‘as the seferenge made tortha instiuctions of our Assembt + both alnt to a past pesiad 
sd Ud autlor cannet be considered, flom thenee, os taki ‘pon him tomake the Teast 
declayation coycerning the present sentient of either of these Wodles; nor is thera a 
word Which eh preaiule the takinginto the terns of recommoration, so Auras may he 
Chought teasonnble, the redyoas of Whatever Buievances ar losses we nay have suxtaitted, 
aince tine perled. Upon wie whole, itis picsumed, thut a single sentiment js not to be 
au in the Oration, whieh is nat fully consonant to every deelasation of Congtess 
w 


ich has yet Arpeared | and to bpute to fem, or even suspect, the lease change of 
ei 


aeytiment, befoye they themselves have decined it, would not only be indecent, hut 
vary infurfous t¢ our cnuse, ‘The auttor ia also consistent with himself, and if the same 
gorigines whith, Hehas been told, wera well received in his Jate publication, should now 
disagreeable to any, the fhult js not his. But he will glyé the reader no further 
tronble on this topipk, unless hia own defence aliould in future render it necessary, 


Founra Senizs.—Vor. iv. 
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4 
That the Committee appointed on the ways aud means 
of procuring Cannon, be empowered to purchase or con~ 
tract for making the same. 
That a new Member be chosen and added to that Com- 
mitlea. 


dofonded our cause, plodged themselyas for our alncority, and hope by 
aur aid to restore and perpetuate tho glory of the whole empire, can 
suffor us to hasitate, ‘T'o any, lol them look to thoir own safoty, and wo 
will look to ours, would bo unwoithy of tho liberal soul of any Ame- 
rican, truly unimated in our present causo, and with the loyo of uni. 
versal liborty, 

Bat supposo theso torms cannot bo obtained? Why, thon, thoro will 
bo no need of furthor arguments, much lees of aggrayations, "Timid 
as my heart, perhaps, is, and ill-tuned as my oar may bo to tho din of 
arma and tho olangour of tho trumpot; yot, in that case, sounds which 
are a thousand times moro harsh—" oven the craaking of frogs in the 
uncultivated fon,” or tho howling of wild boasts on the mountuin top, 
where liborty diyolla, would be * proferable to the nightingalu’s song” 
in vales of slavory, or the molting notes of Corelli in cities clanking 
thoir chains} 

If this boa digression, pardon it as tho last, and due te my own prin. 
ciples and consisteney, 1 now hasten to attond to our hero through 
tho ramainder of his caroor—short, indood ! but crowded with scones of 
virtuous activity, which would havo dignifiod the longost lifo, 

‘ho Canada oxpedition is ono of thoso meaguyes which the onemius 
of American pono, having first rendered necessary, will now atrive lo 
migconafiue into hostility and offences, Bunt whon authontick proof 
wera obtained that a people professing a religion, and subjected to lava, 
difforent from ours, togothor with numorous Tribes of Savages, wero 
instigated aud proparing to doluge our frontiors in blood, let God and 
tho world judgo whothor it was ay aol of offence; or rathor, whother it 
was not moroy to thom, to ourselves, to the whole British ompito, to 
uso thy ineang in our powor for frustrating tho barbarous attompt, 

Indeod, there was bonovolonce in tho wholo plan of hia oxpadition. 
It was to bo oxoautod not go much by force aa by pasunsion; and np- 
poming in tho country with such a reapootablo stongth, og might 
protect the inhabitants from tho insults and yongeanoo of thaso who 
wore striving to mako thom lift up thoir reluctant arm to the shedding 
fraternal bloud, Tt waa furthor wishorl to kindle up the oxpiring lamp 
of liberty cenang thom ; to apunt thofr ayes to its divine offulgouce ; and 
onnblo thom to raiso thoir drooping haud, and cluim its blessings us 
thoir own. 

This was n worl, in all its parts, suited to tho gonius of n Moniga. 
mary. Mo had a head and heart which equally pointed him out as a fit 
guido in such an undortaking, Io undoystood und could woll oxplain 
tho bloasings ofa freo Govornmont, Porsuasion dwolt upon his tonguo, 
To had a soul, gront, disintorosted, affectionato, dolighting to alloviata 
distress, nnd to diffuse happiness. Ifo had an industry not to bo won.’ 
riod out; a yigilinco not to bo imposed upon; and a courage, whon no» 
osseary, oqual to his other abilitios, 

But still, with a fow now-raised mon, of different Colonics, antl, por.’ 
haps, difforont tompora ; ill-suppliod with arms and ammunition ; worao 
disciplined ; unaccustomed to Took cannon In tho fico; to make or to 
mount a broach—in auch circumstances, L any, and in tho short spuco' 
of un autumnal and wintor oampaign, in rigorous northern climes, to 
achioye a work which cost Great Britain and tho Colonics tho lnbour 
of govoral onmpnigns, and what was a sncrifico of infinttoly more valuo 
—tho lifo of tho immortal Wolfe—this cortainly requirod a dogroo of 
mognanimity beyond tho ordinary ronch, and tho oxortion of tho high+ 
eat ubflittea of overy kind, 

‘The command and conduct of an army, Were but smnil parts of thid 
undortaking, ‘Tho Indians wero to bo troated with, rostrained, and 
kept in tempor, Tho Canadians woro likowleo to bo managed, prow 
looted and supported; and oven hig own army, In somo degroo, to ba 
formod, disciplined, unimated, accustomed to marches, onoampmonta, 
dangors, fatigues, and tho frequant want of nocussarios, 

Cumps, of all worldly scons, ofton oxhibit tho grontost plolures of 
distrosa, Tho siok and tho wounded—the dying and tho dend—as woll 
ag tho wants and suflorings of tho living—nll those enll forth tho most 
tendor feolinga, and require of n Gonoral that, to the courago of a eal. 
dior, ho should unite tho utmost bonevolonce of & man! 

Our Gonoral possoasod thoso united qualitios in their highest Inatro; 
of which thore ara numerous teatimonios, not only from hig own army, 
bat from tho prisonors, Laglish as woll ax Canadians, now amongat 
us, 

Whon his mon laboured undor Fatigue, wanted brond nnd othor no. 
cexsnrice, had thoir beds to mako in snow or deop morasses, they wore 
ashamed to complain, finding that ho wns willing to sharo in tho oxe. 
outton of whatever he commanded, And the oxamplo which he thus 
act to othorg, did moro to inspire pationca, obedionco, love of order and 
disoipilno, than tho most rigid oxorciso of powor could have dono, Tho 
influenco of this examplo wae still strongar, as it did not apponr to bo 
the offect of constraint or politicnl necessity, but thogmiable oxpréssion 
of a aympnthizing soul; leading him to eandosog all capagition 3 
exuct in his own duties, and groat oven in commof€hings. His loitors, 
“confidential as wall as offiolal, aro a full proof of this, 

“ Ourencampment isso swampy, I feel, (gays ho,) oxocodingly for thé 
troops} and provistons so xcarce, it will roquite not only despatch, but 
good fortune, to keop us from diatress, Should things not go wofl, I 
tromblo for the fate of the poor Canadians, who hayo ventured so much, 
What shall Z do with thom, should I bo obliged to ovacuato this coun. 
try? I havo nasurad thom that tho United Colonies will 28 soon givo 
up Massachusetts to resontmont as them.” 

‘Ehoso sentiments were worthy of a horoick soul, and of tho full lie 
had pladged to thoso people. Nor is ho loss to bo yoneratad for hig tune 
dor regard towarda his owa army, Insload of making a sédrlt of hia 
diftoultios, ‘which wore, Indoad, moro Uhan ought to bo montioried in Lhta 
plneo) ho often scoks 10 concoal them; ascribing any Iiyo ‘fuulta dr 

Mardinoss, in his young troops, to thoir want of oxporlénep Yn’ forming 3 
to thoir hard duty, the constant succossion of bad wvouther, and tho like, 
alill encouraging thom to noblor offorts in futura, And if any impn. - 
tience of discipline appeared, ha nobly qltributes it to “that spirit of 
freodom, which mon accustomed to think for thomsolves, will-eyon 
bring into camps with them.” 
His own suporior military knowledgo ho has beon known to soorlfice 
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The Member chosen, Mr, TV. Livingston. 


The Conmittee of Claims reported, 'that there is due: 

To Michael Connolly, expenses for Wagon-hire, carry- 
ing the Prisoners’ Baggage ftom Bethlehem to leading, 
and his own expenses four days, the sum of 160 Dollars. 

To Richard Howell, the sum of 844 Dollars, for trans- 
portation of Powder to Burlington. 


to the gouoral voice, rather than interrupt thut union on which succoas 
dopondod ; and when a measure was onoo resolved upon by tha ma~ 
jority, however much contray to his own advice and judgment, ho 
Magnanimously supported it with his ulmost vigour; diataining that 
wouk of low ambition, which will strive to dofoat in execution what it 
eould not direct in planning, A 

Ths porsoverance and conduct in gaining possossion of St, John's 
and Montreal, have already boon the thoma of ove1y tongue, and need 
not be mentioned in this place, fis abilities in nogotintion ; the pre. 
olsion with which tho various rrticlos of trentics and eapitulations avo 
expressed; tho generous applauso he gives, not only to every worthy 
offort of lis own officoig, but to tho commanding officor and garrikon 
of St, John's; his noble declaration to the inhabitants of Montreal, “ thut 
tho Continontal armies dospise ovary uct of oppression and violouco, 
boing como for tho express pmiporo of giving liboity and soenrity;* all 
these, I say, did honour to himsell; and to that delogatod body under 
whoso authority ho acted, 

Leaving him, thereforo, for a while, alng, too short a whilo—to on. 
Joy tho noblest of all triumphs, the applause of his country, and the 
conscious tostimony of his own heart—lel us inquire after another band 
of brave and hardy mon, who aro slemming rapid rivers, ascending 
pathicss mountains, traversing unpeopled deserts, and hastening though 
deop morasses and gloomy woods to meet him in scenes of another 

issue. 

: Deserts in yain 
Oppos'd their conse, and deep mpacious floods, 
Anel mountains in whose jaws destinedon guimn'e, 
Hunger and toll—drmentan mows aud stavins 
Givece ju theie view and glory yet untonel'dy 
‘They helt thele fensless way—Olt atength of vind 
Almostalmighty in seveve extremes!—Thonaens 

This praiso was paid to ten thousand herocs, sustaining ovary dangor, 
in a rotront to their own country, and ia cortuinly duo, so far as leroism 
is concornod, to logs than a tenth part of the numbor, marching Unrough 
equal diMoultics against tha capital of a hostily country, 

Eyon the march of Mannibal oyor tho Alps, so much eclobrated in 
History, (allowing for tho disparity of mmmbore,) hag nothing in it of 
superior morit, to the murch of Arnold; and in many circumstances 
thoro ian most striking shmilitudo. 

, Tho former had to encounter tho rapid Rone} tho latter, the moro 
rapid Kennebeck, through un immongo longth of country. ‘l'ho former, 
when ho camo to quit the riyor, found Ins furthor passage bairod b; 
mountains, rearing their snowy orosts to the aky, rugged, wild, uncul. 
tivated. ‘This was, also, the caso with tho lattor, whose troops, carry. 
ing thoir boats and baggago, wore obliged to cross and rooross tho sumo 
mountuins sundry times. At tho foot of tho mountains, tho former was 
dosortod by three thousand of his army, desponding at the length of the 
way, and terrified ot tho hideous viow of thoao stupendous heights, 
which thoy considerad as impassable, In like circumstances, about a 
third part of the army of the lator, desorted shall I say, or uso tho 
More courteous Hanguage, “rolurned home” The march of the former 
was about twelyo hundrod miles in five montha, ‘Tho Virginia and 
Pennsylvania rifle companies, belonging to tho latter, including thoir 
first maich from their own habitations to Cambridge, and thenco to 

Quebeck, marched near tho samo distance in about throo montha. 

Besides those rifle companioz, Arnold's corps consisted of about five 
hundrod New-England troops, who sustained all tho futigues of tho 
worat part of the march by land und water, with tho utmost fortitude, 
And General Montgomery, over roady to do justico to inerit, having 
joined thom boforo (uebeok, gives their commander und them this 
charactor: 

“They avo an oxcocding fino body of men, inurod to fatigue, with a 

alylo of (liscipline among thom inuch superior to whal I huvo boon used 
to sco this campaign. LHe, hitsalf, is active, intelligent, and outer. 
prising." 
: Daving Approaghed those plains which tho blood of Wolfe hath con. 
acorated to donthloss fame, our hare scomed emulous of his glory, and 
animatod with a kindrod spivit. Tho situation of his army presgod de- 
apaloh} snows and frosts only quickened hig motions, LHe hoped by 
one auscossful stroke, boforo tho arrival of guecows to tho garrison, to 
somploto bia plan, and sayo tho futuro offusion of much blood. Ilo 
further fladtercd himself, that his suacose, if speody, might have some 
influonco upon Parliumont, in hastening a reconoiliation, Io under. 
atood that maxim of olard, + No obstnolo should broul our resolution, 
when thoro is but a moment botween a bad situation and a worse.” 
Thia sontimont hg oxprossos in his lost lottor with a spirit of modesty, 
and a sonse of di is woll as tho dangor attending it, which ovght 
to be forever recore;it to his glory, I shall be eorry to be reduced to 
this modo of attack; becauso I know the melancholy consequoncosr 
Bul tho approaching sevority of the soason, the woakuess of tho gai- 
tison, together with tho nature of the works, point it out too strong to 
he pasead by. Fortune ofton baffles tho most sanguino expectations of 
Poor mortale, Iam not intoxicated with the favaurs I have recsived 
al ler hands; but I think thero is a fair prospect of success,” 

Poor mortals indeed, if nothing was to remain of them uftor death; 
for whilo he was courting this succoss, and gloriously louding on hia 
troops in the front of dangor, he received (he fatal stroke, which in an 
instant relonsed his great apirit, to follow and join the immortal spirit 
of Wolfe! 

* Wher the Oration was delivered, the author did not know that an inquiry lind been 
made inte the reasons of the rUuen of this party, aud that the commanding ollleer has 
been nequitte®S But as & very general censiye hail been passed pon im throu; hh thee, 
Colonies, it was judged much’ more honourable for him co jreeit an aeconnt of his ng- 
Saiprann inate erence a toe meeps af re 

Te was at the foot of the Pyrcnees that the thvee thousand deserted fiom Hanatbal, and 
he freely dismisied seven thousand more, whose cou ‘he perceived was not cquat ta 
the undyrtaking, Indecd, Livy tells us that the “it of the Alga, “their snowelad 
ope almost penetrating Heaven, the rade cottages bulfton rocks, sheep antl oxen plnehed 
wish cold, the men savage and wearing loug beards, every tings ‘bath animate and 

i ier or ig ReMmy With a temporary 


8 Nok clear What use Harnibal made boats after 6) 
Athether to chrry his haggnge, as he ascented along its banks, or not, smal ean erie 
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Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid, 

Resolved, That Colonel Mayne he dirceted to march 
with his Battalion to New- York, and put himself under tho 
command of General Lee, ov tha commanding officer there, 


The Congress being informed faut two Prisoners taken 
at Chambly and who had Jeave to stay at Newari, in the 
Provinee of New-Jersey, on condition of their making Guf- 


O! thou swift winged mossongor of destruction, low didat thou 
triumph in that moment! the stroly tit severed Monigomery from his 
army, deprived them of more than a manber. Tt ranchad the vitals, 
and siruclk the wholo body with atomporary death. As when the forked 
lightning, darting through tho forest, anid the bine empests of night, 
rends some towering cake and Inys iis honows in the dust, the inferior 
troos which it had long sholtered fiom the storm, atand mournfig around, 
so stood tho astonished bands over thelr fiullon chioftain! nor ovor him. 
alona; but over others, in their primo of glory, ostralo by his sido! 

Hore, yo Pennaylvanien youths, second to none in virkin, fol a pore 
tion of your teas be siered to the manus of Macpherson! You semen. 
ber his gonorous spirit in his carly years, fur ho dranic of tho samo 
springa of scionce with many of you now before mos and we who 
youched the cup to your Jip, rejoice that it contributed to invigorate 
both him and you into wiadem and publick spirit, Waving finished his 
scholastick* eduertion, ho studiod the law of his countiy, undor a 
lawyer and patriott of distinguished nama; and animated by hi ox- 
amplo, a8 woll as procopts, had become omincnt in his profession, at an 
ago whon rome hive scareo begun to think of business. ‘I'he love of 
liboity boing his ruling passion, ho thought it hia duty, in the pyesent 
struggle, to offer himsnlf to tho setvice of hiv country, and he had 
goon an opportunity of attaining that military preominenco, of which 
he was laudably ambitious, * 

Enjoying an hereditary bravery, joined to a well cultivated undor. 
slunding, and an active epirit, ho soon beonmo the bosom fitond of 
Gonoral Montgomery, waa lis Aid-do.cump, wes intrusted with a shara 
in tho managoment of hia inost important negotiations, stood by his 
sido in tho attack upon Quebeck, and baing, us it woro, animated by 
ono common soul, and dour lo ouoh othar in lifu—in doath, they were 
not a momont divided t 

Tove, likowiae, full Captain Cheeseman, of tho NewYork farces, co 
vorod with honour, and lumentod, by wll who Inew him, ai an activo 
and gallant oMaor. [in particular movits, as well as tho morite of soma 
others, who sharod his filo, ought to bo moro fully comunomorated on 
this ocension, if proper uecounta of thom could bo colloctad. 

T mast not, howovnr, omit tho namo of the brave Caplin Zendricks, 
who commundod ono of the Pennsylvania rilly companics, and was 
known to me from his infuney, He was, indocd, prodigal of his life, 
and courted danger out of hig tour of duty, iho comment of tho 
guard bolonged to him, on tho morning of tho attack but he solicited 
and obtwinod lonye to tuko a moro conapicuous post; and haying Sed 
his mon through tho barrior, where his commanding officer, Goneral 
Arnold, was wounded, ho long suatained tho five of the garrison with 
unshalcon firmness, till, at last, racoiving a shot in his broust, ho imma. 
diutely oxpirad.t 

Such oxamplos % magnanimity filled ovon adversaries with yonora. 
tion and oatcom, Forgetting the fos In the heraps, they gathered u 
their broathlosa romaine, ond committed thom 16 kindrod dist, with 
pious handy “and fancral honours woot” So may your own ramains, 
and particularly thino, O! Carleton, bo honoured, should it ever bo your 
futo to fall in hostile fields! Or if, amid tho various chances of war, 
your lot should bo among tho prisonors afid the wounded, muy you bo 
distinguished with an ample roturn of thnt benevolonce which you 
hava shown to othas, Suoh ollices of humanity, softening tho sa. 
vago aconos of war, will entitle you to an honour which all the pride 
of conquoat cannot bestow—muah loss & conquost over fotlow.sulfeate, 
contending for the common rights of fievmon, 

By suoh oflines as thoes, you likwwlso give a gleam of comfort to 
Mose mournors, who mix their tons with outa on SeAuydeill and Susgue. 
hannah j}| und to hor§espuotully, on Mudson's River, proeminont In wot 
Angols, und minjetois of grace, complate hor oonsolutiona! ‘Poll hor, by 
gontleal accenta, whut wioaths of glory you hnvo ontwinad, to adom 
tho brows of thoso who dio for their country; und hovering for while, 
on tho wing of pity, liston to hor mournful alrain 

Sweet Ivy, twin'd with myrde, form a shade 
Axaunil the tomb whee brave Mentyomer y's Ind} 
Bengath your bonghs, hat fom the heats of day, 
My ceaseless tears shinbl bathe the woirior's olny 
Atul Tnjue'd reed shall a white repair, 

‘To dwell, withine, 9 weeping hermit heel 

Tfaving now paid tho honours duo to tho mamorios of our dopartod 
frionds, what nood Tadd moro? Ilustrioug, although short, was thoir 
race! But old age i not that which stundoth in length of time, nor 
is mensurod by numbor of yeurs—wisdom is tho groy hair to man, and 
an unspotted life is old ngo,” 

To such mon, Rome in all hor glory would havo deorcad hono#rss 
and the resolve of Congress to transmit the momory of thoir virtuos, is 
worthy of that magnanimity whioh ought to charnctogiza publick bo. 
dios, “Joatous and arbitrary rulers ave sparing of honours to thors who 
sorve thom, lost their own should bo thng celipaed; but your justro, 
gontlomon, can suffer no diminution this way and tho glory you justly 
bestow upon othdrs, will only bo reflected to ¢nereaso your own! 

“THe was educated pritly nt tho College of PAladelphia, and pmitly at that of Newe 
Jersey, A few days belove his denth, he tishted the yery spot on which Geueval Wolfe 
expired 5 and the sefivetions tia hy Judter on this ocensionas well ne un tat whieh he tert 
sealed up, Lar his futher, in ensu of his ceath in the attnals upon Greterky were sugh av 
become n Christin and soldier, $e bequeathed what litde fur cane he had nedumulated, 
to hia uly brother, an oflccrin the regulararmy, Asa rennid for his services, he wnt 


appaluted by the Congres, a Major ina battalion to be raised in the Lelarware Countless 
but had yeceived no necount of this promotion, ' 
John Dickinson, Esquhe. . J 
£'Theso particulars were certified hy General Srompron and Colonel Magar, bis cons 
mandets i the Pennsyloania Rifle rgiment, and they give mo this Mu vAF clinacter of 
Him in theieletter, var No fatigues ox duty ever discatuaged bins he paid the sirletest 
attention to his company, and was ambitious tnt they shonkiexcel 1 ihset line, sobpiety 
anilorder, His socint nud damestiek vir tucg you weve well acquainted with,” 
‘The rivers on whieh the prents o€ Major Macpherson and Captain Hendricks Witt, 
Mrs, Afontyomery, . 1 4 
¥ The original Jines, for which these were substituted and formed to musiek, Are well 
known, 324: + ° 









* Wind gentle evergrcen to forme stinde, i i 
Aram aie tomb wire Soptete elaid! eo." ~ 
Part of the two Inst lines 1s from an Ode of Collins, 
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Locks, for tha use of the United Colonies, ave not employ- 
ed in that work: a 

Resolved, That the Said two Prisoners be ordered to 
Philadelphia, ond put under the direction of My. Ritten- 
house, to carry on the above business, 

The Congress being informed that a quantity of Powder 
belonging to the United Colonies, was arrived at Netw- 
Brunswick, in New-Jersey, 

ReSolved, That Mv. Lewis, Mr. Alsop, and Mv. P. Li- 
vingston, be directed to forward the said Powder, under a 
guard, with all possible expedition, to General Hashington, 
for the use of the Army under his command. 

Resdlved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of M, La Junesse, for the sum of 250 Dollars, for 
his services in behalf of the United Colonies. 


djou ned to ten o'ciock, to-morrow. 
Adjourned to ten o'clock, f 


Wednesday, Febuary 21, 1778. 

The Commitico of Claims reported, there is due ; 

To Shadius, the sum ol 17} Dollars, for his ex- 
penses in conducting Prisoners from Albany to Trenton. 

To Caspar Shaaf, for Wagonage, the sum of 104 Dol- 
lars, and that tho same ought to be paid into the hands of 
S. Chase and WW, Paca, Esquires. 

Ordered, 'That the same Accounts be paid. 

Two Letters from General Schuyler, of the 10th and 
18th instant, being received, wero read. 

Resolved, That the same bo referred to a Committoe of 
Three, 

The Members chosen, Mr, ythe, Mv. Harrison, and 
Mr. S, Adame, 

A Letter from the Committee of Safety for Pennsylva- 
nid, dated 20th instant, respecting the Prisoners at Luancas- 
ten, was read 

Resojved, That the samo be referred to the Committes 
on Prisoners. 

“The Committee on the Treasury, to whom it was re- 
ferred to consider the numbers and denominations of the 
Bills, in which the four millions of Dollars directed by 
Congress to be issuod, ought to be emitted, brought in a 
Report, which was considered, and agreed to, as follows ; 
Imt the fovr millions of Dollars now to be emitted, 
consist of tho following denominations, viz: ‘ 
600,000 of one-sixth of a Dollar, 100,000 





600,000 of oneathird do. 200,000 
600,000 of one-half do. 300,000 
600,000 of two-thirds do. 400,000 
130,436 of one Dollar, 130,436 
130,487 of two do. 260,874 
130,436 of three do. 891,308 
130,495 of four do. 521,740 
65,217 of five do. 826,085 
65,217 of six do. 391 802 
65,217 of seven do. 456,519 
68,217 of cight do. 521,736 
5,162,012 4,000,000 


That the Plates engraved for the two former emissions, 
be used in the new emission of the Bills from ono to eight 
Dollars inclusive, and that those Bills be expressed in the 
following words : 

“No. Doilars. 

*+ This Bill entitles the bearer to receive...... 
SpantsA milled Dollars, or the value thereof in gold or sil- 
ver, according to a Resolution of Congress, passed at Phila- 
detphia, Pebruary, 1%, 1776” 

That the said Biljs bo signed by two signers, and each 

different denomination numbered from No. 1. progressively. 

That one Plate, with proper devices, be engraved for tha 
amaller Bills now to be emitied, under the value of one 

Dollar. 

That the form of the Bills be as follows: 
“One... % of a Dollar, according to o Resolution of 

Congrese passed at Philadelphia, February 17, 1716.” 

That encl of these Bills be signed by one signer only, 
and that each different denomination be numbered from 

No. 1. progressiv 
2 That Michael 

Paschal, Esquives, be appointed and authorized to inspect 

the Press, : 
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Hillegas, Richard Bache, and Stephen YFilliam Cabell, and Mr. Carter, of Lancaster, 
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That before they enter upon their office, they shall, 
respeotively, take an oath, or affirmation, to be to them 
administered by any Magisivate, “well and faithfully to 
execute the trust reposed in them by a Resolution of Con- 
gress, as Inspectors of the Press, according to the best of 
their skill and judgment.” A certificate of which oni, or 
affirmation, shall be delivered to the Committeo on the 
Treasury. 

That each of the said Inspectors, respectively, shall be 
allowed two Dollars a day for their services, while they 
shall be employed in inspecting the Press, in the execu- 
tion of the said trust, 

Resolved, That the Committeo on the Treasury be 
directed to have the foregoing Resolutions carried into exe- 
cution with all convenient despatch, 


The Committee for receiving the applications for offices 
in the Continental Army, reported, that they have nomi- 
nated Mr. Lewis Dunham, for Surgeon to the Third Bat- 
talion, now raising in the Colony of New-Jersey, and re- 
commend him to the Congress for appointment to the said 
oftice. 

Resolved, That the Report be agreed to, and that a 
Commission be granted to Mr, Lewis Dunham accordingly, 


Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow. 


‘Thpraday, Fobruary 22, 1776, 

Two Letters from General Washington, of the Oh of 
February, being received, were read: 

Resolved, That the said Letters be reforred to a Com 
miltce of the Whole. 

Agrecablo to the above Resolve, the Congress resol ved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into consi- 
deration the Letters just received from General ashington, 
and alter some timo the President resumed the chair, and 
Mr. Ward reported, that the Committea had taken into 
consideration the matter referred to them, but not haying 
come to a conclusion, desired him to move for leave to sit 
again. 

” Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into consi- 
deration the Letters of General Washington. 

A Delogate fiom New-Jersey having informed Congress 
that the Regiment of Mititia, ordored by tho Convention 
of that Colony to march for the defence of New- Yort, in 
consequence of the Resolve of Congress of the 12th of this 
month, were not sufficiently armed, and that they could 
not be furnished with Arms unless the Congress supplied 
thom; and, as the Congress have not Arms to spare, thase 
they have being necessary for arming the Battalions, raising 
in the Continental service: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the march of the said Bat- 
talion of Militia be countermanded, 

Resolved, That orders issue to quicken Colonel Wayne 
in getting his Battalion ready; and that, as fast as he can 
got a Company properly equipped, that he cause jt imme- 
diately to march to New- Yorze. 

Resolved, That the President be directed to write to 
the Conyention of New-Yorz, and desire they would in- 
form Congress what progress they haye mado in raising the 
four Battalions ‘recommended to be raised in that Colony 
for the defence of the same, as 


Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. ? 


. Friday, Fobtuary 23, 1776, 


Colonel Braxton, a Delegate from Pirginia, attending, 
produced the Credentials of his appointment, which were 
read, as follows: 


1 


“Virginia, In Convontion, Decembor 16, 1775, 


“The Convention, according to the Order of the Day, 
proceeded to the appointment of a Delegate to represent 
this Colony in the General Congress, in the room ‘of’ the 
late Honourable Peyion Randolph, Esq., and the Members. 
having prepared tickets with tha name of the Delegate tor 
be appointed, and put the same into the ballot-box, Mr.. 
Thomas Ludwelt Lee, Mv. Carrington, Mi, Digges, Mr.. 

er, Were ap- 
pointed a Committee to examine the ballot-box, and réport ; 
on whom the majority fell; and, it appearing, from their 
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report, that there was a majority of the whale Convention 
in favour of Carter Braxton, Esq., , 
“ Resolved, therefore, That the said Carter Bragton, 
Esq,, be appointed a Delegate to represent this Colony, in 
the roam of the lato Honourable Peyton Randolph, Esq. 
"A copy: 
eJonn Tazewetw, Clerk of the Convention.” 
Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to 
return to the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania, tho 
Aims borrowed of them for the use of the Continent. 


The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due: 

To Francis Daymon, for translating into French the 
Rules and Articles for the better regulating the Continen- 
tal Troops, the sum of 133 Dollars. ; 

To Monsicur Mesplet, for printing the Military Rules, 
and French Letters to the Inhabitants of Canada, the sum 
of 44 Dollars. 

To Colonel Harrison, for expenses of himself, My. 
Lynch, and My, Allen, on their journey to New- Yorle, the 
sum of 150.9 Dollars, 

To Jeremiah Traxler, for Provisions, &c., for Indians 
who weie in Philadelphia, in December last, the sum of 
40.8 Dollars, and that the same ought to be paid to Mr. 
Kachletn 

To sundry persons for Rifles furnished Captain Morgan’s 
Company, the sum of 118.8 Dollars, which ought to be paid 
to Colonel Nelson, and charged to the said Company, 

To Clement Biddle, for Shot-Pouches, Powder-Horns, 
and Bullet-Moulds, purchased by him for the Canada Re- 
giment, tho sum of 1169.3 Dollars, 

Yo sundry persons for Blankets supplied Captain Prico’s 
Company, the sum of 32.9 Dollars, and that the same 
me to be paid to George Read, Wsq. 

‘0 Captain Little, for Provisions for guards attending 
Captain Canypbell, the sum of 9.5 Dollars. 

To Christian Rhorbeck, for necessaries furnished to 
several Prisoners of the Seventh and Twenty-Sixth Regi- 
ments, the sum of 9.4 Dollars, and that the same ought to 
be paid to Adam Kimmel, 

To Henry Shits, for Rifles, &¢., furnished to Captain 
Stevenson’s Company, the sum of 78,6 Dollars, to be 
cliarged to the said Company. 

To Abraham Ebrasher, for attending several French no- 
filesse, from Albany to Bristol, the sum of 82 Dollars. 

Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid, 


+ Resolved, That a Committee of Five be appointed to 
contract for the making of Muskets and Bayonets for tho 
use of the United Colonies, and to consider of further ways 
and means of promoting and encouraging the manufacture 
of Fivo-Arms in all parts of tho United Colonies. 

The Members chosen, Mr, Paine, Mr. Wtlson, Mr, 
Huntington, Mr, Lee, and Mr. Lewis Morris. 


Resolved, That the Letter of Christopher Lefingwell, 
dated the 29th November, 1776, with sundry papers, re- 
lating to the cargo of the Brig Nancy, be referred to a 
Committee of Three, 

The Members chosen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Huntington, 
and Mr. Gerry, 

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be empowered to 
expart the Produce of these Colonies, for the purpose of pro- 
ouring Armand Ammunition, equal to the amount,of that 
by them exported in two Vessels lately taken by the enemy. 

Resolved, ‘fo: the Committée for superintending the 
Treasury be authorized to employ one or more Clerks for 
stating, keeping, and liquidating the Publick Accounts, un- 
der their direction, and to provide Books and a suitable 
Office for that purpose. 


"That they have power to call upon the different Com- 
miltees 6f Congress, Assemblies, Conventions, Councils, or 
Committees of Safety, Continental Officers, and private 
persons, who have been, or shall be intrusted with publick 
money, for their Accounts and Vouchers, and for such 
other mafgrials and information as the said Committee on, 
the Treasury shall judge to be useful in stating, checking, 
and cuditing the Publick Accounts, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several As- 
semblies, Conventions, Councils, or Commitiees of Safety, 
and Committees of Correspondence and Inspection, in the 
United, Colonies, to exert themselves in devising further 
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ways and means of promoting and encouraging the manu- 
facture of Saltpetres and. of introducing that manufacture 
into private familios. ~ 

That it be recommended to the several Assemblies and 
Conventions in the United Colonies that they immediately 
establish publicl works in cach and ty County in their 
respective Colonies, at the oxpense of such Colonies, for the 
manufacture of Saltpetre 5 and appoint Committees of their 
own Members, immediately, to set up such manufiesures, 

That it be recommended to the Assemblies and Conven- 
tions, Councils, or Committees of Safety, of every Calony, 
forthwith to erect Powder-Mills in their respective Colo- 
nies, and appoint Committees to build such Mills, god pro- 
cure persons well skilled in the manufacture of Powder, at 
the expense of such Colonies. . 

That a Committee of this Congress, to consist of one 
Member from cach Colony, bo appointed to consider of 
further ways and means of promoting and encouraging the 
manufactures of Saltpetre, Sulphur, and Gunpowder, in 
these Colonies, and to correspond with the several Assem- 
blies and Conventions, and Councils, or Committees of 
Safety, in the several Colonies, that this Congress may be, 
from time to lime, truly informed af the progress made in 
these inanufactures in all the Colonies. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Barilett, Mr. Paine, My, 
Tlophkins, Mv. Lluntington, Mr. Lewts Morris, Mv. Sers 
geant, Mr, IZumphroys, Mr, Read, Mv. Paca, Mr, Brawton, 
Mr, Hughes, Mr, Edward Rutledge, and Mr. Bulloch, 

Ordered, Vhat the above Resolutions, respecting Salt- 
petre, &e., be published, 

It being reprosented that Captain Zlarman has inlisted 
into his Company, and carried with him to Canada, thir- 
teen Servants, without the consent of their Masters, 

Resolved, ‘That a Committeo of Three be appointed to 
inquire into this matter, and wig to Congress, 

Tho Members chosen, Mr, Hilson, Mr, Willing, and Mr. 
Wythe. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, on Monday noxt, fe- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
consideration the Letters from General Washington, &c. 


Adjourned to ten o’cloak, on Monday. 


e pas 
Monday, February 26,1778, 

A Letter from General Isee, 22d of February, 1776, 
with two enclosures, was read, 

Resolved, That tho same be wferred to a Committee 
of Three. 

The Membors chosen, Mr. McKean, Mr. John Adams, 
and Mr, Lewis Morris, 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of Carpenter Wharton, for the sum of six thou- 
sand Dollars; he to bo accountable. 


A Petition from Lieut. Jocelyn 2edtham, of the Twonty- 
Sixth Regiment, who was taken prisoner at T¥conderoga, 
was presented and read, praying for leave to go to Europe 
for the recovery of his health, 

Resolved, That the prayer of his Petition be granted, 


A Representation from the Committee of Inspection of 
the City and Libertios of Philadelphia, relative to Vessels 
loading with Produce for Great Britagn, Ireland, and the 
British West- Indies, was presented to Congress, and read ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved, That no Vessel loaded for Great ‘Britain, 
Freland, or the British West-Indies, be permitted to sail, 
until the further order of this Congress; and that it be re« 
commended to the different Committees of Inspection and 
Obiervation to see that this Resolition be carried into 
execution. 

Ordered, That the above Resolve be published. 

Resolved, That 1 Committee of Five bo appointed to 
examine and report the number and circumstances of the 
Permits, and the destination of tho Vesagls to which such 
Permits have been granted, for exporting the Produce af 
the Colonies, in consequence of the importation 6f Ammu-' 
nition and Warlike Stores; and that thé representation of 
the Committee of Tnspection,and Observation for the City 
and Liberties of Philadelphia, on this subject, be referred 
to the said Comunittes. . “ e 

The Member§ chosen, Mr, Duane, My. Chase, Mi, Wile 
son, Mr, Livingston, and Mr. Wythe, — aol 
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Resolved, That Monsieur Mesplc?, Printer, be engaged 
to go to Canada, and there set up hisePress, and carry on 
the Printing business; and the Congress engage to defray 
the expense of transporting him and his family, and print- 
ing utensils, to Canadag and will, moreover, pay him the 
sum of two hundred Dollars. 

‘A Letter from the Convention of New-Jersey, dated 

» Bebruary 24, 1776, was read. 

Resdlved, That the same be referred to the Cammittes 
to whom the Letter from General Lee was committed. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of the Delegates of Maryland, for the sum of 
twenty-ivo thousand Dollars, to be by them exchanged for 
Gold and Sitver, and paid back into the Treasury. 


° . 
The Ordar of the Day being tenewed, 
Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow. 


Tuosday, February 27, 1776, 

Resolved, That M&sieur Rigauville be permitted to go 
to Bristol, and spend a week with his ielations there; and 
that, alter that, he return to this city. 

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred Dollars be paid 
to Monsieur Dugan, for his sovices in the cause of the 
Uuited Colonies, in Canada; and that it be recommended 
to the Commanding Officer of the Forces of the United 
Colonies in that Provines to advance him to a post in the 
Avny suitabla to his merit and services. 

The Committee to whom the Letters from Christopher 
Lefingwell and others, concerning the Brig Nancy, com- 
manded by Lhomas Davis, and her cargo, were referred, 
brought in their Report, which being taken into considera- 
tion 
Resolved, That the ease of the said Brig and Cargo 
pertaineth to the Judicature established in the Colony of 

Connecticut for hearing and determining maters of the 
same kind, 

The Congress took into consideration the Report of the 
Committee appointed to consider into what Departments 
the Middle aad Southern Colonies ought to be formed, &c.; 
whereupon, 

Resolved, That New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
the lower Counties on Delaware, and Maryland, be put 
into one Department, under the command of the Major- 
General, and two Brigadiers-General, with proper Stall. 

That Virginia, North and South-Carolina, and Geor- 
gia, be put into one other Department, under the com- 
man of one Melo Sonera and three Brigadiers-General, 
with proper Staff, 

Resolved, That Friday noxt be assigned for the elec- 
tion of the Majors-General, Brigadiers-General, and Staff 
Officers, in the foregoing Departments, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Convention 
.of New-Jersey, to have the cargo of the transport, Blue- 
Mountain- Valley, landed, und secured in some safe place 
till further orders of Congress. 

Tho Order of the Day being renewed, 

_ Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow. 


Wodnesday, Fobruary 28, 1776. 


Resolved, That a Letter be sent to General Lee, desiring 
hint not jo set out for Canada until he received further ov- 
ders.from Congress. : 

The Comhhittee to whom the Letters from General Lee 
and the Convention of New-Jersey wore referred, brought 
in their Report, whiqh was read. 

Ordered, That the same be referred till to-morrow, 

Resolved, That the Socret Committee be directed to 
yeturn ta the Delegates of North-Carolina the four hun- 
dred pounds of Powder borrowed of that Colony. 

The Committge on Prisoners, to whom the Letter from 
the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania was referred, 
brought if their Report, which was taken into consider- 
ation; and) thereujion, 

9Resolved, That the Committee of Inspection and Ob- 


servation forsthe County of Berks, in Pennsylvania, be- 


wequested and authorized to contract, upon reasonable 
tela, (Gr the subsistence of such of the Prisoners, now in 
Readiny, a3 are not supplied by Mr, Franks, together with 
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the women and children belonging to all the Prisoners 
there, and for supjilying them with Fire- Wood, and other 
things absolutely necessary for their support. 

That the Committees of Inspection and Observation for 
the Counties, Districts, or Towns, assigned for the resi= 
dence of Prisoners, be empowered to superintend their 
conduct, and, in cases of gross misbehaviour, to confine 
them, and report to Congress the proceedings had on such 
occasions, 

Ordered, That the foregoing Resolve be published, 


Resolved, That the Committee of Sufety of Pennsylva- 
nia, agreeable to the offer made by them of their service, 
of which Congress have a proper sense, be authorized to 
distribute the Officers, prisoners in Lancaster, in such 
places, within the Province of Pennsydvania, as to that 
Committee shall seem most proper, taking their parole, 
which, if they refuse to give, the said Committee are em- 
powered and directed to confine them; and thot, in exe- 
cuting this Resolve, the said Committee have regard to the 
Resolutions heretofore made by Congress with respect to 
Prisoners, and their residence. 


A Petition of Anthony Marmajou, master and owner of 
the Brig Little-Podly, of the stand of Alardinique, was pre- 
sented to Congress and read. 

Resolved, That Monsieur Marmajou be permitted to load 
the Brigantine Lattle-Polly, in which he imported a small 
quantity of Powder and Arms, with the Produce of these 
Colonies, ({Torned Cattle, Sheep, [Togs, Poultry, and Lum- 
ber for inaking Casks excepted,) and export the same to 
Martinique ; and that the said Anthony Marmajow do take 
every possible precaution to avoid all British men-of-war 
and cutters on his voyage, and that he use his utmost en- 
deavours to impoit into these Colonies tho Powder and 
Arms mentioned in his Petition. 


Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of Mr. J, Mease, for the sum of twenty thousand 
Dollars, he to be accountable. ‘ 

The Committea to whom the Letters fiom General 
Schuyler, dated the 10th and 18th of this instant, February, 
and the papers therein mentioned, were referred, brougiit 
in their Roost, which was taken into considerations and, 
thereupon, 

Resolved, That a sufticient quantity of Steel be sent to 
Major-General Schuyler, or the Commanding Officer at 
Albany, for the Avmourers and the Blacksmiths who aro 
appointed to go and work for the Indians, and that the 

elegutes of New-Jersey be dosired to provide and forward 
the same, 

That an account of the Money paid to the Pennsylyir- 
nia Troops, who have marched to Canada, be sent to 
General Schuyler, 

That the Deputy Mustermaster-General, Gunning Bed- 
ford, Esq, be directed to repair forthwith to his post, in 
the Northern Army, in Canada, and that be muster the 
Troops once in every month, and make returns to Congress 
and the Commanding Officer. 

That the Orders given by Major-General Schuyler, in 
his Lotter of the 12th day of this instant, to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Warner, be approved, 

Adjourned to ten o’clock, to-morrow. 

= * 
Thursday, Fobruary 29, 1776, 

The Colony of New-Hampshire having&ppointed De- 
legates for the present year, William Whipple, Esq., one 
of the said Delegates, attended, and produced the Creden- 
tials of their appointment, which were read, as follotws; 


"Colony of Now-[ampshiro, in tho Houso of Roprosontativos,™ 
January 23, 1776, 


“Voted, That Josiah Barileti, John Langdon, and 
William Whipple, Wisquires, be, and hereby ave appointed 
Delogates to represent this Colony in the Continental Gori- 
gress at Petey se for the term of one year from this 
time, any ono of them, in the absence of the others, to 
wave full power to represent this Colony, andthat; not 
more than two of them attend at one time, , Set up for 
concurrence. P, Witte, Speaker.? 

“Ty Councr, eadem die: Read, and concurred. 

«E, Tuomrson, Secretary,” 

“A true copy from the Journal of Council : 

“Attest s E, Tuompson, Secretary.” 
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A Letter fiom General IVashingion, dated 14th Febru- 
ary, enclosing a Letter from Losd Ditemmond to General 
Robertson,a Retin of the Aimy 4th of same month, &e., 
was read, 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress re- 
solved itself Into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
consideration the Letter fiom General Washington, and 
the Trade of the Colonies alter the Ist of Alarch, and 
afier some time spent thereon, the President resumed the 
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chair, and Mr. Mard reported, that the Committee bad 
taken into consideration the matyeis referred to them, but, 
not having come to a conclusion, desired him to move for 
Jeave to sit again. 

Rasolucd, That this Congresseavill, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Commitee of tho Whole, to take into their 
further consideration the Letter fom General Hashang ton, 
and the state of the Tiade of the Colonies, 


Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-manow. 5 








Baltimore, Noyember 30, 1774, 


Ata meeting of the Freeholdeis and other Inhabitants 
of Baltinore County and Baltimore Town, qualified by 
Jaw to yote for Representatives, held in pursuance of notice 
given for that purpose, at the Coust-Louse, on Saturday, 
the 12th November, 1974: Andrew Buchanan, Esquiie, 
Chairman, and Robert Alcvander, Clerk, the Inhabitants 
proceeded to make choice of a Committee for the pu poses 
mentioned in the eleventh Resolve of the Continental 
Congress ; and, thereupon, the following gentlemen were 
chosen ¢ 

For Bavrivore Town: Andrew Buchanan, Robert 
Alerander, William Lue, John Moale, John Merryman, 
Richard Moale, Jeremiah Totonley Chase, Thomas Har- 
rison, Archibald Buchanan, William Smith, James Cal- 
houn, Benjamin Grifith, Gerard Hopkins, William Spear, 
John Smith, Barnet Enchelberger, George Moolsey, er- 
cules Courtenay, Isaac Grist, Mark Alexander, Stamucl 
Purviance, Jun, Francis Sanderson, John Boyd, George 
Lindenberger, Isane Vanbibber, Philip Rogers, David 
MeMechen, Mordecai Grist, and John Deaver, 

Hunpnens. 

Patrarsco, Lownn: Charles Ridgely and Thomas Sollers. 

Pararsco, Uprrn: Zachariah Me Cubbin, Charles Ridge- 
Zy, Son of FPilliam, and Thomas Lloyd, 

Back-Riven, Urren: Samuel MWorthingion, Benjamin 
Nicholson, T. C. Deye, John Cradock, Darby Lax, and 
William Randall. 

Bacx-Rivin, Lowen: Jolin Meyer and Job Garretson. 

Mippex-River, Urren: ‘Nichdas Merryman and Wil- 
liam IVorthington. 

Mropir-Riven, Lowen: JI, D, Gough and [Walter Tol- 
ley, Sen. 

Sotpinrs’ Drwaur: George Ristean, John IToward, 
Lhomas Gist, Sen., Thomas Worthington, Nathan 
Cromwell, aud Nicholas Jones. 

Mrpvirsex: Thomas Johnson and Maybury Helm. 

ee John Walsh, Rezin Hammond, and John 

ilder, 

Norra: Jeremiah Johnson and Elisha Dorsey. 

Pre-Creve: Richard Richards, Frederick ‘Dicker, and 
Mordecai Llammond. 

Guyrowner, Urrnr: Walter Tolley, Jun., James @it- 
tings, and Thomas Franklin. 

Mine-Ron; Dizon Stansbury, Jun., and Josias Slade, 

i Resolved, That the same, or any seven of them, have 

power to act in matters within the Town of Baltimore, and 

that any five may act in matters without the said Town, 
in the said County, 

Resoluag, That TL, C. Deye, Captain Charles Ridgely, 
Walter Tolly, Jun., Benjamin Nicholson, Samuel Worth- 
ington, John@Hloale, Doctor John Boyd, and William Bu- 
chanan, or anyethree of them, be a Committee to attend 
the General Meeting at Annapolis, on Monday, the 24th 
of this month. 

Resolved, That Robert Alevander, Samuel Purviance, 
Jon, Andrew Buchanan, Doctor John Boyd, John Moale, 
deteniag Townley Chase, William Buchanan, and William 
Lia, be ‘a Committee of Correspondence for Baltimore 
County and Baltimore Town, and that any four of them 
have power lo act, 

At agneeting of the Committee of Baltimore Town, at 
Daniel Grant's, this 5th December, 1774: 7 


Prosent: Samuel Purvianco, William Smith, Inmes Calhoun, William 
Spear, Heronles Comtenay, William Buchanon, Robort Aluxander, 
, Jolin Smith, Major Thomas Franklin, Andrew Buchanan, Thomas 
> Hyrrison, Mark Alexander, John Boyd, John Moalo, Gerard Hop- 
kins, Gabrge Lindenbotgor, Francis Sanderson, and David McMoo- 


Shen. 
: : 


This Committee made choice of Samuel Purviance, ag 
Chairman, and Hilliam Smith, as a Deputy-Chaeman, to 
be continued as such; and they also chose Doctor John 
Boyd, as Clerk. f 

On motion, the following question was put: Whether a 
Vessel aniving within the Capes of Chesapeake, on or be- 
fore the first of December, be an importation within the first 
Resolve of the Congress, or not? 

Resolved in the affirmative, 13—~v. 

Captain Charles Reiley, of the Ship Charles, from Li- 
verpool, appeared before the Committee, and declared, on 
oath, that be was, on the 80th of November, at half-past 
one o'clock, abroast of Cape-Lenry, and that he came to 
an anchor the samo day in Lynhaven-Bay. Uo declares 
that he had no goods on board but Salt, Coal, Cordage, 
and Linens; and that he did vot lade or bring in any Tea, 

The Committee are of opinion that this is an importa 
tion within the terms of their Resolve, 

A Letter from the Committee of Lanford to this Com- 
mittee, dasiing information conceining a Chest of ‘Tea, sold 
by Joseph Magafin to Robert Trimble, being Inid before 
us, Mr, Magofin appeared, and declaied, on oath, that he 
received it from Péaladelphia, and had roason to think, 
and votily believed, the same never paid duty in America ; 
which being deemed satisfactory, it was directedeto inform 
the Committee of Jlarford thereof, 


Ata meeting of the Committee of Baltimore County, 
held at Mr, Grant’s, December 7, 1774: 


Preeont: Samuol Burvianco, Chairman, William Smith, Doputy-Chair. 
nan, Philip Rogors, J. ‘I’, Chago, John Donyor, Mark Aloxandor, 
Francia Sandeison, Goorgo Lindenborgor, Walliam Fichanan, 
Riohurd Moalo, Nicholas ay Ea Dah Holmo, Hoi oules Courto. 
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nay, Robot Aloxandor, Darby Lux, Bonjamin Griffith, Job Garret. 

son, Gooigo Woolsey, James Culhoun, William Lux, Isano Gilst, 

John Boyd, Clork. « 

Captain James Thomas, of the Ship William, from Bris« 
tol, appeared before the Committee, and declared, on oath, 
that he ariived within the Capes of Chesapeake-Bay on 
the 80th day of November Inst past, and that he has not 
impoited himself, nor is there, to tho best of his knowledge, 
any Last-India Tea on board his ship, The Captain at 
the same tine produced his Log-Book, which corresponded 
with his deolaration aforesaid, respecting the time of his 
ariival in the Bay, 

Tho follawing gentlemen, importers of goods in said ship, 
appeared before the Committee, and mado oath that they 
had not imported any Has¢-India Tea in snid ship: Wélliam 
Ninith, James Cheston, David Mitchell, Wilkam Neill, 
Christopher Johnston, and David MeLure. 


Captain Robert Johnston, of the Ship Elizabeth, from 
Londonderry, haying arrived in Chesapeake-Bay alter the 
first day of December, appeared before the Committee fand 
declared, on oath, that there is not at present, nor has ‘he 
imported in said ship, goods of any kind for sale, except 
seven pieces of Irish Bagging, being bis own private adven- 
ture, which be engages to deliver ifto the hands of Mr, 
Hercules Courtenay and Captain George TWoolsey, who 
are appointed by the Committee to receive and sell them 
at publick vendue, and, after paying the said Captain the 
first cost und charges of said goods, out of the produce of 
tho sales, the remainder, if any, to be accounted for to tha 
Committee by Messrs, Courtenay and Woolse, and ap- 
plied by the Committee to the purposes in that anse recom 
mended by the Continental Congress. , ae 

A complaint having been, laid before the Committéa ‘by 
John Cannon and others, against Alemander, MeLayre, and 
Goodwin & Russell, that they had raiséd the pyrite af 
certain goods by them sold, contrgry to; thg Aesop atts of 


? 


. 
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the General, Congress; it was debated, whether the said 
complaint should be taken into consideration at a future 
meeting; anda vole being taken, it was resolved in tho 
aMimmative. The complaint is, therefore, to be head at 
the meeting which shall ¢appen next afier the rising of the 
ensuing Provincial Congress. 


2 3 — 


Ata meeting of the Commitee of Baltimore County, 

held at Mr. Grant’s, the 12th December, 1774: 

Prosont : Samuel Paurviance, Chahman, John Menyman, Isaac Vane 
bibbor, Isuac Grist, Wiliam Spou, Barnot Ercholbargot, David Mee 
Mochon, Gootgo Lindonborgor, Jolin Noaver, Maik Aloxunder, Ren. 
jowm Griflith, Job Gutretson, James Culhoun, Clark in loco Dr, 
Boyd, Who is absent, 


Captain Ehigha Thatcher and Mr. Mark Alexander, 
appeared before this Committee, and produced Bills of 
Lading for six pipes of Wine, imported by them in the 
Schooner Polly, from the Island of Madetia, which having 
arrived after tho first of December, and the owners choos- 
ing to have it sold at wendue, rather than stored, this Com- 
mittee desire that tha above-mentioned six pipes of Ala- 
detra Wine be delivered into the hands of Messrs. William 
Speqr and Barnet Eichefberger, who ave to sell the same 
at publick vendue, and apply the amount of the sales as 
directed by tho Continental Congress in such cases, 


At a mooting of the Baltimore Committes, held at Mr. 
Grant's, December 19, \174: 


Provant: Samuol Puyianoce, Chanman, Andiew Buchanan, William 
Buchanan, John Moiryman, Bonjamin GriMiths, John Dotvor, 
Goorge Lindonbergar, Job Guirotson, Thomas Tanison, Richud 
Soul, Tanna Grist, Ieano Yanbibba, Jamos Culhoun, John Boyd, 

orl. 


Ordered, That Messrs, Isaac Vanbibber, Isane Grist, 
Richard Moate, and Tilliam Spear, do carefully observe 
the arrival of all Vessels into the Port of Baltimore, and 
inymediately give notice of tho same to the Chairman, who 
may calla meeting extraordinary of the Committee on the 
oceasion, if he should think it necessary, 

Ordered, That publick notice, by advertisement, be 
given to all Masters of Vesscls arriving at the Port of Bal- 
timore, that it is expected they will give information of 
such arrival to some one of the aforesaid gentlemen, on 
their figst landings 

It having been reported tothe Committee that two Ves- 
sels had Jately arrived in this harbour, the Captains were 
desired to attend this meeting; but not having it in their 
power to do so immediately, they were ditected to meet a 
number of the Committee at the house of Mr. Spear, at 
four o’clock, this afternoon, who me appointed to examine 
into the state of thoir several cargoes, if they have any. 

It being thought necessary that a General Meating of the 
Commitice of Baltimore County, should be held at Balti- 
more Town as soon as convonient, 

It is Ordered, That notices bo immediately given to the 
Members in each Hundred, and, also, to the Freeholders 
of the County, to meot at the Court-[Louse, in said Town, 
on Dhursday, the 29th instant, at ten o’clock, to take into 
consideration several matters of importance to be then laid 
Kelgre them, and to choose Delegates to represent them at 
the next Provincial Convention, which is to be held at 
Annapolis, on the 24th day of April next, 
vy The Minute contained in the Proceedings of December 
7; telative to the complaint against certain gentlemen for 
raising the price of goods, was read, and considered, 

And it wi unanimously Resolved, That, as a line is 
nowadrawa by the late Provincial Convention, ascertaining 
thé price.of goods, ng matters of this kind that may have 
happened-singe the General Congress, and before said Con- 
vention, shall be, taken notice of. ‘The complaint afore- 
said ig, therefore, dismissed. 

_ 


4 
«Ata npeting gxtraordinary of the Committce, at Mr. 
Grant's, on Wednesday, December 21, 1774; 

its Safraot Parvioneo, Chairman, William Buchanan, Richard 
-p-Moale Joha Moule, Wiliam Lax, James Calhoun, Horculgs Courto. 
ae Bil Rogoia, Gornid Hopkine, John Doayer, John Boyd, Wil. 
iain Spogty..: : 
0 ‘a WE 
lam Woolsey, of the Schooner Indusiry, 
pneared before the Committeo, and declared, 
PtHen 










‘are imported in his vessel Alty-five 
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indented Servants, three boxes of Jrish Linens, the property 
of Messis, Dominici Jordan, George Hoolsey, ond J. Si, 
oe minor and a unk containing wearing apparel, 
irected for Mr, John Lynch, and uo other goods for sale.” 
Captain Thomas Pierce, of the Ship Dick, from Liver- 
pool, declued, on oath, the contents of his cargo to be as 
follows: [ive thousand Bricks, nine thousand six hundred 
and eighty bushels of Salt, and fouteon and seven-twelfths 

chaldrons of Coal, and nothing else, 


Captain Carmichael, of the Ship Sophia, fiom London, 
declared, on oath, before the Committee, that there was 
nothing imported in bis ship for sale, except sixty-three 
Servants, 

Mr. Spear repoits, that the following Masters of Ves- 
sels appeared, in consequence of a diection for that pur- 
pose at the last meeting, and made oath to their several 
cargoes, ns follows: 

Ship Cha ming-Sally, Felie McGinnis, master, fiom 
Philadelphia, bis cargo four thousand one hundied and six 
bushels of Salt, and six barrels of Apples. 

Ship Philadelphia, John 1Vinning, master, hom Phila- 
delphia, in ballast, : 

Ship John, Charles Poag, master, from Cork, one 
small bale of Linen for Messis. Brown § Cornthwart, 

Ship Sietly, Martin Mudony, master, from Malaga, in 
ballast, 

” On motion, Resolved, That it be recommended to the 
Retailas of British Salt, not to sell the same for more than 
three Shillings per bushel, cash, 


On motion, Resolved, That where British Salt has, or 
shall bo imported into Baltimore Port, since the first day 
of December, it shall bo left in tho option of the owner, or 
owners, of said Salt, eithos to allow ope penny and-a-half’ 
per bushel on the quantity contained in the invoice, or two 
pence por busbel on what may be sold, for the relief of the 
sulfering Poor in Boston; or that the Committe, in casg 
the owners refuse both these alternatives, and do not choose 
to store the Salt, shall sell the same in lots of five hundyod 
bushels; and the piofits, after paying fust cost and charges, 
to be applied as above; and, in caso the Salt is sold, ten 
pence per bushel shall be allowed for freight. 


The meeting adjourned to three o’cloclr, this afternoon. 


The Committee met according to adjournment, 

On motion, tho question was put, Whether Coal and 
Brick ought to be considered as merchandise, and subject 
to be disposed of as divected by tho tenth Article of the 
Continental Association, or not? Determined in the ne- 

gative, 

Tho question being put, Whether this Commitee shall 
make an offer of such goods as may he imported afier the 
first day of December, to the ownels, on their paying a 
certain commission to the Poor of Boston, or adopt any 
measure similar thescto, without selling them at publick 
vendue? Carried in the negative. 

The question was then put, Whether one general rule 
be observed in setting up all those goads directed to ba 
sold by this Committee at vendue, or not? Determined in 
the negative. 

Ordered, That the three ene of Linens, 7 ported in 
Captain Woolsey, from Dublin, and the package of ditto, 
impouted in Captain Poag, trom Cork, bgMelivered into 
tpe bands of Mr, Chase antl Mr. Calhowiyto be by then 
sold at publick auction on Sa¢urday next, and the amount 
of the sales disposed of as directed by the tenth Article of 
the Continental Association. a 

Resolved, That the owners of all goods directed to bo 
sold by this Committee, do produce their original Invoicas, 
of authontick copies therefiom, to the gentlemen appointed 
to sell the same. oe 

asks t we 
ex ae 

Ata meeting of the Committee of BaltimareL'givn, held 
ft Mr, William Buchanan’s, the 22d, December, S774: + 


Present: Samuel Purvinnoo, Chairman, Georgo Woslsay; Righard 
Moalo, John Donvor, William Spoary Joramiah T. Chiago, ohn 
Smith, John Boyd, Isaaa Vanbibbory Uoroules Courtonay, Tbanc 
Grist, Goorgo Lindenberger, William: Buchanan, Erangis, Syndex- 
son, Jamos Calhoun, Willian Livxz pro’Clork, =~ 


Captain Archibald Graham, of the Snow Potomack, 
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‘appetired: before: the Committee; ond, roported his cargo of 
eight boxes-and: four enses of Irish Lingns, which belong to 
gentlemen in Philadelphe By hes 
<oPhey are directed to be delivered to the cate-of Messrs. 
we Grist and: Isaac. Vanbibber, to. be stored, until orders 
received from. PAiladelphia respecting them. - Also,.one 
‘box.of Linens, belonging to the Captain, which is to be 
delivered’ Mis Calkoun-and Mr, Chase, to be sold. 
“The Gommities: hereby appoint any Magistrate of the 
Cojnmittes, to take.the deposition of any Captain of a Ves- 
gel arriving in this port in ballast. But when any Vessel 
omay' arrive that has goods in, then the Captain to apply to 
‘the Committee.” ; ; is 
Captain Grahan-also reported to the Committee, a par- 
of Teas, shipped on board his vessel at Port L’ Orient, 
n-ltvance; being the property of Messrs. Arthur and Hil- 



























Willson; ol Philadelphia, and the said Archibald Graham, 
Teas; by. permission of the-Committee,.are’ stored 


: (One hundred. and soventy-six 
s sixteen quarte?-chests.) : 
“A meeting of. the Coimmittee’ of Baltimore, at Mr, 
“Willian Buchanan’s,.December 26,1774: 
" Prosont + Sainael Parvianco, Chairman, William Spoar, Geargo Wool. 
ny; Janes Calhoun, Isaac Grist, Philip Rogers, John Morryman, 
Re Donyor; Isanc’ Vanbibber, William Buchanan, Nicholas Jonos, 
olin: Boyd, Clork, ; 
MivCalkoins was appointed Treasurer to this Cominit- 
-receivorall -Monoys arising from: the sales of goods 
d of by:the: direction of tho Conimitted; and the 
surer is. desired ta: procure.a book for that purpose. 
plain Woolsey, who, with. Mrs Courtenay, was ap- 
“pointed to dispose of the Jrish Bagging belonging to Cap- 
Anin. Johnston; reports that the same is done, and the pro- 
"fits, or'the Poor of Baston, amounts to twenty-six Shillings 
and:two Pence, which is. ordered to be delivered into the 
“hands of the."Tyeasurer,... : 


Messrs, Calhown.tnd Chase report, that the: packages of 


Linens, &o., ordered to he sold-by thein at publick vendue,. 






















necordinglysdld:on Saturday last; abd the : profits 
eng ie Boor of Boston, from: said sales, amounts to 
*gunds; currency; which is ordered to be delivered into 
he-hands of the Lreasurer, 
Ordered,:That an:extraet ‘of the Minutes:of this Com-~ 
mittee, ¢onoarning their Resolution, in. tho sale of Salt,-be 
inde‘publick and the regilation: agreed upon with regard 
inlicle, in’ the case of. Captain: Pierce, be made 
to.that gentleman, oF to his:owners. eo 
mmities, adjourned to four o’olock, this ‘afternoon. 
@ inet: agreenble to Adjournment, « 
1 Purvianeo, Chaiimun,: Hercules Courtonay, Jamad 
(gang Grist, John’ Sulth, William Buchanan, William 
ymin; ‘Tohn, Doayor; John: Boyd, Clork; cathe SS 
Saptaid Aimos Grandy; df:the Schooner Stisannah, from 
Marblehead, appeared Welora-the Conimittee, and declared, 




















only. 2: 





ag banded into the Committee: fiom’ Mr. 
j Containing some queries relative to. goods 
Jomnmittee. SES ge 





the “Lown, for: their 
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“Gam Bryan,-of Dublin, Messrs. John Pringle and Joseph, 


. true list of goods iniported in the Ship Stns, .to 


-Affiymed that his letters and ordors for the said good 


his cargo consisted-of Rum, Oil; Calais Salt, - 


‘a8 it appeats to the’ Committee that. they were :reship 
oby their correspondentsin consequence: of -ordersagen 
; fore: the fitst of June, the. first. cargoes having 
~ their passage to. America;.ant ( 

aipped: by thesé:gentlem 












Thursday next, which is first’ ‘9 


1608, 
the: foot-of tho-invoice ; butif nat, then =the .goods:-nve.to 
be. opened, and-sold in: lots Paar Bere ae 
“othe first. case, Messrs,.Hereiles. Courtenay and John 
Merrynan. are appointed:to'snperintend: tho: sales} ine the 
last case, a venduemnster is to: beesinployed..”..° : 














The Clerk is-directed! to. publish, in’ Handbills-andinha | 
Maryland Journal, Extracts from.tho, Proceedings ‘of the 
Committse-which relate to Salt, and, Masters of Vessols ar 
riving at the Port of Baltimore ; and the ‘Eroasurds; upoa,” 
application to him, is ordered to. pay tho expeises atiends 
ing such publication. rae Etats 

Committee adjourned: to Wednesday evening next... 

; Cheah 


Committee met by special appointment, December 27; 
1774: 2 tapes 
Prosont: Samuol Purvianoo, Chairman, Richard Monto, Goorga Wool! 
soy, John Monlo, Williom Buchanan, James Calhoun, dToveulus 
Courtenay, John Morryinan, Joba Sinith, Androw Buelatinnr, "Wik. 
Hom Spear, John Boyd, Clerk,” ‘ae EARN 
Captain Hocker appeared before the Cominittes; and, 
produced. an invoice of goods imporied in the: ShipaSins, 
marked and numbered .as. follows, whicli, ho-says, ‘are’ to, 
be landed at Baltimore, via: Pete dah a = 
LS. S., 4 packages, John Smith & Sons, 
W.N,, 4 ditto, Willdim Neill ee 
L. By.L vunk, William Lux and Bowley 
B. C., 28. packages, Clement Brooke: § Co. 
1 pair of ballows-pipes,. 12 grindstones, ‘dilto.’ 
Zo Me A packages; ditto. 0 0 ee 
» BL Gi, A dito, Brown & Cornthwatt. 
oT, Ay 9 packages, Jonathan Lludsons 
1 to 64 coils, ditto. : 
3 anchors, ditto. 
H1., 24 bars lead, — 
- Lhalf-chest. of oil, 
~ 10 kegs of gunpowder, ae 
6 casks and’1 box of merchandise, p 
8. B., 1 case, for Jacob’ Manwaring. 
oA, Bee O., Nowy abile for. John B, 
Oshornbe 6 
WB. No, 1) a bale: for: Wilddan 
IC, Now 70, casks; Jeanes Christie.” 
I. C., No. 10, bales, ditto: er oe ‘ 
Captain Hocker declared,,on. oath, that the: above 

























At Baltimore, and that. he iraportgd no Tea for sala 
Mr. Jonathan Hudson, to whom. some.of the ° 
goods. is addressed, appeared bofore the Commitica 


sent off-fiom: Baltimore before the first of Jwie last : 
“he ‘said. goods ere ordered ‘to: bo’ sald} whielt waa 
accordingly: dono, and five: Pounds raised upon thai-fer the *. 
use of the Poor. of Boston, which was ordered to ‘be “paid : 
into the hands-of the Treasurar, 90 6 
Resolved, That tlie: goods:imported. in, the Sims, Cap: 
tain Hocker, addressed “to: Messrs. John, Smithy YS 
Law wd Bowley, wid William: Neill, shall: bo. s0t-y 
‘alliok vendue, at first cost. and “charges, and:soli 
highest ‘bidder, :: Pe I Oe ess 
‘The Committee are of opinion; that the conduct 
gentlemen, in iniporting ‘these: goods, is ‘unexcepti 




























assis: Philip: Ros 
pointed to.sell tho gba 







Chest of Medicin 
ah apa Catmichaal,.ad 
ridon; of Vienna, is now.in his: 
know what must:be-done wit! 
d to.send” the! Chest: to. i 
the. Doctor live: 
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John Morryman, Goorga Woolsey, Nicholas Jonos, Mark Alexan- 

dor, William Sux, Jolin Boyd, Clork, 

The case 8. B., Jacgh Manwaring,. imported in the 
Ship Sims, Captain focker, was ordered to be delivered to 
Mr, Lopez Fernandez, who engages to store and keep it 
safo ll further orders frm the Committee. 


Ms. James Christic'appenred before the Committee, and 
faid before them Invoices of certain Goods arrived in the 
Sims, Guptain Llias Hocker, since tho first day of Decem- 
ber. 

After debating the matter, it was determined, that said 
Goads should be sold, under the direction of the Commit- 
teo, at publick vendue, by the cargo, provided they can be 
sold for*not less than two per cent, advance on the foot of 
the Invoice; byt if they cannot be sold for such advance, 
then they are to be opened, and sold in lots to the highest 
bidder, 

"In the rst method of seiling, Messrs. Join Merryman 
and George Woolsey are appointed to superintend the 
sales; in the latter, awenduemaster is to be employed, 

Mr, Cornthwait \nid before the Committee Invoices of 
Goods imported in the Ship Sims, Captain Hocker, and 
solemnly aflirmed that these Goods were ordered by him 
before the first day of June last, 

Tho Committee ordered that those Goods should he sold 
at publick vendue, by tho cargo, for what they will fetch 
above the first cost and charges, 

Messrs, Mark Alexander and James Calhoun ave ap- 
pointed to sall the same, 

My. William Smith veports, that be expects a case of 
Merchandise from “Liverpool, by way of Philadelphia, 
which had heen ordered before the first day of June. 

- It is Ordered, That it be sold by publick vendue in the 
#aine manner, and by the same persons, who are appoirited 
to'sell. the Goods of Messrs, John Smith & Sons, Lum and 


: Bowley, and FKiltiam Neti, : 


4n pursuance of publick notice given for that purpose, 


a number of Freeholders, and of the Committce of Bulti- 


~ more County, met at the Court-Houso, on Lhursday, the 


Q9th of December, 1774, Andrew Buchanan, Wsq., in the 
Chitir; John Boyd, Clerk. a * 
On motion, Grdered, ‘That the Proceedings of the ‘late 
Provingial Convention be read ; which svas- done acwarding= 
ly, and ‘unanimously approved: of, abe 

On. mation; Resolved} That the Thanks of this meeting 
he given to the gentlemen who represented this County at 





' the late Provincial Convention, for the faithful discharge of 


their trust; which was done accordingly, from the Chair. 


On motion, Resolved, That it be recommended to the 
gentlemen of the Committee of cach Hundred in this 
County, tinmediately to advertise the Inhabitants to meet 
on.a certain day, as soon as-possible, in their respective 
Hundreds, ‘in order ‘that they may: adopt some plan of 
forming themselves into. Companies, and choosing their 
Officers, and prepare to perfect themselves in the military 
exeivise, agreeable to the recommendation of the late Pro- 


“vinoial Convention." 


forendons."". 


Resolved, ‘As the opinion of this meeting, that they ° 


ought not to enter upon ‘the: business. that was principally 
designed to have been transacted this day, inasmuch as the 
County: does not appear:to be dufiolently represented, 

This meeting is, therefore, adjourned: to Monday, the 


16th of Janary next, and the Freeholdeis of this County, | 


particilarly the gentlemen of the Cotamittee, are earnestly 
requested to -be pungjual in their attendance. on that day, 
at the Couit-House, ‘in Baltimore Town, at eleven’ o’elock, 


2s Joun Boyn, Clerk of Committee. 


: * 


At a special meeting of the Committee, at Mr. William 
Buchanin’s, Devember.30,-1174 cer : 
Piosont.« Semual’ Purvianéo, Chairman, jain Smith, William Bu. 

« ghonan; William Spanr, J ohn Morrynian, Philip Rogers, John Moalo, 

John Boyd, Clerks, John Smith. i Soo EA TE ae 


Captain. Barlede, of the Schooner Adienture, frory Cape 












of 


“Nicolamole; appeared before the Committee, and declared, 


"Coffe, not the production of the British Islands, and that 
oe, 107 


Si oath, that bis cargo consisted of Molasses, Sugars, and: 


; ° 
Fourrn Series. —Vot. rv. 
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be has not imported any goods of British manufacture for 
sale. P : 

“Mr, James Jaffray produced an Invoice to the Commit 
teo of the Goods imported in the Sims, Captain C. Hocker, 
marked J, J., which were shipped to order, and they appear 
to be his property. They are, therefore, ordered to'be 
sold at publick vendue, by the cargo, his orders for said 
Goods appearing to have been wrote before the first day 
of June last. , 

Messrs. Calhoun and Zichelberger are appointed to sell 
these Goods, 

Mr. Mitchell, owner of the cargo of Salt on board the 
Dick, Captain Pierce, appeared in Committee, and, desired 
that said Salt might be sold at publick yendue, agreeuble 
toa former Resolution of this Commitiee in such case pro- 
vided. : 

It is, therefore, Ordered, That it be sold on Saturday, 
the 31st instant, at eleven o’clock, forenoon, in lots of five 
hundred bushels, to the highest bidder; and it is directed 
that the Salt be put up at two Shillings and « Penny per 
bushel. 

Messrs. William Sinith and John Merryman are ap- 
pointed to superintend the sale of this Salt. : 


Captain Thomas Hutchison, of the Ship Richmond, from 
Liverpool, appeared before the Committee, and produced 
Invoices and Bills of Lading consisting of twelve’ barrels 
white Herring, fifieen tons of Coals, and fiye thousand five 
hundved and twenty bushels of Salt, consigned to Askbur- 
ner & Place, and five crates of Harthen and Glass- Ware, 
his own private adventure; and made oath that this was.a 
true account of his cargo, 

The consignment was sold for first cost and chargas, to 
the Cansignees, and the Captain agrecs to allow twa :per 
cent, on lis adventure, for the Poor of Boston, 

Ata meeting of the Committes, at Mr. Buchanan’s, on 
January 2, (175: : ns 
Present: Androw Buchanan, Chiattman pro tempore, William: Buches 

nan, Robert Alexander, William Spoar, John Moalo, Hereulos Cour. 

tonny, James Calhoun, Banjara Griffith, Goorgo Lindenborger, J ohn 

Morryman, William Lux, John Doavor, John Boyd, Clerk, 

Messrs. Aferryman and Smith report, that agreeable to 
their instructions, they had put up to publick sole the Salt 
on board Captain Pierce, in lots of five hundred bushels, 
at two Shillings and a Penny per bushel, and nothing more 
was bid ; it is, therefore, given up to the owner at first cost 
and charges, . i 

Mr. Calhoun handed 'in to the Committee the following 
Certificate, viz: : set y 

“These are to certify, that the Schooner Ninety- Two, of 
which Lemuel Cravath and Cumberland Duganare owners, 
and myself master of said schooner, hath the: following 
catgo on board, shipped in her at Salem, via: Ten thou- 
sand and ninety-one gallons New-England Rum, in hoga- 
heads, tierces, and barrels, five barrels of Oil, thirty dozen 
of Seal-skins, one Chaise, and eight dozen Pails, - : 

“Naruanien Cook. 

¢ . ' a 

Sworn before me: “Janne CaLuovn. 

* Baltimore, January 2, 1775." ‘ 

Captain Martin, of the Sloop'Polly, from St. Kitts, ap- 
peared before the Committee, and declared, aq oath, that, 
his.cargo consisted .of forty-four hogshends of Rum only; 
having no British. Goods nor India ‘Tea ovggoard for sale. - 

Captain John Richards, of the Ship. Aywperar of Ger- 
many, from Bristol, appeared -before. the Committee,‘and 
declared, ‘on: oath, the following: to he.a true Mavifest of 
“hig: cargo, viz Four: thousand eight hundred bushels. of 





bottle Liquor, six hundred weight small Shot, one thousand 


‘weight Cheese, 


"The Salt was ordered to.be sold for first cost and charges, 
which was accordingly:done, The other articles we 
to Doctor John Stevenson, at two per cent. advange 

ause of the Boston Poor. . : 









At a special andeting of the © 
nan’s, on January 6, 1775: 
ant; Samuel Purvianes, Chi 


John Smith, Willian 
John Denver, Ge 
















fin, J 
ith; Wiliam Bachanan;: 


'M 
denbergor, Joha Boyd, Clerk... : 


“yyiman, 
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Captain Connory, of the Brig Molly, from Lull, appeared 
before the Committee, and reported jis cargo, on oath, 
which was fifteen pipes of Port Wine, three bales of Can- 
vass, Sails, Anchors, and Rigging of various kinds, having 
no other British Goods for sale. 

These Goods, except the Wine, were put up to sale at 
first cost and charges, and five Pounds having been bid on 
the cargo by Doctor John Stevenson, they were sold to him 
for the same, Tho Wine was, also, sold to the Doctor, at 
ten Shillings advance on the whole quantity. 


Committee met at Mr. Buchanan’s, Monday, January 
9, 1775; 


Prosont: William Smith, Vico-Chairman, Andrew Buchanun, John 
Smith, William Lux, William Buchanan, Robort Alexandet, Richard 
Moale, Bonjamin Grifith, John Merryman, James Cathoun, Mark 
Alexander, John Deaver, John Boyd, Clork, 


Captain James Burrow, of the Ship Nancy, from Bris- 
tol, appeared before the Committee, and declared, on oath, 
the following to be a true Manilest of his cargo, viz: Seven 
thousand five hundred and forty-six bushels English white 
Salt, consigned to Doctor John Stevenson ; and his own pri- 
vate adventure, consisting of nine hundred weight of Cheese, 
and twenty-one pieces of Irish Linens, 

The Captain’s Linens were sold to himself at two per 
cent. advance on first cost and charges, and the Cheese 
was delivered to him at fist cost and charges, nothing more 
having been offered for thein, The Sult was, also, sold to 
Doetor John Stevenson, for frst cost and charges. 

Mr. Marke Alewander reports, that he sold John Corn- 
thwai’s Goods, imported in the Sims, at publick vendue, 
for first cost and charges. 

Mr, D, Stewart produced an Invoice of certain Goods im- 
ported in the Ship Potomack, now in possession af Messis. 
fsaae Vanbibber and Isane Grist, and offering one per 
cent, advance on the Invoice. They were sold to him for 
the same, and ordered to be delivered to him. 


Ata special meeting of the Commitice, on January 12, 
1775: 


Prosont: Samucl Parvinnes, Chairman, John Smith, Robert Aloxan- 
dor, Jumes Cathoun, William Buchanan, William Spear, John 
Boyd, Clerk. Hi 
Captain Peter Faneuil Jones, of the Schooner Sally, from 

Marblehead, appeared before the Committee, and declared, 

on oath, that his cargo consisted of three hundred and fifty 

hogsheads of coarse Salt, and fifty-five barrels of Mackerel, 
only. 

Captain James Baxter, of the Ship Prosper, from Bris- 
tol, appeared before the Committee, and declared, on outh, 
that six thonsand five hundred bushels of Sult were his 
cargo, together with ten baskets of Cheese, six easks of 
Beer, and two casks of Cider, being his own adveuture, 

The Salt was sold to Dactor John Stevenson at frst cost 
and charges, and the other Goods to the Captain for ten 
Shillings advance on the whole. 


Mr. Calhoun reports, that he has sold at publick ven- 
due, agreeable to direction of Committee, the Goods of 
Mr. James Jeffries, and received five Shillings on the same, 
for the use of the Boston Poor, 


Mr. Joba Merryman and Captain George Woolsey re~ 
jo that they had set up to sale the Goods of Mr, Mil- 
‘iam Neill, regied the 26th December last, and the Goods 
of Mr, James @fristie, reported the 28th December. That 
the Goods imported trom Liverpool, by way of Philadel 
phia, were sold to Mr. Neill at two per cent, advance, 
amounting to thirty-eight Pounds two Pence, currency ; 
and the Goods in the Sims, Captain Hocker, were sold to 
Mr. James Christie at two per cent. advance, amounting to 
thirty-four Pounds ten Shillings and eight Pence, currency. 

Committee met, Monday, January 16, 1775: 


Prosonts Samuel Purvianes, John Smith, Shontas Harrison, Robort 
Aloxatfior, Andraw Buchanan, William’ Spoar, William Bushauar, 


Richard Mole, George Lindenborgor, Mark Al ef 
Woolsey, John Boyd, Shark. ‘gor, Maz! lexander, Georga 


Captain Woolsey laid before the Committee an Invoice 
of certain Goods imported in the Ship Potomack, Captain 
Graham, addressed to John Pringle, of Philadelphia, and 
now in the possession of Messrs. sae Vanbibber and Isac 
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Grist, agrecable to the direction of the Committee at a 
former meeting, and oflering ono per ceut. on the Inyoice 
of saitt Goods, they"were sold to kim for the same, amount- 
ing to six Pounds six Shitlings, Trish, which he is desived 
to pay into the hands of the ‘reagurer. 

Ata meeting of the Inhabitants of Baltimore Gounty, 
qualified to voto for Representatives, at the Court-Louso, 
in Balttmare Town, on Monday, the 16th day of January, 
1775: Captain Charles Ridgely, Chairman; Jeremiah 
Townley Chase, Clerk. 

The Proceedings of the late Provincial Convention were 
yead, considered, and unanimously approved of. 4 


Resolved, wanimously, That every Member of this 
meeting will, and that every person in this’ County ought, 
strictly and inviolably to observe and execute the Resolu- 
tions and reconimendations of the Provincial Convantion. 


Unanimously Resolved, Vhat Captain Charles Ridgely, 
Thomas Cockey Dye, Walter Volley, Jr., Charles Ridgely, 
Son of John, Robert Alewander, Samuel Purviance, Ben- 
jamin Nicholson, Darby Luv, Jeremiah Townley Chase, 
George Risteau, Thamas Harrison, John Moale, Andrew 
Buchanan, William Tua, and Sanuel Worthington, be 
Delegates to represent this County in the next Provincial 
Convention; and that they, or any of them shall attend, 
have full and ample power to consent and agree to all men- 
sures that tho said Provincial Congress moy deem neecs~ 
sary and expedient to obtain redress of Amerteun grie- 
vances. 


Resolved, That the following gentlemen be added to tho 
Coinmitiee of Observation appointed on the 12th of No- 
vember Inst: 

Tunpnips, 


Pararsco, Lownn: Charles Rogers, John Glorsuch, Wil- 
liam MeCubbin, William Wilkinson, Thomas Todi, 
Pararsco, Uprer: James Crowall, John Ellicot} Edward 
Norwood. « 
Bacx-River, Urren: John Cockey, Edward Talbot, 
Joshua Stevenson, Edward Cockey, Ezelicl Towson. 
Minpue-River, Urrrr: Benjamin Rogers, Robert Cun 
mings, Benjamin Buck, Joshua Hall, Gist Vaughan, 

Beramin Picrpeie. ° ® 

Bacx-Riven, Lowen: George Mathews, John Buch, 

Minpee-River, Lowen: Moses Galloway, George Gold- 
smith Preshury, Abraham Britton, Nicholas Britton. 

Sonviens’ Device: Lhomas Cradock, Charles Walker, 
the Owings, Jun., Christopher Randall, Benjamin 

ells, 
en Jacob Myers, Richard Cromwoll, Thomas 
Rutter, 

Devawann: Christopher Owings, Benjamin Lawrence, 
Nicholas Dorsey, Jun, 

Nonru: John Hall, Stephen Gill, Jun. 

Pire-Crenk; John Showers, George Mvcrhart. 

Gunpownrn, Urrrn: Samuel Young, Jesse Dussdli Tho- 
mas Glassaway Howard, Janes Bosley, William Crom- 
well, Zaccheus Barret Onion. 

Mine-Ron: Edmund Stansbury, John Stevenson, Daniel 
ae William Stade, Jun., Joseph Sutton, John Stew- 
ard, 

Baurtuone Town: James Sterrett, Charles Ridgely, Jun., 
William Goodwin, Doctor Charles Wiesenthal, Lhanas 
Ewing. a 
Resolved, That Subscriptions be openeddn each Hun- 

dred, under the diection of the Committee, and that the 

same be paid into the hands of a Treasurer, to be appointed 
by the Contributors in each Hundred, and to be laid out 
agreeable to the Resolve of the Provincial Convention. 


Resolved, That the name of avery person who shall, 
upon porsonal epplication made to him by the Committee, 
or any person under their appointment, rofuse or decline 
to subscribe or contribute for the purchase ofeArms and 
Ammunition, be taken down, and laid before the Commit- 
tee at its next meeting after such refugal, together with the 
reasons of such refusal. n 

Resolved, That the forining of the Inhabitants of this 
County into Companies, and their using their utmost endea- 
vours to make’themselves masters of the military exercise, 
and their resisting with force every illegal attempt upon 


2 
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their liberty and property, is not repugnant to the oaths of 
allegiance. : % 

Resolved, unanimously, That Subscriptions be opened 
in each Hundred in this County, under the directions of 
the Committce of the respective Hundreds, for raising con- 
tributions to supply the necessities and alleviate the dis- 
tresses of our oppressed brethren of Boston. 

Resolved, That (Villiam Goodwin, Richard Moale, Wil- 
Lam Buchanan, and William Luz, be, and are hereby em- 
powered ta purchase three thousand pounds of Powder, 
and twelve thousand pounds of Lead, on the credit of the 
subscriptions for the use of this County, 


Resotved, That the Committee meet at the Court-House, 
on Wednesday, the 8h of February next, to produce their 
several Subscriptions, 

Ordered, That these Proceedings be published in the 
Maryland Gazette, the Baltimore Journal, and in Uund- 
bills, to be circulated Unough the County. 


Signed per order: > 
ened | Jenemtan T. Curasn, Clerk. 


Ata meeting of the Committee of Observation appointed 
for Baltimore County, at the Court-House, in Baltimore 
Town, on Tuesday, the 17th of January, 1775; 


Prosont: Captuin Charles Ridgoly, in the Chair, Joromiah Townley 
Chase, Clork, Samuel Puryanco, John Mouto, ‘Phomug Harrison, 
"Thomas Sollers, Androw Buchanan, Robert Alexander, John Mor- 
cor, William Smith, Nicholas Jones, Iswe Grist, Mark Aloxandor, 
William Randall, Gorrard Hopkins, Philip Rogers, Divon Stansbury, 
Jun, ‘Phomns Johnston, Benjamin Grillith, Charles Ridgely, Son of 
John, John Cradock, Waltor ‘Lolloy, Jan., Jamos Calhoun, Bonja- 
min Nicholson, John Doavor, Loctor John Boyd, George Lindon. 
berger Durby Lux, Wiliam Worthington, Willem Wilkinson, Jesse 
Buasey, Daniol Shaw, Jamos Gittings, Burnet Bicholbergor, Lersu. 
Jes Couitonay, Mordocai Gist, Job Gurrotson, James Croxull, Juin 
Cockoy, Bzekiol lowson, Goorgo Muthows, Thomas Cindook, Ri- 
ehard Cromwall, Thoiuas Rutter, Jamos Bosley, William Cromwell, 
Dootor Charles EF. Wiesonthall, ‘homas Ewing, William Lux, Ri. 
chard Moalo, Archibald Buchanan, Willian Spear, John Smith, 
George Woolsey, David MeMochen, Mayborry Holms, and Nathan 
Qromwell, 

Information being mado to the Committee by Mr, Boa~ 
Jamin Nicholson, that tho Reverend Mr. William Edmis- 
ton had publickly asserted, tht all persons who mustered 
were guilty of eason, and that such of them as had taken 
the oath of allegiance, and took up arms, wero guilty of 
perjury; and that the suid /Pilliam Hdmiston had approved 
publickly of the Quebeck Bill; the Committee were of 
opinion that such declarations have a tendeney to defeat 
the measures recommended for the preservation of America 
and her liberties, and that it is their duty to take notice of 
persoas guilty of such offences. : 

Whereupon, Resolved, unanimously, That this Commit- 
tee will meet at two o'clock, P. M., and that the Reverend 
Mr. Admiston have notice to attend, 

A copy of the charge was made out by the Clerk, and 
enclosed to Mr. Zdmiston, with notice to attend, 


The Committee met according to adjournment, Zves- 
day, two o’elack, P. M. 

Present, the same Mombers as were in the forenoon. 

The Reverend Mr, Edmiston attended, agreeable to the 
notice given him, and requesting an indulgence of two 
hours to prepare his Answer, the same was unanimously 
granted. 

The Reverend Mr. Edmiston appeared, and delivered 
to the Chairman his Answer in writing, as follows: 

A fter maturely considering the charges exhibited against 
me before the Committee, J observe, in answer to them, 
that as mankind freqfently differ in sentiment, and as no 
questions ave agitated with greater waimth and inteinperate 
zeal than those in politicks, so expressions are often used, 
and sometimes hastily adopted, at such times, which, in the 
cool moments of reflection, men would omit or disavow. 

That L spoke the words mentioned in the charge, is true ; 
that they Were spoken in warmth, is equally certain, With 
respect to that part of the charge containing an accusation of 
perjury and treason» upon those who had taken the oaths 
torthe Government, | would beg leave to explain myself. 
What 1 meant had a reference to the political opinions 
which prevail, and was founded conditionally ; that is, 
they who do not apprehend a departure, on the side of Go- 
vernment, from fundamental express stipulations, could not, 
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consistently with their oaths, arm or prepare for war; but 
I did not, and do not mean, to charge any person with per- 
jury or treason, who really thinks that his rights are, or 
may be so far invaded, as to justify resistance. As my politi- 
cal sentiments are different fron) what most people think, 
at‘this time, concerning these matteis, particularly as they 
are disagrecable to the gentlemen of the County, and may, 
contrary to my intention, have the unhappy tendency of 
spreading confusion among the inhabitants of my Parish, [ 
soleninly promise to avoid giving any just cause of offence, 
by propagating, hereafter, any opinion opposite to the de- 
cisions of the Continental Congress or Provincial Conven- 
tion. And, upon the most serious reflection, | disapprove 
of the Quedeck Bill, as it establishes the Roman Catholick 
religion in the Province of Quebeck, abolishes the equitable 
system of English laws, and erects a tyranny there, to the 
great danger (from so total a dissimilarity of religion, law, 
and Goveinment) of the neighbouring British Colonies, 
by the assistance of whose blood and treasure the said coun- 
try was conquered. 

“T tenderly love my country. I wish for her prosperity, 
and devoutly pray that the present contest may terminate 
to her advantage. And I sincerely hope that brotherly love 
will bury in oblivion all animosity betwweea me and my pa- 
rishioners, with whom to live in harmony and peace, is my 
warmest wish. 


“January 17, 1775," 


The above being read, and considered, was acecpted, 
Ordered, That tho same be published. 


On motion, Ordered, That James Dalgleish be required 
to attend this Committco to answer a complaint made 
against him for saying, that the King ought to be damned 
if he repealed the Jate oppressive Acts respecting America, 
and that the said Abts were equitable. 

Ordered, That George Lux deliver said notice accord- 
ing to the above notice. 


“ Winnian Epaisron, 


Ata mecting of the Cominittee of Observation for Bal- 
timore County, on Monday, the 23d January, 1775: 
Present: Samuel Purvianec, in the Chair, Joremiah Townloy Chogo, 

Cloak, Androw Buchanan, Robort Alexander, Willian Smith, Doctor 

John Boyd, James Calhoun, John Morryman, Jun, William Spoar, 

Teane Grist, Mark Aloxander, Geaigo Lindenborgor, William Bu. 

chanan, John Smith, Benjawm Griffith, John Douver, Barnat El. 

chelborgor, 

Resolved, {t is the opinion of the Committee of Obser- 
vation for this County, that on the sale of any Goods im- 
ported contrary to the Association of the Continental Con- 
gress, no Receipt ought to be given for the money raised 
for the relief of the Poor of Boston, and the snine ought to 
be paid into the hands of the Treasurer. 

Ordered, That Mr. James Christée and Mv. Neil have 


notice of this Resolve, 


Ordered, That the Committee of each [fundred hand 
about a Subscription Paper to raise Money for the purchase 
of Arms and Ammunition, collect the same, and pay it into 
the hands of the Treasurer. 

Resolved, That the Money arising from the Subscription 
in the several Hundreds in Baltimore Town, be laid out in 
the purchase of Arms and Ammunition ; and that the same 
be lodged in a Magazine or Repository, and there kept 
until the exigence of our affairs shall make it Mecessary to 
deliver them out for actual service. 

Mr. Andrew Buchanan is appointed TiPeurer for Bat- 
more Town, to receive the Moneys that may be raised for 
purchasing Arms and Ammunition. 

Ata mecting of the Committee of Observation for Bai- 
timore County, on Monday, the 80th January, 1775: 


Prosent: Samuel Purvinnce, in tho Chair, Jorominh Townley Chaao, 
Clerk, William Buchanan, John Smith, Wilham Sponr, Robort Alox- 
ander, Mark Aloxandor, James Calhoun, Richard Monle, Willinn 
Smith, Francis Sanderson, 


Mr, Merryman, who furnished Mr. Neill and Mr. Chris- 
die with the Resolve of the Committce respecting receipts 
on the sale of Goods, passed at tho last meeting, reports, 
that Mr. Neill will pay the money as required, but that Mr, 
Christie vefuses to pay without a receipt is given, or a copy 
of the Proceedings relative to that matter. 

Whereupon, the Chairman was desired to write and 
send the following Letter to Mr, Christie: : 
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‘ January 30, 1775, 
Sun: Mr. Merryman having reported‘to the Committee, 
that you refuse to pay the two per cent. advance which you 
agreed to give on your goods, without having a copy of the 
minute of our proceedings on that subject certified and de- 
livered to you, or a receipt, } am directed to inform you, 
that, a3 soon as the money is paid, you shall have a certi- 
fied copy of their proceedings, { am further directed to 
inform you, that they are sorry to have reason of complaint 
that you should discover so much inclination to recede from 
a measure which you agreed to with so much seeming sa- 
tisfaction, and that they hope you will not oblige them to 
take such steps in the discharge of their trust from the pub- 
lick as may, in theiv consequence, prove injurious or dis- 

agreeable to you. 
: Samuue Purviance, Jun., Chairman. 


To Mr. James Christie, 


After which the meeting was adjourned to three o’clock, 
P.M. 


Committee met at three o’clock, P. M. 


Mr. James Christie paid into the Commiitee the sum 
of thirty-four Pounds ten Shillings and eight Pence, the 
two per cent. advance on the sales of the Goods in the 
Sims, Captain Hocker, which was, by the Treasurer, cre- 
dited to the account of the Poor of Boston, agreeable to 
the Resolve of the Continental Congress. 


A certified copy of the Proceedings relative to Mr. 
Christie's Goods, was made out and enclosed to him, 
signed by the Clerk. 


Mr. Chase being absent, Robert Alewander was ap- 
pointed Clerk for this meeting. 

Resolved, ‘That an Association against the killing of 
Mutton be drawn up, agreeable to the Resolve of the Pro- 
vincial Convention, and that the same be delivered to the 
Clerk of the Market, that the same may be by him pre- 
sented to the different Butchers to be signed. 

Rozerr Avexanpen, Cleri, 


Ata meeting of the Committee of Observation for Bal- 
timore County, on Thursday, the 2d February, 1775: 
Presont: Samuol Puryinnoe, Chairman, Jerominh Townley Chaso, 

Clerk, John Boyd, John Smith, Robert Alexander, William Bucha- 

nan, James Cullioun, David MoMechon, Willium Spour, Isnac Grist, 

John Cradock, 

Captain Jokn Watson, of the Ship Britannia, from Glas- 
gow, uppeared, and reported, on oath, that he hath import- 
ed in said ship the following Goods, viz: Two bales, two 
casks, and one package, marked J. T’., Nos. 1, 2, 8, 4, 
5, for Mr, John Tennant, of Nanticoke, and consigned to 
Capt, MeGahen ; also, two bales, two boxes, and one small 
bundle, marked J. J., Nos. 27, 28, 29, 30, 82, belonging 
to Mr. James Jeffries ; and five puncheons of Rum, marked 
G. P., Nos. 2, 8, 4, 5, 6, and two casks of Fish, marked 
M. T., Nos. 1 and 2, addressed to Mr. Zhomas Ewing. 

Capt. Thomas Moore, of the Brig Fortune, from Jamai- 
ea, appeared, and reported, on oath, that le bas imported 
in said vessel, forty hogsheads of Molasses, five barrels of 
Coffee, three hundred Hides, and five bags of Cotton. 


™ 

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation, on Lri- 

day, the 3d o sebruary, 1775: 
a 
Present; Samuel Purvianco, Chairman, Androw Buchanan, Isaac Griaty 

Richard Moale, Thomas Ewing, Hercules Courtonay, Archibald 

Buchanan, John Merryman, George Mathows, William Spour, John 

Smith, Willian Buchanan, Thomas Harrison, Jolin Boyd, Joremiah 

Pownley Chase, Robert Aloxander, William Smith, 

Captain Richard Jackson, of the Brig Sally- Van, from 
Jamtica, appeared, and reported, on oath, that his cargo 
consisted of one hundred and forty-four casks of Rum, seven 
hogsheads of Sugar, six bags of Cotton, and three hundred 
and one Hides. 


Captain Pildiam Knapp, of the Brig Woodbridge, from. 
Guadaloupe, appeared, and reported-his cargo, on oath, as 
follows, viz: T'wo hundred and seyenty-nine casks of Mo- 
lasses, two hogsheads and two barrels of Sugars. 

The Committee being satisfied that the Molasses and 
Coffee imported in Captain Moore, from Jamaica, were 
shipped in consequence of orders given before the Resolves 
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of the Continental Congress were known, the same were 
set up to sale, and ruck off at three Pounds seven Shit- 
lings and six Penco more than The first cost, which was 
paid by Mr. Ridley and Mr. Crockett, 

The Goods marked J. 'T., Nos 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, im- 
ported from Glasgow, in the Britannia, Captain Watson, 
belonging to John Tennant, were delivered to Aleaunder 
Cowan, with a Letier for the Commitice of Dorchester 
County concerning the said Goods, . 

The Goods marked J, J., imported in the said ship, 
being shipped in consequence of orders sent hy James Je) 
fries, belore the Ist of June last, the same were set up at 
first cost and charges, and ten Shillings being bid thereon, 
the same was struck aff to Mr, Je{/ries, who paid the same 
to the Treasurer. ‘ 

John Lhudson, master of the Ship Votness, from Liver- 
pool, appeared, and reported his cargo, on oath, as follows, 
viz: Pour thousand four hundred and seventy-six bushels 
of Salt, and filty crates of WarthernAVare. 

The said Goods were struck off to Mr, Place at first cost 
and charges. 

The Goods marked G.P., Nos. 2, 8,4, 5, and 6,and 
M. 'T., Nos. 1, 2, 8, and 4, iinported in the Ship Britta 
nia, Captain Hatson, from Glasgow, were struck off to 
Mr. Lhomas wing at first cost and charges, 

William Burke, owner of the Schooner Unity, from 
Santa Cruz, appeared, and reported the cargo of said 
schooner, on onth, as follows, via: Morty hogshends of Su- 
gar, a parcel of Coffee, and six cases of Gin, 


Ata meeting of the Committee of Baltimore County, 
February 8, 1775: 

Prosont; Sumuol Puryianca, Chairman, Benjamin Grifith, Jolin Dons 
vor, Isauc Grist, Jolin Morryman, William Buehnnan, Mark Atox. 
andor, Job Garretson. : 

Captain John Bracket, of the Sloop Grampus, from the 
West- Indies, appeared, and reported his cargo,, consisttag 
of thirty hogsheads Rum, and eight barrels of Sugar, and 
made oath, that he has not imported in said vessel any 
Dry Goods of British or Irish manufacture, nor any India 
Ten for sale. ¢ 

Captain Joseph Proctor, of the Schootier Dolphtn, from 
Marblehead, appeared, and ‘eported, ou oath, his cargo 
consisting of a parcel of conrse Salt only. 

e 


At a meeting of the Committee of Observation on Mon- 
day, E’cbruary 18, 1175; 

Presont: Samuel Purviance, Chairman, William Spoar, William Bue 
chanan, Jumos Storratt, Jamos Calhonn, Georgo Lindenborgor, Bou. 
jumin Griffith, John Boyd, Clark, 

The Committee having received a Letter from Joseph 
Reed, Esq,, Chairman of the Committee of PAtladelphia, 
informing tint certain Goods imported since the Ist of De- 
cember, by way of New-York, addressed to Mr, Janes 
Jeffries, of this Town, marked J, J., being soven casks, 
four bales, and one bundle, were forwarded by Mr, Zvwn- 
bull, of Philadelphia, to said dames Jaffrays, who camo 
before this Committee, and made it appear that the Goods 
wore ordered last spring, it was determined that they be 
set up to sale at first cost and charges, which being done, 
they were sold to Mr. Jeffries at ten Shillings advance on the 
first cost and charges, and the moucy paid into the hatds 
of the Treasurer, 

a 


see ‘ 


Ata meeting of the Committee, on Monday, the 20th, 
adjourned till Wednesday, February'28, L175: 


Presont : Samuel Purvinuee, Chairman, Jumes Sterrott, William Sponr, 
Goorgo Wooleoy, John Morryman, William Smith, John Smiqh. 


Captain Mason, of the Brig Nubby, from Salem, New- 
England, appeared, and reported, on oath, that he has im- 
ported in srid vessel about fifty casks of Rum, twenty casks 
of Molasses, and two casks of women’s Shoes of®dmerican 
manufacture ; and further nade oath that he imported no 
Tea for sale. ” 


Captain William Jones, of the Schooner Nancy, frdm 
Santa-Cruz, reports, on oath, that he has imported in said 
vessel seven casks of Sugar and twenty- four casks of Coffees 
and, further, that he hath not imported in said vessel any 
Jndia Tea or any Goods of British manufacture, for gale. - 
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_ Ata mecting of the Committee of Observation, at Bal- Adventure, from Barbaddes ; Captain Isaac Snow, of the 
timore, March 6, ante-meridiem: ~ Schooner Betsey, trom Santa Cruz; Captain John Clark, 
Present: William Smith, Depaty-Chairman, James Calhoun, Join of the Brig Baitinore, fron Barbadoes ; Captain Watson 

Smith, Guorgo Woolsey, Francis Sanderson, Mark Alexander, 


Mayberry Hulms, Job Gurretson, Gooige Linlonberger, Joremith 'T, 
Chaise, Andrew Buchanan, John Merryian, Willum Buchanan, 
Robert Aloxander, 


Crosby, of the Schooner Polly, from St, Zhemas, severally 
appeared, and reported their cargoes, and took and sub- 
scribed the Oath aforesaid, 


Captain Milliam Moat, of the Brig Sally, from Bristol, Captain Henry Ticker, of the Brig Henry-and- Joseph, 
appeased before the Commitee, and reported his cargo, on from Liverpool, addressed to Mr. George HWoolsey, ap- 
outh, cousisting of one hundred tons of Lritish Salt, and peared, and reported, on oath, his cargo, consisting of five 
twenty-four indented Servants, he Captain further re- thousand one hundred and thirty-thee bushels of British 
ports, that he took in his Salt before the 12th day of De~ Salt, six hall-crates of Earthen-Ware, and one hogshead of 
cember, and on or about that day he fell down the river Rum for ship’s stores; and, further, made oath that he fad 
with hig vessel to a place called Rowland-Furry, there to not broken bulk, or landed any part of his cargo since his 


take in his Servants ; that le continued there until the 23d, 
and sailed from King’s Road the 24th of December. 

Captain George Southward, of the Schooner Hope, from 
Salem, appeaced, and reported, on oath, his cargo, consist- 
ing of Rum, Coffee, and Chocolate. 


Captain Thorndike Deland, of the Schooner Sally, from 
Salem, appeared, and reported his cargo, on oath, consist- 
ing of New-England Rum. 


7 
Same day, post-ineridiem : 

Tresent; Andrew Buchanan, Chairman, Thomas Sollers, William Mc- 
Cubbin, Benyumin Nicholson, Darby Lux, Mdward Talbot, Edward 
‘Loweon, Job Garrotson, Jehu Buck, Benjamin Baek, Thomas Grist, 
San, Mayborry Holins, Moses Galluway, Sarnuvl Owings, Jun. Ris 
chard Cromwell, Thomus Rutter, dessu Bassey, Charles Ridgaly, Jan, 
William Goodwin, Archibald Buchunan, dunn Meiryinan, Richard 
Moule, Jorominh Townley Chasu, Wallinm Suith, James Calhoun, 
Benjamin Grifith, William Speur, Join Smith, Jahn Welsh, Geargo 
Woolsey, Hercules Courtenay, Isaue Grist, Thomas Hirrison, Samuel 
Purvianeo, Jun, Jolin Boyd, George Lindenborger, David MeMo. 
chen, Mordecai Grist, Philip Rogors, William Buchanan, Robort 
Alex uider, Francia Sanderson, James Gittings, 


On motion made by Doctor John Stevenson, to whom 
Captain Aloat’s vessel and cargo were addressed, that he 
wight hqve liberty from the Conmittce to land the suid cargo 
ol Sali, alleging it ought only to be considered as ballast, 
aitd was not intended to bo prohibited by the Association 
of the Continental Congress, the Committee took into con- 
sideration the state of the said Brig Sully, Captain William 
Moat, 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Sale imported in the 
said Brig be no? landed, 


a 


At a meeting of the Commitee of Inspection for Balti- 
more County, March 13, 1775: 


Prosont: Captain Charles Ridgoly, John Cradock, Darby Lux, John 
Mercer, Jub Garretsyn, George Risteau, Mayberry Deine, James 
Storratt, Charles Ridgely, Jun, William Buehanan, W)liam Good. 
win, Andrew Buehunan, William Lox, John Merryman, Samuel 
Paurvianoe, John Boyd, David McMechon, Mordecai Grist, Isaac 
Vaubibbur, John Smith, John Mole, Sumuol Owings, John Deaver, 
John Howard, Christophor Owings, Richard Moalo, Archibald Bu- 
olan, Wiklitin Smith, Janes Cathoan, Beujuain Griftith, Jerrod 
opkius, William Spoar, George Woolsey, Uorcules Courtenay, 
Javac Grist, Mark Aloxander, George Lindenbergor, ‘Uhomus Sodlois, 
William Wilkinson, Rohort Aluxander, Joshua Hall, Franciy Sane 
dorson, Charla Walker, Thomas wing, Nathun Cromwell, John 
Cookey, Doctor C. Woisonthall, Benjamin Morryman—48 Members, 


Captain Charles Ridgely, elected Chairman, and Robert 
Alewander, Secretary pro tempore, 

On motion, Ordered, That the Form of an Oath, to be 
taken by all Masters of Vessels, be drawn up. 

And the same being drawa up and approved, 

oOrdered, That the same be entered in the Minutes of 

the Proceedings, and that every Captain take and subscribe 
the sume. > 

* You, A. B., do make oath on the Holy Evangels of Al- 


arrival in this Province. 

Captain Joseph Woolsey, the consignee of the aforesaid 
vessel, made oath that he hath not, nor hath any person 
by his order, or with his privity or consent, unladen or 
taken out any part of the cargo imported in the said ves- 
sel, since her arrival. 

Signed: Grorce Wootsey. 

Sworn before : Hencutes Counrenay, 


Messrs. Mordecai Gist, Isaac Vanbibber, John Cradoch, 
John Howard, and Isaac Grist, are appointed to view the 
state of said Brig and Cargo, and report the same. 


Ordered, That notice be given to Doctor John Steven- 
son, that the Committee requests his attendance, with 
Captain William Mout, of the Brig Sally, at two o’clock, 
PM. 

Post-Merediem.—The gentlemen appointed to view the 
Brig Henry-and-Joseph, reported to the Committce that 
they viewed and examined the said vessel and the state of 
her cargo; that they found the hatches caulked down, and 
the Salt sunk about one Soot, with the marks of the beams 
thereon, and that they were of opinion that the said cargo, 
or any part thereof, had nat been broke or landed, 


The Committee proceeded to consider the state of the 
Brig Henry-and-Joseph, and of the cargo imported in the 
sane: 

Resolved, unanimously, That the said cargo be not 
landed, 

Upon application made by Captain Hoolsey, to the 
Committee, for leave to reship the cargo of the Brig Henry- 
and-Joseph, and on Captain Moolsey’s engaging, that the 
said cargo shall not be landed in any purt of North Ame- 
rica between Nova-Seotia and Georgta ; and on his fur- 
ther engagement that the Muster of the vessel in which 
the said cargo is to be reshipped, shal} engage, on oath, 
that he will not, unless compelled so to do by stress of 
weather, land the same within the parts before limited, and 
that he will produce a certificate fiom the place where the 
said cargo shall be landed of the landing of the same, 

Resolved, That leave be given agreeable to the above. 


Doctor John Stevenson, with Captain Wilkam Moat, 
attending agreeable to notice, the Chaiman acquninted 
them, that information was made to the Commitee that 
the cargo af Salt imported in the Brig Sedly, or part thereof, 
had been unladen contrary to the Resolution of the Com- 
mittee, made the Gth instant. 7 

Doctor Stevenson declared, that, apprehending the Re- 
solution entered into by the Committee on thé 6th instant, 
did not prohibit him from shipping the Qa to any other 
part of this Province or Virginia, he hagg’in consequence 

>of such opinion, shipped a quantity on board four Bay 
craft, to be disposed of for his account ; that no part of said 


mighty God, that you have not imported in the ship or Salt had been landed in Baltimore County ; that he will 
vessel called . . . . « . . whereof you are master, during deliver in to the Committee the names of the skippers of 
this present voyage, except necessary stores for the use of the several craft, and will return an account af the proceeds 
the said vessel, which are not for sale, any goods, wares, of the Salt, and the same will freely give for the relief of 
or merchandise, whatsoever, (if from Great Britain or the Poor of Boston, and that the remainder of the Salt now 
dreland, say so; if from any other place, mention the place,) on board the said brig, shall not be landed in any part of 
of the growth of manufacture of Great Britain ov Ireland, America, between Nova-Scotia and Georgia. 
or any poods exported from Great Britain or Ireland, And Captain William Moat having deciayed, on oath, 
or any Hast-Indiq tea, or any molasses, syrups, panelas, that the remainder of the Salt now on board the brig, shall 
goftee, or pimento, of the growth of the British West-Jn- not be landed within the limits aforesaid, 

dia Islands or Dominica, ofany wines of Madeira or the Resolved, by the Committee, ‘That the said apology be 
, Pestern-Islands, or foreign indigo, or any slave or slaves.” accepted. 


Captain Joshuc Payne, of the Schoonér Welcome, fromi Information being made to the Committee that many. 
Madeira ; Captain John Fulford, of the Schooner Friend’s misrepresentations of the Proceedings of the Continental 
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Congress had been made with a view to lossen the influence 
which the Association dyawn, entered injp, and recommend- 
ed by them, justly merited and had almost universally 
obtained; and it appearing to the Committee that such 
misrepresentations are made by artful, designing, and wick- 
ed men, to divide the people, and defeat the measures now 
wisely pursued for the preservation of American liberty, 

Resolved, unanimously, That it is the duty of this Com- 
mittee, ad of every Member thereof, and that we will, col- 
lectively and separately, persevere to carry strictly into ex- 
ecution the Association of the Continental Congress, and 
enforce an observance of the same, and that any attempt 
to defeat such purpose will, with its author, be exposed to 
the publick. 

'The Congress, by the Third Article of the Association, 
having recommended the disuse of all East-India 'Tea, the 
Commitice request that their constituents, in their several 
families, will strictly adhere to this Resolution ; and, how- 
ever difficult the disuse of any article which custom has 
yendered familiar, and, t0 many, almost necessary, may be, 
yet they are induced to hope the Iadies will cheerfully ac- 
quiesce in this self-denial, and thereby evince to the world 
a love to their friends, their pasterity, and country. 

A very extraordinary arrangement having been lately 
made in the Magistracy of this County, the Committee, re- 
flecting on the conclusions which may probably be drawn 
from it in distant places, to the disadvantage of the gentle- 
men supersedad, cheerfully embrace the opportunity af- 
forded by the present necting, to testify ia favour of their 
conduct while they were in office. Irom personal ac- 
quaintance we know thom to have been irreproachable in 
private, faithful and impartial in publick life, and deservedly 
entitled to the thanks of the whole County for the consci- 
entious discharge of the trust reposed in them. 

Resolved, therefore, unanimously, That this Committee 
ought, and we hereby do in our own names, and in the 
names of our constituents, sincerely thank those worthy 
gentlemen, whose ubrupt dismission, with all the circum- 
stances attending it, does them the greatest honour, ‘They 
return to a private station with the general approbation of 
the County, and tho pleasing satisfaction of having honour- 
ably acquitted themselves of their obligations during their 
continuance in office. ‘Their distnission is a real loss; it is 
the more ta be regretted, as from the manner of it, we can 
hardly expect that any of equal worth and character will 
hereafter be prevailed on to undertake the troublesome, 
unprofitable employment, now rendered distasteful to men 
of independent spirit and firmness, and evidently oxposing 
them to unmerited insult, ‘i 

Ata meeting of the Committee, March 27, 1775: 
Presont; Samuol Parvianco, William Buchanan, John Morryman, Wil- 

liam Spanr, James Calhoun, Isaao Vanbibbor, William Smith, John 
Storrott, Goarge Woolsey, Archibald Buchunan, Bonjamin Grifith, 
Goorgo Lindenborgor, John Smith, Bonjamin Lovy, Danio Eughes, 

Captain George Moolscy reported, that he had shipped 
off tho Salt imported in tho Brig Henry-and-Joseph, Henry 
Tickle, master, and that the Captain of the vessel had 
made oath before Mr, Courtenay, that the said Salt shall 
not, (unless compelled so to do by stress of weather,) ba 
landed in any partof North America between Nova- Scotia 
and Georgie 

Captain homes Jarrold, of the Ship Dulany, from Lis- 
bon, appeared, &aq reported that he had not imported any 
articles contrary to the Continental Association, 
and subscribed the Oath to that purpose, 

Captain Nathaniel Gray, of the Schooner Sally, from 
Salém, appeared, and reported in same manner, and took 
and subscribed the Oath. 

Captain Peter Simmons, of the Brig Mary Carroll, from 
Lisbon, appeared before the Committee, and reported in 
the same manner, and took and subscribed the Oath, 


a April 5, 1775. 
Captain Thomas Rowland, of the Brig Betsey, from 
Guernsey, addressed to Mr. John Smith, appeared, and 
reported, on oath, that he has not imported in said vessel 
avy goods, wares, or merchandise, contrary to the Asso- 
ciation of the Continental Congress, and subsoribed the 
same. . 
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Committee met, April 10, 1775: 


Present; Samo) Purvignes, Chairman, Join Sinith, Wiliam Tnx, 
Benjamin Levy, Isave Vanbibbor, Wittiam Smith, Johu Morrymnan, 
Willinm Spoar, Woraules Courtonay, 8. C. Davy, Captain Hondor- 
son, Thomas Elhot, Richard Lemmon, James Cox, Willion Buoha. 


nan, Jolin Boyd, Clerk. e 

Captain William Woud, of the Snow Betsey, fram Por. 
tugal, appenred belore the Committee, and declared, on 
oath, that he has not imported any article contrary to the 
Association, and subscribed the same, . 

On motion, Resolved, That ag the Fairs usually held 
at Baltimore ‘Town are hurtful to the morals of the people, 
and are a species of extravagance and dissipation whicl: 
are forbid by the Continental Congress, that the Commit- 
tce of Correspondence be directed to give publick notice 
to the Inhabitants of the Town and County, thas the Com- 
mittee advise them not to erect any Booths, or be in any 
manner concerned in countenancing the holding said Pair 
duing the continuance of our publick distractions, 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of tre Committee be di- 
rected to prepare and settle the Account of Moneys arising 
from the sale of Goods for the use of the Poor of Boston, 
and lay it before the Committee at their next meeting, 


Committee met, Monday, April 17, 1715; 


Prosont: Samuol Parviance, in the Chair, Robort Alexandor, ‘Phomap 


Tlarrivas, Wiliam Smith, John Morryman, Daniol Hughes, Monin 

min Gnflith, John Smith, Jain Boyd, Waltor Tolley, Andrew Bu- 

chunan, Jamog Storrett, Willinn Spour, Goorgo Woolwy, Benjamin 

Levy, Mayborry folng, Archibald Buchanan, Thomas G, [Loward, 

William Tacx, Clork pro tempore, 

James Scott, master of the Brig Dolphin, from Boston, 
appeared, and reported his vessel, and took tho Oath pres 
seribed, 

Lhomas Wood, master of the Brig Wren, from London, 
appeared, and reported his vessel, and took the Oath pre- 
scribed. : 

On motion made, for appointing a Clerk to this Com- 
mitteo; and on deliberating on tho matter, it wits thought 
to be most advisable to nominate four gentlemen, to serve 
alternately, cach a month, Doctor Lae Boyd, Robert 
Alecander, William Lux, and Jeremiah 7 Chase, wero 
nominated and appointed accordingly, —» 

Winntam Lox, Cherie. 


Committee met, three o'clock, Ps M., Aprid 17, 1775: 


Prosont: John Merryman, William Stith, John Boyd, William Noill, 
David Stowart, Benjamin Luvy, Isaue Vanbibbor, John Crockut, 
Heroulos Courtenay. 


LTenry IVoolf, master of the Sloop Zwo-Brathers, ap- 
peared, and reported his vossel, and took the Oath pre- 
scribed, 

Alewander Ferguson, master of tho Brig William, ap- 
pearod, reported his cargo, and took the Oath proseribed. 


Committec met at their Chamber, April 24, 17755 
Progent: John Smith, Chairman, Robert Alexondar, John Monlo, Wil- 

lint Buchanan, William mips Jamos Storrott, Banjamin Nishalsan, 

Bonjamin Lovy, A, Vanbibber, Horoulay Gourtonuy, Lane Yanbdily 

bor, James Calhoun, S.C, Davy, John Boyd, Clerk, Captain Won 

doraon, Thomas Iarrison, Mark Aloxandor 

Captain Woolsey, of the Schooner Industry, from Anti 
gua, appeared before the Committee, and having rgad awd 
taken the Oath, declared that he had not imported any 


and took « articles forbid by the same, and subscribed bis hamo. 


Captain William Barron, of the Ship Peggy, from Lis 
bon, appeared, and reported on oath, and subseribed the 
same, that he has imported nothing forbid by the Conti- 
nental Congress. . 

Captain TL. Torbelt, of tho Schooner Lytton, from St, 
Croiv, appeared, and declared, on oath, the same, and sub- 
scribed. . 

Captain John Hyde, of Snow Ilope, fom Poole, ap- 
“poared, took the Oath, and subscribed. 

Captain John Smith, of the Brig James, from Cork, did 
the same. be 

Captain Purnell Johnstone, of the Schooner Tommy, e 
from St. Croix, réported, swore, and subscribed the neces- 
sary Oath, . 


x 
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Ata meeting extraordinary of the Committee, at their 
Chamber, April 26, 1775: 

Present: Benjamin Levy, Johm Moalo, Toreules Courtenay, J. Kenne- 
dy, David Stowart, James Culhoun, Geoyge Woolsey, Isang Vanbib- 
ber, A. Vanbibber, I, MeLelland, John Hudson, Join Boyd, Clerk, 
William Smith, Join Smith, Barnot Michelborger, Murk Alexander, 
Robert Buchanan, Daniel Hughes, 8 C, Davy, Captain Myndorson, 
William Spoar, James Sterrett, John MeLure, William Bochanaa, 
Thonus Ewing, 8. Ennuls, John Cockey, J. Cox, Jolm Deaver, 
‘Phomas Ruttur, Thomas Etiot, Richard Lommon, V. Cury, J. Jones, 
J. Btorrott, Mr, Vashorn, Cuptain Gist, 

It buing proposed to the Committee to purchase all the 
Powder and Lead to be disposed of in Town, that the same 
may be secured for the use of the County, the Committee 
agreed (each being asked by name) to engage themselves 
for the payment of it; aod the following gentlemen are 
appointed to make the purchase: A. Buchanan, James 
Calhoun, John Sterrett, William Buchanan, Benjamin 
Levy, John Kennedy, John McLure, David Stewart, 
Mark Alexander, Captain Gisé, and Mr. Lichelberger, who 
are instructed to agree for the same with the proprietors 
on the best terms they ean, 


Ata meeting extraordinary of the Committee, April 
Q7, P7715: 

Present: Andrew Buchanan, James Calhoun, C, Cloppar, David 
Hughes, Mordecai Gist, R, Bachanan, John Kennedy, Bonjamin 
Lovy, Barnot Michuthergor, John Boyd, Glerk, John Saith, William 
Smith, William Buchanan, Willian Spear, Lincules Courtenay, 
Janes Storratt, John Storrett, Thamas Lwving, Juin MeLave, §, Ea- 
nulls, Charlus Ridgoly, Son of Willun, 

Captain Joseph Oakman, from Salem, of the Sloop 
Two- Sisters, reported his cargo, and on oath, declared he 
had nathing on board contrary (o the Association. 

‘Representation heing made to the Committee, that the 
Ammunition lately procured by them for the use of the 
country was not properly nor safely deposited, it was agreed 
that the following gentlemen, viz: William Buchanan, 
Daniel Pughes, John Sterrett, Captain Gist, and John 
McLure, be appointed to receive the same, and distribute 
it Among such gemlemen of the Town as it may be most 
safely lodged with, to be by them kept securely till further 
orders from the Commitee. 


The Conmittee having just now reccived intelligence 
that the Magazino of Powder, at Hillamsburgh, had been 
seized On Uhursday, the 20th instant, in the night, by Cap- 
tain Collins, commander of one of His Majesty’s Sloops-of 
War, and, by the Governour’s direction, was deposited on 
board his vessel, thougt? it advisable to forward this infor- 
mation to the Committee of Philadelphia; which was ac- 
cordingly done immediately. : . 


Committee met at the Court-THonse, May 1, 1775: 


Present: William Smith, Vieo.Chairman, William Buchanun, Bonja. 
min Lovy, Charlus Ridgoly, Jun,, James Calhoun, Benjamin Ga ifith, 
John Deayor, Isaac Vuulibbor, Captuin Woolsoy, Jolin Kounedy, 
Horoulea Courtonay, Androw Buchanan, John Morr yinan, A. Vutne 
bibbor, Wilkiuun Goodwin, Georga Lindenborger, J. Lallyday Cap. 
tuin Richardson, 8. C, Duvy, Willinm Spear, Richard Lennon, Cap- 
tain Llondorson, Marts Alexundor, Jumos Storrett, Audrew Buchanan, 
John MeoLure, Captain Gist, G, Hopkins, John Moule, Captain 
Charles Ridgely, Jamea Cox, Thomas Ewing, John Boyd, 


James Campbell, of the Brig Autumn, {from Cadiz and 
New-York, veported his cargo, swore, and subscribed the 
Oath, agreeable to the Association, 





Captain John Bracket, of tho Sloop Grampus, from the 
West-Imlies, did the same. 
* Captain Jehn Norivood, of the Ship Hercules, from Dub- 
lin, reported, and made oath, and subscribed. 


Captain Alexander Kennedy, of the Ship Baltimore- 
Packet, from London, did the sane. 

Information having been made to the Committee that 
Captain Richard Button had used his influence to prevent 
people from mustering, : 

It was Resolved, To order his attendance before the 
Committe to-marrow, at nine o’clock, to which time it is 
adjourned, ond that the Clerk give notice to Captain But- 
ton to attend at that hour. 

o Application having been made to the Committee for the 
use of some of the Provincia? Guns now in this Town, to 
perform Military Exercise this afternoon, it was agreed that 
it be permitted on condition of their being feturned at eight 
o'clock, ta-morrow ; and that the Captains receiving them 
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shall give a receipt to Messrs, William Buchanan and 
William Spear, whg are appointed by the Committee to 
give them out, 


Commitee met agreeable to adjournment, May 2, 1775: 

Presont: William Smith, Vice-Chairman, Iorenles Courtonay, Androw 
Buchanan, Willinm Speur, John Merryman, Jahn Moalo, James 
Calhonn, N, Griffith, Isane Vanbibbor, A, Vanbibber, J, MeCtalland, 
William Neill, John Morcer, David Mcdlechen, Captain Cléppar, 
TD. MeClelland, S.C, Davy, Thomas Gist, Benjamim Levy, John 
Sterrott, James Cox, Captain Uonderson, Danial Hughes, F, Smith, 
William Goodwin, John Smith, Thomas Todd, S, Bunale, ‘Thomas 
Ewing, John Wells, Andrew Buchanan, Richard Cary, Mark Alex. 
aader, John MeLuro, George Lindenberger, G. Hopkina, G, Asth- 
man, R. Cunumn, John Boyd, 

Captain FP. Jones, of the Schooner Nancy, from St. 
Croix, reported his vessel, made oath, and subscribed. 

Captain Peter Templetoun, of the Brig Jane, from Lon- 
don, did the same. 

Captain Button appeared, agreeable to the order of yes- 
terday, and the charge against him having been read; 
and George Helms, the evidence, having been examined, 
it appeared that said Button, in a conversation with said 
Helmes on the subject of mustering, had discouraged and 
prevented him for some time from learning the silitary 
exercise, as had been directed and recommended by the 
late Provincial Conyention. 

The Committee were, therefore, of opinion, that such 
conduet in Captain Burton was a contravening the Reso- 
lutions of said Convention, had a tendency to sow discord 
and division among us, as far as his contiacted influence 
could extend, aud highly injurious to the common cause of 
American liberty. 

The above Opinion being read to Mr. Button, he ac- 
quiesced in the determination of the Committee, and sub- 
scribed the following Paper, as some atonement to the 
publick for his misconduct : 

“T acknowledge, that in conversation with George Helms 
on the subject of mustering, [ asked him whether it was 
not an infringement of his oath (he being a Constable) to 
take up arms or muster, but had no design to prevent or 
dissuade him from learning the military exercise ; nor have 
Lused any arguments, or in any manner endeavoured to 
prevent or dissuade any other peisons whatsoever from 
mustering; and 1 promise and solenmly engage to this 
Committee, that T will not, in futuro, make any attempts 
of this sort, nor will, in any wise, contravene or oppose the 
Resolutions of the Continental Congress ar Provincial 
Convention. [ am extromely sorry if, by my conduct, I 
should have appeared inimical to the cause of American 
liberty, as 1 am conscious to myself of having never har- 
boured a thought injurious to the freedom of the Colonies. 

“Rienano Burrron. 

«May 2, 1775," 

Information being made to the Committee that James 
Dalgicish, who was formerly complained against for his 
imprudent and injusious behaviour towards the cause of 
liberty, and this Committee, has again expressed himself 
in very obnoxious and indecent terms of the publick mea- 
sures now carrying on in the Colonies for the preservation 
of their freedom, having declared that “ as soon as the Eng- 
lish Troops shall land here he will join them against the 
Americans, it being 2 folly for him longer to depy his prin- 
ciples,” and this being proved by the testimony of Mr. 
Samuel Roddy, it was the opinion ee that 
the said James Dalgleish, by his repeal offences, has 
iscovered un incurable enmity to this country, and that it 
is dangerous to the cause in which we are all embarked to 
encourage or countenance a person of such principles amang 
us, The Committee think it, therefore, their duty, in con- 
formity to the directions of the Continental Congress, to 
publish said Dalgleish to the world as an enémy to the 
liborty of Americans. 


Committee met at their Chamber agreeable tg, adjourn- 
‘ment, May 3, 1775: 

Present: William Smith, Vice-Chairman, William Buchanan, Iercules 
Coutonay, Goorgo Lindenbergor, Captain Woolsey, Benjamin Lovy, 
William Spear, Richard Lommon, Jolin Smith, James Storrett, Wil- 
liam Neill, Mark Alexandar, James Calhoun, John Boyd, 


Mr. A. Hall, from the Committee of Harford County, 
having made application to this Committee to furnish them 
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with five hundied pounds of Guhpowder, it was agreed by 
the Members present, (as they are not as full a Commitice 
as usual in determining business of importance,) to recom- 
mend a compliance with Mr. Lads iequest to the next 
full meeting of the Commitee. 


Ata meeting extraordinary of the Committee, May 5, 
1775: 

Prosont: Samuel Purviance, Chairman, John Smith, William Smith, 
Willam Buchanon, Andraw Buchanin, William Spear, Jumes Ster- 
rett, James Calhoun, Robort Alexandor, ‘Thomas Harrison, Willam 
Nell, Joho Boyd, Clark, 

The Committee received a Lotter fiom the Committee 
of Correspondence at Philadelphia, by Mr. Thomas Hen- 
derson, a Member of the Committee of Monmouth, in 
New-Jersey, requesting us to supply Mr. Zlenderson with 
a quantity of Gunpowder for the use of the Monmouth 
Committee. 

Mr. Llenderson represents, that they are altogether des- 
titute of Powder, and cannot procure any trom New-York 
or Philadelphia ; that they expect to be called aut to the 
assistance ol New-York immediately, having been applied 
to for that purpose by the Committee of that city ; and 
from some recent transactions of a Man-of-War and Ten- 
ders, who have been observed to be curefully sounding their 
coasts to discover, as it is believed, a proper place of tand- 
ing, it is apprehended an army will be landed in their 
country; that, therefore, they ave in a peculiar, dangerous, 
and critical situation, and stand in need of the speedicst 
supply of Powder. 

J'vom this representation, the Committee were of opinion 
that, for the safety of the common cause, it is necessary 
aud right to supply the Committee of Monmouth with five 
hundred weight of Gunpowder, for the present, and as 
they have na piospect of receiving one thousand or one 
thousand five hundred weight of that article from the Com- 
mittee of Georgetown, they are encouraged to promise Mr. 
Henderson five hundred weight more, if dey shall suc- 
ceed in their application to Georgetown, 


Comunittee met, Monday, May 8, 1775: 

Presont: Samucl Purviance, William Smith, John Smith, William 
Spoar, Thomas Jonas, John Mesryman, S, Ennals, Horcules Couto. 
nay, Daniel Ulughes, William Buchanan, Joromiah T, Chaga, An. 
drew Buchanan, ‘Thomus Kwing, Benjamin Griflith, Jumes Storrett, 
James Calhoun, Isine Vanbibber, William Goodwin, Benjamin Levy, 
Roboit Aloxander, Mark Atoxnndor, George Woolsey, John Boyd, 
Clork, C. Cloppor, G. [opkius, Goorge Lindonbergor, J, Rutter, 
Chailes Ridgely, Chaves Ridgely, Son of John, J. Philpot, Mayborry 
Holms, J, McCtonnan, J, Jones, J. Storrett, John Moule, D. Mc- 
Clonnan, William Neill, 

The Chairman informs the Committee, that he has re- 
ceived from Mr, Zenderson, the Delogate from Monmouth, 
New-Jersey, sixty-nino Pounds filtgen Shillings, for four 
hunted and vinety-cight pounds of Gunpowder, sold bim 
by the Committec, and delivered by Messrs. John Smith 
and Filliam Buchanan; which sum tho Chairman is de-~ 
sired to pay into the bands of Mr, Andrew Buchanan, the 
Treasurer. 

Captain /illiam Sewell, of the Ship Calvert, from Lon- 
don, appeared, and made oath agreeable to the rules of the 
Committee, of his huving imported no goods or merchan- 
disa whatsoever, excepting thirty-one Servants, 

The Apolication from Harford Committee, minuted in 
the Proceedings of May 3, was read to this meating ; and 
it is agreed i said Committee be supplied with the five 
hundred pounés’of Powder, mentioned in the Minutes of 
that day; aud the Chairman is desired to give directions 
that the Powder be delivered to the Harford Committee 
when applied for. 


Captain Richard Dickinson, of the Snow Fanny-and- 
Jenny, from London, reported his cargo, took the Oath, and 
subscribed, 


Mr. Jrancis Sanderson, once a Member of this Com- 
mittee, but who, for some time past, had noglected his 
duty by refusing or declining giving attendance at their 
meetings, and other exeeptionnble conduct, did this day 
again unexpectedly appear among them, the Committee, 
reflecting on his late conduct, and uncertain as to the design 
of his coming among them at so critical a juncture, plainly 
informed My, Sanderson, of their sentiments: that they 
could not but suspect a man of so variable principles and 
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questionable conduct 3 that as matters of great moment fre- 
quently were agitatgd among them, they did not think it pro- 
dent or safe for them to sit int council with a person in 
whom they could have no confidence 5 and that, therefore, 
they wonld wish him to withdraw, himself from the Com- 
mittee till the sense of the County should be known con- 
cerning hin at a futuro election. eA ake 

Mr. Sanderson declared, that he was sensible of the 
impropriety and mistakes of his late conduct, but yas now 
heartily disposed to concur in every measure that his coun- 
trymen should adopt for the preservation of their rights ; 
that, in the mean time, he acquiesced in the intimation of the 
Committee, and would, for the future, so conduct himself 
as, if possible, to recover the good opmion of bis Gountry- 
men, and convince them of the sincerity of his present de- 
clarations. : 

Lad 

A meeting extraordinary of the Committee, May 12, 
1775: ; 
Presont: Samuel Puryiance, James Callfoun, Horoulos Courtenay, 

John Merryman, Witlinm Neill, George Woolsey, John Boyd. 


James Burrow, of the Ship Nancy, from Milford, ve- 
ported his cargo, took the Oath prescribed, and subscribed. 

William MeNeily, of the Snow Jenny, from Cork, did 
the sama, 


Committee met, May 15, W175: 

Presont; Sumuol Purviance, J, Garrotson, @, Uopking, 8. C. Davy, 
J. Wells, R. Lommon, Jumes Cox, Mark Aloxandot, David Stawart, 
Jehin Smith, William Buchanan, Vonjamin Tovy, Robot Alexandor, 
Googe Tindenberger, J, MeClunnan, Hercules Courtonay, C. Clop. 
por, Jumos Storroft, Isnue Vanlibber, William Jiux, Gourge Wool. 
any, Jolin Boyd, Clork, 

The Chairman lnid a Letter before the Committee from 
the Chairman of the Committee of Uredericktown, in an- 
swer to one sent to them by express from the Committee, 
requesting to be supplied with as much Powder pud Lead 
as they could spare, Che Committee of Zrederick have 
agreed to supply this Committee with five hundred poufids 
of Powder and four thousand pounds of Lead. 


Captain Daniel Lawrence, of the Ship Jenny-and-Polly, 
fiom Bristol, appeared, took the necessary Oath, and sub- 
scribed. f: 


La 

Captain James Phillips, of the Brig Rogers, from Bel- 
Jast, reports his cargo, swore, and subscribed, with the ox 
ception ofa sinall box, contents unknown, and a few bar- 
rels of Potatoes, a keg of Whiskéy, and a Cheese, being 
presents to some gentlemen in Town, 

The Box is ordered to be put into the possession of the 
Committee for a further exumination, 

Captain Cuthrew, of the Brig Dutehess-of- Leinster, from 
Dublin, reported, swore, and subscribed. 

Captain Robert Stenhouse, of the Ship Union, from 
London, did the same. 

Cornelius Garretson lodged an information beforo the 
Committee against Messrs, Usher § Roe, charging them 
with having sold to him, the said Garretson, certain goods 
ata higher price than he had usually paid for them, and 
that they had sold the same kind of goods to himself and 
othors, some time ago, ata much lower rate than he had 
now paid. 

Mr. Roe appeared, to answer this charge, and said, that 
Mr. Garretson bad asked him for certain Buttons, which, 
he confesses, he had formerly sold to Mr. Garretson and 
others at two shillings and six pence per dozen, but for 
which he now asked three shillings and six pence, not being 
willing to sell the Buttons, withotft,.at the same time, sel- 
ling some cloth to which they matclied, but that he did, at 
length, agree to let Mr, Garretson have then at the price 
he formerly sold them. Mr. Garretson departed, and soon 
after returned and took the Buttons from a young man 
who attended Messrs. Usher §& Roe’s Store, who insisted 
on having three shillings and six pence for themrper dozen, 
which said Garretson paid; but, as soon as Mr. Roe un- 
dorstood what his Clerk had done, he called after Mr. 
Garretson, with an intention to refund bim his money, hut 
Mr. Garretson refused to return, : 

Mr. Foe afterwards sent the money to said Garretson, 
but he declined accepting it, choosing rather to, lodge’ a 
complaint to the Committee for the imposition, 
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From tho above representation, it appeared to the Com- 
mittee that the same kind of Goods had been incautiously 
sold at Messis, Osher % Roe’s Storé at different prices, 
and, in this instance, above the limitations ascertained by 
the Provincial Congress; but, as it appears to have hap- 
pened by mistake of tfeir Clerk, and as Mr. Foe offered 
iayinediately to rectify the mistake, the Committee thought 
proper to dismiss the complaint with a caution to Messrs. 
am Usher & Roe, that they be more careful, in future, in giving 
cause for, the like complaints. 
The Continental Congress having “Ztesolved, That a 
+ Committee be chosen in every County, by those who are 
qualified to vote for Representatives in the Legislature, 
whose business it shall be attentively to observe the con- 
duct of all pergons touching the Association ;” and the Con- 
vention held at Annapolis, on the Sth of December last, 
having recommended “that no persons, except Members 
of the Committees, undertake to meddle with or determine 
any question respecting the construction of the Association 
entered jnto by the Sontinental Congress, and that peace 
and good order be inviolably maintained throughout this 
Province,” the Committee, considering the conlusion and 
.disoyder that may arise from individuals, or any number of 
the people ut large, undertaking to judge and determine 
offences that may be committed agamst the Association, 
do carnestly enjoin the Inhabitants of this County that 
they forbear fiom any violence or personal insult to any 
person whatever, but that in all cuses when persons are 
charged ‘with committing any violation of the Continental 
Association, or the Resolves of the Provincial Convention, 
or with contravening the measures now carrying on for the 
preservation of American liberty, information thercof be 
made to the Conmittee, who may impartially hear the ac- 
cusation and the person accused, and proceed therein as 
directed by the Continental Congress. 

Captain Robert Collings, of the Ship Neptune, from 
London, reported his vessel. ; 

»Captain David, Lewis, of the Ship Patuxent, from Lon- 
don, did the sane. 

Agreeable to notice for that purpose, given, a respectable 
number of Freeholders of Baltimore County, met at tho 
Court-Llouse, May 18, 1775, to choose Delegates to re- 
present them in the next Provincial Convention, Captain 
Charles Ridgely, in the Chair, Doctor John Boyd, Clak. 

After debating the mbde of clecting, it was agreed that 
the usual method should be observed, and the follewing 
gentlemen were then nominated and chosen, and empow- 
ered to continue and act as Representatives of this County 
for six months, viz: Captain Charles Ridgely, Thomas 
Cockey Dye, Walter Tolley, Jun., Charles Ridgely, Son 
of John, Robert Alexander, John Moale, Darby Lua, 
Benjamin Nicholson, William Buchanan, Jeremiah T. 
Chase, Thomas Harrison, John Cradock, James Gittings, 
Charles Ridgely, Son of William, Walter Tolley, Sen. 

The following gentlemen were added to the Committee 
of Observation lor this County : 

For Mippie-Riven, Lowen: John German, William 

Andrews, Edward Day, William Allender. 

Parargoo, Urren: Zachariah Mc Cubbin. 

Souniens’ Denianr; Doctor William Lyon. 

‘Bavrorore Town: Daniel Bowley. 

“The Proceedings of the Committee on the 8th of May, 
respecting Mr. £francis Sanderson, were read to the free- 
men of the County now convened, and their sentiments 
taken on the proprietysof the Committee’s request to Mr. 
Sanderson, ta declive acting as a Committee-man, till the 
sense of their constituents should be known on the matter. 

When the freemen, having heard what Mr. Sanderson 
had to offer, unanimously approved of the Committee's 
prudent conduct. 

And do further Resolve, That until Mr. Sanderson 
shall give unequivocal evidence of his sincere attachment 
to the cadse of his injured country, by a steady and uni- 
forma acquiescence ‘in every measure which has, of may be 

» generally adopted for her preservation, they cannot approve 
of him as a man fit to act for them in Committee, leaving 
4¢ to the Committee to determine how far he is otherwise 
entitled t6 publick favour, : 
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The Committee accordingly, (the business of the County 
having been finished,) fifty-two Members being present, 
proceeded to consider and judge of Mr, Sanderson’s case ; 
and were of opinion, that as he had already acknowledged 
to the Committee his error and Jate misconduct, and was 
sincerely sorry for the same, and was now willing Lo satisfy 
his countrymen, by a publick declaration, af his present 
political opinion, as contained in a paper which he handed 
in, Mr. Sanderson be restored to the good opinion of his 
countrymen ; 

“Thereby declare, that I have resigned the office of a 
Justice of the Peaco for Baltimore County, being now sen~ 
sible that my appointment to that office, with others, in 
the manner, and at the time the same was done, was dis- 
agreeable to my friends, and tended to injure the cause of 
my distressed country. I further declare my readiness to 
engage heartily in the measures now carrying on for the 
preservation of American liberty, and, for that purpose, I 
have contributed to the purchase of arms and ammuni- 
tion, as, also, to the poor of Boston, and enrolled myself 
a sojdier in a company of Militia, and I wast my future 
conduct will evince the sincerity of ny present declarations, 
and restore me to the favour and esteem of my countty- 
men, an event most ardently wished for by, 

“ Francis Sanperson.” 


On motion, Ordered, That the Committee-Men in the 
sespective Hundreds of the County, be prepared to give 
in an Account to the General Committee at Baltinore, 
against the first Monday in June, of the state of the Militia 
in their different Districts, the number of Men embodied, 
and the number of Arms fit for service ; also, the amount 
of the different Subscriptions raised by them for the relief 
of the Poor of Boston, and for the purchase of Arms and 
Ammunition. 

The necessity of this measure arisos fiom the recom- 
mendation of the late Convention, who have directed that 
these Accounts be prepared and laid before them at their 
next meeting. ; 

The Inte Convention having resolved that six hundred 
Pounds be raised for the defraying expenses of our Dele- 
gates to the General Congress, and as the proportion of 
that sum for Baltimore County is fifty-six Pounds, 

Resolved, That cach Hundred in the County collect 
their quotas of said sum, agreeable to the proportion fixed 
upon for the collection of Money for Arms and Ammuni- 
tion; adding thereto nineteen Pounds, of a balance ad- 
vanced formerly by Mr. William Lue to the Delegates of 
the [ate Congress, for which he is not yet paid; and that 
those who have not contributed in the last Subscription for 
the Delegates, be first applied to now, and the Money 
raised, to be paid into the hands of Mr. William Loux, who 
is appointed to receive it, and pay the same to the Dele~ 
gates. 

On motion made, that a General Treasurer should be 
appointed in Baltimore Town, to receive and forward the 
Donations of this County for the Poor of Boston, 

Voted, That Mr. Samuel Purvianee be appointed to 
that office. 

Mr, Benjamin Wells lodged a complaint’ against Mr. 
James Christie, that he had yaised the price of his Goods 
above the limitation of the Provincial Convention, 

Mr. Christie was sent for to answer this*charge, but 
being not at home, the matter was refyred to another 
meeting of the Committee, a 


oom U 
Committee met, May 19, 1775: Present, William 
Smith, Deputy-Chairman, and twenty-six Members of the 
Committee ; &. Alexander, Secretary. 
Messts, Lue & Bowley, at the request of the Com- 


mitteo, produced a Letter of Advice and Instructions from ~ 


Messrs Pinney & Sibley, of Poole, relative to tlie loading 

‘of the Brig Sukey, Captain Samuel Clarke, ; 

4 Captain James Lighteoum, of the Sloop Friendship, from 
Bermuda, appeared, and reported his. vessel, and took the: 
Oath. ha 

The Chairman laid before the Conmittee Extracts fom. 
two Letters received fiom Philadelphia, informing that 
sundry Vessels were loading in the Port of Liverpool with, 


a 


1715" 
Salt and Dry-Goods, some ofwhich were destined for this 
Pravinee. . 


Ordered, That copies of the said Extracts be printed in 
Handbills, and enclosed to the different Committees of this 
Province and Virginia. 

The sum of one hundred and twenty-four Pounds, pro- 
posed to be raised to delay the Expenses of the Delegates, 
and other Expenses, was propartioned as follows: 
Gunpowder, Upper, - £10 13 0 os 5 6 paid 


North, - - + - - - 6184 


Middlesex,~ - + ~ - 4 90 (286, paid R.A. 
by Mat’y Helms, 
June 26.) 
Mine-Run,- - - - - 714 


Back-River, Upper, - - 14 18 8 (5 176, p’d Aug. 7, 


per Zid. Tulbot, 


not paid to J. A.) 

Back-River, Lower, - - 5 4 8 (852,pd. R.A. by 
B. Buck ; 76 p'd 
JobGarretson ; 12 
6, per B, Buck to 
R.A) 

Patapsco, Uppr,- - - 6148 

Patapseo, Lowr, - - 6138 

Middle-River, Upper, - 5 16 0 

Middle-River, Lower, - 6 17 4 (2 s 8, 20 10, p’d 

» A, 

Soldiers’ Delight, - - 11 18 8 (7166, id R.A. 
by G@. Ashman.) 

Delaware,- - - - - 8 80 (Paid R.A.) 

Pipe-Creek, - - - - 411 4 (Paid to RA) 

Westminster, - - ~ = 616 0 (Paid in to R.A, 

Baitimore, MWest,- - - 9 18 0 (Paid in to J. A. 

Baltimore, Hast, - - ~ 311 0 (Paid in to 2. 4. 

Demiford, - - - - - 4 04 (42, pnidto R.A.) 

L124 00 








Ordered, That the Secretary write the Committees of 
the several {lundreds, informing them of the above. 


Copy of » Letter wrote to the different Hundreds: 

Genrieaen : The Provincial Convention having reeom- 
mended the raising of money for payment of the expenses 
of the Delegates at the Congress, the Committee resolved 
that one hundred and twenty-four Pounds be raised for that 
purpose, and for payment of Expresses, and having pro- 
portioned the same among the different Hundreds, the sum 
to be raised in your Hundred is... . . which, by order 
7 the Committee, you are to pay in by the fist day of 

une. 


Committee met, May 22, 1775; Present, Samuel Pur- 
vianee, Chairman, and fourteen other Members; Robert 
Alecander, Secretary. 

Ordercd, That the following Oaths be taking by the 
Owners, Consignees, or Supercargocs of all Vessels, and 
by the Masters and Officers of the same, that shall load in 
Patapsco- River : 

«You A. B., owner, supercargo, or consignee of the ship 
or vessel culled the ..... . whereof. ....6.. is 
master, do gnale oath that you will not order or direct, nor 
order any pelson for you to direct, the caigo now laden, or 
intended to — on board the said vessel, or any part 
thereof, to be utraded, landed, or delivered, from on board 
the’ said vessel, within the Province of Georgia, East or 
West-Florida, Quebeck, Nova-Scotia, St. John’s, Cape- 
Breton, Newfoundland, or at any part of the fishing coasts, 
or fishing islands, or at the town, or in the harbour, of 
Boston, or to any vessel, or vessels, in cither of the said 
islands, Provinces, coasts, or town, or harbour, of Bos- 
ton, And farther, that you do nat know chat the said ves- 
sel or cargo is intended or directed by any order from the 
owner, or owners thereof, to proceed to any or either of the 
said Prqvinces, coasts, islands, or town of Boston; and, 
that if the master of such vessel should land or unlade the 
said cargo, or any part thereof, at any of the places before 
,9xcepted, contrary to the tenour of this oath, that you will, 
in such case, give information thereof to this Committee. 
".You... « . master and officers of the ship or vessel 
walled. , .... . do make oath that you will not land, 
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unlade, or deliver fiom on baard the ship or vessel of which 
you mie... +s y+ apy part of the cargo now laden on 
board the vessel, either in the Province of Georgia, Hast 
or Fest-Flovida, Quebeck, Nova-Scotia, St. John’s, Cupe- 
Breton, Newfoundland, or at any part of the fishing coasts 
or fishing islands, or at the town, or in the harbour, of 
Boston, or to any vessel, or vessels, in cither of the seid 
Provinces, islands, coasts, or town, or harbour of Boston. 

Upon Application made from tha Countios of Orange” 
and Culpepper, in Virginia, . 

Ordered, That the quantity of five hundred pounds of 
Powder be supplied then, 

Ordered, That the quantity of four hundred peunds of 
Powder, furnished by David Loops, be delivered Mr. 
William Neill. are 

Ordered, That three hundied pounds of Powder, pur- 
chased by William Lue, be delivered him. 

Ordered, ‘That Messrs. Courtenay, Calhoun, Boyd, 
Stewart, Neill, and Samuc? Purvianée, bo » Commitice to 


take the Depositions of all Masters of Vessels, and their * 


Officers, and of the Owners, Consignocs, or Supercargoes 
of Vessels, concerning the destination of all such Vessels; 
and that any three of suid Conmitice be authorized to act. 


Committeo met, Monday, May 29, 1775: Present, Sa- 
muel Purviance, Chairman, and eighteen Members ; Robert 
Alexander, Secretary. 

John Thompson, master of the Sloop Kitty, from New- 
Providence, appeared, and reported his eargo, and took 
the Oath, 


James Tibbet, master of the Brig Rachel, from Jamaica 3 
Joseph Lowney, master of the Schooner Jlannah, from 
South-Carolina; Abraham Treasethen, mastor of the 
Schooner Greyhound, (rom Piseataqua, N. £.; severally 
appeared, reported their cargoes, and took the Oath, 

Ordered, That William Buchanan, John Boyd, Samuel 
Purviance, and James Calhown, be a Committes’to propare 
a State of all Moneys subseribed and paid in to this Com- 
mittee on any account, and of the Expenditure of the same ; 
and of all Expenses incurred by the Committee ; and, also, 
an Account of all Moneys and Donations transayitted to 
this Committee for the Poor of Boston, and in what inan- 
ner tho same have been remitted ; and that they lay such 
State, together with the Vouchers, before this Conunittee, 
that the same, when approved of and sottled, may be eu- 
tered in the Records of the Committee, 


Ordered, That all Masters of Vessels arriving in Pa- 
tapsco-River, do appear before the Committee at their 
Room, on the Monday noxt after their arrival, between the 
hours of ten and twelve, A. M., at which time and place 
the Committee will attend. It is expected that the 
Owners and Consignees of Vessels will, in future, be more 
punctual in directing the attendance of the Masters, or thoy, 
with the Masters, will be reported to the publick as delin- 
quents, 

Ordered, That the above bo printed in Dunlap’s and 
Goddard's Papers, 


t 

Ata meeting of the Committee, on Monday, the Sth 
June, 1775; Present, Samuel Purviance, Chairman, and 
nineteen Members. . o 

John Ghiselin, of Patapsco, Upper Hundred, made in- 
formation to the Comtnitteo, that being in chmpany with 
Mr. John Welsh and Robert Gilchrist, on the 21st of 
April last, and speaking of the predgnt publick measures, 
the said John Melsh declared, “that he approved of the 
measures of the Congress and Committee, except master- 
ing,” which he then said was open rebellion. 

John Geoghagan mate information, that being in eom- 

any with John Welsh and Samuel Oliver, the said Welsh 

informed Oliver, “that John Geoghagdn had tmustered, 
and that he had better take care of himself.” * «» 


On application of Captain Clopper,s'leave is given for 
the purchase of halfa barra) of Powder, which is to be 
made up into Cartridges, and kept for any emergency, | 
‘ 6 


At a meeting of the Committee, on Monday, June 12, , 
"oy 
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1775: Present, Samuel Puryiance, Chairman, and thity~ 
three Members. 


Watson Crosby, of tite Schooner Polly, from Janaica, 
reported his cargo, and took tho Outh. 

Complaint by Thomas Rutter, against John McKim, of 
an overcharge in the price of twenty-four ells of Brown 
Roll. ‘ 

On examination, it appeared that Mr. McKim had pur- 
chasedssaid Brown Roll, with other goods, in Philadelphia, 
and paitl thiiteen shillings per ell, ready money, for the 
same, 

N. B. The farther proceeding in this business inter- 
rupted,by the following accusation: 

Caplan D, Lawrence informed the Committee, that on 
or about the Sth instant, being at the house of Mr, Brit, 
Dickinson, and in conversation with Mr. Richard Button, 
Who had a vessel launched that day, and talking about 
some of the Captains of vessels having lowered their co- 
Jours on the Saturdgy belore, when said vessel of Mr. Buc- 
ton was first attempted to be launched, said Buiton ex- 
pressed himself with great passion about the affront given 
him. On which said Lawrence told him, the reason of 
theiv lowering their colours, was because they looked on 
him to bea Tory, Said Budton replied, “They do call me 
a Tory, and so Jam, and think the Ministry have a right 
to tax America, as wo are descended from England.” 

Captain John Bruce, who was also piesent at the said 
conversation, confiimed the same; and futher said, that he 
heard said Button say, the Americans were wrong in op- 
posing the taxes; and speaking on the subject of news, he 
suid that he believed none of the accounts published in the 
papers, except General Gage’s. F 

n consequence of the above information, Captain But- 
ton was suusmoned to attend, which he accordingly did, 
and made his defence. 

After debating thereon, Captain Button requested the 
decisiow of the Committee might be postponed until their 
next meeting ; which was accordingly suspended. 

a 


™ 


os 
Ata meeting of the Committee, June 19, 1775: Pre- 
sent, Samuel Purviance, Chairman, and fifty Members. 


Mr. Richard Button appeared, in codsequence of the 
order Of the last meeting, and delivered in two publica- 
tions by him addressed to the publick. 

And the Chairman informing the Committee that Mr. 
Button had subscribed And paid in seven Pounds ten Shil- 
lings for the Poor of Boston, and five Pounds for Arms and 
Ammunition, the Committee were unanimously of opinion 
that the same is satisfactory, and Mr. Button is, by the 
Committee, restored to the publick favour. 

The Committee, to remove any impressions which may 
bo taken up by the publick'that would imply Mr. Buceon’s 
resignation of tha Magistracy to be in cousequence of a 
roquisition for that purpose hy the Committeo, do declare 
the said resignation was not required of him by them. 


Post Meridien. —Mr. Charles Ridgely, Son of John, 
complained that Mr. James Christie bad asked a_price for 
Osnuburghs above the advance limited by the Provincial 
Convention, and mentioned My. Christopher Johnston as a 
witness. 

aNotice of the above was made out and sent to Mr. Chris- 
tie, who being absent, 

Ordeved> That the same be referred to Monday next, 
at which time the same is to be heard, together with the 
charge against John Pelsh. 

Mr. Christie attcnded, and requested a hearing of the 
charge aguinst him, alleging that he was present in the 
Committee in the forenoon, and had notice of the charge 
been thon given him, be should immediately have attended; 
that he came on the first notice, and that having business 
which would obtige him to be absent on Monday next, he 
could nof, passibly attend that day. 

But the Committee declined a hearing at this time as 
many of the Members were retired, 

Informarjon being made t8 the Committee that Mr. Re- 

zin Hammond had, at a meeting of the Inhabitants of De- 

Taware. Hundred, [or the purpose of forming themselves into 

Companies and learning the Military Exercise, used his 
4 
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influence and dissuaded te people from the measure as a 
violation of their alfegiance, 

Ordered, ‘That notice be given Mr, Hammond to attend 
on Monday next. 

Copy of the notice to Mr. Welsh and Mr. Hammond! 
was made out and delivered Mr. Join Howard ; and, also, 
notice to Mr. Samuel Shipley, requiting his attendance as 
an evidence. 

The following me copies of Captain Button’s Publica 
tions, and referred to in the Proceedings of this day. 


To vue Pusuiox. 

Tt is to you I now address myself, and as there is no mun, 
but at times is liable to e1:ors and mistakes, I humbly hope 
what L now offer to the publick will be accepted as a sulli~ 
cient atonement for my past conduct. I am truly sory 
that what I have said at different times respecting the pub- 
lick measuies now carrying on has given so much offence, 
and beg pardon for it. J own (with regret) that I did not 
pioperly consider the bad tendency it might have, and ac~ 
knowledge | have been very justly censured ; I now assure 
you that 1 see the Parliamentary measures in a different 
light fiom what I have formerly done, and I trust my fu- 
ture conduct will convince you that I shall be a steady 
friend to the utmost of my abilities, and will cheerfully and 
readily contribute and join every measure that may be 
adopted for the publick welfare. 

T remain your most obedient, humble servant, 

Ricnarp Burro, 

Baltimore, June 15, 1775. 

To tne Pusuick. 

Being sensible of my political errors, induced me to ad- 
diess my fellow-citizens a lew days ago, witha declaiation of 
my sincere sorrow, that my past conduct and unguarded ex- 
pressions had given them such offence. Am very desirous 
to give them every reasonable assmance of my political 
principles, and hereby further declare, that 1 do most hear- 
tily and sincerely approve of the measures hitheito pur- 
sued, and now pursuing, by the publick, to oppose the 
claims of the British Parliament. I also acknowledge that 
{ am now sincerely sorry for having lately accepted a com- 
mission to act as a Magistrate in this town; 1 solemnly 
engage that 1 will not act any longer in that capacity, nor 
in any other respect that may give offence to my country~ 
men. | flatter myself that this declaration, with a corre- 
spondent conduct, will entitle me to the same candour and 
hamanity from tho publick, which I have alroady-expe- 
rienced ftom the gentlemen of the Committee. 

I remain your most obedient, humble servant, 

Rienary Burroy, 

Baltimore, Juno 17, 1775, 

True Entries of the Proceedings of the Committee, from 
the 19th day of May, to the 19th day of June, inclusive, 

Test: Rozerr ALEXANDER, 


Ata mecting of the Committee, June 26,1775: Pre~ 
sent, Samuel Purviance, Chairman, and forty-two Mem- 
bers; William Lax, Secretary. , 

The Inhabitants of Baltimore Town having found it 
absolutely necessary to establish a nightly Watch in the said 
Town, for the preservation of their property from robbery 
or fire, as well as to prevent any hostile attempts in this 
time of publick confusion, and having had several meetings 
to digest a proper plan for the purpose, ty unanimously 
agreed to recommend the same to the Cetmittee for their 
“approbation aud superintendence; which being done, the 
Committee highly approved of the measure; and a sub- 
scription being signed by every inhabitant, whereinshe 
obliges himself to conform to the regulations adopted, and 
to attend personally, or provide a sufficient man in his room, 
which said man, so provided, to be a subscriber, or to pay 
seven Shillings and six Pence, the Committee received the 
said subscription, and divided the subscribers into six Com- 
panies for the Town, and one for the Point, and then di- 

yreoted a general meeting of the subscribers to eldvt a Cap-’ 
tain for each Company, which being done, the following 
gentlemen were returned, viz: 

James Calhoun, First; George Woalsey, Second; Ben- 
jamin Grifith, Third; Barnet EHichelberger, Fourth; 
George Lindenberger, Fifth; William Goodwin, Sixth, 
for Baltimore Town, and Isaae Vanbibber, for the-Point ; 

* 
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but his district being thought Sather too extensive, the 
Committee thought it necessary to appoint Jesse Hollings. 
worth and George Patten to assist him in the arange- 
ment of the Watch. 

The Committee then determined that the said Watch 
shall consist of sixteen pelsons, under the dieétion of a 
Captain, to be appointed for the night, and that they pa- 
trof the streets from ten o’clock at night until day-light the 
next morning, and that the Compames take it in yotation, 


The Committee being applied to by Melchior Keener, 
with a Letter from the Committee of Marblehead, setting 
forth that they were in great want of Flour, and requesting 
liberty to load Captain Nathaniel Cook, of the Schooner 
Elizabeth, for that port, were of opinion that they ought 
to be relieved; and.leave was accordingly given. 

Messrs, Rezin Hammond and John Welsh, having been 
summoned to attend the Commiittee this day, to answer a 
complaint exhibited against them for dissuading the people 
from mustering, applied by letter, and excused themsel yes 
from personal attendance on account of the state of their 
health, at the same time declaing they were now ready to 
join their countrymen for the preservation of their liberties ; 
and had sent eight Pounds eight Shillings, being the sub- 
scription for Delaware Hundred. But the said Letter not 
being deemed sufficient, they are directed to attend on 
Monday, the 17th July, and notice was accordingly sent 
them, 


A Letter from Mr. James Christie, directed 10 the Com- 
mittee, and requesting that the complaint exhibited against 
him might bo immediately inquired into, as he Was obliged 
to go out af Town, was laid before them and cousidered 5 
but as the evidences had departed, it was deferred to Mon- 
day, the 17th July, at which tine he had notice to attend ; 
and H. D. Gough, Esq., was also desired to attend as an 
evidence against him, 


Messrs, John Loward and Thomas Cradock, applicd 
for two hundred pounds Gunpowder for Soldiers’ Delight 
Tlundred; and an order was given on Mr. Andrew Bu- 
chanan for the same, who is to receive thirty Pounds in 
payment therefor, 


‘Ata meeting of the Committee, July 8, 1775: Present, 
Mr. Samuel Purviance, Chairman, and thivty Members; 
Pilliam Lue, Secretary. 


Captain John Parker, of the Ship Aston Hall, from 
London ; Captain Nicholas Fortune, of the Snow Catha- 
rine, from Youghall; and Captain Richard Curtis, of the 
Brig Curtis, from Waterford, sevorally appeared, 1eported 
thar vessels, and took the Oath, 

A Letter from the Committee of Observation for Kent 
County, to the Chairman of this Committee, complaining 
of Mr. James Christie for selling Osnaburghs above the 
advance directed by the Provincial Convention, was laid 
before the Committee, but Mr, Christie being absent fiom 
Towa, the consideration thereof was deferred to the 17th 
instant, when he is to attend on complaints of a similar no- 
ture, 


A Letter from Henry Lloyd, Agent for the Contractors 
for supplying the Troops at Boston, to Doctor John Ste- 
venson, beipg fallen into the hands of the Committee, was 
redd, and is as follows: 

' 7 Boston, Moy 17, 1775, 

“Sma: Theo page of provisions from the Southern 
Governments for the use of His Majesty’s troops, makes 
it necessary to endeavour to get a supply by concealing 
frgm the publick eye the destination of provisions shipped 
for that purpose. I shall, therefore, propose, for your con- 
sideration, the following method of doing it. Cannot a ves- 
sel be freighted with flour for the West-Jndies, commanded 
by a person you can confide in, who will execute your or- 
ders to hit to come into this port and deliver his cargo 
here, instead of going to tho Mest-Indies. You may take 
up a vesrel as large as two hundred tons, and give her ar 
full freight. I should send you bills on the Contractors to 
execute this plan, or advise you to draw on them for the 
amoutit of what you may ship to me in this way, but the 
negotiation of such bills might discover your plan and de- 
feat it, so that I should be glud you would advise mo of 
some friend of yours, and when I am, made acquainted with 
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his namo, and the sum you shall draw for, will sond to hin 
from hence, my bills on the Contractors for the amount 
you advise mo of, You will plofse, likewise, to give the 
Contractors timely notiee, that they mny insure their inte- 
rest if they think proper, aud inforg ine of the name of the 
yessel and master you engage, that J may lodge a permit 
at the Light-house in this harbour, for admission to, Coie 
up to the town and dischaige her cargo here, Pray fet 
the flour you purchase be such us will keep aver the sum- 
mer, and let the casks be good, well hooped, and the heads 
well secured with lining hoops. 

You will be careful to write me yy a safe conveyance, 
that your letter may not fall into the hands of the Piovin- 
cials. ‘ 

“Tam, sir, your most humble servant, * | 

“Henry Lroyn. 
“To Doctor John Stevenson.” 

The Committee sent for Doctor Sfevenson, and having 
shown him the Letter, he made the faJowing declaration: 

“ f believe the within Letter to bo Mr. Henry Lloyd's 
writing, and 1 deelae that I have never received any copy 
of it, nor any other Letter to that purport; and {farther 
declare, that if the Letter had come to my bands, f would 
not have executed the order, nor will IT execute any order 
of the kind from any person whatever, cantrary ta the Re« 
solves of the Continental Congress, or Provincial Conven- 
Hens “ Joun Senvenson,” 

On motion, Resolved, That Lenry Lloyd, of Boston, 
has knowingly and wilfully violated the Association of tho 
American Congress, hy endeavouring to supply the cne- 
mies of this country with Provisions; and that, agreeable 
to tho Resolutions of the said Congrosa, it is tha duty of 
us, and all our constituents, from henceforth, not to have 
any commercial intercourse with him; and it is recom- 
mended that an inviolable regard be paid to this Resolu- 
tion. 4 . 

Tho Committee having reocived information that Tho 
Ship Johnson, from Liverpool, with a onrgo of Salt and 
Dry-Goods, arrived a few days ago in Hye-River, and 
that several other ships, with similar cargoes, may daily be 
expected fiom Jrvverpuol in this Bay, 

It is, therefore, unanimously Resolved, That if any Pilot, 
Crafisinan, or others, shall beefound assisting in the con- 
veyance or introduction of any goods or merchandise, con- 
trary to the direction of the Congress, or in receiving on 
shore, or unloading fiom any vessel, any goods which may 
have been ordered out of the Port, sit persons shall be 
deemed enemies to tha liberties of America, and will be 
held forth to the resentment of the publick; and if any 
person privy to such mensures will discloso them, thoy 
shall receive the thanks of the Committeo as real fronds 
to their country. 

The Cammittea divested the aforegoing Regalution to 
be published in Iandbills, and that one of said Uand- 
bills be delivered to the several Pilots attending this Port. 


Messrs, Isaae Vanbibber, Isaae Grist, Samuel Davy, 
Thomas Elliot, George Woolsey, Benjamin Levy, David 
Stewart, and William Netil, or any two or more of them, 
are appointed a Committee to apply to overy Vessel ar- 
riving within this Port, and to secure any Gunpowder they 
may have on board, 


Mr. John McLure having applied for payment of a pfire 
cel of Gunpowder furnished the Confmittee, and there not 
being a sufficient sum yet paid in: 7 

Ordered, That a sum sufficient fo pay bim be taken out 
of the Arms and Ammunition fund snd that the same be 
replaced out of the Money raised for that purpose, when 
paid in by the County Committee. ” 


Ata meeting of the Committee, July 10, 1775; Pre- 

a Mr. Wilkam Smith, in the Chair, ang nineteen Mem- 
ers, 6 

The following Masters of Vessels appeared, reported, 
and took the Oath, via: . ® 

James Thomas, of the Ship Isabella, fram Bristol; Ro- 
bert Callow, of the Brig Escape, from Milford; Joseph 
Richardson, ofthe Ship Camden, fron’ London ; Nicholas 
Howard, of the Sloop Delight, from St. Crete. . 
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The following Masters appeared, and reported their in- 
tended voyayes, took the necessary oaths, and subscribed, 
vig: id 

John Lovett, of the Schooner Swallow, for the Hest- 
Judies ; Nathaniel Cook, of the Schooner Elizabeth, for 
Antigua, 

On'amotion, Resolved, That, for the futue, every Mas- 
ter of a Vessel seporting his cargo bulore the Committee, 

“shall, also, at the sume time declare, on oath, tho quantity 
of Gunpowder he hath on board, or hath imported this pre- 
sent Voy age. 

Melchior Keener and David Stewart, shippers of mer- 
chandise on board the Schooner Swallow, Captain Cook, 
taster, took and subscribed the necessary Oaths, 

» Winuiast Lux, Secretary. 


Ata special mecting of the Committee, at the Court- 
House, July 11, 1775; Present, Mr. William Smith, Pre- 
sident, and nineteen Mombers, (Vidiam Lue, Secietary. 


Information having been made to the Committee that 
the Ship Zotess was arrived from Liverpool, below An- 
napolis, having on board Salt, Mr. Zhomas Place, one of 
the consignees, attended the Committee, and declared that 
he and his partner, Mr. Ashburner, had reccived letters 
fiom Mr, Gildart, advising them that he intended des- 
patching the Z'otuess to them in twelve days from the time 
he wrote, hallasted with Salt, and that they daily expected 
her to arrive, when he intended laying ber Papets before 
this Committee ; and be further said, that he had been ine 
formed the said Ship was arrived, and aground on the 
Two-Sisters, but that he bad not much coulidence in the 
Toport. 

Further information beiig made, that some of Mr, Gil- 
dart’s \rieuds had sent a boat down to meet the Loiness, 
the Committee thought proper to send for Mr. Jofnson 
Gildart,’who attended, and declared that he bad given a 
Pilot, who was gojiig down with the Johnson, a letter to 
deliver Captain Warring, in case he met him, instructing 
hin to proceed immediately to Jfalifax, und not to attempt 
coming up here. 

Being again informed that the Boat which carried the 
letter was returned, the Commitice sent two of their Mem- 
bers to inquire for the Skipper and bring him before them, 
which was accordingly done; and... .» . immediately 
attended, and declared hg had been sent down by Mr. John- 
son Gildart with letters to the Ship Johnson, and that, at 
the same time, he had given tho letter above-mentioned 
for Captain Warring, of the Totness, in case he should 
meet hers and that, on his return back from the Ship 
Joknson, he saw a ship on ground on the Three-Sisters, 
which he made for, and found her to be the Zotness, 
and delivered the Captain his letters, who replied that be 
must come or send to Baltimore for further orders, 

On this information, Mr, Johnson Gildart was sent for, 
who attenddd, and engaged that the ship should come to 
Baltimore, and wait the determination of the Committee ; 
and accardingly gave orders in writing to the Captain for 
that ‘purpose. 

Ata specin] meeting of the Committee, July 12, 1775: 
Present, fViltiam Smith, Chairman, and twenty-two Mem- 
ber 5 William Lux, Secretary. 

Captain Edward Weeks, of the Snow Potomack, having 
arrived flon Wudéin and Madeira, reported his vessel, on 
oath, having on board twenty-eight pipes, five hogsheads, 
and seven quarter-caslis Wine, shipped at Madera for 
Dublin, without being intended to land them in America. 
And Mr. David Stewart, consignes of the vessel, entering 
into an engagement to the same purpose, 

Resolved, ‘That the said Vessel be permitted to load her 
Cargo, } ’ 

Captait John ‘Martin, of the Brig Iriendship, from 

Bermuda,weported his vessel in ballast. 


Pa — 


“Ata special meeting of the Committee, at the Court- 
TJouse, on, Thursday, July 18, at four o'clock, P. Mu: 


Frosonts William Smith, in the Chair, William Spear, John Crockolt, 
Thoma’ Ehiot, David MoLenuan, George Woolsey, Samuel Smith, 
Gexnetlue Glopper, Goorge Lindonborget, Mark Alexander, Somyel 
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Davy, Abram Vanbibbog, Rolictt Buchanan, James Storrett, Bonjamin 

Griffith, John Sterrett, Willum Goodwin, Androw Buchanita, Wil- 

lum Buehanan, Bexjlunm Levy, Isaac Vanbibbor, Jumes Calhoun, 

Mordecat Gist, Thomas Uarrison, ‘Thomas Jonex, Burnet Eichetber. 

gor, David Stewart, John MeLure, John Boyd. 

A Letter from James Christie, Jun., Merchant, of this 
Town, directed to Lieutenunt-Colonel Gabriel Cha istic, of 
Tlis Majesty’s Sixtieth Regiment, at Antigua, having been 
intercepted, was laid before the Comnuttes, and ordered to 
be read, which was accordingly done, and the following 
paragraphs aie pait of its contents: 

# Baltimore, Fobruary 22, 1775, 

“ We are in suclt terrible confusion here, with our poli- 
licks, there is no depending on any thing, and that, added 
to other things, makes me wish myself out of the Province. 

“ We are little behind the New-Englanders, mustering, 
purchasing arms, ummunition, &c, We have some vio- 
lent, fanatical spirits among us, who do every thing in their 
power to yun things to the utinost extremity, and they we 
gone so fay that we modeiate people aie under a necessity 
of uniting for our own defence, afier being threatened with 
expulsion, loss of life, &c., for not acceding to what we 
deem treason and rebellion, 

“The Provost and family are very well. Our publick 
aflaiis vex him, and he wishes himself away, but 1 know 
not when, or if ever that will happen. 

“A part of yours, or any other Regiment, I believe 
would keep us very quiet.” 

The Committee then summoned Mr, Christie to attend 
them, but being confined to his bed, he was unuble to do 
it, ‘They then sent Messrs. James Calhoun, William Bu- 
chanan, Thomas Larrison, Thomas Jones, fPilliam Good= 
win, and Isaac Vanbibber, to wait on him at his house, 
and to inguire whether the said Letter was wrote by him. 

The gentlemen returned, and report that Mr, Christie 
had been shown the Letter, and sekineviadyed that it was 
wrote by him, but requested that any further proceedings 
thereon might be postponed until his health would permit 
his personal attendance. 

The Committee not thinking it proper to comply with 
his request, as Mr. Christie had conlessed he wrote the 
Letter, immediately gave him notice thereof, upon which 
Mr. Robert Christie attended on his behalf, but it grow- 
ing late, and many of the Members being withdrawn, the 
Committee directed a Guard of nine men, under the com- 
mand of an Officer, to be placed round Mr, Christie's 
house. 

And then adjourned till to-morrow morning, at nine 
o'clock, 

The Committee met according to adjournment, Friday, 
July 14, 1775: : 

Prosont: William Smith, Chairman, Thomas larrison, John Kennelly, 
Iereules Courtenay, Willinm Spear, Bonjamin Griffith, Benjamin 
Nicholson, Phomus Ettiot, Barsut Exchelborgor, William Goodwin, 
William Neill, Bonjamin Levy, Jolin MeLuie, John Meiryman, Wile 
Jiam Buchanen, Androw Buchanan, Samuel Davy, John Moate, Da- 
vid MeLennan, Mark Alexander, M. Meriymon Jumes Croxall, 
Cornolius Clopper, John MeLonnun, James Cox, James Storrett, 
John Steriott, Isqac Grist, Abram Vunbibber, Goorgu Woolsoy, Du- 
vid Slowart, John Boyd, Thomas Jonca, 

They resumed the business of yesterday. 

Mr. Robert Christie, Jun., attended, and declared that 
Mr. James Christie was very sorry for the Later he‘had 
wrote Lieutenant-Colonel Christie; that he did not mean 
any harm by it, and that he was very wills to acquiesce 
in the determination of the Committee, 


* On motion, Resolved, That Doctor John Boyd and Mr. 
John McLare, (Members of this Commitiee,) do wait on 
Mr. Christie, and inquire of him who those moderate pew- 
ple were that united for their defence, as mentioned in his 
Letter, and that they take his unswer in writing. 

The gentlemen returned, and report, that Mr. Christie 
declared, there never was any association between him and 
his frtends for the purpose alluded to, or for any other pure 
pose; and all that he remembers to have passed on the 
‘occusion was, that some time last winter he was “tnformed, 
that he, with some of his friends, were to be made a pub-" 
lick example of, for not uniting with the town in the’ pre- 
sent opposition, and this being spoken of accidentally among: 
two or three of his friends, it was proposed, whether an 
association for mutual defence would be advisable, but no 
determination being then made, and they soon after being 
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convinced that no threats worth notice had heen thrown 
out against them, the matter dropped, and was never after- 
wards thought of or attempted, and that it was at this time 
of doubt and apprehension that he had wiote the Lettor in 
question, which accounts for that part of jt alluded to in 
this inquiry. 

The Committee proceeded to take Mr, Christie’s con- 
duct, with respect to the said Letter, into further and de- 
liberate consideration, and were unanimously of opinion, 
that by representing in said Letter the people of this town 
to be concerned in treasonable and rebellious practices, and 
that a number of soldiers would keep them quiet, he has 
manifested a spirit and principle altogether inimical to the 
rights, privileges, and liberties of America. They do, 
therefore, think st their duty to advertise the said James 
Christie, Jun., a3 an enemy to this country, and all per- 
sons are desired to break off all connection and intercourse 
with him. . 

The Committee do further Resolve, That as the crime 
of which the said James Christie is guilty, is of go danger- 
ous and atrocious a nature, they will lay the same belore 
their Delegates at the Continental Congress for their ad- 
yice ; and, in the mean time, 

k is Ordered, That, as Mr. Christie is confined to his 
bed,’and cannot be remoyed with safety to n place of secu- 
rity, the same Guard be continued at his house to prevent 
any escape, attempted either by himself or the assistance 
of his friends; and that Mr. Christie pay cach man five 
Shillings for each twenty-four hours, and the Officer seven 
Shillings and six Pence, 

A report having been circulated that a number of Arms 
and a quantity of Ammunition wero secretly lodged in the 
house of Mr, James Christie, and the same being mentioned 
to the Committee, they directed two of their Members, 
Captain Clopper and Mr. James Cox, to go iunmediately 
and search Mr. Christie’s house ; which they accordingly 
did, and reported that they had examined the house at- 
tentively in every part, attended by Mr. Robert Christie, 
Jun., and that they only found two Guns and a pair of 
Pistols, and no Ammunition, and were convinced no otheis 
were in the house, 

Resolved, ‘That these Proceedings be published in the 
Maryland Papers. 

And, on motion, Ordered, That the Proceedings of 
the Committee of Talbot County, respecting the Ship 
Johnson, and declaring James Giildaré an enemy to tho 
liberties of America, be republished in the Baltimore Pa- 
pers. 

Ata meeting of the Commitice, July 17, 1775: 

Prosont; Samuol Purvinneo, in tho Chatr, William Spoar, John Mar. 
rymany Fxdword Talbot, William Smith, Richard Lommon, Isaac 
Vanbibber, Thomas Johnston, Abram Vanbibbor, William Goodwin, 
Edward Norwood, Job Garrulson, Thonus Hurrigon, John MeClon- 
nun, Daniel Bowloy, William Buchanan, John Boyd, Moses Gallo- 
way, John Konnody, John Moule, Thomas Elliot, Bonjanin GilMlth, 
Danwol Hughes, Mordecai Gist, Bunjumin Loyy, Jumos Cox, John 
Morcer, William Naill, Dovid Stowart, Captain [onderson, Charles 
Wiosonthall, Goorgo Woolsey, Goorgo Lindonborger, Mayborry 
Holme, Barnet Hicholberger, John Cockoy, John Cradock, ‘Thomas 
Jones, Gorrard Uopkins, William Lyon, B. Dickinson, John Smith, 
James Calhoun, Thomaa Sollors, Jos. Hall, Thomas Rutter, Richard 
Cromwoll, Ab, Britton, Andrew Buchanan, Georgo Matthows, John 
Douver, William Lux, Socrotary, 

Mr. Jala Welsh appeared befare the Committee, and 
answered the charge exhibited against him by the follow- 
ing Declaratigs : 

“ Whereas, af information has been Jodged against me 
in the Committee of Baltémore County, that [ declared 
‘thosé who mustered were guilty of rebellion; in order to 
rmove any ill impressions against me, I now declare that 
I approve of the measures recommended by the Continen- 
tal Congress and Provincial Convention, and am willing 
to join my countrymen in the common cause, and to risk 
my life and fortune in defence of the liberties of America; 
and that J will recommend it to my neighbours to muster 
and learn the use of arms, as necessary to defend our- 
salves from all invadets of our liberties and properties. * 

“In testimony whereof, I have hereunto ‘set my hand 


this 17th Jady, 1775, “Joun Wenset.” 


Mr. Thomas Place appeared before the Committee, and 
roduced an invoice of a cargo, consisting of Salt .and 
atthren-W are, shipped by James Gildart, on board the 
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Totness, Captain FVarring, amounting to two hundred and 

twenty Pounds eighteen’ Shillings and four and a half 
Pence sterling. - 

On mation, Ordered, That the Proceedings in the Ma- 
ryland Gazette of the 18th July, respecting the Ship John- 
son, and declaring James Gildart, of Liverpool, an enemy 
to the Jiberties of America, bo republished in the two Byl- 
timore Newspapers. : 

And a question arising bow far breaking off all commer-w 
cial intercourse with James Gildart should eflecteany con- 
nections with Johnson Gildart, or Ashburner & Place, ov 
whether they ought to be included therein as partners with 
him, after some debates thereon, it was agreed to be refer- 
red to a future meeting, 


—* ’ 

' 

At aspecial meeting of the Committee, on Tuesday, 
July 18, 1775: 

Present: Sumucl Purvianeo, Chairman, William Buehanan, Isaac 
Grist, Mark Alexandor, Jerominh ‘I’. Chay, Uerculos Conrtomy, 
James Calhoun, John Sterratt, John Smitf, Willinm Spoar, William. 
Lux, Secrotury. 

An application was made by Mr. John Fax, from Vir- 
ginia, to supply a parcel of Gunpowder for the use of the 
Inhabitants at York, whom he represented to be in great 
distress, as expecting an attack from five Men-of-War, then 
drawn up in line of battle before the Towns and he pro- 
duced a Letter from Robert Carter Nicholas, Esq., to him, 
desiring him to engage as far as one thousand Pounds ster- 
ling, and one thousand Pounds Virginia currency, for 
Gunpowder and Arms; but the sinall quantity in our Ma- 
gazine being very insuflicient to supply our own immediate 
wants, the Committee were of opinion they had it not in 
their power to comply. ' 


At a special meeting of the Committee, July 21, 1776: 
Presont: Samuol Purvianao, Chairman, John Moalo, ‘Thomas Todd, 
John Boy Daniel Lughos, Witlum Buchanan, TMhofias Jonos, 
George Woolsey, William ‘oo han, Wiltitin Spar, John Sith, 
Willuum Smith, David Stowarl, James Cox, Sohn Mofilonnan, Ar. 
chibald Buchanan, C. Cloppor, Bonjamin Griffith, James Calhoun, 
Jamos Storrett, William Lux, Socrotary, , 
The following Letters wera laid before the Committee: 
. “Philadolphia, July 18, 1778, 
“Genriemen: We this morning laid Your progeedings 
on Mr. Christie’s letter, before the Congress. ‘That body 
has thought proper to refer it to onr Provincial Convention, 
We are sorry that any inbabitantrof our: Province should 
have entertained sentiments so inimical to aur common 
liberties as thoso contained in Mr. Christie's letter, and, 
with you, aro of opinion, that for such conduct it is proper 
and necessary there should bo an adequate punishment. 
Wo are, gentlemon, with respect and regard, your most 


obedient servants 
ants, “Tuomas Jounson, Jun, 


& Witatam Paca, 
* Samunn Cras, 
«To the Committee of Baltimore Town.” 
“July 21, 1775, 
“Sin: Tam now a little better, and the Doctor is of 
opinion that fresh air and moderato exercise would contri- 
bute much to restoring my health. I have to entreat of 
you to represent this to the Committee, and to request of 
them, for me, that if thoy think proper, I may have my 
liberty for the above purposo, on my giving such secugity 
as the Committee may require for my appenrande before 
them when required. Your favour in this will oblige, sir, 
your most obedient servant, 
Jaiims Cunisrie, dun. 


“To Mr, Samuel Purviance, Chairman of the Committee 
for Baltimore.” z 
On considering the promises, the Committee refer the 
determination to a fuller Committee on Monday next, and, 
in the mean time, that Mr. Christie may be permitted to 
ride out attended by his Guard, % o 


Mr. David Stewart, applied for liberty to remove part 
of the Tea, lodged with the Committee in December last, 
from on board the Snow Potomack, alleging as a reagon 
therefor, that it was not safe from cruizers; which was 
granted, and the two gentlemen of the Comfhittee whe 
have it now in" possession, are directed to deliver it, taking 
an account of the packages, with a receipt for the ayme ; 


Fy 
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* 
and Mr, Stewart stands aecayntable for delivering a certi- 


lodged with for sceurity. @ 

A Letter from Mr, Gearge Dent, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee at Potomaek, relesive to the due importation of some 
pareels of Goods sent there by Mr, Johnson @ildart, was 
dierbs) to be answered by the Chairman, 


At anecting of the Committee, on Afonday, July 24, 
1Vi8: 

Prosont: William Smith, in tho Chair, Avehibald Buchanan, William 
Buchanan, Andrew Buehanan, Robert Alexander, David MeClen- 
nin, Gorge Lindenberger, Coraclias Cloppor, B, Dickonson, John 
MeClunnan, Richard Lemmon, Maybetry-Tolins, Mark Alexndor, 
Ab, Britton, Jarhes Culhoun, Benjamin Griffith, John Mowe, John 
R. Holliday, Samuel Owings, John Mosiyman, Thomas [Lirrison, 
Bory unin Levy, Wiltiain Richardson, Willian Lux, Sceretary. 
The Commitice resumed the consideration of the mo- 

tion relative to Ashburnir & Place and Johnson Gildart, 

but thought it best tayefer it further to Monday, the 31st, 
and then adjourned to the afiernoon. 


The Committee met according to adjournment : 
Present : Samuel Purvianes, in tho Chair, the samo Membors attended, 
ag, algo, Captnin Charles Ridgely, Duvid Stownrt, John Smith, John 
Douver, Chaites Ridgely, Jun., Joshua Hall, William Neill, Edward 
Norwood, Uercules Courtenay, Androw 8, Eunalls, G-o1zo Woo). 
soy, Willinn Worthington, Nicholas Norwood, Diniel Hugies, Wale 
Hum Goodwin, Johu Boyd, Jeremiah ‘EY, Chase, Jolin Cromwell, 


Captain Harring, of the Ship Zotness, appeared, and 


Ship, and consigned to Ashburner § Place; but the Cau- 
mittee declined ta give any opinion on the matter, as the 
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At a meeting of the Cotnmittce, August 7, 1775: 


ficnte from the Committee of such District as it may be — Presont: samuel Purvianee, Chairman, William Lux, Secretary, Jamos 
Sterrett, John Smith, James Culboun, John Sferrutt, Benjamin Levy, 
Cornoliue Cloppor, James Cox, Edward Talbot, Abrim Vanhibber, 
David MeClennan, William Sponr, David Stewart, Boujamin Griffith,’ 
Jeane Grist, Juhn MeClennan, Bamet Hichelhorger, Thomas Jones, 

_ The Committee resumed the consideration of the ques- 

tion relating to Messis, Ashburner & Place, and Mr. dohn- 

son Gildart, but there being but few Members pvegent, 

avd the question being of very great importance, it was 

thought most advisable to refer it to the determination of 


the Provincial Convention, 


Ata meeting of the Committee, on Monday, August 


14, 1775: 


Prosont: Sunuel Prrviance, Chairman, G2orgs Woolsey, Daniel 
Hnghos, W, Ifallock, George Lindenbeigor, Banjamin Giiflith, Cor 
nelius Clopper, Jumnes Cax, David MeClellan, Jolin MeClennan, Bene 


janmn Levy, Richard Lemmon, Isaac Grist, John Boyd. 


Captain Thomas Gerrald, of the Ship Dulany, from 
Havre-de-Grace, reported his cargo, swore, and sub- 


scribed, ‘i 


At a meeting of the Committee on Monday, August 21, 
1775: Present, Semeel Purviance, Jun., Chairman, and 


twenty-four Members. 


Captain James Curry, of the Ship Rose, from Loudon- 


derry, reported his ship, signed, and swore, 


The Maryland Association was laid before (he Commit- 


desired liberty to land five Convicts, imported in the said tee, and signed by those present according to their ILun- 
dreds, and the fallowiag persons are appointed ta carry the 


Association to the people for signing: 


proceedings against James Grldart, who is the owner, aro Por Banrinone, West: George Ldndenderger and Jones 


already published, 


Cox, 


Mr. Robert Christie appeared in behalf of Mr. James For Bacx-River, Lower: Benjamin Buck and Job Gar- 


Christie, and requested that the Guard attending on Mr. 
James Christie might he dismissed on security being given, 
to she satisfaction of the Committee, for his appearance be- 
fore the Camittee or Provincial Convention, when there- 
unto required, and that he would not depart the Province 
without their permission. 

Which being debated, it was resolved to accept five 


retson. 


" Barrisons Town, Easy: Benjamin Grifith. 


or Derrrorn: Isaac’ Grist, 


For Bacx-River, Urren: T. C. Deye, D. Luv, James 
Cockey, Benjamin Nicholson, and J, Philpot. 
For Pararsco, Urren: Zach. McCubbin, and Charles 


Ridgely, Son of William. 


Securitigs, by a rgajority of twenty-one td’ fourteen; and, For Pararsco, Lowen: Thomas Sollers and FVilliam 


accordingly, the following Security was entered into and 
signed, viz: 

“T do solemnly hereby engage not to depart this Pro- 
vince without the permission and consent of the Committee 
of Observation for Baltimore County, or the Provincial 


Wilkinson. 


For Mippte-River, Urrnn: Gist Vaughan, Benjamin 


Rogers, and Nicholas Merryman, 


For Mippun-River, Lowen: Halter Lolley, Son., Ab, 


Britton, aud Nichalas Britton, 


Convention, first had and obtained. As witness my hand, For Sonpimrs’ Deniewr: T. Gist, G. Risteau, and J, 


this 24th day of Judy, 1775, «James Cunterte, Jon: 


© Witness: “ Ropunr ALexaNven, 
« Arcinpauy Bucnanan,” 


tmdertake and solemnly engage that James Christic, of 


E. Howard, 


For Mipvirsex; ZT. Rutter, AL, Heln, and Thomas 


Tohnson. 


Por Detawane: John Welsh and Rezin Hammond, 
« We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, do hereby For Nowrit: Jeremiah Johnson, Stephen Gill, Jun., J. 


Hall, and Elisha Dorsey. 


Baltimore Town, shall not depart this Provinco without For Guneowner, Urrrr: Walter Tolley, Jun., James 


the permission and consent of the Committee of Observa~ 


Gittings, and Josse Bussey. 


tion for Baltimore County, or the Provincial Convention, For Mine-Run: Dixon Stansbury, Jun., John Stevenson, 


first had and obtained, but shall stay and abide the deter- 
mination and sentence that shall or may be pronounced 
against him by the next Provincial Convention, for the 
heinous offence committed by him against the community; 
and in case the said James Christie shall depart this Pro- 
vine without such leave, we, and each of us, do hereby 
voluntarily agree to stbmit to the same punishment that 


would ha 
had not departed. As,vitness our hands, this 24th day of 


Suly, 1776. a “ Roserr Cuntstig, Jun., 
« A. STannousE, 
n 
. % [lenny Srevenson, 
‘ * Joun Crate, 
* + Janus Jarrray, 


“Vsewezer Macxre, 


3 * 
s Wignass¢ W, Suveu.” 


~Ata meeting of the Committee, Fuly 31, 1775;, Pre- 


hers. " 


The «question refating to Messrs. Ashburner & Place, sible of the said Freemen. And on the said da 


and Mra Johnson Gildart, was postponed. 


and Bdmund Stansbury. 


For Wesrminster: Andrew Buchanan, John Moale, 


Witliam Goodwin, and J. McClellan. 


‘Ata meeting of the Committee of Obseyation, for Bal 


timore County, on Monday, August 28, agf75 : 


ve been inflicted on the said James Christie if he Present: William Smith, Vice-Chairman, William Buchanan, John 


Smith, Robert Alexander, Dr. John Boyd, William Spear, George 
Woolsey, Dr. William Lyon, Jaravs Calhoun, Robert Buchanan, John 
Philpot, Hercules Courtenay, ‘I, Jones, Willinm Noill,_Benjavain 


Lovy, D, Bowley. 


Resolved, That the following Notice be published in the 


Baltimore sie ite 
“ Notice is h 


ereby given, that agreenble to a Resolution 


of the late Provincial Convention, an Election will be held 
at the Court-House in Baltimore Town, on Znesday, the 
12th day of September next, at which time the #reehold- 
ers, or other Freemen, having a visible estate of forty 
Nap ipct pounds sterling, or qualified by law to voté for Burgesses, 
sent, Mr. Samuel Pureiance,*Chairman, and fifteen Mem- gre requested to attend, to elect a Committee of Observa~ 
tion, to consist of thirty-seven of the most discreet and sen- 


next, an election will also be held, to choose by 


bal 


and the 
lat, five 
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of the most discreet and sensible‘of such Freemen, as afore~ 
said, to be Delegates for this County, in any Provincial 
Convention, to be held for this Piovince, within one year. 
“ Signed by order of the Committee : 
2 BS + 
“ Jernaian T. Citase, Sceretary, 


“And whereas, the late Convention have Resolved, That 
forty Companies of Minute-Men be enrolled mm this Pio- 
yiner, and have disected that the Committees of each 1e- 
spective County shall appoint proper persons to inlist men 
for that purpose, the Committee of Baltimore County gives 
notice that they will sit at the Court-House, on Monday, 
the 4th of Sepéemdber next, to empower five persons to en- 
roll five of said Companies, being the proportion appointed 
to be raised in this County. Any persons who are willing 
to undertake this business, may apply to the Committee on 
said day,” 

At an extra meeting of the Committee on Wednesday, 
August 30, VT15: 

Piesont: William Smith, Vicc-Chairman, John Moulo, John Boyd, 
W. Neill, Richurd Buchanan, J. Philpot, David Stewart, Bonyunin 
Levy. 

The commanding officer of the Independent Company 
in Baltimore Town, gave in a list of the Company to the 
Committee, which was transmitted to the Council of Safety, 
agreeable to the direction of the late Convention in such 
cases, 

Ata meeting of the Commitee, on Monday, September 
4, 1775: 

Presont: Samtol Purvianeo, Jun, Chairman, 'I', C. Doyo, John Moalo, 
William Buchanan, Robert Alexander, Thomas Unison, Chatles 
Ridgely, V. Lux, Mork Alexandor, Thomas Todd, T, Hudson, ‘I. 
Elliot, James Cookoy, J. R, Holliday, Clement Brooks, 2, Bowley, 
Janiea Cox, Jumes Sturrott, James Calhoun, Jolin Smith, Bonjamin 
Lovy, William Noill, Hereules Courtansy, J. MeClellun, D. Hughos, 
John Boyd, George Lindenborgor, R. Lommon, Benjamin Gailith, 
Wallum Goodwin, J. MoLuro, Cornolius Cloppor, William Spour, 
T, Ruttor, Mordeeal Gist, John Doavar, David Stewart, 


Captain BR. Wallace, of the Big Mary, from Bristol; 
Captain George Buchanan, of the Ship leanor, from 
London ; and Captain Rogers, of the Ship Lord Camden, 
for Liverpool, severally reported, subscribed and took the 
Oath required. 


Mr. Frederick Deams applied to the Committee for an 
order to enroll a Company of Minute-Men, agiecable to the 
direction of the late Convention; which was granted to 
him. 

The Committee again met P. M., on the 4th Septem- 
ber, 1775: Present, the same Members as in the morning. 


A Memorial was laid before the Committeo by Mr, Jo- 
nathan Hudson, represonting that a new Ship, which he 
had built at Anamassick, on the Eastern-Shore, was at- 
tempted to be launched on the 20th August, but had mis- 
curied therein; that the said vessel being chartered by 
Mr, Kadly, and a cargo of Wheat now purchased by him, 
and ready to load said vessel; he prayed for indulgence 
to load said cargo after the 10th of September, provided it 
could not be done sooner, 


Tho Committee having considered the Memorial of Mr. 
Hudson, and the difficulty of his case by the above mis- 
‘fortune, agased to grant the prayer of his Memorial; and 
that the said memorialist should be allowed ten working 
days to load tees ship, after she shall be ready to re- 
ceive her cargd“bn board. “ 

‘Two Memorials were then laid before the Committee 
by Mr, Samuel Purviance, Jun., and Mr. David Stewart, 
séiting forth, as by said Memorials will appear, which being 
taken into consideration, 

It was Resolved, That the prayers of said Memorials 
bo complied with, under the same restrictions as were al- 
Jowed to Mr, Jonathan Hudson under similar circumstances; 
and Messrs. Isaac Grist, Abram Vanbibber, 8. C. Davy, 
and Thgmas Elliot, are appointed to superintend this 
business m the same manner as in the case of Mr. Hudson; 
and said gentlemen are directed to lay before the Commit- 
tee, which sball meet on Monday next, a true and full 
account’of all such lading as shall be procured for said ves- 
sels, before the 10th day of this month. 


Information having been given tothe ommittee by Mr. 
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« 
Barnet Eichelberger, that My. Robert Long liad expressed 
himself very exceptionably relative to the present proceed- 
ings, and against the Conunitieesf this County, and men- 
tions the following persons as witnesses: Doctor William 
Beard, Mv. Williams, My. Wiekhgm, and Mv. @. Hopes, 

It was Ordered, That Mr. Long and these gentlemen 
be desired to attend tho Committee on Monday nexe. 5 

t 


Ata meeting of tho Committee, on Monday, September” 
11,1775: Present, Mr, Sanuel Purviance, Chaivtian, and 
eleven Mumnbers. 

Captain Thomas Egger reported his vessel, the Ship 
Charlotte, from Newcastle, upon Delaware, subscribed, and 
swore, ‘ 

Application having been made to this Committee by 
Mr. James Woodfield, on behalf of the Committee of L7étts- 
burgh, for four hundred pounds of Lead, 

It was Resolved, That Mr. John Smith supply with 
Lead, out of the quantity stored w%n him, and if there 
should not be that quantity in his possession, the remainder 
to be delivered by Mr, James Calhoun, 

My. Samuel Purviance reported to the Committee, that 
the Vessel particularized in his Memorial, was lost whon 


n, 


coming round from Philadelphia to this Town. 


The charge against Mr. Robert Long was postponed till 
some futuie mecting of this Committee. 





Saturday, Soptomber 23, 1775. 


The Poll for electing a Committee of Observation for 
this County, (Messrs, Robert Alearander, Jeremiah J 
Chase, Thomas Ldurrison, John Moale, wd William Bu. 
chanan, five of tho Delegates for this County in the Inte 
Provincial Convention, being Judges of the Ilection,) was 
this day closed, and the following gentlemen declared duly 
elected, viz: * 

John Mo vo, Waltor ‘Tolley, Jun, "'Yhomas Gist, Song, 

Jeromith ‘T, Chaso, Darby Lux, Stophon Cromwoll} 

Tums Calhoun, John Coskoy, Teute Griat, 

Ronjamin Nicholson, Willian Sinith, , Thomas Cookey Doyo, 

Androw Buchanan, William Bachannn, Mordooni Gist, 

‘Thomas Solleis, William Lax, John Stovonson, 

John Cradosk, ,. John Boyd, Yuokiat ‘Lowson, 

Jamoa Gittings, John Smith, Jgrominh Johnson, 

Robort Aloxundor, 4, MeCubbin, Jun, William Afi 

Sam'l Parvianco,Jr,, Capt, Chics, Ridgaly, John Mgor Howard, 

William Wilkinson, ‘Nhomas Tainison, Goorgo Ristonn, 

Chorlos Ridgoly, Son ateryarnl Grifith, © Abraham Britton—37, 

of William, Willinm Rand, 

And the following gentlemen were choson Provincial 
Delegates, to continue for one year, via: Lobert Aleaane 
der, Benjamin Nicholson, John Moale, (alter Volley, 
Jon, Jeremiah Lownley Chase, 

N. B. The Poll was kept opon cloven days, to give 
every Frecholder and Freeman full and suflicient time to 
vote, 

The Committeo met at the Court-Eouse, Monday, Oc» 
tober 9, LT18: 

Prosont ; John Moalo, Samusl Parvianoo, Jamoa Calhoun, Benjamin 
Nicholson, Thotons Sollars, John Cradook, James Gittings, Robert 
Aloxanter, Walter ‘Talley, Jun, Willinm Wilkmgon, John Cookoy, 
William Buchanan, Willum Lux, John Boyd, 4 MeCubbin, Jun, 
Thomas Harrison, Bonjamin Giiftith, homas Gist, Sen, leaae Grist, 
Mardocat Gist, Ezokiol Towson, Jeremiah Johnson, William Age 
quith, John Is. Yoward, John Smith, 


Who proceeded to choose Mr. John Moale, Ghairthn, 
and Mr. Robert Alexander, Clerk, dor the day. 

Messrs. Ezeliel Towson and Jeremiah Johnson declined 
acting as Committee-Men, at the sgme time declaring their 
intention of not acting on any occasitn. 

Mr. Schuel Purviance, Jun., was*elected Chairman; 
Mr. William Lua, Vico-Chairman; Mr. George Late, Se- 
cretary; and Mr, David McMechen, us Assistant-Secre- 
tary, to this Committee during their plonsure. 

Mr. Samuel Purviance, Jun., WilliameLue, John Boyd, 
Jeremiah Townley Chase, and Robert Alecapder, wera 
olected a Committes of Correspondence. 

Messrs, John Monle, Thomas Harrison, Thomas Sel- 
lers, James Calhoun, Hillidm fog bh Charles Ridgely, 
Son of William, and John Egor Howard, were elected a 


* Committee for Licensing Suits. . 6 


Messrs. Samuel Purwiance, Jun., Johan Smuith, PRilligm 
Ss 


cd y 
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. 
Buchanan, Isaac Grist, and Benjamin Grifith, weve ap- 
pointed a Committee to take the Repqit of all vessels and 
goods arriving, and to administer the Oath required of all 
masters of vussels outward bound. ¢ 


The Enrollment of Captain Jehu Howell's Company 
was rejected, not being agreeable to the directions of the 
ConPention, 

The Enrollment$ of Ca plain Benjamin Nicholson's, Cap- 

tain Zachariah MeCubbin’s, and Captain William Crom- 
well’s, Companies, were presented, and received, as was, 
alsa, Captain James Cox's, 


Mr. Joseph Britton applied for liberty to raise a Com- 
pany of Minute-Men; which was granted, 


The Comnjittee then agreed to meet every Monday 
mopning, «t ten o’clock. 

Ata meeting of the Committee, on Monday, October 
16, L775: 

Progent; Samuel Purvitheo, Jun., Chaiiman, William Lux, T, Hare 
vison, John Moale, Janos Calhoun, Willian Buchanan, Jolin, Smith, 
Androw Buchanan, Robert Alosander, Isaac Grist, Thomis Gat, 
Thomas Sollors, John EB, Woward, James Gittings, Willy im Asquith, 
Dgrby Lux, Charlos Ridgely, Son of William, Z. MeCubbin, Jun, 

Captain Benjamin Jones, of the Schaoner Resolution, 
from Grenada, and Captain Thomas Kell, of the Schooner 
Dolphin, from the same place, reported their cargoes, sub- 
scrjbad, and swore. 

Captain Andrew Buchanan delivered in to the Com- 
mittee the Enrallment of a Company af Militia ander his 
command, signed agreeable to the Order of the Convention, 
which was reevived. 

Upon motion, Ordered, That a quantity of Powder and 
Lead be delivered to the Captains of tho Companies that 
have enralled agreeable to the Resolves af the late Con- 
vention, equal to half'a pound of Powder and two pounds 
of Lead, for each man in the Company, and that the same 
be, made up into Gartridges, and returned to, the several 
Captains,to be by them safely kept, and delivered out to 
the different men in such quantities, and on such occasions, 
as they, in their discretion, shall think fit. 

Resolved, That the Privates of each Company produce 
to their several Captains on each day of miustering, the 
numbed of Carurfdges and Balls delivered to them, and, on 
default, are to pay one Shilling for each and overy Car- 
tridge wanting of the quantity delivered out. 

A trac copy from the Minutes. 

Attested by: Groner Lux, Secretary, 


The Committce mot at the Court-Houso, Monday, Oc- 
tober 23, 1775: 

Prosont : Samuol Purvianes, Jun, Chaiiman, John Moale, John Smith, 
Jamoy Calhonn, Wiliam Aomith, Benjamin Grifith, John EB, How- 
ard, lauae Grist, Williant Willcinson, ‘thomas Iarrison, Waltor ‘Pol. 
loy, Jun, ‘I. Sollets, Jahn Cradock, 

Mr. Marke Alexander having applied to the Committee 
and informed them of his intention to send out a vessel to 
the Mest-Indies, for a cargo of coarse Salt, and desired to 
know the opinion of the Committee, whether the regula- 
tion of the price of British Salt, hitherto mado, should be 
extended to coarse Salt, or whether the importers thereof 
should be left at liberty to dispose of it as they pleased, 
the Committee are unanimously of opinion that they ought 
nat to jnterfere in regulating the prices of such coarse 
Salt as may be impoyted, 

The Enrdilment of Captain Thomas Rutter’s Company 
was presented by Mr, John Ei, Howard, and accepted. 

"* Attested: 2” Gronaz Lux, Secretary. 


. 
2 —~ 


Te Committee met at the Court-House, Monday, Oc- 


tober 80, 1775: Prosent, Mr. Samuel Purviance, Jun., 
Chairman, and eleven Mgmbers. 
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mittees of Observation to” return the Enrollments of the: 
Militia in the differance Counties : 

Ordered, That the several Companies whose Enroll 
ments are not returned to the Committee, be forthwith re- 
turned, with Certificates of the choice of Officers, that the 
same may be transmitted to the Couneil of Safety. 


The Enrollments of Captains Benjamin Nicholson and 
James Bosley, Jun., Companies were delivered ter the 
Committee, and accepted, 

A copy attested by: Geoner Lux, Secreéary. 


The Committee met at the Court-[louse, Monday, No- 
vember 6, 1775: 

Presont: Samual Purvinnce, Chairman, William Lux, Robort Alexan- 
dor, John Moale, James Cilhoun, John Smith, Thomas Sollers, 
Joremiah Townley Chase, Benjimin Griffiths, John E, Toward, Issac 
Grist, Wilhom Buchanan, ‘Thomas furrison, John Boyd, Charles 
Riagely, of Willinm, Aliuham Britton, Andrew Buchanan. 

The following Letter was laid before the Committee: 

« Mondny 23 1775, 

Genviemen: This day I came down to give my An- 
swer agrecable to Province) I dont chuse to Act as a 
Committee man my fist Reason is That my Appoint- 
meot was anly by fifty or sixty secondly the Polls were not 
Closed agreeable to the Resolve of the Convention, Thirdly 
as T am well Convinced the former Committee broke the 
Convention Resolve in Regard to the purchase of Powder, 
and some of them sold their Goods for moie than Resolved 
by the Convention, and as some of thoso Genilemen-are 
now ou the Committec; and whenever 1 altended I al- 
ways found a Majority of the Committee then attending 
for looking over the Advantages taken of nine Tenths of 
tho Inhabitants of this County if ever I was to be appointed 
a Committeo man 1 should chuse to act on Oath and that 
every one should who acted with me. N, B. I desiie my 
Reasons may be Recorded, 

“Tam Genin, yrs. &o., Cuas, Ripexny. 
“To the Gentlemen setting as Committee men for Balti- 

more County.” 

Upon motion, Ordered, That the above Letter be 
(aneeable to Captain Ridgely’s request) recorded verba- 
tim and fiteratim, and so published in the Badtimore Pa- 
pers. 

The Retailers of British Salt haying advanced the price 
beyond the limits formerly allowed by this Committee, and 
it having occasioned a great murmuring among the people, 
the Committee, therefore, are induced to take the same 
into consideration, and, alter allowing a storage and loss of 
measure equal to so bulky and wasting a commodity, do 
jeaneneal it to the venders not to sell the same ghove 
the rate of four Shillings per bushel. 

A copy: Groner Lox, Secretary. 


At a meeting of the Committee, Monday, November 18, 
1775; Were present, Samuel Purviance, Chairman, and 
fourteen Members, 

Tho Committee, at their last meeting, having recom- 
mended it to the Retailers of British Salt not to sell the 
same for more than four Shillings per bushel, do now give 
notice, that ifany higher price has since beag given, the 
purchasers are desired to call on those from whom they 
have bought for the overplus, and if i refuse to 
refund, then to complain to the Committ: 

* Who do Resolve, That if any sellers refuse to comply 
with the requisition, they shall be immediately published 
as enemies to their country. ie 

The following is a List of the Candidates voted for at 
the Wiection held at Baltimore Town, on the 12th Sep- 
tember, and continued open for twelve days, which is pub- 
lished by order of the Committees: 





tanti j ini i John Moilo, P.G,, - «124 GC. Ridgoly, Son of Wim, 94 
Applisation being oe to know te ae ae Jeremiah 'F: Chase, P.C, 110 ‘Waltor'Tulloy,Je., P. On 88 
Committge, whether the regulation of the price of British | Samos Calhoun, - - - 110 Darby Lux,- » sa > 87 
Salt, hitherto made, should extend to coarse Salt, or whe- Bonj. Nicholson, P ane oa Cooker, ae wa 8 
. ‘ 's* ther jbey ig Thomas Solle.s, am Sinith, - . « 
ther the impomters thereof should be left at liberty to dis Tres Rackenan, 2 2101 William Buchenan, <2 83 
pose of it as they please, the Committee are unanimously Join Gradock, - - > - 98  WilliamLux, - - 4 + 88 
“of opiniog that they ought not to interfere in regulating the James Gittings ete Ha John Boyd, wee a 
Pai i Robert Cy = ohn Smith, - - - « 
pvioe of such coarse Salt as may be imported. Zamuol Parviancs, -'. 92%, MeCubbin jun, = - 80 
The Council of Safety having directed the several Com- — William Wilkinson, - - 92 Captain Charles Ridgely, 79 
#ounru Sunies,—Vor. iv, 109 ; 
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Thomas [arrigon}« » « 77  Jéhn Forster, - « - - 20 
Ronjamin Griflith, - - 77 Jem Hoel, - . « - 20 
Willian Randal, . - + 72 Mark Alékandor, - - - 20 
Thomas Gist, Son, - « 71 Woiculos Courtonuy,- - 19 
Stophen Cromwoll, - - 68 Absalom Price, + - - 19 
Isane Gust,. « - «= * 66 Robert Moore,- « « + 19 
N.C, Deyo. + - + + G6 Archibald Buchanan,. - 18 
Mordecai Giat,- - - - 66 © Abraham Yanbibbor,- - 18 
J. Stevenson, - - « » 65 "Thomas Johnsen, - « - 17 
Ezekiel Towson, - - - 62 Nathun Cromwell, . + 17 
Jowminh Johnson, - - 59 John Bilisott, - . . - 16 
William Asquith, . - - 56 Maybary Helms. - - 16 
John Ragor Howard, ~ 55 Nothan Sth, . + - 15 
Googe Itistoru, « - + Sb William Spoay, « - + 15 
Abraham Britton,. - - 52 Walter Tolley, Sen., - - 14 
Joshua Brown,- « - + 13 
Charles Ridgely, of John, 50  Daniol Hughes, - - - 13 
Richard Cromivell, - - 48  Jamos Sterrett,- - - - 13 
Googe Lindonberger, « 47 Barnet Vichelborgor,- - 11 
Monry Stevenson,~ - + 46 — Josso Bussy, + - + UL 
John Merryman, - - - 46 Philp Rogora,. . + - 9 
David McLellan, - - « 46 Sum’'l Owings, of Sam'l, 9 
Thomas Rotter, - + - 46 Dayid Shields, - - - 9 
Nicholas Button,~ - - 45 Rezm Hummond,- « - 8 
Micajah Merryimon, - - 43 Bonjamm Tove. woe 7 
John Robot Holliday, - 39  G, Goldsmith Prosbury,. 6 
Goorge Woolsey, - * - 37 J, Gorsuch, of ‘thomas, - 5 
Bonjamin Buck, - + - 37 Januc Vanlnbbor, - + ~ 5 
James Cox,. - + + + Sb Thomas Jonog,- - - « 5 
Williom Goodwin, + - 34 Job Garrotsony. - + - 5 
Richard Richards, + - 33 > John Douyor, - - . - 4 
Sarnuel Woithington, ~. 33 William Cromwell, . - 4 
Nicholas Morryman,- . 33 =WahamTynch, - . + 4 
Josius Bowen, - - + - 33 RoWort Cummins, - - - 3 
Richard Johna, - + - 3b Benjamin Laurence, - - 3 
Richard Lommon, + - 28  Josoph Cromwoll,« . - 2 
Jolin Sterrett, - - < » 27 Amon Bullory, - - « - 2 
Joshua Stevenson, + ~ 25 Gerrard Hopkins, « - - 2 
Wilham Gulbratth, - + 25 homusIdoyd, . - - 2 
Jamos Edwaits, = « «Qt John Muakoy,. . - - t 
John McLellan, - - ~ 23 Sbadrach Murray, - + 1 
Brit. Dickonaon, « - - 22  Robort Pnrylunce,- - = 1 
James Bosley, « - + - 2b  Willinm Noill,~ - « - 1 
Thomns I'odd,- - - - 21  Chailes Gorauch,. - - 1 
Gist Vuughun, - - - - 20 


The following are the persons voted for as Provincial 
Delegates: : 


Robert Aloxander,- - + 13L William Lux, - - . - 4 
Bonjanun Nicholeon,- - 126 Simuol Worthington, - 4 
John Moilo, - - - + 112 Thomas Gist,Sen, - - 3 
Waitor ‘Tolley, Jun. ~ - 98  Sunucl Owings, . - - 3 
Joromiah Townley Chaso, 87 James Gitlings, . - - 2 

Goorga Risteau, - - - 2 
Captain Charlos Ridgoly, 76 John Boyd,- - - + » 2 
Phomua Gockoy Doya, - 68  Jorominh Johnson, ~ - 1 
‘Thomas Warrison,. . . Gt James Calhoun, - - + 1 
William Smith, - - ~« 54 John 'Toofor, . - - - 21 
Andrew Buchanan, - . 23° Cuptain Galbraith, . - 1 
Samuol Purvianco, - . 21 Captain Howell, . + - 1 
William Buchanan, - - 15 — Charlos Ridgoly, of John, 1 
John Cradock,- - - - 8 Rozin Hammond. . - 1 
Darby Lux,. - - - + 8 ‘Thomas Chas, - . - 1 
John Smith, -« - - - 7 


The Continental Congress having recommended that 
adventures be made for procuring Arms and Ammunition, 
and it being necessary that a particular Committee be ap- 
pointed to superintend the loading : 

Resolved, That Messrs, Samuel Purviance, John Smith, 
William Buchanan, Benjamin Grifith, Isaac Grist, Tho- 
mas Gist, Sen., apd Darby Lux, be a Committee for that 
purpose, and that they be on oath to koep their proceed- 
ings secret. 


A copy attested by: Georar Lox, Secretary, 


At a meeting of the Committeo, on Monday, November 
20, 1715: 

Present: John Moalo, Chairman, pro tompore, John Sinith, Jamos Cal- 
houn, WiWliam@7ilkinson, Charles Ridgely, of William, Abraham 
Britton, Zacha®ta MoCubbin, Jun, William Buchanan, Robort 
Alexandor, Isaac Grist, John £, Howmd, Thomas Gist, Bonjamit 
Griffith, 

The Committee appoint Robert Alexander, Esq., to 
réseive from the Western-Shore Branch of the Council 
of Safety, the sum of four hundred and twelve Pounds fif- 
teen Shillings, being the sum subscribed for Arms, Ammu- 
nition, &c., actually laid out and expended, 

Upon motion, Resolved, That it is the opinion of this 
Committee that such persons as have quantities of Salt by 
them, ought to retail the same immediately, notwithstand-, 
ing any verbal contract or other agreement before made for , 
it; and it is further the opinion of the Committos, that all 
persons, holding quantities of Salt, aud refusing to retail 
the same as,aforesaid, ought to be published, and looked 
upon as enemies to the liberties of America, 

Ordered, That the same be published. 
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. 
Messrs. Isaac Grist, Zaghariah McCubbin, William 

Wilkinson, and Beyjamin Griffith, or any three of them, 

are appointed a Commitice to exfinine the several Ware- 

houses where they susysect British Salt is stored, aud im- 

mediately report the quantitics to ghe President, or Vice- 

President of this Committee. 
A copy attested by: 





Gronar Lux, Secretary. ¢ 
t 

Ata meeting of tho Committee, November 27, WI75: * 
Prosont  Samuol Purvianee, Chairman, Jolin Moule, Jotin Boyd, 

John Smith, Diaby Lux, Robert Alexandor, W. Wilkingon, William 

Buchanan, Benjamin Grifith, W. Asquith, James Cuthoun, Isaac 

Grist, Thomas Solhais. 

Application boing made to this Committee by Mr. Yoshue 
Hilton, to load his Sloop with Flour, &., for New-Eng- 
land, saying that they were in great want of such Provi- 
sions, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Correspondence do 
immediately write to the New-England Delegates to know 
whether Provisions aro really scarce v“thoso Colonies, 

A copy from the Minutes: 

Groran Lux, Secretary, 

N. B. David McMechen attended at the meetings of 
the Committee from November 6 to December 18, inclu- 
sive, George Lux being absent out of Town. 


Ata meeting of the Commitice, December 4, 1775: 


Presont: Samuel Purvianco, Jun, Chairman, John Moale, John Boyd, 
Mordesni Gist, ‘T. Gist, John Sinith, Liane Grist, Duby Lux, Tho. 
mas Sollora, William Buchanan, Bonjanin Grifith, Willian Asquith, 
Churles Ridgoly, of William, Junies Calhoun, Gooigo Ristoau, John 
Cradook, Abraham Britton, 

Application having been made to the Committee by 
Lawrence Callohoun and Robert Clarie, for liberty to wans- 
port to Amnapolis, by water, some Beef and Sheep for the 
use of the inhabituts of that city during the sitting of the 
Convention, a certificate was granted for cight quarters of 
Beef and twelve Sheop to tho said Callohoun anf Clark, 
to transport the same, they, and the skipper of the bdat, 
making oath that they will land the samé at Aanapolis, 
and procure a certificate of such landing from the Com- 
mittee of that place, to be returned to this Commitico at a 
future meeting. , ae 


The Committee having received from The Committeo of 
Philadelphia, 9 Lotter from Daniel Chamier, lisq., Come 
missary of Stores at Boston, with a Commission and other 
papers directed for Jtobert Long, appointing him Prevent- 
ive Officer, Weigher, and Guager, for Baltimore Town; 
on consideration thereof, : 

Tt was Resolved, To transit the said Commission and 
Papers to the Convention at Annapolis, to know thoir 
opinion whether the snid Comunission should be delivered 
to the said Robert Long’, 

Ordered, That the, copies of the Enrollments of the 
Militia Companies that have been delivered into the Com- 
mittee, be transmitted to tho Provincial Convontion. 


Tho Committee appointed Mossrs, Samuel Purviance, 
John Boyd, and Darby Lana, to prepare, against Monday 
next, a Memorial, representing to the Convention the ne- 
cessity of fortifying Baltimore, 

Grorex Lux, Secretary. 

Ata meeting of the Committee, Monday, December 1, 

1775: % i. 

Presont: William Lux, Chairman, John Smith, Thopias Gist, [sano 
Grist, Willlam Buchanan, Witliam Wilkinson, Abraham Britton, 
John E. Howard, Benjamin Griffith, William Aequith, Jamos Cul- 
houn, Thomas Sollers, John Boyd, * ", ft 
The following is a copy of a Letter fiom the Massa- 

chusetts-Bay Delegates in Congress to this Committge, on 

the subject of shipping Flour to the New-Zingland Go- 
vernmonts : : 






“Phtledotphia, Docombor ‘4, 1776. 

“Sin: We acknowledge the receipt Sf yom letter of 
the 27th November, wrote by order of your Gommitiee, 
upon the ated of permits for shipping provisions to New- 
England. Su reply to which, we observe? that the New- 
England Colonies stand conStantly in need of supplies of 
bread, flour, and corn, from your country, moretespecially 
tho Colony ofthe Massachusetts-Bay, where the Coisti- 


nental Army are now fixed. The exportation of the Nahe : 
f 


‘ea 


« 


e ? a 
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cles hefore-mentianed ought go be under a very strict regu- 
lation, to prevent any misapplication pf what may be in- 
tended for our friends thre. We submit it to your consi- 
deration, whether it would not be advisable to require either 
a certificate from some, Committee of Inspection in those 
Governments, and, where such certificate cannot be con ve- 
niently obtainod, and tho people applying for such pernits 
are residents of WNew-Lngland, or of your Colony, to 
> requirg the shipper, or the master of the vessel in which 
the prayisions are to be exported, to give bond that they 
shall be landed or delivered to our friends in those Gavern- 
ments, and to oblige the master to make oath, that he will 
use his best endeavours, that they shall be so landed and 
delivoved. 
<¢ We are, With great respect, your most humble servants, 
. , “Joun Hancock, 
“Tomas Cusine, 
“Samucn Apams, 
: “Joun Apams. 
“To Samuel Purddince, Jun.” 


Mr. Mark Alexander having applied to the Committee 
for liberty to load the Sloop Grampus, John Brackett, 
master, with Provision for the use of the Colonies, to Zas- 
sachusetts-Bay, the same was granted, on his entering in a 
bond with said master in double of the value of the cargo, 
that he will land the same, and produce a certificate 
thereof from a Committee of the port where it was landed, 
to this Committee, and that the usual Oath be taken by 
them. 


Mr. Marke Alowander, on bohalf of George Welsh and 
Elisha Thatcher, made application for permission to load 
the Schooner Pegyy, John Lathrop, master, for the same 
parts ag above; which was granted on the above condition. 


Messrs. John Philpot and Filliam Sterrett were sum- 
moned to appear before this Committee, to give informa- 
tion agqinst Mr. Sumued Carson, Sen., merchant in Phila 
se for speakirts disrespectfully of this Committee. 
They cpiearea necordingly, and declared that they were 
in company with Mr, Carson, in Philadelphia, and heard 
him say, ‘he bad been informed while he was at Balti- 
more, that a quantity of Tea had been imported at Baltt- 
more, and that hy'was informed it was nut to be now pro- 
ducedpand that®a parcel of Handkerchiefs had come to 
Baltimore, which had been directed to bo destroyed, and 
that only about a dozen had been burnt, and the remainder 
secreted and sold.” » 

The Committee, looking on it as an imputation on their’ 
character, directed the Committee of Correspondence to 
write to the Committee of Correspondence at Philadel- 
phia, to desive Mr. Carson to produce his author. 

The ame information was given by Messrs, Carvel [all 
and Aquila Hall, of Haxford County, respecting Mr. 
Carson. 

A copy from the Minutes, 


Attested by: Gronon Lux, Secretary. 


The Committee met, Monday, Decomber 18, 1775: 


Proaont: Sumucl Puiviunco, Chairman, Robert Aloxandor, William 
Buchanan, ‘Chomas {[arrison, Benjamin Nicholson, Darby Lnx, 
Isnue Grist, John Smith, Thomas Gist, Bonjumin Gniflith, Joha Cra. 
dock, William Wilkingon, William Aequith, John E. Woward, Tho. 


mas Sollors, 


Captain William McNeil, of the Sloop Ranger, from 
Turk’s' Island, and gddvessed to Abraham Vanbibber, re- 
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and Captain Nathaniel Smith is ordered to take away their 
sails, and keep them stored til] further orders from the 
Committec. 

Mr. Richard Taylor came, and reported his cargo, 
which he imported in Captain Isaac Vanbibber, and oftered 
to take the Oath, which was accepted as satisfactory. 


The Committee having taken into consideration the de~ 
fenceless state of Baltimore, and the dangers to which it is, 
in its present state, exposed, came to a resolution, that until 
some other measure be taken for the defence of the Town, 
by the Convention or Council of Safety, the Guns which 
aie in Town be cleaned and put in order for service, and 
that proper Carriages for mounting the same be immedi- 
ately procured to be made. 

Ordered, That Messrs. William Buchanan, Jesse Hol- 
lingsworth, Isaac Grist, and Benjamin Griffith, give direc- 
tions for cleaning the said Guns, and making suitable Car- 
riages for them. 

Ordered, That a Pilot-Boat be immediately stationed 
at Whetstone-Point ; that the said Boat be armed with two 
swivel Guns and six Muskets, and manned with six men ; 
that the Oflicer commanding the Boat bring to all vessels, 
and that he do not permit any vessel to sail out without a 
permit in writing, signed by three Members of this Com- 
mitieo, which number will attend every morning from ten 
to twelve o’clock, (Stadays excepted,) where all masters 
of vessels must repair immediately after their arrival, and 
report their cargo, &c., and they must bring certificates 
from some Committee, Council of Safety, or Provitminl 
Convention. 

Ordered, That the following Resolve of the Provincial 
Convention be entered in the Minutes: 

“fn Provinciul Convention, Docombor 11, 1775, 

“Resolved, That no Boat, or other Vessel, belonging to 
this Province, go out of this Province without a License in 
writing fiom this Convention, the Council of Salety here- 
after to be appointed, or from somo Committee of Obser- 
yation, in which the particular place such Vessel or Boat 
shall be designed to go to, shall be expressed in all Licenses 
granted by the Committees of Observation, And if any 
such Boat or Vessel shall be navigated beyond the limits 
of this Province without such License, or if, after having 
obtained such License, the skipper thereof shall, without 
absolute and inevitable necessity, go to, or touch at, any 
place out of this Province, other than that mentioned in 
such Licence, or shall carry any person or Letter, of which 
he shall not give previous notice to such Committee, or shall 
bring back any person or Letter, of which he shall not give 
notice to some Conmittce of Observation, as soon as may 
be after his return, such skipper, and all other persons ac~ 
cessary to such misbehaviour, may be ae by impri- 
sonment; but it is understood that this Resolution ts not to 
prohibit crossing Potomack, although the Boats or Vessels 
employed or used therofor should go up the ereeks or 
arms of Potomack-River making into Virginia, or to pro- 
hibit the passing and repassing at the Ferry on Pocomole- 
River. : 

“Signed by order: “G, Duvate, Cleric.” 


Messrs. Isaac Grist, Benjamin Griffith, and George 
Woolsey, or any two of them, are appointed to hire and 
contract for the said Boat. ° 


The Committee, considering the peculigr situation of the 
Vessels arming if this Port, and the necow@lty that the same 


ported his gargo, subscribed, and took the Oath in such yshould be kept as private as possible, 


cages required, with tu exception of fifteen hogshends 
Molagses, which weyes imported from Grenada, and_ are 
ordered to be store under the inspection of Mr. Isaac 
Grist, whi isto keep the key, and in case Captain Mc- 
Neil*departg the Province, he engages to export the Mo- 
lasses, ot in same other measure dispose of it agreeable to 
the Conmittec: 


4 . 
Captain Jacab Small, of, the Sloop Rosannah, from 


Ordered, That where sufficient reasons appear to the 
Committee, that the permission to the Vessels trading in 
this Bay will be productive of any ill consequence, ih such 
case the Committee detain such Vessel, or Vessols, from 
sailing. 

A copy: Georas Lux, Secretary. 


At a meeting of the Commitee, Tuesday, December 
* 


Barbagogs,synd addressed to Mr. Thomas. McCobb, re-, 49 4975; 
5 ; 


ported his cargo, subscribed, and swore; and Mr. MeCobb 

ig desired to atend this Committee at their first meeting 

afier his arrival in Town. * 

4 Captains Join Rogers and Adam Muir, both of Acco- 

ntuck Céunty, in Virginia, having applied for permits, 

they were ordered not to leave this port till further orders ; 
é 


* 


Prosont: Samuel Purvianco, Jun., Chairman, ‘Thomas [nrrison, Wil. 
liam Buchanan, John Smith, Isauo Grist, Benjamin Griffith, Wil- 
liam Asquith, James Calhoun, John Boyd, ‘ 

The Committee, considering the danger that might atise 
hy too extensive a liberty being granted to Vessels passing 
and repassing to and from this Port, : 
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Do Resolve, That no Vessel Wwhategor be permitted to 

proceed fram this Port, except upon peblick business, fur- 

ther than the River Patucent, on the Western-Shore, and 

the River of Great-Choptanic, on the Eastern- Shore, till 
the Vessels now arming in this Port be ready to sail. 


The following Oath was appointed to be taken by all 
Masters of Vessels to and from this Port: 

“You A, B., do solemnly make oath, upon the Holy 
Evanyels of Almighty God, that the manifest now given 
in is a trae account of the goods taken in on board your 
vessel; that you will not proceed with the vessel now 
under your command, during the present trip, any lower 
down the bay than Patuvent, on the MWestern, or Great- 
Choptank, on the Eastern-Shore, nor dispose or sell any 
of the goods now shipped on board your vessel, to any 
person who, you suspect, may carry the same to Lord 
Dunmore, the British vessels-of-war, or to any other per- 
sons whatever, with design of conveying such letters or 
intelligence.” 

A true copy from the Minutes: 

Groner Lux, Clerk. 


Ata meeting of the Committee, Baltimore, December 
26,1775: 

Prosont; Samuol Purviance, Chairman, William Lux, Isaue Grist, 
Thamaa Gist, William Buchanan, Benjamin Griffith, James Calhoun, 
Wilham Asquith, ‘Thomas Solleis, John Smith, John Boyd, 

The Committee, taking into consideration the severity 
of the weather, and the particular hardships arising from 
detaining Vessels agreeable to the Resolves of this Com- 
mittee, ron the 19th instant, 

Do Jtesolve, That the said Resolvo be rescinded. 

The Oath appointed on Zuesday last to be taken by all 
Masters of Vessels to whom Permits for leaving this Port 
aro granted, was cancelled, and the following substituted 
in its stead : 

Oath.— You A. B., do make oath, that the manifest 
now given in is a just and truc account of the goods taken 
in, or intended to be taken on board your vessel ; that you 
will not dispose of or sell any of the goods now shipped on 
bogrd your vessel, to. any person, or persons, who, you 
have reason to suspect, will carry the same to Lord Dua- 
more, or any British vessel-of-war, nor will convey any 
passengers, letters, or intelligence, to Lord Dunmore, the 
British vessels-of-war, or to any other person whatsoever, 
with design of conveying such letters or intelligence.” 


The following is a copy of the Permission from the 
Continental Congress to Jonathan Iludson: 


“Tn Congress, Decombor 11, 1775. 
©The Committee, to whom the Petition of Jonathan 
Ehudson was referred, reported their opinion in certain 
Resolutions, which boing 1ead, were agreed to, as follows : 

“Resolved, That so much of said Petition as prays for 
permission to export the said Cargo to any place, other 
than the Islands of Great Britain, Ireland, Jersey, Guern- 
sey, Sarle, Alderney, or Man, or the Wost-India Islands, 
is reasonable. 

“Resolved, 'That so much of said Potition as prays for 
further permission, is unreasonable. 

“Resolved, That the said Petitioner give Bond, with 
sufficient steurity, to the Chairman of the Committee of 
the Town of Baltimore, under a penalty of double the va- 
Jue of the said@eargo, to export the sard Cargo to some 
place, other that ‘the said Islands of Great Britain, Ireland, 
Jersey, Guernsey, Sark, Alderney, Man, and the Islands 
of the Mest-Jndtes, and within six months after the said 
eRportation, to produce to the said Chairman a certiGcate of 
the Port to which the said Cargo shall have been shipped, 
authenticated under the hands of two merchants of known 
character and reputation, residing in the same Port, and 
that on executing such Bond, tho said Chairman sign a 
Permit to the said Petitioner, allowing him to export the 
said Cargo. 

« Extract from the Minutes; bs 

“Cuanues Txomson, Secretary.” 


Upon. motion, Ordered, by this Committee, That Mr. 
George England, the Doorkeeper, be allowed five Pounds 
for his attendance since March till this time, and that the 
same /be paid out of the Moneys remaining in the hands of 
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. 
Mr, Calhoun, and that the @hairman apply to Mr. Cal- 
houn fur said Money. * ; 

Ordered, That the Armed Bont employed by the Com- 
mittee for preventing the departure of vexsels from this 
Port without permission, be discherged fiom futher ser- 
vico; and that Messrs. Mlliam Lux and Samuel Purvi- 
ance, Jun., pay Captain Zlanson, for thy hire of said Béat 
and hands for the time they lave been employed; the 


Committee agreeing that if the said charge is not atlowed™ 


by the publick in the Accounts of the Armed Vessels now 
fitting out, the said Account shall be paid to them out of 
the Moneys in Mr. Calhoun’s bands. 

Guonan Lux, Seergfary, 


aa r ate 


° 
Ata meeting of the Committee, January 1,1776:° 
Prosont: Samuel Paevianee, Jun, Chabman, William Buchanan, hoe 

mas Huron, Johy & Howard, Jamos Calhoun, Thomas Sollois, 

William Asquith, Joh Sonth, Jolin Boyd, Isnac Grist, 

Upon motion, MResolved, ‘That Adam Muir, of Acco- 
mack County, bo furnished with a Permit to leave this 
Port. 

A Petition from Milllam Jacobs, of Iedl’s Point, Sail 
maker, was then laid before ie Couunittes, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

A copy from the Minutes: 

Gronan Lux, Secretary, 


Ata meeting of the Committee, January 8, V776; 
Present: John Smith, Chatman, pro tom, ‘Thonias Tacison, Willian 

Buchanan, Charles Ridgoly, of Willinm, William Wilkinson, hos 

maa Sollora, William Asquith, Jolin Cradoelt, James Calhoun, Bons 

jamin Giiflith, John is, Townid, Abratam Bitton, John Cockey, 

Darby Lux, Iyuao Grisly Thoman Gist, Dayid MeMovhen, Sucia+ 

tary. 

Application being mado by Sapiin Rutter for the Pow- 
der and Lead, agreeable to the Resolve of the 16th Oc- 
tober, to be delivered out to the Campanies agrecable to 
the Resolves of the Provincial Convention, Captain Rue 
chanan was desired to deliver it. : 


The Committee taking into consideration the following 
Resolve of the Provincial Convention, via: , 
In Pyorinoial Convention, Annapdlts. January 6, 1776, 
“Resolved, That the soveral Commiflees of @bsorva- 
tion purchase the whole of the quantity of Sulphur in their 
respective Counties, provided it can be had at six pence, 
per pound, and that they transmit the same, with an account 
thereof, as soon as may be, to Messrs, /Villiam Lue and Da- 
mel Bowly, of Baltimore County, and that the Committees 
of Observation be cmpowared to draw on the Treasurer of 
their respective Shores for so many of the Bills of Credit 
of this Provinco as may be wanted, as well for the par- 
poses aforesaid, as for any expense to be incurred in re- 
moving the Sulphur to Baldmore own, 
rite fy WiTel v H . 
Extract from the Minutes: , G. Dovasts, Clerk.” 


Baltimoro, Novombor 10, 1775. 
Permission is granted to Mr, TPilliam Neil, Morchant, 
of Baltimore, to export to the forcign MWest-Jndics, four 
hondied and one barrels Flour, twenty-four barrels Bread, 
and two thousand Staves, the said Milam Neill having 
agreed to lay out the produce of the same in the purchase 
of Arms, Ammunition, Lead, Sulphur, or Saltpetre, if to 
he had, which articles, (if imported,) are to be first offeyed 
to the Couneil of Safety of this Proyince; but_ifthe said 
articles cannot be procured, then the said William Neill 
agrees to import Dutch Osnaburghs, low priced Linens, 
coarse Woollens, Drugs, or Saltythe same not boiag the 
manufacinre or produce of Great Britain ov Ireland. 
Testis: Ronnrv Avykaypun, 
Upon motion, Resolved, That no person ghall, aftar the 
publication hereof, ond under nny pretence or direction 
whatever, presume to load ary Vessol,"dr, after being 
loaded, shall attempt to depart this Poyt without proper 
Permits from this Committee, as they shalh Angier to the 
contrary. ean * ‘ 
Ordered, That the above be publislied én the Papera, 
e . 


Ata meeting of the Committee, January 15,°'776; 5° 


Progont: William Lux, Chairman, Thomas Iarrison, Benfianin Ni- 
cholson, William Buchanan, W. Wilkinson, Jolin Sanith, Ipaac Grist, 
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Toln Boyd, Jolin &. Toward, Bopjnnin Griffith, W. Asquith, James 


Calhoun, Thomug Solters, John ‘gekoy. 


Information being laidsbefore the Committee that Cap- 
tnin Horsythe had ‘sailed without frst obtaining a Permit 
from the Committee, Mr. John Cornthwait, the owner of 
the vessel, wa? then sent for, but, as he declared that he 
had always thought Captain Lursythe had such a Permit, 
the offence was overlooked, 

> Information being made to this Committee, that Captain 
Martingof the Brig d’riendship, was loading without any 
Permit being obtained froin the Council of Safety or Pro- 
vineial Convention, 

It is Resolved, That such Vessel be stopped from fur- 
ther lolding until such points are properly cleared, and 
Captain Griséis charged with the execution of this Re- 


solve, Geoxoer Lux, Secretary. 


The Committeerpet, Monday, January 22, 1776: 


Present Smmuct Purvianee, Jun. Charman, William Lax, John 
Smith, Joh Moule, Darby Lux, ‘Thomas Murison, Andrew Bucha- 
nun, Charles Ridgely, of William, A. Britton, William Buchanan, 
James Calhoun, Benjamin Griftith, Thomas Sollers, W. Asquith, 
Tomo Gust, John Boyd, 


Messrs, R. & A. McKim having applied to this Com- 
mitice for liberty to ship a cargo of Provisions to some 
Port of New-England, iw a Sloop lately arrived in_ this 
Port from Nantucket, commandetl by Captain Seth Pad- 
dock, this Committee do permit the said Robert § Alex 
ander McKim to load said vessel, on these express con- 
ditions: That the said Captain Paddock shall not proceed 
in said vessel, and that she shall bo put under the command 
of a muster, who shall be approved of by this Committee, 
the said R. & A, McKim also giving security that the 
said vessel shall not proceed to any port or placg prohi- 
bited by the Resolves of the Congress. 


Mr. ‘Phomas Ewing made application to the Committeo 
for permission to Joad the Schooner John, Daniel Mer- 
chant, masters lately arrived in this Port, for Sadem, in 
New-dngland, with a cargo of Flour and Corn. At the 
sane time, a Certificate from the Committee of Gloucester, 
in New-Ingland, anda Letter fiom Major Richard Carey, 
were producedpavhich being deemed satisfactory, a per~ 
missiom was gratfted to Mr, wing to load said vessel. 


Captain William McNeil applied to the Committee for * 


ermission to take in a cargo of Provisions for New-Lng- 
and, on condition of te shipper of said Provision giving 
sufficient security (hat said Vessel shall not proceed to any 
port or place prohibited by the Resolves of the Continental 
Congress, which application is granted. 

Application being made to the Committee by Mrs. But- 
ton for liborty to carry her Servants, Negroes, and Elouse~ 
hold Furniture, in the Schooner Fanny, for Barbadoes, with 
a sufliciency of Provisions and Water for said voyage, 

Resolved, That she be permitted to depart in said Ves- 
sol, and that she have liberty to take in necessaries sufli- 
cient for suid voyage, an account of which shall be deli- 
vered in by her and the Master of the Vessel, upon oath, 
with an account of what Household furniture she carries, 
and the names and nuinber of the Servants and Negroes 
which she intends to take with her. 


Mr. Abraham Britton having informed the Committee 
that a certain David Thomas, (who lives in hig neighbour- 
hood,)*being several times invited by him to enroll ina 
Company of Militia, and sign the Association, had con- 
stantly refused so to dé; that last Sa¢urday he had apptied 
to thy said David Thamas once more to enroll in the Mili 
tin, which he refusing to do, Mr. Britton asked his reasons 
for it; to%which said Zhomas replied, he was advised by 
sovetal gentJemun in Baltimore Lown not to enroll or sign 
any paper; heing asked for their naines, he answered, by 
George Pricstman. ‘ 

Ordezed, That the said David Thomas be summoned 
to attend the Cdmmitice at thelr meeting on Monday next, 
ay ee As Gronce Lux, Secretary. 
« : o ; 

a) s 
The Committee met, Monday, January 29, 1776 :, 


Ryesont: Samuel Pugvianco, Jun,, Chairman, William Lux, Jolin 
Mom, John Smith, John Boyd, Thomas Horrison, William Bucha- 
nan, Willi Wilkinson, Charles Ridgely, of William, J, T’, Chase, 
s - 


’ 
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Thontis Sotlosys, Isnae Grist? A. Britton, James Calhoun, Benjamin 

Griflith, W. AsquithtJohn Cockey. 
ae a > 
A Petition from numbers of the Shoemakers of Balti- 
more Town was laid before the Committee, who consider it 
as not within their department ; therefore, they recommend 


it to the subscribers to accommodate matters with their 
journeymen. 


Upon motion, Resolved, wranimously, That Messrs. 
Samuel Purviance, Isaae Grist, Benjamin Griffith, Wile 
liam Buchanan, and Thomas Harrison, be a Comniittes 
to devise and point out to the Council of Safety the best 
modes for fortifying and defending Baltimore Town, and 
to make out an Estimate of the expenses of enc). 


Information being lodged against Mr. James Moore, of 
Gunpowder, for relusing to take Money issued by the Pro- 
vincial Convention, tendered to him by Mr. Nathaniel 
Britton, 

Resolved, That Messrs, Moore and Britton be sum- 
moned to attend on Aonday next, 

Groner Lux, Seeretary, 


The Committee met, Monday, February 5, 1776; 


Present: Sumuel Porviance, Jun, Chairman, William Lux, John 
Smith, John Moule, Isaac Grist, Welham Buchnnon, Andiew Bu- 
chansn, Thomas Harrison, Charles Ridgoly, of William, Jeremiah 
T. Chaso, ‘Thomas Gist, 'Mhoinas Sollers, Abraliam Britton, John EB. 
Howard, James Calhoun, Witham Asquith, Betijamin Griffith, 
George Lux, Secretary. 

Mr. John Moale produced, in cash, four hundred and 
twelve Pounds fifteen Shillings, which sum he received 
: : : . - 
rons the ‘Treasurer of the Western-Shore, being so much 
allowed this Committee by order of the Convention, to re 
pay the Subscribers for the purchase of Arms aud Ammu- 
nition, out of which the following sums were paid to the 
following tt se viz: 


To William Spear,- - - - £112 5 0 
To Thomas Harrison, - - - - 10 0 0 
Yo Benjamin Grifith,- - - - 14 6 10 
To Alewander Donaldson, - - - 610 0 
‘To John Smith,- - - - ~ - 8 0 0 
To John Egor Howard, - - - 380 0 0 
To Andyew Buchanan,- - - ~ 89 9 6 
To do. for Edward Talbot, - - 23 9 0 
To do. for James Crovall, - - 19 5 0 
To do. for Jesse Llollingsworth,- 210 0 
To William Lun, - + - - + 18 8 0 
To Black & McConnell, - - »« 29 8 
To Thomas Usher, - ~ - - - 11 9 11 
To Walter Roc,- - - ~ » = 20 0 
To Philip Graybill,- ~ - - - 812 4 
To Breduts & Russell, - - - 3 5 10 


Mr, Andrew Buchanan produced his accourt of Money 
paid for Powder and Lead, on which a balance of ten Shil- 
lings and six Pence remained due from him, which he paid 
in, 

Captain William Chase, of the Sloop John, applied for 
permission to foad said Sloop for Jthode-Jsfand, or Dart- 
mouth-Bay ; which was granted him, on William Spear 
and Benjamin Grifith becoming security. 


Captain /illiam Johnson, of the Schooner. . . . , ap- 
plied for liberty to load said vessel with Flour for Northamp- 
ton County, in Virginia, which was refused, a8 he brought 
no certificate from their Committee, and it does not appear 
that any Troops are ordered to that C&haty, which was 


, the reason assigned, in a Letter to Lue y" Bowly, for send- 


ing for the Flour, but as it appears that he has bought half 
a ton of Iron, he,is permitted to carly it down, on report- 
ing bis cargo as heretofore agreed on. ‘ iad 

Mr. John Moafe is unanimously elected Treasurer, and 
the balance of sixty-two Pounds nine Shillings and ten 
Pence, was paid into his bands. + 


Upon motion, Resolved, That the permission granted to 
Messis. Robert §& Alexander McKim on tho 22d ultimo, 
‘be cancelled, as it appears to this Committees that they 


* have not concluded any bargain with Captain Paddock, 


A copy of this Resolve is ordered to bo delivered to 
Messrs. McKims by the Secretary, < 
Messrs. Lux & Bowly baving produced a Ceilificate 
from the Convention to export the Produce of this Pro- 
vince to the amount of one hundred and sixty-eightsPounds 
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fifteen Shillings, and requested® liberty to export the same Mr. James Moore appeared, according to summons, anc 
in Lumber, in the Schooner Resolution, William Wand, Messrs. Nathaniel Britton, Tunis Tints, and Jesse Bus 
master ; which was granted, sey, appeared as evidences agaifist, ail and each of which 

They also produced an Order from the Committee of being sworn, deposef, that Mr. James Moore had re- 
Safety, for shipping one hundred barrels superfine lour in fused to take Bills of Credit oysitted by,tho Provincia 
the Pilot-Boat Chatham, on account of the Province, for Convention, when tendered to him, alleging that he was 
which they obtained permission from the Committee. afiaid they would not pass, else he should have no, objfye- 

Whereas, the Committee appointed at the last meeting tion; and, that the said James Moore liad assorted that he 
to devise and point out the moat cligible modes for Forti- would not pay any tax towards the support of merican 
fying and defending this Town, did, on Saturday last, re- measures, and that he thought all those who had eaken the 
port to Messrs. Samuel Purviance, Jun., William Luz, oaths of allegiance, and mustered when holding a placc 


1739 


John Moale, John Sith, William Buchanan, Isaac Grist, 

John Boyd, Benjamin Griffith, William Asquith, Thomas 

Harrison, and James Calhoun, (Members of this Com- 

mittee, and collected together for this purpose,) that, in 

their opinion, the sum of seven thousand sixty-three Pounds 
six Shillings and eight Pence, was requisite for carrying 
their plan properly into execation ; and the same being te- 
ferred to the Council of Safety, they declarod that they 
were only permitted to expend the sum of six thousand 
two hundred Pounds for placing obstructions in the chan- 
nel, and putting Baltimore Town in a posture of defence, 
if such a scheme should appear to them practicable for such 
asum, As it is of the utmost consequence that this Town 
should be fortified as soon as possible, Messrs. Samuel Pur- 
vtance, William Lux, Andrew Buchanan, John Moale, 

Jeremiah Townley Chase, James Calhoun, Thomas Har- 

vison, Benjamin Griffith, Isaac Grist, John Smith, John 

Boyd, William Asquith, and William Buchanan, acting 

Members of this Committee, did, at the same time, enter 

into bond with the Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas 

Jenifer, Charles Carroll, Banister, James Tilghman, and 

John Hall, Esq., acting Members of the Council of Safety 

of this Province, for the purposes therein mentioned. 

The Committee do, therefore, heartily approve of the 
conduct of the above named gentlemen, and will, if the 
next Convention does not allow a further sum for fortifying 
the Town, cheerfully assist and contribute all in their power 
for so laudable an end, but the gentlemen who entered 
into bond, are considered as solely invested with the powor 
of directing and conducting the purposes for which said 
money was granted, 

At an especial meeting of the Committee, on Thursday, 
February 8, 1176: 

Presont: Samuel Purvianco, Chairman, William Lux, Socrotary pro 
tam, John Smith, Thomas Harrison, William Buchanan, Witham 
Asquith, James Culhoun. 

Captain William Wall applied to this Committeo for 
liberty to load the Sloop... .. , Captain Cofin, with 
Provisions for Rhode-Island ; but as Captain Cofin had 
been before refused by this Committee, and then applied 
to the Congress, who also refused him, the Committee ad- 
here to their former resolution of refusing the said Cofin 
liberty to load in this Port. 

‘ ed 


The Committee met, Monday, February 12, 1776: 
Prosent; Samuol Purvianco, Jun., Chairman, William Lux, John 

Smith, Jolin Boyd, ‘Thomas Gist, Thomas (Innison, William Ba- 

chunan, Benjamm Nicholson, William Wilkinson, ‘homas Sollors, 

John Caokoy, Abraham Britton, James Calhoun, J.-Gittings, Wil- 

liam Asquith, Guorgo Lux, Seoretary, 

Applicaton being made by Captain Daniel Adams, of 
the Schooner Hawke, for liberty to take in a cargo of 
Flour for Bev, or Newburyport, in New-Lngland, it’ 
was granted to him, on his producing a proper (cettificato, 
from the Committee of Beverly, in Essex County, in the 
Massachusetts-Bay, : 
"T'fle following Resolve of the Continental Congress being 
laid hefove this Committee, jt was ordered to be inserted in 
the Minutes of their Proceedings: 

Tn Congress, Octobor 26, 1775. 
“Resolved, That it be recommended to the sevoral Pro- 


under Government, guilty of perjury and rebellion. 

It being represented| by Mr. Gittings, that Jesse Mil- 
Tiams was a material evidence on the occasion, 

It was, Resolved, That the further examination of this 
affiir be postponed until Monday next, Mr. TPilliam*Lua 
being security for Mr, Moore’s attendance. 


Ata meeting of tho Committee, J4nday, February 19, 
1776; 

Presont: Samuol Purviance, Jan,, Chairman, Johm Smith, Jown Boyd, 
Thomas Gist, Churtes Ridgely, of Williun, Thomas (arrigon, An. 
drow Buchanan, John Cockay, Thomas Sollera, William Asquith, 
John Cradock, John £, Howard, 

Permission is granted to Captain Jesse Harding, of the 
Schooner Jenny, to load with Mlour for Falmouth, in New- 
England; also, to the Brig Rogers, addressed to Captoin 
George Woolsey, to load with Produce on the publick 
account. 

In consequence of a Resolve of the Council of Satety, 
the following Advertisement was ordered to bo published : 

“All persons in this County, who are possessed of any 
Avms belonging to the publick, aro hereby directed to de- 
liver tho same to the Committee of Observation at Balti» 
more, as speedily as possible, the Council of Safety having 
ordered them to collect and repair the same, ‘Phe neces- 
sity of av immediate compliance with this requisition, it is 
to be hoped, will induce every one, Who has any of said 
Arms, to attend thereto without delay.” 7 * 

Mis. Button having produced to the Committee an In- 
ventory of her Houschold Goods, Furniture, Provisions, 
Servants, &c., shipped on board the Sahooner Fanny, in 
order to obtain permission for her departure in sajd vessel 
to the Mest-dudies; and it appearing by said Inventory, 
that four hogsheads Spirits, and sixty-nine Rum Hogsheads 
filled with Water, have been put og board said vessel contra- 
ry to the Resolve of the Committee of tho 22d January, 

Resolved, That Mrs, Button be not permitted to export 
the said Spivit or Rum Hogsheuds, and that the Schooner 
Fanny shall not be at liberty to leave this Port without 
further orders, and that Mr. dames Clarke, part owner of 
said Schooner Lanay, pledge his promise to the Commit- 
tee, that said vessel shall not depart this Port without their 
leave being first obtained. 

Mr. Clariee, ayreeable to summons, attended, and pledged 
himself as required. 

Mr. James Moore, agreouble to promise, appeared he- 
fore the Committee, and, (aftor adinitting the veracity of the 
charges exhibited against him in the depositions of Messrs. 
Nathaniel Britton, Jesse Bussey, wid Tunis Titus, taken 
before this Committec,) voluntarily signed the following 
Recantation : 

“ Whereas, I, the subscriber, have unfortunately and én- 
advertently been guilty of actions tending to depreciate the 
currency emitted by the Convention of this €’rovince for 
the express purpose of defending those inestimable privi- 
leges transmitted to us by our ancéStars, and expreseed an 
aversion to pay any taxes for sinking fhe snid currency, and 
otherwise discouraged people from mustering, enrolling, 
and associating, but am now satisfied and cenvinced that 
such conduct is highly unbecoming the duty of an Amert- 
can, and tends immediately to ebstruct the measures cal- 


vineial Assemblies, Conventions, or Councils of Safety, of culated to preserve the liberties of this gountrydrom the 
the United Colonies, to export to the foreign Mest-Indies, , cruel and unyelenting oppressions of the Brtiésh, Miniswy, 
on account and riskof their respective Colonies,as much Pro- do most sincerely acknowledge the ,heinousress of such 
vision, or any other Produce, (except Horned Cattle, Sheep, offence, beg pardon of my countrymen,*and do héreby s9- 
Hogs, and Poultry,) as they may deem necessary for the lemnly engage and promise net (6 be guilty of a like offence 
importation of Arms, Ammunition, Sulphur, and Saltpetre. in future, but to conform to such measures as sill be ad- 

*A true copy from the Minutes: judged necessary by the Continental Congress, or Conven* 
“Cuannes Tomson, Secretary.” tlons of this Province, far the preservation of the rights of 

® 


a 
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America, Asa further atongment for my misconduct, I 
request this acknowledgment te be published, ia hopes it 
may deter others from coaunitting the like offence. Wit- 
ness my, hand, this 19th Lebruary, 4776. 
‘ 9 “Janus Moons.” 
Resulved, That the above is satisfactory. 


4A pplication being made by Mr. Solomon Allen for liberty 
(to load Flour in the Sloop Sarah, Zephaniah Sheperdson, 
Inaster, agrecable to a Certificate from Governour Cooke, 
of Rhodd-Jsland, which he produced to the Committee, 
the permission therein specified was granted, 

Ordered, That My, James Moore’s Recantation, and 
the Reslves of the Conyention of the 4th and 16th Janu- 
arpevespoctingsthe regulations of the Militia and the filling 
up the vacancies that may arise from any Committee-Man’s 
refusing to serve, be published in Handbills, and dispersed 

» about in the different parts of this County, and that Sum- 
mouses be sent to Messrs. Hilliam Smith, Charles Ridgely, 
Thomas, Cockey Diy, John Stevenson, Son of Edward, 
Stephen Cromwell, William Randall, Ezekiel Towson, and 
Jeremiah Johnson, requiring an explicit answer whether 
they will act or not, as they have hitherto neglected to at- 
tend*at the meetings of this Committee. If any of the 
above-nained gentlemen should decline acting as Commit- 
teo-Men, the vacancies occasioned thereby will be filled up 
on Monday, the 4th March, when each and every Member 
of this Committee ia especially required to attend. 

Goran Lox, Secretary. 


Ata meeting of the Committee, February 26, 1776: 


Prosout: Samuol Parvianea, Jan, Chairman, William Lux, Vieo-Chair. 
man, John Moule, John Smith, John Boyd, C, Ridgely, of William, 
William Wilkinson, Williom Buchanan, Benjamin Nicholson, G. 
Histean, William Asquith, Thomas Sollors, John Cockoy, ‘homns 

iat, 


Application being made to the Committee for liberty to 
remove seventy-five chests of the ‘Tea under the care of 
the Commitee to*the Zead-of-Jille, and to remove the 
remaining part#fcicof from the place where it is now stored 
to some other place of security, 

resolved, That Mr. Stewart be es to send se- 
venty-fiva chests of said ‘Ven to the [ead-of- tlic, on con- 
dition of his engteing that the same shiall* be stored under 
the cad of the Committee of Cecil County, and that he 
shall produca a Receipt from said Committee for said 
quantity of Tea. 

Also, Resolved, Tha® Mr, Steroart be permitted to re- 
move the remainder of said Tea to any place in this County 
for the better security thereof, 

Captain Milliam McNeil, of the Sloop Ranger, having 
applied for liberty to depart with said vessel, now loaded 
with Provisions for New-England, agreeable to a pormis- 
sion for that purpose lately granted ; and it appearing that 
the said Captain McNeil hath violated an cngagement 
entered into before this Committee, the 18th day of De- 
cumber, to export fifieen hogaheads Molasses imported by 
him in said vessel from Z'urk’s Island, reported to be the 
growth of a British West-India Island, 

It is, hereupon, Resolved, That the said Captain Me- 
Neil hath behaved very wiworthily, and forfeited the per- 
mission granted for loading said vessel ; but it appearing to 
the Committee that the cargo shipped in said vessel is the 
pypperty of persons unconcerned in Captain McNeil’s mis- 
conduct, It is agreed, that, in case of his engaging to give 
the comutind of saffl vessel toa master approved of by 
this Committee, the said,vesseb shall be permitted to de- 
part with her cargo, onsthe express condition that Captain 
McNeil shall not gorln her. 

Attest: - 


Groner Lux, Secretary. 
a 


Ata meoting of the Committee, March 4, 1776; 


° ° nn * 
Prosont: Samus! Purviance, Yun, Chairman, William Lux, Vico. , 


Chairman, Derbyolux, John Smith, John Boyd, Thomas Gist, John 
Monto, Charles Ridgely, of William, William Buchanan, Andrew 
Bucher, liam Wilkingon, Thomas [atrison, §. Giltings, Wil- 
dia Agquita, George Risteau, John E, Woward, J. Gradock, James 
Prva ‘Thongas Nollers, A. Britton, 
The following Resolve ofthe Continental Congress was 
prdered to be inserted in the Minutes of this Committee : 
oN ® “In Congress, FPebruary 26, 1776, 
“Regolueg, That no Vessel loaded (or Great Britain, 


¢ 
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Jreland, or the British est-Indies, be permitted to sail 
without the fertherjrder of this Congress; and that it be 
recommended to the different Committees of Observation 
and Inspection to see this Resolve be carried into execu- 
tion. 
“ Extract from the Minutes: 
“Cuartes Tomson, Secretary.” 


Tt appearing that the following gentlemen, who yere 
chosen as Committec-Men, had declined to act, viz: 

Me. Thomas Cockey Deye, refused by Letter to the 
Chairman; Mr, William Smith, refused by information to 
the Secretary; Mr. Ezekiel Towson, by information to 
Messrs. Ristcau and Cradock; Mr. William Randall, ve- 
fused by information to the Secretary; Mr. Stephen Crom- 
well, refused by Letter to Mr. Cradock; Mr. Jeremiah 
Johnson, vefised by information to Mr. David Stewart ; 
and Mr. Mordecai Gist is disqualified, he having accepted 
of a Majority in the Regular Forces raised by order of the 
Convention : : 

The Committee, therefore, agreeable to the direction of 
the Convention, filled up the said vacancies by electing, in 
their stead, the following gentlemen, viz: 

Mr. John Gillis, Mr. Frederick Decker, Mr. John 
Merryman, Jun., Mr. John Sterrett, Mr. Gist Vaughan, 
Mr. Dhomas Rutter, Mr. Samuel Worthington. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That the above List be pub- 
lished in the Baltimore Papors. 

The Proceedings of the Convention not having yet come 
to hand in time to enable the Committee to give due po- 
tice to the Inhabitants of this County to enroll themselves 
agreeable to their divection, the Committee maturely con- 
sidered the samo, and, being desirous to prevent the incon- 
voniences arising therefrom, 

Resolved, That the Knrollment and Association Papers 
be lodged with the following gentlemen, for the greater 
convenience of the Freemen in their respective Lundreds 
to sign, viz: 

In Bavrnronz, Wesr: Messrs. John Sterrett, James Cal- 
houn, William Buchanan, and John Smith. 

Rasueee; Ease: Messrs, William Asquith and John 

oyd. 

Derrvory: Mossrs, Lhomas Elliot pnd Isaac Vanbibber. 

Wesrmnsrer: Messrs, John Moule, John Merrynan, 
Jun, and David Stewart, 

Back-River, Lowen: Messrs. Benjamin Buck and Job 
Garritson. 

Bacx-River, Urren: Messrs. Darby Luv, John Cockey, 
Benjamin Nicholson, John Cradock, and Samacl Wor- 
thington, : 

Detaware: Messrs. John Gillis, John Elder, and Tho- 
nas Philips, 

Nonrrn: Messrs. Nicholas Merryman, of Nicholas, Eti- 
sha Dorsey, and Lhomas Stansbury, of Thomas. 

Minu-Run: Messrs. John Stevenson, of Edward, Edmund 
Stansbury, John Standiford, and James Little, 

Minpinsex: Messts. Thomas Rutter and George Lua, 

Guxrowpen, Upren: Messrs. James Gittings, Jesse 
Bussey, Sutton Gudgeon, and James Bosley. 

Soupien’s Dexicut: Messrs. John Egor Howard, Wil- 
liam Cromwell, Charles Carman, Robert Lyon, and 

Amon Butler. 

Pararsco, Urrer: Mr. Charles Ridgely, ofWilliam. 

Pararsco, Lowen: Messrs. Thomas Bollers and Filliam 
illeinson. 

Mivpie-River, Urren: Messrs, Gist Vaughan, Ben- 
jamin Rogers, Nicholas Merryman, Sen., Joshua Hatt, 
and Micajah Merryman. 

Mippte-River, Lower: Messrs. Abraham Brition Wial- 
ter Tolley, Sen., Simon Prion, Kinsey Grifith, and 
illiam Galloway. 

Prive-Creex: Messrs. Frederick Decker,, William Kel- 
ley, Jun., Richard Richards, ond Jonathan Plowman, 
Planter. , 

Attest: Gronoe Lux, Segretary. 


Ata special meeting of the Committee, March 6, 1776; 

Present: Samuol Paryiance, Chairman, William Lux, ViceChairman, 
Androw Buchanan, William Buchanan, Thomas Hsnison, Joremiah 
7, Chas, Goorgo Risteav, James Calhoun, William Asquith, John 
Cockey, John Storrett, John Moale, John Smith, Jeaac Grist, John 
Boyd, 6 
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The Commitice of Observatton took into consideration 
the following Letier from the Council fof Safety : 

“Anoapotis, March 5, 1776, 

«Geyrtemen ov tie Commirres or Onservavion: 
We have just received intelligence that a large ship, sup- 
posed to be the forty-four gun man-ol-war, and two sloops, 
are on their way up the Bay. Their destination is vot 
known, but as they may iatend for your Town, we send off 
this express, that you may be on your guard, and make 
all the preparations in your power for your defence. 

‘We are, with respect, gentleinen, your most obedient, 


tumble servants, 4, Daniet or Sx. Tuomas Jeviven. 


“ Cuartes Carron, 
“'T’. B. Hanns, 
“James Tinguan,” 

Upon motion, Resolved, That a Boat be sent down im- 
mediately to reconnoitre, and bring intelligence respecting 
the Man-of-War, &c., as soon as possible, and that Cap- 
tain Nicholson be requested to order his ‘ender on that 
service. Which lye complied with. 

Resolved, That an Express by water, and another by 
land, be sentimmediately to Zi/e, to hasten down the Pow- 
der and the small Arms belonging to this Province, aud 
that it be directed to Mr. Henry Hollingsworth, with a 
request to him to forward them either by land or water, as 
he shall judge expedient; and Hidliam Stenson was ac- 
cordingly despatched by land, and Joseph Hhite and Jo- 
sephk Godro, on board Captain follingsworth’s, by water. 

Resolved, Vhat General Andrew Buchanan be requested 
to provide Uxpresses, to be kept in readiness to be dus- 
patched upon any emergency, within the circle of his ju- 
risdiction, and that if the Council of Safety do uot pay the 
expense; Wat this Committee will do it. 

Resolved, That Captain George Woolsey and Mr. Hugh 
Young, collect all the Guy-Flints in ‘Lown, and render an 
account of the same to this Committee, and that they be 
lodged with Captain Moolscy. : 

Resolved, ‘hat it is necessary to have the publick Re- 
cords of this County immediately packed up in Chests, in 
order for their removal to a place of safety. 

Resolved, That no Vessel depart this Port without the 
farther orders of this Committee, and that Captain Nichol- 
son be requested to see this order carried into execution. 

Captain John Sterrett and Captain Henry Shaaf’ re- 
turned their Enrollments, 

Attested : 








Groroe Lux, Secretary. 

Ata mecting of the Committee, Thursday, March 7, 
1776: 

Presont; Samuol Purviange, Chairman, William Lux, Vice-Chairman, 
Androw Buchanav, Willian Buchanan, John Moale, John Smith, 
John Cockey, John Boyd, Jeromiuh L, Chaso, William Lux, Seere. 
tary, pro lompore, 

Resolved, That a Breastwork be immediately thrown 
up at the Point, below Jesse Hollingsworth’s, and that the 
Money in Mr, Moale’s hands be appropriated to defray the 
expensa attending it. 

The Committee are unanimously of opinion, and do di-’ 
rect, that all the light Vessels in the Harbour be imme- 
diately carved down to /¥hetstone, in order to be sunk in 
the Chanuel to prevent the Vessels-of-War from coming 
up, and Messrg@Jsaac Grist, Captain William Chace, Cap- 
tains Thomas Mure; George Woolsey, and David Stewart, 
together with Major Gist, be appointed for that service. — 


. Resolved, That an Express be instantly sent to Phila- 
mia 
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delphia, to the Congress, foy.an immediate supply of Pow- 
der and Lead. ° ‘ 

Several Expresses arrived with information of the Mau- 
of-War and ber 'Lend&rs being past Annapolis, and stand. 
ing up the Bay, and, also, that she is at tle mouth of the 
River. 

ae 


t Pa 

Ata meeting of the Committee, Zhursday, March 8. 
1776: * oa 
Presont: Samuol Parviance, Chairman, William Jinx, Dopnty. Chairs 

mas, Andraw Buchanan, Wiliam Buchanan, hows Eurrison, 

John Monto, Jom Boyd, John Smith, Jeremiah ‘WT, Chase, A, Brit. 

ton, William Asquith, 

The Committee agreed with Andrew Stigar ani Engle- 
heart Yeiser to furnish Rations for the Militia, ‘consisting 
of nine pounds Bread, and eight pounds Beef, of six pefunds 
Pork per week, with Salt, and the meat to be boiled at one 
Shilling per Ration. , 

Captain Henry Shaaf is appointed/o have the Cannon 
at the Hill removed to sel?’s Point immediately. * 

Ordered, That My, David McLure deliver to Captain 
William Galbraith wenty pounds Gunpowder, and Mr. 
HL. Courtenay forty pounds Lead, ar 

Ordered, That Mr, William Spear deliver Sergeant 
William Cornwall, of Captain Nathaniel Smith’s Com 
pany, two quarter-barrels of Gunpowder, for the use of the 
‘Lroops. 

Ordered, That Mr. James Cathoun, or My. David Me- 
Ture, deliver to Mr. J. Hall hall-pound Powder and two 
pounds Lead, 

A Certiticato was granted to William Lawrence, master 
of the Sloop Ofee//, thut he had landed three hundred aud 
twenty bushels of Corn, and six barrels of Pork, shipped 
by the Honourable Robert Carter, in Hestmoreland County, 
Virginia, 

The Independent Company havivg yeceived ofders from 
the Committee to disarm such persona ag have refisctk to 
enroll as Militia, returned the following Anns, ‘which were 
valued as follows : 

No, I, a Musee, the property of Melchior Keener, va- 
lued at one Pougd ten Shillings, deliveredta John Eughes; 
No. 2, « Fusee, the property of LhomafBreretoy, valved 
at two Pounds five Shillings, delivered to John Caldwell; 
No, 3,0 Faseo, the property of William Smith, (Rope- 
maker,) ono Pound ten Shillings» No. 4, a Musee, valnod 
at one Pound; No.5, a Fasce, valuetl at one Pound; No. 
6, a Fusee, valued at fifteen Shillings; No. 7, a Fuseo, 
valued at filieen Shillings; No.8, a Fowling-Piece, tho 
property of Alewander Lawson, valued at throe Pounds 
ten Shillings, delivered to J. Sterrett; No. 9, a Musket, 
the property of John Clausey, valued at one Pound ten 
Shillings, delivered to G. Vaughan; No. 3, 9 brass Blan- 
derbuss, the property of Doctor John Stevenson, valued at 
three Pounds, and No, 1, a brass Blunderbuss, the property 
of John Ashburner, valued at two Pounds ton Shillings, 
delivered on bonyd Defence. 

Resolved, That-tho Schooner Resolution be fitted out 
asa Lender for the Ship Defence, on the present emer- 
gency, and that Captain William Mand be Captain ; Cap- 
tain Lhomas Moore, First Lieutenant; and Captain George 
Wise, Sevond-Lieutenant ; and Captain William Paddi» 
son, Master. 

Messis. Robert Purviance, George Woolsey, 
vid Stewart, are directed 
diate execution. 


cal 
and Da- 
to carry this. Resolve into imme- 
. ; 
Grane Lux, Seereigry. 
. : 
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